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BP’s State of Borough
Address heralds progress

DIAZ PRAISES
BRONX GROWTH

Homeless 
shelter plan 

riles residents

Salamanca bests contenders
in Council District 17 race

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Borough President Ruben Diaz, 

Jr. delivered his seventh annual 
‘State of the Borough’ speech on 
Thursday, February 18. 

In the hopeful address he an-
nounced that $10 million of his 
capital budget would go to renovat-
ing the Orchard Beach Pavilion, 
goals for the Bronx to become “the 
next Silicon Valley”,  and hinted at 
a possible run for mayor.

As he spoke to an audience 
laden with movers and shakers, 
Diaz expressed his love and appre-
ciation for the borough. 

He began the annual speech 
by listing areas that have seen in-
tense progress in the past year; 
millions of new funding into busi-
ness projects, 23,000 new units of 
housing, an unemployment rate of 
6.9 percent. 

“Our workforce participation 
rate has never been higher,” Diaz 
boasted.

The borough president stressed 
the importance of the growing tech 
industry in the borough, point-
ing to software testing fi rm Doran 
Jones, which opened in September, 

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Rafael Salamanca will soon 

represent the Bronx in the City 
Council as the next representative 
of District 17. 

The seat has been vacant since 
former Councilwoman Maria del 
Carmen Arroyo vacated the spot 
for a high paying private sector 
job at the end of 2015. 

Salamanca, who quickly 
gained favor with political leaders 
in the borough, won the special 
election this past Tuesday, Febru-
ary 23, with 39 percent of the vote.

The candidate currently serves 
as district manager of Community 
Board 2, and had cultivated a vast 
number of endorsements, includ-
ing the support of Borough Pres-
ident Ruben Diaz Jr., the Bronx 
Democratic County Committee, 
Congressman Jose Serrano, local 
elected offi cials and many labor 
unions. 

His victory was no surprise.
George Alvarez came in sec-

ond, garnishing 24 percent of the 
vote, and Julio Pabon came third 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Another homeless shelter is 

planned for development, much to 
the dismay and displeasure of local 
residents.

The proposed shelter, which 
will be located at 2086 Bruckner 
Boulevard, a former church site 
and currently a vacant lot just off 
of Olmstead Avenue, will include 90 
units and 200 beds for the burgeon-
ing  Bronx homeless population.

The building will include a 
health clinic for its future resi-
dents. 

It is unknown, however, when 
the groundbreaking will take place 
or when it is expected to open. 

This wouldn’t be the fi rst home-
less shelter to be developed in the 
area, however, which has caused an 
uproar among residents and gener-
ated mostly a negative reaction in 
the community.

In September 2014, the former 
Capri Whitestone Hotel, located at 
the Hutchinson River Parkway ser-
vice road near the approach to the 
Whitestone Bridge Toll Plaza, was 
transformed into Crystal’s Place 
shelter. It  houses just over 90 fami-
lies.

The shelter was received nega-
tively by local residents, who com-
plained that the quality of their 
neighborhood would deteriorate as 
a result. 

Elected offi cials and residents 
alike oppose the plan.

“We don’t need another home-
less shelter in this area - and we will 
fi ght this project ‘till the end,” said 
Aurora Carrion, president of the 
43rd Precinct Community Coun-
cil and a local resident for over 40 
years, who spoke at Community 
Board 9’s most recent monthly gen-
eral board meeting on Wednesday, 
February 17. 

“This homeless shelter would 
be within a close vicinity to schools 
and day cares - and that’s not good. 

Governor Cuomo was in town to promote a gradually phased in $15 an 
hour minimum wage for New York State. The governor held a ‘Fight for 
Fifteen’ rally at Madison Square Boys and Girls Club in Belmont on Tues-
day, February 23. While he was there, he met soon-to-be centenarian and 
Regional Aid For Interim Needs founder Beatrice Castiglia-Catullo.    
      Photo by Robert Benimoff

Welcoming The Governor
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Zerega merchants joined Community 

Board 10 to call on the city to provide sani-
tation services for the newly installed bus 
bulbs.

The bulbs, currently being placed within CB 
10 at several IRT train stops along Westchester 
Avenue, have been the cause of concern for 
nearby merchants who may be held responsi-
ble for cleaning the expanded sidewalks. 

The merchants are also concerned that 
the lost parking spaces will impact busi-
ness. 

Bus bulbs are sidewalk build-outs at cor-
ners that seamlessly connect the existing 
sidewalk from the curb line to bus stops situ-
ated in the street next to el pillars. They are 
designed to increase pedestrian safety. 

