
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Nighttime and weekend con-

struction on an overpass that 
transverses the Hutchinson 
River Parkway in Pelham Bay is 
generating traffi c snarls. 

The bridge, which crosses 
over the parkway at Westchester 
Avenue, just west of Middle-
town Road  gets backed up when 
weekend reconstruction forces 
the closure of one to two south-
bound lanes on the parkway and 
cars exit to avoid the highway, 
sources said. 

The highway traffi c that 
mixes with local traffi c on the 
weekends, delaying the cars com-
ing from Waters Place going to-
wards Pelham Bay, Westchester 
Square or Throggs Neck, has 
worsened, said Councilman 
James Vacca, who has proposed 
a solution to the dilemma. 

“I will say the traffi c back 
ups have been tremendous, com-
ing towards Westchester Avenue 
from Waters Place,” said Vacca 
due to the construction, adding 
that traffi c jams at this location 
are commonplace even when 
there is no construction activity 
going on.

With traffi c already backed 
up at that location, Vacca said 
he approached NYC Department 
of Transportation with the idea 
of making Little League Place, 
a nearby street, either one way 
going towards East Tremont 
Avenue or running it in both di-
rections, to divert some vehicles 
looking to access a thoroughfare 
other than Westchester Avenue, 
away from the bridge. 

“Then you would have an-
other way to access Throggs 
Neck and Pelham Bay,” said 
Vacca. “It would be another way 
to move traffi c along.”  

Vacca explained that cur-
rently traffi c coming from Wa-
ters Place makes a left over the 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A nursing home facility in the 

Bronx was recently sold, leaving 
its employees and residents con-
cerned about the future.

In February, Beth Abraham 
Health Services, located at 612 Al-
lerton Avenue and previously op-
erated by CenterLight Health Sys-
tem, was sold to Centers Health 
Care, according to the staff, who 
are worried about what the future 
holds for this iconic facility.

Details of the transaction have 
not been disclosed by either Cen-

terLight or Centers Health Care, 
which  is generating confusion.

Beth Abraham has been a 
neighborhood staple since the 
1920s. 

The sale was announced at 
Community Board 11’s full board 
meeting in February.

The 90-year-old facility has 
nearly 450 beds with three fl oors 
designated for short-term rehabil-
itation and two fl oors dedicated to 
Alzheimer’s disease and dementia 
patients. 
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How Lehman Got Its Groove Back
After experiencing some recent troubling times, Lehman Educational 
Campus hosted the Friday, April 8 fi nale of the NYPD School Safety Divi-
sion’s Community Outreach Unit’s ‘My School Has Rhythm Not Violence’ 
talent competition meant to bring back the educational institution’s posi-
tive school spirit. See page 9 for the full story.

(Above) Adlai E. Stevenson High School’s Legacy Alliance put on quite 
a show for Friday’s crowd.        Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

New owner vows to 
maintain high quality

CENTERS HEALTH 
BUYS BETH ABE

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The New York State Depart-

ment of State will be listening to 
east Bronx residents about over-
solicitous real estate salespeople. 

Some property owners in com-
munity boards 10 and 11 have been 
receiving aggressive real estate 
solicitations, since a cease and de-
sist law and its corresponding ‘do-
not-contact’ list expired in 2014.

DOS offi cials will be on hand at 
a public hearing at P.S. 14 at 7 p.m. 
on Wednesday, April 20 to gather 
input from local homeowners 

about their experiences and the 
need for the re-establishment of 
the zone in their area. 

Senator Jeff Klein has been 
working with local community 
groups to collect evidence of the 
solicitations, the senator said. 

These notices to sell are being 
mailed, dropped off, and left on 
fences and doors, said Michael Mc-
Nerney, Country Club Civic Asso-
ciation president. 

“The cease and desist is very 
important,” said Klein. “Once it 

DOS hearing on real 
estate solicitations

Continued on Page 4

Continued on Page 11Continued on Page 4

Overpass 
work snarls 

PelBay traffi c
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Jack-of-all-trades, Joe Binder turns 106

Joe Binder (front, l) celebrates his remarkable milestone at his pre-birthday bash held Thursday, April 
7 at Providence Rest. Community News Group / Robert Wirsing

Continued on page 7

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Navy veteran, musician, comedian and 

poet, Joseph Binder is a jack of all trades and 
still going strong at age 106.

A man of many talents, Binder started cel-
ebrating his remarkable milestone this past 
Friday, April 8 at parties held over a three-
day span.

The festivities began with a pre-party held 
Thursday, April 7 at Providence Rest Nurs-
ing Home where he presently resides.

The bash featured a live band playing 
classic big band songs while the living leg-
end was surrounded by his close friends and 
family wishing him well on his many years 
of success.

Bright eyed and with a warm, welcoming 
smile, Binder shared his fi ve secrets to liv-
ing a long, productive life: be good to others, 
never hold grudges, if you do something for 
others don’t expect anything in return, stay 
positive and do the best you can everyday of 
your life.

Mario’s Restaurant was the venue for a 
Friday, April 8 birthday luncheon for their 
former parking lot attendant, who was joined 
by his family and 15 of his friends, according 
to restaurant owner, Joseph Migliucci. 

