
BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The Kingsbridge Armory has 

offi cially entered its fi rst stage of 
transformation.

Last week, Empire State De-
velopment board of directors ap-
proved a construction loan of $15 
million to be used for a part of the 
capital cost of phase 1 renovations 
to transform the armory, located 
at 29 Kingsbridge Road, into the 
Kingsbridge National Ice Center. 

The loan, which was allocated 
from Governor Cuomo’s New 
York Works Fund, a tool that al-

lows the state to undertake im-
portant improvements and cre-
ate jobs, is the fi rst payout for the 
$130 million project.  

The monies will be used to 
begin renovating the massive, 
795,000 square foot building  into 
an ice arena, a project that will 
create at least 400 new jobs, ac-
cording to ESD.

The project is intended for use 
by minor league and non-pro-
fessional hockey teams, fi gure 
and speed skating, open skating 

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
The race for a new Bronx coun-

cilmember is on, with 10 candidates 
seeking the coveted open seat in 
District 17. 

On Wednesday, January 27, 
the job-seekers participated in a 
debate-like forum hosted by non-
profi t community development cor-
poration, Nos Quedamos, who ad-
vocates for the south Bronx. 

The winner of the special elec-
tion will  complete the remainder 
of the term, which ends December 
31, 2017, of Councilwoman Maria 
del Carmen Arroyo, who stepped 
down from her position to take a 
high-paying job with the non-profi t 
Acacia.

The debate began at 6 p.m. at Pre-
gones Theater and was streamed 
live by Bronxnet.

Viewing parties were arranged 
throughout the area for the over-
fl ow of residents who wanted to at-
tend the event, but couldn’t due to a 
capacity limitations.

Jessica Clemente, president and 
chief executive offi cer at Nos Que-
damos spearheaded the task of in-
creasing citizen awareness and in-
volvement by creating this forum 
with the help of her team. 

The fact that this void in lead-
ership comes at a time when chal-
lenges facing the community are at 
an all-time high motivated Clem-
ente even more. 

“This forum is basically so the 
community can get to know the 
candidates better, and be informed 
about who they are voting for,” said 
Clemente, “At a time when issues 
like housing, gentrifi cation, and 
high levels of poverty in the district 
are so serious, we want to hear di-
rectly from the people who want to 
represent us.”

The forum was moderated by 
Erin Clarke, reporter for NY1, who 
said she was happy to be part of an 
event introducing the community 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A sex offender on parole living 

too close to an Allerton school was 
forced to relocate recently.

Using a New York state data-
base of sex offenders and its e-mail 
notifi cation system, the commu-
nity learned that the individual 
was living on Bronx Park East be-
tween Thwaits Place and Waring 
Avenue, near P.S. 96. 

The offender, who was con-
victed of sexual abuse of a minor, 
apparently had an unobstructed 
view of the school’s facilities from 
a courtyard at the rear of his 
building, 49th Precinct Commu-
nity Affairs police offi cer David 

Lepore said. 
When the situation came to 

light, and local law enforcement 
was contacted, the Division of 
Criminal Justice services had the 
offender, who was on parole, relo-
cated. 

State law prohibits the most 
serious sex offenders, and those 
whose crime involved children, 
from living within 1,000 feet of a 
school if they are on probation or 
parole. 

Senator Jeff Klein helped to fa-
cilitate the relocation by contact-
ing the 49th Precinct and DCJS 
after constituents reached out 
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Group’s quick action protects 
school kids from predator

Villa Paints The Town

SEX OFFENDER 
FORCED TO GO

Candidates 
face off in CD 

17 debate

(Above, ll-r) Jacqlyn Fitzpatrick, artist Nikki Doniere and Emily Engler en-
joyed the Villa Maria Academy Ladies PaintNite Fundraiser on Saturday, 
January 30. About 100 women were following Doniere’s instructions to 
create their own paintings from scratch. The event raised money for the 
Country Club school’s yearbook committee..  Photo by Laura Stone

Kingsbridge Armory 
gets construction loan



BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Two gifted locals will 

star in a new off-Broadway 
show, ‘A Room of My Own,” 
set to premiere Thursday, 
February 25 on the west 
side of Manhattan. 

The heartfelt comedy 
recounts the early days 
of playwright and direc-
tor Charles Messina, who 
wrote the show based on 
his experiences growing 
up in a tiny studio apart-
ment in Greenwich Village 
in the 1970s.

Nico Bustamante, a 
9-year-old from Coun-
try Club, will make his 
off-Broadway debut por-
traying the young Carl of 
the 1970s. Nico has been 
working with Wilhelmina 
Models and the Paradigm 
Agency since last year 
when he walked into Wil-
helmina to give his 4-year-
old sister a gift and walked 
out with a modeling deal, 
having caught the direc-
tors attention. 

