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Former principal blasts P.S. 89 situation

Westchester creek cleanup set

Borough Feels The Burn!

$22 MILLION AND NOT
EVEN A DROP TO DRINK

Parks destroys artist’s 
Pel Bay Park memorialHistory was made last Thursday, March 31 when Democratic Party presidential candidate, Senator Bernie Sanders 

held his ‘A Future to Believe In’ rally with 18,000 enthusiastic supporters at St. Mary’s Park. 
(Above, l-r) Jessica Cavenaugh, Christopher Jabrell, Karin Moreno and Rebecca Vitali waited on line for hours to 

attend the historic rally. See page 2 for the full story.        Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Continued on Page 4Continued on Page 11

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Major upgrades to two under-

ground sewer junctures to improve 
the  ecology of Westchester Creek 
were announced. 

The NYC Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection will substan-
tially enlarge two underground 
‘regulators’ or sewer junctures 
under Eastchester Road to reduce 
the discharge of raw sewage into 
Westchester Creek. 

About 400 million gallons of 
sludge will be diverted to the Hunts 
Point Wastewater Treatment Plant 
annually. 

The agency announced that the 
$22 million project is slated to be 
completed by the end of 2019, and 
that it will coordinate the construc-
tion work with the surrounding 
community to mitigate the incon-

venience at Eastchester Road and 
Morris Park Avenue and at Waters 
Place. 

Elected offi cials representing 
the area embraced the project, cit-
ing the environmental benefi ts to 
the creek. 

Initial reaction from Commu-
nity Board 11, however, indicates 
that there is concern about the im-
pact the project could have on traf-
fi c, said its district manager Jer-
emy Warneke. 

Regarding the project, Congress-
man Joseph Crowley stated that he 
was encouraged to see DEP making 
the investment. Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr. concurred. 

“This is a signifi cant invest-
ment in the infrastructure of 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A father is up in arms after 

his son’s memorial site was des-
ecrated.

The memorial, located deep in-
side Pelham Bay Park since July 
2015, was removed last month. 

It commemorated the unfortu-
nate death of Throggs Neck resi-
dent Eric Merchant, a graphic 
artist, illustrator and muralist.

Merchant, 32, the owner of 
Steiner Enterprises, who was de-
scribed as an adventuresome and 
daring individual, had set up a 

tent on Hunter Island in mid-Feb-
ruary of last year to camp out for 
the evening. 

To provide warmth and com-
fort he ignited a charcoal grill 
heater inside the tent to counter 
the fi gid cold  winter weather, ac-
cording to his dad.

His parents believe Merchant 
miscalculated the tent’s venti-
lation and shortly after he laid 
down to sleep, he suffered as-
phyxiation and died as a result of 
carbon monoxide poisoning, ac-

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The former principal, parents 

and past and present teachers of a 
local school are in an uproar over 
the current principal’s actions.

A recent  protest at P.S. 89 Wil-
liamsbridge School exposed prin-
cipal Ralph  Martinez’ excessive 

number of teacher reassignments 
and dismissals.

The saga began in September 
of 2010, when Martinez took the 
reins at P.S. 89. 

Since his tenure began, Mar-
tinez has been responsible for 
the removal or reassigning of ap-

proximately 95 teachers, includ-
ing 20 teachers during a one week 
stretch last month, the protesters 
charge.

The teachers were removed 
from their classroom settings and 
moved to other classrooms with-
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BY MADELINE ANTHONY
The Bronx is feelin’ the Bern!
Democratic presidential candidate Ber-

nie Sanders made his fi rst New York ap-
pearance on the campaign trail in the south 
Bronx last Thursday evening.

Sanders took to the stage and addressed 
over 18,000 Bronxites and New Yorkers, 
some of whom had been awaiting his ar-
rival in St.  Mary’s Park for more than fi ve 
hours.  

A few Bronx elected offi cials attended 
the rally including Assemblyman Luis Sep-
ulveda and Councilman Ritchie Torres.

Filmmaker Spike Lee and actress Ro-
sario Dawson spoke prior to the senator’s 
speech. 

Lee advised the mostly young crowd to 
talk to their parents about voting for Ber-
nie. “The older generation – they are on this 
Clinton thing,” said Lee. 

Rosario spent the majority of her time at 
the podium  criticizing Hillary.

“I don’t want to vote against someone - I 
want to vote for a candidate,” said Dawson.

Sanders began his speech by reminding 
his cheering supporters of his childhood 
in Brooklyn, where he grew up with im-
migrant parents in a rent-controlled apart-
ment.  

Many people in the energized and en-
thusiastic crowd held up signs and creative 
props showing their dedication to the Sand-

Sanders NY rally held in south Bronx
ers campaign. 

One man held a homemade puppet that 
resembled a mini-Sanders made of papier-
mâché. 

Another young supporter held a sign 

with Sanders dressed as Robin Hood. 
Groups of girls calling themselves “Ber-

nie Babes” danced in the Woodstock-like 
crowd. There was no mistaking it – the 
Bronx was berning.

