
BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Life long Throggs Neck 

resident Amanda Parisi at-
tended the St. Patricks Day 
Parade with her family and 
friends this past Sunday, just 
like she does every year, but 
this one she’ll never forget.

Little did she know, this 
time it would change her 
life.

Amanda was in the crowd 
with her own family as well 
as her long term boyfriend, 

Kevin Donovan’s family, en-
joying the parade and wait-
ing for Kevin to march by 
with the FDNY - he serves 
with Squad 61 in Westchester 
Square. 

As Kevin walked by, 
Amanda was shocked to be 
pulled from the sidelines by 
her beau, while being gently 
pushed by her family who 
knew what was about to hap-
pen next, and let through the 

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Rafael Salamanca, who re-

cently won the special election 
for Council District 17, was sworn 
into offi ce last Wednesday, March 
9, at a City Council meeting in 
Manhattan. 

Council Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito escorted Salamanca into 
a City Hall room full of cheers, 
where he then repeated the sol-
emn oath of offi ce performed by 
clerk of the council Michael Mc-
Sweeney.

The councilmember swore 
to uphold the constitution of the 
state of New York to the best of his 
ability before the crowd erupted 
in applause. 

Salamanca’s wife, step-son and 
baby girl were present at the cer-
emony, as was Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr., who expressed his 
congratulations. 

“It’s a humbling experience,” 
said Salamanca of his new posi-
tion, “It’s frightening at the same 
time, there’s a lot of work to get 
done.” 

In terms of his fi rst moves in of-
fi ce, Salamanca has many ideas.

“We need to hit the ground 
running,” he said.

Rafael is currently working 
with different organizations on 
their budget requests to ensure 
the district is getting a fair share 
of city funding.

“I want to make sure my con-
stituency will benefi t,” said Sala-
manca. 

The new councilman has also 
been meeting with NYC Hous-
ing Authority residents and has 
walked through many develop-
ments, to observe fi rst hand the 
dire need for change. 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A recent hit-and-run in Aller-

ton nearly claimed the life of a 
middle aged  woman.

The incident occurred just 
after 8 p.m. on Monday, March 7 
at Williamsbridge Road between 
Waring and Mace avenues, when 
47-year old Madeline Bengoches 
was struck by a vehicle traveling 
northbound.

Bengoches, a local resident 
who was crossing east to west on 
Williamsbridge Road, found her-
self stuck on the yellow double 
line, waiting for traffi c to abate.  

While waiting, Bengoches 
was hit by a white, four-door se-
dan traveling northbound on 
Williamsbridge Road.

Bengoches, who was hit by the 
front of a car and rolled onto the 
windshield and then over its roof, 
sustained severe trauma to the 
body, including a broken bone in 
her leg and fractures to her pelvic 
area.

After being on the ground for 
nearly half an hour, emergency 
medical services responded and 
took her to Jacobi Medical Center 
with severe injuries.

“She was on the pavement for 
a while,” said an employee from 
Mini Mart and Deli, located on 
the same block that Bengoches 
crossed from, who also added 
that one of his customers called 
for 911.

Your Neighborhood — Your News®March 20, 2016

LOCAL
CLASSIFIEDS

PAGE 14

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BXTIMES.COMUPDATED EVERY DAY AT BXTIMES.COMA CNG Publication • Vol. 67 No. 5 • Vol. 67 No. 5 A CNG Publication • Vol. 5 No. 12 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BXTIMES.COM

Continued on Page 4

Continued on Page 15Continued on Page 4

Irish Eyes Are Smiling!
Celtic-clad Stephanie Carpenter and Billy D’Avella marched in the 18th An-
nual Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Sunday, March 13 with the 
DA Beach Club. The celebration of Irish heritage and of the community 
brought out thousands to the parade on East Tremont Avenue between 
Lafayette and Harding avenues. For more photos, see pages 8 and 9. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

47-year-old is seriously injured

SEDAN STRIKES
PEDESTRIAN

Rafael 
Salamanca 
takes oath 

of offi ce

Shamrock proposal 
shocks parade goer
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BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Late NYPD police of-

fi cer Kevin Gillespie was 
honored this past Friday 
March 11, with the renam-
ing of a Fordham street. 

Gillespie was killed 
in the line of duty in 1996 
while attempting to appre-
hend three suspected car-
jackers, all felons out on 
parole. 

While wearing plain 
clothes, Gillespie pulled 
over a BMW that had been 
car-jacked earlier in the 
day.

The men inside opened 
fi re, and one bullet hit 
Gillespie in the shoulder, 
killing him one hour later. 

The green refl ective 
street sign reading ‘Po-
lice Offi cer Kevin Joseph 
Gillespie Way’ was un-
veiled at the corner of 
Grand Concourse and East 
184th Street to a crowd 
comprised of the offi cer’s 
family and friends, along 
with active NYPD, Coun-
cilman Ritchie Torres and 
Patrolmen’s Benevolent 

Association president Pat-
rick Lynch. 

Gillespie was attacked 
a few days before his 34th 
birthday.    

Before the offi cial un-
veiling, several hundred 

people led up by Gillep-
sie’s family, bagpipers, and 
fl ags, marched to the site. 

Torres spoke highly of 
the fallen offi cer, who had 
been a Marine prior to join-
ing the NYPD, stating that 

he had served with selfl ess-
ness and distinction.

“His legacy will always 
be remembered,” said Tor-
res, “His name will now be 
a permanent fi xture in our 
district and ensures that 

his service will be memori-
alized.”

Patricia, the offi cers 
widow, became teary eyed 
speaking of her deceased 
husband, calling him a car-
ing man and a wonderful 

father. 
Gillespie’s sons Robert 

and Daniel were equally 
emotional. 

The offi cer’s mother, 
Theresa, said he was loyal 
above all else.

Street renaming honors fallen offi cer 

Offi cer Kevin Gillespie’s sons Robert Gillespie and Daniel Gillespie hold the new street sign. Wife Patricia Gillespie holds fl owers during the street naming for her late hus-
band. Courtesy of Councilman Ritchie Torres
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Navigating MS
 
  

Hear from a multiple sclerosis (MS) expert and be inspired by someone living with  

relapsing MS—learn about the possible causes, treatment options, and support  

services through the Above MSTM program from Biogen, a company committed to MS.
 
