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Rafael Salamanca takes oath of offi ce
Continued on Page 71
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47-year-old is seriously injured

SEDAN STRIKES
PEDESTRIAN

Celtic-clad Stephanie Carpenter and Billy D’Avella marched in the 
18th Annual Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Sunday, 
March 13 with the DA Beach Club. The celebration of Irish heritage 
and of the community brought out thousands to the parade on 
East Tremont Avenue between Lafayette and Harding avenues. 
For more photos, see page 36 and 37.e. Photo by Laura Stone

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A recent hit-and-run in Al-

lerton nearly claimed the life 
of a middle aged  woman.

The incident occurred just 
after 8 p.m. on Monday, March 
7 at Williamsbridge Road be-
tween Waring and Mace av-
enues, when 47-year old Mad-
eline Bengoches was struck 
by a vehicle traveling north-
bound.

Bengoches, a local resi-
dent who was crossing east to 

west on Williamsbridge Road, 
found herself stuck on the yel-
low double line, waiting for 
traffi c to abate.  

While waiting, Bengoches 
was hit by a white, four-door 
sedan traveling northbound 
on Williamsbridge Road.

Bengoches, who was hit by 
the front of a car and rolled 
onto the windshield and then 
over its roof, sustained severe 
trauma to the body, including 
a broken bone in her leg and 

fractures to her pelvic area.
After being on the ground 

for nearly half an hour, emer-
gency medical services re-
sponded and took her to Jacobi 
Medical Center with severe in-
juries.

“She was on the pavement 
for a while,” said an employee 
from Mini Mart and Deli, lo-
cated on the same block that 
Bengoches crossed from, who 
also added that one of his cus-

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Rafael Salamanca, who re-

cently won the special election 
for Council District 17, was 
sworn into offi ce last Wednes-
day, March 9, at a City Council 
meeting in Manhattan. 

Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito escorted Sala-
manca into a City Hall room 
full of cheers, where he then 
repeated the solemn oath of of-
fi ce performed by clerk of the 
council Michael McSweeney.

The councilmember swore 
to uphold the constitution of 
the state of New York to the 
best of his ability before the 
crowd erupted in applause. 

Salamanca’s wife, step-son 
and baby girl were present at 
the ceremony, as was Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr., who 
expressed his congratula-
tions. 

“It’s a humbling experi-
ence,” said Salamanca of his 
new position, “It’s frightening 

at the same time, there’s a lot 
of work to get done.” 

In terms of his fi rst moves 
in offi ce, Salamanca has many 
ideas.

“We need to hit the ground 
running,” he said.

Rafael is currently work-
ing with different organiza-
tions on their budget requests 
to ensure the district is getting 
a fair share of city funding.

“I want to make sure my 

HROGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS SSSSS SSSSSSSSSSSSS S SS NEENEEEEENEEEENENENENENENEENEENNEENENENENENENENEEEENNNENENEEENENENNNENNNENEENNNNNNNNENNNNNNNNNNNEN CKCKCCCKCCKCKCKCKCCKCCKCKCCKCCKCKCCKCCKCCKCKCKCKCKCKCKCKCCKCKCKKKKKKKKKCKCKCKCKKKCKCKKKKKKKKKKKCCKCCKKKCKKCKCKCKKKKKKCKCKKKKCCCKCK, ,,,,, , PEPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP LH



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 18-24, 20162    BTR

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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BRONX
2425 Eastchester Road

Bronx, NY  10469
Phone: 718-405-7500

MANHATTAN
1123 Park Avenue at 90th Street

New York, NY  10028
Phone: 718-405-7500

LOCATIONS

At Bronx Plastic Surgery, Dr. Robert Goldstein and Dr. Heather Erhard
are committed to enhancing and restoring your natural beauty with the latest
surgical advancements and plastic surgery techniques. At Bronx Plastic Surgery,
we also provide the latest options and techniques in reconstructive surgery.

Schedule your appointment today ... and experience the youthful,
life changing effects of cosmetic surgery!

A POSITIVE EXPERIENCE
We have built a foundation of trust with our patients by treating
them as special individuals. Our practice puts patients first,
providing a positive experience through personalized care to make 
each consultation and procedure as pleasant and comfortable as
possible. Read more about our patients positive experiences.

HIGH STANDARDS
Through comprehensive treatment planning and a standard of
excellence in personalized patient care, Bronx Plastic Surgery
provides patients with the quality plastic surgery and cosmetic 
procedures they deserve.

EDUCATION & EXPERIENCE
Dr. Goldstein and Dr. Erhard strive to stay current on the latest 
standards and surgical techniques as they believe that the best 
plastic surgery procedure outcomes are a result of education and 
experience. We know that you have placed a great deal of confidence 
in us to provide a positive surgical experience and the outcome you 
desire, which is why we review your medical history, current health, 
and expectation and motivation for electing any cosmetic procedure 
before we will agree to perform a procedure.

We are Board Certified Plastic Surgeons this is our area of specialty.  
We our devoted to the education and practice of Plastic Surgery and Reconstructive Surgery.

drgoldstein@bronxplasticsurgery.com | drerhard@bronxplasticsurgery.com | Financing Available 
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BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Life long Throggs Neck resident 

Amanda Parisi attended the St. Pat-
ricks Day Parade with her family and 
friends this past Sunday, just like she 
does every year, but this one she’ll 
never forget.

Little did she know, this time it 
would change her life.

Amanda was in the crowd with her 
own family as well as her long term 
boyfriend, Kevin Donovan’s family, 
enjoying the parade and waiting for 
Kevin to march by with the FDNY - he 
serves with Squad 61 in Westchester 
Square. 

As Kevin walked by, Amanda was 
shocked to be pulled from the sidelines 
by her beau, while being gently pushed 
by her family who knew what was 
about to happen next, and let through 
the barricades by the police who were 
also in on the surprise. 

“I was taking pictures and then the 
parade just stopped, and he walked up 
to me,” recalled Amanda.

As bagpipes and drums played in 
the background, Donovan got down 
on one knee and proposed to his girl-
friend, as she stood on the giant sham-

Shamrock proposal 
shocks parade goer

rock painted on the street in front of 
Wicked Wolf on East Tremont Avenue.

At the moment Kevin knelt down, 
the crowd got so loud Amanda 
couldn’t even make out what he was 
saying.  

“I wasn’t expecting it at all, I’m still 
in shock,” said an elated Amanda, “I 
honestly can’t believe it happened, I 
feel like it’s a dream.”

Even though the couple has been 
together for years, Amanda never ex-
pected her boyfriend, who tends to be 
shy, to propose in front of so many peo-
ple. 

“It really brought tears to my eyes,” 
said Lisa Skiko, a Throggs Neck resi-
dent who watched the whole proposal, 
“The crowd was incredibly loud, it was 
very sweeet.”

For Amanda, the big moment was 
everything she had always wanted it 
to be. “It was perfect seeing my family 
and friends, and being in the center of 
the Shamrock,” she said, “It was amaz-
ing.”

Will the two be married by the next 
year’s parade? We’ll have to wait and 
see, as they did not divulge their wd-
ding plans yet. Good luck! 

Kevin Donovan suprises his girlfriend Amanda Parisi with a mid-parade wedding proposal. 
 Courtesy of Amanda Parisi
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 18th Annual Throggs Neck St. 

Patrick’s Day Parade brought a wave 
of marchers and spectators in green 
regalia to East Tremont Avenue. 

The parade, on Sunday, March 
13, welcomed thousands of marchers 
from community, civic, school, busi-
ness, fraternal, labor and non-profi t 
groups. 

In addition, spectators decked out 
in in shamrock green lined the parade 
route from Lafayette to Harding av-
enues.  

The grand marshals, community 
activists and youth Irish Football en-
thusiasts David and Noreen Kilkenny, 
expressed their appreciation to the pa-
rade committee and community for 
the honor. 

“I feel so honored and humbled that 
David and I were chosen for this,” said 
Noreen Kilkenny, adding “My hus-
band does a lot to promote the Irish 
culture through sports.” 

David Kilkenny has been a youth 
coach for years at the St. Raymond’s 
Gaelic Football Club and is active in 
politics with the Chippewa Demo-
cratic Club. 

“It is just such a wonderful honor,” 
said David Kilkenny. “You think back 
on growing up, the times in Ireland 
and here in New York, and there are a 
lot of good memories that come back.”

“The people who are no longer with 
us are here in spirit, and the people 
who are here we are happy to see,” he 
added, just before climbing into the 
horse-drawn coach that would carry 
him, his wife and daughter, and hon-
ored clergy Fr. Christopher Devron 
along the parade route. 

The honored clergy, the president 
of Fordham Prep, celebrated a pre-pa-
rade Mass at St. Benedict Church. 

Devron said that he was proud to 
be a part of the event that brought the 
Throggs Neck community together. 

The Mass was followed by a break-
fast sponsored by Schuyler Hill Fu-
neral Home and its proprietor James 
McQuade.  

Celebrated during the display 
of community pride were 21 honor-
ary grand marshals who were post-
humously honored, with family and 
friends marching with banners in 
their memory. 

The community groups and schools 
taking part in the parade, essentially 
representing all of the organizations 
that make up the fabric of civic life in 
Throggs Neck and surrounding com-
munities, brought out a diverse cross 
section from the Irish-American com-
munity and beyond. 

“It is very diverse; everybody is 
here having a good time and welcom-
ing the Irish,” said parade partici-
pant Michael Wilbekin, who was par-
ticipating with St. Frances de Chantal 
Church. “There is a little bit of Irish in 
everybody.”

The parade, which has been held 
continuously since 1999, is a major 
community event. 

“Every year it has gotten to be sim-
pler and simpler,” said Lynn Gerbino, 
of the parade committee. “With the 
committee that we have, everybody 
just knows and does their own job, and 
it all comes together at the end.” 

Honorary grand marshals for the 
18th annual march were Margaret 
Babcock, Carol Boyle, Monica Burns, 
John Byrne, Charlie Capezuti, Robert 
Connolly, Dan Cotter, Ann Devany, 
Elizabeth Kelleher, Thomas Laugh-
lin, Michael Martz, John Mullins, Jo-
seph Murphy, Teresa O’Hara, Daniel 
O’Shea, Peragine, Benny Randazzo, 
Anthony Riccardella, Mildred Scott, 
Ethel Tarpey and Alice Tell.

The line of march included all lo-
cal elected offi cials or their represen-
tatives, as well as about 20 bands, ac-
cording to the parade committee. 

Annual Throggs Neck 
St. Patrick’s Parade held

The friends and family of honorary grand marshal Elizabeth Kelleher march in the parade. 
The 18th annual parade honored 21 community members posthumously as honorary grand 
marshals. Photo courtesy of the family of Elizabeth Kelleher
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before

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Late NYPD police offi cer Kevin 

Gillespie was honored this past Fri-
day March 11, with the renaming of a 
Fordham street. 

Gillespie was killed in the line of 
duty in 1996 while attempting to ap-
prehend three suspected carjackers, 
all felons out on parole. 

While wearing plain clothes, 
Gillespie pulled over a BMW that had 
been car-jacked earlier in the day.

The men inside opened fi re, and 
one bullet hit Gillespie in the shoul-
der, killing him one hour later. 

The green refl ective street sign 
reading ‘Police Offi cer Kevin Joseph 
Gillespie Way’ was unveiled at the 
corner of Grand Concourse and East 
184th Street to a crowd comprised 
of the offi cer’s family and friends, 
along with active NYPD, Councilman 
Ritchie Torres and Patrolmen’s Be-
nevolent Association president Pat-
rick Lynch. 

Gillespie was attacked a few days 
before his 34th birthday.    

Before the offi cial unveiling, sev-
eral hundred people led up by Gil-
lepsie’s family, bagpipers, and fl ags, 
marched to the site. 

Torres spoke highly of the fallen 
offi cer, who had been a Marine prior 
to joining the NYPD, stating that he 

had served with selfl essness and dis-
tinction.

“His legacy will always be remem-
bered,” said Torres, “His name will 
now be a permanent fi xture in our 

district and ensures that his service 
will be memorialized.”

Patricia, the offi cers widow, be-
came teary eyed speaking of her de-
ceased husband, calling him a caring 

man and a wonderful father. 
Gillespie’s sons Robert and Daniel 

were equally emotional. 
The offi cer’s mother, Theresa, said 

he was loyal above all else.

Street renaming honors fallen offi cer 

Offi cer Kevin Gillespie’s sons Robert Gillespie and Daniel Gillespie hold the new street sign. Wife Patricia Gillespie holds fl owers during the 
street naming for her late husband. Courtesy of Councilman Ritchie Torres
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Together, We Can

ArchCare Advantage HMO SNP is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in ArchCare Advantage depends on 
contract renewal. This plan is available to anyone with Medicare who meets the Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) level of care.  This information 
is available for free in other languages. Please call our customer service number at 800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, Sunday-Saturday, 
8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  Esta información está disponible gratis en otros idiomas. Por favor llame a nuestro número de servicio al cliente al 
800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, de domingo a sábado, de 8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premi-
um. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, copayments, and restric-
tions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year.  Star ratings are based on 
five stars. Star ratings are assessed each year and may change from one year to the next.
* Maximum of $50 per month. Unused amounts do not carry over.

Together, we can keep
you healthy and enjoying life

With ArchCare Advantage HMO Special Needs Plan you get 

all the benefits of Medicare plus valuable extra features at No Additional Cost 

beyond your usual Medicare premiums.

$600 a year to spend on OTC health items* 

Doctor visits with little or no co-pay

Full prescription drug coverage 

Preventive care to keep you out of the hospital 

Your own personal care manager

Health Plans and Nursing Home Alternatives | Home Care | Skilled Nursing Care
Rehabilitation | Assisted Living | Specialized Care | Palliative Care | Hospice

We’re here to help.
800-373-3177 
TTY/TDD: 800-662-1220  
8 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
seven days a week
www.archcareadvantage.org 

H1777_Print_2016_Accepted

�����������������
ArchCare Advantage has received an

overall rating of 4 STARS (Above Average)

from Medicare.



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 18-24, 20168    BTR

Your Neighborhood — Your News

Mail: Bronx Times
3604 E. Tremont Ave., 

Bronx, NY 10465
To Subscribe:

(718) 260-4595
General Phone:
(718) 597-1116
General Fax:

(718) 518-0038
News Phone: 

(718) 260-4597
News E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Sports Phone: 
(718) 260-4597
Sports E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Display Phone: 
(718) 260-4593

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

Display/Classified E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Bronx Times Reporter (USPS #730390) 
is published weekly by Bronx Times 
Reporter, Inc., a subsidiary of  News 
Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. 
Copyright © 2016. Periodicals  postage 
rate is being paid at the Bronx, N.Y. 
Post Offi ce. Subscriptions $15.00 per 
year. Postmaster, Send address changes 
to Bronx Times Reporter, 3604 East 
Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465. 
ISSN #8750-4499.

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

On Tuesday, March 29, the 
Divas will host a bus ride to 
the Sands Casino, Bethlehem, 
PA. 

The bus will be departing 
at 8:30 a.m. at Ampere Avenue 
and Kennelworth Place. 

Coffee, tea and buttered 
rolls will be served. 

The Sands has a casino, 
poker tables, restaurants,  buf-

Divas bus ride to the Sands
fet, food court and designer 
outlets (Van Heusen, Calvin 
Klein, Tommy Hilfi ger, Bass, 
Coach, Chico’s, Corning Ware, 
and much more all in one 
building. 

Tickets are $40, with a re-
turn of $35. Bus seats are ac-
cording to date of payment. 
All invited. Call Fran Arico at 
(718) 828-5073.

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, or e-mail Bronx-
times@aol.com. Please in-
clude a phone number or a 
way to contact you in case of 
questions. 

Hello, readers! Welcome 
to another edition of Around 
Town. 
Bronx Rotary Club News  

The Rotary Club of the 
Bronx meets every Tuesday 
at 12:15 p.m. at The Shrimp 
Box Restaurant at 65 City Is-
land Avenue. 

The club’s Tuesday, Febru-
ary 16 meeting featured guest 
speaker Senator Ruth Has-

sell-Thompson who spoke 
about the value of having 

business people be of service 
to their community, and how 
she always asks how much 
service businesspeople have 
been able to provide based on 
what they have been fortu-
nate enough to achieve. 

She also spoke of the need 
of having people feel that 
they are of value, and of her 
desire to see young people be-
come instilled with a sense of 
civic awareness. 

The meeting also featured 
remarks from Iline Gould-

man, who thanked the club 
for sponsoring three chil-
dren to attend the Wagon 
Road Summer Camp, a pro-
gram operated by the Chil-
dren’s Aid Society that seeks 
to bring together children 
of different socio-economic 
backgrounds while engaging 

the young people in interest-
ing and challenging activi-
ties. 

The meeting on Tuesday, 
February 23 featured guest 
speaker Dr. Thomas Isek-

enegbe, Bronx Community 
College’s president. He spoke 
of how his career in educa-
tion brought him to his pres-
ent position, where he will 
focus on restructuring the 
college in terms of helping 
students who need remedial 
help for college-level work in 
a timely manner. Students at 
the school sometimes need 
remediation because they 
have a limited knowledge of 
the English language or are 
recent immigrants. 
M.S. 80 Student Gets Into 

Specialized High School 

A recent South Korean im-

migrant, Na Yeon Choi, has 
defi ed the odds. Despite hav-
ing to adjust to a new coun-
try, the NYC Department of 
Education reports that she 
will be attending on of the 
specialized high schools this 
fall. 

This is all the more re-
markable because she is cur-
rently a student at M.S. 80, a 
‘renewal school’ which is fac-
ing a turn around after years 
of diffi culty and struggle. 

The agency hailed this 
as a sign of progress at the 
school, while celebrating 
Choi’s achievement. 

M.S. 80 plans to launch a 
specialized test tutoring pro-
gram on Saturdays to help 
more students get into the 
high schools for gifted young 
people. 

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
ALL MEATS CUSTOM CUT

YOUR WAY

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE
DELIVERY

ON PURCHASES OVER $50

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm
Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919
1554 Paulding Ave
Bronx, NY 10462

 COME IN AND 
HAVE A FREE CUP 

OF COFFEE

MEAT • FISH • DELI • GROCERY
BUTCHER HERE 7 DAYS A WEEK

SAVE

$5999
ALL THIS FOR

VARIETY PACK

1 lb Veal Cutlets
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Spare Ribs
2 lbs CC Pork Chops
2 lbs Beef Stew
2 lbs Chuck Chop

2 lbs Chuck Filet

2 lbs Sh. London Broil

2 lbs Chicken Cutlets

2 lbs Sh. Lamb Chops

2 lbs Beef Stew

2 lbs Shell Steak

2 lbs Club Steak

2 lbs Chicken Legs

2 Lbs Chicken Breasts

2 lbs Chuck Chop

2 lbs Sausage

2 lbs CC Pork Chops

CADILLAC PLAN

$14995
ALL THIS FOR

SAVE

SEAFOOD

$399 lb.OXTAILS

$399 lb.GOAT MEAT

15 LB
BOX

CUSTOM CUT FREE

$999 lb.RIB STEAKS
CHOICE

1 Top Round London Broil (1”)

1 lb Veal Cutlets

1 1/2 lbs Chicken Cutlets

6 Pcs. CC Pork Chops 

1 1/2 lbs Sirloin Chop Meat

$5595
ALL THIS FOR

BEST OF
EVERYTHING

SAVE

$9999ALL THIS 
FOR

WOW
SAVE

$10999
ALL THIS FOR

5 PEOPLE CAN EAT

SAVE

$1299 lb.

(HEADS)  3lb. AVG.

U.S.D.A. SELECT

FILLET MIGNON

$1499 lb.REG.

CUSTOM CUT FREE

$1500
WHOLE CHICKENS

CUSTOM CUT FREE
3 for

HAM $399 lb.
LOW SALT

JUMBO SHRIMP ON ICE
$999 lb.

TILAPIA FILET
$399 lb.

16-20 CT.

BABY LOBSTER TAILS
$199 ea.

AMERICAN CHEESE
$499 lb.

1 lb. PACK
THIN SLICED

BACON
BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

ITALIAN
CHICKEN

SAUSAGE

5 Pieces Shell Steak
1 1/2 lbs Veal Cutlets
3 lbs CC Pork Chops
6 lbs Chicken (2)
3 lbs Chuck Chop

1 lb Veal Cutlets

2 lbs Chicken Cutlets

2 lbs Chuck Chop

2 lbs Italian Sausage

6 lbs Chicken

3 pcs. Club Steak

2 lbs CC Pork Chops

CLOSED
EASTER SUNDAY

6 lbs Chicken (2)
2 lbs Italian Sausage
1 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs CC Pork Chops
2 lbs Chuck Chop

$4499
ALL THIS FOR

THIS IS INSANE

SAVE

www.giordanosbigg.com

HAPPY EASTER
PLEASE ORDER EARLY
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APPETIZERS
(Choose one)

STUFFED ARTICHOKE
Artichoke stuffed with bread crumbs, black and 

green olives, parmigiano cheese and fresh garlic 

in lemon sauce with a touch of white wine.

