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Residents kept in 
dark after Beth 
Abraham sale

Cosmic Homecoming
SUNY Maritime College students and faculty were ‘over the moon’ 
when U.S. astronaut commander Scott Kelly paid a visit to his 
alma mater on Tuesday, May 3. The Class of 1987 alum spent a 
year in space aboard the International Space Station and partici-
pated in NASA’s historic Twins Study which saw Kelly’s identical 
twin brother, retired captain Mark Kelly, serving from Earth as a 
control model in an experiment understanding how space affects 
the human body. Amiko Kauderer, NASA Johnson Space Center 
Public Affairs offi cer, stands with commander Kelly during his col-
lege homecoming. Silvio J. Pacifi co

BX NO-KILL ANIMAL 
SHELTER OUT OF $$

Organization unable to sustain effort

Housing, charter slated at P.S. 31

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A non-profi t animal shelter is 

in danger of closing.
New Beginning Animal Res-

cue, the only no-kill animal shel-
ter in the Bronx located at 2515 
Newbold Avenue, may have run 
its course.

The animal shelter, which has 
been in existence since 2011, has 
depended solely on donations in 
its fi ve years. In order for the ani-
mal shelter to accept funding from 
the city, the shelter would have to 
convert to a kill shelter.

Because of the limitations 
as a no-kill animal shelter, New 
Beginning Animal Rescue has 
constantly struggled to pay its 

monthly expenses, which run 
about $10,000 per month and in-
clude rent, heat, air conditioning, 
a full-time staff and veterinary 
expenses.

According to New Beginning 
Animal Rescue’s volunteers, the 
shelter is slated to stay open for 
another two months.

This issue couldn’t have come 
at a worse time for New Begin-
ning Animal Rescue. 

Just a week ago, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio announced $10 million in 
capital funding for two new ani-
mal shelters - one in the Bronx 
and one in Queens - which marked 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A development that will in-

clude an energy-effi cient building 
and a charter school is planned 
for a former school site.

The project at 425 Grand Con-
course, the location of the former 
P.S. 31 building, will result in a 
241-unit affordable housing build-
ing as well as a charter school, 
among other amenities over 
300,000 square-feet.

The 110-year-old school was de-
molished last year.

Each of the housing units will 
be designated for low- and mod-
erate-income families, who earn 
between 60 and 100 percent of the 
area median income. 

The proposed 24-story will be 
the largest Passive House in NYC 
upon its completion, and will con-
sume about 30% of the energy that 

a conventional residential build-
ing would typically use.

The building will also meet 
and surpass Enterprise Green 
Communities guidelines, such as 
building-wide sustainable mea-
sures which include energy-re-
covery systems, solar-shading de-
vices and water saving features. 

It will even include a commu-
nity room with direct access to 
the 23rd fl oor landscaped roof ter-
race as well as a green roof.

The three-story base of the 
project will be the future loca-
tion of a 45,000 square-foot char-
ter school, 11,000 square foot su-
permarket, a medical facility, as 
well as cultural and community 
spaces, which includes a social 
service facility, all of which will 
compliment Hostos Community 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Residents of one of the bor-

ough’s oldest nursing homes are 
concerned about their future after 
the facility was sold recently.

In the aftermath of the transfer 
of Beth Abraham Health Services 
to Centers Health Care from Cen-
terLight Health System in Febru-
ary, residents of the facility claim 
that there has been no communi-
cation from either the previous or 
current owners about the transac-
tion.

The 90-year old, 450-bed facil-
ity with three fl oors designated 
for short term rehabilitation, two 
fl oors dedicated to Alzheimer’s 
disease and dementia patients, is 
said to have an uncertain future, 
according to its staff.

“We have not been notifi ed 
of any changes - so nobody truly 
knows what is going to happen 
in the long term,” said Barbara 
Wiscovitch, a former recreational 
assistant at Beth Abraham for 
nearly 30 years who currently 
lives in a rental appartment 
across the street from the facility, 
owned ny CenterLight. 

“There has been absolutely no 
communication from CenterLight 
on what has happened or what is 
going to happen next,” she said.

She learned that her apartment 
lease  was changed from fi xed rate 
to month-to-month, which means 
the landlord can raise the rent, 
change rental terms, or even evict 
her for any reason with short no-
tice.

“Are they asking us to move 
out in 30 days? Because that’s im-
possible - nobody can move out in 
such a short period of time,” Wis-
covitch added.

“During this process, the voice 
of the community have been dis-
abled and muted - and our voices 
need to be heard,” said Howard 
Kalish, a Beth Abraham resident 
for the past four years. “We (the 
residents) don’t want there to be 
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The city is hassling an elderly grand-

mother over some questionable sidewalk vi-
olations on a busy Throggs Neck residential 
street. 

Rosa DeBartolo, the 74-year-old home-
owner  at the intersection of Randall Avenue 
and Cross Bronx Expressway Service Road, 
was subjected to sidewalk violation fi nes in 
November 2015 that  she believes are unwar-
ranted. 

