
BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A new coffee shop is set to open 

in an up and coming area of the 
borough.

‘Filtered’, a coffee shop and 
eatery located at 2430 3rd Avenue, 
between East 134th Street and 3rd 
Avenue, is ready to offi cially open 
its doors to the public on Saturday, 
April 2.

Along with coffee, of course, 
the shop will serve different types 
of tea and hot chocolate, as well as 
danish and pastries, including ba-

gels and yogurt. 
Sandwiches will be offered in 

the near future. Free WiFi is also 
in the plan.

Filtered focus on open mic and 
spoken word performances to 
bring arts and culture to the area.

The coffee shop is owned by 
Aaron Baird and Karen Paul, who 
also own three other coffee shop 
locations in Manhattan, including 
another Filtered, located at 1616 
Amsterdam Avenue near City Col-

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Two zoning initiatives cham-

pioned by the de Blasio adminis-
tration, designed to encourage the 
creation of affordable and senior 
housing, cleared the City Council 
after several modifi cations. 

In its fi nal form, the two zon-
ing initiatives known as Zoning 
for Quality and Affordability and 
Mandatory Inclusionary Zoning 
ended up garnering widespread, 
though sometimes tepid support, 
among many of the borough’s 
elected offi cials after some had 
initially expressed skepticism 
and opposition. 

Both bills passed the City 
Council on Tuesday, March 22. 

Some borough city council 
members were able to modify the 
way the plans affected their dis-
tricts. 

Others voted for the plans after 
changes were made that raised the 
probability for more affordable 
housing if re-zonings or zoning 
variances are made in communi-
ties that are vulnerable to gentri-
fi cation. 

These changes lowered the 
Area Median Income threshold 
for affordable housing under MIH, 
creating opportunities for apart-
ments on lower rungs of the in-
come ladder if a re-zoning is done 
or a project is not as-of-right. 

Borough President Ruben 
Diaz, Jr. stated that the way the 
plans were fi rst presented to local 
community boards was fl awed, 
and that he felt that community, 
many of whom had opposed ZQA 
and MIH, should have been given 
a chance to voice their opinions 
on the revised plans before the 
council voted. 

Nevertheless, the borough 
president stated that he was 
pleased to see the progress that 
had been made on the affordabil-
ity spectrum. 

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Following a string of thuggish 

behavior on the Lehman 
Campuses, the NYC Department 

of Education has hired an 
assistant principal of Security to 

oversee the six schools.
The permanent position pro-

vides a point person to specifi cally 
address safety and discipline con-
cerns within the schools. 

As previously reported by 
the Bronx Times, Lehman Edu-
cational Campus experienced 
a week-long spree of false fi re 
alarms from Monday, Novem-
ber 30 to Thursday, December 3, 

that were pulled to advance pre-
planned street brawls.

Thousands of students fl ooded 
into the streets around the school. 
Few students returned to class on 
those days.

Social media and cell phones 
were used to alert the student 
body to the rowdy activity in 
Westchester Square.

The new security chief ap-
pointment is just one part of a 
greater plan to enhance a sense of 
community among the campuses 
and end discord.

To stem the student violence 
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Remembering Happy Land
Last Friday, March 25, Community Board 6 joined relatives and friends of 
the victims of the Happy Land Social Club fi re in commemorating the 26th 
anniversary of this horrifi c arson which claimed 87 lives. Jessica Nunez 
holds rosaries for her father, Juan Jose Nunez and her cousins, Aida Mar-
garita Martinez and Marisol Martinez who she loss in the inferno.  
  Photo by Laura Stone

NYC DOE tries to stem 
poor behaviour

LEHMAN HIRES
SECURITY CHIEF

Mayor’s 
zoning passes 
City Council

Coffee shop set to open 
in Mott Haven
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A new guide for veterans 

offering information about 
a plethora of different ser-
vices and resources was un-
veiled this week. 

The kick-off ceremony 
for the Bronx Veteran & 
Military Resource Guide, 
which wiil be available both 
at local community boards 
and also online, was held at 
the Samuel Young Ameri-
can Legion Post 620 on Mon-
day, March 28. 

The guide includes in-
formation on a variety of 
topics including education, 
employment, entrepreneur-
ship, housing, mental health 
and veterans discounts and 
organizations. 

Borough President Ruben 
Diaz, Jr.’s Bronx Veterans 
Advisory Council developed 
it. The group is comprised of 
veterans from local commu-
nities. Its chairman is Joe 
Mondello. 

Diaz addressed the gath-
ering of our nations he-
roes to celebrate the book’s 
release, saying that he is 
proud to support veterans 
who have given so much for 
the safety and security of 
the nation. 

