
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A site in Morris Park that has 

often been the center of contro-
versy in the past may fi nally be 
developed – with the community’s 
blessing. 

The vacant parcel, 841A Mor-
ris Park Avenue, a paper street 
called Graham Place, was sold by 
the city several years ago. 

Local developer, Morris Park 
Venture LLC, fi led permits on 
Monday, April 11 to build an eight-
unit residential building, with 
basement commercial space and 
medical offi ce fl oors, according 
to the NYC Department of Build-
ings. 

The plans have not been   ap-
proved yet, but are as-of-right, ac-
cording to sources  

Well over a decade ago  when 
Diane Cerino owned one of the 
two residential properties facing 
Graham Place,   she raised con-
cerns that the houses would be 
landlocked if the property was de-
veloped.  

But now, with those two houses 
now vacant and facing foreclosure 
according to neighbors, commu-
nity sentiment has apparently 
shifted. 

Graham Place runs north from 
Morris Park to the southern side of 
Matthews-Muliner Playground.

The Morris Park Community 
Association has received many 
complaints about the two boarded 
up properties.

According to a nearby busi-
ness, squatters were found living 
in one of the vacant houses and 
stealing power from a neighbor-
ing house of worship. 

“I know that neighbors have 
been complaining about home-
less people and squatters,” said 
Tony Singorile, MPCA president. 
“Sometimes they see kids smok-
ing ‘funny cigarettes’ (marijuana) 
there at nighttime.”

Signorile said he feels that 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The suggestion of another 

Hunts Point prison has residents 
and community leaders fuming.

This week, Senator Jeff Klein, 
Councilman Rafael Salamanca 
and local residents gathered at 
the Vernon C. Bain Center prison 
barge, located at 1 Halleck Street, 
to protest a proposal which would 
result in the development of a 
‘mini Rikers’ at the southern edge 
of the peninsula.

The plan called for the con-
struction of a 2,000-bed adult jail 

in Hunts Point, and the closing 
of the 800-inmate Vernon C. Bain 
Center.

Plans for the development of 
new jail facilities in the fi ve bor-
oughs surfaced two weeks ago, af-
ter Governor Cuomo and Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito 
supported the closing of the prison 
on Rikers Island, NYC’s main jail 
complex, which currently houses 
approximately 10,000 inmates on a 
daily basis, as the best solution to 
ending brutality and dysfunction 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The landmarked gateway 

into Crotona Park built during 
the Great Depression is going 
to be renovated. 

The bathhouse building that 
serves as an entrance to the 
Crotona Play Area at Fulton 
Avenue and East 173rd Street 
will be rehabbed. The Land-
marks Preservation Commis-
sion has approved the plans. 

The project is currently out-
to-bid and listed in the ‘pro-
curement phase’ by the NYC 
Parks Department. It was un-

successfully bid recently, ac-
cording to the agency. 

“Renovation to the Crotona 
Park entrance will include 
roof repair, relighting of the 
structure, pointing and other 
such phases of masonry, and 
restoring the function of the 
clock,” stated a Parks Depart-
ment spokesman, adding “Be-
cause this is a landmarked 
structure, the work is more ex-
pensive and more difficult.”

The Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission needs to ap-
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Crowning Achievement
The Bronx Puerto Rican Parade Reinado Infantil Pageant crowned Kayla 
Cordero as their pageant queen this past Sunday, April 17 at the United 
Federation of Teachers. Cordero will march in this June’s Bronx Puerto 
Rican Day Parade.  Photo by Miriam Quin

HP residents protest 
proposal for adult jail

BRONX SAYS “NO” 
TO ‘MINI RIKERS’

Complicated 
future for odd 

MP parcel

Crotona Park Bathhouse 
renovation project
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A private, commercial 

street in Parkchester is 
generating parking frustra-
tion. 

The mix up is occur-
ring on East Avenue, where 
drivers are confused by the 
street’s public/private park-
ing regulations. 

The two block stretch is 
tucked behind Metropoli-
tan Avenue. 

The commercial busi-
nesses along the street  in-
clude Marshall’s, Subway, 
Sleepy’s and Santander 
Bank.

East Avenue’s 2-hour 
muni-meters operate from 
9 a.m. to 7 p.m. everyday ex-
cept Sunday, according to 
its signage, however when 
not in operation the park-
ing area is for Parkchester 
parking permit holders 
only. 

A large sign posted by 
Parkchester Management 
warns after-hour parkers 

that the street is private 
and a tow away zone. It 
adds any illegally parked 

and unauthorized vehicles 
will be towed at the vehicle 
owner’s expense, 24-hours 
a day, seven days a week.

The contracted tow 
truck fi rm, Bear Trans-
portation LLC, hired by 
Parkchester Condomini-
ums, acknowledged that 
East Street generates an 
unusual situation because 
it mixes private and public 
parking at different times. 

They claim that regular 
towing laws are in effect on 
this block just as they are 
for any other block in the 
city.

