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Blizzard hits borough hard
Continued on Page 61

Continued on Page 61

No one was immune to the blizzard, and not even a sanitation 
truck with a plow could avoid getting stuck in the snow on Edison 
Avenue between St. Theresa and Westchester avenues in Pelham 
Bay. The truck’s crew went to work digging snow away from the 
tires after it was temporarily marooned on Sunday, January 24. 
More photos on page 42.              Photo by Edwin Soto

2016 Snow Job

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
It appears that the agency 

asked to assume responsibil-
ity for the burial grounds of 
the city’s indigent is as desti-
tute as those buried there . 

Local community leaders 
testifi ed at a City Council com-
mittee hearing on Wednes-
day, January 20 mostly in fa-
vor of legislation that would 
transfer the 100-acre island, 
home to the city’s ‘Potter’s 
Field,’ from the Department 
of Correction to the Parks De-
partment. 

But testimony and a state-
ment from the Parks De-
partment indicates that the 
agency does not have the 
funds to properly steward the 
land, which has been an ac-
tive burial site for more than 
a century. 

“Parks supports the ef-
forts made by the New York 
City Department of Correc-
tion in keeping Hart Island in 
the best possible condition for 
friends and families of the de-
ceased who visit to pay their 
respects,” said Matt Drury, of 
the Parks Department, add-
ing “We believe that the op-
eration of a public cemetery 
falls well outside of our agen-
cy’s expertise and available 
resources.”

According to a source, 
Parks already works with 
DOC to provide assistance on 
horticultural management is-
sues for the island. 

The source also stated that 
the agency believes they can 
continue to support DOC ef-
forts to make the island more 
accessible to family members 

of those interned there with-
out a jurisdiction transfer. 

The City Island Civic As-
sociation has been advocating 
for the transfer of the island, 
in the Long Island Sound 
from the community, because 
the city has developed plans 
for its use over four decades 
that proved unpopular in the 
community, said John Doyle, 
CICA board member. 

He said that he believes 
that the resistance by the 
Parks Department is moti-
vated by fi nancial concerns, 
because if the transfer leg-
islation becomes law, there 
may or may not be an accom-
panying increase in funding 
for the new park. 

Doyle said that the CICA 
has lined up support from the 

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
 AND STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The blizzard that hit the 

Bronx this past weekend de-
livered the most snow the 
Bronx has seen in years - ap-
proximately 27.6 inches - but it 
didn’t keep the borough down.

“People were adequately 
prepared for this historic 
storm,” said Bronx borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
“People played it smart, stay-
ing home, staying off the 
streets, and just riding out the 
storm. The important thing is 
that Bronxites were safe and 
for that we are grateful.”

During disaster-like situa-
tions, people sometimes turn 
to lawlessness, but the bor-
ough stayed safe during the 
storm according to DCPI, who 
reported that crime was down 
40 percent on Saturday, Janu-
ary 23 and Sunday, January 
24.

As a whole, Bronxites did 
their best to go ahead with 
regular programming - the 
Bronx Baptist Church on East 
187th Street even held church 
services over the phone on 
Sunday.

The amount of snow and 
slush, however, posed a seri-

ous inconvenience to anyone 
in the area. 

Jeremy Warnake, dis-
trict manager of Community 
Board 11 said that side streets 
like Lurting Avenue weren’t 
plowed until Sunday at 5 p.m., 
although this was an improve-
ment as compared to last 
year’s storm.

Last Saturday, during the 
storm’s height, every restau-
rant in the Throggs Neck area 
had closed their doors on E. 
Tremont Avenue- except one.

 The Throggs Neck Clipper 
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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Montefiore Einstein
Center for Heart &
Vascular Care

A Healthy Heart Starts with You
Throughout February, the Montefiore Einstein Center for Heart  
and Vascular Care will offer free educational lectures and screenings  
to check your blood pressure, blood sugar and cholesterol levels. Protect  
your heart from disease, and learn how to take better care of yourself. 

If you are interested in attending a heart month event, simply show up to the event. To download the 2015 calendar with our heart care locations,  
for the latest information on other events, or to find out more about Heart Month at Montefiore, please visit www.montefiore.org/HeartMonth.

Info Table  Tuesday and Thursday Mornings  Atrium, Bronx East, 2300 Westchester Ave., Bronx, NY 10462

Walk With A Doc 
Walk the Montefiore Mile at the 
Moses Campus with a Doctor
Tuesday, Feb 2nd 5:30–6:30 pm
210th Street Entrance,  
Montefiore Hospital, Moses Campus,  
111 East 210th St., Bronx, NY 10467

Associate Wellness  
Nutrition Tasting
Tuesday, Feb 2nd  
11:00 am–2:00 pm

Lobby, Montefiore, Wakefield  
Campus, 600 East 233rd St.,  
Bronx, NY 10466

Montefiore, Weiler Hospital, Einstein 
Campus, 1825 Eastchester Rd.,  
Bronx, NY 10458

Heart Month Kick Off 
Wakefield Campus
Thursday, Feb 4th 10:15 am
Lobby, Montefiore, Wakefield  
Campus, 600 East 233rd St.,  
Bronx, NY 10466

Moses Campus
Thursday, Feb 4th 11:30 am
210th Street Entrance,  
Montefiore Hospital, Moses 
Campus, 111 East 210th St.,  
Bronx, NY 10467

Heart Healthy Cooking
Wednesday, Feb 3rd 10:30 am
MAP 8, Waiting Room B, 
Montefiore Medical Group,  
3400 Bainbridge Ave.,  
Bronx, NY 10467

High Blood Pressure 
What You Need to Know
Friday, Feb 5th 1:30 pm
Aisling Irish Community  
Center, 990 McLean Ave.,  
Yonkers, NY 10704

National  
Wear Red Day  
#GoRed
Friday, Feb 5th 
10:00 am
Children’s Hospital  
at Montefiore (CHAM) Lobby, 
CHAM, 3415 Bainbridge Ave.,  
Bronx, NY 10467

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A young girl has received 

a new prosthetic hand using 
some of the latest in 3D print-
ing technology. 

Doctors at Jacobi Medical 
Center created the custom fi t-
ting hand. 

Yujing He, 13, is now able 
to move the fi ngers on her 
left hand for basic functions 
after she was fi tted with the 
prosthetic hand, a fi rst for 
the sprawling city hospital in 
Morris Park. 

He seemed very happy with 
her new hand, saying she was 
now going through a period of 
adjustment. 

“I feel more confi dent 
and happier to have this new 
hand,” she said through a 
translator. “I think it is a mir-
acle that I can try to do some 
things that I could not do with-
out this hand.” 

3D Printing involves mold-
ing narrow pieces of plastic 
together to create a three di-

Jacobi creates its fi rst 
3D printed prosthesis

mensional image to the speci-
fi cations created in a computer 
model, explained a hospital 
spokesman. 

These kinds of prosthetics 
are ideal for patients who are 
still growing, because they 
can be adjusted with relative 
ease, her doctors said. 

The recently completed op-
eration was performed in col-
laboration with Montefi ore’s 
podiatry department, where 
one of He’s doctors, Dr. Kyle 
Silva, works. 

Jacobi plastic surgeon and 
Burn Fellow Dr. Cesar Colas-
ante led that medical center’s 
part of the effort, and he said 
he has been working with 3D 
printing for about 15 years.

Using 3D printing can re-
duce the cost of a prosthetic 
hand from thousands of dol-
lars to as little as $30, and ad-
justments can be made within 
a day, said Colasante 

“She is going to continue 
growing and she is going to 

outgrow her prosthesis within 
a year,” he said, adding that 
the low cost for the hospital al-
lows it to go ahead with opera-
tions much sooner than wait-
ing months for Medicaid to 
approve a procedure.  

“It makes for a more per-
sonalized experience,” said 
Colasante, who also said that 
the possibilities for using the 
technology are potentially ex-
ponential. 

Dr. Silva believes that 3D 
printing will continue to be 
important for developing mod-
els for pre-surgery planning 
to better understand the re-
action of the body, for medi-
cal education or to map out in 
three dimensions a traumatic 
brain injury. 

This type of printing is get-
ting better and better, with 
new kinds of plastic becoming 
available. 

“It is fascinating technol-
ogy,” he said, adding “The 
technology keeps getting bet-

ter every day.”
He developed amniotic 

band syndrome, a condition 
that previously made it impos-
sible to move her fi ngers, when 
she was about three-years-old, 

her mother, Qiumin Lai, said. 
According to her doctors, 

she is able to fully use her left 
hand to grip things like water 
bottles, which was not possi-
ble before the surgery. 

Yujing He, 13, holds a water bottle with the prosthetic hand that was 
printed on a 3D printer. Photo courtesy of Jacobi
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IT'S REFUND SEASON!
To celebrate, we're giving $1,000 to 1,000
people daily. The sooner you enter, the
more chances you have to win.

Walk in or call 800-HRBLOCK to make
your tax preparation appointment today.

LIMITED TIME OFFER. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY.
For Official Rules and Alternate Method of Entry, visit hrblock.com/grand. Open to legal U.S. residents (50 states + DC & PR) age 18+. Entry
Period: 1/4/16-2/15/16. One entry per taxpayer with paid federal tax return. Daily drawings 1/16/16-2/15/16 + final drawing on 2/19/16. 1000

winners per drawing; 32,000 winners total. Total ARV: $32,000,000. Void where prohibited. OBTP#B13696 ©2015 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

hrblock.com/grand

2013 Williamsbridge Road
J Frank Vazquez, Sr. Tax Consultant
Bronx, New York 10461
929-777-9229/718-991-6257

The Volunteers of America 
Bronx Early Learning Center
1887 Bathgate Avenue Bronx, N.Y. 10457

We are pleased to announce that the program participates in 
the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs. 
BELC, which provides educational and therapeutic services 
to preschool students with disabilities and four year old chil-
dren participating in the Pre-K for All/Universal Prekindergar-
ten Program, provides nutritious breakfast, lunch and snacks 
to all students enrolled in the program.

Bronx Early Learning Center has developed a School
Wellness Policy which includes the following:

Parent Training & Participation; A Food Safety Policy;
A Mealtime Policy; and Goals for Nutrition, Education & 

Physical Activity for Students.

For additional information regarding the Bronx Early Learning 
Center, the School Wellness Policy and/or the National School 
Lunch & School Breakfast Programs, please either visit our 
website at: voa-gny.org or Call BELC, at: 718-466-3580.

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, or e-mail Bronx-
times@aol.com. Please in-
clude a phone number or a 
way to contact you in case of 
questions. 

Commemoration

The Anne Hutchinson 

Committee, a group inter-
ested in the study and preser-
vation of history surrounding 
one of the borough’s earliest 
settlers, Anne Hutchinson, 
sent in the following infor-
mation: 

Ever wonder how the 
Hutchinson River Parkway 
was given that name? It is be-
cause of a person who was one 
of the earliest settlers in the 
Bronx: Anne Hutchinson.

This year, 2016, marks 
Hutchinson’s 425th birthday. 
She is recognized for her con-
tributions to free speech, wom-
en’s rights, and for the cour-
age to stand up for her beliefs 
at whatever the cost. 

Hutchinson, her fam-
ily and several townspeople 
were banished from their 
community in Boston, Mas-
sachusetts in 1638. The com-
munity moved south. They 
reached the present-day 
northeast Bronx and south-
ern Westchester in 1642.

The Anne Hutchinson 
Committee met on January 4 
to brainstorm ways of giving 
her recognition. 

There is another important 
dimension to this year’s event 
for Hutchinson.

 It relates to Bill Twomey, 
founder and fi rst president of 
the East Bronx History Fo-
rum. 

Several years ago, Twomey 
expressed the importance of 
recognizing Anne Hutchinson 
to several members of the fo-
rum. He deserves a tribute for 
his efforts. 

Anne Hutchinson was his 
focus in several articles that 
he wrote for his weekly col-
umn. 

The East Bronx History 
Forum has already sched-

uled events to remember Anne 
Hutchinson’s story. So has the 
St. Paul’s National Historic 
Site in Mt. Vernon, New York.

If you are interested in 
learning more, contact Toby 

Liederman by calling (718) 

885-3423 or by e-mail at to-
byzliederman@gmail.com.

Members of the committee 
include Liederman, Andrea 

Mahee, Violet Smith, An-

nette Sambolin and Beryl 

Dorsett. 
New Regional 

Superintendent 

Linda Mele Dougherty 

will be appointed the North-
east Bronx/East Bronx re-
gional superintendent for 
Archdiocese of New York 
Catholic Schools as of Friday, 
July 1. 