Merchants near Zerega and Westchester 
avenues, where two bus bulbs have been in-
stalled recently, held a press conference on 
Tuesday, February 23 to call on the city to 
remove the bulbs. 

Kenneth Kearns, CB 10 district manger, 
joined them, and expressed the board’s own 
ideas about mitigating the effects of the bus 
bulbs. 

CB 10 would like to form a ‘memorandum 
of understanding’ with the city to protect 
the merchants from being responsible for 
snow and litter removal from the bulbs, said 
Kearns. 

Kearns said the board wants yellow strip-
ping and new signage for the bulbs, as well 
as better lighting and additional waste re-

ceptacles. 
The bulbs are already here, Kearns said, 

but they have the potential of hurting the 
merchants. 

Mohammed Nagi, owner of W. Conve-
nience Store at 2381 Westchester Avenue, 
located in front of one of the new bulbs, said 
that it was costing him business. 

“For us, there are less costumers who can 
stop by and get what they need,” said Nagi of 
his driving customers, adding “There is lit-
ter everywhere and now there is more for us 
to clean up.” 

The sidewalk area in front of the store 
that he will now be responsible for cleaning 
has more than doubled, Nagi said. 

Bob Bieder, of Westchester Square Plumb-
ing Supply and the Bronx Merchant Coali-
tion, said that he does not believe that the 
city has the manpower to clean the bus bulbs, 
and that the merchants will ultimately bear 
the burden. 

“A memorandum of understanding would 
only work if the city had the manpower to 
make it happen, and the community board 
had the power to enforce it,” said Bieder. 

Bieder said that he feels that the city 
burned CB 10, because NYC Department of 
Transportation made a presentation to the 
board in 2012 on bus bulbs and the board 
voted against them. The city installed them 
anyway, he said. 

A DOT spokeswoman said that the agency 
had to balance the loss of parking with pub-
lic safety concerns. 

Bus bulbs ignite unifi ed 
merchant outcry

(l-r) Kenneth Kearns, CB 10 district manager; Sebastian Perez, owner, Sebastian’s Barber Shop; Raul 
Roman, employee at W. C. Convenience Store; Eduardo Gonzalez, owner, Estellita Poblana Restaurant; 
Mohammed Nagi, owner, W. C. Convenience Store and Bob Bieder, owner, Westchester Square Plumb-
ing Supply. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

A new bus bulb at Westchester and Zerega avenues. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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and the Code/Bronx initia-
tive which began in Decem-
ber, which aims to bring a 
computer science program 
to every Bronx school. 

Diaz committed to au-
thoring a tech report in 2016 
which will “guide the expan-
sion of the industry”.

He brought to light many 
new proposals, the most re-
markable economic pledge 
being the funds dedicated 
to the Orchard Beach Pavil-
ion. 

Diaz made it clear that he 
hopes to bring the structure 
back to it’s glory days, com-
plete with performance and 
events, making it a must-see 
tourist attraction, and the 
economic engine that it once 
was. 

He announced a $10 mil-
lion down payment for the 
rebuild, and explained that 
colleagues would be join-
ing him in the endeavor, 
although he did not name 
them. 

“This proposal is ambi-
tious,” said Diaz, “But when 
have we ever lacked ambi-
tion?”

He also committed to de-
veloping a plan in conjunc-
tion with the Department of 

Diaz’ State of the Borough Address heralds programs
From page 1

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. announces his plans for the coming year, and reiterates the progress the Bronx has made in 2015. 
 Courtesy of Ruben Diaz Jr.

Environmental Protection 
that would grant permanent 
access to the Jerome Park 
Reservoir. 

He also pledged to cre-
ate a bike lane on the Grand 
Concourse. 

The leader’s wink at a 
mayoral run came after crit-
icizing the educational sys-
tem of the state. 

“The mayor and the gov-
ernor are correct to call for 
an extension of mayoral 
control...that accountability 
should be available to this 
mayor and all future may-
ors...whoever that may be,” 
said Diaz, to laughter, ap-
plause and cheers from the 
audience. 

The borough president 
continued his assessment 
of education, and called for 
the city to absorb the cost 
of remedial classes taken at 
CUNY by a high percentage 
of public school graduates.  

“We cannot give diplo-
mas to unprepared students 
and pass along the costs to 
them,” said Diaz with con-
viction, “The city should 
take responsibility.”

Diaz spoke at length 
about the homeless shel-
ter system, and presented a 
strong message to those who 

oppose homeless shelters be-
ing built in their neighbor-
hoods, in the wake of what 
is being called a ‘homeless 
epidemic’ citywide. 