“It is my hope that this 
guide will serve as a key re-
source for both veterans and 

service providers across the 
borough, and I encourage 
our servicemen and service-
women to take advantage of 
the ‘Bronx Veteran & Mili-
tary Resource Guide,’ said 
Diaz. 

Diaz’s VAC performs a 
variety of things, said Mon-
dello, including helping 
to create the Bronx Veter-
ans Court, an initiative to 
help veterans charged with 
crimes get back on track; 
toy and turkey drives for 
veteran families around the 
holidays; and a breakfast 
honoring veterans during 
BronxWeek, said Mondello.  

The creation of the guide 
was an effort to coordinate 
information that would be 
useful to veterans across 
the borough, he said, adding 
that the concept for a guide 
was fi rst conceived in early 
2015. 

“Community boards are 
your fi rst point of interac-
tion when you move into the 
neighborhood,” said Mon-
dello, adding  “We felt it was 
our responsibility to pro-
vide veterans with resource 
information.” 

“This is a great start,” 
said Salimbene of the fi nal 
product, added that he sug-
gested that child care ser-
vices be included, as it can 

sometimes eliminate a bar-
rier for veterans seeking 
employment. 

Pat Devine, another vet-
erans advocate with four de-
cades of experience, received 
an award from the Bronx 
Veterans Advisory Council 
during the ceremony for his 
service. 

Among the dignitar-
ies attending the event 
who also addressed the 
veterans were Loree Su-
ton, commissioner of the 
Mayor’s Offi ce of Veteran 
Affairs; Jamal Othman. 
Deputy Director at NYS 
Division of Veterans’ Af-
fairs and Shawn Kings-
ton, Bronx VA Medical 
Center. 

On hand to learn more 
about the resource guide 
were representatives from 
community boards 2, 3, 6, 
7, 8, 10 and 12. 

Elected offi cials who 
sent representatives to the 
meeting included Senator 
Gustavo Rivera, Assem-
blyman Marcos Crespo, 
Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto, Assemblyman 
Michael Blake and Coun-
cilman James Vacca.  

To fi nd the guide online, 
visit the borough presi-
dent’s website at http://
on.nyc.gov/1XY8nIr. 

New veterans 
resource guide

The cover of Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.’s offi ce’s Veteran and Military Resource Guide. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Diaz’s offi ce

NYPD drawing depicting one of the suspects. Courtesy of NYPD

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Police are in  a race 

against time to keep jog-
gers feeeling safe.

A 29-year old male jog-
ging alone through Van 
Cortlandt Park was at-
tacked by two men last 
Tuesday on March 22.

One man distracted the 
victim so the other could 
punch him in the face with 
an unknown object which 
caused a deep cut on the 
victims right cheek, ac-
cording to DCPI.

The incident took place 
at about 7:15 p.m as the jog-
ger ran along the Putnam 
Trail in Van Cortlandt 
Park.

After the suspects at-
tacked the victim they ran 
northward on the trail ac-
cording to NYPD.

No arrests have been 
made at this time, and the 
investigation is ongoing 
according to DCPI. 

The suspect who 
punched the victim is de-
scribed as a man between 
20 and 30 years old with a 
small afro and a slim build 
standing at approximately 
6 foot 1.

He was last seen wear-
ing a red hooded sweater 
according to offi cers.

The other suspect is 
also described as man 
between the ages of 20 
and 30 wearing a hooded 

sweater.
Christina Taylor, exec-

utive director of Friends 
of Van Cortlandt Park, 
calls the incident a “very 
rare occurrence.”

She says after work-
ing in the park for 15 
years this is the fi rst act 
of violence she has heard 
of, aside from one or two 
muggings in which the 
victims were not hurt. 

Even so, Taylor says 
she has had many people 
tell her they will no longer 
be running in the park af-
ter daylight hours.

Some runners have 
even told her they will 
only be exercising in large 
groups from now on.

“I want to let people 
know the park is ex-
tremely safe,” said Taylor, 
who doesn’t want to see 
runners giving up on the 
park.

“If you respond to an 
isolated act of violence 
that way you can’t go any-
where,” she said. 

Although these in-
cidents are rare, The 
Friends of Van Cortlandt 
Parks is pushing for 
NYPD to increase secu-
rity in the area by having 
park enforcement patrol 
the park on a more regu-
lar basis. 

“If they make their 
presence more known 

maybe it will deter these 
things from happening,” 
said Taylor, who says 
there is currently no set 
schedule for how many 
times per day the park is 
patrolled.