The candidate’s stump speech didn’t 
surprise supporters. 

He stuck to his popular platforms, 
which addressed making higher educa-
tion affordable for all, enacting univer-
sal health care, and ending corrupt Wall 
Street policies.  

The Vermont senator made sure the 
crowd heard about perhaps his most promi-
nent campaign pillar – the fact that he does 
not have a superpac, nor does he accept 

large corporate campaign donations.
Instead of cashing large corporate 

checks, Sanders relies on small contribu-
tions from his spirited supporters.

Sanders asked the enthusiastic crowd 
if they knew what the average donation 
was, and was answered with a resounding 
“twenty-seven dollars!”

The senator spoke directly to minority 
voters, many of whom made up the diverse 
crowd. 

“I stand with my African American 

brothers and sisters,” said Sanders, in an 
attempt to sway the black vote, which has 
been largely won by Clinton, “I stand with 
my Latino brothers and sisters.”

The crowd was full of jazzed millenni-
als, yet the candidate yielded the greatest 
applause when he dissed his opponent Hil-
lary Clinton, who he repeatedly attacked 
despite early campaign promises not to 
give into the ugly side of politics.

Votes will be cast for the New York presi-
dential primaries on Tuesday, April 19.

I stand with my African 
American brothers and 
sisters. I stand with my 

Latino brothers and sisters.
Bernie Sanders

Senator Bernie Sanders delivers a riveting speech before legions of supporters during last Thursday’s 
‘A Future to Believe In’ rally at St. Mary’s Park. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The latest high-tech gadgets at a local 

elementary  school will go a long way in 
terms of helping its students prepare for 
their future. 

P.S. 108 announced the installation of 
about $74,000 in SMART Board technology 
that will allow students to learn in ways 
many are accustomed to in a time of digital 
media. A local councilman helped secure 
the funding for the equipment. 

The latest technology adhancement will 
also serve to support the curriculum at P.S. 
108 in a more cost-effective way, as much of 
the lesson plans are now available in digi-
tal form, said the school’s principal Charles 
Sperrazza.  

“Many of the books that children and 
schools are interested in are now in eBook 
format,” said Sperrazza, adding that from a 
fi nancial standpoint, it is much more cost ef-
fective for the school to purchase a license for 
an eBook for use on electronic devices than to 
purchase printed copies, which of course, the 
school still does. 

Councilman James Vacca, who is chair-
man of the city council’s Technology Com-
mittee, was able to secure the allocation in 
the city budget that benefi ted P.S. 108 and 
allowed the school to purchase the new 
electronic gear. 

“All of the schools in my district now 
have SMART Boards because of my fund-

Public School 108 celebrates SMART Board tech

Councilman Vacca learns how the students are using the new technology in a lesson about telling 
time. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

ing over the past fi ve years,” said Vacca, 
who also said that he works to meet the 
needs of about seven or eight schools in his 
district every year.

The funding for the P.S. 108 high-tech 
learning came as part of a request that the 
councilman received from the administra-
tion in answer to an annual letter he sends 
to principals concerning unmet instruc-
tional needs. 

“Many of the technology needs of the 
schools have to be met through my alloca-
tions,” said the councilman. “Many of our 
schools don’t receive certain things, so I want 
to supplement (what they already receive).” 

During a visit to the school on Friday, 
April 1, Vacca got a fi rst-hand look at the 
technology he funded in action.

In fi rst grade teacher Jessica Miano’s 
classroom, the students were learning how 
to tell time using a SMART Board. 

The students said a collective “thank 
you” to the councilman when he fi rst en-
tered the room, and the technology commit-
tee chairman proceeded to ask how many 
of the students had smart phones, with sev-
eral students answering in the affi rmative. 

“I think people who are my age learn 
about technology from people who are your 
age,” Vacca told the group of youngsters, 
several of whom were clutching tablet com-
puters used in instruction. 

“I remember years ago when my daugh-

ter was teaching me how to use the com-
puter,” he said to the children. “So we learn 
from you; as much as we try to help you, you 
help us.” 

In addition to benefi ts from a business 
standpoint of the technology being more 
cost effective, according to the principal 
there is also another practical advantage to 
using SMART Boards and viewing eBooks 

on tablets computers. 
“(We are) able to house thousands upon 

thousands of titles of volumes of digital 
books,” said Sperrazza, adding that there is 
no need to move books or equipment around 
the school because all of the information is 
stored in ‘cloud computing’, meaning that 
they are always available without the need 
for storage at the school. 
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L & M Tours

6812 3rd Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11220

718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net

Bus Charters
We have 56-seat motorcoaches and 24-seat mini buses 
available for your transportation needs.

Cruises
Want to go on a cruise? 
We can book you on voyages offered by all cruise lines.

Vacation Packages
We sell domestic and international air & land packages.