FRIED CALAMARI
with marinara sause

CAPRESE
Fresh homemade mozzarella sliced tomato, 

basil, roasted red peppers

EGGPLANT ROLLATINI
Rolled stuffed with ricotta topped with marinara 

and mozzarella

MUSSELS MARINARA (spicy)

PASTA
(Choose one)

PENNE ALLA VODKA
Fresh tomato sause, prosciutto, shallots, Vodka, a 

touch of cream with parmigiano cheese

RIGATONI BOLOGNESE
Rigatoni pasta coverd in a light meat sauce

ENTRÉE
(Choose one)

(All entrees served with mashed potatoes)

ROASTED RACK OF LAMB
Served in our special homemade gravy with 

string beans

CHICKEN ROLLATINI
Fresh chicken breast rolled and stuffed with 

chopped prosciutto, fontina cheese, spinach 

served with sliced Portobello mushrooms in 

sherry wine sauce

GRILLED BABY LAMB CHOPS
Grilled New Zealand baby lamb chops sautéed 

with virgin olive oil and garlic served with 

broccoli rabe and mint jelly

SALMON PISTACHIO
Fresh wild Salmon baked and crusted with 

pistachio, served over spinach and asparagus 

with a touch of pinot grigio 

Pre-Fix Menu

900 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx, NY 10462 | 718-891-3830 | www.900Park.com

11am to 1pm 
2pm to 4pm

$3295
pp

plus tax and gratuity 

Brunch Buffet

Coffee or tea

Chocolate cake, Cheese cake, 

Zeppoles

$3995
pp

plus tax and gratuity 



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 18-24, 201610    BTR

A Bronx USPS employee who stole 
nearly $200,000 in Workers’ Compen-
sation Benefi ts by falsely claiming 
she was too panicked to leave her 
home has been sentenced to jail time 
and must pay restitution reports Dis-
trict Attorney Darel D. Clark.

The Waterbury-LaSalle resident 
claimed to be a “prisoner in her own 
home” to defraud the government 
of tax-free benefi ts meant to help 
those truly unable to work, the DA 
charged.

Eileen Neff, Special Agent in 
Charge of the USPS Offi ce of Inspec-
tor General Northeast Area Field 
Offi ce, said, “This conviction shows 
that those who seek to defraud the 
workers’ compensation program and 
corrupt its legitimate purpose will 
be thoroughly and vigorously inves-
tigated by the special agents of the 
USPS Offi ce of Inspector General and 
our law enforcement partners. I com-
mend the Bronx District Attorney’s 
Offi ce on their handling of this case 
as it was instrumental in putting an 
end to the high cost of the defendant’s 
fraud against the Postal Service.”

The defendant, Maria 
Chmielewski, a USPS worker since 
2004 working in the Woodlawn Sta-
tion, had been collecting  benefi ts 
through the U.S. Department of La-
bor Offi ce of Workers’ Compensation 

since August, 2008. Chmielewski 
claimed to have suffered from post-
traumatic stress disorder, panic dis-
order, and agoraphobia.

While receiving 75% of her sal-
ary for her condition, tax free and 
with cost of living adjustments, 
Chmielewski took two separate holi-
day cruises to Alaska and Canada, 
completed a 10-month Practical Nurs-
ing program and was spotted driving 
on multiple occasions.

She was arrested in June 2014 fol-
lowing a joint investigation between 
the Bronx District Attorney’s Offi ce 
and the USPS Offi ce of the Inspector 
General, Northeast Area Field Of-
fi ce.

Chmielewski, 40, of 2990 Zulette 
Avenue, was convicted by a jury af-
ter an hour of deliberation to second-
degree Grand Larceny and second-
degree Insurance Fraud on February 
17. Chmielewski was sentenced on 
March 10, to six months in jail con-
current with fi ve years of probation 
by Bronx Supreme Court Justice 
John Carter, who also ordered her to 
pay $192,227.93 in restitution to the 
U.S. Department of Labor Offi ce of 
Workers’ Compensation Programs.

The case was prosecuted by assis-
tant district attorney Peter D’Angelo 
of the Bronx District Attorney’s Ar-
son/Auto/Economic Crimes Bureau.

USPS worker sentenced

40 Precinct 
Monday, March 7, 7:57 a.m. --Cops re-

sponded to a 911 call for an assault in progress 
at 313 E. 141st Street. They found a 34-year-old 
woman and a 38-year-old man both dead form 
multiple stab wounds. A knife was found at the 
scene and an investigation is underway. 

43 Precinct 
Saturday, March 5, 4:30 a.m. -- Three 

plain clothes offi cers made a gun arrest during 
a routine traffi c stop near White Plains Road and 
Bruckner Boulevard. As they waited for a light to 
turn green, they saw a white Toyota traveling on 
Bruckner Boulevard and changing lanes without 
signaling. The offi cers followed the car, con-
taining three people, and pulling it over nearby. 
When the offi cers approached the livery sedan, 
they saw a passenger, who was seated behind 
the front passenger’s seat abruptly bend forward 
and sit back up. When one of the cops shined a 
fl ashlight into the car, they saw a portion of a 
gun under the rear of the front seat. The occu-
pants of the car were taken into custody without 
incident, and a loaded and defaced Smith and 
Wesson 9mm handgun was recovered. 

45 Precinct
Sunday, March 6, 11:29 a.m. -- Police 

raced to the scene of a fatal car crash near 
Middletown Road and Westchester Avenue. An 
81-year-old man expired at Jacobi Medical Cen-
ter after he suffered severe head trauma when 
his 2015 Buick collided into an el train pillar. An 
investigation by the NYPD’s Highway Collision 
Investigation Squad is being conducted. 

46 Precinct 
Friday, February 19, 5:00 p.m. -- A His-

panic woman, approximately 17-years-old, 
ripped off and assaulted another woman inside 
a McDonald’s restaurant. She approached the 
23-year-old victim, grabbing her cell phone and 
scratching her in the face. The suspect was last 
seen wearing a black waist-length jacket, blue 
jeans and white sneakers. 

Monday, March 7, 4:10 a.m. -- A violent 
robbery occurred in front of 301 E. Burnside Av-
enue when three suspects assaulted a 24-year-
old and a 25-year-old man with a bottle and 
knife. One of the victim’s gold chain was taken. 
The suspects fl ed the scene. 
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ATTENTION 
HOME OWNERS
We are approaching the Spring Market fast. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Will the ‘X’

line be built?
Dear editor,
“Comptroller tours South 

Bronx” (March 10) missed a 
promise made in 2012 by Man-
hattan borough president 
and future 2013 Democratic 
Party primary NYC comptrol-
ler candidate Scott Stringer 
that called for construction 
of a new ‘Triboro X’ subway 
line.  This would provide a di-
rect connection between the 
Bronx, Queens and Brooklyn.  

It made a great sound bite 
at the time and got Stringer 
some free publicity.  But you 
have to ask four years later, 
just what has he done to fol-
low up?  As always, the devil 
is in the details.  Stringer said 
that this would be his num-
ber one transportation prior-
ity if elected comptroller.  Has 
Stringer since January 1, 2014 
as comptroller continued to 
advocate the new ‘X’ line as 
his number one transporta-
tion priority since assuming 
offi ce when speaking to voters 
around town?

Stringer still has no idea 
how many billions of dollars 
may be needed for the line.

It is diffi cult at this point 
for anyone, including Stringer, 
to really predict when we will 
see a shovel in the ground for 
the ‘Triboro X’ line.

Larry Penner

Fails to see
the bias

Dear editor,
COMACTA’s latest bizarre 

cause is the championing of a 
bill that would restrict teach-
ers from using textbooks and 
supplemental reading materi-
als without receiving written 
permission from a newly cre-
ated state commission, in or-
der to alleviate the ‘problem’ 
caused by telling the unvar-
nished history of our country, 
warts and all. Another ‘prob-
lem’ that this bill would solve 
is an alleged Islamic bias. 
You read that correctly, an Is-
lamic bias-- at a time when law 
abiding followers of Islam are 
threatened by an unhinged 
presidential candidate and 
face harassment and discrim-
ination from their neighbors 
due to their faith. You see, 
they don’t practice the ‘right’ 
religion.      

The author, Frank Ver-
nuccio, sees bias whenever 

citizens disagree with his cir-
cumscribed world view. This 
unnecessary, ludicrous intru-
sion into the classroom is just 
another example of the lengths 
that conservatives will go to 
in order to force their archaic 
views upon the public.  

Pasqual Pelosi

Rally scuffles
cause concern

Dear editor

Over the past few weeks I 
have watched astonishing vid-
eos of violence taking place at 
the rallies of presidential can-
didate Donald Trump.

What is more astonishing 
is the silence of some Bronx 
residents who are either out-
wardly supporting Trump or 
have said they will be voting 
for him.

As a resident of a borough 
with a large population of 
Muslims, African-Americans 
and Latinos, if you’re even 
considering voting for some-
one who has engaged in un-
precedented bigoted, racist 
and xenophobic behavior, that 
is one thing, but now the vile 
rhetoric has translated into 
vile physicality.

Watch the videos of Trump 
rally attendees sucker-punch-
ing non-violent protestors in 
the head, shouting the ‘N’ word, 
then repeatedly shoving black 
women peacefully exiting his 
event. Then watch Trump speak 
at his rallies not only refusing 
to condemn this violent behav-
ior, but seemingly encouraging 
more of the same.

Unfortunately, someone is 
going to seriously injured or 
even killed at a Trump rally if 
this pattern continues.

If you are considering vot-

ing for Trump, that’s your 
right as an American.

But it is your duty as a hu-
man being to speak out against 
the violence taking place and 
clearly separate yourself from 
Trump’s encouragement of 
this behavior.

Raphael Schweizer

Republican
response

Dear editor,
I have rationalized my urge 

not to respond to recent Let-
ters to the Editor (BTR March 
4 and March 11) regarding the 
need for a resurgent Republi-
can Party in New York State 
as not worthy of a response. 
The writer, an enlightened 
progressive Democrat, that if 
memory serves me right, is 
also a NYC school teacher, rec-
ommends Republicans should 
stop favoring ‘unpopular’ 
views and even has some ‘tips’ 
for Republicans to get with 
more popular programs

Republican views have to 
get aligned with the “more 
moderate and thoughtful posi-
tions favored by the local elec-
torate”, he wrote.  Who knew?

Republicans should know by 
now that the local electorate fa-
vors the highest taxes in the na-
tion. Don’t Republicans know 
it’s idiotic for NYS Senate Ma-
jority Leader John Flanagan 
and the Republican Senate ma-
jority to propose a series of in-
come tax reforms to lower taxes 
on the middle class, senior citi-
zens and small business?

Assembly Speaker Carl 
Heastie knows better. He will 
not let this nonsense get to the 
house fl oor. 

Republicans should know 
by now that the local electorate 

favors a monopolistic school 
system that insures poor and 
middle class K-12 kids con-
tinue to attend failing schools. 
School choice, vouchers and 
charter schools pushed by Re-
publicans are not the policy to 
achieve a better education. Re-
publican should know better 
and should listen to Mayor de 
Blasio, a union-backed Demo-
crat who intends to curb char-
ter school growth.  Carmen 
Fariña, his schools chancel-
lor, diverted $210m earmarked 
for charter schools to help pay 
for pre-kindergarten teach-
ing. Don’t Republicans see the 
wisdom in that?

Republicans should know 
by now that the local elector-
ate favors a city council that 
gives itself a 32% pay raise.  
A city council that is push-
ing new legislation that would 
give non-citizens the right to 
vote in New York City’s 2017 
elections.  There are an esti-
mated 1.3 million noncitizen 
residents in the city, about 
500,000 of whom are undoc-
umented. Neither the docu-
mented green-card holders, 
nor the illegal aliens are al-
lowed to vote Democratic.  

Council speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito, who will not 
pledge allegiance to the Amer-
ican fl ag, leads the council’s 
47 Democrats out of 51 council 
members; only four Republi-
cans - thank God.

Republicans should stop 
pushing for free markets 
that foster new business, job 
growth, lower prices and 
improved living standards 
(think Walmart).  According 
to our school teacher, Repub-
lican views are not favored by 
the local electorate. Follow his 
‘tips’ at New York’s peril.

Carl J. Cannizzaro

Letters to the editor are welcome from all readers. 
They should be addressed care of this newspaper to Laura 

Guerriero, Publisher, the Bronx Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465, or e-mail to bronxtimes@cnglo-
cal.com. 

All letters, including those submitted via e-mail, MUST be 
signed and with a verifi able address and telephone number in-
cluded. 

Note that the  address and telephone number  will NOT be 
published and the name will be published or withheld upon re-
quest. 

No unsigned letters can be accepted for publication. 
The editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. 

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
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Monday - Friday  3:00pm-9:00pm
Saturday  9:00am-6:00pm

NOW REGISTERING FOR OUR SPRING CLASSES

#1 Studio For The Past 35 Years!
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPIONS!

www.fancyfeet.com

Unionport Road
1306 Unionport RD

Castle Hill
Parkchester Area

347-691-3443

Crosby Avenue
1628 Crosby Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461
718-824-1981

Allerton Avenue
1295 Allerton Avenue

Bronx, NY 10469
718-405-5136
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Bronx Physical Therapy, LLP
3611 East Tremont Avenue 

Bronx, NY 10465 
Call us today!
718-904-9581

www.bronxpt.com

ATTENTION OLDER ADULTS
AND THEIR FAMILIES

FREE 
FALL RISK SCREENING
Simply call and make an appoinment for 
your Free, no-obligation, Fall Risk Screen-
ing or learn about a Mobile Screening 
Event in your area. CALL TODAY!

ARE YOU OR A LOVED ONE
AT RISK OF FALLING?

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A new Taco Bell will soon open in 

the Bronx, close to the Westchester 
border.

The construction of the popular 
fast food outlet is currently taking 
place on Conner Street and Tillotson 
Avenue, convenient to Co-op City and 
the north Bronx.

Currently, McDonald’s and 
Dunkin Donuts are the only other 
fast food options  on Conner Street, 
not far from I-95 exits and entrances.

The 2.175 square-foot Taco Bell, 
which is being built on a third of 
an acre parcel, is expected to open 
within the next month and will pro-
vide a drive-thru, as well as a dozen 
parking spots.

The drive thru is expected to gen-
erate the bulk of the store’s business.

The Bronx is currently home to 
four Taco Bells, including 2148 White 
Plains Road, 1889 Bruckner Boule-
vard, 961 E. 174th Street and 1731 Web-
ster Avenue. 

The closest Taco Bell to the new lo-
cation is almost fi ve miles away. 

The Taco Bell at 3351 Conner 
Street, is located just off of Exit 13 on 
the northbound I-95/New England 
Thruway. 

The new location will provide 40 to 
50 jobs opportunities.

“We are very happy with the prog-
ress of this (Taco Bell) location - es-
pecially considering that the recent 
weather has permitted construction 
and development,” said Greg Alagna, 
vice president of operations for CKA 
Management, the project’s develop-
ers. “This really gives us an opportu-
nity to expand into the Bronx and be 
part of a great community of tremen-
dous value - a community that has 
given us great support for our work 
here.”

“We will do everything possible to 
accommodate the neighborhood, the 
community, and make sure that all of 
the jobs generated from this location 
are kept 100% local.”

Taco Bell’s public relations spokes-
person did not return a request for 
comment on the franchise’s  Bronx 
future expansion plans.

Tex-Mex fav, Taco Bell, 
to open N. Bronx outlet

The address of the new Taco Bell will be 3351 Conner Street. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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All are welcome
Sunday, March 20th
PALM SUNDAY
The service begins at 9:00 am with the distribution of 
Palm. 3:00 pm is the Sunday School/Congregational 
Easter Pageant.

Thursday, March 24th
MAUNDY THURSDAY
We gather in Bartus Hall at 6:00 pm for “Soup & 
Sandwich” followed by the 7:30 pm worship service.

Friday, March 25th
GOOD FRIDAY
The day begins with the 11:00 am Youth Service. The 
youth will gather after the service to put together the 
“Baskets of Promise.” At 7:30 pm we gather for the Good 
Friday Candlelight service.

Sunday, March 27th
THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD/ 
EASTER SUNDAY
The worship service begins at 9:00 am followed by the 
Easter Breakfast in Bartus Hall. The Sunday school Egg 
Hunt is at 10:30 am.

If you have any questions regarding the events of 
services please call the church office.

FIRST
LUTHERAN
CHURCH OF 

THROGGS 
NECK

3075 Baisley Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461-6129

Office: (718) 829-0650
The Rev. Ulf Lunow, Pastor

The Board of Directors of the New York 
City Health + Hospitals invite you to 
attend its Fiscal Year 2016 Annual Public 
Meetings in accordance with §7384(10) 
of the HHC Enabling Act.
Following a report on the activities of the 
health system, the public is invited to 
make oral and/or written presentations.

Allotted speaking time is FIVE (5) 
minutes.  Speakers are asked to register 
in advance by writing or calling: 

Ms. Patricia Lockhart, Secretary to the 
Corporation, New York City Health + 
Hospitals, 125 Worth Street, Room 
519, New York, New York 10013 -
Telephone: 212-788-3360

Interpreter and American Sign 

Language services are available upon 

request in advance of registration 

deadline dates only.

On-site registration will be available at 
each location on the day of the meeting 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. and ending at 
6:30 p.m.  Speakers who register in 
advance will be given priority on the 
speaking    
schedule.

These Events are Wheelchair Accessible 

Notice of FY 2016

Annual Public Meetings STATEN ISLAND
MONDAY, APRIL 4, 2016 - 6 PM
Sea View Hospital Rehabilitation Center & 
Home
Lou Caravone Community Services Bldg.
460 Brielle Avenue Staten Island, NY 10314
Advance Registration Deadline:  
04/01/2016

MANHATTAN
MONDAY, APRIL 11, 2016 - 6 PM
Henry J. Carter Specialty Hospital & Nursing 
Facility
1752 Park Avenue — Renaissance Room -
NF130 
New York, NY 10002
Advance Registration Deadline:  
04/08/2016

BRONX
TUESDAY, APRIL 19, 2016 - 6 PM
Lincoln Medical & Mental Health Center
234 Eugenio Maria de Hostos (149th St)
Main Floor Auditorium
Bronx, NY 10451
Advance Registration Deadline: 04/18/2016

QUEENS
WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 2016 - 6 PM
Queens Hospital Center
82-68 164th Street
“N” Building ~ Main Floor Auditorium 
Jamaica, NY 11432
Advance Registration Deadline:  
05/10/2016

BROOKLYN
WEDNESDAY, MAY 18, 2016 - 6 PM
Woodhull Medical & Mental Health 
Center
Dolores E. Jackson Auditorium, 3rd floor
760 Broadway
Brooklyn, NY 11206
Advance Registration Deadline:  
05/17/2016
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A boxing legend and well-known 

mentor to generations of young people 
in the Morris Park community and be-
yond passed away recently. 

Joseph DeGuardia Sr., a life-long 
Bronx resident and the owner of the 
Morris Park Boxing Club for four de-
cades, died of natural causes at the age 
of 86 on Tuesday, March 8. 

Thousands people he trained in his 
gym will miss him, said his son, Jo-
seph DeGuardia Jr., owner of Morris 
Park-based Star Boxing.

Visitors from across the United 
States and from other continents came 
to pay their respects at Joseph Luc-
chese Funeral Home, he said. 

DeGuardia Jr. said that his father 
taught him the sport when he was 
growing up and managing his boxing 
career that helped him both in and 
outside of the ring. 

“The things I always heard from 
him is that you need to be disciplined, 
work hard to succeed and keep fi ght-
ing when things are tough,” said De-
Guardia Jr., adding that “He was very 
much for the underdog.” 

Rather than managing fi ghters 
who would become world champions, 
his dad focused his energy on young 
fi ghters who had no money and needed 
a little bit of help, his son said. 

“Many times, people felt that he 

Boxer and Morris Park legend dies

was a father fi gure and a grandfather 
type of fi gure,” said DeGuardia Jr., 
adding that father was a genuine man 
who was from the old school of box-
ing.  

Richard Falsigno, a friend for about 
50 years, said that he was admired in 
the Morris Park community and would 

always stop to talk to people when he 
was on the street. 

“When I think of Joey I think of a 
person who conformed to what was 
right and just,” said Falsigno. “He had 
an affi nity for helping people who fell 
on hard times.” 

Falsigno, a past assistant commis-

sioner in the Department of Probation, 
said he would often refer probation-
ers to DeGuardia Sr. who were ending 
their prison terms and in need of jobs 
or references to help them start again. 
His friend would just reach out and 
help them, he said. 

Louie Resto, a current employee of 
the Morris Park Boxing Club, said that 
Joseph DeGuardia Sr. gave him a job 
and often invited him to dinner and to 
the fi ghts.

“He was a role model,” said Resto, 
adding “I never saw him get mad at 
anyone.” 

DeGuardia Sr. was a professional 
boxer from 1946 to 1953, and also 
founded a youth initiative called Bet-
ter America Through Our Youth and 
operated a toy and novelty store called 
Clowntown on White Plains Road near 
Morris Park Avenue. 

