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Homeless shelter group reveals plans
Continued on Page 69

Continued on Page 69

Arrest made in aerosol bombing incident

CAR EXPLOSION
ROCKS PEL BAY

Fordham Road Goes Blue

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The NYPD has made an ar-

rest in a bombshell case that 
rocked Pelham Bay last week.

On Wednesday, March 2, 
at approximately 7:10 p.m., a 
24-year-old male driver and a 
28-year-old female passenger 
driving in a red 2015 Nissan 
Versa four-door hatchback on 
the northeast corner of Ma-
han and Roberts avenues were 
the targets of an attempted but 
failed car bombing plot.

According to an NYPD 
spokeswoman, the driver 
stated that while he was driv-
ing, he noticed smoke bellow-
ing from the car’s rear tires 
and stepped out of the vehicle 
to investigate.

When he checked, the 
driver noticed that the left 
rear tire was fl at and discov-
ered two aerosol cans with a 

detonator taped to the car’s 
undercarriage. 

The rental car’s airbags 
also deployed. The car sported 
Ohio license plates.

NYC Bomb Squad person-
nel, as well as police offi cers 
from the 45th Precinct were 
immediately dispatched to the 
scene and taped off the block 
as they investigated the bi-
zarre incident. 

The NYPD spokeswoman 
also confi rmed that only one 
of the two aerosol cans, which 
were fi lled with nails, had suc-
cessfully detonated. 

Neither the driver or the 
passenger sustained any inju-
ries from the explosion.

On Sunday, March 6, 45th 
Precinct police arrested 
36-year-old Richard Laugel in 
connection with the failed car 
bombing plot. 

Laugel, a U.S. Marine Corps 
veteran who served in Iraq, 
was charged with attempted 
murder, arson and criminal 
possession of a weapon, police 
confi rmed. 

A 3030 Middletown Road 
resident, Laugel previously 
owned Drop and Fold Laun-
dromat, formerly located at 
3021 Middletown Road, before 
its closure.

However, police did not 
present any information re-
garding Laugel’s motive or his 
relationship with the victims, 
although, according to other 
sources, it is alleged that the 
incident could have stemmed 
from illegal drugs.

“In cases such as this one, 
you’ve really have to wonder 
what goes on in some people’s 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The developers of a pro-

posed homeless shelter in Cas-
tle Hill recently met with local 
residents to discuss the up-
coming project.

On Saturday, March 5, hu-
man service agency Samari-
tan Village held a meeting 
with Senator Jeff Klein, Con-
gressman Jose Serrano, Sena-
tor Ruben Diaz, Assemblyman 
Luis Sepulveda, Council-
woman Annabel Palma and 
over 350 residents at Holy Fam-
ily Church to give the commu-
nity an update on a proposed 
homeless shelter that will be 

built at 2086 Bruckner Boule-
vard.

The meeting was led by SV 
president and CEO Tino Her-
nandez, who was previously 
the chairman of the NYC 
Housing Authority, as well as 
executive vice president and 
chief operating offi cer Doug 
Apple, who, prior to joining 
SV, was fi rst deputy commis-
sioner at the NYC Department 
of Housing Preservation and 
Development and also served 
as general manager and chief 
operating offi cer of NYCHA 
for eight years.

Both Hernandez and Apple 

gave an overview of their plan 
and their vision - confi rming 
that a 90-unit, 200-bed home-
less shelter was headed for the 
site to combat the city’s home-
less emergency.

However, many residents 
who live in the Castle Hill 
area are not pleased, to say the 
least.

Senator Jeff Klein, along 
with the other elected offi cials 
in attendance, spoke on behalf 
of the residents, stating that a 
homeless shelter is not what 
this neighborhood needs.

Dr. Michael Polcino, colorectal surgeon at St. Barnabas Hospital, 
signs the pledge to work toward achieving 80% screening for 
colorectal cancer by 2018 during the Fordham Road Business Im-
provement District and the American Cancer Society’s fi rst an-
nual ‘Fordham Road Goes Blue’ campaign held on Friday, March 4. 
See page 4 for the full story.           Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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OUR LADY OF HOPE CREMATION GARDEN 
NOW OPEN AT ST. RAYMOND’S CEMETERY

Selection and Purchase Available
Please contact Marlene at the Cemetery office at 718-792-2080 for more information

LIKE us on Facebook; www.facebook.com/StRaysCem.Main    or follow us on Twitter@StRaysCem

Cremation is permitted by the Catholic Church and 
Catholics are reminded that the cremains (ashes) are to 
be treated with respect and dignity. Cremains should be 
buried immediately after a Funeral Mass and cremains 
should never be displayed or stored in an urn at home or 
sprinkled over land or water. Just as a body is reverently 
buried after a Funeral Mass so, too, should cremains be 
buried reverently with prayer and holy water. 

Our Lady of Hope Cremation Garden will be a proper 
resting place for your loved ones in our well-cared for 
and well-maintained mausoleum area. Families for 
financial reasons may select a niche in the new garden 
with a religious burial service celebrated there.

La cremación es permitida por la Iglesia Católica y
católicos son recordados que las cenizas deben de ser
tratadas con respeto y dignidad. Las cenizas debe ser
enterradas inmediatamente después de una Misa
Fúnebrey. Las cenizas nunca deban ser exhibidas o
almacenadas en una urna en casa, ni rociadas sobre
tierra o agua. Así como un cuerpo es enterrado
reverentemente después de una Misa Fúnebre, así
también deben las cenizas ser enterradas
reverentemente con oraciones y agua bendita.

Nuestro Jardín de Cremación Nuestra Señora de
la Esperanza será un lugar de descanso apropiado para
nuestros seres queridos en el área del mausoleo que es
bien-cuidada y bien-mantenida. Las familias por
razones financieras pueden seleccionar un nicho en este
Nuevo jardín y un funeral religioso sera celebrado allí.
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GET A $5
when you buy any
TWO Curl Keeper® 

products.

before

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
We all know someone who 

has been touched by cancer - 
whether it’s a neighbor, friend, 
or family member, and the 
heartbreak it can cause. 

The west Bronx community 
has stepped into action with a 
‘Go Blue’ campaign, launched 
this past Friday by the Ford-
ham Road Business Improve-
ment District. 

The fi rst of its kind in the 
entire NYC area, the campaign 
strives to raise awareness 
about colon cancer, the second 
largest cancer killer in New 

Fordham goes blue for the greater good
York State, by getting local 
businesses to help spread the 
word. This type of cancer is one 
of the easiest types to prevent - 
more than half of lives lost due 
to the disease could be saved 
with simple screenings.

“This is the busiest shop-
ping district in the Bronx,” said 
Daniel Bernstein, deputy direc-
tor of the Fordham Road BID, 
and chair of the Bronx Cancer 
Society, “I look at this as an op-
portunity to educate people in 
a unique way.”

He says that while cancer 
is a huge topic of conversation, 
often it’s breast or lung cancer 
that is focused on and other lit-
tle known cancers go without 
any press, colon cancer being a 
prime example. 

A big difference between 
this campaign and other can-
cer related events is that the 
goal is not to raise funds - only 
awareness.

As an estimated 80 to 100 
thousand people patronize the 
Fordham Road area each day, 
the district is a great location 
for outreach.

Local businesses, 19 and 
counting, are getting in the 

spirit by handing out informa-
tion, having employees wear 
blue, and even offering ‘blue 
plate’ specials to hungry cus-
tomers. 

Bernstein explained that 
the campaign relies on the cre-
ativity and community involve-
ment to gain traction rather 
than dollar signs. 

The idea is for people to ask 
- “hey, why is this blue?” and in-
advertently receive a quick ed-
ucation about colon cancer.

For Bernstein, the cause 
hits close to home - his mother 
passed away from cancer when 
he was a teen, and his father 
survived the disease. He him-
self has been touched in the 
past. 

“I want to let people know 
there are little things you can 
do in your life to help you stay 
away from cancer,” he said.

Adults over the age of 50 
should be routinely screened 
for colon cancer, women over 
the age of 21 should be screened 
for cervical cancer, and women 
over the age of 50 should be 
screened for breast cancer. 

These tests are almost al-
ways covered by insurance, 
however if you do not have in-
surance, the NYS Department 
of Health’s Cancer Services 
Program provides free cancer 
screenings to eligible men and 
women. 

“You may not want to run 
out and do it... but you can add 
years to your life,” says Bern-
stein.

Fordham Road BID board members (l-r); David Rose, Dan Bernstein and 
Wilma Alonso. Silvio J. Pacifi co

I want to let 
people know there 

are little things 
you can do in your 

life to help you 
stay away from 

cancer.
Daniel Bernstein
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3200 Schley Ave., Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1551
Please see our daily specials on our website

www.EuroProductsDeli.com

CATERING MENU
We create extraordinary “EURO” deli trays, meat and vegetarian heroes and great salads. We deliver orders for any event.

CHEESES | OLIVES | GROCERIES
BREAKFAST | LUNCH

DELICATESSEN

Let 
EURO PRODUCTS 

cater 
your party or event.

Our offerings 
are guided 

by our clientele’s needs.
Heros, hot foods & salads 

prepared for 
School catering, 

Communions & Confi rmations, 
Christenings, Birthday Parties, 
Graduations, Bridal Showers, 
Baby Showers, Sports Events, 

and, preparations 
for your BBQ/Picnic events.

No party is too small 
or too large!

We’re 
Not Just Different; 

We’re 
Different By Design, 

With A Mission 
To Offer Top Quality Meals 

And To Put You First.
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HAVE YOU FOUND 
THE YOU IN YOU?

New York University is an affi rmative action/equal opportunity institution. 
©2016 NYU School of Professional Studies.

You’ve earned a high school degree, but you need more to 
take that fi rst step forward. Find your niche and move ahead 
through NYUSPS Professional Pathways. Earn a Diploma 
that is specifi cally designed to provide you with in-demand 
skills in a growing fi eld. Learn from industry professionals, 
and in as little as one semester, gain the competitive edge 
through online career development modules that prepare 
you for the job market. It’s the fastest, smartest way to reach 
your full potential. 

Apply today at sps.nyu.edu/diplomas07 
or call 212-998-7068.

Attend an Information Session: 
In-Person March 21, 6 p.m. or Online March 22, 10 a.m. 
— Register at sps.nyu.edu/ce/events03

Basic Project Management • Bookkeeping • Construction Administration 
Introduction to Programming with Python • Restaurant Operations and 
Guest Service • Retail Operations Management

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A $1.5 million dollar renovation of 

a concrete area that serves as a vital 
east Bronx transit hub is now under-
way. 

Beautifi cation of Amendola Plaza 
in Pelham Bay, next to the Pelham 
Bay Park stop on the IRT #6 line and 
a key transportation hub for buses, 
will receive plantings including new 
trees at three locations in what is now 
a barren-like traffi c island. 

The project will also include four-
foot-tall steel-picket fencing that will 
border the three greenspaces, which 
will be located away from bus stops 
in the center of the plaza, as well as 
granite curbs around the plant beds, 
according to a NYC Parks Depart-
ment document. 

Councilman James Vacca said he 
secured funding for the project over 
a two-year period in successive city 
budgets. 

The capital funds are now being 
put to use by the Parks Department 
after about three years of planning, 
he added.

“I always viewed Amendola Plaza 
as the entry-way to the Pelham Bay 
neighborhood,” said Vacca, adding “I 
thought that a very signifi cant beau-
tifi cation project would add to its am-
biance.”

The plaza has been an eye-sore for 
years, said the councilman, adding 
that the plans do not include the in-
stallation of benches, which had been 
a community concern.   

“Over the course of many years 

that plaza has long been neglected,” 
said Vacca. “Nobody maintained it, 
nobody swept it or shoveled snow 
from it.” 

A parks spokesman stated the con-
struction should be complete in Octo-
ber. 

Community Board 10 district man-
ager Kenneth Kearns said the area is 
a currently inhospitable for commut-
ers. 

He said that the board supports the 
effort to renovate the plaza. 

“The idea behind it was to beautify 
the plaza and identify it as a destina-
tion for people, and to maximize the 
commuter experience by providing 
a pleasant environment to wait for 
buses or trains,” said Kearns. 

Michele Torrioni, president of the 
Pelham Bay Taxpayers and Commu-
nity Association, said that she hears a 
lot of complaints about the cleanliness 
of the area around Amendola Plaza 
and the Pelham Bay Park station. 

“I am concerned about who is go-
ing to be responsible for keeping the 
area clean,” asked Torrioni, who 
noted that at Keane Square Park, 
where there is also a fenced-off area. 
There are issues with people dumping 
trash and debris.  

She likes that concept of the proj-
ect, which should feature native 
plantings of trees and plants similar 
to ones already in the area, but feels 
that people in the community will 
meet the changes with mixed views. 

“It would be good to have some-
thing nice there, because it is kind of 
wasted space now,” said Torrioni of 
Amendola Plaza, who added that she 
believes the area has to look better 
than it does now. 

The plaza was named after An-
thony Amendola in 1982. 

At the time, Amendola owned the 
nearby Chateau Pelham catering es-
tablishment, and was celebrated for 
his commitment to the local Pelham 
Bay community, according to a docu-
ment from the era. 

The former restaurant site is now 
a medical offi ce and a two-story com-
mercial building with stores on the 
fi rst fl oor that face the plaza.

Amendola Plaza gets 
$1.5 million upgrade

The NYC Parks Department diagram shows the scope of the beautifi cation project underway 
at Amendola Plaza in Pelham Bay. Photo courtesy of NYC Parks Department

The idea behind it was 
to beautify the plaza 
and identify it as a 

destination for people, 
and to maximize the 

commuter experience.
Kenneth Kearns
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3446 East Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY 10465
(718) 409-2020

www.oconnorscarpets.com
Store Hours: Mon-Thurs. 9am–6pm

                      Fri. & Sat. 9am–5pm

O’CONNOR’S
C A R P E T  C E N T E R

25% 
Off

SPRING SAVINGS

5%
Off

ANY ORDER
With this coupon

SPRING SAVINGS

999 
LINOLEUM
Installation Available. 

Most credit cards 
accepted

SQ. YD

SPRING SAVINGS

1999

BERBER 
FLOORING

Installed

SQ. YD

CARPET    |     LAMINATE    |     VINYL    |     WINDOW TREATMENTS    |     AREA RUGS

CARPET REMNANTS

25% 
Off

ALL
WINDOW

TREATMENTS

O’CONNOR’S
C A R P E T  C E N T E R

SPRING HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

SALE
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NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
ALL MEATS CUSTOM CUT

YOUR WAY

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE
DELIVERY

ON PURCHASES OVER $50

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm
Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919
1554 Paulding Ave
Bronx, NY 10462

 COME IN AND 
HAVE A FREE CUP 

OF COFFEE

www.giordanosbigg.com

MEAT • FISH • DELI
GROCERY • WE DELIVER
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD BUTCHER HERE 7 DAYS A WEEK

SAVE

$5999
ALL THIS FOR

VARIETY PACK

1 lb Veal Cutlets
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Spare Ribs
2 lbs CC Pork Chops
2 lbs Beef Stew
2 lbs Chuck Chop

2 lbs Chuck Filet
2 lbs Sh. London Broil
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Sh. Lamb Chops
2 lbs Beef Stew
2 lbs Shell Steak
2 lbs Club Steak
2 lbs Chicken Legs
2 Lbs Chicken Breasts
2 lbs Chuck Chop
2 lbs Sausage
2 lbs CC Pork Chops

CADILLAC PLAN

$14995
ALL THIS FOR

SAVE

6 lbs Chicken (2)
2 lbs Italian Sausage
1 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs CC Pork Chops
2 lbs Chuck Chop

$4499
ALL THIS FOR

THIS IS INSANE

SAVE

SEAFOOD

$399 lb.OXTAILS

$399 lb.GOAT MEAT

15 LB
BOX

CUSTOM CUT FREE
$999 lb.RIB STEAKS

CHOICE

1 Top Round London Broil (1”)
1 lb Veal Cutlets
1 1/2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
6 Pcs. CC Pork Chops 
1 1/2 lbs Sirloin Chop Meat

$5595
ALL THIS FOR

BEST OF
EVERYTHING

SAVE

$9999ALL THIS 
FOR

WOW
SAVE

$5799
ALL THIS FOR

HERES THE BEEF

SAVE

$10999
ALL THIS FOR

5 PEOPLE CAN EAT

SAVE

$1299 lb.

(HEADS)  3lb. AVG.

U.S.D.A. SELECT

FILLET MIGNON

$1499 lb.REG.

CUSTOM CUT FREE

$1500

WHOLE 
CHICKENS

CUSTOM CUT FREE

3 for

HAM $399 lb.
LOW SALT

JUMBO SHRIMP ON ICE
$999 lb.

TILAPIA FILET
$399 lb.

16-20 CT.

BABY LOBSTER TAILS
$199 ea.

AMERICAN CHEESE
$499 lb.

1 lb. PACK
THIN SLICED

BACON
BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

ITALIAN
CHICKEN

SAUSAGE

2 lb London Broil
2 lbs Chuck Filet
2 lbs Beef Stew
2 lbs Sandwich Steak
2 lbs Chuck Chop

5 Pieces Shell Steak
1 1/2 lbs Veal Cutlets
3 lbs CC Pork Chops
6 lbs Chicken (2)
3 lbs Chuck Chop

1 lb Veal Cutlets
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Chuck Chop
2 lbs Italian Sausage
6 lbs Chicken
3 pcs. Club Steak
2 lbs CC Pork Chops

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, N.Y. 10465 
or e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.
com. Please include a phone 
number or a way to contact 
you in case of questions. 

Hello readers! 
Welcome to another edi-

tion of Around Town. 
Scanlan Grad Makes 

Good In U.S. Navy 

Daniel Rodriguez, a U.S. 
Navy petty offi cer and a 2010 
graduate of Monsignor Scan-
lan High School, is serving 
aboard the USS Harry Tru-
man aircraft carrier. 

He was recognized as the 
ship’s Warrior of the Day on 

Thursday, March 3. Each 
Warrior of the Day is selected 
from more than 2,000 sailors 
assigned and is recognized 
by Truman’s commander.

Rodriguez is a borough na-
tive. His commendable hard 
work and dedication set the 
standard for his peers, earn-
ing him recognition as War-
rior of the Day.

Young Lady Competes 

For Teen Title

Angie Morocho of Ford-
ham was recently selected to 
participate in the 2016 Miss 
Teen Pageant Competition 
that will take place on Sun-
day, April 3. 

Angie learned of her ac-
ceptance into this year’s 
competition when the pag-
eant announced their selec-

tions following interviewing 
in the local New York area. 

Angie will be competing 
for her share of thousands 
of dollars in prizes and spe-
cialty gifts that will be dis-
tributed to contestants. An-
gie will be competing in 
the Miss Teen division, one 
of two divisions that will 
have young ladies ages of 
13 through 19 competing in 

modeling routines, which 
include casual wear and for-
mal wear.

Most importantly, Angie 
will display her personality 
and interviewing skills while 
interviewing with this year’s 
judging panel. Personality is 
the number one aspect that 
each contestant is judged on 
during all phases of competi-
tion.

Daniel Rodriguez (l) accepts his award as ‘Warrior of the Day.’

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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Together, We Can

ArchCare Advantage HMO SNP is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in ArchCare Advantage depends on 
contract renewal. This plan is available to anyone with Medicare who meets the Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) level of care.  This information 
is available for free in other languages. Please call our customer service number at 800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, Sunday-Saturday, 
8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  Esta información está disponible gratis en otros idiomas. Por favor llame a nuestro número de servicio al cliente al 
800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, de domingo a sábado, de 8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premi-
um. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, copayments, and restric-
tions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year.  Star ratings are based on 
five stars. Star ratings are assessed each year and may change from one year to the next.
* Maximum of $50 per month. Unused amounts do not carry over.

Together, we can keep
you healthy and enjoying life

With ArchCare Advantage HMO Special Needs Plan you get 

all the benefits of Medicare plus valuable extra features at No Additional Cost 

beyond your usual Medicare premiums.

$600 a year to spend on OTC health items* 

Doctor visits with little or no co-pay

Full prescription drug coverage 

Preventive care to keep you out of the hospital 

Your own personal care manager

Health Plans and Nursing Home Alternatives | Home Care | Skilled Nursing Care
Rehabilitation | Assisted Living | Specialized Care | Palliative Care | Hospice

We’re here to help.
800-373-3177 
TTY/TDD: 800-662-1220  
8 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
seven days a week
www.archcareadvantage.org 

H1777_Print_2016_Accepted

�����������������
ArchCare Advantage has received an

overall rating of 4 STARS (Above Average)

from Medicare.
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Right now, the New York City Council has the opportunity to support a 
commonsense affordable housing plan that will help more aging adults 
live independently in their homes in the city they love.  

Taking action on Mayor de Blasio’s Affordable Housing plan will create 
200,000 affordable housing units over the next 10 years for low- and 
moderate-income residents, including seniors and people of all ages. 
Today, there are 200,000 seniors on waiting lists for affordable housing 
in our city.  

This sensible plan will help right this wrong and give all New Yorkers 
struggling to make ends meet a chance to live and thrive in the city we 
all call home.

Pass the Mayor’s affordable housing plan.

To see how our members are getting involved,  
go to aarp.org/nyc New Yorkers 

need affordable 
housing now.

facebook.com/AARPNY 
@AARPNY

aarp.org/nyc

Paid for by AARP

Expires 4/15/2014

There’s always something to pay for.
Don’t lose out on your maximum refund.

Let us help get what you deserve.

At Bronx Tax Man, we will work hard to 
maximize your Tax Refunds

40 Precinct 
Friday, February 19, 5:35 p.m. -- A 

23-year-old man was the victim of a stab-
bing after a dispute on a northbound subway 
train at the East 149th Street and 3rd Avenue 
subway station. The perpetrator, a Hispan-
ic man, roughly 45-years-old and weighing 
about 190 pounds, stabbed the victim with 
a sharp object. The perpetrator wore a black 
skull cap, a gray waist length jacket, eye 
glasses and was carrying a cane.

43 Precinct 
Friday, March 4, 6:38 a.m. -- Officers 

found someone needing medical attention 
when they responded to a 911 call for an as-
sault near Castle Hill and Seward avenues. 
When they got to the scene, the officers en-
countered a 36-year-old man with a stab 
wounds to his torso, leg and back. There was 
also a 30-year-old male with a stab wound 
to his right thigh. The 36-year-old died after 
being taken to Jacobi Medical Center. 

46 Precinct
Tuesday, March 1, 10:30 p.m. -- A 

28-year-old man was found unconscious at 
Elm Avenue and East Fordham Road. 

He was brought by ambulance to St. 
Barnabas Hospital where he was pro-
nounced dead. 

An investigation following the incident 
showed that the man had stab wounds to 
his torso and was a homicide victim. 

52 Precinct 
Wednesday, February 24, 2:47 p.m. -- 

A crime of opportunity occurred when a thief 
took a 27-year-old woman’s purse when she 
left it unattended inside a Burlington Coat 
Factory location at 2543 Webster Avenue. 

The thief, who was part of a group of 
three, fled the store with the purse, which 
contained a debit card and about $250 
cash. 

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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ATTENTION 
HOME OWNERS
We are approaching the Spring Market fast. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Bus radios 
a year late

Dear editor,
The Metropolitan Trans-

portation Authority $202 mil-
lion contract award for a new 
NYC Transit Bus Radio Sys-
tem to support a fl eet of over 
6,000 buses missed some is-
sues of interest to Bronx bus 
riders and taxpayers.   

The award is well over 
one year late, based upon the 
original base line schedule. 
Success of this project which 
is suppose to be completed 
within fi ve years is also de-
pendent on coordination with 
and timely completion of the 
$150 million NYCT East New 
York Bus Facility Command 
Center. Funding provided for 
both includes project mile-
stones under grants from the 
United States Department 
of Transportation Federal 
Transit Administration.  The 
base bid award still needs to 
execute an option clause to 
cover 1,300 buses operated by 
MTA Bus.  This includes over 
250 buses owned by MTA Bus 
operates on over one dozen 
routes previously served by 
Liberty Lines Bronx Express 
and New York Bus private bus 
operators.  Purchasing simi-
lar equipment for MTA Bus 
could easily cost an additional 
$50 million.

MTA NYCT has a poor 
track record for new technol-
ogy projects when it comes 
successful completion on time 
and within budget.  Previous 
projects such as Public Ad-
dress Customer Information 
Systems, Automatic Train 
Supervision, Communication 
Based Train Control and Un-
derground Police Radio sys-
tems combined costs totaled 
close to $1 billion dollars.  All 
four projects suffered signifi -
cant delays during project 
scooping, design and engi-
neering, procurement process, 
actual construction followed 
by installation and testing.  
This resulted in each being 
completed several years later 
beyond original project mile-
stone schedules as contained 
in the fi rst USDOT FTA grants 
which provided funding.  The 
fi nal bill ended up above each 
Project Engineer’s original 
cost estimate accompanied by 
change orders impacting bud-
gets. 

The previous bus radio 
system project contract was 
awarded to Orbital Sciences 

Corporation in 1996. Fund-
ing was provided under a US-
DOT FTA grant. Project scope 
of work included design, con-
struction and installation of 
a bus arrival monitoring sys-
tem.  After four years of con-
tinued delays combined with 
unresolved challenges of in-
terference by high rise Man-
hattan buildings, the contract 
was terminated and project 
canceled.

