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Five properties await fi nal verdict

LANDMARKING
CONSIDERED

Spring Bank
serves the

‘under-banked’

Warming Winter Days
Liga Freimane (l) and Anna Romanovich (r) are joined by Michael Max 
Knobbe, BronxNet executive director, and Valdis Freimanis (standing) at 
the annual Bronx Polar Bear’s Dip at Orchard Beach on Saturday, Febru-
ary 6. This year’s event, which included members of BronxNet and Bronx-
Work’s team, was a ‘Dip Against Homelessness.’

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Several historic buildings that 

have been in landmarks limbo for 
decades will fi nally get an “up” or 
“down” vote on their future from 
the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission. 

Five Bronx buildings may be 
enshrined into immortality when 
the LPC meets on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 23 to take votes on 95 back-
logged buildings citywide that 
have been considered for decades, 
some since around the time of the 
commission’s creation in 1965, ac-
cording to an LPC spokeswoman. 

The structures include three 
private houses: 65 Schofi eld Street 
on City Island; Samuel D. Bab-
cock House at 5525 Independence 
Avenue and 6 Ploughman’s Bush, 

both in Riverdale.  
Two churches, First Presbyte-

rian Church of Williamsbridge at 
730 E. 225th Street and Immacu-
late Conception Church at 378 E. 
151st Street in Melrose, are also 
being considered. 

Offi cial Bronx Borough Histo-
rian Lloyd Ultan made the case 
in favor of several of the possible 
landmarks, while passing up on 
others because they were too al-
tered from their original splen-
dor. 

Ultan said that both churches 
harken back to when different 
ethnic groups lived in their re-
spective areas. 

Immaculate Conception 
Church was built in the 1880s 

Man nabbed in Morris 
Park sexual assault

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The sexual assault of a woman 

in Morris Park continues to rattle 
that community eventhough a 
suspect was nabbed. 

Police arrested Brandon Gon-
zalez, 21, of Yates Avenue on Tues-
day, February 9, and charged him 
with sexual abuse and public 
lewdness after he allegedly ac-
costed his 23-year-old victim in 
Morris Park, forcing her to touch 
his genitals, according to cops. 

The assault allegedly occurred 

near Lurting and Neill avenues 
during the daytime on Wednes-
day, February 4. 

According to police, Gonza-
lez exposed himself, taking the 
victim’s hand and forcing her to 
grab his genitals while he mastur-
bated. 

The Morris Park Commu-
nity Association’s patrol helped 
the 49th Precinct and other spe-
cialized units handling the case 
by distributing fl yers with the 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Access to quality banking is 

for everyone at Spring Bank, a 
borough-based lender that pro-
vides services to traditionally 
under-banked communities. 

The Grand Concourse area 
bank is only one of a handful 
willing to make small personal 
loans of $1,000 or $1,500, said 
Melanie Stern, its director of 
consumer lending. 

It also offers traditional 
checking and savings accounts 
to people who may be paying 
large fees at check cashers or 
borrowing from out-of-state on-
line payday lenders who some-
times charge well over 100 per-
cent interest.

The bank operates at East 
167th Street and Gerard Avenue 
and opened in 2007, becoming 
the first bank to headquarter 
in the borough in a quarter cen-
tury, said Stern. 

It is a for-profit financial in-
stitute that also performs check 
cashing, but with the ultimate 
goal of transitioning its custom-
ers toward more  traditional 
banking, she said. 

“The largest part of our lend-
ing is to small businesses right 
here in the Bronx,” said the con-
sumer lending chief. “We have 
always been about offering…low 
or no-cost savings and check-
ing.”

The community bank also 
provides an Employee Opportu-
nity Loan Program for employ-
ees at non-profits like Bronx-
Works, she said. 

Its signature program is Bor-
row and Save, which leaves the 
borrower with about 25% of a 
loan’s original amount placed 
into a traditional savings ac-
count as part of the terms of pay-
ing in full. 

Borrowers can take out a loan 
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*Minimum deposit of $100 is required to open a certificate. Stated Annual Percentage Yield’s (APY’s) are effective as of February 1, 2016. Offer may be withdrawn at anytime. Early withdrawal penalties may apply. Fees may 

reduce earnings. Other fees and restrictions may apply. The annual percentage yield may change after the account is opened.**The minimum amount you can deposit is $20.00.***The annual percentage yield assumes interest 

will remain on deposit until maturity. A withdrawal will reduce earnings. Offers subject to change and early termination without prior notice at any time. 

Learn more at www.ridgewoodbank.com/stayahead or visit your local branch today.

STAY AHEAD OF THE 
MARKET WITH OUR 
18-month variable rate CD.

Rate is 0.60% above 6-month T-Bill.

Interest compounds daily.

No limit to additional deposits.**

Withdraw earned interest anytime.***

Currently yielding

 1.03% APY*

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Irish heritage and community pride 

will be displayed in all its glory when the 
annual Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s Day 
brings 1000s of people together. 

The parade will step off at noon on 
Sunday, March 13 at East Tremont Av-
enue and Lafayette Avenue, marching 
to a reviewing stand at Harding Avenue 
before ending at Harding and Brinsmade 
avenues, according to the parade commit-
tee. 