Location: Date: 

[Venue] [MONTH DAY, YEAR]
[Address] Time: 

[City, State, Zip Code] [Time AM/PM to Time AM/PM] y, 
State ZIP code] [Time AM/PM to Time AM/PM]  
Register today at Navigating-MS.com or call 1-866-955-9999.

 Register for a free,  

live educational program  
happening in your area.

N

Tosca Cafe Tuesday, April 5, 2016
4038 E Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465 Check-In: 5:30 PM - 6:00 PM

Seminar: 6:00 - 8:00PM

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
The Bronx General Post Offi ce, at 

the corner of Grand Concourse and East 
149th Street, is set to undergo drastic 
changes, and has recently begun to im-
plement the renovations.

Developers Youngwoo & Associates 
have plans to  add retail space and res-
taurants to the lower fl oors, a restaurant 
and terrace on the roof, and three fl oors 
of offi ce space in between. 

A supermarket is currently negotiat-
ing a lease for ground fl oor space. 

The developer plans  to create a com-
munity centerpiece which would revital-
ize the mostly empty building, which is 
currently a  the United States Post Offi ce 
station serving 10451.

Construction workers broke ground 
in January, but Hollister Construction 
Services, the construction manager han-
dling the renovations, has just gotten 
started. 

The core and shell of the Roosevelt-era 
building is currently being renovated 
and prepped for new offi ce space, retail-

ers, and restaurants. 
“This will bring a lot of light to Grand 

Concourse, it’s a destination that doesn’t 
exist today,” said Brendan Murray, vice 
president of construction at Hollister.

Murray says that his team, made up 
of many Bronxites, is focusing on reno-
vating the lobby and bringing it up to to-
day’s standards, and replacing light fi x-
tures throughout the building.

“We are modernizing the system, and 
bringing upgraded electrical service to 
the site,” said Murray.

This phase of the renovation is set to 
be completed by November 2016, although 
the new space will not open to the public 
until spring of 2017.

The post offi ce will stay put, and will 
continue its activities throughout the en-
tire renovation.

A separate contractor has been hired 
to renovate a small portion of the build-
ing’s lobby for a new post offi ce. Once 
this space is ready, the mail facility will 
release its current space to Hollister so it 
can fi nish the fi rst fl oor remodeling.

Since the building is  landmarked, the 
marble fl oors throughout the building 
will not be disturbed, only restored. 

Earlier this year the Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission approved the devel-

oper’s plans to add a rooftop restaurant. 
The rooftop addition will feature poly-

carbonate walls. the material used to 
make I-pods.

 The historic 1930s murals that cur-
rently adorn the lobby walls  will also be 
preserved. 

The names of all restaurants, offi ces, 
and retail stores coming into the location 
will be released once all the fi nal leases 
are signed. 

Youngwoo & Associates purchased 
the building for $19 million in 2014.

Bronx GPO conversion to 
retail space in motion

This will bring a 
lot of light to Grand 

Concourse, it’s a 
destination that doesn’t 

exist today. We are 
modernizing the system 
and bringing upgraded 
electrical service to the 

sitE.
Brendan Murray

Brendan Murray, vice president of construction 
at Hollister.

Financial

Harold Greenway or Justina Douwes / Allstate Financial Services
1 (888) 345–8881 Ext 1 or (646) 405–7488 | allstateaccmgt@gmx.com
55 Water St. New York, NY 10004

stateaccmgt@gmx.comCALL 1 (888) 345–8881

Personal loan solutions to fi t your needs.
Lowest affordable rates.
One Flexible Monthly payment.
All outstanding debts.
Borrow what you need. 
Bad Credit OK. No Application fees.
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Broken elevators, light-
ing issues, and the all 
around dirty appearance 
of buildings are some of the 
most noticable problems. 

Salamanca realizes that 
improving NYCHA condi-
tions will be a long-term 
project. 

For now however, he is 
trying to implement im-
mediate change in NYCHA 
properties by making small 

but signifi cant improve-
ments like replacing broken 
light bulbs so hallways will 
be more safe.

He is also working with 
senior groups to assist with 
providing free lunch pro-
grams to the elderly.

In early April, Sala-
manca will be moving his 
office to a more central 
location at the corner of 
Southern Boulevard and 
Westchester Avenue. 

Salamanca was born 
and raised in District 17. 

The area covers much 
of the south Bronx includ-
ing neighborhoods Hunts 
Point, Longwood, Melrose, 
and Soundview. 

He replaced Council-
woman Maria del Carmen 
Arroyo who resigned her 
seat to take high-paying job 
with a non-profi t agency.

He will have to run again 
in September 2017.
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Sedan strikes and seriously 
injures 47-year-old woman

An electronic message board was placed by the NYPD at the same location where Bengoches was hit.
 Community News Group / Maddie Anthony

“He (the customer), 
along with others on the 
block, actually waited 
next to her on the street to 
make sure she didn’t get hit 
again, but it seemed like 
she was there for a while. A 
lot of cars just drove by like 
it was nothing - but it was a 
sad scene.”

“Something like this 
shouldn’t happen, espe-
cially not in this area,” an-

other customer said, refer-
ring to the fact that there 
are three schools located 
within close vicinity of the 
accident, P.S. 89, Christo-
pher Columbus High School 
and the New York Institute 
for Special Education, as 
well as Mazzei Playground, 
right next to P.S. 89. 

“There should be more 
crosswalks - it’s a long 
stretch of road between 
(Waring and Mace ave-

nues) and there should be 
more areas where pedestri-
ans can cross safely.”

An investigation is on-
going, but no arrests have 
been made. NYPD did not 
release a sketch or the iden-
tity of the driver.

NYPD placed an elec-
tronic message board at the 
location where Bengoches 
was hit, requesting eyewit-
nesses to call NYPD Crime 
Stoppers at (800) 555-111.

from Page 1

Councilman Rafael 
Salamanca takes oath of offi ce

The city clerk and clerk of the council Michael McSweeney performed the formal swearing-in of Rafael 
Salamanca as the newly elected councilman for District 17. Will Alatriste of the New York City Council
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 18th Annual Throggs Neck St. Pat-

rick’s Day Parade brought a wave of march-
ers and spectators in green regalia to East 
Tremont Avenue. 