The region includes Pel-
ham Parkway, Pelham Bay, 
Country Club, Throggs Neck, 
Castle Hill, Morris Park, 
Pelham Gardens, Allerton, 
Wakefi eld, Williamsbridge 
and Baychester.  Linda Mele Dougherty

(l-r) Andrea Mahee, Violet Smith, Toby Liederman, Annette Sambolin and 
Beryl Dorset work on this year’s Anne Hutchinson celebration.
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PRESENTS

SPECIAL GUEST DJ
CHRIS NAVATTA | NON-STOP ENTERTAINMENT

Give your valentine 
the gift of freestyle

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12 | STARTS 9PM
ENTRANCE $125 INDIVIDUAL

GROUPS OF 8 OR MORE DISCOUNTED RATES

FOUR COURSE SIT DOWN DINNER
UNLIMITED BEER AND HOUSE WINE

718-885-2570

PERFORMING LIVE

Scavello’s On The Island
in association with 

John Galasso & Laugh 
Loud Productions

JOIN US 
SATURDAY, MARCH 5TH 

AT 7PM
$80 PER TICKET

FOUR COURSE SIT DOWN DINNER

Information and Booking:

Call 718- 885- 2570
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• Faith-Centered Education

• Full-Day Pre-K 3 and Pre-K 4 Programs

• SMART Boards in Every Classroom

• State-of-the-Art Library, Computer  
      & Science Labs

• Math Initiative

• Honors & Enrichment Programs

• Advanced Level Math & Science

• Remediation Program

• Fitness Center, Sports  
      & Physical Education

• Extended Day Academic Programs

• Extracurricular Activities

• Fully Air-conditioned Classrooms

FREE PRE-K FOR ALL  (Universal Pre-K for 4-year-olds) 

AFFORDABLE FULL-DAY PRE-K 3 PROGRAM  

AFFORDABLE TUITION

FREE EARLY DROP-OFF 
FREE BREAKFAST PROGRAM

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:

Msgr. John Graham, Pastor   |  Sr. Patricia Brito, RJM, Principal

2380 E. Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10462   

718-597-3232  •  www.straymondelementary.org b
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OPEN HOUSE
February 2 & 3 
9:30 - 11:00 AM

REGISTRATION & INFORMATION

February 8, 9, 18, 19, 22-26 
9:00 AM & 1:00 PM 

February 18 & 22 
6:00 PM 

TOURING TUESDAYS

February 2 & 23 
March 8
April 12

Limited Seating for All Grades. Register Early!

ST. RAYMOND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

ST. RAYMOND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Excellence in Catholic Education for Over 150 Years

Christ-Centered Education in a Safe, Nurturing and  
Academically Motivating Environment

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Community activism and 

the tragic death of woman on 
her way home from work may 
bring about more comprehen-
sive bus service. 

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority has con-
fi rmed that it is studying addi-
tional early morning service 
to the Bx29 bus line between 
Pelham Bay’s Amendola Plaza 
and City Island. 

“We are considering the 
possibility in light of the re-
quest from members of the 
community and elected of-
fi cials,” said MTA spokes-
woman Amanda Kwan of ser-
vice beyond the current Bx29 
schedule. 

Currently, service to and 
from the plaza, through Pel-
ham Bay Park, ends at mid-
night on weekdays and 1 a.m. 
on weekends. 

Community activists at the 
City Island Civic Association 
have said this strands many 
people, including islanders 
returning home late at night 
and restaurant workers who 
sometimes don’t have regular 
hours and may have to bicycle 

Bx29 nighttime service may increase
to their jobs or arrange for pri-
vate vans to pick them up. 

The City Island Civic As-
sociation started a petition in 
2015 for improved Bx29 bus 
service that collected about 
430 signatures, said John 
Doyle, CICA board member. 

The civic group is advocat-
ing for not only late night ser-
vice, but also more timely ser-
vice, having submitted about 
70 specifi c complaints about 
riders experiencing untimely 
buses, he said. 

“The fact that they are 
looking to expand the route 
is a very positive step,” said 
Doyle. “At least the MTA is be-
ing compelled to review the 
situation.” 

The CICA’s effort intensi-
fi ed after the death of Gabriela 
Aguilar-Vallinos, who com-
muted to work at an island res-
taurant by bicycle. 

She was killed in an ac-
cident near the City Island 
Bridge in September when a 
motorist struck her bicycle. 

Councilman James Vac-
ca’s chief of staff, Michael Ri-
vadeneyra, said that the coun-
cilman has reached out to 

MTA. 
“Jimmy has communi-

cated with the MTA about 
the need for more bus service 
to City Island; no part of the 
city should be isolated,” said 
Rivadeneyra, adding “It is an 

extremely unfortunate thing 
that someone had to lose their 
life for the MTA to really take 
a strong consideration here.”

The CICA has been work-
ing with Senator Jeff Klein 
on improving and expanding 

Bx29 service, said Doyle. 
In a statement, the senator 

said that the tragic passing of 
Aguilar-Vallinos illustrates 
the need to enhance public 
transportation for visitors, 
residents and workers. 

A roadside memorial to Gabriela Aguilar-Vallinos, who died in a traffi c accident while riding a bicycle home 
from work at a City Island restaurant in September 2015. Some believe that expanding early morning Bx29 
service could benefi t employees at the island’s roughly 20 restaurants. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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On seasonal and everything  
else — every day.

BJs.com/terms.

 
 Our doors are open and we can’t 

wait to meet you. Expect great things. Every day. Our 
commitment to you is huge. And making you happy is  
our most important job.

Because at BJ’s, you’re  than a customer.  
You’re a Member. And we have a responsibility to give you 
our best. And smart ideas. Like helpful tips and convenient 
one-stop shopping to make your life easier.

 is here in the Bronx. And we know that you’re  
than ready for it.

AM PM

AM PM 
Visit BJs.com/bronx

2% back on most in-Club and BJs.com purchases. 
Save $20 and get 2 FREE bonus months! Save $10 and get 2 FREE bonus months! 

0 88300 01724 9

To activate, please bring this Pass to the Member Services Desk before you shop. 

BJs.com/terms
Valid for in-Club purchases only

15% non-member surcharge

Expires: 1/31/16

bronx,

Many in  
supermarket sizes.

bronx
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Early morning drop off, after school program, and many other 
extra curriculum activities. Some seats are still available in 

Grades K-7. Register for our 3 year old program and
guarantee your child a seat in our 4 year old. Our Faculty and 

Staff are friendly and professional always putting the child fi rst.

For information call Mrs. Fanelli school Principal
718-792-3688 or email b262@adnyeducation.org

Give your child a great start in life by

attending St. Theresa School

St. Theresa School
2872 St.Theresa Ave, Bronx, New York 10461  
Monsignor Thomas Derivan, Pastor  
Mrs.Josephine Fanelli, Principal
718-792-3688

PRE-K 3-YEAR-OLD UPK
4-YEAR-OLD AND GRADES K-8

OPEN HOUSE
JANUARY 31  12-2PM

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Assemblywoman Carmen 

Arroyo has recently endorsed 
Rafael Salamanca for the up-
coming special election to fi ll 
her daughter’s Councilmanic 
District 17 seat. 

“The leadership that Sala-
manca has already demon-
strated as a community leader 
makes me confi dent he is the 
best choice,” said Arroyo of 
her decision. 

The assemblywoman is 
heading up a group of about 
50 infl uential women in the 
Bronx who are throwing their 
support behind his candidacy, 
by forming ‘Women for Sala-
manca’. 

These women plan to boost 
Salamanca’s woman’s vote 
over the other nine candidates 

Salamanca’s Council race gathers $$, allies 
by going door to door to elicite 
support. 

Ryan Monell, the spokes-
person for the Salamanca 
campaign, said the idea for the 
group came through shared 
values and was a mutual idea 

between the campaign and the 
women who advocate for the 
candidate. 

“Arroyo has always been a 
supporter of Rafael...it was a 
joint effort and joint idea, we 
have a number of women who 
are excited, and want to see 
him elected,” said Monell.

Jacqueline Acevedo, a 
business woman active in the 
group said she got involved be-
cause Salamanca cares about 
women-owned businesses like 
her own. 

“I know fi rsthand what he 

has done so far, there’s a track 
record, and he puts the women 
platform ahead,” she said. 

Salamanca has already 
received the backing of the 
Bronx County Democratic 
Party and on January 26, he 
received the endorsement of 
the entire NYC council delega-
tion from the Bronx, includ-
ing council members Jimmy 
Vacca, Fernando Cabrera, and 
Ritchie Torres. 

Salamanca currently 
serves as district manager of 
Community Board 2. 

In the fi rst fi ling which 
covers all funds raised up un-
til January 11, Salamanca re-
ported raising $49,715.  

In addition the campaign 
raised $5,070 in small dona-
tions which qualify for the 
city’s Matching Funds Pro-
gram, leaving Salamanca 
with over 80 grand to launch 
his campaign - the largest 
warchest of any candidate. 

Amanda Septimo, the 
youngest candidate running, 
has raised $28,000, making 
her a serious candidate. 

A debate between all the 
candidates took place on 
Wednesday, January 27 at 5:30 

The leadership that Salamanca has 
already demonstrated as a community 

leader makes me confi dent he is the best 
choice.

Carmen Arroyo

p.m at Pregones Theater and 
was streamed live online at 
Bronxnet.com. 

The special election for 
Concilmanic District 17 will 
take place Tuesday, February 
23.  

The district includes Long-
wood, Hunts Point, Crotona 
Park, Concourse, Concourse 
Village, Melrose, Morrisania, 
Mott Haven, North Brother Is-
land, Parkchester, Port Mor-
ris, and Soundview.  

Rafael Salamanca has secured key endorsements for his District 17 City 
Council run. Courtesy of Rafael Salamanca
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C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

40 PCT.
Wednesday, January 20, 3:30 p.m. -- Po-

lice reported an assault on the northbound 5 IRT 
train near East 160th Street and Prospect Av-
enue. A 38-year-old man had been sitting on the 
train with his wife when a ‘person of interest’ 
and the victim’s wife had a verbal altercation. 
The person of interest then assaulted the victim 
and ran out of the train. 

Sunday, January 24,  4:08 p.m. -- The po-
lice responded to a 911 call of a woman stabbed 
at 383 E. 141st Street. Arriving officers found 
the victim, a 59-year-old woman, with numer-
ous lacerations to her body. The victim was pro-
nounced dead on arrival by EMS. 

43 PCT. 
Friday, January 15,  5:25 p.m. -- Accord-

ing to police, a hate crime occurred when two 
men assaulted a victim while making anti-Mus-
lim statements. 

The attack occurred in front of 1075 Pugs-
ley Avenue when the two young men knocked 
the victim to the ground and punched him in the 
face. 

The victim suffered a black eye and bruis-
ing to his face. 

48 PCT. 
Thursday, January 21, 8:30 p.m. -- Police 

responded to the report of a person shot inside 
of 4666 Park Avenue. 

When they arrived, they found a 37-year-
old man with gunshot wounds to his leg and 
torso.H

e was transported to St. Barnabas Hospital 
where he died the next day. 

On Wednesday, February 10, at 7:30 
p.m., Community Board 10 will conduct 
a Public Hearing with respect to the 
mayor’s Response to the Board’s Fiscal 
Year 2017 Budget Priorities.

The Public Hearing will take place 

CB 10 Notice of Public Hearing
at Community Board 10’s offi ce at 3165 
East Tremont Avenue, and will com-
mence at 7:30 p.m.

For further information call (718) 
892-1161.
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��Personal attention - meet with 
    your personal mentor on average, 
    16 times per semester*

��Affordable - one of the lowest 
    private tuitions in the country

��Distinguished faculty

��Maximum number of 
    credits accepted†

��Over 90 undergraduate and graduate 
    degree � certi�cate programs

��Flexible scheduling - days, nights, 
    weekends & online

TRANSFER DAY
  MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2016 � DOBBS FERRY, MANHATTAN & BRONX CAMPUSES

* The national average is just 3 times per semester. † Up to 75 credits from a two-year institution or up to 90 credits from a four-year institution. Most other colleges only accept up to 60 transfer credits.

APPLY TODAY!
1-877-MERCY-GO 

WWW.MERCY.EDU/BTTRANS
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Thanks for

helping troops

Misspent
monies

Dear editor,
A very special “Thank 

You” to the Bronx Times Re-
porter for their continued cov-
erage and support to all the 
American Legion posts and 
other organizations support-
ing our troops and veterans.

Personally, you helped me 
over the past 11 years to ‘get 
the word out’ for donations 
and items needed to send our 
troops packages.  And, to say 
thank you to everyone who has 
helped and donated. Again, I 
thank you.

I fi rst learned that Korony 
American Legion Post was 
dedicating their project Pack-
ages to the Troops in memory 
of my nephew Christian Engel-
drum in an article I the paper.  
I called to see if I could help. 
As they say, the rest is history.  
After receiving my fi rst note 
addressed “Dear Aunt Cathy” 
because I told them I lost my 
nephew and I was adopting all 
of them as my new nieces and 
nephews, I knew what my mis-
sion is.   My family has grown 

over these years and the best 
part is they want me to tell ev-
eryone who helps in any way 
that they appreciate every-
thing especially knowing they 
are not forgotten. 

None of us do this for our 
own attention or glory, but to 
help all our troops and veter-
ans.  Let us not forget that all 
these men and women signed 
up of their own free will.  

There is no way I could 
mention everyone’s name, but 
I think you all would like to 
know a few, so “Thank you to”: 
all the merchants who support 
Korony’s Bingo so we can raise 
the money for the postage of 
$15.90 a box; Churches: St. 
Benedict and First Lutheran 
Church of Throggs Neck; 
P.S. 304; Alexander Hamilton 
School in Elmsford NY; AARP 
chapter 5174; Country Club 
Civic Association; Pioneer 
EB8; Sisters Servants of Mary 
Auxiliary;  Mike Rahilly who 
takes all the boxes to the post 
offi ce; Senator Jeff Klein’s gen-
erous donation of $250 for post-
age and setting up his offi ce as 
a drop off point for items and 
donations - Dan in his offi ce 
was a big help and our very 

OPED: by Keith Rubenstein A shared vision for the south Bronx
For decades, the story of 

the south Bronx has been one 
of strength and resilience. 