This year’s celebration will honor 
Noreen and David Kilkenny as grand 
marshals. 

The Kilkenny’s are very active with St. 
Raymond’s Gaelic Football Club (where 
David has been a coach for 18 years), St. 
Theresa’s Parish and the Chippewa Dem-
ocratic Club.

 They normally march ever year with 
players from the St. Raymond’s GFC, they 
said. 

Honored Clergy member will be Fa-

St. Patrick’s Day Parade set for March 13

ther Christopher Devron. 
He is a past volunteer teacher at Cardi-

nal Spellman High School and currently 
the president of Fordham Preparatory 
School. 

He is being honored for enriching the 
lives of his students and making qual-
ity and affordable education available to 
young people of modest means, according 
to the committee. 

“The parade is really a wonderful 
celebration and a way that people recon-
nect with the Bronx and with their neigh-
bors,” said Karin O’Connor, parade com-
mittee member.

Even though the parade takes place in 
the Throggs Neck community, it has be-
come the Bronx’s parade, she added. 

The parade brings together people who 
may no longer live in the borough, but 
who may return to it, she said. Adding it 
brings people to the community from the 
borough and beyond, he said. 

Choosing a grand marshal is a difficult 
task for the parade committee, because 
there are many notable Irish-Americans 
in the community, said O’Connor. 

“The fact that we have a rich and deep 
Irish pride and so many notable Irish 
people makes it hard to choose grand 

marshals and honored clergy year after 
year,” said O’Connor. 

Noreen Kilkenny called the parade a 
harbinger of spring, and stressed that it 
is a religious event as well as a celebra-
tory one. 

“It is a big day for our family,” she 
said. “We have gone to the parade since it 
was founded.” 

Her husband, who was born in Ire-
land, said one of the aspects of the parade 
that he enjoys is listening to traditional 
Irish music. 

“It is culturally important to listen to 
the traditional Irish folk music that has 
been around for hundreds of years,” said 
David Kilkenny, adding about the parade, 
“It is important…to our community.” 

In addition to the grand marshals and 
honored clergy, the all-volunteer parade 
committee has chosen a number of com-
munity people to posthumously salute as 
honorary grand marshals. 

According to the parade committee, 
the honorary grand marshals are: Marga-
ret Babcock, Carol Boyle, Monica Burns, 
John Byrne, Charlie Capezuti, Robert 
Connolly, Dan Cotter, Ann Devany, Eliza-
beth Kelleher, Thomas Laughlin, Michael 
‘Mickey’ Martz, John Mullins, Joseph 
Murphy, Teresa O’Hara, Daniel O’Shea, 
George Peragine, Benny Randazzo, An-
thony Riccardella, Mildred ‘Millie’ Scott, 
Ethel Tarpey and Alice Tell. 

The fact that we have a rich and 
deep Irish pride and so many 
notable Irish people makes it 

hard to choose grand marshals 
and honored clergy year after 

year.

Karin O’Connor

Grand marshal 
and honored 
clergy named
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Bronx teaches children to 
appreciate ‘the difference’

Author Sulma Arzu-Brown embracing a copy of 
her biligual book, ‘Bad Hair Does Not Exist!/Pelo 
Malo No Existe!’. Photo courtesy of Sulma Arzu-Brown

BY ROBERT WIRSING
One Bronxite is helping children to learn 

how to appreciate their differences in a re-
cently published book that addresses self-im-
age matters. 

A community leader with an extensive 
resume, Sulma Arzu-Brown has authored 
a children’s book that centers on positive 
awareness for young readers.

Written in English and Spanish, her book, 
‘Bad Hair Does Not Exist!/Pelo Malo No Ex-
iste!’ appeals to African American, Afro-
Latino and biracial children of Afro-descent 
who are often subjected to name-calling due 
to their hair.

The terms ‘bad hair’ or ‘pelo malo’ are 
often used describing hair with a curlier tex-
ture or possessing a thick and coarse density 
which can contribute to a child’s low self-es-
teem.

The book’s mission is to empower young-
sters by providing them a plethora of posi-
tive terms to describe their hair, while at the 
same time teaching them the importance of 
respecting and appreciating the differences 
in other children.

Her work depicts women of various ages, 
professions and skin tone to expose children 

to the world’s diversity.
Arzu-Brown said the inspiration for her 

book came to her one day while picking up 
her daughter, Bella-Victoria, from day care 
and noticing her sporting tasselled hair. 

When she inquired about the condition 
of her daughter’s hair, the day care operator 
suggested to  Arzu-Brown that she chemi-
cally treat her daughter’s hair to straighten 
it, as it was ‘pelo malo’.

Arzu-Brown had a heart to heart with 
the operator explaining how detrimental the 
term can be and both agreed to help elevate 
the children’s self-respect.

She penned the fi rst draft of ‘Bad Hair 
Does Not Exist!/Pelo Malo No Existe!’ in 
Spanish and contacted her friend, Isidra Sa-
bino to illustrate the book.

The book was offi cially launched in Octo-
ber 2014 and published through Afro-Latino 
Publishing, a self-publishing deal made pos-
sible through Sabino..  

Aa a proud ‘Garifuna’ (black Caribbean) 
woman, Arzu-Brown was born in Honduras 
prior to her family moving to the Woodstock 
neighborhood at age six.