The parade, on Sunday, March 13, wel-
comed thousands of marchers from com-
munity, civic, school, business, fraternal, 
labor and non-profi t groups. 

In addition, spectators decked out in 
in shamrock green lined the parade route 
from Lafayette to Harding avenues.  

The grand marshals, community activ-
ists and youth Irish Football enthusiasts 
David and Noreen Kilkenny, expressed 
their appreciation to the parade committee 
and community for the honor. 

“I feel so honored and humbled that Da-
vid and I were chosen for this,” said Nor-
een Kilkenny, adding “My husband does 
a lot to promote the Irish culture through 
sports.” 

David Kilkenny has been a youth coach 
for years at the St. Raymond’s Gaelic Foot-
ball Club and is active in politics with the 
Chippewa Democratic Club. 

“It is just such a wonderful honor,” said 
David Kilkenny. “You think back on grow-
ing up, the times in Ireland and here in New 
York, and there are a lot of good memories 
that come back.”

“The people who are no longer with us 
are here in spirit, and the people who are 
here we are happy to see,” he added, just be-
fore climbing into the horse-drawn coach 
that would carry him, his wife and daugh-
ter, and honored clergy Fr. Christopher 
Devron along the parade route. 

The honored clergy, the president of 
Fordham Prep, celebrated a pre-parade 
Mass at St. Benedict Church. 

Devron said that he was proud to be a 
part of the event that brought the Throggs 
Neck community together. 

The Mass was followed by a breakfast 
sponsored by Schuyler Hill Funeral Home 
and its proprietor James McQuade.  

Celebrated during the display of com-
munity pride were 21 honorary grand mar-
shals who were posthumously honored, 
with family and friends marching with 
banners in their memory. 

The community groups and schools tak-
ing part in the parade, essentially repre-
senting all of the organizations that make 
up the fabric of civic life in Throggs Neck 
and surrounding communities, brought 
out a diverse cross section from the Irish-
American community and beyond. 

“It is very diverse; everybody is here 
having a good time and welcoming the 
Irish,” said parade participant Michael Wil-
bekin, who was participating with St. Fran-
ces de Chantal Church. “There is a little bit 
of Irish in everybody.”

The parade, which has been held con-
tinuously since 1999, is a major community 
event. 

“Every year it has gotten to be simpler 
and simpler,” said Lynn Gerbino, of the pa-
rade committee. “With the committee that 
we have, everybody just knows and does 
their own job, and it all comes together at 
the end.” 

Honorary grand marshals for the 18th 
annual march were Margaret Babcock, 
Carol Boyle, Monica Burns, John Byrne, 
Charlie Capezuti, Robert Connolly, Dan 
Cotter, Ann Devany, Elizabeth Kelleher, 
Thomas Laughlin, Michael Martz, John 
Mullins, Joseph Murphy, Teresa O’Hara, 
Daniel O’Shea, Peragine, Benny Randazzo, 
Anthony Riccardella, Mildred Scott, Ethel 
Tarpey and Alice Tell.

The line of march included all local 
elected offi cials or their representatives, as 
well as about 20 bands, according to the pa-
rade committee. 

Annual Throggs Neck St. 
Patrick’s Parade held

The friends and family of honorary grand marshal Elizabeth Kelleher march in the parade. The 18th 
annual parade honored 21 community members posthumously as honorary grand marshals. Photo 
courtesy of the family of Elizabeth Kelleher

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A new Taco Bell will soon open in the 

Bronx, close to the Westchester border.
The construction of the popular fast 

food outlet is currently taking place on 
Conner Street and Tillotson Avenue, 
convenient to Co-op City and the north 
Bronx.

Currently, McDonald’s and Dunkin 
Donuts are the only other fast food op-
tions  on Conner Street, not far from 
I-95 exits and entrances.

The 2.175 square-foot Taco Bell, 
which is being built on a third of an 
acre parcel, is expected to open within 
the next month and will provide a 
drive-thru, as well as a dozen parking 
spots.

The drive thru is expected to gener-
ate the bulk of the store’s business.

The Bronx is currently home to four 
Taco Bells, including 2148 White Plains 
Road, 1889 Bruckner Boulevard, 961 E. 
174th Street and 1731 Webster Avenue. 

The closest Taco Bell to the new loca-
tion is almost fi ve miles away. 

The Taco Bell at 3351 Conner Street, 
is located just off of Exit 13 on the north-
bound I-95/New England Thruway. 

The new location will provide 40 to 
50 jobs opportunities.

“We are very happy with the prog-
ress of this (Taco Bell) location - es-
pecially considering that the recent 
weather has permitted construction 
and development,” said Greg Alagna, 
vice president of operations for CKA 
Management, the project’s developers. 
“This really gives us an opportunity to 
expand into the Bronx and be part of a 
great community of tremendous value 
- a community that has given us great 
support for our work here.”

“We will do everything possible to 
accommodate the neighborhood, the 
community, and make sure that all of 
the jobs generated from this location 
are kept 100% local.”

Taco Bell’s public relations spokes-
person did not return a request for com-
ment on the franchise’s  Bronx future 
expansion plans.

Tex-Mex fav, Taco Bell, 
to open N. Bronx outlet

The address of the new Taco Bell will be 3351 Conner Street. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein



B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
  M

a
r

c
h

 2
0

, 2
0

1
6

   
  6

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A boxing legend and well-known mentor 

to generations of young people in the Mor-
ris Park community and beyond passed 
away recently. 

Joseph DeGuardia Sr., a life-long Bronx 
resident and the owner of the Morris Park 
Boxing Club for four decades, died of nat-
ural causes at the age of 86 on Tuesday, 
March 8. 

Thousands people he trained in his gym 
will miss him, said his son, Joseph DeGuar-
dia Jr., owner of Morris Park-based Star 
Boxing.

Visitors from across the United States 
and from other continents came to pay 
their respects at Joseph Lucchese Funeral 
Home, he said. 

DeGuardia Jr. said that his father taught 
him the sport when he was growing up and 
managing his boxing career that helped 
him both in and outside of the ring. 

“The things I always heard from him is 
that you need to be disciplined, work hard 
to succeed and keep fi ghting when things 
are tough,” said DeGuardia Jr., adding that 
“He was very much for the underdog.” 