“Nearly 40 percent [of the 

homeless population] are 
children,” said Diaz, “This 
is the face of homelessness.. 
NIMBYism must give way 
to compassion.”

“There was a time when 

developers turned away 
from us. That is changing,” 
said Diaz, “We are leading 
the way in job creation... all 
of this is happening because 
of all of you...the friends fam-

ily and neighbors that make 
up the fabric of the Bronx.”

More photos of the State of 
the Borough are on page 38.

Salamanca bests contenders 
in Council District 17 race

From page 1

(Right) Rafael Salamanca will soon represent the Bronx in the City Council as the next 
representative of District 17

with 15 percent, according 
to data from the NYC Board 
of Elections.

The remaining candi-
dates were: J. Loren Russell 
with 11 percent, Joann Ot-
ero with 7 percent, and Mar-
lon Molina with 3 percent. 

The race began with 
11 contenders, which over 
time dwindled down to fi ve.

On election day, prior to 
his win, Salamanca looked 

calm and confi dent, but pre-
dicted a “close race”.

“The weather isn’t help-
ing,” said Salamanca, who 
stood outside P.S. 66 on Jen-
nings Street, speaking to 
voters before they went to 
the polls, “It’s a special elec-
tion, every vote counts.”

Signs to vote for Julio 
Pabon and his ‘The Bronx 
is Not for Sale’ party lined 
streets around the area, as 
all candidates did their best 
to garner last minute sup-

port. 
The number of voters 

who made it out on the blis-
teringly cold and windy 
election day totalled around 
3,300 - about 5% of the dis-
trict’s registered voters.

The new council mem-
ber will be seated once the 
results are certifi ed by the 
Board of Elections, however 
Salamanca will need to run 
for re-election in 2017.

“I want to thank all of 
the voters tonight for plac-

ing their trust in me,” he 
said, after his victory at his 
campaign headquarters. “I 
am incredibly honored to 

have the opportunity to rep-
resent this community at 
City Hall.”

The 17th District rep-

resents much of the south 
Bronx including Hunts 
Point, Longwood, Melrose, 
and Soundview. 
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FREE CLASSES
English Classes, TASC (GED) Classes, Citizenship Classes,

& Computer Classes

All Ages 18 and up are Welcome

Register with us at 2125 Glebe Ave Bronx New York 10462

Registration Dates For ESL, Citizenship and Computer Classes:

March 30th 11am- 3:30pm

March 31st 11am-3:30pm

Registration Date for TASC (GED):  

March 28th 10am Sharp

For more information, please call:

Selenie Villar, Program Coordinator, 718-829-1564 EXT 2  

Danielle Rucker, Program Counselor, 718-829-1564 EXT 3

Bronx YMCA

New Americans Welcome Center,

Literacy Zone and Young Immigrants Program

www.ymcanewamericans.org 

www.facebook.com/BronxNAWC   
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Tax season is here, and once again, it 

has spurred phone scams that prey on the 
borough’s elderly. 

Several sources have confirmed an 
uptick in a variation of a swindle where 
someone calls the victim, convinces them 
a debt is owed and then instructs them 
to wire money through an untraceable 
method. 

In the past, these scams often involved 
the use of Green Dot MoneyPak debit 
cards. 

This latest ploy has phone grifters 
calling our seniors, claiming to repre-
sent the Internal Revenue Service or the 
U.S. Treasury Department. 

The victims are told that a debt must 

Senior tax phone scams on rise 
be paid immediately or they risk arrest. 

Several older adults in the east Bronx 
have reported receiving these calls, and  
the  public is being asked to be vigilant. 

Councilman James Vacca claims that 
his office is getting phone calls on the 
matter and that seniors have told him 
about the problem during visits to senior 
centers. 

“I would urge people who get these calls 

to realize that most of them are frauds,” 
said Vacca. “The IRS certainly does not 
call you on the phone; the IRS would send 
you a letter.” 

The councilman said that the num-
bers affected by the scam are increasing 
and he urged taking precautions.

“Never give out any personal informa-

tion and never volunteer anything.  Tell 
them “thank you” and ask them to send a 
letter,” he said. 

Vacca urges people to record all infor-
mation from phone calls or voicemails 
and then pass it along to authorities like 
NYPD community affairs officers at a lo-
cal precinct or to the NYS Attorney Gen-
eral. 

In general there has been a rise in 
complaints about phone solicitations re-
lated to tax season, said 49th Precinct 
Crime Prevention Officer Mark Mederos. 
This is true across the city and the north-
east, he said. 

