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Only 6 candidates make CD 17 ballot
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BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Only six candidates remain 

for the  District 17 City  Coun-
cil special election. 

The vacancy was created 
when Maria del Carmen Ar-
royo took a high-paying job at 
a not-for-profi t. 

Over the past few weeks the 
list of candidates has dwin-
dled from 11 to the following: 
Rafael Salamanca, Julio Pa-
bon, George Alvarez, Marlon 
Molina, Rev. Loren Russell, 
and Joann Otero.

Amanda Septimo, who is 
the district director for Con-
gressman Jose Serrano, saw 

her hopes to win the seat van-
ish due to a designating peti-
tion error. 

Septimo circulated peti-
tions with the name of her 
independent party as ‘Demo-
cratic Values’.  

According to state election 
law, the use of a name that can 
be confused with an existing 
political party is prohibitedt. 

Helen Foreman-Hines, a re-
tired 1199 SEIU advocate and 
organizer, who vowed to bring 
her many years of experience 
to the table, was eliminated 
from the race for failing to fi le 
a certifi cate of acceptance on 

time. 
Carlton Curry, an activist, 

was kicked off the ballot for 
the same reason - in his case 
he fi led the certifi cate one day 
too late. 

Army veteran John Perez 
and Elliot Quinones, a busi-
nessman, were ruled off for 
not fi ling an adequate number 
of petition signatures. The re-
quired amount is 450.

The remaining candidates 
all feel sure of their chances to 
gain the seat - but Salamanca 
still appears to be the front-

The Dollhouse ‘Emancipation’ was held on Friday, February 12, 
at Andrew Freedman Manor, 1125 Grand Concourse, where Aval & 
Company presented its fi rst Annual Fashion Show, an event that 
included art, networking, spoken word and high fashion. Models 
Marly Lotus (l) and Dira Ve strike poses during the fashion show.
                   Photo by Miriam Quin

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A young woman on her 

way home after a night out 
with friends was slashed 
across her face during a mug-
ging.

The horrifi c incident took 
place on Holland Avenue near 
Morris Park Avenue at about 
12:15 a.m. on the morning of 
Friday, February 12, after 
20-year-old Paula Delos San-
tos had just gotten off of the 
IRT #2 train and was walking 
home alone while talking to a 
friend on her cell phone.

About four blocks away 
from her home Delos Santos 
felt that she was being fol-
lowed by a man, who was de-
scribed as 5’5” or 5’6” and His-
panic. 

In an instant, the man 
snuck up behind her and 
grabbed for her cell phone. 

When Delos Santos re-
sisted, the man slashed her 
on her left cheek with a cut-
ting instrument, believed to 
be some sort of blade.

After being slashed, De-
los Santos was shoved to the 
ground and kicked. 

The assailant then fl ed 
with her pocketbook, keys 
and credit cards.

Delos Santos was treated 
at Jacobi Medical Center, 
where the three-inch lacera-
tion to her left cheek required 
26 stitches to close.

According to multiple re-
ports and sources, Delos San-
tos was more than likely dis-
tracted and unaware of the 
impending dangerous situ-
ation before it unfolded be-
cause she was on her cell 
phone.

As a result, many commu-
nity leaders are recommend-

ing that children and young 
adults traveling alone, espe-
cially women, take the proper 
precautions when encoun-
tering a similar situation to 
this one or the one where a 
23-year-old victim who was 
sexually assaulted in daylight 
by 21-year-old Brandon Gon-
zalez in Morris Park earlier 
this month. The victim was 
also on her cell phone when 
the incident took place.

“When an individual is 
walking alone, especially at 
night, it is important that 
their head is not buried in 
their cell phone or electronic 
device so they can be aware 
of their surroundings at all 
times,” said Captain Keith 
Walton, commanding offi cer 
of the 49th Precinct. 

“We (the 49th and NYPD) 
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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BRONX
2425 Eastchester Road

Bronx, NY  10469
Phone: 718-405-7500

MANHATTAN
1123 Park Avenue at 90th Street

New York, NY  10028
Phone: 718-405-7500

LOCATIONS

At Bronx Plastic Surgery, Dr. Robert Goldstein and Dr. Heather Erhard
are committed to enhancing and restoring your natural beauty with the latest
surgical advancements and plastic surgery techniques. At Bronx Plastic Surgery,
we also provide the latest options and techniques in reconstructive surgery.

Schedule your appointment today ... and experience the youthful,
life changing effects of cosmetic surgery!

A POSITIVE EXPERIENCE
We have built a foundation of trust with our patients by treating
them as special individuals. Our practice puts patients first,
providing a positive experience through personalized care to make 
each consultation and procedure as pleasant and comfortable as
possible. Read more about our patients positive experiences.

HIGH STANDARDS
Through comprehensive treatment planning and a standard of
excellence in personalized patient care, Bronx Plastic Surgery
provides patients with the quality plastic surgery and cosmetic 
procedures they deserve.

EDUCATION & EXPERIENCE
Dr. Goldstein and Dr. Erhard strive to stay current on the latest 
standards and surgical techniques as they believe that the best 
plastic surgery procedure outcomes are a result of education and 
experience. We know that you have placed a great deal of confidence 
in us to provide a positive surgical experience and the outcome you 
desire, which is why we review your medical history, current health, 
and expectation and motivation for electing any cosmetic procedure 
before we will agree to perform a procedure.

We are Board Certified Plastic Surgeons this is our area of specialty.  
We our devoted to the education and practice of Plastic Surgery and Reconstructive Surgery.

drgoldstein@bronxplasticsurgery.com | drerhard@bronxplasticsurgery.com | Financing Available 
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Most Awarded Small SUV

MileaSubaru.com

Milea Subaru
3201 E Tremont Ave  Bronx, NY, 10461
Sales: (888) 698-0525

2016
F E B R U A R Y

E V E N T

1.9% APR available up to 63 mos†

up to 63 mos on select new models for qualifi ed buyers. Offers subj to prim 

Model#GDD-11, Stk#8232S, 4cyl, am/fm/cd, tilt, cruise, 
pwr/brks/winds/lks, Bluetooth, Backup camera. MSRP: $29,002

NEW 2016 Subaru 
Outback

SAVE $1603
OFF MSRP

$27,399

Model#GFB-02, Stk#8275S, 4cyl, am/fm/cd, tilt, cruise, pwr/brks/winds/lks, 
Bluetooth, Backup Camera, Alloy Whl Pkg. MSRP: $25,078

NEW 2016 Subaru 
Forester 2.5i 

SAVE $1479
OFF MSRP

$23,599

Model#GLB-01, Stk#8239S, 4cyl, am/fm/cd, tilt, cruise, 
pwr/brks/winds/lks, Bluetooth, Backup Camera. MSRP: $20,757

NEW 2016 Subaru
Impreza Premium
SAVE $1000

OFF MSRP

$19,757
BY ROBERT WIRSING

Parkchester South Condominium 
owners and elected offi cials voiced 
their displeasure with the recently an-
nounced common charge increase.

On Wednesday, February 10, Sen-
ator Ruben Diaz, Sr., Assemblyman 
Luis Sepulveda and Parkchester 
South Condominium owners and ten-
ants converged in front of Parkchester 
Preservation Management’s offi ce to 
protest the ‘draconian’ hike. 

The group rallied at 2000 E. Trem-
ont Avenue offi ce to express their oppo-
sition to management’s plan in impose 
a 15.19% monthly common charges in-
crease on the Parkchester South Con-
dominium owners.

In addition, the senator and assem-
blyman announced plans to fi le an 
injunction to block imposition of the 
monthly hike. Owners were asked to 
contribute $15 for legal costs.

“Fifteen percent is abusive for 
people working two or three jobs to 
support their families to pay,” said 
Senator Diaz. “I own an apartment at 
Parkchester South Condominium and 
I’ve seen fi rst hand how many of the 
condos’ senior citizens struggle to af-
ford living there.”

Senator Diaz said they are in the 
process of hiring an attorney to take 
the case to court.

Last Wednesday’s rally drew over 
100 Parkchester participants.

Among the protestors was Dr. 
Mazeda Uddin, South Asian Fund for 
Education Scholarship Training pres-
ident, who is representing over 2,000 
PSC owners who signed a petition 
against the increase.

Uddin noted every year Parkchester 
management has increased PSC’s 

Parkchester South protests 
hefty monthly charge hike

maintenance fee by 3% to 4%, but 
this year’s raise is a ‘record breaking 
amount’.

“The Parkchester South Condo-
minium Board, after carefully re-
viewing all options, acted in the best 
interests of our fellow owners by tem-
porarily increasing common charges 
to address critical repairs that could 
potentially lead to safety issues for 
our residents,” said Abu Shakoor, PSC 
president. “These repairs are neces-
sary and critical to the structural in-
tegrity of the Parkchester South build-
ings, the safety of our community, and 
the security of our investments,” he 
added.

Shakoor explained the 15.19% tem-
porary common charge increase will 
pay for critically needed repair after 
management discovered wide-spread 
water infi ltration and roof slab dam-
age which must be handled immedi-
ately.

If not addressed, Shakoor said this 
could lead to a possible ceiling collapse 
resulting in potential injuries, owner 
displacement and leaving units in a 
state of disrepair rendering them un-
sellable.

He said while PSC understands this 
increase will be diffi cult for many res-
idents, he said it will be a short-term 
sacrifi ce.

Once work is completed in 2017, 
PSC’s board intends to revert the com-
mon charges back to 2015 levels.

The board will review the budget 
needs of 2018 and may increase com-
mon charges only to cover increases 
in non-discretionary expenses such as 
heating fuel and other utilities, union 
contract wages and unforeseen capital 
needs.

(l-r) Iftekar Siraj; Raymond Maldonado; Joanne Savino; Dr. Mazeda Uddin, SAFEST presi-
dent and founder and Senator Diaz were among the many concerned people protesting 
the Parkchester Management’s proposed 15% monthly increase in common charges at last 
Wednesday’s rally. Photo by Miriam Quin
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 Experience the Milea difference.

MileaBuickGMC.com

3211 E Tremont Ave  Bronx, NY, 10461
Sales: (347) 748-1441 
Service: (347) 515-6565

Milea GMC

(1)Price includes all costs to a consumer except tax, title & DMV fees. Lessee resp for excess wear/tear/
maint/insur/excess mileage. Leases are closed end for 10k mi/yr @ 25¢/mi thereafter. $495 disposition 
fee due at lease end, unless customer purchases vehicle or decides to re-fi nance through GM Financial. 
Due at signing=$2016 dwn pymt + 595 bank fee + 1st mo pymt + $0 sec dep. Ttl Pymts/Residual: ‘16 
Terrain: $6,591/$17,440. *On select vehicles. (2) Available with special fi nance or lease offers. Residency 
restrictions apply. Prior deals excluded. Cannot combine offers. Not resp for typos/equip errors. See dealer 
for complete details. Pics for illust purp only. Offers expire 02/29/16.

New 2016 GMC
Terrain SLE AWD

Model#TLG26, Stk#16226, MSRP $30,070. Auto, 4 cyl, pwr steer/brks/wndws/lks, iPod, Bluetooth, back 
up camera

$2000 Factory Rebate     $2000 Lease Conquest (2)

$169Lease 
for

(1)

per 
mo
39 
mos

 Experience the Milea difference.

MileaBuickGMC.com

PRESIDENTS MONTH SAVINGS

3211 E Tremont Ave  Bronx, NY, 10461
Sales: (347) 748-1441 
Service: (347) 515-6565

Milea Buick

(1) Price incl all costs to a consumer except tax, title & DMV fees. Lessee resp for excess wear/tear/maint/
insur/excess mileage. Leases are closed end for 10k mi/yr @ 25¢/mi thereafter. $495 disposition fee due 
at lease end, unless customer purchases vehicle or decides to re-fi nance thru GM Financial. Due at sign 
= $2016 dwn pymt + 595 bank fee + $0 sec dep. Ttl Pymts/Residual: ‘16 Encore: $5,421/$14,834.  
*On select vehicles. (2) Avail with special fi nance or lease offers. Residency restrictions apply. Prior deals 
excluded. Cannot combine offers. Not resp for typos/equip errors. See dealer for complete details. Pics for 
illust purp only. Offers expire 02/29/16.

Model#4JU76, Stk#1605513, MSRP $26,490. Auto, 4 cyl, pwr steer/brks/wndws/lks, iPod, Bluetooth, 
back up camera

$2350 Factory Rebate     $1500 Lease Conquest (2)

$139Lease 
for

(1)

per 
mo
39
mos

New 2016 Buick
Encore AWD 

Complimentary
1st Month 
Payment*

   All New Buick

Cascada  in stock

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
The police precinct serving Mel-

rose is about to get a new $68.9 million 
home. 

In June 2014, Mayor l de Blasio ear-
marked this sizeable chunk of change 
for the construction of a new 40th Pre-
cinct stationhouse in the south Bronx 
as part of his 2015 Executive Budget. 

Recently, the funds have been put 
into action, and preliminary designs 
of the project have been made public- 
Bronxites can expect to see a new po-
lice headquarters by 2020.

The Bjarke Ingels Group, a Copen-
hagen and New York-based architec-
ture and building fi rm, was commis-
sioned by the NYC Department of 
Construction and Design to build the 
precinct from the ground up, on a va-
cant lot owned by the city at the cor-
ner of East 149th Street and St.Anns 
Avenue.

The new building, which some 
may confuse as an art museum rather 
than a police precinct, will stand in 
stark contrast to the current station 
which sits one mile away in the Mott 
Haven Historic District at Alexander 
Avenue and East 138th Street,  a build-
ing erected in 1923.

From the street, the new building 
will resemble a stack of bricks criss 
crossed atop each other, which ac-
cording to the designer references the 
rusticated bases of early NYC Police 
Stations. 

Each rectangular block will con-
tain specifi c elements of the develop-
ment, and all blocks, program areas, 
and entrances will be stacked around 
a central atrium. 

The Copenhagan fi rm’s  modern 
design includes an energy-effi cient 
green roof - a fi rst for any NYPD sta-
tion - which will be built using non-
refl ective materials like sandblasted 
concrete. 

The 43,500 square foot structure 
(over 30,000 s.f. larger than the cur-

$70 mil makeover 
for the 40th Pct.

Rendering of the projected new 40th Precinct stationhouse on East 149th Street and St. 
Anns Avenue in Melrose. Courtesy of NYC Department of Design and Construction

rent building) is set to surpass re-
quirements for LEED Silver certifi ca-
tion. 

Amenities for offi cers will include 
an exercise courtyard, a training 
area, a climbing wall, and relaxation 
areas. 

Despite all this, the new station 
isn’t just meant to be innovative - a 
major goal of the new precinct is to 
strengthen community policing in an 
area where the relationship between 
the community and the police has 
been strained at best. 

The new station will include addi-
tions meant to enhance dialogue be-
tween the two, including the fi rst ever 
community meeting room inside a 
precinct. 

The multipurpose room will have 
it’s own street level entrance and will 
contain informational kiosks and ar-
eas to hold classes and events.

This initiative goes hand-in-hand 
with the new Neighborhood Commu-
nity Offi cer program that the 40th 
recently began participating in this 
January, in an effort to bring down 
high crime rates. 

The Neighborhood Offi cer pro-
gram assigns two trained community 
offi cers to each section of Mott Haven 
and Melrose, to open a direct line of 
communication between residents 
and the local police.  

Unfortunately, according to some 
members of the community, altering 
the look of the precinct only does so 
much.  

“You can change the appearance of 
the precinct, but if you don’t change 
the policing policies nothing will 
change,” said Ramon Jimenez, of the 
South Bronx Community Congress. 
“It’s good to see money being spent 
for a new precinct, but it’s not just the 
facade, it’s the type of community po-
licing...you have to change the whole 

Continued on next page
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Thank you GuildNet.

With GuildNet’s long term care plans, your loved 
ones can stay safe and independent in their homes. 

GuildNet is a program of Lighthouse Guild, an 
organization that has helped people with vision loss 
for more than a century.

Please call us – we speak your language. 

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Dad lost his sight, 
but kept
his independence.

GN270_PrintAd_Approved

package.”
However, Jimenez feels 

that there have been positive 
changes made lately, specifi -
cally under NYC Police Com-
missioner William Bratton. 

“I think the door has been 
pushed open a little bit, and I 

$70 mil makeover for the 40th Pct.
From previous page

The new precinct will have a private fi rst fl oor entrance for the community room, to enhance community-
police relations. Courtesy of NYC Department of Design and Construction

think there may be some more 
changes coming,” he said. 

Will the new community 
program and precinct really 
bring residents and police to-
gether? “With extraordinary 
effort,” said Jimenez. 

City Council Speaker Me-
lissa Mark-Viverito, who rep-
resents the eighth district in-

cluding Melrose, supports the 
project, saying it will “sup-
port critical enforcement 
strategies”.

The 40th Precinct com-
mand consists of Port Morris, 
Melrose and Mott Haven. 

The future use of the cur-
rent precinct station have not 
yet been decided.

This will be the fi rst NYPD precinct to feature a green, energy-effi cient 
roof. Courtesy of NYC Department of Design and Construction

The building will resemble bricks, in a reference to the rusticated bases 
of early NYC police stations. 
 Courtesy of NYC Department of Design and Construction
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COLD AND FLU 
SEASON IS HERE. 

                                         
WE CAN HELP.

ah -choo“ “

No appointment needed
Insurance accepted

Open 7 Days

dwellfamilydoctors.com

2304 Eastchester Road
Bronx, NY 10469
347-913-4333

Mon - Fri 8am-8pm 
Weekends 9am-5pm

FAMILY DOCTORSDWELL
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ALL MEATS CUSTOM CUT
YOUR WAY

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE
DELIVERY

ON PURCHASES OVER $50

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm
Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919
1554 Paulding Ave
Bronx, NY 10462

 COME IN AND 
HAVE A FREE CUP 

OF COFFEE

www.giordanosbigg.com

MEAT • FISH • DELI
GROCERY • WE DELIVER
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD BUTCHER HERE 7 DAYS A WEEK

EXTRA VIRGIN
OLIVE OIL

$1999

HALF PRICE SALE
1 LITER SPAIN
1 LITER ITALY

$3999CLUB PRICE

BIG G PRICE

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

$9 99 lb.

$5 99 lb.

$799 lb.

$3 99 lb.

$199 EACH

$799 EACH

$1299 lb.

$19 99 lb.

$1999
3 LBS. FOR

FULLY COOKED

BUFFALO
TENDERS

$2499
5 LBS. FOR

FULLY COOKED

BUFFALO
PARTY WINGS

BUY 1 GET 1

FREE
MAC & CHEESE PUFFS
SKINNY QUINOA STICKS

THINK THIN PROTEIN 
NUTBARS

HORMEL HAM  (LOWER SALT)

RARE ROAST BEEF
BOAR’S HEAD HAM
BOAR’S HEAD TURKEY
DILUSSO GENOA SALAMI

$4 99 lb.

$8 99 lb.

$8 99 lb.

$8 99 lb.

$8 99 lb.

AMERICAN CHEESE
DOMESTIC SWISS
MOZZERELLA CHEESE
MUENSTER CHEESE
DOMESTIC PROVOLONE

$4 99 lb.

$4 99 lb.

$4 99 lb.

$5 99 lb.

$5 99 lb.

DELI SPECIALS

$1299 lb.

(HEADS)  3lb. AVG.

U.S.D.A. SELECT

FILLET
MIGNON

$1499 lb.REG.

$1499 EACH

1/2 POUND SIZE

LOBSTER
TAILS

$1599 REG.

$1999

40 SHRIMP WITH
COCKTAIL SAUCE

COOKED SHRIMP TRAY

$2499REG.

COOKED ST. LOUIS RIBS (36.8 oz.)   BUY 2 GET 1 FREE
ITALIAN CHICKEN SAUSAGE              BUY 1 GET 1 FREE
HOMEMADE ITALIAN SAUSAGE (5LB. PACK)
WHOLE CHICKENS (3 LB. AVG)             3 FOR 
ITALIAN STYLE CHICKEN CUTLETS (4.5 NET)
STERLING SILVER SHELL STEAKS
RIB STEAKS (BONE IN)
RIB STEAKS (BONELESS)
OXTAILS (15LB. BOX) (CUT FREE)

EXTRA JUMBO SHRIMP (ON ICE)
I.Q.F. FLOUNDER FILLET (4 OZ.)
WILD SALMON BONELESS & SKINLESS (8oz.)
TILAPIA FILLET (3-5 OZ.)
BABY LOBSTER TAILS (1 OZ. AVG)
BRAZILIAN 4 oz. LOBSTER TAILS
JUMBO SNOW CRAB CLUSTERS
JUMBO KING CRAB

$299 lb.

$15 00 lb.

$20 00
$9 99 lb.

$9 99 lb.

$10 99 lb.

$3 99 lb.
CUSTOM CUT FREE

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

On Monday, February 22, 
from 5 to 7 p.m., the FDNY 
will be giving away free 
smoke alarms at Assembly-
man Gjonaj’s district offi ce, lo-
cated at 1126 Pelham Parkway 
South.

Smoke/CO alarms will be 

Gjonaj hosts smoke/CO alarm give away
available to give out while sup-
plies last. 

Attendees are also eligible 
to sign up for free installa-
tions in their home. 

For more information con-
tact Nathalia Fernandez at 
(718) 409-0109.

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, N.Y. 10465 
or e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.
com. Please include a phone 
number or a way to contact you 
in case of questions. 

Hi Readers! Welcome to 
another edition of Around 
Town.

Happy Valentines Day

Special good wishes to my 
wife Maria Gaffney for Valen-
tine’s Day from your husband 
John. Happy Valentines Day 
love and best wishes. 

Happy Birthday

Happy 11th birthday to our 
son Nicholas Soli on Sunday, 
February 7. Your birthday is 
on Super Bowl Sunday and we 
scored a touch down because 
you are our ‘super’ son! 

You make us so proud and 
you put smile on our faces and 
we love you to infi nity and be-
yond! God bless you!  

Love Always Mommy, 
Daddy, Grandma, Diesel & 
Spanky! Woof woof and Xox-
oxo. 

Hello Grandparents 

An area hospital reports 
the recent birth of Madison 

Marie Imperati to Vanessa 

Nicholas Soli

Imperati and Angelo Impe-

rati. 
All four grandparents are 

from the borough: Angel San-

tana, Ada Santana, Matteo 

Imperati and Elia Imperati. 
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1001 CITTY ISLLANDD AVEENUE | BBRROONNNXXX, NNYYY 110004466644 || TTEELLEEPPHHHOONNNEE:: 334477--668800--338865 | EMAAIL: SCCAVEELLOPP@AOOOL.COM

PRESENTS

Scavello’s On The Island
in association with 

John Galasso & Laugh 
Loud Productions

JOIN US 
SATURDAY, MARCH 5TH 

AT 7PM
$80 PER TICKET

FOUR COURSE SIT DOWN DINNER

Information and Booking:

Call 718- 885- 2570
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C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

40 Precinct 
Saturday, January 30, 5:10 a.m. - A 

horrific assault occurred at a subway sta-
tion when a male Hispanic, approximately 
50-years-old and 250 pounds, assaulted a 
51-year-old woman. The victim was waiting 
for the northbound 2 IRT train at Westchester 
Avenue and Simpson Street when the sus-
pect started hitting her in the train station. 
He hit her with a closed fist on the face and 
on other parts of her body. The suspect is 
light-skinned and just shy of six feet tall, ac-
cording to police. He was last seen wearing 
a a black hat, black waist length coat and 
black jeans.

42 Precinct
Friday, January 29, 6:25 p.m. -- A lar-

ceny occurred at a bodega where a quick-
handed thief stole $3.25 from the hand of a 
clerk and ran away. The crime occurred at 
3273 3rd Avenue. 

44 Precinct
Sunday, February 7,  9:15 a.m. - Two 

men entered two grocery stores at 1361 
Ogden Avenue and 1398 Ogden Avenue with 
guns and demanded cash. They took about 
$400 cash from the store at 1361 Ogden 
Avenue and an undetermined amount of 
money from 1398 Ogden Avenue and fl ed. 
No one was shot or injured during the rob-
beries.  One of the culprits is described as 
a male Black wearing a black long-sleeved 
shirt, blue jeans, black sneakers and a gray 
baseball cap. The other is male Hispanic last 
seen wearing a red sweater under a black 
jacket, black sweatpants, white sneakers, 
a gray baseball cap and a black mask over 
his face. 

46 Precinct 
Friday, February 5, 9:44 p.m. -- A wom-

an was assaulted and raped in a building on 
East 183rd Street. She was approached by a 
man who followed her into the elevator. As 
the elevator door opened, he grabbed her 
from behind and began to assault her, and 
continued to rape her in a stairwell.  He then 
took cash and two cell phones from his vic-
tim before leaving.  He is described as an 
18-year-old male Black last seen wearing a 
grey hooded sweatshirt. 
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Shalom Jewish
Funeral Home, Inc.

“The Bronx Jewish Community Memorial Chapel”

(718) 828-1700
Keeping Tradition Under Rabbinical Supervision

If you were a waiter, counter-server, busser, or dishwasher at 
the Royal Coach Diner located at 3260 Boston Road, Bronx, 
NY, between July 27, 2009 and February 2, 2016, you may 
be eligible to participate in a settlement related to unpaid 
wages. Contact the Claims Administrator, the Garden City 
Group for more information at (800) 231-1815, or visit the 
following website www.RoyalCoachDinerSettlement.com. 
Contacting the Claims Administrator is free and the Claims 
Administrator’s staff speaks Spanish and English.

(800) 231-1815
���������	��
���������������
��

LEADERS
WE ARE

REGISTER TODAY FOR THE 
CORRECTION OFFICER EXAM
FEB 1-29 MAR 1-31 MAY 2-31

Register online at nyc.gov/examsforjobs
visit us at nyc.gov/jointheboldest
email: theboldest@doc.nyc.gov

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An historic moment in the borough’s 

contribution to urban music will soon 
be recognized.

The NYC City Council recently ap-
proved the street co-naming of a portion 
of Sedgwick Avenue as HipHop Boule-
vard, permanently establishing its role 
as the birthplace of hip hop.

The co-naming would cover the 
stretch of Sedgwick Avenue, which 
runs parallel, north and south, to the 
Major Deegan Expressway and the 
Harlem River, from Depot Place to 1520 
Sedgwick Avenue, an apartment build-
ing that is considered the birthplace of 
hip hop, located less than a mile away 
from the River Park Towers.

The Sedgwick Avenue high rise was 
dubbed the birthplace of hip hop after 
resident Clive Campbell, later known as 
DJ Kool Herc, held a house concert and 
a back-to-school party in the building’s 
recreation center for his sister, Cindy, 
on August 11, 1973.

The ceremony will include a sign 
reading ‘Hip Hop Boulevard’ being 
placed in front of 1520 Sedgwick Av-
enue, making passersby aware of the 
building’s signifi cance.

The Hip Hop Boulevard designation 
has received support from Windows of 
Hip Hop, a non-profi t, Bronx-based eco-
nomic development project which pro-
motes the educational and historical 
perspective of hip hop.

 The organization’s goal is to create 
a state of the art, fully interactive, edu-
cational institution dedicated to hip hop 
in the borough. 

Along with the street co-naming, 
WOHH hopes to open either a hip hop 
museum or a hip hop educational cam-

Sedgwick Ave. is now 
‘Hip Hop Boulevard’

pus in the near future.
Earlier this month, WOHH was hon-

ored by Borough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr. during the inaugural Elements 
Awards for their hip hop activism at 
1779 Webster Avenue.

Other hip hop pioneers from the 
area, including Grandmaster Caz, 
Melle Mel and DJ Grand Wizard Theo-
dore, as well as members from the hip 
hop awareness group Zulu Nation, are 
all supporting the renaming. 

“This is a great way to acknowledge 
the Bronx as the birthplace of hip hop 
and highlight the building where the 
genre is believed to have originated,” 
said Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson, 
referring to 1520 Sedgwick Avenue. 
“The Bronx is resurgent and resilient 
- and this showed in the hip hop mu-
sic that was being created during that 
time.”

“It is important that we recognize 
the borough, hip hop and its pioneers 
- and what better way to spread aware-
ness on this history by renaming this 
stretch of Sedgwick Avenue in honor of 
this movement,” she added.

According to Councilwoman Gib-
son, Mayor de Blasio is expected to hold 
a public hearing on Thursday, Febru-
ary 25 in the Blue Room of City Hall, 
where he will offi cially sign the street 
co-naming legislation.

“There is no Drake, there is no 
Kanye, there is no Kendrick Lamar 
without the hard work of those on Sed-
wick Avenue in the 1970s. Hip hop was 
born in the Bronx, on Sedgwick Ave-
nue, and the street being recognized as 
‘Hip Hop Boulevard’ is a great way to 
honor the genre’s pioneers,” Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr. said.

Councilwoman Gibson stands in front of 1520 Sedgwick Avenue, which is believed by many 
to be the birthplace of hip hop. Photo courtesy of Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson’s offi ce
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
(The following letter was 

sent to President Obama.)
Dear President Barack 

Obama,
As the elected President of 

the United States of America 
you have the constitutional 
authority to make ‘recess ap-
pointments’ of judges while 
the U.S. Senate is not in ses-
sion.

Thus, I urge you to exercise 
your constitutional powers 
before Monday February 22 by 
making an appointment to the 
Supreme Court of the United 
States to replace the late Jus-
tice, Antonin Scalia.

The U.S. Senate leader-
ship has shown their hands 
and has pledged to say “No” to 
anyone that you nominate, re-
gardless of his/her qualifi ca-
tions. We’ve all been through 
this before.

So please, President Obama, 
save us the 3 to 6 months of fu-
tile media coverage of another 
long, drawn-out Senate confi r-
mation process.

Let us use those months to 
instead focus the public’s atten-
tion on global climate change, 
campaign fi nance reform, im-
migration, and other issues 
where some progress can be 
perhaps be made without the 
guaranteed gridlock and road-
blocks that are the Senate con-
fi rmation hearings.

Raphael Schweizer

Slaughterhouse
clarification

Dear editor,
The opposition to Vivero 

Macca Market is not the 
business, or its hard-work-
ing employees but its loca-
tion. Van Nest is a residen-
tial neighborhood made up of 
two- and three-family homes 
with a few apartment build-
ings. Vivero’s location is on 
the main business thorough-
fare of Morris Park Avenue. 

The opposition to Vivero 
has also been painted as a 
racial issue. 

The customers that pur-
chase there are not just Mus-
lims but Spanish, black and 
white! 

Why does everyone pull 
out the race card when Mus-
lims are involved? 

Fact: No matter how hard 
Vivero tries, the nature of 
this business will always 

have the smell of animals, 
feces and blood. It is the na-
ture of this business. That is 
why this business should be 
in an industrial location just 
as auto body businesses are 
located in non-residential lo-
cations i.e., Stillwell Avenue 
off of Eastchester Road and 
the meat-packing district in 
Manhattan.

Fact: If I owned prop-
erty next to this location, 
or across the street or down 
the block, I’m sure my prop-
erty’s resale value would 
be greatly affected. If you 
owned property there first, 
and later, Vivero opened 
up across the street or next 
store, would you oppose it? 
Is this fair to home owners 
who live right there?

Fact: The gateway to Van 
Nest is 180th Street train sta-
tion. People make a left turn; 
walk down towards White 
Plains Road and are taken 
back when they have to pass 
this slaughterhouse. What a 
great welcome into our com-
munity. 

Spring time brings school 
groups who are horrified 
when having to pass this 
place. I have personally 
stopped and watched this 
happen more than once.

Fact: If there is a slight 
breeze in the air, you can 
smell the animal, feces and 
blood smell on Van Nest Av-
enue. If you turn onto Gar-
field Street, it gets stronger 
and the breeze just carries 
throughout. This is now, in 
the wintertime. In the hot 
days of summer, it is even 
worse.  

Fact: If Vivero was to 
open a second location on 
Morris Park by Lurting or 
Paulding avenues, do you 
think there would be exten-
sive opposition because of 
these same facts listed here? 
If other locations would op-
pose it, why should Van Nest 
accept it?

The smell of the E&V 
Bread Bakery throughout 
Van Nest is pleasant! The 
smell from Vivero is of-
fensive and no community 
should accept this as okay.

This type of business 
does not belong in any res-
idential neighborhood. It 
does not belong in Van Nest. 
If you agree respond to this 
column or post on our Face-
book page.

Bernadette Ferrara

President, Van Nest 

Neighborhood Alliance

Appoint Supreme 

Court Judge

A humane
scorecard

Dear editor,
On behalf of the Humane 

Society Legislative Fund and 
our many members and con-
stituents in the 16th Congres-
sional District in New York, I 
commend Congressman Eliot 
Engel for his leadership and 
support of animal welfare is-
sues considered by Congress.