DeGuardia is survived by his wife 
Dotti,  who said that her husband was 
a wonderful man and father who will 
be missed by many in the Morris Park 
community. 

In addition to his wife, he is sur-
vived by seven children, 13 grandchil-
dren and two great-grandchildren. 
One son predeceased him in 2015. 

DeGuardia grew up in Belmont and 
on Mayfl ower Avenue in Pelham Bay, 
before moving to Morris Park in early 
1960s, his son said. 

Joe DeGuardia, Sr. 
 Photo courtesy of Star Boxing

Joe DeGuardia, Sr. 
 Photo courtesy of Star Boxing
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14oz CUT OF BLACK 
ANGUS PRIME RIB

SOUP OR SALAD, PRIME RIB POTATO, 
VEGETABLES & DESSERT

$1995

PRIME RIB 
TUESDAYS

18oz BLACK ANGUS SHELL STEAK
SERVED ON SIZZLING PLATTER

HOUSE SPECIAL

BEST STEAK
IN THE NECK!

Join us on Easter Sunday
We will be serving Brunch

from 11 am til 2pm
Easter Dinner

From 2pm til 10pm

Happy Easter
to All our Customers and Friends

From the Clipper Crew

Throggs Neck

CLIPPER
Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks
A place where strangers are not strangers ... but friends who have yet to meet!
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EARLY BIRD DINNER
Monday–Thursday

4PM–6PM

Soup or Salad,

 Entrée, Coffee & Dessert

SUNDAY BRUNCH
11AM–3PM

Includes choice of Mimosa, 

Bloody Mary or Glass Of Beer

Traditional Irish Breakfast

COMPLETE
LUNCH

MON. – FRI.

$7 BAR LUNCHES
Monday–Friday 12PM–4PM

$2 DOMESTIC
PINTS
Til 6PM

$1495
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Penne Alla Vodka

Spring Salad with Balsomic Vinigrette

Roast Prime of Beef
Chicken Francese
Shrimp Oreganata
Roast Leg of Lamb w/Mint Jelly
All Coffee, Pastries and Desserts 
Served at Tables

$4200

Carving
station

Pasta
station

Seafood
station

Chafing
station

1703 Bronxdale Avenue

Choice Of: 

Dinner

     Premium Liquors served throughout affair

Openbar 1/2 Price
for children
age 5 of 12

 

FREE
for children

4 years and under

Easter Sundaytraditiontradition

for the children

from the Easter Bunnyfor the children

from the Easter Bunny
FREE GIFTS
FREE GIFTS

eeeeee

+10% gratuities, sales tax included.

$5000

per personper person$5000

Pasta: 

Salad: 

Maestro’s Caterer’s

Wok
STATION

VALET
PARKING

INCLUDED

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
All vapor, no smoke! 
A vape shop on East Tremont Av-

enue is proving to be a great fit for 
the East Tremont Avenue stretch.

Urban Vape, a vaporizer store 
located at 3615 E. Tremont Avenue, 
has been a success since it moved to 
the location just over a year ago.

Urban Vape has provided its cus-
tomers with a unique but effective 
way to get off tobacco while still be-
ing able to enjoy the act of smoking 
- by inhaling vapor instead.

The shop sells different products, 
from electronic pens and starter 
kits to box modifiers with different 
wattages and voltages, even ones 
with LED screens, as well as differ-
ent premium flavored e-liquids.

By selling products that have 
different levels of nicotine as well 
as products that are nicotine free, 
Urban Vape gives their customers 
a chance to slowly cut down and 
eventually quit injecting nicotine 
during their daily smoke intake.

With these products, custom-
ers are not only able to ween off 
nicotine, but are also able to save 
money by purchasing devices that 
last longer than cigarettes or elec-
tronic cigarettes over time.

“We try to teach our custom-

ers about this trade-off - and the 
results will show over time,” said 
owner Louis Viejo.

 The typical 3-mililiter bottle 
and vaping device will last from 
one to two weeks and cost $40 to $50 
as opposed to cigarettes  that will 
cost almost double the amount, he 
said.

This is the first business that 
Viejo, originally a Castle Hill resi-
dent, has owned.

“I knew that this was a conve-
nient location that called for this 
kind of solution - there was nothing 
else like it in the area,” Viejo said. 
“Vaping is the new smoking - it’s 
the future, and what’s better than 
getting people off of the cigarette 
addiction.”

Viejo also added that he will 
soon release a new product brand, 
Urban Joules - meaning power and 
strength.

Urban Vape also provided a tip 
to its customers - raising the watt-
age and lowering the ohms on the 
coil can produce more vapor from 
a particular device that is being 
used.

The shop’s logo was designed by 
NYC Graphics. The shop’s interior 
was designed by Crystal ‘Sketch’ 
Cruz, among other artists.

Ween off of nicotine at Urban Vape

(l-r) Store manager Ulises ‘Teklust’ Carrillo and owner Louis Viejo. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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Easter Family Tradition at:

Sunday, March 27, 2016 -12noon-5pm

Dinner

Open Bar, Premium Liquor Served Throughout Affair
Eastwood Dessert Served At Your Table

3371 Eastchester Road, Bronx, NY
Reservations: 718-654-4200

One Hour Cocktail Reception - Four Hours Dining & Dancing
Featuring: 

Alive ‘N’ Kickin Orchestra & Show
Carving Station • Seafood Station • Pasta Station • Chafing

Station • Antipasto Station • Wok Station• Fresh Fruit & Cheese Display

Choice Of:

Rigatoni Ala Vodka • Tuscany Salad
Prime Rib of Beef • Chicken Rollatini
Salmon Oreganata • Roast Leg of Lamb w/Mint Jelly 
Mixed Vegetables  • Baked Stuffed Potato
Eastwood Dessert served at your table

FREE GIFTS

For the children
from the 

Easter Bunnies

$50
per person

plus 10% gratuity
sales tax included

1/2 Price For

Children Under

the age of 12
Deluxe Cocktail Hour:

No Charge for

Children under 5

years of age

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The formation of a business im-

provement district in Throggs Neck 
has reached a crucial phase. 

The leaders of the Throggs Neck 
BID effort, including local business 
leaders and consultant Joe Regina, 
said that three years of planning and 
paperwork has reached the outreach 
phase to landlords who play a pivotal 
role in deciding on its future.  

About 137 letters were recently 
sent to property owners in the BID’s 
planned area, East Tremont Avenue 
between Miles Avenue and Bruckner 
Boulevard, said Regina. 

Regina said that the effort has been 
helped along with funding secured 
in the city budget by Councilman 
James Vacca, a strong advocate of the 
Westchester Square Business Improve-
ment District’s formation. 

In order for a BID to be formed, 
landlords agree to pay an assessment 
fee to fund the budget for services to be 
provided, said Regina. 

The money that’s collected goes di-
rectly back to the BID to pay for an em-
ployee to manage the district and for 
an array of services, he said.  

In Throggs Neck business owners 
already have a lot going for them in 
that they have a strong all-volunteer 
organization, the Throggs Neck Mer-
chants Association, said Regina. 

BID effort at crucial outreach phase

“The TNMA is one of the best in the 
Bronx,” said Regina.  

He feels that this illustrates why a 
BID is necessary, he said. 

So far, the outreach has met with 
some apathy, said Steve Kaufman, 
TNMA president and a leader of the ef-
fort’s steering committee. 

“Unfortunately, the  apathy makes 
the outreach somewhat diffi cult,” said 
Kaufman. “Also, a lot of the landlord 
contact information is not accurate.”

Individual merchant members are 
reaching out to landlords, said Kauf-
man. 

Kaufman is a strong supporter of 
the effort, and said when speaking of 
it: “we will never surrender, we want 
what’s best for the neighborhood.” 

“Wherever there is a BID, the prop-
erty values have gone up,” said Kauf-
man, who added that it would provide 
the merchants a full-time employee to 
assist them with ancillary but impor-

tant functions. 
Councilman Vacca said that he be-

lieves the BID effort is making prog-
ress, but that forming one takes a long 
time. 

“I put money in the budget for a point 
person so that merchants can under-
stand the process (and) we can develop 
the BID,” said Vacca, stressing that Re-
gina has a lot of experience in merchant 
outreach going back decades. 

TNMA vice-president Ed Angelino 
said he believes that the formation of 
a BID would provide merchants with 
a better link to city agencies and ser-
vices. 

Regina also said that the board of 
any BID must include representatives 
from the Department of Small Busi-
ness Services, the local councilman, 
borough president and mayor’s offi ce. 

Needs Assessment Surveys for the 
proposed Throggs Neck BID have been 
collected from merchants, property 
owners, residents and consumers, the 
consultant said. 

In Throggs Neck’s case, merchants 
could especially use a BID director who 
would assist with their annual holiday 
lights and toy drive and improve sani-
tation and marketing, he said. 

The guidelines for forming a BID 
are outlined by NYC Small Business 
Services, said Regina, and involves 
many steps. 

“We will never surrender. We want what’s 
best for the neighborhood.” -Steve Kaufman, 
Throggs Neck Merchants Association president.

“I believe in the BID model” --Councilman 
James Vacca 
 Silvio J. Pacifi co
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Thank you GuildNet.

With GuildNet’s long term care plans, your loved 
ones can stay safe and independent in their homes. 

GuildNet is a program of Lighthouse Guild, an 
organization that has helped people with vision loss 
for more than a century.

Please call us – we speak your language. 

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Dad lost his sight, 
but kept
his independence.

GN270_PrintAd_Approved

On Saturday, March 5, Fannie Lama celebrat-
ed her 100th birthday at Pasta Pasta Restau-
rant. Lama was joined by family members 
and friends as she celebrated her centennial 
milestone.

FANNIE LAMA
CELEBRATES 100TH

BIRTHDAY

Fannie Lama celebrates her 100th birthday. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Fannie Lama celebrates her 100th birthday 
with her family members and friends. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Devale Ellis, actor John Leguizamo, Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr., and others, dis-
cussed the expedition. Photo by Aracelis Batista

On Monday, March 7, Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. was among those on hand to discuss 
the benefi ts of educational travel for the 2016 Nat Geo Mundo Explorer Contest at Celia 
Cruz High School. One winning school from the Bronx, along with one winning school from 
Newark, NJ, will receive a full scholarship for summer travel with the National Geographic 
Student Expedition, which will be led by qualifi ed trip leaders and a National Geographic ex-
pert.  Celia Cruz High School is one of the 129 schools in the Bronx participating in a contest, 
which requires applicants to submit a short easy on what they feel they can contribute to 
the program, what they can accomplish through travel and why they should be selected.

HIGH SCHOOLS COMPETE IN TRAVEL CONTEST
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BY MADELINE ANTHONY
A new school is coming to 

the Soundview neighborhood 
just in time for fall of 2017. 

Permits were fi led at the 
end of last October by the 
NYC Construction Authority 
to build a new fi ve-story pub-
lic school - P.S. 317 - which will 
open its doors to students this 
coming September. 

The facility will stand on 
White Plains Road a short 
distance from Bruckner Bou-
levard, at 1028 White Plains 
Road, across the street from an 
I-Hop and next to a Sleepy’s. 

Each fl oor will have class-
rooms and offi ces, the base-
ment will hold locker rooms, 
the fi rst fl oor will include a 
cafeteria and kitchen, the sec-
ond fl oor will contain the au-
ditorium and gym, and the 
fourth fl oor will be home to a 
roof-top garden. 

According to the Depart-
ment of Education, there has 
been a need identifi ed within 
District 8 for new seats. 

It will serve as an elemen-
tary or middle school accord-
ing to a DOE spokesperson.

While the alleviation of 

Soundview school to open in 2017 
overcrowding would be ben-
eficial, one common concern 
among parents is the busy 
location of the new school, 
which sits at the intersec-
tion of two high-trafficked  
roads. 

“I don’t think it’s a good 
idea,” said Karla Santos, a 
mother of two who lives in 
the area. At noon on a Mon-
day, cars speed past her on the 
Bruckner, as she stood outside 
the construction the site.

“If you think it’s busy now, 
just wait until 3!” Santos con-
tinued, “There’s too much traf-
fi c, I’m defi nitely against it.” 

Nathan Williams, who has 
a young son, says he is in sup-
port of the project as long as 
the city ensures safety for the 
kids. 

“As long as there are plenty 
of crossing guards, and it’s en-
vironmentally friendly, I see 
it as a good thing,” said Wil-
liams.

The DOE says they are cur-
rently working closely with 
the Community Education 
Council, community mem-
bers, and district staff to de-
cide the school’s zoning. 

Toya Holness of the DOE 
stated that, “The safety of stu-
dents is our top priority,” ad-
dressing the parent’s traffi c 
safety concerns.

The department has con-
ducted a traffi c impact anal-

ysis on the location and is 
working closely with the NYC 
Department of Transportation 
to alleviate any issues that 
could arise from the site. 

The architect on the project 
is PS&S, a New Jersey-based 

company that has experience 
working on educational build-
ings including SUNY Albany 
and Penn State University. 

The city purchased the va-
cant lot from Seven Square De-
velopment LLC in 2014. 

P.S. 317 will open its doors in September of next year. Madeline Anthony / Community News Group
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 Choose One                                                                                                         

Seasoned Fried Calamari
served with marinara sauce 

Sliced Tomato and Mozzarella
with frantoiano olives& roasted red peppers                                                                                     

Zucchini Sticks
served with marinara sauce                               

Popcorn Shrimp
served with tartar sauce                                                                                                                                            

Baked Clams Oreganata                                                                                           
chopped clams mixed with seasoned breadcrumbs                                                                                                                 

Golden Fried Chicken Fingers                                                                                        
served with a honey mustard sauce                                                                                                           

Potato Skins Topped with Bacon & Cheddar                                                                                         
served with sour cream

       Choose One                                                                                                                            

Mixed Greens Salad with choice of dressing                                                                                                       
or Soup D’Jour                                                           

        Choose One                                             

Succulent Roast Leg of American Lamb                                                                                    
served with lamb gravy                                                                                                                                      

10 oz. Fillet Mignon ( add $5)                                                                                                                                 
served with a mushroom demi glaze                                                                                                                              

Roast Prime Rib of  Angus Beef  (add $5)                                                                                                                  
slow roasted & served with Au jus                                                                                                      

Chicken Franchese                                                                                                                                    
lightly battered & sautéed fi let of chicken with a lemon butter sauce                                                           

Stuffed Filet of Sole                                                                                                                               
seasoned crabmeat wrapped around tender fi lets of sole 

with a light lemon butter sauce                                                                                  
Pistachio Crusted Salmon                                                                                                               

served with a Dijon mustard cream sauce                                                                                                  

Chicken Cordon Bleu
Breaded chicken breast stuffed with ham and cheese and served with

a light cream pan gravy

All above Entrees are served with a choice  of 
potato and creamed spinach and turnips                                                           

Seafood Penne
shrimp, scallops, & sundried tomatoes in a mushroom cream sauce                                                                                 

Choose One                                                                                              
Carrot Cake, Bread Pudding, New York Cheesecake 

Easter Sunday
    Dinner Menu

includes appetizer, salad, 
entrée, dessert, tea/coffee

$35
Mozzarella Sticks with fries 

Chicken Fingers with fries

Mini Sliders with fries

Mini Lamb Dinner
with mashed potato, turnips and lamb gravy

Pasta with butter or marinara sauce

Choice of Chocolate or Vanilla Ice-Cream
Unlimited Soda/Juice or Milk
        

$995

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf
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718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

SALE

COUNTRY LIFE
NATROL NEW CHAPTER 

BARLEANS
(FLAX PRODUCTS ONLY)

25%
OFF

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 
Organic Foods Herbs Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 03/31/16

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An organization that pro-

vides support for the blind and 
visually impaired community 
recently held an event to recog-
nize its partners while celebrat-
ing its 90-year anniversary.

On Thursday, March 10, 
the VISIONS (Services for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired) 
Bronx Advisory Board hosted 
their 23rd annual Dinner and 
Awards Ceremony at Tosca 
Marquee.

The event honored those 
who have provided for their 
community, just as VISIONS 
has done for the blind and visu-
ally impaired population for so 
long.

The event’s honorees in-
cluded: Marlene Cintron, pres-
ident of the Bronx Overall 
Economic Development Corpo-
ration; Chuck Cohen, CEO of 
CTech Low Vision Solutions; 
Rosemary De Luca, director of 
the Wildlife Conservation Soci-
ety; Jennifer Goodstein, CEO 
and publisher of NYC Commu-
nity Media, LLC and Commu-
nity News Group; TOBA LaC-
rown, president of the Bronx 
Rotary Club; and Laurie Mu-
nro from the New York State 

Commission for the Blind.
“Just as we (CNG) strive to 

help with our community news-
papers, VISIONS has strived to 
help the blind and visually im-
paired community by provid-
ing them with the resources 
they need to live a happy and 
productive life,” said Good-
stein, whose grandmother was 
blind for the last ten years of 
her life.

“My grandmother, fortu-
nately, was able to receive sup-
port from members of my fam-
ily, a close-knit neighborhood 
and the local church, but not 
everybody is lucky enough to 
have groups like those to sup-
port them. That’s why VISIONS 
is so important.”

“It was an individual honor, 
but it should really honor our 
community newspapers - who 
will continue to spread the 
word and support this organi-
zation,” Jennifer added.

“What a great feeling, what 
a special feeling, to be honored 
by such an impactful organi-
zation,” said Cintron. “Seeing 
providers, non-profi t organi-
zations and businesses in the 
same place for the same im-
portant cause, really says a 

lot about the Bronx - and be-
ing honored in a room full of 
friends was the perfect combi-
nation.”

“Individuals who aren’t 
blind or visually impaired 
usually take their eyesight for 
granted - so they forget how big 
of a role eyesight plays in their 
life,” said De Luca. “It really 
warmed my heart to be recog-
nized for an award by an orga-
nization that does great work 
to assist the community. It was 
truly an honor and I hope that 
more businesses in the Bronx 
work with them so they can 
receive the recognition they 
rightfully deserve.”

VISIONS, which was incor-
porated in 1926, is a non-profi t 
rehabilitation and social ser-
vice organization whose pur-
pose is to assist people who 
are blind or visually impaired 
to lead independent and active 
lives while educating the pub-
lic to understand the capabili-
ties and needs of these individ-
uals. 

Each year, VISIONS pro-
vides programs and services to 
over 6,000 individuals in New 
York City.

See page 47 for more photos.

VISIONS hosts 23rd annual Awards Dinner

Honoree Jennifer Goodstein (l) with Donna Karlson. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Buffet Dinner

Carving Station

Dessert

$4495 $3195

$ 95

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A beloved Morris Park 

World War II veteran who 
fought to have his commu-
nity never forget our nation’s 
heroes was remembered this 
week.

Local WWII veteran and 
Bronx Veterans Museum 
founder and curator, Joseph 
Garofalo passed away last 
Sunday, March 13. He was 
95-years-old.

Born on November 15, 
1920, Garofalo grew up in the 
south Bronx near Prospect 
Avenue before enlisting into 
the armed forces.  

From 1942 to 1945, Ga-
rofalo, then 22-years-old, 
served as a petty offi cer sec-
ond class for the Navy’s Sea-
bees 121st Naval Construc-
tion Battalion attached to the 
fourth Marine division. 

During his tour, the Navy 
veteran fought and partici-
pated in three invasions in 
the South Pacifi c theater in-
cluding the battles of Saipan 
and Tinian in the Mariana 
Islands and the Battle of 
Kwajalein in the Marshall 
Islands.

Garofalo and his family moved to Mor-
ris Park in 1955 where they continue to re-
side.

An active community and American 
Legion member, Garofalo served on the 
Morris Park Community Association and 
the Knights of Columbus. 

Many years after the war, Garofalo 
felt his community was not doing enough 
to remember our nation’s veterans and 
set out with his friend of 43 years, Angelo 
Pinto, a war historian and collector, to cre-
ate the Bronx Veterans Museum.

Their efforts to fi nd a home for the mu-
seum were rejected by many businesses 
until John Dormi and Sons Funeral Home 
stepped up and graciously provided the 
space in 1999. 

The Theodore Korony American Le-
gion Post 253, Christopher DiCostanzo, 
and the funeral home’s director provided 
the funds for the museum’s build out.

Located at 1121 Morris Park Avenue, 
Dormi’s lobby houses a room-sized mu-
seum showcasing many WWII military 
artifacts donated by Garofalo, Pinto and 
other veterans and has since become a 
focal point in teaching P.S. 108 students 
about their nation’s history.

“Joe wanted this museum to teach peo-
ple about their history,” said Tony Salim-
bene, Community Board 10 second vice 
chairman.

Garofalo’s mission to establish the mu-
seum was chronicled in the Erik Spink-
directed documentary, ‘The Scavenger’ 
which is shown every year at P.S. 108’s Vet-
erans Appreciation Day Celebrations held 

in November. 
This fi lm was also featured in the 2010 

Bronx International Film Festival at Leh-
man College, Spink noted.

Charles Sperrazza, P.S. 108 principal, 
and Michael Tierney, custodian engineer 
of P.S. 157 and formerly of P.S. 108, were no-
tifi ed of their longtime friend and collabo-
rator’s passing. 

