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Shops and housing 
at former golf range

MALL PLANS FOR MTA SITEKNIC continues 
fi ght after

fi ling lawsuit

Bathrooms for FP Park

FIERI SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
The FIERI Young Professionals of the Westchester Italian Cultural Center 
and the FIERI Scholarship Committee celebrated their 32nd Annual Schol-
arship Award Ceremony on Sunday, April 24 inside the Bronx Zoo’s Schiff 
Family Great Hall. John Calvelli (l), Wildlife Conservation Society execu-
tive vice president and FIERI founding president, presents Michael Max 
Knobbe, BronxNet executive director, with the prestigious 2016 FIERI Com-
munity Leadership Award.       Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Following the fi ling of a law-

suit over the stalled Kingsbridge 
Armory project, developers and 
their representatives are fi ghting 
for what is rightfully theirs.

A lawsuit was fi led against 
Mayor de Blasio and the NYC Eco-
nomic Development Corporation 
over the Kingsbridge National Ice 
Center project delay.

Following the lawsuit fi ling 
on Tuesday, April 12, KNIC wrote 
a letter to Alicia Glenn, deputy 
mayor for NYC Housing and 
Economic Development, which 
stated KNIC’s disappointment in 
her offi ce as well as the mayor’s 
administration for attempting 
to compromise with KNIC after 
an agreement and commitment 
on the project had already been 
reached.

“To be clear, KNIC has sat-
isfi ed the terms of the escrow 
agreement imposed upon the 
company,” said Mark Messier, 
KNIC’s CEO, in his letter to Glen. 
“KNIC is, therefore, entitled to 
the executed lease (currently held 
in escrow) - and the community is 
entitled to all of the opportunities 
and benefi ts which will fl ow from 
our project.”

“You (the city) stated that 
before EDC would release the 
signed documents currently held 
in escrow, but instead, you later 
stated that there must be mate-
rial changes to the terms of the 
lease held in escrow before these 
documents can be released,” 
Messier added. “This, of course, 
will result in yet more delays and 
prevents KNIC from commencing 
construction upon taking posses-
sion of the facility and severely 
hinders KNIC’s ability to secure 
mortages.”

“Our client (KNIC) has satis-
fi ed the terms of the escrow agree-
ment and wants the lease that has 
been previously agreed upon by 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A former golf property is 

slated to become the next Bronx 
shopping mall.

There are plans to construct 
a triple-A tenant outlet center 
at the abandoned Bronx Golf 
Center, a shuttered golf driving 
range located on East Gun Hill 
Road near the New England 
Thruway/I-95.

The proposed shopping cen-
ter, dubbed Baychester Square, 
will feature the equivalent of 
six blocks of retail and restau-
rant businesses, with shopping 
amenities such as  benches and 
walkways aimed to create a 

pleasurable shopping experi-
ence, according to Grid Proper-
ties, one of the project’s devel-
opers.

More specifi cally, the 12-
acre property, which has been 
vacant for years, will provide 
350,000 buildable square feet in 
a two-story shopping complex. 

There will be approximately 
1200 customer parking spaces, 
including 700 indoor and 500. 

The second fl oor of the 
complex will be designated 
for larger businesses, while 
smaller stores and shops will 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Thousands of visitors that use 

a busy park may fi nally be able to 
answer the  ‘call of nature’ in pri-
vacy. 

A comfort station on the west 
side of Ferry Point Park, budgeted 
a decade ago and requested by the 
community since 1999, is fi nally 
being constructed.

According to Community 
Board 10 and the Friends of Ferry 
Point Park, 5,000 to 8,000 park-
goers visit the park’s west side 
during summer weekends when 
Queens-based soccer leagues 
play.

 That side of the park is also 
home to a remote control airplane 
club called the Bronx Blue An-
gels, which fl ies Monday through 
Friday. 

Work crews are currently 
trenching the park to install the 
water and waste lines. 

A temporary road has been 

built to transport materials to the 
worksite. 

A NYC Parks Department 
spokesman stated that the com-
fort station is on schedule to be 
completed in August 2017. 

Kenneth Kearns, CB 10 district 
manager, said that the board has 
been fi ghting for a comfort station 
there since he fi rst began working 
at the board a decade ago. 

“The board has been a strong 
advocate for the establishment of 
a comfort station at Ferry Point 
Park west for many years,” said 
Kearns. “We are gratifi ed that the 
city has honored its commitment 
and is in the process of construc-
tion.”

The project was fi rst funded in 
2007 with monies from the Croton 
Filtration Plant Mitigation Funds, 
said Dotti Poggi of the Friends of 
Ferry Point Park, a longtime ad-
vocate for the comfort station. 
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 45th Precinct Community Council’s 

largest event is coming up soon – and there is 
still time to purchase tickets. 