“It doesn’t matter if a 
street is private or public - 
if a car parks in a no stand-
ing zone, in front of a fi re 
hydrant or in a pedestrian 
crosswalk, that car is get-
ting towed.”

The latter of the three 
scenario’s took place ear-
lier this month, when a lo-
cal customer complained 
that his BMW was towed 

for parking in a pedestrian 
crosswalk. He argued that, 
because he had purchased 
a muni ticket, his car 
shouldn’t have been towed, 
according to Bear Trans-
portation.

The customer, Mu-
hannad Assi, said that he 
was not parked in a pedes-
trian crosswalk, but be-
lieves that he was towed be-
cause he had parked outside 
parking space’s lines.

Assi, a frequent Santan-
dar Bank customer, also 
charged that metered park-
ing on East Avenue is a con-
fl ict of interest for the city.

“If a street is private, 
it’s supposed to be private, 
meaning that anybody who 
parks there is entitled to 
park freely,” Assi said. 

“I’m not even saying 
this for me - it’s just not 
fair that the residents of 
this block have to pay for a 
separate permit to park at 
night while they are still be-
ing charged to park on this 
street on a daily basis while 
the city benefi ts.”

“I just hate to see people 
who might not have knowl-
edge of a situation be taken 
advantage of,” he added. “If 
they (the city) is collecting 

money for parking on a pri-
vate street, the least they 
can do is fi x the street’s con-
dition.”

According to the NYC 
Department of Transpota-
tion, East Avenue is indeed 
a privately owned street 
that offers restricted use to 
the public. 

DOT added that mark-
ings on this street have 
been provided for the bene-
fi t of the pedestrians and ve-
hicles that use this private 
street in the same manner 
as other public streets or 
highways that are traveled 
or used.

Vexing parking 
situation in Parkchester

East Avenue looking north. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

Metered parking has existed on 
East Avenue for over 40 years. 
 Community News Group / Steven 
Goodstein
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MORTGAGE SUPERMARKET
JUMBOS

UP
TO

$10 MILLION

5/1-Year* ARM 15-YEAR*FIXED 30-YEAR*FIXED

2750% 2875 3625%

3015% 3061% 3857%

*12m-t-bill index0.540% Margin 

is 2.50%. Monthly payments of 

$4.09/ $1000 Borrowed. Min. 

255 down. Payment could go up 

or down after 60th mo. Annual 

payment adjustment

*Monthly payment of $6.85 per 

$1000 borrowed Min. 25% down.

*Monthly payments of $4.64 per 

$1000 borrowed Min. 25%down.

CONDO / CO-OP 

COMMERCIAL

FIRST TIME 
HOME BUYER

Borrow 97% _ Apr 4.15% Freddie Mac - First 

Time Home Buyer Program. Save Thousands!

Discounted Rates With Locks Provided 

With State Bond Money, Direct Lender

Interest Only 4% Up To 50 Million 5 

Family And Up, Strip Centers, Mixed Use

SELF-EMPLOYED 

 Problems- Let Us Hear - Many Exceptions

ED ANGELINO NMLS # 9483

3609 East Tremont Avenue

Bronx, New York 10465

Eangelino@powerexpressmortgage.com

“Give us 
a call you 
will save 
Thousands”
Baseball Superstar 
Mariano Rivera

We’re an Equal Housing Lender, Licensed Mortgage Banker- NYS Dept. of Financial Services. All rates, fees, terms and guidelines are subject to change without notice. Not 

responsible for errors. NMLS ID#4904, NMLS ID#1324
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Memorial site for Eric Merchant. Photo courtesy of Michael Merchant
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SAVE MONEY

Hunts Point residents says “no” 
to proposed ‘mini Rikers’

Klein (left) and Salamanca (right) with protesters. Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce

inside of the city’s jails.
An 18-page document 

outlining the plans for 
the ‘mini Rikers’ in Hunts 
Point was exposed shortly 
after Mayor de Blasio’s ad-
ministration denied any 
knowledge of the plan to 
locate new jail facilities in 
the city.

Along with Klein and 
Salamanca, the rally was 
also attended by members 
of Community Board 2, 
Mothers on the Move and 
Forward South Bronx Co-
alition.

“Hunts Point, as well as 
much of the south Bronx, 
has been a dumping ground 
for long enough,” said Ce-
dric McClester, chairman 
of Forward South Bronx Co-
alition, an local organiza-
tion that primarily focuses 

on reducing substance use 
and abuse among youth. 
“The south Bronx is trying 
to come up - and a new jail 
facility is not the answer.”

“We are tired of the city 
treating the south Bronx 
like an unwanted step 
child,” McClester added. 

“Building jails is a bad 
idea because it does not fi x 
the problem,” said Dr. Ian 
Amritt, chairman of CB 2. 
“Hunts Point is resurrect-
ing itself from a dark past 
- so why should the commu-
nity support this?”

“While I understand 
that we need to make 
strides in improving cor-
rections infrastructure, 
primarily Rikers Island, 
the solution is not building 
a new facility in the South 
Bronx,” said Councilman 
Salamanca. “I’m incred-

ibly concerned that it took 
a leaked document pro-
vided to a newspaper for 
this community to learn 
about a proposal to place 
a possible jail in Hunts 
Point.”