In 2003, she earned her Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Mass Communication with a mi-

nor in Spanish from Lehman College.
Following graduation, Arzu-Brown pur-

sued work as a production assistant for the 
ESPY Awards, Image Awards and Essence 
Awards before being hired full-time as a tal-
ent coordinator for the ESPY Awards.

“Something within me felt incomplete and 
I wanted to understand who I am and how I 
could become much closer to the community 
and my culture,” Arzu-Brown said.

Following her heart, she went to work as 
a job developer for BronxWorks helping for-
merly incarcerated fathers fi nd employment 
opportunities.   

During her time at BronxWorks, Arzu-
Brown discovered the Garifuna Coalition 
USA, Inc., a non-profi t organization serving 
as an advocate, a resource and a forum for the 
Garifuna people living in New York City. 

Arzu-Brown now serves as the New York 
City Hispanic Chamber of Commerce’s direc-
tor of operations and is tasked with provid-
ing quality networking events, seminars and 
fund raisers which seek to establish long last-
ing partnerships with members in support of 
Hispanic businesses and the community NY-
CHCC serves.

In addition to her work with NYCHCC, 

Arzu-Brown is a Hunts Point Community 
Advisory Board member.

Last March, Arzu-Brown received the 
Entre Nosotros Award from former Coun-
cilwoman Maria del Carmen Arroyo and 
Assemblywoman Carmen Arroyo in recog-
nition of her book and was honored by New 
York State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli 
last October for her work with NYCHCC.

Arzu-Brown’s newest book, ‘My Best 
Friend Likes Boy More Than Me’ is slated for 
the end of February 2016 release, she said.

For more information about Arzu-Brown 
and her work, visit www.badhairdoesnotex-
ist.com.
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when the community was 
overwhelmingly German, 
and at one point boasted 
the largest spire in the 
borough before the cop-
per structure had to be re-
moved a couple of decades 
ago, said Ultan. 

It was built as a Roma-
niquese Revival Structure, 
he said, which means it is 
essentially a replica of Me-
dieval European architec-
ture. 

“It is one of the few re-
maining structures of sig-
nifi cance that remains 
from when the area was 
overwhelmingly German,” 
he said. 

First Presbyterian was 
built by Scottish immi-
grants, and is a striking 
structure that looks a bit 
like an “oniondome,” said 
Ultan. 

“It is a monument to 

Landmarking considered; fi ve 
properties await fi nal verdict

From page 1

The First Presbyterian Church of Williamsbridge is being considered for landmark status. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

a past that has gone,” he 
said of the Williamsbridge 
church. “Whenever you go 
into that area and you pass 
by it, you cannot take your 
eyes off it.” 

Ultan believes that land-
mark status can provide 
a talking point for real es-
tate agents and actually 
increases the value of the 
property in many cases. 

The borough historian 
also believes the City Island 
private home is worth land-
marking. 

City Island historian 
Tom Nye confi rmed the 
historical signifi cance of 
the Schofi eld Street house, 
which he said belonged to 
William Schofi eld, one of 
the prominent  landowners 
in the 1800s who lived on  
the island. 

“The Schofi elds were 
farmers on the island…
they were also involved in 

oystering,” he said. “There 
is a popular map from 1867 
or so, and I’ve got to believe 
that the Schofi eld house on 
that map is this house.”

He added that the Scho-
fi elds owned several homes 
on the island. 

They were one of the 
fi rst families whose respec-
tive trading, businesses 
and wealth led to the devel-
opment of City Island, said 
Nye. 

Ultan said that, in his 
opinion, the two west Bronx 
houses were too altered 
from their original designs 
to become landmarked.

LPC hearings are usu-
ally held at 1 Centre Street 
in Manhattan, and often 
run from about 9:30 a.m. to 
5 p.m. 

For more information, 
visit the LPC website at: 
www.nyc.gov/html/lpc/
html/home/home.shtm. 

suspect’s picture on it via 
their community patrol 
and by encouraging local 
businesses to hang fl yers 
in their windows, said Al 
D’Angelo, MPCA vice-pres-
ident. 

“We got the word out,” 
said D’Angelo, adding “We 
had posters all over the 
place with this guy’s pic-
ture just to make the neigh-
borhood aware of what was 
going on.”

Security cameras on 
homes near where the at-
tack occurred provided the 
footage of the perpetrator 
from a multiple angles, as-
sisting police in their inves-
tigation, said D’Angelo. 

“This is a concern be-
cause it hit so close to 
home,” he said. “In this 
community, things like this 
don’t normally happen.” 

The main concern of 
some in the community is 
that the perpetrator will 
just receive “a slap on the 
wrist,” said D’Angelo. 

He also saw the attack 
as a call for continued vigi-
lance, and suggested that 
residents keep a close watch 
on their surroundings and 
anyone that they do not 
know. 

Before an arrest was made, the police department released this photo taken from a residential secu-
rity camera of a ‘person of interest’ in the sexual assault case. Photo courtesy of NYPD

The police department made 
this photo public of a ‘person of 
interest’ in a Morris Park sexual 
assault case prior to an arrest 
being made. It was taken from 
a surveillance camera.