The precinct council’s annual breakfast 
will take place at Villa Barone Manor on 
Wednesday May 11, honoring both police offi -
cers and fi ve community members who work 
hand-in-hand with the precinct.  

Invited special guests are William Brat-
ton, NYC Police Department commissioner 
and the newly sworn-in District Attorney 
Darcel Clark, said Robert Bieder, the coun-
cil’s president. The event honors one com-
munity activist from  the precinct’s six geo-
graphic areas, Bieder explained. 

“The whole community is being support-
ive of this breakfast and that is the greatest 
thing about it,” he said, adding “Every neigh-
borhood is represented and it is a great feel-
ing to have them all sit and break bread to-
gether.”  

Sponsorships are coming in from Castle 
Hill to Co-op City, said Bieder. 

Civilian honorees are Al Carena, presi-
dent of the Spencer Estate Civic Association; 
Hanna Acampora, a community activist 
from Westchester Square; Fr. Robert Grippo, 
longtime pastor of St. Theresa Church; Lynn 
Gerbino, Throggs Neck Home Owners Asso-
ciation president; Archbishop Angel Rosario, 
Church of God’s Children and Brenda Pro-
haska, who runs the City Island Community 
Center.

45th Precinct Council Breakfast set

Father Robert Grippo, a longtime past pastor of 
St. Theresa Church, is one of the honorees for the 
45th Precinct Community Council breakfast. 
 Photo courtesy of St. Theresa Parish Lynn Gerbino, Throggs Neck Homeowners Asso-

ciation president, is one of fi ve honorees nomi-
nated by the 45th Precinct Community Council 
for their service to the community. 
 Photo courtesy of Lynn Gerbino

Brenda Prohaska, City Island Community Center 
president, will be recognized. Photo by Ron TurnerProhaska has labored away for two de-

cades on behalf of the island’s community 
center and the P.T.A. at P.S. 175.

Fr. Grippo, was the pastor of St. Theresa 
for more than two decades and became a sta-
ple in the Pelham Bay community. 

Archbishop Rosario said that he has 
worked with the police department as a mem-
ber of the clergy for 35 years. 

“As a member of the clergy, I am supposed 
to be working with the police department to 
make sure the community comes together 
with them and we have support for the offi -
cers,” said Rosario. 

Carena was a police offi cer and then a 
sergeant, on the force for 33 years, working 

in the borough at the 41st Precinct, 42nd Pre-
cinct and the 52nd Precinct. 

“It feels great to be recognized,” said 
Carena. “I accept this award merely on be-
half of the board of offi cers (of the SECA) who 
do a lot of work and who donate their time.” 

Gerbino was a chief of staff to former As-
semblyman Steve Kaufman and has been 
involved in her community for decades, and 
Acampora is dedicated to her Westchester 
Square community. 

The precinct itself has been blessed with 
some stellar commanding offi cers over the 
past several years, and Captain Danielle 
Raia, who took the helm in September, is no 
exception, said Bieder. 

The council president said that Raia se-
lected fi ve of the precinct’s cops for honors: 
Sargent Jason Diaz, Sargent Louis Martinez, 
police offi cer Ronnie Mejia, police offi cer Yil-
son Melendez and police offi ce John Quis. 

Tickets for the event come with a $15 do-
nation. The breakfast starts at 8:30 a.m. For 
more info, call Bieder at (718) 828-4400. 
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Mall slated for MTA site
from Page 1

Rendering of the proposed Baychester Square shopping center 
and pedestrian court. Photo courtesy of Grid Properties

Long awaited bathrooms 
set for Ferry Point Park

from Page 1

occupy the ground level. 
The project will in-

clude over an acre of pub-
lic outdoor space.

The project will also 
include the construction 
of Two affordable hous-
ing buildings, intended 
for seniors, will complete 
the development of the 
site.

The senior units will 
be located on the western 
side of the property, along 
Gun Hill Road, near the 
little league fi elds. 

 Between 180-200 units 
will be available. 

The Gotham Orga-
nization, who has part-
nered with Grid Proper-
ties on previous projects 
and is responsible for 
over 30,000 housing units 
in NYC, will tackle the 
residential portion of the 
project.

The property was 
previously owned by 
the Metropolitan Tran-
sit Authority. It was 
sold to Grid Properties 
and the Gotham Orga-
nization for $30.5 mil-
lion in 2014.

According to Grid 
Properties, the project 
fi ts the areas.

