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Everyone needs a Victory in life!

4070 Boston Rd. Bx, NY 10475

877-703-2161
VictoryAutoGroup.com

DMV# 7099068  and   NYC DCA Lic #1187918

Having  
problems  
getting approved 
for a car loan?

Come to
Victory
Auto Group
to help solve 
that problem!

100%
Credit 
Approval
is our goal!

Must meet lender 
requirements

to qualify.

Crowning Achievement

HP residents protest proposal for adult jail

BRONX SAYS “NO” 
TO ‘MINI RIKERS’

Complicated future for odd MP parcel

Continued on page 87

Continued on page 87

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The suggestion of another 

Hunts Point prison has resi-
dents and community leaders 
fuming.

This week, Senator Jeff 
Klein, Councilman Rafael Sal-
amanca and local residents 
gathered at the Vernon C. Bain 
Center prison barge, located 
at 1 Halleck Street, to protest 
a proposal which would result 
in the development of a ‘mini 
Rikers’ at the southern edge of 
the peninsula.

The plan called for the con-
struction of a 2,000-bed adult 
jail in Hunts Point, and the 

closing of the 800-inmate Ver-
non C. Bain Center.

Plans for the development 
of new jail facilities in the fi ve 
boroughs surfaced two weeks 
ago, after Governor Cuomo 
and Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito supported the 
closing of the prison on Rikers 
Island, NYC’s main jail com-
plex, which currently houses 
approximately 10,000 inmates 
on a daily basis, as the best so-
lution to ending brutality and 
dysfunction inside of the city’s 
jails.

An 18-page document out-
lining the plans for the ‘mini 

Rikers’ in Hunts Point was 
exposed shortly after Mayor 
de Blasio’s administration 
denied any knowledge of the 
plan to locate new jail facili-
ties in the city.

Along with Klein and Sala-
manca, the rally was also at-
tended by members of Com-
munity Board 2, Mothers on 
the Move and Forward South 
Bronx Coalition.

“Hunts Point, as well as 
much of the south Bronx, has 
been a dumping ground for 
long enough,” said Cedric Mc

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A site in Morris Park that 

has often been the center of 
controversy in the past may fi -
nally be developed – with the 
community’s blessing. 

The vacant parcel, 841A 
Morris Park Avenue, a paper 
street called Graham Place, 
was sold by the city several 
years ago. 

Local developer, Morris 

Park Venture LLC, fi led per-
mits on Monday, April 11 to 
build an eight-unit residen-
tial building, with basement 
commercial space and medi-
cal offi ce fl oors, according to 
the NYC Department of Build-
ings. 

The plans have not been   
approved yet, but are as-of-
right, according to sources  

Well over a decade ago  

when Diane Cerino owned one 
of the two residential prop-
erties facing Graham Place,   
she raised concerns that the 
houses would be landlocked if 
the property was developed.  

But now, with those two 
houses now vacant and fac-
ing foreclosure according to 
neighbors, community senti

The Bronx Puerto Rican Parade Reinado Infantil Pageant crowned 
Kayla Cordero as their pageant queen this past Sunday, April 17 
at the United Federation of Teachers. Cordero will march in this 
June’s Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade.                Photo by Miriam Quin
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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Registration for the Class of 2020
is now open through May 2016

For information, please contact Chris Florentino 
at 718-430-0100 x.57 or cflorentino@scanlanhs.edu 

online at scanlanhs.edu
915 Hutchinson River Pkwy  |  Bronx, NY 10465

Monsignor Scanlan High School
emphasizes high academic standards,
social awareness & spiritual development.

College Prep Program
• 100% Graduation Rate
• 98% College Bound
•   AP College Level & Honors
  Courses for qualified students
• Middle States Accredited

PER CRUCEM AD LUCEM

The classic 1930s-era entrance to the Crotona Play Center at East 173rd 
Street and Fulton Avenue will be renovated in a new capital project. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The landmarked gateway 

into Crotona Park built dur-
ing the Great Depression is go-
ing to be renovated. 

The bathhouse building 
that serves as an entrance to 
the Crotona Play Area at Ful-
ton Avenue and East 173rd 
Street will be rehabbed. The 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission has approved the 
plans. 

The project is currently out-
to-bid and listed in the ‘pro-
curement phase’ by the NYC 
Parks Department. It was un-
successfully bid recently, ac-
cording to the agency. 

“Renovation to the Crotona 
Park entrance will include 
roof repair, relighting of the 
structure, pointing and other 
such phases of masonry, and 
restoring the function of the 
clock,” stated a Parks Depart-
ment spokesman, adding “Be-
cause this is a landmarked 
structure, the work is more 
expensive and more diffi cult.”

The Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission needs to ap-
prove alterations to buildings 
that are protected by land-
mark status.   

Crotona Park Bathhouse to be rehabbed
The building is used sea-

sonally to support the park’s 
sprawling swimming pool 
area. 

The construction period is 
estimated at 12 to 18 months, 
but will be fi nalizedat the end 
of the procurement process in 
June, according to the Parks.  

Information supplied by 
the agency shows that the 
funding for the $2.6 million 
project has already been allo-
cated by the mayor’s offi ce and 
the city council. 

Councilman Rafael Sala-
manca, who represents Cro-
tona Park, said that the park 
already has undergone im-
provements to its pool a few 
years ago. 

“Now, the work being done 
(at East 173 Street) will create 
additional safe and beautiful 
green space,” said Salamanca. 
“I’ll be working with my col-
leagues to ensure that we con-
tinue to see this type of positive 
investment in all of our parks.”

Councilwoman Vanessa 
Gibson, from the adjoining dis-
trict, said, “Park maintenance 
is important to the health and 
wellness of our community as 
well maintained parks pro-

mote good health and provide 
our young people a safe and 
constructive place to spend 
the summer months.”

 The brick bathhouse was 
intended to be eye-catching, 
said offi cial borough historian 
Lloyd Ultan. 

Infamous Parks Commis-
sioner Robert Moses was in-
strumental in choosing the de-
sign of  the bathhouse and park 
entranceway, which bears a 
slight resemblance architec-
turally to the Orchard Beach 
Pavilion, also built during the 
Depression-era jobs program 
called the Works Progress Ad-
ministration, said Ultan. 

“The entranceway was de-
signed to make a statement 
that this is something grand,” 
said Ultan, adding “Moses’ 
idea of parks were different 
from the idea of parks that 
came before.” 

Prior to Moses, recreation 
spaces in the city were pri-
marily seen as passive ar-
eas where people could sit on 
benches and enjoy nature and 
natural beauty. 

Moses broke with this tra-
dition in the 1930s, and this en-
tranceway into the park was 

designed to make a statement, 
said the borough historian. 

“Moses was in favor for 

active uses for parks – play-
grounds, tennis courts and 
swimming pools,” said Ultan.
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5th Avenue & 
45th Street
New York City

Monday, April 25-Friday, April 29
12:00-4:00pm
 Live DJ with trivia and prizes

 Photos with the Larry O’Brien NBA Championship Trophy

 Pop-a-Shot tournaments

Tuesday, April 26 & Thursday, April 28
12:00-4:00pm
 NBA Fashion Tattoo Bar

Friday, April 29
1:00-2:00pm
 Appearance by NBA legend John Starks 

 & the Knick City Dancers**

*Appearance, event dates and times subject to change. **NBA Store fans who purchase $10 or more of NBA Store merchandise will receive an autograph 
pass to meet John Starks. Limited quantity, while supplies last. No outside merchandise.
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Built on the
Strength of Experience.

MileaSubaru.com

Milea Subaru
3201 E Tremont Ave  Bronx, NY, 10461
Sales: (888) 698-0525

SAVINGS STARTS

Milea Subaru
at

SAVINGS STARTS

Milea Subaru
at

Financing as low as 0% APR†

CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION

Model#GDD-11, Stk#8232S, 4cyl, am/fm/cd, tilt, cruise, pwr/brks/
winds/lks, Bluetooth, Backup Camera. MSRP: $29,002

NEW 2016 Subaru 
Outback 2.5i Premium 

SAVE $1703
OFF MSRP

BUY FOR 

$27,299

Model#GFB-01, Stk#8352S, 4cyl, am/fm/cd, tilt, cruise, pwr/brks/
winds/lks, Bluetooth, Backup Camera. MSRP: $24,478

NEW 2016 Subaru 
Forester 2.5i 

SAVE $1484
OFF MSRP

BUY FOR 

$22,994

Model#GLA-01, Stk#8344S, 4cyl, am/fm/cd, tilt, cruise, pwr/brks/
winds/lks, Bluetooth, Backup Camera. MSRP: $19,757

NEW 2016 Subaru
Impreza 2.0i
SAVE $758

OFF MSRP

BUY FOR 

$18,999 1.9% APR
FOR 72 MOS†

0% APR
FOR 36 MOS†

1.9% APR
FOR 63 MOS†

COME ON IN - WE’RE OPEN!

Six 2016 
IIHS Top 
Safety Picks 
with Optional 
EyeSight

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
It’s not the London Bridge, but it’s 

coming down non the less.
The NYC Department of Transpor-

tation is planning a permanent fi x to 
an east Bronx overpass that has been 
the subject of many collisions. 

DOT announced that in late 2016 it 
will begin the complete replacement of 
the superstructure of the Westchester 
Avenue overpass that crosses the 
Hutchinson River Parkway, raising 
the clearance on the parkway from 9 to 
11 feet to at least 12 feet and six inches, 
according to an agency spokeswoman. 

The project will feature the replace-
ment of the bridge deck, as well as sup-
porting girders. 

This is especially important be-
cause large trucks, that should not 
be on the parkway, have repeatedly 
struck the bottom portion of the over-
pass in the past several years. 

Councilman James Vacca said 
when the project starts motorists may 
be in for major traffi c inconveniences. 

“We already have traffi c problems 
there, and I think as construction pro-
ceeds DOT needs to be sensitive to the 
fact that this is one of most congested 
locations in my district,” said Vacca. 
“How we mitigate that going forth 
will be very important during the con-
struction.” 

The councilman said that he was 
happy to learn that the plan also calls 
for adding a right turn lane onto Waters 
Place at the southbound Westchester 
Avenue exit off the Hutch. 

Traffi c is building up in this area 
due to the ever-expanding Hutchinson 
Metro Center .

The $1 billion 911 call center is set 
to start ramping up operations soon, 

New Westchester Ave. 
Hutch overpass slated

said Vacca. 
“I think we can only expect more 

construction there in the future,” the 
councilman said of Waters Place, add-
ing he is still  advocacing for a direct 
connection from the Hutchinson River 
Parkway into the Hutchinson Metro 
Center built. 

Members of the East Bronx Traffi c 
Coalition, a consortium of civic groups 
concerned about escalating conges-
tion, also said the news was a step in 
the right direction. They also offered 
suggestions. 

EBTC member John Marano said 
that he would like to see NYPD traffi c 
agents at that location during the re-
construction period. 

He would like the new Westchester 
Avenue overpass to be widened to ac-
commodate more vehicles. 

The situation turning onto 
Westchester Avenue from Waters Place 
has become increasingly unbearable, 
said EBTC member John Doyle, and 
this has been made worse by current 
maintenance work on the bridge. 

“Overall, this is defi nitely a step in 
the right direction,” said Doyle. 

According to DOT, construction 
on the new overpass will take place at 
night.

“DOT will maintain the current 
number of travel lanes on Westchester 
Avenue during this construction,” 
stated the DOT spokeswoman. “On the 
Hutchinson River Parkway, single and 
double lane overnight closures will be 
required.” 

Limited full closures of the park-
way during late night and early morn-
ing hours should be expected for re-
moval and installation of girders, 
according to DOT.

Jammed traffi c is a frequent occurrence on the Westchester Avenue overpass crossing the 
Hutchinson River Parkway. The structure is undergoing work after several trucks collided 
into the bridge. Photo courtsey of Michael McNerney
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 Experience the Milea difference.

MileaBuickGMC.com

(1)Price includes all costs to a consumer except tax, title & DMV fees. Lessee resp for 
excess wear/tear/maint/insur/excess mileage. Leases are closed end for 10k mi/yr @ 25¢/
mi thereafter. $495 disposition fee due at lease end, unless customer purchases vehicle 
or decides to re-fi nance through GM Financial. Due at signing=$2016 dwn pymt + 595 
bank fee + 1st mo pymt + $0 sec dep. Ttl Pymts/Residual: ‘16 Terrain: $6981/$17221. 
(2)Not available with special fi nance or lease offers. Take delivery by 4/31/16. Residency 
restrictions apply. See dealer for complete details.  Prior deals excluded. Cannot combine 
offers. Pics for illust purp only. Not resp for typos/equip errors. See dealer for complete 
details. Offers expire 04/30/16.

Model# TLG26, Stk#16268, MSRP: $29,675. Auto, 4 cyl, 5pass, pwr steer/brks/winds/lks, 
iPod, Bluetooth, XM radio, Alum wls,Back up camera.
$880 Factory Rebate  $1500 Competitive Lease Cash (2)

$179Lease 
for

(1)

per 
mo
39 
mos

New 2016 GMC
Terrain AWD

3211 E Tremont Ave  Bronx, NY, 10461
Sales: (347) 748-1441 
Service: (347) 515-6565

Milea GMC

 Experience the Milea difference.

3211 E Tremont Ave  Bronx, NY, 10461
Sales: (347) 748-1441 
Service: (347) 515-6565

Milea Buick

MileaBuickGMC.com

Price includes all costs to a consumer except tax, title & DMV fees. Lessee resp for ex-
cess wear/tear/maint/insur/excess mileage. Leases are closed end for 10k mi/yr @ 25¢/
mi thereafter. $495 disposition fee due at lease end, unless customer purchases vehicle 
or decides to re-fi nance through GM Financial. Due at signing=$2650 dwn pymt + 595 
bank fee + 1st mo pymt + $0 sec dep. Ttl Pymts/Residual: ‘16 Verano: $5,031/$14,136. 
(2)Not available with special fi nance or lease offers. Take delivery by 4/31/16. Residency 
restrictions apply. See dealer for complete details.  Prior deals excluded. Cannot combine 
offers. Pics for illust purp only. Not resp for typos/equip errors. See dealer for complete 
details. Offers expire 04/30/16.

 (2)

$129Lease for

(1)

per 
mo
39 
mos

New 2016 Buick
Verano

Model#  4PG69, Stk#16065B, MSRP 
$24,800. Auto, 4 cyl,5pass, alum whls, pwr 

steer/brks/winds/lks, iPod, Bluetooth, XM radio, 
back up camera, heated seats. 

Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. 
and The Bronx Tourism Council an-
nounced that actor Vincent Pastore, an-
imator and director Peter Sohn, author 
Arlene Alda and dance pioneer Eduardo 
Vilaro are the 2016 class of honorees for 
the Bronx Walk of Fame.

 “Once again, we have put together 
a tremendous class of individuals that 
represent the best of our borough for in-
duction into the Bronx Walk of Fame,” 
said Diaz Jr. “These four individuals 
have seen considerable success in their 
chosen fi elds, and throughout it all they 
have highlighted their strong roots in 
The Bronx. I congratulate Vincent Pa-
store, Peter Sohn, Arlene Alda and Ed-
uardo Vilaro on their induction to the 
Bronx Walk of Fame, and I look forward 
to celebrating their accomplishments 
during Bronx Week 2016.”

 Vincent Pastore has been a star of 
screen and stage for decades, and is best 
known for his role in HBO’s hit series 
The Sopranos, for which he received a 
Screen Actors Guild Award for his work 
in 2001. A City Island resident, Mr. Pa-
store has appeared in fi lms including 
Goodfellas, Carlito’s Way, Awakenings, 
State of Grace, The Godfather Part III 
and many more.

 The fi rst Asian-American to ever be 
inducted to the Bronx Walk of Fame, Pe-
ter Sohn is an award-winning animator 
and director with Pixar Studios, having 
worked on numerous hit fi lms includ-
ing Finding Nemo, The Incredibles and 
Up. Most recently, Sohn directed Pixar’s 
2015 feature hit The Good Dinosaur.

 Arlene Alda, who grew up in Wil-
liamsbridge and graduated from 
Evander Childs High School, is an 
award-winning photographer and au-
thor whose work has appeared in nu-

merous books, newspapers, magazines 
and galleries. Mrs. Alda is the author of 
19 books, most of them children’s books 
featuring her words and illustrations. 
Her latest book, Just Kids from The 
Bronx: Telling it the Way it Was, An 
Oral History, consists of stories about 
growing up in The Bronx based on in-
terviews with over 60 accomplished and 
proud Bronxites.

First generation Cuban-American 
Eduardo Vilaro became artistic direc-
tor of Ballet Hispanico, the nation’s fi rst 
and oldest Latino dance organization, 
in 2009. He is only the second person to 
head the company since it was founded 
in 1970. In 2015, Mr. Vilaro took on the 
additional role of Chief Executive Offi -
cer of Ballet Hispanico. Mr. Vilaro has 
been part of the Ballet Hispanico fam-
ily since 1985. As a dancer with the Bal-
let Hispanico company, he performed 
throughout the United States, Latin 
America, and Europe for an audience of 
nearly 3 million while assisting founder 
Tina Ramirez with the development of 
dance education residencies.

 Bronx Week 2016 is a highly-antic-
ipated 11-day event where the entire 
borough, including government, busi-
ness, and the community-at-large, come 
together to celebrate “The Best of The 
Bronx” through festivals, concerts, 
health fairs, parades, performances 
and a host of other activities. It will take 
place from May 5th – May 15th.

 At the end of the 11-day celebration, 
these four hometown heroes will be 
honored with induction into the Bronx 
Walk of Fame, where their names are 
emblazoned on a street sign to reside on 
the historic Grand Concourse forever.

 For more information visit www.
ilovethebronx.com.

2016 Bronx Walk of Fame 
Inductees announced

VINCENT PASTORE

PETER SOHN

ARLENE ALDA

EDUARDO VILARO
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, N.Y. 10465 
or e-mail bronxtimes@aol.com 
or procchio@cnglocal.com. 
Please include a phone number 
or a way to contact you in case 
of questions. 

Hello Readers! Welcome 
to another edition of Around 
Town. 

Yeshiva University 

Commencement Honoree

Dr. Ruth Bevan, a Riv-
erdale resident who is the 
chairwoman of the Yeshiva 
University political science 
department and a faculty 
member there since 1965, will 
be the Presidential Medallion 
recipient at Yeshiva’s 85th 
Commencement Ceremony on 
Wednesday, May 25 at Madi-
son Square Garden.

Bevan is an expert in Euro-
pean politics and her classes 
deal with the development of 
the European Union, Euro-

pean foreign policy, and EU-
USA relations. 

Rotary Club News 

The Rotary Club of the 
Bronx meets every Tuesday 
at 12:15 p.m. at the Shrimp 
Box Restaurant. The meeting 
of Tuesday, March 15 doubled 
as a St. Patrick’s Day celebra-
tion, with past club president 
Rick Sherman introducing 
musical performer Say Mac, 

formerly of the Irish band 
‘Rafferty’ and currently a solo 
performer who has graced 
stages in Ireland, England 
and the United States. 

A traditional corn beef and 
cabbage dinner was served 
as Mac performed Irish stan-
dards like ‘Oh Danny Boy,’ 
‘When Irish Eyes are Smil-
ing,’ and ‘Molly Malone.’ 

Dr. Latasha Jones, a mid-
dle school special education 
teacher at P.S. 186, was the 
guest speaker at the Tuesday, 
March 22 meeting.  She spoke 
of her experiences teaching 
special needs children in the 
borough. 

In addition, during the 
meeting, president Toba LaC-

rown and past president Rich 

Sherman presented Rorry 

Romeo of the Immune Defi -
ciently Foundation with a do-
nation of funds. 

Calvary Hospital 

Gets A Visitor

Dr. Lee Chung Seng ar-
rived at Calvary Hospital as a 
visitor to their Palliative Care 
Institute at the end of Febru-
ary for a six-week stay. 

Dr. Lee is an affi liate with 
Tan Tock Seng Hospital in 
Singapore, where he serves as 
a Palliative Care consultant 
to various departments such 
as the intensive care unit and 

emergency department. 
Dr. Lee visited Calvary’s 

Palliative Care Institute with 
the intention of learning how 
to improve patient informa-
tion fl ow, build on his skills 
in providing both patient and 
family support and enhance 
the integration of care be-
tween inpatient and home hos-
pice. 

The Palliative Care Insti-
tute serves as a source for ed-
ucation and research in the 
fi eld of palliative care for both 
Calvary staff and the health-
care community at large. It 
functions as part of the hospi-
tal’s medical department. 

Dr. Ruth Bevan

Dr. Lee Chung Seng came to Cal-
vary Hospital to study methods.
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Together, We Can

ArchCare Advantage HMO SNP is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in ArchCare Advantage depends on 
contract renewal. This plan is available to anyone with Medicare who meets the Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) level of care.  This information 
is available for free in other languages. Please call our customer service number at 800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, Sunday-Saturday, 
8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  Esta información está disponible gratis en otros idiomas. Por favor llame a nuestro número de servicio al cliente al 
800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, de domingo a sábado, de 8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premi-
um. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, copayments, and restric-
tions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year.  Star ratings are based on 
five stars. Star ratings are assessed each year and may change from one year to the next.
* Maximum of $50 per month. Unused amounts do not carry over.

Together, we can keep
you healthy and enjoying life

With ArchCare Advantage HMO Special Needs Plan you get 

all the benefits of Medicare plus valuable extra features at No Additional Cost 

beyond your usual Medicare premiums.

$600 a year to spend on OTC health items* 

Doctor visits with little or no co-pay

Full prescription drug coverage 

Preventive care to keep you out of the hospital 

Your own personal care manager

Health Plans and Nursing Home Alternatives | Home Care | Skilled Nursing Care
Rehabilitation | Assisted Living | Specialized Care | Palliative Care | Hospice

We’re here to help.
800-373-3177 
TTY/TDD: 800-662-1220  
8 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
seven days a week
www.archcareadvantage.org 

H1777_Print_2016_Accepted

�����������������
ArchCare Advantage has received an

overall rating of 4 STARS (Above Average)

from Medicare.
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Register today at Navigating-MS.com or call 1-866-955-9999.

Navigating MS 
 
  

 Register for a free,  

live educational program  
happening in your area.

N

Hear from a multiple sclerosis (MS) expert and be inspired by someone living with  

relapsing MS—learn about the possible causes, treatment options, and support  

services through the Above MSTM program from Biogen, a company committed to MS.

Location: Date: 

[Venue] [MONTH DAY, YEAR]
[Address] Time: 

[City, State, Zip Code] [Time AM/PM to Time AM/PM] 
State ZIP code] [Time AM/PM to Time AM/PM]  

ZUPPA'S RESTAURANT Thursday May 5, 2016
59 Main Street
Yonkers, NY 10701 Check In: 5:30 PM

Seminar: 6:00 PM

© 2015 Biogen. All rights reserved. 1/16 US-1028

41 Precinct
Saturday, April 16, 3:30 a.m. -- A slash-

ing occurred outside of 941 Hoe Avenue. A 
23-year-old man and a woman were stand-
ing in front of the building when a third man, 
the slasher, said something to the pair. When 
the 23-year-old man asked him what he had 
said, the suspect slashed him in the face. 

42 Precinct 
Wednesday, April 13, 6:33 p.m. --  The 

fire and police departments responded to a 
blaze at the Butler Houses, located at 1368 
Webster Avenue. Apartment 3F was on fire. 
Two young girls, a 2-year-old and 1-year-
old, were found in the apartment and later 
pronounced dead. 

Sunday, April 17, 6:05 p.m. -- A man 
was assaulted at Union Avenue and East 

163rd Street. Three perpetrators ap-
proached the victim, a 37-year-old man, and 
struck him with a metal garbage can and a 
metal shovel. While the victim was on the 
ground, the individuals continued to assault 
him and removed his wallet. The victim was 
taken to Lincoln Hospital, where he was in 
listed in stable condition. 

45 Precinct
Wednesday, April, 13 at 6:30 p.m. -- A 

woman was robbed of her purse at gunpoint 
in front of 1460 Zerega Avenue by two men. 
One of the perpetrators pushed her against 
a wall while holding a handgun and the oth-
er perp took her purse. They were both de-
scribed as black men who were both about 
six-feet-tall. One of the suspects was wear-
ing a UPS uniform. 