Rather than managing fi ghters who 
would become world champions, his dad fo-
cused his energy on young fi ghters who had 
no money and needed a little bit of help, his 
son said. 

“Many times, people felt that he was a 
father fi gure and a grandfather type of fi g-
ure,” said DeGuardia Jr., adding that fa-

Boxer and Morris Park legend dies

ther was a genuine man who was from the 
old school of boxing.  

Richard Falsigno, a friend for about 50 

years, said that he was admired in the Mor-
ris Park community and would always stop 
to talk to people when he was on the street. 

“When I think of Joey I think of a person 
who conformed to what was right and just,” 
said Falsigno. “He had an affi nity for help-
ing people who fell on hard times.” 

Falsigno, a past assistant commissioner 
in the Department of Probation, said he 
would often refer probationers to DeGuar-
dia Sr. who were ending their prison terms 
and in need of jobs or references to help 
them start again. His friend would just 
reach out and help them, he said. 

Louie Resto, a current employee of the 
Morris Park Boxing Club, said that Joseph 
DeGuardia Sr. gave him a job and often in-
vited him to dinner and to the fi ghts.

“He was a role model,” said Resto, add-
ing “I never saw him get mad at anyone.” 

DeGuardia Sr. was a professional boxer 
from 1946 to 1953, and also founded a youth 
initiative called Better America Through 
Our Youth and operated a toy and novelty 
store called Clowntown on White Plains 
Road near Morris Park Avenue. 

DeGuardia is survived by his wife Dotti,  
who said that her husband was a wonder-
ful man and father who will be missed by 
many in the Morris Park community. 

In addition to his wife, he is survived by 
seven children, 13 grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren. One son predeceased 
him in 2015. 

DeGuardia grew up in Belmont and on 
Mayfl ower Avenue in Pelham Bay, before 
moving to Morris Park in early 1960s, his 
son said. 

Joe DeGuardia, Sr. 
 Photo courtesy of Star Boxing

Joe DeGuardia, Sr. 
 Photo courtesy of Star Boxing

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
All vapor, no smoke! 
A vape shop on East 

Tremont Avenue is prov-
ing to be a great fi t for 
the East Tremont Avenue 
stretch.

Urban Vape, a vapor-
izer store located at 3615 
E. Tremont Avenue, has 
been a success since it 
moved to the location just 
over a year ago.

Urban Vape has pro-
vided its customers with 
a unique but effective 
way to get off tobacco 
while still being able to 
enjoy the act of smoking 
- by inhaling vapor in-
stead.

The shop sells differ-
ent products, from elec-
tronic pens and starter 
kits to box modifi ers with 
different wattages and 
voltages, even ones with 
LED screens, as well as 
different premium fl a-
vored e-liquids.

By selling products 

that have different lev-
els of nicotine as well as 
products that are nico-
tine free, Urban Vape 
gives their customers 
a chance to slowly cut 
down and eventually quit 
injecting nicotine during 
their daily smoke intake.

With these products, 
customers are not only 
able to ween off nicotine, 
but are also able to save 
money by purchasing de-
vices that last longer than 
cigarettes or electronic 
cigarettes over time.

“We try to teach our 
customers about this 
trade-off - and the results 
will show over time,” said 
owner Louis Viejo.

 The typical 3-mililiter 
bottle and vaping device 
will last from one to two 
weeks and cost $40 to $50 
as opposed to cigarettes  
that will cost almost dou-
ble the amount, he said.

This is the fi rst busi-
ness that Viejo, origi-

nally a Castle Hill resi-
dent, has owned.

“I knew that this was a 
convenient location that 
called for this kind of so-
lution - there was nothing 
else like it in the area,” 
Viejo said. “Vaping is the 
new smoking - it’s the fu-
ture, and what’s better 
than getting people off of 
the cigarette addiction.”

Viejo also added that 
he will soon release a 
new product brand, Ur-
ban Joules - meaning 
power and strength.

Urban Vape also pro-
vided a tip to its custom-
ers - raising the wattage 
and lowering the ohms 
on the coil can produce 
more vapor from a par-
ticular device that is be-
ing used.

The shop’s logo was 
designed by NYC Graph-
ics. The shop’s interior 
was designed by Crys-
tal ‘Sketch’ Cruz, among 
other artists.

Ween off of nicotine at Urban Vape

(l-r) Store manager Ulises ‘Teklust’ Carrillo and owner Louis Viejo. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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FREE CLASSES
English Classes, TASC (GED) Classes, Citizenship Classes,

& Computer Classes

All Ages 18 and up are Welcome

Register with us at 2125 Glebe Ave Bronx New York 10462

Registration Dates For ESL, Citizenship and Computer Classes:

March 30th 11am- 3:30pm

March 31st 11am-3:30pm

Registration Date for TASC (GED):  

March 28th 10am Sharp

For more information, please call:

Selenie Villar, Program Coordinator, 718-829-1564 EXT 2  

Danielle Rucker, Program Counselor, 718-829-1564 EXT 3

Bronx YMCA

New Americans Welcome Center,

Literacy Zone and Young Immigrants Program

www.ymcanewamericans.org 

www.facebook.com/BronxNAWC   
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18th Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s Parade 

1

(1) (l-r) Fr. Edward Norton, St. Benedict Church pastor; Senator Jeff Klein; Councilman James Vacca; grand mar-
shals Noreen and Dave Kilkenny with their daughter Mary, honored clergy Fr. Devron, 45th Precinct commanding 
officer Danielle Raia; Thomas Messina, representing Congressman Joseph Crowley; James McQuade, Schuyler 
Hill Funeral Home director and Joseph McManus, Bronx Democratic Committee vice chairman. 
 All photos by Laura Stone

(2) (l-r) Joseph McManus; Senator Jeff Klein; Thomas Messina; Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; Councilman 
James Vacca; Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj; Aleksander Nilaj, Albanian American Open Hand Association director; 
Andrea Siegel, Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association president and John Marano, Community Board 10 
first vice chairman with his son, Andrew.

2

3 4

(3) Members of the FDNY Emerald Society Pipes and Drums march down East Tremont Avenue.

(4) Members of the FDNY Emergency Medical Service Pipes and Drums.

5

6
(5) (l-r) Friends Denise Carney, Carol Washington and Lorraine Pagan enjoy the festivities.