Group Discounts & Free Transfers
Travel Insurance    Gift Certificate

Your One Stop For All Your Travel Needs!
Bus Tours, Charters, Cruises & Vacation Package

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 6
Come See The USA & Canada With Us

5% off

 Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
 Five Convenient Pick Ups in NYC

Buy 5 
Get 1 FREE 
on selected 
day trips
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Bronx Parks Department destroys victim’s memorial
From page 1

Memorial site for Eric Merchant. Photo courtesy of Michael Merchant

(Right) Memorial site for Eric Merchant. 
 Photo courtesy of Michael Merchant

(Right) The red stars show where the two regu-
lators that will be upgraded are located: East-
chester Road near Waters Place and Eastchester 
Road near Morris Park Avenue.  
                  Photo courtesy of DEP

$22M and not a drop to drink; 
Westchester Creek cleanup set

From page 1

our borough, one that will lead to a cleaner 
Westchester Creek and improve the overall 
quality of the borough’s environment,” said 
Diaz. 

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto called 
waterways a precious resource and he com-
mended DEP for minimizing the impact 
of overfl ow wastewater into Westchester 
Creek. 

The reconstruction has been a long time 
in the making, said Councilman James 
Vacca. It will benefi t  the Ferry Point commu-
nity and Lehman High School, both located 
adjacent to the creek, he said. 

The councilman’s offi ce  received many 
complaints about the odor and appearance of 
the creek, and the issue has dogged the body 
of water since his time as Community Board 
10’s district manager, a decade or more ago. 

“I think it has been apparent for years; 
anyone who looks at Westchester Creek 
knows that this project is long overdue,” said 
Vacca. “We have had an overfl ow situation 
for some time, and we need something to pre-
vent pollution here.” 

The councilman said that it was impor-
tant to make sure that all of Westchester 
Creek was cleaned up, and not just part of it, 
and this project is an inclusive approach to 

that end. 
Dotti Poggi, of the Friends of Ferry Point 

Park, believes that when the project comes 
to fruition, it will be good for the channel of 
water. 

“This project will defi nitely upgrade 
Westchester Creek tremendously,” she said, 
adding that the water quality still will not be 
improved enough to make it safe for swim-
ming, a long-range goal of hers. 

She said she expects this project to be an 
incremental step in improving the creek’s 
water quality. 

Something defi nitely needs to be done 
about the creek, said Warneke, but some CB 
11 members are also concerned about the im-
pact on traffi c where the construction will 
occur.

“I foresee disruption,” the district man-
ager said, explaining that the thoroughfare 
that will be dug up to reach the regulators 
includes two bus lines and a number of busi-
nesses. 

cording to the city’s medical examiner. 
Earlier reports attributed his death to 

a suicide.
Merchant’s body was discovered in 

the tent about six weeks later by a Park 
Ranger. A funeral service was held for 
Eric on April 1.

Last July, Eric’s father Michael set up 
a 225-square foot memorial to honor his 
late son at the wooded area where he per-
ished. 

The memorial consisted of a three-foot 
metal cross, fl owers, a bird feeder, Rosary 
beads, branches, messages and photos 
commemorating Eric’s life.

Early last month, NYC Parks removed 
the memorial, including the metal cross, 
which had been  cemented deep into the 
ground. 

According to a Parks statement, it re-

moved the memorial shortly after it was 
discovered, because placement of such 
displays are against Parks’ rules and reg-
ulations.

The statement also stated that over-
night camping is never permitted, as the 
curfew at Pelham Bay Park and all other 
non-playground sites in the Bronx is 10 
p.m.

However, Michael is still determined to 
fi nd a way to perserve a memorial site in 
Pelham Bay Park for his late son, even if it 
is against Parks policy.

“I understand that he (Eric) wasn’t sup-
posed to be in the park at that time, but 
I’m hoping that Parks will make an ex-
ception in this case,” Michael said. “It’s 
a  remote area and there haven’t been too 
many deaths like this in the park so I’m 
hoping that they (Parks) will let us have a 
site for him.”

Michael added that because his son’s 
body was so severely decomposed after 
one and half months in the park the fam-
ily cremated his remains.

“Pelham Bay Park is over 2,700 acres 
and they won’t let us have 225-square feet 
for a memorial space?” the dad said.

Merchant thanked Parks for all the as-
sistance they provided the family early 
on. 

Parks even offered to plant trees in Er-
ic’s honor. 

Michael Merchant is insisting on a me-
morial and  said that he will soon begin 
collecting signatures on a petition to get 
the project approved by Parks.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A proposed group home on a quiet 

Throggs Neck residential street has 
prompted concerns from neighbors. 

Several residents of Buttrick Avenue 
between Miles and Harding avenues testi-
fi ed at a Community Board 10 public hear-
ing on Wednesday, March 30 about their 
concerns with a proposed group home for 
six young adult men with developmental 
disabilities.