Against all odds, residents 
of Mott Haven and Port Morris 
banded together to push for pos-
itive change that could bring 
jobs and justice to their neigh-
borhoods. It is an incredible 
story, but it is far from over.

At Somerset Partners, we 
want to be part of that transi-
tion. It is time to build on the 
foundation laid by local lead-
ers and help realize the long-
standing goals this commu-
nity has fought to achieve. 
Families in the south Bronx 
should not be fearful that their 
children will leave to seek op-
portunities elsewhere. Those 
opportunities should be avail-
able right here at home.

While we do have corpo-
rate objectives, our core val-
ues are not based on our bot-
tom line.  If that were our only 
motivation, we know we would 
fail. In everything we do in the 
south Bronx, the community 
must succeed as well. 

That is our part in this 
It starts with an inclusive 
process. We are committed 
to engaging in an open dia-

logue and incorporating the 
voices and vision of local resi-
dents, community groups and 
elected offi cials. That engage-
ment has already begun, and 
we look forward to continu-
ing the discussion and receiv-
ing feedback to help shape our 
work. 

As we build that dialogue, 
it is vital to acknowledge how 
our interests align with those 
of the community. That is why 
we are identifying key areas 
in which we can provide re-
sources to help turn longtime 
advocacy into tangible, posi-
tive change.

As South Bronx Unite and 
other advocates have stated, 
this community still struggles 
with one of the city’s highest 
unemployment rates. We in-
tend to be part of the solution 
to that problem. We are com-
mitted to local hiring and job 
training through our con-
struction work and forthcom-
ing retail tenants, which will 
create a path to the middle-
class for thousands of hard-
working residents who have 
not received equal opportuni-
ties in the past.

We also recognize the long-

standing lack of health equity 
and environmental justice 
in the south Bronx. We want 
to begin tackling these prob-
lems by creating new green 
space and a public esplanade 
along the waterfront, while 
also working with advocates 
on smart planning principles 
that help to reduce the com-
munity’s high rate of asthma. 
We can make those broader 
changes with a collaborative 
effort that serves all of our in-
terests.

Another key issue raised 
by local advocates has been 
a focus on empowering local 
artists, rather than silenc-
ing them. We could not agree 
more. We will be working 
with local artists and arts col-
lectives on programming that 
gives them a real voice and re-
fl ects their ideas. These artists 
play a vital role in sustaining 
the unique culture and heri-
tage of the south Bronx, and 
with their assistance we in-
tend to create a cultural haven 
that will benefi t the commu-
nity for generations to come.

Development does not take 
place overnight — and nei-
ther will these efforts. They 

will take time, hard work, and 
close collaboration between 
our team and the local resi-
dents who have already com-
mitted so much of themselves 
to improving the south Bronx.

     We understand that new 
changes bring new questions, 
and we want to hear them and 
provide answers. That is part 
of our responsibility, and we 
respect this community too 
much to ever back away from 
it.

The fact is, every step we 
take here is just another page 
in the story of the south Bronx. 
We can’t write it ourselves, be-
cause it didn’t start with us. It 
started with the resilience of 
those who put down roots and 
stayed, and who have strug-
gled to build a vibrant and en-
riching community for their 
families.

We want to work with the 
community to build on that 
foundation and be a part of the 
effort to move the south Bronx 
forward in a positive way. We 
look forward to speaking with 
and working with anyone who 
shares those goals.

Rubenstein is a founder of 
Somerset Partners.

generous community.
To all veterans, thank you 

for your service and remem-
ber you are still part of a team, 
join Korony American Legion 
Post if you don’t already be-
long to a post. You have so 
much to offer. 

Love and prayers,
Aunt Cathy (Praino) 

Dear editor,
Governor Cuomo’s recent 

announcement in support of 
a $5 million dollar study to 
look at the feasibility of con-
structing a tunnel from Long 
Island to either the Bronx, 
Westchester or Connecticut 
is nothing new.  It has been 
considered for decades but 
deemed unfeasible.  The costs 
for property condemnation 
at either end could displace 
thousands of residents and 
businesses.  By the time all 
the court cases would be re-
solved, it could take years and 
cost who knows how many bil-
lions.  Add the costs for con-
struction of any tunnel which 

would be billions. more.  
Proposed construction of a 

new Cross Island Sound Tun-
nel has been previously stud-
ied on numerous occasions by 
various planning and trans-
portation agencies going back 
decades.

Every year, millions of dol-
lars are spent for planning 
studies to research the poten-
tial for new transportation 
capital investments and sys-
tem expansion.

Has anyone ever taken 
a complete inventory of all 
these studies?  Have they 
checked out the recommenda-
tions, estimated project costs, 
time line for implementation 
and identifi cation of potential 
funding sources for going for-
ward? Who checks to see that 
one study is not just a duplica-
tion of a previous study for the 
same issue?

The real problem is fi nding 
money to make things happen. 
All too often funding for many 
studies would have been bet-
ter spent on real capital and 
operating service improve-
ments instead of just lining 
the pockets of consultants. 

Larry Penner
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Acting as a for profi t organization.  Crematory fee is not included, 
death certifi cates and disposition permits not included in service fee.

718-339-0700
STONEYCREEKCREMATION.COM

For those wishing to preplan their fi nal contribution 
to society, if paid in full today we will include the cost 

of the crematory.

($995 Society’s Service Fee)
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THE
 Greek American INSTITUTE

A MULTI-CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT

OVER 100 YEARS OF EDUCATIONAL AND ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

IN A NURTURING PRIVATE SCHOOL SETTING

Welcomes all to our

Thursday, February 4, 2016 
5:00p.m. – 6:00p.m.

3573 Bruckner Blvd., Bronx, New York  10461
718-823-2393

Pre-K For All is available for students born in 2012.
Our program runs a full day from 8:00a.m. to 2:20p.m.

THE Greek American INSTITUTE

Pre-K For All
OPEN HOUSE

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The redesign of a major 

transit and commercial hub 
in the Bronx will soon take 
place.

On Wednesday, January 
20, NYC Department of Trans-
portation commissioner Polly 
Trottenberg, Federal Tran-
sit Administration admin-
istrator Therese McMillan 
and NYC Department of De-
sign and Construction com-
missioner Dr. Feniosky Pena-
Mora, among others, hosted 
the unveiling of a newly de-
signed Fordham Plaza, which 
will result in the reconstruc-
tion of one of the borough’s 
busiest transit and commer-
cial areas.

The reconstructed hub, a 
$34 million project, will in-
clude changes such as short-
ened pedestrian crosswalks 
and new direct crossings to 
deter and reduce jaywalking 
and will play an important 
role in reducing traffi c-related 
deaths and injuries for passen-
gers and pedestrians - the pri-
mary goal of the Vision Zero 
project.  

Fordham Plaza, located at 
the intersection of the Bx12 

Redesign of new Fordham Plaza unveiled
and Bx41 bus lines, among 
other local and regional bus 
routes, Fordham Universi-
ty’s Rose Hill Campus and 
Roosevelt Educational Cam-
pus as well as Fordham’s 
Metro North station, is trav-
eled by 80,000 pedestrians on 
a daily basis, including 6,800 
elementary and high school 
students.

The most impactful change 
in the project, aside from its 
safety enhancements, might 
be the 25 percent expansion 
in pedestrian space for farm-
er’s markets, food concession 
stands, cultural activities and 
movie nights - which will only 
add to the hub’s excitement.

“The reconstruction of 
Fordham Plaza is a trans-
formative reconfi guration of 
a major public space in the 
heart of the Bronx and the 
Fordham Road Shopping Dis-
trict,” said Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr. “The new de-
sign brings together an im-
proved venue for pedestrians 
and public transit services, 
including shoppers, students 
and commuters. 

“This new plaza will result 
in better articulation of bus 

routes and vehicular activ-
ity as well as a more effi cient, 
safer, and a more beautiful 
public venue for the commu-
nity,” he said.

“The completion of this 
project is vital to the future of 
the Bronx,” said Congressman 
Jose E. Serrano, who advo-
cated for a $10 million federal 
grant by TIGER, a discretion-
ary grant program adminis-

tered by the US Department of 
Transportation to fund proj-
ect with innovation around 
the county. “It makes one of 
our borough’s economic hubs 
safer, improves transit ser-
vices, and ensures a vibrant 
public space for all. This is a 
great example of how federal 
funding can prioritize and fa-
cilitate economic development 
in the Bronx.”

“This is a exciting and hap-
pening area (Fordham Plaza) - 
an area that will become even 
more vibrant as a result of this 
upcoming project,” said Dan-
iel Bernstein, deputy director 
of the Fordham Road Business 
Improvement District. “It’s a 
good proposal for bettering a 
great neighborhood - one that 
sees so much activity on a 
daily basis.”

An airiel view from the north of the newly reconstructioned and redesigned Fordham Plaza, which will result in 
a 25 percent expansion in pedestrian space. Photo courtesy of NYC DOT
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Together, We Can

ArchCare Advantage HMO SNP is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in ArchCare Advantage depends on 
contract renewal. This plan is available to anyone with Medicare who meets the Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) level of care.  This information 
is available for free in other languages. Please call our customer service number at 800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, Sunday-Saturday, 
8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  Esta información está disponible gratis en otros idiomas. Por favor llame a nuestro número de servicio al cliente al 
800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, de domingo a sábado, de 8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premi-
um. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, copayments, and restric-
tions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year.  Star ratings are based on 
five stars. Star ratings are assessed each year and may change from one year to the next.
* Maximum of $50 per month. Unused amounts do not carry over.

Together, we can keep
you healthy and enjoying life

With ArchCare Advantage HMO Special Needs Plan you get 
all the benefits of Medicare plus valuable extra features at No Additional Cost 
beyond your usual Medicare premiums.

$600 a year to spend on OTC health items* 
Doctor visits with little or no co-pay
Full prescription drug coverage 
Preventive care to keep you out of the hospital 
Your own personal care manager

Health Plans and Nursing Home Alternatives | Home Care | Skilled Nursing Care
Rehabilitation | Assisted Living | Specialized Care | Palliative Care | Hospice

We’re here to help.
800-373-3177 
TTY/TDD: 800-662-1220  
8 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
seven days a week
www.archcareadvantage.org 

H1777_Print_2016_Accepted

�����������������
ArchCare Advantage has received an
overall rating of 4 STARS (Above Average)
from Medicare.
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3201 Philip Avenue, Bronx, NY MON–THUR: 5PM–10PM | FRI–SUN: 12PM–10PM
Please Be Patient...Food Is Made Fresh To Order!

DELIVERY 
HOURS

BEAT THE RUSH....PICK UP YOUR WINGS EARLY...

Watch The Big
Game at Brady’s!

NOW TAKING ORDERS 
 LET US COOK FOR YOUR SUPER BOWL PARTY

STARTING AT 12PM ON SUBER BOWL SUNDAY....      CALL FOR DETAILS ON HOW TO HAVE YOUR                 HOT WINGS PIPPING HOT BY GAME TIME!...

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Police arrested and charged 

two teens last week in connec-
tion to a heinous anti-Muslim 
hate crime.

According to a NYPD 
spokesman, two male teens, 
ages 14 and 15, were arrested 
on Friday, January 22 and 
charged with assaulting Ben-
gali Mujibur Rahman on Fri-
day, January 15 while alleg-
edly yelling slurs at him.

Assemblyman Luis Sep-
ulveda explained that the 14-
year old suspect had expressed 
remorse to his mother for his 
involvement in the crime and 
turned himself into the 43rd 
Precinct.

The assemblyman added 
the teen, who was released 
to his mother, implicated his 
partner who was arrested and 
remains in custody. 

Police said, the 14-year old 
faces charges of assault in the 
3rd degree as a hate crime and 
harassment while his accom-
plice is charged with assault 
in the 3rd degree, reckless en-
dangerment in the 2nd degree, 
aggravated harassment in the 
2nd degree and harassment in 
the 1st degree as a hate crime.

Parkchester hate crime suspects cuffed
As previously reported, 

Rahman, a 43-year old 
Parkchester resident, was the 
victim of an anti-Muslim as-
sault on Friday, January 15 at 
5:25 p.m. after picking up his 
nine-year old niece from P.S. 
119’s after school program.

Ambushed from behind at 
1075 Pugsley Avenue, Rahman 
who was dressed in traditional 
Muslim garb, was punched in 
the back of the head by one 
of the suspects before being 
knocked to the ground and 
punched in the face.

The teens reportedly 
shouted ‘ISIS’ while pummel-
ling Rahman as his horrifi ed 
niece, who was unharmed in 
the surprise attack, watched.

His assailants fl ed the 
scene leaving Rahman with a 
black eye, bruising to his face 
and a bruised rib before pass-
ing out.

The Bangladesh-born Rah-
man was rushed by EMS to 
Jacobi Medical Center where 
he was hospitalized overnight 
and released the next morn-
ing.

The juveniles’ attack was 
labeled by police a hate crime 
and is being investigated by 

the NYPD’s Hate Crime Task 
Force.

Following the arrests, As-
semblyman Sepulveda has 
called for both “healing and 
praying for these two kids.”