(6) Molly and Ruby Simpson dressed up as fairies from the Emerald Isle.

Held four days before the Feast of St. Patrick, the 18th annual Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s Day Parade had Bronxites 
cheering ‘Erin go braugh’ this past Sunday, March 13. The annual Bronx parade began at noon with many march-
ing groups and bands stepping off at Lafayette Avenue and traveling down East Tremont Avenue before stopping 
briefly at the Harding Avenue reviewing stand as thousands of ecstatic spectators lined the route cheering 
them onward.  Prior to the parade, local elected officials attended a Mass and afterwards served breakfast at a 
customary event held inside Fr. Albert Hall of St. Benedict Church.  This year’s 2016 grand marshals, David and 
Noreen Kilkenny, community activists and Gaelic football enthusiasts and honored clergy Fr. Christopher Devron, 
Fordham Prep president, were introduced.

(7) ‘Wee little leprechaun’ Finn Featherstone enjoyed watching the parade procession.

8

(8) Silver Beach natives Gigi and Tammy Ardison were dressed for the occasion.

(9) Firefighter Kevin Donovan proposed to his fiancée, Amanda Parisi at Sunday’s parade.

10

(10) Legions of spectators stood by the Wicked Wolf to view the annual neighborhood parade

7

9

11 12

13 14

(11) Robert Feliciano wore his St. Patrick’s Day best to the parade.

(12) Throggs Neck’s Cody O’Brien colorfully displays his Irish pride.

(13) Mia and Colin Medrano from Throggs Neck celebrated the parade in flashy Hibernian style.

(14) Throggs Neck residents Dina Meindo (r), her son, Garrett and Nina Power were delighted to attend this 
year’s parade.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The formation of a business im-

provement district in Throggs Neck has 
reached a crucial phase. 

The leaders of the Throggs Neck BID 
effort, including local business lead-
ers and consultant Joe Regina, said that 
three years of planning and paperwork 
has reached the outreach phase to land-
lords who play a pivotal role in deciding 
on its future.  

About 137 letters were recently sent 
to property owners in the BID’s planned 
area, East Tremont Avenue between 
Miles Avenue and Bruckner Boulevard, 
said Regina. 

Regina said that the effort has been 
helped along with funding secured in the 
city budget by Councilman James Vacca, 
a strong advocate of the Westchester 
Square Business Improvement District’s 
formation. 

In order for a BID to be formed, land-
lords agree to pay an assessment fee to 
fund the budget for services to be pro-
vided, said Regina. 

The money that’s collected goes di-
rectly back to the BID to pay for an em-
ployee to manage the district and for an 
array of services, he said.  

In Throggs Neck business owners al-
ready have a lot going for them in that 
they have a strong all-volunteer organi-

BID effort at crucial outreach phase

zation, the Throggs Neck Merchants As-
sociation, said Regina. 

“The TNMA is one of the best in the 
Bronx,” said Regina.  

He feels that this illustrates why a BID 
is necessary, he said. 

So far, the outreach has met with some 
apathy, said Steve Kaufman, TNMA pres-
ident and a leader of the effort’s steering 
committee. 

“Unfortunately, the  apathy makes the 

outreach somewhat difficult,” said Kauf-
man. “Also, a lot of the landlord contact 
information is not accurate.”

Individual merchant members are 
reaching out to landlords, said Kaufman. 

Kaufman is a strong supporter of the 
effort, and said when speaking of it: “we 
will never surrender, we want what’s best 
for the neighborhood.” 

“Wherever there is a BID, the prop-
erty values have gone up,” said Kaufman, 

who added that it would provide the mer-
chants a full-time employee to assist them 
with ancillary but important functions. 

Councilman Vacca said that he be-
lieves the BID effort is making progress, 
but that forming one takes a long time. 

“I put money in the budget for a point 
person so that merchants can understand 
the process (and) we can develop the 
BID,” said Vacca, stressing that Regina 
has a lot of experience in merchant out-
reach going back decades. 

TNMA vice-president Ed Angelino 
said he believes that the formation of a 
BID would provide merchants with a bet-
ter link to city agencies and services. 

Regina also said that the board of any 
BID must include representatives from 
the Department of Small Business Ser-
vices, the local councilman, borough 
president and mayor’s office. 

Needs Assessment Surveys for the pro-
posed Throggs Neck BID have been collected 
from merchants, property owners, residents 
and consumers, the consultant said. 

In Throggs Neck’s case, merchants 
could especially use a BID director who 
would assist with their annual holiday 
lights and toy drive and improve sanita-
tion and marketing, he said. 

The guidelines for forming a BID are 
outlined by NYC Small Business Services, 
said Regina, and involves many steps. 

“We will never surrender. We want what’s best for 
the neighborhood.” -Steve Kaufman, Throggs Neck 
Merchants Association president.

“I believe in the BID model” --Councilman James 
Vacca 
 Silvio J. Pacifi co

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
A new school is coming to the Sound-

view neighborhood just in time for fall of 
2017. 

Permits were fi led at the end of last Oc-
tober by the NYC Construction Authority 
to build a new fi ve-story public school - P.S. 
317 - which will open its doors to students 
this coming September. 

The facility will stand on White Plains 
Road a short distance from Bruckner Bou-
levard, at 1028 White Plains Road, across 
the street from an I-Hop and next to a 
Sleepy’s. 

Each fl oor will have classrooms and of-
fi ces, the basement will hold locker rooms, 
the fi rst fl oor will include a cafeteria and 
kitchen, the second fl oor will contain the 
auditorium and gym, and the fourth fl oor 
will be home to a roof-top garden. 

According to the Department of Edu-
cation, there has been a need identifi ed 
within District 8 for new seats. 

It will serve as an elementary or middle 
school according to a DOE spokesperson.

While the alleviation of overcrowding 
would be benefi cial, one common concern 
among parents is the busy location of the 
new school, which sits at the intersection 
of two high-traffi cked  roads. 

“I don’t think it’s a good idea,” said 
Karla Santos, a mother of two who lives in 

Soundview neighborhood school to open in 2017 
the area. At noon on a Monday, cars speed 
past her on the Bruckner, as she stood out-
side the construction the site.