A wide range of opinions were ex-
pressed about the plan to purchase 241 
Buttrick Avenue for $650,000 as a  Day-
break Independent Services-sponsored 
facility.

Among them were comments about the 
structural integrity of the proposed site, 
loss of the residential nature of the block 
and circumvention of the city’s Uniform 
Land Use Review Procedure. 

Community Board 10 did not yet vote 
on the issue because a quorum was not 
present at the hearing.

Another proposed group home, a com-
pletely unrelated project for adult males  
with autism at 1538 Crosby Avenue did not 
appear to have substantial community op-
position. 

Special Futures Unlimited, the spon-
sor, plans to enter into a rental agreement 
with the Pelham Bay property’s current 
owner.

Ebenezer Smith, a resident of Buttrick 
Avenue who attended the hearing held 
at Fort Schuyler House, felt the proposal 
would alter  his block’s character. 

Smith believes the quality-of-life on 
Buttrick will be affected because there 
will be more traffi c when transporting 
the residents to and from their worksites,  
the home’s around-the-clock staffi ng and 
ancillary deliveries. 

He said he once lived next door to a 

Buttrick Avenue group 
home stirs controversy

group home on Sylvan Avenue, and that 
he saw fi rst-hand increased traffi c. 

All of this extra activity will likely 
create noise on what is otherwise a quiet 
block, he said. 

Smith rebuffed the sponsoring agency’s 
claim that the home would have a positive 
impact on local businesses. 

“The commercial corridor is seven 
blocks away,” he said. “You need to have a 
long walk or take a vehicle to get there.” 

He speculated that the best place for a 
home like the one proposed would be on or 
near a major thoroughfare like East Trem-
ont Avenue, where residents are used to 
noise and other effects of being near a 
commercial district. 

Another neighbor, Judge Armando 
Montano said that he was concerned about 
the safety of the residents.

 He, as well as many other neighbors,  
believe the building being considered has 
serious structural fl aws.

He said that the 2-family house, built 
10 years ago, has never been occupied and 
believes the reason may be due to shoddy 
construction. 

He called for an engineer to thoroughly 
inspect the property, as well as the two ad-
joining homes.

He also expressed his belief that situ-
ating a group home there would adversely 
affect the resale potential of the other two 
properties that have also been vacant  or 
partially vacant for years. 

“If you have a building with mentally 
disabled people and right next door you 
have a abandoned building, that’s a dan-
gerous situation, it is a disaster waiting to 
happen,” said Montano. 

Daybreak Independent Services is 
considering alternate sites proposed by 
CB 10, said its executive director Vilas 
Loban. 

Judge Armando Montano (c), a local resident, speaks on the proposed group home at 241 Buttrick 
Avenue, at the Community Board 10 hearing on Wednesday, March 30. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A new writing workshop is teaching the 

essentials of writing, and the similarities 
veterans and civilians share. 

The Craft of War Writing is a two-hour 
weekly writing workshop consisting of ten 
sessions running Saturday, April 2 through 
Saturday, June 11, noon to 2 p.m. inside the 
Morris Park Library at 985 Morris Park Av-
enue.

Offered in partnership with Voices 
From War and Morris Park Library, this 
free writing workshop for veterans and ci-
vilians emphasizes reading war narratives 
while considering how participants can 
pen their own tales. No prior writing expe-
rience is required.

Each week, the class will read published 
war writing works from classic and contem-
porary authors while searching for literary 
elements to aid them in understanding the 
essentials of writing.

These aspiring authors will proceed to 
compose their own short pieces, read each 
other’s work, offer feedback and edits as 
well as suggest revision strategies to aid 
their peers in realizing the vision for his or 
her own stories whether fi ction or creative 
non-fi ction.

Serving as instructor is Jeremy 
Warneke, a United States National Guard 
veteran who served honorably in Iraq from 
May 2003 until July 2004. 

A Sarah Lawrence College graduate, 
Warneke has attended and participated in 
numerous writing workshops since 2009 to 
better hone his craft.

“Writing is an art form and it’s impor-
tant that war stories are told,” he expressed. 
“However, it’s important they’re told in a 
way that makes them interesting.”      

A published writer, Warneke’s works 
have appeared in ‘Task and Purpose’, 
‘Proud to Be: Writing by American War-

riors’, ‘Afterwords’, ‘Scintilla’, ‘The Bronx 
Times Reporter’ and ‘The Bronx Chronicle’ 
among many others.

The workshop is made possible through 
funding provided by the Bronx Council on 
the Arts through the Department of Cul-
tural Affairs’ Greater New York Arts De-
velopment Fund program. 

His ‘Standing Down: From Warrior to 
Civilian’, a reading and discussion series 
for veterans was held at local libraries last 
year. 

