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90 P.S. 89 teachers have been reassigned

PARENTS WANT 
PRINCIPAL OUT

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Parents are demanding the 

removal of a principal that has 
become a tyrant.

On Thursday, March 17, 
parents and teachers of stu-
dents at P.S. 89 Williamsbridge 
School campaigned for the im-
mediate ouster of principal 
Ralph Martinez.

Martinez, who has been the 
principal of P.S. 89 since 2010, 
has removed or reassigned 
approximately 90 teachers, 

including 30 teachers in the 
past two weeks, as well as for 
violating student’s Individual-
ized Education Programs, the 
protestors charge.

The teachers that have been 
removed from their classroom 
settings have either been as-
signed to other classrooms or 
removed from the school com-
pletely, without the parents be-
ing notifi ed of these changes, 
creating a poor learning envi-
ronment, they said. 

The students have also 
been transferred from class 
to class under similar circum-
stances, they claim.

The removal of these teach-
ers has interfered with stu-
dent’s IEPs, who depended on 
particular teachers and teach-
ing assistants to help them 
with their special educational 
needs, including attention-def-
icit hyperactivity disorder and 
autism, they complained.

Miss New York Serena Bucaj met with Naomi Villa and several other 
young patients staying at Montefi ore Children’s Hospital last Tues-
day, March 15. The Balkan beauty queen offered uplifting words 
of encouragement to inspire these youngsters in following their 
dreams.                Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO 
AND MADELINE ANTHONY 
TransCare’s motto was 

‘the driving force in health 
care,’ but it’s not driving any-
more.

When the contract am-
bulance service abruptly 
ceased operations recently  
many people expressed con-
cern that 911 response time 
in the Bronx would increase.

Montefi ore Medical Cen-
ter, the borough’s largest 

healthcare provider, had a 
contract with TransCare to 
run its ambulances, as did 
St. Barnabas Hospital.

TransCare ambulances 
carried the hospitals’ names, 
logos and colors, said Ken-
neth Kearns, CB 10 district 
manager, who said his board 
is preparing   a letter to pub-
lic offi cials on the subject.

Seven Montefi ore ambu-
lances were lost when Tran-
sCare shut down, with even 

more loses at St. Barnabas.
FDNY spokesman Frank 

Dwyer, stated that the num-
ber of ambulances that the 
city is now staffi ng daily are 
81 tours, or 27 ambulances 
running three shifts a day, 
though he said a small por-
tion of these tours may in-
clude northern Manhattan 
tours.

The FDNY is covering ev-
ery TransCare tour, stated 



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 25-31, 20162    BTR

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280

GO
T I

M
PL

AN
TS

DO
N’

T K
NO

W
 W

HA
T T

O 
DO

 N
EX

T

CO
M

E S
EE

 U
S



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 25-31, 2016 3  BTR

Questions about 
Health Insurance, 

Prescription Plans, 
or Coverage Costs?

We can help!

WE CAN ASSIST WITH:
•  EPIC
•  Medicare Part D
•  Medicare Savings Programs
•  Medicare Preventive Benefits
•  Problems with your current plan
•  "Extra Help" Low-Income Subsidy
•  Medicare Advantage 
•  Understanding your health 

insurance options

Free expert guidance for your 
health insurance questions

For more information on HIICAP's services,
call 311 (ask for HIICAP)
or visit us on the web at 
www.nyc.gov/aging.

Informacion Disponible en Espanol -- Llame al 311

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
BronxNet, which has been in exis-

tence for over 20 years, introduced a 
brand new studio located on the Mercy 
College campus at 1200 Hutchinson 
Metro Center to compliment their 
other studio located at the Lehman 
College campus on the west side of the 
borough.

The BronxNet East studio, which 
held its ribbon-cutting ceremony in 
November, offers and provides train-
ing programs, public access work-
shops as well as fi eld and studio pro-
duction classes for its students and 
trainees who look to pursue a career 
in media and/or video production.

The network also provides high 
school and college students with in-
ternships opportunities and media 
training workshops, which include 
post-production and circulating fi eld 
production equipment.

The new, state of the art studio pro-
vides a control room, media labs, as 
week as post-production and circulat-
ing fi eld production equipment, allow-
ing students to learn television produc-
ing, videography, graphics, editing, 
directing and more while participat-
ing in these production certifi cation 
training classes.

Previously, the network gained rec-
ognition by hosting a variety of talk 
shows, including Open 2.0, Bronx Live! 
and BronxTalk, which is hosted by di-
rector of community relations Gary 
Axelbank, which highlights crime, 
economic development, as well as edu-
cation, among other focuses. 

Beginning in 1993, the vision of 
BronxNet came from dedicated Bronx 
leaders who worked with Bronx resi-
dents to create a fully equipped televi-
sion station and media center acces-
sible to Bronx residents, students and 
community organizations.

BronxNet expands 
its brand eastward

Along with a long list of existing 
shows, BronxNet recently launched 
two new signature programs, ‘The 
Bronx Buzz’, which hosts casual dis-
cussions with Bronx reporters, and 
‘Open University’, which is crewed, 
hosted and produced entirely by stu-
dents and offers viewers with youthful 
perspectives on a wide range of issues 
in the borough. 

BronxNet also provides the bor-
ough with the only live call-in Spanish 
speaking talk show in the Bronx, ‘Dia-
logo Abierto’.

The BronxNet East studio isn’t 
BronxNet’s only recent improvement. 

Currently, BronxNet’s facility at 
Lehman College is being upgraded 
and renovated, a change that will bet-
ter utilize the space in the studio. 

BronxNet is also planning a new 
studio in the Hub, which will bring 
public access TV to the south Bronx.

“BronxNet is committed to pro-
viding Bronxites with ultra-local pro-
gramming and production training, 
equipment access and workforce devel-
opment opportunities,” Michael Max 
Knobbe, executive director of Bronx-
Net. “Our compact, innovative East 
Bronx studio is yielding big results, 
and we would like to thank Mercy Col-
lege, Borough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr., former Borough President Fer-
nando Ferrer and other friends and 
supporters for making this all possi-
ble.”

“On behalf of our dedicated board 
of directors, staff, students and inde-
pendent producers, we welcome you to 
participate at many different levels,” 
Knobbe added. 

BronxNet programs are available 
on channels 67, 68, 69, 70, 951 and 952 on 
the Cablevision system and on chan-
nels 33, 34, 35, 36, 37 and 38 on the Ve-
rizon Fios.

(l-r) Gary Axelbank, host; Ed Garcia Conde, Welcome to the Bronx; and Steven Goodstein; 
Bronx Times Reporter on the set of the ‘Bronx Buzz’. Photo courtesy of Michael Max Knobbe
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

Hello readers! Welcome 
to another edition of Around 
Town. 

Birth Announcement 

A nearby hospital reports 
the following new Bronxite: 

Brooke Chanelle Lewis 

was born on Thursday, Febru-
ary 4 to Toby Derrick Lewis, 

Jr. and Nicole Chantelle 

Spruill-Lewis. The baby 
weighed seven pounds.

Competes for Title  

Carlie Bonilla, a local 
Bronxite, was recently se-

lected to participate in a 2016 
Miss Teen pageant competi-
tion on Sunday, April 3. Carlie 
learned of her acceptance into 
this year’s local competition, 
where young ladies will com-
pete to represent New York 
at a national pageant in Or-
lando. 

Doctor Honored 

Dr. James Croll, chief of 
nephrology a medical direc-
tor SBH Health System, is the 
2016 recipient of the The Bronx 
County Medical Society’s Peer 
to Peer Excellence in Medi-
cine Recognition Award.  

Dr. Croll will be presented 
with the award at the 13th An-
nual Doctors Day Event on 
Wednesday, March 30. 

Bronx Native A 

U.S. Navy Food Specialist  

Seaman Sharlene 

Figueroa, a 2009 graduate 
of Herbert H. Lehman High 
School, is serving in the U.S. 
Navy as a culinary special-
ist. She is currently stationed 
with the Navy’s Beach Group 
2 in Virgina Beach, VA. 

Assemblyman Michael R. 
Benedetto announced the New 
York Conference of Italian-
American State Legislators is 
now accepting applications for 
four $2,500 scholarships to be 
awarded in June at their An-
nual Conference Weekend.  
Scholarship winners must 
be present to receive their 
awards.

“Given the high costs of col-
lege, every opportunity must 
be made by local students and 
their working families to meet 
their required expenses with 
scholarships as well as with 
student loans, available fi nan-
cial aid, and personal contri-
butions,” said Benedetto.  “I 
highly recommend that our ar-
ea’s students apply to the Con-
ference for these prestigious 
scholarships so that they may 
hopefully secure as much extra 
help with their expenses as pos-
sible.”

This year the Italian-Amer-
ican State Legislators Confer-
ence will be awarding four 
$2,500 scholarships to four cur-
rent or future college students 
from New York State.  Eligi-

Benedetto announces 
Collegiate scholarships

bility will be based upon the 
student’s grade point average, 
interest in pursuing a higher 
education, involvement in the 
local community as well as in-
dividual fi nancial need.

“Our conference is very 
proud of our role in promoting 
higher education and assisting 
students in reaching their aca-
demic goals and full potential 
for future success in the global 
marketplace,” Benedetto con-
tinued.  

Students may request an ap-
plication by contacting Assem-
blyman Benedetto’s offi ce at 
718-892-2235. Applications must 
be returned to the assembly-
man’s offi ce by Friday, April 4.

Seaman Sharlene Figueroa 
 Photo courtesy of U.S. Navy

Our conference is 
very proud of our 
role in promoting 
higher education.

Michael R. Benedetto
Assemblyman
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
An effort to create a busi-

ness improvement district in 
Morris Park has reached a 
critical juncture. 

Members of a Morris Park 
BID steering committee, along 
with their consultant Joe Re-
gina, have begun the process 
of reaching out to property 
owners and merchants in the 
proposed BID’s boundaries: 
Morris Park Avenue between 
Unionport Road and Williams-
bridge Road. 

According to Regina, some 
313 businessess and 158 prop-
erties would comprise the pro-
posed BID, and the property 
owners should receive an in-
formational mailing soon, 
along with ballots. 

The BID steering commit-
tee is working hand-in-hand 
with the property owners and 
the Morris Park Community 
Association in soliciting sup-
port. 

The chairman of the com-
mittee is William Pedone, 
owner of Van Nest True Hard-
ware and a property owner.  

“The goal is to get on board 
19 property owners and 39 
merchants per week,” said Re-
gina, of a plan decided on in a 

Morris Park BID effort moves forward
committee meeting on Tues-
day, March 15. 

Property owners must vote 
because BID creation requires 
the assessment of a fee on the 
commercial portion of a prop-
erty that is used to fi nance 
BID operations.

BIDs operate with boards of 
directors comprised of  prop-
erty owners,  merchants and 
community representatives. 

BID boards are unique in 
that they also contain a rep-
resentative from Small Busi-
ness Services, as well as the 
city comptroller, council of-
fi ce, and borough president’s 
offi ce, said Regina. 

In Morris Park’s case, mar-
keting and advertising seem 
to be key issues that the BID 
can address, as well as daily 
street cleaning, special events 
and public safety, said Regina, 
whose consulting is funded 
by an allocation secured by 
Councilman James Vacca. 

The notion for a Morris 
Park BID has been around 
for several years, and was 
originally planned by a de-
funct merchants association, 
and was helped along by the 
MPCA, Neighborhood Initia-
tives Development Corpora-

tion and Vacca, said Pedone. 
“I have to give a shout-out 

to Councilman James Vacca, 
who’s an enthusiastic sup-
porter,” said Pedone, adding 
that the steering committee 
will now be looking for major-
ity approval of the property 
owners and commercial ten-
ants. 

The chairman said that a 
Morris Park BID, which al-
ready has a proposed bud-
get, would help in a variety of 
ways. 

These include a general 

sprucing up of the area, add-
ing pedestrian- and parking-
friendly features, holding sev-
eral events a year, and holiday 
attractions, said Pedone. 

“These things are all in-
cluded in the proposed bud-
get,” he said. 

The BID should also prove 
to be an asset to the commu-
nity as well, said Tony Si-
gnorile, MPCA president and 
steering committee member, 
who is a strong supporter of 
the effort.

The community associa-

tion president said he believes 
that homeowners, property 
owners and merchants would 
save money in the long term 
and be able continue with 
traditions like holiday lights 
along the shopping strip and 
the annual Columbus Day Pa-
rade.  

Citing the successes of the 
Westchester Square and Bel-
mont BIDs as examples, Si-
gnorile said that he believes 
that by the end of its fi rst year 
of operation, everyone will see 
the BID’s results. 

The Morris Park Business Improvement District steering committee met recently to discuss the outreach to 
property owners and commercial tenants along Morris Park Avenue between Williamsbridge Road and Union-
port Avenue. Photo courtesy of Joe Regina
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THE LUSTGARTEN FOUNDATION’S

PANCREATIC CANCER 
RESEARCH WALK

With the support of  
Cablevision, 100% of every 
dollar raised goes directly to 
pancreatic cancer research.

SUNDAY, APRIL 10
Pier 84 at Hudson River Park  
New York City

ark

#WalkToCurePC 

Sign up at
  

or call 1-866-789-1000.TAKE THE FIRST STEP. 
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Milea Subaru
3201 E Tremont Ave  Bronx, NY, 10461
Sales: (888) 698-0525
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NEW 2016 Subaru 
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SAVE $1,323
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$23,999
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pwr/brks/winds/lks, Bluetooth, Backup Camera. MSRP: $24,478

NEW 2016 Subaru 
Forester 2.5i 

SAVE $1,479
OFF MSRP

$22,999

Model#GJB-01, Stk#8315S, 4cyl, am/fm/cd, tilt, cruise, pwr/brks/winds/lks, 
Bluetooth, Backup Camera. MSRP: $20,257

NEW 2016 Subaru
Impreza 2.0i

SAVE $1000
OFF MSRP

$19,257

CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION
BY ROBERT WIRSING

Seniors living at a Pelham Bay 
housing development have received 
assurances that a its backyard gar-
den  will not be taken away to expand 
the neighboring public school.

On January 19 the Middletown 
Plaza Resident Council, Inc. drafted 
a petition to prevent their park from 
being sold by New York City Housing 
Authority to the Department of Edu-
cation to build an annex to P.S.71.

The petition, containing 86 signa-
tures from senior residents, opposed 
an effort started last year by the Pel-
ham Bay Taxpayers and Civic Asso-
ciation that asked for the parcel to be 
transferred to the School Construc-
tion Authority to construct a $30 mil-
lion 270-seat early learning facility.

The civic association opposed 
SCA’s initial proposal to build the 
annex at Continental Avenue, East 
197th Street and Hutchinson River 
Parkway Road and suggested the se-
nior site as an alternative. 

According to Rev. Marilyn Oliver, 
Middletown Plaza Resident Coun-
cil president, Middletown Plaza sent 
their petition to their local elected of-
fi cials.

NYCHA issued a response to resi-
dents and DOE that they are not inter-
ested in selling the park for a school 
annex, according to Rev. Oliver.

Completed on August 31, 1973, 
Middletown Plaza’s 1.13 acre site 
houses a tranquil park area out-
fitted with several benches sur-
rounded by grass, maple trees and 
evergreens.

Rev. Oliver and Middletown Plaza 
residents said the park has been 
there since the apartment’s construc-
tion and is used for a variety of recre-
ational activities.

Seniors reject P.S. 
71 annex proposal

“A lot of seniors here are not in 
the best of health and cannot travel 
far to see their families,” shared Rev. 
Oliver. “This park gives them a place 
where they can meet with their rela-
tives especially during our annual 
family picnics.”

“There’s very little green space 
there to begin with and by taking 
that away from the seniors living 
at Middletown Plaza it would nega-
tively impact their health,” said Bob 
Beider, Community Board 10 Youth 
Services and Educational Committee 
chairman.

At Wednesday, March 16’s CB 10 
general board meeting, it was ex-
plained that SCA is still eyeing the 
Continental Avenue site for the pro-
posed annex.

A DOE spokeswoman confi rmed 
this, stating the department has 
carefully explored several options 
and fi nalized a proposal for an early 
childhood site that will continue to 
address the needs of this commu-
nity.

The proposed Continental Avenue 
site, formerly used as a parking lot 
for the defunct Pelham Bay General 
Hospital, has raised concerns be-
cause of its size, its proximity to the 
Pelham Grand supportive housing 
complex and the Hutchinson River 
Parkway 3E exit, parking issues and 
traffi c safety in the local area.

CB 10 voted its disapproval to this 
SCA-proposed P.S. 71 annex at last 
November’s meeting and the board 
mailed SCA a letter expressing their 
concerns and suggestions for improv-
ing the current proposal.

CB 10’s decision was based on the 
belief the proposed annex wasn’t 

Middletown Plaza’s backyard is located between the 3033 Middletown Road senior building 
and  P.S. 71’s school yard. Community News Group/Robert Wirsing

Continued on page 16
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SLAM
DUNK

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Mahfuza Rahman, a 30-year-old 

nurse and mother, is now listed as 
missing following a three-month ab-
sence from her job. 

The search was delayed as her hus-
band, Mohammad Chowdhury, told his 
wife’s coworkers that she had taken 
a trip back to Bangladesh to care for 
her parents, as reported by The Daily 
News. 

After Mahfuza failed to return 
to work on the day Mohammad had 
promised she would, colleagues at Bel-
levue Hospital became suspicious and 
alerted authorities who called NYPD.

Rahman was last seen at Bellevue 
Hospital Center on the lower east side 
of Manhattan, at 3:30 p.m. on Decem-
ber 9, as she left work for the day.

Mohammad, 38, told neighbors that 
he himself would also return to Ban-
gladesh, and would bring the couple’s 
daughter with him. 

Currently his whereabouts are un-
known, and the 52nd Precinct detec-
tive squad is searching for him for 
questioning.  

Mohammad is described as having 
Asian/Pacifi c Island origins, with a 
height of 5’7 and a weight of approxi-
mately 150 pounds. 

Mahfuza, Mohammad, and their 
9-year-old daughter resided in Bedford 
Park on East 198th Street.

On Sunday, March 6, NYPD went to 
the private house to search for signs of 
criminal activity. 

They removed concrete in the front 
yard that was freshly poured, and had 
police dogs comb the property, but 
found nothing.

According to DCPI, the investiga-
tion is ongoing and is still considered 
a missing person case as there has not 
been any hard evidence of criminal ac-
tivity.

The investigation is ongoing said a 
DCPI spokesperson. 

A rally led by the Bangladesh As-
sociation of the Bronx was held for the 
missing Mahfuza on Saturday, March 
19, in front of the Bedford Park resi-
dence to draw attention to the case. 

“The more people that know about 
this, the better it is for her,” said Ada-
line Walker Santiago, chairwoman of 
Community Board 7, who was present 
at the rally. 

Since Mahfuza has no family in the 
states, it is the community and the po-
lice who will lead the crusade to fi nd 
her, or discover what has happened to 
her.

Interestingly enough, nobody at the 
rally knew Mahfuza personally, yet 
neighbors were out in numbers, ex-
pressing their collective concern.

Residents who lived nearby said 
the couple was quiet, and kept to them-
selves.

Neighbors from Mahfuza’s native 
Bangladesh were especially motivated 
to fi nd the missing woman.

They have plans to put signs and 
photos up in their home country, so if 
Mahfuza’s husband were to return, lo-
cal police could identify and question 
him.

Santiago says she spoke to one of 
Mahfuza’s neighbors at the rally, who 
said he knew of someone close to the 
Mahfuza. 

“You never know what small detail 
could lead to closing this case,” said 
Santiago, who doesn’t understand why 
a nurse and a mother of a young daugh-
ter would just up and leave. 

“She is in a helping profession,” 
continued Santiago, “It doesn’t make 
any sense.”

According to Santiago, neighbors 
are questioning why authorities have 
not told the police whether Moham-
mad has traveled abroad.

Anyone with information on this 
case should contact Detective Sheldon 
Smith at 718-220-5836.

Bedford Park Bangladeshi 
woman missing for 3 months 

Police and neighbors search for Mahfuza Rahman, 30, who has recently been reported as 
missing. Madeline Anthony / Community News Group
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Expires 4/15/2014

There’s always something to pay for.
Don’t lose out on your maximum refund.

Let us help get what you deserve.

At Bronx Tax Man, we will work hard to 
maximize your Tax Refunds

The Law Offices of 
Welton K. Wisham, ESQ., CPA

Attorney, Counselor at Law & Certified Public Accountant

42 West 44th Street, New York, NY 10036-7414

Professional Tax Preparation By CPA/ Attorney

IRS Tax Representation/ Audit

© 2015 Biogen. All rights reserved. 1/16 US-1028

Navigating MS
 
  

Hear from a multiple sclerosis (MS) expert and be inspired by someone living with  

relapsing MS—learn about the possible causes, treatment options, and support  

services through the Above MSTM program from Biogen, a company committed to MS.
 
Location: Date: 

[Venue] [MONTH DAY, YEAR]
[Address] Time: 

[City, State, Zip Code] [Time AM/PM to Time AM/PM] y, 
State ZIP code] [Time AM/PM to Time AM/PM]  
Register today at Navigating-MS.com or call 1-866-955-9999.

 Register for a free,  

live educational program  
happening in your area.

N

Tosca Cafe Tuesday, April 5, 2016
4038 E Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465 Check-In: 5:30 PM - 6:00 PM

Seminar: 6:00 - 8:00PM

43 Precinct 
Thursday, March 17, 3:06 p.m. -- 

Cops responded to a 911 call of a man shot 
in front of 1755 Story Avenue. When cops 
arrived, they found a 21-year-old shooting 
victim who shot in the torso. EMS also re-
sponded to the scene and brought the victim 
to Jacobi Medical Center where he died. 

Saturday, March 19, 4:53 a.m.  --  An 
suspect allegedly entered a deli at 676 Cas-
tle Hill Avenue through an air vent and stole 
merchandise. The suspect got away with 20 
boxes of Newport cigarettes and an unde-
termined number of lottery tickets. 

46 Precinct
Saturday, February 6, 3:40 a.m. -- 

A 29 year-old male victim was walking in 
front of 1708 University Place when two 
men approached him and began to punch 
him in the head and in his body. During the 
assault, one of the two men attacked the 
victim menaced him with a knife. The victim 

then attempted to disarm the man with the 
knife. He suffered a laceration to his hand. 
The suspects fled the scene. The victim re-
fused medical attention. 

Friday, March 18, 1:50 a.m. -- A man 
followed a 19-year-old male into his building 
near West 181st Street and Jerome Avenue. 
The robber took out a gun and demanded 
that the victim turn over his belongings. The 
robber took money from his victim and fled 
the scene. No injuries were reported. 

The suspect is described as a Hispan-
ic male with a light complexion, weighing 
about 200 pounds, and last seen wearing a 
black jacket, black boots and jeans. 

50 Precinct 
Saturday, March 19, 2:00 p.m. - NYPD 

Harbor responded to a 911 call of an un-
conscious man in the Hudson River off of 
Palisade and Independence avenues. When 
paramedics arrived, he was pronounced 
‘Dead on Arrival.’ The Medical Examiner 
launched an investigation. 

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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Acting as a for profi t organization.  Crematory fee is not included, 
death certifi cates and disposition permits not included in service fee.

718-339-0700
STONEYCREEKCREMATION.COM

For those wishing to preplan their fi nal contribution 
to society, if paid in full today we will include the cost 

of the crematory.
($995 Society’s Service Fee)

For more info, please email us at stoneycreekcremation@gmail.com 
or mail  coupon to our address:

  Name_________________ Address__________________________  

  Tel:____________________Email____________________________

YES, please send me more information on Stoney Creek!