“I hope that their parents 
impress upon them the seri-
ousness of what they did and 
that they demonstrate re-
morse,” said the assembly-
man. “Let’s continue to sup-
port the victim and show the 
world that our community 
will not allow religious intol-
erance.”

Rahman is relieved his 
attackers were caught and 
wishes them the best and har-
bors no ill will.

On Tuesday, January 19, 
Rahman and Sepulveda joined 
local elected offi cials and com-
munity leaders at a rally held 
at the attack site to condemn 
the hate crime and recognized 
the NYPD’s quick response.

In attendance at last week’s 
rally, Mohammed Mujumder, 
Community Board 9 fi rst vice 
chairman and CB 9 Land and 
Zoning chairman, expressed 
the community’s response to 
the arrests. 

“The community is very 

happy following these ar-
rests,” said Mujumder, add-
ing. “We are very thankful to 
the 43rd Precinct, the NYPD 
Hate Crime Task Force, our 
local elected offi cials and our 
community members for do-
ing a wonderful job in bring-
ing an end to this case.”

In light of recent events, 
Mujumder said a Sunday, 
January 31 at 2 p.m. town hall 
meeting discussing this anti-
Muslim hate crime will be 
held at Al-Imani Masjid and 
Community Center located at 
2006 Westchester Avenue. 

Police arrested two teens last Friday, January 22 in with connection a 
Friday, January 15 anti-Muslim hate crime in Parkchester. 
 Photo courtesy of the NYPD
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    PreK for All Available 
         Enroll Today for PreK-8th grade. If you can not make it for Open House, Call for Daily Tours. 

                                        Accredited by the AdvancED Accredited/NCA 

  St. Lucy’s School  
                           830 Mace Ave. Bronx, NY 10467 (718)-882-2203  

OPEN HOUSE 
Grades PreK-8 

Tuesday, February 2nd 
   9am to 11am and 7pm to 8pm 

�� FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN    

�� FREE EARLY MORNING DROP OFF 

�� FULL TIME REGISTERED NURSE 

�� AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM UNTIL 6PM 

�� SUMMER ENRICHMENT 

�� SMART BOARD 

�� COMMUNITY SERVICE 

�� DRAMA CLUB 

�� HOT BREAKFAST/LUNCH PROGRAM 

�� STATE-OF-ART COMPUTER LAB 

�� WIRELESS TABLETS FOR ACADEMICS 

�� ART, MUSIC, SCHOOL BAND, CHOIR 

�� FULL TIME PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

�� TEAM SPORTS/TOURNAMENTS 

�� HOMEWORK/MATH CLUB 

�� OUR GRADUATES ACCEPTED TO FINEST NY HIGH 
SCHOOLS 

�� PARENT ONLINE ACCESS TO CHILD’S GRADES 

�� TACHS PREP PROGRAM 

�� SUMMER SCHOOL 

�� STUDENT COUNCIL 

�� NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY 

�� PEER TUTORING 

�� SCARAMENTAL PREPARATION 

�� SPIRTUAL/CULTURAL CELEBRATIONS 
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www.crosbypetcenter.net

We Have a Full Line of Pet Supplies 
and the Finest Quality Pet Foods!

WE HAVE THE LOWEST PRICES AROUND

WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY

And FREE Teeth
Cleaning A $20 Value

GROOMING SPECIAL!

$10 OFF
Coupon Offers Cannot Be Combined

FULL LINE OF DOG 
& CAT TREATS!

LEASHES & COLLARS
DOG BEDS

SWEATERS & COATS

CROSBY PET CENTER

$5.00 OFF
ANY FULL PET GROOMING

CROSBY PET CENTER

10% OFF
ANY STORE PURCHASE

EXCLUDING PET FOOD

CROSBY PET CENTER

$200 OFF
ANY PUPPY PURCHASE

PLUS $100 IN PUPPY SUPPLIES

PUPPIES • KITTENS • REPTILES • TROPICAL FISH • BIRDS • SMALL ANIMALS

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Verizon has refused to 

bring FiOS into Co-op City, 
and the north Bronx resudebts 
are restless. A recent poll con-
ducted by the Communication 
Workers of America claims 
that 72 percent of Co-op City 
residents want the choice of 
Verizon FiOS so they can ac-
cess high speed Internet, yet 
their calls are going ignored.

On Friday, January 22, 
residents rallied at the corner 
of Baychester Avenue and Al-
drich Street along with Sena-
tor Ruth-Hassell-Thompson, 
Assemblymen Michael Bene-
detto, Councilman Andy King, 
and CWA union members to 
demand that Verizon start lis-
tening and install FiOS in the 
community of over 50.000 resi-
dents.

While Co-op City is cer-
tainly not the only location 
being ignored by Verizon it’s 
a perfect example of a resi-
dential area that could benefi t 
from the service but is being 
overlooked by the company, 
the union claims. 

“By denying Co-op City 
FiOs, Verizon is effectively 

Co-op City residents demand FiOS 

red-lining residents of 21st 
century infastructure and 
everything that comes along 
with that,” said Pete Sikora, 
Communications Workers of 
America.

“It’s incredibly important 
for economic development, if 
you don’t have access to high 
speed Internet your out of luck 
with job searches, homework, 
basic entertainment and com-
munication,” he said. 

At this point residents 
can access Internet service 

through Cablevision, but the 
lack of FiO’s high speed Inter-
net leaves people at the mercy 
of a cable monopoly, the CWA 
contends. 

Other Internet options can 
only push through a certain 
amount of bandwidth but FiOs 
can push an unlimited amount 
making it much faster, it is al-
leged. 

Daryl Johnson, who is on 
the Co-op City Board of Direc-
tors says he regularly receives 
calls from residents request-
ing FiOS servie. 

“It’s been going on for 
a number of years,” said 
Thompson, “And if [Co-op 
City] residents want it I think 
they should be able to get it le-
gally.” 

FiOS advertises its network 
is unique in that it works with 
a fi ber optic cable versus wire, 
and that’s what makes it fast - 
but it also makes the service 
expensive to install and build. 

However, this point be-
comes mute after reading Ve-
rizon’s lastest report showing 
the company’s staggeringly 
profi table last quarter with 
$5.5 billion in profi t.

Ray Morales, a  Co-op City 
resident, says he wants FiOs 
because he wants competi-
tion for his dollar. “I have no 
choice,” said Morale, “They 
can charge you and treat you 
however they want when they 
know you have no choice.” 

Cablevision has a service 
agreement with Co-op City, 
but its board said it does not 
exclude other providers from 
offering competing services to 
its residents.

New York State offers a 
$500 million New York Broad-
band fund, offering subsidies 

to companies who will build 
high speed Internet service in 
areas that are rural or under-
served. 

 Verizon has an agreement 
with NYC - they can use city 
streets for FiOS, but in return 
the company must make the 
service available to every NYC 
resident - obviously including 
those in Co-op City.

A citywide audit released 
by the De Blasio administra-
tion in June 2015 found that 
Verizon failed to meet their ob-
ligations to deliver fi ber optic 
technology to all New Yorkers.

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto 
(r) with picketing organizer Art 
Geld. Silvio J. Pacifi co

Keith Purce, president of Local 1101, speaks at the rally. 
 Silvio J. Pacifi co
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ST. CLARE OF ASSISI SCHOOL 
1911 HONE AVENUE 
BRONX, NEW YORK 

718-892-4080 
STCLAREOFASSISISCHOOL.ORG 

�OPEN HOUSE 
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Come and explore all that Cathedral 
has to offer you! 

Specialized Programs in the field of Medicine, Law and a
 Business Academy.

TEM Curriculum featuring Robotics and Coding.
10 AP Courses and 4 languages offered.
Sports include Volleyball, Soccer, Lacrosse, Basketball,
Cheerleading, Softball and Track.
Over 35 clubs and extracurricular activities.

Call to schedule a tour and/or Buddy Day!
�

   

 
   

�

�

Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges & Schools 

Celebrating 110 Years of Empowering Young Women through Education 

50 East 56th Street, New York, NY  10022 
(212) 688-1545 ~ www.cathedralhs.org 

Expires 4/15/2014

There’s always something to pay for.
Don’t lose out on your maximum refund.

Let us help get what you deserve.

At Bronx Tax Man, we will work hard to 
maximize your Tax Refunds

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Community leaders are in-

vestigating a local slaughter-
house following new allega-
tions.

Located at 603-605 Morris 
Park Avenue, Vivero Macca 
Live Poultry, a live market lo-
cated in Van Nest, has raised 
concerns among some mem-
bers of the community.

Robert Gerola, who lives 
next door to the market, al-
leges slaughterhouse workers 
can be seen every morning 
washing chicken cages on the 
curb, allowing blood, hay, fe-
ces and feathers to be washed 
into the street’s sewers; in-
stalled two exhaust fans on 
the live market’s roof which 
sends out a foul odor; has ex-
posed propane tanks sitting 
on its roof and vehicles double 
parked in front of the store all 
day.

A Wednesday, January 
27 visit to Vivero Macca Live 
Poultry workers were ob-
served unloading pallets from 
a truck and hosing the side-
walk clean. 

Omar Thabat, the owner, 
stated his workers rinse out 

VN slaughterhouse causes a stink
the poultry cages inside the 
market before they are taken 
outside.

Thabat insists that he and 
his workers labor seven days a 
week to keep their live market 
clean and haven’t failed an in-
spection since 2014.

He added his establish-
ment is inspected every three 
months by the NYS Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Mar-
kets as well as the United 
States Department of Agricul-
ture and has passed every in-
spection since then.  

“We’re a live market offer-
ing organic food and a lot of 
the Muslim, African and Ca-
ribbean communities here in 
the neighborhood want this 
store,” he said.

Vivero Macca Live Poultry 
provides the Bronx with fresh 
chicken, lamb and goat, he ex-
plained.

“Last year, my offi ce was 
contacted by community 
members concerned about 
an odor emanating from the 
Vivero Macca Live Poultry 
in Morris Park Avenue,” said 
Senator Gustavo Rivera. “Af-
ter making our inquires to the 

state and federal agencies that 
directly oversee and regulate 
this type of business, we were 
informed that the allegations 
against Vivero Macca were 
unfounded.”

“Recently, we have been 
contacted with a series of new 
allegations against the slaugh-
terhouse and we are working 
diligently to try to fi nd a fair 
resolution for both the com-

munity and the small busi-
ness,” the senator added.

Jeremy Warneke, Commu-
nity Board 11 district man-
ager said he and members of 
Rivera’s offi ce will meet with 
Vivero Macca Live Poultry on 
Friday, January 29 to discuss 
these allegations.

Gerola provided photo-
graphs to CB 11 of exposed 
propane tanks located on top 

of the market’s roof.
According to Warneke, 

CB 11 contacted the FDNY 
about the propane tanks 
and was informed that these 
tanks should be stored in-
side a rooftop cage pictured 
next to them in Gerola’s pho-
tograph. 

Should the tanks not be 
properly stored, a violation 
can be issued, Warneke said. 

“In my opinion, having a 
slaughterhouse on the main 
business corridor where thou-
sands of people pass each day, 
going to and from the East 
180th train station is disturb-
ing to me personally,” said 
Bernadette Ferrara, Van Nest 
Neighborhood Association 
president. 

“As a long time resident of 
Van Nest, my statement comes 
from wanting to raise the bar 
on quality of life issues. The 
concept of a slaughterhouse 
just doesn’t fi t in to a residen-
tial neighborhood.”

Ferrara said she worked 
with CB 11’s John Fratta on 
possibly relocating the slaugh-
terhouse to an industrial area, 
but it never panned out.

Propane tanks were seen sitting on top of Vivero Macca Live Poultry’s 
roof. Photo courtesy of Robert Gerola
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HOLY ROSARY SCHOOL OFFERS
Dedicated and certfi ed staff commited to Catholic Education for Pre-K 3 and 4 year olds 
through grade 8
Traditional academic program balanced with a caring and nurturing environment
Continued tradition of success on the NYS ELA and Math exams
Curriculum based on NYS Common Core Standards
Programs : Music, PE, Art, Library, Foreign Language, Technology, chess, cheer/dance
Smartboard technology inetegrated at every grade level
Early drop off and after-school programs availabe; yellow bus service; hot breakfast/lunch 
After school sports/activities offered; music and instrument lessons offerered

Come and see all of the wonderful things at 
Holy Rosary School!

Now Offering FREE Full Day Pre-K for All

VISIT US DURING OUR 

OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday February 3rd 9am-1pm
   Thursday February 4th 5pm-7pm

Holy Rosary School
“Faith In Every Student”

www.holyrosaryschoolbronx.org
“Daily Tours Available” Call 718.652.1838 for details
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Our Lady of Assumption School
Blue Ribbon School
Nationally Recognized School of Excellence

Pre-K 3 and UPK Programs Available

Grades K-8

We Honor Our Patroness, Our Lady of  Assumption, the Queen of  Wisdom, and Through Whom All Graces Flow.

Come and See what OLA has to offer!

Early Childhood Open House 
January 12 (9:00-10:30 A.M.; 6:00 - 7:30 P.M.)

Parish Open House 
January 31 (1:15 - 2:45 P.M.)

General Open House 
February 2 (9:00-10:30 A.M.)

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Delivery scooters are be-

coming part of the streetscape 
of the borough, but they may 
not be legal.  