“The IRS is not going to call you over 
the phone, demand immediate payment, 
and threaten you with arrest if you don’t 
pay immediately,” said police officer 
Mederos. “It is just not how the IRS oper-
ates.” 

The officer said that if someone re-
quests a payment in a specific form, such 
as a wire transfer or through a specific 
debit card type, it should raise a red flag. 

“I would say just hang up,” he added.  
Jack Reith, from Country Club, does 

not need to be told this. He did not return 
a voicemail he received recently from a 
scammer calling himself ‘Steven Martin’ 
and claiming to represent the U.S. Trea-
sury. 

Reith said that he had been told that 

A new phone scam appears to be targeting se-
niors. dzwlewicz946585

several seniors in his community had re-
ceived calls, and that he alerted Commu-
nity Board 10 and filed a report with the 
U.S. Treasury on the matter. 

“It is a public concern,” said Reith. 
“When they start using the name of fed-
eral, state and city agencies, it is a prob-
lem.”

I would urge people who 
get these calls to realize 

that most of them are 
frauds.

James Vacca
Councilman

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A meeting was recently held to discuss 

the process of turning the borough’s largest 
armory into the world’s largest ice center.

On Wednesday, February 17, Senator 
Gustavo Rivera hosted a meeting in the 
King Hall of Monroe College, 2501 Jerome 
Avenue, about the progress of turning the 
Kingsbridge Armory into the Kingsbridge 
National Ice Center.

 The Empire State Development board of 
directors recently approved a construction 
loan of $15 million, allocated from Governor 
Cuomo’s New York Works Fund, to be used 
for phase 1 of the armory’s renovations ear-
lier this month. 

The loan represents the fi rst installment 
for the proposed $130 million project.

The meeting, which was headed by Ri-
vera, along with John Neary from the Kings-
bridge National Ice Center, Marion Phillips 
III, senior vice president of community rela-

Senator Rivera holds Kingsbridge Armory discussion
tions for Empire State Development, Charles 
Samboy, assistant vice president of govern-
ment and community relations for NYC Eco-
nomic Development Corporation, Anthony 
Hasbun from NYS Homes and Community 
Renewal, Rachel Van Tosh, assistant com-
missioner for NYC Small Business Services, 
and Jessica Gomez from NYC Department 
of Housing Preservation and Development, 
discussed the future of the 795,000 square 
foot historic building and also addressed the 
growing concerns and questions from the 
community living in the Kingsbridge Ar-
mory’s shadows.

The transformation of this building will 
result in a central, main rink that would 
have a 5,000-seat capacity, along with a 50,000 
square-foot community center, a 20,000 
square-foot health and training facility, 50 
locker rooms (including 12 NHL-size rooms) 
and equipment storage. 

When completed, the development should 

create over 400 new jobs and provide on-site 
parking for over 450 cars.

The primary, but not the sole purpose, of 
this development will be the intended use by 
minor league and non-professional hockey 
teams, fi gure and speed skating, open skat-
ing times, instructional training along 
with neighborhood, high school and college 
leagues.

“This event was held to help build a 
straight line of communication between the 
community, KNIC and the government agen-
cies that will play a role in ensuring that the 
Kingsbridge National Ice Center becomes a 
thriving economic engine for the west Bronx 
and its residents,” said Rivera.

“We want to make sure that tenants and 
business owners that were in this neighbor-
hood prior to this project can stay in this 
neighborhood even after this transforma-
tion,” Rivera added.

Members from local unions, including Lo-

cal 79 and the Laborer’s Eastern Region Orga-
nizing Fund were also in attendance - many 
of whom were opposed to the idea.

“Rent will increase and jobs will decrease 
because everybody from all over the country 
will be fl ooding to this area of the Bronx as 
a result of this project,” one member of the 
Laborer’s Eastern Region Organizing Fund 
said.

“For years, we have been trying to move 
along with this process - and we are begin-
ning to see positive results,” said Adaline 
Walker-Santiago, supporter and chairwoman 
for Community Board 9. 

“Upon completion, the (Kingsbridge Na-
tional) Ice Center will strongly benefi t the fu-
ture of our children as well as the community 
and its residents,” she added. 

“This building will be great for our chil-
dren, great for our nearby schools and great 
for live performances,” said Liz Thompson, 
supporter and local resident.

Senator Rivera speaks at the podium, joined by (l-r) John Neary from the Kingsbridge National Ice Center; Marion Phillips III, senior vice president of community relations for Empire State Development; Charles 
Samboy, assistant vice president of government and community relations for NYC Economic Development Corporation; Anthony Hasbun from NYS Homes and Community Renewal; Rachel Van Tosh, assistant 
commissioner for NYC Small Business Services and Jessica Gomez from NYC Department of Housing Preservation and Development. 
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
A local business improvement district 

celebrated a milestone in style last week.
The Fordham Road Business Improve-

ment District celebrated its decennial in a 
Friday, February 19 ceremony at the Bronx 
Zoo’s Schiff Family Great Hall.