Financial

Harold Greenway or Justina Douwes / Allstate Financial Services

55 Water St. New York, NY 10004
1 (888) 345–8881 Ext 1 or (646) 405–7488 | allstateaccmgt@gmx.com

stateaccmgt@gmx.comCALL 1 (888) 345–8881

Personal loan Solutions to fi t your needs.
Lowest affordable rates.
One Flexible Monthly payment.
All outstanding debts.
Borrow what you need. 
Bad Credit OK. No Application fees.

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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deadline is the Monday preceding publication.
Classifi ed Deadlines: To place a Classifi ed Ad call 
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preceding  publication. No phone calls please.
Community Calendar: Civic organizations, 
churches, synagogues and special interest groups 
can have their special event dates announced free 
of charge. Mail should be addressed to Com-
munity Calendar and received no later than the 
Friday preceding publication.
Subscription Rates: Yearly subscriptions are 
$15.00; 2 years for $25.00,  within Bronx county. 
Out of county subscriptions are $35.00 per year.
Change Of Address: Any problems or inquiries 
regarding a present subscription must be accom-
panied by the mailing label from your newspaper 
showing complete name, address and subscription 
number (top left corner).

Copyright © 2016 by Bronx Times Reporter, 
Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this newspaper 
nor any part thereof may be reproduced, copied or 
transmitted in any form, electronic or mechanical, 
including photocopying, microfi lming, recording 
or by an information retrieval system without 
the express written permission of the publisher. 
This copyright is extended to the design  and 
text created for advertisements. Reproduction 
of said advertisement or any part thereof without 
the express written permission of Bronx Times 
Reporter, Inc. is strictly prohibited.

Founded in 1981 by
Michael Benedetto and 

John Collazzi
CEO

Les Goodstein
PRESIDENT & PUBLISHER

Jennifer Goodstein
BRONX TIMES PUBLISHER

Laura Guerriero 
EDITOR

John Collazzi
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR/REPORTER

Patrick Rocchio
REPORTERS

Steven Goodstein
Rob Wirsing

Madeline Anthony
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES

Leonard Vigliotti
Donna Marzi

PRODUCTION
Mauro DeLuca

Subscribing Community Groups
• Throggs Neck Home Owners Association
• Pelham Bay Taxpayers Community Assoc.
• Schuyler Hill Civic Association
• Ferry Point Civic Association
• Ferry Point Community Advocates
• Chippewa Democratic Club
• Throggs Neck Merchants Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Korony American Legion Post 253
• Locust Point Civic Association
• Spencer Estate Civic Association
• Country Club Civic Association
• Waterbury/LaSalle Community Association
• Samuel Young American Legion Post 620
• Westchester Square/Zerega Improvement 

Organization
• Morris Park Community Association
• Bronx Park East Neighborhood Assoc.
• Van Nest Community Association
• Chester Civic Improvement Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Liberty Democratic Association

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Bronx HIRE
- it works!

Dear editor,
I would like to take the 

time to acknowledge Sena-
tor Jeffrey Klein and the en-
tire Bronx HIRE program for 
opening a professional door 
for me.  Roughly a year ago I 
was helpingit works! a former 
colleague, who was laid off, 
fi nd employment.  When I re-
searched the employment op-
portunities listed online in 
the Bronx I saw that there was 
an advertisement for a Bronx 
HIRE Job Fair at the Hutchin-
son Metro Center.  

I went along with the job 
seeker to the job fair just to see 
what companies were recruit-
ing as I was looking for a bet-
ter job as well.  I met a career 
advisor named Tanya Thomp-
son from Prep Consulting who 
informed me that she was fa-
cilitating an upcoming work-
shop series on Public Speak-
ing but in order to attend I had 
to go to a Bronx Hire registra-
tion workshop fi rst. 

I feel truly blessed to have 
connected with this program 
and not only have I become a 
staunch advocate of the ser-
vices it provides, but equally 
important, the professionals 
that they have contracted to 
provide these services.  I can 
now refer clients to the Bronx 
HIRE program.  There are a 
lot of programs presented to 
the public that are just win-
dow dressing photo ops and do 
not offer true opportunity to 
those seeking service.  Bronx 
HIRE is a truly empowering 
program that I know fi rst-
hand can change lives.

Kevin R. Towns

Returning as
lobbyists

Dear editor,
Upon retirement, too many 

members of the State Assem-
bly, Senate and their employ-
ees join the thousands of in-
famous State Street Albany 
lobbyists. They subsequently 
return to the Capital on behalf 
of their new employers for cli-
ent ‘favors’.  Albany lobbyists, 
just like in Washington, play a 
behind-the-scenes role in as-
sisting members and staff of 
the state legislature to insert 
favorable language into bills.  
This is buried in the fi ne print 
contained within the hun-
dreds of bills and annual ad-

opted state budget.  This is 
known as a quid pro quo.  

Lobbyists purchase tick-
ets to elected offi cials fund-
raising events held during  
evening hours after the daily 
Legislative sessions.  They 
also have their own political 
action committees make di-
rect campaign contributions 
to candidates running for an-
other term.  Union lobbyists 
will not only deliver dollars, 
but endorsements which pro-
vide volunteers to run phone 
banks along with canvassing 
door to door for election day 
vote pull operations. 

Former elected offi cials 
and their staff supplement 
generous state pension plans 

Making their
political beds
Dear editor, 
To Raphael Schweizer or 

anyone else who might be con-
cerned over what might hap-
pen next at any of the rallies 
or, for that matter on the cam-
paign front, I for one am not 
that concerned at all either at 
what might happen at any type 

of rally that any of the candi-
dates might sponsor so long as 
nobody gets killed or seriously 
hurt over this situation. 

At times, the voices of the 
candidates were raised to fe-
ver pitch when they really did 
not have to be and to me, the 
conduct of these candidates 
while at these debates does 
leave a lot to be desired as far 
as I am concerned. 

While I do understand 
there is a lot at stake here, 
these candidates are not kin-
dergarden babies, they are 
grown adults who know what 
they are doing.They are mak-
ing their political beds.Now 
let them lie in them.

Joseph Wall

by double dipping as lobbyists.  
Upon retirement, they win the 
trifecta by also collecting So-
cial Security.  This is a nice 
gig which ordinary taxpayers 
can only dream about.

Larry Penner

OPED: by NYC Schools Chancleor Carmen Farina 

Safety addressed at Lehman Ed. Campus 
Collaboration and tar-

geted changes can transform 
the culture of a school. Dur-
ing my recent visit to the Le-
hman Educational Campus, 
I saw fi rst-hand just how im-
pactful the targeted, but sig-
nifi cant, changes were across 
all six schools in improving 
the overall environment of the 
campus. From the moment I 
arrived, I noted the newly es-
tablished parent welcome cen-
ter, the signage representing 
a newly formed Student Advi-
sory Council representing stu-
dents from each school, and 
banners distinguishing each 
school, giving students and 
staff a sense of ownership and 
pride.

After receiving feedback 
from community members and 
elected offi cials, we immedi-
ately got to work. Spearheaded 
by deputy CEO for Safety and 
Security Mark Rampersant, 
we developed an action plan 
and put it in motion. Over the 
course of six weeks, a trans-
formation occurred.

I have been working closely 
with the superintendent and 
school administrators to en-
sure that we are providing a 
safe and supportive learning 
environment for each student 
on the Lehman Campus to suc-
ceed in the classroom and be-
yond. 

All six principals came to-
gether and hired one AP of 
Security for the entire cam-

pus to collaborate with each 
school around campus-wide 
decisions such as scheduling, 
safety and afterschool pro-
grams. Elected offi cials have 
also played a signifi cant role 
in executing these impactful 
changes. 

This is an important fi rst 
step toward creating stronger 
relationships with local mer-
chants, hospitals and commu-
nity partners. We also imple-
mented a cell-phone collection 
system that still aligns with 
our reversal of the cell-phone 
ban.

Additionally, staff mem-
bers attended restorative jus-
tice training, to ensure we’re 
not just holding students ac-
countable for their actions, 
but that we’re using each inci-
dent as a teachable moment for 
them to learn from their mis-
takes and develop the skills to 
think critically about their ac-
tions. As part of that, we con-
tinue to remind students that 
they are valuable members of 
a larger community and have 
created platforms for them to 
share the great work their do-
ing while motivating a pur-
poseful altering of student be-
haviors.

The transformation exhib-
its the power of collaboration 
over competition. When prin-
cipals, School Safety Agents 
and DOE central staff come 
together, great progress can 
be made quickly. I am proud 

of the hard work these prin-
cipals, staff and students and 
their commitment to making 
sure Lehman is a safe place 
for all students to thrive.

As I visited each school, I 
observed evidence of the cam-
pus’ many art programs. The 
students are producing such 
wonderful art work, and I rec-
ommended having an end-of-
year art competition to further 
increase student participation 
and instill a sense of school 
pride. I also recommended 
sharing AP course offerings 
and teacher training. When 
school campuses are aligned 
and working together, the col-
laboration is palpable.

We have made tremendous 
progress, but there is always 
more work we can do. The Le-
hman campus will now serve 
as a model to other co-located 
campuses on how they can 
work together to change a cli-
mate, improve the learning 
taking place, and create a de-
sirable environment for stu-
dents and staff.

In a 10th grade class I vis-
ited, I asked how many stu-
dents wanted to go to college. 
Every hand shot up. By con-
tinuing our impactful work at 
Lehman, I know that with the 
support of educators on the 
campus and the local commu-
nity, we can give students the 
supports they need to reach 
college and fi nd success be-
yond graduation.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Political leaders rallied with resi-

dents last Saturday in response to a re-
cent wave of gun violence.

On Saturday, March 19, Senator Jeff 
Klein, Assemblyman Michael Bene-
detto, Councilman James Vacca, the 
Throggs Neck Residents Council and 
Stand Up to Violence rallied against gun 
violence at the Throggs Neck Houses.

The rally began at 2829 Dewey Ave-
nue, the same location where a 32-year 
old woman was shot in the wrist, on 
Dewey Avenue near Swinton Avenue at 
about 7 p.m. on Thursday, March 10. 

Electeds, residents 
stand up to violence

The woman who was shot was 
treated at Jacobi Medical Center.

On Tuesday, March 8, a young man 
was shot less than 400 feet away from 
the location where the woman was shot 
two days later.

The goal of the rally was to bring 
awareness to gun violence.

We need to stop violence in its 
tracks,” said Klein, who has allocated 
over $1 million over the past few years 
to SUV, a unique violence prevention 
program that deploys ‘credible mes-
sengers’ and ‘violence interrupters’ to 
mediate confl ict in the community and 
help high-risk individuals in targeted, 
high-crime areas in the borough.

“Today, I join with community lead-
ers and active residents here at the 
Throggs Neck Houses to bring aware-
ness to this problem,” said Benedetto. 

“People should not have to fear for 
their safety when walking down the 
street,” Vacca said.

“It is time that we take back our com-
munity,” said Monique Johnson, pres-
ident of the Throggs Neck Residents 
Council. “If we continue to allow fear to 
paralyze us then we will continue to be 
victims and not victors.”

“In unity, there is strength, and 
in strength, there is power,” Johnson 
added.

Elected offi cials and community leaders rallied against the gun violence recently plaguing 
the Throggs Neck Houses. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Minister Kwame Thompson, SUV outreach 
director, speaks out against gun violence. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Throggs Neck Houses resident Nelson Vega 
holds up a thought provoking sign. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Today, I join with 
community leaders 
and active residents 
here at the Throggs 

Neck Houses to bring 
awareness to this 

problem.
Michael R. Benedetto

Assemblyman
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BY MADELINE ANTHONY
The Bronx will soon be 

making an impact in Brook-
lyn!

The creators of BX200, an 
online directory for the Bronx 
art scene, are curating an ex-
hibit of everything Bronx for a 
Bushwick art gallery. 

BRONX NOW, the exhibit 
set to open in late April, will 
showcase 30 of the 200 artists 
on the BX200 site. 

The exhibit aims to draw 
attention to a growing num-
ber of Bronx-based artists and 
let people know the work on 

BX200 showcases 30 Bronx artists
display is just a small taste of 
what the borough has to offer 
in terms of arts and culture. 

While the show shies away 
from making the artists ad-
here to a single theme, there 
is a commonality throughout 
- each artist has a strong mes-
sage and story to tell. 

Eileen Walsh, an artist and 
art therapist who resides in 
Port Morris, curated the show 
with Laura James, a painter 
and book illustrator who 
founded BX200. 

Walsh says there is a strong 
sense of separation from one 
artist to the next, more so than 
in most galleries or shows.

“They have distinctive 
voices, each work is a very 
personal, passionate mes-
sage...you don’t get the sense 
that they do art just to create 
something pretty, or to sell it...
you can get into the psyche of 
every single artist,” expands 
Walsh.  

All types of work will be 
displayed including paintings, 
performance pieces, photogra-
phy, and social practice art. 

The pieces, like the artists 
themselves, are unique and 
expressive.

Some pieces are in-your-
face and political, with artists 
focusing on police brutality 
and highly contentious issues 
like the rezoning of the Je-
rome Avenue neighborhood by 
the de Blasio administration. 

Others - like Rebecca Al-

lan’s abstract paintings fo-
cusing on tributaries  - are 
inspired by beauty and envi-
ronmental awareness. 

John Ahearn, a well known 
artist and sculptor, has made 
a name for himself by creating 
acrylic castings of Bronxites 

since the 1970s.
His dynamic, life-size 

pieces will be on display 
alongside the likes of Rhynna 
Santos, a Puerto-Rican born 
photographer, whose work fo-
cuses on the health care in-
dustry, and Latino immigra-
tion. 

James, who resides in West 
Farms, says she was inspired 
to create BX200 because she 
wanted to identify and get to 
know artists in her borough. 

“I knew there was so much 
art here.. but it wasn’t slap-
ping me in the face, I was like 
‘hey what’s going on?’” recalls 
Laura. 

What began as a personal 
quest has become an epicenter 
for art and discussion. BX200 
has held multiple events since 
its creation so artists can 
physically meet and exchange 
ideas. 

Artists on the site hail 
from the south Bronx to Riv-
erdale to Throggs Neck,  and 
as such the exhibit will show-
case a blend of neighborhoods, 
faces, and ideals. 

As the name of the show 
implies, it is a snapshot of the 
Bronx -  now. 

“Alejandra Delfi n” by John Ahearn. Courtesy of Eileen Walsh

I knew there 
was so much art 

here, but it wasn’t 
slapping in the 
face. I was like 

‘hey, what’s going 
on’.

Laura James
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cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

FREE CLASSES
English Classes, TASC (GED) Classes, Citizenship Classes,

& Computer Classes
All Ages 18 and up are Welcome

Register with us at 2125 Glebe Ave Bronx New York 10462

Registration Dates For ESL, Citizenship and Computer Classes:
March 30th 11am- 3:30pm
March 31st 11am-3:30pm

Registration Date for TASC (GED):  
March 28th 10am Sharp

For more information, please call:
Selenie Villar, Program Coordinator, 718-829-1564 EXT 2  
Danielle Rucker, Program Counselor, 718-829-1564 EXT 3

Bronx YMCA
New Americans Welcome Center,

Literacy Zone and Young Immigrants Program
www.ymcanewamericans.org 

www.facebook.com/BronxNAWC   

large enough to accommodate the 
projected increase in the student 
population by the year 2018, the high 
traffi c volume near the planned fa-
cility and the site placing enormous 
pressure on the surrounding com-
munity.

“NYCHA told us from the start 
that they weren’t interested in sell-
ing the (Middletown Plaza) park, 
but we remained hopeful that they 
might have reconsidered moving the 
facility to that location instead of its 

Seniors reject P.S. 71 annex proposal
From page 8

 Forty painters from District Coun-
cil 9 International Union of Painters 
and Allied Trades (DC 9) will be re-
fi nishing the Bronx Museum of the 
Arts’ fi rst fl oor galleries. 

The forty members will spend fi ve 
days ensuring the fi rst fl oor galler-
ies at the Bronx Museum of the Arts 
shine for the Bronx community.

 “We live here. We work here. We 
contribute here,” said Joseph Azzop-
ardi, business manager and secre-
tary treasurer at DC 9. “DC 9 mem-
bers are dedicated to serving the 
communities we live and work in. 

DC 9 painters to refi nish Bronx Museum of the Arts
From refi nishing The Unisphere in 
Queens to participating in action 
days with Covenant House in Man-
hattan our members know the value 
of giving back.”

The value of the work being ex-
ecuted by DC 9 is estimated to be 
worth in excess of $20,000 and elected 
offi cials are taking notice.

 “I want to thank DC 9 for dedicat-
ing hundreds of hours of service to 
better the Bronx community,” said 
Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. 
“Checks are nice, but someone has to 
execute the work to continue improv-

ing the Bronx community making it 
more vibrant for current and future 
residents.  We know we can count on 
DC 9 in the past, today, and in the fu-
ture, and we appreciate their work 
on behalf of the thousands of users of 
the Bronx Museum of the Arts.”

 “DC 9 and its members are con-
tributing the only way they know 
how – with their time and the skills 
the union taught them,” said Coun-
cilwoman Vanessa Gibson. “The 
members of DC 9 and their contrac-
tors understand we are all commu-
nity partners. I am committed to 
standing with them as they better 
New York City one job at a time.”

current one,” said Michele Torrioni, 
Pelham Bay Taxpayers Association  
president. “We still feel the Continen-
tal Avenue site is not a good spot for 
pre-k and kindergarten students and 
overall the facility there will not alle-
viate P.S. 71’s overcrowding.”

A second petition that is being 
circulated demands the city relocate 
the annex to the Pelham Grand on 
Pelham Parkway South and St. Paul 
Avenue, however that property is 
currenly being used for supportive 
housing. 
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Together, We Can

ArchCare Advantage HMO SNP is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in ArchCare Advantage depends on 
contract renewal. This plan is available to anyone with Medicare who meets the Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) level of care.  This information 
is available for free in other languages. Please call our customer service number at 800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, Sunday-Saturday, 
8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  Esta información está disponible gratis en otros idiomas. Por favor llame a nuestro número de servicio al cliente al 
800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, de domingo a sábado, de 8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premi-
um. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, copayments, and restric-
tions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year.  Star ratings are based on 
five stars. Star ratings are assessed each year and may change from one year to the next.
* Maximum of $50 per month. Unused amounts do not carry over.

Together, we can keep
you healthy and enjoying life

With ArchCare Advantage HMO Special Needs Plan you get 

all the benefits of Medicare plus valuable extra features at No Additional Cost 

beyond your usual Medicare premiums.

$600 a year to spend on OTC health items* 

Doctor visits with little or no co-pay

Full prescription drug coverage 

Preventive care to keep you out of the hospital 

Your own personal care manager

Health Plans and Nursing Home Alternatives | Home Care | Skilled Nursing Care
Rehabilitation | Assisted Living | Specialized Care | Palliative Care | Hospice

We’re here to help.
800-373-3177 
TTY/TDD: 800-662-1220  
8 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
seven days a week
www.archcareadvantage.org 

H1777_Print_2016_Accepted

�����������������
ArchCare Advantage has received an

overall rating of 4 STARS (Above Average)

from Medicare.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A Hunts Point-based manufacturer 

of heat exchange equipment is cele-
brating its 90th year as a family owned 
business – a relatively rare feat in an 
era of globalization. 

At a time when it’s challenging to 
expand manufacturing in the United 
States, let alone in the city, Yula Cor-
poration, a successful business run 
by the Feldman family, is celebrating 
nearly a century in business. 

The company is the manufacturer 
of custom-made heat exchangers and 
other pressure tubes for industrial 
uses and large heating, ventilation, 
and air-conditioning systems. 

Yula was founded in the Marble 
Hill community in 1926 by Henry Yula 
as a water heater maker, and gradu-
ally grew to encompass HVAC systems 
for some of the city’s iconic buildings 
built in the mid-20th century. 

Eventually, the company expanded 
to service industrial customers, espe-
cially in the pharmaceutical industry, 
which comprises much of Yula’s busi-
ness today. 

It is now a third generation family 
company, with the cousins and broth-
ers Jason, Matthew and Michael, all 
vice-presidents, working side-by-side 
with their fathers, company president 
Fred Feldman and Larry Feldman, 
chief fi nancial offi cer. 

“We are really proud of the 90-year 
(anniversary) and we are really cele-
brating that this year,” said Matthew 
Feldman. 

Fred Feldman added that the area 
in the vicinity of their Hunts Point 
plant used to be called ‘Little Pitts-
burgh,’ and that they are one of few re-
maining businesses of its type located 
there. 

“We are very proud that in one of 
the toughest manufacturing areas in 
the world…we are still able to run a 
successful manufacturing business,” 
said Fred Feldman, adding that it is 
diffi cult to do this in the United States, 
let alone in the Bronx. 

Yula has about 25 employees in ad-
dition to the Feldman family, and oper-
ates a 20,000-square-foot factory space 
with adjacent offi ces on Bryant Ave-
nue.  

About 70% of the workforce is from 
the Bronx. 

The Feldmans’ father and grandfa-
ther, Irwin Feldman, started at Yula 
in 1955 as an engineer, said Matthew 
Feldman. 

“Irwin eventually purchased the 
business, risking it all,” he said. “That 
is when we moved out of the HVAC 
market into more sophisticated indus-
tries and really spread our wings.” 

Besides serving the  pharmaceu-
tical industry, it generates about 20 
percent of its revenue from its legacy 
HVAC business, with the balance com-
ing from  its custom heat exchangers, 
said Jason Feldman, vice-president. 

“We defi nitely have a lot of New 
York pride,” said Michael Feldman, 
vice-president, who added that Yula al-
ways works with its customers to fi nd 
custom solutions.                              

Michael Feldman said,  “As a cus-
tom designer and fabricator we can 
always accommodate new and maybe 
unusual requests that someone may 
have, whereas someone else may have 
a cookie cutter design and cannot 
change it.”

The Bronx has always provided the 
fi rm with a relable employee base and 
the family expects to call the Bronx its 
home for many geneations to come,

Yula celebrates 90 
years in the Bronx

Members of the Feldman family (l-r) Fred Feldman, Yula president; Larry Feldman; COO; Mat-
thew Feldman, vice president; Michael Feldman, vice president and Jason Feldman, vice 
president. Photo courtesy of Jonathan Wallen/Yula
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Accessible by: 6 Train, BX4, BX4A, BX8, BX21 ,BX24, BX31, BX40 and BX42 Buses 

STORE FRONTS AVAILABLE 

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE 

66 Westchester Square 

1422 Williamsbridge Rd 

2591 St Raymond Ave 74 Westchester Square 

2704 E Tremont Ave 

16 Westchester Square 
2nd Floor 

38 Westchester Square 
2nd Floor 

2704 E Tremont Ave 
2nd Floor 

THE WESTCHESTER SQUARE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (BID) WANTS YOU!  

THE BID IS LOOKING FOR 
NEW/EXPANDING 
BUSINESSES/FRANCHISES 
TO JOIN OUR COMMUNITY 

 

�THRIVING MIXED USE,     
    FAMILY AND AGE      
    FRIENDLY AREA 
�OVER 15 ANNUAL    
    EVENTS TO PROMOTE     
    OUR BUSINESSES  
�OVER 150 CURRENT    
     BUSINESSES 

 PLEASE CONTACT LISA SORIN (BID EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR) AT 718.597.4629  

65 Westchester Square 
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March is Colorectal Can-
cer Awareness Month, a re-
minder to all New Yorkers 
that the risk of colon can-
cer can be greatly reduced 
by getting a colonoscopy. In 
New York City, according 
to the  New York Citywide 
Colon Cancer Control Coali-
tion (C5), which includes the 
NYC Health + Hospitals, col-
orectal cancer is the second 
deadliest cancer, killing ap-
proximately 1,400 people each 
year. If caught early, ninety 
percent of colorectal cancers 
are curable.