She says cops on pa-
trol usually come if a 
disturbance is reported, 
but after 4 p.m. the num-
ber of police on patrol 
drops. “Most work the 8 
to 4 shift,” said Taylor “I 
would like to have a more 
regular NYPD presence 
later in the day when more 
things like this are likely 
to happen.”

The executive director 
said that more lighting 
particular in the area that 
the incident happened 
would also be helpful. 

There are over 20 miles 
of hiking trails through-
out the park, and many 
of the trails are in the 
woods, but last Tuesday’s 
incident occurred on a 
path that is not set back, 
and that many runners 
use frequently. 

Although the foot traf-
fi c is heavy, the area is not 
well-lit.

Despite these concerns 
Christina still advises 
people to enjoy the park.

“ It’s so beautiful, 
there’s so much to do,” 
said Christina, “I con-
tinue to walk by myself.” 

VCP jogger attacked; 
other runners fearful 



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
About 300 students who were eligible 

to vote this year were encouraged to reg-
ister during a recent registration drive 
at a local high school. 

Students in the senior class at Leh-
man High School were urged to sign up 
and exercise their right to vote during 
Student Voter Registration Day on Fri-
day, March 16. 

The registration drive was held in 
conjunction with the Latino Leadership 
Institute and Councilman James Vacca, 
and was part of a larger city-wide voter 
registration initiative of March 16 that 
sought to sign up 17- and 18-year-olds in 
schools across the fi ve boroughs. 

This is the second year that students 
at the high school, located on the Leh-
man campus, were involved in the ef-
fort, said James Rodriguez, a retired 
teacher who coordinates enrichments 
events at Lehman High School. 

The most common barrier to voting 
among Lehman students usually cen-
ter on language, said Rodriguez, adding 
that many students speak English as a 
second language. 

“The obstacles are basically access 
and awareness, and within that would 
be language,” he said, adding that one 
of the overall goals of the state curricu-
lum is to educate young people about the 

importance of their participation in the 
democratic process. 

For the second consecutive year, 
Vacca has spoken to the students about 
the importance of voting and about civ-
ics in general during the drive. 

Zuaira Khan, a student who is Vac-
ca’s appointee to the NYC Youth Coun-

cil, also spoke during the assembly held 
in the school’s auditorium, said Rodri-
guez. 

In a year when students could poten-
tially vote in the November presidential 
election, explained Vacca, it could be an 
especially good time to get 17-year-olds 
involved in government and civics.  

If they turn 18-years-old on or before 
Election Day, and they register, they can 
vote for president, and the same holds 
true for the upcoming congressional 
primary in June and a primary for New 
York State elected offi cials in Septem-
ber. 

He hopes that these youngsters get 
interested now. 

“Registration is only half the battle, 
we have got to get our young people in-
volved in government and civics and get 
them to vote,” said Vacca. “They are our 
future.” 

In addition to the upcoming presiden-
tial election, students should also be en-
couraged to learn more about their local 
representatives in the U.S. Congress, 
NYS Senate, the NYS Assembly and NYC 
City Council, said the councilman. 

“I think many people don’t realize 
that their votes are also very important 
in local races too,” said Vacca. 

In addition to stressing voting on the 
local level, the councilman said that he 
cited some classic examples of  times 
when a handful of votes made a differ-
ence, including in the 2000 presidential 
race where 537 votes in Florida made the 
difference out of millions of votes cast. 

Last year’s Student Voter Registra-
tion Day registered over 2,000 students 
to vote citywide. 
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36 Month IRA CD
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Lehman High School voter drive

(l-r) Ricardo Concepcion of The Latino Leadership Institute; James Rodriguez, Lehman High School; 
Councilman James Vacca; John Powers, Lehman High School principal; Zuaira Khan, Councilman 
James Vacca’s appointment to the NYC Youth Council and Augusto Alarcon of The Latino Leadership 
Institute during Lehman’s voter registration drive. Photo courtesy of Councilman Vacca’s offi ce



“While the housing deal 
does not go as far to assist 
the low-income community 
as many of us had hoped, it 
is an encouraging step in 
the right direction,” stated 
Diaz, who commended the 
City Council for address-
ing some issues brought 
up relating to parking and 
greater affordability. 

The borough president 
stated he still remains con-
cerned that the changes to 
what is considered afford-
able housing may do “noth-
ing to encourage developers 
to create units that would 
maintain our professionals 
and foster socio-economic 
diversity.” 

Councilman Rafael Sal-
amanca, whose district en-
compasses Hunts Point and 
neighboring communities, 
said that the plan will allow 
the city council member 
who represents the district 
increased latitude in set-
ting income requirements 
for affordable housing that 
may be part of future devel-
opments. 