A cake donated by Morrone Pastry Shop 
and cookies from Madonia Brothers Bakery 
were provided for the afternoon soiree.

Migliucci said he fi rst met Binder in 1946 
when he serviced a Bronx soda route.

Prior to his employment with Mario’s, 

Binder worked in a coffee shop across the 
street from the restaurant where people 
played cards and enjoyed live music all day.

When the club closed 17 years ago, Binder 
was at Mario’s and told his friend the news. 

Migliucci informed him that his restaurant 
was looking for a new parking attendant and 
gave Binder the job.

He added that customers loved speaking 
with Binder and they were saddened to learn 

he was retiring in 2012 at the age of 102.
“He took care of everyone here and it was 

really a loss for all of us when Joe retired,” 
he said. 

For the past 15 years, Binder said he 
has performed his music and comedy act at 
Pasquale’s Rigoletto Restaurant.

Vinny Spena, Pasquale’s Rigoletto Restau-
rant manager, said Binder is a regular at the 
eatery and after he fi nished his meal would 
get up and perform a few songs and jokes for 
the crowd.

“Joe is a kind, loving man with a good 
heart and he really serves as a great inspira-
tion for everyone,” said Spena. “He brings a 
lot of energy to this place.”

“Laughter is the best medicine and I 
strongly believe in that notion,” said Binder. 
“If I make people laugh than I know I’m doing 
the best I can to help others.”  

Pasquale’s Rigoletto Restaurant held a 
party for their favorite customer on Satur-
day, April 9. The birthday cake was provided 
by Gino’s Pastry Shop.

“It was a great night and we were all very 
happy to have celebrated Joe’s birthday with 
him and his family,” said Spena. “He de-
serves all of his success and he has done a lot 
of beautiful things in his life.”

Binder was born on April 8, 1910 in 
Brownsville, Brooklyn and as a youth in the 
1930s, he worked with magician Paul Duke at 

Affordable housing opens in W. Farms

The CEO of Communilife, Dr. Rosa Gil (c), stands with members of her team, city and state offi cials and 
elected offi cials Deputy Borough President Aurelia Greene and Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda at the 
ribbon cutting for El Rio Residence on Friday, April 8. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Continued on page 7

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The opening of a new affordable apart-

ment building in West Farms was cele-
brated at a ribbon cutting. 

The 65-unit building, called the El Rio 
Residence, offi cially opened on Friday, 
April 8 at 1041 E. 179th Street.

Comunilife, a supportive and afford-
able housing developer, brought the project 
to fruition with funding from an array of 
sources. 

According to Comunilife, El Rio in-
cludes 39 studio apartments with support 
services for people with special needs, and 
26 studios for low-income residents. 

A plethora of federal, city and state of-
fi cials from offi ces including those of Gov-
ernor Cuomo, U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, and Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, all three of which 
contributed funding to the enterprise, 
took part in the grand opening celebra-
tion. 

Some of the apartments in the building 
will go to people who were formerly home-
less, and for those persons, supportive 
‘wraparound’ services including mental 
health and education will be available, said 
Dr. Rosa Gil, Comunilife, president.

She added it took more than fi ve years to 
develop a plan, arrange the fi nancing and 
complete the construction. 

The community has welcomed the proj-

ect, said Gil. 
“The community planning board was 

very receptive,” she said. “We are also en-
gaged with other community-based organi-
zations, with the churches, and they are wel-

coming.” 
The organization remains strong in 

their commitment to increase the number 
of supportive housing apartments available 
for vulnerable populations who need it the 

most, said Gil. 
Deputy Borough President Aurelia 

Greene and Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda 
both attended the ribbon cutting. 

The borough president’s offi ce contrib-
uted $744,000 to the initiative in 2011, said 
Greene in her remarks. 

“This is what we do in the Bronx,” she 
said in her comments. “We make sure that 
housing comes up, that is affordable even 
for the lowest income, and we strive to 
make sure that our communities are well-
fortifi ed to handle the services that are 
needed.” 

In a statement, Borough President Daiz 
said that housing like El Rio are steps in 
the right direction towards greater afford-
ability. 

“This project will help improve the lives 
of many of our most vulnerable residents,” 
stated Diaz. 

Representatives from Offi ce of Tempo-
rary and Disability Assistance, Offi ce of 
Mental Health, Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene, Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development, as well 
as the Comunilife board of directors, Red 
Stone Equity Partners and Community 
Board 6 all spoke during the grand opening 
program. 

A resident already living in the build-
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Memorial site for Eric Merchant. Photo courtesy of Michael Merchant

bridge, and then a right 
at the Hutchinson River 
Parkway service road, to 
access East Tremont Av-
enue. 

If there was another 
way to to access East 
Tremont Avenue, Vacca 
speculates that more cars 
would make a right, away 
from the Hutchinson Park-
way overpass. 

The construction on 
the overpass was initially 
expected to continue until 
at least Tuesday, April 26, 
but may run a bit longer. 

 Trucks that ignore 
the overpass’ height limi-
tations often strike the 
bridge, and these occur-
rences have necessitated 
the repairs, according to 
NYC Department of Trans-
portation. 

The bridge has become 
so weakened by these fre-
quent impacts that a large 
steel support beam was 
placed to augment the sta-
bility of the bridge. 