Since then Nico has ap-
peared in a string of na-
tional commercials - three 

for Build-A-Bear and one 
for Fisher Price, with a few 
more in the works. 

Stacey Bustamante, Ni-
co’s mother, says her son is 
very humble despite hav-
ing achieved so much at a 
tender age. 

“Charles [Messina] 
made me realize that it 
doesn’t matter where you 
come from, because one 
day you will wish you 
could have it all back,” 
said young Nico, “When 
you are going through 
tough times just remember 

it will make you a stronger 
person.”

Actress Joli Tribuzio, 
who hails from Belmont, 
will appear as little Carl’s 
mother, Dotty Morelli - a 
strong, unscrupulous Ital-
ian-American. 

As the crew hunted 
down the perfect Dotty, 
they posted an ad read-
ing “must have NY in her 
marrow” an unmistak-
able trait in Tribuzio, who 
speaks with a strong ac-
cent. 

“I defi nitely identify 
with my character,” said 
Tribuzio, who has been 
acting since the age of fi ve, 
“Growing up in an apart-
ment with my Italian-
American family, with all 
those big personalities in 
a small space.. that comes 
with confl ict, but also so 
much love.” 

The cast has been re-
hearsing six days a week 
for the past two weeks, but 
they haven’t gotten sick of 
each other yet. 

“When they aren’t do-
ing their scenes, they’re 

basically having a good 
time during breaks...al-
ready like one big family,” 
said Stacy Bustamante, 
who has been spending her 
days on set with her son. 

The comradery was 
apparent by the way Mes-
sina, writer and director, 
hopped on the phone with-
out skipping a beat after 
Bustamante mentioned he 
was nearby. 

“It’s about acceptance. 
Accepting where we come 
from, and being able to 
grow from our experi-
ences,” said Messina in 
the most chipper of voices. 
“Nico is great playing little 
me and so is Joli playing 
my mother,” he continued, 
“I think growing up in the 
Bronx gave them a sense of 
how people behave... how 
to be real and authentic, 
that’s something you can’t 
teach.” 

Adult Carl will be 
played by Ralph Mac-
chio, best known for his 
role in The Karate Kid, 
and comedian Mario 
Cantone, best known for 

his role in Sex and the 
City, will star as an ec-
centric uncle.

“A Room of My Own” 
will be produced by 

Abingdon Theatre Com-
pany and will run from 
February 25 to March 13 
at the June Havoc The-
atre, 312 W. 36th Street.
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Locals star in Off-Broadway comedy 

Nico Bustamante, age 9 from 
Country Club, and Joli Tribuzio 
from Belmont, share a moment 
during rehearsals for the new 
off-Broadway play ‘A Room of 
My Own’. 
 Courtesy of Stacey Bustamante

(l-r) Joli Tribuzio, Nico Bustamante, and Ralph Macchio pose for a 
photo during rehearsal Courtesy of Stacey Bustamante

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Braving the cold once 

again, fed up Claremont 
Houses seniors have turned 
up the heat on their build-
ing’s subpar conditions. 

On Thursday, January 
14, Senator Gustavo Rivera 
visited the senior building 
of Claremont Houses, a New 
York City Housing Authority 
development, after residents 
informed his offi ce about the 
disruption of heat and hot wa-
ter services at the building.

According to the sena-
tor’s offi ce, this marks the 
second year the 1325 Frank-
lin Avenue seniors have been 
deprived of these essential 
services.

Last February, Rivera had 
visited Claremont Houses 
residents as they braved 
freezing temperatures when 
only one of their two boilers 
was operational.

To best comprehend these 
ongoing heating issues, the 
senator penned a letter to 
NYCHA’s chairwoman Shola 
Olatoye asking about the im-

mediate and long term solu-
tions being explored and im-
plemented by the authority to 
address the current heating 
issues and prevent a repeat 
occurrence.

“The reality here is that 
we are in the winter months 
and most of the residents in 
this building are seniors who 
have basic needs that are not 
being properly provided,” ex-
plained Rivera.

The senator has united 

with the Safety Net Project 
of the Urban Justice Center, 
a NYC-based non-profi t orga-
nization, to fi le a ‘HP Action’ 
proceeding on behalf of the 
Franklin Avenue residents. 

A HP Action is a legal pro-
ceeding which all tenants 
have at their disposal to re-
quest that the Housing Court 
require landlords to make 
necessary repairs and pro-
vide essential services.