“With this upcoming 
project, we (Grid Proper-
ties and the Gotham Or-
ganization) hope to cre-
ate not just a shopping 
center but an area with 
an exciting and vibrant 
atmosphere for the ar-
eas residents,” said Drew 
Greenwald, principal 
of Grid Properties. “We 
are very excited for the 

community to have an 
enjoyable and fun experi-
ence....”

Greenwald added that 
lengthy approval pro-
cesses, which include a 
Uniform Land Use Re-
view Process (ULURP), 
construction of the site 
will probably not be-
gin for another 15 to 18 
months. 

He expects at least a 
portion of the center to 
be completed by 2019. He 
compared the project to 
a smaller scale version of 
the Ridge Hill Shopping 
Center in Yonkers.

According to com-
munity boards 11 and 
12, however, this project 
has posed concerns re-
garding the traffi c that 
it would generate, being 
located next to I-95 and 
across the street from an-
other shopping complex 
that includes Home De-
pot, Planet Fitness and 
TGI Fridays. 

This project sounds 
like a wonderful idea but 
we need to have a num-
ber of meetings with the 
developers, because my 

board currently knows 
nothing about it,” said 
George Torres, district 
manager of CB 12. 

“The most pressing 
concern is the traffi c - 
will most of the custom-
ers drive there? If so, traf-
fi c congestion may pose a 
big issue, especially with 
other shopping complexes 
in the area.”

Torres wondered if all 
the shopping centers can 
co-exist.

“It works in White 
Plains with the 
Westchester Mall and 
the Galleria - but will it 
work here? I am not at 
all against the project - 
in fact, I encourage the 
developers to reach out 
and if they did, I would 
be more than receptive to 
their plans.”

CB 11 said that it has 
held meetings with CB 
12 and hopes to meet the 
project’s developers in 
the near future.

The Mall at Bay Plaza, 
located on the opposite 
side of I-95, declined to 
comment on the project 
for the article.

Construction on the 
project looked like it would 
begin in 2009, but for some 
reason, it never came to fru-
ition, she said. 

“I like to say cross your 
fi ngers, but don’t hold your 
breath,” she said about the 
process of getting the re-
stroom constructed in the 
park.

It is necessary as a pub-
lic heath measure, Poggi 
believes. She said that the 
wooded areas of the park 
are now where many visi-
tors go to relieve them-
selves. 

“It’s gross…in the mid-
dle of summer, the woods 

there are disgusting,” she 
said. 

Not only did she charge 
that rain is washing feces 
and urine into Westchester 
Creek, but she is also con-
cerned that people who are 
going to relieve themselves 
in the woods are then eat-
ing and drinking with un-
washed hands. 

Bronx Blue Angels 
member Juan Rodriguez 
said that the park is used 
seven days a week by the 
fl ying club and the soccer 
leagues. 

“If I want to go to the 
men’s room, I have to go a 
mile down the road to Tar-
get,” said Rodriguez. He is 

surprised that health offi -
cials have not paid more at-
tention to the matter. 

The Bronx Blue Angels 
have been requesting the 
facility be built somewhere 
in the park since 1999, when 
they were moved to Ferry 
Point’s west side from the 
current location of the golf 
course on the east side of 
the park, he said. 

Soccer leagues have pro-
vided Port-o-Sans for their 
members at their own cost, 
Rodriguez added. 

The project was origi-
nally expected to cost ap-
proximately $2 million, 
according to published re-
ports in the Bronx Times. 

A sign tells parkgoers of a ‘work in progress,’ a comfort station budgeted close to ten years ago. Com-
munity News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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Hip Hop legend faces sex abuse charges

Ronald Savage alleges that he was sexually 
abused on at least fi ve incidents. 
 Photo courtesy of Ronald Savage

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
One of the most revered names in the 

history of hip hop is facing sexual abuse 
allegations.

Kevin Donovan, better known as Af-
rika Bambaataa, a DJ who was a major in-
fl uence on the development oft the hip hop 
culture in the 1970s and 80s, is facing sex-
ual abuse charges, after multiple victims 
have come forward in the past two weeks.

Ronald Savage, a former state com-
mitteeman and former member of Afrika 
Bambaataa’s Universal Zulu Nation, al-
leges that he was a victim of sexual abuse 
by Bambaataa when he was an adoles-
cent.

According to Savage, the fi rst incident 
occurred when he was 15-years-old. 

Savage, who was in the Universal Zulu 
Nation at the time, said he frequently hung 
out with the group’s members, including 
DJ Jazzy J, who at the time was a protege 
of Bambaataa’s.

According to Savage’s, account he was 
in ninth grade at Stephenson High School 
at the time. He cut class and called Bam-
baataa because he had nowhere else to go 
for the day. 