The BID marked the achievement with 
an awards ceremony recognizing its many 
supporters throughout the years. A special 
photo/video collage showcased the BID’s 
many accomplishments.

Wilma Alonso, Fordham Road BID exec-
utive director, gave the presentation noting 
the BID’s contributions in having 145 trees 
planted and for the installation of 21 guard 
rails, 77 trash cans and recycling bins, 16 
benches, 25 planters and three temporary 
public art displays in the area throughout 
the years.

Looking toward the future, Alonso said 
they plan to host larger events following 
Bryan Park’s opening and are in the pro-
cess of formalizing agreements, securing 
vendors and developing plans to promote 
commerce at the recently opened Fordham 
Plaza.

This year’s Meeting of the Membership 
guest speaker was Councilman Ritchie 
Torres who has aided the BID in several in-
stances including securing approval for the 
Fordham Road Festival’s restoration.

“I see Fordham Road as the bedrock of 
business in the Bronx and you are going to 
count on my support well into the future,” 
said Torres, adding. “The Fordham Road 
BID is the heart and soul of the communi-
ty’s business corridor so lets all cheer them 
to another ten years.”

Torres then presented Fordham Road 
BID with a New York City Council procla-
mation honoring their anniversary and 
their outstanding contributions to the Ford-

Fordham Road BID 
celebrates 10th year

ham Road shopping corridor’s growth.
New York City Comptroller Scott 

Stringer made a surprise visit.
Following a brief speech, the comptrol-

ler presented the BID a commendation rec-
ognizing their decade of outstanding work 
fostering commercial and economic devel-
opment in the Fordham Road area, offering 
exceptional networking opportunities for 
local businesses and for special commu-
nity events to help expand opportunities 
for Fordham’s many businesses and entre-
preneurs.

As is customary for the BID, they paid 
it forward by bestowing engraved glass 
awards to their sponsors and community 
partners which included Councilman 
Fernando Cabrera, Fordham Univer-
sity, Capital One Bank, Monroe College, 
Wellcare Health Plan, Affinity Health 
Plan, Popular Community Bank, United 
Healthcare, Apple Bank, Con Edison and 
Fordham Road Collaborative among oth-
ers.

The BID also acknowledged their com-
munity partnership with the 52nd Precinct 
by conferring the Outstanding Achieve-
ment Award to the precinct’s Inspector 
Nilda Hoffman, commanding offi cer.  

“We always feel the support, but to see 
everyone here today is like seeing all of 
the puzzle pieces coming together to form 
a much clearer picture of all of that sup-
port and hard work during these years,” 
said Alonso.

“Celebrating ten years is a phenomenal 
accomplishment and it shows that we’ve 
made great leaps and bounds in helping the 
community,” said Daniel Bernstein, Ford-
ham Road BID deputy director. 

For more information about Fordham 
Road BID, contact their offi ce at (718) 562-
2104 or visit www.fordhamroad.nyc.

Deputy Borough President Aurelia Greene (l) congratulated Fordham Road BID executive director Wil-
ma Alonso and BID deputy director Daniel Bernstein for the BID’s decade of service to the community.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
When the 18th annual Throggs Neck St. 

Patrick’s Parade steps off, some extraordi-
nary community members will be posthu-
mously honored. 

The parade committee has selected 21 
people to honor from the local Irish commu-
nity and beyond. They are being remembered 
for their dedication to their families and the 
greater community. 

The honorary grand marshals’ families 
and friends will march with banners in a 
tribute to their  loved ones  when the parade 
steps off at noon on Sunday, March 13 from 
East Tremont and Lafayette avenues. 

Grand marshals David and Noreen Kilk-
enny, local leaders and Irish football enthusi-

asts, and the honored clergy Father Christo-
pher Devron, a Jesuit priest who is Fordham 
Preparatory School’s president, will join 
them.  

Joe Byrne, brother of John Patrick Byrne 
III, an honorary grand marshal who was 
an electrician from Throggs Neck, said that 
his brother participated in the parade every 
year. 

Their father, John Patrick Byrne Jr., was 

Parade honorary grand 
marshals remembered

both a grand marshal and honorary grand 
marshal, said Joe Byrne. 

He added that his family works closely 
with the Throggs Neck Benevolent Asso-
ciation, which has coordinatesd the parade 
since 1999. 