After requesting a re-inspection in March, 
DeBartolo received even more violations for 
an alleged broken sidewalk, trip hazard and 
a hairline crack in one of the concrete slabs 
in front of her home, she said.

Repairing the supposed damage would 
set DeBartolo back thousands of dollars, said 
Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, who along 
with Councilman James Vacca, held a press 
conference outside the woman’s home on Fri-
day, April 29.

Benedetto said the legislators were call-
ing on City Hall to use some common sense 
in the matter.

“We implore someone from City Hall 
to look at this, step in, and see the common 
sense of the matter,” said Benedetto, adding 
that “The message that is being sent by the 
city is to blindly accept the violation, because 
if you don’t and you appeal, it is going to cost 
you even more.”

The assemblyman added: “It is just not 
right, especially when the violations are so 

Unfair sidewalk violations irk property owner
fl imsy.” 

There is no formal appeal process and no 
clear set of guidelines to ascertain what con-
stitutes  violation, said Vacca. 

“It is at the inspectors’ discretion,” he 
said, “It is not fair for her to be singled out 
like the way she has been singled out.” 

Vacca said that the worst sidewalk viola-
tion that he saw in front of DeBartolo’s prop-
erty were the responsibility of the city: at ei-
ther side of the corner crosswalk there was 
no handicapped accessible ramp, as required 
by law. 

The city also wanted her to repair a slab 
that a city agency damaged during the in-
stallation of a road sign and replace a black-
topped area where commuters stand to board 
the Manhattan-bound express bus. The as-
phalt slab was installed years ago by New 
York Bus Service.

Many of the violations issued to home-
owners are overreactions, and there needs to 
be transparent standards, said Vacca of the 
sidewalk inspection process. 

DeBartolo, who has lived at her home for 
42 years, said that it would pose a fi nancial 
hardship to replace the sidewalk. 

“If it is something that I have to do, fi ne; 
but I don’t see anything wrong,” said DeBar-
tolo, adding, “I don’t think people trip here.”

Benedetto said that he walks the streets 
of his district, and that the condition of the 
sidewalk in front of DeBartolo’s home is not 
uncommon.  

He pointed out that he was not blaming 
the NYC Department of Transportation. 

 “I do see sidewalk problems on the block…
but realistically, what is the problem here?” 

According to a DOT spokeswoman, the 
agency received complaints of a broken side-
walk nearby at 738 Qunicy Avenue. 

“As per our procedure, all properties were 

inspected for defective sidewalks on this side 
of the block and Notices of Violation for de-
fective sidewalk were issued to 16 of the 22 
properties on the block,” the spokeswoman 
stated. 

A DOT spokesman said that the city is 
sometimes held liable for sidewalk violations 
in front of one- to three-family homes. 

(l-r) Councilman James Vacca, Assemblyman Michael Benedetto and homeowner Rosa DeBartolo 
speak about her sidewalk dilemma in front of her home on Friday, April 29. Patrick Rocchio
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the largest investment in 
the animal shelter system 
in over 20 years. 

The shelters are expected 
to open in 2019 or 2020 and 
would have a 14,000 pet ca-
pacity.

Ten million dollars is set 
aside to fund the city’s kill 
shelters, but the Bronx’s 
only no-kill shelter will not 
see one penny.

“Keeping this animal 
shelter open has always 
been a struggle - but the 
situation is really severe 
now,” said Christina Ab-
batiello, a New Beginning 
Animal Rescue volunteer. 
“If this shelter closes, these 
pets will need to be placed 
elsewhere, and if they can’t 
be placed in no-kill shelters 
(which are overfl owing), 
then they will have to be 
placed in a kill shelter and 
will be subject to being eu-
thanized.”

“This is a non-profi t or-
ganization that has saved 
and rehoused over 1,000 
pets that would otherwise 
be without a home,” said 
Marlene Giga, another 
NBAR volunteer. “We will 
continue to fi ght for this 
animal shelter to stay open 
but we need the help and 
support of the community.”

“I am not against the 
shelter, but I am against 
the way that it is run,” said 
Dorothea Poggi, co-founder 
of the Bronx Animal Shel-
ter Endeavor. “I don’t think 
that pets should live in 
cages, nor do I think that 
this animal shelter will 
survive if it keeps asking 
for donations to stay afl oat 
every three months - this is 

Bx no-kill animal shelter out of $$
From page 1

Pedro Rosario founded New Beginning Animal Rescue in 2011 and 
has run the shelter solely on donations and private funding.    
   Photo courtesy of New Beginning Animal Rescue

not the answer.”
“I want to thank all of 

our supporters for continu-
ously sticking by us - be-
cause we can’t do this by 
ourselves,” Rosario said. 
“However, elected offi cials 
have continued to push 
for another kill shelter in 
the Bronx - so why don’t 
they want to support the 
only no-kill shelter in the 
Bronx?”