According to Savage, Bambaataa paid 
for a cab to bring him over to his apart-
ment.

A few minutes after he arrived at Bam-
baataa’s home, Savage was asked to go 

into his bedroom with him, where the hip 
hop legend proceeded to sexually pleasure 
himself and asked Savage to do the same, 
Savage alleges.

“I didn’t know what to do - I was ner-
vous and scared,” Savage said. “I remem-
ber doing whatever he (Bambaataa) asked 
me to do, because I just wanted to be down 
with the Zulu Nation.”

After the incident, Savage claims he 
ran out of the apartment crying. A lady 
saw him and drove him back to school.

The second instance allegedly oc-
curred a few months later, after Savage 
had apparently forgiven Bambaataa for 
the previous incident. 

Savage was at his sister’s boyfriend’s 
home with Bambaataa, who proceeded to 
ask him and his sister’s boyfriend to en-
gage in oral sex. 

Savage alleges that Bambaataa 
switched back and forth between two.

The third incident is alleged to have oc-
curred when Bambaataa came over to Sav-
age’s home and allegedly had Savage lay 
down on the bed while Bambaataa threw 
his body on top of him, while they were  
both undressed. 

Savage cited at least two more incidents 
between him and Bambaataa.

The accusser then decided to stay away 
from the music icon.

“I had to tell myself that whenever he 
knocks on my door, I won’t answer it,” 
Savage said. “I knew I didn’t want to be 
around him or have anything to do with 
him, but he (Bambaataa) was so powerful, 
so who was I going to tell?”

Savage, who has suffered from depres-
sion and intimacy issues as a result of 
these incidents, also said that his thera-
pist told him to write all of his feeling and 
thoughts on paper, which he did when he 
wrote his autobiography, ‘Impulses, Urges 
and Fantasies’, in 2014.

According to reports, at least three 
other victims have come forward regard-
ing Bambaataa’s alleged acts.

As of press time, neither Afrika Bam-
baataa or the Universal Zulu Nation re-
turned requests for comment.

Baambaataa denied the allegations 
when he spoke on the Ed Lover Show ear-
lier this week.

“We encourage outlets to address this 
issue, as ignoring the story or poorly re-
gurgitating coverage from elsewhere 
represents an egregious dereliction of re-
sponsibility,” said the Center for Hip Hop 
Advocacy in a released statement. 

“However, we ask that the mainstream 
press and members of the general public 
not only respect the severity of these al-
legations, but the fact that hip-hop is a 
complex, multi-faceted culture with many 

individuals and organizations who are a 
part of, but do not necessarily defi ne, rep-
resent or speak for hip-hop as a whole,” 
the group concluded.

Bambaataa, who grew up in the Bronx 
River Projects, became a member and soon 
a warlord of the Black Spades, an predomi-
nantly African American street gang that 
fought against racism, crime, drug deal-
ing and substance abuse and addiction 
and were infl uenced by Malcolm X, the 

Continued on page 11

Co-op City Girl Scout top cookie seller

SaRayna Levin Photo courtesy of Girl Scouts

BY JENNIFER TERMAN 
The scrumptious time of year when you 

can eat your way through countless boxes 
of Girl Scout cookies has passed, but the 
glory remains for one 12-year-old Co-op 
City resident and girl scout, who achieved 
top Bronx seller this year.

SaRayna Levin of Girl Scouts of 
Greater New York Troop #1675 sold a 
whopping 1,134 boxes during her fi rst year 
as a scout. 

The hard work of selling to family, 
residents of her 33-story apartment build-
ing and members of her church paid off, 
and she not only gets the title of top Bronx 
seller, she also received a laptop computer 
for selling more than 1,000 boxes and was 
honored at a ceremony at Yankee Stadium. 

“I was kind of nervous, but it was ac-
tually really fun,” said Levin, who added 
that participating in girl scouts helped 
her come out of her shell.

“I like selling cookies,” Levin said. “I 
fi nd it fun getting to talk to people and it 
helps me speak up.”

The cookie sales program teaches 
money management, decision-making, 
goal-setting, people skills and business 
ethics. 

It also exposed Levin and her younger 
sister, who won top Bronx seller last year, 
to the world of moneymaking, something 
their parents have not minded. 

The house has never been cleaner, as 
the girls are motivated to do chores for al-
lowance, said their mother, Tisje Ingram. 

“I’ve been telling my husband that I 
wake up and the girls make me breakfast,” 
Ingram laughed. “It’s so wonderful.” 

The girl scouts’ program has not only 
taught responsibility and the value of work 
but also has served as an opportunity for 
the family to come together to sell cook-
ies, with Ingram printing out order sheets 
and spreading the word months before 
the cookies are sent to be sold and bring-
ing cookies to sell to family and friends 
through social media and to work.