The DOT presented 
Community Board 10 with 
a plan to elevate the grade 
of the bridge roughly two 
or more feet so that it would 
meet federal standards 
and there would be fewer 
collisions with trucks, 
said Andrew Chirico, CB 
10 member, however the 
plan seems to be in the pre-
liminary phases. 

“That location seems to 
get hit by trucks more of-
ten then any other bridge 
on the parkway,” said 
Chirico. 

One possible solution, 
said Chirico, would be to 
place a ‘sacrifi cial bar’ a 

distance before the over-
pass that would be set at 
the same height as the 
overpass. 

If the bar is hit, the 
trucker would know of the 
impending danger. That 
would provide the driver 
ample time to exit at Wa-
ters Place, thereby avert-
ing a bridge collision, he 
said. 

To the best of his knowl-
edge, such solutions have 
been used elsewhere in 
the city with good results, 
said Chirico, citing an ex-
ample he learned about on 
the East River Drive near 
Gracie Mansion. 

Vacca said he was aware 
of plans to raise the grade 
and rebuild the bridge, but 
would like to see specifi cs 
from DOT as to when and 
how this could happen. 

Overpass work snarls PelBay traffi c

The Westchester Avenue overpass that crosses the Hutchinson River Parkway is the site of ongoing 
construction. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

from Page 1

Centers Health buys Beth Abe; 
new owner vows high quality
The nursing home pro-

vides more than 100 recre-
ational programs and ac-
tivities each month for its 
patients and visitors.

“Since the sale, it seems 
like the facility’s employ-
ees have been kept in the 
dark - there is defi nitely 
uncertainty regarding the 
future job status of these 
employees,” said Raphael 
Schweiser, chairman of the 
Bronx Park East Commu-
nity Association. 

“Beth Abraham em-
ploys, and has employed, 
many Bronx residents for 
the past several decades 
and these employees need to 
be assured by CenterLight 
and the new company that 
their jobs, salaries and ben-
efi ts will not be affected or 
diminished by this change. 
There needs to be much bet-
ter communication between 
the two companies and its 
employees.”

“We (the neighborhood) 
just hope that the new own-
ership is as community-
minded and community-
oriented as the last owners 
(CenterLight) were,” said 
Gene DeFrancis, director of 
the Allerton International 
Merchants Association. 

“As for now, the con-
tacts that we (AIMA) have 
at Beth Abraham are still 
employed and we hope that 
remains to be the case. ” he 
added.

“This facility has been a 
major part of this commu-

nity for 90 years - it’s a land-
mark,” DeFrancis said.

Councilman Ritchie Tor-
res did not return a request 
for comment, but his offi ce 
said that he is aware of the 
sale and is very concerned. 

Torres plans to reach 
out to the new owner to get 
further information on the 
sale and what it will mean 
for the area’s future, the 
spokesperson said.

“CenterLight Health 
System has always been a 
great asset to the neighbor-
hood,” said Joe Thompson, 
president of the 49th Pre-
cinct Community Council, 
who also mentioned Mike 
Fassler, CenterLight’s presi-
dent, has been a great com-
munity partner for years. 

“My hopes are that the 
new organization that takes 
over continues to be a good 
partner with the commu-
nity”, he said.

“We are pleased to work 
with Centers Health Care,” 
said Lisa Cesarano, a spokes-
person for CenterLight and 
Beth Abraham. “We know 
that they will continue our 
long tradition of excellent 
care here in the Bronx.”

Centers Health Care was 
founded in 1996. Williams-
bridge Manor was its  fi rst 
skilled nursing facility.

It is headed by CEO 
Kenny Rozenberg, who owns 
over 30 nursing homes in 
New York, New Jersey and 
Connecticut. 

“The addition of the Beth 
Abraham skilled nursing fa-

cility to the Centers Health 
Care family is another im-
portant step forward in our 
commitment to the people 
of the Bronx.  Centers be-
gan in 1996 right here in 
the Bronx with our fi rst fa-
cility, the Williamsbridge 
Manor Nursing Home, 
which is consistently rated 
a fi ve-star facility by Medi-
care.gov.   It has always 
been one of our goals to pro-
vide the most complete care 
continuum to as many peo-
ple in the Bronx as possible.  
Beth Abraham will be our 
sixth Bronx facility, join-
ing a group that includes a 
number of unique special-
ties.  Here in the Bronx we 
offer state of the art, on-site 
renal dialysis; we have a 
dedicated ventilator unit 
for residents with severely 
compromised respiratory 
systems; last summer we 
opened a brand new assisted 
living facility committed to 
providing an upscale as-
sisted living alternative to 
Medicaid recipients; and 
we recently added the Hope 
Center which serves those 
living with AIDS/HIV.  And 
we serve the entire borough 
and beyond with every level 
of home care.  Bringing Beth 
Abraham into our family is 
a natural extension of our 
ongoing effort to provide 
the Bronx community with 
the most complete choice of 
convenient, high quality, 
skilled nursing, rehabilita-
tion and home care,” said 
Rozenberg.

from Page 1

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
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BRONX YMCA | 2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx NY 10473 | 212.912.2490 

Our Sports Camp is designed to enhance various sports skills and fundamentals in age-
appropriate groups. Through the coaching and support of camp staff with backgrounds or ed-

ucation in sports, campers will learn the history, rules and key skills of different sports; all 
while practicing their techniques in mini-games. In addition, campers will explore the values of 

teamwork, good sportsmanship and strong work ethics. Sports Camp is divided into two age 
groups: 8-9 & 10-11. 