“The Hunts Point com-
munity has worked hard 
to develop this area and 
a ‘secretive’ plan to bring 
a ‘mini Rikers’ to Hunts 
Point is simply unaccept-
able,” said Senator Klein. 
“An exposed document 
is not how this commu-
nity should learn about a 
proposal that will impact 
their day-to-day lives.”

“This community (of 
Hunts Point) has its own 
vision for business, hous-
ing and growth, and this 
proposal puts their vision 
behind bars,” Senator 
Klein added.

from Page 1

something needs to be done 
at the location. 

Cerini said when she 
owned the property she 
was forced to deal with a 
nightmare when an earlier 
owner of the lot fenced off 
the property, leaving her a 
narrow walkway to reach 
Morris Park Avenue. 

She ultimately had to 
register her house with the 
FDNY as a landlocked prop-
erty, she said, adding that 
while her next-door neigh-
bor was able to construct a 
door onto neighboring Mu-
liner Avenue, she was not 
able to. She fi nally moved 
from the house in 2002.  

Councilman James 
Vacca said he is objecting 

to the recent plans fi led for 
841A Morris Park Avenue 
in their current form, add-
ing that he had found some 
errors. 

“I feel that parking is 
adequate according to the 
(R-5) zoning,” said Vacca, 
adding that he maintains 
that there should be two 
side yards instead of one 
in the application, and that 
a front-yard is also needed 
but not in the current appli-
cation.

“I have made some ob-
jections to DOT, that I hope 
will cause the plans to be 
reconsidered and possibly 
redone,” said the council-
man. 

Hafeez Zahirudin, the 
manager of the neighboring 

D. Kingsbridge Upholstery 
at 845 Morris Park Avenue, 
said he reported the squat-
ters who were stealing 
electricity in 2015 from the 
mosque next to the prop-
erty. 

“We are hoping that the 
lots can be sold as soon as 
possible and they could get 
someone in there,” he said 
of the vacant houses, added 
that he does not want the 
area to become blighted, 
with garbage dumping and 
graffi ti.

Cerini said she believes 
that if a building is con-
structed at 841A Morris 
Park Avenue, it will make 
selling the landlocked prop-
erties at 191 and 193 Graham 
Place all but impossible. 

from Page 1

Complicated future for odd 
Morris Park vacant parcel

The site at 841A Morris Park Avenue has been vacant for years. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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BRONX YMCA | 2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx NY 10473 | 212.912.2490 

Our Sports Camp is designed to enhance various sports skills and fundamentals in age-
appropriate groups. Through the coaching and support of camp staff with backgrounds or ed-

ucation in sports, campers will learn the history, rules and key skills of different sports; all 
while practicing their techniques in mini-games. In addition, campers will explore the values of 

teamwork, good sportsmanship and strong work ethics. Sports Camp is divided into two age 
groups: 8-9 & 10-11. 

Cost per 2 week session: Member: $470 Non-Member: $490 

*Spaces are limited 

Our Swim Camp helps children develop important swimming skills and a lifetime love of the wa-
ter, while instilling values around water safety and responsibility. Swim Camp is divided into two 
age groups: 8-9 & 10-11. The key components of Swim Camp are: • Swimmers are given an op-
portunity to build swimming skills • Stroke development and training is tailored by age and skills 
level • Swim campers participate in core traditional camp activities • Activities and interactions 
emphasize building self-esteem and self-confidence. 

*Cost per 2 week session: Member: $470 Non-Member: $490 

*Spaces are limited 
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
It’s not the London 

Bridge, but it’s coming down 
non the less.

The NYC Department of 
Transportation is planning 
a permanent fi x to an east 
Bronx overpass that has 
been the subject of many 
collisions. 

DOT announced that 
in late 2016 it will begin 
the complete replacement 
of the superstructure of 
the Westchester Avenue 
overpass that crosses the 
Hutchinson River Park-
way, raising the clearance 
on the parkway from 9 to 
11 feet to at least 12 feet and 
six inches, according to an 
agency spokeswoman. 

The project will fea-
ture the replacement of the 
bridge deck, as well as sup-
porting girders. 

This is especially impor-
tant because large trucks, 
that should not be on the 
parkway, have repeatedly 
struck the bottom portion of 
the overpass in the past sev-
eral years. 

Councilman James 
Vacca said when the proj-
ect starts motorists may be 
in for major traffi c inconve-
niences. 

“We already have traffi c 
problems there, and I think 
as construction proceeds 

DOT needs to be sensitive 
to the fact that this is one 
of most congested locations 
in my district,” said Vacca. 
“How we mitigate that going 
forth will be very important 
during the construction.” 

The councilman said that 
he was happy to learn that 
the plan also calls for add-
ing a right turn lane onto 
Waters Place at the south-
bound Westchester Avenue 
exit off the Hutch. 