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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36-HOUR  
ADOPTION EVENT

SINCE 1995

Over 700 Dogs, Cats, Puppies & Kittens Available for Adoption!on!

Special Guests
EDIE FALCO & KATHRYN ERBE

Proud Adopters & Loyal Supporters, Found a Friend for Life!

COME EARLY!
SATURDAY, APRIL 30*

FREE ADOPTIONS FOR THE FIRST 100 APPROVED ADOPTERS

SUNDAY, MAY 1*
THE FIRST 50 ADOPTIONS FREE,  

BEGINNING AT 12:01 AM, FOR APPROVED ADOPTERS

Kathryn Erbe 
Actress 

Adopted Lilah  
in 2008 &  

Tallulah in 2010

Edie Falco 
Actress  

Adopted Niko 
 in 2015

Presenting Sponsor: 25 Davis Ave, Port Washington, NY 
animalleague.org • 516.883.7575

#PetAdoptathon
Photos By Lori Cannava & Jacqueline Mia Foster*Adoption subject to approval, must be 21 years of age or older to adopt.

9AM SATURDAY, APRIL 30
thru 9PM SUNDAY, MAY 1

NYCFIGHT BACK
THE ZIKA VIRUS

BY:
THE ZIKA VIRUS CAN BE DANGEROUS TO WOMEN WHO ARE PREGNANT OR ARE TRYING TO BECOME 

PREGNANT BECAUSE IT MAY CAUSE BIRTH DEFECTS

Call 311 to report standing water or visit nyc.gov/health for more information.

REMOVING STANDING WATER SO MOSQUITOES CAN’T BREED
APPLYING INSECT REPELLENT & COVERING EXPOSED SKIN TO AVOID BITES

USING WINDOW SCREENS TO KEEP MOSQUITOES OUT

Bill de Blasio 
Mayor

Mary T. Bassett, MD, MPH 
Commissioner

WE CAN PREVENT THE SPREAD OF ZIKA AND OTHER MOSQUITO-BORNE VIRUSES
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Display Advertising Rates & Deadlines: A copy 
of The Bronx Times Reporter Advertising Rates 
is available on request. Display deadline is the 
Friday prior to publication. Camera ready copy 
deadline is the Monday preceding publication.
Classifi ed Deadlines: To place a Classifi ed Ad call 
(718) 260-2555 or email classifi ed@cnglocal.com. 
Deadline: 3 p.m. Tuesday prior to publication.
Legal Notice Deadlines: For Legal Advertis-
ing call (718) 260-3977 or email dwilson@
cnglocal.com. Deadline: 12 p.m. Monday prior 
to publication.
Letters To The Editor: Readers are encouraged 
to send us their viewpoints. Name and address 
must be included, but will be withheld upon 
request. Letters should be as brief as possible, 
not exceeding 200 words.
News Items: Readers are welcome to suggest 
news items of interest. Call the Editorial Depart-
ment at (718) 742-3393 or e-mail to bronx times@
cnglocal.com.
Around Town: Announcements of birthdays, 
weddings, anniversaries, etc. will gladly be 
published. All announcements must be mailed 
to the Bronx Times Reporter 3604 East Tremont 
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465,  before the Friday 
preceding  publication. No phone calls please.
Community Calendar: Civic organizations, 
churches, synagogues and special interest groups 
can have their special event dates announced free 
of charge. Mail should be addressed to Com-
munity Calendar and received no later than the 
Friday preceding publication.
Subscription Rates: Yearly subscriptions are 
$15.00; 2 years for $25.00,  within Bronx county. 
Out of county subscriptions are $35.00 per year.
Change Of Address: Any problems or inquiries 
regarding a present subscription must be accom-
panied by the mailing label from your newspaper 
showing complete name, address and subscription 
number (top left corner).

Copyright © 2016 by Bronx Times Reporter, 
Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this newspaper 
nor any part thereof may be reproduced, copied or 
transmitted in any form, electronic or mechanical, 
including photocopying, microfi lming, recording 
or by an information retrieval system without 
the express written permission of the publisher. 
This copyright is extended to the design  and 
text created for advertisements. Reproduction 
of said advertisement or any part thereof without 
the express written permission of Bronx Times 
Reporter, Inc. is strictly prohibited.
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• Liberty Democratic Association

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Vintage

memories
Dear editor,
Riding the vintage 1917 

MTA subway train on opening 
day to Yankee Stadium was 
another trip down memory 
lane. 

Up until the late 1960s, 
it was common to fi nd both 
penny gum and soda machines 
dispensing products at many 
subway stations. Clean and 
safe bathrooms were readily 
available. It was a time when 
people respected authority 
and law. 

Centerlight left 
tenants in dark

Dear editor,
I read Centerlight was 

Voter
suppression

Dear editor,
In order to mail my Ab-

Previous generations of rid-
ers did not litter subway sta-
tions and buses leaving behind 
gum, candy wrappers, paper 
cups, bottles and newspapers. 
No one would openly eat pizza, 
chicken or other messy foods 
while riding a bus or subway. 
Everyone paid their way and 
there was no fare evasion or 
rampant graffi ti.

Larry Penner

sold. 
I worked for them for 27 

years. I live in their housing. 
What does this mean for the 
private houses that we rent 
from them. 

The organization has told 
us nothing. This is so unfair 
to the residents. Is Centerlight 
waiting for last minute and 
tell us to leave. 

Barbara Wiscovitch

sentee Ballot back to the 
Board of Elections the re-
turn envelope advised me to 
“Go to the post office” to de-
termine the correct amount 
of postage required or the 
ballot will not be accepted.  
It cost 98 cents. 

I guess the Board of Elec-
tions assumes I can get to a 
post offi ce and I have 98 cents. 

If not, what?  I lose my 
vote?

Is this a new type of poll 
tax? Is this a violation of the 
24th Admendment or New 
York’s way of voter suppres-
sion?   

Dante Barozzi
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SPECIALS!

FAMILY SPECIAL: 2 Small Pies, 2 Liter Soda and Garlic Knots $29.99

10% OFF ANY PURCHASE 
$49 or More

Large Pie, 
Order of Garlic 

Knots and 2 Liter 
Soda $19.99

FREE Garlic Knots (5) 
w/Any Large Salad

FREE Order of 
Buffalo Wings 
w/2 Large Pie 

Purchase

Fast FREE Delivery All Day! Open 7 Days A Week! Open 11am-10pm

3579 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465  |  347-691-3606

Get more exclusive deals on our website www.thebronxpizzeria.com

TRY OUR DELICIOUS ENTREES! 
Pasta, Chicken, Pizza, Personal Pies, Heroes, Calzones, Salads & More!

BronxBronx
PizzeriaPizzeria

We Accept All Major Credit and Debit Cards

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A private, commercial 

street in Parkchester is gen-
erating parking frustration. 

The mix up is occurring on 
East Avenue, where drivers 
are confused by the street’s 
public/private parking regu-
lations. 

The two block stretch is 
tucked behind Metropolitan 
Avenue. 

The commercial busi-
nesses along the street  in-
clude Marshall’s, Subway, 
Sleepy’s and Santander 
Bank.

East Avenue’s 2-hour 
muni-meters operate from 
9 a.m. to 7 p.m. everyday ex-
cept Sunday, according to its 
signage, however when not in 
operation the parking area is 
for Parkchester parking per-
mit holders only. 

A large sign posted by 
Parkchester Management 
warns after-hour parkers 
that the street is private and a 
tow away zone. It adds any il-
legally parked and unauthor-
ized vehicles will be towed at 
the vehicle owner’s expense, 
24-hours a day, seven days a 

Vexing parking situation in Parkchester

week.
The contracted tow truck 

fi rm, Bear Transportation 
LLC, hired by Parkchester 
Condominiums, acknowl-
edged that East Street gen-
erates an unusual situation 
because it mixes private and 
public parking at different 
times. 

They claim that regular 
towing laws are in effect on 
this block just as they are for 
any other block in the city.

“It doesn’t matter if a 
street is private or public - if 
a car parks in a no standing 
zone, in front of a fi re hydrant 
or in a pedestrian crosswalk, 

that car is getting towed.”
The latter of the three sce-

nario’s took place earlier this 
month, when a local customer 
complained that his BMW 
was towed for parking in a 
pedestrian crosswalk. He ar-
gued that, because he had pur-
chased a muni ticket, his car 
shouldn’t have been towed, 
according to Bear Transpor-
tation.

The customer, Muhannad 
Assi, said that he was not 
parked in a pedestrian cross-
walk, but believes that he was 
towed because he had parked 
outside parking space’s lines.

Assi, a frequent Santandar 

Bank customer, also charged 
that metered parking on East 
Avenue is a confl ict of inter-
est for the city.

“If a street is private, 
it’s supposed to be private, 
meaning that anybody who 
parks there is entitled to park 
freely,” Assi said. 

“I’m not even saying this 
for me - it’s just not fair that 
the residents of this block 
have to pay for a separate 
permit to park at night while 
they are still being charged to 
park on this street on a daily 
basis while the city benefi ts.”

“I just hate to see people 
who might not have knowl-
edge of a situation be taken 
advantage of,” he added. “If 
they (the city) is collecting 
money for parking on a pri-
vate street, the least they can 
do is fi x the street’s condi-
tion.”

According to the NYC De-
partment of Transpotation, 
East Avenue is indeed a pri-
vately owned street that of-
fers restricted use to the pub-
lic. 

DOT added that markings 
on this street have been pro-
vided for the benefi t of the pe-

destrians and vehicles that 
use this private street in the 
same manner as other public 
streets or highways that are 
traveled or used.

East Avenue looking north. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

Metered parking has existed on 
East Avenue for over 40 years. 
 Community News Group / Steven 
Goodstein
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Acting as a for profi t organization.  Crematory fee is not included, 
death certifi cates and disposition permits not included in service fee.

718-339-0700
STONEYCREEKCREMATION.COM

For those wishing to preplan their fi nal contribution 
to society, if paid in full today we will include the cost 

of the crematory.
($995 Society’s Service Fee)

For more info, please email us at stoneycreekcremation@gmail.com 
or mail  coupon to our address:

  Name_________________ Address__________________________  

  Tel:____________________Email____________________________

YES, please send me more information on Stoney Creek!

SAMPLE SALE

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4TH
12:00PM - 8:00PM

DOORS CLOSE AT 7:30PM!

DRESSES FROM $999
ACCESSORIES FROM $59

KLEINFELD
110 WEST 20TH STREET

NEW YORK, NEW YORK, 10011
MORE INFO: kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-sale
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Sunday, May 8th - 12pm to 5pm, Reservations 718.792.8844

Adults: $60 | Children’s Menu: $25 

Music, Dining & Dancing, Featuring “Don’t Stop The Music”

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Grand Concourse tenants 

are suing ‘the city’s number 
one worst landlord’.

Thirty-eight tenants from 
750 Grand Concourse joined 
Community Action for Safe 
Apartments members in a 
rally outside Bronx Housing 
Court on the morning of Mon-
day, April 4 as they prepared a 
court case against their land-
lord, Ved Parkash.

With support from the Com-
munity Development Project 
of the Urban Justice Center 
and CASA, the tenants fi led a 
complaint against Parkash to 
pressure him into making vi-
tal repairs.

The property in question, 
750 Grand Concourse, is a six-
story 100-unit rent stabilized 
building a few blocks from 
Yankee Stadium.

The tenants claim that 
their building has fallen into 
disrepair since Parkash pur-
chased it 20 years ago.

This past Saturday, March 
12, a section of 750 Grand Con-
course’s laundry room col-
lapsed onto a gas pipe causing 
the NYC Department of Build-

 ‘Worst Landlord’ sued by tenants
ings to cut off gas service to 
the property. Many tenants 
are now without working 
stoves.

Last November, Parkash 
was ranked ‘number one’ on 
NYC Public Advocate Leti-
tia James’ ‘100 Worst Land-
lords in New York City’ with 
a total of 2,369 violations in 11 
buildings and 720 units in the 
Bronx.

These buildings include 
2675 Creston Avenue, 2125 
Cruger Avenue, 2487 Davidson 
Avenue, 180 E. 163rd Street, 58 
E. 190th Street, 751 Gerard Av-
enue, 815 Gerard Avenue, 750 
Grand Concourse, 2820 Sedg-
wick Avenue, 2454 Tiebout Av-
enue and 835 Walton Avenue.

Parkash owns nearly 40 
buildings in the Bronx and 
many of them have  mold, 
spotty heat and hot water, 
leaks, missing bathroom 
tiles, cracked walls and ceil-
ings, faulty appliances, miss-
ing window guards and dirty 
common areas violations.

Some of the most severe 
violations at 750 Grand Con-
course include lack of cooking 
gas, issues with their plumb-

ing systems and peeling lead 
paint, said Kerriann Pauls, 
staff attorney at the Commu-
nity Development Project at 
Urban Justice Center.

A CASA spokesman con-
fi rmed staffers for Public Ad-
vocate James visited the prop-
erty on Monday, November 
16 and Monday, November 23 
to investigate the open NYC 

Housing Preservation and De-
velopment and NYC Depart-
ment of Buildings’ violations.

“We are here to send a mes-
sage to Parkash,” said Yose-
lyn Gomez, tenant leader. “We 
need to live in the same con-
ditions in which he lives be-
cause we pay rent.”

Councilman Rafael Sala-
manca joined the tenants on 

that rainy Monday to lend 
his support as the tenants  
fi led their petition against 
Parkash.

“The conditions they have 
had to live in are absolutely 
outrageous and we need to 
hold their landlord account-
able,” said Salamanca. “In 
the coming weeks, my offi ce 
will be working with the city 
to identify all solutions to en-
sure he takes action to address 
their concerns and I thank 
CASA for their leadership on 
this fi ght.”

LThe landlord’s attor-
ney, Anurag Parkash, Ved 
Parkash’s son, appeared at 
and promised to make repairs 
at 750 Grand Concourse. 

Pauls confi rmed Parkash 
agreed to correct the over 500 
HPD open violations at the 
building within 30 days.

 Since the fi rst court date 
Parkash has beenattending to 
the repairs.

Judge Laurie Marin will 
once again preside over this 
case at a follow-up Wednesday, 
May 11 court hearing at Bronx 
Housing Court.

Newly elected Councilman Salamanca showed solidarity with the tenants 
of 750 Grand Concourse as they fi led their petition in Bronx County Hous-
ing Court. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Call your child’s
doctor today!
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Fidelis Care is working to
keep our members and
the community healthy.

?Shots
Are your child's immunizations up to date?

To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health Plus and
Medicaid through NY State of Health, the Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

•  Whooping Cough •  Flu
•  Polio •  Measles
•  Hepatitis  •  Chickenpox
•  Rotavirus •  Tetanus
•  Mumps and more...
•  Diphtheria

1-888-FIDELIS
(1-888-343-3547)  |  TTY: 1-800-421-1220

fideliscare.org����������	��
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START SAVING NOW
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the

Reservations: 718-654-4200
3371 Eastchester Road, Bronx, N.Y. 

One Hour Smorgasboard
Four Hours Dining & Dancing

Featuring:
Deluxe Cocktail Hour

• Carving Station 
• Seafood Station • Pasta Station 

• Chafing Station 
• Antipasto Station

Rigatoni alla Vodka
Spring Salad

•Filet Mignon
•Stuffed Chicken 
•Sauteed Salmon 

• Mix Vegetables
• Stuffed Potato

•Eastwood Dessert 

Alive 'n' Kickin' 
Orchestra

Choice of:Dinner
ENJOY UNLIMITED

ROLLING BAR
THROUGHTOUT

THE DINNER

FREE
Gift for

Mom!

All for$6000
Plus 10% Gratuities
Includes sales tax

per person

CHICKEN TENDERS
FRENCH FRIES 
PIZZA WEDGE

CHILDRENS
MENU

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
An investigation into a 

deadly elevator accident has 
brought disciplinary actions 
against several NYC Housing 
Authority employees, however 
elected offi cials are question-
ing if still more needs to be 
done.  

According to a NYC Depart-
ment of Investigation, the fatal 
elevator accident in a NYCHA 
building on Christmas Eve 
that claimed the life of Boston 
Road Plaza resident Olegario 
Pabon was the result of a com-
munication breakdown within 
the agency. 

A DOI report that dealt with 
the matter was released on Fri-
day, April 15. 

Pabon was riding in an ele-
vator in the senior citizen com-
plex at 2440 Boston Road on De-
cember 24, 2015 and died when 
it lurched and he suffered a fa-
tal head injury, according to 
published reports. 

Five NYCHA employees, 

NYCHA elevator 
concerns continue

some of whom had been in-
formed of the elevator prob-
lems hours before the tragedy 
occurred, were reassigned. 

Another employee who 
was head of the NYCHA eleva-
tor division has been relieved 
of his duties, according to the 
agency. 

Councilman Ritchie Tor-
res, chairman of the City Coun-
cil Public Safety Committee, is 
planning hearing on the DOI 
fi ndings and NYCHA’s overall 
elevator safety. 

“The DOI demonstrates the 
negligence of the New York 
City Housing Authority had a 
role in in a fatality of one of its 
residents,” said Torres. “There 
is no greater responsibility that 
a landlord has than to protect 
its tenants, and NYCHA failed 
in that respect.”

The councilman said infor-
mation has emerged showing 
that the lift where the death 
happened had a disconnected 
brake monitor. 

Had the brake monitor been 
maintained, said Torres, the 
tragedy would have never oc-
curred. He questioned the ap-
parent lack of training and 
maintenance procedures when 
it comes to these monitors. 

The upcoming hearing will 
focus on systemic issues that 
need to be corrected, rather 
than on personnel changes, he 
said. 

There was no on-site su-
perintendent for the building 
when the tragedy occurred, 
and there still is not, said Coun-
cilman James Vacca. 

Vacca visited the building 
and met with tenants when 
word came of the NYCHA per-
sonnel changes and fi ndings. 

“Tenants are pleased that 
NYCHA took this action, but 
tenants in this building have 
been complaining to NYCHA 
for years about constant eleva-
tor breakdowns,” said Vacca, 
adding that he knew Pabon 
from when the councilman 

helped form a tenant associa-
tion in the building.

The councilman said he is 
demanding superintendents be 
placed at 2440 Boston Road and 
at 3033 Middletown Road, an-
other NYCHA senior complex 
in his district. 

Boston Road Plaza tenant 
Carmen Taveras, who lives 
on the 14th fl oor, said many of 

her neighbors in the high-rise 
are still scared to take the el-
evator where the accident oc-
curred, with some avoiding it 
altogether. 

“Now NYCHA does not wait 
for us to call, and they come 
and check (the elevator), said 
Taveras. “But it is very sad that 
it had to happen because he 
was such a good person.”

This building at 2440 Boston Road was the site of the elevator accident 
that claimed the life of a tenant on Christmas Eve 2015. An investigative 
report on what happened has been released. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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SE HABLA ESPAÑOL 

3395 E Tremont Ave
Bronx, NY 10461 

718-792-9060
License# 2017358DCA 

❍ Carpet Cleaning? 
❍ Screen Ripped? 
❍ Leaky Pipe? 
❍ Faulty Electric? 
❍ Need to Change A Lock? 
❍ Window Repair or 
 Installation? 
❍ Glass Repair?  
❍ Door Hanging? 

❍ Ceiling Fan Installation? 
❍ Painting? 
❍ Appliance Installation 
 or Repair? 
❍ Sheetrock or Hole Patch? 
❍ Clean Up or Clean Outs? 
❍ Junk Removed? 
❍ Electrical Work? 
❍ Plumbing?

THE WINDOW & SCREEN EXPERTS!
Keep Out Those
UNWANTED HOUSE GUESTS!

New Window Installation
Window Repair
Larson Screen Doors
Screen Repair
Glass Repair
Prompt, Professional Installation

FREE 
ESTIMATES

$5 OFF
EACH SCREEN 
WITH THIS AD. 
NO LIMIT.

Flannery’s Home Center
718-792-9060 Pickup & Delivery Available 

For Your Convenience!SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Flannery’s
Home Center

Bronx Johnson

A Name You Can Trust   and Much More...

Call Your Neighborhood Handyman at 
Bronx Johnson/Flannery’s Hardware

NO MIDDLEMAN!

NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 

CALL FOR 
YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

718-792-9060

COME VISIT OUR 4000 SQUARE FOOT HARDWARE STORE!
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A collaboration between a 

local church and two develop-
ers will result in a new devel-
opment for the west Bronx.

Thessalonia Baptist 
Church, Urban Builders Col-
laborative and CMC Develop-
ment LLC have joined forces 
to construct a new develop-
ment on a vacant property lo-
cated at 960 Prospect Avenue, 
also known as 961 Reverend 
James A. Polite Avenue.

The new housing proj-
ect, which will consist of one 
building with two wings (one 
on Prospect and one on Rever-
end James A. Polite avenues), 
will create 120 to 130 afford-
able and market rate housing 
units. 

One wing of the building 
will top out at eight stories 
while the other wing will  
reach seven fl oors. In total, 
the building will offer from 
anywhere between 130,000 
and 160,000 square feet of res-
idential space.

All units, which will range 
from studios to three-bed-
room apartments, will be 
built for individuals or fami-
lies with a combined annual 

Church to sponsor affordable housing
income of up to 60% area me-
dian income.

This development follows 
the guidelines of NYC Depart-
ment of Housing Preservation 
and Development’s initiative 
to create and preserve 200,000 
affordable housing units in 
ten years.

The development plans in-
clude parking for future res-
idents, as well as members 
of the Thessalonia Baptist 
Church, located at 941 Rever-
end James A. Polite Avenue. 

“We are very excited to 
work with the church on this 
project - it’s an exciting op-
portunity,” said Matthew 
Gross, director of Real Estate 
Development at Urban Build-
ers Collaborative. “This proj-
ect will help provide more fi -
nancing for the church while 
we utilize the church’s land 
and make sure it is properly 
developed for the commu-
nity.”

According to Urban Build-
ers Collaborative, the real 
estate development arm of 
Lettire Construction Corpo-
ration, the project will take 
approximately 24 months 
to completed, sometime in 
2018. Construction fi nancing 
for the project was closed in 
June.

“This is an opportunity 
to better utilize a property 
while creating long fi nancial 
stability for all of the parties 
involved,” said Shaun Belle, 
principal of CMC Develop-
ment. “There is a lot of op-
portunity here, but the proj-
ect model must be viable and 
it must be a win-win-win for 
the developers, the church, 
and most importantly, for the 

Renderings of both wings of the development. 
 Photo courtesy of CMC Development

This is an 
opportunity to 
better utilize a 
property while 
creating long 

fi nancial stability 
for all of the 

parties involved.
Shaun Belle

community as a whole.”
Belle added that CMC De-

velopment, along with Urban 
Builders Collaborative, has 
plans to collaborate with two 

other churches in the Bronx, 
two churches in Brooklyn 
and one on the Upper West 
Side of Manhattan in similar 
projects. 
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3446 East Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY 10465
(718) 409-2020

www.oconnorscarpets.com
Store Hours: Mon-Thurs. 9am–6pm

                      Fri. & Sat. 9am–5pm

O’CONNOR’S
C A R P E T  C E N T E R

25% 
Off

SPRING SAVINGS

5%
Off

ANY ORDER
With this coupon

SPRING SAVINGS

999 
LINOLEUM
Installation Available. 

Most credit cards 
accepted

SQ. YD

SPRING SAVINGS

1999

BERBER 
FLOORING

Installed

SQ. YD

CARPET    |     LAMINATE    |     VINYL    |     WINDOW TREATMENTS    |     AREA RUGS

CARPET REMNANTS

25% 
Off

ALL
WINDOW

TREATMENTS

O’CONNOR’S
C A R P E T  C E N T E R

SPRING HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

SALE
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A large swath of Pelham 

Parkway is being improved. 
A $1.35 million capital im-

provement project is under-
way on the grassy Pelham 
Parkway mall from White 
Plains Road to Holland Av-
enue, on both the north and 
south sides. 

The work to enhance the 
aesthetics of the park for 
recreation is part of a larger 
$8 million plan for the en-
tire parkway. The project is 
phase one. 