“Our family is very honored and privi-
leged to be named in the parade,” said Joe 
Byrne. 

His brother especially enjoyed traditional 
Irish food, and used to attend a corned beef 
and cabbage luncheon held at a local beach 
club after the parade every year, his brother 
added. 

Sean Connolly, the son of Robert ‘Bob’ 
Connolly, a sports columnist in the Bronx 
Times Reporter for nearly two decades and 
an active part the Edgewater Park Volunteer 
Fire Department as its president and chap-
lain, said his father would have loved being 
honored in this way. 

His Irish heritage meant a lot to Bob, the 
son said. 

“Growing up, all we heard was stories of 
our family…and how everyone came over 
to America,” said Sean, adding “He was our 
family historian and he made sure that we 
knew about all of the struggles.” 

Margaret Bennett said that her mother, 
honorary grand marshal Elizabeth ‘Liz’ 
Kelleher, used to love to attend the annual St. 
Patrick’s parade every year. 

“She had been going for almost 18 years, 
every since the parade started,” said her 
daughter. 

Her Irish heritage was very important to 
her mother, who emigrated from Galway, Ire-
land, he daughter said. She always relished 
visiting her homeland, she added.  

Her husband, Michael Kelleher was also 
an Irish immigrant and a parade honorary 
grand marshal, her daughter said. 

Oher parade honorary grand marshals 
are: Margaret Babcock, Carol Boyle, Monica 
Burns, John Byrne, Charlie Capezuti, Robert 
Connolly, Dan Cotter, Ann Devany, Eliza-
beth Kelleher, Thomas Laughlin, Michael 
Martz, John Mullins, Joseph Murphy, Teresa 
O’Hara, Daniel O’Shea, George Peragine, 
Benny Randazzo and Anthony Riccardella, 
Mildred Scott, Ethel Tarpey and Alice Tell. 

Ben Randazzo

Elizabeth Kelleher 
 Photo courtesy of Margaret Bennett

Robert ‘Bob’ Connolly
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BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Ismael Manzano fi rst fell in 

love with writing while in high 
school. He especially enjoyed sci-
ence fi ction, and poured over ur-
ban fantasy stories. 

After honing his craft in col-
lege, the Morris Park resident will 
fi nally publish his fi rst novel next 
month.

The epic fantasy novel ‘Soul-
less’ centers around the life of 
Charlotte Furio, a young woman 
who learns of the soul-trade af-
ter a secretive woman follows her 
home at night and gives her ill fa-
ther the option of a healthy body 
in return for his immortal soul.

After her father makes his 
choice, Charlotte realizes she has 

‘Soulless’ is Morris Park resident’s fi rst novel
a talent for brokering souls and 
decides that this new skill can add 
meaning to her life. 

However, in a twist of fate, she 
realizes that she must fi rst rescue 
her father’s soul before it’s too 
late.

Manzano’s inspiration for the 
story came from the supernatural 
classic tale ‘The Monkey’s Paw,’ 

in which the owner of the paw is 
granted three wishes that come 
true with an enormous price.

There is an underlying sense of 
awareness throughout the novel.

“What happens to someone if 
they lose their purpose in life, the 
thing that makes them them...or 
if they don’t discover what their 
purpose is,” said Manzano, “I 

wanted to wrap my head around 
this idea.”

Manzano’s wife is also a writer, 
and he attributes his skillset to 
her support, and critiques. 

“When I fi rst started out as 
a writer I thought everything I 
wrote was golden,” said the au-
thor with a laugh, “but now we 
both write and go back and forth 
giving constructive criticism. You 
need to be with other people with 
the same passions, or you don’t 
grow.”

For budding writers out there, 
Manzano has some words of wis-
dom : “Be humble, don’t let your 
ego get in the way,” said the au-
thor, “You need to have patience 
and humility to remove yourself 
and look at the work objectively.”

Ismael’s book will be published 
by Fantasy Works Publishing, and 
will be available on March 8. 

(Right) Ismael Manzano’s fi rst pub-
lished work - epic novel ‘Soulless.’ 
 Courtesy of Fantasy Works Publishing

What happens to smeone if they lose 
their purpose in life, the thing that 
makes them them...or if they don’t 

discover what their purpose is. I wanted 
to wrap my head around this idea.

Ismael Manzano

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Pelham Bay tenants recently 

held a meeting to discuss the cur-
rent state of their building.

On Wednesday, February 17, 
the Tenants Association of 3555 
Bruckner Boulevard held a ten-
ants meeting to highlight the 
recent improvements that have 
been made to their building, as 
well as other issues that still need 
to be addressed and fi xed.