     Let’s hope that MTA 
NYCT are using lessons 
learned from earlier problem 
that plagued new technol-
ogy projects.  Taxpayers and 
commuters are counting on 
the MTA NYCT being able to 
complete both new technology 
projects with each contractor 
based upon the agreed base-
line budgets and detailed con-
tract schedules.

Larry Penner

A planned
travesty

Dear editor,
A series of undercover vid-

eos by the Center for Medical 
Progress, a California-based 
organization, revealed high 
ranking Planned Parenthood 
offi cials discussing the har-
vesting and traffi cking of 
aborted ‘fetus’ body parts. The 
revelation of this heinous act 
caused tremendous outrage, 
disbelief, and disgust. The 
supporters of Planned Parent-
hood came to its defense.

In January of this year 
Planned Parenthood de-
fended their practices, using 
the courts to silence the Cen-
ter for Medical Progress and 
defl ect the public’s attention 
from their illegal activities, by 
suing the CMP and its founder 
David Daleiden in San Fran-
cisco federal court. The suit 
covered unlawful behavior 
for actions ranging from pro-
ducing secret recordings, tres-
passing and using false Cali-
fornia driver’s licenses 

Recently a grand jury is-
sued indictments against CPM 
associates David Daleiden and 
Susan Merritt. It was Mer-
ritt who conducted the under-
cover sting operation that pro-
duced the videos. In effect, the 
indictments cleared Planned 
Parenthood of criminal con-
duct, thus absolving it of any 
wrongdoing in the sale of fetal 
tissue, which is illegal.

This is a travesty, commit-
ted by unscrupulous people in 
positions of power. I believe 

Justitia the Roman goddess of 
justice, the blind lady we all 
know holding the scale that 
symbolizes the balance be-
tween truth and fairness, has 
in this case been replaced by 
the ‘Three wise monkeys’ em-
bodying the proverbial princi-
ple, ‘See no evil, hear no evil, 
speak no evil’.

Bob Pascarella 

Didn’t initiate
hip hop effort
Dear editor,
In an article re the co-nam-

ing of Sedgwick Avenue to 
The Hip Hop Boulevard you 
included Windows of Hip Hop 
as one of the leading advocates 
for the naming. Although we 
totally support the hip hop 
name changing project, we 
were not the group that spear-
headed this initiative. 

The ones who spearheaded 
the initiative are Jacob Mor-
ris, Kool Herc, Cindy Camp-
bell, several of the tenants at 
the residence,and local offi -
cials.

Lastly, we are not the group 
working on a hip hop museum. 
We support these efforts as 
well. Sincerely,

Melissa Libran, president

Windows of Hip Hop, Inc.

Tips to advance
Republicanism

Dear editor,
Recently a contributor be-

moaned the dearth of Repub-
lican voters and the corre-
sponding lack of Republican 
infl uence in local politics - as 
if this was a bad thing.  This 
lack of local support might be 
reversed if national Repub-
lican fi gures aligned their 
views to the more moderate 
and thoughtful positions fa-
vored by the local electorate.  

Abandoning natavistic, 
mysogynistic and jingois-
tic attitudes would no doubt 
help increase voter favor for 
Republican candidates.  De-
nying the humanity of poten-
tial immigrants, restricting 
women’s access to services 
deemed legal by the Supreme 
court and viewing military 
action as the fi rst option in in-
ternational disputes are not 
positions that will increase 
the Republican share of the 
voting public.      

Another change that 
would help the Republican 

cause would be a cessation 
of mindless oppostion to any 
presidential proposal--oppo-
sition for the sake of opposi-
tion.  Feel free to differ and 
offer alternatives, but aban-
don knee-jerk reactions that 
do not serve any legitimate 
purpose.  

Republicans need to real-
ize that compromise is not 
surrender, and abandon the 
strict adherence to ideology 
over the interests of the av-
erage citizen if they hope to 
increase their infl uence lo-
cally.   

Pasqual Pelosi
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Penne Alla Vodka

Spring Salad with Balsomic Vinigrette

Roast Prime of Beef
Chicken Francese
Shrimp Oreganata
Roast Leg of Lamb w/Mint Jelly
All Coffee, Pastries and Desserts 
Served at Tables

$4200

Carving
station

Pasta
station

Seafood
station

Chafing
station

1703 Bronxdale Avenue

Choice Of: 

Dinner

     Premium Liquors served throughout affair

Openbar 1/2 Price
for children
age 5 of 12

 

FREE
for children

4 years and under

Easter Sundaytraditiontradition

for the children

from the Easter Bunnyfor the children

from the Easter Bunny
FREE GIFTS
FREE GIFTS

eeeeee

+10% gratuities, sales tax included.

$5000

per personper person$5000

Pasta: 

Salad: 

Maestro’s Caterer’s

Wok
STATION

VALET
PARKING

INCLUDED

Down Under the Bruckner grant $$
BY MADELINE ANTHONY

Cultural or recreational 
activities may be coming to a 
forlorn section of the Bruck-
ner Expressway underpass 
thanks to $75,000 grant. 

Youth Ministries for 
Peace and Justice, a Bronx 
non-profit, was named one 
of six winners of this year’s 
Neighborhood Challenge 
initiative - a yearly grant 
funded by Small Business 
Servives and NYC Economic 
Development Corporation. 

The grant challenges 
community-based organiza-
tions and business improve-
ment districts  to design in-
novative plans to improve 
neighborhoods, and YMPJ’s 
proposal to renovate the un-
derpass at Bronx River Ave-
nue was selected. 

The group would like  
to transform the dark and 
dingy underpass into a cul-
tural center of some kind. 

Exact plans for the use of 
the space have not yet been 
decided - the funds will func-
tion as seed money to get the 
area ready for a larger reno-
vation. 

But for now, the space will 
be cleaned up, painted, and 
lighting will be installed to 
prepare the area for the next 
phase. 

The rest of the money will 
go towards figuring out what 
could thrive in the space - in-
cluding holding community 
meetings to see what resi-
dents would like to see pop 
up in their neighborhood.

Current ideas include:  an 
amphitheater, a skateboard-
ing area,  a youth activitiy 
space, a basketball court, a 
fresh produce market and  
an outdoor art gallery.

Community Board 9 was 
instrumental in acquiring 
the grant, and will be work-
ing  with the Youth Minis-
tries for Peach and Justice as 
the project moved forward.

“We need to come up with 
a game plan,” said William 
Riveria, district manager of 
CB9. “We don’t want to put 
all these resources into say 
a green market...and then 
have it only open on week-
ends,” he cautioned.

Hannah Fleisher, an ur-
ban planner with CB9, wrote 

the grant proposal in con-
junction with David Shuf-
fler, the executive director 
of YMPJ.

She said that renovat-
ing this underpass will be a 
great help to businesses on 
Westchester Avenue between 
Bronx River and Bronx River 
Parkway who have low foot 
traffic because residents 
can’t cross the Bruckner to 
get to Westchester Avenue. 

“There are only three 
areas in a 10-block stretch 
where residents can cross 
from south to north,” said 
Fleisher. “Two of them go 
over the highway, and one 
of them is this area under-
neath.” 

With this renovation, the 
community will be encour-
aged to walk through the 
space and access the many 
things the other side of the 
highway has to offer, includ-
ing parks and businesses.

The space is currently 
the property of the New York 
State Department of Trans-
portation. 

The NYC Department of 
Transportation  is open to 

the renovations, and has al-
ready conducted a feasibility 
study. 

The next issue to tackle 
now is determining how 
much it will cost to get the 
long abandoned area ready 

for public use.
Assemblyman Marcos 

Crespo origianlly suggested 
the idea to renovate this va-
cant space - and has said he 
is willing to allocate funds 
to make it happen. 

The Bruckner Expressway overpass (l) and an overpass in Madrid(r), that 
has been developed into a community space.                  
                     Photo Courtesy of Neighborhood Challenge NYC
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APPETIZERS
(Choose one)

STUFFED ARTICHOKE
Artichoke stuffed with bread crumbs, black and 

green olives, parmigiano cheese and fresh garlic 

in lemon sauce with a touch of white wine.

FRIED CALAMARI
with marinara sause

CAPRESE
Fresh homemade mozzarella sliced tomato, 

basil, roasted red peppers

EGGPLANT ROLLATINI
Rolled stuffed with ricotta topped with marinara 

and mozzarella

MUSSELS MARINARA (spicy)

PASTA
(Choose one)

PENNE ALLA VODKA
Fresh tomato sause, prosciutto, shallots, Vodka, a 

touch of cream with parmigiano cheese

RIGATONI BOLOGNESE
Rigatoni pasta coverd in a light meat sauce

ENTRÉE
(Choose one)

(All entrees served with mashed potatoes)

ROASTED RACK OF LAMB
Served in our special homemade gravy with 

string beans

CHICKEN ROLLATINI
Fresh chicken breast rolled and stuffed with 

chopped prosciutto, fontina cheese, spinach 

served with sliced Portobello mushrooms in 

sherry wine sauce

GRILLED BABY LAMB CHOPS
Grilled New Zealand baby lamb chops sautéed 

with virgin olive oil and garlic served with 

broccoli rabe and mint jelly

SALMON PISTACHIO
Fresh wild Salmon baked and crusted with 

pistachio, served over spinach and asparagus 

with a touch of pinot grigio 

Pre-Fix Menu

900 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx, NY 10462 | 718-891-3830 | www.900Park.com

11am to 1pm 
2pm to 4pm

$3295
pp

plus tax and gratuity 

Brunch Buffet

Coffee or tea

Chocolate cake, Cheese cake, 

Zeppoles

$3995
pp

plus tax and gratuity 
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Easter Family Tradition at:

Sunday, March 27, 2016 -12noon-5pm

Dinner

Open Bar, Premium Liquor Served Throughout Affair
Eastwood Dessert Served At Your Table

3371 Eastchester Road, Bronx, NY
Reservations: 718-654-4200

One Hour Cocktail Reception - Four Hours Dining & Dancing
Featuring: 

Alive ‘N’ Kickin Orchestra & Show
Carving Station • Seafood Station • Pasta Station • Chafing

Station • Antipasto Station • Wok Station• Fresh Fruit & Cheese Display

Choice Of:

Rigatoni Ala Vodka • Tuscany Salad
Prime Rib of Beef • Chicken Rollatini
Salmon Oreganata • Roast Leg of Lamb w/Mint Jelly 
Mixed Vegetables  • Baked Stuffed Potato
Eastwood Dessert served at your table

FREE GIFTS

For the children
from the 

Easter Bunnies

$50
per person

plus 10% gratuity
sales tax included

1/2 Price For

Children Under

the age of 12
Deluxe Cocktail Hour:

No Charge for

Children under 5

years of age

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 18th Annual Throggs Neck St. 

Patrick’s Day Parade is this Sunday 
on East Tremont Avenue. 

The parade steps off at noon at 
East Tremont and Lafayette avenues 
on Sunday, March 13, and marches 
past a reviewing stand that will be 
located at Harding and East Tremont 
avenues. 

This year’s grand marshals are 
community activists and Gaelic foot-
ball enthusiasts Dave and Noreen 
Kilkenny, and honored clergy is Fr. 
Christopher Devron, president of 
Fordham Prep. 

Along with the Kilkennys and 
Devron, families of 21 honorary 
grand marshals, community lead-
ers who recently passed away, will 
be marching to honor their deceased 

St. Patrick’s Parade kicks off Sunday

Honorary grand marshal George Peragine, 
one of 21 people being posthumously hon-
ored during the parade, with his wife Linda. 
 Photo courtesy of Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s 
Parade

Father Christopher Devron. Fordham Prep 
president, is the honored clergy for the pa-
rade. 
 Photo courtesy of Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s 
Parade

loved ones. 
Noreen Kilkenny said before the 

display of community pride that she 
hopes that the parade is a great op-
portunity for people of the borough 
to have a family day and celebrate 
the Irish contributions to the com-
munity and city. 

“It is for people of all cultures, 
and we just want everyone to come 
out and have a fun time with their 
family,” said Noreen Kilkenny, add-
ing that the parade is an opportu-
nity for the community residents to 
get to know each other and celebrate 
Throggs Neck’s blessings. 

The grand marshal stressed the 
religious aspect of the holiday, which 
is named for the patron saint of Ire-
land. This year’s parade will be pre-
ceded as it always is with a Mass at 
St. Benedict Church. 

“I hope to see everyone at the 
Mass,” she said. “Religion is a big 
part of the Irish culture. We want to 
preserve that and be thankful for our 
blessings.”

John Peragine, the son of honor-
ary grand marshal George Peragine, 
said that his father always enjoyed 
going to the Throggs Neck St. Pat-
rick Day Parade, often taking part in 
the festive cavalcade as part of one 
of several bands that march every 
year and provide much of the event’s 

‘soundtrack.’ 
“(The parade) is just a good way 

for people to connect with each other 
and with the community,” said John 
Peragine. 

Peragine, who was part of the lo-
cal music scene with groups like 
the New York Ancients, Edgewater 
Park Colonials and Silver Beach Co-
lonials, would have been immensely 
honored to know that his life was be-
ing celebrated by this parade in his 
community, his son said.

 Peragine lived in Edgewater 
Park.  

The honorary grand marshals for 
the parade are: Margaret Babcock, 
Carol Boyle, Monica Burns, John 
Byrne, Charlie Capezuti, Robert Con-
nolly, Dan Cotter, Ann Devany, Eliz-
abeth Kelleher, Thomas Laughlin, 
Michael Martz, John Mullins, Jo-
seph Murphy, Teresa O’Hara, Daniel 
O’Shea, Peragine, Benny Randazzo, 
Anthony Riccardella, Mildred Scott, 
Ethel Tarpey and Alice Tell. 

It is for people of all 
cultures, and we just 

want everyone to come 
out and have a fun time 

with their family.
Noreen Kilkenny
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Easter Sunday
���������	
�

March 27, 2016
CCocktailCCC HHourHH

Passing Prosecco Aperitivos | Cold Antipasto Display 
Baked Clams | Shrimp Cocktail 

Eggplant Rollatini | Fried Calamari
Traditional Easter Boards

CCarvingCCC SStationSSS
Leg Of Lamb | Fresh Ham

Course One
Served Individually

Burrata Di Casa

Course Two
Choice Of

Manicotti 
Orecchiette Con Broccoli Di Rapa & Sausage 

 Farfalle Alla Vodka

Course Three
Choice Of

Rosemary Rack Of Lamb | Tuscan Rubbed Rib-Eye
Chicken Scarpariello | Stuffed Filet Of Sole 

Jumbo Shrimp Scampi

Course Four
Tableside

Miniature Italian Cookies & Pastries 
 Fresh Fruit

Included Beverages

Soft Drinks, Coffee, Tea or Espresso
Open Bar Includes: Wine & Domestic Beer

 $50 Per Person + Tax + Gratuity
Children 12 and Under Ordering 

From The Kids Menu are 1/2 Price

Event Time: 2PM-7PM
Easter Raffle | Egg Hunt 

Photos with The Easter Bunny  
Entertainment By DJ Serg

1913   BRONXDALE   AVENUE   |   BRONX   NY   10462 
  T.718.792.5956| F.718.430.0998 | WWW.FJPINE.COM

1634 EASTCHESTER ROAD | BRONX NY 10461
  T.718.319.0900 |  F.718.319.0910 | WWW.PINEBARGRILL.COM

Easter Brunch
Sunday, March 27, 2016

PINE
BAR + GRILL

�������������

CContinentalCCC DDisplayiDDDD
Mini Muffins | Danish | Croissants | Bagels

Including All Complimenting Spreads

OOmelet mOOOO SStationSSS
Create Your Own

Cold Antipasto

Shrimp Cocktail | Cured Meats 
Assorted Cheese | Spring Salad Medley 

Fresh Mozzarella + Tomato  |  Roasted Beets + Oranges
Grilled Asparagus | Marinated Artichokes | Roasted Peppers 

Artisan Breads

Hot Antipasto

Stuffed Mushrooms | Sweet Sausage + Peppers 
Baked Clams | Wings 

Pasta

Penne Alla Vodka
Rigatoni Filetto 

Farfalle Country Style

Carving Station

Glazed Ham | Roasted Turkey

Entrées 

Eggplant Rollatini | Grilled Atlantic Salmon 
Chicken Francese | Chicken Parmigiana 

Grilled Salmon Teriyaki

Sides

Glazed Carrots + Green Beans  
Roasted Red Bliss Potatoes 

Dessert

Easter Dessert Display
Coffee| Tea | Espresso

 $35 Per Person + Tax + Gratuity
  $12  Children 12 and Under + Tax + Gratuity

Seating Times: 12-2PM  |  3-5PM  |  Open Seating 5PM
Unlimited 

Soft Drinks | Champagne | Sangria | Bellini Wine | Mimosa
Arts + Crafts For The Kids | Easter Bunny Appearence | Egg Hunt  
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This summer, the NYU 
School of Professional Studies 
(NYUSPS), a leader in profes-
sionally focused education, 
will offer an affordable option 
of study that will provide in-
dividuals who have earned a 
high school degree with the 
opportunity to acquire indus-
try focused skills that will 
prepare them for jobs in fields 
with growing levels of employ-
ment. New Diplomas, offered 
through NYUSPS Professional 
Pathways, are designed as im-
mersive programs of study 
that can be completed in as 
little as one semester. During 
Summer 2016, six Diplomas 
will be offered. They include:

The one-semester Diploma 
in Basic Project Manage-
ment, which prepares you for 
a career in this growing field 
by gaining a hands-on under-
standing of the essential ter-
minology and the application 
of the basic tools, techniques, 
and practices required to be-
come an effective and con-

tributing member of a project 
team.

The Diploma in Book-
keeping, a one-semester, 
blended program, which im-
parts the knowledge and skill 
sets to perform functions 
within the bookkeeping cycle, 
manually and with Quick-
Books and Xero. Ground your-
self in accounting ethics and 
best practices, while exploring 
basic concepts including debits, 
credits, “T-accounts,” journal 
accounting, GAAP concepts, 
accrual and double-entry re-
cord keeping, and more.

The Diploma in Con-
struction Administration 
is a one-semester, blended pro-
gram that provides the skills 
to secure an entry-level posi-
tion within the commercial or 
residential building sectors of 
the real estate industry. Learn 
about the construction pro-
cess and document adminis-
tration. Gain an introduction 
to construction methods and 
materials, building systems, 

drawings, estimating, and 
scheduling.

The one-semester Diploma 
in Introduction to Program-
ming with Python provides 
students with the knowledge 
and the applied skills needed 
to pursue careers as junior 
software engineers or devel-
opers in one of the fastest-
growing and most in-demand 
languages in the industry. 
The Diploma equips students 
with the basics of Python for 
web development (front- and 
back-end). It explores Py-
thon’s standard library, ad-
vanced features, and power-
ful coding techniques, which 
include procedural, object-
oriented, and functional pro-
gramming. 

The one-semester Di-
ploma in Restaurant Opera-
tions and Guest Service will 
prepare students with a com-
prehensive understanding 
of front-of-house and back-of-
house restaurant operations, 
and what it takes to succeed in 

the food and beverage indus-
try. Benefit from site visits to 
NYC restaurants and from the 
invaluable experiences of sea-
soned industry veterans.

The one-semester Diploma 
in Retail Operations Man-
agement trains nonretail as-
sociates, retail associates, and 
retail department managers 
with the enhanced knowledge, 
expertise, insights, and skills 
required to become a retail 
buyer, a retail merchandiser, 
or a retail operations manage-
ment trainee. From reading fi-
nancial statements, to building 
efficient teams, to exploring 
in-store and online merchan-
dising techniques, students 
will gain the skills necessary 
to excel in this growing field.

All Diplomas will provide 
industry specific career mod-
ules presented online in a self-
paced format, which help stu-
dents to better understand the 
job market. Upon completion 
of your diploma, you also will 
have access to an online portal 

featuring job postings and a 
resource library. Annual net-
working events will provide 
opportunities to meet with 
peers and employers in the 
field. Each program of study 
provides students with a tan-
gible take-away project that 
can be added to their résumé 
and presented to prospective 
employers.

Attend an in-person in-
formation session on Mon-
day, March 21 at 6 p.m. or 
an online session on Tues-
day, March 22 at 10 a.m. to 
learn more about our sum-
mer diploma offerings. Visit  
sps.nyu.edu/ce/events03 
for further details and to reg-
ister.

For more information about 
NYUSPS Diploma Programs, 
visit sps.nyu.edu/diplomas07 
or call 212-998-7068.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

High School Graduates, Build Skills in Fields That are Hiring 
Through Affordable, Short-Format NYUSPS Diploma Programs

BY ROBERT WIRSING
An experienced building 

supplies company promises to 
‘deliver’ quality service much 
like its legendary predeces-
sor.

Last December, Brook-
lyn-based MarJam Supply 
Company opened its fi rst-
ever Bronx store at the for-
mer site of ElJam Products in 
Westchester Square.

ElJam was founded in 1973 
as a family owned and oper-
ated mid-sized lumber and 
buildings materials dealer. It 
served the borough for more 
than four decades.

According to Mark Buller, 
MarJam founder and owner, 
Joseph Esposito and his 
brother Albert, ElJam’s own-
ers, approached MarJam 
when they thought about re-
tirement.

MarJam accepted the offer 
and went to work renovating 
and modernizing the facility 
at 2925 E. Tremont Avenue.

“ElJam was here for 42 
years, but they were still us-
ing pen and paper to keep 
track over most of their trans-
actions,” said Carl Torres, 
MarJam branch manager for 

MarJam Supplies takes over ElJam lumber yard
the Bronx.

Torres, an Allerton resi-
dent, said the renovations in-
cluded adding computers to 
better organize business re-
cords and transactions, refur-
bishing their showroom and 
updating the building sup-
ply yard to include additional 
gates.

MarJam’s showroom con-
tains most notably a mill shop, 
roofi ng supplies and a full 
hardware store among many 
other features.

Torres said they are cur-
rently waiting on new MarJam 
exterior signage to arrive.

Established in 1979, Mar-
Jam sells acoustical ceiling 
systems, doors and frames, 
windows, roofi ng, siding, 
fl ooring, insulation, tools, 
hardware, equipment, wall 
systems, lumber, plywood, 
adhesives, masonry and spe-
cialty items to builders, con-
tractors, architects, engi-
neers, the government and the 
public.

The company has expanded 
over the years to a staff of 
nearly 800 professionals and 
operates 37 ‘super centers’ in 
12 states serving the entire 

East Coast.
Buller and Torres said their 

company is excited to learn 
more about the Bronx and to 

continue providing residents 
with quality high-end build-
ing goods like ElJam did.

“There’s a lot of legacy at 

this site from ElJam being 
there for so many years and 
we’re hoping to continue it,” 
said Buller, adding. “Mar-
Jam’s motto is ‘we deliver’ and 
that’s not just about deliveries, 
we treat people and our cus-
tomers on a higher level.”

“Being born and raised in 
the Bronx myself, I’m very 
happy to be here and so, too, is 
my staff,” said Torres. “We’re 
very committed to this loca-
tion and we are looking to help 
out local organizations as well 
as employing local workers.”

MarJam is open for busi-
ness every Monday through 
Friday 6 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sat-
urdays 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Buller said that MarJam’s 
Bronx store is now hiring and 
is looking for local workers in-
terested in such job opportu-
nities as sales, marketing, ad-
ministration and purchasing.

If interested, Buller said 
prospective applicants can 
visit www.marjam.com to 
fi ll out an application or visit 
the store to fi ll one out during 
business hours.

For more information, con-
tact MarJam at (718) 792-8800.

(l-r) MarJam Building Supplies’ staff Anthony Guarracini; Carl Torres, 
branch manager; Ron Galloway; Gary Zurlo and Sedgewick Reclin. 
 Silvio J. Pacifi co
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Acting as a for profi t organization.  Crematory fee is not included, 
death certifi cates and disposition permits not included in service fee.

718-339-0700
STONEYCREEKCREMATION.COM

For those wishing to preplan their fi nal contribution 
to society, if paid in full today we will include the cost 

of the crematory.
($995 Society’s Service Fee)

For more info, please email us at stoneycreekcremation@gmail.com 
or mail  coupon to our address:

  Name_________________ Address__________________________  

  Tel:____________________Email____________________________

YES, please send me more information on Stoney Creek!

The Law Offices of 
Welton K. Wisham, ESQ., CPA

Attorney, Counselor at Law & Certified Public Accountant

42 West 44th Street, New York, NY 10036-7414

Professional Tax Preparation By CPA/ Attorney

IRS Tax Representation/ Audit



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 11-17, 201620    BTR

Bronx Physical Therapy, LLP
3611 East Tremont Avenue 

Bronx, NY 10465 
Call us today!
718-904-9581

www.bronxpt.com

ATTENTION OLDER ADULTS
AND THEIR FAMILIES

FREE 
FALL RISK SCREENING
Simply call and make an appoinment for 
your Free, no-obligation, Fall Risk Screen-
ing or learn about a Mobile Screening 
Event in your area. CALL TODAY!

ARE YOU OR A LOVED ONE
AT RISK OF FALLING?

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
It has been more than six years since 

Haiti was hit with one of the most devas-
tating earthquakes in modern history, 
killing 160,000 people and displacing 1.5 
million more. 

Most people have forgotten the trag-
edy, and put the horrible TV images in 
the recesses of their minds. 