Traffi c is building up in 
this area due to the ever-ex-
panding Hutchinson Metro 
Center .

The $1 billion 911 call 
center is set to start ramp-
ing up operations soon, said 
Vacca. 

“I think we can only 
expect more construction 
there in the future,” the 
councilman said of Waters 
Place, adding he is still  ad-
vocacing for a direct con-
nection from the Hutchin-
son River Parkway into the 
Hutchinson Metro Center 
built. 

Members of the East 
Bronx Traffi c Coalition, a 
consortium of civic groups 
concerned about escalating 
congestion, also said the 
news was a step in the right 
direction. They also offered 
suggestions. 

EBTC member John Ma-

rano said that he would like 
to see NYPD traffi c agents at 
that location during the re-
construction period. 

He would like the new 
Westchester Avenue over-
pass to be widened to accom-
modate more vehicles. 

The situation turning 
onto Westchester Avenue 
from Waters Place has be-
come increasingly unbear-
able, said EBTC member 
John Doyle, and this has 
been made worse by current 
maintenance work on the 
bridge. 

“Overall, this is defi -
nitely a step in the right di-
rection,” said Doyle. 

According to DOT, con-
struction on the new over-
pass will take place at 
night.

“DOT will maintain the 
current number of travel 
lanes on Westchester Av-
enue during this con-
struction,” stated the DOT 
spokeswoman. “On the 
Hutchinson River Parkway, 
single and double lane over-
night closures will be re-
quired.” 

Limited full closures of 
the parkway during late 
night and early morning 
hours should be expected 
for removal and installa-
tion of girders, according to 
DOT.

New Westchester Ave. 
Hutch overpass slated

Jammed traffi c is a frequent occurrence on the Westchester Avenue overpass crossing the Hutchin-
son River Parkway. The structure is undergoing work after several trucks collided into the bridge.
 Photo courtsey of Michael McNerney

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. and The Bronx 
Tourism Council announced 
that actor Vincent Pastore, 
animator and director Peter 
Sohn, author Arlene Alda 
and dance pioneer Eduardo 
Vilaro are the 2016 class of 
honorees for the Bronx Walk 
of Fame.

 “Once again, we have put 
together a tremendous class 
of individuals that repre-
sent the best of our borough 
for induction into the Bronx 
Walk of Fame,” said Diaz Jr. 
“These four individuals have 
seen considerable success 
in their chosen fi elds, and 
throughout it all they have 
highlighted their strong roots 
in The Bronx. I congratulate 
Vincent Pastore, Peter Sohn, 
Arlene Alda and Eduardo 
Vilaro on their induction to 
the Bronx Walk of Fame, and 
I look forward to celebrating 
their accomplishments dur-
ing Bronx Week 2016.”

 Vincent Pastore has been 
a star of screen and stage for 
decades, and is best known 
for his role in HBO’s hit se-
ries The Sopranos, for which 
he received a Screen Actors 
Guild Award for his work in 
2001. A City Island resident, 
Mr. Pastore has appeared in 
fi lms including Goodfellas, 
Carlito’s Way, Awakenings, 
State of Grace, The Godfather 

Part III and many more.
 The fi rst Asian-Ameri-

can to ever be inducted to the 
Bronx Walk of Fame, Peter 
Sohn is an award-winning 
animator and director with 
Pixar Studios, having worked 
on numerous hit fi lms in-
cluding Finding Nemo, The 
Incredibles and Up. Most re-
cently, Sohn directed Pixar’s 
2015 feature hit The Good Di-
nosaur.

 Arlene Alda, who grew up 
in Williamsbridge and grad-
uated from Evander Childs 
High School, is an award-
winning photographer and 
author whose work has ap-
peared in numerous books, 
newspapers, magazines and 
galleries. Mrs. Alda is the au-
thor of 19 books, most of them 
children’s books featuring 
her words and illustrations. 
Her latest book, Just Kids 
from The Bronx: Telling it 
the Way it Was, An Oral His-
tory, consists of stories about 
growing up in The Bronx 
based on interviews with 
over 60 accomplished and 
proud Bronxites.

First generation Cuban-
American Eduardo Vilaro 
became artistic director of 
Ballet Hispanico, the na-
tion’s fi rst and oldest Latino 
dance organization, in 2009. 
He is only the second person 
to head the company since it 

was founded in 1970. In 2015, 
Mr. Vilaro took on the addi-
tional role of Chief Executive 
Offi cer of Ballet Hispanico. 
Mr. Vilaro has been part of 
the Ballet Hispanico family 
since 1985. As a dancer with 
the Ballet Hispanico com-
pany, he performed through-
out the United States, Latin 
America, and Europe for an 
audience of nearly 3 million 
while assisting founder Tina 
Ramirez with the develop-
ment of dance education resi-
dencies.

 Bronx Week 2016 is a 
highly-anticipated 11-day 
event where the entire bor-
ough, including government, 
business, and the commu-
nity-at-large, come together 
to celebrate “The Best of 
The Bronx” through festi-
vals, concerts, health fairs, 
parades, performances and 
a host of other activities. It 
will take place from May 5th 
– May 15th.