Cost per 2 week session: Member: $470 Non-Member: $490 

*Spaces are limited 

Our Swim Camp helps children develop important swimming skills and a lifetime love of the wa-
ter, while instilling values around water safety and responsibility. Swim Camp is divided into two 
age groups: 8-9 & 10-11. The key components of Swim Camp are: • Swimmers are given an op-
portunity to build swimming skills • Stroke development and training is tailored by age and skills 
level • Swim campers participate in core traditional camp activities • Activities and interactions 
emphasize building self-esteem and self-confidence. 

*Cost per 2 week session: Member: $470 Non-Member: $490 

*Spaces are limited 
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Lawsuit alleges mayor is 
stalling Armory’s funding

Continued on page 7

Kingsbridge Armory 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The stalling of funding for a major reno-

vation of one of the borough’s largest facili-
ties has resulted in a lawsuit.

On Tuesday, April 12, KNIC, the devel-
operment group that’s set to transform the 
vacant Kingsbridge Armory into the Kings-
bridge National Ice Center, fi led a lawsuit 
in Bronx Supreme Court against Mayor de 
Blasio and the NYC Economic Development 
Corporation for delaying the project and po-
tentially putting it in jeopardy.

According to the 35-page lawsuit, the ac-
tion charges the deBlasio administration’s 
with violating a contract entered into by the  
Bloomberg administration and diverting the 
rightful owner from their business opportu-
nity. 

The lawsuit also reads that mayor has ‘de-
liberately delayed the progress of the Kings-
bridge Armory redevelopment’, and as a 
result, has ‘caused hundreds of millions of 
dollars in damages to KNIC.’

The suit alleges that NYCEDC had con-
spired with the project’s former principals 
and that NYCEDC is hoping that KNIC would 

default on its commitment so that the respon-
sibility of the project could be passed on to 
Jonathon Richter, Jeff Spiritos and Marcos 
Wignell, the trio that used to handle the de-
velopment of the project before KNIC took 
over.

KNIC, which is headed by retired New 
York Ranger Mark Messier and fi gure skater 
Sarah Hughes, has been negotiating with 
NYCEDC and the city to have the Armory’s 
lease released from escrow.

Back in December, the fi rst $30 million 
in private funding (of the $138 million con-
struction loan commitment) was publicly 
approved by the Empire State Development 
Corporation board of directors. 

In February, ESD’s board of directors also 
approved a $15 million construction loan (of 
$130 million) to be used for a part of the capi-
tal cost for phase one of the Kingbsridge Ar-
mory renovations, allocated from Governor 
Cuomo’s New York Works Fund. 

In total, the project is valued at about $350 
million.

“Empire State Development Corporation 
remains committed to supporting the Kings-

bridge National Ice Center, which will create 
over 400 jobs and return a long-vacant build-
ing to use,” said an ESD spokesperson.

According to an agreement with NYCEDC, 
KNIC was required to have secured $135 mil-
lion in funding to begin phase one of the 
transformation. 

As part of KNIC’s lease, KNIC agreed to 
secure binding commitments for the fi rst $158 
million of their project, but have only secured 
$15 million so far, according to NYCEDC.

“The Kingsbridge National Ice Center 
is a project that we have always supported 
and we’ve worked to provide assistance to 
the KNIC development team through all the 
challenges they have faces during this pro-
cess,” said an Economic Development Corpo-
ration spokesperson. 

“As an elected offi cial representing this 
district, I am eager to see the (Kingsbridge) 
Armory transformed into a source of jobs 
and a source of pride in our community,” said 
Councilman Fernando Cabrera. 

“I believe the NYCEDC is acting pru-
dently and in the best interest of the city and 
the community in requesting that the neces-

sary funds be secured. That being said, the 
project must move forward, as the (Kings-
bridge) Armory represents too much prom-
ise for our community for it to continue to be 
left vacant.”

“I strongly urge the stakeholders to meet 
and fi nd a way to work towards a solution,” 

O’Shaughnessy to lead 
public info for Bx. DA

DA Darcel Clark (l) and Patrice O’Shaughnessy. 
 Photo courtesy of Bronx DA’s offi ce

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The District Attorney offi ce’s newest 

staff addition has an impressive resume 
and calls the Bronx her home.

Last month, DA Darcel Clark announced 
the appointment of Patrice O’Shaughnessy 
as the director of public information for the 
offi ce.

Born and raised in Parkchester, 
O’Shaugh-nessy, who attended St. Ray-
mond Academy for Girls, graduated from 
Fordham University with a degree in com-
munications/journalism in 1980.

After graduating from Fordham, she 
began what would become a 33-year career 
at the New York Daily News - starting as a 
copy person/messenger and quickly work-
ing her way up as a crime reporter for the 
News’ Bronx Bureau previously located at 
Williamsbridge Road.