Trudie Pogue, Claremont 

Houses Tenant Association 
president, explained that se-
nior residents are presently 
using ovens and space heat-
ers to combat the freezing in-
door temperatures.

“When it’s cold outside, 
it’s freezing in here,” said 
Pogue. “This is a senior de-
velopment and we’re not re-
ceiving the services we’re 
supposed to be getting. Some 
people say they don’t have 
any heat at all in their apart-
ments.”

Pogue said last month one 
Claremont Houses resident 
was rushed to the hospital 
with pneumonia.

She added a majority of 
Claremont Houses senior suf-
fer from health issues such as 
asthma, limited mobility or 
are bedridden. 

Kamilla Sjödin, an attor-
ney for UJC Anti-Eviction 
Services, said UJC fi led a HP 
Action on behalf of 59 tenants 
alleging among other things 
lack of heat and a severe mice 
and roach infestation.

“As we approach the cold-

est days of this winter sea-
son, it is unconscionable 
that senior residents of Cla-
remont Houses are forced to 
choose between heating their 
apartment with their oven or 
further exacerbating chronic 
medical conditions because 
of freezing temperatures,” 
said Sjödin.

She added, UJC has sued 
NYCHA, NYC Department 
of Buildings, NYC Housing 

Preservation and Develop-
ment and NYC Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene.

Due to HPD’s absence 
on Wednesday, January 27, 
the housing court judge ad-
journed the case to Thurs-
day, February 4.

In the meantime, Sjö-
din said UJC was success-
ful in having DOB agree to 
inspect 1325 Franklin Av-
enue’s boilers.

Claremont Houses seniors brave lack of heat

Residents also said that Claremont Houses’ hot water boilers are 
not providing them with adequate services. 
 Photo courtesy of Trudie Pogue

According to Claremont Houses residents, their residence’s boil-
ers are not providing suffi cient heating throughout the building. 
 Photo courtesy of Trudie Pogue
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PRESENTS

SPECIAL GUEST DJ
CHRIS NAVATTA | NON-STOP ENTERTAINMENT

Give your valentine 
the gift of freestyle

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12 | STARTS 9PM
ENTRANCE $125 INDIVIDUAL

GROUPS OF 8 OR MORE DISCOUNTED RATES

FOUR COURSE SIT DOWN DINNER
UNLIMITED BEER AND HOUSE WINE

718-885-2570

PERFORMING LIVE

Scavello’s On The Island
in association with 

John Galasso & Laugh 
Loud Productions

JOIN US 
SATURDAY, MARCH 5TH 

AT 7PM
$80 PER TICKET

FOUR COURSE SIT DOWN DINNER

Information and Booking:

Call 718- 885- 2570
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to him through the Bronx 
Park East Community As-
sociation, he said. 

“This individual is 
listed as a dangerous sex-
ual predator with a procliv-
ity to violence, and his last 
victim was a 9-year-old,” 
said Klein, adding “I think 
(DCJS) must do a better job 
in fi nding out where schools 
are located.” 

The senator said that he 
helped author a state law 
that provides for e-mailed 
notifi cation when the most 
serious sex offenders, those 
categorized as ‘Level 2’ and 
‘Level 3,’ move into a zip 
code. He believes that this 
notifi cation system helped 
alert the community. 

 “The Bronx Park East 
Community Association 
learned of it through the e-
mail notifi cation system I 

developed, contacted my of-
fi ce, and my offi ce contacted 
the 49th Precinct,” said 
Klein.

 The precinct learned in 
its investigation that the of-
fender had not yet been as-
signed a parole offi cer when 
they made contact.

The communication be-
tween Klein’s offi ce, the 49th 
Precinct and community 
leaders saved the day in this 
case, sources believe. 

“It underscores the im-
portance of community 
working well with elected 
offi cials (and police) in pro-
tecting our community, and 
especially our children,” 
said Lepore. 

The president of the pre-
cinct’s community coun-
cil, Joe Thompson, a re-
tired NYPD detective who 
worked on child sex abuse 
cases, said that the situa-

tion ‘wakes people up’ to the 
dangers that our out there. 

“We have plenty of young 
kids in the vicinity of the 
school and it is one of those 
things about which  you 
have to stay vigilant,” said 
Joe Thompson, 49th Pre-
cinct Community Council 
president, adding “You have 
to be aware that people like 
this person is out there, and 
there are a lot of them out 
there.”

He added that parents 
have to talk to their children 
about the dangers that ex-
ist from predators, not just 
once, but again and again.

Sex offenders often do 
not look any different than 
anyone else, he said. 