 At the end of the 11-day 
celebration, these four home-
town heroes will be hon-
ored with induction into the 
Bronx Walk of Fame, where 
their names are emblazoned 
on a street sign to reside 
on the historic Grand Con-
course forever.

 For more information 
visit www.ilovethebronx.
com.

2016 Bronx Walk of Fame
Inductees announced

VINCENT PASTORE

PETER SOHN

ARLENE ALDA

EDUARDO VILARO
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SAMPLE SALE

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4TH
12:00PM - 8:00PM

DOORS CLOSE AT 7:30PM!

DRESSES FROM $999
ACCESSORIES FROM $59

KLEINFELD
110 WEST 20TH STREET

NEW YORK, NEW YORK, 10011
MORE INFO: kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-sale

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Grand Concourse tenants are suing 

‘the city’s number one worst landlord’.
Thirty-eight tenants from 750 Grand 

Concourse joined Community Action for 
Safe Apartments members in a rally out-
side Bronx Housing Court on the morn-
ing of Monday, April 4 as they prepared 
a court case against their landlord, Ved 
Parkash.

With support from the Community De-
velopment Project of the Urban Justice 
Center and CASA, the tenants fi led a com-
plaint against Parkash to pressure him 
into making vital repairs.

The property in question, 750 Grand 
Concourse, is a six-story 100-unit rent sta-
bilized building a few blocks from Yankee 
Stadium.

The tenants claim that their building 
has fallen into disrepair since Parkash 
purchased it 20 years ago.

This past Saturday, March 12, a section 
of 750 Grand Concourse’s laundry room 
collapsed onto a gas pipe causing the NYC 
Department of Buildings to cut off gas 
service to the property. Many tenants are 
now without working stoves.

Last November, Parkash was ranked 
‘number one’ on NYC Public Advocate 
Letitia James’ ‘100 Worst Landlords in 
New York City’ with a total of 2,369 viola-
tions in 11 buildings and 720 units in the 

 ‘Worst Landlord’ sued by tenants
Councilman Rafael Salamanca joined 

the tenants on that rainy Monday to lend 
his support as the tenants  fi led their peti-
tion against Parkash.

“The conditions they have had to live in 
are absolutely outrageous and we need to 
hold their landlord accountable,” said Sal-
amanca. “In the coming weeks, my offi ce 
will be working with the city to identify 
all solutions to ensure he takes action to 
address their concerns and I thank CASA 
for their leadership on this fi ght.”

LThe landlord’s attorney, Anurag 
Parkash, Ved Parkash’s son, appeared 
at and promised to make repairs at 750 
Grand Concourse. 

Pauls confi rmed Parkash agreed to 
correct the over 500 HPD open violations 
at the building within 30 days.

 Since the fi rst court date Parkash has 
beenattending to the repairs.

Judge Laurie Marin will once again pre-
side over this case at a follow-up Wednes-
day, May 11 court hearing at Bronx Hous-
ing Court.

Newly elected Councilman Salamanca showed 
solidarity with the tenants of 750 Grand Con-
course as they fi led their petition in Bronx Coun-
ty Housing Court. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Bronx.
These buildings include 2675 Creston 

Avenue, 2125 Cruger Avenue, 2487 David-
son Avenue, 180 E. 163rd Street, 58 E. 190th 
Street, 751 Gerard Avenue, 815 Gerard Av-
enue, 750 Grand Concourse, 2820 Sedg-
wick Avenue, 2454 Tiebout Avenue and 835 
Walton Avenue.

Parkash owns nearly 40 buildings in 
the Bronx and many of them have  mold, 
spotty heat and hot water, leaks, missing 
bathroom tiles, cracked walls and ceilings, 
faulty appliances, missing window guards 
and dirty common areas violations.

Some of the most severe violations 
at 750 Grand Concourse include lack of 
cooking gas, issues with their plumbing 
systems and peeling lead paint, said Ker-
riann Pauls, staff attorney at the Commu-
nity Development Project at Urban Justice 
Center.

A CASA spokesman confi rmed staff-
ers for Public Advocate James visited the 
property on Monday, November 16 and 
Monday, November 23 to investigate the 
open NYC Housing Preservation and De-
velopment and NYC Department of Build-
ings’ violations.

“We are here to send a message to 
Parkash,” said Yoselyn Gomez, tenant 
leader. “We need to live in the same con-
ditions in which he lives because we pay 
rent.”
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
An investigation into a deadly 

elevator accident has brought dis-
ciplinary actions against several 
NYC Housing Authority employ-
ees, however elected offi cials are 
questioning if still more needs to 
be done.  

According to a NYC Department 
of Investigation, the fatal elevator 
accident in a NYCHA building on 
Christmas Eve that claimed the 
life of Boston Road Plaza resident 
Olegario Pabon was the result of a 
communication breakdown within 
the agency. 

A DOI report that dealt with 
the matter was released on Friday, 
April 15. 