“If you think it’s busy now, just wait un-
til 3!” Santos continued, “There’s too much 
traffi c, I’m defi nitely against it.” 

Nathan Williams, who has a young son, 
says he is in support of the project as long 
as the city ensures safety for the kids. 

“As long as there are plenty of crossing 
guards, and it’s environmentally friendly, I 
see it as a good thing,” said Williams.

The DOE says they are currently work-
ing closely with the Community Education 
Council, community members, and district 
staff to decide the school’s zoning. 

Toya Holness of the DOE stated that, 
“The safety of students is our top priority,” 
addressing the parent’s traffi c safety con-
cerns.

The department has conducted a traf-
fi c impact analysis on the location and is 
working closely with the NYC Department 
of Transportation to alleviate any issues 
that could arise from the site. 

The architect on the project is PS&S, a 
New Jersey-based company that has expe-
rience working on educational buildings 
including SUNY Albany and Penn State 
University. 

The city purchased the vacant lot from 
Seven Square Development LLC in 2014. P.S. 317 will open its doors in September of next year. Madeline Anthony / Community News Group
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BY MADELINE ANTHONY
The Bronx General Post Offi ce, at the 

corner of Grand Concourse and East 149th 
Street, is set to undergo drastic changes, 
and has recently begun to implement the 
renovations.

Developers Youngwoo & Associates 
have plans to  add retail space and restau-
rants to the lower fl oors, a restaurant and 
terrace on the roof, and three fl oors of offi ce 
space in between. 

A supermarket is currently negotiating 
a lease for ground fl oor space. 

The developer plans  to create a commu-
nity centerpiece which would revitalize the 
mostly empty building, which is currently 
a  the United States Post Offi ce station serv-
ing 10451.

Construction workers broke ground in 
January, but Hollister Construction Ser-
vices, the construction manager handling 
the renovations, has just gotten started. 

The core and shell of the Roosevelt-era 
building is currently being renovated and 
prepped for new offi ce space, retailers, and 
restaurants. 

“This will bring a lot of light to Grand 
Concourse, it’s a destination that doesn’t 

Bronx GPO conversion to 
retail space in motion

exist today,” said Brendan Murray, vice 
president of construction at Hollister.

Murray says that his team, made up of 
many Bronxites, is focusing on renovating 
the lobby and bringing it up to today’s stan-

dards, and replacing light fi xtures through-
out the building.

“We are modernizing the system, and 
bringing upgraded electrical service to the 
site,” said Murray.

This phase of the renovation is set to be 
completed by November 2016, although the 
new space will not open to the public until 
spring of 2017.

The post offi ce will stay put, and will 
continue its activities throughout the en-
tire renovation.

A separate contractor has been hired to 
renovate a small portion of the building’s 
lobby for a new post offi ce. Once this space 
is ready, the mail facility will release its 
current space to Hollister so it can fi nish 
the fi rst fl oor remodeling.

Since the building is  landmarked, the 
marble fl oors throughout the building will 
not be disturbed, only restored. 

Earlier this year the Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission approved the devel-
oper’s plans to add a rooftop restaurant. 

The rooftop addition will feature poly-
carbonate walls. the material used to make 
I-pods.

 The historic 1930s murals that cur-

rently adorn the lobby walls  will also be 
preserved. 

The names of all restaurants, offi ces, 
and retail stores coming into the location 
will be released once all the fi nal leases are 
signed. 

Youngwoo & Associates purchased the 
building for $19 million in 2014.

This will bring a lot of 
light to Grand Concourse, 

it’s a destination that 
doesn’t exist today. We are 

modernizing the system 
and bringing upgraded 
electrical service to the 

site.
Brendan Murray

Brendan Murray, vice president of construction 
at Hollister.

A forest of activities celebrates trees at Wave Hill
An iconic feature of the landscape, 

trees are something to be celebrated at 
Wave Hill, 249 Street and Independence 
Avenue. 

 In honor of Arbor Weekend, meet local 
artisan Lotta Helleberg of Inleaf studio. 
She offers sustainable, all natural house-
hold products and trinkets in The Shop at 
Wave Hill, Saturday and Sunday.

Upcoming April events include:
Garden Walk: Notable Trees of Wave 

Hill, Friday, April 29, 1 p.m.: Wave Hill’s 
landscape includes magnifi cent old trees, 
rare species and native beauties. Wander 
through the gardens on this special walk 
with Director of Horticulture Louis Bauer 
to see some of his favorites in the living 
collection.

Bike Tour: Great Trees of Inwood and 
Riverdale, Saturday, April 30, 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m.: Join in on a leisurely cycling tour to 
view some of the great trees of Inwood and 
Riverdale with professional photographer 
Benjamin Swett, author of New York City 
of Trees, and Horticultural Interpreter 
Charles Day. In collaboration with Boogie 
Down Rides, a Bronx-based bicycling and 
art project, this nature-based tour begins 
off-site and ends at Wave Hill. You must 
bring your own bike. Registration is re-
quired.

Garden Walk: Trees in the Designed 
Landscape, Saturday, April 30, 1 p.m.: 

Trees play an integral role in landscape 
design, from defi ning garden spaces to 
softening architecture and acting as focal 
points. Take a spring stroll with Assistant 
Director of Public Programs Laurel Rim-
mer to see how trees enhance the design 
of the gardens at Wave Hill.

Cooking Demo: Chock Full O’ (Pine)
Nuts, Saturday, April 30, 2 p.m.: Celebrate 
Arbor Day and sample some tree-derived 
delicacies! 

From pesto to pastries, pine nuts add 
delectable fl avor and a nutritional boost to 
a variety of dishes. 

Horticultural Interpreter Charles Day 
explains how these noble and ancient 
“nuts” (seeds, actually) get from their lofty 
perch atop towering pine trees to your lo-
cal grocery store. A chef from Wave Hill 
exclusive caterer Great Performances in-
spires with some freshly prepared reci-
pes.

In The Shop at Wave Hill: Lotta Helle-
berg, Saturday and Sunday, April 30 and 
May 1, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

In-store artisan Lotta Helleberg of In-
leaf studio offers books, household goods, 
stationary and wearables. Her sustainable 
products are made using local plant dyes 
and natural leaf printing and eco printing 
techniques.