New Beginning Animal 
Rescue, along with its vol-
unteers and supporters, will 
host a ‘Save Our Shelter’ 
march on Saturday, May 7, 
starting from Pelham Park-

way South and Williams-
bridge Road (1130 Pelham 
Parkway South) and ending 
at Westchester Square.

The animal shelter will 
also hold a fundraising 
event on Saturday, June 
4 from 7 to 11 p.m. at 1456 
Shore Drive. The fund-
raiser includes a $20 admis-
sion fee, along with a buffet 
dinner and a DJ.

New Beginning Animal 
Rescue also started another 
Go Fund Me page at www.
gofundme.com/22s5yxqs, 
where over $5,000 of the 
$50,000 needed was raised 
in under a week.

Housing, charter slated at P.S. 31

From page 1

Rendering of the project, which will include a 24-story, 241-unit affordable housing building as well as 
a three-story charter school. Photo courtesy of the Development Team / Dattner Architects

College, located just across 
the street.

The site is bordered by 
the Grand Concourse, East 
144th Street, Walton Avenue 
and Garrison Playground, 
the latter of which is cur-
rently closed but will be 
rehabilitated and reopened 
to the public as a part of the 
project.

Many of the former 
gothic-designed school’s ar-
tifacts, including its terra 
cotta gargoyles, sculptured 
heads and the stone-en-
graved P.S. 31 sign, will be 
incorporated into the devel-
opment’s new design.

The block will be up-
zoned from a C4-4 to a C6-3 
to allow for project’s in-
creased density.

The developers are Trin-
ity Financial, Inc. and Mid 
Bronx Desperadoes Com-
munity Housing Corpora-
tion, who have renovated or 
constructed nearly 11,000 
housing units in total. 

The development is part 

of the mayor’s aggressive 
‘Housing New York’ plan.

“As a proud graduate of 
P.S. 31, I was sorry to see 
my beloved school build-
ing fall into such disrepair 
and even sorrier to see it 
demolished,” said Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
“However, (Housing Pres-
ervation and Development 
and NYC Housing Develop-
ment Corporation) recog-
nized the need for new life 
and new development at 
this historic location - and 
I know this project will be 
great fi t for the neighbor-
hood.”

“I’m especially grati-
fi ed that the city has chosen 
‘Passive House’ construc-
tion, bringing a level of en-
vironmentally-friendly de-
velopment to our borough 
that has not been seen here 
before,” Diaz added.

“I’m pleased to see this 
project take shape as one 
that will provide new, qual-
ity affordable housing for 
this part of the community,” 

said Councilman Rafael 
Salamanca, Jr. “Borough 
President Diaz and I are 
working with (NYC Depart-
ment of Parks and Recre-
ation) to revamp the nearby 
Garrison Playground as 
well as with Hostos College 
on their priorities to ensure 
that we keep moving this 
neighborhood forward for 
Bronx families.”

“We (Trinity Financial, 
Inc.) and our development 
parter (MBD Community 
Housing Corporation), have 
worked very hard to put to-
gether a program worthy of 
this important location,” 
said Kenan Bigby, manag-
ing director of Trinity Fi-
nancial, Inc. 

“MBD Community 
Housing Corporation is ex-
tremely honored to be given 
this opportunity,” said Der-
rick Lovett, president and 
CEO of MBD Community 
Housing Corporation. “This 
development will include 
much need commercial and 
social services.”
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YORK COLLEGE!  Contact the Admissions Office by visiting 
www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or calling 718-262-2169.

President Marcia V. Keizs 
extends congratulations to all students 
accepted to York College for Fall 2016;  
and invite all to attend the Accepted 
Student Reception on Sunday, May 15th.

Be part of an amazing 
college community.

Learn about our exciting internships, research 
opportunities, and majors offered at York College. 
Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak with  
faculty, admissions and financial aid counselors.

We look forward to seeing you!

Sunday, May 15th
Noon to 3 pm

Atrium of the Academic Core Building
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica, NY 11451

President Marcia V. Keizs 
extends congratulations to all students 
accepted to York College for Fall 2016;  
and invite all to attend the Accepted 
Student Reception on Sunday, May 15th.

Be part of an amazing 
college community.

Learn about our exciting internships, research 
opportunities, and majors offered at York College. 
Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak with  
faculty, admissions and financial aid counselors.

We look forward to seeing you!

Sunday, May 15th
Noon to 3 pm

Atrium of the Academic Core Building
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica, NY 11451

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An auto dealership recently held a con-

test that benefi tted a local little league.
Last week, La Sorsa Automotive Group, 

located at 3510 Webster Avenue, sponsored 
a promotion for customers who test drove 
one of its vehicles during the month of 
April. 

Not only were these customers eligible 
to win a great prize, but the local little 
league also benefi ted.

The contest challenged each customer to 
guess the number of MLB offi cial baseballs 
displayed in the trunk of a 2016 Chevy. 