Pabon was riding in an eleva-
tor in the senior citizen complex at 
2440 Boston Road on December 24, 
2015 and died when it lurched and 
he suffered a fatal head injury, ac-
cording to published reports. 

Five NYCHA employees, some 
of whom had been informed of the 

NYCHA elevator 
concerns continue

elevator problems hours before 
the tragedy occurred, were reas-
signed. 

Another employee who was 
head of the NYCHA elevator divi-
sion has been relieved of his duties, 
according to the agency. 

Councilman Ritchie Torres, 
chairman of the City Council Pub-
lic Safety Committee, is planning 
hearing on the DOI fi ndings and 
NYCHA’s overall elevator safety. 

“The DOI demonstrates the 
negligence of the New York City 
Housing Authority had a role in 
in a fatality of one of its residents,” 
said Torres. “There is no greater 
responsibility that a landlord has 
than to protect its tenants, and NY-
CHA failed in that respect.”

The councilman said informa-
tion has emerged showing that the 
lift where the death happened had a 
disconnected brake monitor. 

Had the brake monitor been 
maintained, said Torres, the trag-
edy would have never occurred. 

He questioned the apparent lack of 
training and maintenance proce-
dures when it comes to these moni-
tors. 

The upcoming hearing will fo-
cus on systemic issues that need to 
be corrected, rather than on per-
sonnel changes, he said. 

There was no on-site superinten-
dent for the building when the trag-
edy occurred, and there still is not, 
said Councilman James Vacca. 

Vacca visited the building and 
met with tenants when word came 
of the NYCHA personnel changes 
and fi ndings. 

“Tenants are pleased that NY-
CHA took this action, but tenants 
in this building have been com-
plaining to NYCHA for years about 
constant elevator breakdowns,” 
said Vacca, adding that he knew 
Pabon from when the councilman 
helped form a tenant association in 
the building.

The councilman said he is de-
manding superintendents be placed 

at 2440 Boston Road and at 3033 
Middletown Road, another NYCHA 
senior complex in his district. 

Boston Road Plaza tenant Car-
men Taveras, who lives on the 14th 
fl oor, said many of her neighbors in 
the high-rise are still scared to take 
the elevator where the accident oc-

curred, with some avoiding it alto-
gether. 

“Now NYCHA does not wait 
for us to call, and they come and 
check (the elevator), said Taveras. 
“But it is very sad that it had to 
happen because he was such a 
good person.”

This building at 2440 Boston Road was the site of the elevator accident that 
claimed the life of a tenant on Christmas Eve 2015. An investigative report on 
what happened has been released. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A collaboration between a lo-

cal church and two developers 
will result in a new development 
for the west Bronx.

Thessalonia Baptist Church, 
Urban Builders Collaborative 
and CMC Development LLC have 
joined forces to construct a new 
development on a vacant prop-
erty located at 960 Prospect Av-
enue, also known as 961 Reverend 
James A. Polite Avenue.

The new housing project, 
which will consist of one building 
with two wings (one on Prospect 
and one on Reverend James A. Po-
lite avenues), will create 120 to 130 
affordable and market rate hous-
ing units. 

One wing of the building will 
top out at eight stories while the 
other wing will  reach seven 
fl oors. In total, the building will 
offer from anywhere between 
130,000 and 160,000 square feet of 
residential space.

All units, which will range 
from studios to three-bedroom 
apartments, will be built for in-
dividuals or families with a com-
bined annual income of up to 60% 
area median income.

Church to sponsor affordable housing
This development follows the 

guidelines of NYC Department of 
Housing Preservation and Devel-
opment’s initiative to create and 
preserve 200,000 affordable hous-
ing units in ten years.

The development plans include 
parking for future residents, as 
well as members of the Thessa-
lonia Baptist Church, located at 
941 Reverend James A. Polite Av-
enue. 

“We are very excited to work 

with the church on this project - 
it’s an exciting opportunity,” said 
Matthew Gross, director of Real 
Estate Development at Urban 
Builders Collaborative. “This 
project will help provide more 
fi nancing for the church while 
we utilize the church’s land and 
make sure it is properly devel-
oped for the community.”

According to Urban Build-
ers Collaborative, the real estate 
development arm of Lettire Con-
struction Corporation, the proj-
ect will take approximately 24 
months to completed, sometime 
in 2018. Construction fi nanc-
ing for the project was closed in 
June.

“This is an opportunity to bet-
ter utilize a property while cre-
ating long fi nancial stability for 
all of the parties involved,” said 
Shaun Belle, principal of CMC 
Development. “There is a lot of 
opportunity here, but the project 
model must be viable and it must 
be a win-win-win for the develop-
ers, the church, and most impor-
tantly, for the community as a 
whole.”

Belle added that CMC Develop-
ment, along with Urban Builders 

Renderings of both wings of the development. 
 Photo courtesy of CMC Development

This is an 
opportunity to better 

utilize a property 
while creating long 
fi nancial stability 

for all of the parties 
involved.
Shaun Belle

Collaborative, has plans to col-
laborate with two other churches 
in the Bronx, two churches in 

Brooklyn and one on the Upper 
West Side of Manhattan in simi-
lar projects. 
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The Bronx Coalition for a Com-

munity Vision recently sent a let-
ter to the NYC Department of City 
Planning demanding a number 
of conditions be met before the Je-
rome Avenue rezoning is approved.