Engel received a perfect 
score of 100+ on the Humane 
Scorecard for 2015. The con-
gressman is a lead sponsor of 
the Global Anti-Poaching Act 
to support anti-poaching ef-
forts, strengthen the capacity 
of partner countries to coun-
ter wildlife traffi cking, desig-
nate major wildlife traffi ck-
ing countries, strengthen law 
enforcement tools by applying 
provisions of the federal crim-
inal code concerning money 
laundering and racketeering 
to wildlife traffi cking viola-
tions, and make other needed 
reforms.

The full Humane Score-
card is available at www.hslf.
org.

Sara Amundson

Waste of our
tax dollars

Dear editor,
Drip, drip, drip your tax dol-

lars are going down the drain.  
Have you seen all the ‘Don’t Let 
Tax, Water, Or Repair Charges 
Come Between You and Your 
Property’ full page ads in your 
daily and weekly neighborhood 
newspapers?

Even worse, was the 100-
page recent supplement which 
appeared in the New York 
Daily News on Wednesday, 
February 10. It lists line by line 
the name of every New Yorker 
who owes real estate tax wa-
ter sewer, emergency repair or 
other property - related charges 
“the City of New York may sell 
a lien on your property” adver-
tisement. Is this the best way 
the NYC Departments of Fi-
nance, Environmental Protec-
tion along with Housing Pres-
ervation and Development can 
spend taxpayers dollars?

Why can’t all three agencies 
compare their respective lists 
of people who owe money with 
those fi ling city and state tax 
returns? Surely the technology 
exists to place a lien on any tax 
refunds? You could also extend 
citizens the courtesy of a tele-

phone call or letter or email in-
forming them of their overdue 
obligations.

What’s next, will the city 
send out marshals to serve sub-
poenas?

Larry Penner

More money
to spend

Dear editor,
Tom Allon article “Time for 

elected offi cials to fi x this city 
up” (BTR February 5-11 2016) 
states us taxpayers should be 
more than willing to support a 
gas tax increase to fund the re-
building of our infrastructure.  
Taxpayer to Allon: “we’re not 
willing”. There is no argument 
that New York State’s infra-
structure is in need of repair.  
According to information pub-
lished by the federal Depart-
ment of Transportation, 6,775 
of New York’s 17,442 bridges, or 
roughly 39 percent, are “struc-
turally defi cient” or “function-
ally obsolete.”

No thanks to our elected of-
fi cials, New Yorkers pay the 
highest state and local taxes 
in the nation.  On gas alone we 
pay 70 cents per gallon plus an 
additional federal tax of 18.4 
cents per gallon.  I am sure our 
representatives in Washington 
are also chafi ng at the bit to 
raise the federal tax rate.  

Allon wants us to cough up 
another 25 cents per gallon to 
give Albany “a bountiful sup-
ply of funds to begin the impor-
tant work of rebuilding New 
York”.  Hog wash!

The gas tax is a user tax.  We 
buy gas, pay the tax with the 
understanding that the funds 
go into a dedicated fund for in-
frastructure. Not in Albany. 
That money is siphoned off for 
other purposes.     

As reported in Comptrol-
ler Tom Di Napoli recent au-
dit, $3.8 billion was collected 
from the gas tax, of which only 
$836 million went to road proj-
ects.  Almost $3 billion was 
swept into the state’s general 
fund.  We taxpayers have paid 
billions in taxes and fees into a 
fund that was created to keep 
our roads and bridges in good 
repair, only to see it wasted.

Do you really think Al-
lon’s proposed 25 cents a gal-
lon boost will go to rebuilding 
the infrastructure?  What our 
elected offi cials need instead of 
more of our money, is more fi s-
cal discipline.  It is sorely lack-
ing in Albany.

Carl J. Cannizzaro
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On seasonal and everything  
else — every day.

BJs.com/terms.

 
E E E E . Our doors are open and we can’t 

wait to meet you. Expect great things. Every day. Our 
commitment to you is huge. And making you happy is  
our most important job.

Because at BJ’s, you’re  than a customer.  
You’re a Member. And we have a responsibility to give you 
our best. And smart ideas. Like helpful tips and convenient 
one-stop shopping to make your life easier.

 is here in the Bronx. And we know that you’re  
than ready for it.

AM PM

AM PM 
Visit BJs.com/bronx

2% back on most in-Club and BJs.com purchases. 
Save $20 and get 2 FREE bonus months! Save $10 and get 2 FREE bonus months! 

0 88300 01724 9

E
To activate, please bring this Pass to the Member Services Desk before you shop. 

BJs.com/terms
Valid for in-Club purchases only

15% non-member surcharge

Expires: 1/31/16

bronx,

E
Many in  

supermarket sizes.

E
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Expires: 3/6/16.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
No one is as psyched up for 

the upcoming Throggs Neck 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade as the 
grand marshals and honored 
clergy. 

The cherished parade in 
Throggs Neck celebrating the 
patron saint of Ireland and 
all things Irish will step off at 
noon on Sunday, March 13 at 
Lafayette and East Tremont 
avenues. 

When it does, it will pay 
high honors to three grand 
marshals and an honored 
clergy member. 

The all-volunteer parade 
committee chose community 
leaders Noreen and David 
Kilkenny as its grand mar-
shals and Father Christopher 
Devron, a Jesuit priest who is 
Fordham Prep’s president, as 
honored clergy. 

The Kilkennys, who live in 
Waterbury-LaSalle, are very 
involved in the St. Raymond’s 
Gaelic Football Club, where 
they celebrate Irish heritage 
and sports at the youth league. 
They march under the club’s 
banner every year. 

Noreen Kilkenny said that 

TN Parade honors Irish pride
it’s great to see children of all 
nationalities play Gaelic foot-
ball and march in the parade. 

David added that the pa-
rade serves as a way to reunite 
all of the children prior to the 
start of the season in April. 

“Our kids deserve our time 
and deserve our attention, he 
said. “They should be out in 
the sun and having fun.” 

David Kilkenny said that 
he has fond memories of grow-
ing up in Ireland in County 
Sligo, and that his heritage 
plays an important role in his 
everyday  life. 

The Kilkenny’s are also 
very involved in St. Theresa 
Parish and the Chippewa 
Democratic Club. 

Noreen Kilkenny called 
the parade the heralding of 
spring, and said that she hopes 
that the religious aspect of the 
parade, which will include a 
Mass for the marchers before 
they line up, is truly remem-
bered.  

Father Devron, who started 
his teaching career at Cardi-
nal Spellman High School, 
said that this would be his fi rst 
year attending the parade.  

“I feel honored not only 
for me but for Fordham Prep, 
which has a 175-year-old tra-
dition of scholarship in the 
Bronx,” said Devron. “It is a 
place where many Irish-Amer-
ican immigrants in the Bronx 
have come to see their lives 
transformed.” 

His participation in the pa-
rade comes with all of Ford-
ham Prep’s tradition and his-
tory in the community, he 
said. 

“I had heard about this pa-
rade but never had the oppor-
tunity to attend,” said Devron. 
“I think for me personally 
just given my own love for 
the Bronx and what it repre-
sents in my own formation as 
a teacher and educator, I am 
very happy to be a part of it.” 

The parade committee also 
selected more than a dozen 
honorary grand marshals, no-
table people from the commu-
nity who passed away during 
the past year, according to the 
committee. 

Honorary grand marshals 
include: Margaret Babcock, 
Carol Boyle, Monica Burns, 
John Byrne, Charlie Capezuti, 

Robert Connolly, Dan Cotter, 
Ann Devany, Elizabeth Kelle-
her, Thomas Laughlin, Mi-
chael ‘Mickey’ Martz, John 
Mullins, Joseph Murphy, Te-
resa O’Hara, Daniel O’Shea, 
George Peragine, Benny 
Randazzo and Anthony Ric-

cardella. 
As is the case every year, 

a reviewing stand will be lo-
cated towards the end of the 
parade route, at Harding and 
East Tremont avenues. 

Thousands are expected to 
line the parade route. 

Noreen and David Kilkenny 
 Photo courtesy of St. Patrick’s Parade Committee
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Serving Breakfast and Lunch Buffet From 5am - Midnight Daily
We Are Open 24 HOurS - 7 DAyS A Week

1790 Eastchester Road, Bronx, NY 10461
Across From Einstein Hospital

718-684-2774 • 718-684-2745 • 718-684-2776

FREE Delivery  FREE Curbside Pick-Up
Text Your Orders To 347-852-7480

Welcome To 
monTe Grab and Go Upscale GoUrmeT markeT
Catering is Our speCialty Featuring CheF pat 

(Formerly oF beckWiTh poinT)

Breakfast or 
Lunch Buffet 

10%Off
Valid With This Coupon
Minimum $10 Purchase

Catering 
15%Off

Valid With This Coupon 
Minimum $100 Order
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#1 Studio For The Past 35 Years!
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPIONS!

www.fancyfeet.com

NOW REGISTERING FOR OUR FALL CLASSES

Monday–Friday, 3:00–9:00pm
Saturday, 9:00–6:00pm

Unionport Road
1306 Unionport RD

Castle Hill
Parkchester Area

347-691-3443

Crosby Avenue
1628 Crosby Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461
718-824-1981

Allerton Avenue
1295 Allerton Avenue

Bronx, NY 10469
718-405-5136

CLASSES IN: NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPION COMPETITION TEAM!
WE’RE #1 WITH MOMS!

ABT, MTV, 
Broadway and Dance Companies

Only

Get social!

VISIT US AT 
ONE OF OUR 
3 LOCATIONS

Nobody Does it Like Fancy Feet!

Register online at

www.fancyfeet.com
It’s quick and easy!

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
One Bronxite is taking 

his devotion to his favorite 
artist to the next level.

Seventeen-year-old su-
perfan Ruben Germosen of 
Fordham, is working tire-
lessly to get his idol, singer-
songwriter ‘Prince Royce’ in-
ducted into the Bronx Walk 
of Fame. 

The Bronx is the only bor-
ough to have a walk of fame. 

Today, 90 Bronxites who 
have made it big grace the 
walk, including Rita Moreno, 
Fat Joe, Regis Philbin and 
Tony Orlando. 

Young Germosen sees 
Royce, a Bronx born-and-
bred self-made star as the 
perfect addition. 

Geoffrey Royce Rojas, now 
known as ‘Prince Royce’,  
has topped the US Billboard 
Latin Albums and Tropical 
Albums charts. 

Royce Rojas also received 
three awards at the Bill-
board Latin Music Awards 
in 2011, and is currently 
signed with Sony Music En-
tertainment.

The Dominican, Spanish-
speaking crooner, recently 
told his story and gave some 
words of wisdom to kids who 
are in the same position he 
was in as a kid, at the Urban 
Assembly Bronx Academy of 
Letters on Morris Avenue in 
Grand Concourse.

“He always comes back to 
the Bronx, he loves his bor-
ough,” said Germosen with 
tangible excitement, “He 
comes to the Bronx for his 
albums, he comes back and 
gives advice... we [fans] need 
to fi nd a way to help him get 
this award and show him we 
appreciate it.”

Ruben has written letters 

Superfan pushes idol for Walk of Fame
to Borough President Ruben 
Diaz, Jr. and has assembled 
social media accounts to 
gain momentum for the Walk 
of Fame movement. 

He has also started a peti-
tion in support of Royce. 

“He reps the Bronx and 
really cares about his peo-
ple,” said Germoson, recall-
ing that the last time Royce 
was in the Bronx to visit his 
family, he took the bus and 
train to get around, rather 
than take a car like most ce-
lebrities.

In contrast with many 
other Bronx-bred celebrities, 
like J.Lo, who got out of the 
Bronx as soon as she gained 
fame, the singer continues to 
stay true to his roots. 

Royce may get his humble 
ways from his mother, who 
hasn’t changed her lifestyle 
due to her son’s success. 

She still lives in the 
Bronx and owns a west Har-
lem beauty salon, where she 
intends to keep working.

For now, young Geoffrey 
awaits this year’s Bronx 
Walk of Fame nomination 
list, keeping his fi ngers 
crossed for his role model. 

He [Prince 
Royce] comes to 
the Bronx for his 
albums, he comes 

back and gives 
advice.

Ruben Germosen

Ruben Germosen (r) with his idol, singer Prince Royce. 
 Courtesy of Ruben Germosen
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REGISTER TODAY AT
jsendra@rhfunding.com

Exit Realty Search
3928 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465

Business Phone: 347-202-4965  Fax: 347-202-4966
www.exitrealtysearch.com

Benny Diasparra / Broker / OwnerExit Realty Search

Jacqueline Sendra Presents: 

HOME BUYING 101

MILDRED VALENTIN
646-957-4648

SHANE ROSSI
718-530-5219

ENRIQUE JOSEF
917-575-4830

BRYANT MERO
917-327-7870

SINGLE FAMILY
3 bed, 3 bath

469 Minnieford Ave., City Island

$574,900

AGENT OF THE MONTH FOR

January

LISA CROCE
917-361-4077

FEATURED PROPERTY OTHER FEATURED AGENTS

Mortgage Lingo

The Pre-Approval Process

Renting vs. Buying

How to Get Qualifi ed How

Credit Scores

Work Types of Loans

First Time Homebuyers

Special Programs

...and more!

WHAT YOU’LL LEARN:

Everything You Need To Know About Buying A Home

This is not a commitment to lend. All rates, fees and loan terms are subject to a formal loan application, credit risk, and appraisal evaluation and other lending criteria. Programs, rates, terms and conditions are 
subject to change without notice. Other restrictions may apply. Licensed by NJ Department of Banking and Insurance & NY Dept. of Financial Services- NMLS # 34973.

Celebration
3470 E. Tremont Ave.
Bronx, NY 10465

Saturday, February 20, 2016

10:00am—12:00pm

FREE!

Where:

When:

Time:

Price:

Join Residential Home Funding on February 20th,
at Celebration, as we guide you through the home
buying process! In this FREE seminar, we’re going
to teach you the ins-and-outs of buying a home.
in addition to answering your burning questions 
about mortgages, we’ll have a vast array of
experts present including:

Susan Belese
NMLS #1315455 | Mortgage Loan Originator

(908) 763-1189 | SBelese@rhfunding.com
Residential Home Funding Corp.
6901 Jericho Turnpike, Suite 219

Syosset, NY 11791

Sponsored by

FREE GIFTFOR FIRST 15
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                 Saturday March 19th, 6 pm- 10 pm at Preston High School                      2780 Schurz Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 

Traditional card party- plus a designer handbag category, mystery money boxes, and NEW this year an 
exclusive designer items only basket category.  Grand Prize category includes 4 park hopper passes to Walt 
Disney World.  

’ !

Tables seat 10 and can be purchased with our Early Bird Special for $200 each. Individual tickets and any 
tickets purchased after 3/1 will be $25 each. Ticket Price includes: snacks, soda, coffee, and dessert. Plus, 
each person will receive an entry for a special table door prize raffle. Feel free to bring in your own 
beverages, food, or snacks. Please send in your ticket request, along with your check or money order to: 

                                                          Preston High School Advancement Office 
2780 Schurz Avenue 

Bronx, NY 10465 
Or purchase online at: prestonmasquerade.eventbrite.com 

Tickets are limited so be sure and purchase yours soon before they are sold out! 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Its name may sound limit-

ing, but its menu tells quite a 
different story.

Lettuce Eat, a food estab-
lishment located at 1633 Crosby 
Avenue, is quickly proving that 
the business is more than just 
an everyday salad bar.

The eatery held its grand 
opening and ribbon cutting 
ceremony on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 6, when the Lettuce Eat 
staff created a wide selection 

Lettuce Eat doesn’t stop at salads
of dishes for its eager fi rst-day 
customers.

Included on its menu are 
burgers, wraps, hot dogs and 
even breakfast options such as 
egg platters, omelettes and pan-
cakes.

And don’t forget the selec-
tion of over 20 milkshake fl a-
vors and different choices of 
iced and hot coffee, tea and 
other soft drinks.

The journey to starting a 
successful business in Pelham 

Bay wasn’t easy for owner 
Wendy Marino, who tried to 
purchase a property on the 
same block and transform 
it into a restaurant in early 
2011.

The deal eventually fell 
through, however, before Ma-
rino was presented with the 
opportunity to purchase 1633 
Crosby Avenue. 

After purchasing the prop-
erty in August of last year, 
Marino renovated the vacant 
storefront. 

“The best part of this ex-
perience has been seeing the 
smile on my customers’ faces 
and making them happy when 
I make their favorite dish,” said 
Marino, originally a native of 
Charlotte, NC, who moved to 
the Bronx in 1989 and has lived 
here ever since.

“It’s not about the money for 
me - it’s about providing for the 
customers as well as the neigh-
borhood and satisfying them,” 
Marino said. “This makes me 
so happy - I love connecting 
with others and I just hope I’m 
able to continue to serve this 
community.”

Marino, whose son Daniel is 

“her right-hand man” behind 
the counter and in the kitchen, 
has worked previous restau-
rant jobs as a waitress in Man-
hattan, as well as the Paulding 

Restaurant (now Doyle’s Pub). 
She also has experience in 

catering. She worked for her 
cousin’s Connecticut-based ca-
tering company.

(l-r) Daniel Marino, Alexis Diaz, Ana Kay, Wendy Marino, Jerry Kontonaris 
and Tommy Novellino in front of Lettuce Eat during their grand opening. 
 Photo by Robert Benimoff

Marino fi nally has her own eating establishment on Crosby Avenue after 
a previous deal fi ve years ago fell through. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
A renowned City Island 

restaurant served as host to 
a Golden Globe winning actor 
starring in a new television 
cable series.

Artie’s Steak and Seafood 
located at 394 City Island Ave-
nue, will be featured in an up-
coming episode of the television 
series, ‘Billions’ which fi lmed a 
scene featuring co-star, Damian 
Lewis dining at the eatery.

This new Showtime series 
follows actor Paul Giamatti as 
U.S. Attorney Chuck Rhoades 
pursuing Lewis’ hedge fund 
king character, Bobby ‘Axe’ 
Axelrod, in a battle between 
two powerful fi gures.

Spiros Chagares, Artie’s 
owner, said the scene sees 
Lewis’ character enjoy-
ing shrimp and scallop over 
glazed tomatoes with a glass 
of red wine as he listens to a 
musician performing a hu-
morous Italian song.

Artie’s owner said the 
scene will appear in the se-
ries’ seventh episode titled 
‘The Punch’ slated to air on 
Sunday, February 28 at 10 p.m. 
on Showtime.

He added an additional 

‘Billions’ fi lmed at City Island’s Artie’s 
scene was shot outside in the 
restaurant’s parking lot, but it 
does not contain any exterior 
shots of the eatery. 

Previously, two episodes of 
the VH1 reality television se-
ries, ‘Basketball Wives’ were 
fi lmed at this restaurant.

Producers from ‘Billions’ 
reached out to Chagares to 
ask for his permission to fi lm 
there.

The restaurant owner said 
he heard of ‘Billions’ prior to 
the producer’s call because he 
is a fan of both Giamatti and 
Lewis’ work. 

The fi lm shoot, which  took 
place on a Tuesday last No-
vember, began at 7 a.m. with 
the crew entering Artie’s to 
prep it for the shoot.

Chagares explained the 
crew altered the restaurant’s 
appearance to fi t what they en-
visioned for the scene.

The crew removed booths, 
placed checked table clothes 
over every table, changed mir-
rors and lighting and replaced 
the Artie’s artwork and vases 
with their own for the scene.

“It was a little nerve rack-
ing to see them come in and 
moving everything, but they 

were very careful and did an 
excellent job,” said Chagares.

Once the restaurant was 
fully prepared, the crew 
called in a bus fi lled with ex-
tras dressed as waiters, wait-
resses and guests to appear in 
the scene.

“There were over 200 peo-
ple here just to shoot a few 
minutes of the show,” said 
Chagares. “We were all very 
excited to be a apart of this 
and enjoyed every minute.” 

The scene featuring Lewis 
was fi lmed inside Artie’s main 
dining hall and took four 
hours to shoot, he added.

Artie’s chefs were on-site 
preparing meals for the cast 
and crew during the fi lm 
shoot.

“Both the crew and Lewis 
really enjoyed dining on our 
shrimp and scallops over 
glazed tomatoes,” he noted.

The fi lming lasted all day. 
After wrapping up, 

Chagares, Laura Vanden-
berge, Artie’s general man-
ager and restaurant staff had 
the opportunity to meet the 
‘Billions’ co-star.

“We met Damian Lewis 
afterwards and he was very 

gracious to all of us,” said 
Chagares. “He spoke about the 
show and took photos with ev-
eryone.”

This episode of ‘Billions’ 
will also be viewable on Show-
time’s website, www.sho.com/
sho/billions/home.

‘Billions’ co-star Damian Lewis (r) takes a break from fi lming to pose with 
Artie’s owner Spiros Chagares and Artie’s general manager Laura Van-
denberge. Photo courtesy of Morris Gut Reactions
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VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org

Volunteer. Be a Big Apple Greeter
As a Big Apple Greeter, I get to show visitors where I grew up in the 
Bronx - up by Fordham Road – and places I love – like around Yankee 
Stadium and Arthur Avenue, the real “Little Italy” with great 
restaurants.

My visitors get a true view of New York. I get to hang out with terrific 
people and show off my city. Best of all, it’s free!

Support Big Apple Greeter
Go to www.bigapplegreeter.org #TrueBigApple

Mathew Dallas
Big Apple Greeter

Bronx

SHOW 
THE WORLD

NEW YORK’S 

TRUE 
CHARACTER

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A principal who helped 

found a Baychester public 
school in 2011 has dedicated 
himself to attracting new tal-
ent to the teaching profession. 

Shawn Mangar, the young 
administrator at Baychester 
Middle School at John Philip 
Sousa recently appeared in a 
subway advertisement for New 
York City Teaching Fellows, 
part of an ongoing effort to re-
cruit new qualifi ed teachers to 
the profession.

NYCTF, which launched 
Mangar’s career in education, 
seeks to attract potential teach-
ers who may have had success-
ful careers in other fi elds and 
who now  looking to give back 
in a different way. 

The advertisements featur-
ing principal Mangar can be 
found around the mass transit 
system, and include mention 
of the fact that he was a legis-
lative aide prior to becoming a 
teacher and a principal. 

He had interned for an 
elected offi cial and a political 
organization in Connecticut 
and Washington D.C., respec-
tively, he said. 

Mangar, a Williamsbridge 

Baychester principal in recruitment ad
native who grew up near East 
233th Street and White Plains 
Road, endorsed NYCTF, but 
also supports the idea of get-
ting new teachers with fresh 
perspectives into the class-
room through a variety of dif-
ferent stategies. 

“I think that there a lot of 
good teaching programs, but 
I think (NYCTF) is…always 
striving to get better,” he said. 
“It is very refl ective in terms of 
accepting feedback and always 
looking to become better every 
single year.” 

In addition to being a 
NYCTF graduate, Mangar has 
also served as a mentor for 
other new teachers, helping to 
prepare new educators for the 
classroom, he said. 

He got his start at Truman 
High School in Co-op City in 
2004, where he learned a lot 
from his principal and was suc-
cessful in having a high per-
centage of students achieve pro-
fi ciency on standardized tests. 

After a three-year stint as a 
special education lead teacher 
at a Brooklyn school and at 
another in Wisconsin, he said 
that he began to aspire to be a 
part of an educational start up. 

After a couple of years of 
planning with others, he be-
came founding principal of 
BMS, he said, stressing what 
sets the school apart is its holis-
tic approach to education.  

“(Our committee) would 
meet, plan and think about 
what would be a great school 
for students, parents and teach-
ers,” said Mangar about the 
BMS founding. 

Founding the school in the 
northeast Bronx afforded Man-
gar the opportunity to come 
back and work with students 

from communities near where 
he grew up. 

BMS focuses on collabora-
tion among adults, and provid-
ing a safe and secure environ-
ment that makes students want 
to be in school, he said.

The school also features 
an advisory program at the 
start of every day where adults 
‘check in’ with children before 
educational instruction oc-
curs, he said. 

Shauna Hart, NYCTF pro-
gram director, stated that the 

program was excited to fea-
ture Mangar in its subway ad-
vertisements and celebrate 
his contributions to excellent 
teaching.  “Shawn, as a special 
education teacher and found-
ing principal of Baychester 
Middle School, has dedicated 
his career to educating the 
students of the Bronx,” stated 
Hart. “Shawn represents the 
diversity of teaching fellows, 
having become a teacher after 
working in nonprofi t, govern-
ment and business sectors.”  

Shawn Mangar, the founding principal of Baychester Middle School, re-
cently appeared in a subway recruitment advertisement for New York 
City Teaching Fellows. Photo courtesy of Shawn Mangar

Shawn represents 
the diversity of 

teaching fellows, 
having become 
a teacher after 

working in nonprofi t, 
government and 
business sectors.

Shauna Hart
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Andrea’s 
Dance

Studio

904 Morris Park Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10469
(718) 597-9869

andreasdancestudio.com

Summer Performing Arts Day Camp
Monday thru Thursday July 11th- August 11th 

*Girls and Boys Welcome*

Acting/Singing - Arts and Crafts - Dance Parties
with “End of Summer Performance”

Option 1:(includes Breakfast)

8:00am- 1:00pm
Sign Up Weekly -$175 per week

Option 5:

Sign up Weekly-$165 per week

Option 2:(includes Breakfast)

Option 4:(includes Breakfast)
8:00am-1:00pm

Sign up for the full 5 Weeks- $160 per week

Option 6:

Sign up for the full 5 Weeks- $150 per week

attends except for Thursdays!

Registration Fees: $25 per child $15 for former students

FOR A 5% DISCOUNT! 
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COMMUNITY
CHIROPRATIC

of Throggs Neck

Kenneth P. Gonoud D.C.

Trigger Point Injections

We Treat:
Acute and Chronic Pain, Back and Neck Pain

Headaches and Migraines, Sciatica and Pinched Nerves
Arthritis, Knee and Shoulder Pain

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Five unsung community 

leaders will be honored at an 
upcoming 45th Precinct Com-
munity Council tradition. 

On Thursday, February 
4, the council announced 
fi ve local leaders who will be 
honored at their fi fth annual 
community breakfast.

This year’s honorees in-
clude Church of God’s Chil-
dren Archbishop Angel Rosa-
rio, Bronx Clergy Task Force 
CEO; Lynn Gerbino Throggs 
Neck Homeowners Associa-
tion president; Hannah Acom-
pora, Westchester Square 
Civic Association secretary; 
Fr. Robert Grippo, former St. 
Theresa Church pastor now 
serving on the Archdiocese 
of New York’s Making All 
Things New advisory council; 
Brenda Prohaska, City Island 
Community Center president 
and Al Carena, Spencer Estate 
Civic Association president.

“Every year the council 
goes to great lengths to fi nd 
people who really exemplify 
the community and work 
closely with local law enforce-
ment,” said John Doyle, coun-
cil board member.  

45th Precinct CC to honor 5 leaders

Bob Beider, 45th Precinct 
Community Council presi-
dent, further elaborated that 
each honoree represents their 
community which they have 
selfl essly aided throughout 
the years.

In addition, these leaders 

have worked hand in hand 
with the 45th Precinct to help 
keep their neighborhoods 
safe. 

“These folks are the best 
of the best that their respec-
tive communities have to of-
fer and they do so much with-
out receiving anything in 
return,” said Beider.

Beider noted the cultural 
diversity of the 45th Pre-
cinct’s service area and how 
this annual breakfast serves 
to connect everyone.

“This breakfast is a great 
opportunity for everyone 
from different neighborhoods 
within our precinct to come to-
gether, break bread and honor 
the many men and women who 
give so much of themselves to 
help,” he shared.

A Throggs Neck resident 
for nearly 41 years, Gerbino 
said her extensive resume in-
cludes serving as the Bronx 
Times editor-in-chief from 
the late 1980s to early 1990s, a 
coach for Throggs Neck Girls 
Softball League, a Fort Schuy-
ler House committee board 
member, a girl scout leader 
for St. Frances de Chantal, 
acting chief of staff for the 

late Councilwoman Madeline 
Provenzano and chief of staff 
for former Assemblyman Ste-
phen Kaufman.

Gerbino added she served 
as an organizer for Throggs 
Neck’s St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade for the last 18 years and 
was part of a committee that 
were instrumental in getting 
a September 11, 2001 memo-
rial constructed near Engine 
72. 

Born and raised in City Is-
land, Prohaska said her work 

includes PTA fundraising for 
P.S. 175, fundraising for CICC, 
working as a Part of the Solu-
tion family club coordinator, 
participating in beach clean 
up days around the island and 
Orchard Beach in addition to 
participating in the Ameri-
can Cancer Society’s Mak-
ing Strides Against Breast 
Cancer Bronx Walk with her 
group, ‘Team Rose’.

For 33 years, Carena pro-
tected the Bronx as an offi cer 
in the 41st and 42nd precincts 
and as an offi cer in the Police 
Benevolent Association. 

In addition to his role as 
SECA president, he is presi-
dent of Morris Park Kiwanis 
Club which provides food to lo-
cal families in need and is an 
adjunct criminal justice pro-
fessor at John Jay College.  

The 45th Precinct Com-
munity Council’s breakfast 
is slated for Wednesday, May 
11 from 8:30 to 11 a.m. at Villa 
Barone Manor.

The event will feature a 
$15 donation fee to pay for the 
breakfast’s expenses.

For tickets and more in-
formation, contact Beider at 
(718) 828-4400.

Lynn Gerbino, Throggs Neck Hom-
eowners Association president, is 
one of fi ve honorees nominated 
by the 45th Precinct Community 
Council for their service to the 
community. 
 Photo courtesy of Lynn Gerbino

Brenda Prohaska, City Island Com-
munity Center president, will be 
recognized for her various contri-
butions to the community. 
 Photo by Ron Turner
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DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE SUN-THURS

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU
ON-LINE AT: WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

HOME OF THE AGED
BLACK ANGUS

STEAK
18oz Rib Eye
12oz Filet Mignon
16oz Shell Steak

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR PARTY ROOM.
We Now Have Parking In Our New Lot!  In The Service 

Station On The Corner Of Gerber and East Tremont

All You Can Eat $1995

Sunday Brunch
Buffet

German & Seafood Specials Daily

NEW ENTERTAIMENT 
AT THE WICKED WOLF

THURSDAY NIGHT at 9pm
Peter McKiernan

On guitar

FRIDAY NIGHT AT 11PM
DJ Big Town Productions

SATURDAY NIGHT
at 11pm

Control Z

THIS WEEK’S ENTERTAINMENT

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

SUNDAY EVENING AT 9PM
Karaoke
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
A new generation of volunteers 

were formally honored for their ser-
vice to the community.

This past Tuesday, Community 
Board 10 recognized select Bronx youth 
who have stepped up to the plate.

Five Yankees Youth Leadership 
Awards recipients from CB 10 were 
honored during the board’s Tuesday, 
February 16 Youth Services and Edu-
cation Committee meeting held at 3165 
E. Tremont Avenue.

The honorees included high school 
seniors Alyssa Velazquez, Rachel Hall, 
Samantha Omolaiye, Adalis Lopez 
and Shaquille Henry who were each 
awarded $750 scholarship checks.

These youth leaders will also re-
ceive  on-fi eld recognition during a 
pre-game ceremony at Yankee Sta-
dium at one of the Bronx Bombers’ 
games this season.

Born and raised in Throggs Neck, 
Velazquez is a Preston High School se-
nior who devotes her spare time to as-
sisting those in need.

As a Bronxchester Challenger 
League volunteer, Velazquez enjoys 
guiding children with autism through 
learning how to play baseball while 
teaching them social skills.

“There was one child who wouldn’t 
look at or speak to me when we fi rst 
met, but after I began teaching him 
about baseball he really started to 
open up,” she said.

In addition, she assists sixth, sev-
enth and eighth graders prepare for 
their high school journey by serving 
as a teacher’s assistant for Preston’s 
Project Prepare.

Velazquez dreams of becoming a 
physics teacher and is looking at Ford-
ham University.

Hall, a Monsignor Scanlan High 
School senior lives on White Plains 
Road and is the vice president of her 
school’s student council assisting with 
dances and various academic events.

Accepted into Dominican College, 

Hall wants to study business manage-
ment in hopes of one day opening her 
own real estate agency.    

Omolaiye, a Co-op City resident and 
Truman High School senior, has vol-
unteered her time helping her parish, 
Church of God’s Children for four years 
which inspires her service to others.