Complete directions and shuttle van 
schedule at wavehill.org. Notable Trees of Wave Hill Walk.
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The new district 
manager of Commu-
nity Board 7 is look-
ing forward to make a 
positive difference in 
residents’ lives.  

Andrew Sandler 
was unanimously 
elected as Commu-
nity Board 7’s district 
manager during the 
board’s Tuesday, Janu-
ary 19 general meeting 
and officially began 
his duties on Monday, 
February 8.

He succeeds Dustin 
Engelken who an-
nounced his resigna-
tion last September af-
ter serving a year and 
a half as district man-
ager.

Engelken, who 
was appointed in May 
2014, left CB 7 in mid-
October to accompany 
his family to Europe 
after his wife took a 
position with a Frankfurt, Germany-
based multi-national company.

A Manhattan College Class of 2008 
alum, Sandler earned his Bachelor’s 
of Arts degree in political science 
which set him on the path toward a 
career in government.

Following graduation, Sandler in-
terned with Congressman Eliot Engel 
for a year.

“It was a very satisfying and in-
formative learning experience which 
gave me the tools to become success-
ful in this field,” said Sandler, adding.  

From 2008 to 2009, Sandler volun-
teered to work on former Councilman 
Oliver Koppell’s re-election campaign 
which eventually led to him being ap-
pointed as Koppell’s director of com-
munity affairs.

While working for councilman, 
Sandler dealt with city agencies on 
behalf of Koppell’s 11th Council Dis-
trict’s residents which includes CB 7.

For the past two years, Sandler 
worked with Koppell’s successor, 
Councilman Andrew Cohen as his di-
rector of community affairs and con-
stituent services. 

With six years governmental ex-
perience, Sandler oversaw many capi-
tal investment projects at Mosholu 
Parkway including Koppell’s $100,000 
funding of the energy efficient metal 
halide light system for the Bronx Vic-
tory World War I Memorial imple-

mented under Cohen, Harris Field’s 
surface remediation, Williamsbridge 
Oval Park’s renovation and Whalen 
Park’s reconstruction.

Sandler is eager to push the board’s 
interest in obtaining public access to 
Jerome Park Reservoir’s jogging trail 
as well as the Kingsbridge Armory 
becoming the Kingsbridge National 
Ice Center.  

In addition, Sandler mentioned CB 
7 concerns regarding Mosholu Park-
way’s significant flooding and eroded 
roads and infrastructure which they 
hope to secure capital funding for to 
address the situation.

“The support from Community 
Board 7 has been overwhelming fol-
lowing my appointment as district 
manager and that makes it important 
that I live up to their hopes and expec-
tations,” said Sandler.

The board has also expressed an 
interest in establishing job fairs, gen-
eral outreach sessions to entice the 
varying opinions of residents affected 
by city policies in addition to planning 
and development sessions, he said.

“Andrew is working very hard 
and he’s only been with the board for 
a little over a month,” said Adaline 
Walker-Santiago, CB7 chairwoman. 
“I’m very excited to have him work-
ing with us and we’re looking forward 
to continue working together to help 
our community’s residents.”

PROFILE
Bronx Neighbors

Superintendent of Schools for the 

Archdiocese of New York, Dr. Timothy J. 
McNiff, announced that John T. Riley has 
been promoted to Regional Superintendent 
for the Northwest/South Bronx region ef-
fective August 1. Riley currently serves as 
the principal at Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
School.

 A devoted and skilled educational 
leader, Riley holds New York State certi-
fi cations in School Administration and is 
a College Board certifi ed AP Spanish lan-
guage teacher. He earned a Master’s of Sci-
ence and Bachelor of Arts from Fordham 
University, where as an undergraduate 
he was a member of Phi Beta Kappa, the 
Jesuit Community Service Outreach Pro-
grams and Academic Hispana. Mr. Riley 
was instrumental in the implementation of 
the highly successful Universal Pre-K pro-

gram at OLMC and has served as the Re-
gional Chair of Principals for West Bronx 
schools. 

A search is underway to replace Mr. Ri-
ley at Our Lady of Mount Carmel.

* * *

St. Patrick’s Nursing Home, Pastoral 
Care Department, 66 Van Cortlandt Park 
South, will hold the following Holy Week 
services:

Palm Sunday, Mass at 10 a.m., and Palms 
will be distributed after Mass.

Holy Thursday, no 10 a.m. Mass.  Mass 
will be offered at 4 p.m.

Good Friday, no 10 a.m. Mass. Services 
will be at 3 p.m.

Holy Saturday Mass at 4 p.m.
Easter Sunday, Mass at 10 a.m. 
For more information call  (718) 519-

2800.

On Tuesday March 29 Councilman James 
Vacca will be sponsoring a MetroCard Bus at 
various locations in the area.  

If you do not frequent subway stations or 
other authorized MetroCard sellers, you can 
take care of all your MetroCard needs at the 
bus, whether it’s applying for or refi lling a 
reduced-fare MetroCard, buying or refi lling 
a regular MetroCard, or asking a MetroCard-

related question.  
The schedule is as follows: 9 to 10:30 a.m., 

in front of the Morris Park Library, 985 Mor-
ris Park Avenue; 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., in front 
of Key Food at 751 Lydig Avenue; and 1:30 to 
3 p.m., in front TD Bank at 3755 E Tremont 
Avenue. 

For more information, call Vacca’s offi ce 
at (718) 931-1721

MetroCard schedules stops

Archdiocese promotes Riley 
to Regional Superintendent

(Left) Frankie, a 9 month of cat, gets along with cats and dogs. (striped cat).
(Right) Persueus, 3 years old, born with a deformed foot but gets around fi ne.  Good with kids, 

dogs, cats. (white with gray).
If you are intersted in adopting any of these pets, email newbeginninganimalrescue@gmail.

com or call 347-691-3282. New Beginning Animal Rescue is located at 2515 Newbold Avenue.