Funding for the project 
comes from the Croton Fil-
tration Plant mitigation 
funds, a small slice from 
the $200 million earmarked 
for improving Bronx parks 
pledged by the Department 
of Environmental Protec-
tion when it gained approval 
in 2014 to build a water fil-
tration plant under Van Cor-
tlandt Park. 

“The intent for this proj-
ect is to reconstruct the 
malls, providing a safe, at-
tractive recreational space 
for pedestrians, cyclists and 
runner,” stated a Parks De-
partment spokesman. 

Parkway recreation improvements started
According to a master 

plan submitted to Commu-
nity Board 11 for the project, 
additional features of the re-
construction could include 
protecting mature trees, new 
plantings to give the mall ar-
eas more definition and the 
placement of new trees, as 
well as replacing asphalt 
walkways with pavers. 

Additional seating will 
also be added at bus stops, 
the spokesman said, with the 
original design calling for 
the construction of circular 
seating areas near the tran-
sit connections. Additional 
seating will be placed else-
where in the park too, stated 
the spokesman 

CB 11 approved the design 
in 2014.

 District manager Jeremy 
Warneke said that the proj-
ect is needed for many rea-
sons, but expressed his dis-
may that work began without 
the board being notified.

“It needed to be done,” 
said Warneke. “It is long 
overdue and I am glad to 
see it come to fruition; but 
we would have liked to have 
been notified and I would 

like to see a timeline.”
He added: “The goal of 

this (work) is to make it more 
enjoyable to sit in the park.”

In the past, before the 

construction began, there 
were large holes that park-
goers fell into and the large 
trees needed pruning, a 
source said. 

The parkland is the only 
greenspace refuge for many 
residents along the parkway 
who live in apartment build-
ings, said Joe Menta, of the 
Pelham Parkway Preserva-
tion Alliance, a local conser-
vation group. 

While the PPPA is pleased 
with the project, he said it 
has raised safety concerns, 
as pedestrians who cannot 
use the walking paths in 
the area fenced off by the 
construction are detouring 
through the area along the 
side of the roadway. 

In some cases they are 
even crossing over the guard-
rails onto the roadway area, 
said Menta, adding this is 
happening in both east- and 
west-bound lanes. 

“The safety issues have 
me very concerned,” he said.  
“I am very happy about the 
project but I think (Parks) 
has to put some accident mit-
igation measures in place 
during the construction.”

Local Pelham Parkway 
resident Anthony Lentini 
said that the construction 
was impeding the pedestrian 
walking paths in the park. 

A major capital improvement on the Pelham Parkway mall near White 
Plains Road has closed walkways and paths through the park. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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New Throggs Neck Shopping Center 

www.wineliquorsuperstore.com

WINE & LIQUOR
SUPERSTORE

Titos

$

of 3 bottles

Nephew

$35

Smirnoff

$ $

Hennessy 

$ $

Skyy

$

Jack

$

$

Find us on facebook.com/wineliquorsuperstore

Spring Wine Selection

Johnnie

$

Semi Sweet
Sparkling

Elegant 23k gold edible 
fl akes . Enjoy chilled 

$11

Charles
Rose

Aromas of cherry, wild 
raspberry, blood orange, 
rhubarb, salt and Herbs 
de Provence carry over 
to the palate, where 
you also pick up some 
nice minerality. Pairs 
well with light meals & 
salads .

A balanced wine offer-
ing fl avors or peach, 
apple, pear and spice 
with a creamy mouth-
feel and a touch of 
hazelnut on the fi nish. 
This is a bright, fresh 
Chard that balances 
the creaminess with 
vibrant acidity.

$

Pinot Noir
The California Pinot 
Noir is an elegant, 
well-balanced wine 
offering mouthwatering 
fl avors of Bing cherry 
and strawberry ac-
cented beautifully with 
just a touch of spice 
and hints of forest 
fl oor. Pairs perfectly 
with a variety of lighter 
dishes.

Regular Price

$

Regular Price

$

ROAD TO SAVINGS
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The Bronx Coalition for a 

Community Vision recently 
sent a letter to the NYC Depart-
ment of City Planning demand-
ing a number of conditions be 
met before the Jerome Avenue 
rezoning is approved.

The letter highlighted four 
principles that the coalition, 
along with residents living on 
and near the Jerome Avenue 
corridor, hope are the main 
focus of Jerome Avenue’s re-
zoning process - anti-displace-
ment, local hire, deep afford-
ability and, last but defi nitely 
not least, community engage-
ment.

“This letter clearly lays out 
the recommendations that our 
coalition developed over the 
course of a year - for reaching 
deeper levels of affordability 
for any new housing that re-
fl ects the local need, strong 
anti-displacement policies that 
protect residential and com-
mercial workers,” said Carmen 
Vega-Rivera, a leader of Com-
munity Action for Safe Apart-
ments-New Settlement Apart-
ments. 

“The letter lays out the facts 
that all of these demands are 

Jerome Ave. rezoning demands released

non-negotiable and go hand in 
hand - we will not allow the city 
and it’s developers to come into 
our neighborhood that, we’ve 
built and sustained, to change 
the rules to benefi t others.”

Vega-Rivera added that 45% 
of Community Board 4 resi-
dents and some CB 5 residents 
have an area median income of 
30% or lower, while proposed 
affordable housing units for 
Jerome Avenue are starting at 
40% AMI. 

She asked, “If this is the 

case, who is the city building 
these affordable housing units 
for?”

Both community board’s 
AMI are nearly half of the 
city’s AMI of $51,000, with CB 
4 at $27,000 and CB 5 at $21,000 
AMI.

Both Vega-Rivera and Chris-
tian both mentioned the gentri-
fi cation that has taken place in 
Brooklyn neighborhoods, in-
cluding Williamsbridge, Park 
Slope and especially East New 
York, where more than 50% of 
the area has been up-zoned.

The area proposed for rezon-
ing focuses on a 73 block-corri-
dor alongside Jerome Avenue, 
beginning just south of Mul-
laly Park and north to Wood-
lawn Cemetery and includes 15 
west Bronx neighborhoods. 

The Jerome Avenue Study 
was evaluated last March and 
will result in the construction 
of affordable housing units un-
der Mayor de Blasio’s ‘Housing 
New York Plan.’ 

Mayor de Blasio’s ten-year 
goal is to create 200,000 afford-
able housing units and over 
7,000 permanent jobs in NYC.

The Jerome Avenue Cor-
ridor includes more than 200 

auto-related businesses and 
thousands of rent-stabilized 
apartments. 

The current zoning dates 
back to the early 1960s, with 
land-use patterns that stem 
back from the 1930s and ear-
lier. 

In addition, 80 percent of 
housing development in the 
study area was built before 
1950, considered by many to be 
inferior housing.

The Department of City 
Planning has been working 
with Housing Preservation 
and Development, Parks and 
Recreation, the NYC Economic 

Development Corporation and 
Small Business Services since 
this study began and has en-
couraged local residents, busi-
nesses and institutions to eval-
uate and identify opportunities 
in the area to ensure that eco-
nomic development, housing 
units and jobs can come to frui-
tion while existing housing, 
parks and schools, among other 
amenities, are improved.

CASA, along with other lo-
cal organizations, has engaged 
the community by holding fo-
rums, visioning sessions and 
collecting surveys from resi-
dents.

Members of the Bronx Coalition for a Community Vision and local resi-
dents at a CASA-led forum at the Latino Pastoral Action Center in Octo-
ber. Photo courtesy of Community Action for Safe Apartments-New Settlement 
Apartments

Jerome Avenue looking north-
bound.  Community News Group / 
Steven Goodstein

HOW FAR WOULD YOU
TRAVEL FOR WORLD-CLASS
REHABILITATION?
Thankfully you only need to travel a few miles
from the Bronx. Burke Rehabilitation Hospital in
White Plains has been providing quality
inpatient and outpatient therapy for those
experiencing a serious illness, injury or 
surgery for the past 100 years.

Burke is now part of the Montefiore Health
System – world-class rehabilitation just
minutes away from home.

785 MAMARONECK AVENUE
WHITE PLAINS, NY 10605
888-99-BURKE  • BURKE.ORG
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Monday - Friday  3:00pm-9:00pm
Saturday  9:00am-6:00pm

NOW REGISTERING FOR OUR SUMMER CLASSES
AND PERFORMING ARTS DAY CAMP

#1 Studio For The Past 35 Years!
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPIONS!

www.fancyfeet.com

Unionport Road
1306 Unionport RD

Castle Hill
Parkchester Area

347-691-3443

Crosby Avenue
1628 Crosby Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461
718-824-1981

Allerton Avenue
1295 Allerton Avenue

Bronx, NY 10469
718-405-5136
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Project Prepare is for rising 7th and 8th grade girls.   
�� Sharpen common core skills and TACHS prep in reading and math 
�� Perform scientific experiments in biology, earth science and chemistry  
�� Project based learning in law, government, history and economics 
�� Create and experiment with various forms of art 
�� Introduction to the Italian/Spanish language and customs 
 
Weekly afternoon workshops: 
�� Forensic Science 
�� Mock Trial 
�� Video Production  
�� Art 
 

 

50-50 Raffl e
Tickets: $20
per person

25th

Anniversary Card Party

Let’s Celebrate
Holy Family Church’s

Saturday, April 30th 2016
Doors Open at 6:30pm

Dinner Served at 7:00pm

First Prize: $1000.00
Second Prize: $300.00 $200.00

Door prizes, linens, offi ce supplies, kitchen 
accessories, Dinner and Broadway tickets, 
DVDs, microwave, luggage, bedroom and 
bathroom ensembles, bike/helmet,
cosmetic baskets, food baskets, TV,
Money Trees, and many more great prizes!

Tickets and chance books available in Rectory 
Mechler Hall
2158 Watson Avenue
(off Castle Hill Avenue)
718-863-9156 – 9157
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900 PARK
718-892-3830
900 MORRIS PARK AVENUE
BRONX, NY, 10462

DINNER BUFFET | 5pm - 9pm

BRUNCH BUFFET | 2 SEATINGS
11am - 1pm  |  2pm - 4pm

Mother’s Day

Mother’s Day

COLD STATION
Shrimp Cocktail - Oysters - Clams 
Cold Antipasto - Arthur Avenue Salad 
Caesar Salad - Fresh Vegeatbles 
Fresh & Aged Cheese - Bruschetta 
Bread - Roasted peppers - Artichoke 
Hearts

INTERNATIONAL
Empanadas - Arroz con Gandules 
Pernil - Pollo Guisado - Tostones 
Carne Guisad - Chicaerones de Pollo 
Ensalada de Papa - Flautas

DESSERT

SUNDAY, MAY 8TH

SUNDAY, MAY 8TH

HOT STATION
Eggplant Rollatini - Mussels Fra Diavolo - Fried 
Calamari - Sausage & Peppers - Penne Vodka 
Rigaloni Bolognese - Cavatelli with Broccoli Rabe 
Seafood Paella - Veal Marsala - Chicken alla Park 
Chicken Scarparello - Sautéed Vegetables - Steak 
with Onions - Mashed Potatoes - Salmon alla Rivera

Unlimited Champagne - Mimosa - Bellini 
Bloody Mary - Soda - Juice

Omelet station - Made to order - Waffl e station - Eggs Benedict - Scrambled Eggs - Bacon - French Toast with 
Strawberries - Sausage - Homefries - Fresh Grilled - Vegetables - Salads - Cold Antipasto 

Fresh and Aged Cheeses - Shrimp Cocktail - Oysters - Clams on the Half Shell - Mussels Marinara 
Norwegian Salmon - Chef’s Selection of Pasta - Steak - Chicken - Veal Eggplant Rollatini

Carving Station - Fresh Baked Muffi ns - Bagels - Rolls - Croissants - Fresh Fruit 
Dessert Station - Coffee Tea

ADULTS CHILDREN

pp +Tax 
& Gratuity

pp +Tax 
& Gratuity

3795 2200 

ADULTS CHILDREN 
12 & UNDERpp +Tax 

& Gratuity
3595 pp+Tax 

& Gratuity
2100 

INCLUDES 
SODA, 
COFFEE 
& TEA

RESERVATIONS
REQUIRED

EXTENDED HAPPY HOUR THURSDAY AND FRIDAY FROM 3PM TO 10PM 
NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS FOR OUR PARTY ROOM
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The fi rst-ever Westchest-er Square-based car and motorcycle show had many hearts and engines racing this past weekend.  Hosted in collaboration with Solo Pa Mi Gente Auto Club 
and Image Marketing, the Westchester Square Business Improvement District held their fi rst annual Westchester Square Car and Bike Show this past Sunday, April 17 on Commerce 
Avenue between Westchester and Waterbury avenues.  The family friendly event featured a dazzling showcase of classic and custom cars and motorcycles competing for best in 
show as well as fun activities for youngsters including face painting and a bouncy castle Above Westchester Square BID and Solo Pa Mi Gente members celebrate their fi rst annual 
Westchester Square Car and Bike Show. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

WESTCHESTER SQUARE CAR SHOW SOUNDS OFFWESTCHESTER SQUARE CAR SHOW SOUNDS OFF

Shenita (l) and Kevin Loorkhoor stand beside their fully customized 2001 Chevy 
Suburban. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Aaron stands next to his immaculate 1964 Chevy Impala Convertible. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Many beautiful cars of all different shapes and colors were on display for Sunday’s show. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Solo Pa Mi Gente’s Allan Nunez (l) and Manuel 
Garcia display their group’s colors. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
IGRT RADIATION THERAPYRADIATION THERAPY-CHEMOTHERAPY-

IMMUNOTHERAPY-CLINICAL STUDIES

COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
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Tickets can be
purchased at

salesianplayers.weebly.com
or at

Salesian High School
148 E. Main Street
New Rochelle, NY

10801

Tickets $15

Tickets will be sold online and at the door.

The Law Offices of 
Welton K. Wisham, ESQ., CPA

Attorney, Counselor at Law & Certified Public Accountant

42 West 44th Street, New York, NY 10036-7414

Professional Tax Preparation By CPA/ Attorney

IRS Tax Representation/ Audit
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TOO TIRED TO COOK? 
YOU RING ... WE BRING ... $10.00 MIN.

Order Brady’s To Go @ www.pjbradystogo.com

PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE
Seating Is Available For  

Large Dinner Parties  
MANY PACKAGES AVAILABLE

MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY NIGHT

NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS FOR

MOTHER’S DAY
WE WILL BE SERVING  

A SPECIAL MENU!

JOIN US FOR
WING NIGHTS 20¢ WINGS

TRY OUR DELICIOUS RIB EYE  STEAK!

MUSEELS!
STEAKS! 
CHOPS!  
FRESH 
SEAFOOD 
DAILY!

CORONA
BEER 

BUCKETS

FRESH 
CLAMS!  

MUSSELS!

BUY 2 LARGE PIES  
& GET AN ORDER OF  

WINGS FREE
EAT-IN OR TO GO

PIZZA
SPECIAL

We Deliver to The 
Beach Clubs!

Order Your Wings For Any  
Event On Our Wing Hotline

1-718-HOT-WING

CATERING 
AVAILABLE  

FOR ALL 
BOROUGHS

September 11th...Remembering Those Who Sacrificed For Our Freedom. God Bless America...

COME WATCH ALL THE BASEBALL GAMES WITH OUR MLB PACKAGE
20¢ WINGS FOR ALL FOOTBALL GAMES (EAT-IN ONLY, AT THE BAR ONLY)

LET US BE YOUR GAMEDAY HEADQUARTERS...WINGS, MOZZARELLA STICKS, PIZZA AND MORE...
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The Evzones stand united with (front, l-r) Spyro Dimitratos; Rev. Sylvester; Vasilios Gournelos and Andonis Vasilopoulos. 
 Photo courtesy of Greek American Institute

The Evzones Presidential Guard of Greece, visited Zoodohos Peghe and the Greek American Institute last Friday, April 8 
on Sunday, April 10 during their staeside visit to participate in the Greek Independence Day Parade.  All 14 Evzones were 
presented Yankees T-shirts by Rev. Sylvester Berberis and Zoodohos Peghe Parish Council president Spyro Dimitratos and 
gifts from GIA students.

EVZONES VISIT GREEK AMERICAN INSTITUTE

Pollo Campero, the world’s largest Latin  chicken restau-
rant brand, opened their newest location at 2450 Grand 
Concourse last Wednesday, April 6.
      Pictured above (l-r) Manuela Schaudt, Concourse House 
executive director; Joanne Guerrero, Pollo Campero Field 
Marketing manager and Elizabeth Figueroa, New York Bo-
tanical Garden Community Relations director attended the 
Wednesday grand opening. Photo by Edwin Soto

POLLO CAMPERO
OPENS ON

CONCOURSE

(l-r) Eleftheria ‘Effi e’ Ardizzone, NYC DEP Community Affairs deputy director; Kenneth Kearns, CB 10 district manager; Jane 
Scanlon Frawley; Joseph Sokolowski; Jane Dong; Stephen Nuzzo, Councilman Vacca; Steve Tsang; Michael Rivadeneyra, 
Vacca’s chief of staff; Soo Fung Dong and Evanthia Campione at last Saturday’s rain barrel giveaway. Photo by Edwin Soto

Councilman James Vacca and Community Board 10 did their part in helping homeowners and the environment by sponsor-
ing a Department of Environmental Protection rain barrel giveaway last Saturday, April 9 at I.S. 192.  Nearly 250 barrels 
were distributed to Throggs Neck homeowners as part of New York City’s Green Infrastructure Plan aiming to capture 
storm water before it enters the sewer system and to reduce combined sewer overfl ow into local waterways.

 COUNCILMAN VACCA, CB 10 RAIN BARREL GIVEAWAY

(l-r) Denise Trinidad, store manager; Mike Kotasek, direc-
tor of training, El Pollito Campero; Carlos Rivera, training 
manager; Marcos Alvarez, store manager and employee 
Stephanie Fernandez celebrated Pollo Campero’s day long 
fi esta with each other and their many customers. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto
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Mother’s Day Dinner Menu
$35 includes appetizer, salad, entrée, dessert, tea/coffee     

APPETIZER Choose One                                                                                                         

Seasoned fried Calamari served with mainara sauce

Sliced Tomato and Mozzarella with frantoiano olives & roasted red peppers

Coconut Shrimp served with pina colada sauce

Popcorn Shrimp served with tartar sauce

Baked Clams Oreganata chopped clams mixed with seasoned breadcrumbs

Golden fried chicken fi ngers served with a honey mustard sauce

Potato skins topped with bacon & cheddar served with sour cream

SOUP OR SALAD Choose One                                                                                                         
Mixed Greens salad OR Soup Du Jour 

ENTRÉES Choose One                                                                                                         

10 oz. Filet Mignon (add $5) served with a mushroom demi glaze                                                                                                                              
Roast Prime Rib of Angus Beef (add $5) slow roasted & served with Au jus   

Grilled Baby Lamb Chops (add $5) Served with mint jelly

Chicken Francese lightly battered & sautéed fi let of chicken with a lemon butter sauce

Stuffed Filet of Sole seasoned crabmeat wrapped around tender fi lets of sole with 
a light lemon butter sauce

Pistachio Crusted Salmon served with a Dijon mustard cream sauce 
Chicken Cordon Bleu Breaded chicken breast stuffed with ham and cheese 
and served with a light cream pan gravy

All above Entrees are served with a choice of potato and creamed spinach

Seafood Penne shrimp, scallops, & sundried tomatoes in a mushroom
cream sauce

Penne ala Vodka with Grilled Chicken or Shrimp                                                                                                                                           
         

DESSERTS Choose one                                                                                                                                        
Deadly Chocolate Cake, Bread pudding 

OR New York cheesecake 

THE WICKED WOLF
4029 EAST TREMONT AVE 

718-829-4400



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 22-28, 201634    BTR

The Forum of Italian American Educators 
celebrated their 32nd annual dinner dance 
awards last Friday, April 15 at the Villa 
Barone Manor.  This year’s distinguished 
honorees included Joanne Rubino, P.S. 83 
guidance counselor; Tony Signorile, Morris 
Park Community Association president; 
Alessandra Mercora, 1st grade teacher at 
St. Theresa School; Carmelina Fasolino 
Lynch, RTI teacher at P.S. 97; Jennifer Lana 
Etzel, P.S. 83 assistant principal; Angela 
D’Angelo Deegan, St. Francis Xavier School 
principal; Mark Cannizzaro, executive vice 
president, counsel of school supervisors 
and administrators; Ann Marie Annibale 
Baumis, associate superintendent for 
government program diocese of Brook-
lyn and Jeannine Petraglia, P.S. 498 guid-
ance counselor.  The Donation Award was 
bestowed upon the Little Sisters of the 
Poor’s Jeanne Jugan Residence.

32nd Annual FIAME Dinner Awards32nd Annual FIAME Dinner Awards

(Top) The FIAME executive board joined 
in congratulating fellow members Rubino 
(front, l) and Lynch (back, l) on their suc-
cess. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Right) Josephine Fanelli (c), FIAME presi-
dent, with honorees (l-r) Jeannine Petra-
glia, Carmelina Fasolino Lynch, Joanne 
Rubino, Anne-Marie Annibale Baumis, 
Angela D’Angelo Deegan, Jennifer Lana 
Etzel, Alessandra Barone Mercora and 
Mark Cannizzaro. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Joanne Palanoppe-Braem (c) and Bill 
Bream accept the special award giv-
en to the Little Sisters of the Poor’s 
Jeanne Jugan Nursing Home from Jo-
sephine Fanelli. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Right) Fanelli presents Tony Signorile 
with the Philip J. Abinanti Community 
Service Award. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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PADDY’S ON THE BAY
R ESTAUR ANT & BAR

50 PENNYFIELD AVENUE, BRONX, NEW YORK
(718) 430-6651 | PaddysontheBay.com

GOOD FOOD...HONEST DRINKS...GOOD TIMES...

LIVE MUSIC FRIDAY 
APRIL 22ND

Keep Us In Mind For Your Special Occasion or Family Outing

Comic Tales Of Tragic Heartbreak
On Friday 10pm

SUNDAY, APRIL 24TH
COME JOIN US FOR OUR 
5TH ANNIVERSARY PARTY

WITH DRINK SPECIALS 
AND MUSIC BY 
“THE SHARK”

STARTING AT 3PM...

OUTDOOR DECK 
IS NOW OPEN!

FROZEN DRINK SPECIALS!

R OUR R
PPARTYTYAPPP

CIALSSS 
Y 

M...
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Bronx Physical Therapy, LLP
3611 East Tremont Avenue 

Bronx, NY 10465 
Call us today! 718-904-9581

www.bronxpt.com

FREE
Preseason Baseline 
Balance Assessment

To enhance concussion evaluation and aid 

with return-to-play decisions, every athlete 

should have a baseline balance assessment 

before they begin the season.

Call today to schedule an appointment 
for this FREE evaluation.

Concussions 
can be serious!
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Happy Anniversary 
to my Wife 

All starting from a feeling we did not ignore, 
A feeling of connection we choose to explore. 

I don’t know what it is that you saw in me, 
What I saw in you was the up most happiness 

that can ever be. 
Even more so on the day that when you and I 

became “we”
I can still smile and say with love and truth honey, 

I Will Always Love You

Happy Anniversary
Your Husband 

Stanley

April 23, 2016

LindaaLindaLinda



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 22-28, 201638    BTR

(l-r) Ululy Martinez, Optimum Community Goverment Affairs director; AMSU guidance counselor Brianne O’Hare; The Grail representative Sharon Joslyn; AMSU JPIC coordinator Sister Alice 
Marie Giordano; AMSU principal Sister Jean Marie Humphries; The Grail representative Mary Kay Louchart; Optimum Community Public and Government Affairs director Liz Ferrier; AMSU 
science teacher Athena Tiwari with Mozambique members and participating Mount St. Ursula students. Photo courtesy of the Academy of Mount St. Ursula

Academy of Mount St. Ursula students were recognized on Thursday, April 7 for participating in Optimum Community’s ‘Charity Champions’ program which encourages high schools to 
raise funds for a charity of their choice.  The school was awarded a $1,000 check which the students donated to The Grail, an international women’s movement dedicated to spiritual 
search, social transformation, ecological sustainability and the release of women’s creativity all across the globe. 