As the Chief of Gastro-
enterology at NYC Health 
+ Hospitals/Lincoln in the 
Bronx for the past 13 years, 
I’ve seen a promising trend 
in colon cancer awareness, 
diagnosis, and treatment – 
but we must push to do better.  
Colon cancer is not the death 
sentence it once was, and sur-
vival rates have improved 
dramatically, but early detec-

tion is vital.  
Here in the Bronx we 

serve a diverse population 
of patients, and I’m glad to 
say colon cancer awareness 
and the work of the C5 co-
alition in NYC has helped to 
close the disparity in colon 
cancer screening rates that 
exists in most other parts of 
the country among blacks, 
whites, Asians and Hispan-
ics. In New York City, the 
colonoscopy screening rate is 
now the same across ethnic 
groups. 

We are seeing more co-
lon cancer awareness in the 
Bronx and patients are gener-
ally being diagnosed earlier 
and earlier, which is great 
news. Just last year Bronx 
hospitals within our health 
care system performed close 
to 4,000 colonoscopies. 

With all this good news, 
we must not lose momen-
tum in our successes. That 
is why I strongly urge all 
New Yorkers 50 and older to 

get a colonoscopy once ev-
ery 10 years. Patients with a 
family history of colorectal 
cancer should discuss with 
their physician whether they 
should be screened earlier.

People with colon cancer 
often have no symptoms un-
til the disease has reached 
advanced stages, and by the 
time people experience symp-
toms, treatment can be dif-
ficult or ineffective. Signs of 
colon cancer may include:

-
its, including diarrhea, con-
stipation or a change in con-
sistency of stool

in stool

discomfort, such as cramps, 
gas or pain

does not completely empty af-
ter a bowel movement

If you are at the recom-
mended age for a colonoscopy 

or have family history of col-
orectal cancer, I urge you to 
reduce your risk of colon can-
cer and schedule your colonos-
copy. Affordable colonosco-

pies are available at all 11 
public hospitals. Visit www.
nychealthandhospitals.org or 
call 311 to locate a NYC Health 
+ Hospitals location near you. 

Let’s Talk About Colon 
Cancer

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Shaniqua Garvin of Baychester 

recently repped the Bronx on the 
cover of Oprah’s ‘O Magazine’.

The April issue, which hit stands 
on March 15, focused on the weight 
loss journeys of nine woman in the 
tri-state area.

Shaniqua, 35, shared her weight 
loss story, and the goals she set for 
herself.

Weight loss, however, has only 
been a small part of Shaniqua’s 
progress over the course of the past 
year.

In January 2015, her husband 
abruptly passed away, thrusting 
Shaniqua into single motherhood 
- at the time her son was just five-
years-old. 

It was her late husband’s death, 
which was largely caused by his de-
clining health, that made Shaniqua 
realize she needed to live a healthier 
life. 

“My son only has me now,” said 
Shaniqua, who was told she was pre-
diabetic, and that her cholesterol 

Baychester woman 
graces cover of ‘O’ mag 

levels were not good.
 She decided to tackle these prob-

lems by bringing her weight down, 
and making small conscious deci-
sions to change her lifestyle, like 
taking regular walks every after-
noon. 

As an event planner for childrens 
birthday parties, Shaniqua is con-
stantly surrounded by junk food like 
pizza and cake, making poor diet 
choices routine.

“It’s hard to resist when you’ve 
been working all day,” says Shani-
qua. 

Once she started keeping a jour-
nal though, Garvin realized she was 
eating and drinking when she was 
upset or sad, something she never 
realized she did.

“Paying attention to my feelings 
really helped,” said Shaniqua look-
ing back. Now, she rarely drinks and 
makes an effort to stay away from 
junk food. 

Another huge help was learning 
to lean on others and form commu-
nities.

For her weight loss journey, that 
community has been the other eight 
woman she met on the set of Oprah 
Magazine - she has a gym date set 
with one of them for this Friday. 

For coping with the loss of her 
husband, Shaniqua has joined widow 
support groups. 

“Surround yourself with people, 
make connections,” advised Shani-
qua. 

Overall, she feels like a brand 
new person, compared to the woman 
she was just over a year ago. 

“Not to say its not hard, I still 
have bad days, but I have definitely 
come a long way,”  said Shaniqua, 
“It’s like night and day.”

Shaniqua has shed nine pounds 
since she started making healthy 
changes a few months ago. 

She says her goal is to feel great, 
not match a perfect number on a 
scale.

“I want to look good in a bikini, 
I’m waiting till I look and feel good...
and I’ve already been feelin’ pretty 
great,” Shaniqua exclaimed. 

Shaniqua Garvin inside ‘O’ Magazine. 
 Courtesy of Hearst Publishing



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 25-31, 2016 21  BTR



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 25-31, 201622    BTR

LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert Graziosa 
has been certifi ed 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led many 
patients to live 
more happy and 
healthy lives.

B
E
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R

E
A

FT
E

R

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start hCG 
Weight Loss Program

LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 
20–40 lb. LIGHTER

LOSE 
½–2 lb. PER DAY

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue ♦ Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local civic group is reaching out 

to city agencies to improve hazardous  
situations. 

The City Island Civic Association’s 
board penned a letter to three city 
agencies about an array of road con-
ditions in Pelham Bay Park: fl ooding 
on Shore Road between Bartow Circle 
and the county line, street lights that 
do not work, potholes and lack of per-
manent deer crossing signs. 

The civic group wrote the NYC 
Parks Department, Department of En-
vironmental Protection and city De-
partment of Transportation after a 
short fi lm about the dangers of travel-
ing on Shore Road, made by fi lmmak-
ers James and Tommy Breen, gar-
nered widespread attention. 

“When we call 311, write letters, 
and make phone calls to ask that 
these problems be fi xed, we are usu-
ally told that the problem resides with 
one agency or another, but nothing 
happens,” stated the CICA letter, add-
ing “It seems clear that interagency 
collaboration is required to address 
each of the…problems.” 

The letter expressed concerns 
about streams of water running into 
the roadway at several locations on 
Shore Road, along with many pot-
holes along that road and elsewhere 
in the park. 

According to a recent informal 
survey, dozens of lights in Pelham 
Bay Park.

It is diffi cult to make 311 reports 
about outages of lights because often-
times the access roads to City Island 
and those elsewhere in the park have 
no addresses, said CICA fi rst vice-
president Fred Ramftl. 

“I have been reporting issues with 
lights in the park to 311 for the past 

two or two-and-a-half years,” said 
Ramftl. “A lot of the street names are 
not in the city computers.” 

Orchard Beach Road also is prone 
to deer crossings, making for danger-
ous conditions, added Ramftl, who 
said that street lights along that road 
are also frequently hit and knocked 
downed by vehicles. 

Lighting in the park has been a 
stubborn safety concern for a cou-
ple of years, said John Doyle, a CICA 
board member.  

On Shore Road, motorists some-
times even have to drive into the on-
coming traffi c lane to avoid fl ooding 
or ice on the roadway, according to 
published reports

A spokeswoman for Mayor de Bla-
sio’s offi ce said that the city has re-
ceived six complaints about Shore 
Road in the past year, and has re-
sponded aggressively. 

“The Department of Environmen-
tal Protection has determined that 
natural water seepage from under-
ground is likely leading to the de-
terioration,” stated the City Hall 
spokeswoman of Shore Road. “The 
Department of Transportation will 
continue road maintenance to make 
sure potholes are fi lled, and agencies 
will collaborate on a more long-term 
solution to the problem.”

The spokeswoman also stated that 
DOT is aware of concerns regarding 
lighting in this area of the Bronx and 
is already working on repairs.

Councilman James Vacca recently 
was able to procure a temporary elec-
tric message board warning of deer 
that was placed in the park by DOT in 
December 2015.

As of yet, no permanent deer cross-
ing signs have been placed in the park 
by the city, sources said.

City Island requests 
park road fi x-ups

Part of Shore Road is prone to fl ooding, and in winter, the water can freeze and create 
hazardous driving conditions. Photo courtesy of James Breen
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Easter Dinner Pairings Made Simple...

New Throggs Neck Shopping Center (Bronx, NY)

* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 4/1/16.

Find us on facebook.com/wineliquorsuperstore

www.wineliquorsuperstore.com

FREE
PARKING

SALE PRICING CASH OR DEBIT, CAN NOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER VARIETALS

WINE & LIQUOR
SUPERSTORE

Lamb Ham Chicken Pasta Desert

Patron
Silver

$4299
750ml

1.75L is $96.67
Each with purchase

of 3 bottles

Wray &
Nephew

Overproof
White

$35 99
1.75l

Smirnoff
Vodka

$1999
1.75l

Bacardi 
Light & Gold

$1799
1.75l

Hennessy 
VS

$6350
1.75l

Dewars
White Label

$3499
1.75l

Skyy
Vodka 80

$19 99
1.75l

Jack
Daniels

$4297

With Coupon
April 1, 2016

1.75l

Absolut
Vodka 80

$3299

With Coupon
April 1, 2016

1.75l

Johnnie 
Walker Black

$3197

$5997
750ml

1.75l

With Coupon
April 1, 2016

Chalone
Cabernet

Sauvignon
California Wine

$749
750 ml

Coppola 
Diamond

Merlot
California Wine

$1544
750 ml

12.86
Each with purchase

of 3 bottles

Due Torri 
Pinot noir
Italian Wine

$899
750 ml

7.49
Each with purchase

of 3 bottles

Charles & 
Charles Rose

Washington
State

$1198
750 ml

10.00
Each with purchase

of 3 bottles

$399
750 ml

2.95
Each with purchase

of 3 bottles

$1249
750 ml

10.49
Each with purchase

of 3 bottles

Two Oceans 
Sauvignon 

Blanc
South African Wine

J Lohr
Riverstone

Chardonnay
California Wine

$1099
750 ml

9.16
Each with purchase

of 3 bottles

Da Vinci
Chianti

Italian Wine

Santa
Margherita 
Pinot Grigio

On Sale
$2099

750ml

Baileys Vanilla
Cinnamon

$2999

Sale
2 Bottles $3999

6.24
Each with purchase

of 3 bottles
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BY JOANNA WALCH, TAISE MARTINEZ, 
AND GEETANGALIE GOBERDAN

On Tuesday, March 8, Interna-
tional Women’s Day, a world-wide 
event that celebrates the economic, 
political and social achievements of 
women from the past, present and fu-
ture, was celebrated.  

This holiday originated in Italy as 
a political event. Over the course of 
history International Women’s Day 
has become a part of the culture of 
many countries and is now widely 
known as a day for men to express 
their love and appreciation for the 
women in their lives by giving them 
a yellow fl ower called a mimosa. 

This year Saint Barnabas High 
School celebrated International 
Women’s Day with a dress down and 
bake sale sponsored by the school’s 
Italian Club. 

The donation proceeds went to 
help the less fortunate for the upcom-
ing Easter holiday. The Italian Club 
also held a school assembly where 
the students had the privilege of lis-
tening to Bronx County Civil Court 
Judge, Llinet Rosado, speak about 
her inspiring life story. 

Judge Rosado was born in the city 
of Santiago de Los Caballeros in the 
Dominican Republic and immigrated 
to the United Sates as a young child. 
In 1997 she graduated from Union 
University at Albany Law School and 
started her impressive career. 

Most recently she named as one 

International Women’s Day 
at St. Barnabas High School

of the “Bronx’s 25 Most Infl uential 
Women” an honor sponsored by the 
Bronx Time Reporter. 

In September 2016, Judge Rosado 
will also be honored by the Domini-
can Bar Association for her note-
worthy contributions to the Latino 
community and demonstrated com-
mitment to diversity and inclusion 
within the legal profession. 

Prior to Judge Rosado’s speech, 
members of the SBHS Italian Club 
told stories of women from various 
cultures who have made a difference 
in the world. 

Judge Rosado followed the same 
suit and spoke to the students about 
her childhood, her background and 
the importance of family. She spoke 
of how her struggles in life helped 
her grow and become a successful 
judge. Her story is a great example of 
courage, strength, integrity, and an 
inspiration for young women every-
where. 

The students of Saint Barnabas 
were touched and quite inspired by 
her encouraging words. 

St. Barnabas High School is an 
all-girls, independent Catholic high 
school located in the Woodlawn sec-
tion of the Northeastern Bronx, ad-
joining the city of Yonkers. 

For more information about St. 
Barnabas High School, contact Jen-
nifer Geideman at (718) 325-8800 
x11, or email jgeideman@stbarna-
bashigh.com.

Bronx County Civil Court Judge, Llinet Rosado giving her speech at Saint Barnabas High 
School.
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Monday - Friday  3:00pm-9:00pm
Saturday  9:00am-6:00pm

NOW REGISTERING FOR OUR SUMMER CLASSES
AND PERFORMING ARTS DAY CAMP

#1 Studio For The Past 35 Years!
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPIONS!

www.fancyfeet.com

Unionport Road
1306 Unionport RD

Castle Hill
Parkchester Area

347-691-3443

Crosby Avenue
1628 Crosby Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461
718-824-1981

Allerton Avenue
1295 Allerton Avenue

Bronx, NY 10469
718-405-5136
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Bronx Physical Therapy, LLP
3611 East Tremont Avenue 

Bronx, NY 10465 
Call us today!
718-904-9581

www.bronxpt.com

Qualit� IMPROVED 

OF LIFE

That is our goal and our commitment to our 
residents and the community

The NEW Biodex Balance System SD uses static 
and dynamic testing and training technology which can 

help improve balance, strength and overall mobility 
allowing patients to avoid fall and regain mobility - 

Contact us make an appointment to tour our facility and 
see the difference we can make in the life of residents 

and the community at-large.

Helping to Prevent Falls
nt to our 
ty

“The Clinical Advantage”™

Biodex Balance System SD

Ask about the Fall Risk Screening Program
before you fall...

In our continuing effort to provide the 
best care and treatment available, we 
now offer a Fall Risk Screening and 
Conditioning program at our facility. 

This allows us to safely and effectively 
treat old adults, post surgical rehabilitation patients, using 

balance testing and weight shift exercises to ensure that our 
residents, and the community, maintain the highest quality

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Jacobi Medical Center and North 

Central Bronx Hospital continues to 
use interactive technology in a sus-
tained, coordinated effort to promote 
HIV prevention and awareness. 

The medical center has reached a 
milestone of 120,000 people being tested 
through rapid testing, an HIV test that 
can produce results about 20 minutes, 
since it started its large, coordinated 
testing effort called Project B.R.I.E.F., 
according to hospital offi cials. 

It is also fully implementing rela-
tively new methods of protecting peo-
ple who are at high risk of infection, 
unwittingly or not, to HIV, offi cials 
said. 

Project B.R.I.E.F. was started in 
2002 by Dr. Yvette Calderon and Dr. 
Jason Leider, who have both risen 
through the ranks of the North Bronx 
Health Network, which runs Jacobi 
and NCBH, since founding the pro-
gram that diagnoses the virus that 
causes AIDS as resident physicians. 

Project B.R.I.E.F. stands for behav-
ior intervention, rapid HIV test, inno-
vative video, effi cient cost and health 
care savings, and facilitated seamless 
linkage to outpatient HIV care, accord-
ing to a spokesman. 

The project seeks to handle illit-
eracy that often serves as a barrier to 
medical treatment, including HIV test-
ing and prevention, said the doctor. A 
state law that requires a signed con-
sent to test for HIV also can sometimes 
complicate getting people tested. 

“We have to convey the importance 
of being tested and the importance of 
coming for healthcare to many peo-
ple who have diffi culty in reading the 
written word,” said Dr. Leider, Jacobi’s 
adult HIV medical director. 

He explained the program uses in-
teractive technology like video in Eng-
lish and Spanish to reach a clientele 
that sometimes cannot read well, with 
the doctor citing county health rank-
ings that show more than 40% of bor-
ough adults may be illiterate, not able 
to read at an eighth grade level. 

Project B.R.I.E.F. seeks to utilize all 
NCBH’s departments, including phar-
macies, dental offi ces, and emergency 
departments to encourage people to be 
rapid tested and to learn more about 
HIV using interactive technology, he 
said. 

About 90% of the people who do test 
HIV positive, there are about 25,000 to 
30,000 estimated people in the borough 
who have HIV or AIDS, accept treat-
ment, said Dr. Leider. 

The doctor said treatment is some-
times free and often can prevent ‘op-
portunistic’ infections that can arise 
from having a weak immune system. 

The doctor said that with Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr.’s ‘#Not62’ 
initiative working to raise health out-
comes, preventing HIV infections need 

Jacobi Medical Ctr. uses 
innovation to fi ght HIV

to be a key component. 
“The HIV diagnoses and deaths 

from AIDS is one of the things that 
keeps the Bronx in last place,” said 
the doctor, referring to a Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation annual survey 
that showed the Bronx in last place 
out the New York State’s 62 counties in 
overall health for several years. 

In addition to the 120,000 people 
who have been tested, NCBH is also 
making full use of new treatments 
including pre-exposure and post-ex-
posure Prophylaxis, pills that people 
can take when they are at a high-risk 
for HIV infection either before or after 
possible exposure to the virus, accord-
ing to Dr. Leider and a Jacobi spokes-
man. 

Treatments like Post-exposure Pro-
phylaxis are useful for people who may 
have had unwanted exposure to HIV, 
said Dr. Leider.

This could be for police offi cers that 
may have been bitten by a suspect who 
could be HIV positive, or emergency 
medical technicians or civilians who 
are accidently pricked by a needle, ex-
plained the doctor. 

It can also be used to prevent in-
fection shortly after someone has sex 
with an HIV-effected partner without 
protection, or when a condom breaks, 
the doctor said.  

If you would like an HIV rapid test, 
just go to the Jacobi or NCBH emer-
gency department, said a hospital 
spokesman. 

Hospital offi cials also stated HIV is 
at epidemic proportions among black 
and Latino gay men, and they cited a 
recent medical study showing 50% and 
25% respectively will be HIV infected 
at some time in their lives. 

Dr. Jason Leider, adult HIV medical director 
at Jacobi Medical Center. 
 Photo courtesy of Jacobi Medical Center
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14oz CUT OF BLACK 
ANGUS PRIME RIB

SOUP OR SALAD, PRIME RIB POTATO, 
VEGETABLES & DESSERT

$1995

PRIME RIB 
TUESDAYS

18oz BLACK ANGUS SHELL STEAK
SERVED ON SIZZLING PLATTER

HOUSE SPECIAL

BEST STEAK
IN THE NECK!

Join us on Easter Sunday
We will be serving Brunch

from 11 am til 2pm
Easter Dinner

From 2pm til 10pm

Happy Easter
to All our Customers and Friends

From the Clipper Crew

Throggs Neck

CLIPPER
Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks
A place where strangers are not strangers ... but friends who have yet to meet!
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EARLY BIRD DINNER
Monday–Thursday

4PM–6PM

Soup or Salad,
 Entrée, Coffee & Dessert

SUNDAY BRUNCH
11AM–3PM

Includes choice of Mimosa, 
Bloody Mary or Glass Of Beer

Traditional Irish Breakfast

COMPLETE
LUNCH

MON. – FRI.

$7 BAR LUNCHES
Monday–Friday 12PM–4PM

$2 DOMESTIC
PINTS
Til 6PM

$1495
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718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

SALE

COUNTRY LIFE
NATROL NEW CHAPTER 

BARLEANS
(FLAX PRODUCTS ONLY)

25%
OFF

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 
Organic Foods Herbs Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 03/31/16

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Castle Hill Little League 

celebrated its diamond 60th 
anniversary at its recent gala. 

The league, which teaches 
baseball to boys and girls 
ages four to 16, marked this 
remarkable milestone on Fri-
day, March 18 at Maestro’s Ca-
terers. 

CHLL welcomed back 
about 20 alumni players and 
league offi cials, as well sev-
eral elected offi cials and up-
wards of 300 guests in total, 
said Henry Pelayo, CHLL 

CHLL celebrates diamond anniversary
president. 

Senator Jeff Klein was the 
keynote speaker.

Klein presented the league 
with a proclamation celebrat-
ing their anniversary, as did 
Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr., As-
semblyman Michael Bene-
detto, Assemblyman Luis Sep-
ulveda and city Comptroller 
Scott Stringer. 

According to Pelayo, the 
current ‘nucleus’ of the league 
is its volunteer parents, who 
do everything from maintain 
the fi elds to teaching the fun-

damentals of the game. 
For the future, he said that 

league offi cials hope to expand 
the number of teams beyond 
the 30 it currently fi elds, cre-
ate more travel teams to repre-

Castle Hill Little League Board of Directors and 60th Anniversary Committee (back row, l-r)
vice president Rene Aponte, Mickey Fryer, Kwan Justinano, president Henry Pelayo, Sena-
tor Klein, Assemblyman Benedetto, Ben Zapata, Mayra Soto, Sherrees Sanchez (front row, l-r)
Christina Martinez, Helen Vega, Irma Fonseca, Michelle Arce-Cruz. Photo by Laura Stone

sent CHLL and continue to im-
prove its faculties on Zerega 
Avenue that some people in 
the community call “the mini-
Yankee Stadium.” 

The league will kick off its 

season this year with its an-
nual parade on Saturday, May 
7. It usually features about 800 
participants and is the big-
gest little league parade in the 
city. 

Assemblyman Benedetto and Senator Klein presented a citation and a 
proclamation to the league offi cials. Photo by Laura Stone
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
IGRT RADIATION THERAPYRADIATION THERAPY-CHEMOTHERAPY-

IMMUNOTHERAPY-CLINICAL STUDIES

COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
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Save on discount rail and show packages with LIRR  
and Metro-North at mta.info

NY Waterway combo tickets also available at AutoShowNY.com

RECORDED INFO: 800-282-3336

Buy Tickets Online or at the Door
Tickets are just $16, children $7

FOR SECURITY PURPOSES, NO BACKPACKS ALLOWED.  

RANDOM SECURITY AND BAG CHECKS.  

AN ACTIVITY OF THE GREATER NEW YORK  

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS ASSOCIATION.

MON-SAT 10AM-10PM  SUN 10AM-7PM

JAVITS CENTER     AUTOSHOWNY.COM
MAR 25 - APR 3, 2016

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
BronxNet, the public access 

cable TV network in the bor-
ough, released the third epi-
sode of a new program ‘Open 
University’ this past Tuesday. 

This show is one of several 
new programs that are being 
launched out of BronxNet East 
at Mercy College.

The program, produced en-
tirely by college students pur-
suing careers in media and 
communications, will focus 
on issues that students care 
about. 

“They choose what to report 
on,” said Michael Max Knobbe, 
executive director of Bronx-
Net, “Students in our borough 
need a voice.”

While students prepped the 
set, fi lmed, and interviewed the 
guests, Knobbe stood back and 
watched but didn’t get involved 
at all, letting the students pro-
duce the entire segment com-
pletely themselves.

In honor of Women’s History 
Month, the guests on Tuesday’s 
show were Lynn K. Hobson, a 
hip-hop publicist, and Marisa 
White, the director of creative 
services at BronxNet. 

Open University gives students a voice
Both women delivered solid 

advice to young ladies looking 
to conquer their career ambi-
tions. 

“If you have a goal and one 
option doesn’t work out, make 
a list of everything else you 
can do to create that same out-
come,” said Hobson. 

Each student on set had 
their own story to tell and 
their own reason for becoming 
a part of the BronxNet family. 