“Whenever you help someone and 
you see them smile it makes you happy 
knowing that you’ve helped someone 
in need,” she said. 

The Truman High School senior as-
pires to become an attorney and has 
applied to several colleges including, 
SUNY Albany, SUNY Buffalo, John 
Jay College, Kingsborough Commu-
nity College and Queensborough Com-
munity College.

Adalis Lopez, a Thoggs Neck res-
ident attending Renaissance High 
School,  volunteers with the 45th Pre-
cinct Explorers Program and Calvary 
Hospital.

Working at S&W Supermarket as a 
cashier, Lopez said she aspires to be-
come an oncologist after volunteering 
her time working with nursing home 
residents.  

She has applied to the College of 
Staten Island, Hunter College, Lehman 
College, John Jay College and Borough 
of Manhattan Community College.

Henry, a Baychester resident and 
Westchester Square Academy senior, 
volunteers at his school’s open house 
and his parish Bronx Bethany Church 
of the Nazarene’s annual Thanksgiv-
ing community give back event.

He has been accepted into Mercy 
College, Wheelock College, and BMCC 
among others. 

“A lot of people tend to knock this 
generation, but this is next genera-
tion that is going to bring about real 
change,” said Bob Beider, CB 10 YSEE 
chairman. “Their volunteerism and 
commitment to education is nothing 
short of awe-inspiring and this shows 
what their generation is capable of 
achieving.”   

Community Board 10 honors 
NY Yankees Youth Leaders

Community Board 10 members congratulated Yankees Youth Leadership Awards recipients 
Rachel Hall (l-r), Samantha Omolaiye, Shaquille Henry, Alyssa Velazquez and Adalis Lopez 
during their Tuesday, February 16 meeting. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Price includes all costs except tax, tags, DMV fees. Used cars sold cosmetically as is. Transportation fee may apply. See dealer for details. Special offers may not be combined with any other offers. (1) For qualifi ed buyers only, 

fi nancing is subject to NMAC Tier 1 through Tier 3 credit approval. (2) On select certifi ed and pre-owned vehicles. See dealer for complete details. Offer exp. 3 days after pub.  DMV#7102098, NYC DCA Lic. #1272205

233-20 Northern Blvd, Little Neck, NY 11363 
(718) 225-6666
Showroom Hours M-F 9-8, SAT 9-6, SUN 12-4

Largest Luxury Vehicle Selection
in the Tri-State Area

AutoGalleryQueensNY.com

Stk# 240185, 8 Cyl, Auto, 44,998 mi

2010 Land Rover 
Range Rover Sport HSE
Now only $30,480

Stk# 784581, 6 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, Sunroof, Heated Seats, Rear Camera, 
52,726 mi. Text DL784581 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2013 BMW 
X6 AWD xDrive35i
Now only $37,500

Stk# 465636, 6 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, 58,913 mi. Text 
DJ465636 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2013 BMW 3 Series 
335i xDrive AWD
Now only $29,750

Stk# 347714, 8 Cyl, Auto, Back Up Camera, 21 Tire and Rim, 60,700 
mi. Text 7R347714 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2007 Cadillac 
Escalade AWD
Now only $23,700

Stk# 005554, 4 Cyl, Auto, 5,222 mi 
Text GM005554 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2016 Volkswagen 
Golf GTI S
Now only $20,480

Stk# 774077, 8 Cyl, Auto, 89,977 mi. 
Text CA774077 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2012 Mercedes-Benz 
GL-Class GL550
Now only $34,980

Stk# 498071, V6 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, Heated Seats, Pwr Sunroof, 
93,870 mi. Text 9A498071 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2009 Mercedes-Benz 
M-Class 3.5L
Now only $14,997

Stk# 562881, V6 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, Heated Seats, Pwr Sunroof, 
84,375 mi. Text AA562881 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2010 Mercedes-Benz 
M-Class ML350
Now only $19,750

Stk# 944174, V6 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, Heated Seats, Backup Camera, 
35,559 mi. Text DF944174 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2013 Mercedes-Benz 
C-Class Cpe C350
Now only $23,995

Stk# 006622, 4 Cyl, Auto, Hid Headlights, Heated Seats, Spoiler, 
30,006 mi. Text DL006622 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2013 Subaru 
Impreza WRX STI
Now only $27,995

Stk# 403827, V6 Cyl, Manuel, 17,900 mi. 
Text 9M403827 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2009 Nissan 
370Z Coupe
Now only $17,900

Stk# 801385, V6 Cyl, Auto, Cold Weather Package, Navigation, Back Up Cam-
era, 56,808 mi. Text BC801385 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2011 Nissan 
Maxima 3.5 SV
Now only $14,997

Stk# 114629, V6 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, Back Up Camera, Heated Seats, 
87,646 mi. Text 9W114629 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2009 Nissan 
Murano LE AWD
Now only $15,995

Stk# 086372, 4 Cyl, Auto, Back Up Camera, Bluetooth, Uber Ready, 
18,638 mi. Text FU086372 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2015 Toyota 
Camry 4C SE
Now only $17,450

Stk# 328188, 8 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, Pwr Sunroof, Heated Seats, 
89,091 mi. Text AA328188 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2010 Land Rover 
Range Rover HSE
Now only $25,995

Stk# 422190, 8 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, Heated Seats, Panoramic Roof, 
77,175 mi. Text CL422190 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2012 BMW 
X5 AWD 50i
Now only $23,995

Stk# 545219, 8 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, Heated Seats, Pwr Sunroof, 
48,353 mi. Text DC545219 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2013 Jeep 
Grand Cherokee Limited
Now only $25,995

Stk# Y35711, 8 Cyl, Auto, 72,177 mi
Text ACY35711 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2010 BMW 
7 Series 750i
Now only $29,980

Qualifying
 Vehicles
Have a

3 Yr Warranty 
Available

Stk# K14522, 8 cyl, Auto, Merino leather w/ heads up display, 
53,300 mi. Text CLK14522 to 96300 for special offers on this 
vehicle!

2012 BMW X6 M AWD
Now only $45,999

Stk# 349787, 8 cyl, Auto, Navigation, 72,357 mi. 
Text BA349787 to 96300 for special offers on 
this vehicle!

2011 Land Rover Range Rover HSE
Now only $29,780

Stk# A60367, 8 Cyl, Auto, Black Edition, Navigation, Heated 
Seats, Bluetooth, 53,111 mi. Text ALA60367 to 96300 for 
special offers on this vehicle!

2010 Porsche Cayenne GTS AWD
Now only $37,500
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“I love making my  
own hours. I work  
as much or as  
little as I want.”
JERMAINE

Bronx boy scouts enjoy a fall outing at Van Cortlandt Park. Courtesy of Boy Scouts of America

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Twenty-six-year-old Man-

uel Piedia enrolled in boy 
scouts as a young child living 
near the Grand Concourse. 

After a few years, the 
two volunteers who ran his 
troop, Troop 300, needed 
to to work more hours, had 
to quit scouting and con-
sequently the troop disin-
tegrated, ending Manuel’s 
scouting days.

Boy scouting had become a 
huge part of his life, and in it’s 
absence, Piedra continued to 
stay true to scout law - a list of 
12 moral codes that scouts are 
sworn to abide by.

“I thought to myself ‘maybe 
I can steer myself back onto the 
right path,’” explained Piedra, 
who said his neighborhood 
choices often complicated his 
life at that young age.

Problems like this arise 
fairly often in areas where 
parents work multiple jobs to 
keep families afl oat, leaving 
them little extra time to volun-
teer for programs like the boy 
scouts. 

This serious lack of vol-
unteers was identifi ed by the 
Greater New York Council 

Former Bronx boy scout becomes leader

of Boys Scouts leading to the 
concept of hiring paid lead-
ers for troops in underserved 
areas. Th program was called 
‘Scoutreach’.

Piedra, by age 11, was 
able to begin scouting again 
through Scoutreach. 

“My journey was full of 
experiences and memories, 
it defi nitely steered me in the 
right direction,” he said, remi-
niscing about when he discov-
ered he would be able to scout 
again.

Today, as a specialist and 
a scout leader himself, Piedra 

provides the same training 
and mentorship that he once 
received as a young man. 

He works at different 
schools throughout the 
boropgh each day of the week, 
and believes his work brings 
to kids the same effect that be-
ing a boy scout had on him at 
an early age. 

“I walk into schools and 
people say ‘hey Mr. Manny 
can’t wait till program’” said 
Pieda, “I think being relatable 
helps these kids.” 

Piedra is currently work-

ing on a early childhood edu-
cation degree at Boricua Col-
lege.

“A lot of people take it as 
an outdoors program, yes it is, 
but it’s big on character devel-
opment, and mentorship” said 
Piedia. 

Adrian Kennedrew of Ford-
ham is a 16-year-old Scout-
reach benefi ciary who began 
scouting at six-years-old. Now, 
after having stuck with scout-
ing for more than ten years, he 
looks back at his experience as 
a scout. 

“It’s hard to explain, but 
they want you to succeed... and 
it gives you a very nice feeling 
you really don’t get anywhere 
else,” said Adrian, who feels 
proud of what he is doing, es-
pecially when he observes his 
peers getting caught up in the 
streets. 

“A lot of important people 
are Eagle Scouts and it got 
them to where they are today,” 
Adrian continued, “and many 
people don’t know that.”

Scoutreach has programs 
at 33 public schools through-
out the Bronx.
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Together, We Can

ArchCare Advantage HMO SNP is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in ArchCare Advantage depends on 
contract renewal. This plan is available to anyone with Medicare who meets the Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) level of care.  This information 
is available for free in other languages. Please call our customer service number at 800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, Sunday-Saturday, 
8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  Esta información está disponible gratis en otros idiomas. Por favor llame a nuestro número de servicio al cliente al 
800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, de domingo a sábado, de 8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premi-
um. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, copayments, and restric-
tions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year.  Star ratings are based on 
five stars. Star ratings are assessed each year and may change from one year to the next.
* Maximum of $50 per month. Unused amounts do not carry over.

Together, we can keep
you healthy and enjoying life

With ArchCare Advantage HMO Special Needs Plan you get 

all the benefits of Medicare plus valuable extra features at No Additional Cost 

beyond your usual Medicare premiums.

$600 a year to spend on OTC health items* 

Doctor visits with little or no co-pay

Full prescription drug coverage 

Preventive care to keep you out of the hospital 

Your own personal care manager

Health Plans and Nursing Home Alternatives | Home Care | Skilled Nursing Care
Rehabilitation | Assisted Living | Specialized Care | Palliative Care | Hospice

We’re here to help.
800-373-3177 
TTY/TDD: 800-662-1220  
8 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
seven days a week
www.archcareadvantage.org 

H1777_Print_2016_Accepted

�����������������
ArchCare Advantage has received an

overall rating of 4 STARS (Above Average)

from Medicare.
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The Bronx YMCA celebrated the offi cial start of its annual fundraising campaign on Thursday, February 11 at F & J Pine Restaurant to support the local branch.  Hosted 
by the Bronx YMCA’s Board of Managers, the event featured an evening of fun, food and fellowship for all to enjoy. Pictured. Board members with special guests Curtis 
Harris, Jr.; Assemblyman Benedetto and honorary board member Eugene Oliver, deputy adminstrative judge of the criminal division Bronx Supreme Court.

Bronx YMCA’s Annual Fundraising Campaign

(l-r) Bronx YMCA’s Deborah Adams, executive assistant and 
Bharathi Iyer, membership director, gave out shirts .
 Photo by Laura Stone

(R) Sharlene Brown, executive director. (l) with Fiordaliza 
Rodriguez, Bronx County Family Court judge. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Bronx Y Property manager Franklin Belen (l), Bronx YMCA 
Board of Managers member Matthew Harms (c) and Reg-
gie Redzeposki share a toast last Thursday evening.
 Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) YMCA executive director 
Brown; Desiree Thomas, Bronx 
Y Annual Campaign chair-
woman; Geri Sciortino, YMCA 
Board chairwoman and guest 
speaker Curtis Harris, Jr., a Y 
Roads youth representative, 
had a great time at the event. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

YMCA board chairwoman Scio-
rtino (l) stands proudly with 
board member Eliezer Rodri-
guez, Esq. and Bronx YMCA’s 
vice president of operations 
Tiffeny Forrest. 
 Photo by Laura Stone
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BronxWorks united with Triborough Preservation Partners, a partnership of L+M Develop-
ment Partners, Preservation Development Partners and New York City Housing Authority, 
celebrated the Wednesday, February 3 grand opening of its newest BronxWorks offi ce inside 
Bronxchester Houses. 

BRONXWORKS OPENS ANOTHER OFFICE

(l-r) Jean Smith, Bronxworks board of directors member; John Weed, BronxWorks assistant 
executive director; Eileen Torres, BronxWorks executive director; Debbie Kenyon, L+M De-
velopment Partners vice chairwoman, Deputy Borough President Aurelia Greene and Steven 
Berisha, C&C Management general manager cut the ribbon for the new Bronxchester offi ce.
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Community members gathered and made their voices heard at the Stand Up to Violence rally 
held on Friday, January 22 on the corner of White Plains Road and East 221st Street. The pro-
test was held in response to the shooting of a 27-year-old man at the same location.
     Pictured, Joseph Thompson, 49th Precinct Community Council president, speaks out 
against gun violence. Miriam Quin

COMMUNITY PROTESTS GUN INCIDENT 

Lieutenant Juliette Arroyo (c) and Deputy Assistant Chief Joseph Woznica joined by other 
FDNY members hold cards students made thanking the fi refi ghters for their service and for 
keeping them safe. Photo courtesy of St. Raymond Elementary School

In honor of Catholic Schools Week, St. Raymond Elementary School held a Monday, February 
1 Mass of Appreciation for the Fire Department of New York inside the school’s auditorium.  
Firefi ghters, EMTs and paramedics were in attendance for the ceremony meant to express 
gratitude toward the FDNY for its dedication to the community.  As a sign of thanks, the fi re 
department brought its special 150th anniversary fi re truck to the school for students to see.

ST. RAYMOND FDNY MASS OF APPRECIATION

On Saturday, February 13, Assemblyman Mi-
chael Benedetto visited the AARP Driver Safe-
ty Class he sponsors at Ft. Schuyler House. 
Benedetto spoke to the course’s attendees 
and met with driving instructor Charlie Ham-
let Jr., who teaches the class.

BENEDETTO 
SPONSORS AARP
 SAFE DRIVING

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto (l) with 
Charlie L. Hamlet, Jr., who teaches the de-
fensive driving course. Silvio J. Pacifi co

Restaurant owner Brian Martinez (l) with Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr., who stopped by 
Travesias to congratulate the restaurant on its accomplishments. 
 Photo courtesy of Tasty Ladies NY

Last week, Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. stopped by Travesias to congratulate the res-
taurant after it was awarded the ‘Best New Bronx Restaurant of 2015’ by Tasty Ladies NY.

BP DIAZ CONGRATULATES TRAVESIAS RESTAURANT
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert Graziosa 
has been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led many 
patients to live 
more happy and 
healthy lives.

B
E

FO
R

E
A

F
TE

R

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

3611A East Tremont Ave. 
Bronx, NY

347-281-5576

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start hCG  
Weight Loss Program

LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 
20–40 lb. LIGHTER

LOSE  
½–2 lb. PER DAY

FEBRUARY
“PUCKER”

SPECIAL!

Have your lips filled  
and a friend pays

1/2 PRICE!
BD Members:  

ENJOY OUR  
BOTOX SPECIAL

$50 OFF  
your next treatment of  
20 units or more and  

earn points!
New BD members  

welcome!
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Calvary Hospital announced 
that their 23rd Annual Bereavement 
Course will take place on Mondays, 
6 to 8 p.m., from March 7 through 
May 9, at the hospital’s Bronx Cam-
pus. The course is designed for those 
who work in the helping professions 
(social workers, nurses, funeral di-
rectors, etc.) who may need to ad-
dress bereavement and grief related 
issues in their professional lives. 
(The course is not for bereaved fam-
ily members.)

The hospital’s 10-week course is 
taught by various specialists from 
Calvary Hospital and from Calvary@
Home (Home Care and Hospice). See 
attached syllabus. Upon completion, 
each participant will receive a Certif-
icate of Attendance. Continuing Edu-
cation Credits are pending from the 
NYS Department of Health, Bureau 
of Funeral Directors. These courses 
have been approved for contact hours 
by ADEC (Association for Death Ed-
ucation and Counseling); the ANCC 
for nurses (American Nurses Cre-

dentialing Center); and CSAC (Certi-
fi ed Substance Abuse Counselors). .

Fees are as follows:
• $225 per person to attend all 10 

sessions; $200 each for 2-4 people reg-
istering from the same institution; 
$175 for fi ve or more people. Special 
offer for graduate students is $50 for 
the complete course.

• People may also choose individ-
ual sessions for $50.

To register for the entire 10-ses-
sion course, or for individual ses-
sions, go to www.calvaryhospital.org 
to download a copy of the registra-
tion form. Completed forms must be 
received at Calvary by February 26. 
Individuals can also register at the 
door. Checks should be made payable 
to “Calvary Hospital.”

Send all registrations and pay-
ment to: Walesca Marmolejos, LMSW, 
Bereavement Services, Calvary Hos-
pital, 1740 Eastchester Road, Bronx, 
New York 10461. Questions may also 
be directed to Walesca Marmolejos, 
LMSW at wmarmolejos@calvaryhos-

pital.org.
* * *

Key Food Stores Co-Operative 

Inc., a supermarket co-operative 
with 217 stores which are primar-
ily member-owned, is pleased to an-
nounce that it has acquired the “Su-
perFresh” banner name and related 
intellectual property assets from 
the Great Atlantic & Pacifi c Tea Co. 
(“A&P”). Key Food is planning to 
open several stores under the Super-
Fresh banner in the near future, the 
fi rst of which may be as early as this 
month.

Over the last fi ve years, Key Food 
has been one of the fastest growing 
retailers in the Northeast. It most re-
cently purchased 24 stores from A&P, 
adding approximately $400 million 
dollars in annual retail sales and 
bringing total annual retail sales to 
$2.3 billion dollars.

Key Food plans to “better” the 
SuperFresh banner and build on its 
strengths. This banner will be pri-
marily used for larger format stores 
in suburban areas, where, Key Food 
plans to rebrand certain existing 
stores that fi t this model, as well as 
with new store acquisitions.

* * *

The Bronx Puerto Rican Day 

Parade will present their 30th an-
niversary celebration on Saturday, 
March 26. The gala will take place at 
the scenic Villa Maria Academ, from 
7 p.m. to midnight. The evening will 
be hosted by Artie Rodriguez and 
live performance by Ralph Sabater Y 
Su Orchesta. 

The Gala will serve as a fund-
raiser and therefore, all donations 
will go directly towards the annual 
scholarships and community events. 

Tickets include a dinner buffet, 
light refreshments, live DJ and en-
tertainment and free on-site parking. 
Bottle Services available. 

Advance ticket price is $50; $60 at 
the door.

Reserve your tickets now at: bxpr-
gala.eventbrite.com

For more details, contact MAS 
at (718) 828-2880|info@masmarket-
ingny.com .

* * *

Partnerships For Parks an-
nouncse the upcoming Partnerships 
Academy series: How to Start or Join 
a Community Park Group, which will 
offer workshops on the topic in each 
of the fi ve boroughs this spring. 

Partnerships Academy is a year-
round, free training program that 
supports community-based park 
groups and individual volunteers to 
achieve success. Beginning Febru-

ary 18 in Brooklyn, New Yorkers in-
terested in joining an existing local 
park group, or starting a new one 
of their own, can attend one of fi ve 
planned workshops in this introduc-
tory Academy series. 

Participants will learn the fi rst 
steps and best resources in starting 
a new group, and will hear from ex-
perienced park group leaders in their 
borough. 

The workshops will also touch 
on how community parks stewards 
bring programs and funding to their 
parks, and advocate for political sup-
port. 

For additional information on 
Partnerships Academy and to reg-
ister for upcoming workshops, visit 
www.PartnershipsForParks.org. 

* * *

Applications are now being ac-
cepted through April 15 for the 
United States Naval Academy 
Summer STEM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and Mathematics) 
Program. The Summer STEM Pro-
gram is held in three sessions: June 
6-11 for rising 9th graders; June 13-18 
for rising 10th graders; and June 20-
24 for rising 11th graders. 

The Summer STEM Program is 
an overnight academic program de-
signed for rising students in good 
academic standing who have a keen 
interest in math and science. Sum-
mer STEM 2016 will have the theme 
“Land, Air and Sea: Exploring Navy 
Technology on All Fronts.” 

The STEM Program gives students 
the opportunity to experience real-
life applications of math and science 
principles through hands-on prac-
tical learning. Students will learn 
from distinguished Naval Academy 
professors in world-class lab facili-
ties that provide a unique learning 
environment outside the traditional 
classroom. 

The academy’s current students, 
called midshipmen, help run the 
Summer STEM Program and act as 
mentors to students. 

Summer STEM accepts 640 stu-
dents for their program. All students 
selected to participate pay $550 for 
this academic summer program and 
are responsible for providing their 
own transportation to and from the 
U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, 
Md. 

For more information about the 
Summer STEM Program and the ap-
plication process, visit http://www.
usna.edu/Admissions/stem.html or 
call (410) 293-1858. Applicants will be 
notifi ed of their application status by 
May 1.

• Key Food Stores Acquire SuperFresh Banner

• Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade 30th Anniversary Celebration

• US Naval Academy Summer STEM Applications

23rd AnnualBreavment Course at Calvary Hospital

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

PINK SHISHA
PINK SHISHA PACKAGE DEALS

HAIR, NAILS
MAKEUP

$13000

HAIR, NAILS

$10000

3604 E TREMONT AVE. BRONX, NY 10465

347-621-1799

Tails are Waggin' and Pets are Braggin'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921

347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

SHIHTZU MONTH SPECIAL - FREE TOOTHBRUSHING

“Macchiato”
Macchiato is a 3-year-old Shihtzu who loves to play 

fetch with his favorite toy. Macchiato is treated like 

a king by his parents who feed him plenty of treats.

OUR DOGGIE OF THE MONTH IS:

Beauty Bar

Home Of The

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593
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Salute to

KOSOVA’S
INDEPENDENCE

A Tribute to the
8th Anniversary
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local Bronx doctor is working on 

creating a museum in Kosova for his 
martyred brother. 

Dr. Hasan Ademaj, a renowned den-
tist and surgeon who practices in Bel-
mont, is now creating a museum and 
memorial in the Kosova town where 
his brother Vezir Ademaj organized 
resistance to a Serbian invasion and 
paid for it with his life in July, 1998. 
He was part of the Kosova Liberation 
Army. 

Vezir was a kick-boxing champion 
of Europe before returning to Kosova 
from Switzerland to fi ght the invading 
Serbian forces of Slobodan Milosevi, 
said Dr. Ademaj. 

Milosevi was charged with war 
crimes related to genocide and con-
victed after he died. His army was in-
vading Kosova, a country whose popu-
lation is mostly Albanian. 

The museum is to be located in 
the family’s 18th Century “Kulla” — 
a tower house very thick walls and 

Doctor pushes for Albanian museum

DR. HASAN ADEMAJ.

VEZIR ADEMAJ  
                    PHOTO COURTESY OF HASAN ADEMAJ

small windows that is used as fortifi ca-
tion against invasion. It was burned by 
the Serbs and is located in the Kosova 
town of Sheremetaj.

“This is good for history and for 
a new generation to know what hap-
pened in that period,” said Dr. Ademaj, 
who has met with world leaders to dis-
cuss issues related to the region. “My 
brother was living in Switzerland and 
he came to defend the civilian popula-
tion.” 

Ademaj said that both the Albanian 
and Kosovar governments are support-
ing the creation of the museum.

Joining the cause is the president 
and founder of the Bronx-based Alba-
nian-American Society Foundation. 
Esad Rizai. Rizai called Vezir an inspi-
ration.

“The creation of this museum 
means very much because a man like 
him is an inspiration to our commu-
nity,” said Rizai. “He inspires people 
and it is an important part of Alba-
nian history, and people like that give 

us pride.”
Rizai said that his brother sacri-

fi ced for all of the Albanian people in 
all nations in the Albanian tradition 
of “Besa” — a code of honor. And the 
museum would honor the unselfi sh 
man who friends say can never be re-
placed.

“He said ‘I don’t want anything, I 
just want to support my people,’ ” said 

Rizai.  
The museum will be a remembrance 

of the genocide that left thousands of 
combatants and civilians dead, said 
Rizai. Ademaj’s family is helping him 
spearhead the project. 

Kullas have a long history as forti-
fi cations against invasions that seem 
to have been part and parcel of the his-
tory of the region. 
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          OFFICE OF THE BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT 

                                The Bronx County Building

                           851 Grand Concourse, 161st St. 

                                Bronx, New York 10451 

February 17, 2015 

To My Friends in the Albanian Community: 

The Bronx is the home of the largest population of people of Albanian descent outside of Europe, and I am proud to 

offer my congratulations to you all on the 8th Anniversary of the Independence of Kosova. 

Our borough’s history with the Albanian community goes back to the 1930’s, when a young Regis Philbin was 

growing up in the streets of Van Nest and Morris Park. Today, from Belmont to Pelham Parkway to Morris Park and 

everywhere in between, Albanians are helping to strengthen the core of the Bronx in our business, cultural and non-

profit communities.   

Since as early as my Assemblyman days I have been involved in the Albanian community with Stephen B. Kaufman. 

Later in August of 2009, I joined together with our borough’s Albanian community to honor Mother Theresa with her 

very own street in the Bronx, a portion of Lydig Avenue between Holland and Wallace Avenues that we now call 

Mother Teresa Way.  

That historic event could not have happened without the hard work of my friend, Esad Rizai, who worked so hard for 

almost two decades through the Albanian American Society Foundation to make that happen. We have also worked 

closely with the Sons & Daughters of Albania in America and its founder, Bairam Rizai. My office continues to have 

a strong relationship with Esad, Bairam and the entire Albanian community, and we continue to work together to this 

day. 

In 2012 the centennial celebration of the Albanian Independence took place in Times Square. We were proud to stand 

with Albanians and Kosovar alongside then-Public Advocate Bill de Blasio, elected officials and ambassadors. 

In addition, my office has partnered for the last two years with former Manhattan Borough President and current 

Comptroller Scott Stringer to co-host a celebration of Albania’s independence from the Ottoman Empire. This year 

we will host our own event celebrating Albania culture, right here in The Bronx, in partnership with your community. 

I am grateful for your support, and I look forward to continuing to expand the strong relationship between my office 

and the Albanian-American community. 

Sincerely,

Ruben Diaz Jr. 

TEL: 718-590-3500 

FAX: 718-590-3537 

Ruben Diaz Jr.
BOROUGH PRESIDENT
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 Congratulations to 
Kosova 

 on Celebrating 8 Years of 
Independence!  

Urime për Kosovën në festuar 
8 Vjetorin e Pavarësisë! 
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FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR., J.D. 
February 17 marks the 

8th anniversary of Kosova’s 
formally recognized inde-
pendence, a time for celebra-
tion for The Bronx’s may Al-
banians. Nationhood came 
after initial attempts at non-
violent efforts for freedom 
were replaced by armed ac-
tion by the Kosova Libera-
tion Army.

The freedom of the small 
country, just slightly larger 
than Delaware and com-
prised largely of ethnic 
Albanians, is somewhat 
precarious. Its’ status is rec-
ognized by 111 nations. How-
ever, there are threats to its 
existence from Serbia and 
Russia. Attempts to form a 
new nation had occurred in 
the past. In 1991, activists 
had proclaimed their inde-
pendence without receiving 
global support.

While Kosova is not yet 
a member of the United Na-
tions due to pressure from 
Moscow, it does have signif-
icant international stand-
ing. The U.S. State Depart-
ment notes that it “joined 
the International Monetary 

Bronxites, and America, celebrate Kosova independence
Fund and the World Bank 
in 2009, the European Bank 
for Reconstruction and De-
velopment in 2012, and the 
Council of Europe’s Devel-
opment Bank in 2013. It most 
recently joined the Coun-
cil of Europe’s Venice Com-
mission, the International 
Olympic Committee in 2014, 
and the World Aeronautical 
Sports Organization and Eu-
ropean Athletics Associa-
tion in 2015. It has a number 
of diplomatic missions and 
consular posts worldwide.”

Despite the hardship Al-
banians in both Albania and 
Kosova have endured at the 
hands of foreign powers, the 
people remain among the 
most ecumenical and open-
hearted in the world.  It is 
not surprising that one of 
the globe’s most respected 
and revered figures, the late 
Mother Teresa, who will 
eventually be recognized as 
a saint by the Roman Catho-
lic Church, sprang from an 
Albanian heartland.

During World War II, 
Albanians distinguished 
themselves in their efforts 
to protect Jews from Nazi 
invaders. Almost 10% of the 

nation’s entire population 
was left homeless as a result 
of the war. Suffering con-
tinued decades later, as Ser-
bian authorities engaged in 
ethnic cleansing against Al-
banians, which only ended 

when Serbian forces were 
expelled in 1999.

It would be difficult to 
find a people more favorable 
towards America than Al-
banians. The love affair ex-
tends back to the end of the 
First World War, when Pres-

ident Wilson vigorously, but 
without success, sought to 
insure the territorial integ-
rity of an independent home-
land for Albanians.

Poverty, in part caused by 
decades of Communist gov-
ernment, has driven many 
to leave Albania and Kosovo, 
although the switch fairly 
recently to a market system 
has improved the quality of 
life. That loss to their native 
land has been America’s—
and the Bronx’s—gain. Many 
of the over 200,000 ethnic Al-
banians who have moved to 
New York City have settled 
in The Bronx, revitalizing 
neighborhoods and opening 
businesses.

Much has been made of 
the presence of Albanians in 
neighborhoods formerly oc-
cupied by an earlier genera-
tion of immigrants from It-
aly, and running businesses, 
particularly restaurants, 
once run by Italian-Amer-
icans.  The connection has 
extraordinary historical an-
tecedents, extending back to 
the time of the Roman Em-
pire.  Soldiers from the area 
that are now occupied by 
modern Albanians formed 

essential portions of the Ro-
man legions, the backbone of 
the Empire.

In an era when much con-
cern and fear has been ex-
pressed about Muslim immi-
gration to the United States, 
the many Albanian/Kosova 
immigrants who are Mus-
lims have elicited quite a dif-
ferent response. They have 
assimilated well into the 
American melting pot, and 
have gained the reputation 
of being enthusiastically pa-
triotic towards their new ad-
opted homeland.

The Bronx’s own Esad 
Rizai has played a signifi-
cant role in highlighting the 
positive impact immigrants 
from Kosovo and Albania 
have had in The Bronx.  As 
founder of the Albanian 
American Society Founda-
tion, Mr. Rizai is frequently 
seen at borough events, sup-
porting numerous good will 
causes. His particular em-
phasis on propagating the 
example and teachings of 
Mother Teresa has produced 
a welcome voice of good will 
at a time when tensions have 
run high among different 
groups.

Congratulations

KOSOVA
on the 8th anniversary of 

your independence!

Congressman Joe Crowley
14TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

PAID FOR BY CROWLEY FOR CONGRESS

The Bronx’s 
own Esad Rizai 
has played a 

signifi cant role in 
highlighting the 
positive impact 

immigrants from 
Kosovo and 

Albania have had 
in the Bronx.
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A story about the old Kulla of the 
Ademaj family, about Vezir Ademaj 
who gave his life for the freedom of Ko-
sova and about a promise that will not 
go unfulfi lled

BY RUBEN AVXHIU
Few objects epitomize the spirit of 

Albanian resistance against foreign 
invaders than the Kullas, these houses 
made of stone, with small windows, 
but great hearts. Pronounced approx-
imately like “coollah”, they served as 
homes, sometimes of extended fami-
lies and provided protection against 
enemies.

Only certain well-to-do families, 
with a tradition of leadership and re-
sistance were able to build them. They 
had stones instead of bricks and wood 
and were fortresses of freedom in 
times when the Albanian lands were 
continually occupied by invading 
armies. The windows were big enough 
to check the perimeter or to aim at the 
approaching enemy.

They were also famous for the gen-
erosity of the households, according to 
the Albanian tradition of Besa.

“The house of an Albanian belongs 
to God and to the guest…” says an old 
rule.

When these Kullas were built, gone 
was the time when famous and large 
castles resisted the enemy. The coun-
try was now occupied by the Ottoman 
Empire. Nevertheless, the resistance 
had not died. It had now had a more 
individual spirit, and it seemed as if 
the old castles were now disintegrated 
and dispersed throughout Albanian 
lands in numerous Kullas, smaller in 
size, but equally determined to give 
everything in the name of liberty and 
human dignity.