ACADEMY OF MOUNT ST. URSULA RECOGNIZED AS CHARITY CHAMPS

New York City Parks, the Department of Education and Columbia University anthropology 
professor Jessica MacLean lead English as a Second Language students from P.S. 48 in a 
Wednesday, April 13 workshop at Drake Park where they studied the historic park’s grave-
stones as part of a professional archeology survey.  

DRAKE PARK ARCHEOLOGY WORKSHOP

P.S. 48 teacher Justin Czarka helps his students Christian (c) and Jeannuez take a precise 
inventory of Drake Park’s gravestones. Photo by Jehovy Santiago

The Masonic organization Uhland Lodge 735 presented Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
with the DeWitt Clinton Award for Community Service at a Monday, April 11 ceremony held 
at the City Island Masonic Hall.  This award is bestowed to non-Masons and non-Masonic 
organizations that have demonstrated exceptional service to their community.

BP DIAZ RECEIVES MASONIC AWARD

Pedro Maldonado (r), Uhland Lodge 735 worshipful master, presents Borough President Diaz 
with the DeWitt Clinton Award for Community Service at last Monday’s ceremony. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce
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LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

BY LYNN GERBINO
Our next meet-

ing will take place 
on Tuesday, April 
26, at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Villa Barone 
Manor. 

Our speaker 
will be Dan Miner, program manager for Green 
Jobs/Green New York who will do a presentation 
on Home Performance with Energy Star, a pro-
gram offered by the New York State Energy Re-
search and Development Agency for owners of 1- 
to 4-family homes. 

The program provides free home energy as-
sessments to identify where energy and dollars 
are being wasted , and to customize plans for 
home effi ciency upgrades. All homeowners are 
invited to come and learn about this program and 
to join our organization.

PHISHING

I just received one of those emails from Chase 
telling me that my account will be deactivated be-
cause of debit fraud. It asked me to clink a link. 

I did not....fi rst of all I do not have a debit card 
with Chase, so I knew something was phishy 
(ha) 

I called Chase and they had me forward the 
email to abuse@chase.com. 

They emailed me back and said that they did 
not send it and if I sent the phishers information 
to please contact the bank right away so they can 
close my accounts. 

Beware of phishing.
This is the body of the email I received from 

Chase...now remember I happened to get a Chase 
email, but you may get one from anywhere. Please 
be alert. 

“We reviewed the suspicious message or phone 
call you received. This was not sent by us and you 
should not respond to it.

If you responded to the message or provided 
sensitive information, we need to speak with 
you:

• Don’t reply to this message.
• Call us immediately at the number on the 

back of your card (ANY bank card!!). If you don’t 
have a card, visit chase.com or whatever bank 
or business./contact us to fi nd the best number 
based on your accounts.

In the future, continue to look out for any mes-
sage or phone call that:

• Asks you to confi rm, verify or give out ac-
count numbers, Social Security numbers or other 
personal information.

• Threatens to close your account if you don’t 
send personal information immediately.

• Says there are unauthorized charges on your 
account and asks you to enter or confi rm your ac-
count information.

These are designed to look like we sent them, 
so be careful and report any that you receive. We 
work relentlessly to shut down sites that generate 
fraudulent emails.

Visit chase.com/security for more informa-
tion and advice”.

If you have not yet paid your dues, please send 
a $15 check to: Throggs Neck Homeowners Asso-
ciation, P.O. Box 25, Throggs Neck Station, Bronx, 
NY 10465. Thanks.

If you need to reach us, call us at (718) 823-0327 
or message me on our Facebook page...Throggs 
Neck Homeowners Association,

I look forward to seeing you at our next meet-
ing. 

Our May speaker will be newly elected Dis-
trict Attorney Darcel Clark. We are looking for-
ward to hearing from her. 

Enjoy the spring weather.
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The Justice Academy for Young 

Women (JAYW) begins its eighth 
year as it welcomes 50 high school 
female students from diverse and 
underserved backgrounds through-
out the Bronx, New York City, and 
Westchester County. The academy 
was established in 2009 by the Hon-
orable Supreme Court Justice, La 
Tia W. Martin, and it is hosted by 
Fordham University, School of Law. 
The academy provides the promising 
students with an opportunity to par-
ticipate in a program designed to in-
spire future educational paths that 
might lead to careers in the law.

This no-fee, three-week program, 
held weekdays, from 9 a.m. until 3:30 
p.m., from July 5, to July 22, will in-
clude classes held at Fordham Law 
School that will be taught by over 
40 judges, attorneys, and law profes-
sors. Topics covered in the lectures 
include criminal law, civil proce-
dure, constitutional law, human 
trafficking, matrimonial law, envi-
ronmental law, domestic violence 
and cyber bullying. The experiences 
professionals have donated their 
time to lecture and will remain 
available to the young women as 
role models and mentors. The group 
will also travel to Washington, D.C., 
where they may visit the U.S. Su-
preme Court, the Capital, and the 
White House.

The application for the JAYW 
program may be obtained at:  http://
w w w.ju s t ic e ac a d e my for you n g -
women.org/.

* * *

Students from 14 local colleges 
are being awarded Con Edison 
STEM Education Scholarships, a 
new scholarship and endowment 
program by the company to honor 
students with outstanding academic 
achievement in science, technology, 
engineering and math.

Con Edison has pledged more 
than $1.5 million in academic schol-
arships to college students in New 
York City and Westchester County, 
awarding up to $5,000 to each recipi-
ent. The endowment itself amounts 
to a grant of $110,000 to each college 
over two academic years.  Besides 
the individual scholarship, the gift 
sets aside $50,000 each year towards 
the endowment fund.

The Con Edison Endowment 
Fund will benefit the following pub-
lic and private colleges. The names 
of the  Bronx 2016 STEM scholarship 
winners are listed next to their col-

leges:
Afito Djokoto, Bronx Community 

College; and Raphael Colon, Lehman 
College.

* * *

The Friends of Van Cortlandt 

Park announce new additions to its 
board of directors. Peter Kohlmann, 
president at Peko Creative, was offi-
cially added to the board of directors 
at their March meeting. Holly Le-
icht, regional administrator U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban De-
velopment and Carol Robles-Roman, 
president and CEO of Legal Momen-
tum are now lending their expertise 
to the advisory board. 

Yvette Hartsfield, Yonkers De-
partment of Parks, Recreation & 
Conservation Commissioner has 
joined the Ex-Officio Board.

For more information visit www.
vancortlandt.org.

* * *

The Bereavement Services at 

Calvlary Hospital is sponsoring a 
Creative Mother’s Day Workshop to 
give residents the opportunity to be 
with others who understand what it’s 
like to be grieving on Mother’s Day.

The workshop is offered free to 
all those who have lost a loved one. 
Learn how to understand the nature 
of grief and loss and their potential 
impact on all aspects of your life. 
Find support and guidance in deal-
ing with the many facets of grief.

Before attending, contact the be-
reavement department, Lynn Pappa-
lardi, at  (718) 518-2173, lpappalardi@
calvaryhospitla.org.

The workshop will be held on Fri-
day, April 22, 6 to 8 p.m. at Calvary 
Hospital, 1740 Eastchester Road.

* * *

The College of New Rochelle  
announces new appointees to the 
college’s board of trustees: Dolores 
Castellano King, former CEO and 
owner of William J. Hirten Company 
of New York City, and Anne Marie 
Nichol Hynes, Esq, president of the 
Hynes Foundation of Riverside, CT.

* * *

The SUNY North Bronx Career 
Counseling and Outreach Center, 
2901 White Plains Road, will offer 
a Basic Computer Use & English 
Skills Workshop. The workshop is 
free and features computer based 
ESL lessons for speakers of different 
languages.

Registration open. Mondays 
through Thursdays, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

To learn more call (718) 547-1001. 

Justice Academy for Young 
Women begins registration 

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
When Superfoods 

closed down there was 
an exodus of rats that 
scattered from this 
location. Thanks to 
the help our our Com-
munity Board 11 we 
have connected with the Department 
of Health and they will be conduct-
ing what they call the Rat Academy 
to teach home and business owners 
what they can do to prevent rats from 
invading our community.

The event is free and will be on 
Tuesday, May 3. The doors will open 
at 6 p.m. and the program will begin 
at 6:30 p.m. sharp. You must RSVP 
and those who attend will receive 
a free 30-gallon rat proof trash can. 
Call (347) 957-0261 or email Ratpor-
tal@health.nyc.gov to reserve a seat.

It will be held at our regular meet-
ing location The Sanz, 815 Allerton 
Avenue.

Also Mothers Day is coming up. 
That means our annual Mothers Day 
clean up will once again take place to 
give Mother Earth a small token of 
our appreciation.

We will clean out tree beds, plant 
a few fl owers, and remove unwanted 
stickers, graffi ti and litter. The more 
people that attend the quicker and 
easier the day is. We usually have a 
very good turn out.

Mothers Day is Sunday, May 8 and 
we will meet at The Sanz at 10 a.m. 
and will get started shortly thereaf-
ter.

Allerton International Merchants 
Association was very proud to attend 
an event this past week at the Mu-
seum of Jewish Heritage. Hosted by 
our own Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj 

and celebrating the 
humanity of the Al-
banian people during 
WWII. A fi lm presen-
tation of ‘Besa The 
Promise’ was shown 
and it was a touch-
ing story of how Al-

banians (many who were Muslim) 
saved Jewish families during the Ho-
locaust. And about one man’sjourney 
to fulfi ll a promise and reconnect 60 
years later with the Jewish family 
his parents saved.

It put a spot light right onto the 
good in people. Most people are very 
good. And many ‘bad people’ are mis-
guided. It’s up to our community to 
band together demonstrate the good 
in each of us everyday and pull in the 
misguided.

United we stand. Divided we fall. 
We are Bronxites and that is some-
thing to be very proud of. Especially 
those who lived through the diffi cult 
times in our borough and did not 
abandon their home.

But more importantly we are all 
Americans. And furthermore, we 
are all human. As frustrating as 
other people can be (including close 
friends and family) we must always 
try to stick together and communi-
cate before we attack. Communica-
tion is a powerful tool we can never 
lock away.

Join us on Facebook for lots of ex-
citing events. Including Damsel Arise 
coming up very soon on Wednesday, 
April 27 and support Talitha Cumi or-
ganization that mentors our youngs 
girls to be strong women. Plus don’t 
forget to become a member.

Any questions email us at Aller-
tonMerchants@gmail.com

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

BY MICHAEL P. MCNERNEY
We highly encourage 

all members and guests 
to attend our association 
meeting which is sched-
uled for Wednesday, 
April 27, at 7:30 p.m. This 
meeting will be held in 
the Villa Maria Academy cafeteria.  

Without spoiling the surprise, we 
recommend the attendance of high 
school aged teens, so that they can 
be introduced to our special guest 
speaker(s). Our organization has 
been working diligently over the 
course of the past several months to 
build a better connection with local 
youth. 

We have met with a core group of 
them, discussed issues that are im-

portant to them, and 
have begun developing 
ways in which they can 
become more active in 
their community. We 
hope to build on the 
foundation we have laid 
thus far, and desire to 

prepare the future leaders of our area. 
Therefore, we encourage both our reg-
ular meeting attendees, and fi rst time 
attendees, to bring with them a young 
relative or neighbor who fi ts the crite-
ria. 

The association can be reached via 
mail at PO Box 211, Bronx, NY 10465, 
and via telephone at (718) 823-1814. 

Please remember, “Take pride in 
your community; your home extends 
beyond your property line!”



Buying a home can be very 
competitive. A well-maintained 
property with all of the bells and 
whistles that today’s buyers de-
mand fi gures to attract many of-
fers, and buyers who have found 
their dream homes must be pre-
pared to make an offer that sellers 
can’t refuse.

Standing out in a sea of other 
potential home buyers is not al-
ways so easy, but there are steps 
buyers can take to ensure their of-
fer is the one sellers ultimately ac-
cept.

• Get preapproved for a mort-
gage. Sellers’ patience may wear 
thin with buyers who are not pre-
approved for a mortgage when 
making their offers. Preapproval 
can speed up the selling process, 
as buyers won’t need to secure fi -

nancing afterward. When sellers 
receive multiple offers on their 
homes, they are more likely to 
sell their homes to buyers whose 
fi nancing is already lined up as 
opposed to buyers who have to 
scramble to secure loans.

• Establish a strong rapport 
with the sellers. It’s not uncom-
mon for homeowners to develop 
emotional attachments to their 
homes, and buyers should keep 
that in mind when viewing a home 
and negotiating their purchase. 
Sellers won’t want to hear about 
how ugly a home is or how much 
money buyers will have to spend 
to bring the home up to their stan-
dards. While buyers must weigh 
such variables when making their 
offers, keep it as cordial as possible 
and avoid any infl ammatory re-

marks during the negotiation pro-
cess. Sellers may be more likely to 
accept a lower offer from a buyer 
they like than a higher offer from 
someone they don’t like.

• Don’t delay an inspection. 
When a property is drawing sig-
nifi cant interest, buyers can set 
their offers apart from the rest 
by arranging for a near-immedi-
ate inspection. Some buyers may 
want sellers to give them a couple 
of weeks to arrange for an inspec-
tion, and that may irritate sellers 
who want to sell their homes as 
quickly as possible. Have an in-
spector ready to perform an in-
spection within days of making 
your offer. 

• Include an escalation clause. 
When making an offer on a home, 
prospective buyers can include an 

escalation clause. Such a clause ac-
knowledges that a potential buyer 
is willing to increase his or her 
initial offer by a predetermined 
amount to exceed any bids that 
are higher than that initial offer. 
When sellers trigger such clauses, 
they are often required to show 
the other offers they received that 
triggered the escalation clause. Es-
calation clauses show the sellers 
you really want the house while 
keeping potential buyers’ hopes 
of buying the home alive when the 
bids are competitive.

Prospective home buyers may 
fi nd themselves in some stiff com-
petition upon fi nding their dream 
homes. But a few simple strategies 
can make their offers stand out 
and increase their chances of buy-
ing their ideal homes.

MAKE A HOME OFFERMAKE A HOME OFFER
THEY CAN’T REFUSE!THEY CAN’T REFUSE!

REAL ESTATE GUIDE
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Real estate can be an incred-
ibly fruitful investment. Buying 
a property at the right time can 
provide investors with a substan-
tial return when they decide to 
sell, and that opportunity compels 
many men and women to consider 
investing in real estate.

While there’s no denying real 
estate can yield a great return 
on buyers’ initial investments, 
there’s more to making money in 
real estate than simply buying a 
property and waiting for its value 
to rise. Buyers who are thinking 
of investing in real estate should 
consider a host of factors before 
purchasing an investment prop-
erty.

PRICE TRENDS
Recent sale activity in a given 

town or neighborhood is some-
thing prospective real estate in-
vestors should study before buying 
an investment property. Would-be 
real estate investors can explore 
real estate websites such as Zil-
low.com for recent sale informa-
tion, which may also be available 

through local government agen-
cies. Such data can be invaluable, 
showing potential investors which 
neighborhoods are in demand and 
which may be in decline.

TAXES
Investment properties are not 

eligible for as many tax benefits 
as primary residences. However, 
landlords can write off repairs, 
management costs and other fees 
associated with rental properties. 
But it’s not just their own tax bill 
prospective investors should con-
sider before buying an investment 
property. Many potential buyers 
down the road may prefer a prop-
erty in an area where property 
taxes are relatively low, so even 
if you can afford the tax on the in-
vestment property, you may find 
buyers are unwilling to assume 
that burden when you put the 
property up for sale in the future.

LOCATION
Prospective real estate inves-

tors no doubt know the value of lo-
cation with regard to real estate, 

but if you can’t afford to buy in a 
neighborhood that’s currently hot, 
that does not necessarily mean you 
can’t still capitalize on that area’s 
popularity. When a town becomes 
popular, its property values rise, 
and many buyers find themselves 
just barely priced out. When that 
happens, the surrounding towns 
tend to become the next hot neigh-
borhood, as these areas are nearly 
as close to the attractions that 
make the initial neighborhood so 
desirable. Buying on the outskirts 
of a hot neighborhood can set you 
up to benefit nicely when that area 
gets too pricey.

SCHOOLS
School systems should be ex-

amined even if you do not have 
children. In a recent Trulia.com 
survey of American home buy-
ers, 35 percent of respondents 
with children under age 18 indi-
cated they want to live in great 
school districts. GreatSchools.
org has profiles of 200,000 pub-
lic, public charter and private 
preK-12 schools. Investors can 
use the GreatSchools.org search 
engine to find information about 
local schools and school systems 
so they can better position them-
selves to buy properties in areas 
that will appeal to buyers down 

the road.
Real estate can be a fruitful in-

vestment, and investors who want 
to benefit the most from their 
properties will explore various 
factors before purchasing a home 
or homes.

Things to consider before buying 

an investment property

THROGGS
NECK
Beauty 
Salon 

for sale. 
Prime 

East Tremont Ave. 
location. 
Turnkey. 

Call for details.

Whether you are buying, renting, selling, 
or simply considering a move, 

we will be happy to speak with you.
We have a large selection of apartment listings!

CLARAREALTY.COM
Licensed Real Estate Broker

Residential | Commercial | Sales | Rentals

(718) 823-5397
3653 East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 10465

Across the street from the Post Offi ce

TUCKAHOE/
EASTCHESTER, NY

Short Sale.
Detached 4 bedroom, 

2 bath, 
center hall Colonial. 
Functional fi replace, 
formal dining room, 

double deck, 
walking distance to 

Crestwood train station. 
Call for more details 
and appointment.

COUNTRY
CLUB

1 family brick, 
6 rooms, 

3 bedroom 
& 

fi nished basement, 
jacuzzi bath, 
oak fl oors, 

nice garden & patio. 
Move in condition. 

Ask for Jill.

PELHAM 
BAY

2 family, 
detached, 

5 bedroom, 
4 bath, 
garage, 

private driveway. 
Completely renovating 

40’ x 100’ lot. 
Many amenities. 
Call for details.
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JUMBOS

UP
TO

$10 MILLION

5/1-Year* ARM 15-YEAR*FIXED 30-YEAR*FIXED

2750% 2875 3625%

3015% 3061% 3857%

*12m-t-bill index0.540% Margin 
is 2.50%. Monthly payments of 
$4.09/ $1000 Borrowed. Min. 
255 down. Payment could go up 
or down after 60th mo. Annual 
payment adjustment

*Monthly payment of $6.85 per 
$1000 borrowed Min. 25% down.

*Monthly payments of $4.64 per 
$1000 borrowed Min. 25%down.

CONDO / CO-OP 

COMMERCIAL

FIRST TIME 
HOME BUYER

Borrow 97% _ Apr 4.15% Freddie Mac - First 
Time Home Buyer Program. Save Thousands!

Discounted Rates With Locks Provided 
With State Bond Money, Direct Lender

Interest Only 4% Up To 50 Million 5 
Family And Up, Strip Centers, Mixed Use

SELF-EMPLOYED 

 Problems- Let Us Hear - Many Exceptions

ED ANGELINO NMLS # 9483
3609 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, New York 10465

Eangelino@powerexpressmortgage.com

“Give us 
a call you 
will save 
Thousands”
Baseball Superstar 
Mariano Rivera

We’re an Equal Housing Lender, Licensed Mortgage Banker- NYS Dept. of Financial Services. All rates, fees, terms and guidelines are subject to change without notice. Not 
responsible for errors. NMLS ID#4904, NMLS ID#1324
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Buying a home for the first 
time is an exciting period in a per-
son’s life. Deciding to buy a home 
often indicates buyers are ready 
to establish firm roots in a com-
munity where they can see them-
selves living for years to come.

The process of buying a home 
is rarely easy, and first-time buy-
ers may feel overwhelmed at 
times. Such feelings are perfectly 
normal and felt by first-time buy-
ers regardless of their budgets or 
home preferences. But there are a 
few ways to make buying a home 

more enjoyable than it is nerve-
wracking.

• Examine your finances. The 
first step toward buying a home 
has nothing to do with deciding 
if you prefer a craftsman- or Tu-
dor-style home. Before you even 
begin your search for a home, 
carefully examine your finances 
to determine how much is coming 
in and how much is going out of 
your household each month. Fig-
ure out how much debt you are 
currently carrying, be it student 
loan, automotive, consumer or 

any other types of debt. Order a 
credit report so you can see how 
prospective lenders are likely 
to see you, and address any er-
rors you find on the report before 
meeting with any lenders. Peruse 
past bank statements to track 
your spending habits, looking for 
areas where you might be able to 
scale back if need be.

• Be prepared when visiting 
lenders. Prospective borrowers 
can make the home-buying pro-
cess go smoothly by having all 
of the necessary documentation 
ready when visiting potential 
lenders. Many mortgage lend-
ers will want to see some recent 
pay stubs (from both borrowers if 
buying with a spouse or partner), 
a couple years’ worth of W-2s and 
tax returns, as well as your re-
cent bank statements. You can al-
ways call ahead and ask lenders 
what they need to see when apply-
ing for a loan. Having these mate-
rials ready in advance means you 
will spend less time at the bank 
and more time finding the right 
home for you.

• Secure financing before you 
begin house hunting. Many first-
time home buyers might not re-
alize the benefits of securing fi-
nancing before they begin looking 
for a home. Mortgage preapproval 

lets buyers know how much a 
bank will loan them, meaning 
they won’t spend time looking at 
homes they can’t afford. In ad-
dition, preapproval means buy-
ers won’t lose out on their dream 
homes as they scramble to secure 
financing after making an offer.

• Work with a local real estate 
agent. Real estate agents are an 
invaluable resource to home buy-
ers and are especially valuable to 
those buyers who have never be-
fore purchased a home. Agents 
can help first-time buyers navi-
gate the often confusing and, at 
times, disappointing process of 
buying a home. Choose an agent 
who is established in the area 
where you want to buy a home. He 
or she can provide information 
about local property taxes and 
schools as well as a multitude of 
additional issues that first-time 
buyers may not think of. Agents 
also know the lay of the land re-
garding home prices, which can 
ease first-time buyers’ fears about 
overpaying for their first homes.

A home is the biggest purchase 
many people will ever make. 
First-time buyers may be intimi-
dated as they begin searching for 
their homes, but there are sev-
eral ways to make the process go 
smoothly.

Tips for fi rst-time home buyers

SCOVOTTI REAL ESTATE

SCOVOTTI REAL ESTATE

Pelham Bay:  We Have The Keys, 4 Rooms, 2nd Floor, Must Have Good Credit.

Throggs Neck: 1 Bedroom Walk-in, Prefers Female. Gas and Electric Included.

Throggs Neck: 4 Bedrooms + Deck + Laundry Room $2200.

Throggs Neck: 1 Bedroom $1250. Pay Your Own Heat.

Pelham Bay:  6 Rooms, 2nd Floor, $1850, Heat Included.

Pelham Bay:  4 Rooms, 2nd Floor $1500.

Throggs Neck:  5 Rooms, 2nd Floor $1800.

Throggs Neck: 1 Bedroom $1100. Pay Electric. Preferred Gentleman.

Throggs Neck: 3 Bedrooms, 2nd Floor. $1800 Gas & Electric Included.

2436 EASTCHESTER RD. - 718-547-5650 
BILL RIZOPOULOS- BROKER/ NOTARY

SPECIAL OFFER
THINKING ABOUT SELLING YOUR HOME? WHY NOT GIVE US A CALL!

WHAT IS YOUR HOME WORTH?
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

718-547-5650 OR 917-841-5462

ALL HOME SALES

3% COMMISSION
(LIMITED TIME ONLY)

Pel-Park Realty
WE SPECIALIZE IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS:

Pelham Gardens, Pelham Parkway, 
Morris Park, Indian Village, Pelham Bay, 

Country Club and Throggs Neck
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When shopping for a home, it’s easy 
for buyers to fall in love with a prop-
erty. A well-maintained home with up-
dated features can be hard to resist, but 
buyers must consider more than just a 
home’s appearance before submitting 
an offer.

One variable prospective home buy-
ers tend to value more highly than oth-
ers is the neighborhood where they will 
ultimately choose to live. Many buyers 
even value neighborhoods more than 
homes, feeling they can always fi x a 
home but cannot necessarily fi x an un-
desirable neighborhood. When consid-
ering which neighborhood to begin a 
home search, buyers should research a 
host of factors.