O’Shaughnessy, who also covered politi-
cal and human interest events, was later as-
signed to the Daily News’ Police Headquar-
ters Bureau and Manhattan Federal Court. 

She was a Sunday feature writer for over 
15 years and also wrote a weekly column, 
fi ttingly named, ‘Around the Bronx.’

In 2010, with 30 years of ink under her 
fi ngernails, O’Shaughnessy returned home 

to the Bronx as the Daily News’ Bureau 
Chief. 

She would hold the position for three 
years before leaving the Daily News and co-
founding a media website that covered lo-
cal elections and political races.

In recognition of her many stellar 
achievements and accomplishments, 
O’Shaughnessy has been the recipient of 
numerous awards, including the Mike 
Berger award, which she received from 
Columbia University’s Graduate School 
of Journalism in 1998, an award which 
honors ‘thought-provoking human-inter-
est reporting about the lives of ordinary 
people.’

She had also been the recipient of awards 
from the Associated Press, the New York 
Press Club, the Newswomen of New York 
and the Society of Silurians.

O’Shaughnessy was also one of the 
members of the Daily News staff that was a 
fi nalist for the Pulitzer Prize in 2002 ‘for its 
vivid and detailed on-scene coverage of the 
September 11th terrorist attacks on New 
York City.’

“This is such a wonderful opportunity,” 
O’Shaughnessy said on being appointed to 
the position of the Bronx DA’s director of 

public information. “I look forward to mak-
ing changes and improvements here (in the 
Bronx), and most importantly, continuing 
to make the Bronx safer. I’m so thrilled that 
I am going to be a part of that.”

O’Shaughnessy covered crime stories 
in the 1980s - back when crime rates in the 
Bronx were still going through the roof fol-
lowing the arson epidemic of the 70s. 

She also covered stories on the mob in 
NYC, as well as Mother Teresa’s funeral 
in Calcutta in 1997 and the Columbine, CO 
school shootings.

“I wanted to give victims, relatives and 
witnesses a voice and I felt that crime in the 
Bronx wasn’t getting a lot of attention at the 

time,” she said. “That drew me to covering 
those kinds of stories even more and I just 
stuck with that - I always felt like it was the 
most important issue to cover.”

As the new director of public infor-
mation, O’Shaughnessy succeeds Terry 
Raskyn, who held the position from April 
2014 to February 2016. Before Raskyn, the 
position was held by Steven Reed for 25 
years under previous Bronx DA Robert 
Johnson.

“The most important task right now is to 
keep the Bronx safe,” she said. “Along with 
that, I hope that we (the DA’s offi ce) can help 
the community regain the trust of the crim-
inal justice system here in the Bronx.”
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SAMPLE SALE

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4TH
12:00PM - 8:00PM

DOORS CLOSE AT 7:30PM!

DRESSES FROM $999
ACCESSORIES FROM $59

KLEINFELD
110 WEST 20TH STREET

NEW YORK, NEW YORK, 10011
MORE INFO: kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-sale

Jack-of-all-trades, 
Joe Binder turns 106

From page 2

Dr. Rosa Gil holds an award she received during the opening ceremony for El Rio Residence. Photo by 
Aracelis Batista

W. Farms affordable housing
From page 2

Armory’s stalled funding lawsuit
From page 6

the now defunct Leon and Eddie’s Nightclub 
in Manhattan. 

During his time there, Binder set up props 
on the stage for Duke and would perform 
some comedy skits for the audience.

Binder married Jean Angelina Gallasso 
in November 1940. The couple never had chil-
dren, however Binder has many nephews and 
grandnephews. 

In 1944, Binder served as a cook in the 
Navy and returned home a year after  World 
War II’s concluded. 

Finding work as a Fox’s U-Bet delivery-
man, Binder frequented the Bronx in his 
travels and settled down in the Belmont sec-
tion in 1946.

In 1952, he moved to Rego Park, Queens 
before returning to the Bronx in 1978 to re-
side at Keith Plaza on Southern Boulevard. 

Binder enjoys writing poetry and playing 
the banjo and ukulele. 

He cites authors Robert Louis Stevenson 
and Edgar Allan Poe frequently and Frank 
Sinatra and Louis Armstrong are his many 
favorite singers.  

ing expressed her gratitude for being able 
to live there. 

The building has a number of environ-
mentally friendly features, including en-
ergy saving lighting and a high content of 

construction materials made from recycled 
products. 

Amenities include a garden, community 
and laundry rooms and around-the-clock 
security.

To learn more about Comunilife, visit 
www. comunilife.org. 

Cabrera added.
The renovation of the nearly 800,000 

square foot building would transform the va-
cant facility into an ice arena, which would 
be intended for use by minor league and non-
professional hockey teams, fi gure and speed 
skating, open skating times, instructional 
training as well as neighborhood, high school 

and college hockey leagues. 
The main rink would have a seating ca-

pacity of approximately 5,000, while the prop-
erty would also include a 50,000 square foot 
dedicated community center, along with a 
20,000 square foot health and training facil-
ity, 50 locker rooms, equipment storage as 
well as 450 on-site parking spaces.

The Kingsbridge Armory has been vacant 
since 1996.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local automobile dealer is helping its 

employees succeed by providing free, online 
college education. 