Concerns are growing 
among community leaders 
and city offi cials regarding 
scooters that are increasingly 
being used for making restau-
rant deliveries and for inex-
pensive travel. 

Throggs Neck community 
activist John Marano said 
he is alarmed by the many 
scooter operators he has ob-
served, some of whom he said 
are violating traffi c laws by 
driving the wrong way on 
one way streets and blowing 
through stop signs. 

“They are driving errati-
cally,” he said. “They are go-
ing the wrong way on one way 
streets, they are driving on 
the sidewalks and they are go-
ing through red lights.” 

The former police offi cer 
said that many of the scooters 
are hard to see at night or in 
low visibility conditions, like 
rain and fog, because they 
lack brake lights. 

He said that he nearly had 

Delivery scooters are a growing concern
a collision with a scooter op-
erator during a rainstorm be-
cause it was barely visible. 

Liability issues abound for 
drivers who get into accidents 
with scooters and motorized 
bicycles, because they are not 
registered or insured and do 
not have motor vehicle tags, 
he warned.

“They need to be stopped 
and summonsed,” he said. 

According to State Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicle mo-
torized scooters, mini-bikes, 
off-road motorcycles, and mo-
tor-assisted bicycles cannot be 
operated on any street or high-
way in New York State. The 
operators may be arrested if 
they do. 

In the past couple of years, 
the 45th Precinct engaged in 
an operation in which they 
confi scated scooters being op-
erated on local streets, said 
Robert Barbarelli, a member 
of the East Bronx Traffi c Co-
alition. 

Elsewhere in the borough, 
in the Castle Hill, Parkchester 
and Soundview communities 
that comprise Community 
Board 9, they are also an is-

sue. 
In an e-mail, William Ri-

vera, CB 9 district manager, 
stated that that board had 
received several complaints 
about motorized bicycles and 
scooters.

“We communicate with 
business owners to maintain 
safety,” he stated. 

“I do think the city (govern-

ment) should reform and regu-
late this matter to increase 
safety,” stated Rivera. “Some 
of these motorized bikes do 
not follow traffi c laws.” 

Restaurants making deliv-
eries, said Kenneth Kearns, 
Community Board 10 district 
manager, primarily operate 
the motorized bicycles and 
scooters. 

He said he has not heard 
of any recent crackdown on 
them in the borough, but he 
has heard of operations to 
combat them recently in Man-
hattan. 

When asked about scoot-
ers, Community Board 12’s 
district manager George Tor-
res said, “They are sort of a 
concern.” 

Some feel that greater regulation is needed for the delivery motor scooters traversing city streets. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JAN. 29-FEB. 4, 2016 23  BTR

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER SCHOOL 

“A School You Can Believe In” 

 

 

OPEN HOUSE / REGISTRATION 

Sunday, January 31
st
 12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

St. Francis Xavier School Offers: 
A dedicated, highly motivated faculty 

 
Academic Excellence   Spiritual Development Competitive NYS test scores 
Smartboards in every classroom Small class size  Sports Program (girls and boys) 
Safe and nurturing environment Grades K-8   Breakfast and Afterschool programs 
 

Special Subject Areas: 
   Physical Education – skills and sportsmanship 
   Art – fundamentals of art expression 
   Computer – taught as a learning tool to enhance and enrich the curriculum 
   Music – appreciation and application 

 

                  FREE full-day, high-quality Universal Pre-K 

Open to families that reside in NYC with children turning 4 by December 31st 
Our highly trained, dedicated teachers have created safe and structured classrooms with 

joyful enriching lessons for our pre-K students. 
Call or email for further information:  718-863-0531 ext. 4 � sfxupk@gmail.com   

 
St. Francis Xavier School � 1711 Haight Avenue � Bronx, New York 10461 

Website:  www.SFXschool.net 

 
If you are unable to attend, please call 718-863-0531 to schedule an appointment at your convenience. 
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GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 
To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 
Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 
Offer. Exp. 01/31/2016

Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena LoCicero
Funeral Director

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A charter school on Pel-

ham Parkway now has speed 
bumps to increase traffi c 
safety.

Icahn Charter Schools, lo-
cated at 1500 Pelham Park-
way South and consisting of 
Icahn Charter schools 3, 4 
an 5, was recently the recipi-
ent of three speed bumps on 
the Pelham Parkway South 
service road between East-
chester Road and Stillwell 
Avenue.

The NYC Department of 
Transportation installed the 
speed bumps in mid-Novem-
ber, according to a  spokes-
person.

The speed bumps, which 
were requested by Council-
man James Vacca and ad-
vocated for by Community 
Board 11 district manager 
Jeremy Warneke as early as 
2014 after the school reached 
out to them, were installed to 
reduce the speed of traffi c on 
the service road.

 Drivers often confuse the 
speed limit of Pelham Park-
way’s main road (35 miles per 
hour) for the service road.

Along with the speed 

Icahn Charter Schools gets speed bumps

bumps, the stretch between 
Eastchester Road and Still-
well Avenue has ‘15 MPH - 
Speed Bump’ signs posted to 
alert drivers of the need to 
slow down.

“Children’s safety, espe-
cially at school locations, is 
among the biggest concerns 
and priorities in our com-
munity - and the implemen-
tation of these speed bumps 

has produced very success-
ful results,” said Vacca, “If 
the speed bumps hadn’t been 
installed, drivers would still 
speed past the school - so it’s 
good that we know have the 

tools to slow these drivers 
down.”

Vacca added that the speed 
bumps were not installed in 
any MTA bus lanes.

“I am very glad, actually 
thrilled, that these speed 
bumps were installed, be-
cause in the past, motorists 
would fl y and cruise past 
this school at 40 MPH,” said 
Jeff Litt, superintendent for 
Icahn Charter Schools, who 
says that he intends to paint 
the speed bumps to generate 
more awareness if he gets ap-
proval from the city. 

“It was an accident wait-
ing to happen and somebody 
was going to get hurt sooner 
or later, so it’s very positive 
that this situation was ad-
dressed and taken care of.”

“James (Vacca) is a fi x-
ture in the community - and 
I want to thank him, as well 
as Jeremy (Warneke) for be-
ing there for us (Icahn Char-
ter Schools) during this pro-
cess and making sure these 
speed bumps were installed, 
and it has helped improve the 
safety of our residents, espe-
cially children and elders, 
signifi cantly.”

One of the three installed speed bumps located in front of Icahn Charter Schools between Eastchester Road 
and Stillwell Avenue. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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BY MADELINE ANTHONY
The artwork of six little 

Bronxites grace this year’s 
2016 Police Athletic League 
Calendar.

The children being fea-
tured participated in the PAL 
summer day camp program, 
which aims to stimulate learn-
ing and foster creative think-
ing. 

Each camp has its own cur-
riculum focusing on specifi c 
topics such as a culture or his-
torical subject. 

This year, youngsters from 
PAL’s Webster-Giannone Cen-
ter on Webster Avenue and 
PAL’s P.S. 47 Center on East 
172nd Street focused on fa-
mous landmarks from all over 
the world and the cultures 
that go with them. 

Kids then created perfor-
mances and artwork based on 
what they learned.

This year’s calendar show-
cases the artistic talent of just 
a small sample of the 3,000 chil-
dren who participated in PAL 
summer programs through-
out the city. 

It kicks off the year with 
the work of fi fth grader Fanny 
Jimenezs who depicted Christ 

Young Bronxites’ artworks on PAL calendar

the Redeemer, an art deco 
statue located in Rio de Ja-
neiro. 

March showcases fi fth 
grader Ashley Cabrera’s por-
trayal of the Coliseum in 
Rome, Italy.  

Ashley Severino, a sixth 
grader, created a drawing of 
the Sagrada Familia in Bar-

celona, and Evelin Corea, a 
second grader, created a de-
piction of Moai , a group of hu-
man fi gures fi rst carved by 
the Rapa Nui people on a Chil-
ean island. 

Fifth grader Rihanna Con-
treras drew our very own 
Statue of Liberty, and fi nally, 
second grader Janiah Thomp-

son concludes the 2016 cal-
endar with her picture of St. 
Basil’s Cathedral, an famous 
church in Moscow. 

“We have a very strong 
presence in the Bronx,” said 
PAL executive director Fred-
erick Watts, who was born 
in Edenwald and grew up in 
the north Bronx. “We try to 

give kids that may not have 
access to these types of en-
richment programs an even 
playing fi eld and I feel pretty 
strongly that we provide what 
anyone would want for their 
child regardless of economic 
resources,” he said.  

The Police Athletic League 
was formed over 100 years ago 
when Police Commissioner Ar-
thur Woods and Captain John 
Sweeney came up with the 
idea that if cops helped kids at 
a young age it could work as a 
type of prevention service so 
law enforcement would have 
better relationships with youth 
as the years went on.

“When I go to a ‘Cops and 
Kids’ event I see kids inter-
acting with the police, play-
ing ball, having lunch, and if 
I compare that to the experi-
ence of an average person in 
the Bronx, they do not have 
that…it’s a positive relation-
ship. It’s hard to do, but we 
break through in small ways,” 
said Watts.

PAL provides fun and ed-
ucational services to 35,000 
children each year. It is the 
largest independent nonprofi t 
youth organization the city. 

Six children from the Bronx created artwork for this year’s Police Athletic League Calendar 
 Photo Courtesy of The Police Athletic League

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A new organization is pre-

senting local independent art-
ists with an opportunity to get 
their brands and products out 
into the public eye.

On Saturday, February 27, 
New Bronx City, Inc., along 
with Essentials 608 Events, 
will be hosting a hip hop ex-
pose at Essentials 608’s loca-
tion, 608 Fordham Road.

The event will provide in-
dependent artists in the Bronx 
with the opportunity and a 
platform to promote their 
brands and introduce their 
new products and services to 
an audience - in the ‘Birth-
place of Hip Hop’, of course.

The expo will include the 
showcasing of nearly 100 busi-
nesses, along with exhibits, 
educational seminars, net-
working, sales by independent 
artists, from rappers and sing-
ers to video producers and 
fi lmmakers. 

There will also be live 
performances and keynote 
speeches by notable artists 
and actors, including Havoc 
from hip hop duo Mobb Deep 
and Hasaan Johnson from 

Hip hop expo offers platform for artists
The Wire, along with other 
speakers who will discuss the 
entertainment and business 
law industry. 

The educational seminars 
will highlight the impact that 
social media can have on an 
independent business. 

New Bronx City’s overall 
goal in holding this expo is to 
provide a forum for exchang-
ing education, information, 
inspiration and services re-
garding the music and fi lm in-
dustries, teaching these inde-
pendent artists how to present 
their brands and products on 
the right stage for the appro-
priate and proper audiences, 
while helping these individu-
als achieve success and drive 
towards economic growth and 
opportunities from motiva-
tional training.

The hip hop expo has been 
organized and powered by co-
founder of New Bronx City 
Mysonne Linen, a hip hop 
artists and activist who was 
signed to Def Jam Records in 
1998 and collaborated with 
successful hip hop artists 
such as DMX, the LOX, Busta 
Rhymes, N.O.R.E. and Mobb 

Deep, among others. 
Linen, however, never re-

leased an album under Def Jam 
Records due to being wrong-
fully jailed for two crimes he 
did not commit - which re-
sulted in him being incarcer-
ated for seven years before he 
was released in 2006.

In 2015, Linen, along with 
co-founder and creative di-
rector for Jennifer Alvarez, 
started New Bronx City, Inc., 
hoping to help independent 
artists who aren’t fortunate 
enough to have an opportu-
nity to work with established 
artists, as Linen did.

“This event is being held to 
help independent but talented 
artists with their careers while 
teaching them how to utilize 
their skills and market their 
products,” said Linen, who was 
mentored by DMX and late Def 
Jam CEO Chris Lighty. 

“However, talent is only 
a part of the journey on the 
road to success - artists also 
need to have enormous drive 
and they need to be hungry to 
succeed. Most of it is all about 
drive, hustle and motivation,” 
he said.

“This expo is for anybody 
who has a dream and has the 
drive to be successful,” said 
Alvarez. “There are many 
businesses and companies in 
the Bronx that have products 
that need to be seen - such as 
music, fi lms or apparel, and 

the expo is intended to give 
them the chance to put their 
products out there and sell 
them to the right audience.”

New Bronx City, Inc. will 
be relaunching their website, 
www.newbronxcity.com, on 
the day of the expo.

Linen co-founded New Bronx City, Inc. along with co-founder and creative 
director Jennifer Alvarez, help independent artists promote their brands 
and products. Photo courtesy of New Bronx City, Inc.
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OPEN HOUSE

Visit our website  
or call 718.292.6100 ext 187

www.cardinalhayes.org
650 Grand Concourse, Bronx, NY 10451
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A CA T H O L I C  HI G H SC H O O L

O F EX C E L L E N C E 

A Proud Tradition of College 
Preparatory Academics and Building 
Young Men of Character Since 1941

�������	
��	���

����	�	���

facebook.com/cardinalhayeshs
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
A local drug free coalition 

has issued a 90-day challenge 
for the communty to reject ad-
ditive substances.

After nine months of meet-
ings where over two dozen ac-
tivists and government rep-
resentatives met under the 
umbrella of the Soundview 
Community Drug Free Coali-
tion, the group has embarked 
on an ambitious initiative 
called the ‘Soundview Com-
munity Drug Free Quarter’.