Because of this it is some-
times easy for some offend-
ers to lure unsuspecting 
children that are not aware 
of the danger, he said

Sex offender forced to go; group’s 
quick action protects school kids

(Right, l-r) David Lepore, 49th Precinct Community Affairs Offi cer; Senator Jeff Klein and Joe Thomp-
son, 49th Precinct Community Council president stand in front of Barker Avenue, which was all that 
separated a path leading to a building where a sex offender lived and P.S. 96, seen in the background.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

from Page 1

to the men and women who may become their 
next council person. 

“This opportunity for residents to pick 
new leadership has excited a lot of people.. 
who have been calling and pushing for 
change for a long time,” said Clarke, as she 
prepped for the forum.

Upon arrival candidates selected num-
bers at random, which corresponded to a set 
of questions, ensuring fairness at the debate. 
“The point of this [debate] is not to ‘get’ peo-
ple,” said Clemente, “It’s to inform.” 

All the candidates appeared at the forum, 
and responded to questions from panelists 
Madeline Anthony, Bronx Times Reporter 
staff writer, Stevan Lynn, Bronx Chronicle, 
Eddie Small, DNAinfo, and Sharon Nelson, 
from the National Women’s Political Caucus.  

Questions ranged from health care to 
education, but the core focus was on com-
munity development and land use, with one 
real question at the heart - ‘How do you de-
fi ne predatory development, and how will our 
community be protected’.

 In regards to how this will effect plan-
ning of neighborhoods, preservation, and the 
many developments underway in the area, 
this issue is of utmost concern to residents. 

Candidates appeared to be on the same 
page with respect to many issues - gentrifi -
cation (preserve the south Bronx, but don’t 
oppose all development), education (give our 
children more), parks (very important), but it 
wasn’t all polite. 

When the topic turned to political corrup-
tion, the crowd made their opinions known 
as each candidate declared their stance on 
the issue - cheering and booing depending on 
the answer...and the candidate. 

Julio Pabon, Helen Foreman-Hines, and 
Elliot Quinones were outspoken about cor-

ruption in the Bronx Democratic party, each 
reiterating that the party has failed the com-
munity for years. 

“You are never alone if you are with your 
community,” said Amanda Septimo, after de-
claring that she would be more than willing 
to take unpopular stances within the party if 
that meant getting things accomplished. 

The special election for District 17 will 
take place Tuesday, February 23. 

The council district includes Longwood, 
Hunts Point, Crotona Park, Concourse, Con-
course Village, Melrose, Morrisania, Mott 
Haven, North Brother Island, Parkchester, 
Port Morris, and Soundview. 

This debate can be viewed online at 
Bronxnet.com.

Candidates face off in Council 
District 17 debate

The debate was held to provide the candidates vying for Councilmanic District 17 a chance to state 
their views. Silvio J. Pacifi co

Madeline Anthony and Steven Lynn asked the 
questions. Silvio J. Pacifi co

from Page 1
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
An expansive de-

velopment, just outside 
Parkchester, will start as 
soon as the property’s toxic-
fi lled past is remediated.

The ‘Parkchester Cross-
ing’ site encompasses an 
entire block bordered by 
East Tremont Avenue to 
the north, Guerlain Street 
to the south, White Plains 
Road to the west and Union-
port Road to the east.

Approximately 1.62 acres 
in size, the site consists 
of fi ve lots which served a 
multiple of purposes previ-
ously.

One parcel contained Di-
vine Cemetery Monuments 
at 1584 White Plains Road, 
Dankofi  Fashion at 1586 
White Plains Road, Milly’s 
Salon at 1588 White Plains 
Road, Belle Brokerage In-
surance at 1588A White 
Plains Road and a laundro-
mat at 1590 White Plains 
Road.

Another lot housed Or-
chid Unisex Hair/Nail Sa-
lon at 1619 Unionport Road, 
Lucky Star Chinese Restau-

rant at 1621 Unionport Road, 
Lady Afrique International 
Market at 1621B Unionport 
Road, Almeda Tae Kwon 
Do at 1623 Unionport Road, 
Harmony Records at 1625 
Unionport Road, Pizza 
Italia at 1625A Unionport 
Road, the Parkchester Bak-
ery at 1627 Unionport Road 
and David G’s Barber Shop 
at 1894 E. Tremont Avenue.

The two-island Wave Gas 
Station and convenience 
store at 1596 White Plains 
Road occupied the largest 
piece of the assemblage.

The former Parkchester 
Family Practice Dental 
Offi ce at 1601 Unionport 
Road, Furniture World at 
1603 Unionport Road, One 
Stop 99 Cents Store at 1605 
Unionport Road, Circle of 
Life Bar at 1607 Unionport 
Road, Furniture World Bed-
ding Zone and Carpet at 
1611 Unionport Road and 
Wink Check Cashing Cen-
ter at 1613 Unionport Road 
formerly were located there. 
A paved driveway existed at 
1594 White Plains Road.