For instance, Nicole Iar-
ossi is a veteran. No, not of 
BronxNet - she was in the U.S. 
Army and served in Afghani-
stan for 10 months in 2004. 

While trying to lift a 
69-pound weapon by herself 
(usually a two-man lift)  Ni-
cole blew out her back and 
ended up needing shoulder 
surgery. 

“It’s nothing compared to 
what happens to other people,” 
said Nicole, with earnest hu-
mility. 

When she got back to the 
states, Nicole was determined 
to fi nish her journalism de-
gree.

She needed an internship 
to graduate, and had been ac-

cepted to intern at ‘Good Day 
New York’. 

However, as a mother and 
a student Nicole wasn’t able to 
meet the demands of the net-
work so she decided to intern 
with BronxNet. 

“At the time I was so upset,” 
recalls Nicole, “But now I re-
ally believe everything hap-
pens for a reason. At Bronxne 

I’m not fi ling papers or fetch-
ing coffee - on my fi rst day they 
were like ‘here- take the cam-
era’”.

By comparing the fi rst 
show she packaged to the ones 
she works on now, Nicole sees 
her exponetnial growth and 
credits it all to the hands on 
learning she got  through the 
program. 

Today, she has just one more 
class until graduation, and has 
already taken her LSATS for 
law school.

Some other new TV shows 
coming out of BronxNet East 
include Bronx Buzz, a show 
featuring local journalists 
each week, and Family Voices, 
dedicated to families of the 
borough. 

(l-r) Student host Nancy Asiamah and creative services director Marisa White on the set of ‘Open University’. 
 Photo courtesy of Michael Max Knobbe
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MAX
LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

800-469-6292    TTY 711 
7 days a week, 8:00 am to 8:00 pm

www.villagecaremax.org

Our Members Are 
Our #1 Priority

We are a 5-star rated 
Managed Long-Term Care Plan 

5-star overall rating based 
on the 2014 NYC Region 
MLTC Consumer Guide, 

published by the
 New York  State 

Department of Health

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Hi again! Just a 

few words, remem-
ber our regular post 
meeting is the 3rd 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
no matter what I may 
type. That’s at Amer-
ican Turners, the Turner Club. Great to see Aux-
iliary and Sons participating. Welcome new mem-
bers Sal, Sal and Angelo.

We have nominations for post offi cers in April, 
and elections in May to be followed by the Bronx 
County Convention in June so our paperwork is 
in-sync for the Department Convention up state, 
followed by the national event.

Our Sunday, June 19 meeting would fall on Fa-
ther’s Day so we are planning our end-of-season 
and welcome summer BBQ for the following Sun-
day, June 26 at Throggs Neck Memorial Post 1456.  
We’ll let you know.  

April events are sold out. See, you have to come 
to a meeting and hear about all the great events 
that we are involved in.

I’m from the government, I’m here to help?  
Not!  Remember, we are opposed, unanimously, to 
any exercise machines being placed in the dedi-
cated memorial area of Veterans Memorial Park. 
Period.  End of discussion!

Until next time: Someone mentioned I really 
need to show up at the Bronx County Convention.

BY LYNN GERBINO
Our next meet-

ing will be held on 
Tuesday, March 
29 at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Villa Barone 
Manor. Our guest 
speaker will be 
Joel Balavram, Senior Consumer Frauds repre-
sentative from NYS Attorney General Eric Sch-
neiderman’s offi ce. Balavram will speak about 
protecting yourself from consumer frauds, senior 
scams, internet safety, civil and labor rights and 
a host of other important issues. All are welcome, 
including new members. 

We hope you join us.
The St. Patrick’s Day parade was great. Con-

gratulations to this year’s grand marshals Nor-
een and David Kilkenny and Honored Clergy Rev. 
Christopher Devron from all of us at Throggs 
Neck Homeowners. Also I would like to thank Rob 
Barbarelli and Leanna and Rosemarie Vetter for 
rounding out the ranks of the TNHOA contingent. 
Thank also go out to Michael and Emily Barrett 
who carried a banner welcoming their dad, Mike, 
back from Afghanistan. Welcome back Mike.

Once again, members are being solicited by real 
estate agents asking them to sell their houses. Un-
fortunately, we cannot stop them from doing this 
because the non-solicitation order in Community 
Board 10 has expired. Senator Jeff Klein has taken 
up the mantle of helping us to get these orders re-
stored in CB10 once again. 

I am asking you to bring all of the solicitations 
from real estate agents to the meetings and, more 
importantly, if you receive unsolicited phone calls, 
please mark down day and time and who called 
you and what they said. Armed with this documen-
tation, we will try to once again get the non-solici-
tation orders in place.

If you have not yet sent in your dues, please do 
so. You can send a check for $15 to: Throggs Neck 
Homeowners Association, P.O. Box 25, Throggs 
Neck Station, Bronx, NY 10465.

You can reach us by calling (718) 823-0327 or 
leave a message on our Facebook page...Throggs 
Neck Homeowners Association. 
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Photos by Silvio Pacifi co

Local elected offi cials march in the parade.

Honorary Grand Marshal Thomas Laughlin Hon. Grand Marshals Monica Burns and Charlie Capezuti

Knights of Columbus - New York Chapter In Memory of George ‘Pepe’ Peragine

Hon. Grand Marshal Elizabeth Kelleher Marching Group Honorary Grand Marshal Teresa O’Hara

The New York Ancients Fife and Drum Band Honorary Grand Marshal Andy Ricciardella

St. Raymond’s Gaelic Football ClubTheodore Korony American Legion Post 253

Preston High School Alumnae St. Catharine AcademyPreston High School Gaelic Society

Community Board 10

Honorary Grand Marshal Alice Tell



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 25-31, 2016 33  BTR

THROGGS NECK

Photos by Silvio Pacifi co

St. Catharine Academy’s JV Cheerleaders FDNY Emergency Medical Service Pipes and Drums Corp.

St. Raymond Academy St. Raymond Elementary School

M.S. 101 Dance Team Local 79 Laborers International Union

DA Beach Club Elevator Constructors Local 1

Girl Scout Troops 6127 and 6124Our Lady of the Assumption School

P.S. 71 and OLA’s Girl Scout Troops Chippewa Democratic ClubThroggs Neck Homeowners Association

M.S. 101 Cheerleaders

FDNY EMT Pipes and Drums Corp.

St. Raymond High School for Boys



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 25-31, 201634    BTR

Photos by Silvio Pacifi co

Welcome Home Mike Barrett Little Prodigies Daycare

P.S. 14

Country Club Civic Association

Star of the Sea - Sea Cadet Corps.

Villa Maria Academy

St. Frances de Chantal School

Girl Scout Troop 1064

Uniformed Fire Fighters Association

St. Benedict’s Fife and Drum Corps.

Cardinal Spellman High School

St. Theresa’s Cub Pack 1214

St. Theresa’s Girl Scout Troops

Cardinal Spellman High School Emerald Society St. Theresa Elementary School Irishfree School of Irish Dancing
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Photos by Silvio Pacifi co

Academy of Mount St. Ursula Hon. Grand Marshals George Peragine and Robert Connolly

Throggs Neck Volunteer Ambulance Corps Jeanne Jugan Residence Little Sisters of the Poor In Memory of Dear Friends Bill Twomey, Laura D’Attore and 
Billy Heaney Marching Group

 

Reusable the Musical

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Bronx Charter School 
for Better Learning 
now accepting applications 
for the 2016 – 2017 
School Year!
The Bronx Charter School 
for Better Learning 
now has two sites!

To access our application, please 
complete the common application 
through the New York City 
Charter School Center:
www.nyccharterschools.org/
charter-school-search

By completing the common 
application, you have an opportunity 
to apply to both BBL 1 and BBL 2, 
as well as other neighboring charter 
schools, with one simple application.

The application deadline 
is April 1st by 4pm.

OUR TWO LOCATIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS:

BBL 1 (K – 5)
3740 Baychester Ave.

Bronx, NY 10466

BBL 2 (K – 1)
2445 Gunther Ave.
Bronx, NY 10469
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Nick Mosca, on the (r) from the George Jackson Academy teaches public speaking, English 
and Social Justice to all children involved in the debate. Photo by Laura Stone

Deven Avant speaks passionately about his team’s question, “If you work hard, you can 
achieve anything in America.” Teammates Mohammad Moussaif (l) and Rany Abouhala (r) 
look on.

The Children’s Aid Society held an event in honor of Black History Month that had students 
of color debating social issues.  The debate contest, which honed the skills of the young 
children, was held at Fannie Lou Hamer Freedom High School on Saturday, February 27 and 
is part of CAS’ African American Male Initiative. Assemblyman Marcos Crespo served as a 
judge for part of the contest. 

CHILDREN’S AID SOCIETY HOLDS DEBATE

Preston High School varsity basketball play-
er Christine Rice scored 1,000 points in her 
fi rst three years of play.  A ceremony to rec-
ognize the high school junior’s achievement 
was held on center court in Monsignor Scan-
lan High School, before Preston’s play-off 
games against St. Joseph by the Sea from 
Staten Island. 
    Christine Rice scored 1,000 points in her 
fi rst three years on the court. Silvio J. Pacifi co

HOOPSTER CELEBRATES 1,000TH POINT

Below, (l-r) Preston athletic director Jamie 
Scrapits, head coach William McCaffrey, 
Christine Rice, Angela Rice, Preston princi-
pal Jane Grendell and Preston dean of stud-
ies Cynthia Chambers. Silvio J. Pacifi co

Christine Rice and her teammates - The Preston Panthers. Silvio J. Pacifi co

Congressman Joseph Crowley held his 17th annual celebration to com-
memorate Black History Month in Queens on Monday, February 22.  
Guest of honor was Congressman Hakeem Jeffries of the Black Con-
gressional Caucus. Among the honorees was 49th Precinct Community 
Affairs Detective Jay Sturdivant.

CONGRESSMAN CROWLEY
CELEBRATES BLACK HISTORY

(l-r) Congressman Joeseph Crowley; 49th Precinct Community Affairs 
Detective Jay Sturdivant; Queens Community Board 3 district manager 
Giovanna Reid; Jim Galloway, LeFrak City Merchants’ Association presi-
dent and guest of honor Congressman Hakeem Jeffries. 
 Photo courtesy Congressman Crowley’s offi ce
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1Cannot be combined with prior purchases, other offers, or coupons. Offer not available in all areas. Discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract 
execution and applies to minimum purchase of 4 or more windows and/or patio doors as part of Instant Rewards Plan which requires purchase during initial visit 
to qualify. 0% APR and no payments for 12 months available, subject to qualifying credit approval. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates apply for customer 
with lower credit ratings. Interest accrues but is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months. Financing not valid with other offers or prior 
purchases. Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. All financing is provided by third-party 
lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, which are subject to 
credit requirements. Renewal by Andersen retailers do not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders 
interested in financing. NJ Consumer Affairs License #: 13HV01541700. NYC Consumer Affairs License#: 1244514. Nassau Consumer Affairs License #: 
H0810150000. Suffolk Consumer Affairs License #:43991-H. NYC 1307704. Rockland County License#:H-11942-07-00-00. Renewal by Andersen of Central/
Northern NJ and Long Island are independently owned and operated affiliates operating in the NJ/NY metropolitan area. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks 
where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2016 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2016 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

This isn’t one of those ‘limited time’ offers  
that’s not really limited; we’re only offering  
this discount and SmartSun™ glass upgrade 
for 31 days.1

There are limited appointments available, 
and you must book yours before 

March 31st…

Renewal by Andersen is the replacement 
window division of Andersen; there isn’t a 
more trusted window company in the country.  

Interest 
NO NO NO

Money Down Payments

for 1 year1

Offer available with our Instant Product Rewards. Minimum purchase of 4 or more windows and/or patio doors at time of initial visit. Financing provided by third parties 
and is subject to credit requirements. Interest accrues during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months.

SAVE $300 

on every window1 
SAVE $825 

on every patio door1 

window &  
patio door

SALE ENDS MARCH 31ST!

sale
31 DAY 

1-800-400-0807
Call now to book your FREE Window Diagnosis

BONUS! 
Includes upgrade to  

our SmartSunTM Glass 
to help keep your home even more comfortable
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

MARCH
“PUCKER”

MADNESS!

Have your lips fi lled 
and a friend pays

1/2 PRICE!
BD Members: 
ENJOY OUR 

BOTOX SPECIAL

$50 OFF 
your next treatment of 
20 units or more and 

earn points!
New BD members 

welcome!

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue ♦ Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576 High school juniors and seniors 
in the Bronx are invited to attend 
the 2016 Biological Sciences Career 
and College Day held at Bronx Com-

munity College, 2155 University 
Avenue, on April 1, from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. in the lower level of Colston 
Hall. Space is limited!. RSVP as soon 
as possible. 

In addition, the college is invit-
ing science professionals to come set 
up a table and talk to high school se-
niors and first-year college students. 
Your participation in this event will 
aid in changing the trajectory of the 
lives of NYC youth and shaping the 
future workforce.  

Register at http://goo.gl/
forms/4XnIx8yr7b to Table as a career 
representative no later than March 24.  
If you’re interested in presenting as a 
guest speaker register here:  http://
goo.gl/forms/ZGoKTgzNTz.   

* * *

Houlihan-Parnes Realtors, 

LLC, celebrating 125 years of con-
tinuous professional service, has ar-
ranged a loan secured by a 1st mort-
gage in the amount of $2,000,000 
encumbering a property located 
at 2075 Haviland Avenue in the 
Castle Hill section.  The property 
is improved with a 5-story brick 
walk-up rental apartment build-
ing constructed in 1916.  There are 
26 apartments, 4 retail stores and a 
basement containing the oil burn-
ing boiler and meters for gas and 
electric use.

* * *

Shante Armstrong, director of 
the Mosholu Montefi ore Commu-

nity Teen Center for 13 to 18 years 
old announces that registration 
is now taking place. The program 
dates are from March 29 to May 19. 

Featured are the College Bound 
Program, Fashion Design program, 
Mini lodge, the actor’s workshop 
program, Fitness Bootcamp, and 
Hip Hop Dance. 

The teen center also offers the 
Great Ballerz Basketball program 
with tournament competitions. The 
center is open Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursdays starting at 6::30  to 9 
p.m., other classes offered are cook-
ing, recording studio, young voices 
and an open gym. 

To register come to MMCC from 
Tuesday to Thursday starting at 6:15 
p.m, bring a school ID or any form of 
ID for proof of age. MMCC is located 
at 3450 DeKalb Avenue and Gun Hill 
Road. The number is (718) 882-4000 
Ext. 0.

* * *

District Attorney Darcel D. 

Clark announced a series of key ap-
pointments to her staff.

Jean T. Walsh will join the DA’s 
staff as Chief of the Investigations 
Division. In that capacity she will 
oversee the new Rikers Island Pros-
ecution Bureau, the Public Integ-
rity Bureau, the Special Investiga-
tions Unit and other investigative 
bureaus.

 Deanna G. Logan will be Chief 
of the Rikers Island Prosecution Bu-
reau. 

Wanda Perez-Maldonado will 
be Chief of the Public Integrity Bu-
reau. 

Tarek A. Rahman will be Chief of 
the Special Investigations Unit. 

Gina Mignola will be Chief of the 
Conviction Integrity Unit and Dep-
uty Chief of the Appeals Bureau. 

Seth Steed joins the Conviction 
Integrity Unit as an Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney. 

Career Day at BCC

 The offi ces of Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj and Senator Jeff Klein 
have partnered with the NYC De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion to host a free Rain Barrel Give-
away. The giveaway will be held on 
Saturday, April 2, in the school yard 
of P.S. 97, located at 1375 Mace Ave-
nue, .

The 60-gallon rain barrels pro-
vided by NYC DEP are easy to in-
stall and connect directly to a prop-
erty owner’s downspout to capture 
and store the storm water that falls 

on the rooftop. The water collected 
in the rain barrel can then be used 
to water lawns and gardens, or for 
other outdoor chores. 

Rain barrels should only be used 
for non-potable purposes, such as 
gardening, and must be discon-
nected from the downspout during 
the winter months to avoid freez-
ing.

To reserve your free rain barrel, 
contact the offi ce of Assemblyman 
Gjonaj at (718) 409-0109; or the offi ce 
of Senator Klein at (718) 822-2049.

Rain barrel giveaway
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Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. joined Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas, Councilman Costa Constantinides and the Hellenic Orthodox Community of the Bronx in honoring distin-
guished Greek American community leaders at this year’s Greek Heritage Celebration.  The ceremony was held on Wednesday, March 9 at St. Peter the Apostle Greek Orthodox Church 
where elected offi cials presented citations and proclamations to the Katsihtis Family, owners of the Crown Deli and Court Diner; Demetra Plagakis, Working Girl Productions for Charity; 
Gerasimos Stefanitsis, owner of the Pelham Bay Diner and Senator Michael Gianaris. 

DIAZ HOSTS GREEK HERITAGE CELEBRATION

(l-r) Councilman Costa Constantinides; the Katsihtis Family, owners of Crown Deli and Court 
Diner; Jerry Stefanitsis, Pelham Bay Diner owner; Fr. Maximos Politis, St. Peter the Apostle 
Greek Orthodox Church pastor; Demetra Plagakis, Working Girl Productions for Charity; Bor-
ough President Diaz; Assemblywoman Simotas and Senator Gianaris. Photo by Miriam Quin

Councilman Constantinides, Borough President Diaz, Assemblywoman Simotas and Senator 
Gianaris present the Katsihtis Family (c) with their citations and a proclamation. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Principal John Paul Barnaba (c) celebrated last Thursday with card party volunteers and 
organizers. Photo by Jehovy Santiago

Our Lady of the Assumption students had a great time celebrating their school’s card party.
 Photo by Jehovy Santiago

Our Lady of the Assumption School celebrated its 24th annual ‘Around the World’ card party last Thursday, March 10 at Maestro’s Caterers.  The well-attended event involved school 
administrators, card party volunteers and organizers and faculty and staff celebrating with students and their families.

OLA’S ‘AROUND THE WORLD’ CARD PARTY

Students from M.S. 325 visit Plaza Construction headquarters at Avenue of the Americas in 
Manhattan. Photo courtesy of Plaza Construction

Students from M.S. 325 visited Plaza Construction’s offi ces in Manhattan, and a work site, to 
learn about the types of careers available in the construction industry.  The visit occurred 
on Thursday, February 25 and was arranged by Joseph Macchia, a teacher at the school. The 
fi rm’s president, Richard Wood,  took part in the hands-on demonstrations. 

M.S. 325 VISITS PLAZA CONSTRUCTION
Councilwoman Annabel Palma collaborated with the New York City Department of Environ-
mental Protection to distribute free rain barrels to local homeowners last Saturday, March 
12 in front of the Bronx YMCA.

PALMA CONDUCTS RAIN BARREL GIVEAWAY

(l-r) Humberto Galarza, DEP; Valerie Borgella; Bernadette Clark Shephard; Mariela Salazar 
from Councilwoman Palma’s offi ce; Effi e Ardizzone, DEP; David Colon; Luciill Gantt; Sandy 
Mercado from Sustainable South Bronx; Miguel Vasquez, DEP and Frank Fontana, DEP. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

YORKIE MONTH SPECIAL - FREE TOOTHBRUSHING

“Jellybean”
Jellybean is 4 years old. 
Her birthday is January 
22nd 2012. She loves 
everyone and is very 
playful, affectionate & 
energetic

YORKIE MONTH

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House.
Let Us Sell Your Home

Distinguished Homes & Properties
Phone: 718-684-1411 Cell: 917-957-6800

3602 E Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465

Larry “Large” Weinstein

Top Producer

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

Offi ce/Retail Space - Tremont Avenue - great foot, car and bus traffi cStarting at $800/Month

COMMERCIAL SPACE

APARTMENTS WANTED

Home Of The

BOYS JUNIOR VARSITY

METRO CUSTOM PRINTING
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602-B E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

COMING SOON

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

GRAND OPENING

Stylist: Jen  Barber: Jay

50% OFF
First Service

2015-16
ST.LUCY’S SCHOOL

Basketball Team Champions 

Congratulates

Vance Calderin, Argon Berisha, Thomas Ufl aj, Jaryn Bull,
Joshua Morales, Robert Bori, Pablo Santos, Nathan Munoz

715 Oakland Place
Beautiful Renovated Two(2) Family Home Three(3) Bedroom 1Bath 
Over Three(3) Bedroom 1Bath Over A Walkout Basement. This 
Home Has A Big Backyard And A Common Driveway. There is a 
Porch And Garden Area In Front Of Home

.$529,000

660 Morris Park Avenue
Commercial Space Of Approximate 1500 Sq. Ft. Located On Morris Park Ave Between Victor Street And 
Unionport Road. Well Traffi c With Cars, Buses And Foot Traffi c. Close To Subway. Perfect For Medical 
Field, Lawyers, Or Any Franchise. Looking For Long Term Tenant. Negotiable

$3500.00/month
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Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. celebrat-
ed Dominican Heritage Month on Thursday, 
February 25. The event, co-sponsored by 
Healthfi rst, had Victoria Soto, host of Ac-
ceso Total on Telemundo, as mistress of 
ceremonies. 

BP DOMINICAN HERITAGE CELEBRATION

(l-r) Honorees Rolando Acosta and Evelyn 
Rivera, Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr., 
Telemundo 47 weather anchor Victoria Sosa, 
Senator Adriano Espaillat, and Romano Jag-
uez, Dominican Republic vice counsel in New 
York. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(right) Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
gives Francisco Lazala (l) a Citation of Merit
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Cardinal Timothy Dolan (front, center) with Fr. Robert Alfi eri (back left); Theresa Bivona school 
principal (r), Art and Foreign Language teacher Lorena Della Camera (far right) and studentss 
Nicholas and Salvatore Bonasia, Jaden Adorno, Bekim Veseli, Anthony Spoto and Lia. 
 Silvio J. Pacifi co

Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan celebrated Mass with 450 students and faculty of St. Clare of As-
sisi Church on Thursday, February 25.  The school choir sang during the Mass, and students 
prayed in English, Albanian, Spanish and Italian.  The mass was concelebrated by Fr. Robert 
Aufi eri, pastor of St.Clare of Assisi Church, Fr. Salvator De Stefano, Parochial Vicar, and 
part-time associate Fr. Daniel Fitzpatrick, SJ and Fr. Patrick Sullivan, SJ.  To conclude Mass, 
the Cardinal marched around the block from the church to the newly dedicated Fr. Vincent 
Taglienti Center at 1925 Hone Avenue, fl anked by students and children.  The Chapel of the 
Center will now serve as a Center of Prayer for Catholic School and Religious Education 
students and parishioners. 

CARDINAL DOLAN VISITS ST. CLARE’S

As part of the #GetAlarmedNYC campaign, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj hosted a free smoke/
carbon monoxide alarm giveaway event on Monday, February 22 at his 1126 Pelham Parkway 
South district offi ce.  Participants were also given the opportunity to schedule a free home 
installation for these alarms.

SMOKE/CARBON MONOXIDE
ALARM GIVEAWAY

(l-r) Guy Chiaperini; Natalia Fernandez, Assemblyman Gjonaj’s chief of staff, fi refi ghter Ste-
phen Comer; FDNY Lieutenant Tim Byrne and Victor Williams picked up free smoke detectors 
at last Monday’s event. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The School of American Ballet presented 
‘The Beauty of Ballet’, a free, family-friendly 
project that illustrated how students de-
velop into accomplished classical ballet 
dancers on Saturday, February 20 at Hostos 
Center for the Arts and Culture.  SAB fac-
ulty member Katrina Killian and advanced 
students from SAB showcased examples 
of advanced classroom training exercises 
and performed excerpts from ‘The Sleeping 
Beauty’, ‘The Nutcracker’ and ‘Swan Lake’ to 
live music. 