Castles had ceased to hold the mo-
nopoly of the national resistance, but 
the spirit of freedom and old Albanian 
traditions breathed in these houses. 
An era of local heroes had begun.

By the second quarter of the 19th 
century, as the Albanian nation be-
gins to combine the cultural and spir-
itual renaissance with a more orga-
nized national liberation movement, 
these Kullas became fast the fi rst 
bases of the underground insurgents, 
hosts of important political meetings 
and neuralgic centers of a network of 
armed resistance.

As the world was changing once 
again they combined their individual 
strength with the rising vision of a na-
tional self-determination movement. It 
is not a surprise that they became reg-
ularly victims of invader’s campaign 
of repression and intimidation. The 
Ottomans burned them down to dis-
courage the resistance. When the Ot-
tomans left, the Serbian armies would 
destroy and burn them again in their 
early attempts of ethnic cleansing in 
Kosova and northern Albania. Despite 
the promises for a different world, the 
communists too would come to see 
them as pockets of resistance and try 

A legacy that refuses to die

to take them over, destroy, or discour-
age their rebuilding. 

 During the Kosova War of 1998-
1999, the burning of the historic Kul-
las resumed and was one of the most 
organized attempts to eradicate these 
important elements of the Albanian 
roots in this part of the world. Serbs 
failed at their project of mass ethnic 
cleansing of Kosova, despite manag-
ing to deport forcibly more than a mil-
lion of Albanian civilians from their 
homes in Kosova to the neighboring 
countries.

Rebuilding some of these Kullas to-
day is an important work of preserv-
ing the memory of an important time 
not just in the history of Albanians 
but of the whole region of the Balkans. 
They are monuments, which repre-
sent a unique national, historic and 
cultural legacy.

MORE THAN JUST A HOUSE 
AN HISTORIC MONUMENT THAT 
DATES FROM THE 18TH CENTURY

It was this interview with Dr. 
Hasan Ademaj, in New York that 
started me thinking about the Kullas. 
He was born and grown up in one of 
them, in Kosova and it has determined 
in many ways his life and those of his 
brothers and sisters. Kullas were a 
source of pride and social status, but 
in the same time growing up in one 
of them would mean education with a 
strong obligation to keep the fi ght for 
the national cause, for the traditions 
and the name of dozens of past genera-
tions. The lives of the Ademajs are a 
testimony to this.  Dr. Ademaj was one 
of the fi ve sons and three daughters of 
father Hysen and mother Mejremi.

 Their Kulla (or what is left of it) is 
located in Sheremetaj of Kosova, not 
far from the border with Albania and 
in visible distance from the Accursed 
Mountains of the Albanian Alps. 
From the end of the 19th century this 
area has been of a hotbed of Albanian 
national revival and Ademaj’s Kulla 
has hosted many leaders and activists 
of national resistance in the darkest 
days of the Ottoman occupation and 
then later of the Serbian colonizing re-
gime.  

 “According to documents that we 
have found in the Archives of Gjakova 
[the main urban center of the region], 
it was built in the 18th century,” says 
Dr. Hasan Ademaj.  

Considering the fact that this is 
a three-storied building, something 
rare for the 18th century, it is safe to 
say that it is a precursor of many simi-
lar Kullas that were built later in the 
region and beyond.

 Besides, the historic legacy, to the 
Ademajs this Kulla has a powerful 
sentimental importance. This where 
generations after generations lived 
and died. Others have appreciated its 
architectural style, seeing it as a fi ne 
representative of a generation of Kul-
las, built in uniquely strong founda-
tions, with thick stone walls.

 When Vezir, Dr. Ademaj’s brother, 
returned from Switzerland in 1998, 
his intention was to join the Koso-
var armed resistance, which was 
taking speed as the last resort of de-
fending the civilian population from 
the violent oppression of Slobodan 
Milosevic’s regime.

Soon, the Kulla had become once 

again a center for the network of young 
men and women who were joining the 
fi rst units of the nascent Kosova Lib-
eration Army. Only weeks after Vezir 
had left for the front, Serbian police 
and security forces burned down the 
Kulla. They knew it was not just a 
base. It was a symbol of inspiration.

LIFE INTERRUPTED
It was in fact by that Kulla’s fi re-

place that Hasan, Vezir and the other 
children spent many winter nights lis-
tening to the stories of heroes and vil-
lains, about the red fl ag and the black 
double-headed eagle.

Kosova was a country where 90% 
of the two million inhabitants were 
ethnic-Albanians but where the Alba-
nian language and national symbols 
were discouraged and outlawed.

Communism had collapsed every-
where and the entire Eastern Europe 
was going through historic changes, 
leaving behind half a century of dic-
tatorships and embracing the demo-
cratic wind. And there was Kosova, in 
the heart of the Balkans, still invaded 
and colonized by Serbia, descending 
by contrast once again into a dark pe-
riod of political repression. To a gen-
eration of young Kosovars this was 
unacceptable. 

 Vezir Ademaj was a typical repre-
sentative of this generation. After fi n-
ishing the high school in the nearby 
town of Deçan, he was registered as 
a student in the Faculty of the Nat-
ural Sciences in the University of 
Prishtina, in the capital of Kosova.

He was drafted by then Serbian-
led Yugoslavian Army and was sent to 
Tivar in Montenegro, the smallest re-
public of Yugoslavia.

It was 1989, Montenegro with a few 
hundreds thousands of inhabitants 
enjoyed the right to be a republic of 
the federation. On the other hand, to 
Kosova, of 2 million people, not only 
was this right denied, but Milosevic 
has just stripped the status of the au-
tonomous province and eliminating 
all the laws, policies and regulations 
that gave some breathing space to the 
ethnic Albanians in Yugoslavia.

Young people had taken the streets 
and the state had reacted violently. 
Young people were particularly tar-
geted and Vezir had been an active 
participant in these demonstrations.

The Ademaj family feared for their 
son’s life. It was the time when dozens 
of young Kosovars who were drafted 
by the Yugoslavian Army returned 
in coffi ns. Their deaths had all been 
rules as suicides, but everyone in Kos-
ova knew that they were victims of the 
growing nationalist extremism in Ser-
bia, a trend that would soon produce 
four consecutive wars in the region 
and horrifi c crimes against human-
ity. Today, we are so concentrated in 
catching the criminals of the 90s and 
shedding light to their war related 

Continued on next page

Kickboxing was Vezir’s hobby and he exelled in it to the point of becoming fi rst Champion 
of Switzerland and then Champion of Europe in this sport.
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crimes that this dark period 
of many innocent victims is 
forgotten. 

As if all these were not 
enough, Tivar, where Vezir 
was staying, represented to 
Albanians a painful moment 
from the history. It was there 
that in 1945, the fl ower of the 
Kosovar youth, thousands of 
people, gathered from various 
parts of Kosova, were mur-
dered en-masse. This prece-
dent of Srebrenica massacre, 
half a century ago, made lit-
tle news in the international 
press of the time. The world 
was leaving behind the hor-

rors of the World War Two 
and the Yugoslavian Army 
was conveniently sided with 
the victors and in particular 
with the Red Army of the So-
viet Union.

Getting rid of anti-commu-
nist resistance was high in 
the agenda of the day and this 
ethnically motivated mas-
sacre was given an ideologi-
cal color. While it is true that 
most Kosovars were against 
communism, these young 
souls were executed only 
with because they were Alba-
nians. It was the fi rst signal 
that a change of hands in the 
government of Serbia would 

mean nothing for the Koso-
vars. The colonization would 
go on. The Ademaj family 
expected Vezir to be in Tivar, 
the town of these gruesome 
memories, but he surprised 
them, one night, by knocking 
at their Kulla’s door. He stood 
only briefl y, hugged them and 
broke them the news that he 
was leaving the country il-
legally to immigrate in Swit-
zerland. He did not want to 
be part of an army which was 
being trained to suppress 
violently those who demon-
strated for human rights.

What had happened was 
the news from the Yugosla-

vian Army chief of staff that 
the military service would be 
prolonged due to worsening 
situation in the federation. 
War loomed near and Vezir 
did not want to be sent to the 
front to fi ght against those na-
tions  of Yugoslavia, which 
were asking for their free-
dom to secede from a federa-
tion which was also denying 
the most elementary human 
rights to the people of Kosova.

There was no Albanian 
family in Kosova that did not 
have a son working as an im-
migrant in the West. These 
immigrants were the back-
bone of the Kosovar economy 

and of the patriotic resistance 
as well. Vezir became part of 
this large diaspora and moved 
to Switzerland. He worked 
hard to help his family eco-
nomically. The rest of the 
earnings went for the national 
cause. In Switzerland, he par-
ticipated in demonstrations 
and political meetings in sup-
port for the human rights in 
Kosova and the Balkans.

  Kickboxing was his 
hobby and he excelled in it 
to the point of becoming fi rst 
Champion of Switzerland and 
then Champion of Europe in 
this sport. He had asked re-
peatedly to wear the Alba-

nian national colors in these 
sporting events but the rules 
of Kickboxing Federation 
prevented him. He neverthe-
less described himself as Ko-
sovar Albanian whenever 
asked and interviewed by the 
media. Long before it became 
the newest country in Europe, 
Kosova had a European cham-
pion.

HE WILL NOT BE FOR-
GOTTEN

As the clouds of war gath-
ered in Kosova’s sky and news 
of Serbian security forces re-
pression throughout the coun-
try began to reach Switzer-
land, Vezir felt it was time to 

join those young people who 
had decided to fi ght against 
the invaders violence.  

In March 1998, he entered 
the country, clandestinely, 
from the Albanian border and 
once again surprised his fam-
ily by knocking on the door 
when they did not expect him. 
He spoke openly to his parents 
and made it clear that his life 
belonged to the freedom of his 
people and that it was his turn 
to keep up with the legacy of 
the old Kulla.

Vezir established contact 
with the KLA command center 
of Gllogjan and donated there 
all his earnings and probably 
other donations as well, an 
important sum of money that 
was to be used to buy weapons 
for the resistance.

He immediately made use 
of his great experience as a 
professional athlete by tak-
ing upon himself to prepare 
young people who were join-
ing in droves as volunteers, 
in the KLA branch of the Zone 
known as “Reka e Keqe”. Be-
cause of his distinguishing 
skills, he was soon promoted 
to Commander of KLA Com-
mando Troops for this area.

With the enemy still dis-
tant, he used the courtyard 
of the school of Sheremetaj to 
prepare the young people who 
had joined the KLA units. In a 
sign of solidarity teachers and 
young people from the village 
often joined the exercises. 
They support and admiration 
for Commander Alfred (his 
nom de guerre) was very high. 
When he had left his Kulla 
for the fi rst time, to continue 
his studies, Vezir dreamed to 
come back as teacher in this 
very school. Fate decided oth-
erwise and he was back here 
to teach the young people, not 
the art of science, but the art 

of war. With his community 
struggling for survival, Vezir 
was not afraid to risk his life 
in defense of the local popula-
tion.

Vezir participated actively 
in clashes against the Serbian 
security forces in Rahovec, 
Smolice, Baballoq, Preljep 
etc. His last battle was on 25 
of July 1998, in Kavallaj, near 
Junik. He refused to leave be-
hind a brother of arms, Hy-
sen Arifi , a teacher from the 
Sheremetaj School, who was 
heavily wounded. If left there 
he would have died in pain 
or worse: would have been 
caught alive by the advancing 
Serbian forces. The sacrifi ce 
for his friend cost him dearly. 
Vezir was fatally hit by Ser-
bian bullets and died in ac-
tion. He was only 27 years old. 
The insurgents recovered his 
body and his wounded friend. 
Unfortunately, Hysen did not 
survive his wounds and died 
too, a few days later.

This time the sudden 
knock on the Kulla’s door 
was not from Vezir himself, 
but from his friends who had 
come to break the diffi cult 
news to Ademaj family. He 
was buried with great honors, 
with a large number of people 
gathered despite the dangers 
of the war situation. Everyone 
wanted to bid the last farewell 
to this brave man who had 
made the legacy of his Kulla 
proud.

His co-fi ghter and friend, 
Shaban Golaj, promised to 
Vezir’s father that they would 
take revenge on the Ser-
bian forces. Indeed, the next 
day, Shaban led a new action 
against the Serbian forces 
and managed to destroy a 
tank, fulfi lling the promise 

Dr. Hasan Ademaj, with President Bill Clinton (left) and Hon. Eliot Engel, 
during an annual dinner of the National Albanian American Council.

Continued on next page

Ademaj Family’s  Kulla in Sheremetaj, Kosova. Few objects epitomize the spirit of Albanian rezistance against 
foreign invaders than the Kullas, these house made of stone, with small windows, but great hearts.



KOSOVA INDEPENDENCE • BRONX TIMES REPORTER, FEBRUARY 19-25, 201610    

 

Left to right, Rrustem Gecaj, well-known Albanian-American activist, Gen. Westley Clark and Dr. Ademaj.
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that he made during Vezir’s 
funeral. Unfortunately, he too 
was killed in this battle and 
was buried with honors in 
Sheremetaj.

All this was taking place 
in the summer of 1998, at least 
nine months, before NATO 
was involved in the confl ict to 
stop the humanitarian catas-
trophe that was being cause 
by the Serbian forces’ com-
plete disregard for the Koso-
var civilian population. That 
summer witnessed the clash 
between a heavily armed 
modern army of the Serbian 
state and a group of highly 
motivated young insurgents 
who had decided to give their 
life for the independence of 
their nation and to protect the 
civilian population by the vi-
olent ethnic cleansing of the 
Serbian regime. It was Da-
vid against Goliath all over 
again.

Dr. Hasan Ademaj was in 
New York when he learned 
the news that his brother had 
join KLA. 

He managed to fi nd the 
number of his satellite phone 
and called him. He congratu-
lated his brother for his deci-
sion to join the liberators, but 
warned him to be careful.

“If I wanted to be careful, 
I would have stayed in Swit-
zerland,” he responded to his 
brother.

 It was the last time that 
the two spoke together.  

He was in the house of 
Rustem Gecaj, a well known 
Albanian-American activ-
ist and businessman, when 
he learned the news that his 
brother had given his life for 
the freedom of the homeland.

It was a painful moment 
aggravated by the fact that 

he was a world away, unable 
to be close and help his fam-
ily cope with the moment. It 
was a full-fl edged war raging 
in Kosova and even a phone 
connection was nearly impos-
sible. Only when he managed 
to talk with one of his sisters, 
he found some peace. The fam-
ily was holding strong despite 
the tragedy and it made him 
feel stronger as well.

Today, the offi ce of Dr. 
Ademaj in New York serves 
also like a small museum ded-
icated to the memory of his 
brother. Photos and clips from 
various newspapers decorate 
the walls. In thebookshelf 
there are books dedicated to 
Vezir and the war of Kosova 
Liberation Army.

In his birthplace, Vezir is 
revered like a Martyr of the 
Nation, a title awarded to him 
offi cially by the new authori-
ties of the independent Kos-
ova.

Poetry and songs are com-
posed and sang in his trib-
ute. The school in Sheremetaj 
where he wanted to teach one 
day is known today as the 
School of the Two Martyrs, 
with the pictures of Vezir 
Ademaj and Hysen Arifi  fea-
turing at the entrance. Their 
act of heroism and sacrifi ce 
teaches a lot to the students of 
this school, a promise to their 
legacy.

A KULLA FOR THE GEN-
ERATIONS TO COME

Out of the fi ve sons, of the 
Ademaj family, three of them 
joined KLA, one remained to 
work in Switzerland and help 
his family and Hasan, contin-
ued his post-graduate studies 
to become one of the best den-
tists of his generation, spe-
cializing in Oro-Maxillofacial 
Surgery.

 One of the brothers Rasim 
was caught by the Serbian 
army and was prisoner to Ser-
bia. For a long time, he was 
listed among the disappeared 
and the family feared that an-
other tragedy would strike 
them. The Serbs had burned 
their Kulla again but had 
failed to break their spirit. 
However, a second death in 
the family would be so much 
to bear. Dr. Ademaj was es-
pecially concerned for his 
mother. “Mothers are those 
who feel the greatest pain,” he 
says.

Fortunately, not long after 
the war, the International Red 
Cross discovered Rasim in a 
crowded Serbian prison in the 
easternmost tip of the coun-
try and through international 
mediation, he was freed long 
after the war had ended.

All the children had shown 
passion for education, al-
though the war and the sense 
of duty towards the nation, 
inspired by the Kulla had in-
terrupted their lives and dis-
tracted their studies and de-
layed their graduations. Their 
parents educated them with 
the belief that with good work 
ethics and sacrifi ce, every-
thing was possible in life. 

In a time where land own-
ership was one of the few 
guarantees of economic sur-
vival their father showed to 
sell parts of his land to help 
his children receive adequate 
education. It made a differ-
ence in the life of Hasan, who 
would complete his post-grad-
uate studies in Stomatology, 
in the Medical Faculty of the 
University of Tirana, in Al-
bania. He specialized in Oro-
Maxillofacial.

 Dr. Hasan Ademaj ex-
celled in his studies and 

  Sen. Bob Dole (left), with Dr. Hasan Ademaj and his wife Zyrafete.

works professionally in New 
York City, where he is also a 
distinguished activist in the 
Albanian-American commu-
nity. Over the years, he has 
become a regular contributor 
to the cause and never missed 
a chance to meet with US of-
fi cials and diplomats to talk 
about Kosova and the situa-
tion in the Balkans.

 It was after all the US-
led military intervention of 
NATO in 1999 that saved Ko-
sova from a humanitarian ca-
tastrophe. After diplomatic 
efforts to convince Milosevic 
to stop his campaign of eth-
nic cleansing and genocide 
against the ethnic-Albanian 
population of Kosova failed, 
the military option was used.

More than a million Al-
banians were deported from 
their homes in Kosova to the 
neighboring countries. Serbia 
tried to forcibly change the 
demographic map of Kosova, 
but the intervention of NATO 
stopped the madness.

 After the liberation, as 
Kosovars returned to their 
homes, a number of mass 
graves where found, more 
than 12,000 people had died 
(the large majority of them 
Albanian civilians) and more 
than 2,000 were listed as dis-
appeared.

 However, the worst was 
behind now and Kosovars be-
gan to rebuild their lives. In 
2,008 Kosova declared inde-
pendence and was recognized 
by the United States and 85 
countries of the world.

 The Albanian-Americans 
feel proud for their role in the 
history of Kosova. For many 
years they went to Washing-
ton and made their case. They 
told their stories, their truth. 
It helped the United States 
take a principled stand on that 
issue. Interestingly enough, 
since 1999, Kosova has been 
the only topic of international 

affairs that Republican and 
Democratic leaders in the 
White House and the US Con-
gress agreed completely. Dr. 
Hasan Ademaj is only happy 
to have been part of this cam-
paign and to have played his 
role in the war from here. He 
could not join the war, but he 
has helped very much from 
here. His father who passed 
away a few years ago and the 
rest of his family in Kosova 
are very proud of him.

 As he goes through mem-
ories new and old, Dr. Hasan 
Ademaj can’t help thinking 
of the Kulla, where they grew 
up and were taught about life 
and the meaning of true char-
acter.

The Kulla that has seen so 
much history (if only those 
stones could speak). That 
Kulla that meant so much to 
Vezir. He can’t help imaginng 
the pain of his parents when 
they saw their Kulla burned. 
There were tears in his father’s 
eyes as his mother would later 
tell him. However he was the 
usual upbeat. “They burned 
the walls, but they could not 
bring down the chimney,” 
he said to her. “There will be 
smoke coming out of the chim-
ney again, because this Kulla 
will rise again.”

Dr. Ademaj will proba-
bly not rest until he makes 
those words come true. It is 
not just his family home, it 
is a testimony of the history 
and culture of Kosova; it is a 
symbol of national and social 
resistance. It is not merely his 
home now. It is the home of 
Kosova, a monument that will 
tell to the new generations 
about where they come from. 
It will help them appreciate 
better the peace, the stabil-
ity and the progress that they 
will be enjoying from now on. 
It will help them understand 
better the past so they can 
build a better future.
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BY BAIRAM RIZAI
The odds were already 

against Ali A. Rizaj when 
he was born on June 23, 1924 
to a woman widowed only 
months earlier. The father he 
would never meet was killed 
fighting for the freedom of 
his beloved country Alba-
nia—a cause he too would 
champion his entire life.

At the age of sixteen he 
joined the Albanian Resis-
tance to vanquish Italian 
fascists (1940-1942) and Ger-
man Nazis (1942-1944). He be-
came a national hero when, 
with his bare hands, he took 
the life of a German soldier 
responsible for his cousin’s 
death. 

This prompted the villag-
ers in the town of Gjakova 
to coin the phrase “Have no 
fear, Ali is here” in rever-
ence of his valor and domi-
nation during such an or-
deal.

After the war his cam-
paign against communism 
led to his imprisonment for 
two years. Once discharged 
from prison he began his 
journey to Yugoslavia with 

Proud to carry his name

 ALI A. RIZAJ

this wife and two sons—leav-
ing behind another son, and 
his mother. When he refused 
to participate in espionage 
against his compatriots in 
Kosova, he was incarcerated 
for another three years. 

Upon completion of his 
sentence, Ali brought his 
family to Italy, where his 
family would spend the next 
several years in different 
camps.

On May 9, 1962 Ali com-
pleted his journey to the 
land of the free and the home 
of the brave. Every day of his 
life he maintained that the 
United States is “the land of 
immigrants, the land of op-
portunities and the cradle 
of democracy.” Using each 
roadblock as a brick with 
which to build his dream, 
his bedrock was the nation-
alism and pride in being an 
Albanian. Every Rizaj de-
scendant was taught that 
Albanians are all branches 
of the same tree—whether 
they are Christian, Jewish 
or Muslim, their roots are 
their blood, their nation, 
their flag, their tradition 

and their history.
Each day that Ali woke to 

breathe the sweet freedom of 
America, he vowed to bring 
that air to his own country.  
In commemoration of the 
40th anniversary of Alba-
nia’s liberation (1994), Pres-
ident Sali Berisha awarded 
Ali with a medal in recogni-
tion of his valiant efforts.  Fi-
nally, in 2000, after 49 years 
in exile, 

Ali made his way back to 
a nation most proud of its 
son and was reunited with 
his own son, Sahit, by then 
an adult with a family of his 
own.

On March 14, 2003 Ali 
passed away surrounded by 
his family. One man, with 
the world on his shoulders, 
fought against the current to 
bring three sons, four daugh-
ters and eighteen grandchil-
dren into this world—just 
another one of the many ac-
complishments that make 
me proud to carry his name. 
Ali Rizaj was a man for oth-
ers, a hero—but most impor-
tantly he was and always 
will be, my grandfather.

Hunts Point

Parkchester

Pelham Bay

Throggs Neck

ANOTHER MILESTONE

As a young man, Esad A. Rizai celebrates another milestone with his sons.
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BY SAMI REPISHTI
To the growing lists of “Friends of 

the Albanians,” we add another name: 
the Hon. Stephen B. Kaufman, Esq., a 
distinguished New Yorker, from the 
Bronx. A new name to someone; it’s fa-
miliar to most of us.

I met the Hon. Kaufman a few years 
ago during the commemorative cer-
emony on the fi fth anniversary of the 
passing away of the late Dr. Ibrahim 
Rugova. The name of Dr. Rugova, the 
“historic president of Kosova,” is and 
remains a rallying point for all Alba-
nians.

Albanians celebrate the indepen-
dence of their State.  It was a long and 
painful road to independence, requir-
ing great sacrifi ces and untold suffer-
ing, oftentimes, along. Friends were few, 
but they were noble and distinguished. 
One, above all, was the idealistic and 
principled, U.S. President Woodrow 
Wilson, who prevented the dismember-
ment of their country.

Soon after, American individuals 
and organizations, lay and religious, 
“discovered” Albania and provided 
badly needed assistance, Names such 
as Charles Crane, Rose Wilder Lane, 
Dr. Erickson, Harry Pultz and others, 
offered their helping hands to a handi-
capped little country called Albania, 
and made a difference. A big  differ-
ence.

Thanks to a friend: Hon. Stephen B. Kaufman

Today, Albanians in the Balkans and 
in Northern America as well as those 
dispersed all over the fi ve continents, 
have two states, Albania and since Feb-
ruary 17, 2008, Kosova, to count among 
their victories. We cannot forget our 
friends in need!

We have reasons to rejoice, as well as 
and the moral obligation to remember 
those friends who unselfi shly helped 
us achieve our victories. They are good 

friends and we can rely on them. They 
make us feel stronger and more hope-
ful that better days are ahead for the an-
cient Albanian people.

This line of thought was with me 
when I met the Hon, Kaufman. What I 
knew of him was very little. My good 
friend, Esad Rizai, introduced me. I de-
tected in his voice how much Mr. Rizai, 
president of the Albanian American So-
ciety Foundation, respected him, and 
how grateful he was to have an Ameri-
can friend who had done so much for the 
Albanian immigrants in the Bronx.

Later on, I learned that Mr. Kaufman 
was a public servant in the best sense of 
the word, that he had devoted his ener-
gies to serving people in general, and 
the people of the Bronx in particular. He 
had used his institutional channels to 
advance his goals: to improve the qual-
ity of many lives. A practicing attorney, 
an elected offi cial, and a concerned citi-
zen, he made a good name for himself.

Stephen B. Kaufman was born and 
raised in the Bronx. After graduating 
from the prestigious Stuyvesant High 
School and attended college courses at 
Hunter College, he pursued his studies 
of law at the Washington College, and 
the American University, graduating 
with honors and receiving his J.D.

Immediately after, he bean practic-
ing law in the Bronx. In 1988, he was 
elected N.Y.S. Assemblyman, where he 
served for 18 years, covering many lead-
ing positions of that legislative body (as-
sistant majority whip, chairman of the 
administration regulations committee, 
the review committee, chairman of the 
election law committee, etc.).

For us Albanians, the Hon. Kaufman 
is a knight fi ghting for the causes of the 
powerless Albanian immigrant com-
munity in the Bronx. A friend of mine 
summarized his activity this way:

While in elected offi ce, and now as 
community leader, Stephen B. Kaufman 
has dedicated himself to fi ghting for all 
the people of the Bronx, especially the 
Albanian American community. For 
the last 19 years, he has been an advi-

sor and board member of the A.A.S.F., 
and proud advocate of Albanian causes. 
He has worked tirelessly in the spirit of 
Mother Teresa to better the lives of Al-
banians everywhere.

In 2003, he took New York City 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg with him on 
a trip to Kosova to show the people of 
Kosova that America, and in particular 
New York City, stood with him in their 
struggle for freedom. He has also helped 
honor prominent Albanian community 
leaders, and was instrumental in the 
1011 declaration announcing New York 
City and Prishtina to be sister-cities.

When we met, I gave him a copy of 
my study, ‘Jews in Albania: A Story of 
Survival,’ published in The Holocause-
Essays and Documents (NYC: 2009). It 
was a token of my gratitude for all he has 
done and continues to do for the integra-
tion of Albanians in New York City, and 
to celebrate the past, president and fu-
ture of the Albanian people, as well. It 
was also a reminder of the heroic Alba-
nian effort to save Jewish lives during 
the dark days of WW II.

While in elected offi ce, 
and now as community 

leader, Stephen B. Kaufman 
has dedicated himself to 
fi ghting for all the people 
of the Bronx, especially 
the Albanian American 

community. He has worked 
tirelessly in the spirit of 
Mother Teresa to better 
the lives of Albanians 

everywhere.

HON. STEPHEN B. KAUFMAN, ESQ.

 

Fighting for the People of the Bronx!
The Law Offices of

Stephen B.
Kaufman

Wills       Estates
ALL TYPES OF INJURIES
ALL TYPES OF ACCIDENTS

Please call now for your

FREE CONSULTATION
(718) 822-0500

EXPERIENCED PERSONAL INJURY

ATTORNEY AT LAW
2916 Bruckner Blvd.

The Bronx
217 Broadway

Manhattan

Let Us Help You!
3397 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465

Congratulations To Kosova On 
Independence Day 2016
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CONGRATULATIONS KOSOVA
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Hajdin Alija unites Albanian students

HAJDIN ALIJA

Hajdin Alijaj born in Gji-
lan, Kosove in 1956 to a patri-
otic family from Tropoje. He 
lived in city of Istog were he 
fi nished elementary and sec-
ondary school.  He went for a 
short time to an art school in 
City of Peje,  and left for Italy 
with his family. He stayed 
in Italy for about a year and 
came to the United States of 
America, to the borough of 
the Bronx. 

When he started school 
at JFK High School he took 
some English courses at 
Roosevelt High School. He 
then went to City College and 
studied history and art. 

There he started stu-
dent activities alongside his 
school work. He  founded the 
Albanian-American Student 
Organization of City College 
of the CCNY. There he united 
Albanian students with non 
Albanian students so they 
could learn the values, tradi-
tion and bravery of Albanian 
people. 

    By celebrating both Al-
banian and American holi-
days he showed everyone that 
Albanian Americans could 
be a fruitful part of Ameri-

can society. 
Then he organized a mag-

azine called the Albanian 
Voice which produced only 
five editions, in two and 
sometimes three languages: 
Albanian-English-Spanish. 
As the situation in his Al-
banian homeland worsened 
he then organized a larger 
organization, The League of 
Albanian Students, with  the 
magazine ‘Students Voice’. 
Most of the writings sup-
ported the Albanian cause 
for freedom, liberty and de-
mocracy for all Albanians 
in a united democratic Alba-
nian land.

He led demonstrations for 
democratic freedom of all 
Albanian lands from the oc-
cupiers in the Balkan pen-
insula! He supported the Al-
banians in Kosove and the 
American-Nato war in Ser-
bia.  He  called for the end of 
the Communist regime in Al-
bania, supported the demo-
cratic institutions of Albania 
and the end of the dictatorial 
Communist era in Albania. 

Then later on he sup-
ported the Albanian Foun-
dation Society and Sons and 

Daughters of Albania in the 
Bronx which was being doing 
great work for the Albanian 
community at large. By do-
ing and supporting local gov-
ernment institutions the Al-
banian cause spread beyond 

the Bronx. 
Hajdin sees the necessity 

of hard work for the Alba-
nian and the multi cultural 
community in the Bronx. 

“We Albanians, as a small 
nation, need the USA more 

than ever. This is the only 
nation based in equality, 
freedom and justice for all 
the people of the world! So 
we must keep our spirit alive 
and well as Albanian-Ameri-
cans!,” he said.

Congratulations Kosova 
On Your 8th Anniversary Of Independence

25 Westchester Square, 2nd Floor
Bronx, NY 10461
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We provide cost effective, strategically developed solutions for 
the most challenging projects. Each member of our company 
is safety trained and certified, professional, courteous and 
committed to our strict accountability program, the highest 
standards of performance and efficient operations.

Our expertise in scaffolding systems, rigorous attention to detail 
and value engineering disciplines that identify risk will ensure 
prevention from potential pitfalls and hazards, safety compliance 
and ultimately deliver your project on time and within budget.

We use scaffolding frames of top grade 
steel. Welded with high frequency bond-
ing techniques, these frames are the 
strongest on the market. With experi-
enced riggers, we design and erect safe 
scaffolding with rigid attention to detail. 
Contractor specifications are carefully 
followed to assure the access needed on 
each job. Legal codes set the standard in 
the scaffolding business. Pilku Construc-
tion surpasses OSHA regulations. We 
never deviate from our primary objective 
of making every job safe... for the people 
above and especially the people below.

Sidewalk bridges solve the problems of 
safety, efficiency, unique job spec and 
budget restrictions. High quality Pilku 
bridging meets all Federal, State and local 
codes...and usually surpasses them. We 
design and install each piece of equipment 
ourselves. Pilku sidewalk bridges free your 
crew to do the work they need to do. Wor-
ry is eliminated. And, since peace of mind 
makes workers more efficient, your jobs 
are completed faster. If standard bridges 
won’t do the job, we design and install 
customized structures to satisfy both your 
needs and your budget.

Emergency Interior & Exterior shoring 
to hold the floors and walls of the two 
buildings, because of the sinking of the 
joining party wall, due to the excavating 
of the subceller.

Whenever you need ground-level enclo-
sures to surround a site, block off a side-
walk or cover a storefront, Pilku fences 
are job customized. Our enclosures are 
strong and weather proof. Pilku offers a 
variety of debris protection. Scaffold net-
ting is used to prevent objects such as 
materials or tools from falling off the side 
of a scaffold. In addition, debris chutes 
are available in six different diameters to 
suit any type of work you are doing.