They just have to aver-
age to 60 percent of AMI, 
and some could be 40 per-
cent or lower, he said. A 40 
percent AMI for a family 
of four is currently around 
$86,000 per year. 

“This plan allows resi-
dents in the community to 
have access to apartments 
and afford them,” he said, 
adding that in if the plan 
were not passed, developers 
could build housing without 
consideration to the afford-
ability needs of people al-
ready in that community. 

The plan could have the 
effect of mitigating the im-
pact of gentrifi cation, he 
said. 

Councilman James 
Vacca said that he was 
able to ensure that height 
requirements were left in 
place in the Lower Density 
Growth Management Area 
in Community Board 10. 

He added that he was 
also able to negotiate the 
removal of a number of 
transit zones from CB 11 
that would have allowed for 
greater larger scale devel-
opment, as well as requir-
ing a Uniform Land Use 
Review Procedure for new 
nursing home facilities in 
that community board. 

“I made it clear that that 
unless changes like this 
were made, I was not going 
to be for it,” said Vacca. 

In general ZQA and MIH 
allows for waivers when 
it comes to parking and 
height limits on new senior 
developments and nursing 

homes.  It also encourages 
higher-density building 
along subway lines. 

However, Vacca said that 
most of his district is R-5 or 
lower, and those waivers 
to height and parking are 
geared towards R-6 zones 
or higher, and some areas 
also are not available in CB 
10 because of LDGMA. 

“What a lot of people 
don’t understand is that 
this does not mean that 
they are going to build 
low-income housing,” said 
Vacca. “A set aside of a cer-
tain number of units have 
to be affordable if there is 
a rezoning, but my entire 
district was rezoned neigh-
borhood by neighborhood 
since 2003.”

It might take decades 
before the full effects of the 
plans are seen, said George 
Torres, CB 12 district man-
ager, who added that he 
does not believe that it will 
foster enough economic di-
versity in individual com-
munities.

It would have been bet-
ter for the community 
boards to be given more 
time to review the plan, but 
now that it is law, the hope 
is that it works out for com-
munities and the city, said 
Adaline Walker-Santiago, 
CB 7 chairwoman. 

Lehman immediately 
changed its policy on cell 
phone use.  No phones are 
allowed in the school.

“The phones were be-
ing used to organize fi ghts” 
said Councilman  James 
Vacca “Now that this has 
been addressed and the new 
hire has been completed it 
shows that the DOE is seri-
ous.”

Other new changes in-
clude the development of a 
parent welcome center, a 
newly formed Student Ad-
visory Council, and the 
launch of a campus-wide 
newsletter. 

Marvin Elliot, the AP 
of security, comes into the 
new post with more than 10 
years of experience in edu-

cation. 
He previously served as 
Dean at the Frederick 

Douglass Academy, and 
most recently served as the 
student support manager 

at the Urban Assembly 
School for Law and Justice. 

Councilman James 
Vacca feels the new hire 
was extremely necessary to 
coordinate efforts between 
all the campuses.

“I thought it was a 
no brainer,” said Vacca, 
“There shouldn’t be a ques-
tion of who is in charge.”

Vacca says Elliot will be 
the point person on all se-
curity measures and will 
work closely with the six 
principals from the various 
schools within the campus.

The councilman thinks 

that having six different 
heads created confusion, 
because the authorities 
didn’t know who to reach 
out to when trouble ensued. 

“Having a point per-
son was something I in-
sisted upon,” said the 
coucilman, “I’m glad the 
Chancellor (of the DOE) 
followed up.” 

Vacca has visited the 
schools since the changes 
were implemented and al-
ready sees improvement 
in the school’s tone.

He said the entrance-
way to Lehman is much 
more organized, and of-
fi ces have been repainted. 

“Security issues are 
being addressed, but we 
still have some work to 
do,” said Vacca. 
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Lehman hires security chief; DOE 
tries to stem poor behaviour

Disorder at the Lehman Educational Campus near Westchester Square spurred new security mea-
sures. Walter Pofeldt

Mayor’s zoning passes City
Council; met with tepid reaction

This plan allows 
residents in the 

community to have 
access to apartments 

and afford them.

Rafael Salamanca

Councilman
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HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:

 � Exclusive access to the Bronx Zoo prior to        
public opening.

 � Registration fee includes complimentary          
Bronx Zoo general admission and parking–            
run and stay for the day.

 � Free post-run activities, refreshments and 
entertainment for all ages including a silent disco!

 � Great way to build corporate and family teams 
and show how much you love wildlife!