Supported by a unanimous 
resolution approved by SCDFC 
at its Tuesday, January 19 
meeting, the initiative calls 
for government, schools and 
community-based agencies 
to take an all-out approach in 
making the community drug 
free.

Under the resolution’s 
terms, the coalition is desig-
nating March through June 
2016 as the Soundview Com-
munity Drug Free Quarter 
and urging government and 
community agencies to pub-
licize programs and activi-
ties addressing the sale of 
loose cigarettes referred to as 
‘loosies’, K2 synthetic mari-

Drug Free Coalition issues ‘90-day challenge’
juana sales in local conve-
nience stores and pharmaceu-
tical drug abuse.

Anne Johnson, Soundview 
Resident Council president, 
said the SRC-sponsored coali-
tion timed the initiative with 
the end of the school session 
so they could focus on educat-
ing school children grades six 
to 12 to understand drug deal-
ers are specifi cally targeting 
them for early onset drug use.

“You don’t have to be a 
rocket scientist to see that the 
K2 being sold in local stores is 
designed to attract young buy-
ers as evidenced by packag-
ing it with a cartoon picture of 
Scooby-Doo,” expressed John-
son.

Soundview resident and 
youth representative for the 
coalition, Lisi Benedith, re-
counted a story involving one 
of her best friends who went 
into convulsive shock after us-
ing K2.

“I couldn’t believe that it 
was happening right in front 
of me and to someone I know,” 
said Benedith. “People need 
to know how dangerous this 
drug is.”

SCDFC is also urging city 

law enforcement agencies to 
target retail establishments 
where loosies and K2 additives 
are known to be sold.

The resolution urges all 
government agencies to en-
gage in a concentrated cam-
paign during this quarter to 
warn all senior and commu-
nity centers of the dangers 
associated with misusing 
pharmaceutical drugs and to 
consider legislation to prevent 
the marketing of e-cigarettes 
to young people.

The coalition said it was 
recently informed by health 

authorities that e-cigarettes 
are being produced in vanilla, 
chocolate, blueberry, menthol, 
coffee and grape fl avors to at-
tract young people.

According to the coalition’s 
police representatives, heroin 
is returning to Soundview us-
ing distribution methods such 
as providing freebies to school 
age students.

“Heroin has a much more 
devastating effect on ado-
lescents because they do not 
have fully developed execu-
tive function and are inclined 
towards risky behavior when 

unsupervised or affected peer 
pressure,” said Michelle Watt, 
SCDFC chairwoman and Od-
yssey House director.

SCDFC will fi le an applica-
tion with the Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services 
Administration in March for 
offi cial designation as a drug 
free coalition and if success-
ful, SCDFC will receive a 
$125,000 per year grant for the 
next fi ve years.

The coalition’s next meet-
ing is set for 11 a.m. on Tues-
day, February 16 at 715 Noble 
Avenue.

The Soundview Community Drug Free Coalition announced a resolution at last Tuesday’s meeting. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Valentine’s Day is fast approaching 
and there is one last minute gift that 
will last forever. 

Wildlife Conservation Society’s 
Bronx Zoo has brought back the Name-
a-Roach – a light-hearted way to make 
sure your loved one knows your feel-
ings will last a lifetime.

 The original Name-a-Roach 
launched in 2011, and thousands of 
hopeless romantics from around the 
world have named real live Mada-
gascar hissing cockroaches at WCS’s 
Bronx Zoo after their favorite loved 
one, “ex,” or mother-in-law. The zoo 
is again offering the opportunity to 
name a new crop of cockroaches for 
Valentine’s Day 2016. Each gift comes 
with a colorful certifi cate emailed 
to your loved one announcing that a 
cockroach has been named in his or 
her honor.

 For a $10 donation, your loved one, 
or unloved one, will receive a certifi -
cate to cherish for years to come, fea-
turing the name chosen for your Val-
entine’s roach. 

New this year, for a $25 donation, 
the certifi cate will come with a choc-
olate roach-themed treat hand-made 
with love by Nunu Chocolate Company 
in Brooklyn, NY. (Chocolates must be 
ordered by Tuesday, February 2 to en-
sure delivery in time for Valentine’s 
Day.)

Bronx Zoo Madagascar hissing cockroaches return
 The name-a-roach program is all 

in good fun and will help WCS save 
wildlife and wild places in New York 
and around the world.

 The zoo has plenty of roaches to 
name with thousands of the super-
sized bugs on exhibit in Madagascar!—
an award-winning habitat for lemurs, 
crocodiles, and many other species 
from the African island nation.

 Madagascar hissing cockroaches 
are the world’s largest roach species 
reaching nearly four-inches long.  The 
namesake hissing noise is emitted as a 
defense mechanism.  

Like nearly every roach species, 
Madagascar hissing cockroaches are 
not considered pests and rarely enter 
homes.

Seal it with a ‘hiss’ at www.bronx-
zoo.com/roach.

 WCS saves wildlife and wild places 
worldwide through science, conserva-
tion action, education, and inspiring 
people to value nature. 

To achieve its mission, WCS, based 
at the Bronx Zoo, harnesses the power 
of its Global Conservation Program in 
nearly 60 nations and in all the world’s 
oceans and its fi ve wildlife parks in 
New York City, visited by 4 million 
people annually. WCS combines its ex-
pertise in the fi eld, zoos, and aquarium 
to achieve its conservation mission

 The Wildlife Conservation Soci-

ety’s Bronx Zoo is open daily from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays, 5:30 p.m. week-
ends from April to October; 10 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m November to March. 

Adult admission is $16.95, children 
(3-12 years old) $12.95, children under 3 
are free, seniors (65+) are $14.95. Park-
ing is $15 for cars and $18 for buses. 

The Bronx Zoo is conveniently lo-

cated off the Bronx River Parkway 
at Exit 6; by train via the #2 or #5 or 
by bus via the #9, #12, #19, #22, Met-
roNorth, or BxM11 Express Bus ser-
vice (from Manhattan that stops just 
outside the gate.) 

To plan your trip, visit bronxzoo.
com or call (718) 367-1010. Follow @
TheBronxZoo.

Madagascar Hissing Cockroaches.                   Photo courtesy of Julie Larsen Maher
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SPOTO’S
FINE NEOPOLITAN & SICILIAN CUISINE

4005 East Tremont Ave.
Bronx, NY 10465

718-828-5613
www.SpotosNYC.com

Come enjoy our 
elegant wine bar!

SPOTO’S MENU IS ON ITS WAY TO YOU
or view it on our website: www.SpotosNYC.com

BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!

Too tired to cook? Let us do it for you...Free Delivery!
OUTSIDE OFF PREMISE CATERING DELIVERED DOOR TO DOOR

Dates are available…
Banquet room seats up to 100 people

All parties supervised by Peter

Daily Lunch Special

$11.95 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Spoto’s Early Dining

$24.95
SPOTO’S NOW

DELIVERS
7 Days A Week!

NOW 
SERVING A 
FULL PIZZA 

MENU!

Come 
enjoy our 
elegant 
wine bar!

Join us on                     for daily specials

Exquisite Catering at Affordable Prices
We specialize in family functions!

CALL NOW TO BOOK YOUR NEXT AFFAIR!
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Vivienne Hansen has continued to support her community while owning 
a successful bar for the past 16 years.                     
                 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A pub in Pelham Bay is 

more than just a neighbor-
hood establishment - it’s a 
place that locals can truly call 
their ‘home away from home’.

Vivienne’s Bar, located at 
3044 Westchester Avenue, has 
provided the community with a 
place where they can drink, so-
cialize and have a fun time with 
friends and neighbors in a safe, 
homey, close-knit setting.

For over 20 years, the bar 
has been the scene of count-

Vivienne’s owner a perennial mom fi gure
less events, including family 
gatherings and holiday par-
ties, among other celebratory 
festivities, surely providing 
all of its customers with mem-
ories they will never forget 
and always carry with them.

The owner of the bar, Vi-
vienne Hansen, is viewed by 
her customers not only as a 
business owner, but also as 
a mother fi gure and a neigh-
borhood guide for every indi-
vidual who walks through her 
doors.

As the owner of the bar for 
the past 16 years, Vivienne 
has cared for everybody - from 
watching children who waited 
for their parents after they 
got home from school to let-
ting customers charge their 
cell phones and even holding 
fundraisers for less fortunate 
people in the neighborhood, 
like one that was held dur-
ing Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month last year for a young 
girl in her building who was 
diagnosed with cancer.

“One life lesson I’ve learned 
is that no matter how bad 
you’re situation is or seems, 
there is always somebody out 

there who has it worse than 
you - and learning that made 
me realize that there is always 
somebody that can be helped,” 
said Hansen, who has worked 
as a bartender for 40 years in 

total, including working at 
many locations in Throggs 
Neck like Bill’s Portside Bar, 
formerly located at 3706 E. 
Tremont Avenue. “That’s 
where my nature of giving 

comes from - I always like to 
make sure everybody in my 
place is happy and taken care 
of like they should be.”

Every year, the bar holds 
various parties for annual 
events, holidays and occa-
sions, including New Year’s 
Eve, the Superbowl, St. Pat-
rick’s Day, Christmas, as well 
as countless birthday parties 
and anniversary celebrations. 

The bar even held an anti-
Valentine’s Day party, where 
customers shredded their old 
love letters and pictures of 
their exes.

“Any time somebody vis-
its this place, they are always 
guaranteed an entertaining 
experience - regardless of 
what the experience is,” said 
Tammi Hansen, Vivienne’s 
daughter, a bartender for the 
last four years. 

“Just like the neighbor-
hood, this place is always very 
close-knit, and my mom has 
always gone above and beyond 
to make sure that everybody 
is enjoying themselves, hav-
ing a good time, and most of 
all, a safe trip home at the end 
of the night.”

Any time 
somebody visits 

this place, they are 
always guaranteed 

an entertaining 
experience - 

regardless of what 
the experience is.

Tammi Hansen

The School of St. Benedict

St. Benedict’s academic curriculum and religious 
study form a foundation which makes our edu-
cation unique to the Throggs Neck Community.  
Our school is dedicated to providing a positive, 
motivating and nurturing environment that leads 
students to academic excellence, faith in God and 
service to others.

APPLY TODAY AT
www.ApplyCatholicSchoolsNY.org

CALL FOR A TOUR
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Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE SUN-THURS

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU
ON-LINE AT: WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

HOME OF THE AGED
BLACK ANGUS

STEAK
18oz Rib Eye
12oz Filet Mignon
16oz Shell Steak

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR PARTY ROOM.

Enjoy Our

FREE HALF TIME
Big Game Dinner Buffet

Call us for all your Big Game catering needs

We Now Have Parking In Our New Lot!  In The Service 
Station On The Corner Of Gerber and East Tremont

20152015

ENJOY A
CANDLELIGHT DINNER THIS

At The Wolf

All You Can Eat $1695

Start Super Bowl Sunday 
off with our Sunday 

Brunch Buffet

German & Seafood Specials Daily
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Goya Foods, America’s largest 
Hispanic-owned food company, will of-
fer a $20,000 nationwide Culinary Arts 
Scholarship granted annually to four 
students entering their freshman year 
of college to obtain their fi rst under-
graduate degree in culinary arts and/
or a food sciences area of study. 

Goya’s Culinary Arts Scholarship 
is available on a competitive basis to 
students entering an accredited two-
year or four-year institution. Schol-
arships are in the amount of $5,000 
awarded per academic year starting 
in Fall 2016 and are renewable for up 
to three additional years provided the 
student remains eligible to receive 
funding.Applicants of the Goya Culi-
nary Arts Scholarship will be selected 
based on the standard requirements 
established by Goya and administered 
by Scholarship America® including 
academic achievement, leadership and 
fi nancial need, as well as an evalua-
tion of an essay explaining how Goya 
has enriched their family traditions.  
Among the criteria for consideration, 
students (1) Must plan to be enrolled in 
college full time starting in Fall 2016 
in a degree seeking program within 
the U.S. as a Freshman at a two or four-
year U.S. accredited institution to ob-
tain their fi rst undergraduate degree; 
(2) Must be majoring in Culinary Arts 
and/or Food Sciences; (3) Must have a 
minimum cumulative grade point av-
erage (GPA) of 3.00 on a 4.00 scale; (4) 
Must complete 10 hours per month 
of community service while receiv-
ing funding; (5)Must be a U.S. Citizen 
or a legal permanent resident of the 
United States with a valid Social Se-
curity Number or have been granted 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arriv-

als (DACA).
For more information and to apply, 

log onto www.goya.com.  Applications 
are due no later than February 15. 

* * *

Superintendent of Schools for 

the Archdiocese of New York, Dr. 
Timothy J. McNiff, announced the ap-
pointment of Linda Mele Dougherty as 
regional superintendent for the North-
east/East Bronx region, effective July 
1.

Dougherty currently serves as 
principal at Our Lady of Mercy School 
in Forest Hills, NY and has experience 
as a dedicated Catholic school teacher, 
administrator and as an adjunct col-
lege lecturer at St. John’s University, 
Fordham University and Bronx Com-
munity College. She is an Ed. D. can-
didate in Educational Administration 
at Seton Hall University and holds a 
Professional Diploma in Educational 
Administration from Manhattan Col-
lege, an M.A. in Pastoral Ministry 
from Boston College and earned a B.A. 
in Education and Sociology from Ford-
ham University. 