CRIME
Crime statistics are public domain, 

meaning buyers can examine crime fi g-
ures for any neighborhood where they 
are considering buying a home. Some 
real estate websites list neighborhood 
crime ratings among the information 
they offer about a given property. In ad-
dition, buyers interested in learning 
about crime in a given neighborhood 

can visit a site such as CrimeReports.
com to access data on crimes committed 
near a particular address.

HOME VALUES
Home values are another factor to 

consider when choosing a neighbor-
hood in which to buy a home. Buyers 
can work with a local realtor to fi nd a 
neighborhood or area where real estate 
prices are trending upwards. While buy-
ers might be able to fi nd a great deal on 
a home in a neighborhood where home 
prices are dropping, it’s important to re-
member those home prices are dropping 
for a reason. Work with your realtor to 
fi nd a neighborhood where you can af-
ford a home and where property values 
are not in decline. Realtors will have ac-
cess to recent sales fi gures so you can 
get an idea of whether a neighborhood is 
trending upward or in decline.

AMENITIES
The proximity of amenities such 

as shopping, restaurants and parks is 
attractive to many buyers, and that’s 
something all buyers should consider 
before buying a home. Even if you pre-

fer a home in a remote location, that 
could limit your market of buyers 
when you want to sell the home down 
the road. While your own comfort and 
preferences should ultimately prevail 
over potential resale value, it’s impor-
tant that you at least consider access 
to amenities before making a decision. 
You might be able to fi nd a compromise 
in a home that is a short drive away 
from a town center, but still remote 
enough that you are not in the middle 
of the hustle and bustle.

COMMUTE
Quality of life is heavily infl u-

enced by commute time. Many men 

and women feel their quality of life im-
proves dramatically the shorter their 
daily commute is. When considering 
a particular neighborhood, do a test 
run before making an offer on a home. 
Wake up early and drive to the area 
where you are thinking of buying, and 
then commute from there during rush 
hour. Also, do the reverse commute 
come quitting time. You might be able 
to get an estimated commute time on-
line, but a test run can give you a more 
accurate idea of what your daily trips 
to and from the offi ce will be like.

Choosing a neighborhood where 
you will enjoy living requires some 
forethought and research.

Factors to consider when 
choosing a neighborhood

Bronx Chester
HOME OWNERS: LET US TELL YOU WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH CALL FOR FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

1616 Mahan Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461 | www.bronxchesterrealty.com

OVER 30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE SERVING THE BRONX AND LOWER WESTCHESTER!

Maura Finnegan
RE BROKER

Direct: 646-244-2598
maura@bronxchesterrealty.com

Cathy Tonti
ASSOCIATE BROKER

Direct: 917-579-4979
cathy@bronxchesterrealty.com

 REALTY Inc.

APARTMENTS 
GALORE!

922 CLARENCE AVENUE
1 FAMILY
Just in Time, Be in this Lovely one Fam-
ily with Finished Walk out for Summer. 
Eat in Kitchen. Nice new Hardwood 
Floors. Large Deck off Kitchen. Enough 
Yard space for Pool or Play area . In Law 
area has been Totally Renovated. New 
Doors, Garage and Driveway for Parking. 
Country Club side of Throgs Neck .Close 
to Schools and Express Bus to Manhat-
tan.   FHA First time Home Buyers 
Welcome. Low Taxes $4,100 (Approx.)

1311 STADIUM AVENUE 
1 FAMILY
Detached House in Prime area of Country Club. Oversized Garage, 
Front Porch, Back Deck enough Yard Space. Brick & Siding, Living 
room has High Cathedral Ceiling with working Fireplace. Eat in 
Kitchen with many Possibilities. Formal Dining room with door that 
leads to back deck and back yard. Wood Floors throughout house. 
Updated full bath on first floor. Bedroom on first floor that is being 
used as Office. Upstairs has dormer with 2 bedrooms and New full 
Bath. Master Bedroom is 12x17 & Kids bedroom is 11x11. Plenty 
of closets and storage . New Gutters, New Awning. Second floor 
has electric panel. Basement has 3 rooms with Separate Entrance 
. Close to Schools, Transportation, Walk to Pelham Bay Park. Back 
Yard is very private and quiet. 

“WE LOVE OUR 
SELLERS AND BUYERS. 
CALL FOR OUR SELLERS 

INCENTIVE”
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Selling a home can be excit-
ing. Homeowners who made con-
siderable financial commitments 
when buying their homes may be 
anxious when the time comes to 
get returns on their investments, 
but selling a hope need not be so 
nerve-racking.

Buyers’ tastes often dictate 
their interest in a home. For ex-
ample, no matter how immaculate 
homeowners may keep their co-
lonials, such homes won’t appeal 
much to buyers looking for a tra-
ditional Cape Cod cottage-style 
home. But while you might not be 
able to change your home’s archi-
tecture to appeal to the masses, 
there are steps you can take to 
make your home more appealing 
to buyers whose dream home more 
closely resembles your own.

• Address curb appeal. Curb ap-
peal goes a long way toward creat-
ing a lasting first impression, so 
homeowners can start by driving 
up to their homes and looking at 
them through the eyes of prospec-
tive buyers. Address the land-

scape if it needs some TLC, and 
power wash siding if it’s appear-
ing a little dirty. Examine your 
driveway for cracks and consider 
installing a new surface if the ex-
isting one is more of an eyesore 
than eye-catching. Finally, clear 
the yard of toys and tools before 
nailing the “For Sale” sign into 
the ground, as a cluttered yard 
will give buyers the impression 
that you did not prioritize keeping 
a clean and presentable home.

• Clear out the clutter. Some sell-
ers stage their homes when put-
ting them up for sale. But staging 
might not be an option for sellers 
who are still living in their homes 
and intend to do so until they find 
buyers. If you can’t stage your 
home, then do your best to remove 
clutter, including extra pieces of 
furniture you might have accu-
mulated over the years that can 
make rooms seem smaller. Box 
up any books that no longer fit on 
bookshelves, and try to keep com-
mon areas like family rooms, hall-
ways and kids’ playrooms as open 

and clean as possible so the rooms 
appear roomy and relaxing.

• Let the light shine in. Dark 
homes are less appealing to pro-
spective buyers, many of whom 
have no interest in living in caves 
that are void of natural sunlight. 
When showing your home, make 
sure all of the curtains are drawn  
and the blinds or shades are up. If 
trees or shrubs outside windows 
are blocking natural light from 
getting inside, consider trimming 
them so your home appears sun-
nier and more inviting. Bright 
homes tend to feel more spacious, 
so fix any light fixtures that need 
fixing and even add small lamps 
in rooms that could use some ex-
tra light.

• Tackle that to-do list. It’s easy 
for a home’s residents to grow ac-
customed to certain minor prob-
lems, such as a doorknob that al-
ways sticks or a creaky kitchen 
cabinet door. But buyers might be 
turned off by too many of these 
minor problems and wonder if any 
larger and more expensive issues 
also went ignored. Before show-
ing your home, address all those 
minor repairs on your to-do list. 

Selling a home can be exciting, 
and homeowners can take steps to 
make sure their home sale is suc-
cessful and lucrative as well.

How to prepare your home 
for prospective buyers

Kafcos Realty
Your neighborhood broker for over 25 years

TO ADVERTISE 

IN THE NEXT 

REAL ESTATE 

GUIDE CALL

LENNY AT

917-873-6734



BRONX TIMES REPORTER 2016 SPRING REAL ESTATE GUIDE 47  

SPRING REAL ESTATE GUIDE

ATTENTION 
HOME OWNERS
We are approaching the Spring Market fast. 
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GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 
To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 
Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 
Offer. Exp. 05/31/2016 Call 311 for more info

ACCESSNYC

Now it’s easier to apply online at
 

 FoodHelp.nyc

When times got tough and we
couldn’t afford healthy food,
SNAP HELPED.
- KARIMA, GRAPHIC DESIGNER 
  Brooklyn

WATCH OUR STORY AT FoodHelp.nyc
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Josephine Bastone (l), Esq. congratulates DA Darcel Clark; Judge Richard Lee Price, Wom-
en’s Bar Association chairman and Dr. Calderon who received proclamations from Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Elix Madera-Fliegelman, Dolores Gonzalez, Clark, Dr. Calderon and Carol Brumley-Mc-
Manus celebrate this year’s successful Women of Distinction event. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Darlene Dove-Malave (l) and Elix Fliegelman (r) present EVOLVE Award recipients (l-r) Toni 
Gaskins accepting award for Jenna Johnson, Sophia Stephenson, Nina Bosuo, Akosuo Dom-
feh and Chasare Allen with their award certifi cates. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) The Women of Distinction Awards went to court offi cer Ruth Espinosa-Mejia, Kay Amer, 
Maria Izaguirre, Isora Pineda and court offi cer Florence Coen-Lahoz. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Judge Price gave honorable mention to Carol Brumley-McManus (l) and Josephine Bastone, 
Esq. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Emily Sanchez (l) presents Dr. Yvette Cal-
deron, Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
professor of emergency medicine, with her 
award. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

District attorney Darcel Clark (r) happily ac-
cepts her plaque from Joan Clark. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Gender Fairness Committee for the 12th District in cooperation with the Bronx Women’s Bar Association held a Thursday, April 14 Women’s His-
tory Month celebration at the Bronx County Courthouse.  This year’s exemplary honorees included District Attorney Darcel Clark; Dr. Yvette Calderon, 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine professor of emergency medicine; court offi cer Ruth Espinosa-Mejia; Kay Amer; Maria Izaguirre; Isora Pineda; court 
offi cer Florence Coen-Lahoz and EVOLVE Student Award recipients Jenna Johnson, Sophia Stephenson, Nina Bosuo, Akosuo Domfeh and Chasare Al-
len.  These women of distinction received award certifi cates, plaques and proclamations in recognition of their remarkable achievements.  

Women’s Bar Association Awards
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

MALTESE MONTH SPECIAL - FREE TOOTHBRUSHING

“Opie”
Opie is 5 years old. His 

birthday is May 15 2010. 

Opie loves to give a

“High Five”

MALTESE MONTH

Home Of The

Offi ce/Retail Space 

Available in the 

Throggs Neck Mall 

Call 917-232-2375
bxtimes.com

2014

Villa Maria Academy
Drama Club is proud to present

FRIDAY, MAY 6 @ 8pm
SATURDAY, MAY 7 @ 8pm

TICKETS ARE $12
For Ticket Information, Call

718.792.1751



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 22-28, 2016 53  BTR

See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House.
Let Us Sell Your Home

Distinguished Homes & Properties
Phone: 718-684-1411 Cell: 917-957-6800

3602 E Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465

Larry “Large” Weinstein

Top Producer

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

Offi ce/Retail Space - Tremont Avenue - great foot, car and bus traffi cStarting at $800/Month

COMMERCIAL SPACE

APARTMENTS WANTED

METRO CUSTOM PRINTING
The Throggs Neck Mall

3602-B E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

GRAND OPENING

Stylist: Jen  Barber: Jay

50% OFF
First Service

715 Oakland Place
Beautiful Renovated Two(2) Family Home Three(3) Bedroom 1Bath 
Over Three(3) Bedroom 1Bath Over A Walkout Basement. This 
Home Has A Big Backyard And A Common Driveway. There is a 
Porch And Garden Area In Front Of Home

.$529,000

660 Morris Park Avenue
Commercial Space Of Approximate 1500 Sq. Ft. Located On Morris Park Ave Between Victor Street And 
Unionport Road. Well Traffi c With Cars, Buses And Foot Traffi c. Close To Subway. Perfect For Medical 
Field, Lawyers, Or Any Franchise. Looking For Long Term Tenant. Negotiable

$3500.00/month
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(back, l-r) Barbara Neglie; Silvia Ponce, NEBXSCC director; Stella Bruno; Councilman Vacca, 
Bea Argiento; (front, l-r) Candida Rosa; Rose Della Bovie; Estella Marra; Yolanda Marino and 
Margaret Mangiariana enjoyed a nice healthy breakfast last Tuesday morning. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

Councilman James Vacca visited the Northeast Bronx Senior Center last Tuesday, April 5 to 
launch a new breakfast nutrition program funded through Vacca’s Healthy Aging Initiative.  
The councilman has allocated $12,5000 to fund the expansion of the senior center nutrition 
program to incorporate breakfast which very few seniors centers presently provide.

VACCA ADDS SENIOR BREAKFAST PROGRAM 

Blowout New York, the Bronx’s fi rst blow 
dry bar, celebrated its stylish Sunday, April 
3 grand opening with a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony and delicious baked goods.  The 
3182 E. Tremont Avenue hair salon is open 
Wednesdays and Thursdays 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
Fridays and Saturdays 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. and 
Sundays 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.   
   Above,  (l-r) Jennis Acosta; Lizzet Caban; 
Jason Rosa; Sharon DeJesus; Zara Rosa; 
Carlos Rosa and Laura Prow, Studio Prow 
founder/creative director, cut to the chase 
at the Sunday, April 3 ceremony.

BLOWOUT NEW YORK’S GRAND OPENING

Blowout owner, Sharon DeJesus and her 
husband, Carlos Rosa celebrate the grand 
opening of their new Throggs Neck hair sa-
lon. Photo by Edwin Soto

Astor Little League Challenger Division’s the Red Phantoms coaches and team celebrate 
their league’s opening day together on the ball fi eld. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Astor Little League Challenger Division teams and coaches celebrated their opening 
day ceremony this past Saturday, April 16 at their 2701 Bruner Avenue ball fi eld.

ASTOR LITTLE LEAGUE’S OPENING DAY 

In honor of April being National Child Abuse 
Prevention Month, Administration for Chil-
dren’s Services, NYC Parks and New Yorkers 
for Children hosted a Saturday, April 16 Party 
for Prevention at St. Mary’s Park.  This free, 
fun-fi lled, family friendly event featured live 
musical entertainment and performances; 
fun activities like rock wall climbing, face 
painting and arts and crafts; workshops; 
health screenings; FDNY safety and educa-
tion; CPR training and NYPD Operation Safe 
Child ID sessions.

PARTY FOR PREVENTION
HELD AT ST. MARY’S PARK

Above, A hands-on CPR training session was 
hosted by the FDNY. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Belinda Cole (l) paints Makayla Bradley’s 
face at last Saturday’s Party for Prevention. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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BRONX YMCA | 2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx NY 10473 | 212.912.2490 

Our Sports Camp is designed to enhance various sports skills and fundamentals in age-
appropriate groups. Through the coaching and support of camp staff with backgrounds or ed-

ucation in sports, campers will learn the history, rules and key skills of different sports; all 
while practicing their techniques in mini-games. In addition, campers will explore the values of 

teamwork, good sportsmanship and strong work ethics. Sports Camp is divided into two age 
groups: 8-9 & 10-11. 

Cost per 2 week session: Member: $470 Non-Member: $490 

*Spaces are limited 

Our Swim Camp helps children develop important swimming skills and a lifetime love of the wa-
ter, while instilling values around water safety and responsibility. Swim Camp is divided into two 
age groups: 8-9 & 10-11. The key components of Swim Camp are: • Swimmers are given an op-
portunity to build swimming skills • Stroke development and training is tailored by age and skills 
level • Swim campers participate in core traditional camp activities • Activities and interactions 
emphasize building self-esteem and self-confidence. 

*Cost per 2 week session: Member: $470 Non-Member: $490 

*Spaces are limited 

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and 
the New York Daily News’ Gersh 
Kuntz man every Monday at 4:30 for 
an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4:30PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio
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The Bronx Chamber of Commerce held its 
annual Awards and Scholarship Gala last 
Wednesday, April 13 at the Marina del Rey 
and honored several Bronx colleges and 
universities with the Educating Future 
Leaders Award; Anthony Wallace, Fordham 
Plaza Properties manager with the Longev-
ity Award and Cablevision News 12 with the 
Community Service Award.  Colleges and 
universities recognized Wednesday night 
included Fordham, Hostos Community Col-
lege, Lehman College, Manhattan College, 
Mercy College, Metropolitan College of New 
York and SUNY Maritime College.  

BRONX CHAMBER HOLDS ANNUAL AWARDS GALA

Anthony Wallace (c), Fordham Plaza Properties manager, proudly accepts an award from 
Nunzio DelGreco (l), Bronx Chamber president and Joseph Kelleher, Bronx Chamber chair-
man. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Celebrity emcee Valerie Smaldone presents 
Thomas Isekenegbe, Bronx Community Col-
lege president, with the college award. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Pictured above, The night’s honorees with 
Bronx Chamber of Commerce board mem-
bers.

This past Friday, April 8 was a nice day for a 
White Castle wedding as lucky couple Jaslene 
Jiselle Claudio and Joshua DeJesus got married 
at the 550 E. Fordham Road location of the pop-
ular fast food restaurant.  Greg T of the Elvis Du-
ran Z100 Morning Show offi ciated the wedding 
where the newlyweds celebrated their ‘Crave’ 
for one another. The bride and groom tied the 
knot at the famous burger haven after winning  
an expense-free wedding sweepstakes run by 
the radio station.

COUPLE GETS HITCHED
 AT WHITE CASTLE

The bride and groom exchanged wedding rings 
while Greg T performed the ceremony. 
 Photo by Jehovy Santiago
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Brain   

Cervical spine

Lumbar spine

Knee

Shoulder

High-field ‘MRI 

without walls’

15 minutes

15 minutes

19 minutes

20 minutes

15 minutes

Low-field Open or 

Standup MRI 

40 minutes

30 minutes

30 minutes

45 minutes

45 minutes

For an appointment call (718) 931-5620 or visit www.udmi.net  

Time is on your side at University Diagnostic Medical Imaging! Our latest generation in open “MRI Without 

Walls” provides high-field image quality in a completely open design which takes LESS time and collects 

MORE data than a low-field open or standup MRI. That means a more accurate diagnosis in half the time. Plus, 

our completely open design provides a better patient experience. Isn’t it time you changed your radiologist.   

Time for the ‘MRI Without Walls’

1200 Waters Place, Suite M108 • Bronx, NY 10461

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.
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Former president Bill Clinton visited Riverdale’s Hebrew Home for the Aging last Monday, April 11 to forward his wife, Hillary Clinton’s run for the 
White House.  The event was hosted by Congressman Eliot Engel and Clinton who spoke about the Democratic presidential hopeful’s experience 

BILL CLINTON CAMPAIGNS FOR HILLARY

Former president Bill Clinton meets with fellow elected offi cials during his Riverdale visit. Photo by David Greene

Christina Abbatiello (l) and Marlena Giga spend 
some quality time with Avery, a three-year-old 
pitbull mix rescued from an abusive environ-
ment. New Beginning Animal Rescue hosted 
a special ‘UnderDog and UnderCat’ adoption 
event on Saturday, April 16 at their 2515 New-
bold Avenue shelter to help match underap-
preciated pets with loving households.  
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

 ‘UNDERDOG & 
UNDERCAT’ PET 

ADOPTION

The Locust Point Yacht Club celebrated its annual card party 
last Saturday, April 16 at their Longstreet Avenue clubhouse.  
All were treated to a fun-fi lled evening featuring delicious 
food, dancing and a great time with friends and family.

LOCUST POINT
 YACHT CLUB’S
CARD PARTY

(l-r) Nicole Murphy, Devon Murphy, Cheryl Villari, Jennifer 
Morea and Lynn Morea get into the party spirit.

(l-r) Vice commodore Andy Metzger with wife Kim, com-
modore Dave Powers with wife Debbie and rear commo-
dore Steve Talay with wife Colleen celebrated Saturday’s 
festivities together. Photo by Laura Stone
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert Graziosa 
has been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led many 
patients to live 
more happy and 
healthy lives.

B
E

FO
R

E
A

F
TE

R

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start HcG  
Weight Loss Program

GET STARTED NOW!

10% OFF 

OUR CLEAN START 
PROGRAM

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576
SPRING INTO SHAPE FOR THE SUMMER

SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST SKIN PEEL TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

APRIL EXTRAVAGANZA!

BEFORE AFTER

LAZER HAIR 
“REMOVAL” 
Get ready for 
the Summer!

TRADE THE RAZOR FOR THE LAZER!

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal    

Botox  

Fillers 

Sclerotherapy

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

INTRODUCING OUR NEW SKIN PEEL TREATMENT BY SKIN MEDICA

COMMUNITY
CHIROPRATIC

of Throggs Neck

Kenneth P. Gonoud D.C.

Trigger Point Injections

We Treat:
Acute and Chronic Pain, Back and Neck Pain

Headaches and Migraines, Sciatica and Pinched Nerves
Arthritis, Knee and Shoulder Pain

Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena Krause LoCicero
Funeral Director
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The Police Athletic League of Yonkers Foundation Inc.
Requests the pleasure of your company at it’s

75th Anniversary Dinner
presenting

DONATION: Ticket Prices Begin at $200

LUXURY BOXES AVAILABLE

F
Howard Berman – 914.423.8880

Vic Federico – 914.830.0811
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RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

The Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce invites you to join 
them at their Second Annual 
Golf Outing event at Trump 
Golf Links at Ferry Point on 
Tuesday, May 3. 

This annual chamber 
event, its 10th golf outing 
since its inception, is the 
second to be held at the new 
Trump Golf Links with 

an 11:30 a.m. registration, 
breakfast and warm-up; a 1 
p.m. shotgun start; and a 5:3 
p.m. dinner. 

The day will also include 
a silent and live auction by 
Eagel Sports. 

Trump Golf Links at 
Ferry Point is located at 500 
Hutchinson River Parkway.

Register now. E-mail: 

events@bronxchamber.org; 
call (718) 828-3900; or visit 
www.bronxchamber.org.

You can register as an in-
dividual golfer, come as a 
foursome, or come as a non-
golfer and enjoy a day in the 
sun with dinner and cock-
tails. 

A number of sponsorships 
are available and you can set 

up a vendor table to promote 
your business (which in-
cludes two dinner tickets). 

Either way, you’ll be sup-
porting the Bronx Chamber 
of Commerce which, in turn, 
sponsors a variety of pro-
grams and services to busi-
nesses ranging from large 
corporations, cultural in-
stitutions, universities and 

colleges, hospitals and medi-
cal centers, and mid-sized to 
small companies. 

Visit www.bronxcham-
ber.org for information on 
this event, as well as other 
Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce events, programs and 
services in your area. 

For additional informa-
tion call (718) 828-3900.

Bronx Chamber of Commerce golf outing May 3rd

On Saturday night at Cin-
ema Village on E. 12st 
Street I met Marine 

Sgt. Aaron Rasheed. He was 
up from Virginia with his wife 
and three young children, in-
cluding baby Elijah, who cried 
part-way through the new 
documentary we were there to 
watch: “The Syndrome.”

I can’t blame him. 
The movie is about Shaken 

Baby Syndrome — a heinous 
crime we’ve all heard of. Back 
in the fall, when Elijah was 3 
weeks old, he suffered a sei-
zure. Sgt. Rasheed and his wife 
rushed him to the hospital. The 
baby had two hematomas — 
blood on the brain (or at least 
it looked like that at the time). 
How had he gotten them? The 
desperate parents had no idea. 

Tsk tsk. They must be hid-
ing something. Child Protec-
tive Services swooped in and 
accused Rasheed of shaking 
the baby. Rasheed was fl oored. 
He loved his son! He’d never do 
that! 

“But I think because I 
had served in Afghanistan,” 
Rasheed said, the authorities 
assumed he must be suffering 
from Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder, and further assumed 
he must be taking it out on his 

Shaking up ‘Shaken Baby Syndrome’
baby. All three children were 
placed in a relative’s custody 
and Rasheed faced trial. Fran-
tic, he went online and tried to 
fi nd any information he could 
about Shaken Baby Syndrome.

That’s where he found Su-
san Goldsmith, the researcher 
behind “The Syndrome.” 

A journalist for more than 
20 years specializing in child 
abuse, her investigative re-
porting resulted in two new 
laws protecting children in 
foster care. She was especially 
revolted by the idea of anyone 
who’d shake a baby. I guess we 
all are. But the more she looked 
into this crime, the more sur-
prised she became.