The fi nal parcel housed 

Leonard’s Bakery at 1572 
White Plains Road, Kenmar 
Shirts at 1578 White Plains 
Road, Christi Beauty Sa-
lon at 1597 Unionport Road, 
Pete’s Shoe Repair at 1886 
Guerlain Street, Aloshe 
Mini Market at 1889 Guer-
lain Street, Afrikiko Garden 
Restaurant at 1897 Guerlain 
Street, the former location 
of the Playdrome Bowling 
Alley at 1897A Guerlain 
Street and One Stop Conve-
nience Deli and Grocery at 
1905 Guerlain Street.

Many of the aforemen-
tioned businesses were 
closed prior to the planned 
project, have since shut-
tered or relocated. 

A ‘Remedial Investiga-
tion Work Plan’ defi ning the 
nature and extent of con-
tamination in the site’s soil, 
surface water, groundwater 
and other possibly affected 
parts of the environment 
will be conducted by ZP Re-
alty, LLC with oversight by 
New York State Department 
of Environmental Conser-
vation and the New York 
State Depart

Future Parkchester site
awaits toxic remediation

An aerial view of the ‘Parkchester Crossing’ site located at 1590 White Plains Road. 
 Photo courtesy of New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Bus bulbs are coming 

to the northeast section 
of Westchester Avenue, 
whether the community 
wants them or not. 

The NYC Department 
of Transportation plans 
to install bus bulbs at key 
corners along Westhcester 
Avenue in Zerega and Pel-
ham Bay, angering some 
members of Community 
Board 10 who in 2012 voted 
against its installation.  

Two have already been 
installed at Zerega Avenue, 
and another is being built at 
Middletown Road, stated a 
DOT spokeswoman. 

Bus bulbs are sidewalk 
build-outs at corners that 
seamlessly connect the ex-
isting sidewalk from the 
curb line to bus stops situ-
ated in the street near the el 
pillars. 

They are designed to en-
hance pedestrian safety, but 
critics say they impede traf-
fi c fl ow in the lane closest to 

the sidewalk and eliminate 
parking spots. 

“I spoke to some of the 
merchants on Zerega and 
Westhcester avenues, and 
they are up in arms over  
them,” said Bob Bieder, a 
merchant activist and CB 10 
member who added that the 
city never notifi ed the com-
munity prior to the installa-

tion.
“They are taking away 

parking, they are taking 
away a lane of traffi c and 
they are creating a hazard,” 
he said, adding that it will 
create a traffi c nightmare 
and it is a disgrace that CB 
10 was not notifi ed. 

John Marano, who is also 
a CB 10 member, said that 

initially the board voted 
down bus bulbs for the 
board service area. 

CB 10 has a scheduled 
a meeting with DOT offi -
cials to discuss the situa-
tion, said its district man-
ager Kenneth Kearns, who 
added that it is possible 
that under the previous 
administration DOT might 
have had more latitude to 
exempt certain areas. 

“For us, it is the prin-
ciple of the situation,” said 
Kearns, “It is that we told 
you ‘no’.” 

Marano said, “It is 
frustrating that we voted 
it down and DOT takes it 
upon themselves to do it 
anyway,” he said, adding 
that driving under an el at 
these locations is diffi cult 
enough. 

A DOT spokeswoman 
stated that the bus bulbs in 
CB 10 were installed after a 
thorough review. 

“While DOT sought to 
minimize the loss of on-street 

parking on Westchester 
Avenue, the overall safety 
and accessibility improve-
ments provided by the bus 
bulbs were weighed against 
the loss of several parking 
spaces,” the spokeswoman 
stated in an e-mail. 

“The sidewalk extension 
project at these locations is 
part of an initiative to in-

crease safety and accessibil-
ity at bus stops located un-
der elevated trains.” 

Accessing the Bx4 bus 
line under Westchester Av-
enue is especially important 
for elderly and handicapped 
riders, who may not be able 
to climb stairs to reach the 
elevated train, the spokes-
woman stated. 

Zerega Avenue bus bulbs cause controversy

Two bus bulbs have been installed on Westchester and Zerega av-
enues. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Two bus bulbs have been installed on Westchester and Zerega av-
enues. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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The New York Botanical Garden is gearing up for the 
unveiling of it’s 14th annual Orchid Show, entitled ‘Or-
chidelirium’, which opens February 27 and runs until 
April 17. 