150 Mill St, Brooklyn, NY 11231

WE ARE A TEAM OF CERTIFIED AND INSURED PROFESSIONALS WITH YEARS OF PROVEN EXPERIENCE AND KNOWLEDGE
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260 East 188th Street (at Valentine Ave)
Monday - Friday  3pm-9pm / Sat & Sun 10am-6pm

718.618.8365
470 East Fordham Rd (at Washington Ave)

Monday-Friday  3pm-7pm

718.960.3804
2021 Grand Concourse (at E. Burnside Ave)

Monday-Friday  3pm-8pm / Sat & Sun 10am-6pm

718.960.3805

Walk-In After Hours Medical Care for the Entire Family
  

� Quality walk-in medical care without an appointment.
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Locations throughout the Bronx providing Quality Medical, Dental and Specialty Services 
260 East 188th Street      2021 Grand Concourse      2101 Quarry Rd     470 East Fordham Rd      4487 Third Avenue

Welcome to Your Health Care Home

@UCHC_Bronx
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L
IK

E Union Community 
Health Center

GRAND OPENING 
  

2016 Bronxdale Ave, Suite 301

718.220.2020   
www.uchcbronx.org

Hours: 
Monday & Friday 

8am-4pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 
11am-7pm

Accepting New Patients – Open Evenings!
Primary Health Care for the Entire Family
Infants/Children - Adolescents/Teens   
Adults - Seniors

Services include:

Most Insurance Plans Accepted 

 

 

Affordable, Compassionate, Family-Centered, Convenient, Quality Health Care  

Hablamos Español y esperamos la oportunidad de 

desearle la  bienvenida al llegar a su nuevo hogar medico!
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In the memory of Dervish Luzha

DERVISH LUZHA

The least we can do for a 
man like Dervish Luzha, who 
has left undelible traces in the 
memory and the consciousness 
of the Albanians from Malësia 
to Tropoja, from Rrafshi i Duk-
agjinit to Rugova all the way up 
to Kaçanik, as well as in Puka, 
Has and Mirdita, is to honor 
his name and tell the young 
generations about him.

In this context I would like 
to share a personal story that 
has been meaningful to me.

Not long after the fall of 
communism in Albania, in 
company of my mother, I re-
turned to the country of my 
birth. It was September 1992, 41 
years after my family had left 
in search of freedom and a bet-
ter life in the west.

In Tirana, I met my brother 
Sahit. We spent one week with 
relatives in Tirana, before 
travelling to my birthplace in 
Luzha in the north. During my 
sojourn there, I visited every 
day with my brother the tomb 
of Dervish Luzha.

One evening we stood there 
until very late. That night 
would change my life. It was 
about 5 a.m. when I woke and I 
felt as if I was living a dream. I 
heard a voice telling me: “Your 
way is clear, do something 
about the children!”

My brother sensed my re-
action and turned to ask me 
about what had happened. “I 
didn’t see anyone or any im-
age,” I replied, “however, I dis-
tinctly heard a voice saying: do 
something about the children.” 
From that moment, I felt very 
much relieved as if a heavy 
weight had been lifted off my 
shoulders.

My brother told me that we 
had to go again to the tomb of 
Dervish Luzha. That is what 
we did… I felt a different man 
after that night and a growing 
sense of courage self-belief in 
me.

What was that voice and 
where did it come from? I be-
lieved it came from the tyrbe 
(tomb dedicated to dervishes) 
of Dervish Luzha.

A few days later, I travelled 
with Brahë Ali Gegëhyseni to 
purchase a photograph in the 
town of Bajram Curri. He gave 
me a small photo of Dervish 
Luzha and I took it with me to 
Tirana. I was again accompa-
nied by Brahë Ali Gegëhyseni 
and Fadil Furriku and we met 
with a talented artist, a painter. 
I asked him whether he could 
enlarge the photo and use the 
color that Dervisha Luzha so 
much admired. He loved the 

season of spring and the green 
color that came with it.

“The spring resembles the 
birth of man, the blossom of a 
fl ower, the start of life…,” he 
used to say. The artist worked 
the whole day and produced a 
large photo in color. 

Three months later, after 
I returned to America, I met 
with Hasan Gashi and some 
other teachers who had opened 
an Albanian school in the 
Bronx. They asked for my help 
to convince the authorities in 
the Bronx borough so that one 
of the local public schools could 
offer a classroom free of charge, 
to hold classes in the Albanian 
language.

So, together with Hasan 
Gashi, Shaqir Gjonbalaj, Der-
vish Ramë Çelaj, Martin Pa-
povic, Father Pjetër Popaj and 
Mark Shkreli, we went to the 
offi ce of District 10 Superinten-
dent John Reehill who was very 
sympathetic to our request and 
the Albanian school began its 
work in the Bronx in a class-
room provided for free.

Meanwhile, I intended to 
start a foundation named for 
Dervish Luzha, with the pur-
pose of supporting the school, 
but my father Ali Alia con-
vinced me against it. “Never 
mix school with religion or pol-
itics,” he wisely advised.

    It is important to remem-
ber again how natural and easy 
it had suddenly become for me 
to engage in these efforts in the 
service of my nation and my 
community since that dream 
episode back in the place of my 
birth.    

Suddenly I was fi lled with 
trust in my efforts and belief in 
the victory of our causes.

In 1993, I went on to found 
the Foundation of the Alba-
nian American Society, which 
has been very active for many 
years and has played an impor-
tant role in the life of the Alba-
nian community here in the 
United States, in New York and 
beyond.

Twice during 2000 and 2001, 
the mayor of New York City, 
Rudolph Giuliani presented 
our foundation with special 
proclamations declaring No-
vember 28th as the Day of the 
Albanians in New York. (It was 
an initiative of our foundation 
to start the beautiful tradition 
of raising the Albanian fl ag in 
front of the City Hall on our na-
tional holiday, starting from 
1997.)

During the last two years, 
in cooperation with the NYC 
Council offi ce of James Vacca 

our foundation has organized 
the celebration of Kosova inde-
pendence in the City Hall, with 
the participation of numerous 
Albanian-American activists, 
American politicians and per-
sonalities of art, culture and 
science. 

Another highlight of our co-
operation with Mr. Vacca was 
naming a street in the Bronx, 
as ‘Mother Teresa Way’, a beau-
tiful gesture in honor of the fa-
mous Albanian saint and No-
bel Prize winner.

My engagement in all these 
activities and in many others 
has been inspired and encour-
aged by the life and work of 
Dervish Luzha.

Interestingly, I have met 
this great personality only 
once, when I was only three 
years old. I still remember it. 
He came to our house, held me 
on his lap and gave me an ap-
ple.

Dervish Luzha was a great 
humanitarian, patriot, pre-
scient man and prophet from 
whom I and many others like 
me have found the strength 
and the audacity to do great 
deeds for the Albanians.

The rich legacy of Der-

vish Luzha

Thousands of people, from 
every walk of life, belonging 
to different generations and re-
ligion affi liations, when they 
want to emphasize their word 
and stance on issues of honor, 
dignity and truth, they say: 
“I swear on Dervish Luzha’s 
tomb…”

Whenever they feel down, 
are suffering or feeling sick, 
unable to fi nd peace or healing, 
they go to the tomb of Dervish 
Luzha, they bow in front of it 
with trust and belief that it is 
there that the true “cure” will 
be given to them. There they 
look for regeneration and heal-
ing. No matter what they reli-
gion is, many people in distress 
say: “May Dervish Luzha help 
me…” 

Numerous are those who 
keep his portrait at home, in 
their wallet or as medallion, 
hanged around the neck or in 
their car as safe companion, 
trusting the help of the soul of 
Dervish Luzha.

It has been several years 
since this man is not physically 
alive. His soul rests in peace. 
However, his name and fame 
has only grown in our Alba-
nian world that knows no bor-
ders.

So, who was this rare man, 
this saint in whom so many 
people today place their trust?

Dervish Luzha was born in 
Luzha in 15 of July 1904. His 
parents were very happy be-
cause he was their fi rst son.

As the tradition has it, Tar-
çuk Sefa announced the news 
by fi ring from his three rifl es 
three shots in the air. The oth-
ers responded to the news with 
their rifl es and shouting the 
wish from afar “May he live a 
long life, ohooooo…”

During his entire life, the 
doors were open to him and he 
was welcomed in the Malësia e 

Tropojës, Rrafshi i Dukagjinit, 
from Rugova to Kaçanik, in 
Puka, Hasi and Mirdita. 

Wherever he went, stood 
and slept, he never showed the 
smallest expectation or sense 
of entitlement.

He never uttered profanities 
or spoke badly of someone else. 
He never coveted anything 
that belonged to others. He of-
fered his wishes and blessings 
to everyone in need or to who 
had called for his help. There 
were many expressions of peo-
ple still remember: “God for-
gives you if you err only once”, 
“Take care of yourself and God 
will take care of you”, “What-
ever you do, you do it to your-
self”, etc.

    Mehmet Idriz Doçi, in his 
book Irrigation in Tropoja, 
writes among other things: 
“In the Malësia e Gjakovës, 
Dervish Luzha was honored 
as a saint. When the country 
was liberated he kept three 
symbols with him: the pick-
axe, the shovel and the lute, 
about which he said let’s do 
our work, bring out the wa-
ter, open the irrigation canals 
and only then let’s rejoice and 
sing. In determining the coor-
dinates of the underground lo-
cations of the water, his only 
instrument was his unmistak-
able sword. He would strike 
the ground with it and tell the 
villagers where the water was 
supposed to be.

He would say: “take the wa-
ter out, accommodate yourself, 
because you are doing a good 
deed to yourself and your chil-
dren.” Those water sources 
that he discovered have re-
mained as part of his very rich 
legacy in service of the society 
and their presence there today 
is one of the reasons his name 
is still mentioned with great re-
spect.”

The people of Tropoja, con-
sciously, naturally and with-
out any intellectual effort, 
impressed by his uncommon 
behavior, actions and predic-
tions have worshipped Dervish 
Luzha, by creating a indispens-
able spiritual institution which 
symbolizes the love for the fa-
therland and humanism, the 
love for the people, the evoca-
tion of the good and the rejec-
tion of the evil, the harmony, 
the understanding and the 
reconciliation. He remains a 
model of the perfect man. 

(Shortened excerpt from the 
book of Uk, Ismet, Qamil and 
Sami Balaj, Luzha and the Lu-
zhans during the XVI–XX cen-
turies.)
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Biography of Can Mala Mulosmanaj

CAN MALA MULOSMANAJ

BY HAJDIN ALIJAJ
Can Mala Mulosmanaj was born on 

June 23, 1923 to a noble patriotic family 
of Bujan in Tropoje, northern Albania. 
He continued on the same road of his 
forefathers, the road for freedom. The 
family fought any invader who invaded 
the Albanian lands. And they did that 
for more than 200 years. 

The most well known are: Ali Mula 
(from which they took the last name, 
Mulosmanaj; Binak Alia (1895-1910) a 
great leader of the Albanian League of 
Prizrend who resolved many bloodfeuds 
of the time; Mic Sokoli, one of the most 
well known fi ghters against the Turks 
and Dervish Pasha; and Shaban Binaku 
(1851- 1910) another great leader against 
the Turks, who later was executed to-
gether with another great leader of the 
time Avdulla Hoxha in city of Yakova  
(Gjakova - Kosova).

One of the last is Can’s father Mal 
Shabani who was executed by the Com-
munist government of Albania in year 
1949. In the same year, Can escaped and 
emigrated to Kosova, (then part of Yu-
goslavia ) with his large family to avoid 
prosecution by the Communist govern-
ment! 

In Kosova he stayed and began his 
own family. In 1967 he left for Italy and 
then went on to the United States of 
America, where he was reunited with 
the many countrymen that came before 

him - one of them was Ali Rizaj.
Here he started working, and his 

kids continued school. He was happy, 
but always thinking about those that 
were left behind in Albania, who spend 

years in concentration camps.
Even in the United States Can Mala 

Mulosmanaj was respected by all in the 
Albanian community at large until his 
last breath in 1984. He loved this coun-

try. I heard him say many times, may 
God bless his soul, “We left our country, 
not by choice, but to escape prosecution, 
but we found a better one that guaran-
tees freedom and liberty for all!”

2  130
P.S. 14

From

Bronx Tax ManThomas C. Bible
Bible

RALPH SQUITIERI
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Domestic & International Airline Tickets

Special Fares To 
TIRANA, PRISHTINA, SHKUP

and PODGORICA

(914) 237-6400
1054 McLean Avenue, Yonkers, NY 10704

www/kosovatours.us

Kosovatours International
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History of Zenel Adem Alijaj

ZENEL ADEM ALIJAJ

ZENEL ADEM ALIJAJ
Zenel Adem Alijaj was born in 

1910 in a village of Ahmataj, Albania. 
Coming from a patriotic family,  he 
was among the fi rst to join Ram Muje 
Hoxha in the mountains of northern 
Albania to fi ght the Fascist Italian oc-
cupation in 1939. 

He was later captured and ques-
tioned by the General Badoglio who  
tried to convince him that Italians 
were on Albania’s side. Zenel re-
sponded by bravely speaking out about 
Italian atrocities during its occupa-
tion. Badoglio was taken aback, but 
in a rare show of mercy allowed him 
to leave unharmed, he did not want to 
produce a martyr for the anti-Italian 
cause. 

Zenel, spent time in a prison camp 
and later joined the nationalist fi ghter 
Gani Beg Kryeziu, who supported 
America and Britain, in their fi ght 
against Fascist Italy, Nazi Germany 
and Communsts, until the end of war.

In the struggle for power after the 
war, Zenel and 33 other fi ghters were 
granted amnesty if they handed in 
their weapons. Those that did were 
taken straight away for execution at 
a large well in the village of Herec in 
Kosova. Gani Beg Kryeziu was taken 
to Belgrade where he died many years 
later despite British attempts to have 

him granted clemency. 
Zenel Alijaj and Mal Shyti were the 

only two to escape the massacre. They 
jumped off the truck and ran towards 
the mountains, where they hid. Sadly 
Shyti was shot trying to escape into 
Greece. Zenel was nursed away in se-
cret.

The next few years were hard and 
diffi cult under the emerging Commu-
nist dictatorship of an enterprising 
Hoxha. In 1952 Zenel Alijaj escaped 
with his entire family from Albania 
to Kosova, Yugoslavia after he was 
tipped off about a government crack-
down on former soldiers that had not 
allied with the Communist Party. 

In Zenel lived in Kosova many 
years, but decided he could not take 
being a second-class citizen. 

In 1972 he left for Italy and fi nally 
reached America in 1973 where he 
found his relatives and friends, such 
as Ali Rizaj, Rexhep Alijaj, Can Mala 
Mulosmanaj, Shpen Lamaj, Hasan 
Isufi  Zherka and others. 

He lived until 2001. In America, 
Enel took part in many demonstra-
tions against the Communist regimes 
in Yugoslavia and Albania and later 
Serbian nationalist extremism.

His hope was that one day all Al-
banians would be united and live in 
a free democratic society. Zenel was 

happy to live in the Bronx, and was 
very greatful to be in a multi-cultural 
area where people lived free lives. He 

lived an exemplary  life of devotion to 
freedom, no matter the circumstances 
or risk to his life.

JOHN CERINI
Agent/Broker

Congratulations To

KOSOVA
On The Anniversary Of Your 
Independence, February 17

CAPITAL SHIELD AGENCY
INSURANCE

Call Toll Free: 1-877-829-1177
3707 E. Tremont Avenue • Bronx, NY
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KOSOVA
Authentic Italian Cuisine

Our resturant is available for business meetings or family functions

Da Franco & Tony
Ristorante

2815 Middletown Road (next door to Frank’s Pizza)
TEL 718.684.2815 FAX 718.597.3331  
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS · WE DELIVER!

Congratulations To Kosova 

On Independence Day, 

February 17th!

Expires 4/15/2014

There’s always something to pay for.
Don’t lose out on your maximum refund.

Let us help get what you deserve.

At Bronx Tax Man, we will work hard to 
maximize your Tax Refunds

CONGRATULATIONS

KOSOVA
ON YOUR INDEPENDENCE
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Ali Rizaj fought till the end

ALI RIZAJ

BY  HAJDIN ALIJAJ
Ali Rizaj was born June 23, 1924 in 

Luzhe, Tropoje to a patriotic family in 
northern Abania. 

As a young man he was educated 
with great traditional values that 
would one day make him a great and 
valuable man to his homeland,  pro-
tecting it from enemies and invaders 
the same way his predecessors did be-
fore him. 

During World War ll, he along with 
most of the young men of his town, took 
arms and united with the well known 
anti Fascist-Nazi liberation front of 
Gani Beg Kryeziu. 

He fought all the way till the war’s 
end. But, at the end of the war,  nation-
alists were betrayed by the  Commu-
nists who confi scated the power and 
divided Albanian lands once more. He 
went back home dissatisfi ed that noth-
ing could be done. 

It was 1945, when Yugoslavian Com-
munists jailed opponents and national-
ists. One of them was Gani Beg Kryeziu 
of Yakova (Gjakov). Tito’s Communist 
government offered amnesty to every-
one that surrendered their arms. The 
Kryeziu group was called to Yakova to 
discuss the situation. Most member re-
fused the deal, but 32 of them did. That 
same day they were arrested and at 3 
a.m. in the morning they  were  massa-

cred outside the town of Herech, except 
for two that escaped. They were Zenel 
Adem Alijaj and Muje Shyti. Mr. Shyti 
was killed a week along the Greek bor-
der trying to escape into Greece.

    Ali escaped this situation by not 
going to the summit that day. But he 
didn’t escape the fear of the govern-
ment. Seeing the situation getting 
worst everyday he decided to immi-
grate. And he did, with all his family 
in 1951.

The problem with the Communists 
didn’t stop there. The Tito government 
jailed Ali Rezaj in 1957. He spent three 
and half years in jail. And then was 
united with his family. 

In 1962 he and his family left for It-
aly, where they stayed for a short time 
before leaving for the United States of 
America. 

There he was united with his 
friends and relatives. Some of them 
were from Said Beg Kryeziu, includ-
ing the brother of Gani Beg Kryeziu, 
Can Mala Mulosmanaj and later on he 
reunited with Zenel Alijaj. 

They were respected and true 
friends till the last breath of their life 
and respected fi gures in their Alba-
nian community and within the multi 
cultural comunity. Ali was great pa-
triot, and a great loving and caring 
father and unstoppable preacher for 

freedom and Liberty and unity of Al-
banian lands (ethic Albania). And 

their families follow his footsteps even 
to this day!

Full Service
Real Estate

Management

Full Service 
Real Estate 
Brokerage

3397 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, New York 10461

347-810-0070

www.jlpmetro.com

Congratulations 
Kosova!
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Albanians in 
ancient Europe

BY BAJRAM DOKA
Greek-Latin epigraphy and archeol-

ogy have afforded signifi cant scientifi c 
fi ndings in research into the history of 
humankind. 

Historians, researchers and ana-
lysts of Greek-Latin cultures have fre-
quently encountered inscriptions that 
they could not decipher nor transcribe 
using Greek or Latin derivatives while 
conducting research. 

This is because these inscriptions 
are a product of the Pellasgo-Illyrian 
culture, which has yet to be fully re-
vealed. Ten thousand years ago, when 
the armies of Atlantis were operating 
on both shores of the Atlantic Ocean, 
they attempted to invade the Pelas-
gians, but were defeated. 

This prompts a question regarding 
whether the Pelasgians passed through 
Atlantis to the western shores of Atlan-
tic Ocean. Such a movement would ex-
plain the many similarities in the cul-
tural identities of the Aztec, Mayan and 
Incan civilizations of the Amer-indi-
ans, and the ancient Greece cultures. 

The Goths, who journeyed from the 
‘Mainland West’, inhabited Europe 
at that time. They inhabited Europe 
prior to the Trojan exodus. 

This supposition is supported by 
strong evidence in the form of etymo-
logical materials, epigraphical, and 
archaeological fi ndings. 

The Osinchani script, which is 
6000-7000 years old, and another script 
found in Sitovo, Bulgaria, are over 
4,500 years old and provide witness to 
an age dominated by European inhab-

itants who lived in the region long ago 
before the Trojan exodus and the re-
turn to the west of the Dardanians. 

The Bosnian pyramids; the 
Magdalenièn cave paintings in the 
Franco-Cantabria’s region, in Alta-
mira, Spain, in Trois Frères in the 
south of France, in Masd’Azil; Stone-
henge, the Salisbury Plain and other 
fi ndings and sites of archaeological 
signifi cance in Europe should not be 
subjected only to groups of research-
ers loyal to theological tenets. 

While the transcription of inscrip-
tions has been impossible using com-
mon epigraphical resources from the 
Greek and Latin Languages, the appli-
cation of Albanian linguistic analysis 
has resulted in effective readings and 
transcription, based on the assump-
tion of Illyrian ancestry. 

The range of mountains in cen-
tral Europe called the (Julian) Alps 
retains the same name as the moun-
tains of northern Albania, also called 
the (Albanian) Alps, and the residents 
of both these regions are known as Al-
pines or Albins. 

The word ‘Alb’ is found in many to-
ponyms throughout Europe and the 
Balkan Peninsula (Illyricum), and 
also in France, Wales, the UK, Scot-
land, Sweden, Denmark, Germany, 
and in the Basque areas of Italy.

Therefore, we see the infl ux of the 
culture and history of the Pelasgo-Il-
lyrians and the Alban-Illyrians every-
where in Europe and in surrounding 
areas (e.g. Asia Minor, Phrygia, Capa-
docia, Crete, etc.).  

BY DR. HASAN ADEMAJ
More than a century ago, the Alba-

nian issue was brought to the table of 
European diplomacy.  

 Everything  started  at the Saint 
Stephen Conference (1878), and contin-
ued with the Congress of Berlin (1878), 
the Conference of Ambassadors in 
London (1913), then later with the Ver-
sailles Conference and the Paris Peace 
Conference (1946), after World War II.  

 The issues of occupation (1913), 
and the reoccupation of Kosova (1945), 
were raised alongside it as well. 

 After more than a century, the Al-
banian issue had fi nally become the 
topic of discussion, but this time be-
cause of Kosova, in terms of deciding 
the fate of the Albanian population in 
general and Kosova in particular. 

 During these two centuries, when 
the Albanian issue was brought to the 

The historical reality of Kosova
table of European and world diplo-
macy, it was because of  bloody wars. 

 It started with the liberation war 
and the forces of the League of Priz-
ren, until the League’s forces were de-
feated military. 

 It was at this point that the tables 
of European diplomacy brought the 
Albanian lands to market. 

 When the disintegration of the for-
mer Yugoslavia began, the problem of 
Kosova was worsening and for the Al-
banian nation, a war of liberation was 
unavoidable.

After a ten year peaceful resistance 
of the Kosovar Albanian, led by Dr. 
Ibrahim Rugova, Serbian regime con-
tinued the repression and despotic 
genocide upon Albanians. The Ser-
bian paramilitary units appeared to 
be recruiting members and increasing 
their presence in the region (Kosova). 

 As a result, small groups of Koso-
var guerillas, later to be known as the 
Kosova Liberation Army (KLA), were 
formed and began their defensive re-
sistance against the Serbian perpetra-
tions.

Though KLA, led by legendary 
commander Adem Jashari, was lightly 
armed, Serbia used it as a pretext, and 
in turn, practiced full assault into the 
Albanian civilians. 

The massive burnings of villages 
throughout Kosova were used as pre-
text against the KLA, while in fact that 
was against the unarmed populations.  

 This time the international com-
munity took the side of the liberating 
forces of the Albanian population, 
partly because they wanted to correct 
their historical injustices toward Al-
banians.  

Also, in the history of the strongest 

military forces, the North Atlantic 
Alliance, or NATO as it is commonly 
known, for the fi rst time undertook 
military actions in the air against 
the Serb military and police station 
in Kosova, and Serbia in order to pre-
vent and put an end to the tragic war 
against the ethnic Albanians.  

North Atlantic Alliance interven-
tion in Kosova began on March 24, 
1999, and it ended on June 12, 1999.  

The change of the historical reality 
in Kosova through the war of libera-
tion infl uenced change in other areas 
of the Balkans.

Kosova was liberated in 1999, and 
declared its independence on Febru-
ary 17, 2008. It is today a sovereign na-
tion, an important factor of peace and 
stability in the Balkans as well as a 
loyal ally of the United Stated of Amer-
ica.

SUPPORTING THE ALBANIANS

(L-r) Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr., Esad A. Rizai and Governor Andrew Cuomo.

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. addresses the Albanian community.
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Local leaders and Albanian American 
community members united in cele-
brating Kosova’s historic independence 
from Serbia.  Hosted by the Albanian 
American Society Foundation, Sons 
and Daughters of Albania in America 
and Fordham University, the Sunday, 
February 14 event commemorated the 
8th anniversary of Kosova’s indepen-
dence by paying tribute to its national 
heroes Isa Boletini, Adem Jashari, Ta-
hir Sinani and Agim Ramadani.  Held 
inside Keating Hall’s fi rst fl oor audi-
torium, the yearly ceremony featured 
distinguished guests from the Albanian 
American community who participated 
in a panel discussion regarding the fu-
ture of the independent nation.  In ad-
dition, AASF members were presented 
with proclamations issued by Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr. to honor the 
recently formed nation’s distinguished 
heroes. A live orchestra performed 
traditional Albanian music.
     Below, Professor Palombo (l) was 
congratulated by Alijaj following the 
panel discussion.
     Below left, Faruk (l), Idriz and Fatmir 
Hulaj from Merita Halili and the Raif 
Hyseni Orchestra performed tradition-
al Albanian music at the venue.

Bronx celebrates Kosova’s 8th 
Anniversary of Independence

Aleksander Nilaj (l), Albanian Ameri-
can Open Hand Association director 
and his daughter, Annabella Nilaj with 
Joseph McManus, Bronx Democratic 
County Committee vice chairman, at 
Sunday’s ceremony. 
 All Photos by Edwin Soto

Professor Palombo gave a rousing presenta-
tion about Kosova’s future.
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Lydig Ave. named Mother Teresa Way April 7, 2009

Esad Rizai, president and founder of the Albanian American Society, felt good about the street being renamed Mother Teresa Way at Lydig and Holland avenues on Tuesday, April 7, 2009. 
With the help of Councilman Jimmy Vacca, Esad’s dream of commemorating the Albanian nun came true        . - PHOTO BY VICTOR CHU
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IN MEMORY OF ALBANIAN HEROS

ADEM JASHARI (28 November, 1955 – 7 March, 1998). He was born in Drenica, and he is known 
as one of the founders of the Kosova Liberation Army (KLA), a Kosova Albanian organization 
which fought for the freedom of Kosovoa, from Serbia. Beginning in 1991, Jashari partici-
pated in attacks against the Serbian police before travelling to Albania to receive military 
training. Arrested in 1993, he was released at the behest of the Albanian Army and later re-
turned to Kosovo, where he continued launching attacks against the Serbian establishment. 
In July 1997, he was convicted of terrorism in absentia by a Yugoslav court. After several 
unsuccessful attempts to capture or kill him, Serbian forces launched an attack against 
Jashari’s home in Prekaz in March 1998. The battle that followed resulted in the deaths of 
58 members of Jashari’s family, including that of Jashari and his wife and son. Seen as the 
“father of the KLA”, Jashari is considered a symbol of Kosovan independence by ethnic 
Albanians. He was posthumously awarded with the title “Hero of Kosovo” following the dis-
puted territory’s declaration of independence in 2008. The National Theatre in Pristina and 
Pristina International Airport have been named after him.

TAHIR SINANI (6 May, 1964 – 29 July, 2001). He was born in Gri, near Bujan, Tropoja, Albania.
 was a leader of Albanian insurgents in Kosova and Macedonia. During the Kosova War, he 
was a commander in the Kosova Liberation Army (KLA). After the war, he was appointed a 
commander of the Third Operational Zone of the Kosova Protection Corps. 
During the Macedonian Confl ict in 2001, he was the commander of the 116 Brigade of the Na-
tional Liberation Army (NLA). He was killed on 29 July 2001 during the confl ict in Macedonia, 
and after the confl ict buried in Prizren, Kosova.  

AGIM RAMADANI (May 3, 1964 - April 11, 1999). He was born in Zhegra Village, in the munici-
pality of Gjilan, in Kosova.He fi nished his Primary education in his hometown, High School 
in Gjilan, then he went at the Military Academy, in the major of Communication, in Zagreb, 
Croatia.Poetry and painting were his passions during his high school. His poetry was pub-
lished in literary magazines, whereas painting exhibitions were organized in Croatia, where 
he worked as a military, and in Switzerland, too. After the beginning of the war in Croatia, 
he moved to Switzerland, where le lived as a political immigrant. In 1998, Ramadani was ac-
cepted as a honorary member, at the European Academy of Arts.
He was the fi rst who pulled out the stone pyramid border in Koshare. After breaking the 
Albanian-Albanian border, he died heroically, on April 11, 1999, at the place called Rrasa e 
Zogut, in Koshare, in Kosova’s territory. Now, Agim Ramadani – “KATANA”, is known as one of 
the most important and famous heroes of the Albanian modern history. And, for that, they 
raised a a big statue in front of the National Theatre in Gjilan, Kosova. His home country 
Kosova descended into war as a result of extreme repression measures by the regime of 
notorious Serbian dictator Slobodan Milosevic. Vezir Ademaj returned to join the local resis-
tance in defense of the civilian population, donating all his savings to the cause and offered 
his athletic skills to train young people who volunteered to fi ght and 
Although, he had a regulated immigrant status in Switzerland, in 1998, he responded to the 
call of his homeland KOSOVA and joined the Kosova Liberation Army, (KLA), leaving three 
children and wife in Switzerland.

VEZIR ADEMAJ (March 15, 1971 - July 25th 1998). He was born in Sheremetaj Village, near 
Gjakova, in Kosova, in a house of stone known as Kulla, an architectural gem from the 18th 
century and a natural fortress for local insurgents against foreign invaders. As a young 
man, Vezir immigrated to Switzerland to avoid being drafted in the Yugoslavian/Serbian 
Army, which had committed crimes against humanity in Croatia and Bosnia. And as an im-
migrant, he worked hard to support his family back in Kosovo and pursued his interest in 
kickboxing, rising to become champion of Switzerland and then champion of Europe, and 
his home country Kosovo descended into war as a result of extreme repression measures 
by the regime of the notorious Serbian dictator Slobodan Milosevic. Vezir Ademaj returned 
to join the local resistance in defense of the civilian population, donating all his savings to 
the cause and offered his athletic skills to train young people who volunteered to fi ght and
The proud Kulla became once again a hub for the underground network for the fi rst units of 
the nascent Kosova Liberation Army and he was promoted to commander of the Commando 
Squad of Diversion Unit of the Dukagjini Operating Zone. During the Kosova’s war, he was 
known by the conspiratorial nick name “ALFREDI”. The same nick-name he was known while 
he was kick-boxing in Switzerland.  Vezir Ademaj died a hero to the cause, when after an 
armed battle in Kallavaj, near Junik, on July 25th 1998, he refused to leave a wounded friend 
behind.  The school in Sheremetaj where he once studied and dreamed to become a teacher 
today bears his name; and the Kulla where his family lived for centuries has become a local 
history museum of his life and of national resistance and tradition.
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CALL 1-855-70-COHEN (26436)
Cohen’s Gentle Dental

183 West 231 Street

Bronx, NY 10463

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
1 East Fordham Road

Bronx, NY 10468
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Bronx, NY 10462

www.cohensgentledental.com
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AArthur Avenue and East 187th Street, New York’s Real Little Italy,  

is happy to welcome you to shop and dine in the neighborhood.  

The tradition of quality, value and service on Arthur Avenue is truly unique 

and we’re proud to be a vital part of the Bronx.  

Come to the Real Little Italy  

for world-class restaurants, high quality artisanal food shops  

and specialty stores carrying superb handmade local and imported items.  

BronxLi�leItaly.com 
@BronxLi�leItaly 
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Like Us On
Facebook

Your Bronx

Neighbor That

Cares For You

2000 E. GUN HILL ROAD
BRONX, NY 10469

(718) 320-0400
WWW.KINGSHARBOR.COM

Like Us On
Facebook

2000 E. GUN HILL ROAD
BRONX, NY 10469

(718) 320-0400
WWW.KINGSHARBOR.COM

WHO KNEW ALL OF THIS

Your Bronx

Neighbor That

Cares For You

Five Star
Quality Rated
by Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services

Ranked In 1st
Quintile by New 

York State Quality 
Pool Indicators

WAS AT KINGS HARBOR?