Nabbed in MP sexual assault
From page 1

Also, he suggested that 
anyone walking late at 
night have someone walk 
with him or her. 

“If we watched out for 
one another, things like this 
would not happen,” said the 
community association vice 
president. 

Remaining watchful of 
your surroundings is also 
something that 49th Pre-
cinct Community Affairs 
Offi cer David Lepore be-
lieves is important to pre-
vent becoming a victim. 

“Females and males 
alike should always be cog-
nizant of their surround-
ings, know their exact lo-
cations, and try to avoid 
poorly or dimly lit areas 
alone and at night,” stated 
Lepore, adding that the po-
lice should be called if they 
feel uncomfortable or think 
there may be a suspicious 
person in their path. 

The community affairs 
offi cer said that Gonza-
lez had been arrested nine 
times since 2010, for a va-
riety of different alleged 
crimes, including assault 
and menacing. 

As of press time, it is 
unclear as to whether Gon-
zalez may be a person of in-
terest in any other cases, ac-
cording to a police source. 
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Celebrate the 8th Anniversary of

KOSOVA’S INDEPENDENCE
Publication Date: February 17, 2016 - Ad Deadline: February 15

AD SIZES AND PRICES

FULL PAGE - 8.75: X 11.5” - $300
HALF PAGE - 8.75” X  5.69” - $175
QUARTER PAGE - 4.3” X 5.69” - $95

INSIDE FRONT - 8.75” X 11.5” - $500
INSIDE BACK - 8.75” X 11.5” - $500
BACK PAGE - 8.75” X 11.5” - $1000
FRONT PAGE STRIP - 8.75” X 1.75” - $500

CENTERFOLD - $750

Call Laura Guerriero
Bronx Times Publisher

718-260-4593 bronxtimes@aol.com
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND TO MAKE 

YOUR RESERVATION
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Beauty of Ballet
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Visit SAB online at www.sab.org.
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American Ballet
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A free 
family 

program!

A T  L I N C O L N  C E N T E R

See excerpts
from classic

ballets and learn
how talented
yoing people

train to become
professional

dancers!

Ph
ot

os
 b

y 
R

os
al

ie
 O

’C
on

no
r. 

Ra
ym

on
da

 V
ar

ia
tio

ns
&

 S
ta

rs
 a

nd
 S

tr
ip

es
,c

ho
re

og
ra

ph
y 

by
 G

eo
rg

e 
Ba

la
nc

hi
ne

 ©
 T

he
 G

eo
rg

e 
Ba

la
nc

hi
ne

 T
ru

st
.

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
In a world where divorce rates are sky-

rocketing and relationships are forged with 
the swipe of a fi nger, lasting love can seem 
like an anomaly.

This Valentines Day, we present three 
local couples who have stuck together 
through it all. 

Rosina and George Russo take the cake 
with a marriage of 75 years and counting. 

They were school sweethearts, but not 
high school as you might have guessed. The 
two met in elementary school when Rosina 
was just six. 

They grew up in the same village in It-
aly and married when she was 17 and her 
beau, was 19. 

Together, the young pair moved to the 
Bronx where they have resided ever since. 

“I have nothing to learn,” said 92-year-
old Rosina, on the topic of love and mar-
riage, “I know everything.”

So what’s the secret? 
“We always do things together, we work 

together and so we understand each other,” 
she explained with affection in her voice.

The couple has three daughters, six 
grandchildren, and seven great-grandchil-
dren. 

Like the Russos, Nancy and Joseph Mo-
bilia are long-time parishioners of St. Bene-
dict Church.

The two celebrated their 65th wedding 
anniversary this past weekend.

Nancy can still remember the fi rst time 
she saw the man who would become her 

life partner - it was in her home country of 
Italy, where Joe’s family had come on vaca-
tion from America.

“It was love at fi rst sight, I saw him and 
I thought - wow,” reminisced Nancy, with 
the youthful yearning of a much younger 
woman still overtaken with infatuation.

When they fi rst met, Joe spoke very 
little Italian, but it didn’t matter to Nancy. 
“The language of love is much stronger,” 
she said.

The couple parted when Joseph returned 
to the states with his family, but they stayed 
in contact via  the mail. “He wrote to me in 
Italian,” said Nancy.

Three months later, Joseph returned to 
Italy to marry her. 

Nearly a year after the wedding, Nancy 

would join Joseph in the U.S., where the 
couple moved to the same Throggs Neck 
home they live in today. 

Shortly after Nancy arrived in the states 
Joseph was drafted to serve in Korea. He 
was gone for 18 months, but their bond did 
not waiver.

“Our marriage should have failed, we 
were young, we were far apart, but with 
commitment it worked,” said Nancy on how 
to keep relationships strong, “My message 
to young people is that commitment is the 
most important thing..don’t just walk away, 
our faith sustained us.”

The pair’s fruitful marriage produced 
one son, three daughters, 12 grandchildren, 
and six great-grandchildren.

Millie and Albert Stone, of Throggs 
Neck have been married 55 years. 

The pair fell in love in Jamaica and were 
married when Millie was 17 and Albert was 
19.

Millie, who is very active in her church, 
Fort Schuyler Presbyterian, says the key to 
a successful marriage is to put God fi rst, 
and be an example for your children. 