The event will showcase thousands of orchids vary-
ing in size, shape, and color that have been hand selected 
from greenhouses all over the country. 

One of the most popular displays at NYBG, the annual 
orchid show brings record numbers to the Bronx each 
year. 

For Marc Hachadourian, director of the Nolen Green-
houses and curator of the Orchid Collection at NYBG, the 
coming exhibition signifies the culmination of nearly a 
years worth of work.

“Preparation begins when the last show closes,” said 
Hachadourian, who has worked on each orchid show 
since they first began almost 15 years ago, “How and 
what we choose to display, and conceiving the show’s de-
sign began months and months in advance.”

Hachadourian works with a network of nursery’s 
from all over the nation to cultivate the collection, and 
to ensure that when the plants arrive they haven’t yet 
begun budding. 

It’s his job to then make sure each plant flowers at ex-
actly the same time, which means the correct amount of 
water, light, and temperature for each specific orchid is 
crucial - and the exhibit will feature hundreds of differ-
ent kinds. 

“When the curtain goes up, it all needs to be at the 
peak of perfection,” said Hachadourian, “We never antic-
ipated how popular it would be, but the public response 
has been amazing.. it’s become a kickoff to spring, it’s 
when people are craving color, sick of looking at all the 
snow on the ground,” he continued.

In addition to the countless orchids collected specifi-
cally for the show, attendees may get a glimpse into the 
international orchid trade - an industry which has been 

compared to the underground market of exotic animals. 
“It’s that same desire to possess something that is of 

the natural world, some crazy collectors are willing to 
pay anything for the rarest of the rare,” said Hachadou-
rian.

NYBG runs one of the 65 orchid rescue centers that 
exist in the US, so when the United States Department 
of Agriculture confiscates illegally traded endangered 
plants, they are sent to NYBG and Hachadourian works 
to give them new life. 

Some of these extraordinary revitalized flowers will 
be on display at the show, and will be labeled as such. 
“It’s a conservation effort,” said Hachadourian of the 
unique and rescued breeds, “But some of them happen to 
bloom during the time of the show.”

Aside from the enticing array of blossoms, the exhibi-
tion will also include poetry readings, music and dance 
performances on Saturday’s and Sunday’s, orchid care 
demonstrations, and romantic ‘orchid evenings’ through-
out its duration.

Botanical Garden to present 14th Orchid Show 

Rendering depicting The Orchid Show: Orchidelirium set to begin 
February 27. Courtesy of The New York Botanical Garden

(Top left) Exquisite orchids on display at NYBG 
 Photo Courtesy of The New York Botanical Garden

(Top right) Close up of a white Cymbidium Erythrostylum Cour-
tesy of The New York Botanical Garden

(Middle right) Pink Dendrobiums, a huge genus of orchids, on 
display at the annual orchid show . 
 Courtesy of The New York Botanical Garden

(Bottom right) Oncidium Dancing Ladies, a species of orchid 
fi rst found in the rainforest. 
 Courtesy of The New York Botanical Garden
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An industrial loft building 

in the south Bronx was re-
cently sold in a multi-million 
dollar transaction.

The five-story building, 
located at 388 Canal Place 
between East 141st and East 
144th streets, was sold in a $4 
million, all-cash transaction 
that provides its future occu-
pant with over 30,000 square 
feet of space.

The property at 388 Canal 
Place  includes a drive-in en-
trance and a cellular tower 
lease, and sits on a 50’ by 125’ 
lot and is currently 50% va-
cant. 

An active investment group 
and a contractor occupy the 
other half of the building as 
month-to-month tenants. At 
the time of the sale, the sec-
ond, third and half of the fifth 
floor were occupied.

The sale price of the Mott 
Haven property equated to ap-
proximately $128 per square 
foot.

The buyer has plans for ren-
ovations, which will convert 
the interior of the building 
into creative office use space 
for its future tenants, accord-
ing to the selling agent. 

The buyer, who did not wish 
to be identified, would not dis-
close what renovations will be 
done and when they will be 
started.

The location of the prop-
erty benefits from being in 
close proximity to the 2 and 
5 subway lines at the Grand 
Concourse and 149th Street 
station as well as the 4 and 
5 subway lines at the Grand 
Concourse and East 138th 
Street station.

The transaction was ex-
clusively handled by David 
Simone and James Nelson of 
Cushman & Wakefield, who 
represented the seller.

“We had interest from us-
ers as well as investors look-
ing to convert the building 
into office space,” said Si-
mone, who focuses mainly on 

south Bronx properties. 
Demand for warehouse and 

industrial space continues to 
grow in the Bronx, especially 
Mott Haven, due to higher 
prices in the other boroughs, 
the broker said.