 � Your participation and fundraising efforts will 
support the Wildlife Conservation Society’s 
global mission. 

  PRESENTED BY                      FEATURED SPONSORS

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

TO REGISTER OR DONATE, GO TO

WCSRUNFORTHEWILD.ORG
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
Parkchester South Con-

dominium owners fi ghting 
a ‘draconian’ maintenance 
fee increase will have their 
day in court.

Assemblyman Luis Sep-
úlveda and Senator Ruben 
Diaz, Sr. fi led a lawsuit 
in Bronx Supreme Court 
on Wednesday, March 23 
against Parkchester South 
Condominium’s manage-
ment regarding the recent 
imposition of a 15.19% 
maintenance fee increase 
for PSC owners.

Last Friday, March 25, 
Supreme Court Justice 
Ruben Franco ordered 
Parkchester South Man-
agement to take no steps 
in evicting unit owners for 
failing to pay the 15.19% 
from February 1 until or af-
ter April 4, pending a court 
hearing on that date.

Judge Elizabeth Taylor 
will preside over this Mon-
day, April 4 court hearing 
at Bronx Supreme Court, 

according to Sepúlveda.
After collecting $15 each 

from condo owners to cover  
legal costs, the legislators 
fi led the lawsuit in Bronx 
State Supreme Court this 
past Wednesday to block 
the increases and require 
an independent forensic au-
dit of management’s books 
and expenses.

Further, the suit charges 
that management has failed 
to provide an accounting 
and backup documentation 
of the bidding process used, 
to select the contractor or 
contractors who performed 
the repairs, to demonstrate 
to individual unit owners 
that management used the 
most cost effective course 
for the repairs, to honor its 
fi duciary duty to give in-
dividual owners a way to 
readily review the condo-
minium’s books, to provide 
an independently audited 
review of the relevant fi -
nancial records, to provide 
a full explanation of and 

justifi cation for the compu-
tations employed and their 
underlying methodology in 
determining the increases 
imposed on owners or to 
use an objective and inde-
pendent accounting fi rm 

to ensure individual own-
ers can review a proper au-
dit for the last three years 
including revenues and 
expenditures relevant to 
these increases.

“We will be vigilant in 

defending the hardwork-
ing owners and residents 
from these astronomical 
monthly increases, ones 
they not only cannot afford, 
but which are mired in se-
crecy,” said Diaz, a PSC 
owner and lead plaintiff in 
the lawsuit.

The Sepulveda said 
Parkchester South’s man-
agement stated the in-
creased maintenance fees 
are meant to offset the cost 
of PSC’s structural repairs.

He explained that the 
lawsuit is searching for any 
possible instances of mis-
management or unlawful 
dealings from PSC’s man-
agement.

“What we want to know 
is why exactly management 
issued such a large increase 
over such a short amount of 
time instead of doing this 
gradually,” he added.

As previously reported 
by the Bronx Times, PSC 
explained the 15.19% tem-
porary maintenance fee 

hike was necessary to ad-
dress wide-spread water 
infi ltration and damage to 
the roof slab,  which needed 
immediate attention.

If not, this would result 
in ceiling collapses result-
ing in potential injuries, 
owner displacement and 
leaving units in a state of 
disrepair rendering them 
unsellable.

Once work is fi nished in 
2017, PSC’s board intends to 
revert the maintenance fee 
back to 2015 levels of 2.5%.

Due to the ongoing suit, 
a PSC spokesman could not 
comment further on the 
case, but insisted that man-
agement is being coopera-
tive.

Parkchester’s north and 
south condominiums are 
home to a substantial South 
Asian population consist-
ing of Pakistani, Bangla-
deshi and Indians. More 
than 20% of the population 
is comprised of African 
Americans and Latinos.

Parkchester South Condo owners sue mgmt.

Assemblyman Sepúlveda (l), Senator Diaz and Parkchester Condo-
minium owners voiced their opposition against the increased com-
mon charges at last month’s rally. Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Luis 
Sepúlveda

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Our Lady of Assumption 

Church is gearing up to open a 
new food pantry for locals. 

Daniel Thaler, music di-
rector at OLA, approached 
Fr. John Knapp with the idea 
about a year ago. 

Today, the pantry is just 
about ready to open its doors 
on Saturday, April 9.

Thaler says there is a great 
need for food pantries in the 
area, and that often times pan-
tries are forced to turn away 
needy patrons because of the 
large volume of people they 
need to serve with only limited 
resources.

“It’s sobering to hear the 
statistics,” said Thaler, “Most 
of these people have two or 
three jobs, they are work-
ing families that need assis-
tance.”