UP FOR ADOPTION
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Serving the blind and visually impaired since 1926, the Visions Bronx Advisory Board held its 23rd annual dinner and awards ceremony last Thursday, March 10 at Tosca Marquee.  Last week’s 
prestigious awards ceremony honored community leaders and innovators for their various contributions to our borough.  This year’s distinguished honorees included Marlene Cintron, Bronx 
Overall Economic Development Corporation president; Jennifer and Les Goodstein, Community News Group owners; Chuck Cohen, C TECH Low Vision Solutions president; Toba LaCrown, Bronx 
Rotary Club president; Rosemary DeLuca, Wildlife Conservation Society assistant director and Laurie Munro, NYS Commission for the Blind, coordinator of children’s services.
      (Above) (l-r) Honorees Rosemary DeLuca; Marlene Cintron; Toba LaCrown; Laurie Munro; Jennifer Goodstein; Mary Miller, Visions executive director and CEO and honoree Chuck Cohen. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

visions
services for the blind and visually impaired

23rd Annual Dinner and Awards Ceremony

(back, l-r) Leonard Vigliotti, Bronx Times account executive; Ralph D’Onofrio, CNG advertist-
ing vice president; Laura Guerriero, Bronx Times publisher; honorees Les and Jennifer Good-
stein, CNG owners; John Collazzi, Bronx Times editor; (front, l-r) Donna Wilson, Bronx Times 
administrative assistant and reporters Steven Goodstein, Madeline Anthony, Robert Wirsing 
and Patrick Rocchio, Bronx Times assignment editor.

LaCrown (l) and Miguel Santiago, Bronx Rotary 
Club board of directors president, present Miller 
a check to help Visions continue its work.

Brandy Pinder, a Visions benefi ciary and 
success story, gave an inspiration address 
before the audience.

Gianna Dell’Olio (l), BronxWorks director of advancement 
and communications, with John Bonizio, Westchester 
Square Business Improvement District chairman and hon-
oree Rosemary DeLuca during the ceremony.

Lisa Sorin (l), Westchester Square Business Improvement District with executive 
director, Gary Axelbank, BronxTalk host and Wilma Alonso, Fordham Road Busi-
ness Improvement District executive director last Thursday.
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barricades by the po-
lice who were also in on 
the surprise. 

“I was taking pic-
tures and then the pa-
rade just stopped, and 
he walked up to me,” 
recalled Amanda.

As bagpipes and 
drums played in the 
background, Donovan 
got down on one knee 
and proposed to his 
girlfriend, as she stood 
on the giant shamrock 
painted on the street in 
front of Wicked Wolf on 
East Tremont Avenue.

At the moment Kevin 
knelt down, the crowd 
got so loud Amanda 
couldn’t even make out 
what he was saying.  

“I wasn’t expect-
ing it at all, I’m still in 
shock,” said an elated 
Amanda, “I honestly 
can’t believe it hap-
pened, I feel like it’s a 
dream.”

Even though the cou-
ple has been together 
for years, Amanda 
never expected her boy-
friend, who tends to be 
shy, to propose in front 
of so many people. 

“It really brought 
tears to my eyes,” said 
Lisa Skiko, a Throggs 
Neck resident who 
watched the whole pro-
posal, “The crowd was 
incredibly loud, it was 
very sweeet.”

For Amanda, the 
big moment was every-
thing she had always 
wanted it to be. “It was 
perfect seeing my fam-
ily and friends, and be-
ing in the center of the 
Shamrock,” she said, 
“It was amazing.”

Will the two be mar-
ried by the next year’s 
parade? We’ll have to 
wait and see, as they 
did not divulge their 
wdding plans yet. Good 
luck! 

Shamrock proposal shocks parade goer

Kevin Donovan suprises his girlfriend Amanda Parisi with a mid-parade wedding pro-
posal. Courtesy of Amanda Parisi

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!
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VISIONS hosts 23rd annual Awards Dinner

(Right) Honoree Jennifer Goodstein (l) 
with Donna Karlson.   
        Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An organization that pro-

vides support for the blind and 
visually impaired community 
recently held an event to recog-
nize its partners while celebrat-
ing its 90-year anniversary.

On Thursday, March 10, the 
VISIONS (Services for the Blind 
and Visually Impaired) Bronx 
Advisory Board hosted their 
23rd annual Dinner and Awards 
Ceremony at Tosca Marquee.

The event honored those who 
have provided for their commu-
nity, just as VISIONS has done 
for the blind and visually im-
paired population for so long.

The event’s honorees in-
cluded: Marlene Cintron, presi-
dent of the Bronx Overall Eco-
nomic Development Corporation; 
Chuck Cohen, CEO of CTech 
Low Vision Solutions; Rosemary 
De Luca, director of the Wildlife 
Conservation Society; Jennifer 
Goodstein, CEO and publisher 
of NYC Community Media, LLC 
and Community News Group; 
TOBA LaCrown, president of the 
Bronx Rotary Club; and Laurie 
Munro from the New York State 
Commission for the Blind.

“Just as we (CNG) strive to 

help with our community news-
papers, VISIONS has strived to 
help the blind and visually im-
paired community by providing 
them with the resources they 
need to live a happy and produc-
tive life,” said Goodstein, whose 
grandmother was blind for the 
last ten years of her life.

“My grandmother, fortu-
nately, was able to receive sup-
port from members of my family, 
a close-knit neighborhood and 
the local church, but not every-
body is lucky enough to have 
groups like those to support 
them. That’s why VISIONS is so 
important.”

“It was an individual honor, 
but it should really honor our 
community newspapers - who 
will continue to spread the word 
and support this organization,” 
Jennifer added.

“What a great feeling, what 
a special feeling, to be honored 
by such an impactful organi-
zation,” said Cintron. “Seeing 
providers, non-profi t organiza-
tions and businesses in the same 
place for the same important 
cause, really says a lot about the 
Bronx - and being honored in a 
room full of friends was the per-

fect combination.”
“Individuals who aren’t blind 

or visually impaired usually 
take their eyesight for granted 
- so they forget how big of a role 
eyesight plays in their life,” said 
De Luca. “It really warmed my 
heart to be recognized for an 
award by an organization that 
does great work to assist the com-
munity. It was truly an honor 
and I hope that more businesses 
in the Bronx work with them so 
they can receive the recognition 
they rightfully deserve.”

VISIONS, which was incor-
porated in 1926, is a non-profi t 
rehabilitation and social service 
organization whose purpose is 
to assist people who are blind 
or visually impaired to lead in-
dependent and active lives while 
educating the public to under-
stand the capabilities and needs 
of these individuals. 

Each year, VISIONS provides 
programs and services to over 
6,000 individuals in New York 
City.
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