The happy couple has fi ve children, 12 
grandchildren, and 20 great-grandchil-
dren.

So there’s the proof - love is alive and 
well right here in the Bronx. 

Bronx couples share 
their lifetime of love

My message to young 
people is that commitment 

is the most important 
thing...don’t just walk away, 

our faith sustained us.
Nancy Mobilia

Nancy and Joseph Mobilia celebrate their 65th 
anniversary Photo by Nancy Mobilia
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHERConcourse Yard revisited 
as ‘new’ development site

Borough President Diaz, Jr. holds up a copy of his ‘Platform Development Opportunities in the Bronx’ 
report which he discussed during his Wednesday press conference. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Continued on next page

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Nearly 46 years after a similar attempt, 

the Concourse Yard is being eyed once 
again for platform development.

A Wednesday, February 3 press con-
ference held by Borough President Ruben 
Diaz, Jr. at Lehman College showcased his 
preliminary report addressing develop-
ment above three borough railyard sites in-
cluding the Concourse Yard, the East 149th 
Street Yard in Mott Haven and the #1 Train 
Yard connecting Riverdale and Kings-
bridge at West 240th Street and Broadway.

According to Diaz, the report discovered 
that the Concourse Yard located adjacent to 
Lehman College, offers the most immediate 
potential for development.

He said constructing a platform there 
would allow for approximately two million 
square feet of new development without a 
signifi cant upzoning.

The cost for that platform alone would 
range between $350 and $500 million.

The borough president’s report stated 
the East 149th Street and West 240th Street 
yards to be unsuitable for platform develop-
ment at this time.

Diaz’s report considers a variety of op-
tions for the Concourse Yard’s platform in-
cluding mixed-income housing, homeown-
ership opportunities, new retail space and 
an expanded Lehman College campus.

“Developing a platform at the Concourse 
Yard is a creative way to continue the revi-
talization of our borough while bringing 
new amenities and resources to the north-
west Bronx,” expressed Diaz. 

“Smart planning for the future requires 
us to consider all options including real es-
tate that does not yet exist.”

Encompassing three parcels totaling 
nearly 19 acres, the Concourse Yard sup-
plies storage, maintenance and washing fa-
cilities for the B, D and 4 train lines.

Its central yard, situated between Bed-
ford Park Boulevard and West 205th Street, 
encompasses 10.27 acres. 

Additionally, another yard, containing 
8.47 acres could be used to expand  Lehman 
College.

This yard is approximately 18 feet be-
low grade and its entire perimeter is sur-
rounded by a thick concrete retaining 
wall.

The borough president added his offi ce 
will contact stakeholders from the area to 
discuss the site’s potential and outline its 
future development.

Afterwards, his offi ce will ask the Met-
ropolitan Transit Authority to issue a ‘Re-
quest for Expressions of Interest’ for the 
Concourse Yard’s development to better 
gauge the costs and potential of a platform 
at the site.

A MTA spokeswoman said the MTA 
looks forward to studying the borough pres-
ident’s report.

According to Lloyd Ultan, Bronx bor-
ough historian, this is not the fi rst time a 
platform development above the Concourse 
Yard has been suggested.

In the early 1960s, the City University 
of New York designed a plan to construct a 
new campus for Bronx Community College 
on a deck over the Concourse Yard.

Ground was broken in 1970 for the $61 
million, 13-acre campus supported by 800 
steel reinforced concrete columns set be-
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tween the subway tracks.
This planned campus would have in-

cluded a new dining hall and student cen-
ter, a fi ve-story engineering and science 
building, gymnasium facilities and new 
classroom space among other features.

The platform was slated for completion 
in July 1971 while the campus was expected 
to open in September 1973.

Ultan said the project was abandoned 
when the city discovered the pillars would 
have prevented subway cars from entering 
and exiting the yard.

As the city faced fi scal crisis in the 
1970s, no attempt was made to revive the 
project and Bronx Community College 
would fi nd a  home at its present day loca-
tion, the former New York University cam-

Concourse Yard revisited as development site
From previous page

The Concourse Yard looking south towards Lehman College from Bedford Park Boulevard. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
The disproportionate number of absen-

tee dads in the Bronx, specifi cally in the 
south Bronx, continues to present a chal-
lenge. 

In response to this phenomena a local 
program, Deeds Driven Dads,  launched its 
2016 Responsible Fatherhood Training Se-
ries this past weekend.

For the seventh consecutive year, the 
program, which is a part of Fathers 4 Prog-
ress, offered support and invaluable life les-
sons to dads struggling to fulfi ll their new 
role of ‘father’.

The ‘I Am A Real Dad’ orientation on 
Saturday, February 6 included real-talk 
speeches, employment application comple-
tion direction, fi nancial planning, family 
court preparation, child support manage-
ment, and even cooking classes. 

Year round the center provides fam-
ily counseling, suits for job interviews, 
employment services, and mock trials, all 
centered around a core mission of family 
engagement.

“We look at all these issues – teen sui-
cide, violence, teen pregnancy, often there’s 
that same variable - no father in the house,” 
said Stevan (aka Coach) Lynn, founder of 
the fatherhood training center and pro-
gram, who jested that there are so few dads 
around the area, he’s beginning to wonder 
if the kids are the result of artifi cial insem-
ination. 