Thaler says the pantry will 
operate like a mini grocery 
store so that clients can pick 
out what they would like as they 
would in any marketplace. 

He described this model as 
a dignifi ed and respectful way 
for people to access food while 
at the same time eliminating 

waste so clients can choose 
what they really need and use 
on a regular basis.

The pantry will give three 
days of food for each person in 
the household each time a fam-
ily visits.

“It’s about developing rela-
tionships and treating people 

with dignity, not just - here’s a 
bag of food,” said Thaler.

The philanthropist hopes 
the pantry will serve as a way 
to get to know needy families in 
the neighborhood so the church 
can help them access other ser-
vices in the area with the even-
tual goal being self-suffi ciency.

The church will require ID 
and proof of residency from 
each person as well as a letter 
from the school or birth certif-
icate for each child. 

This way the organization 
can keep track of how much 
food goes in and out of the pan-
try.

OLA has been in contact 
with Councilman James Vac-
ca’s offi ce, and plans on intro-
ducing the program to Com-
munity Board 10 at the next 
meeting.

Thaler says the best way 
people can help the pantry is 
to make monetary donations 
because the parish purchases 
the food wholesale.

Many stores will sell food to 
the charity at cost, due to their 
status as a food pantry. 

“Giving money gives us 
more bang for the buck, but 
we also want to get people in-
volved,” said Thaler, “We are 
thinking of different fundrais-
ers, music evenings, and can 
drives for children to host.”

OLA says other parishes 
are anxious to come on board 
and help support the pantry. 

To donate go online to Ola-
helpinghands.org.

If you are in need of assis-
tance visit Our Lady of the 
Assumption Church on the 
corner of Mahan and Roberts 
avenues between 2 and 4 p.m. 
to register with the pantry. 
The entrance is on Mahan Av-
enue.

OLA set to open new food pantry

OLA is opening a new food pantry for the community. Courtesy of Daniel Thaler
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BRONX YMCA | 2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx NY 10473 | 212.912.2490 

Our Sports Camp is designed to enhance various sports skills and fundamentals in age-
appropriate groups. Through the coaching and support of camp staff with backgrounds or ed-

ucation in sports, campers will learn the history, rules and key skills of different sports; all 
while practicing their techniques in mini-games. In addition, campers will explore the values of 

teamwork, good sportsmanship and strong work ethics. Sports Camp is divided into two age 
groups: 8-9 & 10-11. 

Cost per 2 week session: Member: $470 Non-Member: $490 

*Spaces are limited 

Our Swim Camp helps children develop important swimming skills and a lifetime love of the wa-
ter, while instilling values around water safety and responsibility. Swim Camp is divided into two 
age groups: 8-9 & 10-11. The key components of Swim Camp are: • Swimmers are given an op-
portunity to build swimming skills • Stroke development and training is tailored by age and skills 
level • Swim campers participate in core traditional camp activities • Activities and interactions 
emphasize building self-esteem and self-confidence. 

*Cost per 2 week session: Member: $470 Non-Member: $490 

*Spaces are limited 



BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A ‘zombie house’ in 

Throggs Neck is back - 
but actually, it never left.

The abandoned home 
located at 3011 Schley 
Avenue, has plagued the 
community for years.

The below-street 
grade house is fi lled with 
garbage and debris that 
reaches up to two feet 
high and provides  a nest-
ing place for raccoons, 
skunks, squirrels, rats 
and mice.

The property has been 
neglected for years and is 
not secured.

Children, many from 
I.S. 192, have been spot-
ted entering the house. 

Neighbors say that 
kids who enter the home 
are using drugs, among 
other illicit activities. 
The green ‘X’ above the 
open front door has not 
deterred youngsters  
from entering.

The back of the prop-
erty is fl ooded with water 
at least a foot deep.

During the spring and 
summer months, mosqui-
tos breed in the stagnant 
water.The water situa-
tion is a particular con-
cern for neighbors, who 
worry about the growing 
Zika virus and the up-
coming West Nile virus 
season.

“The house is in limbo 
- it’s horrible,” said An-
gela Salamone, a long-
time resident of Logan 
Avenue who has been 
fi ghting this problem 
since 2007. “This situ-
ation has lasted far too 
long and I’m losing faith 
in our community lead-
ers, because nobody has 
done anything about 
this.”

“This is not just an 
eyesore - this is a safety 
issue,” said Margaret Al-
varez, who also lives on 
Logan Avenue. “What 
has to happen? Does a 
child need to get hurt or 
killed for somebody to 
wake up and do some-
thing about this?”