One south Bronx teen, however, is 
all too aware of the dire situation that 
Haitians still face today - and she is do-
ing something about it.

Ceianna Farquharson is a 15-year-
old girl scout who plans to gather 7,500 
pairs of gently used shoes to ship off to 
infants, children, and adults alike in 
Haiti. 

“They are still trying to build a bet-
ter life for themselves,” said Ceianna of 
the Haitian people. 

She says that because shoes are a 
uniform requirement for school, not 
having a pair can easily prevent chil-
dren in Haiti from getting an educa-
tion. 

“It also prevents diseases that are 
common to the foot, and cuts from the 
rocky terrain,” Ceianna added.

She came up with the idea when she 
realized she had a bunch of shoes that 
didn’t fi t anymore, and fi gured other 
people did too. She knew they could be 
given another life.

The project, titled ‘The Footsteps 

into a New Beginning’ will fulfi ll Cei-
anna’s Girl Scout Gold Award, the high-
est level of award for girl scouts, that 
most accomplish in their fi nal years as 
a scout. 

She has been an active scout since 
fourth grade, taking after her support-
ive mother, Katrina.

So far, Ceianna has shipped 4,680 
pairs of shoes to Haiti. 

Donations have been pouring in 
from her community, fellow girl scouts, 
and local schools in which Ceianna has 
placed shoe donation boxes such as the 
Bronx Charter School, The Linden Tree 
Elementary School, and P.S. 92. 

If individuals or groups want to do-
nate, Ceianna will arrange a time and 
place to go pick up the specifi c dona-
tion. 

Once she has gathered all the shoes, 
Farquharson stores the piles of pairs in 
a room inside the local Tenant Associa-
tion Board headquarters.

From there, Funds2orgs, an organi-
zation that Ceianna is working with, 
comes and picks up the shoes, and ships 
them off to Haiti. The 10th grader helps 
to load the truck with the shoes. 

“I will accomplish this goal,” says 
Ceianna with confi dence.

If you would like to help Ceianna 
and the people of Haiti by donating used 
shoes email her at: Journeygirlz6@
gmail.com.

Ceianna with the 4,000 shoes she recently shipped to Haiti. Courtesy of Ceianna Farquharson

Financial

Harold Greenway or Justina Douwes / Allstate Financial Services

55 Water St. New York, NY 10004
1 (888) 345–8881 Ext 1 or (646) 405–7488 | allstateaccmgt@gmx.com

stateaccmgt@gmx.comCALL 1 (888) 345–8881

Personal loan Solutions to fi t your needs.
Lowest affordable rates.
One Flexible Monthly payment.
All outstanding debts.
Borrow what you need. 
Bad Credit OK. No Application fees.

Shoes collected for Haiti
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Monday - Friday  3:00pm-9:00pm
Saturday  9:00am-6:00pm

NOW REGISTERING FOR OUR SPRING CLASSES

#1 Studio For The Past 35 Years!
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPIONS!

www.fancyfeet.com

Unionport Road
1306 Unionport RD

Castle Hill
Parkchester Area

347-691-3443

Crosby Avenue
1628 Crosby Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461
718-824-1981

Allerton Avenue
1295 Allerton Avenue

Bronx, NY 10469
718-405-5136
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RIDGEWOOD SAVINGS BANK EXPANDS 
SURCHARGE-FREE ATM AVAILABILITY FOR 
CUSTOMERS THROUGH ALLPOINT NETWORK

Ridgewood Savings Bank announces membership in Allpoint, 
America’s largest surcharge-free ATM network.

Ridgewood Savings Bank is proud to announce that they have partnered with 
Allpoint Network, which means Ridgewood Savings Bank customers now 
have access with their Debit MasterCard® to America’s largest surcharge-
free ATM network, with some 55,000 surcharge-free ATMs worldwide.

In addition to Ridgewood Savings Bank’s branch locations and ATMs, with 
Allpoint Network, Ridgewood Savings Bank customers will never be far 
away from access to their cash. Allpoint offers 2,730 ATMs across the state 
of New York as part of 43,000 cash machines, coast-to-coast in the United 
States, found in places they’re already visiting as part of their daily routine. 
Conveniently located in destination retail outlets such as 7-Eleven, CVS, Tar-
get, Costco and other national retailers, convenience, grocery and pharmacy 
stores, Allpoint Network ATMs save customers of Ridgewood Savings Bank 
time as well as ATM fees.

“By becoming an Allpoint Network member fi nancial institution, in an in-
stant Ridgewood Savings Bank grows its surcharge-free ATM footprint to 
more than double that of even America’s largest bank,” said Peter M. Boger, 
Chairman, President and Chief Executive Offi cer. “People want a fi nancial 
services provider that delivers the most convenient account access and man-
agement options, and that includes cash access. With Allpoint Network sur-
charge-free ATMs, Ridgewood Savings Bank can meet our customers’ cash 
access needs in a way that works best for them - in the conveniently located 
stores that are already part of their lives.”

Ridgewood Savings Bank customers can use the 
ATM locater on ridgewoodbank.com or on the 
Ridgewood Savings Bank Mobile Banking app to 
locate an ATM. And once at the store hosting an 
Allpoint ATM, look for the green Allpoint logo. 

About Allpoint 
Allpoint Network is the largest surcharge-free ATM network with more than 
55,000 ATMs in leading national and regional merchant locations across the 
United States, Canada, Mexico, United Kingdom and Australia.  Allpoint 
provides greater access, convenience and savings to customers of fi nancial 
institutions while providing institutions the tools to compete more effectively 
for customers. For more information or to fi nd the nearest Allpoint surcharge-
free ATM, please visit www.AllpointNetwork.com, like us on Facebook and 
follow @Allpoint on Twitter. Allpoint Network is a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of Cardtronics, Inc. (NASDAQ: CATM). 

About Ridgewood Savings Bank 
Founded in 1921, Ridgewood Savings Bank is the largest mutual savings 
bank in New York State, with over $5 billion dollars in assets. With 34 
branches in the New York area, Ridgewood Savings Bank continues to serve 
its community as it did in 1921, with their continued focus always on their 
customers.

FACEBOOK: RidgewoodBank
LINKEDIN: ridgewood-savings-bank

YOUTUBE: RidgewoodBank

71-02 Forest Avenue, Ridgewood, NY 11385
Member FDIC, Equal Housing Lender.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Veterans who have had contact 

with the criminal justice system in the 
borough have another option to help 
turn their lives around. 

Bronx Veterans Treatment Court 
offers to help wayward vets who are 
criminal justice system-involved and 
charged with felonies, as well as some 
misdemeanors.  

The goal is for the ex-GIs to avoid 
prison and a high-level conviction, 
while turning their lives around 
through mentoring by fellow veterans, 
as well as mental health and substance 
abuse treatment. 

The court, established in May 2013, 
seeks to address the needs of former 
soldiers who may be suffering from 
from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
and Traumatic Brain Injury, as well as 
drug addition that often accompanies 
extreme stress, said program mentor-
ing coordinator Dwayne Gathers, a 
resident of Soundview. 

“What makes Bronx Veterans 
Court different from any other court is 
the mentoring component,” said Gath-
ers, adding “It is a diversionary pro-
gram that gives back to the veterans.” 

In the program, after the veteran 
pleads guilty to a charge, the sentence 
is held in abeyance while he or she 
completes the 12 to 24 month program, 
he explained. 

Ultimately, if successful, the vet-
eran can plead to a lesser charge, and 
have the benefi t of treatment to get 
their lives in order. 

The program, through partner-
ships, provides hands-on service and 
fellow veteran mentors who are in 
touch with their mentees at least twice 
a week, and often go with them to med-
ical appointments and court appear-
ances.  

“It is just like in the military,” 
said Gathers. “We are in the foxhole 
together and we are going to get you 
through this program.” 

According to Gathers, the Bronx 
Veterans Court includes three entities 

Bronx Veterans 
Court now in session!

working together: the Veterans Hospi-
tal Administration, the courts and the 
district attorney’s offi ce, and the men-
tors.  

Gathers has also started a 501(c)3 
non-profi t to help sustain the all-vol-
unteer mentoring effort called Bronx 
Veterans Court Mentors, to promote 
sobriety and stability among our ser-
vice-performing men and women. 

According to the non-profi t, so far 
35 participants have graduated from 
the program, with an additional 25 or 
so currently enrolled. 

The veteran’s court is currently 
presided over by acting Bronx Su-
preme Court Justice John Moore. 

Pat Devine, a longtime advocate for 
former men and women in uniform, 
serves as a mentor and BVCM vice-
president. He is from Throggs Neck. 

The program also seeks to help 
some of the people in the program get 
jobs or pursue educational opportuni-
ties, said Devine. 

“It is such a great program sup-
porting the veteran, with the mentors 
keeping in contact during the week,” 
said Devine. “We keep them motivated 
and let them know that they are…not 
walking alone.” 

Devine said that the key of the pro-
gram’s success is that the veterans 
who are seeking to turn their lives 
around are talking to other veterans 
who have been where they are now, or 
where they were in the service. 

Gathers added that the diversion 
program saves taxpayers money, be-
cause rather than incarcerate these 
men and women, which costs thou-
sands of dollars per year, they are get-
ting the help they need and can hope-
fully be reformed. 

Dwayne Gathers (l), president of the Bronx 
Veterans Court Mentors and Patrick Devine, 
BVCM vice-president, are helping veterans 
who are in the criminal justice system pick 
up the pieces of their lives. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

What makes Bronx 
Veterans Court different 

from any other court 
is the mentoring 

component. It is just like 
the military. We are in 

the foxhole together and 
we are going to get you 
through this program

Dwayne Gathers
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New Throggs Neck Shopping Center (Bronx, NY)

www.wineliquorsuperstore.com

* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 3/25/16.

We will match printed 
prices from other NYC 

Liquor stores

Patron
Silver

$4299
750ml

1.75L is $96.67
Each with purchase

of 3 bottles

Tito’s
Vodka

$29 87
1.75l

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Wray &
Nephew

Overproof
White

$35 99
1.75l

New
Amsterdam

Vodka &
Flavored

$19 50
1.75l

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

750ml

Moet Imperial

 $3299

Korbel
Brut

Blanc de Noir

Voda
Vodka

$899
1 L

$1149
1.75l

$775
750ml

Smirnoff
Vodka

$1999
1.75l

Bacardi 
Light & Gold

$1799
1.75l

Hennessy 
VS

$6350
1.75l

Dewars
White Label

$3499
1.75l

BRING THIS AD IN

50
GET FREE POINTS 

ON REWARDS 
CLUB!

Louis Jadot 
Beaujolais

Villages

$1187
750ml

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Glenmorangie 
10 

$3564
750ml

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Johnnie 
Walker Black

$3197

$5997
750ml

Deleon 
Platinum
Tequila

On Sale
$3999

750ml

Chivas
12 Year

$5697

1.75l

With Coupon
March 25, 2016

With Coupon
March 25, 2016

With Coupon
March 25, 2016

750ml

1.75l

With Coupon
March 25, 2016

Jack
Daniels

$4297

With Coupon
March 25, 2016

1.75l $1099

With Coupon
March 25, 2016

750ml

Tito’s
Vodka

$2899

With Coupon
March 25, 2016

1.75l

Absolut
Vodka 80

$3299

With Coupon
March 25, 2016

1.75l

Jameson 
Irish Whiskey 

Chivas
18 Year

With Coupon
March 25, 2016

1.75l$109

CASH AND DEBIT SPECIALS 
WITH AD ONLY - WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Werewolf

On Sale
$533

750ml

Cabernet Sauvignon,
Pinot Noir, Merlot

On Sale
$799

750ml

Thurston Wolfe
Howling

Zinfandel

Skyy
Vodka 80

$19 99
1.75l

Baileys 
Vanilla

Cinnamon

Sale
2 BOTTLES
$3999

750ml
$2999

Cash or debit only

$5241
1.75l

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
If you ever dreamed of being part of 

a high-octane car race, a local hobby 
store can bring your dream to the fi n-
ish line.

Open every day from 10 a.m. to 7 
p.m., Throggs Neck-based Bruckner 
Hobbies is revving up the excitement 
with a wildly popular in-store event.  

Located at 3587 E. Tremont Ave-
nue, Bruckner Hobbies hosts a weekly 
‘Mini Z Racing’ extravaganza every 
Friday starting at 7:30 p.m.

Thomas Baffer, Bruckner Hob-
bies owner, serves as race caller for 
this evening competition which usu-
ally sees 20 to 25 speedsters in atten-
dance.

Starting last November, Bruckner 
Hobbies’ Mini Z Racing features seven 
to eight-inch long radio controlled 
cars scaled to resemble iconic vehicles 
rocketing across a 24-foot long, eight-
foot wide custom-built Kyosho Carpet 
Table sporting an obstacle course-
style track testing the racers’ wide ar-
ray of skills.

“It’s not about being fast, it’s about 
being smart whenever you race,” 
shared Ray Boogie, Mini Z Racing par-
ticipant.

Most of the Mini Z stock cars sport 
vibrant paint jobs, fl ashing headlights 
and eye-catching decals while a select 
few featured ‘white bodies’.

Baffer explained some racers prefer 
using white body cars to avoid scuff-
ing their paint jobs as racers often ac-
cidently crash into one another in the 
heat of competition.

A loop suspended above the race 
track measures the vehicles’ perfor-
mance and uploads this information 
onto Baffer’s laptop using RC Scoring 
Pro, a racing program.

This state-of-the-art program dis-
plays the racers’ actual time and pace 

Mini Z Racing excites 
Bruckner Hobbies’ fans

underneath their names and compiles 
the results to ultimately determine a 
winner.

These results can be viewed in real 
time by participants and spectators on 
a fl at screen television stationed next 
to Baffer.

During last Friday’s race, some 
Mini-Z racers’ car found themselves 
stuck in corners or snagged on por-
tions of the track.

People stationed at each corner of 
the track called ‘marshals’ monitored 
the race and periodically lent a helping 
hand to free the stranded race cars.

Throughout the race, participants 
laughed and cheered one another as 
they zipped through the course at 25 
miles per hour.

“There’s a real sense of community 
among the racers here,” said Baffer. 

Prior to the race, participants and 
Bruckner Hobbies staff dined on piz-
zas donated by Bronx Pizzeria which 
recently opened at 3579 E. Tremont Av-
enue. 

According to Baffer, Mini Z cars 
can cost between $150 to $160 depend-
ing on their body styles and come pack-
aged with radio-controlled remotes.

Some notable body styles include 
Porsche, Hummer, Ferrari, Lambo-
rghini, Mazda and Impreza.

Triple A batteries are required to 
operate these mini roadway beasts, 
Baffer noted. 

To ensure everyone brings their A 
game to the race, Bruckner Hobbies 
hosts Mini Z Racing practice sessions 
for $5 per day for each person with no 
hourly cost.

On race days, the fees to participate 
in the competition are $10 which in-
cludes practice.

For more information, contact 
Bruckner Hobbies at (718) 863-3434 or 
visit www.hobbyheroes.com.

Racers put the peddle to the metal during last Friday evening’s high-octane Mini-Z Racing 
event held at Bruckner Hobbies. Community News Group / Robert Wirsing
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A place where strangers are not strangers ... But friends who have yet to meet!

Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

Throggs Neck Clipper

DAILY

LUNCH & DINNER 

SPECIALS FAXED 

ON REQUEST

FREE
WI-FI

Congratulations to TNBA on the 18th Saint Patrick’s Parade 

& to Grand Marshalls Dave and Noreen Kilkenny 

&  all the Honorary Grand Marshalls

SUNDAY, MARCH 13TH 

THROGGS NECK 
SAINT PATRICK’S DAY PARADE

Serving traditional Irish breakfast from 10am til noon
Parade kicks off at 12 noon

After the parade serving Irish food specialties all day

SAINT PATRICK’S DAY 

WEEKEND LINEUP

Open 7 Days 11 AM – 4 PM AM Til 3 PM PM

PM PM

AM Til 4 PM

THURSDAY, MARCH 17TH

SAINT PATRICK’S DAY
Serving Irish food specialties all day
Including traditional Irish breakfast

Cead mile failte to the clipper!!!!! La fheile padraig sona daoibh!!!
(Happy Saint Patrick’s Day!!)

 Entertainment By DJ Shane On March 13th and St. Patrick’s Day!
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Buffet Dinner

Carving Station

Dessert

$4495 $3195

$ 95

Michele Pierce Burns David A. Land / Woman’s Day

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Like so many other women, Mi-

chele Pierce Burns of Riverdale has al-
ways been worried about money. 

Her 16-year- old son Danson is au-
tistic, and his care took up a large por-
tion of her income until recently. 

In addition Michele’s husband Mi-
chael struggled to fi nd a full-time job 
for a long period of time, adding to the 
family’s fi nancial burden.

She would work hard to earn 
money, then left dealing with fi nan-
cial matters up to Michael - causing 
her to stress over the situation inde-
fi nately. 

Woman’s Day magazine recently 
choose Burns as a recipeint of their 
‘Make A Woman’s Day’ series, which 
provides assistance to women who are 
struggling in one particular area of 
their lives. 

For Burns, a 47-year-old with no 
money put away for retirement, it was 
her fi nances that caused her the great-
est amount of stress.

WD Magazine paired Burns up with 
fi nancial planner Eleanor Blayney, 
and the two sat down to transform the 
way Burns looked at money.

After the counseling she feels more 
in control of her fi nancial picture, and 
doesn’t second guess as much when it 
comes to making purchases. 

Her biggest takeaway was to lose 
the fear when it comes to looking at 
your fi nances.

“I really learned that we aren’t in as 
bad shape as I thought,” said Michele, 
who used to be so anxious she would 

‘Make A Woman’s 
Day’ hits Riverdale 

barely look at her bank account. “We 
all kind of have that fear around our fi -
nances, and the more you understand 
the more calm you will feel.”

Michele has worked two, and some-
times three jobs at a time to support 
her family, and was accustomed to the 
stress of not having a fi nancial net. 

Now that her husband is working 
again, and her son is receiving aid 
through a federal program, the two 
have developed a plan to put away 
$1,000 a month towards retirement. 

Before organizing her fi nances 
and developing a budget, Michele had 
thought of the money as extra funds 
but she didn’t know exactly how to use 
them. 

Now she has done the research, out-
lined a plan for what money she will 
spend where, and feels infi nitely more 
secure.

“I have an app on my phone now 
that tracks my whole budget,” said Mi-
chele with excitement, “I never thought 
of using technology like that.”

These tips can be helpful for any-
one on a budget, but Michele brought 
up the point that having a child with a 
disability comes with its own set of fi -
nancial harships for families. 

“I feel like I’m pretty far along with 
my son now that he is 16,” said Mi-
chele, “ If I can be helpful to anyone in 
the community I would like to offer my 
support.” 

If you have a disabled child and 
would like to contact Michele for sup-
port or advice feel free to email her at: 
renae.burton@ymail.com 
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BRONX HOUSE PRESENTS

KIDS
AYD

SATURDAY, MAR 19
11am - 3pm

DISCOUNTS VALID MAR 14-20!

A better life for everyone.
990 Pelham Parkway South, Bronx, NY 10461 � 718.792.1800 � bronxhouse.org

TM

Bounce House � Popcorn � Kids Activities  
Sports Demos � Health/Wellness Demos & Workshops

vities

FREE!

REGISTER & SAVE 
Membership � Camp � Group Classes

Continued on page 58

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A professional basketball 

player who hails from the 
Bronx has not let a career-
threatening injury derail him 
from achieving success.

Chris McCullough, a 
6’11” Bronx native who plays 
power forward for the Brook-
lyn Nets, has come full circle 
with his recovery from a torn 
ACL, that sidelined him from 
the basketball court for over a 
year.

McCullough, who was 
born and raised in the An-
drew Jackson Projects, went 
to Salisbury School, an all-
boys, private college-prepara-
tory boarding school in Salis-
bury, CT for his freshman and 
sophomore years, and led the 
school’s varsity basketball 
team to its fi rst ever New Eng-
land Preparatory School Ath-
letic Council Class A champi-
onship. 

After his sophomore year, 
he transferred to Brewster 
Academy in Wolfeboro, NH be-
fore transferring again, this 
time to IMG Academy in Bra-

Bronx basketball player 
overcomes torn ACL injury

denton, FL.
McCullough then went on 

to attend Syracuse University, 
where he averaged a solid nine 
points and seven rebounds in 
his fi rst 16 games as a fresh-
man. 

However, his year, and 
eventually his college career, 
was cut short when he suf-
fered a torn ACL injury after 
attempting to catch a pass on 
a fast break in a home game 
against Florida State on Jan-
uary 11, 2015 and was carried 
off the court by his teammates 
and coaches. He underwent 
knee surgery the following 
month.

Undeterred, McCullough 
began rehabilitating follow-
ing his surgery and welcomed 
the challenge. The fi rst three 
to four months were diffi cult 
for Chris, as he was just learn-
ing how to walk again.

McCullough’s luck began 
to change for the better, when, 
after leaving Syracuse and de-
claring for the 2015 NBA Draft, 
the Brooklyn Nets drafted 
him with the 29th pick in the 

fi rst round. 
Still recovering from his in-

jury and unable to play, Chris 
was sidelined for the fi rst 50 
games of the season. 

However, the rookie made 
his NBA debut on Monday, 
February 8 by playing 11 min-
utes in the team’s 105-104 win 
against the Denver Nuggets. 
He has since played in seven 
games for the Nets.

McCullough’s injury wasn’t 
the fi rst time tragedy struck 
for Chris. 

When he was only 11, his 
best friend was murdered. Just 
like his injury, Chris used his 
situation as motivation, say-
ing that the experience made 
him strive more for success.

As a kid, McCullough was 
a big fan of the St. John’s Red 
Storm basketball teams in the 
late 1990s and early 2000s.

 Being from New York City, 
he was also a big fan of the 
New York Knicks teams in the 
late 90s that were stacked with 
big names such as Patrick Ew-

McCullough wears #1 for the Brooklyn Nets. 
 Photo courtesy of the Brooklyn Nets
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Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

$14.95

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE
MON-SAT 10

PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU
ON-LINE AT:

WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

The Wicked Wolf

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR PARTY ROOM.

03.16.14 03.16.14

Special Irish Menu
ALL DAY

Come Celebrate 

The Throggs Neck
St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

On Sunday, March 13th
Under Our Big Top Tent... In Our Parking Lot!

We Will Have Live Music Inside And Outside Of The Wolf....
MUSIC ALL DAY

“The Narrow Backs”
“McLean Ave. Band”

“Girsa”

03.13.15 03.13.15
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The Allerton Avenue Homeowners and Tenants Association held their annual dinner dance at Marina del Rey on Saturday, 
February 27.  The honorees for the event were Anthony Rivera, P.S. 135 principal; Tony Bernardini and Joseph Bernardini, 
owners of Allerton Travel and Richard Sanz, owner of The Sanz on Allerton Avenue.  Many elected offi cials and community 
leaders attended the event. Photos by Edwin Soto

Allerton Homeowners holds annual Dinner Dance 

(l-r) Honorees Tony Bernardini with Jessica Bernardini; Joseph Bernardiri and Domenica  Bernardini. Honoree Antony Rivera and his wife Susan.

Board member Joseph Menta with 
honoree Connie Verutes.

(l-r) Community Board 11 chairman Anthony Vitaliano, 
Morris Park Community Association president Tony 
Signorile and Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj

(l-r) Association president Sal Castorina, 
Congressman Eliot Engel and Stella Foley.

(l-r) Joseph Menta, Jenny Morreira, Honoree Richard Sanz and Frank DiPalo. (l-r) Jenny Morreira, honoree Richard Sanz receiv-
ing a proclamation from Oswaldo Pereira of Public 
Advocate Letitia James’s offi ce.



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 11-17, 2016 31  BTR

MAX
LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

800-469-6292    TTY 711 
7 days a week, 8:00 am to 8:00 pm

www.villagecaremax.org

Our Members Are 
Our #1 Priority

We are a 5-star rated 
Managed Long-Term Care Plan 

5-star overall rating based 
on the 2014 NYC Region 
MLTC Consumer Guide, 

published by the
 New York  State 

Department of Health

Falls are a serious public health problem among 
older adults. In the United States, one of every three 
people 65 years and older falls each year. Of those who 
fall, 20-30% suffer moderate to severe injuries that 
reduce mobility and independence, and increase the 
risk of premature death. Some of these falls can be 
prevented. It is imperative that you or your loved one 
get tested before the fall.

 Bronx Physical Therapy has introduced an inno-
vative, life-saving program for older adults. The Bio-
dex Fall Risk Screening and Conditioning Program 
can determine who is at risk of falling by identifying 
“risk factors” utilizing the Biodex Balance System 
SD. If a patient is found to be at risk of falling, a series 
of suggested interventions can be offered. The Biodex 
Balance System SD is safe and easy to use; just stand 
on the platform, follow the simple directions on the 
color screen and see the results.

It takes just a few minutes
The Biodex Balance System, consisting of a com-

puterized platform and touch-screen control panel, 
measures a patient’s ability to maintain balance. Re-
sults are compared to stored averages of other healthy 
adults in your age and gender category. From these 
calculations a “risk factor” can be determined. This 
“risk factor” allows the clinician to assess your risk 
of falling, and suggest a plan of action. The test, which 
can be done in as little as three minutes, is covered by 
most health plans.