Sperrazza said he met Garofalo seven 
years ago when Tierney, a WWII histo-
rian, established a program connecting 
young students with local veterans to 
learn about history from those who expe-
rienced it fi rsthand.

 “We feel blessed that we had the oppor-
tunity to have a friend like Joe. He was a 
fi ghter and even at 95-years-old he always 
kept pushing no matter what,” Sperrazza 
said.

Sperrazza said P.S. 108 plans to honor 
Garofalo’s memory at this November’s 8th 
Annual Veterans Appreciation Day Cel-
ebration.  

In a fi tting tribute, Garofalo was waked 
on Tuesday, March 15 at Dormi and Sons 
Funeral Home and a Mass at St. Francis 
Xavier Church was held for him the next 
day.

The local WWII hero was laid to rest at 
St. Raymond’s Cemetery.

Garfalo is survived by his wife, Lil-
lian; his sons, Joseph, Jr. and James and 
his four grandchildren, Janine, Lisa, Leah 
and Ruby.

An effort to name the corner of Tomlin-
son and Morris Park avenues in his honor 
is underway.

Vets museum curator 
Garofalo passes, 95

World World II veteran, Joseph Garofalo, was an active and 
devoted American Legion member and Morris Park resi-
dent since the early 1950s. 
 Community News Group/Robert Wirsing
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NICKS DRUGS

“In my twenty years 
as a pharmacist, I’m 

happy to work for 

they take care of their 
customers.”

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist

FREE
DELIVERY

PH: 347-590-1030
We Now Accept WIC

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
The Bronx General Post Offi ce, at 

the corner of Grand Concourse and 
East 149th Street, is set to undergo 
drastic changes, and has recently be-
gun to implement the renovations.

Developers Youngwoo & Associates 
have plans to  add retail space and res-
taurants to the lower fl oors, a restau-
rant and terrace on the roof, and three 
fl oors of offi ce space in between. 

A supermarket is currently negoti-
ating a lease for ground fl oor space. 

The developer plans  to create a 
community centerpiece which would 
revitalize the mostly empty building, 
which is currently a  the United States 
Post Offi ce station serving 10451.

Construction workers broke ground 
in January, but Hollister Construction 
Services, the construction manager 
handling the renovations, has just got-
ten started. 

The core and shell of the Roosevelt-
era building is currently being reno-
vated and prepped for new offi ce space, 
retailers, and restaurants. 

“This will bring a lot of light to 

Bronx GPO conversion 
to retail space in motion

Grand Concourse, it’s a destination 
that doesn’t exist today,” said Brendan 
Murray, vice president of construction 
at Hollister.

Murray says that his team, made up 
of many Bronxites, is focusing on ren-
ovating the lobby and bringing it up to 

today’s standards, and replacing light 
fi xtures throughout the building.

“We are modernizing the system, 
and bringing upgraded electrical ser-
vice to the site,” said Murray.

This phase of the renovation is set 
to be completed by November 2016, al-
though the new space will not open to 
the public until spring of 2017.

The post offi ce will stay put, and 
will continue its activities throughout 
the entire renovation.

A separate contractor has been 
hired to renovate a small portion of 
the building’s lobby for a new post of-
fi ce. Once this space is ready, the mail 
facility will release its current space to 
Hollister so it can fi nish the fi rst fl oor 
remodeling.

Since the building is  landmarked, 
the marble fl oors throughout the 
building will not be disturbed, only re-
stored. 

Earlier this year the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission approved 
the developer’s plans to add a rooftop 
restaurant. 

The rooftop addition will feature 

polycarbonate walls. the material used 
to make I-pods.

 The historic 1930s murals that cur-
rently adorn the lobby walls  will also 
be preserved. 

The names of all restaurants, of-
fi ces, and retail stores coming into the 
location will be released once all the fi -
nal leases are signed. 

Youngwoo & Associates purchased 
the building for $19 million in 2014.

This will bring a 
lot of light to Grand 

Concourse, it’s a 
destination that doesn’t 

exist today. We are 
modernizing the system 
and bringing upgraded 
electrical service to the 

site
Brendan Murray

Brendan Murray, vice president of construc-
tion at Hollister.
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BY TONY 
SALIMBENE 

We all know 
our meeing is the 
3rd Sunday at 
American Turn-
ers, unless you get 
a phone call, no 
matter what these old piano fi ngers type!  That’s the 
20th, 11a.m.  Need to see more Auxiliary and S.A.L. 
attending!

Sad to report the passing of member Joe Garo-
folo, WW2 vet, and stuanch advocate for “remem-
bering the great wars.” Information for the time of 
services for Joe was not available at press deadline 
or ceremonies will have been concluded by the time 
this is paper is delivered to you. Check your email 
plesse.

Until next time: Thanks to those who marched 
down the avenue in support of St. Patrick’s Day, Irish 
Americans and all veterans. How ‘bout that Korony 
Post Color Guard! Take time to say a quick prayer 
for our older vets and those not doing so well.

BCA funds 
arts projects

The Bronx Council on the Arts has awarded 
$169,715 to 51 grantees of the BCA Community Arts 
Grant Artists for Community Grant and Arts Fund 
Grant. A celebration for this year’s grantees and 
their community projects will take place Wednes-
day, April 20 at Longwood Art Gallery @ Hostos. 
The celebration will begin at 5:30 p.m. and will in-
clude representatives of recipient organizations, art-
ists, local legislators, the NYS Council on the Arts, 
the NYC Department of Cultural Affairs and mem-
bers of BCA’s Board of Directors. The gallery is lo-
cated on the campus of Hostos Community College 
at 450 Grand Concourse. All are welcome to attend 
the grant ceremony. RSVP: http://bit.ly/2016CAC

Applications for the 2016-2017 grants will be 
available from the BCA beginning July. For more 
information visit the grants pages on BCA’s website 
at www.bronxarts.org.

 The BCA Community Arts Grant supports proj-
ects and activities that enable Bronx communities 
to experience and engage with the performing, lit-
erary, media and visual arts. CAG is open to Bronx-
based artists and nonprofi t organizations. 

 The BCA Artists for Community Grant is a com-
petitive arts grant program. The goals of the pro-
gram are to provide funding for artists to create 
new work in 2016, to expand the scope of local arts 
activity and the participation of professional artists 
in communities across the Bronx, and to highlight 
the role of the artist as a community resource. A 
maximum of six individuals are selected each year. 

The BCA Arts Fund Grant aims to develop 
Bronx artists and small arts organizations through 
its support of high-quality arts projects that engage 
Bronx audiences in a diverse array of artistic works 
in all disciplines, genres and styles. Bronx-based 
501c3 organizations with organizational budgets 
below $100,000 and individual artists living in the 
Bronx may apply directly to this program.   

BCA grants are made possible through the gen-
erous support of the Greater New York Arts Devel-
opment Fund of the New York City Department of 
Cultural Affairs in partnership with the New York 
City Council; and the Decentralization Program of 
the New York State Council on the Arts with the 
support of Governor Andrew Cumo and the New 
York State Legislature.

MAX
LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

800-469-6292    TTY 711 
7 days a week, 8:00 am to 8:00 pm

www.villagecaremax.org

Our Members Are 
Our #1 Priority

We are a 5-star rated 
Managed Long-Term Care Plan 

5-star overall rating based 
on the 2014 NYC Region 
MLTC Consumer Guide, 

published by the
 New York  State 

Department of Health
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert Graziosa 
has been certifi ed 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led many 
patients to live 
more happy and 
healthy lives.

B
E

FO
R

E
A

FT
E

R

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start hCG 
Weight Loss Program

LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 
20–40 lb. LIGHTER

LOSE 
½–2 lb. PER DAY

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue ♦ Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576
The new district 

manager of Commu-
nity Board 7 is look-
ing forward to make a 
positive difference in 
residents’ lives.  

Andrew Sandler 
was unanimously 
elected as Commu-
nity Board 7’s district 
manager during the 
board’s Tuesday, Janu-
ary 19 general meeting 
and officially began 
his duties on Monday, 
February 8.

He succeeds Dustin 
Engelken who an-
nounced his resigna-
tion last September af-
ter serving a year and 
a half as district man-
ager.

Engelken, who 
was appointed in May 
2014, left CB 7 in mid-
October to accompany 
his family to Europe 
after his wife took a 
position with a Frankfurt, Germany-
based multi-national company.

A Manhattan College Class of 2008 
alum, Sandler earned his Bachelor’s 
of Arts degree in political science 
which set him on the path toward a 
career in government.

Following graduation, Sandler in-
terned with Congressman Eliot Engel 
for a year.

“It was a very satisfying and in-
formative learning experience which 
gave me the tools to become success-
ful in this field,” said Sandler, adding.  

From 2008 to 2009, Sandler volun-
teered to work on former Councilman 
Oliver Koppell’s re-election campaign 
which eventually led to him being ap-
pointed as Koppell’s director of com-
munity affairs.

While working for councilman, 
Sandler dealt with city agencies on 
behalf of Koppell’s 11th Council Dis-
trict’s residents which includes CB 7.

For the past two years, Sandler 
worked with Koppell’s successor, 
Councilman Andrew Cohen as his di-
rector of community affairs and con-
stituent services. 

With six years governmental ex-
perience, Sandler oversaw many capi-
tal investment projects at Mosholu 
Parkway including Koppell’s $100,000 
funding of the energy efficient metal 
halide light system for the Bronx Vic-
tory World War I Memorial imple-

mented under Cohen, Harris Field’s 
surface remediation, Williamsbridge 
Oval Park’s renovation and Whalen 
Park’s reconstruction.

Sandler is eager to push the board’s 
interest in obtaining public access to 
Jerome Park Reservoir’s jogging trail 
as well as the Kingsbridge Armory 
becoming the Kingsbridge National 
Ice Center.  

In addition, Sandler mentioned CB 
7 concerns regarding Mosholu Park-
way’s significant flooding and eroded 
roads and infrastructure which they 
hope to secure capital funding for to 
address the situation.

“The support from Community 
Board 7 has been overwhelming fol-
lowing my appointment as district 
manager and that makes it important 
that I live up to their hopes and expec-
tations,” said Sandler.

The board has also expressed an 
interest in establishing job fairs, gen-
eral outreach sessions to entice the 
varying opinions of residents affected 
by city policies in addition to planning 
and development sessions, he said.

“Andrew is working very hard 
and he’s only been with the board for 
a little over a month,” said Adaline 
Walker-Santiago, CB7 chairwoman. 
“I’m very excited to have him work-
ing with us and we’re looking forward 
to continue working together to help 
our community’s residents.”

PROFILE
Bronx Neighbors
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New Throggs Neck Shopping Center (Bronx, NY)

www.wineliquorsuperstore.com

* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 4/1/16.

We will match printed 
prices from other NYC 

Liquor stores

Patron
Silver

$4299
750ml

1.75L is $96.67
Each with purchase

of 3 bottles

Tito’s
Vodka

$29 87
1.75l

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Wray &
Nephew

Overproof
White

$35 99
1.75l

New
Amsterdam

Vodka &
Flavored

$19 50
1.75l

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

750ml

Moet Imperial

 $3299

Korbel
Brut

Blanc de Noir

Voda
Vodka

$899
1 L

$1149
1.75l

$775
750ml

Smirnoff
Vodka

$1999
1.75l

Bacardi 
Light & Gold

$1799
1.75l

Hennessy 
VS

$6350
1.75l

Dewars
White Label

$3499
1.75l

BRING THIS AD IN

50
GET FREE POINTS 

ON REWARDS 
CLUB!

Louis Jadot 
Beaujolais

Villages

$1187
750ml

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Glenmorangie 
10 

$3564
750ml

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Johnnie 
Walker Black

$3197

$5997
750ml

Deleon 
Platinum
Tequila

On Sale
$3999

750ml

Chivas
12 Year

$5697

1.75l

With Coupon
April 1, 2016

With Coupon
April 1, 2016

With Coupon
April 1, 2016

750ml

1.75l

With Coupon
April 1, 2016

Jack
Daniels

$4297

With Coupon
April 1, 2016

1.75l $1099

With Coupon
April 1, 2016

750ml

Tito’s
Vodka

$2899

With Coupon
April 1, 2016

1.75l

Absolut
Vodka 80

$3299

With Coupon
April 1, 2016

1.75l

Jameson 
Irish Whiskey 

Chivas
18 Year

With Coupon
April 1, 2016

1.75l$109

CASH AND DEBIT SPECIALS 
WITH AD ONLY - WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Werewolf

On Sale
$533

750ml

Cabernet Sauvignon,
Pinot Noir, Merlot

On Sale
$799

750ml

Thurston Wolfe
Howling

Zinfandel

Skyy
Vodka 80

$19 99
1.75l

Baileys 
Vanilla

Cinnamon

Sale
2 BOTTLES
$3999

750ml
$2999

Cash or debit only

$5241
1.75l

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles
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The Law Offices of 
Welton K. Wisham, ESQ., CPA

Attorney, Counselor at Law & Certified Public Accountant

42 West 44th Street, New York, NY 10036-7414

Professional Tax Preparation By CPA/ Attorney

IRS Tax Representation/ Audit

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097
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New 825 Square Foot
Renovated Rehabilitation Department

RN Supervisor - FullTime/Per Diem
LPN’S - Full/Part/Per Diem

Apply: ppnhnursing@verizon.net
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Superintendent of Schools for 

the Archdiocese of New York, Dr. 
Timothy J. McNiff, announced that 
John T. Riley has been promoted to Re-
gional Superintendent for the North-
west/South Bronx region effective Au-
gust 1. Riley currently serves as the 
principal at Our Lady of Mount Car-
mel School.

 A devoted and skilled educational 
leader, Riley holds New York State cer-
tifi cations in School Administration 
and is a College Board certifi ed AP 
Spanish language teacher. He earned 
a Master’s of Science and Bachelor of 
Arts from Fordham University, where 
as an undergraduate he was a member 
of Phi Beta Kappa, the Jesuit Commu-
nity Service Outreach Programs and 
Academic Hispana. Mr. Riley was in-
strumental in the implementation of 

the highly successful Universal Pre-K 
program at OLMC and has served as 
the Regional Chair of Principals for 
West Bronx schools. 

A search is underway to replace Mr. 
Riley at Our Lady of Mount Carmel.

* * *

St. Patrick’s Nursing Home, Pas-
toral Care Department, 66 Van Cort-
landt Park South, will hold the follow-
ing Holy Week services:

Palm Sunday, Mass at 10 a.m., and 
Palms will be distributed after Mass.

Holy Thursday, no 10 a.m. Mass.  
Mass will be offered at 4 p.m.

Good Friday, no 10 a.m. Mass. Ser-
vices will be at 3 p.m.

Holy Saturday Mass at 4 p.m.
Easter Sunday, Mass at 10 a.m. 
For more information call  (718) 519-

2800.

On Tuesday March 29 Councilman 
James Vacca will be sponsoring a Met-
roCard Bus at various locations in the 
area.  

If you do not frequent subway sta-
tions or other authorized MetroCard 
sellers, you can take care of all your 
MetroCard needs at the bus, whether 
it’s applying for or refi lling a reduced-
fare MetroCard, buying or refi lling a 

regular MetroCard, or asking a Metro-
Card-related question.  

The schedule is as follows: 9 to 10:30 
a.m., in front of the Morris Park Li-
brary, 985 Morris Park Avenue; 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m., in front of Key Food at 751 
Lydig Avenue; and 1:30 to 3 p.m., in front 
TD Bank at 3755 E Tremont Avenue. 

For more information, call Vacca’s 
offi ce at (718) 931-1721

MetroCard schedules stops

Archdiocese promotes Riley 
to Regional Superintendent

(Left) Frankie, a 9 month of cat, gets along with cats and dogs. (striped cat).
(Right) Persueus, 3 years old, born with a deformed foot but gets around fi ne.  Good 

with kids, dogs, cats. (white with gray).
If you are intersted in adopting any of these pets, email newbeginninganimalres-

cue@gmail.com or call 347-691-3282. New Beginning Animal Rescue is located at 2515 
Newbold Avenue.

UP FOR ADOPTION
Cleaning Completed By 4/15/16

Promo Code: 30NP

$30 OFF
ANY CLEANING SERVICE

Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Must present promo code at time 
of service. Valid at participating locations only. Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. 
Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

BEYOND CARPET CLEANING
CARPET  |  TILE & GROUT  |  HARDWOOD  |  UPHOLSTERY

24 HOUR EMERGENCY WATER SERVICES
1-800-STEEMER®  |  stanleysteemer.com

VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org
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Since being founded in 1973, Children’s Corner has grown from one 
center to multiple child care centers, providing quality and afford-
able childcare for working parents. Their most recent location is at 
1776 Eastchester Road in the Bronx at the Hutchinson Metro Center 
Atrium. Children’s Corner caters to the need of working parents by 
providing year round full-time, part-time, and backup care in Infant, 
Toddler, and Preschool programs. The children are divided into 
groups according to developmental age, ranging from 6 weeks to 5 
years of age. The Preschool program concentrates on fostering ini-
tiative, creativity, and thinking skills through a program of activities 
that will enhance a child’s abilities to communicate, solve problems, 
practice interpersonal social skills, and imagine experiences for 
themselves with self-confi dence. Supervision, care, and education 
are provided by carefully selected staff members. Each classroom 
is headed by a teacher who has specialized in Early Childhood edu-
cation and has experience with the appropriate age group.

Toddler Group (Two Years Old) Children’s Corner primary con-
cern in this age group is to make these little ones feel secure, im-
portant, loved, and happy in a group situation. They believed this 
is achieved by a shared, cooperative play space program under 
the direct supervision of qualifi ed caregivers. Unit areas of focus in 
the Toddler group include language development, life awareness, 
exercise, small and large muscle development, music, dance, story 
time, art, free play, and creative play.

Preschool Group (Three Years Old) In this age group, children 
are now establishing a more defi nite sense of themselves in rela-
tion to others. They are becoming more verbal and autonomous, 
and the value of group play comes into clear focus. Unit areas of 
focus in the Preschool group include circle time, socialization readi-
ness, academic enrichment, reading readiness, number concepts, 
pre-writing skills, music and rhymes, movement in dance and ex-
ercise, small muscle play (books, puzzles), large muscle play, arts 
and crafts, story time, and creative and dramatic play.

Pre-Kindergarten Group (Four Years Old) Children in the Pre-
Kindergarten group have integrated the desire of individuality (Tod-
dler group) with the interest in socialization (Preschool group). Now 
they have greater self-control and ingenuity, creative and dramatic 
play is more complex, and they want to be more autonomous in 
expanding areas where they can be independent decision makers. 
This group has become well-rounded little people on their way to 
conquering the world. 
Children’s Corner’s schedule consists primarily of major bank holi-
days and they not close for weeklong intervals. They have an open 
door policy, allowing access and interaction with your child at your 
convenience. 

To get more information, call us at (800)-879-4528 or you can visit 
our website at www.childrenscornergroup.com. 

ADVERTORIAL
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18th Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s Paradet. Patrick’s Parade 

(1) (l-r) Fr. Edward Norton, St. Benedict Church pastor; Senator Jeff Klein; Councilman James Vacca; grand mar-
shals Noreen and Dave Kilkenny with their daughter Mary, honored clergy Fr. Devron, 45th Precinct commanding 
offi cer Danielle Raia; Thomas Messina, representing Congressman Joseph Crowley; James McQuade, Schuyler 
Hill Funeral Home director and Joseph McManus, Bronx Democratic Committee vice chairman. 
 All photos by Laura Stone

(2) (l-r) Joseph McManus; Senator Jeff Klein; Thomas Messina; Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; Councilman 
James Vacca; Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj; Aleksander Nilaj, Albanian American Open Hand Association director; 
Andrea Siegel, Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association president and John Marano, Community Board 10 fi rst 
vice chairman with his son, Andrew.

4

(3) Members of the FDNY Emerald Society Pipes and Drums march down East Tremont Avenue.

(4) Members of the FDNY Emergency Medical Service Pipes and Drums.

(5) (l-r) Friends Denise Carney, Carol Washington and Lorraine Pagan enjoy the festivities.

(6) Molly and Ruby Simpson dressed up as fairies from the Emerald Isle.

Held four days before the Feast of St. Patrick, the 18th annual Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s Day Parade had Bronxites 
cheering ‘Erin go braugh’ this past Sunday, March 13. The annual Bronx parade began at noon with many march-
ing groups and bands stepping off at Lafayette Avenue and traveling down East Tremont Avenue before stopping 
briefl y at the Harding Avenue reviewing stand as thousands of ecstatic spectators lined the route cheering 
them onward.  Prior to the parade, local elected offi cials attended a Mass and afterwards served breakfast at a 
customary event held inside Fr. Albert Hall of St. Benedict Church.  This year’s 2016 grand marshals, David and 
Noreen Kilkenny, community activists and Gaelic football enthusiasts and honored clergy Fr. Christopher Devron, 
Fordham Prep president, were introduced.

(7) ‘Wee little leprechaun’ Finn Featherstone enjoyed watching the parade procession.