The letter highlighted four prin-
ciples that the coalition, along with 
residents living on and near the Je-
rome Avenue corridor, hope are the 
main focus of Jerome Avenue’s re-
zoning process - anti-displacement, 
local hire, deep affordability and, 
last but defi nitely not least, commu-
nity engagement.

“This letter clearly lays out the 
recommendations that our coali-
tion developed over the course of a 
year - for reaching deeper levels of 
affordability for any new housing 
that refl ects the local need, strong 
anti-displacement policies that 
protect residential and commer-
cial workers,” said Carmen Vega-
Rivera, a leader of Community 
Action for Safe Apartments-New 
Settlement Apartments. 

“The letter lays out the facts that 
all of these demands are non-nego-
tiable and go hand in hand - we will 
not allow the city and it’s develop-

Jerome Ave. rezoning demands released

ers to come into our neighborhood 
that, we’ve built and sustained, to 
change the rules to benefi t others.”

Vega-Rivera added that 45% of 
Community Board 4 residents and 
some CB 5 residents have an area 
median income of 30% or lower, 
while proposed affordable housing 
units for Jerome Avenue are start-
ing at 40% AMI. 

She asked, “If this is the case, 
who is the city building these af-
fordable housing units for?”

Both community board’s AMI 

are nearly half of the city’s AMI of 
$51,000, with CB 4 at $27,000 and CB 
5 at $21,000 AMI.

Both Vega-Rivera and Christian 
both mentioned the gentrifi cation 
that has taken place in Brooklyn 
neighborhoods, including Wil-
liamsbridge, Park Slope and espe-
cially East New York, where more 
than 50% of the area has been up-
zoned.

The area proposed for rezoning 
focuses on a 73 block-corridor along-
side Jerome Avenue, beginning just 
south of Mullaly Park and north to 
Woodlawn Cemetery and includes 
15 west Bronx neighborhoods. 

The Jerome Avenue Study was 
evaluated last March and will re-
sult in the construction of afford-
able housing units under Mayor de 
Blasio’s ‘Housing New York Plan.’ 

Mayor de Blasio’s ten-year goal 
is to create 200,000 affordable hous-
ing units and over 7,000 permanent 
jobs in NYC.

The Jerome Avenue Corridor in-
cludes more than 200 auto-related 
businesses and thousands of rent-
stabilized apartments. 

The current zoning dates back 
to the early 1960s, with land-use 

patterns that stem back from the 
1930s and earlier. 

In addition, 80 percent of hous-
ing development in the study area 
was built before 1950, considered by 
many to be inferior housing.

The Department of City Plan-
ning has been working with Hous-
ing Preservation and Development, 
Parks and Recreation, the NYC 
Economic Development Corpora-
tion and Small Business Services 
since this study began and has 

encouraged local residents, busi-
nesses and institutions to evaluate 
and identify opportunities in the 
area to ensure that economic de-
velopment, housing units and jobs 
can come to fruition while existing 
housing, parks and schools, among 
other amenities, are improved.

CASA, along with other local or-
ganizations, has engaged the com-
munity by holding forums, vision-
ing sessions and collecting surveys 
from residents.

Members of the Bronx Coalition for a Community Vision and local residents at a 
CASA-led forum at the Latino Pastoral Action Center in October. Photo courtesy of 
Community Action for Safe Apartments-New Settlement Apartments

Jerome Avenue looking northbound. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A large swath of Pelham 

Parkway is being improved. 
A $1.35 million capital im-

provement project is underway 
on the grassy Pelham Parkway 
mall from White Plains Road 
to Holland Avenue, on both the 
north and south sides. 

The work to enhance the aes-
thetics of the park for recreation 
is part of a larger $8 million plan 
for the entire parkway. The proj-
ect is phase one. 

Funding for the project 
comes from the Croton Filtra-
tion Plant mitigation funds, a 
small slice from the $200 million 
earmarked for improving Bronx 
parks pledged by the Department 
of Environmental Protection 
when it gained approval in 2014 
to build a water filtration plant 
under Van Cortlandt Park. 

“The intent for this project 
is to reconstruct the malls, pro-
viding a safe, attractive recre-
ational space for pedestrians, 
cyclists and runner,” stated a 
Parks Department spokesman. 

According to a master plan 
submitted to Community Board 
11 for the project, additional 

Parkway recreation improvements started
features of the reconstruction 
could include protecting mature 
trees, new plantings to give the 
mall areas more definition and 
the placement of new trees, as 
well as replacing asphalt walk-
ways with pavers. 

Additional seating will also 
be added at bus stops, the spokes-
man said, with the original de-
sign calling for the construction 
of circular seating areas near 
the transit connections. Ad-
ditional seating will be placed 
elsewhere in the park too, stated 
the spokesman 

CB 11 approved the design in 
2014.