Various authors are slated to visit the 
workshop including Phil Klay, Iraq War 
Marine Corps. veteran and 2014 National 
Book Award winner; Kristina Shevory, 
peacetime Army veteran and freelance 
reporter for the New York Times and 
other publications; Matt Gallagher, Iraq 
War Army veteran, ‘Kaboom’ author 
and co-editor and contributor to ‘Fire 
and Forget: Short Stories from the Long 
War’; Nicole Goodwin, Iraq War Army 
veteran and published poet; Maurice 
Decaul, Iraq War Marine Corps. vet-
eran and published poet; Emily Brandt, 
daughter of Vietnam Air Force veteran 
and co-founding editor of ‘No, Dear’ 
magazine; Brandon Caro, Afghanistan 
Navy corpsman veteran and author of 
‘Old Silk Road’; Kara Krauze, Voices 
From War founder and published writer; 
Nathan Bradley Bethea, Afghanistan 
Army veteran and published writer and 
Steven Volynets, Ukrainian immigrant 
and published writer.

Light snacks will be provided by Big 
Deal Supermarket during the weekly work-
shop, Warneke confi rmed.

To register for the Craft of War Writing 
workshop, visit www.voicesfromwar.org.

For more information, contact Voices 
From War at info@voicesfromwar.org or 
Tellez-Cardona at (718) 931-0636.

 Craft of War Writing 
Workshop at MP Library

Craft of War Writing instructor Jeremy Warneke (back, c) to his right Nate Bethea, co-instructor at 
the 14th Street Y Workshop in Manhattan and Kara Krauze (2nd on left), Voices From War founder with 
participants at last November’s ‘An Evening of Creative Writing by Veterans’ event.  
                                               Photo by Yana Kusayeva
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CBs submit FY 
2017 budget needs

Reconstruction of the north side of Pelham Park-
way is the top priority for CB11. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The 12 Bronx community board mem-

berships recently forwarded their requests 
for capital and expense budget proposals 
that they feel would benefi t their  commu-
nities

The preliminary register, which is re-
leased every January, is followed by a pub-
lished executive budget every April and a 
fi nal advisory after the budget and funding 
for certain proposals and requests are ad-
opted. 

The capital and expense budget esti-
mates the proposed agency spending for 
the upcoming fi scal year, based on the fi -
nancial plan which comprises each depart-
ment’s estimates, which usually takes place 
in November.

Between the Bronx community boards, 
over 200 proposals and requests were sub-
mitted. 

As an overview, here are some of the top 
Fiscal Year 2017 capital and expense budget 
proposals for each of the borough’s boards:

The number one request for south Bronx 
board CB1 is to fund construction of a new 
STEM-Business, K-12 School at 425 Grand 
Concourse, the former site of P.S. 31, which 
was built in 1899 and demolished last year.

CB2, another south Bronx board, sub-
mitted the installation of LED street light-
ing at various intersections throughout the 
district as a top priority, including inter-
sections at Bruckner Boulevard, Southern 
Boulevard and Westchester Avenue. The 
borough commissioner’s offi ce is currently 
reviewing the request.

The number one request for south Bronx 
board CB3, was the reconstruction of South-
ern Boulevard from Jennings Street to East 
174th Street, which is needed because of the 
deteriorated condition of the street, accord-
ing to the board. 

The project will also include a trunk wa-
ter main and sewer line replacements. 

CB3 is also recommending that the NYC 
Department of Design and Construction 
consider expanding the existing scope of 
this project’s work to include NYC Depart-
nent of Transportation funding for curb to 
curb street re-surfacing as well as new curb 
and sidewalk improvements and new street 
lamp-post installations along the Southern 
Boulevard corridor. 

The project is being funded by the NYC 
Department of Environmental Protection, 
per the 2010 Borough Consultation hear-
ings.

CB4, a west  Bronx board, submitted the 
construction of the East 153rd Street Bridge 
as their number one request. 

Residents within the confi nes of CB4 
have requested the re-construction of this 
cable stayed bridge for over 20 years. DOT 
has requested funding for this project.

The number one priority for CB5, which 

includes Fordham, Morris Heights and Mt. 
Hope, was the construction of a new 46th 
Precinct facility. 

The current facility is old, dilapidated 
and archaic, according to residents. How-
ever, at this time, NYPD’s funding con-
straints, project capacity and priorities 
rule out including this project.

Another CB5 request is the installion of 
an elevator and/or and escalator at the IRT 
#4 Burnside Avenue elevated station, which 
poses a challenge for disabled individuals, 
people with carriages, strollers and seniors 
who need to access the station platform. 

Currently, the community has submitted 
over 1,000 petition signatures, but accord-
ing to the Transit Authority this request 
has not been recommended for funding.

CB6, which includes Belmont and West 
Farms, submitted the construction of ad-
ditional schools, the providing of capital 
funding for district wide park improve-
ment projects and funds for the renovation 
of fi rehouses as its top needs. 

Additional new  schools to relieve stu-
dent crowding was targeted, while addi-
tional parks funding would improve and re-
pair parks that sorely need rehabilitation.