(8) Silver Beach natives Gigi and Tammy Ardison were dressed for the occasion.

(9) Firefi ghter Kevin Donovan proposed to his fi ancée, Amanda Parisi at Sunday’s parade.

10

(10) Legions of spectators stood by the Wicked Wolf to view the annual neighborhood parade

11 12

13 14

(11) Robert Feliciano wore his St. Patrick’s Day best to the parade.

(12) Throggs Neck’s Cody O’Brien colorfully displays his Irish pride.

(13) Mia and Colin Medrano from Throggs Neck celebrated the parade in fl ashy Hibernian style.

(14) Throggs Neck residents Dina Meindo (r), her son, Garrett and Nina Power were delighted to attend this 
year’s parade.
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LDR Studio Gallery held its closing reception 
featuring ‘The Rise of the S.B.X. Artists’ on 
Wednesday, March 2.  “Through this era of 
gentrifi cation and political undermining, our 
struggle motivated this exhibition,” said Luis 
D. Rosado, who curated the exhibit. The show 
was inspired by Dadaism and Surrealism.
   Above,  Luis Rosado stands between two of 
his works. Silvio J. Pacifi co

LDR STUDIO HOLDS
 CLOSING RECEPTION

Miguel Santana, Jr., who makes dentures, 
examines the choppers on this artpiece. 
 Silvio J. Pacifi co

The Archdiocese of New York invited children’s entertainment 
star, Mr. Marc visit Holy Cross Elementary School on Wednesday, 
February 24 to address students on the importance of healthy 
lifestyle choices and being physically active.  Mr. Marc, is the star 
of the Archdiocese’s ‘Adventure to Fitness’ online program which 
gets kids moving, learning and having fun during the school day.

CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT STAR VISITS SCHOOL

(l-r) Nelson Ayala, HCES physical education teacher; Ernie 
Zalamea, HCES principal; Mr. Marc, Adventures to Fitness star; 
Thomas Smith, Child Nutrition for the Archdiocese director and 
Michael Rhattigan, Adventures to Fitness CEO. Photo by Edwin Soto

(Above) Holy Cross Elementary School students make tracks in-
side of their school gymnasium. Photo by Edwin Soto

Councilman Ritchie Torres visited the third 
annual Middle School Quality Initiative De-
bate Tournament at M.S. 45 on Monday, March 
7.  The councilman shared words of strength 
and encouragement with the 275 participat-
ing youth. The debate tournament is hosted 
by the NYC Department of Education, MSQI 
and New York City Urban Debate League. 

TORRES
VISITS DEBATE
COMPETITION

Councilman Torres visited with the debate 
team at the tournament. 
 Photo courtesy of Middle School Quality Initiative

On Thursday, March 10, Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. hosted over 50 New York State 
court offi cers, thanking Major Michael C. Senese for the great work his team does and rec-
ognized court offi cers Rodolfo Hernandez and Brian Bishop, for capturing an alleged murder 
suspect at the McDonalds on 161st Street, across from Yankee Stadium.

BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT DIAZ
HONORS COURT OFFICERS

(l-r) Chief Joseph Baccellieri, Jr., commanding offi cer/chief of Training, NYS Court Offi cers 
Academy; police offi cer Rodolfo Hernandez; Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.  and police 
offi cer Brian Bishop Offi ce of Ruben Diaz Jr.
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

MARCH
“PUCKER”

MADNESS!

Have your lips fi lled 
and a friend pays

1/2 PRICE!
BD Members: 
ENJOY OUR 

BOTOX SPECIAL

$50 OFF 
your next treatment of 
20 units or more and 

earn points!
New BD members 

welcome!

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue ♦ Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

YORKIE MONTH SPECIAL - FREE TOOTHBRUSHING

“Jellybean”
Jellybean is 4 years old. 
Her birthday is January 
22nd 2012. She loves 
everyone and is very 
playful, affectionate & 
energetic

YORKIE MONTH

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 18-24, 2016 41  BTR

See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House.

Let Us Sell Your Home
Distinguished Homes & Properties

Phone: 718-684-1411 Cell: 917-957-6800
3602 E Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465

Larry “Large” Weinstein

Top Producer

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND THREE 
BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

1300 sqft Rental Space - $4500 Neg.
2500 sqft Rental Space - $6500 Neg.

Offi ce/Retail Space - Starting at $800/Month

TREMONT AVENUE - GREAT FOOT, CAR AND BUS TRAFFIC

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

COMMERCIAL SPACE

APARTMENTS WANTED

Pre-purchase Tickets and SAVE 

$25 Admission Fee  ▪ $ 30 at the Door 
 

   Includes 9 Bingo Games (3 games per sheet)  &  ONE Finale Game  
Extra  Card packages available (3 games per sheet) $10 per package 

 
Tons of fabulous basket prizes!!!! 

 
BYOF (bring your own food) 

BYOB (bring your own beverage)  
50/50 Raffle 

For ticket sales and information please call or text (347) 949-1534.   
Tickets will be sold, first come first serve. 

(All proceeds go toward the Class of 2016 Yearbook Committee)  

VMA Yearbook Committee Presents 

Friday, March 11, 2016 @ 8PM  
At the Villa Maria Academy Cafeteria 

3335 Country Club Road 
(Doors open at 7:30pm)  

Home Of The

Bring your Friends & Family for an ADULTS ONLY Event

VMA FALCONS

METRO CUSTOM PRINTING
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602-B E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

COMING SOON

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

GRAND OPENING

Stylist: Jen  Barber: Jay

50% OFF
First Service
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COMMUNITY
CHIROPRATIC

of Throggs Neck

Kenneth P. Gonoud D.C.

Trigger Point Injections

We Treat:
Acute and Chronic Pain, Back and Neck Pain

Headaches and Migraines, Sciatica and Pinched Nerves
Arthritis, Knee and Shoulder Pain

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

Financial

Harold Greenway or Justina Douwes / Allstate Financial Services

55 Water St. New York, NY 10004
1 (888) 345–8881 Ext 1 or (646) 405–7488 | allstateaccmgt@gmx.com

stateaccmgt@gmx.comCALL 1 (888) 345–8881

Personal loan Solutions to fi t your needs.
Lowest affordable rates.
One Flexible Monthly payment.
All outstanding debts.
Borrow what you need. 
Bad Credit OK. No Application fees.

 

Reusable the Musical
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The 7th Annual Mommy To Bee 
Expo  is taking place on Sunday, April 
3, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Villa Ma-
ria Academy. Hundreds of guests will 
attend - including moms, dads, grand-
parents, aunts, uncle and children. 
All are welcome to shop, mingle and 
have fun!

Expectant moms, new moms and 
experienced moms will all enjoy shop-
ping, lunch, yoga, massages and of 
course essential products and edu-
cation for expectant moms, infants 
and toddlers. Everything from new-
born care, childcare, pregnancy and 
healthcare, to baby products, nutri-
tion, apparel and accessories, new 
baby gear, breastfeeding, insurance, 
photography, fi nancial planning, and 
more. In addition, the conference pro-
gram will educate new parents on 
how to prepare for their growing fam-
ilies. Moms will enter to win amazing 
prizes such as free cord blood banking 
from Cord Blood Registry - a gift val-
ued at $1650, baby gear from Babies R 
Us, Newborn Photography Sessions, 
gift baskets and so much more. There 
will also be vendors selling products 
and catering to moms with pre-natal 
massages, jewelry, nail and spa ser-
vices, and more.

The expo will contain music, danc-
ing and entertainment by Don’t Stop 
the Music. The program will kick-off 

with a Mommy & Me activity led by 
Confetti Kids, which will encourage 
children to come up on stage and have 
some fun, while dancing with mom. 
Children will then enjoy face-painting 
and other fun activities with Elmo and 
Cookie Monster.  The Conference Pro-
gram starts at noon with important 
topics like ‘The Importance of Bank-
ing your Baby’s Cord Blood’ by Mark 
L. de Fazio, MD of de Fazio Obstetric 
& Gynecology,  followed by a guest ap-
pearance and performance by  Rhina 
Valentin of La Reina Del Barrio, Inc. 
and BronxNet Television.

Tickets to the event also include  
hot lunch  provided by Applebee’s and 
non-alcoholic Mocktails provided by 
Cocktails and Chocolate. Guest will 
have access to 35+ vendors and spon-
sors, plenty of shopping, child safety 
ID by the NYPD, a fully loaded baby 
shower gift bag, and a chance to win 
one of 20 amazing prizes. Register in 
advance at http://7thmommytobeeny.
eventbrite.com, to save on your ticket 
price and gain faster access to the 
expo.

This event is made possible by 
sponsors: Applebee’s, Cord Blood 
Registry, Babies R Us, Nurturing 
NICU Moms, Urban Health Plan, Con-
fetti Kids, Don’t Stop the Music, Fi-
delis Care, Cavallo & Cavallo Attor-
neys, Once Upon a Child Scarsdale, 

ShoptheBronx, Bronx Mama, NYPD, 
and more.

This exciting event will include 
shopping and giveaways from many 
vendors, such as NY Life, Scentsy, 
Happy Family, Jessie Marrero Pho-
tography, Origami Owl, the MJ Treat-
ment, Total Life Changes, Absolute 
Baby, BJ’s Wholesale Club, Bronx 
Community Health Network, Bronx-
ini Yoga, Green Mountain Energy, 
National Latina Institute for Repro-
ductive Health, Ridgewood Savings 
Bank, Morris Heights Health Center, 
Studio Jewelers, Tupperware, Peche, 
and many more.

For more information visit Face-
book.com/MommyToBeeNY.

Event contact: Marie Musacchio, 
(917) 816-0872, marie@masmarket-
ingnycom.

* * *

Upcoming Wave Hill events: 
Saturday, March 26; Sunday, 

March 27: Family Art Project: tree-
ring mandalas: As trees grow, they 
produce a new ring of visible growth 
each year, creating a history of their 
life span in an emanating pattern, 
like a mandala. Count the years of 
your own life, and use special papers 
and natural materials to create your 
own mandala, with a unique ring for 
each of your years. 

Saturday, March 26: Spring Basket 

Demo: Join Shop staff for informal, 
drop-in workshops in the Courtyard 
of The Shop, and learn how to design 
sweet seasonal centerpieces for your 
spring table, including plants and 
decorative elements available for pur-
chase.

Saturday, March 26: Garden & 
Conservatory Highlights Walk: Join 
in  for an hour-long tour of seasonal 
garden highlights. Free, and admis-
sion to the grounds is free until noon.

Saturday, March 26: Winter Work-
space Open Studios: This winter, 
Glyndor Gallery is transformed again 
into studio spaces for artists to de-
velop new work and offer opportuni-
ties for public interaction in the con-
text of the garden. Individual artists 
share their studio practice with the 
public on this open studio day. The 
artists in the second session of this 
year’s Winter Workshop Program are 
Sindy Butz, Maia Cruz Palileo, Chad 
Stayrook and Seldon Yuan, as well as 
2016 Van Lier Visual Artist Fellows 
Doreen Garner and Ariel Jackson. 

Sunday, March 27: Garden & Con-
servatory Highlights Walk: Join in 
for an hour-long tour of seasonal gar-
den highlights. Free with admission 
to the grounds.

Wave Hill is located at 675 West 
252nd Street. For more information 
call  (718) 549-3200 ext. 232.

7th Annual Mommy To Bee Expo April 3rd

The Pelham Bay Library 
at 3060 Middletown Road  is 
hosting a free income tax 
workshop on Saturday, April 

Free income tax workshop at Pelham Bay Library
2 at 2 pm. 

Presented by tax profes-
sionals from H&R Block, 
“Understanding the US Tax 

System” will answer any-
one’s questions on tax prep, 
amended returns, tax plan-
ning,  and info on how the 

new health care laws will af-
fect tax returns.

The program is free to all 
and subject to cancellation 

without notice. 
Call the library at  (718) 

792-6744 for further informa-
tion.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593

BY MICHAEL P. MCNERNEY
This past Sunday, March 

13, we once again partook in 
the annual Throggs Neck St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade. As al-
ways, we had a wonderful 
time marching down the cen-
ter of East Tremont Avenue, 
both seeing and being seen. 
We commend the Throggs 
Neck Benevolent Association 
and their parade committee 
for another successful event 
that continues to pack in the 
crowd.

As the weather warms up, 
so do crime spikes in our city. 
Let’s remain forever vigilant 
when it comes to protecting 
our families, our homes, and 
our properties. Reports have 
come in to the association re-
garding perpetrators who are 
entering in to our area via 
foot, bicycle, and/or motor ve-

hicle. They typically appear in 
the early morning hours, and 
their intentions are to steal 
from your vehicles and from 
your property. Their average 
age is from the early teens to 
early 20s, male, and are of var-
ious races. We have always, 
and will always request that 
local law enforcement pro-
vide added patrols at that time 
of day to help combat these 
crimes. We thank the police 
for their attention, and look 
forward to even stronger en-
forcement in the future. Our 
Grievance Committee has be-
gun an open line of communi-
cation with The 45th Precinct 
on a much more regular basis. 
We are providing the police as 
much information as we can 
regarding criminal matters, 
and we are looking forward to 
any information they can pro-

vide to us in return. 
Many local residents have 

begun utilizing social media 
to spread information amongst 
neighbors regarding certain 
crime trends. This form of in-
telligence sharing can prove 
positive, but must not become 
a sole source of reporting. Re-
member, when you see some-
thing, say something. Pick up 
the phone and dial 911. In or-
der for the police to do their 
jobs, their must be some com-
mitment on your end. Consid-
ering this festive St. Patrick’s 
Day season, 

I think of how Irish states-
man and philosopher Edmund 
Burke once stated, “The only 
thing necessary for the tri-
umph of evil is for good men to 
do nothing.” That quote rang 
true in 1770, and it still rings 
true today. Do as much as you 
can, whenever you can, for as 
long as you can. Your commit-
ment to your community has 
a direct impact on your fam-
ily, home life, and the value of 
your real estate investment. 
Therefore protect it!

On behalf of the CCCA 
Membership Committee, I 
would like to thank all those 
who have renewed their mem-
bership in such a timely man-
ner. 

Our dues are only $15 a 
year, cover the cost of having 
this paper sent to your home, 
help us fund various commu-

nal activities throughout the 
year, and allow us to make 
necessary purchases for the 
continued success of our orga-
nization. 

If you have not yet renewed 
your membership, please do so 
at this time. Checks could be 
made out to The Country Club 
Civic Association, and sent to 
the address below.  

Please attend our next 
meeting which is scheduled 
for Wednesday, March 23, at 
7:30 p.m.. The meeting loca-
tion is the Villa Maria Acad-
emy Cafeteria.  

The association can be 
reached via mail at P.O. Box 
211, Bronx, NY 10465, and via 
telephone at (718) 823-1814. 

Please remember, “Take 
pride in your community; 
your home extends beyond 
your property line!”



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 18-24, 2016 45  BTR



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 18-24, 201646    BTR

 A Con Edison researcher 
from the Bronx won presti-
gious recognition for fi ndings 
that will help the utility indus-
try continue to provide cus-
tomers with reliable electrical 
service.

Eric Remolona, an engi-
neer in System and Transmis-
sion Operations, was one of 
ten Con Edison engineers to 
receive the Technology Trans-
fer Award from the Electric 
Power Research Institute, a 

national energy research or-
ganization.

“Electricity plays a greater, 
more crucial role in American 
life than ever before,” said 
Craig S. Ivey, the president of 
Con Edison. “Our security, 
economy and quality of life all 
depend on safe, reliable power. 
The fi ndings our research-
ers have made with EPRI will 
help utilities provide the high-
quality service customers 
need.”

Remolona, a Con Edison 
employee since 2004, was a 
member of a team that con-
ducted research to help utili-
ties protect their equipment 
from solar storms, or geomag-
netic disturbances.

Solar storms release clouds 
of charged particles from the 
sun. Those particles can inter-
act with the earth’s magnetic 
fi eld and cause electromag-
netic interference on electri-
cal equipment. While a typi-

Con Edison salutes Bronx researcher
cal solar storm may cause no 
impact, a large-scale storm 
can damage equipment like 
transformers and cause power 
problems, including a black-
out, over a large area.

Con Edison’s researchers 
worked with EPRI to study how 
electrical systems are likely to 
respond to solar storms and 
how utilities can upgrade 
their systems to ensure reli-
ability and protect equipment 
during these events. ERIC REMOLONA

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
We have two new mem-

bers, Ismael Quiles who is ac-
tive Air Force and Stephen 
R. Cromer who served in the 
Army and is an Afghanistan 
vet. Welcome to you both.

The Blessing of the Colors 
will take place in May. Date 
place and time TBA. 

The Kingsbridge VA Hospi-
tal has installed an answering 
machine.

Assemblyman Michael Den 

Dekker is the new state veter-
an’s advocate, replacing As-
semblyman Benedetto. He can 
be reached at (718) 457-0384.

Our next member meeting 
is on Saturday, April 2, at 1 
p.m. here at the post. Come on 
out as we are putting together 
a slate of names for election to 
post offi cers.

Thanks to the Transit Pip-
ers for taking the old unser-
viceable fl ags out to Alpine 
Scout Camp for disposal. We 
collected hundreds from the 

surrounding neighborhood. 
We will be doing this again in 
June around Flag Day. Stay 
tuned to this column for fur-
ther details.

The Grave side Flags will 
be replaced around Memorial 

Day. You volunteers stand by. 
We do St. Raymond’s Cem-
etery and St. Peter’s Church-
yard. 

Our collection of non-per-
ishables food stuffs, clothing, 
eye glasses, hearing aids and 
cell phones is ongoing. If the 
post is closed, leave items in-
side the gate on the Ericson 
Place side of the post.

Trivia Time!!
General Mac Arthur said 

“I shall return”on March 11, 
1942.

On the same date in 2011, 
Japan experienced an earth-
quake and Tsunami.

The Girl Scouts originally 
‘Girls Guides’ was founded on 
March 12, 1912.

Eli Whitney patented his 
Cotton Gin on March 14, 1794. 
I’m an advocate of another 
type of gin.

West Point opened on 
March 16, 1802.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, hug a vet and God 
bless.

BY STEVEN GLOSSER
 AND LOUIS G. LUTNICK

On Tuesday, March 8 the Pel-
ham Parkway Neighborhood 
Association held its monthly 
general meeting. We had a de-
cent turnout for our invited 
guests, director of Government 
and Community Affairs for the 
Bronx Zoo Rosemary DeLuca 
and from the Botanical Gar-
den director of Government 
Relations Elizabeth Figueroa 
and director of Government 
and Community Affairs Eric 
Henry. Both the Botanical Gar-
den and Bronx Zoo have been 
institutions in our community 
for over a hundred years which 
is why the PPNA felt it would be 
an honor to learn about some of 
the events that both establish-
ments will have.

The big news the Botanical 
Garden had was with regards 
to their little used entrance on 
Waring Avenue. It goes over 
the highway right into the Bo-
tanical Garden. The gate is 
known as Gate 5 and will unfor-
tunately be closed until March 
2017 while it is renovated.  

Henry went over some 
events that are happening in 
the near future. Currently they 
are having an Orchid show, 
running until April 17, which 
includes an evening show from 
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. They are also 
having a 125th anniversary cel-
ebrations running until July of 
this year.  Some future events 

outlined include a celebra-
tion of Earth Day on April 22, 
a Mother’s Day Garden Party 
on Mother’s Day weekend, a 
special Rose Garden weekend 
on June 4 and 5, and later in 
the year their popular Holi-
day Train Show starting on 
November 17. For other future 
events check out the Botani-
cal Garden’s website at: http://
www.nybg.org/.

The Bronx Zoo also talked 
about their current programs 
and future programs. Cur-
rently this month the zoo will 
have an Easter celebration 
running the weekend start-
ing March 26. In celebration of 
Earth Day on April 20 the zoo 
will have a special event fi lled 
with environmental themes.  
On April 30 the zoo will have 
their Run for the Wild event, 
which will allow participants 
to race in support of animal 
preservation. The day will also 
have other events, for more info 
check out the Bronx Zoo’s web-
site. For other future events 
check out the Bronx Zoo’s web-
site at: http://bronxzoo.com/.

The big subject that came 
up during the meeting was the 
new IDNYC card and how it 
can be used at both the Bronx 
Zoo and Botanical Garden. 
First you can fi nd out how and 
where to apply for the card 
at http://www1.nyc.gov/site/
idnyc/card/how-to-apply.page. 
Once you have the card you 

can use it at the Botanical Gar-
den for a New York Botanical 
Garden Community Grounds 
Membership for an individual 
or family which provides year-
round admission to the garden 
grounds which includes access 
to over 40 specialty gardens 
and historic collections includ-
ing the Family Garden, Azalea 
Garden, Rose Garden, Lilac 
Garden, Home Gardening Cen-
ter, Perennial Garden, Herb 
Garden, the Conifer Arbore-
tum and Seasonal Walk, just to 
name a few. 