(l-r) Dancers India Bradley and Darius Black 
frolic with Leah Halmon and Valerie Rudolph
 Photo by Robert Benimoff

Dancers Gabriela Schiefer (l) and Mary Thomas MacKinnon with aspiring ballerinas  
Kelsys Suriel, India Coakley and Valerie Rudolph. Photo by Robert Benimoff

SAB PERFORMS
AT HOSTOS
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Appetizers
Fried Calamari

Stuffed Mushrooms 
Shrimp Cocktail

Eggplant Rollatini 

Entrees
Roast Leg of Lamb 

served with Vegetables & Potato

Broiled Stuffed Filet of Sole 
served with Vegetable 

Prime Rib Ajus
served with Vegetable

Chicken Breast
with Artichoke Hearts & Mushrooms in a delicious Sauce served with Vegetable

 Pasta Primavera 

D essert
Chocolate Cake, Carrot Cake

or Cheese Cake

OUR REGULAR MENU WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE
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The Bronx Chamber of Commerce celebrated 
the accomplishments of Bronx women  dur-
ing its Friday, March 18 Women of Distinction 
Luncheon held at Villa Barone Manor.  The 
annual luncheon recognizing women in public 
service and government.  This year’s distin-
guished honorees included District Attorney 
Darcel Clark; Tracy McDermott, the Offi ce of 
Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s director 
of community services; NYC Department of 
Transportation Borough Commissioner Con-
stance Moran and Michelle Dolgow-Cristo-
faro, Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce. During the 
ceremony, Dolgow-Cristofaro was presented 
a Special Recognition Award by Klein for her 
many years of service to the Bronx Chamber.  
Last Friday’s prestigious event also featured 
Juliet Papa of 1010 WINS Radio fame serving 
as the event’s mistress of ceremonies and 
NYS Lieutenant Governor Kathy Hochul deliv-
ered the keynote address.
    Right, Lieutenant Governor Hochul (c) 
stands with scholarship winners (l-r) Taja-
nique Parker, Blessing Abraham-Anoroh, 
Alissa Marquez, Kunjben Patel and Vandanna 
Haripersaud. 
 All Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Women of Distinction
Bronx Chamber of Commerce’s

(l-r) Evelyn Oliver, Con Edison and luncheon organizer; Geri Sciortino, Bronx Design Group 
and luncheon organizer; Michelle Dolgow-Cristofaro, Senator Klein’s offi ce; Elizabeth 
Figueroa, New York Botanical Garden, and uncheon organizer; Lisa Sorin, Westchster 
Square Business Improvement District and luncheon organizer and Rosemary DeLuca, 
Wildlife Conservation Society and luncheon organizer.

Joseph Kelleher, Bronx Cham-
ber chairman, presents the 
Hutchinson Metro Center 
Scholarship to Alissa Marquez.

Deputy Borough President Aurelia Greene (l) 
and Assemblyman Michael Benedetto congrat-
ulate honoree District Attorney Darcel Clark.

Sara Bonizio (r) awards the Metro Optics 
Scholarship to Vandanna Haripersaud.

Evelyn Oliver (r) presents Blessing Abraham-Anoroh (l) 
and Kunjben Patel with the Con Edison STEM Scholarship.

Senator Klein presents Michelle Dolgow-Cristofaro with her Special Rec-
ognition Award.

Luncheon
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 Choose One                                                                                                         

Seasoned Fried Calamari
served with marinara sauce 

Sliced Tomato and Mozzarella
with frantoiano olives& roasted red peppers                                                                                     

Zucchini Sticks
served with marinara sauce                               

Popcorn Shrimp
served with tartar sauce                                                                                                                                            

Baked Clams Oreganata                                                                                           
chopped clams mixed with seasoned breadcrumbs                                                                                                                 

Golden Fried Chicken Fingers                                                                                        
served with a honey mustard sauce                                                                                                           

Potato Skins Topped with Bacon & Cheddar                                                                                         
served with sour cream

       Choose One                                                                                                                            

Mixed Greens Salad with choice of dressing                                                                                                       
or Soup D’Jour                                                           

        Choose One                                             

Succulent Roast Leg of American Lamb                                                                                    
served with lamb gravy                                                                                                                                      

10 oz. Fillet Mignon ( add $5)                                                                                                                                 
served with a mushroom demi glaze                                                                                                                              

Roast Prime Rib of  Angus Beef  (add $5)                                                                                                                  
slow roasted & served with Au jus                                                                                                      

Chicken Franchese                                                                                                                                    
lightly battered & sautéed fi let of chicken with a lemon butter sauce                                                           

Stuffed Filet of Sole                                                                                                                               
seasoned crabmeat wrapped around tender fi lets of sole 

with a light lemon butter sauce                                                                                  
Pistachio Crusted Salmon                                                                                                               

served with a Dijon mustard cream sauce                                                                                                  

Chicken Cordon Bleu
Breaded chicken breast stuffed with ham and cheese and served with

a light cream pan gravy

All above Entrees are served with a choice  of 
potato and creamed spinach and turnips                                                           

Seafood Penne
shrimp, scallops, & sundried tomatoes in a mushroom cream sauce                                                                                 

Choose One                                                                                              
Carrot Cake, Bread Pudding, New York Cheesecake 

Easter Sunday
    Dinner Menu

includes appetizer, salad, 
entrée, dessert, tea/coffee

$35
Mozzarella Sticks with fries 

Chicken Fingers with fries

Mini Sliders with fries

Mini Lamb Dinner
with mashed potato, turnips and lamb gravy

Pasta with butter or marinara sauce

Choice of Chocolate or Vanilla Ice-Cream
Unlimited Soda/Juice or Milk
        

$995

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf
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Staff and children of Leading Stars Afterschool Program and Councilman Ritchie Torres at P.S. 23. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Civically engaged students at P.S. 23 Leading Starts After School Program kicked off their Bronxite Inspirations program about people from the borough making a signifi cant impact by 
interviewing Councilman Ritchie Torres on Friday, February 26.  The councilman spoke about his growing up in a single-parent home in public housing and his road to the City Council, 
where he chairs a committee overseeing public housing. 

LEADING STARS INTERVIEWS COUNCILMAN TORRES

The Law Offi ces of Thomas J. Lavin opened a second location at 3561 E. Tremont Avenue 
last Monday, February 22.  The new law offi ce protecting the rights of the injured was of-
fi cially welcomed into the Throggs Neck neighborhood with a well-attended ribbon-cutting 
ceremony.

(l-r) Sebastian Ponce, Thomas Lavin, John O’Halloran, Nancy Spataro, Adriano Laino and 
Christina Santillo celebrated their second location’s grand opening last week. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

LAVIN LAW OFFICE OPENS 2ND LOCATION

(l-r) Sergeant Tiffany Batista, police offi cer Mohammed Amen, inspector Steven Griffi th, Dis-
trict Attorney Darcel Clark, Bharati Kemraj, bishops Nancy and Angelo Rosario and detective 
Kim Ford. Photo courtesy of the Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s offi ce

On Thursday, March 3, the Bronx Clergy Task Force hosted their inaugural Interfaith Break-
fast. The event saw over 400 attendees from various faiths, including Christian, Hindu, Mus-
lim and Jewish, who came together to promote community and NYPD collaboration as well 
as diversity, health and peace.

CLERGY TASK FORCE HOSTS BREAKFAST

On Thursday, March 3, Senator Jeff Klein 
launched his Countdown to Fitness program at 
Harding Park Community Center. For the pro-
gram, Klein allocated $50,000 in state funding 
for the 10-week fi tness and wellness program, 
which encourages increased physical activity, 
promotes healthy eating and helps partici-
pants adapt to a healthier lifestyle.

KLEIN LAUNCHES 
COUNTDOWN TO

 FITNESS

Klein (c) with the Countdown to Fitness participants. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
Klein with (l-r) Marisol Delgado and Maria 
Bonilla. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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Though Absent You Are Always Near

Still Loved, Still Missed and Very Dear

Sweet Are The Memories That Never Fade

Gone From Our Home But Not From Our Hearts

For All Of Us You Did Your Best

May God Grant You

Eternal Rest

Joey you will always stay in our hearts, loved 

and remembered everyday

Love

Mom, Paul, Anthony, Sammy, Rosalie and 

All Your Nieces and Nephews...

Joe Oddo

A Mass For Joe Will Be Held March 31st, 2016
 At St. Theresa Church, 9 am
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The Carol Ann Behrendt Red Hawks Cub 
Scouts Pack 162 celebrated their Blue 
and Gold Banquet on Sunday, March 13 
at Holy Rosary Church’s Fr. Winters Hall.  
This yearly event recognizes the Cub 
Scouting program’s birthday and to com-
memorate this special occasion, Pack 162 
scouts created Western-themed birthday 
cakes while competing in a bake-off.  The 
top three victors were selected for their 
eye catching culinary masterpieces while 
the rest of the troop received awards 
certifi cates for their hard work and dedi-
cation to the pack. 
   Top photo, back row, l-r) Sean Cahill, 
Robert Rico, Angela Rico, Joseph Radice, 
Dean Manfredonia and Joseph Menta 
stand proudly with their honored Cub 
Scout Pack 162 members. 
    Right, (l-r) Cub Pack 162’s Joseph Radi-
ce, assistant Webelos Den leader; Robert 
Rico, Pack Committee chairman; Angela 
Rico, Cub Scout Den leader; Dean Manfre-
donia, cubmaster; Sean Cahill, chartered 
organization representative and unit co-
ordinator and Joseph Menta, committee 
member present the scouts with award 
certifi cates.
    Below, (l-r) The Cake Bake-Off victors 
Lucas Agis, 2nd place winner; Christo-
pher Lucania, 3rd place winner and Ru-
ben Moreno, 1st place winner, stand with 
their winning culinary masterpieces. 
 All Photos by Edwin Soto

Pack 
162’s Blue 
and Gold 
Banquet

(l-r) Manfredonia, Menta, Cake Bake-Off winners (c) Lucas Agis, 2nd place victor, Chris-
topher Lucania, 3rd place winner and Ruben Moreno, 1st place champion with Joseph 
Thompson, 49th Precinct Community Council president. Photo by Edwin Soto

Keeping with the event’s Western theme, 
scouts created such memorable delicacies 
as this cowboy hat adorned masterpiece 
and a sheriff’s badge cake.

The cowboy AJ and cactus cakes were 
a few of the culinary masterpieces on 
display at the yearly banquet.
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A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 
To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 
Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 
Offer. Exp. 03/31/2016

Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena LoCicero
Funeral Director

Shalom Jewish
Funeral Home, Inc.

“The Bronx Jewish Community Memorial Chapel”

(718) 828-1700
Keeping Tradition Under Rabbinical Supervision

SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE
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(l-r) Jose Rodriguez; Michelle Dolgow; Senator Klein’s offi ce; Dennis Walcot; John Marano; 
Ischia Bravo; Joe McManas, 80th Assembly District Male State Committee member; John 
Squitieri; NBDC president and William Madonna. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) John Squitieri, NBDC president; Jean Hill, NBDC treasurer; Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj; 
Norman Seabrook, NYC Correction Offi cers’ Benevolent Association president; Ischia Bravo, 
NBDC director; Lindsay Copeland, NBDC secretary and Will Madonna, NBDC counsel. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Gary Basso and John Squitieri, North Bronx Democratic Club president. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The North Bronx Democratic Club, Senator Jeff Klein and Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj held a 
‘meet and greet’ at the Morris Park Community Association on Tuesday, February 23.  The 
event, which featured light refreshments, served to engage the public in local politics. 

N. BRONX DEM CLUB HOSTS MEET & GREET

Co-hosted by the National Council of Negro Women, Inc. Co-op City Section and Riverbay 
Fund, the 15th Annual Black History Month Celebration was held Saturday, February 27 at the 
Dreiser Community Center. This fun afternoon even consisted of singing, dancing, stepping, 
poetry, spoken word and story telling for everyone’s amusement.

NCNW HOLDS BLACK HISTORY MONTH EVENT

Jaay Mitchell received special recognition for her spoken word performance. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Dr. Daniel Hale Williams, M.S. 180 cheerleaders Storm Hutton, Lasania Gayle, Latalia 
Gayle and Raquel Ortiaga celebrated Black History Month together last Saturday 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Event sponsors from Amalgamated Bank Jacqueline Williams, manager Nancy Rodriguez 
and Wanda Williams; Michelle Sarjous, Riverbay Corporation Community Relations director; 
Lori Melton, NCNW Co-op City chairwoman; National Council of Negro Women members Sa-
matha Williams, Stephanie Brown and Lisa Wade-Stewart. Photo by Laura Stone
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On Friday, March 4, the Albert Tuitt Educational Campus’ high school girls basketball team 
had an opportunity to practice with the New York Liberty players and coaches at a private 
clinic at the MSG Training Facility in Tarrytown The New York Liberty, who teamed up with 
Dunkin Donuts, selected the Albert Tuitt Educational Campus out of over 600 schools, who 
also received the opportunity to be outfi tted in New York Liberty training gear, travel as 
a team on the team bus to the clinic, as well as enjoy a meal from the team’s chef. Players 
at the clinic included Liberty legends Theresa Weatherspoon and Kym Hampton along with 
current Liberty guard Epiphanny Prince.

SCHOOL PRACTICES WITH NEW YORK LIBERTY

The Albert Tuitt Educational Campus’ high school girls basketball team with New York Lib-
erty players and coaches. Photo courtesy of Albert Tuitt Educational Campus

(l-r) Firefi ghter Chuck Kotov, Dykail McCullough, Counciman Ritchie Torres and fi refi ghter 
Mike Jones. Silvio J. Pacifi co

On Friday, March 11, 2016 Councilman Ritchie Torres, in partnership with the FDNY, distrib-
uted free smoke alarms at his offi ce on Fordham Road.

COUNCILMAN GIVES FREE SMOKE ALARMS

On Saturday, March 5, Monsignor Scanlan High School hosted a scholarship fundraiser and 
awards ceremony. Michael McClaughlin, William Foley and Br. Charles Marcellin received 
awards that commmemorated  the late Br. Thomas B. Derivan, who served as the high 
school’s fourth pastor 20 years ago.

SCANLAN HS PRESENTS AWARDS

(l-r) honorees Michael McClaughlin and William Foley, scholarship winner Daniel Infante, 
Karen Gennarelli; director of development, honoree Br. Charles Marcellin, principal Peter 
Doran and board chairman Chris Gallegher. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Bronx Democratic County Committee leader Assemblyman Crespo (c) celebrates with his 
fellow committee members at Michaelangelo’s. Photo by Robert Benimoff

Assemblyman Marcos Crespo and the Bronx Democratic County Committee celebrated their 
Winter Reception at Michangelo’s on Thursday, February 18.

BRONX DEMS’ HOLD WINTER RECEPTION

The Lehman College Art Gallery held an 
opening reception on Tuesday, March 15 
celebrating two exhibits about Bronx archi-
tecture and landmarks titled ‘Architectural 
Intersections’ and ‘Landmarks of New York’. 
Architectural Intersections’ will be displayed 
until Thursday, April 28 while ‘Landmarks of 
New York’ will be exhibited until Wednesday, 
April 20 at the gallery.

LEHMAN COLLEGE 
ART GALLERY
 RECEPTION

(l-r) Susan Hoeltzel, gallery director; artists Ion Zupcu, Lori Nix, Linda Cunningham and Yu-
neikys Villalonga; Valeri Larko, curator and artists Jean Shin and Alois Uronschlaeger stand 
in front of Villalonga’s featured works. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Artisit Jean Shin poses with her awe-inspir-
ing creation. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Last month, the basketball teams from Castle Hill Middle School and the Bronx High School 
for Teaching and the Professions captured the top honors in the 3X3 Student Basketball 
Tournament, the largest three-on-three basketball tournament in New York City, which saw 
close to 1,000 public school students from the city. Both the boys and girls teams from 
Castle Hill Middle School won fi rst place for the middle school division, while the Bronx 
High School for Teaching and the Professions won fi rst place for the high school division.  
The tournament, which was held at Aviator Sports in Brooklyn and Hooperstown in Mount 
Vernon, was run by the Council Sports & Arts in Schools Foundation, who hosted the event 
for the tenth year.

CASTLE HILL MS, BRONX HS TOP BALLERS

The winning high school team, the Bronx High School for Teaching and the Profession, with 
their trophies. Photo courtesy of SASF

In recognition of Heart Health Month this past February, Stop & Shop offered Co-op City resi-
dents free health screenings at their 691 Co-op City Boulevard store on Saturday, February 
20.  Customers received free blood pressure, glucose and cholesterol screenings while Stop 
& Shop pharmacists determined if they were missing any recommended adult vaccinations.
       Co-op City resident Sheila Friedman has her blood sugar tested by supervising pharma-
cist Joshua Herman. Photo by Edwin Soto

STOP & SHOP HOSTS HEALTH SCREENINGS

Earnesto Camacho stands next to his artwork. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
Nishanth Gopinathan (l) and Nidhin Nashanth (r) sit next to their artwork pieces with Deep-
thi Nishanth. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Poe Park Visitor Center recently closed its third annual Whimsical Winter Wonder, but not before showing it one last time with the exhibition’s artists on hand for a meet-and-greet 
with visitors. The exhibit featured over 20 pieces of work from emerging and established artists who call the Bronx their home.  The artists, Earnesto Camacho, Nishanth Gopinathan and 
Nidhin Nishanth, answered questions and discussed their art pieces.

ARTISTS VISIT WHIMSICAL WINTER WONDER AT POE PARK

(l-r) Ernie Zalamea, Holy Cross School principal; Michael Coppotelli, associate superinten-
dent for public policy and student services;  Nicole Maus, Archdiocese of New York De-
partment of Education; Thomas Smith, Child Nutrition Program director and Tariro Savoy, 
American Dairy Association and Dairy Council with youngsters. Photo by Edwin Soto

Ernie Zalamea (l), principal of Holy Cross 
School, received a Certifi cate of Regonation 
Award from Thomas Smith, director of the 
Child Nutrition Program. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

Holy Cross School celebrated National 
School Breakfast Week with a tour of their 
Breakfast in the Classroom program on 
Tuesday, March 8. Michael Coppotelli, associ-
ate superintendent for public policy and stu-
dent services; Thomas Smith, director of the 
child nutrition program; Ray Vitiello, Bronx 
Regional Superintendent and Ernie Zalamea, 
Holy Cross School principal led the tour.

HOLY CROSS 
CELEBRATES
 BREAKFAST 

WEEK
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INCLUDES:

Car WashPelham Bay MCAMCAPelham Bay
FULL SERVICE 

CAR WASH

SUPER
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BY VINCENT PREZIOSO
I have updates on three im-

portant issues facing our com-
munity and will discuss them 
in detail at our next meeting: 
Pelham Parkway North - the 
reconstruction project has 
hit yet another snag; Gun Hill 
Square Project -  on the MTA 
property which was formerly 
the golf center across from 
Home Depot; and White Plains 
Road between Morris Park 
Avenue and Tremont Avenue 
-  Vision Zero regulations have 
created a traffi c nightmare, 
especially with Con Edison 
vehicles.

Next meeting: Monday, 
March 28, at 7:30 p.m., at Kings 
Harbor MultiCare Center, East 
Gun Hill Road at Stillwell Av-
enue  – use main entrance.

Representatives from the 
49th Precinct, Senator Jeff 
Klein, Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj and Councilman James 
Vacca will be present.

Consumer Protection

Sunday, March 6 marked 
the start of the 18th annual 
National Consumer Protec-
tion Week. It’s a time to learn 
about and share information 
to help people make more in-
formed buying decisions and 
recognize, guard against, and 
report scams and fraud.

The more than 100 agencies 
and organizations involved in 
NCPW are on the front lines 
of consumer protection ev-
ery day, and are committed to 
giving you the resources you 
need to navigate today’s mar-
ketplace.

For many years, the Fed-
eral Trade Commission has 
worked with these partners 
to shut down scams, give con-
sumers a better way to re-
port and recover from iden-
tity theft, and expose and stop 
misleading business prac-
tices. NCPW 2016 is a time to 
honor those victories, as well 
as many more still to be won 
in consumer protection.

This is but one time of the 
year to focus on becoming a 
more informed and empow-
ered consumer. You also can 
help inform your community 
about consumer protection 
any time of year by getting the 
word out. Get ideas for events, 
social media and other activi-
ties to keep people around you 
in the know. What’s more, you 
can report scams and dishon-
est business practices you see 
or experience.

For more information: 
www.consumer.ftc.gov
Earth Month in Da Bronx

The Bronx Science Con-
sortium, consisting of Ford-
ham University, New York 
Botanical Garden, Wildlife 
Conservation Society’s Bronx 

Zoo, Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine and Montefi ore 
Health System offers a new 
model of research, educa-
tion, and community engage-
ment.  At its core, it brings to-
gether dynamic institutions 
with deep historical ties to the 
Bronx and growing collabora-
tive ties with one another.

• April 12, 6 to 8 p.m. at Ford-
ham University: Celebrating 
the Legacy of Jane Jacobs: A 
conversation with Greg Lind-
say.  www.fordham.edu/bsc.

• April 13, noon to 5 p.m. at 
Fordham University: Ninth 
Annual Undergraduate Re-
search Symposium.

• April 21, 4 to 5:30 p.m. at 
Fordham University: Earth 
Month Presentation-Carl Zim-
mer.

• April 21, 10 a.m. to 2pm 
at The Children’s Hospital at 
Montifi ore will host an inter-
active and educational day for 
the community and inpatient 
families. www.Montifi ore.org.

April 22, 10am to noon at 
NY Botanical Garden: Seeds 
of Time, a documentary fi lm 
screen and discussion.  www.
nybg.org.

• April 22, 1 1 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at NY Botanical Garden: 
Earth Day Drop-in Public Pro-
grams.

• April 22 to 24, 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at Bronx Zoo: Earth Fair; 
Love the Earth; Nature Walks; 
Reusable the Musical; Wildlife 
Chats.

• April 26, 2:30 to 4 p.m. at 
Fordham University: Dr Eric 
Sanderson - The Past Present 
and Future of Bronx Ecology.

• April 30, 8 a.m. at Bronx 
Zoo: Annual WCS Run for the 
Wild, for more information 
contact Rosemary DeLuca 
(718) 220-7353.

Arts Open House 

For Seniors

You are invited to learn 
about our free arts programs 
at ICS. Come meet our instruc-
tors and sign up to join our 
classes. Open to all ICS mem-
bers, senior adults, and people 
with disabilities. No experi-
ence is necessary.  ICS classes 
featured: Craft ‘O Mania, Art 
for Everyone, Music for Every-
one, Learn to Draw & Paint. 
RSVP by April 8 at (877) 958 
8427, or by email at events@
icsny.org.

Vietnam Veterans Day

The United War Veterans 
Council will honor and ac-
knowledge, the courageous 
men and women who served 
our nation during the Viet-
nam War, on Saturday April 
2 rain or shine, please RSVP 
(212) 693-1476. www.uwvc.org. 
From 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. - a read-
ing of the names of the fallen 
at Church of Our Lady of the 

Rosary, Seton Shrine, 7 State 
Street. Reading of the names 
of the 1,741 New Yorkers who 
lost their lives in the Vietnam 
War, as well as those who died 
in Iraq, Afghanistan and other 
post-9/11 operations; noon - 
wreath laying ceremony at 
Vietnam Veterans Plaza, 55 
Water Street.  Wreath laying 
at the Vietnam Veterans Me-
morial wall, with tribute to 
Gold Star Families. Featuring 
NYC and NYS proclamations, 
speakers, musical perfor-
mances, and salute from our 
post 9-11 veterans; 11:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. - veterans resource 
expo, Lobby Promenade, 55 
Water Street.