The 12-story, 144-unit resi-
dential building, which was 
built in 1959 and has experi-
enced issues dating back as 
early as the 1980s, but most 
recently since 2011, has seen 
many improvements, including 
new front doors to the building, 
replaced locks, a newly-painted 
exterior of the building, a ren-
ovated lobby and new washers 
and dryers for the building’s 
laundry room, along with other 
improvements for individual 
apartment units which were in 
desperate needof repairs.

As a result of these prior de-
fi ciencies, the tenants received a 
court-ordered rent reduction late 
last year, after Council members 
James Vacca and Ritchie Torres 
helped residents make their case.

Bruckner tenants discuss recent improvements
 Abro Management, the build-

ing’s management fi rm, was 
forced to replace the building’s 
gas pipes and windows in Novem-
ber 2013. 

Two years earlier, the build-

ing hit rock bottom - when it ex-
perienced a gas outage and resi-
dents were unable to cook and 
were left without hot water for 
four months, during Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas of that year.

Since many of these improve-
ments have been completed, Abro 
Management is now looking to 
end the temporary rent reduction 
for the building’s tenants.  

However, many tenants are 
claiming that although many im-
provements have been made to 
their building, there is still a list 
of defi ciencies, that include the 
basement area, leaking pipes and 
the building’s heating system.

According to residents, the 
basement has  fi lthy walls and 
peeling paint, as well as damaged 
pipes. The building’s hallways are 
also in dire need of repainting. 

Residents have also com-
plained of a lack of heat in the 
building during the winter 
months. 

During the meeting, which 
was attended by David Ramos 
from Neighborhood Initiatives 
Development Corporation, ten-
ants discussed their approval of 
the building’s improvements, but 
expressed displeasure that the 
building’s rent reductions would 
be lifted before all the work was 
completed

“There are certain issues in 
this building that still need to be 
addressed and taken care of before 
we, as residents, begin paying our 
monthly rent in full again,” said 
Sonja Melendez, president of 3555 
Bruckner Boulevard’s Tenants 
Association and a resident of the 

building for nearly 30 years.  
“However, without the help of 

Councilman Vacca and Council-
man Ritchie Torres, I don’t know 
what  state this building would be 
today - so we owe them a great deal 
of gratitude for their efforts in 
giving this building the improve-
ments that it sorely needed.”

“The tenants seem to be 

thrilled with the improvements 
and I am happy for them,” said 
Councilman Vacca. 

Senator Jeff Klein and Assem-
blyman Michael Benedetto also 
helped rectify the situation.

“This building has witnessed 
a big turnaround and we have 
fought long and hard to see these 
results,” Vacca concluded.

This building has 
witnessed a big 

turnaround and we 
have fought long and 

hard to see these 
results.

James Vacca
Councilman David Ramos from Neighborhood Initiatives Development Corporation speaks 

during the tenants meeting. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Homeless shelter plan riles local residents
From page 1

(Right) A vacant lot located at 2086 Bruckner 
Boulevard will soon be the location of a home-
less shelter. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

Why don’t they build this homeless shelter in 
Manhattan?” she said, adding “Another ques-
tion - do you think that new businesses want 
to come into a neighborhood that has a bunch 
of homeless shelters?”

“I am very angry about this project - it’s 
a disgrace to our community,” said resident 
Julia Rodriguez, who also made sure her 
voice was heard during CB9’s monthly gen-
eral board meeting. “We don’t need another 
homeless shelter next to our houses. This will 
not just affect one building or one block - it 
will affect the entire community in a very 

(l-r) Carrion, Rodriguez and Assemblyman Sepulveda gather at the meeting on Saturday, February 20, 
after expressing their opinions of the proposed homeless shelter. Photo courtesy of Laura Stone

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A video released last week reveals there 

is no smooth sailing for motorists traveling 
Shore Road.

City Island natives, James and Thomas 
Breen recorded the short fi lm ‘Shore Road 
Dangers’ highlighting the hazardous con-
ditions of this long winding Pelham Bay 
Park road.

The two-lane roadway that leads to 
Westchester County is scarred by potholes, 
faded road markings, constrictive icy lanes 
and groundwater fl ooding.

Residing just north of the city, the broth-
ers use Shore Road daily when visiting 
their parents on the island. 

They have witnessed many near acci-
dents as vehicles veer towards one another 
to avoid the road’s treacherous condition. 

The brothers, professional fi lmmak-
ers, decided to take action by recording 
the roadway near Pelham Split Rock Golf 
Course.