As far as the Wildlife Con-
servatory (which includes the 
Bronx Zoo) you can use the 
card for free general admis-
sion for one adult to the Bronx 
Zoo, Central Park Zoo, Pros-
pect Park Zoo and Queens Zoo, 
a10% discount at select gift 
shops and restaurants at the 
Bronx Zoo and Central Park 
Zoo, discounts on education 
programs and courses, invi-
tations to members’ evenings 
and free e-newsletters. 

The IDNYC card also has 
other benefi ts for New York-
ers, you can read more about 
it at http://www1.nyc.gov/site/

idnyc/benefi ts/benefi ts.page.
Some other interesting tid-

bits from the meeting included 
the distributing of applications 
for a free credit report compli-
ments of the PPNA and a 2016 
alternative side parking calen-
dar given out courtesy of Coun-
cilman James Vacca’s offi ce. In 
addition NYC Comptroller Scott 
Stringer is holding a town hall 
meeting on Thursday March 
31  6:30 p.m. at Bronx House in 
order to discuss some commu-
nity concerns. It will be a great 
opportunity to discuss some is-
sues we have in the neighbor-
hood. Also there will be an in-
stallation of gym equipment in 
Bronx Park through the efforts 
of Councilman Vacca.

On March 12 the PPNA was 
proud to attend Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj’s Women of Dis-
tinction Breakfast. The break-
fast celebrated six woman and 
their contributions to our great 
borough. In particular acting 
PPNA chairperson Andrea 
Siegel was one of the honorees. 
The PPNA is proud to congrat-
ulate Ms. Siegel on this well-de-
served honor. We know all the 
great things she does with re-
gards not only to the PPNA but 
her other positions in our com-
munity.

The PPNA would like to re-
mind everyone that in June 
of this year we will be having 
an election to fi ll the 5 posi-
tions that make up our execu-

tive board. In order to run and 
vote in the elections one must 
be a member in good standing, 
meaning attending at least four 
meetings before June and pay-
ing membership dues before 
June as well. 

Nominations will be in May, 
and in order to nominate some-
one you must have paid your 
membership dues and attended 
four meetings before May. At-
tendance is defi ned as signing 
our sign in sheets. In our April 
meeting we will have our atten-
dance records and our payment 
due records for anyone who has 
questions.

The PPNA would like to 
thank our guests for March 
and all members who attended 
our meeting. In particular the 
PPNA would like to send a spe-
cial thanks to Shirelle Gard-
ner from Apple Bank on White 
Plains Road for graciously do-
nating the refreshments that 
were distributed during the 
meeting. It means a lot when 
businesses support the com-
munity which supports them. 

Next month on Tuesday, 
April 12 our guest will be from 
the NYC Department of Parks 
and Recreation, Bronx Parks 
manager Anthony Bromell. 
The Pelham Parkway Neigh-
borhood Association works 
around the clock and year 
round to improve the quality 
of life in the Pelham Parkway 
community.
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Serving the blind and visually impaired since 1926, the Visions Bronx Advisory Board held its 23rd annual dinner and awards ceremony last Thursday, March 10 at Tosca 
Marquee.  Last week’s prestigious awards ceremony honored community leaders and innovators for their various contributions to our borough.  This year’s distinguished 
honorees included Marlene Cintron, Bronx Overall Economic Development Corporation president; Jennifer and Les Goodstein, Community News Group owners; Chuck Cohen, 
C TECH Low Vision Solutions president; Toba LaCrown, Bronx Rotary Club president; Rosemary DeLuca, Wildlife Conservation Society assistant director and Laurie Munro, NYS 
Commission for the Blind, coordinator of children’s services.
      (Above) (l-r) Honorees Rosemary DeLuca; Marlene Cintron; Toba LaCrown; Laurie Munro; Jennifer Goodstein; Mary Miller, Visions executive director and CEO and honoree 
Chuck Cohen. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

visions
services for the blind and visually impaired

23rd Annual Dinner and Awards Ceremony

(back, l-r) Leonard Vigliotti, Bronx Times account executive; Ralph D’Onofrio, CNG ad-
vertisting vice president; Laura Guerriero, Bronx Times publisher; honorees Les and 
Jennifer Goodstein, CNG owners; John Collazzi, Bronx Times editor; (front, l-r) Donna 
Wilson, Bronx Times administrative assistant and reporters Steven Goodstein, Madeline 
Anthony, Robert Wirsing and Patrick Rocchio, Bronx Times assignment editor.

LaCrown (l) and Miguel Santiago, 
Bronx Rotary Club board of directors 
president, present Miller a check to 
help Visions continue its work.

Brandy Pinder, a Visions benefi ciary and 
success story, gave an inspiration address 
before the audience.

Gianna Dell’Olio (l), BronxWorks director of ad-
vancement and communications, with John Bon-
izio, Westchester Square Business Improvement 
District chairman and honoree Rosemary DeLuca 
during the ceremony.

Lisa Sorin (l), Westchester Square Business Improvement District with 
executive director, Gary Axelbank, BronxTalk host and Wilma Alonso, 
Fordham Road Business Improvement District executive director last 
Thursday.
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TOM ALLON

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

A mom just bought a toy 
for her 2-year-old that 
signals to pedophiles 

that the girl is ready to be 
traded for sex.

Wait, what?
I’d repeat it, but it still 

wouldn’t make any sense. And 
yet, this modern-day myth 
has gone viral, showing up 
on Headline News, AOL, local 
media, and, of course, it is all 
over Facebook. One mom there 
lamented, “I did not know that 
pedophiles have their own in-
sidious silent language that is 
infi ltrating society through 
pretty pink images … which 
signal to other pedophiles the 
child can be traded.”

Do we really live in that 
kind of hell for kids? 

The story — such as it is — 
involves a Florida mom who 
bought a pink plush truck 
for her daughter at a monster 
truck rally down there. Some-
how ( the original WFLA–TV 
reporter never tells us how ), 
the mom came to believe that 
the “heart-within-a-heart” 
logo on the toy is a code pedo-
philes use. 

I should mention that the 
“heart-within-a-heart” logo is 
also the logo you see on  Good 
Humor ice cream bars . Oh, and 
it is also what you see when 
your barrista has mastered the 
art of making a  heart in your 
cappuccino foam.  

And yet, using a garbled 
mishmash of horror and hys-
teria, the television reporter 
told viewers that because of 
that heart logo, the toy “held 
a sick secret; a disgusting 
calling card for creeps.” And 
now, “When a pedophile sees 
children with the heart sym-
bol, it’s a code meaning that 
child is ready to be traded for 
sex.”

While presenting zero evi-
dence that the world works like 
this, the reporter then inter-
viewed the mom, who seemed 
as distraught as if her child 
had just narrowly escaped the 
clutches of  Cropsey . 

“I’m absolutely sick!” she 
cried. “This is pink! This is for 
little girls, especially at a pre-
dominantly male event.”

So does the mom think 
the “male event” deliberately 

stocked up on pink toys that so 
that unwitting parents would 
buy them? And that predators 
would see the symbol, and go, 
“Look! A heart on a toy. This 
mom must be willing to sell 
her child into sex slavery!”? 
And then what? Would she feel 
obligated to trade her kid for 
cash because that’s how the 
system works? 

I can’t stop marveling at 
this “news” story, because it 
shows that we are so obsessed 
with the fear of predators — 
or at least news editors are so 
obsessed with feeding us these 

stories — that we never even 
stop to say, “Wait, what?” 

For a dose of actual facts, I 
dropped a line to David Finkel-
hor, head of the Crimes Against 
Children Research Center at 
the University of New Hamp-
shire. 

“I can’t reassure you that 
there isn’t some lonely pedo-
phile club somewhere that has 
decided to make a logo,” he 
wrote back. And it is true, in 
trying to fi nd whether there 
was anything, anywhere, that 
could suggest even a scin-
tilla of justifi cation for the 
story, I learned there was one 
lone government fi le, written 
about 10 years ago (and played 
up in an episode of “Law & Or-
der SVU,” of course), that sug-
gested pedophiles might wear 
logos that indicated their 
leanings. 

“But,” Finkelhor added, 
“what is certainly true is that 
pedophiles would not simply 
decide to pick a victim based on 
carrying an item with a logo. 
No one should worry about the 
logo being dangerous for their 
kids.”

But that is the problem. 
We are worried all the 

time about this least likely 
of crimes: Stranger-danger. 
Christie Barnes, author of 
“The Paranoid Parents Guide,” 
found that the very top worry 
of parents is kidnappings. (and 
number four is “dangerous 
strangers”). This fear haunts 
us even though our crime rate 
is the lowest it has been in de-
cades. It haunts us even though 
we know that when it comes to 
crimes against children, the 
vast majority are committed 
not by strangers, but trusted 
adults.

When stories like this fan 
the fl ames of predator panic, 
we get a population ever more 
obsessed with sex offenders, 
ever more demanding of po-
lice protection, and ever more 
convinced that their kids are 
in constant danger, even from 
a plush toy. 

Here’s the real news: 
They’re not.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and author and 
founder of the book and blog 
Free-Range Kids. 

Beware the double-heart mark of the sex fi end

We are living in an age 
of rapid technological 
innovation. How to 

properly utilize some of these 
new tools is one of the great-
est challenges we face. Clearly, 
much of these advances have 
enhanced our ability to com-
municate, our quality of lives, 
our productivity.

But like all good things, we 
must learn to moderate our use 
of technology, lest it become an 
addiction or a crutch or an ex-
cuse to disengage from human 
contact.

At fi rst, I thought Facebook 
was a big time-suck for my kids. 
But tather than oppose them, I 
joined them, and today I prob-
ably spend more time on Face-
book than my three teenagers 
combined while they moved on 
to cooler platforms, like Snap-
chat. Meanwhile, I utilize Fa-
cebook to reconnect with old 
high-school friends and occa-
sionally post a cute shot of one 
of our cats with some sarcastic 
political commentary.

New technologies such as 
Netfl ix and on-demand video 
means we no longer have to 
rush home to watch our favor-
ite television shows. The ABC 
Thursday night lineup is an 
anachronism because I can 
watch those shows just as eas-

My love-hate relationship with the map tech
ily on a Saturday afternoon.
Network television only ex-
ists to televise sport events 
— it would be anticlimactic to 
watch the Super Bowl days af-
ter the game.

Smartphones provide the 
world in your front pocket. 
They offer you all your con-
tacts (like the old-fashioned 
Rolodex), your schedule (day 
calendar), maps and direc-
tions (the portable atlas), a 
web browser (encyclopedias 
on steroids), and so much 
more. The smartphone is 
probably the most revolution-
ary invention since Bell fi rst 
called Watson.

Probably the most intrigu-
ing invention is the modern 
global positioning system. I 
have to make a confession: I 
am direction-challenged. I can 
travel the same route dozens of 
times in a car and I still will 
not be able to tell you the route. 
Below 14th Street in Manhat-
tan, a neighborhood I called 
home for half a decade, is still 
a maze of oddly named streets 
and avenues that baffl e me.

I have always found navi-
gating roads and highways a 
confusing and sometimes over-
whelming mystery. I recall a 
trip to San Francisco two de-
cades ago, well before the ad-

vent of the digital navigational 
tools we have today.

I was invited to a party in 
Marin County, just over the 
Golden Gate Bridge. It took me 
more than an hour to fi nd the 
destination because I drove 
back and forth, missing the 
correct turns and getting all 
fl ustered. By the time I got to 
the party, I was ready to take 
a nap.

And so, today, I am a huge 
fan (and slave to) the digital 
maps and their directions. 
When I drive, I dutifully enter 
the address and let my phone’s 
Siri-like voice dictate my every 
move. I tell myself that because 
of this I don’t have to drive care-
fully and navigate at the same 
time, allowing me to focus only 
on driving as carefully and ef-
fi ciently as possible.

But every technological ad-
vance is fraught with its own 
downside.

By overly relying on the 
voice in my car telling me 
where to go, I have sometimes 
been sent to dead ends. Because 
I turn my own navigational 
brain off, I don’t try to question 
the system’s occasional con-
tradictory directions. I don’t 
observe the signs on the road 
that have for decades suffi ced 
for millions of drivers.

I have become so addicted to 
the maps, that at times I have 
become panicky when it fails 
or when my phone loses power 
in the middle of my journey. 
How will I get to my destina-
tion without someone telling 
me where to go?

There are times in life, I be-
lieve, when we like to be told 
exactly what to do. Whether 
it is at work or at home or on 
a team, we all have an urge to 
follow a competent and confi -
dent leader. Especially when 
we feel unsure and vulnerable.

That’s the way I feel when 
I embark on a long trip. It is 
kind of a metaphor for mov-
ing to a new place or starting 

a new job or switching to a new 
school. You want the comfort 
of a trusted friend or someone 
you respect to give you guid-
ance. That’s the way I view 
those directions.

But it is better to be both a 
leader and a follower at the ap-
propriate time.

So the next time I take a 
long trip, I’ll let Siri give me 
guidance – but I’ll use my own 
head and my own eyes to get 
me to the right place.

Tom Allon is the president 
of City & State, NY and the 
former Liberal Party-backed 
candidate for mayor. Reach 
him at tallon@cityandstateny.
com.
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The sixth annual Abrazo Garifuna Banquet held last Friday, March 11 at Maestro’s Caterers saw Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr.; Assembly members Michael Blake, 
Marcos Crespo and Luis Sepulveda and recently elected Councilman Rafael Salamanca honoring the various contributions made by New York’s Garifuna American community.  This year’s 
distinguished recipients were New York City fi refi ghter Candido Nuñez; Sulma Arzu-Brown, New York City Hispanic Chamber of Commerce director of operations; U.S. Navy veteran Mirta 
Reyes; Barbara Neil Lopez, Community Board 2 member and Yasmin Ramos, producer for the ‘Wendy William Show’.

6TH ANNUAL ABRAZO GARIFUNA BANQUET

NYC fi refi ghter Candido Nuñez (c) proudly accepts his citation from local elected offi cials, (l-r) Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr., Assemblyman Marcos Crespo, Seantor Ruben Diaz. As-
semblyman Luis Sepulveda, Councilman Rafael Salamanca and Assemblyman Michael Blake. Photo by Jehovy Santiago

On Saturday, March 12, The United Church of God on Third 
Avenue distributed free coats, hot soup and snacks to 
anyone in need. Members of the United Church of God, the 
NYPD Chaplin Service, the 48th Precinct, and 48th Precinct 
Auxiliary Police were on hand to distribute coats. The com-
munity service event was held in memory of Pastor Sarita 
Torres, who recently passed away.

COMMUNITY
DONATES COATS TO

THE NEEDY

(l-r) Rev. Evelyn Torres, Vickie Castillo and Rev. Marisa Hernandez. 
 Silvio J. Pacifi co

(l-r) Rev. Marisa Hernandez; Hoda Hafeed; Rev. Ev-
elyn Torres, pastor, United Church of God; Masa and 
Hafi d Hafeed distributed coats. Silvio J. Pacifi co

The Soundview Community Drug Free Coalition held its monthly meeting on Tuesday, March 8 at the Soundview/Phipps 
Community Center to discuss the local group’s current progress and future plans. This was the last meeting held prior 
to SCDFC’s application fi ling deadline with the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration for offi cial 
designation as a drug free coalition.  If successful, SCDFC will receive a $125,000 per year grant for the next fi ve years 
to aid them in their mission to rid the community of illegal drugs.
  Above, The Soundview Community Drug Free Coalition met last Tuesday to discuss their group’s progress and plans 
for the future.

SCDFC DISCUSSES GRANT APPLICATION

(Right) Dr. Jose Rivera, coalition facilitator, presents the proposed grant application for review and approval. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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A forest of activities celebrates trees at Wave Hill
An iconic feature of the 

landscape, trees are some-
thing to be celebrated at Wave 
Hill, 249 Street and Indepen-
dence Avenue. 

 In honor of Arbor Week-
end, meet local artisan Lotta 
Helleberg of Inleaf studio. She 
offers sustainable, all natural 
household products and trin-
kets in The Shop at Wave Hill, 
Saturday and Sunday.

Upcoming April events in-
clude:

Garden Walk: Notable 
Trees of Wave Hill, Friday, 
April 29, 1 p.m.: Wave Hill’s 
landscape includes magnifi -
cent old trees, rare species 
and native beauties. Wander 
through the gardens on this 
special walk with Director of 
Horticulture Louis Bauer to 
see some of his favorites in the 
living collection.

Bike Tour: Great Trees of 
Inwood and Riverdale, Satur-

day, April 30, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.: 
Join in on a leisurely cycling 
tour to view some of the great 
trees of Inwood and Riverdale 
with professional photogra-
pher Benjamin Swett, author 
of New York City of Trees, 
and Horticultural Interpreter 
Charles Day. In collabora-
tion with Boogie Down Rides, 
a Bronx-based bicycling and 
art project, this nature-based 
tour begins off-site and ends 
at Wave Hill. You must bring 
your own bike. Registration is 
required.

Garden Walk: Trees in the 
Designed Landscape, Satur-
day, April 30, 1 p.m.: Trees 
play an integral role in land-
scape design, from defi ning 
garden spaces to softening 
architecture and acting as fo-
cal points. Take a spring stroll 
with Assistant Director of 
Public Programs Laurel Rim-
mer to see how trees enhance 

the design of the gardens at 
Wave Hill.

Cooking Demo: Chock Full 
O’ (Pine)Nuts, Saturday, April 
30, 2 p.m.: Celebrate Arbor Day 
and sample some tree-derived 
delicacies! From pesto to pas-
tries, pine nuts add delectable 
fl avor and a nutritional boost 
to a variety of dishes. Horti-
cultural Interpreter Charles 
Day explains how these noble 
and ancient “nuts” (seeds, ac-
tually) get from their lofty 
perch atop towering pine trees 
to your local grocery store. A 
chef from Wave Hill exclusive 
caterer Great Performances 
inspires with some freshly 
prepared recipes.

In The Shop at Wave Hill: 
Lotta Helleberg, Saturday and 
Sunday, April 30 and May 1, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

In-store artisan Lotta Hel-
leberg of Inleaf studio offers 
books, household goods, sta-

tionary and wearables. Her 
sustainable products are 
made using local plant dyes 
and natural leaf printing and 

eco printing techniques.
Complete directions and 

shuttle van schedule at wave-
hill.org.

Notable Trees of Wave Hill Walk.

FREE CLASSES
English Classes, TASC (GED) Classes, Citizenship Classes,

& Computer Classes
All Ages 18 and up are Welcome

Register with us at 2125 Glebe Ave Bronx New York 10462

Registration Dates For ESL, Citizenship and Computer Classes:
March 30th 11am- 3:30pm
March 31st 11am-3:30pm

Registration Date for TASC (GED):  
March 28th 10am Sharp

For more information, please call:
Selenie Villar, Program Coordinator, 718-829-1564 EXT 2  
Danielle Rucker, Program Counselor, 718-829-1564 EXT 3

Bronx YMCA
New Americans Welcome Center,

Literacy Zone and Young Immigrants Program
www.ymcanewamericans.org 

www.facebook.com/BronxNAWC   

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and 
the New York Daily News’ Gersh 
Kuntz man every Monday at 4:30 for 
an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4:30PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio
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Sculptors enhanced and beautifi ed Bronx venues
There are 58 buildings in 

Parkchester containing 12,272 
apartments of from two to fi ve 
rooms on the 129 acre site. The 
buildings purposely vary in 
size from six to thirteen sto-
ries, some with as little as 65 
apartments and others with as 
many as 500 and even the color 
of the bricks used vary and 
there are 110 million of them 
in the complex. 

In addition to the varying 
colors of the brickwork, the 
500 statuettes and 600 plaques 
adorning the buildings give 
them an attractive and whim-
sical overtone. They also 
served a somewhat practical 
purpose as parents could tell 
their young children to look 
for a specifi c statue, such as 
a bullfi ghter or Indian chief, 
and the monkey, pig, dog or 
other fi gurine on their build-
ing to help them remember 
where they lived. Many of the 
fanciful terra-cotta sculptures 
were created by the noted 
sculptor Joseph Kiselewski 
(1901-1986) whose Parkchester 
drawings now reside in the 
Smithsonian Institute.

His work, of course, ex-

tends beyond Parkchester and 
can be found elsewhere in the 
Bronx such as at the Hall of 
Fame for Great Americans at 
University Avenue and West 
181st Street where his bronze 
busts of Oliver Wendell Hol-
mes Jr. and Sylvanus Thayer, 
often referred to as “The Fa-
ther of West Point,” are prom-
inently displayed. That site 
which once housed New York 
University was later taken 
over by Bronx Community 
College of the City College of 
New York. 

Some may also recall when 
Kiselewski’s famous three foot 
frogs were installed at P. S. 18 at 
Morris Avenue between 145th 
and 146th streets in Port Mor-
ris. Most Bronxites are famil-
iar with the huge sculptures 
created in 1932 on the facade of 
the Bronx County Courthouse 
at 161st Street and the Grand 
Concourse. The pink Georgia 
granite work does catch your 

eye and Kiselewski was among 
the grouping of artists respon-
sible for their creation. 

Returning to Parkchester, 
the real piece de resistance can 
be found at Metropolitan Oval, 
which was later re-named The 
Aileen B. Ryan Oval to honor 
Ryan who served as Council-
Person-at-Large from 1966 
to 1983. It is a two-acre park 
in the center of the commu-
nity and has long been the fa-
vored meeting site for old-time 
Parkchesterites. 