     For all veterans - Younger 
veterans will have access to 
groups providing help with 
benefi ts, educational opportu-
nities, jobs, and other useful 
resources. Vietnam-era and 
older generations will learn 
about opportunities to up-
grade their benefi ts (or to ap-
ply for new benefi ts) that re-
fl ect their changing needs as 
they age. 

Best Botanical 

Garden In USA

Well that is a no-brainer...it 
is most certainly the New York 
Botanical Garden right here 
in Da Bronx.  But what you 
may not know is that there is 
a friendly little contest going 
on right now and according to 
USA Today Reader’s Choice, 
the NY Botanical Garden is 
stuck in second place. Unac-
ceptable.  We need as many 
people as possible to enter this 
link in their Internet browser: 
ht t p: //w w w.10 b e s t .c o m /
awards/travel/best-botanical-
garden/new-york-botanical-
garden-bronx-n-y.  Then just 
click on the ‘vote’ bar.  That’s 
it.  And you can put in one vote 
every day.

Free Writing Workshop

For veterans as well as the 

general public, this is a two 
hour weekly workshop (10 
sessions) on Saturdays from 
April 2 through June 11, noon 
to 2 p.m. at the Morris Park 
Library, 985 Morris Park Av-
enue.  No prior writing expe-
rience required.  The topic 
is ‘The Craft of War Writing’ 
and the instructor is Jeremy 
Warneke (yes, our Commu-
nity Board 11 district man-
ager).  For more information 
and registration visit www.
VoicesFromWar.org or call the 
library at (718) 931-0636.

This program is offered 
in collaboration with Voices 
From War with support from 
the Morris Park Library and 
the Bronx Council on the 
Arts.

Other FTC Updates

Exceptionally talented 
sports legends, musicians, and 
actors all have something in 
common – halls of fame. At the 
other end of the spectrum are 
banned debt collectors. They, 
too, get special recognition… 
in the FTC’s Hall of Shame.

A year ago, the FTC fi rst is-
sued its list of banned debt col-
lectors – individuals and com-
panies whose behavior was 
so egregious that courts have 
banned them permanently 
from participating in the debt 
collection business. In Feb-
ruary 2015, the FTC’s Hall of 
Shame contained 63 induct-
ees; there are now more than 
100.

Several recent inductees 
were recognized for their dis-
honorable deeds during Op-
eration Collection Protection 
— the fi rst coordinated fed-
eral-state enforcement initia-
tive targeting deceptive and 
abusive debt collection prac-
tices. Those dis-honorees are: 
Broadway Global Master Inc., 
K.I.P., LLC (Payday Loan 
Recovery Group), National 
Check Registry, LLC and Pre-
mier Debt Acquisitions, LLC.

Are you being contacted by 
a debt collector? It’s important 
to understand your rights. 
And if you think a collector 
has violated those rights, the 
FTC wants to hear about it. 
Your complaints give us leads 

to follow, and may stop a col-
lector from mistreating some-
one else. Complaints help the 
FTC and other law enforce-
ment agencies bring scam art-
ists to justice and put an end 
to unfair and misleading busi-
ness practices. If you have a 
complaint, fi le it online www.
consumer.ftc.gov or call (877) 
FTC-HELP.

IdentityTheft.gov

Every two seconds, some-
one’s identity gets stolen. Iden-
tityTheft.gov is a new tool vic-
tims can use to report what 
happened, build a recovery 
plan, and put that plan into ac-
tion.

What’s at risk when some-
one steals your identity? A 
scammer may open up credit 
card accounts in your name, 
get a medical procedure you 
end up paying for, apply for a 
job or even fi le tax returns so 
they can collect your refund. 
With IdentityTheft.gov, vic-
tims fi rst answer some ques-
tions about what happened. 
Based on the answers, the site 
develops a step-by-step recov-
ery plan. 

For example, your recovery 
plan may include pre-fi lled let-
ters you can use to deal with 
credit bureaus, businesses, 
and debt collectors. As you 
move through your personal-
ized recovery plan, you can 
return to IdentityTheft.gov to 
track your progress.  Identi-
tyTheft.gov is also a useful re-
source if you know your data 
has been breached but you’re 
not sure how. Identity theft 
is the most common type of 
fraud nationwide, and it’s here 
to stay, but you can protect 
yourself.

     IdentityTheft.gov is the 
federal government’s one-stop 
resource for identity theft vic-
tims. The site provides stream-
lined checklists and sample 
letters to guide you through 
the recovery process.  Also 
visit ftc.gov/idtheft for preven-
tion tips and free resources to 
share in your community.

     To report identity theft:  
ht t p://w w w. f t c .gov/c om -
plaint, or call (877) 438-4338.

Community Board  10 
will hold a Public Hearing 
on Wednesday, March 30, 
at 7:30 p.m. at Ft. Schuyler 
House, 3077 Cross Bronx 
Expressway, lower level, to 
discuss the placement of an 
individualized Residential 
Alternative (IRA) home at 

241 Buttrick Avenue for six 
developmentally disabled cli-
ents, to be operated by Day-
break Independent Services, 
Inc., and for three clients with 
Autism Spectrum Disorders 
at 1538 Crosby Avenue, to be 
operated by Special Citizens 
Futures Unlimited.  

Note that these organiza-
tions are under contract to 
the New York State Offi ce of 
People with Developmental 
Disabilities to provide hous-
ing services.

Contact Community 
Board 10 if you have any 
questions: 718 892 1161. 

- Notice of Public Hearing -
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New 825 Square Foot
Renovated Rehabilitation Department

RN Supervisor - FullTime/Per Diem
LPN’S - Full/Part/Per Diem

Apply: ppnhnursing@verizon.net

Rehabilitation



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 25-31, 201656    BTR

Action

Association

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Walk into the grocery 
and there she is. 
Shop for shoes, she’s 

shopping by your side. Need to 
Cross a lobby? Drive to Jersey? 
Drink yourself into a stupor? 
My God — she is there, too: in 
the hotel, the car, the seedy 
bar’s seedy bathroom, seep-
ing through the pipes. She is 
everywhere, always ready to 
start a conversation: 

“Hello. It’s me.”
Of course it is. It always is. 

It is Adele. 
Now I know there must be 

some people — okay, several — 
who can’t get enough of Adele. 
Her “Hello” video on YouTube 
has, well, lemme check — 
1,337,105,261 views so far. 

Not bad.
But I was relieved to learn 

that it isn’t just me who is on 
the other side (as it were) of 
Adele-mania.

“The only reason she’s 
popular is because Amy Wine-
house is dead,” is how lifestyle 
blogger Amanda Lauren put 
it, rather bluntly, in a phone 
interview before using a very 
strong word. “I hate Adele.” 

Lenore says ‘Goodbye’ to Adele!
Google those three little 

words and you will fi nd a tsu-
nami of similar sentiments, 
some laced with the kind of 
venom usually reserved for 
Presidential frontrunners. 
“On behalf of the British na-
tion, I apologize,” wrote one 
guy. “I can’t take it anymore!” 
another. 

A bit more thoughtfully, 
one blogger wrote, “Every 
Adele song is so damn formu-
laic, it is unbelievable. I can’t 
imagine any kind of emotional 
process that went on during 
the recording of any Adele 
song other than, ‘Hey, remem-
ber that one song I wrote with 
the four sad piano chords and 
I belted the song title in the 
chorus? Let’s try that again.’ ”

He’s anti-Adele for artistic 
reasons. But others are simply 
staggering under Adele Over-
load.

“Today I heard it” — 
we know what song “it” is 
— “four different places,” 
Yvonne Lederer, a marketing 
director in Westport, sighed. 
“She’s an entertaining singer, 
but enough! I just feel like ev-

erywhere I’m going she wants 
me to be really upset about a 
past lover, and I’m not going to 
go there.”

Ah, but where else can you 
go? Adele is harder to escape 
than Mister Softee, and shares 
a certain stickiness. 

In a desperate attempt to 
pare the Adele quotient down 
in her life, Lederer and her 
friends have actually stopped 
using the word “Hello.” 

Now, instead, they say, 
“’Sup?” Explains Lederer: 

“We’re protesting.”
This can be an act of psy-

chological self-preservation. 
When poet Erica Gerald Ma-
son took her Toyota to the 
dealership for some warranty-
required work, she had just 
settled into the waiting room, 
when you know who started 
singing in the background. 
The mechanic walked in and 
Mason practically burst into 
tears. 

“This can’t be good news!” 
she cried. “You’re going to tell 
me you have to rebuild my en-
gine, right?” 

He looked at her quizzi-
cally. 

Uh, no. 
He’d just come out to say … 

“Hello.”
“He asked me why I had 

that reaction and I said, ‘Some-
one Like You’ is playing right 
now. This is not a song for 
good times. This is the song 
you hear when you need a new 
transmission. Play something 
else.”

The problem is that that 
“something else” is likely to 
be something else by Adele. 

She’s not just popular, she has 
redefi ned popularity. 

“Hello” was played almost 
5 million times in just its fi rst 
24 hours on Spotify. (Take 
that, Taylor, honey.) Her al-
bum, “25,” sold 8 million units 
last year — more than any 
other album since 2011.

And I think you know 
whose album that was.

So now I’m taking my cue 
from my pal Hannah Pazderka 
whose family has turned 
Adelemania into a game. 

“Whenever we’re out shop-
ping and Adele starts play-
ing, it means we’ve probably 
been there long enough, so 
someone invokes the ‘Adele 
rule’ and we have to leave,” 
she said.

That one trick means 
spending less, less, and actu-
ally heading out into the day, 
where it’s probably not nearly 
as gray and rainy as you 
thought it was. 

Hello to the outside. 
Lenore Skenazy is a key-

note speaker and author and 
founder of the book and blog 
Free-Range Kids. 

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593

BY FRANK V. 
VERNUCCIO, JR., J.D.

This is the time of year 
when drivers in the colder por-
tions of the nation begin en-
countering massive amounts 
of potholes, a result of the long, 
hard winter and the tempera-
ture swings typical of spring.   
As they try to protect their 
tires and axles by swerving 
from lane to lane, they wonder 
why all the taxes and fees they 
pay (income taxes, property 
taxes, gas taxes, sales taxes, 
tolls, car registration, etc.) 
don’t provide enough revenue 
to keep the roads adequately 
repaired. 

Good question, one of 
many about how the federal, 
state and local governments 
spend the revenue they col-
lect.

Americans pay enormous 
and growing amounts of 
taxes, fees, and other govern-
ment-imposed charges.  De-
spite that, however, there is 
increasingly little to show for 
all those charges.

The Duke Center on Glo-
balization, Governance and 
Competiveness reports that 
“Our decaying infrastruc-
ture is creating a signifi cant 
drag on the economy: 156,000 

defi cient bridges, an invest-
ment backlog of $85.9 billion 
for our nation’s roads, and 
$200 billion annually in lost 
economic activity from ineffi -
cient rail transportation.”

In 2014, the New York 
Analysis of Policy & Govern-
ment noted that The Ameri-
can Society of Civil Engi-
neers   (ASCE) had issued a 
‘report card’ on the nation’s 
infrastructure.  The overall 
rate, covering items such as 
dams, drinking water, waste 
systems, levees, transpor-
tation, bridges, waterways, 
ports, rail, roads, mass tran-
sit, parks, schools, and energy 
was a lowly D+.

The Joint Economic Com-
mittee of the  U.S. Congress  
stated that “America’s infra-
structure has fallen in rank 
from 6th in the world to 25th 
in just the past fi ve years…
aging transportation infra-
structure is expected to in-
crease the cost of business in 
America by an estimated $430 
billion in the next decade.”

Thirty-two percent of 
American roads are in poor or 
mediocre condition, and 25% 
of bridges are rated as struc-
turally defi cient.  The Ameri-
can Automobile Association 

notes that many of the 30,000 
deaths that occur on U.S. 
highways are “attributable 
to the direct result of inade-
quate lighting, poor signage 
or outdated road design that 
might have been prevented by 
fi xing unsafe roads.”

Many infrastructure 
needs were supposed to be 
addressed by all that ($787 
billion) Stimulus money, but 
most were not.  In some cases, 
dollars were spent foolishly, 
on projects such as bike lanes, 
instead of on major, urgently 
needed transportation needs. 
Other examples, cited in a 
Fiscal Times  report: $2 mil-
lion was spent on a ‘replica 
railroad,’ a tourist attraction, 
not a transportation need in 
Nevada, and $1 million was 
spent on beefi ng up security 
on cruise ships.

According to an Economist  
report, “The stimulus bill’s 
spending on infrastructure 
may have been doomed to me-
diocrity from the start … rela-

tively small share of the bill 
was actually devoted to infra-
structure… But even on the 
broadest defi nition of the term, 
infrastructure got $150 billion, 
under a fi fth of the total. Just 
$64 billion, or 8% of the total, 
went to roads, public trans-
port, rail, bridges, aviation and 
wastewater systems…”

Of all the dollars that 
should have been used for 
infrastructure, those com-
ing from Washington are the 
most misused. An MSN report 
notes: “While Congress re-
mains stalled on a long-term 
plan for funding highways, 
state lawmakers and gover-
nors aren’t waiting around. 
Nearly one-third of the states 
have approved measures 
this year that could collec-
tively raise billions of dollars 
through higher fuel taxes, ve-
hicle fees and bonds to repair 
old bridges and roads and re-
lieve traffi c congestion, ac-
cording to an analysis by The 
Associated Press. The surge 
of activity means at least half 
of the states — from coast to 
coast, in both Republican and 
Democratic areas — now have 
passed transportation fund-
ing measures since 2013.”

But all that spending may 

not help. Streetsblog notes: 
“The idea that decrepit roads 
are caused by a lack of money 
is widespread…the sorry 
state of American transporta-
tion infrastructure is mainly 
the result of wasteful spend-
ing choices, not a lack of fund-
ing. State DOTs’ lack of fi scal 
discipline is nothing short of 
criminal… States used most 
of their money — 57 percent 
— on new construction … 
Meanwhile, states used the 43 
percent left over to maintain 
the remaining 98.7 percent of 
road infrastructure. This is a 
recipe for ruin.”

Bronxites in particu-
lar have been hard hit.  The 
Bruckner and I-95 resemble 
tank traps more than roads. 
And the question of the utter 
and total negligence of city, 
state and federal agencies, 
and those that are supposed 
to oversee them, to prepare 
for the opening of the new re-
gional malls with appropriate 
road modifi cations and on/off 
ramps looms large. 

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio 
broadcasts at amfm247.com, 
and visit our website at co-
mactainc.com.
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JOIN US FOR ONE OF THE  WILDEST EVENTS IN NY AND MAKE TRACKS FOR WILDLIFE!

8TH ANNUAL 5K RUN  AND
FAMILY FUN RUN/WALK

SATURDAY

APRIL 30, 2016
SAVE $5 COURTESY OF THE 
BRONX TIMES REPORTER

CODE: BTRRFTW

PH
OT

O:
 CR

IS
TIA

N 
SA

MP
ER

, J
UL

IE 
LA

RS
EN

 M
AH

ER
 ©

 W
CS

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:

 � Exclusive access to the Bronx Zoo prior to        
public opening.

 � Registration fee includes complimentary          
Bronx Zoo general admission and parking–            
run and stay for the day.

 � Free post-run activities, refreshments and 
entertainment for all ages including a silent disco!

 � Great way to build corporate and family teams 
and show how much you love wildlife!

 � Your participation and fundraising efforts will 
support the Wildlife Conservation Society’s 
global mission. 

  PRESENTED BY                      FEATURED SPONSORS

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

TO REGISTER OR DONATE, GO TO

WCSRUNFORTHEWILD.ORG
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Why Drive?
For Information Call: 
Classic Coach
631.567.5100
www.classictrans.com
For additional bus information 
call the Mohegan Sun Bus Marketing 
Department at 1.888.770.0140

Daily Service

Suffolk County, Nassau 
County, Queens

Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday Service

Additional Service from 
the Bronx

$45
Round Trip
Bus Fare

Why not extend your stay? 
Visit mymohegansun.com to view 
your hotel rates.

OUR BUS IS 
YOUR BEST BET.

$40 BONUS PACKAGE VALUE! 
$15 Meal/Retail Coupon

Two $10 Free Bets & One $5 Free Bet
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Bartow-Pell Mansion 
Museum presents Hawthorne

On Friday, April 1, Bar-
tow-Pell Mansion Museum 
will present the indie-folk 
quartet Hawthorne at the 
opening First Friday! Music 
and Trolley program of the 
2016 season.

 Hawthorne, led by Pel-
ham native Nat Osborn, is 
based in New York City and 
consists of Osborn and Aimee 
Bayles on vocals, bassist Stu 
Mahan, and cellist Karna 
Ray. 

The band plays a mix of 
original and classic tunes, 
spanning various acoustic 
styles and genres, including 
indie-folk and Americana, 
with a touch of country, Irish 
folk, and even gypsy jazz. 
Hawthorne frequently plays 

at Rockwood Music Hall in 
Manhattan as well as other 
venues around New York 
City. 

Lead singer Osborn also 
leads the genre-defying Nat 
Osborn Band which was a 
fi nalist in WNYC’s Battle of 
the Boroughs and whose de-
but album 

The King and the Clown 
was released to rave reviews 
in 2013. 

The Nat Osborn Band also 
opened for the Dave Mat-
thews Band in 2014 and re-
leased a new EP on Rope-A-
Dope Records in April 2015.

 The live performance at 
Bartow-Pell Mansion Mu-
seum is part of Hawthorne’s 
tour in support of their re-

cently released eponymous 
debut album.

Bartow-Pell Mansion Mu-
seum, the last remaining 
19th-century estate in the 
Bronx’s Pelham Bay Park, 
is a cultural and educational 
gem that serves the broader 
New York City community. 

It works to preserve and 
maintain the historic Greek 
Revival mansion and car-
riage house, as well as the 
museum’s collection, gar-
dens, and the surrounding 
landscape, and to bring the 
site’s history to life with in-
novative and dynamic pro-
gramming for all ages.

Bartow-Pell’s First Fri-
day! Music and Trolley pro-
grams takes place at the mu-

seum the fi rst Friday of every 
month, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., April 
through December. 

Visitors can enjoy the 
music, explore the museum, 
stroll the garden, and savor 
light refreshments. 

The trolley makes a con-
tinuous loop from the #6 Pel-

ham Bay Park subway sta-
tion to Bartow-Pell Mansion 
Museum to City Island start-
ing at 5:25 p.m. 

Registration requested at 
(718) 885-1461 or via email at 
info@bpmm.org. The cost is 
$12 adults, $10 seniors and 
students; members free.

Hawthorne, led by Nat Osborn, will perform at Bartow-Pell Mansion Mu-
seum on April 1.

• Dru Hill At Lehman Center...........................................59

• Bartow-Pell Presents ACT/REACT............................59

• Do You Remember - Art Deco In The Boro............61
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THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and 
the New York Daily News’ Gersh 
Kuntz man every Monday at 4:30 for 
an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4:30PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

 

BRONX YMCA | 2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx NY 10473 | 212.912.2490 

Our Sports Camp is designed to enhance various sports skills and fundamentals in age-
appropriate groups. Through the coaching and support of camp staff with backgrounds or ed-

ucation in sports, campers will learn the history, rules and key skills of different sports; all 
while practicing their techniques in mini-games. In addition, campers will explore the values of 

teamwork, good sportsmanship and strong work ethics. Sports Camp is divided into two age 
groups: 8-9 & 10-11. 

Cost per 2 week session: Member: $470 Non-Member: $490 

*Spaces are limited 

Our Swim Camp helps children develop important swimming skills and a lifetime love of the wa-
ter, while instilling values around water safety and responsibility. Swim Camp is divided into two 
age groups: 8-9 & 10-11. The key components of Swim Camp are: • Swimmers are given an op-
portunity to build swimming skills • Stroke development and training is tailored by age and skills 
level • Swim campers participate in core traditional camp activities • Activities and interactions 
emphasize building self-esteem and self-confidence. 

*Cost per 2 week session: Member: $470 Non-Member: $490 

*Spaces are limited 

Lehman Center for the Per-

forming Arts celebrate thes 20th 
Anniversary of the R&B/Hip Hop 
singing group Dru Hill featuring 
Tamir “Nokio” Ruffi n, Mark “SisQó” 
Andrews, Larry “Jazz” Anthony and 
Antwuan “Tao” Simpson with spe-
cial guests JON B and KENNY LAT-
TIMORE on Saturday, March 26, at 8 
p.m.  Produced by Lehman Center.

Lehman Center for the Perform-
ing Arts is on the campus of Lehman 
College/CUNY at 250 Bedford Park 
Boulevard West. 

 Tickets are $85, $75, $65, $55 and 
can be purchased by calling the Le-
hman Center box offi ce at (718) 960-
8833.  Low-cost on-site parking avail-
able for $5.

* * *

The Department of Music at Le-

hman College will host the 15th An-
nual Jerome G. Sala Memorial Con-
certo Competition on Friday, April 1, 
from 4 to 7 p.m. on the third fl oor of 
the Music Building. Deadline to ap-
ply for entry is March 28.

Contestants must be high school 
students and play a woodwind, brass, 
or mallet percussion solo, suitable for 
performance with wind band, such 
as Haydn’s Trumpet Concerto or the 
Chaminade Concertino for Flute. 
To qualify, entrants must reside in 

the lower Hudson Valley region, in-
cluding New York City, Long Island, 
Westchester, Putnam, Rockland, Or-
ange, and Northern New Jersey. It is 
strongly recommended candidates 
bring an accompanist or accompa-
niment audio CD. Judging will be 
based both on technical skill and ar-
tistic presentation.

The winner of the fi rst prize will 
receive a $500 award and perform his 
or her piece with the Lehman College 
Community Band in concert on Sun-
day, May 15, at 2 p.m. The runner-up 
will have the opportunity to perform 
with the band at a later date, sched-
ule permitting.

The competition is named in 
memory of Jerome Sala, a member of 
the music faculty at Lehman College, 
who for 20 years taught music his-
tory, instrumental methods, and was 
the founding director of the Lehman 
College Community Band.

For more information call (718) 
960-8247, via email at music@leh-
man.cuny.edu, or visit www.lehman.
edu/music/sala.php.

* * *

On Friday, April 8, at 7:00 and 8 
p.m. and Saturday, April 9 at 5 and 6 
p.m. Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum 
presents ACT/REACT: Re-Imagining 
the Past, six short, site-specifi c, im-

Lehman Center presents Hip Hop
mersive theatrical performances 
that will bring the mansion’s period 
rooms to life.

 Performances are offered in part-
nership with the Supporting Char-
acters and the City Island Theater 
Group, two local theatrical organi-
zations. Members of the Supporting 
Characters, a group of playwrights 
in the tri-state area, wrote the plays 
inspired by an 1838 letter from Au-
gust Moore, tutor to the Bartow boys, 
to his sister. 

The plays are staged by members 
of the City Island Theater Group. 
The Supporting Characters is a 
Westchester-based group of profes-
sional actors, directors, and writers 
that develops new theatrical works 
with the goal of bringing bold origi-
nal plays and screenplays to life. 

The City Island Theater Group has 
entertained audiences with a wide 
range of theatrical performances at a 
reasonable cost for the last 17 years. 
Its actors and artisans are all volun-
teers, many of them from the City Is-
land community.

 The audience, limited to 15 people 
per performance, will follow the ac-
tors from room to room in the man-
sion to watch the plays in an immer-
sive theatrical experience. 