The person who came  closest number 
to the correct number, would win a 42” fl at 
screen LG TV as well as four tickets to a 
New York Yankees game.

A great idea - but what do you do with 
the leftover baseballs? 

La Sorsa, which operates Buick, Mit-
subishi and Chevrolet dealerships, the lat-
ter of which sponsors a Kingsbridge Little 
League team, decided to donate the 220 
baseballs to the league.

“We wanted to fi nd a way to excite cus-
tomers while giving back to the commu-
nity,” said Mike Sassano, general manager 
of La Sorsa, who threw out the fi rst pitch at 
Kingsbridge Little League’s opening cer-
emonies. 

“Equipment expenses for little leagues 
is always an issue, and considering the fact 
that the contest winner also bought a new 

La Sorsa donates 
to Kingsbridge LL

Silverado, this was a win-win for every-
body - for our company, for the contest win-
ner and, of course, the Kingsbridge Little 
League.”

La Sorsa Automotive Group, which has 
served the Bronx for over a quarter of a cen-
tury was present at the league’s parade and 
opening ceremonies on Saturday, April 30 
on Conrad Grauer Field, where costumed 
characters Lois Price, Max Service and 
Manny Selection were on hand to donate 
the baseballs.

The parade started at Visitation Church 
and included a marching band, dancers 
and music as the players marched through 
the neighborhood.

“This was our fi rst time doing some-
thing like this - and it was a great experi-
ence to collaborate with a local little league 
that has boosted a few baseball players to 
the minor leagues and even the MLB and 
has been a prominent non-profi t organiza-
tion in this community for many years,” 
Sassano added.

“La Sorsa has been a sponsor of ours for 
fi ve years - and their annual donations are 
truly appreciated,” said Kingsbridge Little 
League president Chris Navarro, who said 
that La Sorsa has donated $500 to the orga-
nization each year. 

“Them being present at the parade and 
at the opening ceremonies showed they re-
ally care about these kids, this organiza-
tion and the community,” he said.

(l-r) Lois Price, Manny Selections, Mike Sassano and Max Service donated baseballs to Kingsbridge 
Little League. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
A recent drunk driving incident on 

Westchester Square may delay the renova-
tion of an arts center.

According to police, on Sunday, April 24 at 
4 a.m., a man speeding in a tow truck jumped 
the curb and slammed into 2700 E. Tremont 
Avenue, a building which was gifted to the 
Bronx Council on the Arts by JPMorgan 
Chase.

The building, formerly a Washington Mu-
tual branch, is slated to become BCA’s new 
headquarters in a city-lead renovation proj-
ect being helmed by the NYC Department of 
Culture Affairs and the NYC Department of 
Design Construction.

BCA’s new headquarters will include an 
art gallery, public program space and offi ce 
space to be funded by the more than $5.3 mil-
lion raised for the renovation.

Deirdre Scott, BCA executive director 
said the non-profi t’s leadership is assessing 
the damage and considering its next steps.

She added BCA is reviewing the damage 
to the building, consulting with the insur-
ance company, speaking with its architects 
at LTL architects regarding the repairs that 

Drunk driver slams 
into arts building

will be required before commencing with the 
planned renovation.

“This accident does not in any way di-
minish our eagerness to move ahead with 
the project, in fact, it increases the urgency 
to complete the renovation and establish our 
presence in Westchester Square.” Scott said.

An engineer’s report on Monday, May 
2 determined the property is structurally 
sound.

As a yearly co-sponsor of the Westchester 
Square Business Improvement District’s 
‘Fair at the Square’, BCA said it will still par-
ticipate in the Saturday, June 18 activities.

“We’re disheartened this accident has 
happened because that building has sat 
empty for so long,” said Lisa Sorin, WSBID 
executive director. “It is our hope that once 
Bronx Council on the Arts new headquarters 
is opened it will become a ‘cultural anchor’ 
for Westchester Square bringing a dynamic 
array of programs to the area.”

When the 45th Precinct responded to the 
scene, the driver, Brandon Diaz, 27, of 1738 
Van Buren Street was outside the blue 2011 
GMC Sierra, restrained by two witnesses 
who claimed he was trying to fl ee the scene.

The front seat passenger, Throggs Neck 
resident Pamela Crowley, claimed Diaz was 
speeding eastbound on East Tremont Avenue 
driving through steady red lights when he 
lost control of the vehicle.

The tow truck sustained damage to its 
front-end and left side and its frame was 
wrapped around the corner of the building.

Crowley sustained bruising, swelling and 
lacerations to her arms, legs and face and a 
broken right arm.

Diaz and Crowley were transported and 
treated at Jacobi Medical Center for their in-
juries.

No additional injuries occurred.

Crowley alleged that Diaz had been drink-
ing alcohol all night prior to the crash.

According to a spokeswoman from the 
District Attorney’s offi ce, Diaz faces several 
charges including burglary, assault, reckless 
endangerment, grand larceny, criminal pos-
session of stolen property, vehicular assault, 
reckless driving and operating a motor ve-
hicle while under the infl uence of alcohol or 
drugs.