“We have guys come in and they are lost, 
but after one session they have a chance. 
They have tried everything but they’ve 
never prioritized their kids. And we make it 
very clear - don’t do this [commit to father-
hood] and then leave again,” said Lynn.

When Lynn learned that he would be a 
parent at the age of 22, he felt unprepared, 
and he certainly didn’t have anyone to turn 
to for guidance. “At the time, there was no 

Local dad teaches 
men fatherhood 

notion about a man reaching out to say ‘I 
need help raising my kids,’ there were no 
programs out there, and I mean none,” said 
Lynn. This challenge, combined with the 
rewarding experience of raising his second 
child, his daughter, as a single dad, brought 
Lynn to help other men become the fathers 
they were capable of being. He has since 
been working as a fatherhood advocate for 
over 20 years.

In his experience, the key to men step-
ping up to fatherhood is demonstrating 
to them what they need to do, since sadly 
many never had active father fi gures grow-
ing up. It also really helps dads to know that 
they can come back to the center anytime.

“Sometimes guys love their kids, but 
they are still caught up in the streets. Of-
ten the father hasn’t been stepping up so 
there is distrust with the mother, we have 
to teach patience, sacrifi ce, commitment,” 
said Lynn.

Young men coming into the program 
are generally between the ages of 26 and 30, 
and have multiple kids often with different 
partners. Lynn’s TV show ‘Dare 2 Dream’ 
which focuses on fatherhood, brings dads 
through center doors. 

The center also works in conjunction 
with various social service programs. 

The Department of Education and the 
Department of Justice often refer fathers 
who could benefi t.  

Some fathers are mandated to attend the 
program through the Administration for 
Children’s Services.

“I accept no excuses,” said Lynn “You’ve 
got to put your kids fi rst, and then good 
things will start coming your way.”

The fatherhood center is partnered with 
Sharon Baptist Head Start, a local organiza-
tion which provides early childcare among 
other social services.

Turn to page 50 for more photos.

Stevan Lynn, program founder and head coach, writes a 2016 Game Plan for fathers in attendance.
 Miriam Quin

pus in University Heights.
Local elected offi cials and community 

leaders shared their opinions on the re-
cently proposed Concourse Yard project.

“The borough president has presented 
us with an interesting plan and after re-
viewing it I agree that the Concourse Yard 
is an area of real potential and believe the 
surrounding area would benefi t from devel-
opment,” said Councilman Andrew Cohen.

“I welcome this new opportunity to ad-
vance vibrant development which includes 
much needed housing to an area stifl ed by 
an eyesore,” said Senator Jeff Klein.

“Housing at this area would be fi ne, but 
one possible drawback is the noise gener-
ated by the elevated Jerome Avenue line to 
the west,” said Ultan.

The Concourse Yard looking north from Bedford Park Boulevard near Paul Avenue. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce
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BY MADELINE ANTHONY
A quiet stretch of the south Bronx water-

front may be on the brink of change. 
An application has been fi led to build 

a new 12-story hotel at 82 Brown Place be-
tween East 132nd Street (facing out towards 
the Harlem River freight yards), and Bruck-
ner Boulevard. 

If approved the 129-foot tall hotel would 
replace Advantage Lumber, a one-story 
lumber warehouse that currently occupies 
the space. 

STR, a research fi rm focused solely on 
the hotel industry, says that according to 
their pipeline database the building is in 
its fi nal planning stages.

The project will go out for bid within 
the next four months, the research fi rm  
stated. 

The project will be a La Quinta Inn, fea-
turing 130 rooms, according to the data-
base. It will contain a lobby restaurant, but 
no on-site parking.

“If projects get into fi nal planning they 
usually do happen,” said Bobby Bowers, 
STR’s VP of Operations, when asked if the 
plans will likely come to fruition. 

“Looking at Bronx county, there has 
been [hotel] development in the past 2-3 
years, but in terms of numbers it’s still low, 
so when you add one hotel - that’s a lot. A 
Residence Inn opened in 2015 and created a 
12 percent increase in supply with one ho-
tel, ” he added.

Inn planned for Mott Haven waterfront 
Hotel development citywide has been 

booming over the past few years, and is 
likely to level off soon, but according to STR 
the Bronx is an outlier. 

“Citywide rates have gone down because 
the supply is so high, but the Bronx is a dif-
ferent story,” explained Brown, “Rates are 
up and occupancy is up.”

The country-wide chain La Quinta Inn 
& Suites, also found in Canada and Mexico, 
provides reasonably priced rooms, a good 
thing for locals who don’t want to see a lux-
ury building no one could afford come into 
their neighborhood. 

South Bronx Unite, a coalition of organi-
zations working to improve the areais skep-
tical of what could come.

“They need to jive with the heads of 
community, we need to take these things 
into consideration - traffi c, accessibility, 
our problems with environmental justice 
and health, and how they could help the 
arts and cultural issues of the area,” said 
Mucho Lopez, an active member of South 
Bronx Unite who hopes to make contact 
with the developer in the coming months. 

“Maybe they could have a space for local 
artists to exhibit their stuff, an area for the 
community to use, it depends...in principle 
it could be a good thing,” said Lopez.