Eastchester Chrysler Jeep Dodge on Bos-
ton Road, along with its sister dealership 
in Riverdale, is participating in a new Fiat 
Chrysler Automobiles program called De-
grees@Work. 

The initiative provides employees with 
the opportunity to attend Strayer Univer-
sity, an online college, free-of-charge. 

The program began at the dealership in 
November 2015, said dealership owner Brian 
Dennis, who added that he has been excited 
about the results of the program so far. 

“I think it’s very important to offer peo-
ple, especially in our Bronx community, a 
leg-up in life,” said Dennis, who added that 
he was proud to give back through a support-
ive workplace where people pursue their ed-
ucational goals without incurring student 
loan debt. 

All tuition, fees, and books are covered 
and employees in good standing can take 
courses towards their associates, bachelors 
or masters degrees, on their own time, ac-

cording to Eastchester. 
Fiat Chrysler started the Degrees@Work 

program as an employee retention tool for 
dealers, said Dennis. 

“The genesis of the program was to try to 
retain employees,” he said. “We have a high 
turnover of employees in certain areas; we 
have needs for skilled employees that…we 
are having challenges attracting.”

Dennis said he believes that Degrees@
Work can be mutually benefi cial to both his 
dealership and the employees, and can help 
employees have the opportunity to advance 
to higher paying jobs at the dealership. 

“I was even thinking of taking one 
(course) myself,” said the owner. “I heard 
they are pretty challenging.” 

Alan Katz, Dennis’ human resources di-
rector, said that initial feedback since the 
program launch is upbeat.  

“It has been extremely positive for our 
employees that have expressed interest and 
that are actually enrolled because it is help-
ing them achieve a dream of a post-high 
school degree,” said Katz, adding this gives 
staff members an opportunity to earn a debt-
free degree. 

Katz is enrolled himself at Strayer, and 
said he plans on taking a course a semes-
ter towards a masters degree in human re-
sources, one of 40 areas of study offered. 

“This program for me is a conve-
nience,” said Katz, who said that he took 
out loans for his undergraduate educa-
tion and is pleased to earn a degree on his 
own time while holding down a full-time 
job. 

Eastchester Chrysler employee Lesa 
Castro, an administrative assistant who 
is taking coursework towards an associ-
ates degree in Business Administration, 

said that the program provides fl exibility 
in achieving her educational goals.

She is a parent as well as a full-time 
employee, and can complete coursework 
while looking after her child, she said. 

The owner, Dennis, indicated that 
Eastchester’s use of this program is part 
of a general strategy to attract local and 
develop local talent and he hinted that 
the program might even expand in six 
months or later to employees’ families. 

To learn more about Eastchester 
Chrysler Jeep Dodge, visit eastchester-
chryslerjeepdodgeram.com. 

Car dealership offers 
college opportunity

Brian Dennis, owner of Eastchester Chrysler Jeep Dodge, is participating in the Degrees@Work pro-
gram. Photo courtesy of Eastchester Chrysler Jeep Dodge

Dear Sam, 

The pressure you’re putting me under is too much.  

I QUIT!  
Sincerely,

 

Your Heart

Don’t let your heart quit on you. If you are living with high blood pressure, just knowing and doing 
the minimum isn’t enough. Uncontrolled high blood pressure could lead to stroke, heart attack or death.

Get yours to a healthy range before it’s too late. Find out how at heart.org/BloodPressure

Check. Change. 
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A Morris Park retailer has 

opened a unique business cloth-
ing store.

RAIR, a fashion emporium lo-
cated at 988B Morris Park Avenue 
features men’s urban clothing 
brands. 

The shop has received  posi-
tive reviews from the community 
since it opened. 

RAIR, which opened in Au-
gust, provides a selection of men’s 
denim pants, jogger pants, hood-
ies, T-shirts, snapbacks and even 
socks for its particular clientele.

It carries popular clothing 
brand names, including Unde-
feated (stylized as ‘Undftd’), Dia-
mond Supply, the Hundreds and 
Embellish, among others. 

The store’s baseball caps are 
manufactured in Washington 
Heights. The hoodies and T-shirts 
come from California.

RAIR’s moniker is a synonym 
for ‘rare’. 

It also includes numerous art-
pieces throughout the store by the 
artist Naturel. 

There is also a drawing book at 
the checkout desk, where custom-
ers and visitors are encouraged to 
tag their name or their nickname.

At times, some of the merchan-
dize is marked down 20, 30 or even 

40 percent, to make room for new 
inventory.

The vision for RAIR began 
when the store’s co-owner Andre 
Soto, his brother Albert and the 
rest of the family, saw an oppor-
tunity to build a unique, one-of-a-
kind business in an under served 
area.

“In the past, when people from 
the Bronx wanted to purchase 
this type of product, they would 
have to travel into Manhattan, 
especially downtown, to buy the 
kind of items they wanted,” said 
Andre Soto, a south Bronx-born 
entrepreneur who graduated from 
St. Raymond High School and still 
has contacts in the area. 

“Now, with this store, people 
from the Bronx don’t have to take 
a long trip  - now these products 
are right here in their commu-
nity.”