It turns out that the constel-
lation of three symptoms that 
“prove” a baby was shaken (a 
type of brain swelling, brain 
bleeding, and bleeding in 
back of the eyes) can actually 
be caused by all sorts of other 
problems, including genetic 
issues, birth trauma — even a 
fall off a couch. 

And yet, over and over, dis-
traught parents and caregiv-
ers with no history of anything 
other than loving their babies 
have been accused of shaking 
their kids to death, simply be-
cause their children presented 

these symptoms — or other 
unexplained symptoms. To 
this day, about 250 parents and 
caregivers are prosecuted for 
this crime every year.

“The Syndrome” tells the 
tale of how this new category of 
crime appeared seemingly out 
of nowhere in the mid-1990s. 
Goldsmith found that some of 
the same doctors who had ac-
tively promoted the Satanic 
Panic of the early ’90s, accus-
ing daycare workers of things 
like sacrifi cing animals in the 
classroom and raping the tots 
in Satanic rites, abandoned 
that narrative when people 
started doubting its plausibil-
ity. 

In its wake, those doctors 
found a new horror to focus on: 
Shaken Baby. As Goldsmith 
puts it, “They medicalized Sa-
tan.” Attention, donations, and 
research money fl ooded in. 

But after Goldsmith’s fi lm 
interviews parent after par-
ent who brought their ailing 
babies to the hospital only to 
fi nd themselves accused of the 
sickest, saddest crime possible, 
it turns to the heroes: doctors 
who gradually started to ques-
tion the syndrome. 

Consider the case of Natasha 
Richardson, says one of them, 
neurosurgeon Ronald Uscin-
ski: She hit her head in a skiing 
accident and even joked about 
it afterward. No big deal! Two 
days later she was dead.

This happens to children, 
too, he says. Toddlers toddle. 
Sometimes they fall. Usually 
it’s fi ne, but sometimes it’s 
tragic. It may be diagnosed 
as the fallout from a shaking, 
but here’s the sticking point: If 
someone shook a baby so hard 
that its head went fl opping 
back and forth, the neck would 
show signs of whiplash, right? 
And yet, the fi lm notes: none of 
the hundreds of “shaken” baby 
cases Goldsmith reviewed 
showed serious neck damage. 

Not one.
Deborah Tuerkheimer, a 

Northwestern law professor in-
terviewed in the fi lm, estimates 
there are 1,000 people in prison 
today for a shaken baby crime 
they did not commit. Rasheed 
was almost one of them, but he 
was found not guilty.

The idea that the shaken 
baby diagnosis may be as un-
founded as the Satanic Panic 
does not sit well with the medi-
cal establishment. The Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics 
issued a 14-page document 
criticizing “The Syndrome.” 
Three different fi lm festivals 
were threatened with lawsuits 
simply for screening it. 

But the show goes on. “The 
Syndrome” is available on de-
mand through iTunes, Ama-
zon, Time Warner Cable — al-
most everywhere. And Rasheed 
is hosting a screening back 
home in Virginia. He knows 
fi rsthand how easy it is to end 
up in the medical establish-
ment or child protective ser-
vices prosecutor’s crosshairs.

It’s enough to leave anyone 
shaken.

Lenore Skenazy is author 
and founder of the book and 
blog Free-Range Kids, and a 
contributor at Reason.com.

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
The Post Flea Market went 

very well. The vets benefi t 
from this, and it looks like it’s 
going to be an ongoing event 
of more than one time a year.

Cyber baddies are still at 
it. This time targeting payroll 
and human resource person-
nel. The bad guys are looking 
for personal info of employ-
ees. Bosses and corporations 
should be aware of this as 

it affects the employees di-
rectly.  The IRS does not call, 
they show up with the proper 
ID. So be aware.

This next in from post 
member Clorindo Nieves. 
Two drinks a day can slash 
stroke risk. I’m good. 

Looking for a replacement 
DD-214? call (866) 272-6272 and 
follow the instructions.

Nee taps played at a vet’s 
funeral? Log onto www.
buglesacrossamerica.com  

They provide a bugler at no 
charge.

More bennies from busi-
nesses that care: 10% dis-
count from: American Eagle, 
Auto Zone, Dick’s Sporting 

Goods, Old Navy, Pottery 
Barn. Bed Bath and Beyond 
on Veteran’s Day only. Ask 
at the following, Texas Road-
house, Ben and Jerry’s, Pizza 
Hut. More next week.

Trivia Time

Jackie Robinson broke the 
color line on April 15, 1947. 
What team? I do so know, 
Brooklyn Dodgers.

The Boston Marathon 
bombing took place on April 
15, 2013 resulting in three 

dead, 264 hurt.
Ben Franklin died at the 

age of 84 on April 17, 1790.
On the same date in 1961, 

the Bay of Pigs fi asco hap-
pened.

Paul Revere rode on April 
18, 1775.

On the same date in 1906, 
a giant earthquake shook San 
Francisco.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, hug a vet and God 
bless.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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(Front row,  l-r) Honoree retired U.S. Army sgt. Sandra Rolon; Lewis Goldstein, Committee 
for Effective Leadership president; honorees Debra Greif and Neva Shillingford-King; Evelyn 
Torres; honoree Marie Parker; (back row l-r) Jon-Michael Provetto, Community Board 10 
member; Justin Westbrook-Lowery, Committee for Effective Leadership honorary chair-
man; Adam Bermudez, representing Councilman Andy King and Elvin Garcia, representing 
Mayor de Blasio. Photo by Laura Stone

The Committee for Effective Leadership honored a few exemplary community leaders at 
their annual awards luncheon held Sunday, April 17 at Villa Barone Restaurant.  This year’s 
honorees were Neva Shillingford-King, NAACP Williamsbridge Branch vice president; retired 
U.S. Army sergeant Sandy Rolon; Marie Parker and Debra Greif, an activist for the disabled.  
The committee president, Lewis Goldstein’s many accomplishments were also commemo-
rated at the ceremony.

LEADERSHIP AWARDS LUNCHEON HELD

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. visited the College Democrats of Fordham University on 
Thursday, April 7 to discuss his career in government, the Bronx’s resurgence and local and 
national politics with the students.

DIAZ VISITS FORDHAM UNIVERSITY DEMS

(Above) Borough President Diaz discusses politics with Fordham University students. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

The North Bronx Section of the National Council of Negro Women hosted their 48th annual luncheon celebrating African heritage this past Saturday, April 16 at Vila Barone Manor.  This 
year’s honorees were Fannie Munlin, NCNW’s United Nations representative; deputy inspector Ruel Stephenson, 47th Precinct commanding offi cer; Neva Shillingford-King, NAACP Wil-
liamsbridge Branch vice president; registered nurse Flora Goldston; former Manhattan district manager for districts 9 and 11 Leslie Wyche; Beatrice Castiglia-Catullo, R.A.I.N. founder; 
Titilayo Akindayomi-Adewale, Redeemed Christian Church of God Holy Ghost Zone pastor and Frances Garvin.

(l-r) Varahn Chamblee, NCNW co-chairwoman; Shanla New Sawi; Alexa Johnson; Noa Davis; Lakayla Rivers; Pamela Damon; Modesty Mack; Chante Chervy; Yasmin Steward; Shakira Newsom; 
Crystal McClendon and Patricia Kerr, NCNW section president. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

NORTH BRONX SECTION OF THE COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN LUNCHEON
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Reusable the Musical

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Why Drive?
For Information Call: 
Classic Coach
631.567.5100
www.classictrans.com
For additional bus information 
call the Mohegan Sun Bus Marketing 
Department at 1.888.770.0140

Daily Service

Suffolk County, Nassau 
County, Queens

Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday Service

Additional Service from 
the Bronx

$45
Round Trip
Bus Fare

Why not extend your stay? 
Visit mymohegansun.com to view 
your hotel rates.

OUR BUS IS 
YOUR BEST BET.

$40 BONUS PACKAGE VALUE! 
$15 Meal/Retail Coupon

Two $10 Free Bets & One $5 Free Bet

• Bronx Academy Of Arts &  Dance Fesitival............67

• Bartow-Pell’s Kentucky Derby Fundraiser...............67

• Do You Remember - Jane Hill & Fat Runway........68

Lehman Center presents El Gigante De La Salsa
Lehman Center for the 

Performing Arts continues 
its spectacular 36th anni-
versary season with an ex-
clusive concert of Venezu-
ela-born Salsa Superstar 
Oscar D’León, who returns 
to Lehman Center with his 
orchestra to perform such 
smash hits as “Llorarás,” 
“Detalles,” “Mi Bajo y Yo” 
and “Yo Quisiera” for one 
electrifying night on Satur-
day, May 7th, 2016 at 8pm. 
One of the world’s most pop-
ular salsa vocalists, Oscar 
D’León is known for being 
a highly skilled improviser 
with a dynamic and textured 
vocal tone. Produced by Le-
hman Center and José Ra-
poso.

Lehman Center for the 
Performing Arts is on the 
campus of Lehman College/
CUNY at 250 Bedford Park 
Boulevard West.  OSCAR D’LEÓN

Tickets are $60, $55, and 
$45, and can be purchased 
by calling the Lehman Cen-
ter box office at (718) 960-
8833. Low-cost on-site park-
ing available for $5.

D’León was born in the 
Parroquia Antínamo section 
of Caracas, Venezuela. He 
taught himself to play bass 
guitar and worked as a taxi 
driver and auto mechanic by 
day and bass player by night 
for local conjuntos. As his 
reputation grew as a bass 
player, D’Leon also became 
known as a clever impro-
viser and dynamic singer. 

1996’s Grammy-nomi-
nated release El Sonero Del 
Mundo was recorded in Mi-
ami with Willie Chirino. 
The following year’s Live 
album was recorded in New 
York with help from guests 
Arturo Sandoval, trumpeter 
Piro Rodriguez and vocal-

ist India. He then returned 
to the studio to complete an-
other fine set, La Formula 
Original. D’León marched 
into the new millennium 
with neither his creativ-
ity nor popularity showing 
signs of fading, and a new 
recording contract with Uni-
versal Latino spurred him 
on to record one of his finest 
albums in several years, In-
finito (2003). 

Throughout his musical 
career, he has recorded more 
than 50 albums, winning 
many gold records. In 1998, 
the City of New York estab-
lished March 15th as Oscar 
D’León Day, which is cel-
ebrated every year. In 2013 
D’León received the Life-
time Achievement Award 
from the Latin Recording 
Academy and in 2014 he sur-
prised his audience with Big 
Band Classics. 
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NICKS DRUGS

“In my twenty years 
as a pharmacist, I’m 

happy to work for 

they take care of their 
customers.”

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist

FREE
DELIVERY

PH: 347-590-1030
We Now Accept WIC

Celebrate the running 
of the roses at Bartow-Pell 

Mansion Museum’s an-
nual Kentucky Derby fund-
raiser on Saturday, May 7, 
from 5 to 7:30 p.m. Guests 
will be transported from Pel-
ham Bay Park in the Bronx 
to Churchill Downs as they 
support the museum in style 
sipping mint juleps, donning 
fancy hats, and enjoying old-
time Dixieland jazz. At post 
time, the 142nd running of 
the Kentucky Derby will be 
screened in the mansion’s 
glorious Greek Revival dou-
ble parlors. Partygoers will 
relish spending a spring eve-
ning viewing the newly re-
stored mansion and the for-
mal garden while showing 
off their Derby fi nest.

As in years past, guests are 
sure to fi nd compelling items 
to bid on in the live auction 
to support the museum, in-
cluding two Yankee tickets—
fi rst row at fi rst base—Satur-
day, June 11, 7 p.m. against 
the Detroit Tigers (get there 
early to see the Yankees 
warm up as a whole right in 
front of you!) and a Fourth of 

Kentucky Derby fundraiser at Bartow-Pell
July fi reworks cocktail party 
in the museum’s elegant gar-
den. In addition, prizes will 
be awarded for the two most 
original and elegant hats.

Festivities at the mansion 
will be followed by six din-
ners at private homes in Pel-
ham, Bronxville, and City Is-
land beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
This year’s dinner hosts are 
Cynthia and David Brown; 
Cherrie Greenhalgh with 
Catherine Campbell and Art 
Scinta; Judith and Mark 
Minter; Ellen Lasch and 
Alex Sade; Kelly and Edward 
Coyne; and Barbara Burn Do-
lensek with Martin Nash.

Tickets for cocktails only 
are $80 per person; cocktails 
and dinner tickets are $125; 
cocktails, dinner, and recog-
nition in the event program 
are $200 and $275. Dinner 
host selection is fi rst come, 
fi rst served. Tickets must be 
purchased in advance online 
at www.bpmm.org. All are 
welcome.

* * *

The Bronx Academy of 

Arts & Dance presents its 
annual spring dance festi-

val The Boogie Down Dance 
Series from Sunday, April 
24 through Tuesday, May 31, 
at BAAD!, 2474 Westchester 
Square.  

The Boogie Down Dance 
Series makes way for profes-
sional, contemporary dance 
in the Bronx and takes its 
title from the borough’s nick-
name, The Boogie Down.  
The festival features a pow-
erful mix of dance that vi-
brates with Bronx energy 
and a diversity of dance from 
around the city. This year’s 
festival includes the fi nal 
performances of Okwui Ok-
pokwasili’s celebrated Bronx 
Gothic. 

Tickets for performances 
costs $10 - $35 with some free 
events and discounts avail-
able for students, seniors, 
groups, Bronx Cultural Card 
Holders, NALAC (National 
Association of Latino Art 
and Cultures) and to Bronx 
residents.  Call (718) 918-2110 
or visit website: www.BAAD-
Bronx.org for tickets, infor-
mation and additional direc-
tions. 

* * *

Wave Hill offers the fol-
lowing:

Friday, April 29: Garden 
Walk: Notable Trees Of Wave 
Hill.

Saturday, April 30; Sun-
day, April 31: Family Art 
Project: Buds, Buds, Buds: 
Visit and sketch trees nearby. 
Then, using a wooden base, 
paper and a variety of nat-
ural materials, make your 
own free-standing, fully bud-
ding sculptural tree. 

Saturday, April 30: Tai 
Chi Chuan.

Saturday, April 30: Bike 
Tour: Great Trees Of Inwood 
And Riverdale.

Saturday, April 30; Sun-
day, April 31: In The Shop At 
Wave Hill: Lotta Helleberg: 
In-store artisan Lotta Hel-
leberg of Inleaf studio offers 
books, household goods, sta-
tionary and wearables. Her 
sustainable products are 
made using local plant dyes 
and natural leaf printing and 
eco printing techniques. Ar-
bor Week event.

Saturday, April 30: Junior 
Arborist Station: Kids ages 
fi ve and up are invited to don 

tree-climbing harnesses and 
hardhats and ascend into 
the canopy of our old sugar 
maple tree to get a birds-eye 
view of Wave Hill. 

Saturday, April 30: Gar-
den Walk: Trees In The De-
signed Landscape.

Saturday, April 30: Cook-
ing Demo: Chock Full O’ 
(Pine) Nuts.

Saturday, April 30: Gal-
lery Tour.

Sunday,  May 1: Yoga. 
Sunday, May 1: Drop-In 

Art Workshop: Tree Portraits 
With Sgraffi to.

Sunday, May 1: Medita-
tion.

Sunday, May 1: Meditative 
Woodland Walk.

Sunday, May 1: Gardening 
Demo: Growing Trees And 
Shrubs In Containers.

Sunday, May 1: Garden 
Highlights Walk.

Sunday, May 1: Floral 
Ghost: Susan Orlean And 
Philip Taaffe In Conversa-
tion.

Wave Hill  is located at 675 
West 252nd Street. For more 
information call (718) 549-
3200 ext. 232.
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Jane Hill and Edgewater Park’s Fat Runway

View of the Fat Runway from Eastchester Bay looking south toward Edge-
water Park’s “D” Section circa 1955.  

The Fat Runway in Edgewater 
Park’s “D” Section circa 1950 look-
ing south from Eastchester Bay. 

I recently gave a brief talk 
about Bronx swimmers and in-
cluded the relatively unknown 
Jane Hill of Edgewater Park. 
She was the woman who taught 
my cousins, brothers and me 
how to swim at the dock known 
as the “Fat Runway.” It was 
known by that name because it 
was twice the width of the adja-
cent jetty to its east which was 
appropriately referred to as the 
“Skinny Runway.”

My family moved out of 
Edgewater when I was in my 
teens and in the ensuing years, 
my visits to the waterfront of 
my youth became less and less 
frequent. I will always remem-
ber it, however, with very fond 
memories that I wouldn’t trade 
for anything. It was a summer-
time paradise where bare feet 
were the norm and a bathing 
suit was all the garb you needed 
for most of the day.

Life in Edgewater revolved 
around the tides and young-
sters learned how to swim 
shortly after they learned how 
to walk. It was not an option, 
but a necessity in a coastal 
community. I grew up in the 
1940s and 50s when very few 
women worked. It was not un-

usual, therefore, to have one 
or more mothers down at the 
beach acting as unoffi cial life-
guards. 

My mother often fi lled that 
position and I have fond mem-
ories of her reinforcing the 
swimming skills taught to me 
by Jane Hill. She would face me 
and then backstroke, always 
staying just a couple of strokes 

ahead but ready to help me if I 
faltered. When the lesson was 
over, she turned around chang-
ing to a breaststroke and I’d 
hold onto her shoulders as she 
towed me to shore. She then re-
turned to her post on the beach 
keeping alert for any children 
in danger. 

There always seemed to be 
one or more mothers on the 
beach watching for danger or 
bullying. The latter was not tol-
erated. Jane Hill was generally 
posted on the “Fat Runway,” it-
self and her husband Charlie 
was also there teaching us how 
to fi sh and crab. He taught us 
the effective use of a crab net 
and how to spot a double-jointed 
blue claw by its coloring. Jane 
and Charlie didn’t have any 
children so they adopted all the 
neighborhood kids teaching us 
how to swim, fi sh, crab, clam 
and dig for worms. They taught 
us well. 

Occasionally they’d call for 
a beach cleanup and we’d all 

come with a rake and pull out 
seaweed, glass (no plastic bot-
tlers yet) and debris from the 
shoreline. When the work was 
done, we’d be sent clamming. 
We had to feel around with our 
toes for the cherrystones while 
others used pitchforks to dig 
up the chowder clams. Others 
scoured the old permanently 
moored barge and jetties for 
blue claws. The entire catch 
was handed over to Jane who 
brought out her pot of huge pro-
portions which she readied to 
cook up a seafood feast for all 
who came by.

I met a fellow Edgewaterite 
from that era recently and in-
quired about Jane. I was told 

that she went a little daft in her 
old age and chased people away 
yelling at them. I wonder if 
those people knew or were told 
about all the many good deeds 
she performed. I then regretted 
not going back to Edgewater to 
thank her for teaching me how 
to swim among other things.

Sometimes we just take peo-
ple for granted and have to live 
with regrets. This is my public 
thank you to Jane and Charlie 
Hill for their many kindnesses 
to the children from D Section. 
I’m sure her eternal reward 
will be great but I couldn’t help 
putting in my two cents. Thank 
you, Jane and Charlie, wher-
ever you are. 

REPRINTED FROM 4/26/2012
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JOIN US FOR ONE OF THE  WILDEST EVENTS IN NY AND MAKE TRACKS FOR WILDLIFE!

8TH ANNUAL 5K RUN  AND
FAMILY FUN RUN/WALK

SATURDAY

APRIL 30, 2016
SAVE $5 COURTESY OF THE 
BRONX TIMES REPORTER

CODE: BTRRFTW
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HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:

 � Exclusive access to the Bronx Zoo prior to        
public opening.

 � Registration fee includes complimentary          
Bronx Zoo general admission and parking–            
run and stay for the day.

 � Free post-run activities, refreshments and 
entertainment for all ages including a silent disco!

 � Great way to build corporate and family teams 
and show how much you love wildlife!

 � Your participation and fundraising efforts will 
support the Wildlife Conservation Society’s 
global mission. 

  PRESENTED BY                      FEATURED SPONSORS

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

TO REGISTER OR DONATE, GO TO

WCSRUNFORTHEWILD.ORG
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(Above) The Bobby Sanabria Multiverse Big Band put on a memorable rooftop performance 
last Saturday. Photo by Jehovy Santiago

The Women’s Housing and Economic Development Corporation’s Bronx Music Heritage 
Center launched its annual ‘South Bronx Culture Trail: Lookin’ Up in the Boogie Down’ on 
Saturday, April 16.  It started with a rooftop performance by Bronx legends Bobby Sanabria 
and the Multiverse Band at 1301 Southern Boulevard, followed by a special screening of the 
2011 fi lm ‘The Girls in the Band’ detailing the journey of female jazz and big band musicians 
for the late 1930s to the present day and concluded with a musical performance by Stomp 
Society Swing Band at 1303 Louis Niné Boulevard.

WHEDCO HONORS JAZZ GREATS

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. joined Bronx Parks Commissioner Iris Rodriguez-Rosa 
and John Krawchuk, New York City Department of Parks and Recreation Historic Preser-
vation director, on a Friday, April 8 tour of the historic Orchard Beach promenade.  In his 
recent ‘State of the Borough’ address, Diaz said he has committed $10 million in capital 
funding toward the landmark’s renovation. 

BP DIAZ TOURS ORCHARD BEACH PAVILION

Borough President Diaz (c) tours Orchard Beach’s Art Deco bathhouse with Krawchuk and 
Rodriguez-Rosa. Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and Councilman Rafael Salamanca discussed budget priorities 
for Council District 17 with their staffs last Friday, April 15 at the borough president’s offi ce.

DIAZ, SALAMANCA DISCUSS
BUDGET PRIORITIES

Borough President Diaz (c) and Councilman Salamanca (r) discuss budget priorities with 
their staff members. Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

A team of 20 Jacobi Medical 
Center employees participated 
in the Saturday, April 9 American 
Lung Association’s ‘Fight for Air 
Climb’.  This event involved trav-
eling up over 50 fl ights of stairs 
and all funds raised support 
research, education and patient 
programs aiding millions of 
Americans affected by asthma, 
COPD, lung cancer, air pollution 
and other lung diseases.

JACOBI JOINS ‘FIGHT FOR AIR CLIMB’

Jacobi Medical Center employ-
ees did their part to help those 
impacted by lung diseases.

(Right) Jacobi Medical Center 
took home the gold for ‘Fast-
est Health Professional Team’. 
 Photo courtesy of Jacobi Medical 
Center
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Association

BY FRANK 
V. VERNUCCIO, JR., J.D. 

The inadequate funding of 
America’s missile defense pro-
gram is getting harder to jus-
tify.

President Reagan origi-
nally championed anti-mis-
sile defenses against the vast 
Soviet arsenal. The potential 
success of that program—
even before signifi cant devel-
opment began—has been con-
sidered by many a factor in 
the belief by some in the USSR 
hierarchy that they could no 
longer compete with the U.S.  
After the collapse of the Com-
munist regime, the program 
seemed unnecessary.  But the 
meteoric rise of China’s mili-
tary and the growing missile 
prowess of North Korea and 
Iran made the concept again 
necessary.

And of course, there is Rus-
sia.  While the current missile 
defense program provides no 
defense against Moscow’s nu-
clear arsenal which, for the 
fi rst time in history, is larger 
than America’s, the Kremlin 
opposes the existence of this 
purely defensive effort, with-
out offering any logical reason 
why it takes such a position. 
At the same time, it works 

against international efforts 
to stop the proliferation of mis-
sile technology.  Russia has 
blocked UN Security Coun-
cil attempts to oppose Iran’s 
growing missile program, 
much the same as China has 
taken no signifi cant action 
against North Korea’s nuclear 
and ICBM efforts, despite its 
overwhelming infl uence over 
Pyongyang.

A recent General Account-
ing Offi ce study noted that 
“According to the Department 
of Defense (DOD), protection 
of the United States from the 
threat of ballistic missile at-
tacks is a critical national se-
curity priority.”

The FY2017 Missile De-
fense Agency  budget request 
of $ 7.5 is considerably smaller 
than the last pre-Obama bud-
get request of $9.3 billion, and 
smaller than the FY2016 re-
quest of $8.1 billion.  Strangely, 
as the threat increases, sup-
port for protection decreases.