 Funding for fi rehouses would benefi t 
engine companies #46 and #88 that were 
built over a century ago and are in dire 
need of major upgrades.

Ivine Galarza, district manager from CB 
6, also brought up Mapes Filed and Quarry 
Road Park as major priorities.

“These parks are both in dire need for 

Continued on page 8
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BRONX YMCA | 2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx NY 10473 | 212.912.2490 

Our Sports Camp is designed to enhance various sports skills and fundamentals in age-
appropriate groups. Through the coaching and support of camp staff with backgrounds or ed-

ucation in sports, campers will learn the history, rules and key skills of different sports; all 
while practicing their techniques in mini-games. In addition, campers will explore the values of 

teamwork, good sportsmanship and strong work ethics. Sports Camp is divided into two age 
groups: 8-9 & 10-11. 

Cost per 2 week session: Member: $470 Non-Member: $490 

*Spaces are limited 

Our Swim Camp helps children develop important swimming skills and a lifetime love of the wa-
ter, while instilling values around water safety and responsibility. Swim Camp is divided into two 
age groups: 8-9 & 10-11. The key components of Swim Camp are: • Swimmers are given an op-
portunity to build swimming skills • Stroke development and training is tailored by age and skills 
level • Swim campers participate in core traditional camp activities • Activities and interactions 
emphasize building self-esteem and self-confidence. 

*Cost per 2 week session: Member: $470 Non-Member: $490 

*Spaces are limited 
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serious renovations and that has been the 
case for years,” Galarza said. “Mapes Field 
needs new bleachers, fencing, signage and 
new turf, especially considering the many 
little league teams that play there.”

Galarza also added that Quarry Road 
Park has had a longtime issue with wa-
ter fi ltration. “The little league teams, the 
community board, the residents - we all 
want this.”

The number one request for CB7, located 
in the west Bronx, was the allocation of 
funds for a full-service community center 
to include senior, youth and child care ser-
vices the former Bronx Library Center, lo-
cated at 2556 Bainbridge Avenue. 

The board’s  second priority is the allo-
cation of funding for additional schools to 
address overcrowding of students in School 
District 10.

In total, CB7 had 38 capital budget re-
quests and priorities, the most of any board 
in the Bronx.

CB8, located in the northwest Bronx, 
asked for  immediate repairs and up-
grades of several public schools, including 
M.S. 244, The Marie Curie High School for 
Medicine and P.S. 81, as their number one 
request, but the Department is not recom-
mending the projects at this time.

The number one request for CB9, which 
includes Castle Hill and Soundview, was to 
allocate funding for a study to construct and 
fund a recreational facility in El Parque de 
los Ninos, located at Morrison and Watson 

From page 6

CBs submit FY 2017 budget needs
avenues. 

The facility would be similar to the YMCA 
on Castle Hill Avenue and the Kips Bay Boys 
and Girls Club on Randall Avenue. 

Its number two request is to reconstruct 
various streets within CB9.

CB10, an east Bronx board, submitted 
their number one request as dredging of 
Hammond Cove Marina, due to the diffi cul-
ties that boats are experiencing both enter-
ing and leaving the channel due to silting. 

The responsible agency, Department of 
Parks and Recreation, is studying the is-
sue.

“Hopefully they can get started on this 
project, because it’s been an issue for quite 
a few years now,” said CB10 chairman Mar-
tin Prince. 

The top three requests for CB11, which 
includes Morris Park and Pelham Park-
way, were funding for the reconstruction 
of the north side of Pelham Parkway, the 
rehabilitation of the Peace Memorial Plaza 
and the rehabilitation of Pelham Parkway 
parkland. 

The Pelham Parkway graay area reha-
bilitation would focus on replanting foliage 
and improving paths, pedestrian walks, 
sidewalks and curbs.

CB12, located in the northt Bronx, sub-
mitted its top request to facilitate the con-
version of 1250 E. 229th Street into a YMCA-
operated youth center. 

Its number two priority was to allocate 
funding for the construction of an extenu-
ation to P.S. 19 to alleviate student over-
crowding.

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Community advocacy over noise at a 

police range and detonation facility in Pel-
ham Bay Park is getting louder.  

The City Island Civic Association’s re-
ceived a response from William Bratton, 
NYPD commissioner, reaffi rming plans 
for noise abatement at the police training 
range and bomb squad facility at Rodman’s 
Neck. 

The facility is slated to undergo a major 
$150 million renovation. 

The civic group has been advocating for 
the installation of sound barriers to miti-
gate the effects of range noise for over two 
decades, according to CICA board mem-
bers. 

In Bratton’s letter to CICA president Bill 
Stanton dated Wednesday, March 16, he 
went into specifi cs about the department’s 
plans for sound blocking technologies at 
the range that are part of a larger plan “to 
modernize the facility and transform it into 
a state-of-the-art training location.”   