In the event that you are found to be at risk of fall-
ing there is an array of “interventions” and exercises 
that can help you regain your balance and reduce the 
risk of falling.

For more information or to schedule your Fall 
Risk Screening, call: Bronx Physical Therapy, 3611 E. 
Tremont Avenue, at (718) 904-9581.

Help reduce falls 
in older adults

On Tuesday, March 29, the Divas will host a bus 
ride to the Sands Casino, Bethlehem, PA. The bus 
will be departing at 8:30 a.m. at Ampere Avenue and 
Kennelworth Place. Coffee, tea and buttered rolls 
will be served. The Sands has a casino, poker tables, 
restaurants,  buffet, food court and designer outlets 
(Van Heusen, Calvin Klein, Tommy Hilfi ger, Bass, 
Coach, Chico’s, Corning Ware, and much more all in 
one building. Tickets are $40, with a return of $35. 
Bus seats are according to date of payment. All in-
vited. Call Fran Arico at (718) 828-5073.

Divas bus ride to the Sands

BY BARBARA FLEMING 
AND FRANCES ARICO
Our monthly meeting 

will be held on Wednes-
day, March 16 at 7 p.m. at 
the Knights of Columbus 
Hall, 3243 Ampere Av-
enue.

All homeowners and tenants are cordially in-
vited to come and express any issues they may have. 
We have invited Congressman Joseph Crowley, Sen-
ator Jeff Klein, Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, 
Councilman James Vacca, 45th Precinct Commu-
nity Affairs and Community Board 10.

These are our elected offi cials and neighbor-
hood representatives and we need our problems ad-
dressed. Please come out to our meeting and help us 
get answers to our issues.

Come and join us celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with 
coffee and cakes. Looking forward to seeing you.
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On Friday, February 26, Council-
woman Vanessa Gibson joined As-
semblywoman Latoya Joyner and 
Senator Jose M. Serrano to host 
a Black History Month Celebration 
at the Bronx Museum of the Arts, 
located at 1040 Grand Concourse.
The event, which was held in part-
nership with Wellcare Health Plan, 
celebrated the legacy and spirit 
of the African American commu-
nity and honored local community 
leaders dedicated to servicing the 
public. Honorees for the event 
included Gregory Delts, Joann 
Daughtry, Arlene Hall, Colbert 
Nembhard, Donald Somerville, Di-
ana Washington and Andre Trenier. 
Guest speakers for the event in-
cluded Assembly Speaker Carl 
Heastie and District Attorney Dar-
cel Clark.

ELECTEDS CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY MONTH

(Top l-r) Assemblywoman Latoya 
Joyner, Senator Marcos Jose Ser-
rano, Councilwoman Vanessa 
Gibson, Assembly Speaker Carl 
Heastie and District Attorney Dar-
cel Clark.  All Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Left Above) Honoree Gregory 
Delts (c) with Councilwoman Van-
essa Gibson and Senator Marcos 
Jose Serrano.

(Left middle l-r) Assemblywoman 
Latoya Joyner, honoree Andre 
Trenier, his son, Azar, and Senator 
Jose M. Serrano.

(Left bottom) Honoree Arlene Hall 
(c) with Councilwoman Vanessa 
Gibson and Senator Jose M. Ser-
rano.

Our Lady of the Assumption School participated in a Black History Month 
Celebration Concert on Wednesday, February 27 hosted by the Nativity of 
Our Blessed Lady School.  The concert featured live music from Mount St. 
Michael High School’s Drum Circle and a capella group, the Nativity Rock 
Band and fourth graders from OLA. 
     (Above) (l-r) Nativity of Our Blessed Lady students Triston Wright, 
Cameren Lee and Maximilion Foster sing their hearts out during their 
concert performance. All Photos  by Walter Pofeldt

OLA HOSTS BLACK HISTORY
 MONTH CONCERT

Brianna Oddeen (l) and Taylore Morris harmonize during the concert. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Anaiya Montgomery performs a traditional African dance at last week’s 
celebration. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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Soup
Leek & Potato 

Cream of Turnip

French Onion

Appetizers
Crab Cakes

Loaded Potato Skins

Irish Nachos

Shrimp Cocktail

Entrees
Entrees are served with a Soup of the Day or Salad

Corned Beef & Cabbage with Potato

Sizzling Rib Eye Steak
with Scallion Mash & Vegetable

Dublin Fish & Chips

Shepherd’s Pie

Liver, Bacon, Sautéed Onion & Vegetable

Baby Lamb Chops with Vegetable

to the Throggs Neck Benevolent Association on 
Celebrating their 18th Year and to all the Honorees

Inquire
about our

Delicious Desserts & Irish Coffee

St. Patrick’s
Day Menu

LIVE

MUSIC

SUNDAY

STARTING AT

2PM

Come and

Enjoy a Pint

of Guinness
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Assemblyman Michael Blake held 
his ‘Celebrations of Legends: Past, 
Present and Future’ Black His-
tory Month Celebration on Satur-
day, February 27 at the Claremont 
Neighborhood Center to honor the 
contributions made by many local 
African American veterans.  Join-
ing the assemblyman in celebrat-
ing the service our nation’s heroes, 
Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; 
Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson and 
Councilman Andy King were in at-
tendance to meet with the veterans 
and present them citations recog-
nizing their bravery.  In addition, 
the ceremony included discussions 
for economic development, educa-
tion and equality for all while cel-
ebrating the advances made in the 
African American community.

Assemblyman Blake’s Black
History Month Celebration

(front, l) Stillson Aska; NYS Command NABVETS commander Ar-
chible; Cyril Innis Jr., Black Panther Party vice president; (back, 
l) Anna Archible; Neva Shillingford-King and Councilman King. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

(l-r) NYS Command NABVETS commander Leroy Archible, Councilwom-
an Gibson and Roger Salaam. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

(Top Photo) Military veterans proudly display 
their citations while NYS Command NABVETS 
commander Leroy Archible (c) holds up his 
proclamation. Photo by Edwin Soto

(Above) Local military veterans met with 
Councilwoman Gibson and Councilman King 
during the ceremony. Photo by Edwin Soto
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COME ON 
IN AND ENJOY 

A PINT!

1729 Crosby Ave, Bronx, 
New York 10461

Catering For All Occasions...
Accepting Reservations For Parties Up To 40 People...

1729 Crosby Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 822-8889  |  718-823-8889  |  718-239-2928

Takes Reservations, Walk-Ins Welcome, Good For Groups and Take Out 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Drinks 

Come join us after the Throggs Neck 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade for a pint and 
food specials on Sunday, March 13th!
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GIBSON, SERRANO, JOYNER AT
BLACK HISTORY EVENT

(Left) Congressmen Charlie Rangel (l) and 
Jose Serrano. Rangel (l) received a procla-
mation from the NYS Senate.

Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson, Assembly-
woman Latoya Joyner, and Senator Jose 
Serrano hosted a Black History Month cel-
ebration at the Bronx Museum of Art.  The 
event included numerous guest speakers, 
and honored those who have made impor-
tant contributions to the borough. 
    (Above)  Congressman Jose Serrano, Rev. 
Fredrick Crawford and Senator Jose Ser-
rano. Reverend Crawford was recognized by 
the U.S. Congress and received a proclaima-
tion from the NYS Senate. 
 All photos by Silvio J. Pacifi co

Congressman Jose Serrano, Etta Ritter and 
Senator Jose Serrano. Ritter was recognized 
by the U.S. Congress.

NYC Comptroller Scott Stringer toured businesses with the Community Action for Safe 
Apartments (CASA) on Friday, February 19. 
     Comptroller Scott Stringer at the starting point for the business walk, C3R-Mega Auto 
Dynastic Car Shop on West 169th Street. Courtesy of the Offi ce of the New York City Comptrolle

COMPTROLLER TOURS SOUTH BRONX BUSINESSES

Youngsters from all fi ve boroughs competed in a city-wide tournament at the Police Athletic 
League’s Annual Tournament of Champions at PAL’s Edward Byrne Center in Queens.  Young-
sters ages 5 to 13 played their peers in all sorts of games including checkers, ping-pong, Trou-
ble, UNO, long jumps, sit ups, and basketball. The cheerful event had over 500 participants.

BRONX PAL YOUNGSTERS GET PLAYFUL 

Children from PAL’s P.S. 47 Center enjoy a day of educational games, sports and fun. 
 Luis Santana

Diaz gathers with (l-r) Fransisco ‘Wolf’ Aponte, his son, Nicholas, from the Wallball champion-
ship team; Jasmine Ray, USWA president and CEO; Ray Sanchez, from the Wallball champion-
ship team; Lawrence Dubois, from the Wallball championship team and Michelle Melendez, 
from the Wallball championship team. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

On Thursday, February 25, Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. held a special recognition dinner 
at Bronx Borough Hall for the team comprised of the borough’s best handball players, who 
won in a thrilling victory against Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams-led Brooklyn team 
in the United States Wallball Association’s 5th Annual Johnny Ray Memorial Handball Tourna-
ment last November.

BP DIAZ SALUTES BEST HANDBALLERS
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 2nd Annual 

St Patricks Day Party

        
        

     Liv
e Band – No Cover

         
         

     7:3
0 Start

CLOSE TO HOME

2997 WESTCHESTER AVE

718 828-8071
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MOSHOLU DAY CAMP
On Beautiful Lake Cohasset in Harriman State Park

Free and convenient bus service to and from camp each day.
Activities include: Instructional Swim, Boating, Sports, Archery,  

Drama, Trips, Dance, Art, Ceramics, Nature, Elective Program  
and much more!

To learn more visit mosholudaycamp.com   
or call our winter office 718-882-4000

Making Memories!

Quality Camps at 
Affordable Prices!

Featuring our brand new Teen Adventure Program!

Borough President Ruben Diaz 

Jr. and Phipps Neighborhoods are 
partnering to provide confi dential, 
one-on-one free fi nancial counseling 
for Bronxites in the borough presi-
dent’s offi ce. A trained counselor will 
help you identify your fi nancial chal-
lenges and guide you in addressing bad 
credit, paying down debt by resolving 
credit card and other debts, detecting 
and reporting identity theft and other 
concerns. 

To schedule an appointment, call 
(718) 590-3554.

* * *

Members of the St. Benedict’s 

School Class of 1966 will be celebrat-
ing the 50th anniversary of their grad-
uation by holding a geunion on Sat-
urday, July 9, from 7 to 11 p.m. at the 
American Turners Club, 748 Clarence 
Avenue.

 The reunion will feature a buffet 
dinner, beer, wine and soda, coffee and 
cake, dancing, and lots of shared mem-
ories. 

 Ticket prices are $75 when re-
served by June 1, $85 for reservations 
received after June 1.  Spouses and sig-
nifi cant others are also invited.

 Members of the St. Benedict’s Class 
of ’66 who have not yet received infor-
mation about this event are invited to 
call Gerry Fitzgerald, at (917) 691-4136, 
or email him at FitzGerry@aol.com.

* * *

Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum 
celebrates the centennial of its formal 
garden this year with a series of talks 
in March about historic local gardens 
of the early 20th century that have un-
dergone a renaissance in recent years.  

 Starting with its own walled, ter-
raced, formal garden behind the man-
sion, created by the architectural fi rm 
of Delano & Aldrich in 1915-16, the fo-
cus then heads west across the Hudson 
to Greenwood Gardens in Short Hills, 
New Jersey, and back to New York for 
the last talk with a presentation on Un-
termyer Gardens in Yonkers. Each of 
these historic gardens suffered a pe-

Free fi nancial counseling for Bronxites
riod of decline and then a resurgence 
in recent years. Bartow-Pell was the 
recipient of a $155,000 grant from Part-
ners in Preservation (The National 
Trust for Historic Preservation and 
American Express) in 2012 to restore 
the garden and the 18th-century Pell 
family cemetery.

 Bartow-Pell’s 1916 Garden: Thurs-
day, March 10, 7:30 p.m.: In his talk 
“Great Expectations: Bartow-Pell’s 
Garden and the Journals of the IGC,” 
landscape architect and historian Jo-
seph Disponzio, PhD, discusses the 
sunken garden at Bartow-Pell, the In-
ternational Garden Club that created 
it, and the remarkable journal the club 
published from 1914 to 1918.

 Greenwood Gardens: Thursday, 
March 17, 7:30 p.m.: Sofi a Blanchard, a 
founding board member, tells the his-
tory of beautiful Greenwood Gardens. 
Overlooking the Watchung Mountains 
in New Jersey with unique Arts and 
Crafts features and follies, it under-
went a remarkable transition from pri-
vate to beloved public garden with the 
help of the Garden Conservancy. 

 Untermyer Garden: Thursday, 
March 24, 7:30 p.m.: Stephen Byrns, 
founder and President of the Unter-
myer Gardens Conservancy, discusses 
the revival of this extraordinary 
walled Persian garden in Yonkers. De-
signed by William Welles Bosworth in 
1916, it was the brainchild and joy of 
Samuel Untermyer, a prominent New 
York lawyer.

 The cost for each talk is $10 for 
adults; $8 seniors and students; free for 
members.  Registration is requested: 
(718) 885-1461 or info@bpmm.org.

* * *

Upcoming events at JASA Van 

Cortlandt Senior Center in March: 
Wednesday, March 16: Dinner of 

soup, roast turkey wings or fl ounder 
will be served at 5 p.m. followed by en-
tertainment by the NY Troubadours. 
Sam and Nick Klein will perform nos-
talgic and pop music from the 50’s and 
60’s. Recommended senior meal con-
tribution is $3.50 and event contribu-
tion is $2. Non-senior meal fee is $6.50 
and event fee is $3. 

Thursday, March 27: Join in for a 
trip to the Hudson River Museum in 
Yonkers. Meet at the center at 10 a.m.  
Call the senior  center offi ce (718) 
549-4700 to pre-register and for more 
information. A $5 trip deposit is re-
quired. A bag lunch of tuna,  greens 
and pasta salad will be provided. 

Celebrate Purim with the MMCC 
classes on Tuesday, March 29: Hagit 
and Zvi will dramatize the Purim 
story with puppets, costumes and 

songs at 11:15 a.m.  A festive meal of 
Shake & Bake Chicken or tuna salad 
will be served at 12:15 p.m. Dvir, vio-
linist, and Hagit will perform classic 
and nostalgic favorites at 1 p.m.  Rec-
ommended senior meal contribution is 
$2.50 and event contribution: $2. Holi-
day refreshments will be served. 

Wednesday, March 30: Pierre Mon-
tiel, fi lm historian, will present the 
life accomplishments of actor Gary 
Cooper at 1 p.m. Kosher lunch of Tila-
pia Francaise or chicken salad will 
be served at 12:15 p.m. Recommended 
senior meal contribution is $2.25 and 
event contribution: $1. Refreshments 
will be served.

JASA Van Cortlandt Senior Center 
offers Senior Fitness on Mondays; Ex-
ercise, Tai Chi and Music & Memories 
on Tuesdays; Current Events & Short 
Stories and Flowing Yoga on Wednes-
days; Yoga and Knitting on Thursdays; 
and Tone & Stretch Hot Topics, Art His-
tory on Fridays. All exercise instruc-
tors are certifi ed. Call the center at 

All meals at JASA Van Cortlandt 
Senior Center are  catered by Mauzone 
(kosher) Meal Service. They offer a  
daily alternate choice of main dish. 
Call the senior center offi ce to request 
the alternative meal option from 9:30 
to 10:30 a.m. Refreshments are served 
at all special events.

The center is located on the fi rst 
fl oor of the Van Cortlandt Jewish Cen-
ter at 3880 Sedgwick Avenue. 

For more Information, call the cen-
ter offi ce at (718) 549-4700. JASA Van 
Cortlandt Senior Center is funded by 
NYC Department for the Aging, UJA-
Federation of NY and by special grants 
from Councilman Andrew Cohen and 
Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 

* * *

Dr. James Croll, Chief of Nephrol-
ogy and medical director of the Hemo-
dialysis Center at SBH Health System 
(St. Barnabas Hospital), is the 2016 re-
cipient of the The Bronx County Medi-
cal Society’s “Peer to Peer” Excellence 
in Medicine Recognition Award.  Dr. 
Croll will be presented with the award 
at the 13th Annual Doctors Day Event 
on Wednesday, March 30 at the Mercy 
College Conference Center ,1200 Wa-
ters Place.

 The award is given annually to lo-
cal physicians who have enriched the 
lives of their patients through exem-
plary care and dedication.

 Dr. Croll, who has worked at the 
hospital for nearly 30 years, is a fel-
lowship trained specialist in Neph-
rology who trained at hospitals in the 
Bronx and Rochester, NY.  He has been 
named a Top Doctor by U.S. News & 
World Report.
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
IGRT RADIATION THERAPYRADIATION THERAPY-CHEMOTHERAPY-

IMMUNOTHERAPY-CLINICAL STUDIES

COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
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Volunteers Rita Bivona (l) and Rosetta Napolitano sport festive Mad Hatter top hats and 
Queen of Hearts name tags at last week’s card party. Photo by Jehovy Santiago

Senator Jeff Klein celebrated last Thursday’s ‘Mad Tea Party’ with Theresa Bivona, (l)  St. 
Clare of Assisi School principal and Tina Zallo, St. Clare of Assisi School Card Party chair-
woman. Photo by Jehovy Santiago

St. Clare of Assisi School celebrated its 65th annual card party in style last Thursday, March 3 at Villa Barone Manor.  This year’s theme drew inspiration from the Lewis Carroll classic, 
‘Alice in Wonderland’ and saw costumed participants indulging in a ‘Mad Tea Party’ with friends, family and elected offi cials.

ST. CLARE’S HOLDS ‘MAD TEA PARTY’ FUNDRAISER

Community Board 11 announced their 2016 Yankees Youth Leadership Award recipients 
during the board’s monthly general meeting held Thursday, February 25 at Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine’s Lubin Dining Hall.  This year’s recipients are Justin Henry Jackson 
Mendez, sponsored by Van Nest Neighborhood Alliance; Sara Bonasia, sponsored by Morris 
Park Community Association; Alicia Chevalier, sponsored by Pelham Parkway Neighborhood 
Association; Mary Elhakam, sponsored by Northeast Bronx Association and Danny Monti, Jr., 
sponsored by Chester Civic Association.

CB 11’S YANKEES YOUTH AWARDEES SELECTED

(l-r) Anthony Vitaliano, CB 11 chairman; Justin Henry Jackson Mendez, awardee; Shrad-
hanand Pirtam, CB 11 member; Sara Bonasia, awardee; Tony Signorile, CB 11 member; Alicia 
Chevalier, awrdee; Andrea Siegel, CB 11 membrer; Mary Elhakam, awardee; Frano Zagreda; 
Danny Monti, Jr., arawdee and Danny Monti, Sr. Photo courtesy of Community Board 11

New York City charter schools came together for ‘A Day of Action’ at Harriet Tubman Charter 
School on Thursday, March 3.  With budget season underway in Albany, the students and 
charter school advocates called for funding parity with public schools. 

CHARTER SCHOOL ‘DAY OF ACTION’ HELD

Students and supporters attend a rally at Harriet Tubman Charter School for more funding 
for charter schools. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Little Bronx Elementary School on Archer Avenue celebrated Dr. 
Seuss’ birthday on March 2 by inviting parents to come to the school 
and read Dr. Seuss’ many works to the students.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
DR. SEUSS!

Celebrating Dr. Seuss’’ birthday at The Little Bronx Elementary School: 
(in cardboard frame) 2nd grade teacher Melissa Noble and principal 
Beverly Urquza, and the children; Genesis Sumbo, Shaylyn Hutizil, Alex 
Torres, Yeilin Montesino Oluwaseyi Abiola and Alexis Monjarrez. 
 Silvio J. Pacifi co
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Our first line of treatment is this

[PRESCRIPTION FOOT ORTHOTIC]

not this

[SCALPEL]

Dr. Rock Positano, DPM, MSc, MPH, Director

519 East 72nd Street  New York, NY 10021  212.606.1858

NON-SURGICAL FOOT & ANKLE SERVICE
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

YORKIE MONTH SPECIAL - FREE TOOTHBRUSHING

“Jellybean”
Jellybean is 4 years old. 
Her birthday is January 
22nd 2012. She loves 
everyone and is very 
playful, affectionate & 
energetic

YORKIE MONTH

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House.

Let Us Sell Your Home
Distinguished Homes & Properties

Phone: 718-684-1411 Cell: 917-957-6800
3602 E Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465

Larry “Large” Weinstein

Top Producer

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND THREE 
BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

1300 sqft Rental Space - $4500 Neg.
2500 sqft Rental Space - $6500 Neg.

Offi ce/Retail Space - Starting at $800/Month

TREMONT AVENUE - GREAT FOOT, CAR AND BUS TRAFFIC

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

COMMERCIAL SPACE

APARTMENTS WANTED

COMING SOON
TO THE THROGGS NECK MALL

Pre-purchase Tickets and SAVE 

$25 Admission Fee  ▪ $ 30 at the Door 
 

   Includes 9 Bingo Games (3 games per sheet)  &  ONE Finale Game  
Extra  Card packages available (3 games per sheet) $10 per package 

 
Tons of fabulous basket prizes!!!! 

 
BYOF (bring your own food) 

BYOB (bring your own beverage)  
50/50 Raffle 

For ticket sales and information please call or text (347) 949-1534.   
Tickets will be sold, first come first serve. 

(All proceeds go toward the Class of 2016 Yearbook Committee)  

VMA Yearbook Committee Presents 

Friday, March 11, 2016 @ 8PM  
At the Villa Maria Academy Cafeteria 

3335 Country Club Road 
(Doors open at 7:30pm)  

Home Of The

Bring your Friends & Family for an ADULTS ONLY Event
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St. Raymond Academy held its second annual 
Fashion and Talent show on Friday, February 
26. Models wore creative outfi ts designed by 
their peers made with an array of materials -  
from plastic cups to garbage bags. Students 
also sang and performed popular songs 
such as Adele’s ‘Someone Like You’.
     (Above) All of the models and designers 
strike a pose with art teacher and modera-
tor Stacy Cameron (l). All Photos byLaura Stone

ST. RAY’S SHOWCASES UNIQUE FASHION

Designer Britanie Berrios (l) with model Jas-
mine Tirado, in a dress made of magazines, 
duct tape, and a garbage bag. 
 Laura Stone

A charity basketball game was held at The Maria Castia School, on Simpson Street and 163rd 
Street on Saturday, February 27. The anti-bullying and anti-gun violence event was hosted 
by Guns Down Lives Up, in association with the Don’t Push Me Project.
     (Above) The Maria Castia School girls basketball team with coaches and staff.

PLAYING BASKETBALL FOR THE GREATER GOOD

Guns Down Lives Up, the Castia Maria School team, took the trophy. Silvio J. Pacifi co

Councilman James Vacca visited P.S. 72 on March 4 to view a student performance titled ‘The 
Galactic Dance-A-Thon’. The show was part of ‘Inside Broadway’, an organization which runs 
dance and theater programs in schools and is funded in part by Vacca. 

P.S. 72 GETS A TASTE OF BROADWAY

Councilman Vacca (r) with principal Margarita Colon (l) and students from P.S. 72. 
 Courtesy of James Vacca

Comptroller Scott Stringer visited the Bronx 
Times Reporter offi ce on Friday, March 4, 
meeting with editorial staff.  The comptrol-
ler spoke about several of his initiatives, in-
cluding creating a land bank of city-owned 
vacant lots that would be used to pair non-
profi t housing developers with sites that 
could be used to build affordable housing.  
He also spoke about using community-based 
planning and engaging community boards 
on land use issues. 

COMPTROLLER
 STRINGER VISITS
THE BRONX TIMES

REPORTER

Comptroller Scott Stringer and Bronx Times 
staff reporter Patrick Rocchio hold copies of 
the newspaper. 
 Photo courtesy of Comprtroller Scott Stringer 
offi ce

The fi rst class of Senator Jeff Klein’s ‘The Fundamentals of Gar-
dening’ was held at the New York Botanical Garden on Saturday, 
March 5.  Klein visited the class, the fi rst in a series, where in-
structor Daryl Beyers discussed feeding, mulching, planting, 
pruning, watering and weeding.  Throughout the series, students 
will learn from NYBG horticulture experts the basics of garden-
ing, vegetable growing and budget-friendly gardening. 

NYBG KLEIN SPONSORS
 GARDENING SERIES

(l-r) Aaron Bouska, NYBG vice president for government and community 
relations, Senator Jeff Klein and program presenter Daryl Byers. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Senator Klein addresses the gardeing enthu-
siasts. Photo by Laura Stone
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1Cannot be combined with prior purchases, other offers, or coupons. Offer not available in all areas. Discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract 
execution and applies to minimum purchase of 4 or more windows and/or patio doors as part of Instant Rewards Plan which requires purchase during initial visit 
to qualify. 0% APR and no payments for 12 months available, subject to qualifying credit approval. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates apply for customer 
with lower credit ratings. Interest accrues but is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months. Financing not valid with other offers or prior 
purchases. Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. All financing is provided by third-party 
lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, which are subject to 
credit requirements. Renewal by Andersen retailers do not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders 
interested in financing. NJ Consumer Affairs License #: 13HV01541700. NYC Consumer Affairs License#: 1244514. Nassau Consumer Affairs License #: 
H0810150000. Suffolk Consumer Affairs License #:43991-H. NYC 1307704. Rockland County License#:H-11942-07-00-00. Renewal by Andersen of Central/
Northern NJ and Long Island are independently owned and operated affiliates operating in the NJ/NY metropolitan area. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks 
where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2016 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2016 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

This isn’t one of those ‘limited time’ offers  
that’s not really limited; we’re only offering  
this discount and SmartSun™ glass upgrade 
for 31 days.1

There are limited appointments available, 
and you must book yours before 

March 31st…

Renewal by Andersen is the replacement 
window division of Andersen; there isn’t a 
more trusted window company in the country.  