Agosto Yanira, owner of the vehicle reg-
istered to Xpert Automotive Inc., informed 
police that Diaz did not have permission to 
operate the vehicle.

The facade of Bronx Council on the Arts’ planned 2700 E. Tremont Avenue headquarters was dam-
aged in a Sunday, April 24 drunk driving accident.                   Community News Group 
/ Robert Wirsing

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
An east Bronx community that lacked a 

civic organization now has a strong one. 
The community organization, founded 

in 2014 after a string of car break-ins, has 
blossomed into a fi xture of civic involve-
ment in Williamsbridge, working closely 
with the 47th and 49th precincts to combat 
crime and address quality-of-life concerns. 

Gun Hill Road Civic Group, Inc. founder 
and president Sharon Fleishacker said that 
the organization was launched after her 
car was broken into while it was parked in 
her driveway. 

Though around 15 of her neighbors had 

Civic group thrives in Williamsbridge
the same thing happen, the 47th Precinct 
received hardly any reports of the thefts, 
and did not see the pattern, said the civic 
association president.   

Cops at the precinct urged her to call a 
community meeting, said Fleishacker. She 
went door-to-door to announce the meeting 
and a large crowd showed up. This was the 
encouragement she was looking to get. 

“I was told that I would be lucky if fi ve 
people showed up, but about 40 people 
showed up,” she said. 

The organization’s meetings, which can 
sometimes top 70 attendees, take place ev-
ery second Tuesday of the month in space 
donated by the Power of Faith Ministries at 
976 E. Gun Hill Road, said Fleishacker. 

The reach of the organization is large, 
running the length of East Gun Hill Road 
between Bronx Park East and I- 95, said 
Fleishacker. 

“It is about bringing the community 
together,” she said, adding that besides 
crime, the overwhelming concerns are 
housing and general safety issues. 

Fleishacker, a health insurance broker, 
grew up in Williamsbridge. 

Unfortunately, being a crime victim at 
least twice drove her to start the organiza-
tion, said Fleishacker. 

When she was a child, fi ve men broke 
into her home, she said, and the people she 
knows have had all types of crime-related 

experiences.
She said that her experiences with crime 

are certainly not unique in the her commu-
nity, but the goal of the organization is to 
bring the community together with the po-
lice and the NYC Fire Department, who are 
at every meeting. 

“It is about taking your neighborhood 
back, securing what you have and bringing 
people together,” she said, adding that the 
gatherings serve as encouragement for peo-
ple to work with police and report crime, 
and serve as networking events. 

Fleishacker said that many people have 
helped her structure the organization, in-
cluding Joe Thompson, 49th Precinct Com-
munity Council president, who she calls a 
mentor. 

Thompson said that the vast majority 
of residents in the community are good, 
law-abiding people and in Fleishacker they 
have found someone determined to make a 
difference. 

“People have to know that there are oth-
ers with like minds in the community,” said 
Thompson. “Sharon has done an excellent 
job of bringing people in the community to-
gether.” 

The GHRCA’s main objective is to clean 
up the area, said Thompson, adding that 
the organization has reached out to former 
gang members from the 1970s in an effort to 
steer youth on the right track.

People in the group seem energized not 
just to talk about community issues, but 
to take the next step towards action, said 
Thompson.  

Vocalist Mary Hernquist (l) with Sharon Fleishack-
er, Gun Hill Civic Group founder and president. 
Hernquist sang inspirational songs at a recent 
meeting. 
 Photo courtesy of Gun Hill Civic Group

Keith Cartica, FDNY chief, speaks at the Gun Hill 
Civic Group meeting on Tuesday, April 12. Photo 
courtesy of Gun Hill Civic Group
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Commitment
Dedication
Excellence

omen25Influential
Bronx

2016

Please join us in recognizing the
25 Bronx Infl uential Women of 2016!

Call Laura Guerriero at 718-260-4593

Rates
1/8 PAGE

(4.3”X2.78”)

$225
1/4 PAGE

(4.3”X5.69”)

$425
1/2 PAGE

(8.75”X5.69”)

$675
FULL PAGE

(8.75”X11.5”)

$1098

These special words are reserved for those individuals who have 
devoted their own life to improve the lives of others. This year 
the Bronx Times, through a series of in-depth profi les, salutes 25 
Infl uential Bronx Women. Each woman’s unique accomplishments 
will be highlighted in a keepsake publication on June 24, 2016.