The center fountain was 
once stocked with goldfi sh and 
was a popular place for young 
lovers to toss a coin, much like 
they do at the Trevi Fountain 
in Rome. It was also a favorite 
site of newly weds for wedding 
photographs. The Metropoli-
tan Life Insurance Company, 
who created Parkchester, held 
gala holiday affairs there for 
residents for many years.  

The fountain was created 

by renowned sculptor Ray-
mond Granville Barger (1906-
2001) and is titled “Fantasia.” 
It was completed and placed 
at the Oval in July of 1941. A 
bronze plaque dedicating it to 
the residents of Parkchester 

was placed on it in 1984. The 
spouting fountains can be 
found as the backdrop for any 
special occasion and pictures 
of it can be found in family al-
bums of most Parkchester res-
idents, past and present.

Metropolitan Oval is adorned with sculptures by noted artist Raymond 
Granville Barger.

REPRINTED FROM 3/22/2012
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Senator Klein with the children who came to meet the Easter Bunny. Photo by Laura Stone (l-r) Isabella Meyo, Kaylee and Yarielis Mena from Throggs Neck. Photo by Laura Stone

Rachel Myers from Castle Hill. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Michael and Jeriell Meyo from 
Throggs Neck. Photo by Laura Stone

Dizzy Krissy (l) and Silly Cindy from Apryl 
Cadabra Entertainment Agency. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Victoria Weihi from Morris Park loves the 
bunny that she put together at the build-
a-bunny station. Photo by Laura Stone

Pete the Magician performs for the children. Photo by Laura Stone

On Monday, March 14, Senator Jeff Klein hosted his 21st annual Easter Bunny Breakfast & Magic Show at Villa Barone Manor to celebrate the annual holiday. The Easter extrava-
ganza began with a complimentary breakfast, followed by a performance by Pete the Magician, who performed tricks for those in attendance, some tricks even including live 
bunny rabbits and birds.  Of course, a special appearance was also made by the Easter Bunny, who took holiday photos with the families.  Other festivities included build-a-
bunny workshops, balloon animals and face painting.

EEaster Breakfastaster Breakfast
Klein hosts 21st
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Congressman Joseph Crowley hosted the 13th Annual Women’s History Month Celebration 
at the New York Botanical Garden.  The congressman was joined by guest of honor Lieu-
tenant Governor Kathy Hochul.  The celebration brings together women from across the 
14th Congressional District to recognize the progress that has been made with respect to 
women’s rights and to honor them for their extraordinary contributions.

CROWLEY HOSTS WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 

Congressman Joseph Crowley with the honorees, (l-r) Lieutenant Governor Kathy Hochul, 
Ana Zambrano-Burakov and Susie Tanenbaum. Silvio J. Pacifi co

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. hosted his annual Women’s History Celebration at Scav-
ello’s on the Island on Thursday, March 11. The event, sponsored by Health First, honored 
women that have  contributed to the community by sharing their knowledge and experience.  
The honorees were Milady Baez, Councilwoman Inez Dickens, Evi Siskos and Aly Wady. 
     Above, (l-r) Honoree Aly Wady, honoree Milady Baez, Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr., 
honoree Evi Siskos, honoree Councilwoman Inez Dickens and Deputy Borough President 
Aurelia Greene Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BP DIAZ CELEBRATES WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

Councilman Andy King and the Women of Distinction honorees. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Councilman Andy King honored 12 leading borough women for their commitment to their community with his Women’s History Month ‘Women of Excellence Award’ on Saturday, March 9.  
The awards, given in commemoration of Women’s History Month,  took place during King’s 12th District State of the District Address.  Honorees for the event were Eva Lazaar, Elisa Alvarez, 
Charity Goh, Leslie Brown, Shirley Saunders, Verna McDavid, Shirley Fearon, Meghan Kelley, Joan Aikens, Maribel Ramos, Marlene Smith and Francine Reva Jones. 

COUNCILMAN KING HONORS 12 WOMEN

Cardinal Spellman High School presented the play ‘In The Heights’ this past weekend 
March 11, 12 and 13.  Kevin Rosario was played by Steven Guzman, Camilla Rosario 
was played by Dana Massa, Vanessa was played by Alyana Bey, Usnavi was played by 
Joshua Brown, Nina was played by Karlene Rivera, Benny was played by Omar Gon-
zalez, Abuela Claudia was played by Krystal Parmanan, Piragua Guy was played by 
Tariq Schinnery, Daniella was played by Kamary Morales, Carla was played by Sera-
fi na Fichter, Graffi ti Pete was played by Janiffe Frett, Sonny was played by Jiovanni 
Lopez.Not pictured: Camille Casanas and Brandon McFarlane.

CARDINAL SPELLMAN PRESENTS 
‘IN THE HEIGHTS’

Cast members of In The Heights post-performance. Laura Stone
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Action
Association

Each Saturday this month at 3 p.m. starting from Bronx Park East and 
Waring Avenue, the community marches for peace.

BY RAPHAEL SCHWEIZER.
Weekly Peace March

Each Saturday since Febru-
ary 26, Bronx Park East Com-
munity Association and the 
Pakistani Bronx Community 
Council have marched against 
crime and sent a statement to 
those who engage in negativ-
ity.

In consultation with our 
area’s 49th Precinct and Aux-
iliary, over 60 residents, busi-
ness owners and students have 
joined us for fun, raucous out-
ings, standing up to crime, vi-
olence and negativity in our 
community - Allerton Avenue, 
Pelham Parkway Houses and 
elsewhere. And we’ll be branch-
ing out to other communities 
during the next two marches.

So join us each Saturday 
in March, including this Sat-
urday, March 19, as we march 
to promote the ‘Power of Posi-
tivity’, as so eloquently coined 
by reigning WWE Tag Team 
Champions, ‘The New Day’.

Meet at 3 p.m. at Bronx Park 
East and Waring Avenue. We’ll 
have refreshments and yes, lots 
of groovy music: The BeeGees, 
‘Rocky’, Gloria Gaynor and Mo-
town.

     New day rocks, and we’re 
rockin’ our neighborhood with 
positive vibes to ‘Promote the 
Power of Positivity’. So, join 
the ruckus on March 19th and 
26th.

Who are we? Bronx Park 
East!

Block Party Calendar

It’s been done during all four 
years of B-PECA’s existence, so 
we’re gearing up for our 5th 
year of, that’s right, summer 
block parties! 2012, 2013, 2014, 
2015, and now 2016.

• Saturday, June 25 - Aller-
ton Barnes Block Association, 
the Allerton NYPL Library 
Branch and B-PECA team up 
for the 2nd Annual ‘Hello Sum-
mer’ block party, taking place 
on Barnes Avenue between Al-
lerton and Arnow avenues. 

• Saturday, August 27 - Cru-
ger Mace Block Association and 
B-PECA team up for the 4th An-
nual ‘Cruger Mace Block Party’, 
headed by B-PECA board mem-
ber Norma Lopez on Cruger 
Avenue between Mace Avenue 
and Boston Road. 

• The 5th Annual ‘Thwaites 
Place Block Party’ will take 
place in July on a Saturday to 
be announced. On Saturday, 
July 16 is also the annual Al-
lerton International Food Fes-
tival, organized by Allerton 
Internation Merchants taking 
place on Allerton and Wallace 
avenues.

If you’d like to sponsor or 
contribute to any of the festi-
vals which B-PECA is involved 

in, call/text (347) 654-7044 or 
email bxparkeast@gmail.com 
and you’ll be put in touch with 
the appropriate organizer.

Until the next column, 
please do all you can to reject 
violence in all forms. That in-
cludes speaking out against 
irresponsible words coming 

from those who condone, incite 
and do nothing do discourage 
physical brutality. This is a na-
tion of peace and understand-
ing. Those campaigning for the 
highest offi ce in the land need 
to hear that - from you.

     Stand up against violence. 
Every day.

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR., J.D.
Deeply disturbing news 

comes from a recent Congres-
sional hearing on Afghani-
stan.

Unlike the contentious po-
litical skirmishes that sur-
rounded the Iraq war and U.S. 
involvement in Libya, Amer-
ica’s military action against 
the Taliban, which has now 
become the nation’s longest 
fi ght, were widely supported. 
Clearly, that organization’s in-
volvement in the destruction of 
the World Trade Center and the 
Pentagon made it necessity for 
a response beyond question.

However, in a repeat of ques-
tionable political dictates from 
the Vietnam era, U.S. and al-
lied forces did not engage in 
full-scale warfare designed to 
bring about absolute victory.  
The enemy was allowed to take 
haven across national borders, 
and rules of engagement de-
signed more for public opinion 
and legal scholars took prece-
dence over actually defeating 
the foe.

In accordance with Presi-
dent Obama’s drive to end U.S. 

combat operations and with-
draw most troops, similar to 
his policy in Iraq which al-
lowed ISIS to become a major 
regional power, Americans are 
handing off combat duties to 
Afghan forces.  Unfortunately, 
they do not seem ready or ca-
pable of handling the respon-
sibility.

Rep. Vicky Hartzler (R-Mo.) 
Chair of the House Armed Ser-
vice Submcommittee on Over-
sight and investigations, stated 
“In reading the recent Congres-
sional reports submitted by 
our witnesses, and listening to 
testimony from General Camp-
bell, the subcommittee under-
stands that the Afghan security 
forces are still in their nascent 
stages of becoming a profes-
sionalized, self-sustaining, and 
capable institution.  But, there 
are still various shortfalls and 
insuffi cient capabilities in im-
portant functions hindering 
these goals.

“The Afghan forces do not 
have enough airplanes or heli-
copters, especially those capa-
ble of providing close-air sup-
port.  While there clearly has 

been improvement, the ability 
to collect and disseminate am-
ple intelligence is lacking, as 
is the ability to maintain and 
account for equipment.  Even 
the ‘bread and butter’ admin-
istrative issues, such as pay, 
leave, and medical services 
for Afghan forces need atten-
tion…these challenges are 
compounded by the fact that 70 
percent of the problems facing 
Afghan Security forces result 
from poor senior leadership 
within the Afghan Ministries 
of Defense and the Interior.

“The Taliban are embold-
ened, the Haqqani Network 
continues to sponsor terrorist 
attacks, and there is a growing 
Islamic State presence in Af-
ghanistan…

“I am concerned that the 
president’s current budget re-
quest for aiding the Afghan 
forces is $200 million less than 

last year’s amount, and the 
Administration plans to with-
drawal U.S. forces down to 5,500 
beginning as soon as April of 
this year.  We must not prema-
turely reduce our commitment 
to the people of Afghanistan.  
All one needs to do is look at 
the result of premature with-
drawal in Iraq to determine 
what will happen if we repeat 
near history and prematurely 
leave Afghanistan.”

As noted in a Stratfor review,  
“…the Taliban’s 15-year insur-
gency is escalating. The mili-
tant group now controls more 
territory than at any time since 
the United States launched Op-
eration Enduring Freedom in 
October 2001. Worse still, the 
Taliban’s resolve to continue 
waging war remains undimin-
ished…Army Gen. John Camp-
bell, the outgoing commander 
of U.S. forces in Afghanistan, 
commented that Afghani-
stan has reached an infl ection 
point, warning that 2016 could 
be even worse than 2015 if the 
United States fails to prosecute 
a consistent and effective strat-
egy. Campbell also urged Con-

gress to extend its annual $4.1 
billion aid package to Afghani-
stan until at least 2020.”

Quoting Taliban sources, 
Longwar Journal notes that 
the organization as saying  em-
braced this death and destruc-
tion for the sake of some silly 
ministerial posts or a share 
of the power.  ‘This objective’ 
mentioned in the above quote is 
the re-establishment of the Is-
lamic Emirate of Afghanistan, 
the Taliban’s offi cial name of 
its government. The Taliban 
has insisted from the very be-
ginning that it will settle for 
nothing less than regaining 
full power.”

Over objections based 
both on practical and moral 
grounds, the Obama Admin-
istration opened discussions 
with the Taliban in 2011.  Since 
then, Taliban forces have be-
come more brazen and effec-
tive.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio broad-
casts at amfm247.com, and visit 
our website at comactainc.
com.

BY AL BELFIORE
Greetings to all. Our an-

nual ‘Shamrock Slam’ or St. 
Paddy’s Party this past Fri-
day, March 11, was a huge 
success.  

We served corned beef 
and cabbage, shepherd’s pie, 
red potatoes, soda bread, as-
sorted pastries and great 
music by the, one and only, 
Mark Doyle from the Just 

Nuts Band.   
There were two young 

girls and a boy dancing the 
Irish Jig (well done guys) as 
well as 93-year-young Matty 
Talty playing the concertina! 
Rock on Matty!  

A fun time was had by all 
and no one left hungry (or 
thirsty).  

Special thanks to the 
crew, especially Kathy Col-

lins, Ann Kelly, Carol Liga-
tino and my wife, Maureen 
Belfi ore.

Our next event is Break-

fast with the Easter Bunny 
on Saturday, March 26 from 
10 a.m. to noon. Breakfast 
will include scrambled eggs, 
sausage, bacon, pancakes, 
bagels and coffee and tea. 
Come on down to the civic, 
the Easter Bunny will make 
an appearance and take pic-
tures with the children. Cost 
is minimal.

Not to be outdone, Italian 

night will be on Friday April 
1.   I’m sure it will be a gour-
met’s delight.   Details will 
follow.          

Classes this week at the 
civic will be as follows: 
Monday - Yoga at 3:30 p.m.; 
Wednesday - Yoga at 7 p.m.;    

Thursday - Senior Zumba 
at 11 a.m.; and Thursday - 
Zumba at 8 p.m.

Thanks for reading!
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Bronx Locations
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2244 Westchester Avenue
30 East 170th Street

980 Southern Boulevard
5560 Broadway
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DISCOVER 
THE PONCE DIFFERENCE: 

HIGHER RATES

*APY is Annual Percentage Yield, effective as of February 8, 2016. To qualify for the promotions, $1,000 minimum balance is required to open the account and obtain the APY. $500,000 maximum. Other restrictions 

apply. Early withdrawal fees may apply. Offers are subject to change without prior notice. For more information, visit your nearest branch or contact 718-931-9000.

2.36% APY*

5 Year IRA CD

1.85% APY*

5 Year CD

|SINCE 1960

Discover

ADVERTORIAL

Jacket
Name
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EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
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• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
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���Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
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Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
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• Home Health Aid
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• Experienced instructors
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54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

An individual retirement 
account, or IRA, is a type of 
account men and women who 
meet certain eligibility re-
quirements can open to save 
money for their retirement.

Unlike a 401(k), a type of 
retirement account that is 
provided by an employer, an 
IRA must be opened by an in-
dividual.

Another difference be-
tween a 401(k) and an IRA 
is that men and women can 
withdraw money from their 
IRAs before they reach re-
tirement age to pay medi-

cal expenses without incur-
ring the penalties that apply 
when 401(k) account hold-
ers prematurely withdraw 
money from these accounts. 
One similarity between 
401(k) accounts and tradi-
tional IRAs concerns taxa-
tion. Account holders of both 
types of accounts do not pay 
taxes on their contributions 
to those accounts until they 
begin to withdraw money 
in retirement (prematurely 
withdrawing money from a 
401(k) will incur taxes and 
fees). But men and women 
who open a Roth IRA pay 
their taxes up front, mean-

ing they won’t be paying
taxes down the road when
they withdraw money in re-
tirement.

Each type of IRA comes 
with its own set of rules and
restrictions, including con-
tribution limits and eligibil-
ity requirements based on
earned income.

In addition, men and 
women with a traditional
IRA must begin to withdraw 
their money by the time
they reach age 70.5, while
those with a Roth IRA can
leave their money in their 
accounts as long as they
please. 

Did You Know?
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“I see the game differently than most people, and 
it’s just getting the kids to trust you, and getting 
them to understand how the game is played.”
CRAIGHTON BARRY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68

PIPE
DREAMS

By Sean Connolly

BY TREY RODRIGUEZ
Charlette Leurs can crash 

the defensive glass, go coast-
to-coast and lay it up on the 
other end for two points, de-
spite being a big. In the rare 
case that she isn’t able to get 
the two points, Paulina Afri-
yie, another big that runs the 
fl oor exceptionally well, was 
there to clean up.

The duo combined for 38 
points, relentlessly powering 
their way to the rim to secure 
the seventh-seeded Lions a 60-
44 win over No. 1 Bayside in 
the PSAL Class A girls basket-
ball title game at St. Francis 
College on March 13. 

“Our height was really im-
portant,” said Leurs, who fi n-
ished with 17. “We had to just 
use what we had and our best 
strength was our height.”

The pace of the game picked 
up in the second half thanks to 
the persistent will of Theresa 
Leung, Bayside’s senior point 
guard. Leung fi nished with 
15 points and made some big 
plays down the stretch. Leung 
helped cut a Lehman lead that 
was once 13 to just three early 
in the fourth quarter.

“We stuck together,” said 
Afriyie confi dently, who fi n-
ished with 21 points. “There 
was no doubt for us. We don’t 

work this hard for nothing.”
Sophomore guard Ken-

dra Sanchez had a team-high 
16 points. But the Lions pow-
ered through the fatigue and 
eventually broke away, as 
the duo repeatedly got to the 
free throw line, scoring 16 of 
Lehman’s 20 fourth-quarter 
points.

“We were tired,” said Leurs. 
“But we had to keep pushing. 
We wanted to win and we got 
it. When they box out one of 
us, the other one is able to help 
the team score. There’s always 
two options.”

Bayside eventually ran out 
of gas and Lehman cruised to 

the fi nish line. After having 
lost in the quarterfi nals last 
year, Lions beat Mott Haven 
in the semifi nals and muscled 
their way to a victory over 
Bayside in the championship 
game.

Lehman advances to play 
update power Jamesville-De-
Witt in the  state Federation 
semifi nals on March 19 at the 
Times Union Center in Al-
bany. 

“The journey wasn’t a 
struggle,” said Leurs. “It was 
more about getting used to 
each other and trying to work 
together to get to this point 
where we are now.”

LEHMAN TAKES PSAL
CLASS A CROWNMaybe it’s me but, did you 

notice how many different 
uniforms pro teams have to-
day. In years past it was just 
a home and away jersey. Now 
they have throw-backs, spe-
cialty day uniforms. Just more 
money the owners can make off 
the fans. Enough is enough. It 
cost too much money to even go 
to a game. Some uniform facts 
on the NHL. The home teams 
used to wear white at home and 
the dark uniforms on the road. 
The reason was they had to 
carry their soaps and bleach to 
clean the uniform, they didn’t 
want to carry the extra soap 
with all of the equipment. Plus 
it was too hard to keep clean 
on the road. The players would 
play an extra game on the road 
wearing the dirty uniforms. 