“Mott Haven is an area that 
has continued to receive a lot 
of attention - mainly because 
of the easy access to trans-
portation, close proximity to 
Manhattan and the Harlem 
River waterfront and its ware-
houses, which many buyers 
and developers have looked 
to purchase and renovate,” Si-
mone said.

The poor condition of the 
property would necessitate 
major renovation to make it    
competitive on the market.

According to sources, many 
properties are being pur-
chased by real estate specula-
tors in the recently up-zoned 
area south of E. 149th Street, 
so that they can benefit in the 
expected escalating property 
price increases.

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Police and community members 

have taken up the cause of a child 
who was recently orphaned when his 
mother was slain.

Last week, the 49th Precinct es-
tablished a fundraiser to help six-
year-old Tyrone Lowe, Jr. who lost 
his parents in a murder-suicide this 
past December.

As previously reported, in the 
early morning hours of Tuesday, 
December 1, 2015, Shoshane Ratti-
gan, 28, was shot to death by her ex-
boyfriend, Tyrone Lowe inside their 
1570 Bogart Avenue residence.

Neighbors told the Bronx Times 
that the couple’s son and Rattigan’s 
20-year-old nephew were in another 
room when the murder occurred.

Neither were harmed or witnessed 
the shooting. 

Lowe, 30, was last seen fleeing the 
crime scene in his 2006 Honda Odys-
sey as he left his dying former girl-
friend behind.

Police from the 49th Precinct and 
EMS rushed to Rattigan’s home, but 
it was too late to save her.

A week later on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 8, 47th Precinct police and EMS 
discovered Lowe dead inside of his 
parked gray minivan in the vicin-

ity of Hollers Avenue and Hutchin-
son River Parkway. He had a self-in-
flicted gun shot wound to the head. A 
handgun was found next to him.

According to residents, Rattigan 
had mentioned that her beau had 
been phsyically abusive to her.

Sources at the 49th Precinct said 
young Tyrone now resides with his 
grandfather.

Officer David Lepore, 49th Com-
munity Affairs Unit explained that 
the fundraiser serves two purposes 
which is to collect money to send to 
Tyrone and his grandfather to Dis-
neyworld and to start a 529 College 
Fund for the orphaned child.

“Our main goal is to better Ty-
rone’s life as he experienced a ter-
rible tragedy and we wanted to both 
help him now by sending him to Dis-
neyworld and to give him a better 
future with a college fund,” shared 
Captain Keith Walton, 49th Precinct 
commanding officer.

“We realized he will forever be a 
by-product of domestic violence hav-
ing a mother that was killed by his 
father who then took his own life,” 
the captain added. “If it’s true in 
what they say that it takes a village 
to raise a child then we are more 
than willing to be a part of that vil-

lage.”
Kay Cardona, a Morris Park com-

munity activist, knew Rattigan who 
was employed as a nurse at a local 
nursing facility and was delighted 
to hear of the fundraiser designed to 
help the youngster.

“Thank goodness Shoshane’s 
son Tyrone is going to get the help 
he needs to live a normal life and I 
know she’s looking down on her son 
and smiling,” said Cardona.

“It’s one of the saddest situations 
I’ve ever been a party to,” said Jo-
seph Thompson, 49th Precinct Com-
munity Council president. “Hope-
fully, through this fundraiser we 
can all help give this child a decent 
future.”

Thompson said the fundraiser has 
raised over $577.

Checks and money orders can be 
made out to 49th Precinct Commu-
nity Council. Cash will not be ac-
cepted.

Thompson said in-person dona-
tions can also be given directly to 
the 49th Precinct’s Community Af-
fairs Detective Jay Sturdivant or po-
lice officer Lepore. 

For more information, contact the 
49th Precinct Community Affairs 
Office at (718) 918-2025.
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49th Precinct aids child left orphaned 

A delighted Tyrone Lowe wears Captain Walton’s 
police hat while sitting behind the command-
ing offi cer’s desk during a visit to the precinct 
house. Photo courtesy of 49th Precinct

388 Canal Place, which is already half occupied, has over 30,000 square feet of 
converted offi ce space available. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

Industrial building sold in Mott Haven
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times, instructional train-
ing as well as neighborhood, 
high school and college 
leagues. 

The central, main rink 
would have a seating capac-
ity of approximately 5,000. 

The property will also 
have a 50,000 square-foot 
dedicated community cen-
ter, a 20,000 square-foot 
health and training facility, 
50 locker rooms including 12 
NHL-size rooms, equipment 
storage as well as on-site 
parking for over 450 cars.