I visited the beauty 
salon, made new 
friends and went 

to the theatre.
All of this while 

receiving excellent 
medical care and 
rehabilitation at

ALBANIAN SPEAKING
STAFF AVAILABLE
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CHARMINGLY LOCATED 75 FEET OFF E. TREMONT AVE
DOWN THE ALLEY WAY IN THE THROGS NECK MALL

3604C EAST TREMONT AVE  (718) 824-0168

Open: Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm
Fri & Sat 11am-12 Midnight

Smoked Brisket, Fall-Off-The-Bone St. Louis Ribs,
Tender Pulled Pork, Along With A Wide Assortment Of Side Dishes

UN
DE

R N
EW

MAN
AG

EM
EN

T

$500
All Day!

Dine In Only
WITH THIS AD

10OFF
%

ALLEY CAT
TRADITIONAL BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE
SMOKEHOUSE

(718) 824-0168

See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House.

Let Us Sell Your Home
Distinguished Homes & Properties

Phone: 718-684-1411 Cell: 917-957-6800
3602 E Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465

Larry “Large” Weinstein

Top Producer

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND THREE 
BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

1300 sqft Rental Space - $4500 Neg.
2500 sqft Rental Space - $6500 Neg.

Offi ce/Retail Space - Starting at $800/Month

TREMONT AVENUE - GREAT FOOT, CAR AND BUS TRAFFIC

Pelham Pkwy North.  1 Bedroom.  $1300.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

COMMERCIAL SPACE

APARTMENTS WANTED

COMING SOON
TO THE THROGGS NECK MALL



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, FEBRUARY 19-25, 201638    BTR

BY TINA M. BELLER, U.S. ARMY 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS SPECIALIST

For most high school teach-
ers and their students, learn-
ing occurs in classrooms out-
fi tted with chalkboards and 
small desks only youth can re-
ally comfortably fi t into.

However, soldiers assigned 
to the U.S. Army Recruiting 
Company Bronx relocated 
the classroom to the spacious 
Bartow Avenue Dallas BBQ 
where learning about today’s 
Army took on a whole new 
school of thought for 25 local 
educators.  

“Taking us out of school for 
this Army event was not only 
fun, but also it allowed me to 
focus on the Army’s different 
levels of commitment and how 
I am better able to advise my 
students about Army opportu-
nities,” said Lauren Wittman, 
a college advisor employed at 
the Bronx Arena High School.

While enjoying the Dallas 
BBQ’s trademarked barbe-
cued ribs and chicken, these 
Army guests were introduced 
to a career exploration tool 
called the Armed Services 
Vocational Aptitude Battery 

Army of Bronx teachers explore career ops

that is free to all schools and 
students, according to Vivian 
Moss, ASVAB program man-
ager for the U.S. Military En-
trance Processing Station 
New York City.

“Most teachers and school 
administrators are unin-
formed about the ASVAB and 

how this free career explora-
tion tool gives today’s kids an 
introduction to careers and 
college options,” said Moss.

“Plus, when we adminis-
ter the test for free in high 
schools, we only require the 
student’s name and school, 
so we can provide them with 

Presenting career exploration opportunities to an audience of teachers, 
guidance counselors and school administrators, Vivian E. Moss, the AS-
VAB Program Manager assigned to Fort Hamilton in Brooklyn, explains 
how she can bring the ASVAB into Bronx-based schools to better help 
today’s students understand all of their career options based on their 
individual ASVAB scores.

their results within seven to 
10 business days,” she said.  

“We do not collect the tes-
ters’ addresses or phone num-
bers, which alleviates parents’ 
concerns about Armed Forces 
recruiters who contact their 
children via telephone,” said 
Moss, who recommends teach-
ers call her at 718-765-7344 to 
schedule the ASVAB.

Students who want to un-
derstand themselves better, 
more specifi cally, their work-
related interests, before the 
ASVAB is scheduled to come 
to their school, can log onto the 
ASVAB’s FYI (Find Your In-
terests) page located at:  http://
www.asvabprogram.com/in-
dex.cfm?fuseaction=learn.in-
terests

According to Moss, FYI is 
an interest inventory that asks 
the user questions about the 
types of activities in which he 
or she is interested.  The site 
helps users fi nd careers that 
match their interests, aiding 
users in determining career 
fi elds and occupations that are 
satisfying.

Luncheon participants also 
observed short presentations 
by guest speakers from Ford-

ham ROTC and the U.S. Mili-
tary Academy at West Point.  
Both prestigious organiza-
tions offer qualifi ed students 
various amounts of scholar-
ship dollars in exchange for 
Army service obligations.  

An education at either 
Fordham University or the 
U.S. Military Academy at 
West Point help develop traits 
like interpersonal skills, lead-
ership and communication, 
all prized by civilian employ-
ers that seek to hire veterans 
after they’ve complete their 
military service.

“Because we realize the 
Army is a partner in education 
with our Bronx-based schools, 
we wanted to engender a posi-
tive relationship with these 
teachers, guidance counsel-
ors and administrators about 
what the Army can offer to-
day’s youth,” said Army event 
coordinator Staff Sgt. Jessica 
M. Jones.

“If you know someone 
who needs a little direction, 
a pathway into the U.S. Army 
through education may be 
what they need,” Jones said.  

Staff Sgt. Jones can be 
reached at (713) 614-1515.

Tooth decay, more com-
monly known as cavities, is one 
of the most common chronic 
conditions of childhood in the 
United States — fi ve times as 
common as asthma, and seven 
times as common as hay fever, 
according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-

tion. Untreated tooth decay 
can cause pain and infections 
that may lead to problems 
with eating, speaking, play-
ing and learning. As a result, 
more than 51 million school 
hours are lost each year, lead-
ing to increased educational 

‘Give Kids A Smile Day’ at 
Union Community Health Center

disparities and decreased pro-
ductivity. 

Union Community Health 
Center (UCHC) seized the op-
portunity to raise awareness 
and bring attention to the chil-
dren’s oral health issues by 
offering free dental screen-
ings throughout the month 

of February in recognition of 
National Children’s Dental 
Health Month and hosted a 
kick-off event on Give Kids A 
Smile Day, a national program 
that was created by the Ameri-
can Dental Association.

Attitudes and habits estab-

By participating in the annual celebration 
of National Children’s Dental Health Month, 

members of the dental team, parents, teachers 
and others can instill healthy oral health habits 
in children at an early age and keep children’s 

smiles beautiful now and for years to come.
Dr. Lisa Van Eyndhoven

lished at an early age are criti-
cal in maintaining good oral 
health throughout life,” said 
Dr. Lisa Van Eyndhoven, pe-
diatric dentist at UCHC. “By 
participating in the annual 
celebration of National Chil-
dren’s Dental Health Month, 
members of the dental team, 
parents, teachers and others 
can instill healthy oral health 
habits in children at an early 
age and keep children’s smiles 
beautiful now and for years to 
come.” 

Capitalizing on a nation-
wide observance allows UCHC 
to refocus the community’s 
attention on the importance 
of good oral health practices 
among children as to prevent 
dental issues that can impact 
their overall health. 

To make an appointment 
today, call (718) 220-2020. 

Bronx residents can also 
visit the dental departments 
at our 260 E. 188th St and 2021 
Grand Concourse locations 
for a free dental screening 
throughout the month of Feb-
ruary.

Union Community Health Center participates in National Children’s Den-
tal Health Month.
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Bronx Polar Bears take dip Bronx Polar Bears take dip 
against homelessnessagainst homelessness

Liga Freimane (l) and Anna Romanovich relax on the sand and snow. Photo by Edwin Soto

The Bronx Polar Bears had their 2016 annual swim off the icy shores of Orchard 
Beach on Saturday, February 6.  This year’s event was ‘A Dip Against Home-

lessness,’ and for the second year raised awareness about the plight of the 
homeless. Among the group braving the cold waters off Orchard Beach are 

Anna Romanovich, Liga Freimane, Valdis Freimanis, Kim Zirino, Val Rich and 
Michael Max Knobbe.

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto greets 

polar bear Jim McDonnell. 

 
Photo by Edwin Soto

The polar bears gather on the boardwalk for to get 
ready for their dip. Photo by Edwin Soto

Latoya Cooks (l) and Asia Perez
 Photo by Edwin Soto
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St. Barnabas Hospital (SBH 
Health System) has been rec-
ognized as a “Leader in LGBT 
Healthcare Equality” by the 
Human Rights Campaign 
(HRC) Foundation, the educa-
tional arm of the nation’s larg-
est lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender civil rights orga-
nization.

 The fi ndings were part of 
HRC Foundation’s Healthcare 
Equality Index 2015 - 2016, a 
unique annual survey that en-
courages equal care for LGBT 
Americans, and recognizes 
healthcare institutions doing 
the best work.  Recognition 
is based on the following four 
criteria for LGBT patient-cen-
tered care known as the “Core 

St. Barnabas leader in LBGT patient care
Four:

• Patient Non-Discrimina-
tion.  Patient non-discrimi-
nation policy (or patients’ bill 
of rights) includes the term 
“sexual orientation” and the 
term “gender identity.”  LGBT-
inclusive patient non-discrim-
ination policy is communi-
cated to patients in at least 
two documented ways AND is 
communicated to staff.

•  Equal Visitation.  Visita-
tion policy explicitly grants 
equal visitation to LGBT pa-
tients and their visitors and 
is communicated to patients 
in at least two documented 
ways AND is communicated 
to staff.

• Employment Non-Discrim-

ination.  Employment non-dis-
crimination policy (or equal 
employment opportunity pol-
icy) includes the term “sexual 
orientation” and the term “gen-
der identity,” which is commu-
nicated to the public in at least 
one documented way.

•  Training in LGBT Pa-
tient-Centered Care.  The staff 
receives training in LGBT pa-
tient-centered care.

“This is a great honor and 
a testament to the outstand-
ing work the staff has done in 
identifying steps we believe 
needed to be taken and then 
implementing a meaningful 
and impactful program,” said 
Len Walsh, Executive Vice 
President and Chief Operating 

Offi cer at St. Barnabas Hospi-
tal.  “This is particularly im-
portant in an area like the 
Bronx, which is so diversifi ed 
in terms of the culture, tradi-
tions, languages and sexual 
orientation of the people who 
live and work here.”

 The Bronx is the poorest 
county in New York State with 
approximately 30% of resi-
dents living in poverty, and a 
12% unemployment rate.  Ac-
cording to a study by the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin and the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foun-
dation, the county fi nished 
in 62nd and last place in New 
York State when it comes to 
health and lifestyle (including 
access to healthy food, air pol-

lution, smoking rates, obesity, 
teen births and other factors).  

 “A person’s sexuality 
should be a critical piece of 
information a doctor needs, 
but unfortunately many cli-
nicians are not trained to ask 
the right questions, and not 
every LGBT patient feels com-
fortable disclosing certain in-
formation,” said Lynette Alva-
rado, who chairs the hospital’s 
diversity committee, which 
played a key role in the hospi-
tal’s achievement.   “This rec-
ognition shows that St. Barna-
bas Hospital is a progressive 
institution that respects the 
diversity of the patients and 
families we see here on a day-
to-day basis.”

St. Barnabas Hospital (SBH 
Health System) will hold a free 
breastfeeding class for preg-
nant women on Wednesday, 
March 2 at 9 a.m. on the hos-
pital’s campus, located at 4422 
Third Avenue, in the Braker 
Building, room 400.

 Recent studies have shown 
that breastfeeding is best for 
both the baby and mother. The 
American Academy of Pedi-
atrics recommends exclusive 
breastfeeding for about six 
months, followed by contin-
ued breastfeeding as comple-
mentary foods are introduced, 
with continuation of breast-
feeding for one year or longer 
as mutually desired by mother 
and child.

 “Breastfeeding and the use 

Free breastfeeding classes offered for mothers-to-be
of human milk confer unique 
nutritional and non-nutri-
tional benefi ts to the infant 
and the mother and, in turn, 
optimize infant, child, and 
adult health as well as child 
growth and development,” 
said the AAP.  “Recently, pub-
lished evidence-based studies 
have confi rmed and quanti-
tated the risks of not breast-
feeding. Thus, infant feeding 
should not be considered as a 
lifestyle choice but rather as a 
basic health issue.”

 One study, published in 
the Annals of Oncology, found 
that breastfeeding reduced 
the risk of hormone receptor 
negative tumors, a very ag-
gressive form of breast can-
cer, by up to 20 percent.  This 

was found even among those 
new mothers who breastfed 
for only a short period of time.

 A second study, published 
in the Annals of Internal Med-
icine, found that those moth-
ers who breastfed cut their 
risk of developing type 2 dia-
betes.  This was particularly 
noticeable among women 
who breastfed for 10 or more 
months.  They cut their risk of 
diabetes by almost 60 percent.

 “As these studies reveal, 
breastfeeding is a win-win sit-
uation for the mother as well 
as the baby,” says Dr. Mark 
Rosing, chairman of OB/gyn 
at St. Barnabas Hospital in the 
Bronx, a hospital which often 
faces an uphill battle in con-
vincing women of the impor-

tance of breastfeeding.  “Hope-
fully, in the Bronx, which 
perennially scores 62nd and 
last among New York State 
counties when it comes to its 
health, these fi ndings will 
convince more women of the 
benefi ts of breastfeeding.”

 According to Dr. Rosing, 
most women are physically 
capable of nursing their chil-
dren. 

 “Many, unfortunately, 
are nervous or anxious about 
breastfeeding because they 
feel they won’t have enough 
milk, which is not usually 
the case as breastfeeding is a 
natural process the body is de-
signed to do,” he said. “Some 
are worried about pain or fail-
ure for the baby to latch on 

successfully to the mother’s 
nipple.  We need to do a better 
job of educating and guiding 
our mothers, starting during 
pregnancy.”

 Supplementing the feeding 
with formula is often the big-
gest obstacle to breastfeeding.

 “Too many babies get for-
mula which interferes with 
the established normal feed-
ing pattern,” said Dr. Rosing.  
“That’s a shame because the 
biggest – and earliest – gift a 
mother can give her child is 
human milk.”

 Breakfast and lunch will 
be served.  All attendees will 
receive baby gifts and be en-
tered into a raffl e.  For more 
information and to reserve a 
spot, call (718) 960-6375.

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
Our next meeting will be 

on Thursday, March 10 at 7:30 
p.m. at P.S. 14.  The FDNY 
will be our guest speaker so 
it is sure to be an informative 
meeting. They will speak 
about fi re safety and provide 
information that will help 
us keep our family and be-
longings safe. One of the best 
ways to do this is to have a 
smoke detector on each fl oor 
of your home. Because this is 
so crucial to fi re safety, our 
guest speaker will be bring-
ing free smoke detectors.

Dues

Thank you to our mem-
bers that have already sent 
in their dues.  If you have not 
yet done so, please send your 
dues of $10 to 1145 Hobart Av-
enue, Bronx, NY 10461.

Dues are expected on Jan-
uary 1 of each year.  We will 
wait until Monday. February 
29 for your check. If it is not 
received by that date we must 
cancel your subscription to 
the Bronx Times Reporter. 
We just cannot afford to do 
otherwise.

We ask that you tell your 
friends and neighbors about 
us. Tell them that joining 
our association is one way to 
keep our community the best 
it can be.  

We can help them network 
when there is a problem and 
keep them informed of what 
is happening in our neigh-
borhood.  

If they read the Bronx 
Times Reporter it makes 
sense to join us because a sub-
scription to the BTR would 

be $15, but it is included with 
our dues. Now, that is a great 
deal!

April Meeting

We are working with Sen-
ator Jeff Klein’s offi ce to get 
a speaker from the attorney 
general’s offi ce.  The attorney 
general is the people’s attor-
ney.  This offi ce is chock full 
of information that can pro-
tect us from fraud, identity 
theft and other crimes that 
seem prevalent in today’s 
world. 

May Meeting

In May, we will not be 
meeting at P.S. 14 because 
there is a school event on the 
evening that we were sched-
uled to meet. 

So, in place of that meet-
ing we are working with 
Klein’s offi ce to have a Bingo 
night. Stay tuned to our col-
umn for the details.

We hope to see all of you at 
the March 10 meeting.

BY MICHAEL P. MCNERNEY
Our next meeting is 

scheduled for Wednesday, 
February 24, at 7:30 p.m.

The meeting location is 
the Villa Maria Academy 
Cafeteria. 

Our planned guest 
speaker will be from the NYC Department of Sanita-

tion. 
The association can be 

reached via mail at P.O. 
Box 211, Bronx, NY 10465.

Please remember,:
“Take pride in your 

community; your home 
extends beyond your prop-
erty line!”
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On February 4, The Montefi ore Einstein Center for Heart and Vascular Care kicked off their Heart Month activities at the Moses Campus with a ceremony, followed by a group walk of the 
‘Montefi ore Mile,’ an indoor one mile track.  This month, a variety of free events will be available to communities in the Bronx and Westchester, including free heart screenings, healthy 
eating and cooking demonstrations, and educational talks.

HEALTHY HEARTS, HAPPY HEARTS AT MONTEFIORE MEDICAL CENTER

Montefi ore leadership members and staff walk the ‘Montefi ore Mile’ to signify the beginning of Heart Month Victor Chu

Senator Gustavo Rivera, Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson and Assemblyman Michael Blake 
co-hosted a Black History Month celebration on Saturday, February 6 at the Claremont 
Neighborhood Center to honor outstanding community members.  Under this year’s theme 
of ‘keeping our community’s healthy’, the celebration also hosted local health organizations 
which provided participants with health information, tips on preventative measures and an 
array of free health screenings.

RIVERA’S BLACK HISTORY MONTH CELEBRATION

Senator Rivera, Councilwoman Gibson and Assemblyman Blake stand with a group of Phi 
Sigma Chi performers. Photo courtesy of Senator Gustavo Rivera’s Offi ce

Joanne Allers from Local 372 (c) was honored by Senator Rivera and the event’s co-spon-
sors Councilwoman Gibson and Assemblyman Blake. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Gustavo Rivera’s Offi ce

(l-r) Carmine Musumeci, state deputy of New York; John Sweeney, treasurer, New York Chap-
ter; Joseph Kearns, president, New York Chapter; Timothy Barr, executive vice president, 
Calvary Fund and John McArdle, NYS Council. Calvary Hospital

The New York Chapter Knights of Columbus hosted their Communion Mass and Breakfast 
Benefi t for Calvary Hospital on Sunday, February 7.  The hospital hosted 170 people at the 
36th annual event sponsored by the local chapter.  The chapter presented a check for 
$18,500 to Timothy Barr, executive vice president of the Calvary Fund. To date the NY chap-
ter has raised more than $1 million for the hospital.

CALVARY HOSPITAL RAISES FUNDS 

The Eastern Athletic Association for the Blind Tourmament took place on January 30 at the New 
York Institute for Special Education in Pelham Parkway. 30 visually impaired and blind students 
from schools along the East Coast participated in cheerleading and wrestling competitions.

BLIND ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION HOSTS TOURNAMENT

Participants from the Governor Morehead School in Raleigh, N.C., known as “The Chargers”, 
await their turn to compete. Edwin Soto
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BronxWorks, together 
with Triborough Preserva-
tion Partners, a partnership 
of L+M Development Part-
ners, Preservation Develop-
ment Partners, and NYCHA, 
announced the opening of 
BronxWorks at Bronxchester 
Houses. The new offi ce offers 
comprehensive and holistic 
services to children, young 
adults, families and seniors 
with the goal of improving the 
socio-economic conditions of 
the Bronxchester community.

The BronxWorks at Bronx-
chester programming includes 
afterschool and summer camp 
programs for children aged 
6 to 12, workforce develop-
ment services for working-age 
adults and senior services. 
All services will be available 
to residents and other Bronx-
chester community members.

“We are happy to announce 
BronxWork’s new offi ce at 
Bronxchester,” said Bronx-
Works executive director Ei-
leen Torres. “Through our 
partnership with Triborough 
Preservation, we are offering 
the vital resources residents 
need to improve their eco-
nomic and social well-being. 
From toddlers to seniors, we 
are providing the necessary 

BronxWorks opens at Bronxchester Houses
tools and improving opportu-
nities for success.” 

“As partners in the revi-
talization of Bronxchester, we 
knew our work here would go 
beyond renovating units,” said 
Debbie Kenyon, vice chair and 
senior partner at L+M De-
velopment Partners. “We are 
proud to call ourselves part-
ners of BronxWorks, whose 
comprehensive approach to 
programming refl ects L+M’s 
mission to holistically build 
up communities. We look for-
ward to seeing more and more 
residents get involved with 
the various BronxWorks pro-
grams and services.”

The team is working with 
BronxWorks to implement 
the overall programming fol-
lowing Triborough Preser-
vation’s rehabilitation and 
preservation of affordable 
housing units at Bronxchester 
and other NYCHA properties. 
Workforce development ser-
vices will include job readi-
ness prep, resume writing and 
interview workshops, and job 
referrals. Senior services will 
include classes and workshops 
in arts and crafts, computer 
training, health and wellness 
programs, and informational 
sessions regarding city ser-
vices.

The program’s afterschool 
and summer camp compo-
nents are funded by the New 
York City Department of Youth 
and Community Development. 
Afterschool services will in-
clude on homework help, aca-
demic enrichment and recre-
ational activities.

The event included a grand 
opening ceremony attended by 
local elected offi cials includ-
ing Deputy Bronx Borough 
President Aurelia Greene and 
Assemblyman Michael Blake. 
BronxWorks also held a sign-
up session for Bronxchester 
residents to discuss the new 
community programming 
and to learn how they can ac-
cess it.  

“Partnerships such as this 
are vital as we continue to im-
prove our borough,” said Dep-
uty Bronx Borough President 
Aurelia Greene. “We have 
seen decreases in unemploy-
ment and improvements in ed-
ucation but we must continue 
to build on those successes. 
Community programming is 
crucial to providing Bronx-
chester with the tools they 
need to improve their educa-
tion and careers. BronxWorks 
and the Triborough Preserva-
tion’s work to reinvigorate the 
Bronxchester Houses and the 

neighborhood are very much 
welcomed and appreciated by 
the community.”

“I am proud to stand with 
BronxWorks and Triborough 
Preservation Partners as they 
announce a new offi ce opening 
at the Bronxchester houses, 
said Assemblyman Michael 
Blake. “This partnership will 
bring us one step closer to re-
alizing our vision of economic 
development, education and 
equality for all residents in the 
79th Assembly District. The 

intergenerational services 
provided by BronxWorks will 
undoubtedly have a positive 
impact on the lives of children, 
young adults, families and se-
niors in our community. We 
welcome BronxWorks to our 
district and look forward to 
working together to ensure 
Bronxchester residents have 
the resources needed to im-
prove their socio-economic 
conditions. This partnership 
demonstrates that we are truly 
building a better Bronx.” 

(l-r) Jean Smith, Bronxworks board of directors member; John Weed, 
BronxWorks assistant executive director; Eileen Torres, BronxWorks ex-
ecutive director; Debbie Kenyon, L+M Development Partners vice chair-
woman, Deputy Borough President Aurelia Greene and Steven Berisha, 
C&C Management general manager cut the ribbon for the new Bronx-
chester offi ce. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

BronxNet is providing 
Bronx voters with important 
information as they head to the 
polls to vote in the 17th Coun-
cil District Special Election. 
BronxNet is helping to make 
it possible for more Bronxites 
to hear directly from the can-
didates with The NYC Votes 
Video Voter Guide and the 
BronxTalk on BronxNet CD17 
Debate.

Six candidates participated 
in the BronxTalk Debate, mod-
erated by veteran host Gary 
Axelbank, on February 12th at 
BronxNet’s studio at Lehman 
College. 

Participating candidates 
are: Rafael Salamanca, Ju-
lio Pabon, George A. Alvarez, 
Marlon M. Molina, Rev. J. Lo-
ren Russell and Joann Otero.

The NYC Votes Video Voter 
Guide debuts on BronxNet this 
Saturday, February 13, and the 
BronxTalk on BronxNet CD17 
Debate will be televised week-
days beginning Monday, Feb-
ruary 15 at 9 p.m. on BronxNet 
Channel 67 on Optimum and 

Voter awareness programs featured on BronxNet
Channel 33 on Verizon FiOS. 

BronxNet will also con-
tinue televising the previously 
recorded, Nos Quedamos CD 17 
Candidate Forum at Pregones 
Theater. 

Residents may also learn 
more about the special election 
on the BronxNet website www.
bronxnet.org, and interact via 
social media with @Bronx-
NetTV and @BronxTalk, and 
by using the hashtags #CD17 
#Bronx. 

Council District 17 includes: 
Bronx River, West Farms, Mor-
risania, Crotona Park East, 
Melrose, Longwood, Hunts 
Point, East Tremont, Mott 
Haven, and Soundview. City 
Council special elections are 
nonpartisan and there are no 
run-offs, meaning or no party 
primaries. 

Anyone who can make the 
ballot is in, and the candidate 
who earns the most votes wins.

“Encouraging civic partici-
pation and helping to foster an 
informed public is at the core 
of BronxNet’s mission to serve 

the people of the Bronx,” said 
BronxNet executive director 
Michael Max Knobbe.  “We 
are proud to partner with NYC 
Votes in producing and televis-
ing The Video Voter Guide for 
CD17 to help raise voter aware-
ness. BronxNet-produced pro-
gramming such as the CD 17 
BronxTalk Debate co-spon-
sored by The League of Women 
Voters, the NYC Votes Video 
Voter Guide, interviews on Di-

alogo Abierto, OPEN and more, 
contextualize the issues, de-
liver a forum for ideas, and con-
tribute to voter education.”

BronxNet is the indepen-
dent not-for-profi t organization 
serving the people of the Bronx 
through the provision of media 
production training, access to 
technology, and cable television 
channels. BronxNet programs 
six channels – 33, 34, 35, 36, 37 
and 38 on the Verizon FiOs sys-

tem and four channels – 67, 68, 
69 and 70 – on the Cablevision 
system in the Bronx. Bronx-
Net’s ultra-local programming 
helps connect the Bronx with 
the world while our training 
programs and partnerships 
are a part of community devel-
opment through media.

For ifurther nformation 
on BronxNet’s programs and 
services visit: www.bronx-
net.org

BronxTalk Debate, hosted by Gary Axelbank.
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     The Wildlife Conser-
vation Society Archives has 
received a grant from the 
New York State Program 
for the Conservation and 
Preservation of Library Re-
search Materials to rehouse 
photographic negatives dat-
ing back to the founding of 
the Bronx Zoo and the New 
York Aquarium.

     The $16,674 grant will 
enable WCS to rehouse glass 
plate and fi lm negatives that 
would otherwise be suscep-
tible to damage and deterio-
ration. The images, dating 
from the Bronx Zoo’s found-
ing in 1899 through approxi-
mately 1930, will be cleaned 
and properly rehoused for 
long-term preservation. Al-
though the entire collection 
requires rehousing, this 
project focuses on the fi rst 
12,000 negatives in the col-
lection of more than 70,000. 

     “This is an important 
foundational step in the 
preservation of the histori-
cally signifi cant collection,” 
said Dr. Madeleine Thomp-
son, WCS Institutional 
Archivist and Digital Re-
sources manager. “Building 
off this project, we hope to 
rehouse the entire photo col-
lection in the years to come 
and eventually digitize the 
negatives to make the col-
lection more accessible as a 
historic and educational re-
source.”

      The images show ex-
ceptional historic views of 
the Bronx Zoo and the New 
York Aquarium including 
the fi rst animals housed 
there, early exhibits, staff, 
visitors, and some inter-
national locations where 
WCS, then named the New 
York Zoological Society, 
undertook fi eldwork. The 
subjects depicted in these 
photos demonstrate the sig-
nifi cant physical and cul-
tural changes that have 
occurred though WCS’s his-
tory. In addition, the images 
show how animal care prac-
tices and exhibit standards, 
along with the zoo grounds, 
have evolved with time.

A Kodiak Bear and his keeper share a moment at the Bronx Zoo in 1905. Photo courtesy of the Wildlife Conservation Society

WCS’ RICH GLASS NEGATIVE WCS’ RICH GLASS NEGATIVE 
ARCHIVE TO BE REHOUSEDARCHIVE TO BE REHOUSED

A herd of axis deer (or chital) at the Bronx Zoo in 
October 1907. 
 Photo courtesy of the Wildlife Conservation Society

Bison with theiir young at the Bronx Zoo in July 1907. In Octo-
ber 1907, just months after this photo was taken, the American 
Bison Society would ship 15 bison from the Bronx Zoo’s herd to 
the Wichita Game and Forest Reserve in Oklahoma, which was 
the fi rst step in a successful multi-year effort to repopulate 
the bison in the midwest. 
 Photo courtesy of the Wildlife Conservation Society

Visitors gather in front of the Bronx Zoo’s Lion House on a Sun-
day in August 1905. 
 Photo courtesy of the Wildlife Conservation Society

Visitors gather around the Bronx Zoo’s Sea Lion Pool 
in 1905. Photo courtesy of the Wildlife Conservation Society
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An exhibition entilted ‘Gilded Age Glamour: Fashions from the Bartow-Pell Collection’ 
opened to the public Saturday, February 13, at the Bartow-Pell Mansion. The event high-
tlighted unique pieces from the museum’s collection from the Gilded Age (c. 1870-1900)  
in American history, which was associated with opulence and luxury particularly when it 
came to clothing.Men, women, and children’s garments as well as period fashion illustra-
tions were on display.
   {ictured, The decadence of the Gilded Age is exemplifi ed by this beautiful white dressing 
gown, worn by women in the late 1800s. Edwin Soto

GILDED AGE OF GLAMOUR AT BARTOW-PELL

A period style gown is shown next to a display of what a dining room table would look like 
in the late 1800s Edwin Soto

A bedroom on display at the Gilded Glamour exhibit. Edwin Soto

Senator Jeff Klein with Miss USA 2015 Olivia Jordan and local students honor ed the bor-
ough’s veterans during the senator’s  21st annual ‘Valentine’s for Veterans’ celebration last 
Wednesday, February 10 at the James J. Peters VA Medical Center.  Klein distributed more 
than 500 Valentine’s Day cards and gift bags to the veterans which the senator, Jordan and 
students prepared.  The donated items included stationery, pens and pencils, books, play-
ing cards, toiletries and handkerchiefs. 

(l-r) Senator Klein, Miss USA Olivia Jordan and P.S. 105 students paid tribute to the borough’s 
veterans last Wednesday. Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce

KLEIN’S VALENTINE FOR VETS AT VA HOSPITAL

C-Span’s Campaign 2016 bus visited Mount St. Michael Academy on Thursday, February 11.  
The campaign bus travels the country visiting schools, universities and political events to 
engage people about multimedia programming that the cable television channel produces 
about the American political process.  The tour that visited the Mount is called the Road to 
the White House Tour. 

C-SPAN BUS VISITS MOUNT ST. MICHAEL

Twelfth grade students at Mount St. Michael stand in front of the bus with their president 
Peter Corritori and Vanessa Torres from C-Span. Photo by Edwin Soto

La’Shawna Saint-Preux and Vanessa Torres, both of C-Span, speaking about multimedia  with 
seniors (l-r) Justin Davila, Daniel Figueroa, Brian Costello, Jason Ciprian and Charlee Garcia.
 Photo by Edwin Soto
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New Throggs Neck Shopping Center (Bronx, NY)

www.wineliquorsuperstore.com

* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 3/4/16.

We will match printed 
prices from other NYC 

Liquor stores

Patron
Silver

$4299
750ml

1.75L is $96.67
Each with purchase

of 3 bottles

Tito’s
Vodka

$29 87
1.75l

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Wray &
Nephew

Overproof
White

$35 99
1.75l

New
Amsterdam

Vodka &
Flavored

$19 50
1.75l

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

750ml

Moet Imperial

 $3299

Korbel
Brut

Blanc de Noir

Voda
Vodka

$899
1 L

$1149
1.75l

$775
750ml

Smirnoff
Vodka

$1999
1.75l

Bacardi 
Light & Gold

$1799
1.75l

Hennessy 
VS

$6199
1.75l

Dewars
White Label

$3499
1.75l

BRING THIS AD IN

50
GET FREE POINTS 

ON REWARDS 
CLUB!