The plays are roughly fi ve min-

utes each.
 ACT/REACT: Re-Imagining the 

Past is part of ShatterCABINET, an 
initiative of the Historic House Trust 
of New York City, of which Bartow-
Pell is a member, in partnership with 
the Chipstone Foundation. 

The goal of the ShatterCABINET 
program is to foster innovation and 
new programmatic models to help 
historic house museums engage new 
audiences, make more expressive use 
of collections, and provide for wider 
historic narratives. 

In addition to Bartow-Pell Man-
sion Museum, Dyckman Farmhouse 
Museum in Manhattan, and Old 
Stone House and Wyckoff Farmhouse 
Museum, both in Brooklyn, are par-
ticipating in the program. 

The Chipstone Foundation is a 
Milwaukee-based foundation devoted 
to promoting the study of American 
material culture and the decorative 
arts through its collection of fi ne 
early American furniture, American 
historical prints, and early English 
and American ceramics.

The ACT/REACT: Re-Imagining 
the Past performances are free and 
open to the public. 

Registration is required at (718) 
885-1461 or via email at info@bpmm.
org.
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Art Deco in the Bronx
Spotting Art Deco build-

ings is not very diffi cult. 
Think of the Chrysler Build-
ing for design and ornamenta-
tion. Look for varied colors in 
the brickwork and geometric 
patterns jutting out from the 
building surface. Gargoyles, 
statuettes, rounded corners, 
ornamental terra cotta or tile 
molding and tall windows 
that emphasize height in the 
design are generally promi-
nently featured. The term Art 
Deco is simply an adaptation 
of “Exposition Internationale 
des Art Decoratifs” which was 
held in 1925 in Paris.

 The Grand Concourse, 
of course, has the prime ex-
amples of Art Deco build-
ings in the borough but there 
are a couple of others which 
shouldn’t be overlooked. One 
is Noonan Plaza on West 
168th Street between Ogden 
and Nelson Avenues. The 
other is Park Plaza at 1005 Je-
rome Avenue across the street 
from John Mullaly Park from 
which it gets its name. It occu-
pies block 2504, lot 126 extend-
ing back to Anderson Avenue 
and was built between 1929 

and 1931. Both buildings have 
landmark status.

 Noonan Plaza was designed 
by architects Horace Ginsbern 
and Marvin Fine for Bernard 
J. Noonan who emigrated from 
County Longford, Ireland in 
1886. It was built in 1931 and 
is composed of eight intercon-
nected buildings which house 
283 families. Art Deco enthu-
siasts, however, are more im-
pressed with the tan iron spot 
brickwork and the 15,000 foot 
decorative courtyard off the 
southeast corner of Nelson Av-
enue and West 168th Street ac-
cessed by an angled portico and 
gate house. The use of the term 
“garden apartments” was espe-
cially inviting for those escap-
ing the congestion of Manhat-
tan with its teeming masses. 
The word garden played like 
magic in their imaginations 
and was a defi nite drawing 
card for many.

 Jerome Avenue was laid 

out in 1874 and paved in 1888 
but it was not until the ele-
vated mass transit line was 
opened in 1917 that the ave-
nue really began to develop.  
Architect Horace Ginsbern 
began construction on Park 
Plaza in 1929.  It had 350’ of 
frontage on Jerome Avenue 
and reached back to Ander-
son Avenue where it ran for 
another 50’.  Unfortunately, 
a fi re of suspicious origin on 
June 25th of that year dashed 
their plans and the building 
was not completed until 1931.  
Marvin Fine, who had worked 
with Cass Gilbert for eigh-
teen months was responsible 
for the exterior.   He was very 
careful to note the changes in 
appearance due to shadows 
and light.  This would be espe-
cially helpful in selecting the 
right combination of shades in 
the brick work.  

 Park Plaza was originally 
designed as a 10-story build-

ing but because of the fi re, the 
builders were forced to lower it 
to eight fl oors.  It is composed 
of fi ve sections each being sep-
arated by a courtyard but con-
nected at the rear.  There are 
800 rooms divided into suites 
suitable to house 250 families.  

The window bays are ar-
ranged in vertical shafts to 
give the further appearance of 
height.  Patterned spandrels 
and the artistic use of terra-
cotta help to defi ne the overall 
Art Deco design.  This general 
theme is driven home by the 
effective use of varied colored 
brick along with their unique 

geometric designs.
 The lobby entrance is in 

the center block and is high-
lighted by its marble walls of 
varied colors.  Terrazzo fl oors 
and the effective use of murals 
help complete the scene.  The 
entrance doors are outlined in 
black marble while glass blocks 
compliment the appearance of 
the foyer.  The overall look of 
the lobby leaves no doubt about 
why it is often cited as the stan-
dard when judging Art Deco 
buildings. Park Plaza is con-
sidered by many as the fi nest 
example Art Deco construc-
tion in the country.  

Park Plaza is located at 1005 Jerome Avenue off W. 165th Street across 
the street from Mullaly Park from whence the name was chosen.  Notice 
the ornamentation, especially around the building entrance to the left of 
the garbage bags. It’s the ultimate expression of Art Deco.

REPRINTED FROM 3/29/2012
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We cordially invite you to attend

THE THIRTY-SECOND FIAME

AWARDS DINNER DANCE
Friday, April 15, 2016

Honored Guests and Recipients:

THE THOMAS C. GIORDANO LEADERSHIP-IN-EDUCATION AWARD

Mark Cannizzaro, CSA 
Executive VP, Counsel of School Supervisors & Administrators

Anne-Marie Annibale Baumis
Associate Superintendent for Government Programs 

Diocese of Brooklyn

THE MICHAEL TOMASETTI PRINCIPAL’S AWARD

Jennifer Lana Etzel
Assistant Principal, PS/MS 83

Angela D’Angelo Deegan
Principal, St. Francis Xavier 

THE EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AWARD

Carmelina Fasolino Lynch -  PS 97, RTI Teacher 
Alessandra Barone Mercora - St. Theresa School, First Grade Teacher

THE ANDY GALDI SPECIAL EDUCATION AWARD

Jeannine Petraglia
PS/MS 498 - Van Nest Academy, Guidance Counselor

THE DOMINIC CAPONE FIAME SERVICE AWARD

Joanne Rubino - PS/MS 83, Guidance Counselor

THE PHILIP J. ABINANTI COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD

Tony Signorile - Morris Park Community Association, President

DONATION: Jeanne Jugan Nursing Home 

Little Sisters of the Poor 

 Date:   Friday, April 20, 2012

 Time: 6:00 P.M. - 11:30 P.M.
 

 Place: Villa Barone Manor
  737 Throgs Neck Expressway, Bronx, New York
 

 Donation:  $85.00
  Admission by Reservation only
  Parking Free & Plentiful
  

ALL TICKETS MUST BE PRE-PAID.  PLEASE NOTE THAT TICKETS CANNOT
 BE PURCHASED AT THE DOOR.  RESERVATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED

THROUGH MONDAY, APRIL 2, 2012. 

15, 2016

$90.00

THROUGH THURSDAY, MARCH 31, 2016
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BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
Interesting fi rst day of 

spring with snow on the 
ground.  Luckily, it wasn’t the 
predicted 6 inches and the tem-
perature was below freezing for 
less than 12 hours.  Still, I am 
glad that on Friday, I wrapped 
the asparagus beds in 3ml plas-
tic and 1” thick foam insulation 
panels.  

That week of warm weather 
gave me the incentive to start 
cleaning up; the yearly ‘great 
reveal’ that I love.  Move aside a 
patch of dead leaves and twigs 
here and reveal a bunch of La-
dy’s Mantle leaves unfolding 
like a Victorian fan.  Clear off 
the cover of mulch on a raised 
bed and reveal hundreds of 
tiny arugula seedlings you 
prepped in the fall.  I cleared 
off the mulch from the aspar-
agus bed and installed the 1” 
plastic netting that keeps the 
cats away. I noticed two spears 
peaking through the dirt when 
I storm proofed on Friday, I am 
hopeful that I managed to avert 
disaster here.  

I have plenty of netting, so I 
covered the arugula patch too  
I noticed the wild lettuces were 
coming up in the 4 foot square 
raised bed near the fi g tree, so 
I rigged up a mini greenhouse 
with more 1” netting and an old 
metal framed window that I tied 
up to a trellis for easy access. To 
keep the cats off the glass lid, I 
covered it with plastic cat proof 
spikes (doesn’t hurt them, it re-
ally just annoys them and lets 
them know where they are not 
welcome).  

There are fi ve feral cats that 
live in the warm spots between 
my property line and three of 
my neighbors’ houses. So far, 
we have kept a civil relation-
ship, in other words, they obey 
the fences and don’t do their 
business in my garden beds.  I 
don’t feed them, but I do make 
sure they have a warm place to 
stay in the winter.  

I’m working with New Be-
ginning Animal Rescue to 
trap, neuter and spay whatever 
cats I can this spring, before 
they start reproducing again.  
I’ve never done this before, but 
once I do, I will report back.  

Speaking of reporting back, 
I attended the fi rst meeting of 
the NYS Community Gardens 
Work Group.  I say attended, 
but since the meeting was in 
Albany, I attended via tele-
phone. Unfortunately, while 
I was among six other work 
group members who listened 
in via telephone, I found it very 
diffi cult to participate and fully 
follow the meeting.  I will make 
every effort to attend in per-
son from now on.  From what I 
did hear and read in the issued 
meeting minutes is that across 
the state, the people who orga-
nize community gardens seem 
to have the same problems 
and concerns. Access to public 
space to create new gardens, 
funding, security and continu-
ity, city/state regulations, ac-
cess to water and legal/insur-
ance concerns were expressed 
by everyone in one way or an-
other.

We were asked to comment 

on the minutes and include any 
other questions we had prior 
to the next still to be sched-
uled meeting.  I expressed my 
satisfaction that we are all on 
the same page as to what hin-
drances exist, but I wondered 
as a representative from the 
least healthy county in the 
state, what was the supposed 
outcome of this work group and 
what was the duration?  Am I 
going to spend the next year in 
a work group whose only goal 
is to establish that we all share 
common problems and create 
a network so that we can con-
nect?  

Or is the goal of the next 
meeting to establish a time-
line of monthly meetings over 
the next year that will work to-
wards creating a system that 
helps communities and schools 
establish and operate gardens 
that feed people, employ peo-
ple, educate people, provide so-
cial interaction and everything 
else we agree is the result of 
community gardens, without 
having to worry about losing 
the land to developers?  

     To be honest and cynical, 
I am sure it will be a year of dis-
cussion and very little results.  
I don’t like being cynical, but 
sometimes its hard not to be.

Take for example the fact 

that the Bronx is the least 
healthy county in the state, 
as highlighted by the bor-
ough president’s recent initia-
tive, #NOT62.  The fact that 
the Bronx is the least healthy 
county did not come as a sur-
prise to me; we have been at 
that ranking for the last seven 
years.  So, I’m happy that this 
initiative was created to high-
light this problem, but I wish it 
had not taken so long.  

The good news is that grass 
roots movements, right here 
in our neighborhood, are what 
will create change, as it always 
does.   While I applaud NYS for 
creating this work group and I 
applaud the borough president 
for creating this initiative, it is 
our responsibility as citizens to 
be involved.  

Here are some very local op-
portunities: Community Board 
10 is sponsoring a Healthy Life-
style Challenge.  Debbie Hunt, 
the chairman of this group, in-
vited me to speak about CSA at 
the next meeting on Wednes-
day, March 30 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
CB10 offi ce on Tremont Avenue.  
If you know me, you know that 
CSA is a huge passion of mine.  

I think it is the best fi rst 
step you can make towards a 
healthy lifestyle and I am so ex-
cited about getting a chance to 
share my experiences and in-
formation about the local food 
movement; and Throggs Neck 
Community Action Partner-
ship is hosting a Throggs Neck 
#Not62 Community Event on 
Saturday, May 7.  There will be 
live entertainment and a day 

fi lled with physical activities. 
I will be there tabling with in-
formation on the CSA and the 
DOS Organics Composting 
Program. 

Despite my cynicism, I will 
continue to report on the Com-
munity Gardens Work Group, 
especially if we manage to cre-
ate a more Bronx-centric ef-
fort!  

Another item to report back 
on – the frozen kale and potato 
torte was pretty good when we 
had it for lunch.  My friend had 
tried it when I made it fresh, so 
she knew how fl aky the dough 
was.  

She said that the frozen and 
then cooked version was good 
and that the dough was fl aky, 
but not as much as the fi rst ver-
sion.  However, she said, “If I 
had never eaten the fresh ver-
sion, I would think that the 
dough on the frozen version 
was delicious.”    

So I will continue my ex-
periments.  As soon as I sub-
mit this column, I am making 
another batch of dough to stuff 
with a sautéed cabbage and 
spicy meat fi lling.  I will cook 
one fresh and freeze the other.  
This time, I will try thawing 
the torte for twenty minutes 
while the oven warms up.  The 
last time, I popped it in the oven 
frozen.  We’ll see if this makes a 
difference.  

Still working on making my 
food business offi cial, I’ll re-
port on my progress in my next 
column.   In the meantime, be 
the change you want to see in 
the world!

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
There will be a fl ea mar-

ket here at the post on Sunday, 
April 17 beginning at 10 a.m. 
and goes until 5 p.m.. 

Vendors are needed. Ta-
bles are $25 each and vendors 
should be there at 9 a.m. 

There will be a convenience 
stand for refreshments. 

May 28 will be the day for 

grave site fl ag replacement. 
We service St. Raymond’s 
Cemetery and St. Peter’s 
Graveyard.

Flag Retirement will be 
held on Friday, June 10 at 7 
p.m. here at the post. This is 
where we collect the worn, 
tattered and unusable fl ags 
from the neighborhood. 

Our next meeting will be 
on the fi rst  Saturday in April 

at 1 p.m. A slate of names will 
be decided upon for new offi -
cers at the post. 

Stay tuned to this column 

for info about the BBQ’s at the 
VA. 

There will be one in May 
around Memorial Day.

Trivia Time!!
The  blizzard of ‘88’ hap-

pened on March 14, 1888. 
Twenty-one inches were 
dropped on NY.

Julius Caesar was killed 
on March 15, 44 BC. Watch the 
Ides!

On March 16, 1802, West 
Point opened.

The  My Lai Massacre hap-
pened on March 16,1968. Lt. 
William Calley, Jr. was the 
scapegoat.

The Great Postal Strike 
happened on March 18, 1970. I 
was called up for that.

Keep the troops your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch 
and God bless.

BY GENE DEFRANCES
Happy Easter, everyone. We 

hope you receive this in time 
to join us Saturday, April 26 at 
10 a.m. at 815 Allerton Avenue, 
The Sanz Banquet Hall for Eas-
ter Bunny at The Sanz.

Take your photo with the 
Easter Bunny, color eggs and 
enjoy a good time with your 
neighbors. Thank you to As-
semblyman Mark Gjonaj and 
Ridgewood Savings Bank for 
co-sponsoring this event.

Wednesday, March 30 is 
coming fast. We hope you have 
your ticket and join us for the 
celebration. For those reading 

this for the fi rst time we are cel-
ebrating our 3rd anniversary. 
We thank all the sponsors who 
took out an ad in our journal. 
And to those who volunteered 
on our event committee to ob-
tain these sponsors.

It is clear who Allerton’s 
friends are and we thank them 
for their love. If you missed 
this years journal ad, please 
reach out to us at AllertonMer-
chants@gmail.com and we can 
fi gure a way to recognize you 
or at least have you on our list 
for next year.

Jumpin Dragons will be our 
live band. DJ Manny will help 

get the party started. Gun Hill 
Brewery will be on site pro-
viding their homemade brew. 
And Mama Rosa will be cater-
ing the event. Now all we need 
is you. Get your evening attire 
together and come pick up your 
tickets on Saturday from 10 to 
noon (during Easter Bunny at 
the Sanz).

You can also purchase your 
membership card. We have col-
lected more establishments to 
offer a discount. For only $25 
you will contribute to improv-
ing the community and save 
money.

The 500th member to our 
Facebook page (Allerton Inter-
national Merchants) will re-
ceive two free tickets to our an-
niversary event.

We have been in conversa-
tion with NYC Department of 
Tranportation and Commu-
nity Board 11 about several 
items on our ‘to do’ list. Includ-
ing but not limited to repaving 

our streets. Not only for driv-
ers who have to deal with the 
unsatisfactory conditions. But 
also for people with disabilities 
that have to navigate potholes 
and cracks while in the cross-
walk. And with replacement 
we will also request repainting 
of safety lines.

We will continue this con-
versation as well as replacing 
empty store locations with es-
tablishments our community 
needs. Including an urgent 
care and a personal gym.

Our next meeting will be 
Tuesday, April 5 at 7:30 p.m. at 
The Sanz.



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 25-31, 201666    BTR

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES

More Classifieds online  
at www.bxtimes.com



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 25-31, 2016 67  BTR

Manhattan
���������	
������

319 1st Avenue

DISCOVER 
THE PONCE DIFFERENCE: 

HIGHER RATES

*APY is Annual Percentage Yield, effective as of February 8, 2016. To qualify for the promotions, $1,000 minimum balance is required to open the account and obtain the APY. $500,000 maximum. Other restrictions 

apply. Early withdrawal fees may apply. Offers are subject to change without prior notice. For more information, visit your nearest branch or contact 718-931-9000.
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5 Year IRA CD
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5 Year CD
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Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385
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Accesible a traves de:
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EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training
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CNA Courses
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Ridgewood, NY 11385
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Accesible a traves de:
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Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

OUR LEGAL TEAM











BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 25-31, 201672    BTR

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES

More Classifieds 
online at 

bxtimes.com



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 25-31, 2016 73  BTR

“They kept playing hard at the end, which I was 
proud of.”

JOSEPH YARUSSO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76

PIPE
DREAMS

By Sean Connolly

Maybe it me but did you ever 
notice that in all the gyms you 
can look at any level basketball 
game and watch every kid prac-
tice the game winning shot. 
They practice jumping for joy 
and celebrating the champion-
ship winning shot.

Wisconsin’s (7) Bronson 
Koenig made a 3-point jump shot 
from 22 feet out with the assist 
coming from Ethan Happ did 
just that.  They beat the favor-
ite Xavier (2) with no time left on 
the clock. The game was tied and 
Xavier thought there would be 
an overtime quater. Then their 
dreams became a nightmare. All 
the practicing in gyms as a kid 
paid off for Koening. He is going 
to the sweet 16. Cinderella stories 
are what teams hope for and peo-
ple in offi ce pools hate. Middle 
Tennessee was on a roll. They 
made the NCCA Tournament by 
winning their conference game 
by two points. Reggie Shaw was 
fouled with 0.03 left in the game. 
He made his two buckets to go 
the Dance. He then carried the 
momentum to upset (2) Michi-
gan State 90-91. The Blue Raid-
ers now were on a roll they had 
won seven games in a row. They 
now had to play my good friend 
Makenzie Wessel’s Orangemen 
of Syracuse. The ACC’s tight de-
fense was no match for the Blue 
Raiders. At half-time the score 
was 41-37. Then at the second half 
the Orangemen showed what a 
tight zone should look like. They 
sent the team home just like Cin-
derella went home without her 
glass shoe, the lost their sneak-
ers. The sweet sixteen should be 
interesting this week. Who was 
the last 15 seed team to make to 
the Sweet 16?

The Met’s might have made a 
mistake on letting Ruben Tejada 
go. They released him onto the 
waiver list. No team claimed 
him. According to MLB Net-
work’s Jon Heyman, Tejada had 
agreed to a one-year contract 
with the St. Louis Cardinals. 
The deal is worth $1.5 million. 
Ruben would have been a good 
back up for the club. What is go-
ing happen to when one of the 

Continued on Page 78

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Bronx-native Melvin John-

son and Virginia Common-
wealth University’s furious 
second half rally and upset bid 
of Oklahoma felt short. 

The senior Johnson scored 
18 of his 23 points after half-
time in the tenth-seeded Rams’ 
85-81 loss to No. 2 Oklahoma 
during the second round of the 
NCAA Tournament in Okla-
homa City on March 20. 

“The odds were against 
us,” Johnson told reporters 
post game. “It was a win-win 
situation. Everyone pretty 
much counted us out, so our 
backs were against the wall, 
and when your back is against 
the wall, all you’ve got to do is 
fi ght.”

VCU (25-11), which trailed 
44-31 at the half, rallied to 
take the lead three times after 
the break, the last on a short 
hook by Jordan Burgess with 
7:16 remaining. But National 
Player of the Year candidate 
Buddy Hield responded with 
a 3-pointer to give Oklahoma a 
69-67 edge. That shot sparked 
a 9-0 run by the Sooners (27-7) 
and gave OU a 75-67 lead with 
4:51 left. Heid scored 29 of his 
game-high 36 points in the sec-
ond half.

“It’s just hard to guard a 
player that makes shots con-
sistently,” Johnson said of de-
fending Hield. “I mean, it’s 
easier said than done, but 
you’ve just got to arrive on the 
catch and hope he misses at 
times.”

Johnson fi nishes his career 
as on of the best players in pro-
gram history. He scored 1,657 
points, sixth-most in school 
history and knocked down 
a program-record 285 three-
pointers. His 110 triples this 
year are the second-most in 
school single-season history. 
Johnson had 12 points in an 
opening round win over No. 7 
Oregon State. 

“I mean, I think I had a 
pretty good career,” Johnson 
said. “A roller coaster ride.”

Former Hayes star, St. Joe’s 

can’t topple Oregon: Shavar 
Newkirk scored 10 points and 
grabbed fi ve rebounds in No. 8 
St. Joseph’s 69-64 loss to No. 1 
Oregon in the second round in 
Spokane, Wash. Oregon took 
its biggest lead of the half, 30-
20, but the sophomore Newk-
irk had fi ve straight points 
to get the Hawks within 30-25 
with 51.3 seconds to go in the 
half.

Bronx-natives Ford, Cue-

vas headed to women’s Sweet 
16: Cuevas score eight points 
in each of No. 1 South Caro-
lina’s tournament wins. She 
also added four rebound and 
three assists in an opening 
round win over Jacksonville. 
Ford had three points in Syr-
acuse’s second-round victory 
against Albany. Their two 
teams square off March 25 in 
the Sweet 16.  

Notes: Bronx native 

Schoochie Smith scored 12 
points grabbed fi ve rebound 
and fi ve assists for No. 10 Day-
ton in an opening round loss to 
Syracuse. No. 3 West Virgin-
ia’s Tarik Phillip had seven 
points and six rebounds as No. 
14 Stephen F. Austin upset his 
team in the opening round.  
Desi Rodriguez of Seton Hall 
tallied eight points as the No. 
6 Pirates lost their opener No. 
11 Gonzaga.  