The developers will be 
limited to use the loan pro-
ceeds on costs directly relat-
ing to Phase 1 construction 
and will not be permitted to 
use any of it for marketing 
expenses, legal payments, 
loan fees or payments in lieu 
of taxes.

“The redevelopment of 
Kingsbridge Armory into 
the Kingsbridge National Ice 
Center will create jobs and 
put a long-vacant building 
back in use,” said an ESD 
offi cial. “The $15 million 
loan, recently approved by 

ESD, will allow this project 
to move forward and provide 
an important boost to the lo-
cal community.”

“We (BOEDC) are very 
grateful that (Governor) 
Cuomo has supported the 
process of this project by 
providing it with the pro-
ceeds that it needs to move 
forward,” said Marlene 
Cintron, president of the 
BOEDC. “I am personally 
very delighted for the oppor-
tunity to break ground on 
this beautiful building that 
should be open to the public. 
I can’t see how it won’t ben-
efi t the community.”

The project has also been 
funded by Bauer Hockey, a 
hockey equipment company, 
who invested $4 million to-
wards the project in 2014. 

Prior to that funding, 
KNIC, the developers of the 
ice center, and the Detroit-
based Kresge Foundation 
also invested money in the 
project. 

KNIC, which is headed 
by retired New York Ranger 
Mark Messier and fi gure 
skater Sarah Hughes, has 

also committed to ensuring 
that at least 51% percent of 
the 400 new jobs will be fi lled 
by the local community.

In anticipation of the Ar-
mory’s impact on the local 
economy some landlords 
are already asking for hefty 

commercial rents.
A study is also planned to 

examine the  IRT #4 Jerome/
Kingsbridge train  station’s 
transit needs.

The Kingsbridge Armory 
has been closed to the public 
since 1996.
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Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!

Armory gets construction loan
from Page 1

Assemblyman Michael 
R. Benedetto urges Bronx 
students with college debt 
to participate in the Get On 
Your Feet Loan Foregive-
ness Program.

The problem is well-
documented and alarming: 
College students who grad-
uated in 2015 were the most 
indebted in U.S. history, 
and student borrowing for 
higher education continues 
to rise. Despite those facts, 
for many young people, 
the benefi ts of pursuing a 
degree outweigh the cost. 
College graduates fare bet-
ter than their high school-
educated peers, and the dif-
ference in their earnings is 
more pronounced than it 
was for their parents. Col-
lege has intangible benefi ts, 
too; workers with a four-
year degree are more likely 
to be satisfi ed with their ca-

reers than those who begin 
working immediately after 
high school.

While earning a four-
year college degree is a wise 
decision in the long term, 
student loan payments can 
be daunting, especially for 
recent graduates who are 
still searching for a good 
job and building a fi nan-
cial foundation. New York 
State’s Get On Your Feet 
Loan Forgiveness Program, 
which is now accepting ap-
plications, can help ease 
that early fi nancial stress.

Students who graduated 
both high school and col-
lege in New York State and 
received an undergraduate 
degree in or after the 2014-
15 academic year and have 
lived in the state for 12 con-
tinuous months may be eli-
gible to have up to two years 
of federal student loan pay-

ments forgiven. To be con-
sidered for the program, 
applicants also have to be 
enrolled in either an in-
come-based or pay-as-you-
earn repayment program 
and have an adjusted gross 
income of less than $50,000.

The Get On Your Feet 
Loan Forgiveness Program 
goes hand in hand with 
other efforts to reduce the 
burden of student debt for 
young people. For example, 
the New York State Science, 
Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM) 
Incentive Program offers 
full-tuition scholarships to 
students who study in cer-
tain STEM fi elds at SUNY 
or CUNY schools and work 
in the state after gradua-
tion. But while the STEM 
Incentive Program targets 
new college students, the 
Get On Your Feet program 

provides assistance for re-
cent graduates, regardless 
of major.

What’s good for our stu-
dents is also good for our 
state. Like the STEM Incen-
tive Program, the Get On 
Your Feet initiative requires 
its benefi ciaries to stay in 
New York State and con-
tribute their newly learned 
skills to the workforce as 
soon as they fi nd jobs.

Applications for the Get 
On Your Feet program are 
now being accepted; visit 
hesc.ny.gov or call 1-888-
697-4372 to learn more.  

If you have any questions 
about this or any other is-
sue, contact the assembly-
man’s Throggs Neck offi ce 
at (718) 892-2235, or his Co-
op City offi ce at (718) 320-
2220, or send me an email at 
benedem@assembly.state.
ny.us. 

Benedetto urges students 
to Get On Your Feet

The Kingsbridge National Ice Center project would reopen a building 
that has been closed to the public for 20 years. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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