“Our overall mission is to ex-
pand the business while giving 
back and providing to the commu-
nity,” Andre added. “So far, we’ve 
had customers who have been so 
supportive - some will come into 
the store to buy a shirt just to 
welcome us to the neighborhood. 
That’s very special - and it says a 
lot about the community that we 
are in.”

Follow RAIR on Instagram or 

Twitter @RAIR_NY or visit www.
rairny.com

‘RAIR’ brings its rarities to the Bronx

Andre Soto Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

In the past, 
when people 

from the Bronx 
wanted to 

purchase this 
type of product, 

they would 
have to travel 

into Manhattan, 
especially 
downtown.

Andre Soto

BY ROBERT WIRSING
After experiencing turbu-

lent times recently, the  Leh-
man Educational Campus 
appears to be undergoing a 
renaissance of sorts. 

According to a NYC 
Department of Education 
spokeswoman, NYC Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Farina 
and Councilman James 
Vacca attended a Monday, 
March 7 showcase at Leh-
man highlighting programs 
and changes implemented at 
the local educational institu-
tion.

She added, the chancellor 
met with Lehman’s six prin-
cipals and was personally in-
volved in executing the action 
plan which was established 
based upon community feed-
back and is committed toward 
continuing to aid the campus 
school to expand the support-
ive and inclusive environ-
ment it has created.

During the visit, Farina 
and Vacca witnessed signifi -

cant differences these changes 
have made in improving the 
school’s overall culture in-
cluding enhancing systems 
and supports to ensure a safe 
and supportive learning at-
mosphere.

 Some of the initiatives in-
clude providing restorative 
justice training for school 
administration and safety 

agents; launching a branding 
and beautifi cation initiative 
promoting school identity 
which includes installing new 
banners representing each 
school; fabricating a welcome 
lounge for parents visiting the 
campus; hiring Marvin El-
liott as the new assistant prin-
cipal of security to oversee 
campus safety, discipline and 

school climate; a thorough re-
view of the suspicion and dis-
cipline data for all schools on 
campus to ensure there were 
no irregularities; hosting 
gang intervention trainings 
for parents in the community 
and fostering consistent com-
munication channels includ-
ing a campus-wide newsletter 
to promote the school’s cul-

ture and serve as a platform 
for students to share the great 
work they are doing.

Vacca confi rmed he has 
visited the campus twice in 
the past several weeks and 
noticed a signifi cant improve-
ment in their security.

“I’m hoping with the chan-
cellor’s intervention and with 
all six principals working to-
gether it will help bring about 
a better outcome for this cam-
pus,” he said. 

As previously reported 
by the Bronx Times, Leh-
man Educational Campus ex-
perienced a week-long spree 
of false fi re alarms span-
ning Monday, November 30 
to Thursday, December 3 
that lead to street brawls on 
Westchester Square. 

The 3000 E. Tremont Av-
enue educational campus 
served as the venue for Fri-
day, April 8’s ‘My School Has 
Rhythm Not Violence’ compe-
tition hosted the NYPD School 
Safety Division’s Community 

Outreach Unit.
Promoted by Radio 103.9 

New York, the fi nale included 
participants from John F. Ken-
nedy, Evander Childs, Alfred 
E. Smith and Stevenson high 
school campuses performing 
live music.

The program which 
launched in April 2015 at 
Brooklyn’s Boys and Girls 
High School is designed for 
high school students and is 
meant to educate and em-
power them with techniques 
and skills on how they can 
embody an active role to 
reduce verbal and physical 
confrontations occurring at 
their schools and communi-
ties.

MSHRNV’s curriculum 
emphasizes using various 
drama-based techniques, 
classroom lectures and pre-
sentations while incorpo-
rating music with the as-
sistance of popular radio 
stations to ensure its mes-
sage of tolerance is heard.

Lehman implements new programs, initatives

Lehman High School hosted the Friday, April 8 fi nale of ‘My School Has Rhythm Not Violence’ talent 
competition. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co





BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Morris Park Community As-

sociation celebrated its 42nd Annual 
Dinner Dance with a surprise an-
nouncement. 

The yearly celebration of the east 
Bronx community group took place on 
Saturday, April 2 at Marina del Rey. 

The fundraiser included an an-
nouncement from the event’s sole hon-
oree of a grant to help beef-up the MP-
CA’s civilian patrols. 

The honored guest was Senator 
Jeff Klein, who announced that eve-
ning that he was allocating funds to 
purchase automobiles and equipment 
for the patrols, said Tony Signorile, 
MPCA president. 

“He announced at the dinner that 
he had allocated $100,000 for the sim-
ple reason that we have not had new 
vehicles for close to 20 years,” said Si-
gnorile. 

The last time new cars were pur-
chased was through Senator Guy 
Velella when he was in offi ce. ”We were 
overdue for new cars and Senator Klein 
was able to allocate this funding.” 

The current vehicles are aging, 
have a lot of miles, and require a great 
deal of maintenance, said Signorile, 
who heaped praise on the all-volunteer 
patrols who help police in the 49th Pre-
cinct keep the streets safe. 

The volunteers patrol in cars and on 
foot, and are an integral in preventing 
the scourge of drugs, vandalism and 
worse from harming Morris Park, said 
Signorile. 