 District manager Jeremy 
Warneke said that the project 
is needed for many reasons, but 
expressed his dismay that work 
began without the board being 
notified.

“It needed to be done,” said 
Warneke. “It is long overdue and 
I am glad to see it come to frui-
tion; but we would have liked to 
have been notified and I would 
like to see a timeline.”

He added: “The goal of this 
(work) is to make it more enjoy-
able to sit in the park.”

In the past, before the con-
struction began, there were 

large holes that park-goers fell 
into and the large trees needed 

pruning, a source said. 
The parkland is the only 

greenspace refuge for many res-
idents along the parkway who 
live in apartment buildings, 
said Joe Menta, of the Pelham 
Parkway Preservation Alliance, 
a local conservation group. 

While the PPPA is pleased 
with the project, he said it has 
raised safety concerns, as pedes-
trians who cannot use the walk-
ing paths in the area fenced off 
by the construction are detour-
ing through the area along the 
side of the roadway. 

In some cases they are even 
crossing over the guardrails 
onto the roadway area, said 
Menta, adding this is happen-
ing in both east- and west-bound 
lanes. 

“The safety issues have me 
very concerned,” he said.  “I am 
very happy about the project but 
I think (Parks) has to put some 
accident mitigation measures in 
place during the construction.”

Local Pelham Parkway resi-
dent Anthony Lentini said that 
the construction was impeding 
the pedestrian walking paths in 
the park. 

A major capital improvement on the Pelham Parkway mall near White Plains Road 
has closed walkways and paths through the park. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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prove alterations to buildings that 
are protected by landmark status.   

The building is used seasonally to 
support the park’s sprawling swim-
ming pool area. 

The construction period is esti-
mated at 12 to 18 months, but will be 
finalizedat the end of the procure-
ment process in June, according to 
the Parks.  

Information supplied by the 
agency shows that the funding for the 
$2.6 million project has already been 
allocated by the mayor’s office and 
the city council. 

Councilman Rafael Salamanca, 
who represents Crotona Park, said 
that the park already has undergone 
improvements to its pool a few years 
ago. 

“Now, the work being done (at East 
173 Street) will create additional safe 
and beautiful green space,” said Sal-
amanca. “I’ll be working with my col-
leagues to ensure that we continue to 
see this type of positive investment 
in all of our parks.”

Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson, 
from the adjoining district, said, 
“Park maintenance is important to 
the health and wellness of our com-
munity as well maintained parks 
promote good health and provide our 

young people a safe and constructive 
place to spend the summer months.”

 The brick bathhouse was intended 
to be eye-catching, said official bor-
ough historian Lloyd Ultan. 

Infamous Parks Commissioner 
Robert Moses was instrumental in 
choosing the design of  the bathhouse 
and park entranceway, which bears 
a slight resemblance architecturally 
to the Orchard Beach Pavilion, also 
built during the Depression-era jobs 
program called the Works Progress 
Administration, said Ultan. 

“The entranceway was designed 
to make a statement that this is 
something grand,” said Ultan, add-
ing “Moses’ idea of parks were dif-
ferent from the idea of parks that 
came before.” 

Prior to Moses, recreation spaces 
in the city were primarily seen as 
passive areas where people could sit 
on benches and enjoy nature and nat-
ural beauty. 

Moses broke with this tradition 
in the 1930s, and this entranceway 
into the park was designed to make 
a statement, said the borough histo-
rian. 

“Moses was in favor for active 
uses for parks – playgrounds, tennis 
courts and swimming pools,” said 
Ultan.

The classic 1930s-era entrance to the Crotona Play 
Center at East 173rd Street and Fulton Avenue will be 
renovated in a new capital project. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Crotona Park Bathhouse to be rehabbed
from Page 1



B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
   

A
p

r
il

 3
, 2

0
1

6
   

1
2

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
LY

  A
p

r
il

 2
4

, 2
0

1
6

   
  1

2

JOIN US FOR ONE OF THE  WILDEST EVENTS IN NY AND MAKE TRACKS FOR WILDLIFE!

8TH ANNUAL 5K RUN  AND
FAMILY FUN RUN/WALK

SATURDAY

APRIL 30, 2016
SAVE $5 COURTESY OF THE 
BRONX TIMES REPORTER

CODE: BTRRFTW
PH

OT
O: 

CR
IST

IAN
 SA

MP
ER

, JU
LIE

 LA
RS

EN
 M

AH
ER

 ©
 W

CS

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:

 � Exclusive access to the Bronx Zoo prior to        
public opening.

 � Registration fee includes complimentary          
Bronx Zoo general admission and parking–            
run and stay for the day.

 � Free post-run activities, refreshments and 
entertainment for all ages including a silent disco!

 � Great way to build corporate and family teams 
and show how much you love wildlife!

 � Your participation and fundraising efforts will 
support the Wildlife Conservation Society’s 
global mission. 

  PRESENTED BY                      FEATURED SPONSORS
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