Interest 
NO NO NO

Money Down Payments

for 1 year1

Offer available with our Instant Product Rewards. Minimum purchase of 4 or more windows and/or patio doors at time of initial visit. Financing provided by third parties 
and is subject to credit requirements. Interest accrues during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months.

SAVE $300 

on every window1 
SAVE $825 

on every patio door1 

window &  
patio door

SALE ENDS MARCH 31ST!

sale
31 DAY 

1-800-400-0807
Call now to book your FREE Window Diagnosis

BONUS! 
Includes upgrade to  

our SmartSunTM Glass 
to help keep your home even more comfortable
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Councilman Andy King and the New York Public Library teamed up to host an event launching a new reading challenge called ‘Reading is Cool!’ at the Eastchester Library on Tuesday, March 
1.  The event was designed to engage young readers with a selection of 20 children’s titles selected by expert NYPL librarians. The list is based on the most popular youth-themed books 
requested in libraries in King’s district. 

COUNCILMAN KING HOLDS ‘READING IS COOL’ CHALLENGE

Thomas Isekenegbe, (l) president of Bronx Community College and Council-
man King, chair of the library subcommittee.Photo by Aracelis Batista

(l-r, back) Mr. Met mascot, Jhanya Smith-Butler, Christopher Cruz, NYPL Lion and Alethea Johnson join with 
children from LMNOP Daycare. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Knights of Columbus St. Benedict Council 
11590 held their annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Dance on Saturday, February 27.  Remem-
bered during the event was Joe Murphy, a 
past grand knight and faithful navigator in 
the organization whose life is also being 
celebrated by the Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade committee as an honorary grand 
marshal on Sunday, March 13. 

KNIGHTS HOLD 
 ST. PATRICK’S 
DINNER DANCE

Pat Murphy (c) was honored at the dance. Jack McArdle (l) and Joe 
Kern, from the Knights of Columbus, presented her with fl owers. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) James McQuade, Jim Corbet and Jack McArdle. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Bartow Pell Mansion Museum got into 
the Easter spirit last Saturday, March 5 by 
hosting a special hands-on workshop teach-
ing participants how to create their very own 
Psyanky Easter egg designs.  Lesia Kozicky, 
a well regarded artist specializing in this an-
cient Ukrainian art form, taught the class.

BARTOW PELL’S 
PSYANKY EASTER
 EGG WORKSHOP

(Right) Lesia Kozicky displays some of the 
Psyanky Easter eggs she has painted. It took 
her eight hours just to complete one, she said

(Far right) Workshop participants got a spe-
cial behind-the-scenes peek of completed 
Psyanky Easter eggs as well as works-in-
progress and concept design sketches. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 11-17, 201648    BTR

(l-r) Kiara Lee, Awana Francis, Adrianna Mur-
roy, Madison, Booker and Skye Steed from 
the Celebrate Our People Dance Group. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

One of artist Anthony Ahinboa’s many cre-
ative works displayed at Mind-Builders. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Mind-Builders Creative Arts Center joined Carnegie Hall’s ‘Somewhere Project’ on Saturday, 
February 27 in inviting the local community to speak with featured artists and view works 
displayed at the 3415 Olinville Avenue facility.

MIND-BUILDERS, CARNEGIE HALL
SPONSOR ‘SOMEWHERE PROJECT’

Dr. Nyer (r) gets a dental exam from a St. Raymond Elementary School kindergarten student.
 Photo courtesy of St. Raymond Elementary School

Dr. Daniel Nyer, DMD, Bronx Kids Pediatric Dentistry owner, visited St. Raymond Elementary 
School on Tuesday, February 23 to discuss the importance of dental hygiene with kindergar-
ten students. Dr. Nyer also involved the children in hands-on techniques for properly brushing 
and fl ossing their teeth. 

ST. RAYMOND PEDIATRIC DENTIST VISIT

The Bartow Pell Mansion Museum hosted published poets J. Mae Barizo and Kamilah Aisha 
Moon at the second installment of their three-part ‘Poetry in the Parlors’ series on Saturday, 
February 28.  Made possible through the museum’s partnership with Four Way Books, the 
event featured a brief musical prelude, Barizo and Moon reading selected works from their 
collections and concluded with a book signing reception.

BARTOW PELL’S ‘POETS IN THE PARLORS’

Featured poets J. Mae Barizo (l) and Kamilah Aisha Moon read selected works at the Bartow 
Pell Mansion Museum’s event. Photo by Aracelis Batista

A cooking demonstration called ‘Superfoods 
for Healthy Moods’ was held at St. Barnabas 
Hospital’s Behavioral Health unit on Thurs-
day, March 3. The purpose of the demonstra-
tion was to share recipes for foods that boost 
moods and are important for the mental 
health of people of all ages. 
     (Above) (l-r) Patricia Small and Terence 
O’Grady of SBH; Chef Geneva Wilson and Ed-
gardo Quinones of SBH.
     (Right) Chef Geneva Wilson shows how to 
prepare healthy foods. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

FOODS FOR HEALTHY
 MOODS AT 

ST. BARNABAS 
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For developer Baker Resi-
dential, its corporate motto 
“A Difference You Can See” 
extends well beyond the 
bricks and mortar of the 
homes it builds.  

Celebrating its 50-year 
anniversary, the White 
Plains, N.Y.-based company 
has utilized its five decades 
of knowledge and experience 
to not only deliver residences 
of high quality, comfort and 
appeal, but also a personal-
ized customer service pro-
gram that reflects the val-
ues of a highly-respected 
family-owned and operated 
company.  This unwaver-
ing dedication to excellence 
in construction, design and 
homebuyer satisfaction has 
vaulted Baker Residential 
into its position as one of the 
largest real estate develop-
ment companies in the re-
gion.

“The cornerstone of our 
company has always been 
to introduce new home com-
munities of great distinction 
and uniqueness, built with 
integrity, responsibility and 
designed with the needs and 

Baker Residential makes a difference
cares of our homebuyers 
in mind,” says Christopher 
Baker, President of the firm 
that bears his name.  

“Our number one goal is 
to provide a high standard 
of performance from the day 
construction begins to well 
after our residents move 
into their new home.  This 
hands-on approach and at-
tention-to-detail has allowed 
us to grow our portfolio of 
homes in the past 50 years, 
satisfy thousands of fami-
lies and gain the trust of the 
municipalities where we de-
velop.”

Founded in 1966, Baker 
Residential has built more 
than 15,000 homes in well 
over 100 neighborhoods in 
New Jersey, New York, Con-
necticut, Pennsylvania and 
the Carolinas.  In New York, 
the homebuilder is currently 
developing Maple Fields, a 
collection of 196 three-bed-
room townhomes in Orange 
County’s Middletown. 

Home designs at the com-
munity echo Baker Residen-
tial’s years of experience in 
community planning, ar-

chitectural strategies and 
intelligent floorplans.  Eye 
catching residences feature 
spacious layouts that flow 
seamlessly from room-to-
room and are built with the 
finest materials and crafts-
manship.  Homes are lined 
with many designer inte-
rior features and finishes in-
cluded in the purchase price 
-- a portfolio-wide trait that 
creates unmatched value in 
a Baker Residential home 
and distinguishes its com-
munities from the competi-
tion.

“We are constantly moni-
toring conditions in order to 
provide a housing product 
that suits the needs and de-
sires of today’s homebuyer,” 
adds Elizabeth Bauer, Bak-
er’s Director of Sales and 
Marketing.  “Now more than 
ever the real estate market 
demands value.  We decided 
to introduce homes that are 
competitively priced and 
provide a long list of in-
cluded upgrades, allowing 
buyers to enjoy a luxury life-
style that’s still within their 
budget.”

Purchasers also bene-
fit from a customer service 
program that has been fine 
tuned for 50 years and en-
ables the homebuilder to tai-
lor products and service to 
match buyer needs, address 
concerns and improve pro-
cesses to provide the best 
buyer care. 

Baker Residential’s in-
dustry-wide reputation, in-
novative floorplans and 
high level of buyer satis-
faction have translated to 
strong sales activity at Ma-
ple Fields.  More than 100 of 
its upscale townhomes sold 
less than two years after 
opening.

Priced from $265,900, 
homes in the community’s 
newest housing phase range 
in size from 2,274 to 2,329 
square-feet of living space 
and provide a long list of 
upgrades in the purchase 
price.  

Homebuyers receive de-
signer finishes including 2 
¼” prefinished hardwood 
flooring on the first floor, 
gourmet-inspired kitchens 
with breakfast nooks, stain-

less steel kitchen appliances 
including the refrigerator, 
attached two-car garages, 
finished basement, and 
state-of-the-art washer and 
dryer.  

Residents at Maple Fields 
benefit from a well-rounded 
lifestyle with on-site recre-
ational amenities right out-
side their doorstep.  

Homeowners have access 
to a community clubhouse, 
tot lot, and 1/2 basketball 
court.  

A sparkling outdoor pool 
will make its heralded debut 
in summer 2016.

The Maple Fields sales 
office is open daily from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. For additional 
information on the com-
munity, call (914) 461-9208 
or visit http://www.maple-
fields.com.  

You can also find Maple 
Fields on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/Maple-Fields-
at-Wallkill-627569310649034, 
on twitter at www.twitter.
com/maplefieldsny or read 
more about the community 
at www.bakerresidential.
wordpress.com.

BY GENE DEFRANCIS 
Three years ago this week 

Allerton Intertnational Mer-
chants Association held its 
fi rst meeting. We are very 
thankful for all of the support 
throughout the years.  We look 
forward to the years to come.

We held our monthly meet-
ing this week. We thank Rose-

mary DeLuca of the Wildlife 
Concervation Society for her 
time and information. We will 
post the minutes from our 
meeting onto our Facebook 
page Allerton International 
Merchants Association.

In addition to honoring Jer-
emy Warneke at this year’s an-
niversary event, we are also 

introducing the Allerton In-
spiration Award.  This award 

edicated to those who inspire 
others to accomplish great 
things in life.

Get your journal ads in this 
week and get your tickets for 
Allerton International Mer-
chants Association 3rd Anni-
versary Cocktail party. They 
are going fast. Cocktail party 
will be on Wednesday, March 

30 at 7 p.m. at The Sanz.
Join us on Facebook at 

Allerton International Mer-
chants Association.

Send all questions,  con-
cerns, and comments to Aller-
tonMerchants@gmail.com

Our next meeting will be on 
Tuesday, April 5 at 7:30 p.m. at 
The Sanz, 815 Allerton Avenue.

Assemblyman Michael R. 
Benedetto will be sponsor-
ing an AARP Driver Safety 
course on Saturday, April 16, 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

This course is a closed 

Benedetto sponsors AARP Driver Safety course
class with AARP. 

Space is limited.  Regis-
tration for this class begins 
on Monday, March 14, at  9:30 
a.m.  No reservations will be 
taken prior to that time.

To reserve a seat, call As-
semblyman Benedetto’s of-
fice at (718) 892-2235. 

This 6-hour course will 
refresh your driving knowl-
edge with a review of time-

tested safe driving tips.  
Those who complete the 
course will receive a reduc-
tion of approximately 10 
percent from the base rate 
of automobile and motorcy-

cle liability premiums each 
year for three years.

The course will be held 
at the Fort Schuyler House, 
3077 Cross Bronx Express-
way. 

BY MICHELE TORRIONI
Haven’t written anything 

in some time and we’ve taken 
a long winter break from our 
monthly meetings. Hope ev-
eryone enjoyed their holidays 
and didn’t suffer too much 
with the cold winter weather.  

Tuesday, March 15 will 
be our fi rst 2016 meeting at 
St. Theresa School cafeteria. 
Hope you can join us.  Guest 
speaker will be from the 
FDNY addressing fi re safety 
and will bringing along some 

smoke detectors to give away.  
Please ask your friends and 
neighbors to join us for this 
meeting.  We would love a 
large turnout for this and fu-
ture meetings. Please bring 
along any issues and ques-
tions you might have. 

I’d like to speak about the 
benefi t of doing good deeds 
and how good deeds can be 
the building blocks of a good 
life. The cycle of doing good 
helps to create a better world. 
Good deeds and paying it for-
ward are ways to plant seeds 

of goodwill that will grow 
and bear fruit down the road. 
The best thing about seed-
ing is that it makes you feel 
good, with all that is happen-
ing in this world, we are fi nd-
ing it harder and harder to 
feel good about things. Doing 

a thoughtful deed for some-
one else opens your heart and 
fi lls it with warmth. You don’t 
have to be rich or powerful to 
plant seeds of kindness. All it 
takes is a willingness to look 
out for opportunities to help 
others. Acts of kindness can 
start with just simple things, 
such as a smile for a harried 
grocery clerk or holding the 
door for a tired mother preoc-
cupied with her children. 

Take it a step further and 
offer help to people in need, 
perhaps someone you know 

could use a heart-to-heart dis-
cussion or an elderly person 
in your neighborhood needs 
help shopping. Thinking on a 
larger scale, consider volun-
teering some time on a regu-
lar basis to benefi t a specifi c 
group or the community in 
general. 

In the process of doing 
good deeds for others, even 
if it is something small, we 
improve the lives of others, 
build better relationships and 
might even improve our own 
lives. 
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

MARCH
“PUCKER”

MADNESS!

Have your lips fi lled 
and a friend pays

1/2 PRICE!
BD Members: 
ENJOY OUR 

BOTOX SPECIAL

$50 OFF 
your next treatment of 
20 units or more and 

earn points!
New BD members 

welcome!

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue ♦ Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576
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Purim, one of the most joy-
ous holidays on the Jewish 
calendar, will be celebrated at 
Temple Hatikva’s next Shabbat 
service on Friday, March 18, at 
7:30 p.m.

The holiday commemorates 
a time when the Jewish people 
of ancient Persia were saved 
from extermination through 
the bravery of a young Jewess 
named Esther, whose bravery 
inspired The Book of Esther, 
one of the books of the Old Tes-
tament. 

The entire community is 
welcome to attend and par-
ticipate in the service, which 
consists of the reading of the 

Scroll of Esther, known as the 
Megillah, chanted on Purim 
in synagogues worldwide.  It 
relates how Queen Esther and 
her cousin Mordecai saved the 
Jewish people from the plot of 
the wicked Haman, who was 
advisor to the Persian King 
Ahasuerus and who tried to 
have the Jews destroyed.

During the chanting of the 
Megillah, it is customary for 
congregants to shake noise-
makers, known as groggers, 
or stamp their feet, to blot out 
the name of Haman whenever 
it is mentioned.  It is also cus-
tomary for Jews to share gifts 
of food with others.  To fulfi ll 

both those traditions, Temple 
Hatikva has asked those plan-
ning to attend the service to 
bring boxes of pasta to serve 
as substitute groggers.  The 
pasta will then be donated to 
the Bronx Jewish Community 
Council’s food pantry for dis-
tribution within the local com-
munity

The council has generously 
offered to provide the tradi-
tional Purim sweets for the fel-
lowship Kiddush which will 
follow the service, as well as 
for the Adult Education class 
on Sunday.  Known as Hamant-
aschen, the triangular-shaped 
fruit-fi lled cookies represent 

the three-cornered hat of Ha-
man.

The entire community is in-
vited to join in this joyous eve-
ning, which is, of course, free 
of charge.

The Temple Hatikva free 
Adult Education series will 
continue on Sunday, March 20, 
at 10 a.m.  Adult Ed sessions are 
always accompanied by a free 
bagel breakfast, this month 
with Hamantaschen and coffee.  
The class will cover the story of 
Purim and its importance, not 
only to remember that the Jews 
triumphed over their enemies, 
but how it was accomplished by 
the brave young Esther.  There 

will also be discussion of the 
signifi cance of the symbols of 
Purim, and favorite Hamen-
tashen fl avors.

The synagogue is planning 
to hold a pre-Passover Shabbat 
service on Friday, April 15  and 
Adult Education on Sunday, 
April 17.  Traditional holiday 
desserts will be served at both 
the Kiddush following the ser-
vice and the Adult Ed session.

Temple Hatikva is located 
at Bronx House, 990 Pelham 
Parkway South. The syna-
gogue can be reached by email 
at TempleHatikva@aol.com, or 
on the web at www.TempleHa-
tikva.com.

Temple Hatikva to celebrate Purim March 18th

BY RHENECIA PERRY
The Throggs Neck Commu-

nity Action Partnership will 
hold a communitywide event 
entitled, ‘Healthy Me, Healthy 
You!’ to highlight the impor-
tance of the Bronx borough 
president’s #Not62 Campaign 
Initiative, as well as commem-
orate all of the honorees of 
TNCAP’s annual poster cam-
paign, who’s theme also sur-
rounds the initiative. 

This event will be a family-
friendly enjoyable day fi lled 
with physical activities, games 
and healthy food choices for 
all ages. In addition, there will 
be tables with information on 

how people of different ages 
can remain physically active 
and healthy, whether indoors 
or outdoors. The community 
event will also highlight local 
merchants and organizations 
within the community who 
do support a healthy lifestyle, 
promoting the Bronx to not be 
number 62. This event is to en-
courage health and wellness 
in all aspects of life - physi-
cally, emotionally, spiritually 
- all while fostering relation-
ships with families, peers and 
community.

The Throggs Neck Healthy 
Me, Healthy You! event will 
be on Saturday, May 7 from 

11a.m. to 4 p.m. The event will 
be located on Hollywood Av-
enue, between Randall and 
Schley avenues, near the I.S. 
192 school campus. The event 
is free of cost. 

During the event, families 
will have the option of eating 
healthy foods, listening to mu-
sic, bike riding, climbing rock 
walls, dancing, boxing demon-

stration, doing yoga, and kick-
boxing, just to name a few. We 
encourage that all families at-
tend, not only to enjoy them-
selves, but to foster relation-
ships and educate themselves 
on the importance of health 
and well being. 

Also, local legislators will 
be in attendance to honor 
the poster campaign’s win-
ners. The event is sponsored 
by TNCAP, Senator Jeffrey 
Klein, Congressman Joseph 
Crowley, Phipps Beacon Pro-
gram @ IS192, and Commu-
nity Board 10. Our partners 
include: Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce and Borough Pres-

ident Ruben Diaz, Jr.
The Throggs Neck Com-

munity Action Partnership 
feels putting on such an event 
not only promotes a collabora-
tive community, but it also in-
forms community members of 
a social issue negatively affect-
ing Bronx residents. Through 
educating youth through our 
poster campaign, working 
with different sectors to create 
this event, and having a com-
munity day to tie knowledge 
and action together, our goal 
of reducing negative habits of 
children and families to advo-
cate for a healthy and produc-
tive lifestyles can be reached. 

The St. Catharine Acad-
emy Robotics Team made it 
to quarter fi nals at the State 
Robotics Competition on Sat-
urday, March 5, in Glen Cove, 
NY.  

The only all-female team 
with a female coach, and the 
only team from the Bronx, 
the St. Catharine Comets won 
the prestigious Judges Award 
2015-2016, taking this honor 
for the second year in a row.

The Judges Award is a spe-
cial recognition of the team’s 

Award-winning St. Catharine Robotics Team
accomplishments throughout 
the competition season.  The 
team earned a perfect score 
on their interview and presen-
tation on engineering skills, 
knowledge, content and en-
gineering notebook at both 
the regional and state compe-
titions.    The team was also 
awarded recognition for pro-
gramming skills.

Competing in 55 challeng-
ing matches, team members 
emphasized that team work 
and good communication 

skills are essential to success.  
Team captain Gianna 

Lozano, co-captain Gabriel 
(Gabby) Vega, and program-
mer Stephanie Njoku ex-
plained how this works.  “I’m 
a driver,” said Gabby.  “My 
job is to drive the robot to the 
goal and get points.”  Gabby 
was assisted by Gianna whose 
job as a builder included both 
fi xing the robots on the spot 
and guiding Gabby in strat-
egy.  “I help the driver fi gure 
out which controls to use and 
how to maneuver around the 
opposing robots. You need 
good communication skills 
to know what all of the team 
members need to do their job 
right.”

None of this is possible 
without the programmer.  “My 
job,” said Stephanie, “is to do 
the math computation to as-
sist the builder to build a robot 
to do the things that you want 
it to do in competition.”  “Our 
robots were not as fancy or big 
as other robots,” said Gabby, 
“but ours were faster because 

they were lighter weight.”
The members of the Robot-

ics Team are:  Seniors Mirna 
Gonzalez and Nya Truesdale, 
Sophomores Gianna Lozano, 
Captain, Gabriel Vega, Co-

captain, and Stephanie Njoku, 
and freshman Ashley DeLeon, 
Amanda Denning, Leanna 
Mullamphy, Shania Burrus, 
Mariah Villalon, and Angel-
ique Vega.Robotics Team with SCA science teacher and coach Sheree Petrignani.

Picture of the SCA robot, Comet.
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718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

SALE

COUNTRY LIFE
NATROL NEW CHAPTER 

BARLEANS
(FLAX PRODUCTS ONLY)

25%
OFF

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 
Organic Foods Herbs Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 03/31/16

The Year-Round Nursery School Serving From 2 Months to Pre K

NEW YORK STATE LICENSED TEACHERS
CERTIFIED IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

LICENSED BY NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Come visit our School at
904 Morris Park Avenue

Call for Registration
718.823.8345

REGISTRATION NOW
FOR CHILDREN 2 TO 4 

YEARS OLD

FREE UPK
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RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

It’s tough being a teen-
ager.  And, as many parents 
know, having a conversation 
with your teen can be every 
bit as diffi cult.

 “Talking to Your Teen” 
will be the focus of the next 
Dinner with a Doctor, hosted 
by SBH Health System (St. 
Barnabas Hospital). The 
event will be held on Tues-
day, April 12th in English 
and on Thursday, April 14th 
in Spanish at the Braker 
Building, 4422 Third Avenue, 
on the St. Barnabas Hospital 
campus (beginning at 6 p.m.). 
There is no cost to attend the 
event, which will include the 
serving of a delicious and 
healthful meal.

 Presenting will be Dr. 
Paulo Pina, a board certi-
fi ed pediatrician with SBH 
Health System, and Caroline 
Davis, Director of Teen Ser-
vices at the Teen Health Cen-
ter at SBH Health System. 

A graduate of the NYU Lan-
gone School of Medicine, Dr. 
Pina is the Ambulatory Pedi-
atric Care program director 
at SBH Health System, assis-
tant director of its pediatric 
residency program, and an 
Assistant Professor at Albert 
Einstein Medical School.    
Davis, a graduate of Marist 
College, holds a Masters of 
Arts in Christian Ministry 
from North Park Theological 
Seminary and a Masters of 
Science in Non Profi t Leader-
ship and Social Justice from 
Fordham University. 

 The seminar will make 
some of the following points 
when it comes to you and 
your teenager: 

• Change your expecta-
tions. After all, the brain of a 
teenager is a work in progress.  
While it’s tempting to treat 
teens as though they were 
fully capable of logical reason-
ing, decision-making, and im-

pulse control, physiologically 
they aren’t there yet.

• Stop treating your teen-
ager with suspicion. Teenag-
ers should feel their home is 
a refuge where they feel safe 
and protected, fi nd love and 
acceptance.

• Establish boundaries 
and stick to them. Every-
one that lives in your house 
should be part of making the 
household run.

• Honor and respect your 
teen. Respect their opinions 
and ask for them.

• Make allowances for 
their daily minor mistakes. 
Don’t jump on them for every 
minor infraction.

If your teenager never 
talks to you, talk to them or 
leave them notes. Make sure 
they know that they can come 
to you whenever they need to 
speak with you.

• Show them love.
 Dinner with a Doctor

St. Barnabas Hospital 
holds Dinner with a Doctor 
on a regular basis, with mem-
bers of the hospital’s clini-
cal staff discussing various 
health issues while attend-
ees enjoy a light meal.  Past 
events have included presen-
tations on such topics as ag-
ing joints, attention defi cit 
disorder, breast cancer treat-
ment, dental health, diabe-
tes, heart care, hospice and 
palliative care, men’s health, 
pain management, questions 
to ask your doctor, vascular 
disease, wound healing, and 
women’s health.  To meet the 
diverse needs of the commu-
nity served by the hospital, 
presentations are offered in 
English, Spanish and other 
languages.  

“We encourage members 
of our community to take ad-
vantage of the Dinner with 
a Doctor series,” said Len 
Walsh, Executive Vice Presi-

dent and Chief Operating Of-
fi cer at SBH Health System.  
“We enjoy the opportunity to 
meet with them and provide 
some answers to questions 
they may have on various 
health and medical topics.  
The upcoming presentation, 
‘Talking to Your Teen,’ deals 
with a topic that many fami-
lies struggle with.  While 
there are no easy answers, 
we feel our experts can pro-
vide information that will 
help families in our commu-
nity with their own parent/
teen discussions.”