“We will work with the designers to con-
sider all sound mitigation technologies, in-
cluding installation of an overhead baffl e 
system with enhanced sound proofi ng and 
ballistic sidewalls which will reduce noise 
considerably” stated the commissioner in 
the letter. 

The letter referenced the use of an ex-

Rodman’s Neck sound has NYPD’s ears
isting electronic notifi cation system, No-
tify NYC, to provide real time notifi cations 
prior to bomb squad detonations, a request 
that CICA board members had also made of 
the police department. 

The initial reaction among the activists 
calling for sound attenuation was cautious 
optimism that this time sound baffl ing will 
come to fruition.

This was the fi rst time the commissioner 
has put in writing specifi c plans to address 
sound abatement at Rodman’s Neck, said 
John Dolye, CICA board member. 

“It was very specifi c on the sound abate-
ment matters, which is good; but then 
again, these pledges have been made for 20 
years,” said Doyle

He said that the civic is looking for a 
timeline as to when the sound attenuation 
part of the project can begin. 

The CICA’s hope is the sound abatement 
is the fi rst thing done as part of that recon-
struction project, said Barbara Dolensek, 
CICA vice-president. 

“The sound abatement should really 
come fi rst or be addressed during the con-
struction,” she said. “We have been waiting 
for 25 years or more.” 

Councilman James Vacca sought a time-
line as part of his questioning of the com-
missioner at a city council public safety 
hearing on Monday, March 21, and Dolensek 

Most of the Rodman’s Neck peninsula in Pelham Bay Park is a restricted area.               
                                 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

commended the councilman’s “strong ef-
fort” in pushing for a timeline. 

Vacca said the commissioner explained 
that a consultant was studying the cost 
of sound baffl ing at Rodman’s Neck, and 
should have a number in time for the re-
lease of the mayor’s executive budget in 
mid- April. 

At that time, Vacca said that he would 

include funding for the noise reduction 
equipment. 

“I am pushing for a timeline,” said the 
councilman, adding as part of the range re-
building, issues with lead contamination, 
which he said have also lingered for years, 
should be addressed. 

The NYPD commissioner is providing 
details on Rodman’s Neck sound baffl ing. 
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out notifying the parents of these changes, 
creating a poor learning environment for 
the students, they added.

“I’m convinced that Ralph (Martinez) 
took the position of principal with the in-
tention of dismantling the school,” said 
Ron Rivera, the school’s former principal 
for seven years before he retired in Septem-
ber 2010. 

“He came here to dismiss staff and re-
move the school from its existence - that’s 
what his intention is. He sees a school that 
he thinks is ‘struggling’ and he considers 
it a loss.”

Rivera said that he’d only been retired 
one week when he started receiving calls 
from staff, citing harassment, verbal and 
psychological abuse from Martinez. One 
teacher even took a leave of absence to 
check into a psychiatric center.

“This school had a successful, progres-
sive, team-building atmosphere where all 
of the teachers were happy to be - now ev-
erybody wants to leave,” Rivera added.

Rivera said before his time as principal, 
students scored only 20 percent on their 
English, Language Arts & Math state tests, 
but after he took over that number rose to 
about 70 to 80 percent. 

He said he only had about a 1 or 2 percent 
teacher turnover rate, compared to Marti-
nez’s current 95 out of 145 teachers that 
have been moved.

Principal blasts P.S. 89 situation

(l-r) Kathy Cole, Iris Rosario and Maria Guzzone during last month’s rally at P.S. 89. 
                                              Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

From page 1
According to Rivera, Martinez is forc-

ing teachers to sign petitions against other 
teachers or else become his next victim.

Teachers are not the only ones who have 
been shut out. 

Former parent coordinator Francine 
Palmiery, who was was a  respected icon in 
the community, was pushed out. 

Assistant principal Karen Shapiro, who 
brought in many programs and grants, 
including over $250,000 to renovate the 
school’s library and auditorium, was also 
let go.

Martinez is also charged with violat-
ing student’s Individualized Education 
Program, according to many parents and 
teachers.

The removal of so many teachers has in-
terfered with student IEPs.

The students depend on particular teach-
ers and teaching assistants to help them 
with special educational needs such as at-
tention-defi cit hyperactivity disorder and 
autism, among other learning disabilities.

“There are so many violations going on 
at this school - it’s absolute madness,” said 
parent Iris Rosario, who ran for president 
of the parents association, but claims she 
was denied the position due to a ballot box 
stuffi ng. 

“It’s unfortunate that the only person 
who has control of this situation is the one 
who is causing it,” she said.

“There is a lot of corruption going on at 
this school,” said former teacher Jeffrey Lo-

sak, who taught at the school for 18 years 
and specialized in special education. “He 
bribes, he manipulates - and the school is 
suffering as a result.”

“I loved my job, whether I worked over-
time or in the summers - it didn’t matter be-
cause it was all about helping the students 
learn,” said Maria Guzzone, the school’s 
former guidance counselor for 16 years. 
“This is a sad scenario - I didn’t want to be-
lieve that this was the reality, or that this 
was even possible for a school setting.”