One main point of contention for the 
group is whether or not a new development 
will create jobs for the community.

 “If this hotel were to be built we would 

certainly like it to hire locally, giving jobs 
to local people - but jobs that pay a living 
wage,” said Lopez, who says the group will 
only support projects that will benefi t the 
neighborhood and not developers just look-
ing to cash in on a new frontier.

When reached for comment, City Coun-
cil Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, who 
represents the 8th Council District, said 
she was currently reviewing the proposal.  

According to STR there are three ho-
tel properties under construction in the 
Bronx, three more in fi nal planning stages, 
and six hotels in early planning stages. 

A total of 47,658 square feet of commer-
cial space will be developed. 

The developer who did not respond 
to comment is Queens-based Amritpal 
Sandhu, who hired Akson Architects to de-
sign the building. 

The view of the south Bronx waterfront from 82 Brown Place, the site where permits have been fi led 
to build a 12-story hotel. Community News Group / Madeline Anthony

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The City Island Nautical Museum is get-

ting even more historic with recent renova-
tions to the classic schoolhouse building. 

The museum, located in an historic struc-
ture originally built as P.S. 17 around 1897, is 
keeping its part of the schoolhouse authentic 
to the period with the installation of 17 new 
windows designed to look like those that orig-
inally graced  the building.  

The new windows are similar to the ones 
depicted in an artist rendering of P.S. 17 from 
around the turn of last century, said Barbara 
Dolensek, museum vice president and ad-
ministrator. 

“We were trying to get as close to the 
original design as possible, while keeping 
the modern standards,  so they are safe,” said 
Tom Nye, museum president and curator. 

He added that the windows that were part 
of the museum’s space before were installed 
in the 1980s before the building was land-
marked, and they look like regular replace-
ment windows from that period. 

The Landmarks Preservation Commis-
sion had to approve the design of the new 
windows, said Dolensek, which necessitated 
a presentation before the commission before 
work could begin. 

A LPC spokeswoman stated that the com-
mission understood that the museum is a 
non-profi t with fi nancial limitations that is 
staffed entirely by volunteers and must rely 
on donations for capital improvements, Dol-

City Island Nautical Museum installs historic windows
ensek said. 

Councilman James Vacca provides fund-
ing for programming, which is allowed un-
der city rules, though capital improvements 
don’t appear to be allowed, she said. 

A Landmark’s spokeswoman also said 
that the LPC compromised with the museum 
to keep costs on the project down.  

“The commission allowed the applicant to 
use vinyl, a material the applicant requested, 
instead of wood, which would be more costly,” 
she stated in an email, adding that it only re-
quired the windows visible from the street to 
be in the historic style. 

There is an obligation for people with older 
buildings to keep their properties in good re-
pair, said Dolensek. The museum is happy 
to meet that obligation, she said, though at 
times it can be a challenge. 

The new windows already appear to be 
more energy effi cient, and in some cases, 
much safer than some of the old weathered 
windows at the museum, said Nye. 

The capital improvements have strained 
the museum’s fi nances, and it may have to 
charge an admission at some events, said Dol-
ensek.  The museum already has a ‘suggested 
donation’ at its door, but they may consider 
a minimum donation for entry, she said, as 
well as reaching out to state elected offi cials 
for  possible funding. 

Large group tours of the museum, which 
contains artifacts and exhibitions relating to 
City Island’s rich history as a shipbuilding 

and seafaring community, already pay a fee 
to visit the museum, she said. 

The museum attracts people to the island, 
especially during its off-peak season, and 
many of the tour groups spend a good deal of 
money at local restaurants during those vis-
its, said Dolensek. 

Expecting donations from individuals to 
permanently sustain the museum, which has 
been in existence since 1964, is not a feasible 
long-term strategy, she also said. 

The museum shares the building at 190 
Fordham Street with the Nautical Winds 
Condominium complex. 

Installers work on some of the historic-looking windows at the City Island Nautical Museum on Mon-
day, February 8. Photo courtesy of City Island Nautical Museum





11
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

 F
e

b
r

u
a

r
y

 1
4

, 2
0

1
6

   
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

for up to 60% of a month’s 
gross income. 

“When you pay off the 
loan you can access the 
savings, but better than 
that, you might keep that 
in the account and build 
savings so you don’t have 
to repeat borrow,” said 
Stern.

Spring Bank has 
formed a partnership with 
financial self-assessment 
tool Happy Mango in de-
veloping an online lending 
platform that offers an al-
ternative to the traditional 
three credit bureaus in 
determining a borrower’s 
ability to pay. 

The new platform also 
helps potential custom-
ers track exactly how they 
spend money and manage 
their finances. 

“There are folks who 
don’t make a lot of money, 
but who are really good 
stewards of the money 
they do make, so we feel 
that they will be a good 
bet,” said Stern about 
many of the bank’s loan 

Spring Bank serves the ‘under-banked’
From page 1

BY ROBERT WIRSING
After undergoing vari-

ous inspections, it appears 
a local slaughterhouse is 
in good standings despite 
recent allegations.

Last Friday, February 
5, 50 people including Sen-
ator Gustavo Rivera and 
his chief of staff Katrina 
Asante and Community 
Board 11 district manager 
Jeremy Warneke visited 
Vivero Macca Live Poultry 
to inspect the market fol-
lowing recent complaints.