 Dougherty has served as principal 
at three Catholic elementary schools in 
the Diocese of Brooklyn, as a teacher at 
several Brooklyn public schools as well 
as the Notre Dame International School 
in Rome, Italy. She was Teacher of Reli-
gion at Christ the King High School in 
Middle Village, Queens and stated, “I 
have a particular interest in the area of 
Catholic identity. Catholic schools must 
maintain their tradition of academic 
excellence while developing the un-
derstanding that all we do is centered 
in the life and teachings of Jesus.” She 
also chairs the Catholic Identity Com-
mittee within the Diocese of Brooklyn.

Goya Scholarship

Montefiore Health System has 
announced the appointment of John 
M. Finger  as senior vice president, 
strategic planning and business de-
velopment.

Finger, with more than 20 years 
of experience in healthcare, comes 
to Montefiore from the Einstein 
Healthcare Network, a private, not-
for-profit academic healthcare sys-
tem based in Philadelphia, where he 
served as Chief Administrative Of-
ficer. 

While there he oversaw the cre-
ation of a five-year strategic plan. 
He also developed and directed the 
implementation of new business ini-

tiatives as well as large-scale tech-
nology system upgrades. Mr. Finger 
previously worked for 10 years at 
Mt Sinai Hospital in New York City 
in a number of roles including Vice 
President for Strategic Planning. He 
began his career in New York City 
government, where he worked on a 
special project created by Mayor Ed-
ward I. Koch that automated the vot-
ing process.

Finger received his Master of 
Arts degree in Economics and Public 
Policy from Columbia University’s 
School of International and Public 
Affairs. He received his Bachelor’s 
degree from Vassar College

New senior VP at Monte
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From mobility 
assistance to meal 
preparation, Senior 
Helpers is ready to 
help your loved one 
live independently.

Senior Helpers’ 
leading Senior 
Gems® program 
for Alzheimer’s and 
dementia can help 
your family.

Senior Helpers 
is locally owned 
and operated, and 
works with families 
right in your own 
neighborhood.

�������YOU TRUST���������TO HELP�����PEOPLE NEED

Visit us at SeniorHelpers.com/newyorkny, e-mail us at
infonyc@SeniorHelpers.com or call us at 646-214-2086.

Volunteer. Be a Big Apple Greeter
As a Big Apple Greeter, I get to show visitors where I grew up in the 
Bronx - up by Fordham Road – and places I love – like around Yankee 
Stadium and Arthur Avenue, the real “Little Italy” with great 
restaurants.

My visitors get a true view of New York. I get to hang out with terrific 
people and show off my city. Best of all, it’s free!

Support Big Apple Greeter
Go to www.bigapplegreeter.org #TrueBigApple

Mathew Dallas
Big Apple Greeter

Bronx

SHOW 
THE WORLD

NEW YORK’S 

TRUE 
CHARACTER
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New Throggs Neck Shopping Center (Bronx, NY)

www.wineliquorsuperstore.com

* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 2/5/2016.

We will match printed 
prices from other NYC 

Liquor stores

Patron
Silver

$4299
750ml

1.75L is $96.67
Each with purchase

of 3 bottles

Tito’s
Vodka

$29 87
1.75l

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Wray &
Nephew

Overproof
White

$35 99
1.75l

Skyy
Vodka 80

$19 99
1.75l

New
Amsterdam

Vodka &
Flavored

$19 50
1.75l

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

750ml

Moet Imperial

 $3299

Korbel
Brut

Blanc de Noir

Voda
Vodka

$899
1 L

$1149
1.75l

$775
750ml

Smirnoff
Vodka

$1999
1.75l

Bacardi 
Light & Gold

$1799
1.75l

Hennessy 
VS

$6199
1.75l

Dewars
White Label

$3499
1.75l

BRING THIS AD IN

50
GET FREE POINTS 

ON REWARDS 
CLUB!

Louis Jadot 
Beaujolais

Villages

$1187
750ml

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Glenmorangie 
10 

$3564
750ml

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Johnnie 
Walker Black

$3197

$5997
750ml

Werewolf

On Sale
$533

750ml

Cabernet Sauvignon,
Pinot Noir, Merlot

Chivas
12 Year

$5697

1.75l

With Coupon
Expires 2/5/16

With Coupon
Expires 2/5/16

Hennessy
VS

$3197

$5997
750ml

1.75l

With Coupon
Expires 2/5/16

With Coupon
Expires 2/5/16

750ml

1.75l

Remy Martin 
VSOP

$7799

With Coupon
Expires 2/5/16

1.75l

Luc Belair 
Rose

$2297

With Coupon
Expires 2/5/16

750ml 1.75l

Jack
Daniels

$4297

With Coupon
Expires 2/5/16

1.75l $1099

With Coupon
Expires 2/5/16

1.75l

Tito’s
Vodka

$2899

With Coupon
Expires 2/5/16

1.75l

Absolut
Vodka 80

$3299

With Coupon
Expires 2/5/16

1.75l

$4197

With Coupon
Expires 2/5/16

Patron Silver 
Tequila

Chivas
18 Year

With Coupon
Expires 2/5/16

1.75l$109

CASH AND DEBIT SPECIALS 
WITH AD ONLY - WHILE SUPPLIES LAST
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

PINK SHISHA
PINK SHISHA PACKAGE DEALS

HAIR, NAILS
MAKEUP

$13000

HAIR, NAILS

$10000

3604 E TREMONT AVE. BRONX, NY 10465

347-621-1799

Tails are Waggin' 
and Pets are Braggin'

3604 A East Tremont Avenue

ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
TOOTHBRUSHING

OFF
NEXT

$5

Offi ce/Retail Space 

Available in the 

Throggs Neck Mall 

Call 917-232-2375

Beauty Bar

Home Of The
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ALLEY CAT
TRADITIONAL BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE

All Bottled Beer 
$500

CHARMINGLY LOCATED 75 FEET OFF E. TREMONT AVE
DOWN THE ALLEY WAY IN THE THROGS NECK MALL

3604C EAST TREMONT AVE  (718) 824-0168

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 
EVERYDAY 2-6 PM

Open: Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm
Fri & Sat 11am-12 Midnight

DOMESTIC AND IMPORTS

Smoked Brisket, Fall-Off-The-Bone St. Louis Ribs,
Tender Pulled Pork, Along With A Wide Assortment Of Side Dishes

All Day!
1/2 CHICKEN & SIDE

CAN OF BEER
$1450

SMOKEHOUSE
(718) 824-0168

Dine In Only
WITH THIS AD

10OFF
%

See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School 1438 Waring Avenue

Nice Ranch Style Two Bedroom Home With Walk Out 
Basement. Great Concrete Backyard Perfect For Barbe-

cues. Close To Public Transportation And Stores.

$344,900

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House.

Let Us Sell Your Home
Distinguished Homes & Properties

Phone: 718-684-1411 Cell: 917-957-6800
3602 E Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465

Larry “Large” Weinstein

Top Producer

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND THREE 
BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

APARTMENTS WANTED

1324 East Gun Hill Road
Great Investment Or Perfect For Home User/ Brick Mixed-Use 
Property Located In Highly Foot Traffi c Area Next to Buses And 
Subway. The Property Zoned For Two(2) Residential Units Plus A 
Doctors Offi ce..

$429,000

$45 per person

Create Your Own
Masterpiece

While Enjoying A Glass Of Wine

BYOB
MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE, ONLINE AT WEBSITE

www.paintnite.com/pages/events/view/newyork/927629

1300 sqft Rental Space - $4500 Neg.
2500 sqft Rental Space - $6500 Neg.

Offi ce/Retail Space - $800
TREMONT AVENUE - GREAT FOOT, CAR AND BUS TRAFFIC

IN CONTRACT

ACCEPTED OFFER

APARTMENT FOR RENT: Studio in Harding Park $1000.00
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Last week, Bronxites did their part to keep Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s dream alive by commemorating the late civil rights leader in a special interfaith service. 
On Monday, January 18, Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and Senior Pastor Naomi Tyler-Lloyd hosted the annual event at Trinity Baptist Church which united local elected of-
fi cials and residents in honoring Dr. King’s legacy and memory.  Speeches delivered by elected offi cials and members of Trinity Baptist Church reminded the congregation of King’s 
message of equality and to accept disappointment while remaining optimistic of progress. 

Diaz and Trinity Baptist Church Honor MLK

(Top Photo) (l-r) Cynthia 
Cox, 79th AD district lead-
er; Senator Ruben Diaz, 
Sr.; Maxine Sullivan from 
Congressman Eliot Engel’s 
offi ce; Johnnie Goff, NYS 
Democratic Committee 
member and NYS Comp-
troller Thomas DiNapoli 
united to remember the 
late civil rights leader. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Sharon Miles (l) attended the event with her husband, Donald Miles, principal law clerk to 
Bronx Supreme Court justice Alison Tuitt and Johnnie Goff. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Rev. Kelley (l) drove home a point after telling a good story during his sermon. Borough 
President Diaz and Minister Jan Webster were enthralled, as were the rest of the assembly
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Above, U.S. Senator Chuck 
Schumer gave a stirring 
speech before the congre-
gation. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Assembly Speaker Carl 
Heastie addressed the 
audience on Dr. King’s his-
toric legacy. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Delivery Service Available  10 PLASMA TVs

RE STAUR A NT  &  BA R

Start the New Year with 
brand new entertaiment 

at The Wicked Wolf

THURSDAY NIGHT at 9pm

Peter McKiernan
On guitar

FRIDAY NIGHT at 11pm

Big Town Productions

SATURDAY NIGHT at 11pm

Tommy Mulvihill & PJ 

SUNDAY EVENING at 9pm

Karaoke

THIS WEEK’S ENTERTAINMENT
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LOCUST POINT

LPCA board of directors (l-r) Maureen Higgins, president Joe Donovan, Sherill Cropper, Ed Toth, Kathy Collins, Steve Stranzl, Ann Kelly, Carol 
Ligotino and Margueryte Allard . Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Anita Stranzl, Steve Stranzl and Cassie Stranzl. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Emil Stranzl and Anita Stranzl. Photo by Laura Stone

Cassie Stranzl and Marge Mefserschmitt. Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Ed Toth, LPCA treasurer; Anita Stranzl, Sherill Cropper and 
Steve Stranzl. Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Catrina Porter, Cecilia Porter and Christina Porter. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

The Locust Point Civic Association held 
its ‘Oktoberfest’ at its civic center  on 
Friday, January 22. The event featured 
authentic German food, with some rev-
elers dressing in lederhosen. Left, (l-r) 
Joe Dunn Jr., Maureen Higgins and Joe 
Dunn. Photo by Laura Stone 
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FULL 
RIDE
Your college education and future debt free. 
Sponsored by Mercy College donors.

APPLICATION DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 28. 
Find out more at www.mercy.edu/mercyscholars or 1-877-MERCY-GO

MERCY SCHOLARS
PROGRAM

ARE YOU GOAL-ORIENTED, DRIVEN AND DETERMINED TO GET AHEAD IN 

LIFE? IF SO, WE INVITE YOU TO APPLY FOR THE MERCY SCHOLARS PROGRAM,

WHICH REWARDS QUALIFIED HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WITH FULL FINANCIAL

SUPPORT FOR TUITION, BOOKS AND FEES FOR ALL FOUR YEARS OF COLLEGE.

UNDERGRADUATE OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13 • DOBBS FERRY, MANHATTAN & BRONX CAMPUSES

RSVP: WWW.MERCY.EDU/GOH213
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The big blizzard last weekend, dumped over 27 inches of snow on the borough and its residents. Crime, according to DCPI, decreased by 40% on Saturday, 
January 23 and Sunday, January 24, in the borough. Arial view looking north of the snowstorm on Jerome Avenue and Minerva Place. Insert, A sanitation 
truck that was plowing Pelham Bay got stuck and needed to be dug out of the snow on Edison Avenue between St. Theresa and Westchester avenues.
 Photo by Edwin Soto

DUMPS RECORD SNOW

ON TH
E BRONX

Fire hydrants were nearly buried in the area around Lehman College. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Arial view looking north of the snowstorm on Jerome Avenue at Minerva Place. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

A tractor plows the snow on Jerome Avenue and 199th Street. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Snow on Bedford Park Boulevard near Lehman College left a pedestrian without a 
boot. Photo by Miriam Quin
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If you are intersted in adopting any of these pets, 
email newbeginninganimalrescue@gmail.com or 
call 347-691-3282. New Beginning Animal Rescue is 
located at 2515 Newbold Avenue.

(L-r) Rio,  6 year old English Bull Dog and Buckley, 
6 year old English Bull Dog. Both dogs love to go 
for walks and spend time outside, they also love 
the snow.  Will be loveable companions, but can not 
be placed in a home with children.  Due to being 
in a shelter for so long, both need an experienced 
owner.

UP FOR ADOPTION

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
Due to the 

weather we have 
rescheduled our 
community event 
Understanding Is-
lam. We are talking 

with our special guests to fi nd a more suitable date.  
We wanted to ensure everyone had the opportunity 
who wanted to attend. And with little to no available 
parking and rough walking conditions it was not 
possible.  We are hoping to reschedule the event in 
the fi rst week of February. Please watch our Face-
book pages for immediate updates.