“With social media, that’s the greatest 
thing,” Ingram said. “I start in December 
and tell people, ‘Hey, the cookies are com-
ing.’ So people want three of this, fi ve of 
this, so by the time the sheet comes, you’re 
already ahead of the game.” 

The sisters’ motivation seems to run in 
the family. After hearing about the pos-
sibility of earning top seller, their goal-
oriented mother said, “Oh, we’re going to 
make that! How do we do it?”

The girls are not stopping at simply win-
ning top Bronx seller, though, as they plan 
to sell even more cookies in the future. 

“We’re going to try to sell cookies to-
gether to raise a higher goal next year,” 
SaRayna Levin said. “We are going to try 
and do it together.”
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A citywide notifi cation system was set 

up to provide residents of the communities 
around Rodman’s Neck with advance warn-
ing about noisy NYPD bomb squad opera-
tions. 

The public will now learn  in advance 
about Rodman’s Neck bomb detonations 
through the Offi ce of Emergency Manage-
ment’s Notify NYC, a phone and e-mail alert 
system. 

Anyone wanting the notifi cations, which 
also will include citywide data and other 
community-specifi c information, are wel-
come to sign up. 

Benjamin Krakauer, OEM director of 
watch command, said that the NYPD range 
offi cer at Rodman’s Neck will alert Notify 
NYC before the detonations occur. 

He estimates the notifi cation warnings 
will go out an hour in advance and the alerts 
will include a time frame for the detonations.

“We heard from our community outreach 
that there was some concern in the commu-
nity that they did not know when there were 
planned detonations at Rodman’s Neck,” said 

Rodman’s Neck bomb 
alerts approved by city

Krakauer about why the alert system has 
been put in place. 

The messages from the range are now 
available in zip codes 10461, 10464, 10465, and 
10475. 

Either call 311 or visit Notify NYC on 
the OEM website to sign up. Make sure you 
sign up for the category named ‘signifi cant 
events,’ said Krakauer. 

The agency met with the Community 
Board 10 Municipal Services Committee on 
Tuesday, April 12 to discuss protocols for the 
new alerts. 

They also visited the City Island Civic 
Association, which has been advocating for 
sound abatement at the range and bomb deto-
nations facilities for two decades, according 
to board members. 

Councilman James Vacca said that he 
urges people on City Island and throughout 
CB 10 to sign up for Notify NYC to receive the 
alerts.

“I think that being pre-warned…is defi -
nitely worth signing up for,” said the coun-
cilman, who added that Notify NYC would 
also deliver alerts about citywide events and 

happenings, but not so frequently as to be a 
nuisance.  

The CICA will continue to advocate for a 
timetable for the construction of sound re-
mediation devices at the range, but also wel-
comed the news, said association vice-presi-
dent Barbara Dolensek. 

“We have been assured that it is actually 
happening, which is good news,” she said of 
the Notify NYC alerts, adding “It is not going 
to get rid of the noise, but at least it will give 
people a heads up.”

Another CICA board member, John Doyle, 
said that the overall goal of the organization 
remains getting sound attenuation at the 
range as soon as possible. 

The councilman said that his top goal at 
the range, which is set to undergo at $150 mil-
lion renovation and reconstruction, is sound 
abatement and dealing with lead contamina-
tion issues.

Doyle cited disappointment over a long 
string of promises concerning noise at the 
range going back two decades, a sentiment 
that Dolensek shared. 

“We are all a little skeptical on a 25-year-

Residents near the NYPD range and explosive 
detonation facility at Rodman’s Neck can now 
sign up for advance warning of detonations. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

old promise,” she said of range sound abate-
ment. 

She said she hopes that the planned sound 
abatement, which the NYPD has confi rmed 
will be part of the project, will occur early on 
in range reconstruction. 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Questions continue to arise about the 

tragic death of an elderly man in a NY-
CHA senior housing complex in Allerton. 

The death of Olegario Pabon in a tragic 
elevator accident at Boston Road Plaza on 
Christmas Eve 2015 was the subject of a 
hearing at City Hall on Thursday, April 
21. 

The hearing included testimony at the 
council’s public housing committee from 
Michael Kelly, New York City Housing Au-
thority general manager, and agency offi -
cials. 

In his testimony, Kelly cited Depart-
ment of Investigation fi ndings released 
recently and said that the accident was a 
result of equipment failures, communica-
tion failures and “a fractured culture or a 
dismissive way of thinking by some.” 