Louis Jadot 
Beaujolais

Villages

$1187
750ml

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Glenmorangie 
10 

$3564
750ml

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Johnnie 
Walker Black

$3197

$5997
750ml

Deleon 
Platinum
Tequila

On Sale
$3999

750ml

Chivas
12 Year

$5697

1.75l

With Coupon
Expires 3/4/16

With Coupon
Expires 3/4/16

Hennessy
VS

$3197

$5997
750ml

1.75l

With Coupon
Expires 3/4/16

With Coupon
Expires 3/4/16

750ml

1.75l

With Coupon
Expires 3/4/16

1.75l

Jack
Daniels

$4297

With Coupon
Expires 3/4/16

1.75l $1099

With Coupon
Expires 3/4/16

750ml

Tito’s
Vodka

$2899

With Coupon
Expires 3/4/16

1.75l

Absolut
Vodka 80

$3299

With Coupon
Expires 3/4/16

1.75l

$4197

With Coupon
Expires 3/4/16

Patron Silver 
Tequila

Chivas
18 Year

With Coupon
Expires 3/4/16

1.75l$109

CASH AND DEBIT SPECIALS 
WITH AD ONLY - WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Werewolf

On Sale
$533

750ml

Cabernet Sauvignon,
Pinot Noir, Merlot

On Sale
$799

750ml

Thurston Wolfe
Howling

Zinfandel

Skyy
Vodka 80

$19 99
1.75l
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The Bronx Chamber of Commerce 
and Bronx Community Board 2 hosted 
a successful interview fair with Baldor 
Specialty Foods on Friday at The Hunts 
Point Recreational Center. Nearly 100 
job seekers attended the fair and inter-
viewed for 120 positions in divisions 
such as human resources, accounting, 
driving, customer service, and more.    

“I am happy to  partner with busi-
nesses, such as Baldor Specialty Foods, 
to identify new job openings and con-
nect local residents with these employ-
ment opportunities,” said Senator Klein.  
“Tonight we experienced an amazing 
turnout in a focused environment and 
our skilled workforce had very success-
ful interviews. Bronx H.I.R.E. job seek-
ers have gone through aptitude testing, 
participated in resume writing classes, 
attended interview skill workshops, 
and received other workforce develop-
ment assistance.”    

“The Bronx Chamber of Commerce 
is proud to partner with Senator Jeff 
Klein’s Bronx H.I.R.E. program and 

work with businesses to identify job 
openings and connect local residents 
with available jobs such as today’s Bal-
dor Specialty Foods Interview Fair. The 
Bronx Chamber will continue to spear-
head local job fairs with Bronx busi-
nesses for applicants and employers to 
meet in a focused setting,” said Nunzio 
del Greco, president and CEO of The 
Bronx Chamber of Commerce. 

“Baldor is thrilled to partner with 
Senator Klein and the Bronx Chamber 
of Commerce on their H.I.R.E. initia-
tive.  We interviewed hundreds of job 
seekers from the local community at the 
H.I.R.E. career fair.  As a Bronx-based 
company that is experiencing tremen-
dous growth, we are grateful for any op-
portunity to invest in workers from the 
Bronx and create a brighter future for 
our borough, “ said Mike Muziak, presi-
dent of Baldor Speciality Foods.

The Bronx H.I.R.E. program works 
to provide job candidates with the re-
sources, skills, and support they need 
to succeed in today’s job market. Bronx 

Baldor’s participates in Bronx H.I.R.E. Fair

(L-r) Mike Muziak,president of Baldor Specialty Foods; Nunzio del Greco, president and CEO 
of The Bronx Chamber of Commerce; Senator Jeff Klein; Larry Robinson, chair of Youth 
Services for Bronx Community Board 2; and Josephine Infante, president of The Hunts Point 
Chamber of Commerce, host a successful interview fair.

H.I.R.E (Help Identify Real Employ-
ment) is a unique jobs program aimed 
at connecting Bronx workers with real 
jobs through a comprehensive, direct 
approach. Job seekers are offered cer-

tifi cations in an array of industries 
and are offered workforce development 
training. The Bronx H.I.R.E. program 
is made possible through a grant se-
cured by Senator Klein.

BY STEVEN GLOSSER 
AND LOUIS G. LUTNICK

The Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association held 
its monthly meeting on Tues-
day, Febuary 9 at Bronx House. 
Our special guest speaker this 
month was NIDC director of 
Housing and Development Ha-
zel Muira.

Muira gave the packed as-
sembly a thorough detailed 
presentation about NIDC and 
how NIDC can be used as a re-
source for renters. The NIDC 
(Neighborhood Initiatives De-
velopment Corp.) is a non-profi t 
organization which assists 
neighborhood alliances, ten-
ants, in rent stabilized and rent 
controlled apartments. Some 
other programs they offer in-
clude after school programs 
and assisting with tenant and 
landlord disputes.

Muira explained that a 
lease is a binding contract with 
the landlord that entitles a ten-
ant to services such as heat, hot 
water, functioning elevators, 
maintenance, and security. If 
the landlord is not upholding 
their part of the agreement by 
denying these services, the ten-
ant has various courses of ac-
tion which they can take. Fore-
most of which is withholding of 
rent. 

It is recommended that the 
tenant goes through the proper 
route when withholding rent. 
They must notify the landlord 
in writing of the service being 
denied and that they are with-
holding rent because of it. Then 
it is recommended that a tenant 
put their monthly rent in an es-

crow or other bank account so 
that once the matter goes to 
court the tenant can show the 
judge that rent can be paid if 
service is rendered. 

You should always liaison 
with the NIDC offi ce for guid-
ance before withholding rent 
so you can be sure you follow 
proper procedures. Her contact 
info is hmiura@nidcny.org or 
you can call her offi ce at (718) 
231-9800.

Muira urges all buildings 
to have a tenants association 
who can act as a go between for 
tenants and their landlord. If 
management is not maintain-
ing a building properly than 
perhaps one way of solving it 
is by requesting a new prop-
erty manager from the land-
lord. Perhaps the landlord may 
not know the details of how his 
property is being managed. 

As a last resort tenants 
have the option of taking land-
lords to Housing Court for lack 
of repairs or maintenance on a 
building. If a renter goes this 
route it is important to have all 
your complaints documented. 
Remember it is up to the renter 
to have proof of what service is 
not being properly provided.  

Tenants may also apply for 
a rent reduction through NIDC 
until repairs are done. This can 
be important tool for tenants as 
landlords would not want to 
lose part of the money they are 
owed for rent. For buildings in 
need of elevator repairs land-
lords are allowed 40 days to re-
pair the elevator. If they fail to 
do so it is required by law for 
the city to repair the elevator 

and bill the landlord the price 
of repairs. This is a new law re-
cently introduced by our Coun-
cilman James Vacca that was 
signed into law in order to in-
sure that tenants would have 
access to elevators.

All co-op apartments own-
ers must get an itemized bill to 
present to the property man-
ager for any reimbursement. 
Regarding handicap accessibil-
ity even if there is one handi-
cap tenant in the building it is 
a mandate to have a function-
ing modern ramp. In order for 
a landlord to put up the ramp 
they must be informed by a 
tenant for the necessity of one. 
If refused a landlord can be in 
violation of the law and a ten-
ant can call NIDC to take up 
the matter. 

Miura also addressed the 
topic of noisy tenants. It is the 
building owners’ responsibil-
ity to provide a peaceful apart-
ment and to allow co-existence 
among neighbors. Hazel also 
educated us on the meaning of 
‘preferential rent’ which is a 
rent which an owner agrees to 
charge that is lower than the 
legally regulated rent that the 
owner could lawfully collect.

Miura explained to the audi-
ence the many types of various 
programs offered by the city 
to homeowners to save money. 
There are two types of STAR ex-

emptions. One is a Basic STAR 
program which is available for 
owner-occupied primary resi-
dences where the resident own-
ers and their spouses income is 
less than $500,000. It exempts 
the fi rst $30,000 of the full value 
of a home from school taxes.

The second is the Enhanced 
STAR program which provides 
an increased benefi t for senior 
citizens age 65 or older with 
qualifying incomes. Enhanced 
STAR exempts the fi rst $65,300 
of the full value of a home from 
school taxes as of 2016/2017 
school tax bills. Both these 
forms may be obtained thru 
the website at www.tax.ny.gov/
forms/orpts/star/html.

There is also the SCRIE 
program. The program is for 
seniors who can have their 
rent frozen and be exempt 
from future rent increases. Re-
quirements are you must be 62 
years old, rent an apartment 
that is regulated by the Divi-
sion of Housing and Commu-
nity Renewal which is already 
rent controlled or an rent sta-
bilized apartment or hotel sta-
bilized and the total annual 
household income must be 
$50,000 or less and pay more 
than a third of the households 
total monthly income for rent. 
Landlords are given a prop-
erty tax abatement credit ap-
plied to their property tax bill 
in the same amount as the in-
crease that the tenant is ex-
empt from paying.

The DRIE program is the 
Disability Rent Increase Ex-
emption.    NYC rent freeze pro-
gram is an exemption against 

future rent increases for eligi-
ble  disabled persons living in 
rent controlled, rent stabilized 
Mitchell-Lama and  other eli-
gible apartments. Applicants 
must meet certain eligibility 
requirements for DRIE bene-
fi ts which are similar to the SC-
RIE program. 

Landlords of DRIE tenants 
will receive tax credits to make 
up the difference between the 
frozen rent and what DRIE ten-
ants would be paying without 
the benefi t. The forms may be 
obtained through the website 
www.nyc.gov/rent or by call-
ing 311. Miura encourages ev-
eryone to apply for these pro-
grams based on eligibility.

On Monday, Febuary 22 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj’s offi ce will be 
giving away free smoke/CO 
alarms at his district offi ce lo-
cated at 1126 Pelham Parkway 
South on the corner of Wil-
liamsbridge Road. 

In addition NYC Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer will be host-
ing a Town Hall for the com-
munity on Thursday, March 
31 at 6:30 p.m. at Bronx House, 
990 Pelham Parkway South. He 
cordially invites all to attend.

The PPNA thanks Muira 
and all who attended Febru-
ary’s monthly meeting. The 
next meeting of the Pelham 
Parkway Neighborhood Asso-
ciation will be Tuesday, March 
8, at Bronx House at 7 p.m. It 
is up to everyone to be a part 
of the community. The PPNA 
works year round to improve 
the quality of life in the Pelham 
Parkway community.
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
A new art exhibit is explor-

ing African culture’s impact 
on the Bronx and its many resi-
dents. 

Presented by Bronx Council 
on the Arts and Longwood Art 
Gallery at Hostos, ‘Bronx: Af-
rica’ is a four month celebration 
of Africa and the Diaspora fea-
turing contemporary art across 
all disciplines. 

A multi-disciplinary explora-
tion of the art, expressions and 
influences of African cultures, 
Bronx: Africa’s exhibition and 
programs opened on Wednes-
day, February 3 with an open 
reception and will continue 
through Wednesday, May 4. 

The opening reception fea-
tured works by artists Seyi 
Adebanjo, Laylah Amatullah 
Barrayn, Howard Cash, Elvira 
Clayton, Dennis RedMoon Dar-
keem, Lisa DuBois, Nicky En-
right, Janet Goldner, Ijeoma 
Iheanacho, Imo Imeh, Hakim In-
niss, Natasha Johnson, Ahmed 
Tijay Mohammed, Nontsikelelo 
Mutiti, Ibou Ndoye, Eric Orr, 
Eto Otitigbe, Thurston Ran-
dall, Ibrahima Thiam, Osare-
tin Ugiagbe. Misra Walker and 
Tammy Wofsey displayed in the 
gallery. 

In addition, online displays 
by Olaniyi Akindiya, Kenneth 
Anderson and Ray Felix will ex-
hibited during Bronx: Africa’s 
duration. 

This exhibit explores and 
celebrates the influence of con-
temporary African cultures in 
the Bronx and reinforces con-
nections among the borough’s 
many residents of African de-
scent, mixed heritage and mi-
gration dispersion. 

Located at 450 Grand Con-
course, the Longwood Art Gal-
lery at Hostos is open Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
noon to 5 p.m. and by appoint-
ment. Admission for Bronx: Af-
rica is free and open to the pub-
lic. 

For more information, con-
tact Bronx Council on the Arts 
at (718) 931-9500 or visit www.
bronxarts.org/bronxafrica.asp 
and www.bronxarts.org/lag.
asp.

Bronx: Africa opening reception heldBronx: Africa opening reception held

Bronx: Africa’s various contributing artists at Wednesday, February 3’s opening reception. Photo by Robert Benimoff

Bronx artist Natasha Johnson stands next to her work, ‘The 
Cutting: 1 of 4’ from the ‘Operation Intersection’ series. 
 Photo by Robert Benimoff

Nigerian artist Imo Imeh displays his mixed media on canvas, 
‘Flying Home with Laura Nelson’. Photo by Robert Benimoff

Dennis RedMoon Darkeem stands alongside his masterpiece, 
‘Keeper’. Photo by Robert Benimoff

Exhibition curator LeRonn Brooks (l), executive director Deir-
dre Scott and curator of public programming Atim Annette 
Oton were present for Bronx: Africa’s opening reception. 
 Photo by Robert Benimoff

Visitors mingle with artists while others view the various works on display inside the Longwood Art Gallery at Hostos.
 Photo by Robert Benimoff



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, FEBRUARY 19-25, 201648    BTR

Action
Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
The key issue of this year’s 

presidential contest may not 
be who the candidates are, the 
weak economy, or the hazard-
ous condition of America’s na-
tional security. Increasingly, 
it appears that the integrity 
of the election process itself 
may be the most contentious 
topic to arise in the 2016 race.

Recently, as reported in 
the Free Beacon Ann Ravel, 
the former chair and current 
member of the Federal Elec-
tion Commission stated (at 
a conference in Canada, in-
terestingly enough) that the 
“United States political sys-
tem benefi ts wealthy white 
men,” and “criticized the sys-
tem by saying it is set up in 
such a way that makes it dif-
fi cult for women and minori-
ties to succeed.”

FEC member Ravel’s com-
ments are not isolated words. 
They are part of an overall 
strategy to create a smoke-
screen for attempts to alter 
election results through a 
combination of election day 
antics, registration fraud, and 
opposition to voter id. Com-
missioner Ravel’s comments 
are designed to give cover 
to a bevy of approaches that 
seek to overcome the advan-
tage Republicans have dem-

onstrated in recent elections, 
and that the GOP is expected 
to have in response to anger 
over the dismal results of the 
Obama Administration’s pol-
icies at home and abroad, as 
well as (if Hillary is the can-
didate) dismay over rampant 
ethical issues or (if Sanders is 
the candidate) a rejection of a 
blatant socialist message.

Many factors in illegal 
voting and registration are 
in play, particularly with the 
increase in illegal immigra-
tion, allowing noncitizens to 
obtain driver’s licenses and 
“motor voter” rules in many 
states that offer voter regis-
tration when applying for a 
license.

The NOLO legal website 
notes: “Due to the Motor Ve-
hicle Act of 1993 (also known 
as the ‘Motor Voter Act’), 
states are required to pro-
vide people with the opportu-
nity to register to vote when 
they apply for or renew their 
driver’s licenses. However, 
while a minority of states ask 
for proof of citizenship at the 
time of voter registration, em-
ployees in most states may 
not inquire about citizenship 
status before asking nonciti-
zens if they desire to regis-
ter to vote… some nonciti-
zens are misinformed about 

their eligibility to vote. For 
example, a campaign worker 
may tell you that permanent 
residents (green card hold-
ers) may register to vote, even 
when they are not eligible, or 
a canvasser may knock on 
your door to ask you to regis-
ter and give you incorrect in-
formation.”

Legitimate questions 
continue to go unanswered. 
Some profi ciency in English 
is required for citizenship, 
but some states print bal-
lots in numerous languages. 
Why?

Intelligentuspolitics.com 
reports: “Dozens of lawsuits 
have been fi led by the Obama 
Justice Department, the 
Democrat Party, the Clinton 
campaign and various other 
groups … Their primary and 
continuing objective has been 
to convince the electorate 
that there is no voter fraud, 
an objective with which they 
have had moderate success. 
To understand the magni-
tude of this effort, perform a 

Google exact-match search 
for the phrase ‘voter fraud is 
a myth.’ Google has 3,940 ar-
ticles in their index that use 
that exact phrase. What are 
the odds? That is a great deal 
of content with the exact same 
phrase and message.

Their secondary goal has 
been to convince voters that 
voting rules of any kind con-
stitute Republican voter sup-
pression… Again looking 
at search trends, in the last 
eight years, ‘Republican voter 
suppression’ produces 11,500 
exact-match Google search re-
sults and ‘GOP voter suppres-
sion’ produces 15,100 exact-
match search results. Their 
most aggressive efforts are 
dedicated to opposing main-
tenance of voter registration 
rolls and opposing voter ID 
laws. These initiatives pose a 
very real threat to successful 
voter fraud. Democrats com-
bine media bombardment 
with a mind boggling assort-
ment of frivolous lawsuits to 
oppose voter ID laws.”

Reason.comreports: “In a 
2015 study that is currently 
under review, Lindsay Niel-
son—a political scientist at 
the University of San Diego—
parses the effects of stricter 
voter ID laws on the voting 
patterns of the young, the el-

derly, the poor, and racial mi-
norities [in general elections]. 
…Nielson fi nds that “there is 
little evidence that racial mi-
norities are less likely than 
whites to vote when states 
institute voter identifi cation 
requirements.” … There is 
also “no statistically signifi -
cant gap in estimated turnout 
[between high-income and 
low-income voter] when the 
identifi cation law becomes 
stricter.”

The U.S. Supreme Court, 
in its 2008 upholding of the 
constitutionality of Indi-
ana’s voter identifi cation 
law, stated that obvious ex-
amples of voter fraud exist 
throughout U.S, history.  The 
Heritage Foundation notes 
that the “Nonpartisan Com-
mission on Federal Election 
Reform, chaired by former 
President Jimmy Carter and 
former Secretary of State 
James Baker, found that our 
‘electoral system cannot in-
spire public confi dence if 
no safeguards exist to deter 
fraud or to confi rm the iden-
tity of voters.”

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio 
broadcasts at amfm247.com, 
and visit our website atco-
mactainc.com. 

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
I’m back. Had trouble with 

the old computer, had to be 
put down! This one works. I’m 
still getting used to the fact 
that I don’t have to wait for it 
to thaw.

The last post meeting went 
very well. Stuff actually got 
done. Next one is on Saturday, 
March 5 at 1 p.m.

We are still looking for new 
members. So is the S.A.L.

Our gift raffl e is going well. 

Odds are better than the Lot-
tery. Twenty-fi ve tickets are 
sold, so you have a one in 25 
chance to win.

Work is getting started 
in the meeting room. Leak is 
fi xed, and cieling is to be re-
placed.

Non-perishable food stuffs 
and used clothing collection 
is still in effect. You know the 
drill, If no one in, leave dona-
tions on the table inside the 
fence at the Ericson Place side 
of the building. Thanks again.

I’ve had inquiries regard-
ing donations to veteran’s as-
sistance organizations. The 
best thing to do is to log on to 
‘Charity Navigator’, type in 
the organization in question 
and read.

The Sons of the Ameri-
can Squadron 156 in keeping 
with a long standing tradi-
tion is having a Pigs’ Knuckle 
Party on Saturday, Febru-
ary 27 from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m. 
at the Hawkins Post on City 
Island. Cost is $30 per male 
person. This gets you: ap-
petizers, Pete’s potato soup, 
knockwurst, bratwurst, Pigs’ 
Knuckle, tap beer, wine, soda 
and coffee. This is limited to 
50 persons. More info? Call 
(718) 885-0639. Have fun.

Trivia Time

Honest Abe was born on 
February 12, 1809.

The NAACP was founded 
on February 12, 1909.

On the same date in 2006, 
NYC received 26.9” of snow.

February 14, 1929, saw the 
Valentine’s Day Massacre.

The USS Maine was sunk 
on February 15, 1898. Remem-
ber Her?

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch 
and God bless.

BY AL D’ANGELO
Are we losing our minds? 
The City Council, our City 

Council not a third world City 
Council, is proposing decrim-
inalizing many quality of life 
crimes and forgiving those 
with outstanding warrants. 

Doesn’t it bother anyone 
that 700,000 warrants are out-
standing? Not only did they 
break the law they refused 
to pay the fi nes and the City 
Council is ready to say “it’s 
ok we’ll just forget about it.” 
That’s not a very positive mes-
sage for those who obey the 
law and face their responsi-

bilities.  What message are 
you sending our young people 
about responsibility by allow 
them to shirk their’s? 

Call me a prude but I don’t 
want my family subjected 
to this crude behavior. Our 
neighbors have the right to ex-
pect the city to protect their 
right to enjoy their homes and 
their communities. The best 
way to lose the middle class 
is to diminish their quality of 
life and that Ms. Speaker has 
nothing to do with race. It has 
to do with wanting a better 
life for our children no matter 
what their color. 

We in Morris Park sweep in 
front of our houses share drive-
ways have block parties, help 
and watch out for each other.  
When graffi ti, loud music late 
in the evening or other quality 
of life issues infringe on our 
happiness, we expect the police 
to help us rectify the situation 
by enforcing the laws that you 
wish to do away with.     

The Morris Park Associa-
tion has worked for 40 years 
to make sure the people of this 
community can raise their 
families in safe nurturing en-
vironment and as a result we 
have a community we can be 
proud of. 

How about this scenario 
Madam Speaker: A group 
of individuals are sitting on 
your front steps listing to loud 
music drinking, smoking and 
urinating on your doorstep, 
since it is no longer a crime, 
what do you do, bring them out 
snacks? Civilized society must 
be held to a standard of rules 

of good behavior. Those rules 
should not be eliminated; they 
should be strengthened in our 
schools and in our homes. 

We urge the City Council 
to vote against this matter 
and we ask our neighbors to 
let our elected offi cials know 
how you feel. Our next meet-
ing is Wednesday, February 
24. Our Meeting on Wednes-
day, March 2 will be to discuss 
the Emergency room at Mon-
tefi ore (Einstein) Hospital. 
Offi cials from the hospital as 
well as our elected will be in 
attendance. That meeting will 
begin at 6:30 a.m.

FOR ADVERTISING RATES AND INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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FREE CLASSES
English Classes, TASC (GED) Classes, Citizenship Classes,

& Computer Classes
All Ages 18 and up are Welcome

Register with us at 2125 Glebe Ave Bronx New York 10462

Registration Dates For ESL, Citizenship and Computer Classes:
March 30th 11am- 3:30pm
March 31st 11am-3:30pm

Registration Date for TASC (GED):  
March 28th 10am Sharp

For more information, please call:
Selenie Villar, Program Coordinator, 718-829-1564 EXT 2  
Danielle Rucker, Program Counselor, 718-829-1564 EXT 3

Bronx YMCA
New Americans Welcome Center,

Literacy Zone and Young Immigrants Program
www.ymcanewamericans.org 

www.facebook.com/BronxNAWC   
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TOM ALLON

Time for elected offi cials to fi x this city up

Sex offenders: the one group we love to torment

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

One day after Pres. Obama 
signed legislation that will 
brand the passports of sex of-
fenders last week, a federal 
court challenge was fi led 
against it. 

The International Megan’s 
Law is supposedly a way to 
alert foreign countries to sex 
offenders who may be trav-
eling there for sex tourism 
or traffi cking purposes. Of 
course, who isn’t against sex 
traffi cking? We all are! But 
branding people’s passports 
isn’t going to do any good. The 
U.S. State Department itself 
found that the law’s rationale 
is “very misleading.” And af-
ter conducting a study, the 
General Accounting Offi ce 
“found no evidence that the of-
fenders used their passports to 
commit sex offenses abroad.”

Got that? No. Evidence. 
But heck — what’s a com-

plete lack of evidence com-
pared to political grandstand-
ing? The bill was sponsored by 
Rep. Chris Smith (R–NJ) and 
passed both houses with only 
a single, brave lawmaker, Rep. 
Bobby Scott (D–VA), speaking 

out against it. He said that he 
endorsed the bill’s provisions to 
notify foreign countries about 
sex offenders’ travel plans, but 
was repulsed by the idea of the 
“unique passport identifi er” — 
government-speak for passport 
branding. 

“It is simply bad policy to 
single out one category of of-
fenses for this type of treat-
ment,” Scott told the House. 
“We do not subject those who 
murder, who defraud the gov-
ernment or our fellow citizens 
of millions and billions, or 
who commit acts of terrorism 
to these restrictions.”

Terrorists? Pffft. It is only 
sex offenders who must declare 
their past deeds this way. And 
that is what the court chal-
lenge is hinged upon.

“We don’t want those ‘iden-
tifi ers’ on anybody’s passport,” 
says lawyer Janice Bellucci, 
president of the group Cali-
fornia Reform Sex Offender 
Laws, who is fi ling the federal 
challenge on behalf of four sex 
offenders. “Our strongest ar-
gument is that it violates the 
First Amendment, because 

that ‘unique identifi er’ is com-
pelled speech.” 

In other words, “The gov-
ernment is making you say 
something you don’t want to 
say.”

Bellucci has been down 
this legal road before. Twice 
she argued against Califor-
nia towns forcing sex offend-
ers to put “No trick-or-treat-
ing” signs on their doors, and 
twice she won. A third time 
she sued the California De-
partment of Corrections for 

the same thing. The depart-
ment had told registrants they 
had to put that sign on their 
doors on Halloween. And if 
they didn’t have a home and 
lived in a tent, well by golly, 
they had to put a “No trick-
or-treating” sign on their tent 
fl ap. And if they were living 
in a sleeping bag at the side 
of the road, they had to put a 
“No trick-or-treating” sign on 
their sleeping bag, too. 

Presumably this would help 
fend off the hordes of children 
seeking bite-size Snickers from 
the homeless. Bellucci won 
that case, too. 

Like candy-doling, Hal-
loween-activated predators in 
sleeping bags, the problem of 
registrants traveling abroad 
for sex tourism is also not a 
common one. Chris Smith has 
written that, “currently tens of 
thousands of offenders could 
be traveling abroad as child 
sex tourists.”

But they aren’t. 
The U.S. Justice Depart-

ment itself says that about 10 
Americans a year are con-
victed of “sex crimes against 

minors in other countries.” 
Meantime, there are more 
than 800,000 people on the Sex 
Offender Registry — about a 
quarter of them minors. This 
means that the vast majority of 
registrants — at least 790,990 
one of them — are not sex tour-
ists. And yet we won’t give 
them the basic right of travel-
ing this great earth. 

The United States has never 
branded anyone’s passport un-
til now. Somehow we have sur-
vived 200+ years of giving all 
citizens the right to serve their 
time and then go on with their 
lives. Former drug dealers can 
travel south of the border. The 
Ocean’s 11, 12 and 13 crews 
can hop on a plane to Monaco. 
But sex offenders, including 
teens who sexted and former 
fl ashers now in their 80s, will 
be branded with the scarlet S 
and kept in internal exile. It is 
for the sake of the children, of 
course.

It always is.
Lenore Skenazy is founder 

of the book and blog Free-
Range Kids, and a contributor 
at Reason.com. 

Dear Gov. Cuomo,
Like you, we are the par-

ents of three daughters. Walk-
ing the streets of New York, 
they tell us they are catcalled, 
leered at and objectifi ed. Last 
year, one of them was groped 
by a stranger on the street. In 
high school and college, they 
are highly likely to experience 
unwanted sexual advances.

But the last place we imag-
ined our daughters would be 
objectifi ed would be while rid-
ing the New York City subway 
to school. There are three ads 
currently on display from Doc-
tor’s Plastic Surgery — one 
more offensive than the other. 

In one of these ads, a young 
woman making a sad face 
holds two oranges in front of 
her breasts. Next to her stands 
the same woman, but this 
time she is beaming ear to 
ear. Why? She is now holding 
two grapefruits in front of her 
breasts; she is the happy re-
cipient of breast augmentation 
surgery by the crass medical 
group that paid for this public 
ad seen by millions of subway 
riders.

Would you and the MTA al-
low an ad with a young man 
making a sad face while hold-
ing a pickle in front of his pe-

nis next to the same man mak-
ing a happy face while holding 
a large banana there?

We think not.
I doubt we are the only par-

ents in New York whose blood 
boils every time we’re stand-
ing in a cramped subway car in 
front of sexist “breast augmen-
tation” ads? Most men in New 
York either have daughters or 
nieces or sisters or wives or 
girlfriends whose daily com-
mute is subject to this body-
shaming image.

Gov, Cuomo, we know this 
situation has upset you in the 
past. In April 2014, your for-
mer aide, Howard Glazer, sent 
a pointed note to MTA Chair-
man Tom Prendergrast on 
your behalf objecting to a simi-
lar ad. “Made in New York” 
(which was emblazoned across 
a woman’s oversized breasts) 
was another augmentation ad 
that featured oversized cleav-
age as a desirable outcome. 

Your aide’s letter to the MTA 
read: “In response to a query 
from our offi ce, the MTA ad-
vised that such ads fall within 
the MTA’s written standards 
for advertising. With all due 
respect, we suggest those stan-
dards need to be revisited … 
Tens of thousands of children 

ride the subway every day to 
get to school … The public has 
a right to expect that the MTA 
will strive for a family-friendly 
environment.”

MTA spokesman Adam Lis-
berg said then that the agency 
would look into the governor’s 
request. 

“The MTA understands 
the concerns that Gov. Cuomo 
and others have raised about 
this advertisement and about 
maintaining a family-friendly 
environment on our trains 
and buses. We will revisit our 
standards and our process for 
reviewing them.”

That was almost two years 
ago.

When we recently wrote 
to the MTA to complain about 
the offensive “breast augmen-
tation” ads, an MTA employee 
wrote back that “because of the 
First Amendment” the state 
agency cannot make guide-
lines to reject ads that are of-
fensive or demeaning unless 
it would “imminently incite or 
provoke violence.”

Really?
Gov. Cuomo, you have the 

power to change this clearly 
mistaken MTA policy. 

If an ad demeaning to men 
was posted in New York City 

subway or bus, we have no 
doubt that it would wisely be 
rejected by the MTA.

Why are ads demeaning to 
women any different?

Your instinct two years 
ago, when you had one of your 
aides question this sexist ad 
campaign, was absolutely cor-
rect. We are not sure why you 
backed down so quickly.

We know that in 2014 you 
were busy running for re-elec-
tion and starting the Women’s 
Equality Party, which deliv-
ered more than 50,000 votes in 

your victorious campaign.
Now it is time to stay true 

to your beliefs and do the right 
thing. Tear down those sexist 
ads on the subway. 

We know you can do it, Gov-
ernor. If nothing else, do it for 
your daughters. And ours.

Sincerely, 
Tom Allon and Rebecca Co-

hen
Tom Allon and Rebecca 

Cohen are domestic partners 
living in Brooklyn. They have 
three teenaged daughters be-
tween them.
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SECURITY DRUGS

“In my twenty years 
as a pharmacist, I’m 

happy to work for 

they take care of their 
customers.”

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist

FREE
DELIVERY

PH: 347-590-1030
We Now Accept WIC
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Gilded Age fashion exhibit at Bartow-Pell
A new exhibition, 

‘Gilded Age Glamour: 
Fashions from the Bar-
tow-Pell Collection’ will 
be on view at the Bartow-
Pell Mansion Museum 
until April 30. 

The Gilded Age in 
American history (c. 
1870-1900) was associated 
with opulence and lux-
ury, especially in cloth-
ing styles. 

This new exhibition 
features highlights from 
the Museum’s fashion 
collection from these de-
cades, including women’s, 
men’s, and children’s gar-
ments as well as period 
fashion illustrations. 
The fashions on display 
are more than just glam-
orous—they reveal the 
larger ideas about mar-
riage and children, fam-
ily life, and private and 

public space that shaped 
the United States at this 
time. 

 ‘Gilded Age Glamour’ 
will also explore connec-
tions between the collec-
tion and the history of 
the Bartow-Pell Mansion 
Museum. The fashions 
displayed will link the 

mansion’s beginnings as 
a grand country home in 
the 1840s with its develop-
ment as a museum in the 
twentieth century.

 The new exhibition 
is co-curated by Claire 
McRee and Sarah Pick-
man. McRee received her 

M.A. from the Bard 
Graduate Center in 
decorative arts, design 
history, and material 
culture, with a specializa-
tion in clothing history 
and American material 
culture of the nineteenth 
and early twentieth cen-
turies. She currently 
works as a curatorial as-
sistant at the Allentown 
Art Museum. 

Pickman is a Ph.D. 
student in history at 
Yale University whose 
research includes nine-
teenth and twentieth-cen-

(Right) Gilded Age Glamour 
postcard.

tury textile and fashion 
history, particularly the 
origins of modern outdoor 
and athletic clothing. She 
also holds an M.A. from 
the Bard Graduate Center 
and previously worked at 
The Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art.

 On Thursday, April 
21, 7:30 p.m., McRee and 
Pickman will give a free 
curator’s talk on “Fash-
ion and Femininity in 
Gilded Age America” 
with an in-depth look into 
the fashions of the late 
nineteenth century and 
discuss why the Gilded 
Age was a turning point 
in how women dressed 
and lived.