Guzzone stated that in 2013, shortly af-
ter fi ling a complaint about Martinez, she 
received the fi rst unsatisfactory rating of 
her career. 

As a result of the chaos at P.S. 89, Guz-
zone was diagnosed with post traumatic 
stress disorder. “I am still in contact with 
teachers there - and everyone is afraid to 
speak up.”

“There should be an anonymous peti-
tion sheet for parents, teachers and even 
students to complain about him,” said a for-
mer teacher of P.S. 89 who wished to remain 
anonymous to avoid any confrontations 
with Martinez in the future.

The rally demanding the immediate out-
ster of principal Martinez took place out-
side of P.S. 89 on Thursday, March 17.

Martinez did not reply to the Bronx 
Times requests for  comment.

49th Precinct conducts three outreach events

(Right) Crime Prevention Offi cers Kelly (l) and 
Medera man a table on Wednesday, March 30 dur-
ing the 49th Precinct Outreach event. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 49th Precinct reached out to the 

community with three events designed 
to encourage and promote positive police-
community relations. 

Three Anti Crime and Quality of Life 
Community Outreach Initiative outings 
were held around the precinct from Tues-
day, March 29 to Thursday, March 31. 

The outreach took place in Bronx Park 
East, Pelham Parkway and Morris Park.  

According to the precinct’s command-
ing offi cer, it was developed as a ‘pre-Na-
tional Night Out’ event. NNO is an an-

nual celebration of police and community 
togetherness, and crime prevention, that 
takes place nationwide every August. 

“We are trying to get ahead of the curve 
being that the National Night Out is at the 
end of the summer,” stated 49th Precinct 
captain Keith Walton. 

“By looking at our resources at a pre-
cinct level and tapping into our greatest 
resource of all, the community, we are 
(listening) to their concerns and their in-
terests in seeing more uniformed mem-
bers in their neighborhoods and in the 
most problematic locations.” 

Another goal of the four-nine’s own ef-
fort was to reach out and expand police 
presence in sensitive areas, as well as to 
sign people up for the NYPD’s Community 
Partnership Program, stated Walton. The 
department’s Community Affairs Bureau 
runs CPP. 

“It’s important for the community to 
see that we are 100 percent committed 
to their safety and to try to expand upon 
our Community Partner Program,” said 
the captain.  “We can never do enough 
with our community partners and we al-
ways want to expand and explore new av-
enues.” 

Joe Thompson, the 49th Precinct’s 
Community Council president, said that 
events like the precinct’s initiative do 
make a real impact when it comes to im-

proving police and community relations. 
Thompson said that the police depart-

ment is making a major effort to change 
their image in many communities, and 
that better relations is a way they are 
bringing crime down. 

No matter how much personnel is de-
ployed, said Thompson, unless police get 
into the inner workings of the community, 
crime will really continue to persist. 

Events like these have a gradual impact 
in breaking down barriers between police 
and community, and it helps to the com-
munity to see cops as people who have a 
job to do and are not different in any other 
regard to them. 

“The community sees that these are 
people just like me,” said Thompson. 

A member of the 49th Precinct Clergy 
Council said he was inspired to see a 
public roll call and prayer invocation in 
a park on Tuesday, March 29 at Britton 
Street near Barker Avenue. 

“There were a lot of children in the 
park at that time and they were asking 
questions,” he said. 

“This is important in getting the gen-
eration coming up to see that the police 
are not their enemies, ” he added.

Events were also held at Pelham Park-
way and White Plains Road and the Mor-
ris Park Community Association on suc-
cessive days. 

If you are interested in learning more 

It’s important for the 
community to see that 

we are 100 percent 
committed to their safety 
and to try to expend upon 

our Community Partner 
Program.
Keith Walton

49th Precinct Captain

about the NYPD’s Community Partner-
ship Program and becoming a partner, 
call the precinct’s community affairs of-
fi ce at (718) 918-2025. 
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JOIN US FOR ONE OF THE  WILDEST EVENTS IN NY AND MAKE TRACKS FOR WILDLIFE!

8TH ANNUAL 5K RUN  AND
FAMILY FUN RUN/WALK

SATURDAY

APRIL 30, 2016
SAVE $5 COURTESY OF THE 
BRONX TIMES REPORTER
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HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:

 � Exclusive access to the Bronx Zoo prior to        
public opening.

 � Registration fee includes complimentary          
Bronx Zoo general admission and parking–            
run and stay for the day.

 � Free post-run activities, refreshments and 
entertainment for all ages including a silent disco!

 � Great way to build corporate and family teams 
and show how much you love wildlife!

 � Your participation and fundraising efforts will 
support the Wildlife Conservation Society’s 
global mission. 

  PRESENTED BY                      FEATURED SPONSORS

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

TO REGISTER OR DONATE, GO TO

WCSRUNFORTHEWILD.ORG
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