“When faced with an elevator hazard 
that posed a serious risk, members of the 
Boston Road reported to DOI things like 
‘it’s not my job’ and ‘I just wanted to go 
home,’” said Kelly. “These casual refer-
ences tap into an indifference that under-
mines every aspect of what we are trying 
to change at NYCHA. This is unaccept-
able.” 

The general manager said that NYCHA 
couldn’t afford a culture of indifference 
and spoke about another lift accident at 
the Morris Houses that broke an elderly 

Torres, Vacca question NYCHA’s ‘culture’
man’s foot in December 2015, according to 
published reports. 

NYCHA recently transferred fi ve em-
ployees who had knowledge of the inci-
dent, and relieved the head of its elevator 
division of his duties, according to the 
agency.  

Councilman James Vacca, who ques-
tioned NYCHA offi cials at the hearing, 
said that he found the testimony alarm-
ing. 

“What I heard yesterday was an admis-
sion of...massive neglect,” said the coun-
cilman, who added that he had never seen 
an agency come up front with such a state-
ment. 

The councilman gave no quarter to 
agency employees who don’t take risks se-
riously. 

“NYCHA needs to start fi ring people 
who are not doing their jobs,” said Vacca, 
who said he believes the agency may have 
to “clean house” as necessary. 

The chairman of the public housing 
committee, Councilman Ritchie Torres, 
said that hearing generated more ques-
tions than answers and that he too was 
alarmed by the testimony. 

Torres said he saw the hearing as an at-
tempt by NYCHA to make the issue largely 
a personnel problem. 

“In fact, it goes far beyond personnel,” 
said Torres. “It is a systemic problem, a 

policy problem.” 
Councilman Torres said that his pri-

mary concern was ensuring that there 
was policy and training when it came to 
elevator break monitors and other similar 
issues, like making sure the agency kept 
up with regulations on lifts. 

The DOI report concluded that a break 
monitor was not functioning when Pabon 
died. 

Vacca continued to call for live-in su-
perintendents at two buildings in his dis-
trict, including Boston Road Plaza and 
Middletown Plaza, a measure he believes 
would result in better service for tenants.

In a statement, a spokesman for NY-
CHA said that the agency is considering 
resident supers for its senior housing de-
velopment.

 “Separately, NYCHA is currently ex-
ploring the possibility of live-in staff, in-
cluding superintendents in senior build-
ings as a way to better meet the needs of 
our senior residents,” stated the spokes-
man.   

(Right) An elevator accident that claimed the 
life of an elderly man at 2440 Boston Road was 
a topic of discussion at a New York City Council 
Public Housing committee hearing  
. Commuity News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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BRONX YMCA | 2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx NY 10473 | 212.912.2490 

Our Sports Camp is designed to enhance various sports skills and fundamentals in age-
appropriate groups. Through the coaching and support of camp staff with backgrounds or ed-

ucation in sports, campers will learn the history, rules and key skills of different sports; all 
while practicing their techniques in mini-games. In addition, campers will explore the values of 

teamwork, good sportsmanship and strong work ethics. Sports Camp is divided into two age 
groups: 8-9 & 10-11. 

Cost per 2 week session: Member: $470 Non-Member: $490 

*Spaces are limited 

Our Swim Camp helps children develop important swimming skills and a lifetime love of the wa-
ter, while instilling values around water safety and responsibility. Swim Camp is divided into two 
age groups: 8-9 & 10-11. The key components of Swim Camp are: • Swimmers are given an op-
portunity to build swimming skills • Stroke development and training is tailored by age and skills 
level • Swim campers participate in core traditional camp activities • Activities and interactions 
emphasize building self-esteem and self-confidence. 

*Cost per 2 week session: Member: $470 Non-Member: $490 

*Spaces are limited 
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Bronx’ fi rst Little Free Library opens
BY ROBERT WIRSING

A once aspiring librarian 
is on a mission to promote lit-
eracy in our borough.

City Islander Jennie Sal-
gado, queen mother of the Red 
Hat Society Chapter’s Ageless 
Joyful Divas 85722, and East-
chester Center for Cancer Care 
are working together to estab-
lish the Bronx’s very fi rst Lit-
tle Free Library which is part 
of a worldwide lending library 
movement.

A self-described bibliophile, 
Salgado once imagined herself 
becoming a librarian due to 
her passion for literature.

“When I was growing up, 
my family didn’t have a lot of 
money for me to participate 
in extracurricular activities, 
but we had a lot of books that I 
read and grew to love reading,” 
shared Salgado.

Though she found work as a 
registered nurse, Salgado’s pas-
sion would become the driving 
force behind creating the Little 
Free Library.

The fi rst challenge she faced 
was choosing an accessible 

space that could house the li-
brary.