Dinner with a Doctor is 
free and limited to 60 people. 
You must be 16 years of age or 
older to attend and reserva-
tions are required to assure 
that space will be available.  
To RSVP contact Diana Lou-
briel at 718-960-9295. Parking 
is available by entering the 
hospital campus at Third Av-
enue and 183rd Street.

Dinner with a Doctor at SBH Health System

One hundred years ago 
in Brownsville, Brooklyn, 
our modern era began. In a 
squat building that no lon-
ger exists, a pretty and soft-
spoken mom named Marga-
ret opened an offi ce where 
women could get something 
they’d never been allowed to 
obtain before.

Birth control.
The place wasn’t called 

Planned Parenthood in 1916. 
“It didn’t really have a 

name,” says Sabrina Jones, 
author of an upcoming 
graphic novel, “Our Lady of 
Birth Control: A Cartoonist’s 
Encounter with Margaret 
Sanger.” 

Back then, the idea of pre-
venting unwanted pregnan-
cies was so new and contro-
versial, even Sanger herself 
didn’t expect to provide fam-
ily planning to anyone other 
than … families. 

At the time, Brownsville’s 
population was predomi-
nantly Eastern European 
and Italian, so Sanger made 
her fl yers in Italian, Yiddish, 
and English. 

“She assumed the clients 
would be mothers married 
with lots of children. Pub-
licly, she never offered birth 
control to unmarried peo-

The revolution in Brownsville
ple — that was too far,” says 
Jones.

Sanger didn’t even seem 
like a revolutionary. Deli-
cate and poised, she had 
three children of her own 
and had, for a while, been liv-
ing a quiet suburban life up 
in Hastings. Her husband, a 
draftsman, worked for the ar-
chitect Stanford White. He’d 
urged young Margaret Byrne 
to marry him while she was 
still in nursing school, be-
cause he was afraid that she’d 
fall in love with a doctor.

Sanger complied, but soon 
grew restless. As Jones put it, 
“She wanted a wider world.” 
Wilder, too. 

So in 1911 she moved to 
the Village and was soon 
mingling (and more) with 
the socialists and revolution-
aries she met. Her new com-
rade, Emma Goldman, was 
probably the person who in-
troduced her to birth control, 
and did so with an economic 
argument: Why is it that 
poor people, who can’t afford 
more children, always have 
more of them, while the up-
per classes don’t?

The wealthy had some-
thing the poor did not, and 
that something was contra-
ception. Back then, family 

planning was still dicey and 
pricey. 

“Condoms were very ex-
pensive,” says Jones. They 
were made out of sheep gut. 
“People washed them and re-
used them.” 

Poor women rarely even 
knew about these. For them, 
the only birth control was 
abortion. Sanger worked as 
a nurse in the slums, where 
desperate women begged her 
to tell them the secret: How 
could they avoid having kids 
they couldn’t feed, or the 
abortions they despised? 

Legally, she wasn’t al-
lowed to tell them. Nobody 
was. Discussing birth con-
trol was against the law, as 

was dispensing it. When she 
fi nally decided to open her 
clinic, it was “an act of civil 
disobedience,” Jones says. 
Sanger went a step further 
and actually alerted the dis-
trict attorney to her deed, 
because she wanted to go 
to court and get those laws 
thrown out. 

The road to that goal was 
fraught with protest, prison, 
and a nearly lethal hunger 
strike on the part of Sanger’s 
sister. But in the end, the law 
cracked, and fi nally doctors 
were legally allowed to tell 
their clients about condoms.

Jones’ graphic novel tells 
that whole story along with 
the reason she felt compelled 
to write it. She woke up one 
morning, turned on the ra-
dio, “and I heard the story of 
a young woman testifying be-
fore Congress about the need 
for contraceptive coverage in 
student health plans.” 

That woman, Georgetown 
law student Sandra Fluke, 
was immediately lambasted 
by Rush Limbaugh, who 
called her a slut and a pros-
titute. 

“She wants to be paid to 
have sex!” Limbaugh told his 
listeners. “She’s having so 
much sex she can’t afford the 

contraception!”
“I was horrifi ed that in 2012 

a woman could still be shamed 
for advocating birth control,” 
says Jones. “When I came of 
age, birth control was a done 
deal that had achieved near 
universal acceptance. All the 
battles were about abortion.” 

Realizing Sanger’s 
crusade was back in the 
crosshairs, Jones reached for 
her drawing board — liter-
ally. Creating “social justice 
comics” is her standard M.O. 

Her topics range from 
army recruitment wiles to 
Walt Whitman. My favorite 
is her book about mass incar-
ceration — a graphic novel 
version of Marc Mauer’s 
“Race to Incarcerate,” which 
tells the story of how Amer-
ica came to imprison a bigger 
chunk of its population than 
any other country, including 
China and Iran. It is stun-
ning in its clarity. Reading it 
feels like a punch in the gut. 

Graphic novels have a way 
of making problems present 
in a way that simple para-
graphs (like these!) cannot. 
Margaret Sanger had her 
clinic, Jones has her paint-
brush, but they share the 
same mission: Freedom to 
live and to love.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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Locations throughout the Bronx providing Quality Medical, Dental and Specialty Services 
260 East 188th Street      2021 Grand Concourse      2101 Quarry Rd     470 East Fordham Rd      4487 Third Avenue

Welcome to Your Health Care Home

@UCHC_Bronx

T
W

E
E

T

L
IK

E Union Community 
Health Center

GRAND OPENING 
  

2016 Bronxdale Ave, Suite 301

718.220.2020   
www.uchcbronx.org

Hours: 
Monday & Friday 

8am-4pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 
11am-7pm

Accepting New Patients – Open Evenings!
Primary Health Care for the Entire Family
Infants/Children - Adolescents/Teens   
Adults - Seniors

Services include:

Most Insurance Plans Accepted 

 

 

Affordable, Compassionate, Family-Centered, Convenient, Quality Health Care  

Hablamos Español y esperamos la oportunidad de 

desearle la  bienvenida al llegar a su nuevo hogar medico!
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Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena LoCicero
Funeral Director

GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 
To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 
Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 
Offer. Exp. 03/31/2016

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and 
the New York Daily News’ Gersh 
Kuntz man every Monday at 4:30 for 
an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4:30PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Mobile No-Cost Breast Cancer Screening 

Sunday, March 13th
9:00am - 4:30pm

taking place at:

An appointment is necessary 
Please call 1-877-628-9090

Woman age 40 and older
New York City Mailing Address

No mammogram in the past 12 months

Eligibility Criteria for those 
with health insurance:

Woman age 50 and older
New York City Mailing Address

No mammogram in the past 12 months

Eligibility Criteria for those 
without health insurance:

American-Italian Cancer Foundation’s

1315 Olmstead Avenue, Bronx NY 10462

is a proud partner of the 

Funded by a grant from NY Department of Health Cancer Services Program. Additional funding provided by the generous support of the New York City Council, the
National Breast Cancer Foundation, NYS Assembly, GreaterGood.org, the RAR Foundation and individual patrons.
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INCLUDES:

Car WashPelham Bay MCAMCAPelham Bay
FULL SERVICE 

CAR WASH

SUPER
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert Graziosa 
has been certifi ed 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led many 
patients to live 
more happy and 
healthy lives.

B
E

FO
R

E
A

FT
E

R

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start hCG 
Weight Loss Program

LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 
20–40 lb. LIGHTER

LOSE 
½–2 lb. PER DAY

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue ♦ Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576

A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

Notice of Intent to Request Designation

of Brownfield Opportunity Area

The City of New York and the Bronx Council for 
Environmental Quality is hereby providing Notice of 
Intent to nominate the Harlem River in the Brownfield 
Opportunity Areas (BOA) Program to the New York 
State, Department of State for official 
designation. Successful designation of the Harlem River 
BOA will make available additional Brownfield Tax 
Credits for eligible projects, and give project grant or 
financing applications priority and preference from state, 
federal and local agencies as allowed by law. Copies of 
the BOA Nomination document will be available for 
review by visiting bceq.org.

From page 28

ing, Charles Oakley, Allan Houston 
and John Starks.

The son of a teacher and basketball 
coach, McCullough learned the game 
quickly, playing pick-up games at 
Rucker Park, Dyckman and West 4th 
Street’s courts. He also played football, 
lacrosse and soccer as an adolescent. 

McCullough, who majored in Com-
munications at Syracuse, originally 
wanted to be an aerospace engineer.

McCullough recently became a 
parent, after fathered his fi rst child, 
Christopher McCullough, Jr., on April 
23, 2015.

Now that he is fully recovered from 
his injury, Chris is looking towards 
what the future holds for his new ca-
reer.

“Taking my recovery day by day, 
one step at a time - it was a very hard 
time but I just made myself work even 
harder,” McCullough said at the newly 
opened Brooklyn Nets practice facility, 
the Hospital for Special Surgery Train-
ing Center, in Sunset Park, Brooklyn. 

The Bronx has produced some 
great basketball talent over the years - 
including the late Dolph Schayes, Nate 
‘Tiny’ Archibald, Rod Strickland, the 
late Malik Sealy, Jamal Mashburn and 

Bronx basketball player 
overcomes torn ACL injury

Kemba Walker, who currently plays 
for the NBA’s Charlotte Hornets. 

Could Chris McCullough be the 
next generation of talent that comes 
from the borough?

McCullough shoots free throws during a 
Brooklyn Nets practice. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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SAFE, GENTLE, THOROUGH CLEAN

Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Must present promo code at time of service. Valid at participating locations only. 
Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. Not applicable to installed carpet or area rugs cleaned in home. Applies only to off site cleaning 
process. Priced by square foot. As applicable, discount applies to the smallest area rug of equal or lesser size. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

BEYOND CARPET CLEANING

1-800-STEEMER®  |  stanleysteemer.com

CARPET  |  TILE & GROUT  |  HARDWOOD  |  UPHOLSTERY
24 HOUR EMERGENCY WATER SERVICES

Cleaning Completed By 4/15/16
Promo Code: 25AREA

ORIENTAL & FINE AREA RUG CLEANING

$25 OFF

BEFORE AFTER

Bronx House School for Performing Arts spring session
Bronx House School for 

Performing Arts is currently 
accepting registration for 
their spring session of group 
music classes beginning the 
week of March 20. Classes 
are offered Tuesdays through 
Sundays, run for ten weeks 
and include pre-school music 
appreciation, pre-school in-
strumental classes in piano 
and violin, and beginner pi-
ano, guitar or violin for ages 
6 and up.

Ongoing registration is 
also available for private and 
semi-private instruction in 
piano, guitar, voice, violin, 
drums, and other instru-
ments.

The School for Performing 
Arts faculty is comprised of 
professionals who are active 
performers and music educa-
tors and who hold advanced 
degrees from schools includ-

ing Juilliard, Mannes, the 
Manhattan School of Music, 
New England Conservatory 
and NYU. They also include 
émigré instrumentalists who 
once played in orchestras in 
Russia, Hungary and Alba-
nia. 

All classes are held in a 
state-of-the-art 7,000 square 
foot wing that includes 
soundproof and sound en-
hanced music rooms and 
dance studios. 

The school also offers 
scholarships to students who 
qualify for fi nancial assis-
tance as well as instruments 
available for loan, free of 
charge, which students may 
take home during the course 
of their instruction.

Additional information 
and discounts can also be 
found at the upcoming Kids 
Day Open House on Satur-

day, March 19, from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

Bronx House is located at 

990 Pelham Parkway South.  
For further information 

or to register call (718) 792-

1800 ext. 235, or check the 
website at www.bronxhouse.
org.

Participants perform at the group piano lessons at Bronx House School for Performing Arts

• Three Billy Goats Gruff Concert.................................61

• Bronx Academy Of Arts Festival................................61

• Do You Remember - ‘Red’ Allen................................62
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Meet Barry, Maurice and Robin, 
three billy goats that encounter a 
bridge troll en route to their concert at 
International Caterers at 3243 Am-
pere Avenue for two shows on Sunday, 
March 13 at 1 and 2:30  p.m. 

Cheer the brothers on as they har-
monize to stay alive.  Three Billy Goats 
Gruff is a new adaptation of a Norwe-
gian fairy tale with a dose of Saturday 
Night Fever! Written by Dante Alber-
tie with musical arrangements by Wil-
liam Scribner. The three billy goats 
are Henry Ovalles, Eddie Torres and 
Felix Otero with Ginaury Vasquez as 
the troll.

All tickets are $8 at the door with 
a 10-30% discount on advance online 
sales. For more information and tick-
ets, visit bronxartsensemble.org.

* * *

Upcoming Wave Hill events in-
clude:

Saturday, March 19; Sunday, March 
20: Family Art Project: Little Plants, 
Big Prints: Observe the lovely shapes 
of bulbous succulent plants. Then, cre-
ating shapes using construction paper 
and simple templates, we’ll make bold 
and brushy, large-scale prints, an en-
gaging project that is easy for all!

Saturday, March 19: Tai Chi Chuan: 
In this beginner level class, Irving Yee, 
a member of the William CC Chen Tai 
Chi School, introduces students to the 
internal martial arts, and promotes an 
awareness of its health benefi ts. 

Saturday, March 19: Free Com-
munity Meditation: Join Sara Hart 
of iHart Lens on a path to enlighten-
ment.  This meditative walk through 
the woodland trails will help you con-
nect to nature and yourself through 
art, yoga, breathing techniques and 
journaling. 

Sunday, March 20: Yoga: Classes 
are led by Yoga for Bliss director Neem 
Dewji. All levels welcome. 

Sunday, March 20: Winter Work-
space Workshop: Walking Mindfully: 
Each winter, Wave Hill opens Glyndor 
Gallery as workspace for New York-
area artists, giving them the unique 
opportunity to explore the winter 
landscape as a source of inspiration. 
Artists share aspects of their prac-
tice with the public through hands-on 
workshops. 

Sunday, March 20” In The Shop: 
Daffodils!” Celebrate the fi rst day of 
spring! Spend $50 or more today and 
receive a gift of cheerful daffodils—all 
day until we run out of blossoms!

Sunday, March 20: Meditation: Each 
session, led by Yoga for Bliss director 
Neem Dewji, includes instruction in 
simple techniques, followed by guided 
meditations. All levels welcome. 

Sunday, March 20: Afternoon Tea: 
Enjoy Afternoon Tea in the Mark 
Twain Room prior to each concert in 
Armor Hall. 

Tea also includes a glass of spar-
kling wine and strawberries. Ad-
vanced registration is required.  We 
will take reservations until noon on 
the Thursday prior to the concert. 

Sunday, March 20: Garden & Con-
servatory Highlights Walk: Join in for 
an hour-long tour of seasonal garden 
highlights. Free with admission to the 
grounds.

Sunday, March 20: Concert: Daria 
Rabotkina, Piano: Daria Rabotkina’s 
ascending career has already led to 
solo appearances with the San Fran-
cisco and New World Symphonies with 
Michael Tilson Thomas, and a North 
American tour with the Kirov Orches-
tra and Maestro Valery Gergiev. 

Wave Hill is located at 675 West 
252nd Street. For further information 
call (718) 549-3200, ext. 232.

* * *

The Bronx Academy of Arts & 

Dance forges forward with the 16th 
annual BAAD!ASS WOMEN FESTI-
VAL, celebrating the empowerment of 
women through art, culture and per-
formance.  The festival includes sev-
eral evenings of dance, theatre, poetry, 
music and performance. The festival 
takes place at BAAD!, 2474 Westchester 
Avenue. 

Ticket prices vary from free to $20.  
Participants can take advantage of the 
Five for $5 special (you and four “girl-
friends” make a group of fi ve and pay 
only $5 each with a prior reservation.)  
BAAD! offers discounts to BAADGE 
cardholders, BCA cardholders and 
NALAC members, and free admission 
to residents of 10474 and 10461 zip codes. 
Ticket offers cannot be combined.

The schedule for the shows and 
events is as follows:

Friday, March 11 at 8 p.m., $20: Ex-
perimental Women: Three brazen cho-
reographers explore themes of embodi-
ment, brilliance, and new realities 
through sound, movement, and spoken 
word in a shared evening with chore-
ographers Alicia Raquel, Fana Fraser, 
and Herbert H Dance Company with 
live music by Skin Against Metal. 

Saturday, March 12 at 8 p.m., $20: 
Sole Sisters: Compilation Dance Con-
cert: The BAADAss Women Dance 
Concert is a no-holds-barred, 10 cho-
reographer takeover of BAAD! fol-
lowed by “a dance until you stop” af-
ter party so the audience can move and 
groove, too. The choreographers from 
the Bronx and beyond include: Kath-
erine Bergstrom, Cassandra Borges 
& James LaTeek, cocomotion, Katie 
Kilbourn/Borne Dance Company, 
Beverly Lopez & Lourdes “Loli” San-
tiago, Mariah Ella Mason, Cynthia Pa-
niagua, Noele Phillips, Donna Racine 
Wilson-Mariscal and Ola Slavin.

Thursday, March 17 at 6 p.m.; work-
shop, 8 p.m.; performance, $5 suggested 
donation: co-presented by Pepatián 
and BAAD!  Shadow Lands With Car-
idad De La Luz & Cynthia Paniagua: 
Shadow Lands is a live performance, 
public conversation with support of 
project partner VIP Mujeres/Violence 
Intervention Program, and a multi-
disciplinary, bi-lingual workshop – all 
centering on creative healing of vio-
lence against women and women’s em-
powerment through the arts.

Friday and Saturday, March 18 
and 19 at 8 p.m., $25 and $20: Barbra 
Herr’s I’m Still Herr: Barbra Herr’s 
one woman cabaret show is all lip, no 
sync as she tells the true tale of Bobby 
Hernandez, a little bullied Boricua boy 
from the Bronx who grew up to be the 
woman of her own dreams. The deli-
cious diva’s story is told through the 
memories and musical stylings of the 
transgender artist/activist. Directed 
by the Helen Hayes Award nominee, 
Luis Caballero (La Lupe and DC7: The 
Roberto Clemente Story) and musical 
direction by Rachel Kaufman.

Tuesday, March 22 at 7 p.m., free: 
The Wind Is Spirit: The Life, Love And 
Legacy Of Audre Lorde: Dr. Gloria Jo-
seph, the late Audre Lorde’s partner, 
visits the Bronx to discuss her new 
book The Wind is Spirit: The Life, Love 
and Legacy of Audre Lorde. The book 
was born from an interview conducted 
a few months prior to Lorde’s death. 

They discussed a comprehensive 
biography that would tell her story in 
full, revealing her tenacity, complex-
ity and passion. With that mandate, 
Joseph sat down to the task of creating 
The Wind is Spirit, and got other writ-
ers to contribute stories as well. The 
evening will have a Q&A led by Ma-
jora Carter.

Thursday, March 24 at 7 p.m., free: 
Les Histoires D’lesbian Amour / The 
Stories Of Lesbian Love: Writers Ali-

cia Anabel Santos and Yoseli Castillo 
curate an evening celebrating and 
preserving lesbian stories. Honoring 
lesbian WOC writers and artists who 
have come before us. Intersecting ac-
tivism, art, hip-hop, poetry, prose, the-
atre and lesbian love with a group of 
contemporary writers.

Friday, March 25 at 8 p.m., $25 amd 
$20: Sirens & Divas: Soprano, Anqwe-
nique Wingfi eld presents contempo-
rary works by Black Women compos-
ers and performers, highlighting their 
accomplishments in classical music, 
jazz and soul. 

Karma Mayet presents Rootwoman, 
songs from her newest release. She has 
an intoxicating sound that springs 
from her unique approach to vocal at-
tunement that gets to the root of her 
sound by accessing the root of her be-
ing.

Saturday, March 26 at 8 p.m., $20: 
Power Moves: Maria Bauman And Ox-
ana Chi & Layla Zami: This evening of 
powerful performers brings a Oxana 
Chi and Layla Zami’s dance-music-
word femmage-tribute to Afro-German 
poet and activist May Ayim, who was 
“Germany’s Audre Lorde” sharing the 
bill with Maria Bauman’s MBDance in 
an section of “dying and dying and dy-
ing” which mines dreams and concep-
tual space to uncover a mesmerizing 
danced ritual of death, life and how to 
stay in touch with ancestors.

Three Billy Goats Gruff at International Caterers
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‘Red’ Allen led the house band at Metropole Cafe

Henry “Red” Allen and his band played at the Metropole Cafe for many 
years with all the great jazz musicians of the era. 

REPRINTED FROM 3/15/2012

When I was a young man I 
had a friend who worked as a 
deck hand on a tugboat which 
I believe was called the “Met-
ropolitan III.” He worked about 
two or three weeks straight and 
then had a week off. 

This was in 1965 and he was 
paid very well due to the long 
hours. 

He would occasionally 
splurge and invite a couple of 
friends out for a night on the 
town and money was no object. 

One time after a sumptu-
ous dinner at the Dixie Hotel 
he took us to hear Gene Krupa, 
then considered one of the 
greatest jazz drummers alive, 
at the Metropole Cafe at Sev-
enth Avenue and 48th Street. 

Seats were secured for us 
right up close to the band that 
performed right on the bar; it 
was an interesting set-up with 
a bandstand attached to the in-
side of the bar as well as an oval 
extension so you could practi-
cally sit at the feet of perform-
ers. 

Unfortunately, Krupa was 
a no-show and Maxie Kamin-
sky, also a great drummer, was 
fi lling in for him. It was still 
a great night but I missed the 

chance to speak with Krupa.  
Kaminsky, by the way, played 
with Tommy Dorsey, Artie 
Shaw and all the other leading 
bands of the era.  

Oddly, that would be the 
fi nal year for the fabled jazz 
venue that featured such no-
tables as Billie Holliday, Cozy 
Cole, Roy Eldridge, “Red” Al-
len and too many others to 
mention here. 

Henry “Red” Allen (1908-
1967) was very well known for 
his recordings and extensive 
work with Louis Armstrong. 
He also recorded with Billie 
Holliday and, oddly, both are 
interred not far from each other 
in St. Raymond Cemetery here 
in the Bronx.   “Red” Allen led 
the house band at the Metro-
pole Cafe from 1954 to 1965 and 
is among the most noted trum-
peters and band leaders of the 
jazz era.

 Art Kane of Esquire Maga-
zine heard of a gathering of all-
time jazz and blues greats in 

East Harlem in 1958 and showed 
up with camera in hand.  He 
took one of the most historic 
photographs of jazz artists ever 
assembled.  He snapped his pic-
ture at about 10 a.m. on August 
12 of that year  on East 126th 
Street between Madison and 
Fifth Avenues and “A Great 
Day in Harlem” has ever since 
been celebrated.  

It is considered the most 
important photograph of the 
swing era ever taken and a doc-
umentary fi lm was later made 
of the event.

 Among the 57 noted jazz 
entertainers, both black and 
white, who posed for the pho-
tograph were “Red” Allen, 
“Count” Basie, Gene Krupa, 
Max Kaminsky, innovative 
trumpeter Roy Eldridge, Dizzy 
Gillespie, pianist and com-
poser Theolonious Monk, mu-
sician and composer Benny 
Golson who, in addition to his 
jazz work, also composed mu-
sic for such popular TV staples 

as MASH, Ironsides, and Mis-
sion Impossible. 

The photo also included 
Maxime Sullivan.  Maxime, 
known for her stage and screen 
rolls as well as her recordings, 
bought a home on Ritter Place 
in the Bronx in 1945 and raised 
her daughter there.  

She also opened an outlet 
for jazz musicians nearby in 
the community that later be-
came known as “The House 
That Jazz Built.”  

There was not one unknown 
in the photograph and each 
person pictured would merit a 
story of their own.  
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cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

Healthy Lifestyle  
Challenge Walk 

Wear comfortable clothing. 
 

Bring a bottle of water, sunscreen. 
 

Check with your medical professional 
before undertaking any intensive 

activity. 

Free giveaways while 
supplies last. 

 
The walk will be on 

the beautiful 
grounds of the 
SUNY Maritime 

campus.  
 

Length of walk will 
last approximately 
2:00 hours and will 

be one where 
participants can 

walk at his/her own 
pace. 

 
Walkers should park 
in Lot #1 and meet at 

the Bronx 
Community Board 

#10 banner. 

 
SATURDAY 

 
APRIL 2, 2016 

 
10:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 

SUNY MARITIME 
COLLEGE 

6 Pennyfield Ave. 
Bronx, NY 10465 

Accessible from the #40 Bus  or a .7 mile walk from the #8 
Bus  stop at Pennyfield/Harding Aves. 

 

MEETING POINT IS  
PARKING LOT #1 

R.S.V.P.  by April 1, 2016 
718-892-1161 or  

Email:   
bx10@cb.nyc.gov 

Sponsored by: 

BRONX COMMUNITY  
BOARD #10 

Health & Human Services 
Committee 

In the event 
of inclem-
ent weath-

er, the walk 
will be re-
scheduled 

for a future 
date. 

FREE CLASSES
English Classes, TASC (GED) Classes, Citizenship Classes,

& Computer Classes
All Ages 18 and up are Welcome

Register with us at 2125 Glebe Ave Bronx New York 10462

Registration Dates For ESL, Citizenship and Computer Classes:
March 30th 11am- 3:30pm
March 31st 11am-3:30pm

Registration Date for TASC (GED):  
March 28th 10am Sharp

For more information, please call:
Selenie Villar, Program Coordinator, 718-829-1564 EXT 2  
Danielle Rucker, Program Counselor, 718-829-1564 EXT 3

Bronx YMCA
New Americans Welcome Center,

Literacy Zone and Young Immigrants Program
www.ymcanewamericans.org 

www.facebook.com/BronxNAWC   
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Action
Association

East Bronx History Forum highlights

(Right) St. Ann’s Episcopal Church 
of Morrisania, 295 St Ann’s Av-
enue. 