The Gilded Age 
in American 
history (c. 

1870-1900) was 
associated with 
opulence and 

luxury, especially 
in clothing styles.
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MAX
LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

800-469-6292    TTY 711 
7 days a week, 8:00 am to 8:00 pm

www.villagecaremax.org

Our Members Are 
Our #1 Priority

We are a 5-star rated 
Managed Long-Term Care Plan 

5-star overall rating based 
on the 2014 NYC Region 
MLTC Consumer Guide, 

published by the
 New York  State 

Department of Health

On Saturday, February 20, at 7 p.m., at the 
Bronx Music Heritage Center, 1303 Louis Nine 
Boulevard, celebrate Black History Month with 
a tribute to Reverend Gary Davis, the blues/gos-
pel singer, street preacher and virtuosic guitar 
player from North Carolina who once called the 
Bronx his home. Davis inspired Dave Van Ronk, 
Rory Block, David Bromberg, Jorma Kaukonen, 
Stefan Grossman, Bob Weir, and many other 
leaders of the folk movement during the 1960’s, 
as many of them often traveled to the Bronx to 
learn his music.

Harlem Street Singer (2013) is the fi rst-ever 
fi lm to tell the little-known story of Reverend 
Gary Davis. 

Tracing his journey from the tobacco ware-
houses of the rural south to the streets of Har-
lem, the fi lm is a revealing portrait of an artist 
who impacted the musical landscape of folk mu-
sic and endeared himself to musicians such as 
Pete Seeger, Bob Weir, Jerry Garcia, David Bro-
mberg, Bob Dylan and countless others. The fi lm 
will be followed by a Q&A with director and pro-
ducer, Trevor Laurence and Woody Mann.

After the fi lm there will be a musical trib-
ute to Rev. Davis with blues vocalist and song-
writer Monica Hope, the daughter of renowned 
jazz legends Elmo and Bertha Hope, who grew up 
around the block from the Bronx Music Heritage 
Center Lab. She will be joined by “King” Solo-
mon Hicks, a 20-year-old jazz and blues guitarist 
who has been playing since the age of 6, and has 
been called a “guitar prodigy.”

Snacks will be for sale by Taneesha’s Rebel-
lious Treats.

The event is free ree and open to the public

Rev. Gary 
Davis Tribute

The Reverend Gary Davis Story

The Bronx Music Heritage Center will celebrate Black His-
tory Month with a tribute to Reverend Gary Davis, blues/
gosepl singer, street preacher and virtuosic guitar player, 
on Saturday, February 20, starting at 7 p.m.
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THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and 
the New York Daily News’ Gersh 
Kuntzman every Monday at 4 pm for 
an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Music Department at Lehman 

College will present performances by 
Pianists Peter Vinograde and Molly 
Morkoski on Tuesday, February 23, in 
the Music Building’s Recital Hall. The 
performances are free and open to the 
public.

The program begins at 12:30 p.m. 
with a lecture and recital performance 
by Vinograde. Titled “Two Scintillating 
Masterworks,” the lecture will focus 
on the evolution of J. S. Bach’s suites, 
and will conclude with complete perfor-
mances of French Suite #4 and Partita 
#4.

At 2 p.m. pianist Molly Morkoski and 
guest cellist Caroline Stinson will per-
form two of the most beloved sonatas for 
cello and piano by Debussy and Rach-
maninoff. The two musicians have been 
duo partners for more than a decade, 
performing in many of New York’s pres-
tigious halls, as well as internationally 
in France and Denmark.

Lehman is located on Goulden Ave-
nue and Bedford Park Boulevard West.

For more information on the con-
cert, contact the college’s Music Depart-
ment at (718) 960-8247.

* * *

Lehman Center for the Perform-

ing Arts will present a concert to cel-
ebrate the Valentine season, Love In 
Salsa & Merengue with salsa romántica 
singer Eddie Santiago, Alex Bueno, “the 
most tender voice of merengue” and for 

the fi rst time in New York, merengue 
and bachata vocalist Joseph Fonseca on 
Saturday, February 20, at 8 p.m.

Produced by Lehman Center and 
Jose Raposo.

Lehman Center for the Performing 
Arts is on the campus of Lehman Col-
lege/CUNY at 250 Bedford Park Bou-
levard West. Tickets fare $65, $55, and 
$50 and can be purchased by calling the 
Lehman Center box offi ce at (718) 960-
8833. 

* * *

Upcoming Wave Hill events include:
Saturday, February 27; Sunday, Feb-

ruary 28: Family Art Project: A Desert 
Under Glass: Go on a visit to Wave Hill’s 
Cactus and Succulent House and leave 
winter behind. 

Spend some time sketching and 
painting the exotic desert dwellers, 
then, using sand and tempera paint, 
make a desert mirage. 

Saturday, February 27: Tai Chi Ch-
uan: In this class, Irving Yee, a member 
of the William CC Chen Tai Chi School, 
introduces students to the internal 
martial arts, and promotes awareness 
of their health benefi ts.

Saturday, February 27: Cooking 
Demo: Cooking With Vanilla: Watch as 
a chef from Great Performances pre-
pares some delicious dishes and, after 
sampling the results, take a stroll to 
the Marco Polo Stufano Conservatory 
to meet vanilla plants and some rela-

Pianists Peter Vinograde and Molly Morkoski at Lehman
tives. 

Sunday, February 28    Hatha Yoga: 
Classes are led by Yoga for Bliss direc-
tor Neem Dewji, and are held indoors 
November through April. All levels 
welcome. 

Sunday, February 28: Meditation: 
Each session, led by Yoga for Bliss di-
rector Neem Dewji, includes instruc-
tion in simple techniques, followed by 
guided meditations. 

Sunday, February 28: Lecture: 
Walking On Water—The Past And Fu-
ture Of The Old Croton Aqueduct: Join 

Tom Tarnowsky and Mavis Cain of the 
Friends of the Old Croton Aqueduct for 
this talk about the fascinating history 
of the 41-mile aqueduct that quenched 
the thirst of an expanding urban popu-
lation and saved the city from fi res, dis-
ease and nasty smells. 

Sunday, February 28: Garden & Con-
servatory Highlights Walk: Join in for 
an hour-long tour of seasonal garden 
highlights. 

Wave Hill is located at 675 West 
252nd Street. For further information 
call (718) 549-3200 ext. 232.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Thanks to all who were present for 4 

Chaplains Sunday.  The Post 253 Color 
Guard was outstanding as usual, add-
ing Al Nicotina on trumpet for taps.  
Those of you who are not familiar with 
this special event, as they say nowa-
days, Google It!  Thanks to Fr. Norton 
and his St. Benedict crew for hosting us.  
Breakfast by Morris Perk.

Our regular 3rd Sunday post meet-
ing will be February 21 at the Turner 
Club, on Clearance Avenue, parking at 
their lot on the corner of Philip Avenue, 
11 a.m. sharp please, 10:30 a.m. for coffee 
if you want.

On Sunday, March 13 we have 
our Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
down East Tremont Avenue.  We hope 
for a good showing of Legionnaires 

‘cause everyone is Irish on St. Pat-
rick’s Day.  Notice I write ‘saint’ Pat-
rick’s Day.

Until next time: Hopefully good 
news soon about the conversion of NYC 
M.O.V.A. to the NYC Department of Vet-
erans Services, working in conjunction 
with the Bronx BP’s offi ce and local 
community boards.  Thanks to our PPC 
Joe Mondello and a comrade Joe Bello 
for their extra work on this very special 
project. 
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General Fiorentino, Brigadier General, Van Nest
When William J. Fiorentino 

of Van Nest was attending P. 
S. 34 or Cardinal Hayes High 
School, his classmates would 
have no idea that he would one 
day be a Brigadier General.  He 
was just one of the guys.  

His grandparents, Anthony 
and Euphemia Fiorentino,  im-
migrated from the small town 
of Giovinazzo on the Adriatic 
coast of southern Italy just a 
little over eleven miles west 
northwest of Bari and settled 
in the Bronx where they raised 
their 10 children.  

One of those children, 
Dominic, became a priest and 
founded St. Dominic’s Church 
at Unionport Road and Morris 
Park Avenue which was for-
mally opened as a National Ital-
ian Parish on August 25, 1926. 
He had begun studying for the 
priesthood while still a young 
boy in Italy and clung tight to 
his vocation.  

Another son, William, be-
came a lawyer and raised his 
family at 1842 Hunt Avenue.  
It was his son, William, born 
January 2, 1935, who would 
graduate from P.S. 34, Cardinal 
Hayes High School, and Ford-
ham University with a degree 

in physics. He joined the U. S. 
Army in 1956 and rose through 
the ranks to Brigadier Gen-
eral.  

Along the way, he garnered 
quite a few plaudits including 
being inducted into the Ord-
nance Corps Hall of Fame in 
1993.

Among his important as-
signments were:  heading up 
the Pershing Project Offi ce; 
Project Manager of the Joint 
Tactical Missile System; Dep-
uty Program Manager of that 
same system; Deputy Program 
Manager of Ballistic Missile 
Defense; Director of the Army 
Space Study; and Program 
Manager and Program Execu-
tive Offi cer of the Forward Air 
Defense Systems.

His name can also be found 
on a plaque at Dealy Hall on the 
Rose Hill campus of Fordham 
University where he is hon-
ored for heading up the Star 
Wars Project offi cially known 

as the Pershing Project.   It was 
the fi rst time that a material 
command unit was presented 
with the Army Superior Unit 
Award.

The General, by the way, 
also holds a Master of Science 
Degree in Engineering from 
the University of Alabama.  

He retired in 1988 but is still 
active in Army affairs and also 
serves as the president of the 
board of directors of Redstone 
Village, a retirement village 
for Army veterans.  

He lives in Madison, Ala-
bama where he owns and oper-
ates Steelstables with his wife, 
Judith. He still holds a special 
place in the hearts of those in 
the Van Nest community where 
he was raised and nurtured.  

REPRINTED FROM 2/23/2012

(Right) General William Fiorentino 
was raised in Van Nest and attend-
ed local schools including P. S. 34, 
Cardinal Hayes High School and 
Fordham University.
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Ringling.com
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runner. 
Borough President Ruben 

Diaz, Jr. recently endorsed 
Salamanca on February 12, 
at the candidate’s campaign 
headquarters. 

At the event Diaz said Sala-
manca “has a vision on how to 
move the Bronx forward,” and 
praised the candidate’s work 
as district manager of Com-

Only 6 candidates make CD 17 ballot 
From page 1

munity Board 2.  
The United Federation of 

Teachers, representing 200,000 
members also advocated for 
Salamanca on February 8, fol-
lowed by the Transport Work-
ers Union Local 100, who pub-
lically announced support for 
him two days later.

Congressman Jose Ser-
rano showed his support for 
Salamanca on February 11, 

shortly after Septimo lost her 
ballot spot.

Joann Otero, Arroyo’s for-
mer chief of staff, and now the 
only female in the race, says 
she is fi ghting for more women 
in the city’s legislative body. 

“I’m running to fi ght for 
more affordable housing, to 
advocate for working families, 
and to help our school sys-
tem...electing me will help ad-
dress the lack of female repre-
sentation,” said Otreo. 

She said that Speaker Me-
lissa Mark-Viverito previously 
called on women to make the 
city’s legislature more refl ec-
tive of reality. Women make up 
a large percentage of the dis-
trict. 

“I am accepting the Speak-
er’s challenge,” said Otero. 

Julio Pabon, co-founder of 
the South Bronx Community 
Congress, is a community ac-
tivist that has worked for de-
cades in various positions to 
assist the people of the south 
Bronx. 

As a result, he has garnered 
vast support in Mott Haven 
and Grand Concourse areas.  

Pabon thinks the current 
political system of the bor-
ough is unjust, with party-
heads picking candidates well 

Joann Otero would address the lack of female representation in city gov-
ernment if elected. Courtesy of Joann Otero

before election time, and he 
calls for reform.

Bronxnet hosted a debate 
on BronxTalk last Friday, in 
which the remaining six can-
didates debated the issues and 
answered questions posed by 
moderator Gary Axelbank. 

This Friday, February 19 at 
4 p.m., NY1 will host a fi nal de-

bate at their Chelsea studio.
Council District 17 includes 

Morrisania, Crotona Park 
East, Melrose, Longwood, 
Hunts Point, East Tremont, 
Mott Haven, and Soundview. 

Voting for the special elec-
tion will be held next Tuesday, 
February 23 from 6 a.m. to  9 
p.m. 

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. endorsed Rafael Salamanca for the 
City Council. Courtesy of Rafael Salamanca

Young woman slashed in Van Nest
From page 1

(Right) Delos Santos was walking 
along Holland Avenue near Morris 
Park Avenue when the incident oc-
curred.  
 Community News Group / Steven Good-
stein

suggest, in fact encourage, 
that pedestrians travel with 
additional people, and, if they 
are indeed traveling alone, 
they should carry a whistle, 
scream, or anything that can 
send an alert out in case they 
fi nd themselves in a similar 
scenario - and most, impor-
tantly, be aware.”

“Having said that, we are 
not blaming the victim - we 
would just like individuals 
to take the proper precau-
tions if a similar situation is 
about to take place,” added 

Walton, who is planning on 
holding a Pre-National Night 
Out Against Crime within 
the next few months to get 
feedback from the commu-
nity. “We also want people to 
know that this is not a case of 
a serial slasher in the Bronx - 
this seemed to just be a crime 
of opportunity.”

“When walking home 
alone, it is important to al-
ways stay vigilant - and that 
can’t be stressed enough,” 
said Jeremy Warneke, dis-
trict manager for Community 
Board 11. “Electronic devices 
can easily distract a pedes-
trian and make them un-
aware, which can lead to un-
fortunate instances like this. 
It is vital for individuals to al-
ways be aware and conscious 
of their surroundings.”

“If somebody on the street 
is walking by themselves 
and is distracted by their 
electronic device, especially 
late at night, they automati-
cally become a potential tar-
get,” said Al D’Angelo, vice 
president of the Morris Park 
Community Association. “As 
neighbors in this commu-
nity, we have to protect and 
take care of each other - so 

if you see something suspi-
cious, don’t hesitate to report 
it to the authorities and hope-
fully this man will be caught 
soon.”

One local resident who 
works in Times Square and 
frequently walks from the 
Bronx Park East IRT station 
to her home in Van Nest at 1 
or 2 a.m., said that this inci-
dent is an odd occurrence for 
the neighborhood, but that 
it is never surprising when 
these incidents occur, regard-
less of the time and location.

“These incidents (refer-
ring to the slashing) can hap-
pen anywhere in the city, so 
it’s not surprising - but for 
this area, it’s pretty unusual,” 
she said.

As of press time, no arrests 
had been made.

Additional reporting 

contributed by Madeline 

Anthony.

When walking 
home alone, it 
is important 

to always stay 
vigilant - and that 
can’t be stressed 

enough.
Jeremy Warneke
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Some people do not have the ability 
to begin saving for retirement early on. 
Others may have brushed retirement 
savings aside for so long that they are 
now worried that it’s too late to begin 
socking away money for retirement.

While it’s best to start saving for re-
tirement as early as possible, the good 
news is that it’s never too late to start 
planning for retirement. If your 40th 
birthday has long passed and you’re fi-

nally thinking ahead to retirement, con-
sider these catch-up strategies.

-
ment savings plans. A financial planner 
can point you in the right direction, or 
consult with your employer about em-
ployee programs. Deposit money into a 
401(k) or 403(b) plan or another retire-
ment vehicle. Jump on any opportunities 
when your employer matches invested 

there are any government incentives. De-
pending on your age, you may be able to 
deposit more money into such accounts 
than other investors.

to save more money for retirement. Fig-
ure out where you can save some money 

you can then allocate to retirement sav-
ings. Maybe you can reduce insurance 
coverage on an older car or raise your 
deductible? Downsize cable packages or 
skip that costly cup of coffee on the way 
to work. Perhaps it’s time to look for a 

-
pact car instead of an SUV. Any money 
saved now will benefit you when the time 
comes time to bid farewell to the work-
force.

-
ple who retire find themselves bored and 
looking for ways to fill their time, and as 
a result more and more people are delay-
ing their retirement, which also gives 
them more time to save for that day when 
they do call it quits. If you want to work 
less, discuss and negotiate a phased re-

tirement with your bosses that allows 
you to stick with your employer but 
gradually work fewer hours until you re-
tire completely. You may be able to work 
part-time for several years and retire
when you’re most comfortable.

Even if you are 50 you still have a few 
decades before retirement, which leaves
lots of time to grow your retirement sav-
ings. But you may want to consider more 
aggressive funds that can help you catch
up more quickly than less aggressive in-
vestments. Just know that aggressive 
funds may also leave you susceptible to 
substantial losses.

Visit your nearest Ponce de Leon 
Bank and speak to a specialist for more 
information.

Rebounding 
from a late start 

to retirement 
savings
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“She’s {Sparks} a tremendous player having a 
tremendous season. She’s playing like a college 
player right now.”
TOM CATALANOTTO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70

BY TREY RODRIGUEZ 
On a night without their 

leading scorer Elijah Bu-
chanan because of injury, 
somebody had to step up for 
Mount St. Michael and fi ll 
the void. Brandon Watson 
and Kasey Walker rose to the 
occasion.

The senior guards com-
bined for 50 points in the 
Mountaineers’ 81-74 victory 
over visiting Archbishop 
Stepinac in CHSAA Class AA 
boys’ basketball on Feb. 13. 
Mount moves over the Cru-
saders into fourth place in 
the Archdiocesan division.

“The biggest impact was 
Watson,” said Mount coach 
Tom Fraher. “He comes off 
the bench and hits three or 
four big threes.”

Watson made four threes, 
including a buzzer beater to 
end the fi rst quarter and two 
in Mount’s enormous fourth 
quarter. Mount (10-11, 5-10) 
scored 33 points in the fi nal 
frame, after a slow start to 
the game. Watson fi nished 
with a season-high 24 points. 
Walker put in 26, also a sea-
son best. Buchanan, who is 
averaging 22.3 points per 
game, was held out with a mi-
nor Achilles injury, accord-
ing to Fraher.

“I just wanted to step up 
for the starters, with the 
starters out,” Watson said. 
“This win is really big. We 
just work really hard and ev-
erything went well today.”

Junior guard Makai John-
son was vital for Stepinac (8-
15, 4-12), providing the Cru-
saders with timely threes 
throughout the fi rst half. 
Stepinac trailed just 31-26 
heading into the half thanks 
to its strong perimeter shoot-
ing.

However, the Crusaders; 
fast-paced style may have 

worn them down as the game 
progressed. Stepinac pushes 
the ball on offense, especially 
after giving up a bucket. They 
also went to a full-court press 
often, but Walker remained 
calm and collected, weaving 
through the defense.

“They tried to speed us 
up, but coach told us to stay 
calm and that’s what we did,” 
Walker said. “We just space 
the fl oor. And we had a big 

game from the rookie Mike 
Green; great effort from 
him.”

With Joseph Bull out with 
a fractured hand, coach Fra-
her made the decision to 
bring up Green, who gave the 
Mountaineers 15 points in 
his varsity debut.

“We throw a freshman 
into the fi re and he’s making 
shots, making free throws 
and handling the ball,” Fra-

her said.
Walker showed his leader-

ship on the fl oor, never falter-
ing or hesitating to make big 
plays.

“Kasey has been our 
rock,” Fraher said. “He’s 
tough as nails, makes big 
shots and he leads us. He’s 
been great all year.

He and Watson were even 
better on a day they were 
needed most.

SENIOR DUO POWER 
SHORT-HANDED MOUNT 

PAST STEPINAC 

Mount’s Brandon Watson grabs rebound in a win over 
Stepinac. Photo by Robert Cole

Mount’s Kasey Walker fl ies to the hoop for two points 
against Stepinac. Photo by Robert Cole

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Jose Perez was getting an 

uneasy case of deja vu with 
the PSAL Bronx champi-
onship hanging in the bal-
ance. 

The Wings junior guard 
was in the stands when Ken-
nedy upset the Wings on 
a buzzer beater to win the 
borough championship at 
York College. That was in 
his mind as he stepped to 
the free throw line with a 
chance to put his team up 
three with 11.9 second to 
play in the same game at the 
same gym.

“We remembered and we 
didn’t want that to happen 
again,” Perez said. “I was 
thinking about it when I was 
standing at the free throw 
line.” 

It locked his mind in 
and he made both. Kennedy 
missed a good look at a three 
on the next possession before 
Boubacar Kamissoko sealed 
the a 70-65 win and a stel-
lar performance with a steal 
and two more free throws at 
York College on Feb. 14.  

It is the defending city 
and state Federation cham-
pions’ fourth straight bor-
ough crown, but coach Billy 
Turnage wasn’t thinking 
about the past or even the 
win after the game because 
his team has biggest goals.

“I was more or less [up-
set] with these guys because 
we were playing selfish bas-
ketball,” he said. “One pass 
fire, whoever got it tried to 
attack. We can’t win that way 
[consistently]. In the second 
half we played glimpse of the 
basketball we have to play to 
have success.”  

His team trailed by as 
many as 11 during a sloppy 
first half and 35-28 at the 
break. Wings quickly 
changed the momentum 
with a 14-0 run to start the 
third quarter. Kamissoko, 

Strong second 
half sends 

Wings past 
Kennedy for 
Bronx crown

Continued on Page 70
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who scored a game-high 22 points, 
started the spurt with consecutive 
treys and Malik Diallo layup gave 
the Wings a 42-35 lead with 3:13 to 
play in the frame.

“Coach wanted me to take more 
shots, be more aggressive and step 
in against their high 1-3-1 zone,” 
Kamissoko said.  

Kennedy retook the lead on a 
bucket, but Justin Batiz (17 points) 
with six seconds left in the third. 
Malik Mooving (11 points) made up 
for his turnover with a 3-pointer at 
the buzzer to put Wings up 51-47. 
Perez had 15 points and Kevin Say-
lor added 10. 

The Knights took their last lead 
on a three-pointer by Batiz that 
made it 61-60 with 3:19 to play in the 
game. Wing responded with a 6-0 
run, including a three from the top 
of the key by Kamissoko to put his 
team ahead 66-61 with 40 seconds to 
play in the game. It was his biggest 
shot during a superb performance. 

“I thought he played an unbeliev-
able second half,” Turnage said. 

A game that ended well certainly 
didn’t start that way for Wings. It 
was getting beat on the glass by a 
long and athletic Kennedy team. 
Koloba Ballo, Bakary Camera and 
Mahammado Kajakhe all added 12 
points for the Knights.

Wings’ turnovers and poor pass-
ing turned all too often into points 
for the Knights. The Wings know it 
can’t repeat that kind of play in the 

city playoffs if it wants to repeat as 
champs. 

“If we start off sluggish we are 
going to be down 20 quick at the end 

of the first half,” Perez said. “We are 
the PSAL and state champs. Every-
one is going to come for us. No one is 
going to take us easy.”

Strong second half sends Wings past Kennedy for Bronx crown

Wings Academy celebrates is PSAL Bronx borough fi nal victory over Kennedy. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

from Page 69

BY TREY RODRIGUEZ
As the regular season comes to 

an end, the best teams in the city are 
looking to distinguish themselves as 
the best in their borough. Monsignor 
Scanlan earned the right to call it-
self the top girls’ basketball team in 
the Bronx with a victory over PSAL 
power Truman.

“It was very important to get this 
win,” said Crusaders’ senior for-
ward Nukiya Mayo. “It was for brag-
ging rights.”

Delphynia Sparks poured in 24 
points to lead Scanlan to a 66-57 
home win over the Mustangs on Feb 
12. Truman came into the game off 
a win over rival Cardinal Spellman, 
but Sparks was too much to handle. 

“Well she’s a scorer,” said Scan-
lan coach Tom Catalanotto. “She’s a 
tremendous player having a tremen-
dous season. She’s playing like a col-
lege player right now.”

The Towson-bound Mayo added 14 
big points of her own, including eight 
of Scanlan’s 14 in the third quarter. 
After a rather slow fi rst half settling 
for midrange jumpers, Mayo put her 
head and shoulder down a lot more 
as she turned on the aggression and 
attacked the basket. Scanlan’s lead 
was trimmed to just fi ve in the third 

quarter after leading by as much as 
16.

“I had a talk with my coaches,” 
she said. “We picked each other up.”

Truman sophomore guard Dyona 
Davis got the rim with ease, fi nish-

ing with 19 points in the game for the 
Mustangs. However, as productive 
as it was to get easy opportunities 
at the free throw line, they were all 
but easy for Truman (19-7). The Mus-
tangs left more than 10 points at the 

line in their nine-point loss.
“That’s the game right there,” 

said Truman coach John Burke. 
“That’s the one thing we can work 
on this time of year. We don’t have 
time to reinvent the wheel this time 
of year, but we just need to get in the 
gym and get repetitions.”

Truman missed fi ve free throws 
in the third quarter, despite winning 
the frame 17-14. They would head 
into the fourth quarter down 44-46, 
sticking around despite the poor free 
throw shooting.

Junior guard Aneisha Lyons pro-
vided Truman with two huge threes 
late in the game to bring the Mus-
tangs within two, as she sized her de-
fender up and simply rose up for the 
shots. But Scanlan’s ability to make 
free throws down the stretch was 
the difference. The Crusaders (16-7) 
scored seven of their last nine points 
from the charity stripe.

Scanlan point guard Chanell Wil-
liams excelled at getting to the rim 
and fi nishing over the much taller 
defenders patrolling the paint, fi n-
ishing with nine points.

“That’s mostly what I do,” Wil-
liams said. “I don’t have much of a 
shot, so getting to the paint is what 
I do.” 

Scanlan tops Truman for bragging rights

Scanlan’s Nukiya Mayo attempts to avoid 
Truman defender Briana Alberga on her way 
to the hoop. Photo by Robert Cole

Scanlan’s Delphynia Sparks attacks the bas-
ket against Truman. 
 Photo by Robert Cole
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Hard work and commitment have 
been the hallmark of the St. Catha-
rine Academy Cheerleading teams.  
This year, competing at the 2016 Uni-
versal Cheerleading Association 
(UCA) National High School Cheer-
leading Championship in Orlando, 
Florida, the hard work was on full 
display.  The JV team was rewarded 
with a fi rst place fi nish in the Ju-
nior Varsity Non-Tumbling Division 
while the Varsity placed seventh in 
Small Varsity Division II.  In a cer-
emony following competition, each 
member of the JV team received the 
coveted UCA White Jacket and gold 
medal.  The 1st place trophy and the 
UCA offi cial fi rst place banner were 
also awarded.

“This championship is proof of 
how far hard work, dedication, and 
commitment can take you,” said JV 
coaches Danielle Pennacchia and 
Janeen Dorsey.  “Nine months ago, 
they were a new, inexperienced team, 
mostly freshmen.  Today, they call 
themselves National Champions.  
Speaking for all of the coaches, we 
couldn’t be more proud of them, not 
just for the win, but for the climb they 
took to become the national champi-
ons.”

Members of the JV Cheerleading 
team are: Abbygayle Clark, Angelena 
Cancel, Kasandra Padua, Cindy Me-
jia, Alexis Daniels, Kristin Markgraf, 
Amanda Turner, Alene Ortiz, Grace 
Rios, Serna Colon, Briana Colon, Bri-
anna Franco, and Keyana Brown.

PIC:  JV Cheerleading Team in 
White Jacket with offi cial UCA fi rst 
place banner.

The Varsity, for the past ten years 
ranked among the top ten, competed 
in one of the most diffi cult divisions 
at the UCA nationals.  Their per-
formance in preliminary competi-
tion was so strong they received an 
automatic bid to fi nals.  “We are so 
proud to be 7th in the Nation,” said 
Coaches Nicole Sallustio and Chris-
tine Roth. “It was such a talented and 
competitive division.  The girls per-
formed two great routines with no de-
ductions.  Their hard work was evi-
dent.”

Members of the Varsity Cheer-
leading team are:  Olivia Albertelli, 
Amanda Goldberg, Annette Hernan-
dez, Charleze Perez, Samantha San-
zaro, Robynn Montes, Lilly O’Farrill, 
Danielle Lorenz, Cassidy Geni, Alexis 
Ulzheimer, Aatiyah Caine, and Britt-
ney Calderon.

Catharine’s JV Cheerleaders 
Bring Home the Gold

Varsity Cheerleading Team with Trophy

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
It had to go in. It just had too.
That was what every person on the 

Cardinal Hayes bench was thinking – for 
so many reasons – at the buzzer as Pedro 
Marquez’s off-balance shot went up from 
the right side near half court. 

A make from 35-feet would gave the 
Cardinals the Archdiocesan division title 
they felt they deserved and well they have 
all seen Marquez hit that shot before. He 
always makes them.

“We always play around at the end 
of practice, we are always throwing up 
shots.  Pedro is always the one that is al-
ways making them,” senior guard Clive 
Allen said. “It was just like, when it left his 
hand, I just knew it wad going to drop.”

Marquez’s shot did hit nothing but 
net to give Cardinal Hayes a thrilling 61-
58 over the host Ravens in CHSAA Class 
AA boy’s basketball on Feb. 12. It gives his 
team the top seed and a bye in the upcom-
ing diocesan tournament. 

With 1.5 second left on the clock, Mar-
quez caught a long inbounds pass from 
Ishmael Massoud, ducked to his right un-
der St. Ray’s Isaiah Washington and let it 
go. When it went through he was mobbed 
by his teammates and Hayes fans rushing 
the court. 

““I just dropped back and I knew it 
wasn’t going in,” said Marquez, who hit 
fi ve threes against Mount St. Michael on 
Feb. 9. I had to step through because Isa-

iah went under me,” “I had to step through 
to get the shot off.”

The shot was reminiscent of runner 
over half court hit by Chris Robinson 
in 2013 to give Hayes a road win over St. 
Ray’s at the fi nal horn. It was all Hayes 
coach Joe Lods and Ravens headman 
Jorge Lopez could think about in the fi nal 
seconds. 

“It seems like Hayes has that shot 
down pat,” said Lopez, still in the process 

of shaking off the disbelief. “Chris Rob-
inson hit the same shot a few years back. 
Chris Robinson all over again,” 

It was his team that looked like it was 
going to rally for a win after three quar-
ters of poor shooting. Washington scored 
20 of his 27 points in the second half. He 
found Sidney Wilson (18 points) with an 
inbound pass for an ally-oop that tied the 
score at 58-58 with 15.9 seconds left. 

Wilson stole the inbound pass to half 

court and fed Washington, but he missed 
a short jumper. Hayes got the rebound 
and Allen had the ball stripped away from 
him under the hoop in transition to set up 
the fi nal shot.   

Hayes was in position to win thank 
to the play of it bench. Massoud, a soph-
omore, had a personal 10-0 run over the 
fi rst and second quarters Massoud scored 
15 of his team-leading 18 points in the sec-
ond quarter and Allen tallied nine of his 
11 in the fourth. Baron Goodridge chipped 
in 12. It was a breakout performance for 
the Berkeley Carroll transfer Massoud. 

“My fi rst shot I banked it and it 
shouldn’t have went in,” he said. “I’m like, 
‘If that went in I’m going to keep shooting 
it.”

Forward Victor Montenegro gve the 
Cardinals an inside presence early in 
the third. His six straight points put his 
team up 33-27 with 5:40 remaining in the 
frame. 

“It was the role players more than the 
stars today,” Lods said.

It shows how far Hayes has come. 
The Cardinals – winners of eight of their 
last nine – have matured from one of the 
league’s youngest and inexperienced 
teams to one of its best. It is what they 
were so sure Marquez wasn’t’ going to 
miss.  

“When that shot was in the air I hon-
estly what thinking that,” Lods said. “We 
deserve this shot. We deserve it. Boom.”     

On the Marq: Hayes beats Ray’s buzzer to clinch division crown

Pedro Marquez hit the game-winning shot at the buzzer for Cardinal Hayes. 
 Photo by Robert Cole
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Brain   
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Lumbar spine
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High-field ‘MRI 

without walls’

15 minutes
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15 minutes

Low-field Open or 

Standup MRI 

40 minutes

30 minutes

30 minutes

45 minutes

45 minutes

For an appointment call (718) 931-5620 or visit www.udmi.net  

Time is on your side at University Diagnostic Medical Imaging! Our latest generation in open “MRI Without 

Walls” provides high-field image quality in a completely open design which takes LESS time and collects 

MORE data than a low-field open or standup MRI. That means a more accurate diagnosis in half the time. Plus, 

our completely open design provides a better patient experience. Isn’t it time you changed your radiologist.   

Time for the ‘MRI Without Walls’

1200 Waters Place, Suite M108 • Bronx, NY 10461
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