Gianna Dell’Olio
Bronx Works

Tiffany Warren
Omnicom Group

Effi e Ardizzone
NYC Department of

Environmental Protection

Hetty Fox
Community Activist

Joyce A. Rivera
St. Ann’s Corner

of Harm Reduction

Pamela Johnson
Eastchester Heights
Community Center

Catherine Praino
Sisters, Servants of Mary Auxiliary 

Jessica Zufall
Special Citizens Futures Unlimited

Joyce Higgins Davis
Mid-Bronx Council Services

Nicole Perrino
Team Bronx Mama

Majorie Velasquez-Lynch
82nd Assembly Female

District Leader

Andrea Siegel
Pelham Parkway

Neighborhood Association

Avril Francis
WVIP FM Radio/BronxNet

Linda Cunningham
Artist

Debra Arles
St. Joseph School for the Deaf

Chrys Napolitano
Columnist, Food for Thought

Lynne Greco
Educator

Meiling Viera Delgado
Friends of Crotona Park

Leenda Bonilla
Artist

Evern Gillard-Randolph
Producer/Playwright/Lyricist

Olga Luz Tirado
Bronx Tourism Council

Peggy Robles Alvarado
Poet

Zeli Deth Diaz Hatch
Educator

Giselle Melendez Susca
Kingsbridge Heights
Community Center

Maria Aponte
Founder, Latina Fifty-Plus
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The complicated reconstruction project 

on Pelham Parkway’s northern side is inch-
ing closer to a start. 

The Department of Design and Con-
struction and Community Board 11 will 
host a public hearing on Pelham Parkway’s 
north side roadways reconstruction on 
Wednesday, May 25 at 7 p.m. at New York 
Institute for Special Education. 

The meeting will gather input for city 
agencies, said John Fratta, assistant CB 
11 district manager, including the for the 
lead agency, DDC, and the NYC Parks De-
partment, Department of Environmental 
Protection and NYC Department of Trans-
portation.  

The city is seeking public comment be-
fore it fi nalizes plans costing tens of mil-
lions of dollars for new sewers and water 
mains, larger catch basins, street recon-
struction and new guardrails for both the 
west-bound main roadway and Pelham 
Parkway North, explained Fratta. 

CB 11 has made requests of the city re-
garding this phase of reconstruction, after 
the south service and main road were al-
ready renovated, said the assistant district 
manager.  

Hearing on Pelham Pkwy.
North reconstruction work

“The city is going to get back to us and 
at the public hearing they are going to be 
presenting…the plans for the parkway and 
getting public comment on (them),” said 
Fratta, adding “There are still some out-
standing issues that we have.” 

CB 11 still has major questions about the 
city wanting to remove an unnamed road 
connecting the Pelham Parkway North ser-
vice road with the main west-bound road-
way just west of Williamsbridge Road, he 
said. 

Also a key concern, and one that caused 
a large commotion during the earlier phase, 
will be the installation of a second sidewalk 
on the parkway side of Pelham Parkway 
North, said Fratta. 

“They are going to be creating a side-
walk again,” he said, explaining that the 
public does not see the need for, or want, 
this pedestrian walkway. 

Fratta urged the public participation at 
the hearing because the plans will impact 
local residents’ lives. 

He also expressed concern about the loss 
of parking on the northern service road be-
tween Williamsbridge and White Plains 
roads next to the parkland because of a nar-
rowing of the roadway. 

For Dr. George Zulch, a founding mem-
ber of the Pelham Parkway Preservation 
Alliance, the main concern is preserving 
as many mature trees along the parkway’s 
northern reaches as possible, as well as mit-
igating any loses of older trees due to con-
struction with the planting new ones. 

“We recognize a need for the project, and 
we agree with it – improved roads, safety 
measures put into place,” said Zulch. “At 
the same time want to see it work together 
with tree preservation; there is no reason 
for the forestry to be sacrifi ced in any great 
way.” 

A PPPA concern is making sure the city 
sticks to the amount of trees it originally 
said it would remove during this phase of 
the reconstruction 

“They originally told us 28,” said Zulch, 
“Now they are saying that number could go 
higher.” 

Zulch is also especially interested in 
saving an immense elm tree next to a bus 
stop near Williamsbridge Road. 

As for the unnamed street, both Zulch 
and another PPPA co-founder, Joe Menta, 
said they do not see any point in removing 
the short connector in front of NYISE on 
Pelham Parkway. 

Joe Menta, said they do not see any point 
in removing the short connector in front of 
NYISE on Pelham Parkway. 

According to residents the preservation of ma-
ture trees along Pelham Parkway will likely con-
tinue to be a concern as the reconstruction of 
Pelham Parkway continues. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A charter school in the Bronx recently cel-

ebrated its ten-year anniversary.
On Thursday, April 21, the International 

Leadership Charter High School held a gala 
to celebrate its anniversary in the Garden 
Terrace Room at the New York Botanical 
Garden.

The  celebration was attended by school 
principal Dr. Elaine Ruiz Lopez, John Paul 
Gonzalez, chairman of ILCHS’s Board of 
Trustees, along with school faculty and other 
board of trustees members.

The celebratory event also honored two 
important names - Dr. Betty Rosa and Mar-
lene Cintron, both of whom have been big 
supporters of the school.