“Nothing ever hap-
pens with this property 
- where is the action?” 

said Louis Ragusa, a next 
door neighbor on Hol-
lywood Avenue who has 

lived there since 1986. 
“Here’s a quick and easy 
solution - give us a Cat-
erpillar and bulldoze 
the property, it would be 
the best thing for it.”

Ragusa added that 
I.S. 192, located just a 
block away at 650 Hol-
lywood Avenue between 
Randall and Philip av-
enues, should notify 
its parents so they can 
make sure their chil-
dren stay away from the 
property.

“Just watch - it’s go-
ing to take a kid get-
ting hurt or even worse, 
killed, for somebody 
who has power over the 
situation to do some-
thing,” Ragusa added.

Lynn Gerbino, pres-
ident of the Throggs 
Neck Homeowners As-
sociation, said, “I have 
done and will continue 
to do everything I can 
to assist the situation 
at hand - because this 

is just terrible. How can 
residents sell their homes 

with a house like that in 
the neighborhood?”

“Every few years, this 
zombie property seems 
to rise from the dead yet 
again,” said Senator Jeff 
Klein, who has worked 
extensively to clean up 
this abandoned prop-
erty over the last seven 
years. 

“Unfortunately, this 
is yet another example of 
why my zombie property 
legislation is necessary - 
as it will go a long way to-
wards helping neighbor-
hoods such as this one.”

Klein’s bill would re-
quire banks or loan ser-
vicing agents to maintain 
abandoned properties 
from the point they be-
come vacant, as well as 
create a statewide regis-
try of vacant properties 
and establish a toll-free 
hotline for residents to 
report properties.

J.P. Morgan Chase, 
who currently owns the 
property, could not be 
reached for comment. 
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‘Zombie house’ rises from the dead 

The front of 3011 Schley Avenue. Community News Group / Steven 
Goodstein

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
The New York Landmarks 

Conservancy recently an-
nounced the winners of the 2016 
Lucy G. Moses Preservation 
Awards. 

The iconic High Bridge con-
necting the Bronx to Manhat-
tan will be recognized at an 
Thursday, April 28 ceremony 
as an outstanding restoration 
project.

This award is one of Land-
marks most prestigious honors.

The High Bridge connects 
the two boroughs at Amster-
dam Avenue and 173rd Street 
in Manhattan and at University 
Avenue and 170th Street in the 
Bronx. 

The historic bridge was 
erected between 1839 and 1848, 
making it the oldest bridge in 
New York City. 

Despite it’s historic signifi -
cance the structure was closed 
off to the public for about 50 
years.

Today, the enormous bridge 
spanning 1,450 feet has been re-
stored and re-opened to pedestri-
ans and bicyclists thanks to the 

preservation efforts of the city. 
The bridge offi cially re-opened 

to the public in early June of last 
year, but will be  recognized as a 
preservation achievement at the 
upcoming ceremony in April. 

The restoration process in-
cluded the removal of excess 

vegetation and the cleaning of 
the entire structure. 

Mortar to fi ll the original 
stones  was similar in appear-
ance to the original cement mor-
tar.  

Pavers were installed to 
match existing ones on the deck. 

While the bridge as a whole 
underwent vast improvements, 
the character of the structure 
was preserved.

For example, the steel arch of 
the bridge was painted to match 
the historic 1928 color, and four 
1935 light poles were revamped 

for reuse at the two gatehouses. 
Overgrown shrubbery on 

both sides of the bridge was 
pruned to improve views from 
the bridge. The area was also 
landscaped to include trees and 
wildfl owers, welcoming walk-
ers, joggers and cyclists. 

Andrea Goldwyn of the New 
York Landmarks Conservancy 
said the organization received 
nominations from restoration 
projects across the city that have 
made great gains over the past 
year.  

To determine which projects 
merit awards, the conservancy 
looks at the preservation work 
specifi cally and what the proj-
ects bring to communities.

According to Goldwyn, the 
High Bridge was deserving of 
the Lucy G. Moses Preservation 
Award because of what it brings 
to surrounding neighborhoods. 

“The bridge has reconnected 
communities (from the Bronx 
and Manhattan) that have been 
missing that connection for de-
cades,” said Goldwyn, “This was 
a promise the city made and now 
it has been fulfi lled.”

High Bridge to receive high honor

High Bridge will be honored at a ceremony on April 28. Photos courtesy of The New York Landmarks Conservancy
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INTERESTED IN EXHIBITING?