After reviewing a bevy of lo-
cations she decided to gift her 
library to the Eastchester Cen-
ter for Cancer Care where her 
son, Victor received treatment 
for Hodgkin’s Lymphoma and 
her husband, Raul undergoes 
post-cancer aftercare.

Salgado approached Linda 
Nasta, Eastchester Center for 
Cancer Care manager, with 
her idea which she quickly ac-
cepted.

According to Nasta and Sal-
gado, the Little Free Library 
will be located on the second 
fl oor chemo treatment area. 

Her next step was to raise 
funds to purchase a stamp of 
the Little Free Library logo 
to imprint on the books and a 
bookcase.

Virginia Gallagher, Pilot 
Cove president, permitted Sal-
gado to post signs in her resi-
dence to promote the raffl e that 
helped buy the stamp.

Through the combined en-
thusiastic response of the resi-
dents who purchased tickets, 

along with Salgado’s Red Hat 
friends, her dream became a 
reality.

Eastchester Center for Can-
cer Care’s Little Free Library 
is one of less than fi ve in New 
York City.

Salgado’s library is a three 
shelved bookcase sporting the 
Red Hats Society’s trademark 

purple and red colors, red 
beads, butterfl ies, fl owers and 
a guest book.  

According to Nasta, the 
lending library is set to open at 
the facility at the end of April. 

Salgado said some Pilot 
Cove residents have donated 
books while one City Island 
resident contributed nearly 100 

books to library.
She is certain the library 

will bring much joy to the pa-
tients at the treatment facility.

“With this Little Free Li-
brary here, our patients will 
feel that they’re in a calm, posi-
tive environment which will 
help them escape the stress 
and negativity they might be 
experiencing,” Nasta said.    

The Little Free Library 
‘take a book, return a book’ 
free book exchange movement 
originated in 2009 in Hudson, 
Wisconsin by Todd Bol when 
he fabricated a bird house 
shaped one-room schoolhouse 
he fi lled with books and placed 
on a post in his front lawn.

Bol did this to honor his late 
mother, Esther Bol, who was a 
school teacher with a passion 
for reading.

It later became a movement 
to promote literacy.

Last October, the original 
Little Free Library received 
a commendation from the Li-
brary of Congress and today 
there are over 25,000 little free 
libraries worldwide.

An avid reader, Jennie Salgado sits beside her Little Free Library which she will 
gift to Eastchester Center for Cancer Care. Community News Group / Robert Wirsing

On Wednesday, April 27 a 
multi-agency task force arrested 
120 members and associates of 
two rival street gangs operating 
in the Bronx: the 2Fly YGz and 
the Big Money Bosses.  

The gangs are charged in two 
separate indictments with rack-
eteering conspiracy, narcotics 
conspiracy, narcotics distribu-
tion, and fi rearms offenses.   

Manhattan U.S. Attorney 
Preet Bharara said,  “Today, we 
seek to eviscerate two violent 
street gangs – 2Fly and BMB 
– that have allegedly wreaked 
havoc on the streets of the north-
ern Bronx for years, by commit-
ting countless acts of violence 
against rival gang members and 
innocents alike.”  

“The gangs’ alleged victims 
include not only a 15-year-old 
child stabbed and left to die in 
the street, as well as a 92 year-old 
woman shot by a stray bullet in 
her own home, but also extend 
to the thousands of residents of 
Eastchester Gardens and its sur-
rounding neighborhoods terror-
ized for years by the gangs’ open-
air drug dealing and senseless 
violence,” he added.  

NYPD Commissioner Wil-

Law enforcement nabs 120 gang members
liam Bratton said, “As alleged, 
these individuals engaged in 
open-air drug sales near homes 
and schools in the Bronx, push-
ing poison onto our streets.  Al-
legedly, they also committed nu-
merous acts of violence and at 
least eight murders in the course 
of their illicit operations.  “

Homeland Security Investi-
gations Special Agent-in-Charge 
Angel M. Melendez said,   “Those 
arrested today allegedly used vi-
olence and fear to intimidate peo-
ple who live within and around 
the Eastchester Gardens Public 
Housing.  These ruthless gang 
members are allegedly respon-
sible for more than 1,800 shots 
fi red, resulting in eight alleged 
homicides.  Public safety is im-
portant to us, and today our city 
streets are safer because of the 
work of HSI agents in our Vio-
lent Gang Unit and the work of 
our federal and local law enforce-
ment partners.”

  “The gangs of New York have 
returned to open air drug mar-
kets; brazenly selling marijuana, 
crack cocaine, powder cocaine 
and prescription pain medication 
to drug users in neighborhood 
parks, abandoned houses, and 

playgrounds”, said DEA Special 
Agent-in-Charge James J. Hunt.