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
There is a pervasive left-

wing bias in American edu-
cation, both in classroom in-
struction as well as in the 
books assigned.

A member of the  New York 
State Assembly has decided 
to tackle the problem by in-
troducing legislation mandat-
ing that instructional materi-
als are free of bias. Assembly 
member Bill Curran, from 
Long Island, is sponsoring a 
bill,  A09057,  that would man-
date state approval of teaching 
materials.

His proposed law notes: 
“Unfortunately, over the last 
three decades, education has 
morphed into a progressive, 
socialist agenda that fails at 
every level to help our chil-
dren and future leaders de-
velop these important skills. 
In … textbooks found across 
America in states such as Ten-
nessee, Texas, and Florida, 
references have been found 
showing bias toward pro-Is-
lamic traditions, anti-Semi-
tism, anti- Judeo Christian 
values and race. According to 
the Reading and Writing Proj-
ect from Columbia University, 
there are too many textbooks 
around the country for all 

states to mandate and regu-
late what gets put into these 
textbooks.  Since there are 
biases in our textbooks, the 
tests’students receive could 
have pro-Islamic bias and 
distorted American facts as 
well. It is our goal to appoint a 
committee to oversee the text-
books our children our receiv-
ing, as well as their education. 
A teacher should not bring in 
any ‘supplemental’ reading/
textbook material that ‘they’ 
deem appropriate without au-
thorized consent of the text-
book governing body’s writ-
ten approval. This is a rising 
problem in our country, and 
we want to help create a bill 
that further prevents the bias 
within our textbooks.

“This legislation hopes to 
be a trailblazer and lead the 
way into the quest for non-
partisan improvement of ed-
ucation, serving all students 
equally, without discrimina-
tion or bias.”

The measure would cre-
ate a State Textbook Commis-
sion, charged with the respon-
sibility to review and prepare 
a list of standard editions of 
textbooks for approval by the 
State Education Department 
and then adopted by local 

boards for use in schools. It 
would prohibit teachers, prin-
cipals and other instructional 
persons from using or permit-
ting any supplemental text-
books or instructional materi-
als without the consent of the 
Commission.

Anger over textbooks being 
used to foster a biased, usually 
negative view, of the U.S. has 
spread across the nation.  The 
use of a particularly warped 
view, Howard Zinn’s ‘A Peo-
ple’s History of the United 
States,’ which presents a 
Marxist analysis of American 
history, as a preferred text has 
inspired widespread parental 
distress.

Writing for the History 
News Network, Daniel Flynn 
reports: “Through Zinn’s look-
ing-glass, Maoist China, site of 
history’s bloodiest state-spon-
sored killings, becomes “the 
closest thing, in the long his-
tory of that ancient country, to 
a people’s government, inde-

pendent of outside control.” 
The authoritarian Nicara-

guan Sandinistas were “wel-
comed” by their own people, 
while the opposition Contras, 
who backed the candidate that 
triumphed when free elections 
were fi nally held, were a “ter-
rorist group” that “seemed 
to have no popular support 
inside Nicaragua.” Castro’s 
Cuba, readers learn, “had no 
bloody record of suppression.”

Along with an anti-U.S. 
bias, there has been a disturb-
ing trend towards anti-Semi-
tism in textbooks. WND and 
Breitbart have reported in-
stances of this problem in a 
variety of states.

Breitbart has reported 
“There is bias in the books 
… it’s coming from education 
progressives. According to 
Dr. Sandra Alfonsi, expert on 
accuracy and unbiased text-
books…”  Examples of bias in-
cluded passages that claimed 
“Cuba had economic freedom, 
and that the Bible was full of 
‘stories’ while the Koran was 
the “word of God.” In a review 
of the Setember 11, 2001 attack 
on the World Trade Center and 
the Pentagon,  the terrorists 
were not identifi ed as Mus-
lims or Islamic Jihadists.”

WND noted that in 2014, 
A Tennessee group that com-
bats anti-Semitism asked the 
governor to investigate school 
textbooks not only because of 
instances of anti-Semitism 
but also hundreds of inaccu-
racies, biases and disinforma-
tion, including anti-American 
and anti-Christian content.

The group stated that “The 
texts are in direct violation of 
the U.S. and Tennessee Con-
stitutions by ‘teaching the 
religious dogmas of one reli-
gion,’ Islam, charged Laurie 
Cardoza-Moore.

A Project Veritas  video 
shows a former textbook com-
pany executive making state-
ments such as “The dead 
white guys did not create this 
country,” “Damn the Second 
Amendment.”

Texas has also been a sig-
nifi cant battleground in the 
fi ght against biased educa-
tion. One widely criticized les-
son plan in the Lone Star state 
equated the Boston Tea Party 
with modern day terrorism.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio 
broadcasts at amfm247.com, 
and visit our website at comac-
tainc.com.

BY THOMAS X. CASEY
The Huntington Free Li-

brary and Reading Room’s 
next meeting of the East 
Bronx History Forum will be 
on Wednesday, March 16 at 
7:30 p.m. 

When asked to name the 
most famous person to have 
lived in the Bronx, some 
would say Jennifer Lopez, 
Lou Gehrig or Edgar Allan 
Poe. When asked to name 
the most historically sig-
nifi cant person that lived in 
the Bronx, the answer might 
be Anne Hutchinson, John 
F. Kennedy or Sonia Soto-
mayor. 

There is only one real an-
swer to who was famous, his-
torical, born, lived, died and 
was interred in the Bronx!  
That would be Lewis Morris, 
delegate to the Continental 
Congress from New York and 
signer of the Declaration of 
Independence.

The next question that fol-
lows is where is Lewis Morris 
interred? A look at the photo-
graph provides the answer; 
Lewis Morris is interred in 
the Morris Family Crypt at 
St. Ann’s Episcopal Church, 
located on St. Ann’s Avenue 

at 140th Street in the Bronx.  
Who can name more 

than a half dozen sites out of 
over 25, where a tombstone, 
marker or vault is still in 
place?  There were   numer-
ous lost cemeteries, such as 
the 1850’s Centerville Af-
rican Methodist Episcopal 
Cemetery which was at the 
corner of Olmstead and Bene-
dict Avenue.  

At the forum’s 109th meet-
ing, Patrick Raftery who 
literally wrote the book 
about grave sites will pres-
ent ‘Bronx Cemeteries Past 
& Present’.  Raftery is a life-
long resident of Westchester 
County, and a librarian at 
the Westchester County His-
torical Society since 2006. He 
graduated in 2005 from Con-
cordia College in Bronxville 
with a B.A. in History and re-
ceived his Master of Library 
and Information Science 
from Long Island Univer-
sity in 2007.  He is a volun-
teer guide at the Cathedral 
of Saint John the Divine in 
Manhattan since 2010.  His 
fi rst book, ‘The Cemeteries 
of Westchester County’ and 
his second book, ‘The Cem-
eteries of the Bronx’, will be 

published in June 2016.
Caleb Pell, who was born 

in 1712 and died March 25, 
1768 is not buried in the Pell 
Plot in Pelham Bay Park. but 
in the Centerville AME fi -
nal resting place a short dis-
tance away. Please remember 
to ask where you can see the 
tombstones Mr. Huntington 
placed on his horses and dogs 
burial grounds. Please join 
us at 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, 
March 16 at the Huntington 
Free Library where all will 
be answered.

All meetings are free and 
open to the public at The Hun-
tington Free Library located 
at 9 Westchester Square, next 
to the Apple Bank.  Street 
parking is free after 7 p.m.   

Please view the East 
Bronx History Forum at  
www.BronxNYC.com or fol-
low us on Facebook.
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BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
Big Locust Point CSA news: 

due to issues with the LPCA’s 
Liability Insurance policy, we 
decided to change the CSA dis-
tribution site rather than do 
anything to risk the civic as-
sociation’s existing policy.  At 
this late date, the only choice 
we had was to move the site 
to my house in Locust Point, 
where we ran the CSA in 2013 
(post Superstorm Sandy, the 
civic house was under con-
struction and unavailable 
to the community for over a 
year).      

CSA Distribution sites 
must be confi rmed with the 
farm in November,  so soon we 
will be looking into a few po-
tential sites for 2017.  But for 
now, we just want to get out 
and promote the 2016 CSA at 
some upcoming community 
meetings and events.  

Speaking of which, I will 
be at the Community Board 
10 Health and Human Ser-
vices meeting on Wednesday, 
March 30 at the board offi ce 
on Tremont Avenue.  Deb-
bie Hunt, chairman of CB10’s 
Healthy Lifestyle Challenge, 
invited me to attend the meet-
ing to discuss this program.  

I love getting to talk about 
CSA to people; it is sometimes 
a challenge to convince people 
to think about food in a com-
pletely different way.  It always 
surprises me when I have a 
conversation with someone 
that has no idea about where 
their food comes from, and it 
usually goes two ways:  they 
don’t care and don’t want to 

change or they pay attention.   
When I start talking about 
CSA, I am discreetly bring-
ing up the two diametrically 
opposed food systems:  the 
local food system which in-
cludes urban agriculture and 
regional farming vs. the in-
dustrial food system which in-
cludes CAFO’s and the variety 
of environmental disasters 
lurking in the muck.  

I try not to talk about the 
CAFO’s and focus on the ben-
efi ts of eating locally, eating 
less meat and of cooking food 
from scratch.  If you want to 
know about CAFO’s, Google 
it or look on YouTube – there 
is plenty of stuff out there.  
Then, once you are truly re-
pulsed and vow to never eat at 
Mickey D’s again, Google Joel 
Salatin or Polyface Farm and 
you’ll feel much better.  And 
then, go to www.stoneledge.
farm and join our CSA (or any 
of the other three Bronx sites 
including City Island).

The CSA this year will 
start on Monday, June 6 with 
distribution hours of 6 to 8 p.m.  
Vegetables are delivered for 24 
weeks, ending on November 
14.  A vegetable share costs 
$540 and will feed a family of 
four or fi ve.  It can also be split 
between two couples or two 
families.  Generally, members 
receive anywhere from 8 to 10 
different seasonal vegetables 
in each share.  Fruit shares 
cost $240 and begin delivery 
on July 7 and are delivered 
for 20 weeks.   Fruit shares in-
clude two to three varieties of 
fruit per week in each share.  

Mushroom shares cost $120 
and begin with the vegetables 
on June 6.  The mushrooms 
are a rotation of fi ve varieties:  
white button, cremini, porto-
bella, shitake and oyster.  All 
produce is picked within 72 
to 48 prior to distribution and 
comes from a family owned 
and operated certifi ed organic 
farm in upstate NY.  

If you would like to join and 
have more questions or you 
need a share partner, email 
me at cnapolitano@netzero.
net.  We already have 9 shares 
sold of the 34 shares we have 
available.  Orders must be 
placed by May 30, so don’t 
miss out.  Last year, we were 
fi lled up by May 25.  

Once I fi nish writing this 
column, I’ll check my seed-
lings, water and turn on the 
grow lights.  The tomatoes 
are growing well, as they usu-
ally do, and have already been 
transferred to larger pots.  
Still waiting on the peppers, 
they are usually pretty stub-
born seeds and wait until they 
are good and ready.  

The Rainbow Chard, which 
I’ve never tried growing in-
doors, is doing well but the 
spinach not so much.  Both the 
spinach seeds I started and the 
seeds started by the Preston 

Garden Club did not do well 
at all.  Out of the nine seeds 
of the variety I planted, only 
two germinated but they are 
still growing and getting sec-
ondary leaves.  The six seeds 
that the Preston Garden Club 
started all germinated, but 
died off within a week.   I re-
seeded the cells with the seeds 
I had on hand, but I think the 
spinach will do well direct 
sown into the shady garden in 
a few weeks.  

Unfortunately, the rose-
mary seeds that they started 
all germinated as well and 
died off.  We’ll start those 
again, but I am going to try 
to do a little research on it as 
I have never grown rosemary 
from seed.  

I ordered my copy of ‘Straw 
Bale Gardens Complete’ by 
Joel Karsten.  This is the 
method of raised bed gardens 
that the Edgewater Park ‘Gar-
den in the Park’ team utilized 
last year with much success.  
The Preston Garden Club vis-
ited the Garden last fall and 
wanted to try a few bales for 
themselves.  In a few weeks, 
we’ll get the students coordi-
nated for a few workdays and 
hopefully this summer, the 
garden at Preston will be even 
more fruitful, especially if the 
school lets us set up the bales 
in a very sunny spot near the 
cafeteria.

This is a totally new 
method of gardening and I am 
curious to see how it goes.  I re-
cently tried another new gar-
dening method at the request 
of a local chef.  The micro-

greens trend is a popular one 
and I did a little research and 
gave it a shot.  

My fi rst attempt was not 
successful at all, but I will 
keep giving it a try.  It appears 
to be a method that requires a 
growing medium of only ver-
miculite and a least three wa-
terings a day.  It also seems to 
be pretty intensive in terms of 
indoor space required and the 
amount of seeds you need to 
purchase to harvest the micro-
greens on a rotating basis.  On 
the other hand, the number of 
edible fl owers I’ll have grow-
ing this year will increase 
with the addition of calendula 
and nasturtium.   Chef asked 
for that as well, so at least I 
can accomplish one request.  

A friend is stopping by for 
lunch today and I didn’t tell 
her that I invited her to test 
out a recipe.  A few weeks ago, 
I made a Torte Verde with 
kale, potato and feta.  Instead 
of making one large torte, this 
time I made two smaller ones.  
One of them went right into 
the oven for dinner that night 
while the second one was 
wrapped in plastic and frozen.  
Today, I will pop it in the oven 
at 11a.m. and we’ll see how it 
tastes.  

I heard from John Marano 
this weekend, he made a batch 
of the pierogi’s from our work-
shop in November 2015 and 
said they were delicious, hop-
ing the torte does as well in 
the freezer!

In the meantime, be the 
change you want to see in the 
world. 

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Just another reminder, Sun-

day, March 13 is our parade 
down East Tremont Avenue, 
form up at the corner at Lafay-
ette Avenue, at 11:30 a.m., step 
off noon sharp.

Our regular meeting of Post 
253 will be at the Turner Club 
on Sunday, March 30, 10:30 
a.m. for coffee, 11 a.m. meet-

ing, noon lively discussions in 
theTurner’s club room!

Until next time:  We see a lot 
of hoop-la surrounding the up-
coming Presidential election, 
maybe you didn’t notice.  

It is our duty as citizens and 
especially as veterans and Le-
gionnaires to vote!  

So start thinking about it 
now, and maybe help an elderly 

or disabled person to the polls 
on that special day.  

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
Well, the letters went out to 

members in arrears, we’ll see 
what happens. We have 57 paid 
members with 19 delinquent.

While I have it in mind, the 
clocks are to go foward this 
coming Sunday, March 13.  
Take care of this so that you 
can be on time for the St. Pat-
ty’s Day Parade which steps 
off at noon from Lafayette and 
Tremont avenues.

We held the March post 
meeting this past Saturday, 
good attendance. Next month it 
falls on April 2, and we’ll have 

a better attendance as all the 
pipers will be here instead of 
marching in all those parades.

We had a very informative 
guest this past meeting, Pete 
Del Debbio from Post 156. He’s 
in charge of Bronx County 
membership  and let us know 
that we should have 71 mem-
bers. We picked up a new one 
at the end of the meeting. He’s 
Air Force and I’ll tell you about 
him next week.

Del Debbio is a VA advisor 
on the 4th fl oor of the VA Hos-
pital. He shares room 4B43 
along with Legion notables, Pat 
Devine, Phil Crimmins and 

Tom Hanson. So if you are hav-
ing vet problems, Call them at  
(718) 584-9000 ext. 1314.

That food and clothing you 
all donated went to St. Ana-
thasius Curch and was well re-
ceived. We here at the post are 
also collecting used eyeglasses, 
hearing aids and cell phones.  
If your eyeglasses,  hearing 

aids and cell phones have been 
up-graded, give us the old ones. 
This also goes for loved ones 
who have passed away. We’ll 
take them as well. Same rules, 
if there’s no one here, please 
leave them on the table inside 
the gate at the Ericson Place 
side of the building.

Look what you can learn 
hanging out with this Pulitzer 
Prize worthy column.

Trivia Time
Last week I told you that 

Fay Ray of ‘King Kong’ fame 
screamed 53 times during that 
fi lm. It was in fact 59 screams. 
Sorry for that, I hope I haven’t 

ruined anyone’s  day.
The Alamo fell on March 6, 

1836 at 6:30 a.m.
On the same date in 1857, 

The Dred Scott decision was 
reached.

The Oreo cookie debuts on 
March 6, 1912, in Hoboken, NJ.

The fi rst Ford Mustang 
came off the line March 9, 1964.

On March 11, 1938 a son was 
born to Eddie and Nettie Gol-
luscio and they named him 
Paul. He will be 936 months old 
on Friday.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch and 
God bless.

Jeanne Jugan Home for the 
Aged, located at 2999 Schurz 
Avenue, is always in need of 
brand new or near-new items 
that can be sold in its gift shop 
and annual Christmas Sale. 

Items include jewelry, gift 
sets, electronic items, toys, 

specialty items, new tagged 
clothing, accessories, collect-
ibles, etc. No VHS tapes.. 

If you have any questions 
regarding a donation, contact 
Joanne at (347) 329-1800.  If at 
all possible, drop off donations 
during the weekdays. 

Jeanne Jugan donations
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minds to think that this is the right 
way to resolve an issue between two 
people,” said Bob Bieder, the 45th Pre-
cinct Community Council president. 

According to Bieder,  captain Dan-
ielle Raia, commanding offi cerof the 
45th, confi rmed that this incident was 
a targeted attack and not terrorism-re-
lated at Thursday, March 3’s precinct 
community council meeting.

“This is an isolated incident unlike 
anything we’ve ever heard about hap-
pening in Pelham Bay before,” said 
Councilman James Vacca. “It’s such a 
quiet neighborhood - there’s no doubt 
that when the bomb went off, it really 
startled a lot of people.”

Vacca also commended the 45th 
Precinct for their investigative work 
leading to Sunday’s apprehension of a 
suspect.

Last week’s incident happened 
right next to Our Lady of Assumption 
Church. 

The church, including Fr. John 
Knappe, pastor, preferred not to com-
ment, citing lack of information since 
they weren’t present at the time of the 
incident.

Car explosion rocks Pelham Bay, 45th Precinct nabs ex-Marine
From page 1

NYPD Bomb Squad personnel investigate a red Nissan four-door hatchback targeted in last Wednesday’s attempted car bombing in Pelham 
Bay. Photo by Edwin Soto

“I am adamantly against this home-
less shelter - it’s not right for this com-
munity,” Klein said. “However, I do 
feel that affordable housing is a good 
solution, and since many of the people 
in homeless shelters are single women 
with children, why wouldn’t perma-
nent housing be a good solution for 
them.”

“Don’t get me wrong, I want to 
contribute towards helping the issue 
of homelessness, but the Bronx has 
shouldered the burden of homeless-
ness and homeless shelters for far too 
long,”  he added.

Samaritan Village did not reveal 
when the proposal for the homeless 
shelter would be sent to the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services or the rea-
son behind the building of a homeless 
shelter at that particular location. 

It is less than two miles away from 
another newly opened shelter, Crys-
tal’s Place shelter, formerly the site of 
the Capri Whitestone Motel before it 
was transformed into a shelter in Sep-
tember 2014.

“Addressing the city’s most press-
ing needs, Samaritan Village has de-
veloped an innovative model to fund 
permanent affordable housing, a 
neighborhood health clinic and hous-
ing for the homeless,” said a Samari-
tan Village spokesperson. “Saturday’s 
public meeting was the fi rst oppor-
tunity to present our concept and we 
are committed to an ongoing dialogue 
with all stakeholders within the Castle 
Hill and Soundview communities to 
develop a plan that provides a positive 
benefi t to the neighborhood.”

“Regarding this proposed sup-

Homeless shelter group, Samaritan Village, discusses housing plans
From page 1

portive housing project, though it is 
an as-of-right project, I do think it be-
hooves the developer (Samaritan Vil-
lage) to facilitate a dialogue with com-
munity stakeholders to ensure that 

Senator Klein speaks about the proposed homeless shelter at the meeting. Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce

disruptions to their quality of life are 
mitigated,” said Councilwoman An-
nabel Palma. “We are in the midst of 
a homelessness crisis, so it will take 
an aggressive and creative approach 

to address this problem, but we need 
to accomplish this by opening up the 
lines of communication on both sides - 
the side of the developer and the side of 
the community.”
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DISCOVER 
THE PONCE DIFFERENCE: 

HIGHER RATES

*APY is Annual Percentage Yield, effective as of February 8, 2016. To qualify for the promotions, $1,000 minimum balance is required to open the account and obtain the APY. $500,000 maximum. Other restrictions 

apply. Early withdrawal fees may apply. Offers are subject to change without prior notice. For more information, visit your nearest branch or contact 718-931-9000.
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1.85% APY*

5 Year CD
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Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses
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54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

Many budding retirees plan 
to travel, relax and enjoy the com-
pany of their spouses when they 
officially stop working. But such 
plans only are possible if men and 
women take steps to secure their 
financial futures in retirement.

According to a recent survey 
by the personal finance education 
site MoneyTips.com, roughly one-
third of Baby Boomers have no re-
tirement plan. The reason some 
may have no plan is they have 
misconceptions about how much 
money they will need in retire-
ment. Successful retirees under-

stand the steps to take and how to 
live on a budget.

simply fail to plan for retirement. 
Even men and women who invest 
in an employer-sponsored retire-
ment program, such as a 401(k), 
should not make that the only re-
tirement planning they do. Speak 
with a financial advisor who can 
help you develop a plan that en-
sures you don’t outlive your as-
sets.

-
ment nest eggs do not need to be 
enormous. Many retirees have a 

net worth of less than $1 million, 
and many people live comfort-
ably on less than $100,000 annu-
ally. When planning for retire-
ment, don’t be dissuaded because 
you won’t be buying a vineyard 
or villa in Europe. Set reasonable 
goals for your retirement and 
make sure you meet those goals.

wealth-building plan. Saving 
comes down to formulating a plan 
specific to your goals, resources, 
abilities, and skills. Make saving 
a priority and take advantage of 
employer-sponsored retirement 

programs if they are offered.
-

ing. You will need money in re-
tirement, and it’s best that you 
don’t underestimate just how 
much you’re going to need. No one 
wants to be stuck at home during 
retirement, when people typi-
cally want to enjoy themselves 
and the freedom that comes with 
retirement. Speak to a financial 
planner to develop a reasonable 
estimate of your living expenses 
when you plan to retire.

big risk. Try to eliminate all of 
your debts before you retire and, 
once you have, focus your energy
on growing your investments
and/or saving money for retire-
ment. 

-
ing. It’s never too early to begin
saving for retirement. Although
few twenty-somethings are think-
ing about retirement, the earlier
you begin to invest the more time 
you have to grow your money. En-
roll in a retirement plan now so
you have a larger nest egg when 
you reach retirement age.

Successful ways to stretch retirement savings
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“We were preparing all along for the A and now 
that this kind of forced us into the AA, I think 
they are pretty proud of themselves.”
TOM CATALANOTTO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80

PIPE
DREAMS

By Sean Connolly

Maybe it’s me but, I think 
it is time that Matt O’Brien, 
Sheila Haney and Karin 
O’Conner should be honored 
as the Grand Marshalls for 
next year’s Throgg’s Neck St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade. All the 
hard work they put in year af-
ter year for the Throgg’s Neck 
Benevolent Association. The 
amount of lives they have 
helped, could never be hon-
ored enough. Thank you for 
all that you do. Congratula-
tion to this year’s Grand Mar-
shalls and Prayers to all of 
the families of the Honorary 
Grand Marshalls. Hope to see 
everyone at the parade.   

To all the kids who began 
practicing for Little League 
please take notice on who is 
trying to make the Mets team 
this year. Former Throggs 
Neck Little Leaguer T.J. Ri-
vera. He is a product of Leh-
man High School. T.J. played 
for ex Mets Mackey Sasser at 
a Junior college in Alabama. 
Rivera, 26, hit a combined 
.349 with fi ve homers and 75 
RBIs in 453 at-bats between 
Class-A St. Lucie and Double-
A Binghamton last season. 
He helped the B-Mets earn 
an Eastern League title last 
year, while playing all four 
infi eld positions. Vice Presi-
dent Paul DePodesta said” he 
has an interesting skill set 
and what a National League 
club might need”. Good luck 
T.J. don’t forget to come and 
visit us. Who is the other Met 
who played for the Lions?

Spring training for Alex 
Rodriguez started off with 
a bang. His second pitch he 
took it deep for a two run 
homerun. It couldn’t help the 
Yankees out. They lost their 
opener to the Phillies 13-
4. Masahiro Tanaka tossed 
two scoreless innings in his 
fi rst spring appearance but 
the New York Yankees lost 
6-5 to the Philadelphia Phil-
lies on Sunday. The Yankees 
are paying close attention to 
their star pitcher.  The Yan-
kees also announced that ra-
dio broadcast team of John 
Sterling and Suzyn Waldman 

Continued on Page 81

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Cardinal Hayes will be 

thinking about the fi nal 
minutes of regulation until 
the get back in the gym in 
November. 