As previously reported, 
the allegations included 
slaughterhouse workers 
washing chicken cages on 
the curb every morning, 
allowing blood, hay, feces 
and feathers to be washed 
into the street’s sewers; 
two exhaust fans on the 
live market’s roof emit-
ting a foul odor; exposed 
propane tanks sitting on 
its roof and vehicles dou-
ble parked in front of the 
store all day.

According to Rivera, 
last Friday’s tour began 
with the elected official 

Van Nest slaughterhouse allegations unfounded
and local community lead-
ers meeting outside the 
603-605 Morris Park Av-
enue market to speak with 
the property’s landlord, 
Peter Marmorato and his 
tenant, Omar Thabet, the 
owner of the slaughter-
house, regarding these 
claims.

Marmorato stated 
Thabet and his workers 
have been very respon-
sible in handling their es-
tablishment and explained 
the propane tanks claimed 
to be seen on the Van Nest 
slaughterhouse’s roof were 
removed in 2013.

Warneke confirmed 
this after a Thursday, Feb-
ruary 4 visit to the local 
market .

Shradhanand Pirtam, 
CB 11 member and former 
Van Nest Neighborhood 
Association president, 
stated the allegations were 
several years old and have 
since been resolved.

Pirtam added the FDNY 
visited the market last 
week and did not discover 
any violations.

“They’re doing a hon-
est business there. I be-
lieve they’re doing the best 
they can and are following 
guidelines,” said Pirtam.

Rivera said the tour be-
gan with the group walk-
ing through the front 
doors to be shown around 
the facility.

The group saw ten to 12 
live healthy goats, sheep 
and calves housed in metal 
pens being fed by the staff 
before being shown the 
right side of the facility 
where chickens, pheas-
ants and quail are housed 
in separate metal cages.

The left side of the facil-
ity where meat is prepared 
before packaging, was 
clean and its walls and 
metal table were devoid of 
any debris, Rivera said.

As required by law, the 
room’s corners contain 
drains and the room is not 
visible from the street.

The only area not 
shown was the back room 
where the livestock are 
slaughtered due to health 
regulations. 

This room is also not 
visible to pedestrians, the 
senator confirmed.

Thabet also presented 
the group with his busi-
ness’ paperwork showing 
that the market is in good 
standings with its city and 
state inspections. 

As required by law, the 
paperwork is on display 
inside of his establish-
ment. 

“To be completely blunt, 
these allegations are base-
less,” said the senator, add-
ing. “What I saw during 
our tour was a responsible 
business owner, tenant and 
neighbor who is providing 
a service to a community 
who feels very strongly 
about this market.”

He added that Vivero 
Macca Live Poultry did 
not present an overwhelm-
ing smell despite housing 
livestock, as some resi-
dents claimed.

The person allegedly 
behind these most recent 
complaints is an anti-Mos-
lem  neighbor, according 
to Marmorato.  

After several inspections, it appears allegations raised against 
Vivero Macca Live Poultry were unfounded. 
        Community News Group / Robert Wirsing

customers, saying that 
oftentimes loans made 
are to cover unexpected 
events. 

BronxWorks is one of 
the first two companies 
to join the Employee Op-
portunity Loan program, 
with the loan seekers’ job-
related income verified by 
the employer and the in-
stallments deducted right 
out of their paychecks, ac-
cording to the bank. 

The lender approached 
BronxWorks and asked if 
they would be interested 
in participating, said Con-
nie Claymon, BronxWorks 
chief financial officer. 

“It gives (employees) 
the opportunity to deal 
with a bank they can trust 
if they need to get a per-
sonal loan of some sort, 
which is something we are 
not involved in, of course,” 
said Claymon, adding 
“Spring Bank has been a 
good partner and 23 peo-
ple have signed up so far...
it something that has been 
appreciated.” 

Melanie Stern, Spring Bank 
director of consumer lending, 
stands in front of the bank’s 
headquarters at 69 E. 167th 
Street and Gerard Avenue. 

Photo courtesy of Spring Bank

Stay informed & stay in style. Read the Bronx Times Reporter newspapers
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1001 CITTY ISLANDD AVEENUE | BBRROONNNXXX, NNYY 11000446644 || TTEELLEEPPHHHOONNEE:: 334477--668800--338865 | EMAAIL: SCCAVEELLOPP@AOOOL.COM

PRESENTS

SPECIAL GUEST DJ
CHRIS NAVATTA | NON-STOP ENTERTAINMENT

Give your valentine 
the gift of freestyle

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12 | STARTS 9PM
ENTRANCE $125 INDIVIDUAL

GROUPS OF 8 OR MORE DISCOUNTED RATES

FOUR COURSE SIT DOWN DINNER
UNLIMITED BEER AND HOUSE WINE

718-885-2570

PERFORMING LIVE

Scavello’s On The Island
in association with 

John Galasso & Laugh 
Loud Productions

JOIN US 
SATURDAY, MARCH 5TH 

AT 7PM
$80 PER TICKET

FOUR COURSE SIT DOWN DINNER

Information and Booking:

Call 718- 885- 2570
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