In 1869 Cincinnati Red 
Stockings become the 1st pro 
baseball team. Also this week 
in baseball 1934 Female Babe 
Didrickson pitches hitless in-
ning for Philadelphia A’s in ex-
hibition game against Brook-
lyn Dodgers. Opening day is 
coming soon and some of the 
Yankee pitchers are having a 
hard time getting ready.  Ques-
tion is will CC Sabathia make 
the rotation? He had another 
poor outing against the Phil-
lies. He came off the mound to 
some boos at George M. Stein-
brenner Field. Cc said ““I’m 
not throwing the right pitches 
in the right counts, that’s just 
me getting back in the rhythm 
and getting the sequences 
right. Kind of going off the hit-
ters. I made that error in the 
fi rst and the control just kind 
of went to the wayside.” Joe 
Girardi was asked about the 
rotation he stated “We haven’t 
made a decision yet, we’re go-
ing to take what we feel is the 
fi ve best. Bottom line.” Yan-
kees also started to make their 
cuts sending some of the kids 
back down to the minors with 
hope that they will return. The 
Mets right-handed pitcher Ja-
cob deGrom was scratched 
from his last start in Lakeland 
due to a stiff back, but threw 
39 pitches during a bullpen 
session in Port St. Lucie. The 

Continued on Page 9

The Lehman girls’ basketball team celebrates its PSAL Class A championship.  Photo by William Thomas
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EVERY MAKE! 
SUPERC

MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER. PRICES EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE, DEALER & MV FEES. MUST TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY FROM DEALER FROM STOCK, NO PRIOR DEALS ARE APPLICABLE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONISBLE FOR TYPO ERRORS. 
ALL OFFERS END 3/15/16. CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC#0923677 FID#7071878

2014 HYUNDAI SONATA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

17K MILES #23108T

$12,995

2008 TOYOTA 
HIGHLANDER

SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
84K MILES #23058T

$13,995

2008 TOYOTA
RAV4 SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
97K MILES #23072T

CALL

2005 TOYOTA
4RUNNER

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
57K MILES #23093T

$11,995

2012 NISSAN SENTRA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

48K MILES #23110T

$9,995
2011 HYUNDAI ELANTRA LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

41K MILES #23111T

$9,995
2012 NISSAN QUEST

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
92K MILES #23132T

$14,995
2013 TOYOTA SIENNA LE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
33K MILES #23128

$21,995

2015 TOYOTA 4RUNNER LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

27K MILES #23146T

$27,995
2005 TOYOTA CAMRY 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
70K MILES #23134T

$8,995
2013 TOYOTA COROLLA S

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
34K MILES #23130

$13,995
2012 TOYOTA RAV4

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
20K MILES #23129

$16,995
2008 TOYOTA CAMRY XLE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
93K MILES #22779T

$6,995

2016 TOYOTA COROLLA LE PLUS
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

227 MILES #22793

$16,995
2014 SUBARU FORESTER LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

25K MILES #22873

$25,995
2014 SCION TC

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
12K MILES #22845T

$13,995
2012 HYUNDAI TUCSON LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

44K MILES #22883T

$15,995
2008 TOYOTA FJ CRUISER

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
101K MILES #22893T

$12,995

WE HAVE

FINANCING AVAILABLE
1.9%

EVERY MAKE! E
SUPER 
CLEAN CLEAN

CLEAN CERTIFIED

NICECERTIFIED

NICE

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

www.StarToyota.net
718-445-2525
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EVERY MODEL!
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www.StarToyota.net
718-445-2525
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2007 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER V6
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

61K MILES #23008T

$8,995

2012 TOYOTA 
PRIUS 

PLUG IN
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
75K MILES #22979T

$10,995

2009 TOYOTA 
PRIUS

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
88K MILES #22994T

$8,995

2007 TOYOTA 
SIENNA LE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
117K MILES #23010T

$7,995

2012 TOYOTA RAV4
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

35K MILES #23041

$16,995
2013 TOYOTA SIENNA LE AWD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

34K MILES #22887T

$22,995
2013 TOYOTA AVALON LTD HYBRID
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

6K MILES #21562T

$29,995

2012 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

25K MILES #22039T

$24,995
2012 HONDA ODYSSEY EXL

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
69K MILES #22146T

$15,995
2011 HONDA CRV

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
50K MILES #22502T

$16,995
2012 TOYOTA COROLLA 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
33K MILES #22396

$10,995
2013 TOYOTA COROLLA 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
34K MILES #22550T

$11,995

2008 TOYOTA 4RUNNER SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

98K MILES #22606T

$12,995
2013 TOYOTA CAMRY LE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
#22675T

$16,995
2010 TOYOTA COROLLA LE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
52K MILES #22711T

$9,995
2012 TOYOTA VENZA XLE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
28K MILES #22703T

$19,995
2013 HONDA CIVIC COUPE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
32K MILES #22747T

$9,995

2011 TOYOTA CAMRY HYBRID
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

61K MILES #21573T

$39,995

BAD CREDIT?
GIVE US A CHANCE
...TO HELP YOU GET FINANCED

CALL LIZ @ 
718-445-2525

EVERY MODEL!
CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED NICE

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED3RD ROW

CLEAN

NAVIGATION

LOADED LOADED
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BY BRANDON MAUK
KIPP NYC wasn’t going let up in the 

closing minutes. It came too far to do 
so,  so it grinded its way all the way to 
the end.

The top-seeded Bulldogs completed 
a perfect league season by handling 
No. 4 Jane Addams, 95-82 to win the 
Public School Athletic League Class 
B boys’ basketball championship on 
March 13 at St. Francis College. It sent 
their talented group of seniors out in 
fi tting fashion.

“I’ve been waiting for this for four 
years,” senior Jae Len Hartsfi eld 
said. “It’s the best feeling ever.”

It was sweet redemption for KIPP 
NYC, after bowing out in a second 
round upset just a year ago. This tal-
ented KIPP roster fi nally came to-
gether under fi rst-year head coach 
Craighton Barry.

“Chemistry beats talent ev-
ery day,” Hartsfi eld said. “Without 
[Barry], I don’t think we never would 
have made it this far.”

Formerly a league offi cial, Barry 
led his group of seniors to a 21-0 
league record and a title. He credits 
his players for developing the perfect 
chemistry and a major improvement 
on the defensive side this season.  

“I see the game differently than 
most people, and it’s just getting the 
kids to trust you, and getting them to 
understand how the game is played,” 

Barry said. “The difference is, as far 
as I’m concerned, is the understand-
ing on how to play defense. Defen-
sive pressure, understanding how 
to work together, and rebounding to-
gether.”

Seniors Xavier Nunez and Harts-
fi eld had big performances in the 
fi nal. Nunez scored 25 points with 
four three-pointers, while Hartsfi eld 
dropped 17.

It was a junior who took home the 
honors for the Bulldogs. Christian 
Sturdivant scored a game-high 26 
points to win most valuable player 
honors. 

“Christian has just a good feel for 
the game,” Barry said. “He can do 
pretty much everything for us. I’m 
actually glad to have him back for 
next year.”

KIPP quickly took the lead from 
the opening tip and never looked 
back. The Bulldogs jumped out to a 
27-14 advantage after one. Sturdivant 
and Nunez combined for 36 points in 
the half, as they helped their team 
built a 52-33 lead at halftime.

The Bulldogs were always several 
steps ahead of the Jaguars, as they 
raced up and down the court with 
ease on the fastbreak. KIPP limited 
its mistakes for much of the game. 
KIPP built a 75-50 lead going into 
the fourth quarter, but Jane Addams 
didn’t quit.  

A 15-3 run by the Jaguars early in 
the fi nal period made things inter-
esting. They eventually cutting their 
defi cit to eight with less than a min-
ute left, but the Bulldogs held on for 
the win by fi ghting to the end.

The Bulldogs advance to the state 
Federation tournament where it 
faces NYSAISAA winner Collegiate 
in the semifi nals March 19 at the 
Times Union Center in Albany. 

Senior-laden KIPP NYC wins PSAL Class B crown

KIPP NYC’s Xavier Nunez takes the ball 
strong to the hoop in the PSAL Class B title 
game. @FLUSHTAB@Photo by William Thomas

KIPP NYC’s Jason Valeria-Munoz dribbled the 
ball up the court against Jane Addams. 
 @FLUSHTAB@Photo by William Thomas

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
A CHSAA Class AA title will 

have to wait, but Monsignor Scan-
lan provided it belonged playing at 
the highest classifi cation.

The Crusaders’, who expect to 
be an ‘A’ team when the year began, 
more than competed with St. Antho-
ny’s in the program’s fi rst ever Class 
AA girls’ basketball championship 
game. They pushed the Friars often, 
but never enough to fi nally surpass 
them in a 57-43 loss at St. John Villa 
on March 12.

“We were the doormat of the ‘B’ 
league [four years ago],” Crusaders 
coach Tom Catalanotto said. “Now 
we are playing AA, playing top com-
petition. We are here to stay.” 

His club, which trailed by six 
at the half, used seven straight 
points from junior guard Delphynia 
Sparks to get back in the game. Her 
three-pointer cut the Friars’ lead to 
33-28 with 3:12 to play in the third 
quarter. St. Anthony’s responded to 
of Scanlan’s advances, including an 
8-0 run to go back up 41-28 going into 
the fourth. 

“We lost a lot of focus,” guard 
Janier Cooper said. 

Scanlan got as close as nine twice 
early in the fourth, but turnovers 
and missed jumpers kept them from 

creeping closer.  
“Every time we would get a break 

they would score right back,” said 
Sparks, who scored a game-high 16 
points.

Cooper had 12 points and Towson-
bound wing Nukiya Mayo was held 

to just fi ve before following out in 
the fourth. Center Jayla Jones-Peck 
paced St. Anthony’s with 15 points, 
Taylor Goode scored 12 and Allyson 
Murphy chipped in 11.

Scanlan (21-8), the Archdiocesan 
champ, got the game thank to a 59-

51 win over Cardinal O’Hara (Buf-
falo) in the semifi nals the day prior. 
The score was tied at 44-44 with 7:28 
to play in the game, before the Cru-
saders used a 14-3 run to fi nally gain 
separation thanks to the pressure 
its man-to-man defense put on the 
opposing ball handlers.

“They were getting frustrated be-
cause we were locking up,” Sparks 
said. “They weren’t doing as much 
as they were doing in the 3-2.”

Sparks, who scored 12 of her 
15 points in the second half got it 
started with a corner three and 
added layup off a steal. The spurt 
put Scanlan up 58-49 with 33.6 sec-
onds remaining. 

“That’s Del though,” Catalanotto 
said. “We expect that. When that 
[three] don’t go in there is some-
thing wrong with Del.”

While Sparks powered her team 
after the break, but it was junior 
Chanell Williams tallying 12 of her 
15 points in the fi rst half that helped 
the Crusaders take a 34-29 lead into 
intermission. Mayo chipped in 10 
points and Anndea Zeigler paced 
Cardinal O’Hara with 11.  

Scanlan couldn’t replicate the 
effort in the fi nal, but is excited for 
a future of more chances to get it 
done.

Scanlan drops ‘AA’ title game to St. Anthony’s

Monsignor Scanlan wing Nukiya Mayo drives baseline in the CHSAA Class AA fi nal against St. 
Anthony’s. @FLUSHTAB@Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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BY BRANDON MAUK
A trip to Madison Square Garden 

was in Truman’s grasp, and it was oh 
so close to fi nally getting past its big-
gest rival in the process. 

But it all slipped away in painful 
fashion.

Third-seeded Truman saw its 
10-point lead in the third quarter dis-
appear in the fourth and were unable 
to get it back in the fi nal seconds be-
fore No. 2 Francis Lewis escaped with 
a 48-47 victory in the PSAL Class AA 
girls’ basketball semifi nals on March 
8 at CCNY.

“It’s really tough. We felt like this 
was our year,” sophomore star Dyona 
Davis said. “But when it came down to 
it, we couldn’t get a win.”

After losing twice to Francis Lewis 
in the regular season, Truman ap-
peared to have fi nally solved the Pa-
triots. The Mustangs used a 9-0 run in 
the second quarter to take a 23-13 lead 
at halftime, as they outworked Lewis 
under the basket and used a more bal-
anced offense behind Davis.

She scored 11 of her game-high 19 
points in the fi rst half, while Maria 
Minaya and Brianna Alberga shut 
down Lewis’ top scorers inside the 

paint. Leading by as much as 10 mid-
way through the third quarter, Tru-
man took a 33-24 lead into the fourth.

The Mustangs led by eight with 6:02 
left in the fourth, but their lead slipped 
away quickly as Lewis surged to take 
the lead with a 11-2 run in just 2:19. The 
Patriots began to lock down on defense 
as Truman, who has just eight players 
on the roster, tired.

Lewis needed a balanced effort on 
offense, as Taliyah Brisco fouled out in 
the fourth with just 11 points and cen-
ter Sabrina Clement also fouled out. 
Sabrina Vitale and Dominique Wil-
liams combined for 13 crucial points 
in the fi nal period.

Davis knotted the game at 45-45 
with a 3-pointer with 1:29 left in the 
game. A Rebecca Oxford layup gave 
Lewis the lead back with 1:03 remain-
ing. Williams hit 1-of-2 from the line 
and Aneisha Lyons hit two free throws 
to make it 48-47.

After Vitale missed two shots from 
the line, Truman had a chance to win 
it with 18.9 seconds left. 

On the fi nal sequence of the game, 
Lyons drove to the left corner. She then 
attempted to pass to Davis near the top 
of the key, but overthrew it into the 

backcourt. Green missed a fast break 
layup in attempt to ice it for Lewis. Da-
vis recovered the ball, but could not 
get a shot off.

“We played so tough, I’m so proud 
of everybody,” Alberga said. “I’m so 
proud of this team. We came so far. We 
had so many obstacles, and we over-
came every single one of them.”

Even with the loss, Truman had its 
best season in program history, as it 

fi nished at 19-4 and reached the semi-
fi nals for the fi rst time. Truman coach 
John Burke sees this season as the be-
ginning of move good things for Tru-
man.

“We’ve done ourselves, and our 
school and the Bronx proud,” Burke 
said. “The winning and losing takes 
care of itself. We’re all competitors, 
and we’re moving in the right direc-
tion.” 

Trip to Garden slips 
away from Truman

Maria Minaya takes the ball strong to the hoops during a semifi nal game against Francis 
Lewis. @FLUSHTAB@Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Maybe it’s me but, did you notice 
how many different uniforms pro teams 
have today. In years past it was just a 
home and away jersey. Now they have 
throw-backs, specialty day uniforms. 
Just more money the owners can make 
off the fans. Enough is enough. It cost 
too much money to even go to a game. 
Some uniform facts on the NHL. The 
home teams used to wear white at home 
and the dark uniforms on the road. The 
reason was they had to carry their 
soaps and bleach to clean the uniform, 
they didn’t want to carry the extra soap 
with all of the equipment. Plus it was 
too hard to keep clean on the road. The 
players would play an extra game on 
the road wearing the dirty uniforms. 

In 1869 Cincinnati Red Stockings 
become the 1st pro baseball team. Also 
this week in baseball 1934 Female Babe 
Didrickson pitches hitless inning for 
Philadelphia A’s in exhibition game 
against Brooklyn Dodgers. Opening 
day is coming soon and some of the 
Yankee pitchers are having a hard time 
getting ready.  Question is will CC Sa-
bathia make the rotation? He had an-
other poor outing against the Phillies. 
He came off the mound to some boos at 
George M. Steinbrenner Field. Cc said 
““I’m not throwing the right pitches in 
the right counts, that’s just me getting 

back in the rhythm and getting the se-
quences right. Kind of going off the hit-
ters. I made that error in the fi rst and 
the control just kind of went to the way-
side.” Joe Girardi was asked about the 
rotation he stated “We haven’t made a 
decision yet, we’re going to take what 
we feel is the fi ve best. Bottom line.” 
Yankees also started to make their cuts 
sending some of the kids back down to 
the minors with hope that they will re-
turn. The Mets right-handed pitcher Ja-
cob deGrom was scratched from his last 
start in Lakeland due to a stiff back, but 
threw 39 pitches during a bullpen ses-
sion in Port St. Lucie. The Mets kept 
him at Port St. Lucie to avoid possible 
irritating his back anymore by taking 
the bus trip. He is said to have ordered 
a better mattress. For the Fantasy pick 
when do you take Noah Syndergaard? 
He is a mid-round pick maybe 8th. Pro-
jection have him at 13-8, 3.05 ERA, 1.07 
WHIP, 201 strikeouts. He is listed as the 
No. 2 pitcher on the Mets depth chart.

 What are the NY Jets think-
ing? They should give Ryan Fitzpatrick 
what he is asking for. Sign Fitzpatrick 
to a 3-year $45 million deal. It would be 
worth it. Jets are trying to sign him for 
7 million a year. They started to look at 
Robert Griffi n III for a visit, but reports 
indicate it’s only as leverage against 
Fitzpatrick. Fitzpatrick is ideal for the 

Jets Chan Gailey’s offense. There are 
not many quarterbacks out there to 
sign. There is always one out there Tim 
Tebow.

 Now it’s time for you NCAA 
offi ce pools. How many brackets did 
you do? Tickets are still available at the 
Brooklyn Barclay Center. There are go-
ing to be some great games played there.   
Villanova (2) vs. UNC Asheville (15). 
Iowa (7) vs. Temple (10). Notre Dame (6) 
vs. Michigan/Tulsa (11) and the West 
Virginia (3) vs SF Austin (14). The Big 
East should play well against those 
teams. If you can’t get tickets for the 
fi rst day, don’t worry half of the teams 
will be selling their tickets when they 
lose. The schools and fans will want to 
just go home. Look for them to sell their 
tickets. First round picks should be the 
easiest, but when that upset happens 
your whole is down the drain. Good 
luck in your pools.

 In sadness Joseph DeGuardia 
Sr. aka DioGuardi passed away. He was 
a lifelong resident of The Bronx and of 
Morris Park for more than 50 years. He 
was a professional boxer who founded 
the Morris Park Boxing Club and BA-
TOY (Better America Through Our 
Youth). He mentored, trained and in-
fl uenced hundreds of youngsters over 
the years. The amount of people that 
went to the gym is endless. He helped 

many children looking for a place to 
go. He has helped many boxers learn 
the art.  His son Joseph DeGuardia Jr. 
who is a former golden Glove Cham-
pion who started Star Boxing. He pro-
motes boxers in the area. “He taught us 
all a lot,” Joe Jr. said. “He has disciples 
all over the place.”  DeGuardia Jr was 
back to work the day after his father 
had passed. He was introducing Chris 
Algieri, the former junior welterweight 
champion from Huntington, L.I., who 
faces unbeaten prospect Errol Spence 
Jr. of DeSoto, Texas, on April 16 at 
Barclays Center. “My father respected 
Chris Algieri tremendously. “He re-
spected him for his intelligence inside 
the ring. He respected him for his intel-
ligence outside the ring. And he also re-
spected him because deep down he has 
what fi ghters truly have and that’s that 
intestinal strength. This is my father’s 
fi ghter.” DeGuardia told everyone at 
the press conference. 

Answers to last week’s question 
who was the other Met who played for 
the Lions? Bobby Bonilla played for the 
Lehman Lions.  He graduated in 1981. 
I was surprised that no Islander fans 
got the answers to what goalie scored 
the fi rst goal. The one and only Billy 
Smith. Nov. 28, 1979 -- The former New 
York Islanders goalie was the fi rst to 
be credited with an NHL goal when 
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tomers called for 911.
“He (the customer), along with oth-

ers on the block, actually waited next 
to her on the street to make sure she 
didn’t get hit again, but it seemed like 
she was there for a while. A lot of cars 
just drove by like it was nothing - but it 
was a sad scene.”

“Something like this shouldn’t hap-
pen, especially not in this area,” an-
other customer said, referring to the 
fact that there are three schools lo-
cated within close vicinity of the ac-
cident, P.S. 89, Christopher Columbus 
High School and the New York Insti-
tute for Special Education, as well as 
Mazzei Playground, right next to P.S. 
89. 

“There should be more crosswalks 
- it’s a long stretch of road between 
(Waring and Mace avenues) and there 
should be more areas where pedestri-
ans can cross safely.”

An investigation is ongoing, but no 
arrests have been made. NYPD did not 
release a sketch or the identity of the 
driver.

NYPD placed an electronic mes-
sage board at the location where Ben-
goches was hit, requesting eyewit-
nesses to call NYPD Crime Stoppers at 
(800) 555-111.

Sedan strikes and seriously injures 47-year-old woman
From page 1

(Right) An electronic message board was 
placed by the NYPD at the same location 
where Bengoches was hit. 
 Community News Group / Maddie Anthony

constituency will benefi t,” said Sala-
manca. 

The new councilman has also been 
meeting with NYC Housing Author-
ity residents and has walked through 
many developments, to observe fi rst 
hand the dire need for change. 

Broken elevators, lighting issues, 
and the all around dirty appearance of 
buildings are some of the most notica-
ble problems. 

Salamanca realizes that improving 
NYCHA conditions will be a long-term 
project. 

For now however, he is trying to 
implement immediate change in NY-
CHA properties by making small but 
signifi cant improvements like replac-
ing broken light bulbs so hallways will 
be more safe.

He is also working with senior 
groups to assist with providing free 
lunch programs to the elderly.

In early April, Salamanca will 
be moving his office to a more cen-
tral location at the corner of South-
ern Boulevard and Westchester Av-
enue. 

Salamanca was born and raised in 
District 17. 

The area covers much of the south 

Councilman Rafael Salamanca takes oath of offi ce
From page 1

Bronx including neighborhoods Hunts 
Point, Longwood, Melrose, and Sound-
view. 

He replaced Councilwoman Ma-
ria del Carmen Arroyo who resigned 
her seat to take high-paying job with a 

non-profi t agency.
He will have to run again in Sep-

tember 2017.

The city clerk and clerk of the council Michael McSweeney performed the formal swearing-in of Rafael Salamanca as the newly elected 
councilman for District 17. Will Alatriste of the New York City Council
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Summer Performing Arts Day Camp

Studio Will Provide:
Breakfast    Snacks    Arts and Crafts Material    Camp T-Shirt    Thursday Lunch – Pizza Party

Monday thru Thursday, July 11th – August 11th 

GIRLS AND BOYS WELCOME
For the second year in a row we will offer children the opportunity to spend the summer learning 

& enjoying all different styles of dance with end of summer performance

 Jazz
 Tap 

 ANDREA’S 
DANCE STUDIO

OPTION 1: FULL DAY 
8 am–5 pm 

Sign Up Weekly
$350 per week

OPTION 2: FULL DAY
8 am–5 pm

Sign up for the full 5 weeks
$325 per week

OPTION 3: HALF DAY
8 am– 1pm or 12 pm–5 pm

Sign Up Weekly
$175 per week

OPTION 4: HALF DAY
8 am– 1pm or 12 pm–5 pm
Sign up for the full 5 weeks

$160 per week

 

SUMMER TUTORING SESSIONS 
 

For an additional cost, have your child work with a licensed 
early childhood and childhood teacher

NEW!
BRING THIS AD FOR A

10% DISCOUNT
BEFORE MARCH 31ST

COME SEE WHY WE ARE THE #1 STUDIO IN THE BRONX FOR OVER 55 YEARS