The Cardinals appeared 
to have fi nally surged past 
Xaverian and held a three-
point lead with less than 
two minutes to play in the 
CHSAA Class AA boys’ bas-
ketball quarterfi nals. 

Two tough shots and two 
empty possessions later af-
ter a Xaverian hoop, Pedro 
Marquez appeared to force 
a steal that could of sealed 
the win, but the Clippers’ 
Nyonty Wisseh was fouled 
beating Joe Toussaint to 
the loose ball. He made one 
of two free throws with 10.9 
seconds left and Baron Goo-
dridge’s runner to avoid 
overtime was no good. 

Xaverian rolled in the 
extra session to end the 
Archdiocesan champion’s 
season with a 62-57 defeat 
at Fordham University on 
March. 6. 

“It’s very tough,” for-
ward Victor Montenegro 
said. “We went all year go-
ing hard. We played a lot 
of great games and a lot of 
[other] games we could have 
won, but this game should 
have been a game we won.”

Wisseh scored 16 of his 
game-high 20 points after 
halftime and grabbed nine 
rebound for Xaverian (16-
11), which is going to its 
second straight semifi nals. 
Khalil Rhodes added 14 
points and Zach Bruno has 
17 points and eight boards. 

The Cardinals (19-6) 
played the fi nal 41.4 seconds 
of the fourth quarter, plus 
overtime without Robert 
Morris-bound guard Clive 
Allen, who scored 14 points 
before fouling out.  His 
team did get a huge boost 
from Montenegro, who tal-
lied 15 point and grabbed 
nine boards off the bench.

Quran Brickhouse 
chipped in 11 points and 

Goodridge 10, but Hayes 
leaned heavily on Monte-
negro against the smaller 
Clippers, who led 23-18 at 
the half and 35-32 after 
three.

“They should have never 
had that advantage over 
us,” Montenegro said. 

Hayes retook the lead 
early in the fourth and led 
by as many as four in the 
frame. It could not carry 
any momentum over into 
the extra session. The Clip-
pers jumped ahead 57-53 
with 1:05 to go thanks to 
3-point plays from Zack 

Bruno and Wisseh. Hayes 
didn’t have another rally 
in it. 

“We should have played 
even harder,” Motenegro 
said. “There were some 
little things we could have 
tweaked and did a lot bet-
ter, but we tried our best.” 

HAYES’ SEASON ENDS
Loses Quarterfi nal to Xaverian

Cardinal Hayes’ Clive Allen takes the ball strong to the hoop. Photo by Williams Thomas
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2014 HYUNDAI SONATA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

17K MILES #23108T

$12,995

2008 TOYOTA 
HIGHLANDER

SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
84K MILES #23058T

$13,995

2008 TOYOTA
RAV4 SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
97K MILES #23072T

CALL

2005 TOYOTA
4RUNNER

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
57K MILES #23093T

$11,995

2012 NISSAN SENTRA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

48K MILES #23110T

$9,995
2011 HYUNDAI ELANTRA LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

41K MILES #23111T

$9,995
2012 NISSAN QUEST

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
92K MILES #23132T

$14,995
2013 TOYOTA SIENNA LE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
33K MILES #23128

$21,995

2015 TOYOTA 4RUNNER LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

27K MILES #23146T

$27,995
2005 TOYOTA CAMRY 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
70K MILES #23134T

$8,995
2013 TOYOTA COROLLA S

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
34K MILES #23130

$13,995
2012 TOYOTA RAV4

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
20K MILES #23129

$16,995
2008 TOYOTA CAMRY XLE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
93K MILES #22779T

$6,995

2016 TOYOTA COROLLA LE PLUS
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

227 MILES #22793

$16,995
2014 SUBARU FORESTER LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

25K MILES #22873

$25,995
2014 SCION TC

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
12K MILES #22845T

$13,995
2012 HYUNDAI TUCSON LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

44K MILES #22883T

$15,995
2008 TOYOTA FJ CRUISER

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
101K MILES #22893T

$12,995

WE HAVE

FINANCING AVAILABLE
1.9%

EVERY MAKE! E
SUPER 
CLEAN CLEAN

CLEAN CERTIFIED

NICECERTIFIED

NICE

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

www.StarToyota.net
718-445-2525
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2007 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER V6
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

61K MILES #23008T

$8,995

2012 TOYOTA 
PRIUS 

PLUG IN
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
75K MILES #22979T

$10,995

2009 TOYOTA 
PRIUS

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
88K MILES #22994T

$8,995

2007 TOYOTA 
SIENNA LE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
117K MILES #23010T

$7,995

2012 TOYOTA RAV4
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

35K MILES #23041

$16,995
2013 TOYOTA SIENNA LE AWD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

34K MILES #22887T

$22,995
2013 TOYOTA AVALON LTD HYBRID
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

6K MILES #21562T

$29,995

2012 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

25K MILES #22039T

$24,995
2012 HONDA ODYSSEY EXL

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
69K MILES #22146T

$15,995
2011 HONDA CRV

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
50K MILES #22502T

$16,995
2012 TOYOTA COROLLA 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
33K MILES #22396

$10,995
2013 TOYOTA COROLLA 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
34K MILES #22550T

$11,995

2008 TOYOTA 4RUNNER SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

98K MILES #22606T

$12,995
2013 TOYOTA CAMRY LE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
#22675T

$16,995
2010 TOYOTA COROLLA LE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
52K MILES #22711T

$9,995
2012 TOYOTA VENZA XLE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
28K MILES #22703T

$19,995
2013 HONDA CIVIC COUPE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
32K MILES #22747T

$9,995

2011 TOYOTA CAMRY HYBRID
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

61K MILES #21573T

$39,995

BAD CREDIT?
GIVE US A CHANCE
...TO HELP YOU GET FINANCED

CALL LIZ @ 
718-445-2525

EVERY MODEL!
CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED NICE

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED3RD ROW

CLEAN

NAVIGATION

LOADED LOADED
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[Above from L to R]: Brett Gardner, Andrew Miller and Didi Gregorius play an impro-
visation game with group leader Steve Shenbaum.

NEW YORK YANKEES

TEAM ACTIVITY
The New York Yankees did not hold an on-fi eld 
workout at spring training last week. Instead they 
held a team activity in the Pavilion at George M. 
Steinbrenner Field. Steve Shenbaum, actor, come-
dian and founder & president of “game on Nation, 
LLC”, led improvisation games for players, coaches, 
fi eld staff and some front offi ce staff members.

Carlos Beltran and Alex Rodriguez work on a communication exercise during to-
day’s event.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Monsignor Scanlan’s focus when the 

season began was to make a trip to the 
state Federation tournament as a Class A 
team, but a change in the CHSAA playoffs 
present a new opportunity. 

The Crusaders embraced it and the 
seized it.

Six years after winning just two 
games, the Scanlan girls’ basketball 
team is the Archdiocesan ‘AA’ cham-
pion after a comfortable 85-49 victory 
over Notre Dame Academy in the fi nal 
at St. John Villas on Feb.  28. It is the 
Crusaders’ fi rst crown diocesan in 14 
years.

“We were preparing all along for 
the A and now that this kind of forced 
us into the AA, I think they are pretty 
proud of themselves,” Scanlan coach 
Tom Catalanotto said. 

His club got there thanks to what 
Catalanotto called the team’s best fi rst 
quarter of the season. Scanlan over-
whelmed Notre Dame at the start jump-
ing out 13-2 midway through the fi rst 
quarter, including eight points from 
Nukiya Mayo. The Towson-bound wing 
began the Crusaders barrage of 3-point-
ers with two during the opening spurt. 
Scanlan (20-7) made 13 treys in the game 
and saw its lead balloon to 23-5 and then 
35-12 midway through the second quar-
ter. 

“We just wanted to win,” Mayo said. 
“We were on fi re. We couldn’t miss.” 

Mayo scored a scored a game-high 21 
points and Delphynia Sparks, a junior, 
chipped in 20 of her own. Julia Cali led 
Notre Dame Academy with 20 points, in-
cluding fi ve 3-pointers. The Gators (14-

12) knocked off Cardinal Spellman in the 
semifi nals. Catalanotto saw program cor-
nerstone Sparks and Mayo leading the 
team to a title and ‘AA’ was a fi tting addi-
tion to their career resumes. 

“The way her and Del have become the 
1-2 punch, it was a good way for Nikaya 
to get the championship, to end her high 
school career with a championship,” the 
coach said.

The Crusaders embraced the idea be-
ing a ‘AA’ since the opportunity was pre-
sented to them. The road gets tougher 
from here starting with a state semifi nal 
game again Cardinal O’Hara (Buffalo) on 
March 11 at St. John Villa.  

A win would mean a date with pow-
ers St. Anthony’s or Christ the King in 
the fi nal the following day. Regular sea-
son games against Truman, Mary Louis, 
Long Island Lutheran, St. Anthony’s and 
Grand Street will make the step up in 
class less of a culture shock.

“It’s going to help,” Mayo said. “It built 
our confi dence. When we [did] lose were 
weren’t getting blown out, but losing by 
fi ve or six points. I think we could com-
pete with anybody.”  

Winning a ‘AA’ title will also change 
who Scanlan plays next season also, ac-
cording to Catalanotto. He will ask to 
league to let the Crusaders compete as the 
only top-tier team in the Archdiocese and 
hope to play as many games as possible 
against teams from the Brooklyn/Queens 
division.  The coming challengers are wel-
comed ones.  

“Even though it is going to be tough 
for us, we are at another level,” Catalan-
otto said. “The [kids] feel that they are at 
another level.”

AA-OK: Msgr. Scanlan 
handles Notre Dame for 

Archdiocesan ‘AA” crown
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have signed new multi-year agree-
ments. The Yankees are valued at 
$3.2 billion, per Forbes, but Hal Stein-
brenner told ESPN there’s no plan to 
sell the team that his father, George, 
bought in 1973: “This is a family busi-
ness and we’re all involved. We all 
love being a part of this. We all know 
our dad wanted us to be a part of us, 
and we all know he’s watching down 
on us and happy that we’re all a part 
of it.”

UFC 196 pay per view was a card 
full of upsets for the favorites. Conor 
Mc Gregor lost to Nate Diaz via sub-
mission with a rear naked choke at 
4:12 of round 2. As reported in Forbes 
sports money section, “According to 
the Nevada Athletic Commission, 
McGregor will receive a UFC record 
$1 million. McGregor is getting a fl at 
fee for the fi ght with no bonus for win-
ning. But the Irish fi ghter stands to 
make much more than that once his 
cut of pay-per-view revenue comes in. 
McGregor told CNBC this week that 
including PPV and sponsorship in-
come, he expects his total take from 
the fi ght to top $10 million.” Conor 
moved up two weight classes for this 
fi ght. In the other top fi ght we saw 
bantamweight Miesha Tate defeated 
fan favorite Holly Holm via submis-
sion with a rear naked choke at 3:30 

of round 5.  
The Denver Broncos announce 

that two time Super bowl winning 
quarterback and future hall of famer 
Peyton Manning will retire from the 
NFL. “Peyton Manning’s extraordi-
nary career was driven by his tal-
ent, an incredible work ethic, and 
an unwavering desire to be the best 
and ended so perfectly for him with 
a Super Bowl victory,” NFL commis-
sioner Roger Goodell said in a state-
ment. “Peyton’s competitive fi re and 
love of the game made him a legend-
ary player who thrilled fans for a 
generation. He has served as a great 
representative of the NFL both on 
the fi eld and in his community. We 
are forever grateful for Peyton’s un-
matched contributions to the game 
and know that his success will con-
tinue in the next phase of his life.” 
Another great complement came 
from New England Patriots head 
Coach Bill Belichick, “I can honestly 
say that I never ‘enjoyed’ our meet-
ings, but the respect I have for Pey-
ton Manning as a competitor was, 
and will likely remain, second to 
none.” Peyton holds numerous re-
cords in the NFL; all-time leader in 
passing touchdowns (539), passing 
yards (71,940) and quarterback wins 
(186, tied with Brett Favre).

This week in sports history in 1892 

the fi rst public basketball game was 
played in Springfi eld, Massachusetts. 
1976 Jockey Bill Shoemaker wins 
his 7,000th race. 1980 Polish airliner 
crash kills all 87 aboard (22 are US 
amateur boxers). 2014 Phil Jackson 
signed a fi ve-year contract to be pres-
ident of the New York Knicks.  

There are a lot of records in the 
history of sports but, there can only 
be the fi rst one to do it. Who was 
the fi rst goalie in the NHL to score 
a goal?  Who is the only American 
goalie to score a goal? 

The answers to last week’s ques-
tions Met Fan Liz Feeley answered 
correctly with her answer with the 
Red’s 200 lb. Pete Rose vs. and my 
favorite NY Met 150 lb. Bud Har-
relson” who were the two the play-
ers involved the 1973 NLCS game. 
The Answer to the other question 
was John Vanbiesbrouck. He was 
the third goalie Henrik Lundqvist 
passed on the all-time save list was.   

It is that time of year for March 
Madness, get you cheat sheets ready 
on who to pick in your tournament 
pools. Almost every sport chan-
nel has college basketball game 
on. Too bad that Chris Mullen will 
be watching the games from home 
this year. The Johnnies had a sea-
son that no one wants to remem-
ber. Maybe Chris will have a much 

better season next year. He should 
think about borrowing one of Hall 
of Famer’s Coach Lou Carnesecca’s 
Sweaters. Hopefully the Big East 
will have another great tournament 
showing the country that they have 
the best players. 

It was tuff day in Staten Is-
land for the CYO Bronx Basketball 
Champions, they all had lost this 
bid to move onto the State Cham-
pionship to some very good teams 
from Staten Island. Congratula-
tions to the St. Barnabas Bantams 
25-1, St. Raymond’s Debs 12-0, Santa 
Maria Tyros 12-1 and the Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel Gidget’s 13-0 regu-
lar season and 36-2 overall record. 
The school’s fi rst Bronx County 
Championship. Congrats to all the 
Coaches for your hard work and for 
teaching the youth and future Hall 
of Famers.

Don’t forget to move your clocks 
forward this Sunday the 13th. That 
means so much more can be done 
outside. I know I am getting my 
golf clubs ready. Can’t wait to get 
out there and try and not hit some 
trees. 

If there is something that you 
might like to see in upcoming arti-
cles or if you might like to make a 
comment you can do so by emailing 
me at sconnolly103@optonline.net. 

from Page 77

Pipe Dreams (Continued)

BY TREY RODRIGUEZ
Isaiah Washington was 

in the right place at the right 
time all game it seemed. How-
ever, despite the all-around 
effort and a near triple-dou-
ble, St. Raymond’s couldn’t 
come away with a win in 
the CHSAA boys’ basketball 
quarterfi nals.

Christ the King defeated 
the Ravens 79-77 in a double 
overtime thriller at Fordham 
University’s Rose Hill Gym on 
March 6 Junior guard Jose Al-
varado led the way for Christ 
the King, fi nishing with 21 
points, 11 rebounds and 8 as-
sists. Senior forward Tyrone 
Cohen added 22 points.

The Ravens were without 
Sidney Wilson in double over-
time, having fouled out late in 
the fi rst extra session. Wilson 
fi nished with 13 points and six 
energizing blocks. However, 
without Washington’s timely 
plays down the stretch, St. 
Raymond’s may have not even 
made it to double overtime.

“He does everything,” said 
St. Raymond coach Jorge Lo-
pez. “Isaiah does a little bit 
of everything. The offense 
needs to run through him, 

whether it’s him scoring or 
someone else scoring. I trust 
him enough that he usually 
makes the right basketball 
plays.”

Washington did an excel-
lent job of crashing the glass, 
a task that their bigs strug-
gled with for most of the game 
on both sides of the fl oor. He 
also never shied away from 
the big moments, coming up 
with a game-saving block at 
the end of regulation to force 
the fi rst overtime.

“I just had to rebound. 
Once I started rebounding, 
the buckets came easy,” Wash-
ington said. “I tried to get my 
teammates involved. I know 
they were dependent on me to 
score, but if I get them going 
that opens up everything for 
me.”

Among the guys he got in-
volved was sophomore Omar 
Silverio, who fi nished with a 
game-high 24 points. Silverio 
connected on four threes, the 
same amount Christ the King 
had on in the entire game.

“Everybody tells me to 
keep shooting, so I keep shoot-
ing,” Silverio said. “The game 
is not over until it’s over. Un-

til I see all zeros on the clock, 
the game isn’t over.”

After trailing in all of the 
fi rst overtime, Washington 
hit a big pull-up jumper from 
the free throw line to give the 
Ravens a 65-63 lead with 29 
seconds left in the period, as 
the Ravens continued to fi ght 
back.

“His game is based on 
whatever the defense gives 
you,” Lopez said. “It’s usu-
ally a read. If he knows he 
can take his man one-on-one, 
then that’s exactly what he’s 
going to do.”

Silverio led the way in dou-
ble overtime, scoring seven of 
the Ravens’ 12 points in the 
period. However, a big miss 
from deep while down 71-73 
was costly. Rather than being 
up one, the Ravens would trail 
75-71 after a Alvarado fl oater. 
The Ravens had one fi nal op-
portunity for the last posses-
sion of the game, down 79-77 
with less than three seconds 
to go, but came up short as a 
tough, well-defended three 
from Dallas Watson missed 
everything.

“We were pressing most of 
the game,” said Lopez, admit-

ting fatigue may have hurt his 
team after regulation. “We 
were running and jumping. 
I think fatigue, especially go-

ing into the second overtime, 
defi nitely kicked in and we 
were short a player without 
Sidney [Wilson].”

Royals clip Ravens in double overtime thriller

St. Ray’s Isaiah Washington goes up for shot during a CHSAA Class AA 
Intersectional quarterfi nal game against Christ the King. 
 Photo by Robert Cole
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WINSTON DINKINS
COACH / PRESIDENT 

USA Track & Field Her-
shey Indoor National Champi-
onship here we come!  Velocity 
Track Club is truly blessed!  
On Sunday, February 28th, we 
competed in the 2016 USATF 
New York Championships at 
the lovely Ocean Breeze Ath-
letic Complex.  This was also 
a qualifi er for the 2016 USATF 
Hershey Youth Indoor Na-
tional Championship.  The 

top 8 individuals and relays in 
each event of each age group 
will advance to the Youth In-
door Nationals March 11-13 at 
The Ocean Breeze Track in 
Staten Island, NY.  Approxi-
mately 1,000 athletes converse 
at Ocean Breeze for a chance 
to advance to the national 
championship.  Medals were 
awarded to the top 6 athletes.  
I’m delighted to note that VTC 
won 46 medals, (11 gold) and 28 
student athletes’ advanced to 

the nationals in all individual 
events! God is Awesome!!

The following athletes ad-
vance to the national: Pierce 
Parker, Dillon Hampton, Mat-
thiaus Love-Anderson, Dontae 
Lindo, Kabir Gaydarik, Kris-
ten Cadiz-Domville, Tre’von 
James, Joseph Webster-Rut-
ledge, James DaiJon, Kaseam 
Shand, Julian Caldwell, 
Raseam Phillip, Darius Gor-
don, Ladarius Jones, Domin-
ique Jackson, Nariah Mathis, 

Pearl Webster, Shanice Wat-
kins, Brianna Burrell, Olivia 
Burrell, Tiarra Jackson, Dan-
ielle Jackson, Jaelah Eargle, 
Dakota Hickman, Saagi Hem-
mings, Hannah Gadpaille, 
Shantae Leach, and Jacque-
line Kendall. 

At the nationals, medals 
will be presented to the top 6 
in each event. Age groups 15-16 
and 17-18 will receive champi-
onship rings.  All competitors 
will receive Nike Backpacks.  

It will be great to return with 
nationals medals and cham-
pionship rings.  Come on out 
and support your future Olym-
pians!!

Velocity Track Club New 
York is a 501C3 Non for profi t.  
100% of your donation will go 
to help our children.  For addi-
tional information, you can go 
to our web site Velocitytrack.
org or contact me, Coach Win-
ston Dinkins at 914-441-6196 or 
email me at watclt@aol.com. 

Velocity Track Club New York highlights

BY TROY MAURIELLO
Wings Academy’s run as city cham-

pions came to an end as an early come-
back and an inspired performance 
down the stretch failed to be enough 
against Jefferson. 

Third-seeded Wings was outscored 
by nine in the fi nal fi ve-plus minutes 
of the game to fall 74-65 to the No. 2 Or-
ange Wave in the Public School Ath-
letic League boys’ basketball semifi -
nals on March 6 at Carnesecca Arena 
on the campus of St. John’s Univer-
sity. 

But for all his team’s struggles 
down the stretch, Wings coach Billy 
Turnage told said this game was lost a 
long time ago because of his club’s fail-
ure to prepare themselves properly.

“This game wasn’t lost tonight, this 
game was lost in September,” he said. 
“We had inconsistencies with our 
practice habits, execution in games, 
and it showed tonight.”

That all may have bitten Wings 
early, as it fell behind 17-5 just minutes 
into the game, prompting a timeout 
from Turnage. However from there 
his team would slowly chip away at the 
defi cit, eventually pulling to within 
one, 41-40 at the half. 

“I wasn’t worried about the start, 
my guys knew all week long that they 
were going to come out and try to blow 
us out early,” Turnage said. “The start 
didn’t bother me, I knew we were going 
to make our run.”

Wings would fi nd itself deadlocked 
at 58-5 with just over fi ve minutes re-
maining in the game, however from 
there, Jefferson’s big three of Shamo-
rie Ponds, Rasheen Dunn and Curtis 
Smith would take over. 

A Ponds’ 3-pointer gave Jefferson 
a 61-58 with 5:31 left, and some clutch 
baskets and free throw shooting from 
Dunn and Smith would all but put the 
game out of reach for Wings. 

Wings was still within 66-63, after a 
Jose Perez free throw with 1:36 left, but 
from there a pair of free throws from 
Smith and a layup from Ponds with 
52.1 put the game out of reach as Jeffer-

son opened up a 70-63 advantage. 
“We game planned all week to take 

away two of the big three…Ponds, C.J. 

[Curtis Smith)] and Dunn, and they 
scored 62 of their 74 points,” said a frus-
trated Turnage. “What are we practic-

ing for all week?”
Despite the frustrating end, Wings 

did get some strong individual perfor-
mances throughout the night. Bou-
bacar Kamissoko had a team-high 19 
points. Kevin Saylor had 17 points and 
Perez added 15. 

Wings still takes pride in its run 
to the city fi nal four this season, es-
pecially considering the losses that it 
suffered from last year. The Wings lost 
their top three scorers from last year’s 
city and state Federation champion-
ship team.

As a young squad with plenty to 
look forward to going into next season, 
the offseason now begins for Wings as 
its focus turns toward reclaiming its 
throne.

“I’ll probably give them a week or 
two off, but then after that, they’re 
gonna hear my mouth a lot,” Turnage 
said. “Because I don’t like losing.”

Jefferson ends Wings’ city title reign

Wings guard Jose Perez catches pass during 
PSAL boys basketball semifi nals against Jef-
ferson. Photo by Robert Cole

Boubacar Kamissoko shoots jumper for Wings during the PSAL boys’ basketball semifi nals 
against Jefferson. Photo by Robert Cole
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CALL 1-855-70-COHEN (26436)
Cohen’s Gentle Dental

183 West 231 Street
Bronx, NY 10463

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
1 East Fordham Road

Bronx, NY 10468

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
4260 Broadway

New York, NY 10033

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
2169 White Plains Rd.

Bronx, NY 10462

www.cohensgentledental.com
*MOST INSURANCE PLANS

& MEDICAID ACCEPTED

PARTIALS

Metal Partial: 
$800
Acrylic Partial: 
$600

SAME DAY

DENTURES

Reg. $1500
Now $1199

VALPLAST 

FLEXIBLE 

PARTIALS

Reg. $1500
Now $1200

IMPLANTS
STARTING AT

$499

2 IMPLANT
LOWER 
OVERDENTURE  

$4500

EXPIRES 4/15/16

Call Now And Receive
Our Special
1 HOUR
ZOOM!

Teeth Whitening
Special

Regular Price $500 - $400 w/thids ad

Smile with Whiter! Brighter! Healthier Teeth!

With An Extreme Smile Makeover!

*X-Rays, exam and cleaning 
are required before treatment

X-Rays and Cleaning

$75
with this ad

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL EXAM
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Brain   

Cervical spine

Lumbar spine

Knee

Shoulder

High-field ‘MRI 

without walls’

15 minutes

15 minutes

19 minutes

20 minutes

15 minutes

Low-field Open or 

Standup MRI 

40 minutes

30 minutes

30 minutes

45 minutes

45 minutes

For an appointment call (718) 931-5620 or visit www.udmi.net  

Time is on your side at University Diagnostic Medical Imaging! Our latest generation in open “MRI Without 

Walls” provides high-field image quality in a completely open design which takes LESS time and collects 

MORE data than a low-field open or standup MRI. That means a more accurate diagnosis in half the time. Plus, 

our completely open design provides a better patient experience. Isn’t it time you changed your radiologist.   

Time for the ‘MRI Without Walls’

1200 Waters Place, Suite M108 • Bronx, NY 10461

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.
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