ADMISSION

For Sponsorship and Booth Opportunities 
contact Townsquare Expos: ph: (203) 900-5000
email: exhibits@townsquaremedia.com

FREE with Pre-Registration.
To sign up visit TradeBKLYN.com!
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lege.
“It’s all about providing coffee and great service to our 

customers,” said Baird, a former barista who has special-
ized in opening coffee shops in Manhattan with Paul for the 
last fi ve years. 

“Karen and I have had a great working relationship and 
we know that this is an interesting location that will bring 
us success and satisfy our customers.”

Baird is familiar with the area, as, over the years, he has 
made friends and connections with residents who live in the 
Clocktower Building on 20 Bruckner Boulevard. 

He said that this Bronx location will provide the busi-
ness with more space than any of the other three locations 
in Manhattan.

One of the Filtered’s biggest supporters is Keith Ruben-
stein, founder of Somerset Partners, which, along with the 
Chetrit Group, purchased two Harlem River waterfront 
properties located just a few blocks away from the coffee 
shop, where both groups intend to build the Piano District 
high risers.

Filtered’s soft grand opening will take place on Friday, 
April 1, followed by the offi cial grand opening on Saturday, 
April 2, which will include free coffee, mug decorating work-
shops, photographers and live music.
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from Page 1

The Filtered coffee shop logo. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

Filtered coffee shop, located at 2430 3rd Avenue at East 134th 
Street. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

Coffee shop
set to open in
Mott Haven

The Bronx Times On-Line
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A new pizzeria that spe-

cializes in customer service 
recently opened up on East 
Tremont Avenue, replacing 
another pizzeria at the same 
location.

Last month, Bronx Piz-
zeria, a at 3579 E. Tremont 
Avenue, offi cially opened 
it’s doors to the community, 
taking over Vito’s Pizzeria, 
which was in business for 
just over a year.

Bronx Pizzeria offers a 
variety of soups, salads, ap-
petizers, pastas, sandwiches 
and calzones, aside from their 
pizza selection, of course. 

Popular entrees include 
chicken parmigiana and 
chicken francese.

The pizza selection seems 
endless. The variety of dif-
ferent types of pizza includes 
plain pizza pies, either 18 
inches (large) or 16 inches 
(small), as well as gourmet 
pizza, which includes buffalo 
chicken, barbecue chicken, 

grandma, Sicilian, salad, 
veggie, eggplant, sausage 
and peppers as well as white 
pizza, among other delicious 
choices. 

Single slices and personal 
pies are also available for cus-
tomers. Sicilians are served 
both square and round.

Pizza toppings include 
spinach, broccoli, bacon, 
ham, eggplant, Ricotta 
cheese, pepperoni, sausage, 

peppers, mushrooms, onions, 
anchovies and extra cheese, 
of course! 

Bronx Pizzeria uses 
Grande Cheese in much of its 
cuisine, an ingredient consid-
ered by many as ‘top of the 
line.’

Beginning in the late 
spring or early summer, the 
pizzeria will also begin sell-
ing Breyer’s ice cream and 
Marino’s italian ices.

Bronx Pizzeria offers free 
deliveries, with a $13 mini-
mum.

 The pizzeria will also 
provide curbside deliver-
ies, where an order will be 
brought out to your car. This 
service would eliminate dou-
ble parking.

Along with cash, Bronx 
Pizzeria takes Visa, Master-
Card and Discover, as well 
as debit cards. The previous 
pizzeria, Vito’s, was a cash-
only establishment.

Bronx Pizzeria has not yet 
had an offi cial grand opening, 
but during the Throggs Neck 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade they 
distributed ‘Bronx Pizzeria’ 
T-shirts, provided face paint-
ing, a clown, a magician and 
other festivities for children.

They even offer deals to 
local schools, who will not be 
charged for two-liter sodas or 
paper goods with their pur-
chases. Schools will also re-
ceive discounts on pies.

Four of Bronx Pizzeria’s 

current employees have pre-
vious experience working at 
Filomena’s Pizza & Pasta, a 
pizzeria located on City Is-
land.

“I started this establish-
ment in this area because I 
felt like it could do well here 
- and so far, so good,” said 
Chris Schiulaz, a long-time 
Country Club resident who 
previously worked for the 
NYC Department of Envi-

ronmental Protection for 30 
years and has owned a Bronx-
based construction company 
for the last 20 years. “

I’m a people person - I 
love to see my customers 
happy and that is what has 
happened here since we’ve 
opened.”

Bronx Pizzeria’s hours 
are Mondays through Satur-
days, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. and on 
Sundays from noon to 9 p.m.

Bronx Pizzeria offers a variety of options

The awning of Bronx Pizzeria, which opened in mid-February. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

Chicken, bacon and ranch pizza. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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Reusable the Musical
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