In 2013, National Secu-
rity expert  Loren Thompson, 
writing in Forbes,observed “it 
is surprising to note how little 
money the Pentagon spends 
on missile defense, given the 
high priority of the dangers it 
addresses.”

Testifying before Congress 
in 2015, Vice Admiral J.D. 
Syring, USN director, Mis-
sile Defense Agency told the 
House Armed Service Com-
mittee Subcommittee on Stra-
tegic Forces: “The threat con-
tinues to grow as our potential 
adversaries acquire a greater 
number of ballistic missiles, 
increasing their range, incor-
porating BMD countermea-
sures, and making them more 
complex, survivable, reliable, 
and accurate. Space-launch 
activities involve multistage 
systems that further the de-
velopment of technologies for 
intercontinental ballistic mis-
siles (ICBMs). In addition to 
the Taepo Dong 2 space launch 
vehicle/ICBM, North Korea is 
developing and has paraded 
the KN08 road-mobile ICBM 
and an intermediate-range 
ballistic missile (IRBM) capa-
ble of reaching Guam and the 
Aleutian Islands.

“As part of a series of provo-

cations last year, North Korea 
conducted multiple short- and 
medium-range ballistic mis-
sile launches and threatened 
to conduct additional longer-
range launches. Today it fi elds 
hundreds of Scud and No Dong 
missiles that can reach U.S. 
forces forward deployed to the 
Republic of Korea and Japan.

“Iran has publicly stated 
it intends to launch a space 
launch vehicle as early as this 
year (2015) that could be ca-
pable of intercontinental bal-
listic missile ranges if con-
fi gured as such. Iran also has 
steadily increased its ballistic 
missile force, deploying next-
generation short- and me-
dium-range ballistic missiles 
(SRBMs and MRBMs) with 
increasing accuracy and new 
submunition payloads. … Iran 
continues to develop more so-
phisticated missiles and im-
prove the range and accuracy 
of current missile systems, 
and it has publicly demon-
strated the ability to launch si-
multaneous salvos of multiple 
rockets and missiles.”

There are implications to 
America’s allies.

The Jerusalem Post reports 
that “The timing of the US cuts 
is regrettable as the capability 

of missiles developed by both 
Iran and North Korea is ad-
vancing and their production 
numbers are increasing. Ac-
cording to the Pentagon’s Mis-
sile Defense Agency overall 
funds earmarked for anti-mis-
sile defense will fall in 2017 by a 
projected 10 percent…Funding 
for the cooperative Israeli pro-
gram will be slashed by 60% 
while funding for the highly 
effective Iron Dome system 
faces a 25% cut. This certainly 
hurts Israel, but these cuts also 
put South Korea and Japan at 
risk as those countries face off 
against an increasingly bellig-
erent and technologically capa-
ble North Korea.

“Israel, with American help, 
has proven the investment 
in missile defense pays off. It 
should be clear to the United 
States and all Americans that 
in an increasingly dangerous 
world with missile prolifera-
tion rampant it is more impor-
tant than ever to give our lead-
ers more options to protect our 
cities and our allies.”

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio 
broadcasts at amfm247.com, 
and visit our website at comac-
tainc.com.

BY STEVEN GLOSSER
AND LOUIS G. LUTNICK

First the Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association 
would like to send a hearty 
congratulation to our for-
mer president and one of the 
founders of the Pelham Park-
way Neighborhood Associa-
tion, Edith Blitzer. Blitzer 
received an award from the 
Jewish Community Council of 
Pelham Parkway for her many 
years of selfl ess and dedicated 
service to the Pelham Park-
way community, through her 
work with the PPNA and her 
own individual community 
service throughout her life. 

The event where the honor 
took place was at the annual 
JCC Leadership breakfast 
Sunday, April 10. There is no 
doubt the award was very well 
deserved and the PPNA and 
the entire Pelham Parkway 
look forward to her continu-
ing community service.

The Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association 
held its monthly meeting on 
Tuesday, April 12 at Bronx 
House. The meeting was very 
well attended with approxi-
mately 50 people in atten-
dance. Our featured speaker 
was Anthony Bromell, Bronx 
Park manager from NYC De-
partment of Parks and Recre-
ation. Bromell had recently 

been promoted from Bronx 
Parks manager but still at-
tended the meeting as man-
ager in order to discuss with 
us some important develop-
ments that are taking place in 
our community.

The big development is the 
massive reconstruction and 
rehabilitation project cur-
rently being undertaking on 
the Parkway and in Bronx 
Park. I’m sure many people 
have noticed the trucks, scaf-
folding and people working 
around the neighborhood. 
The rehabilitation will focus 
on replanting new lawns and 
foliage, improving paths, pe-
destrian walks, sidewalks and 
curbs. The project will also in-
clude removing and replacing 
some benches and ripping up 
and replacing asphalt. There 
will also be improved lighting 
and a new underground irriga-
tion system, as well as a drink-
ing fountain. Phase 1, of this 
reconstruction, is scheduled 
to be completed in May 2017. 
Phase 1 is from White Plains 
Road to Wallace Avenue. 

The other big project will 
be something the PPNA, 
through our members Andrea 
Siegel and Jacqueline Lut-
nick, fought for and that will 
be a new dog park in Bronx 
Park. The park will be behind 
the current shack (which will 

be removed) between Bos-
ton Road and Pelham Park-
way South. The park will ac-
commodate both big dogs and 
small dogs with both being 
kept separate from each other.   

Many attendees were out-
spoken and not happy re-
garding the lack of commu-
nication between the Parks 
Department and the commu-
nity regarding what the fi nal 
outcome of the project will 
look like. Particularly many 
people were unhappy about 
the loss of benches and game 
tables. The Pelham Parkway 
community is made up of a 
diverse range of people, from 
different ethnicities to differ-
ent age groups. And many felt 
that the loss of any benches 
was detrimental to our senior 
citizen community. As far as 
lack of communication, many 
of the decisions were voted on 
by our community board and 
took place in meetings that 
were open to the general pub-
lic, however many people who 
attended these meetings feel 
that the fi nal plans were dif-

ferent than what was shown at 
these meetings.

Anthony took a wide array 
of questions on various top-
ics from the audience. Most 
stemmed from the lack of en-
forcement on laws within the 
Parks Department jurisdic-
tion. Bromell informed us of 
the lack of park enforcement 
offi cers in the borough. He 
stated that there are only 25 
offi cers for the entire borough 
to handle all the offenses such 
as barbequing, littering, etc. 
The PPNA feels that since the 
Bronx is considered the Bor-
ough of Parks this is disturb-
ing. One of the advantages of 
living in the Bronx is the en-
joyment of our parks, and the 
PPNA feels the community 
needs to look more into provid-
ing parks with the resources 
to protect our parks, not parks 
in other boroughs.  

A few community announce-
ments were made by our local 
political representatives who 
were focusing on the unsightly 
graffi ti in our neighborhood. If 
you spot any graffi ti please con-
tact our elected offi cial’s offi ces 
at (718)931-1721 for our Council-
man James Vacca offi ce or Sen-
ator Jeff Klein’s offi ce at (718) 
822-2049. For anyone in Coun-
cilman Ritchie Torres district 
his contact phone number is 
(718) 842-8100.

We are having a very spe-
cial guest from the MTA at 
our next community meeting 
on Tuesday, May 10 at Bronx 
House. We know there are 
many issues with how our 
buses and trains run, partic-
ularly during rush hour, so 
please plan to attend with any 
questions you may have.

In addition to our MTA 
guest the PPNA is getting 
ready for executive board elec-
tions in June, in order to run 
you must be nominated in 
May’s meeting by a member in 
good standing and you your-
self must also be a member in 
good standing. 

A member in good stand-
ing is someone who has at-
tended at least four meet-
ings from September to April 
(this is recorded by the sign-
ing of sign in sheets) and has 
paid their membership dues. 
This is a great opportunity to 
get involved in your commu-
nity by joining our executive 
board. All positions will be up 
for election including chair-
person, co-chairperson, trea-
surer, recording secretary 
and sergeant-at-arms. 

The Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association 
works around the clock and 
year round and is committed 
to improving the quality of life 
in Pelham Parkway.
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Cod Fritters with lemon and cured olives

Celebrating both “The 
Anne Hutchinson Year 2016: A 
Tribute to Bill Twomey” and 
National Women’s History 
Month, a program was held 
at the City Island Library on 
Saturday, March 19, hosted by 
newly-appointed library man-
ager Tiffany McCrae and led 
by local women’s history advo-
cate, Toby Liederman. 

This educational event 
gave residents and guests the 
chance to share their personal 

stories about themselves or 
important female fi gures in 
their lives. In addition, the pro-
gram included a fi lm on Anne 
Hutchinson, based on Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy’s “Pro-
fi les in Courage”. Hutchinson 
was a crucial fi gure who chal-
lenged early perceptions of 
women’s role in early Ameri-
can society, and is a historic 
foremother of women’s rights, 
free speech and separation of 
church and state. She lived 

her fi nal year right here in 
what is now The Bronx and 
Eastchester.

Back in 2010, fi rst presi-
dent and co-founder of the 
East Bronx History Forum 
Bill Twomey encouraged a 
group of women  interested 
in Hutchinson to host ongo-
ing events to honor her im-
portance to American history 
and in particular to our local 
Bronx-Eastchester history. 
This year, her 425th anniver-

sary, we honor his memory 
and continue to honor her as 
well.

On Earth Day, Friday, 
April 22,  at the Anne Hutchin-
son Roxbury Russet Appletree, 
on the grounds of Bartow-Pell 
Mansion Museum on Shore 
Road, planted by Pelham Bay 
Park in 2011, her 420th birth-
day anniversary year. Call 
Liederman at (718)885-3423 for 
all events.

On Saturday, June 25, from 

10 a.m. to noon, a walking tour 
of areas where she may have 
lived, led by Bronx historian 
and forum secretary Tom 
Casey. Check the East Bronx 
History Forum webpage at 
BronxNYC.com, or Facebook.

On Wednesday, July 20, at 
1 p.m., at St. Paul’s National 
Historic Landmark, 897 S. Co-
lumbus Avenue, Mt. Vernon, 
celebration of her 425th birth-
day, led by site manager and 
historian David Osborn. 

The Anne Hutchinson Year 2016 - A Tribute to Bill Twomey

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
On Friday, April 5, I spent 

the morning at the garden at 
Preston.  Elizabeth, the art 
teacher that runs the garden 
club, had purchased four bags 
of compost and the girls were 
ready to spread the bags for 
us after lunch.  I spent a few 
hours weeding, which was not 
a very onerous task as Eliza-
beth and I had done a pretty 
good job of keeping the weeds 
at bay last year.  The cover of 
leaves that the girls spread on 
the beds before winter did a 
decent job of weed blocking as 
well.  I never mind attacking a 
bed to weed; it is to me a very 
satisfying Zen-like or medita-
tive task.  

While I was cleaning up 
the beds, I found a lot of cilan-
tro that had seeded over the 
winter.  I trimmed off a good 
amount of it, enough to fi ll a 
quart sized storage bag, leav-
ing plenty more to be picked 
again.  I immediately though 
about the two pound package 
of wild caught salted cod that I 
had found at Costco a few days 
before.  At $13.59 it was priced 
consistently with the Goya 
brand, which is most com-
monly found in local grocery 
stores.  However, knowing 
that it was wild caught as op-
posed to either farmed or not 
knowing is something that ap-
peals to me. I don’t remember 
the provenance and threw out 
the packaging, but I know that 
it was not from China.  

Making cod fritters is a bit 
labor intensive, however, it is 
a forgiving process. For exam-
ple, the cilantro was cleaned 
and rinsed in a small salad 
spinner and sat in the back 
of my fridge for a week before 
I got to it. I started soaking 
the cod in water on Thursday 
with the intention of making 
the fritters on Friday after-
noon. I started on Friday af-
ternoon and I did manage to 
boil the potatoes and cooked 
the fi sh in milk, but didn’t get 
around to actually making 
them until Sunday afternoon. 
In other words, don’t be afraid 
of giving this recipe a try, ei-
ther by breaking the tasks up 
or spending a few hours and 
doing it all at once.  

Salt cod is a part of the 
diet in many cultures and yet 
many people are afraid to uti-
lize it.  I myself never touched 
it until 2007, when I started 
playing around with this rec-
ipe. Since then, I make fritters 
for either our annual cousins 
Christmas party or for Christ-
mas Eve dinner. I don’t usu-
ally make it this time of year, 
but after harvesting all of that 
reseeded cilantro it seemed 
appropriate.  

1 pound of salt cod
2 Idaho potatoes
2 cups milk
3 cloves garlic, whole
2 bay leaves
At least 1 cup of fi nely 

chopped cilantro, parsley and 
mint

2 large eggs
2 cloves garlic, fi nely 

minced
Starting a day or two 

ahead, soak the salt cod in a 
large glass baking dish with 
an inch of water. Every eight 
hours, drain the water, turn 
the fi sh, refi ll and refrigerate 
for another eight hours. When 
you are ready to cook the cod, 
drain it and place it in a sauce-
pan. Add 2 cups of whole milk 
and then add water to cover 
the fi sh by one inch. Add three 
garlic cloves and bay leaf. 
Bring to a boil and simmer 
over medium low heat for 20 
minutes. Remove from heat 
and set aside.  

While the cod is cooking, 
boil potatoes in a pot with wa-
ter to cover until tender, about 
25 minutes.  Set those aside as 
well.  Once the cod is cooled 
down enough to handle, fl ake 
the fi sh into a large bowl, dis-
carding the garlic cloves, bay 
leaves and any bits of skin and 
bone.  Peel and mash the pota-
toes and add to the fl aked cod.  
Add the herbs, minced garlic 
and two eggs.  Mix until com-
bined, do not over mix or the 
fritters are gummy.  You want 
a rough, rustic texture.   Using 

an ice cream scoop, scoop the 
mixture into the palm of your 
hand to form a loose ball and 
then fl atten slightly to a patty 
about 1” thick.  Drop into a 
bowl fi lled with fi ne corn-
meal and toss to coat.  Using a 
wooden cutting board with a 
sprinkling of cornmeal on the 
surface form the patties and 
set aside. 

Once the patties are 
formed, take a large heavy 
bottom frying pan and pour 
out ½” of vegetable oil. Us-
ing a cooking thermometer, 
heat the oil to 325 degrees and 
start adding the patties. Keep-
ing the heat at a medium high 
temperature, make sure that 
the oil does not burn but does 
not cool down too much, fry 
the patties for 5 minutes each 
side. Remove patties with a 
slotted spoon to a rack to cool. 
Don’t forget to set a plate with 
a paper towel under the rack 
to catch the oil.  Using a cool-

ing rack keeps the fritters 
crispy; draining directly on a 
paper towel can create a soggy 
underside to the fritter.  

Serve with cured black ol-
ives and lemon wedges. My 
husband loves these with a 
dash of my homemade haba-
nero hot sauce. I love to mix 
a wedge of preserved lemon 
with olive oil mayonnaise and 
have a dollop of this mixture 
on each patty.  You can easily 
serve a patty on a bed of let-
tuce with a lemony mustard 
vinaigrette for a light lunch. 
Once they are cooled, you can 
freeze them and heat them in 
the oven. They are also great 
heated up from the fridge too. 
One pound of dried cod will 
make about 14 patties. I dou-
bled the recipe to accommo-
date the two pound fi let I got 
at Costco and ended up with 27 
patties.  

Give it a try and get your 
cook on in 2016.

BT TONY SALIMBENE
First of all, a big thanks 

again to all who participated 
in our Annual Support the 
Troops Bingo and to Sam 
Young Post 620 for hosting.

Here are the dates of up-
coming important activities, 
I’ll repeat them in subse-
quent issues: 

April 1 to June 11 -  Writ-
ers Workshop with Jeremy 
Warnake, Saturdays at the 
Morris Park Library; May 
4 at 7:30 p.m. is the Bronx 

County American Legion 
meeting at Hawkins Post 
156,  550 City Island Avenue; 
may 7 there will be a fair 
at I.S. 192; May 9 at 9 a.m. 
it’s the borough president’s 
Veterans Breakfast at Mae-
stro’s, Bronxdale Avenue; 
May 11 is Vietnam Vets Rec-
ognition at the Bronx VA, 
3rd f loor at 11 a.m.; May 
15 is the Annual Blessing 
of the Colors, fall in at 9 
a.m., breakfast invite from 
Knights of Colombus di-

rectly after Mass;
May 15 is our 3rd Sunday 

meeting at 11 a.m. at ATNY;  
May 21 to May 28 the GI Film 
Festival in Washington, DC.  

Contact Gene Defrancis 
if you are interested; May 29 

we have Memorial Day Ser-
vices at the Edgewater Park 
Memorial Circle. 

Form up at their volun-
teer fi rehouse at 11 a.m.; then 
it’s off to our friends at Co-
Op City for services at their 
memorial, 1p.m.; May 30 Me-
morial Day, we meet fi rst at 
10:30 a.m. at Bicentennial 
Veterans Memorial Park, 
then over to TN Memorial 
Post 1456.

Some of us will assist at 
Peace Plaza at 11 a.m. and 

Van Nest Monument at noon. 
Then it’s on to City Island for 
their annual parade which 
kicks off at 2 p.m., refresh-
ments to follow at Post 156.

June 3 at 7:30 p.m. we have 
the annual Bronx County 
Convention and Election at 
Sam Young Post 620.

Until next time: We hope 
you will join us and remem-
ber those who gave the ulti-
mate sacrifi ce and loved ones 
who returned but have since 
passed.
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BY MARK SAPLICKI
AND VINCENT PREZIOSO

On behalf of the commu-
nity we extend a warm wel-
come to our friend and dis-
trict manager of Community 
Board 11, Jeremy Warneke, 
as the guest speaker at our 
upcoming meeting. Warneke 
fi rst came to New York in 
2004 to be with his Albanian-
born wife, Ilma, after hav-
ing spent 14 months in Iraq 
as a military police special-
ist with the Illinois Army 
National Guard.For his ser-
vice in Iraq, he received the 
Army Commendation Medal.  
Prior to this, Jeremy served 
as a guardsman at O’Hare In-
ternational Airport follow-
ing the attacks on the World 
Trade Center on September 
11, 2001.

Transferring from the 
University of Illinois in 
Urbana, he completed his 
undergraduate degree in 
December 2006 at Sarah 
Lawrence College in Bronx-
ville with a 3.61 GPA. In 2007, 
he pursued a passion for pol-
itics by joining the Hillary 
Clinton for President Cam-
paign. Senator Clinton’s of-
fi ce helped Jeremy obtain 
the GI Bill upon transferring 
to New York. Clinton also 
helped supply units such as 
Jeremy’s with much-needed 
armor while serving in Iraq.  

After the campaign, hav-
ing a taste of casework with 
the Clintons, Jeremy wanted 
to work for an in-offi ce legis-
lator. Not knowing the coun-
cilman or anyone associated 
with the councilman’s offi ce, 
Jeremy applied for a posi-
tion with Councilman James 
Vacca, whom he began work-
ing for full-time in 2008 as 
a front-desk receptionist/
caseworker. Jeremy moved 
to Pelham Parkway around 
this time. As quoted in the 
Daily News, he likes it here 
too. Jeremy fi rst earned the 
title of district manager as 
a result of his tireless work 
ethic and passion for helping 
others.

In January 2011, as a re-
sult of his work for the com-
munity, Jeremy was selected 
to run the CB 11 offi ce as its 
district manager.

In his spare time, Jer-
emy likes to read, write, ex-
ercise and eat healthy. He’s 
a participant in the NYU Af-
ghanistan and Iraq Veterans 
Writing Workshop, which he 
discovered via a Northeast 
Bronx Association email. 

Jeremy’s also a lung can-
cer awareness advocate. 
In 2009, he started a sup-
port group campaign for his 

nonsmoking, lung cancer-
stricken cousin, Teresita 
Warneke. The group was suc-
cessful in getting Teresita’s 
name up on the Wrigley Field 
marquee in Chicago, among 
many other endeavors.

We look forward to hav-
ing him as our guest speaker 
this month, and we invite 
you to join us in welcoming 
him.

Next Meeting

Next meeting: Monday, 
April 25, 7:30 p.m., Kings 
Harbor MultiCare Center, 
E. Gun Hill Road at Stillwell 
Avenue – use main entrance.

Guest speaker: Jeremy 
Warneke, district Manager, 
CB 11

Representatives from the 
49th Precinct; Senator Jeff 
Klein; Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj; and Councilman 
James Vacca will be present.

 From Da Prez…

by Vincent Prezioso
Bravo NYPD

First, we were glad to re-
ceive the news that the 49th 
Precinct will receive 12 new 
offi cers this month. This fol-
lows six new offi cers assigned 
in December 2015.  We stand 
with Councilman Vacca and 
49th Precinct Council presi-
dent Joe Thompson in hail-
ing the additional offi cers, 
but we also would like to 
see more of those offi cers on 
regular daily patrol duty on 
our streets. By the way, you 
can assist the 49th Precinct 
in crime prevention by join-
ing the Northeast Bronx Ci-
vilian Patrol. Attend our up-
coming meeting or contact 
us for more information.

Next we congratulate Cap-
tain Keith Walton and his 
Crime Prevention offi cers for 
their recent Community Out-
reach Initiatives at three dif-
ferent locations around the 
precinct. Police offi cers Kelly 
and Mederos were available 
to the public to answer ques-
tions, receive complaints and 
hand out information related 
to crime prevention.  Captain 
Walton believes in commu-
nity involvement with polic-
ing and reaching out with 
this initiative is one of the 
ways he shows it.

Dyre Ave #5 Train

Good news for riders…
we have received word that 
there will be an upgrading of 
the stations in the Bronx, in-
cluding handicap access.  No 
details at this time, so stay 
tuned.

Also, I will have continu-
ing updates on three impor-
tant issues facing our com-
munity: 1) Pelham Parkway 
North - the reconstruction 
project has hit yet another 

snag; 2) Gun Hill Square 
Project -  on the MTA prop-
erty which was formerly 
the Golf Center across from 
Home Depot; 3) White Plains 
Road between Morris Park 
Avenue and East Tremont 
Avenue -  Vision Zero regu-
lations have created a traffi c 
nightmare, especially with 
Con Edison vehicles.

Free Writing Workshop

For veterans as well as 
the general public, this is a 
two-hour weekly workshop 
(ten sessions) on Saturdays 
from April 2 through June 
11, noon to 2 p.m. at the Mor-
ris Park Library, 985 Morris 
Park Avenue.  No prior writ-
ing experience required.  
The topic is ‘The Craft of War 
Writing’ and the instructor 
is Jeremy Warneke (yes, our 
CB 11 DM).  For more infor-
mation and registration visit 
www.VoicesFromWar.org or 
call the Morris Park Library 
(718) 931-0636.

This program is offered 
in collaboration with Voices 
From War with support from 
the Morris Park NYPL and 
the Bronx Council on the 
Arts.

Free Graffi ti Removal

We all know that graf-
fi ti is the fi rst sign of blight 
in any community, which is 
why we all need to be vigi-
lant in having it removed as 
quickly as possible. NYC of-
fers free graffi ti removal for 
residential, commercial and 
industrial properties. Just 
call 311 or visit www.nycedc.
com/graffi ti. Remember that 
if graffi ti goes unchecked 
it sends a message to crimi-
nals that the residents don’t 
care about their neighbor-
hood. P.S.: Joining our civil-
ian patrol is one other thing 
you could do to help deter 
graffi ti.

Home Energy 

Assessments

Courtesy of Dan Miner, 
Green NY, Sustainable South 
Bronx

I’d like to introduce your 
members to a program from 
New York State Energy Re-
search and Development 
Agency that offers free home 
energy assessments to own-
ers of 1- to 4-family homes, 
and discounts on recom-
mended home upgrade proj-
ects. The upgrades help ho-
meowners save money and 
energy while making their 

homes more comfortable - im-
proving indoor air quality, 
reducing mold and mildew, 
and dealing with rooms that 
are too hot in summer and 
cold in winter - while reduc-
ing energy costs and carbon 
emissions. More information 
about the program can be ob-
tained by contacting Dan 
Miner dminer@ssbx.org or 
(646) 450-5433.

Thank you again Dan 
Miner for your presentation 
at our February meeting. 