JOHNSON’S VCU CAREER 
ENDS WITH NCAA LOSS

Bronx-native Melvin Johnson, seen here versue Oregon State, scored 23 points for VCU in a second-round loss 
to Oklahoma. AP/Sue Ogrocki
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2014 HYUNDAI SONATA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

17K MILES #23108T

$12,995

2008 TOYOTA 
HIGHLANDER

SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
84K MILES #23058T

$13,995

2008 TOYOTA
RAV4 SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
97K MILES #23072T

CALL

2008 GMC
ACADIA

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
58K MILES #23195T

$12,995

2012 NISSAN SENTRA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

48K MILES #23110T

$9,995
2007 TOYOTA TUNDRA LIMITED
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

48K MILES #23186T

$22,995
2012 NISSAN QUEST

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
92K MILES #23132T

$14,995
2010 TOYOTA TUNDRA PLATINUM
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

74K MILES #23161T

$21,995

2015 TOYOTA 4RUNNER LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

27K MILES #23146T

$27,995
2005 TOYOTA CAMRY 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
70K MILES #23134T

$8,995
2013 TOYOTA COROLLA S

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
34K MILES #23130

$13,995
2012 TOYOTA RAV4

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
20K MILES #23129

$16,995
2008 TOYOTA CAMRY XLE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
93K MILES #22779T

$6,995

2008 TOYOTA 4RUNNER SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

98K MILES #22606T

$12,995

2016 TOYOTA COROLLA LE PLUS
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

227 MILES #22793

$16,995

2013 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

#22675T

$16,995

2014 SUBARU FORESTER LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

25K MILES #22873

$25,995
2014 SCION TC

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
12K MILES #22845T

$13,995

2012 TOYOTA VENZA XLE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

28K MILES #22703T

$19,995

2012 HYUNDAI TUCSON LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

44K MILES #22883T

$15,995
2008 TOYOTA FJ CRUISER

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
101K MILES #22893T

$12,995

TOYOTA CERTIFIED SUPER

SUPER 
CLEAN CLEAN

CLEAN

CLEAN

CLEAN CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

NICECERTIFIED

NICE

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED
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2013 SUBARU FORESTER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

63K MILES #23191T

$18,995

2012 TOYOTA 
PRIUS 

PLUG IN
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
75K MILES #22979T

$10,995

2009 TOYOTA 
PRIUS

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
88K MILES #22994T

$8,995

2007 TOYOTA 
SIENNA LE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
117K MILES #23010T

$7,995

2012 TOYOTA RAV4
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

35K MILES #23041

$16,995
2011 TOYOTA VENZA

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
35K MILES #23162T

$18,995
2013 TOYOTA AVALON LTD HYBRID
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

6K MILES #21562T

$29,995

2012 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

25K MILES #22039T

$24,995
2012 HONDA ODYSSEY EXL

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
69K MILES #22146T

$15,995
2011 HONDA CRV

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
50K MILES #22502T

$16,995
2012 TOYOTA COROLLA 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
33K MILES #22396

$10,995
2013 TOYOTA COROLLA 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
34K MILES #22550T

$11,995

2012 TOYOTA SEQUOIA PLATINUM
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

61K MILES #21573T

$39,995

R BUYS!

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

NAVIGATION

LOADED LOADED

www.StarToyota.net
190-01 Northern Blvd. 

Flushing, NY 11358

Thursday,
March 24

Wednesday,
March 30

Friday,
March 25

Thursday,
March 31

Saturday,
March 26

Friday,
April 1

Monday
March 28

Saturday,
April 2

Tuesday,
March 29

Monday,
April 4
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
ALBANY – Herbert Lehman 

stared straight at a juggernaut and 
never blinked. 

The Lions girls’ basketball team 
competed for start to finish with up-
state power Jamesville-DeWitt in 
a 69-44 loss in the state Federation 
Class A girls’ basketball semifinals 
at the Times Union Center on March 
19.  

“We put our heart into the game,” 
senior forward Paulina Afriyie said. 

The Red Rams of Section 3 have 
wins over CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
runner up Bishop Loughlin and 
Archdiocesan champion Monsignor 
Scanlan. They beat Floral Park in its 
NYSPHSAA final 82-37 just a week 
earlier, but Lehman provided a much 
stiffer test. There were still tears and 
still an empty feeling that the team 
couldn’t have player better.

“They kept playing hard at the 
end, which I was proud of,” Lehman 
coach Joseph Yarusso said. “I did 
hear that they basically are a AA 
team.” 

Charlotte Leurs scored a team-high 
22 points for Lehman and her front-
court mate Afriyie chipped in 16. Julia 
Kelner paced Jamesville-DeWitt with 
16 points. Carly O’Hern and Jamie 
Boeheim, daughter of Syracuse men’s 
basketball coach Jim Boeheim added 
13 points each.  

The Lions (25-5) lead 7-6 early af-
ter a 3-pointer by Miaya Givens Young 
early in the first quarter. They trailed 
just 19-9 after a quarter when a put 
back by Jamesville-DeWitt’s Angela 
Bussone fell through at the buzzer. 

Lehman went way from the inside 

attack that got it to Albany in the sec-
ond quarter. It settled for three-point-
ers and shot 1-for-17 from behind the 
arc for the game. Jamesville-Dewitt 
(26-2) went on a 19-2 run over the sec-
ond and third quarters to grab a 40-17 
lead with 5:47 to play in the third. 

“We are not a three-ball team,” 
Yarusso said. “We are down low, push 
the ball. I also said to my girls we 
can’t trade threes for twos. That won’t 
work.”  

The Lions left upset with some lazy 
passes and turnovers that cost them. 
Still it kept fighting, but Jamesville-
DeWitt continued to answer. A three 
from O’Hern ended any chance of a 

third quarter rally. 
“Every time we caught up they 

made a three or got offensive re-
bounds,” Afriyie said. “We had to keep 
pushing.”  

It wasn’t the end the Lions wanted 
a season that included the school’s 
first city title and an upset of top-
seeded Bayside in the final. The team 
showed solidarity in Albany, all wear-
ing matching Orange headbands they 
got in the morning from Yarusso and 
orange and blue socks. It was part of a 
memorable to trip to end a memorable 
year.

“It was [a] great [year],” Afriyie 
said. “Winning the chip.”

Lehman’s valient effort falls short in semifi nals

Lehman’s Charlette Leurs dribbles the ball down the court in the state Federation Class A 
semifi nals. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Lehman’s Miaya Givens Young takes the ball 
strong to the basket against Jamesville-
DeWitt in the state Federation Class A semi-
fi nals. Photo by Ken Maldonado

The Lehman girls’s basketball walks off the court in dissappointment after a loss to Jamesville-DeWitt in the state Federation Class A semifi nals. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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BY TROY MAURIELLO
ALBANY -- Only a questionable 

call during a fight for the ball in 
the closing seconds could halt KIPP 
NYC’s 23-point comeback against 
Olean. What was a shocking turn of 
event to everyone else in the Times 
Union Center was nothing new to 
KIPP coach Craighton Barry.

Although this was the first time 
he was the coach and not the referee 
in a situation of this magnitude. 

Prior to taking over as KIPP 
coach this season, Barry was a long-
time PSAL official, it allowed him 
to remain remarkably composed 
while others screamed and yelled 
after his team’s heartbreaking 66-
65 in the state Federation Class B 
boys’ basketball semifinals at the 
Times Union Center on March 19.

“I’ve been in that position on the 
other side as a referee, so I under-
stand some of the things that oc-
cur,” he said. “Sometimes people 
anticipate…I’m sure he [the ref-
eree] did the best he could do.”

Despite Barry’s composure post-
game, his Bulldog players saw a 
fierce comeback culminating with 
the Bulldogs pulling to within four 
in the final minute. 

 A 3-pointer from Xavier Nunez 
(10 points) brought KIPP to within 
one in the closing seconds, and a 
steal and bucket from Christian 
Sturdivant (13 points) on the ensu-
ing Olean inbound completed the 
unbelievable comeback. KIPP led 
65-64 with 12 seconds left. 

However on the game’s final 
possession, Olean’s Jacob Cavana 
grabbed his own rebound under the 
basket after a miss. On the ensuing 
tie up, a foul was called on KIPP’s 
Albert Wilson to send Cavana to 
the line with 0.6 seconds remain-
ing. 

Cavana knocked down both free 
throws to give Olean the lead, and 
a heave at the buzzer went unan-
swered for KIPP, leaving the Bull-
dogs and their fans in attendance 
stunned in disbelief after their 66-
65 loss. 

The Bulldog seniors knew it was 
now or never for their high school 
careers as KIPP trailed by 23 with 
6:26 left to play. Ben Eckstrom and 
Elijah Ramadham each scored 21 
points for Olean. 

KIPP was being outscored 24-6 
in the second half, and it looked as 
if the magical season was quickly 
coming to a close. 

“My senior year was on the line,” 
said Jason Valera, who had a team-
high 22 points. “So we all got to-
gether and were like, ‘are we going 
to do it or are we going to just fall 
out?’ We just came back, we fought 
hard.”

 The comeback began, fueled by a 
full-court press that created 10 sec-
ond-half turnovers. The Bulldogs 
had the lead down to 13 with 4:26 

remaining in the fourth quarter. 
By the two-minute mark the Olean 
lead was just seven, 59-52, and a 
3-pointer from Valera made it 61-55 
with 1:29 left. 

KIPP still trailed 64-60 with 
just 24 seconds left, but from there, 

Nunez’s trey and Sturdivant’s bas-
ket gave the Bulldogs their first 
lead since early in the second quar-
ter with 12 seconds remaining. 

 The heartbreaking loss was cer-
tainly a sour ending to the high 
school careers of the 10 KIPP grad-

uating seniors, however it will not 
take away from the exceptional fi-
nal season. 

KIPP finished league play unde-
feated at 21-0, and 27-3 overall and 
took home the Public School Ath-
letic League Class B championship 
after a 95-82 win over Jane Addams 
on March 13. 

“Coaching this group, a whole 
bunch of seniors, it was incred-
ible,” Barry said. “These young 
men trusted me from day one. 
They worked hard in the gym. 
They worked hard everyday in the 
classroom. They had the utmost re-
spect…and it was just a pleasure…I 
will never forget them.”

It was just about the best first 
season on the sidelines that Barry 
could have asked for, minus the 
ending in Albany. But graduating 
senior Jae Len Hartsfield (16 points) 
was confident that his team would 
return upstate next year without 
him.

“We set a good example for the 
bench for next year,” he said. “We 
will be back here next year.”

Late whistle ends KIPP’s comeback for loss

Kipp player Christian Sturdivant (4). Ken Maldonado

Kipp player Christian Sturdivant (4). Ken Maldonado
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kids can’t perform or David Wright needs 
some rest. Only time will tell if it was 
worth saving the money. That’s what it 
is all about. Speaking of money, how can 
they sell and even wear those ugly hats 
with the Mr. Met on them?

NY Knicks Clinch. They clinched their 
third straight losing season. Thanks Phil. 
When are we going to see the rebuilding 
and the return of basketball to the Mecca? 
They blew an 18 point lead going into the 
second half on Saturday against the Wiz-
ards, because they were outscored, 31-10. 
During the game Carmelo Anthony was 
diagnosed with a migraine that started 
in the fi rst quarter of the Knicks’ 99-89 
loss. I get the same headache just trying 
to watch the Knicks play. 

The NY Giants President and Chief 
Executive Offi cer John Mara are try-
ing to push their odds of going to a Su-
per Bowl in their favor. They went onto 
the free agency market with the hope of 
landing two out three big names. He was 
expecting to get all three. It had cost the 
Giants $200 million in a 24 hours. They 
signed defensive end Olivier Vernon, 
cornerback Janoris Jenkins and defen-
sive tackle Damon Harrison. They also 
re-signed defensive end Jason Pierre-
Paul. “We felt like we had to do it,” John 
Mara said. “We had the cap room to do it, 

we had some big holes to fi ll, and fortu-
nately we had the three top guys, at least 
according to how we had them rated, at 
their positions. It’s not something you 
want to do every year, but you have to 
pick your spots, and this was our spot.” 

Congrats to the NY (Brooklyn) Island-
er’s Captain John Tavares, he scored his 
200 goal and is going to play in his 500th 
game. Earlier this month Tavares was 
named to Team Canada’s roster for the 
2016 World Cup of Hockey. Remember 
the last world cup. John was on crutches 
getting his gold medal. Some say that the 
reason Ranger fans hate Hall of Famer 
Denise Potvin is because of the hit he 
made on a certain Ranger. That hit 
would not allow the Rangers to beat the 
Montreal Canadians in 1979. Who did 
Potvin hit, and please do not say his wife.  
Potvin was asked in an interview about 
the mean chants from Ranger fans. He 
said they were mean and todays Ranger 
fans are enjoying it with a smile on their 
face. Potvin never misses a chance to 
show his funny side said to the Ranger 
fans, “They can tell their friends that I 
loved playing the Rangers – they were an 
easy two point”.

This week is sports history, one of 
America’s oldest race took place in 1668 
1st horse race. 1982 Wayne Gretzky be-
comes 1st NHL to score 200 points in a 

season. 1939 1st NCAA Men’s Basketball 
Championship: U of Oregon beats OH 
State 46-33. It the NCAA 43 years for the 
1st NCAA Women’s Basketball Champi-
onship in 1982 the LA Tech beats Cheney 
76-62. 1972 Wilt Chamberlain plays his 
last pro basketball game. Born this week 
in 1878 was Jack Johnson, 1st  African 
American heavyweight boxing champ 
(1908-1915). 

St. John’s women’s basketball pro-
gram had a great season they went 23-
10. They won the Big East Champion-
ship. That earned them a seed in the 
NCAA Tournament. It all came to an 
end against a strong Auburn team in 
the fi rst-round women’s college basket-
ball game in the NCAA Tournament at 
Waco, Texas. The fi rst quarter seemed 
to be the down fall for the Johnnies. 
They were outscored 19-6. St. John’s 
woke up and played they rest of the 
game strong. They couldn’t catch up to 
the tigers. 

I would like to wish everyone a 
Happy and safe Easter. I hope that Eas-
ter Bunny fi lls everyone’s baskets with 
lots of chocolates and candy.

If there is something that you might 
like to see in upcoming articles or if you 
might like to make a comment you can 
do so by emailing me at sconnolly103@
optonline.net. 

 WINSTON DINKINS
HEAD COACH / PRESIDENT 

Velocity Track Club New York was 
truly blessed with some outstanding 
hard working student athletes.  VTC 
had 13 student athletes that medal at the 
nationals winning 17 National medals 
with 2 of them were National Champion 
(Pierce Parker & Olivia Burrell). Plus on 
Saturday, March 19th, Dontae Lindo was 
honored at the USA Track & Field New 
York Awards Banquet for Outstanding 
Athlete of the Year Boys 9 & 10 age divi-
sion for the 2015 Cross Country season.  
Dontae had an outstanding cross coun-
try season and his performance didn’t 
go unnoticed.  He competed in 11 cross 
country meets dated 9/20/2015 through 
12/5/2015.  He took 1st place in 7 out 
of the 11 XC races.  He took 2nd in the 
USATF New York Association Champi-
onship. He is the Foot Locker Northeast 
Regional Champion and took 6th place in 
the AAU Cross Country National Cham-
pionship.  Then he started the 2016 sea-
son off by becoming USATF New York 
2016 Athlete of the Month (January) and 
earning All American status at the USA 
Track & Field Hershey Youth In-door na-
tional boys 11 & 12 division 3000 meter 
run.  Plus his academics are good; he has 
an 85 average, love math and wants to be 
a lawyer. Thank you USA Track & Field 
New York for recognizing Dontae.  

Pierce Parker work effects are a great 
example of perseverance.  When he fi rst 
joined the team, he was coming in last 

place and would cry after each race.  For 
over a year he got stronger and faster, 
but was still fi nishing near last.  His 
parents kept their faith and trusted our 
plan.  Pierce started to show signs of 
becoming a contender for medals dur-
ing the 2015 cross country season. He 
started to win medals and he enjoyed the 
attention from being recognized for his 
accomplishments.   At the AAU Cross 
Country National Championship in 
Alabama, Pierce saw Dontae on the po-
dium receiving his medal.  At that time, 
he wanted to get on the podium.  That’s 
exactly what he did, Pierce fi nish 4th in 
the boys 7 years old division and made it 
to the podium.  Since them he refused to 
lose, during the indoor season, he won a 

medal at every meet and a lot were gold.  
At the USA Track & Field Hershey Youth 
Indoor National Championship, he said 
he was going to be a national champion.  
He was right; he became a National 
Champion in the boys 8 & under 1500 me-
ter run and silver medalist in the 800 me-
ters race.  Plus his academics are great; 
he has 100s on his last progress report.  
He also love math and he wants to be a 
doctor or play basketball. 

Olivia Burrell who is in the girls 9 & 
10 age division treats practice as if she 
was 18 years old.  She takes her workout 
seriously and wants to learn.  She hates 
to lose at practice or track meets.  Olivia 
competes in long jump, hurdles and run 
any event from the 400 meters and down.  
We always knew she can long jump, but 
not on the national level.  At the 2015 
AAU Junior Olympics in Virginia, Ol-
ivia made the fi nals, but was told differ-
ent.  After a short discussion with the of-
fi cials, the error was rectifi ed.  This turn 
out to be a blessing, because it upset Ol-
ivia and on her next jump, she went from 
5th place to 1st.  She continued to jump 
further with each jump and became the 
National Champion.  So going to the 2016 
USA Track & Field Hershey Youth In-
door National Championship, she was 
expected to win the gold.  That’s exactly 
what she did, won the gold medal in the 
long jump and earned All American sta-
tus with a 4th place fi nish in the 55 me-
ters.  Olivia’s academic are good also, 
she has A+ in Math, B+ in reading and 

her best subject is science and she wants 
to be a doctor.  Great job Olivia, Pierce 
and Dontae, continue to perform on the 
track and in the school and your can be 
doctors and lawyers!!!     

Velocity Track Club New York is a 
501C3 Non for profi t.  100% of your dona-
tion will go to help our children.  For ad-
ditional information, you can go to our 
web site Velocitytrack.org or contact me, 
Coach Winston Dinkins at 914-441-6196 
or email me at watclt@aol.com. 

JULISSA REYES
DEVELOPMENT/MARKETING ASSISTANT

Joe Santana, commissioner of the 
Children’s Baseball League at MMCC 
is pleased to announce that registra-
tion is now taking place for the spring 
season. MMCC is located at 3450 
DeKalb Avenue and Gun Hill Road, one 
block east of Jerome Avenue. MMCC is 
open Monday through Friday to accept 
registrations from 7:30 AM to 6:30 PM 
and Saturdays from 9AM to 4:30 PM. 
The league consists of sex divisions 
that include the T-Ball Pee Wees 4-6 
yrs old, Bantams 7 & 8 yrs old, and Mi-
nors 9 & 10 yrs old, Majors 11 & 12 yrs 
old, Senior Division 13-15 yrs old and 
Girls Softball (seniors) 9-12 yrs old and 
13-18 yrs old. To register stop by the 
community center or for information 
call 718-882-4000 extension 256 for Joe 
Santana.

About the Mosholu Montefi ore 
Community Center

MMCC is a community resource 
that has helped improve the quality of 
life of Bronx residents for more

than 75 years. We serve individuals 
of all ages through free and affordable 
support, enrichment,

education and recreation services 
at our centrally located facilities. From 
programs for children, such as

daycare and summer camp, to ser-
vices for senior citizens, such as senior 
center activities and daily hot

lunches, MMCC provides broad and 
deep opportunities that open new pos-
sibilities to change the course

of individual lives, strengthen fam-
ilies and reshape the greater commu-
nity.

For information about MMCC and 
their programs or to donate, call 718-
882-4000 o

Children’s 
Baseball League 
Registration at 

MMCC!

Velocity Track Club New York medalist

Velocity Track Club New York highlights

Pipe Dreams
from Page 73
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The parents believe that the stu-
dents, many of whom learn English as 
a second language, have also not got-
ten all of the services that their IEPs 
promise, such as occupational and lan-
guage therapies.

Many parents said the demands of 
a 12:1:1 special class, which should in-
clude 12 students, one teacher and one 
assistant teacher, have not been met.

Parents also questioned the princi-
pal’s use of funds. According to an ad-
vocate, the school has been allocated 
funds for safety devices and enhance-
ments that have not been installed.

“It’s unbelievable,” one parent said 
regarding the scenario at P.S. 89, who 
wished to remain anonymous. “The 
teachers are not paid accordingly - they 
will work overtime and on weekends 
but the principal (Martinez) thinks 
that they are not doing a good enough 
job so he ends up removing them when 
their work load in insurmountable.”

“As a parent, you know your child 
best and you know how they learn - 

Parents want principal out; 90 teachers have been reassigned
From page 1

but this principal clearly thinks oth-
erwise by reassigning and removing 
teachers without proper consent or no-
tifi cation,” the parent added.

“It is hard for these children to 
learn under these circumstances,” 
said parent Iris Rosario, who led last 
week’s rally. “This is very sad - and the 
children are suffering because of it. If I 
have to, I will lead another rally.”

Rosario, who, in the past, was 
awarded over $80,000 from the De-
partment of Education for her lawsuit 
stemming from P.S. 89 violating her 
two sons’ IEP programs, said that Mar-
tinez has personal vendettas with par-
ents, teachers and even students who 
complain or fi le reports against him.

Martinez, she claims, accused her 
of attempting to bomb the school - an 
allegation that she called ‘ridiculous’, 
but has banned her from visiting the 
school.

“I want him (Martinez) to be re-
moved,” Rosario said.

“We are investigating these allega-
tions against principal Martinez, and 

(l-r) Kathy Cole, Iris Rosario and Maria Guzzone, a former P.S. 89 guidance counselor. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

we will work with families and stu-
dents (of P.S. 89) to ensure we are meet-
ing their needs,” said DOE spokesper-

son Devora Kaye.
Martinez did not respond to a re-

quest for comment.

Transcare ambulance service’s failure brings 911 concerns
From page 1

Dwyer, who confi rmed that the loss 
of ambulances only effected private 
hospitals.

“FDNY planned for the closure of 
TransCare for weeks and seamlessly 
fi lled the tours lost,” stated Dwyer, 
adding “FDNY…is working on sev-
eral pilot programs geared towards 
reducing response times specifi cally 
in the Bronx.”

Dwyer said these programs are 
not related to the TransCare situa-
tion. 

Montefi ore, which had a 16-year 
relationship with TransCare, was 
aware of  its fi nancial diffi culties for 
about a year, said Dr. Peter Semczuk, 
Montefi ore vice-president.

“It became apparent when they 
missed a payroll one week, then 
failed to pay Workermen’s Compen-
sation,” said Dr. Semczuk. 

He said the hospital enacted pro-
active measures and developed a con-
tingency plan.

At one point, Transcare was han-
dling the Montefiore’s discharge 
ambulances as well as 911 calls, he 
said.

As the company’s fi nancial prob-
lems devolved, Montefi ore stopped 
using TransCare for any discharge 
work, he said.

“This was a prudent thing to do,” 
said Dr. Semczuk, “Many hospitals 
were scrambling to fi ll that void 
when Transcare shut down.”

For now, FDNY has picked up 
the slack and has devoted the same 
amount of ambulances to Montefi ore, 
but Dr. Semczuk said this is not a 
permanent solution. 

At one time TransCare was han-

dling 20 percent of 911 calls in the 
borough, so the workload to recover 
is huge, he said

A St. Barnabas spokesman stated 
that the hospital had made a seamless 
transition to SeniorCare EMS and 
that its patients weren’t affected.

Kearns said his board is going to 
continue to look into the issue.

“The hospital companies are al-
legedly trying to… scramble to fi nd 
replacement ambulance companies,” 

said Kearns. “EMS is taking up the 
slack, and as a result their response 
times are a little slower because de-
mand is so much higher.”

To cover borough demand, ambu-
lances had to be shifted from other 
boroughs, said Kearns.

An offi cial at another Bronx hos-
pital that did not use TransCare, and 
spoke on the condition of anonymity, 
said that some Bronx hospitals did 
not use the company because they 

felt it was unreliable.
 Al D’Angelo, a Morris Park com-

munity leader who serves on a com-
munity advisory board at two hospi-
tals, said when he fi rst learned of the 
TransCare issue that it seemed like 
it would probably impact 911 service 
in some way.

“Obviously, the less ambulances 
we have, the greater the response 
time and the more danger there is to 
the community,” he said.

Transcare was contracted to provide ambulance service to Montefi ore facilities.



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 25-31, 201680    BTR