“This investigation demon-
strates ATF’s commitment to 
our communities by partnering 
with our federal and local coun-
terparts in order to dismantle 

armed criminal organizations.  
These two violent groups, al-
legedly responsible for multiple 
shootings, homicides, and other 
acts of violence, will now have to 
face the consequences of terror-
izing the communities that they 

lived in.  This should be a les-
son to others who are engaged in 
these types of illegal activities.  
Our cooperative law enforce-
ment efforts will continue,” ATF 
Special Agent-in-Charge Delano 
Reid said. 

The NYPD released this photo of the gang arrests operation in the northern part of the borough. 
 Photo courtesy of NYPD
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Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

(Right) Kingsbridge Armory 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

KNIC continues fi ght 
after fi ling lawsuit

From page 1

both parties,” said William Brewer III, 
partner at Brewer, Attorneys & Counsel-
ors, who represents KNIC. “We reject any 
offer that limits our ability to begin con-
struction or restricts the ability to record 
a mortgage agains the lease, as those con-
ditions will have a crippling effect on our 
ability to move forward and create new 
jobs.”

“The city still has not responded to 
KNIC’s most recent communication hop-
ing to resolve this issue - or responded to 
the substance of the lawsuit fi led by KNIC,” 
Brewer III added. “We will seek an order 
from the court declaring the EDC’s objec-
tion to delivery of the signed lease as inap-
propriate.”

The 35-page lawsuit’s actions came up 
after the mayor’s determination to violate 
a 99-year lease contract entered during pre-
vious Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s admin-
istration. 

The lawsuit also states that Mayor de 
Blasio’s administration has diverted the 
rightful owner from their business oppor-
tunity while also ‘deliberately delaying the 
process of the Kingsbridge Armory rede-
velopment’, which has caused KNIC hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in losses.

The suit even alleges that NYCEDC had 
conspired with the project’s former prin-
cipals, Jonathon Richter, Jeff Spiritos and 
Marcos Wignell, in hopes that KNIC would 
default on its commitment so that the proj-
ect’s responsibility could be passed back 
over to the three individuals who used to 
handle the site’s development.

The fi nancial process for the project be-
gan in December, when the fi rst $20 million 
in private funding of the $138 million con-
struction loan commitment was approved 
by the Empire State Development Corpora-
tion’s board of directors. In February, ESD 
also approved a $15 million construction 
loan (of $158 million) to be used towards 
phase one of the Kingsbridge Armory reno-
vations.

“Our hope is that the city will immedi-
ately withdraw its objection to the contin-
ued progress of the Kingsbridge Armory 
redevelopment,” Messier said. “Any modi-
fi cation to the current lease arrangements 
will impede the forward momentum of this 
project, stall the creation of new jobs and 
delay the delivery of benefi ts to which the 
community is entitled.”

Nation of Islam and the Black Panthers, 
In the mid-1970s, Bambaataa formed 

the Universal Zulu Nation with several 
members of the Black Spades. 

In 1982, Bambaataa, who specialized in 
combining hip hop and electro elements, 
released arguably his greatest single, 
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Hip Hop legend faces sex abuse charges
From page 5 ‘Planet Rock.”

Cornell University currently holds 
Bambaataa’s archives of hip hop artifacts, 
which includes thousands of vinyls, cas-
settes, CDs, fi lms, videos, photographs, 
magazines, books and party and event fl y-
ers from the late 1970s and early 1980s. 

In March, Cornell received a grant of 
$260,000 to preserve the collection.
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JOIN US FOR ONE OF THE  WILDEST EVENTS IN NY AND MAKE TRACKS FOR WILDLIFE!

8TH ANNUAL 5K RUN  AND
FAMILY FUN RUN/WALK

SATURDAY

APRIL 30, 2016
SAVE $5 COURTESY OF THE 
BRONX TIMES REPORTER
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PH

OT
O: 

CR
IST

IAN
 SA

MP
ER

, JU
LIE

 LA
RS

EN
 M

AH
ER

 ©
 W

CS

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:

 � Exclusive access to the Bronx Zoo prior to        
public opening.

 � Registration fee includes complimentary          
Bronx Zoo general admission and parking–            
run and stay for the day.

 � Free post-run activities, refreshments and 
entertainment for all ages including a silent disco!

 � Great way to build corporate and family teams 
and show how much you love wildlife!

 � Your participation and fundraising efforts will 
support the Wildlife Conservation Society’s 
global mission. 

  PRESENTED BY                      FEATURED SPONSORS

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

TO REGISTER OR DONATE, GO TO

WCSRUNFORTHEWILD.ORG
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