For over the past six years, Cintron has 
been the president of the Bronx Overall Eco-
nomic Development Corporation, a not-for-
profi t organization that has been responsible 
for bringing down the borough’s unemploy-
ment rate by more than fi ve percent during 
her tenure. 

Rosa, who was re-elected for a second fi ve-
year term as a Regent for the 12th Judicial 
District (in the Bronx) in 2013, was recently 
named Chancellor of the New York State 
Board of Regents in March.

“As the fi rst community grown charter 
high school to be established in the Bronx, I 
am very proud of what we have been able to 
accomplish and achieve in ten years,” said 
Ruiz-Lopez, who founded ILCHS in 2006. 

International Leadership Charter celebrates 10-year anniversary
“We are very proud that our mission and 

vision for a world class education for black 
and latino students in the Bronx is succeed-
ing and that we are making a big difference 
in our community.”

Sponsors and donors for the gala includes 
Amber Charter School, the Board of Trust-
ees, Capital One, the Cartridge Center, Con 
Edison, Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith and Davis, 
Kevin’s Painting, Perkins Eastman, Profes-
sional Cleaning Services, Korea Taekwondo 
and the Wu Famly.

In January, ILCHS held the grand open-
ing of its new academic facility at 3030 Riv-
erdale Avenue on the corner of West 231st 
Street, after spending the fi rst nine and a 

half years of its existence at 2900 Exterior 
Street.

The $17.5 million, 28,000 square-foot facil-
ity that topped out to three fl oors, accommo-
dates 350 students and includes two science 
labs, Wi-Fi technology, a full size cafeteria, 
a library/media center and an adolescent 
school-based health clinic.

The U.S. News & World Report previously 
named ILCHS on its ‘Best High Schools’ lists 

Dr. Betty Rosa (l) and Dr. Elaine Ruiz-Lopez. Photo by Jehovy Santiago

As the fi rst community 
grown charter high school 

to be established in the 
Bronx, I am very proud of 

what we have been able to 
accomplish and achieve in 

ten years.
Dr. Elaine Ruiz-Lopez

for 2013, 2014 and 2015, a prestigious national 
recognition which demonstrates that ILCHS 
is among the top 25 percent of all public 
schools in the United States.

ILCHS has also been placed in the top 
one percent of all high schools in NYC and 
was also the recipient of the Bronze Award 
from U.S. News & World Report in 2013 and 
2014 after being labelled among the best high 
school’s in the country.
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7th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Tuesday, June 28, 2016 - 6pm to 10pm

R.S.V.P. by June 14, 2016
(718) 260-4595

Come And Join Us In Recognition
              Of This Year’s Honorees

Per Person

25
2013

INFLUENTIAL
BRONX

Tiffany Warren

Effie Ardizzone

Hetty Fox

Joyce A. Rivera

Pamela Johnson

Catherine Praino

Jessica Zufall

Nicole Perrino

Majorie Velasquez-Lynch

Andrea Siegel

Avril Francis

Linda Cunningham

Chrys Napolitano

Lynne Greco

Leenda Bonilla

Evern Gillard-Randolph

Olga Luz Tirado

Peggy Robles Alvarado

Giselle Melendez Susca

Maria Aponte
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any fi rings or reductions - because those 
changes will result in bad health care. 
However, it seems like (CenterLight) is go-
ing to do what’s best for them, even if it af-
fects us. 

“The new owner (Centers Health Care) 
could make this facility great again - in a lot 

Residents kept in dark 
after Beth Abraham sale

From page 1 of ways. The current scenario can’t get any 
worse,” Kalish added.

Back in January, it was announced that 
CenterLight would have to re-pay $47 mil-
lion after it was found guilty of billing Med-
icaid for its Medicaid Managed Long Term 
Care Plan for over 1,200 Medicaid recipients 
who were not provided with services. 

In the settlement, CenterLight admitted 
to enrolling benefi ciaries of Medicaid who 
were not eligible to received managed long-
term care. The multi-million dollar settle-
ment very well could have been the reason 
behind selling the Beth Abraham Facility, 
according to sources.

CenterLight has also sold two other fa-
cilities - the Center for Nursing and Reha-
bilitation in Brooklyn and Schnurmacher 
in White Plains its been reported.

Currently, Margaret Tietz Nursing & Re-
habilitation Center in Queens is still owned 
by CenterLight.

CenterLight did not wish to be inter-
viewed, but did say in a statement that they 
look forward to continuing to work with 
Centers Health Care.

Centers Health Care, which was founded 
in the Bronx in 1996, is headed by CEO 
Kenny Rozenberg, who owned over 30 nurs-
ing homes in New York, New Jersey and 
Connecticut.

We have not been notifi ed 
of any changes - so nobody 
truly knows what is going 

to happen in the long term. 
There has been absolutely 
no communication from 
CenterLight on what has 

happened or what is going 
to happen next.
Barbara Wiscovitch

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The borough’s largest 

and longest celebration of 
itself, Bronx Week, kicked 
off with what else - food! 

Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr. offi cially 
launched Bronx Week 2016, 
a celebration of the ‘best 
of the Bronx’ with a press 
conference in the world-
renowned Arthur Avenue 
Retail Market on Monday, 
May 2. 

The 45th annual celebra-
tion that includes scores 
of events from Thursday, 
May 5 to Sunday, May 15, 
will honor four outstand-
ing people, a daughter and 
three sons of the Bronx, 
who got their start in the 
borough. 

The honorees, who will 
be inducted on Sunday, 
May 15 onto the Bronx 
Walk of Fame outside the 
Grand Concourse court-
house, are: award-winning 
photographer and author 
Arlene Alda; television 
and fi lm star Vincent Pas-
tore, known for his role on 

HBO’s The Soprano’s; Pe-
ter Sohn, animator and di-
rector of Pixar’s ‘The Good 
Dinosaur’ and Eduardo 
Vilaro, artistic director of 
Ballet Hispanico, the na-
tion’s oldest Latino dance 
organization. 

Pastore and Vilaro were 
on hand for the curtain-
raiser event, with Diaz of-
fering some explanation 
of the criteria he and the 
Bronx Tourism Council 
use every year to select 
outstanding individuals to 
honor during Bronx Week. 

“We look for folks who 
have done well for them-
selves, mastered their 
craft, but at the same 
time have been unabash-
ful about saying and cel-
ebrating where they come 
from,” said Diaz, adding 
that the honorees inspire 
and encourage youth to 
master their crafts but also 
to never forget where they 
come from. 

The borough president 
chose to highlight the 
grand fi nale of the 11-days 

of Bronx Week, a parade on 
Mosholu Parkway, followed 
by a concert, all beginning 
at noon on Sunday, May 15. 

The celebration after 
the parade will feature 
freestyle dance singer 
Judy Torres, salsa singer 
Tito Nieves and hip-hop 
trio Naughty by Nature.

The parkway occasion, 
which the borough presi-
dent noted draws many 
schoolchildren to the pa-
rade, doubles as a food and 
health festival. 

Before the two Bronx 
Week honorees went off to 
make mozzarella at Mike’s 
Deli in the Arthur Avenue 
Retail Market they offered 
brief remarks.

There is a sense of com-
munity and support for 
each other in the borough, 
said Vilaro. 

“Growing up in the 
Bronx you get your mettle, 
you get your chutzpah and 
you get your compassion as 
well,” said Vilaro. “I am so 
honored to be an honoree.” 

Pastore said at the start 

of his remarks that he was 
honored to be introduced 
by Diaz, a man he hopes 
could someday be the fi rst 
Latino United States presi-
dent. 

He then spoke about 
how he moved to Pelham 
Bay in the mid-1980s in the 
midst of a diffi cult period, 
living with his aunt while 
pursuing his dream of be-
ing an actor. 

“I lived in the base-
ment,” he said, adding “I 
could not afford to live any-
where else.” 

Pastore said he went af-
ter his dream at the age of 
42-years-old, and now has 
a beautiful home on City 
Island, and loves that com-
munity, as well as Pelham 
Bay and Belmont. 

For more information 
about Bronx Week, see the 
center section in this edi-
tion of the Bronx Times. 

You can also learn more 
about Bronx Week 2016 by 
visiting the Bronx Tour-
ism Council at ilovethe-
bronx.com. 

Peter Sohn 
 Photo courtesy of Borough 
President Diaz’s offi ce

Arlene Alda 
 Photo courtesy of Borough 
President Diaz’s offi ce

Eduardo Vilaro 
 Photo courtesy of Borough 
President Diaz’s offi ce

Vincent Pastore 
 Photo courtesy of Borough 
President Diaz’s offi ce

Diaz raises curtain on Bronx Week 2016
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BRONX YMCA | 2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx NY 10473 | 212.912.2490 

Our Sports Camp is designed to enhance various sports skills and fundamentals in age-
appropriate groups. Through the coaching and support of camp staff with backgrounds or ed-

ucation in sports, campers will learn the history, rules and key skills of different sports; all 
while practicing their techniques in mini-games. In addition, campers will explore the values of 

teamwork, good sportsmanship and strong work ethics. Sports Camp is divided into two age 
groups: 8-9 & 10-11. 

Cost per 2 week session: Member: $470 Non-Member: $490 

*Spaces are limited 

Our Swim Camp helps children develop important swimming skills and a lifetime love of the wa-
ter, while instilling values around water safety and responsibility. Swim Camp is divided into two 
age groups: 8-9 & 10-11. The key components of Swim Camp are: • Swimmers are given an op-
portunity to build swimming skills • Stroke development and training is tailored by age and skills 
level • Swim campers participate in core traditional camp activities • Activities and interactions 
emphasize building self-esteem and self-confidence. 

*Cost per 2 week session: Member: $470 Non-Member: $490 

*Spaces are limited 
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