Fun, Food And

 Motorcycle Safety

Sponsored by Empire Har-
ley Davidson and the Jacobi 
Trauma Service

Saturday, April 30, noon - 
4 p.m.

Empire Harley Davidson; 
8 Industrial Lane, New Ro-
chelle

Activities include: Jacobi 
Trauma Service Injury Pre-
vention Program and Emer-
gency Medicine; Empire State 
Motorcycle Safety Education 
Program; Biker Down - Tips 
For Riders On The Scene; 
Safe Riding Techniques and 
demonstrations by the New 
Rochelle Police Department 
Motorcycle Unit; Safety Gear 
Demo; BBQ and music; raf-
fl es and giveaways.

ATV And 

Motorcycle Awareness

Courtesy NYPD Commu-
nity Affairs

The NYPD is working 
hard to stop the dangerous 
conditions created from the 
illegal use of ATVs/motor-
bikes throughout the city. As 
the weather gets warmer, we 
acknowledge the desire to get 
outside and enjoy New York 
city but street and road condi-
tions must be kept safe by fol-
lowing the law. We need your 
help to thwart the hazardous 
conditions created by illegally 
owned or operated ATVs and 
motorbikes.  If you observe 
groups of motorcycles/dirt 
bikes/ATVs on public streets 
driving recklessly, please call 
911 and report the dangerous 
condition.  If you have infor-
mation on storage facilities 
where dirt bikes/ATVs are 
stored, report it to 311.
Is the IRS Really Calling?

Courtesy Fraud Watch 
Network, AARP

With Tax Day upon us, 
IRS imposter scams are in 
full force, robbing taxpay-
ers of millions of their hard-
earned dollars. Watch our 
video here and read on to 
learn how this scam works 
and how you can avoid get-
ting taken by it.

How it Works:
You get a call from some-

one claiming to be an IRS 

employee. The caller claims 
you owe a specifi c amount 
in taxes, and may threaten 
to arrest you if you don’t pay 
immediately. The call seems 
legitimate because the caller 
ID looks like it’s from the 
IRS and the caller may even 
know part of your Social Se-
curity number.

What You Should Know:
The IRS will never call 

and demand immediate pay-
ment without fi rst sending a 
notice through the mail. The 
IRS will never ask for credit 
or debit cards over the phone, 
and will never threaten you 
with arrest for nonpayment.

What You Should Do:
• Don’t press 1 to speak to 

the operator - this puts you 
at risk for receiving more 
calls.

• If a call like this makes 
you concerned that you may 
owe taxes, call the IRS di-
rectly at 800-829-1040.

• Call AARP’s helpline for 
advice at 877-908-3360.

 CB11 Health Fair
Community Board 11 in-

vites you to its First Annual 
Health Fair, on Saturday 
May 14, from Noon to 4PM 
at Comras Mall at Pelham 
Parkway South & Bronx Park 
East.  There will be nutrition 
and fi tness information; par-
ticipation by Healthcare Fa-
cilities and Providers; Free 
Demos and Giveaways.  For 
more information, and ven-
dor participation contact 
CB11 at 718-892-6262.

 Bronx Veterans’ 
Resource Guide

Courtesy of Bronx Bor-
ough President’s Offi ce

Bronx Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr. and the Bronx 
Veteran Advisory Coun-
cil hosted a special meeting 
launching the “Bronx Vet-
eran & Military Resource 
Guide” to educate & up-
date community boards and 
elected offi cials on veterans’ 
resources available in the 
borough and across the city.

The “Bronx Veteran & 
Military Resource Guide” is 
the fi rst of its kind and is be-
ing published by The Bronx 
Borough President’s offi ce.

“Our veterans have given 
so much for the safety and 
security of this nation, and 
my offi ce is proud to sup-
port them,” said Bronx Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr. “It is my hope that this 
guide will serve as a key re-
source for both veterans and 
service providers across the 
borough, and I encourage 
our servicemen and service-
women to take advantage of 
the ‘Bronx Veteran & Mili-
tary Resource Guide.’”
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Did You Know?
That property owners and 
their insurance companies 
are responsible if you are 
injured by a dangerous
condition.

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
estar certificado se ofrece diario.
• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
• Electrocardiosram y filebotomia
• Auxiliar de Enfermeria
• �Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
• Assistimos en buscar trabajo

Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
Every course you need to be
certified is offered daily
• Home Health Aid
• EKG & Phlebotomy
•� CNA Course
•� Day and Evening Courses
• Experienced instructors
• Job assistance provided

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54
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“It was a good win. There were a lot of times 
when it didn’t seem like it was going to happen 
but they put their foot down and got it done..”
TOM MORRIS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .84

PIPE
DREAMS

By Sean Connolly

BY TREY RODRIGUEZ
St. Raymond didn’t manage 

a hit against Archbishop Mol-
loy starter Anthony Romero for 
nearly seven innings, but that 
didn’t stop coach Marc DeLuca 
from believing something small 
could start something big. 

Two outs away from defeat, 
St. Raymond’s rallied for seven 
runs in the top of the seventh 
for an unlikely 8-2 comeback 
victory over Molloy in CHSAA 
baseball on April 15 in Briar-
wood.  

“All we needed was just one 
guy to get on to get the tying run 
on, and we did that,” DeLuca 
said. “That’s what started the 
rally, a walk. We hit at the right 
time. That shows the character 
of the team; until the game is 
over, we’ve still got work to do.”

With one out in the sev-
enth, trailing by a run, a pair 
of errors on some more routine 
groundballs allowed Keury 
Abreu, who walked, to knot 
the score at 2-2 after the third 
baseman threw home high on a 
fi elder’s choice.

After Romero exited the 
game, Samuel Delacruz fi nally 
got St. Ray’s fi rst hit, the go-
ahead single. Josh Colon fol-
lowed two-batters later with a 
two-run triple and scored on a 
single by John Rodriguez. Je-
mal Betances capped the scor-
ing with a two-run home run 
to dead to put the game out of 
reach.

On just four hits, St. Ray’s 
scored seven runs in the fi -
nal inning. Once they fi nally 
broke through, they broke it 

open.
Romero gave up just two 

earned runs and struck out 
nine batters. He got his sup-
port from his teammates in 
the fourth on RBI singles by 
Billy Hatzinikolaou and Dan-
iel Hoff for a 2-0 lead. St. Ray’s 
starter Jeancarlos Bonilla 
matched zeros with Romero 
from that point on. He struck 
out fi ve batters and allowed 
just six hits to eventually pick 
up the win.

“It’s a great team win, we 
kept battling, and the defense 
got better throughout the 
game, and our hitting came 
along,” Bonilla said. “I just 
wanted to give my team the 
best chance to win.” 

A pair of errors, one by 
Hatzinikolaou on a missed 

catch at fi rst, with two outs in 
the fi fth allowed St. Ray’s to get 
within a run, but the no-hitter 
was still preserved, as Romero 
retired the next four batters to 
keep the lead as well. 

It didn’t last. 
“Unfortunately we’re going 

to have to be able to fi eld the 
ball. [Romero] can’t strike out 
21 guys,” Molloy coach Brad 
Lyons said. “Right now we’re 
terrible.”

Molloy tried to get the run 
back in the sixth following 
a walk, a stolen base, and a 
bunt, but Rony Guiterrez kept 
the game within a run by gun-
ning the runner down at the 
plate with a superb throw from 
right. Even with the errors, 
Romero held St. Ray’s hitless 
until the last inning.

St. Raymond’s Jemal Betances slide into home after hitting an inside the park home run.  (Insert) Keury Abreu claps for his teammate after St. Ray-
mond takes the lead in the seventh against Molloy.  (Bottom insert) Jeancarlos Bonilla turned in another strong performance against Molloy for St. 
Raymonds. Photo by Gina Palermo

RAVENS RALLY PAST 
MOLLOY IN SEVENTHMaybe it me but, number 13 

is a lucky number. Some think 
that is bad luck. It all depends 
on who get the good deal and 
who gets the bad part of the 
deal. Number 13 was lucky for 
Kobe Bryant. He was drafted 
by the Charlotte Hornets out of 
Lower Merion High School in 
Philadelphia. Then, in a draft 
day trade they dealt him to 
the Los Angeles Lakers in ex-
change for Vlade Divac. Luck 
really had nothing to do with 
it. Kobe knew what he was 
doing. He wanted to play for 
the Lakers. The Nets wanted 
him, but Bryant wanted noth-
ing to do with them. He said 
he would play in Italy. What 
other Famous HOF did the 
Nets miss out on?

Couple of weeks ago I 
wrote about the importance of 
the Atlas Cops and Kids Pro-
gram with Teddy Atlas and 
Pat Russo. One of their prized 
students just won a title. Con-
gratulation to “Sir” Marcus 
Browne 18-0 with 13KO’s. He 
won the vacant WBC (USNC) 
light heavyweight belt. He 
defeated the talented native 
of Bosnia-Herzegovina Ra-
divoje Kalajdzic 21-1 14 KO’s. 
The bout was scheduled to 
go ten rounds but do to NBC 
time from the moved it to an 
8 round fi ght. Browne won a 
split decision winning on two 
of the three cards (76-74 and 
76-75, losing the other 76-74). It 
was the fi rst time Browne has 
heard the jeers coming from 
his hometown and it was also 
his fi rst split decision. Marcus 
is now rank 4th in the U.S. and 
18th on the world. I have been 
watching “Sir” Browne since 
he started boxing in the Ju-
nior Olympics for the former 
NYC PAL Boxing Program 
out of Park Hill Houses Gym.  
If you ask why the former? 
It is because the Police Ath-
letic League dropped its Fa-
mous Boxing Program. They 
put kids on the streets and 
crushed dreams. They had 
a rich history of saving kids 
and turning them into Cham-
pions. Pat Russo and Teddy 
Atlas kept the gym open to 

Continued on Page 85



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 22-28, 201684    BTR

BY TREY RODRIGUEZ
Inconsistency in control 

took away from the aesthetics 
of Jose Vasquez’s performance 
– not its effectiveness. The se-
nior worked around the occa-
sional walk to toss fi ve, one-hit 
innings for James Monroe.

The senior led the Eagles to 
the seventh win in their cur-
rently perfect young league 
season as they defeated Man-
hattan Center 8-0 in PSAL 
AAA Northern Division base-
ball at Field of Dreams April 
15.

Vasquez could not be 
touched. He controlled the 
game in every sense with his 
ferocious fastball; the problem 
was his control. When he did 
get it over the plate, he fanned 
nine swing and froze two for 11 
strikeouts. However, he occa-
sionally struggled to keep the 
ball down, walking fi ve bat-
ters as well, the only reason 
the Rams ever had a chance to 
score with him on the mound.

“This is the fi rst time that 
he didn’t have great control,” 
said Eagles coach Michael 

Turo. “He usually keeps it low 
and then climbs the ladder, 
but today he was starting high 
and coming down. He bounced 
back and threw some strikes 
when we needed it. I give him 
credit because he hung in 
there.””

Despite the inconsis-
tency in control, which Turo 
even saw before the game as 
Vasquez warmed up, the se-
nior still dominated. Vasquez, 
who didn’t notice the one-hit-
ter until after he was pulled, 
would allow just one hit, to op-
posing pitcher Albert Rodri-
guez.

“My arm always felt great,” 
Vasquez said. “I was just 
squeezing the baseball too 
hard because I was getting a 
bit anxious. That’s why I kept 
walking hitters.”

A perfect frame in the sec-
ond inning, striking out the 
side, looked like he was fi nd-
ing his groove. However, the 
third inning would be the 
second time he walked two 
batters. Due to the walks and 
the fact that hitters couldn’t 

put the ball in play when it 
was over the plate, Vasquez’s 
pitch count increased fairly 
quickly.

“I just try to make him 
laugh,” said senior Jeremia 
Bueno, Monroe’s catcher. 
“That way he will relax and 
he won’t think about the pitch 
count or anyone on base. He 
believes in his pitches and 
that his teammates have his 
back.”

The Eagles offense ignited 
in the top half of the fourth, 
putting up a fi ve-run rally 
with two outs as the entire 
batting order came up to the 
plate. Leadoff hitter Jason 
Ramos went 4-for-5 with two 
runs scored, and the rest fol-
lowed suit. Miguelange Tor-
ibio would push in two runs 
with a two-out double to start 
the rally.

The Eagles streaky hit-
ting, combined with their 
solid pitching, has been the 
key to their perfect start to the 
league season. The Monroe 
pitching staff has yet to allow 
more than two runs in a game 

and the offense doesn’t seem 
capable of staying under fi ve 
runs—a deadly combination.

 “This is the type of team 

that when one guy hits,” Turo 
said. “it gets contagious and 
they all get confi dent and they 
all want to bat.”

Gritty Vasquez pitches Monroe 
past Manhattan Center

Jose Vasquez delivers a pitch for James Monroe against Manhattan Center.
 Photo by Robert Cole

BY TREY RODRIGUEZ
Bronx Science coach Tom Morris 

got what he asked for. 
“We needed someone to have a war-

rior-like performance today,” he said.
That’s what he received from ace 

Ava Cutler.
The junior allowed just fi ve hits 

over nine innings in the second of a 
back-to-back against Lehman. The 
Wolverines held off the host Lions 6-4, 
despite Lehman threatening their lead 
on multiple occasions, in PSAL Bronx 
A softball on April 14.

Bronx Science (5-1) was coming 
off a 13-8 victory over Lehman (3-3) 
the previous day. However, that was 
a much different outing, one in which 
the Wolverines exploded for seven fi rst 
inning runs.

“It was defi nitely tougher [today],” 
Morris said. “If we had an off day, 
we could’ve prepared for this type of 
pitching. I give them credit. They play 
to their strengths. [Lehman coach An-
thony Schmerler] wants teams to pop 
it up and hit to their outfi elders and 
that’s what we did.”

Their second meeting was less about 
offense and much more about pitching. 
Cutler would get into a groove in the 
second inning, striking out the side 
after a lead off walk. She fi nished the 
game with seven strikeouts and only 
allowed two earned runs in nine in-

nings pitched for the division leading 
Wolverines. 

“It really wasn’t going the way I was 
expecting it to go,” Cutler said, “Then 
I got a feel for the game, got a feel for 
the ump and got a feel for the batters. 
We really just stuck together as a team 
and got through it.”

Anna Leidner, who pitched the 
prior game, came up big once again. 
The sophomore shortstop hit an inside 
the park homer in the fi fth with a full 

count and would later delivered a sac-
rifi ce fl y in the top of ninth to help se-
cure the win. She went 2-for-4 with two 
RBI and two runs scored.

“I wanted to get a lot more aggres-
sive on the fi eld and at the plate,” 
Leidner said. 

The second-place Lions received 
big contributions from seniors Ash-
ley Goldman and Angel Quiones in the 
fi fth and sixth innings, helping erase 
a 3-0 defi cit. The young players then 

stepped up, as sophomore Nirvana 
Blake and junior Lauren Rodriguez 
both batted in a run to tie the score at 
3-3 in the top of the sixth.

Lehman continued to battle in the 
seventh, forcing Morris to visit Cutler 
in the circle. Morris calmed her down 
by remind her that she had already 
gotten all of upcoming hitters out al-
ready and she could do it again. Cutler 
also remember that her 6-foot frame 
can leave batters intimidated in her 
opinion 

“I like that it makes me stand out,” 
said Cutler of her height in the circle. 
“I do think sometimes [batters] get up 
there and they’re feeling a little an-
tsier and agitated over it.”

The Wolverines played the second 
game without senior Alexa Magsuci, 
who had three hits and three RBI in 
the fi rst meeting. Thus contributions 
from Leidner, junior Helen Black and 
sophomore Alexa Asch were vital late 
in the game.

The Wolverines scored two runs in 
the top half of the inning. Cutler would 
then go on to throw a perfect frame in 
the bottom half to fi nally quell the Li-
ons. 

“It was a good win,” Morris said. 
“There were a lot of times when it 
didn’t seem like it was going to hap-
pen but they put the foot down and got 
it done.”

Cut above: Cutler, Science hold off Lehman in extra innings

Bronx Science junior Ava Cutler allowed fi ve hits and struck out nine in a win over Lehman 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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help the kids stay out of trou-
ble and in school. It also gave 
Browne the opportunity to 
train there where he was able 
to represent the United States 
Olympic Boxing Team in 2012. 
They also kept the dream 
alive that a kid from the street 
can become a world Cham-
pion. Congratulation Patty 
and Teddy. 

Watching the Rangers 
play their fi rst game against 
the Penguins, I was getting 
my shaving cream and razor 
ready to shave off my play-
off beard. What game were 
the refs watching causing the 
Rangers to loose Henrik Lun-
dqvist after the fi rst period 
due to an injury? They lost 
5-2. Need to bring the enforcer 
back to the game. Where is 
Nick Fotiu and Tie Domi when 
you need them? They would 
have never let their goalies 
get a stick in the face. Come 
on Blue shirts protect your 
stars. 

 The Brooklyn Islanders 
made their fi rst game at the 
Barclays a memorable one. 
In game three they had fallen 
down by two goals in the sec-

ond period. Then the Panthers 
scored their third. That could 
have been the fi nal nail in the 
coffi n. Coach Jack Capuano 
challenged the goal. After re-
viewing the goal it was de-
clined due to the Panthers 
being offside. Then the fun 
began. With three minutes of 
regulation time the Islanders 
tied the game and forced over-
time. History was made at the 
Center when Thomas Hickey 
scored the game-winning 
goal 12:31 into overtime as 
the Isles rallied from 2-0 and 
3-1 defi cits to defeat the Flor-
ida Panthers 4-3 before a sell-
out crowd of 15,795 at Barclays 
Center. The Islanders defense 
has done a wonderful job stop-
ping the great Jaromir Jagr 
without a point for the third 
straight game; Jagr has 16 
assists, but no goals, in his 
last 33 playoff games. They 
need to stop Reilly Smith he 
had scored all three Panther 
goals; he now has eight points 
(4-4-8) on Florida’s ten goals in 
the series.

A-Rod might be done. He 
is only a few homeruns away 
from Yankee Legend Babe 
Ruth. His recent slump has 

not helped him. A-Rod went 
from hitting third to hitting 
sixth. Next move is the bench. 
Then the door. There are only 
two other players over 40 still 
playing in the MLB. Who are 
they? With fan favorite Nick 
Swisher. He is hitting the ball 
good down in triple A.

Terry Collins’ chewed the 
press out last week after be-
ing questioned with some 
moves. He told the reports at 
the press conference he reads 
what they say. Good for you 
Coach. Well Coach if you read 
this, keep doing what you do 
best. Don’t take what they say 
personal. It will be a long sea-
son. I think as soon as they get 
healthy, the Mets will start to 
tear apart the ball. The bull 
needs to settle down. 

This week in Sports his-
tory 1994 Michael Moorer 
beats Evander Holyfi eld in 12 
for heavyweight boxing title. 
The fi rst southpaw heavy-
weight. 1939 Boston Red Sox 
Ted Williams hits his 1st HR. 
1950 Stanley Cup: Detroit Red 
Wings beat NY Rangers, 4 
games to 3. 1956 Heavyweight 
champ, Rocky Marciano, re-
tires undefeated from box-

ing.
 N.Y. Nets announced 

that they hired Kenny Atkin-
son, the Assisant coach of 
the Alanta Hawks. “We are 
thrilled to announce Kenny 
Atkinson as our new head 
coach and to welcome him 
and his family to Brooklyn,” 
Marks said in a statement. 
“Kenny’s years of NBA coach-
ing experience working un-
der successful head coaches 
such as Mike Budenholzer 
and Mike D’Antoni have pro-
vided him with the founda-
tion and experience we were 
looking for in a head coach. 

We believe that Kenny’s core 
principles, leadership, com-
munication skills and excep-
tional background in player 
development make him an 
ideal fi t for the culture we 
are building in Brooklyn.” 
Besides understanding the 
pressure of New York he 
comes from Huntington Long 
Island. 

If there is something that 
you might like to see in up-
coming articles or if you 
might like to make a com-
ment you can do so by e-mail-
ing me at sconnolly103@op-
tonline.net.

WHEN IT COMES TO FINANCIAL STABILITY, DON’T GET LEFT BEHIND.
There are people just like you who are making good fi nancial decisions every day. To learn how 

you can join them, and take control of your fi nancial future, visit feedthepig.org.

   BE THE RICH 
     ECCENTRIC 
 RELATIVE YOU 
WISH YOU HAD.

FEEDTHEPIG.ORG
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A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

Clester, chairman of Forward South 
Bronx Coalition, an local organization 
that primarily focuses on reducing 
substance use and abuse among youth. 
“The south Bronx is trying to come up 
- and a new jail facility is not the an-
swer.”

“We are tired of the city treating 
the south Bronx like an unwanted step 
child,” McClester added. 

“Building jails is a bad idea because 
it does not fi x the problem,” said Dr. 
Ian Amritt, chairman of CB 2. “Hunts 
Point is resurrecting itself from a dark 
past - so why should the community 
support this?”

“While I understand that we need 
to make strides in improving correc-
tions infrastructure, primarily Rikers 

Hunts Point residents says “no” to proposed ‘mini Rikers’
From page 1

Island, the solution is not building a 
new facility in the South Bronx,” said 
Councilman Salamanca. “I’m incred-
ibly concerned that it took a leaked 
document provided to a newspaper for 
this community to learn about a pro-
posal to place a possible jail in Hunts 
Point.”

“The Hunts Point community has 
worked hard to develop this area and 
a ‘secretive’ plan to bring a ‘mini Rik-
ers’ to Hunts Point is simply unaccept-
able,” said Senator Klein. “An exposed 
document is not how this community 
should learn about a proposal that will 
impact their day-to-day lives.”

“This community (of Hunts Point) 
has its own vision for business, hous-
ing and growth, and this proposal puts 
their vision behind bars,” Senator 
Klein added. Klein (left) and Salamanca (right) with protesters. Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce

Complicated future for odd Morris Park vacant parcel
From page 1

ment has apparently shifted. 
Graham Place runs north from 

Morris Park to the southern side of 
Matthews-Muliner Playground.

The Morris Park Community Asso-
ciation has received many complaints 
about the two boarded up properties.

According to a nearby business, 
squatters were found living in one of 
the vacant houses and stealing power 
from a neighboring house of worship. 

“I know that neighbors have been 
complaining about homeless people 
and squatters,” said Tony Singorile, 
MPCA president. “Sometimes they see 
kids smoking ‘funny cigarettes’ (mari-
juana) there at nighttime.”

Signorile said he feels that some-
thing needs to be done at the location. 

Cerini said when she owned the 
property she was forced to deal with 
a nightmare when an earlier owner of 
the lot fenced off the property, leaving 
her a narrow walkway to reach Morris 
Park Avenue. 

She ultimately had to register her 
house with the FDNY as a landlocked 
property, she said, adding that while 

her next-door neighbor was able to 
construct a door onto neighboring Mu-
liner Avenue, she was not able to. She 
fi nally moved from the house in 2002.  

Councilman James Vacca said he is 
objecting to the recent plans fi led for 
841A Morris Park Avenue in their cur-
rent form, adding that he had found 
some errors. 

“I feel that parking is adequate 
according to the (R-5) zoning,” said 
Vacca, adding that he maintains that 
there should be two side yards instead 
of one in the application, and that a 
front-yard is also needed but not in the 
current application.

“I have made some objections to 
DOT, that I hope will cause the plans to 
be reconsidered and possibly redone,” 
said the councilman. 

Hafeez Zahirudin, the manager of 
the neighboring D. Kingsbridge Uphol-
stery at 845 Morris Park Avenue, said 
he reported the squatters who were 
stealing electricity in 2015 from the 
mosque next to the property. 

“We are hoping that the lots can be 
sold as soon as possible and they could 
get someone in there,” he said of the 

vacant houses, added that he does not 
want the area to become blighted, with 
garbage dumping and graffi ti.

Cerini said she believes that if a 

building is constructed at 841A Morris 
Park Avenue, it will make selling the 
landlocked properties at 191 and 193 
Graham Place all but impossible. 

The site at 841A Morris Park Avenue has been vacant for years. 
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Local business manager Hafeez Zahirudin looks at the vacant house that faces Graham 
Place where he said issues arose in 2015 with squatters, causing safety concerns. 
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