“Sometimes we have both vehicles 
out at the same time,” said the associa-
tion president. “It depends on who is 
available; the majority of time at night 

we have both cars out on patrol.” 
Signorile said that the association 

was proud to honor Klein, who grew up 
and went to school in the neighborhood 
and now serves it in the state senate. 

The senator said that being honored 
at the MPCA was especially signifi -
cant because Morris Park holds a spe-
cial place in his heart as his lifelong 

home. 
“My partnership with the Mor-

ris Park Community Association en-
hances and strengthens this wonder-
ful area,” said Klein. “I’m proud that 
I secured $100,000 in funding, which 
will purchase patrol vehicles with spe-
cialized radios, fi re extinguishers and 
fi rst-aid kits, so this valuable organi-
zation can continue to be the eyes and 
ears of this community.”

The dinner dance serves as a way 
to bring the community together for 
an evening when the concerns are put 
aside for one night so that neighbors 
can socialize and have a nice evening 
out, said Signorile. 

“You get together with people you 
have not seen for years, either be-
cause they are not involved in the 
community anymore or they have 
maybe moved out of the community 
and we’re trying to bring them back,” 
he said.  “It is fun to be together one 
night for a few hours.” 

The MPCA dinner dance is typi-
cally held in February but this year 
it was held late, in April, said Signo-
rile. 

According to the association presi-
dent, the date for next year’s dance 
has already been set for Saturday, 
April 8, who added plans are already 
being made for the evening. 
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Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!

sunsets, it becomes my responsibility and 
the community’s responsibility to prove 
to the secretary of state that this is still 
needed.” 

Unscrupulous real estate agents, some of 
who leave notes offering to buy houses for 
cash and claiming to help people who may 
be facing foreclosure or a short sale have 
been inundating certain areas, sources 
said. 

“They try to stir people up to get them to 
sell,” said Klein, adding “The over-solicita-
tion always worries people.”

The senator said a Cease and Desist 
Zone had been in placed in the area for 
more than 20 years before it expired, pre-
dating his tenure in offi ce, and that he had 
worked to close a loophole that allowed peo-
ple representing real estate agents to solicit 
on their behalf. 

The law that was in place created a DOS 
registry of residents that did not want to re-
ceive any kind of solicitation, he said. 

Real estate brokers would have to con-
sult the list before starting a marketing 
campaign, he explained. 

If another cease and desist zone is estab-
lished, Klein said he’d like to expand it to 
neighborhoods he now represents in Com-
munity Board 9.  

Real estate agents have been very cre-

ative with the advertisements that are be-
ing left around the Country Club area. One 
even went so far as to distribute a card with 
a cake recipe on one side and a solicitation 
on the other, said McNerney. 

“We believe that homeowners should 
have the right and entitlement to sell their 
homes on their own terms and their own 
conditions without be coerced,” said Mc-
Nerney, adding that some of the overtures 
are creating litter on the streets, and that 
door-to-door propositioning of homeown-
ers apparently happened on Stadium Av-
enue. 

Repeated phone calls from real estate 

agents can be construed as a scare tacit, 
said Andrew Chirico, Waterbury-LaSalle 
Community Association board member.  

In certain cases, agents have told hom-
eowners that their community is in worse 
shape than it actually is, and lied about 
neighbors selling their homes, said Chir-
cio. 

“Unscrupulous real estate agents can 
really mess up a community,” he said. 

Senator Klein believes that turnout at 
the DOS public hearing is very important. 

“The more unsavory brokers, and the 
unlicensed brokers, are the ones who ag-
gressively soliciting,” the senator said. 

We are hoping to 
have a good turnout 
and we are going to 
be prepared to fi ght  

to make sure that this 
law continues.

Jeff Klein
Senator

DOS hearing on real 
estate solicitations

from Page 1

MPCA dinner includes $100,000 surprise

Senator Jeff Klein, holds his award as the sole honoree at the 42nd Annual Morris Park Community 
Association Dinner Dance on Saturday, April 2. Celebrating the senator’s accomplishment were (l-r) 
Senator Diane Savino;  and MPCA board member Frank Agovino; MPCA president Tony Sigorile;  MPCA 
vice-president  Al D’Angelo and board member Silvio Mazzella.
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JOIN US FOR ONE OF THE  WILDEST EVENTS IN NY AND MAKE TRACKS FOR WILDLIFE!

8TH ANNUAL 5K RUN  AND
FAMILY FUN RUN/WALK

SATURDAY

APRIL 30, 2016
SAVE $5 COURTESY OF THE 
BRONX TIMES REPORTER

CODE: BTRRFTW
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HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:

 � Exclusive access to the Bronx Zoo prior to        
public opening.

 � Registration fee includes complimentary          
Bronx Zoo general admission and parking–            
run and stay for the day.

 � Free post-run activities, refreshments and 
entertainment for all ages including a silent disco!

 � Great way to build corporate and family teams 
and show how much you love wildlife!

 � Your participation and fundraising efforts will 
support the Wildlife Conservation Society’s 
global mission. 

  PRESENTED BY                      FEATURED SPONSORS

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

TO REGISTER OR DONATE, GO TO

WCSRUNFORTHEWILD.ORG
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