On Monday, February 15, James and 
Thomas fi lmed there for a half hour us-
ing three cameras: a remote control drone 
to capture footage of motorists traversing 
the road, a handheld camera to present a 
pedestrian view of the issues and a GoPro 
Camera attached to the brother’s car as 
they traveled Shore Road.  

“There were four to fi ve close calls in 
that half hour and it was during the day-

Shore Road conditions captured on fi lm
time,” said Thomas.

The brothers posted the video to Face-
book and Vimeo and it reached 10,000 views 
in the fi rst 24 hours. The video now has 
over 13,000 views, Thomas said.

Pelham Parkway resident Debra Kawal-
ick attested to these claims and addressed 
them before Community Board 10 at their 
Thursday, February 18 meeting.

“I’ve been driving that road for many 
years and it’s always been neglected,” said 
Kawalick. “The city needs to fi x the drainage 
problem there and not just fi ll the potholes.” 

CB 10 said they will pen a letter to the 
NYC Department of Environmental Protec-
tion addressing the concerns.

Councilman James Vacca explained 
Shore Road needs a total reconstruction to 
address its lack of curbs and catch basins. 

The councilman said the full reconstruc-
tion of Shore Road is a NYC Department of 
Transportation project, but the road is lo-
cated on park land.

“We need to make this a multi-agency 
project,” said Vacca, adding. 

“Shore Road was never properly con-
structed and the city needs to look at grad-
ing this road to make it level as well as con-
struct curbs and catch basins to alleviate 
the drainage issue there. NYC DOT, Parks 
and DEP must determine who does what 
and when,” he said.

He added these agencies must determine 

jurisdiction over Shore Road and put into 
place interim solutions.

Wiley Norvell, City Hall deputy press 
secretary, said the city received three com-
plaints this year about Shore Road’s condi-
tions and has responded to them.

DEP has determined that natural water 
seepage from underground springs is likely 
leading to the road’s deterioration.

DOT will continue road maintenance to 
ensure Shore Road’s potholes are fi lled and 

the agencies will collaborate on a long-term 
solution to the issue. 

A Parks spokesman said DOT will take 
the lead on addressing Shore Road’s situa-
tion.

A spokeswoman from Senator Jeff 
Klein’s offi ce said they have received and 
resolved a series of complaints regarding 
broken lights along Shore Road.

To view the video, visit www.vimeo.
com/155833109.

Motorists using Shore Road attempt to pass each other while avoiding dangerous ice, potholes and 
pools of water affecting both lanes. Photo by James Breen

negative way.”
Along with CB9’s monthly general board 

meeting, another meeting was held on Sat-
urday, February 20 at the Church of the Holy 
Family, 2158 Watson Avenue, where many 
residents, as well as political leaders, pro-
tested the proposed homeless shelter, even 
though the construction would be as-of-right 
project. No special permits would be needed.

At Saturday’s meeting, many attendees 
also signed petitions protesting the plan.

“I am strongly opposed to this homeless 
shelter coming to the area - an area that al-
ready has homeless shelters and cheap mo-

tels, which we have seen turn into places that 
attract the homeless,” said Assemblyman 
Luis Sepulveda.

“Homeless shelters bring their own set of 
issues, such as drug addiction, alcoholism 
and they bring neighborhoods down with 
them. However, I would not be opposed if this 
was an affordable housing project - but this 
homeless shelter will bring troubles to the 
neighborhood and the last thing we need is 
another one in this area.”

“Homeless shelter destroy the neighbor-
hoods and family pride - and it demoralizes 
the residents in the area,” said Senator Ru-
ben Diaz.

“I would be in support of the building of 
an affordable housing, but I am not in favor 
of this homeless shelter coming to this area 
- this is a good neighborhood and it doesn’t 
need another homeless shelter bringing it 
down and destroying the quality of the com-
munity.”

The project’s developers, Samaritan Vil-
lage, did not return a request for comment. 

The MirRam Group, the consultants for 
the developer, said that it is against their pol-
icy to discuss its client’s upcoming projects. 
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1001 CITTY ISLLANDD AVEENUE | BBRROONNNXXX, NNYYY 110004466644 || TTEELLEEPPHHHOONNNEE:: 334477--668800--338865 | EMAAIL: SCCAVEELLOPP@AOOOL.COM

PRESENTS

Scavello’s On The Island
in association with 

John Galasso & Laugh 
Loud Productions

JOIN US 
SATURDAY, MARCH 5TH 

AT 7PM
$80 PER TICKET

FOUR COURSE SIT DOWN DINNER

Information and Booking:

Call 718- 885- 2570
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