The major snow storm brought out the best in 
our community. Hundreds of people were out assist-
ing in the snow shoveling. Even the kids were out 
with shovels trying to make a few bucks, just like in 
the “old days”.

The association assembled a group of men and 
answered calls to go out to help those in need. And 
we didn’t receive any reports of injuries. So we hope 
everyone was in fact safe and warm during this 
snow storm.

This week there was a fi re in one of our build-
ings on Barnes Avenue. One resident is in the hos-
pital still and we send them thoughts, strength, and 
prayers in hope that they recover.  The cause of the 
fi re is still under investigation and we will be sure 
to keep you updated. We are currently gathering a 
list to assist the four apartments effected by the fi re.  
Please follow our Facebook to stay up to date.

We have launched our membership subscription. 
If you would like to sign up for membership to the 
merchant association contact us and we will send 
you more information.  For $25 you will receive a 
subscription to this great paper the Bronx Times 
and get discounts to all of your favorite stores, which 
will save you money in the end.

Our next meeting is Tuesday, February 2 at 7:30 
p.m. at The Sanz, 815 Allerton Avenue.   We have re-
scheduled our Bronx Zoo guest for March and hope 
to have our local Imam as our guest for February. 
Refreshments will be served.  We hope you can at-
tend.

Email us at AllertonMerchants@gmail.com for 
any questions, comments, conce. And join our Face-
book page Allerton International Merchants.

MAX
LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

800-469-6292    TTY 711 
7 days a week, 8:00 am to 8:00 pm

www.villagecaremax.org

Our Members Are 
Our #1 Priority

We are a 5-star rated 
Managed Long-Term Care Plan 

5-star overall rating based 
on the 2014 NYC Region 
MLTC Consumer Guide, 

published by the
 New York  State 

Department of Health
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The Soundview Community Drug Free Coalition held its monthly meeting inside Community Board 9’s offi ce last Tuesday. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Soundview Community Drug Free Coalition held its monthly meeting on Tuesday, January 19 at Community Board 9’s offi ce located at 1967 Turnbull Avenue.  This month’s gathering 
of the minds featured Captain Alexis Parrilla of NYC Corrections Department at Riker’s Island and Eduardo Torres, NYC Poison Control Center health educator as guest speakers. 

SOUNDVIEW COMMUNITY DRUG FREE COALITION HOSTS MEETING

On Thursday, January 21, cultural historian 
Lorella Brocklesby presented ‘American Art-
ists in London: Scandals Galore’, an artwork 
exhibit of American artists who traveled to 
London to enhance their careers, their cre-
ativity and their reputation, at Bartow-Pell 
Mansion Museum. Brocklesby, who currently 
teaches at New York University and Parsons 
School of Design, examined artworks from 
seven American artists from the Georgian to 
Victorian eras.
     Pictured, Brocklesby presents the artwork 
of the ‘American Artists in London: Scandals 
Galore’ exhibit. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

 ‘AMERICAN
ARTISTS IN

LONDON’ EXHIBIT

CASA middle school’s dance team known as 
Standard Collaboration performed a dance 
to address the relationship between the 
47th Precinct and community leaders in the 
area.  The dance highlighted the lack of com-
munication between the two groups. No one 
from the precinct attended the event. 

CASA DANCES FOR
 SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Kalen Wheeler and school principal Jamaah 
Bowman with the Standard Collaboration 
Dance Team Photo by Edwin Soto

(l-r) V. Peter Mills, patients Robert and Tiesha, Carol Davis, Dr. Lili Rysz, Gary Hara, Nancy Cataldi and Vincent Stanco. 
 Photo courtesy of Jacobi Medical Center

Jacobi Medical Center celebrated the writing prowess of two former patients whose poetry earned fi rst prize fi nishes in different catego-
ries in New York State Offi ce of Alcohol and Substance Abuse Services Recovery Arts Festival on Tuesday, January 19.   The participants 
received awards for their outstanding work in the contest. The festival is now in its 12th year. 

JACOBI MEDICAL CENTER ARTS FESTIVAL WINNERS
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Celebrate the 8th Anniversary of

KOSOVA’S INDEPENDENCE
Publication Date: February 17, 2016 - Ad Deadline: February 15

AD SIZES AND PRICES

FULL PAGE - 8.75: X 11.5” - $300
HALF PAGE - 8.75” X  5.69” - $175
QUARTER PAGE - 4.3” X 5.69” - $95

INSIDE FRONT - 8.75” X 11.5” - $500
INSIDE BACK - 8.75” X 11.5” - $500
BACK PAGE - 8.75” X 11.5” - $1000
FRONT PAGE STRIP - 8.75” X 1.75” - $500

CENTERFOLD - $750

Call Laura Guerriero
Bronx Times Publisher

718-260-4593 bronxtimes@aol.com
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND TO MAKE 

YOUR RESERVATION
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PS/MS 95, the Sheila Mencher Van Cortlandt School, held a joyous celebration with a four 
story choral gala.  The chorus gave mini performances to students and staff, including the 
tunes ‘The Carol of the Bells,’  ‘Winter Wonderland,’ and ‘Sleigh Ride,’ which each had their 
own unique twist.  Chorus 95 has performed at the annual Bronx Arts Festival at Lehman 
College and in arts festivals, graduations and ceremonies at the school.  

SWEET SINGERS AT LOCAL SCHOOL 

Dressed in festive holiday gear, children sang for their peers at PS/MS 95 
 Photo Courtesy of PS/MS 95

(l-r) cousin Marc Toussaint, brother Harry, sister Helena Jean’ Baptiste, grandmother Sus-
sette Toussaint, brother Max, mother Ketty Michel, brother Christopher, and aunt Joanne 
pay respect and honor to their loved one, fi refi ghter Henri Gaudin Jr. Aracelis Batista

Mother Ketty Michel with William Greco of FDNY at the plaque dedication ceremony 
 Aracelis Batista

Stand Up to Violence held a Friday, January 22 community violence response rally between 
White Plains Road and East 221st Street, the site of a Saturday, January 16 shooting of a 
27-year-old man who was injured in the incident.
     Pictured Raphael Schweizer (l), Bronx Park East Community Association chairman, and 
Aldo Perez (r), New York Political Coalition president, lent their support at SUV’s rally last 
Friday evening. Photo by Miriam Quin

SUV COMMUNITY SHOOTING RALLY

Councilman Andy King (r) addressed crowd about the latest incident of gun violence during 
the rally. Photo by Miriam Quin

Joseph Thompson, 49th Precinct Community Council president, spoke out against the Sat-
urday, January 16 shooting and gun violence during the rally. Photo by Miriam Quin

On Thursday, January 14 a plague dedication was held to honor Firefi ghter Henri Gaudin, Jr 
of Ladder 31.  Gaudin died on January 14 in 2015 at the early age of 39.

COMMUNITY HONORS FIREFIGHTER’S MEMORY
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Action

Association

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
Here’s the one good thing 

about the blizzard – so many 
people missed their opportu-
nity to enjoy Throggs Neck’s 
First Annual Restaurant 
Week over the weekend – that 
this event was extended for an-
other week.  Hopefully, you’ve 
had an opportunity to take ad-
vantage of it. I certainly did!  

Last week, on Tuesday, I 
met a bunch of my yoga friends 
at the Wicked Wolf for lunch.  
They did not have a TNRW 
lunch special, but a few of us 
ordered their $25 three course 
dinner special (appetizer, 
main course and dessert).  I 
did and had enough leftover 
to bring home to my husband 
for his dinner, as I was join-
ing Tasty Ladies’ very own, 
my friend, Bailey Provetto at 
Travesias.  Their dinner spe-
cial, $35 for a three course din-
ner was a great deal too.  On 
Wednesday, I met a friend for 
lunch at the Ice House Café.  
We both ordered their $15 

three course lunch special plus 
a Caesar Salad.  Their lunch 
special came with a free mi-
mosa, by the way.  Nice touch.  
On Thursday, I had lunch with 
Bailey at the Alley Cat Café & 
BBQ.  We enjoyed a nice as-
sortment of their specialties 
including brisket, pulled pork 
and BBQ chicken. 

I have to say that all of 
the restaurants I tried did an 
amazing job of creating menus 
that highlighted what they do 
best:  Wicked Wolf for great 
German food, Travisias for 
inventive AND delicious food 
that is upping the game for a 
lot of restaurants, Ice House 
for terrifi c favorites (the Cae-
sar Salad was dressed per-
fectly!) plus the best view in 
the area and Alley Cat for au-
thentic BBQ in the Bronx.  

While enjoying these deli-
cious meals with my friends, 
quite often the subject turned 
to food and to what I am plan-
ning for 2016.  I’m working on 
starting my own food busi-

ness and right now I’m going 
through the process of fi gur-
ing out what permits and li-
censes I need based on my 
business plan.  While I am of 
course intending for this to be 
a capitalistic enterprise, my 
goal is to use this business to 
inspire other people to tap into 
the local food movement.  

It all started with writing 
this column and talking about 
things like urban agriculture, 
CSA’s, composting, tending 
your own garden and cooking.  
I talk about food and share 
techniques and recipes with 
the hope that one or two of 
you will get out to the farmer’s 
market and in to your kitchen 
to create a delicious meal.  I 
am always so happy to hear 

from those of you who read my 
column and starting this busi-
ness is an extension of that.  

After speaking with other 
food entrepreneurs, chefs, gar-
deners and activists, I am con-
vinced that creating a strong 
local food system is within 
reach.   It’s happening in other 
boroughs and it’s happening 
here in the Bronx too.  What 
I believe is the next step is 
that we do a better job of con-
necting on a hyper local level 
and by that I mean our very 
own neighborhood.  As we’ve 
seen with Throggs Neck Res-
taurant Week, we have many 
wonderful restaurants in the 
neighborhood that employ a 
lot of people.  So while I always 
encourage people to ‘get their 
cook on’ and cook for them-
selves, it’s a bit cavalier to as-
sume that families with kids 
and two working parents can 
always accomplish this.  

That’s why we need to have 
restaurants that are owned 
by local entrepreneurs that 

provide us with good food at 
a good price.  That’s why we 
need to have food shops and 
local deli’s that serve freshly 
made products and not just 
reheated processed food.  We 
need more chef’s and food pro-
ducers who want to work with 
local gardeners and urban 
farmers to procure the fresh-
est produce and value added 
products to serve their cus-
tomers.  

That’s why we need to en-
courage entrepreneurs of ev-
ery age to start their own 
food businesses as a means 
towards economic opportu-
nity and the fulfi llment of the 
American dream.  We need 
to create ways to educate and 
connect to develop a safe, local 
food economy for ourselves.  

If we grow our own food, 
can we create our own jobs?  
I’m sure that was not the in-
tention of restaurant week, 
but it does make you think.  Be 
the change you want to see in 
the world.

FOR ADVERTISING RATES AND
INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
It has been a year since the 

White House’s opening of rela-
tions with Cuba. Mr. Obama’s 
policy may soon be broadened, 
as the President considers 
travelling to the island nation 
in the near future.

A review of the results in-
dicate that the move was a 
signifi cant error. Havana, 
Instead of responding to the 
White House’s embrace with a 
less belligerent foreign policy 
and enhanced human rights 
at home, has doubled down on 
the worst aspects of the Castro 
family regime.

It didn’t take long for Cuba 
to rebuke Obama’s bid for 
friendship. Foreign Policy 
noted: “Indeed, no sooner had 
Castro met with Obama than 
he took to the fl oor of the U.N. 
General Assembly to unleash 
a typical jeremiad against 
the United States, chockfull 
of hoary Cold War rhetoric 
denouncing the embargo, de-
manding reparations (to the 
tune of $1 trillion) for the em-
bargo, ordering the return of 
the U.S. naval facility at Guan-
tanamo Bay, and calling for 
Puerto Rican independence 
(which Puerto Ricans do not 
even want.)”

The Washington Post  has 
reported: President Raúl Cas-
tro’s regime… “seems to have 

done little beyond reopening 
its Washington embassy…Mr. 
Castro’s son-in-law, an army 
general, still controls the dol-
lar-earning tourist industry, 
the Internet largely remains 
unavailable to ordinary Cu-
bans, and, most important, 
dissidents remain subject to 
arbitrary arrest and detention 
— including several snatched 
off the streets for daring to ap-
proach Pope Francis during 
his recent visit.”

According to information 
from The Institute for Cuban 
and Cuban-American Studies 
(ICCAS) at the University of 
Miami, originally shared with 
the Panama Post, “General 
Leopoldo Cintra Frías, head of 
the Cuban Armed Forces…is 
leading a group of Cuban mili-
tary personnel … in support 
of Syria’s dictator Assad and, 
in Cold War fashion, the Rus-
sian contingent…two Russian-
made planes arriving in Syria 
carrying approximately 300 
Cuban soldiers. They further 
detail that the Cuban soldiers 
will man Russian tanks that 
have been provided to Syrian 
head-of-state Bashar al-Assad. 
Their duty will be to fi ght Is-
lamic State forces and others 
who threaten Assad’s grip on 
power.”

The Castro family regime 
has not limited its aggressive 
and disturbing foreign policy 

moves to areas far from the 
Western Hemisphere. Capitol 
Hill Cubans outlined several 
examples that indicate Ha-
vana is continuing its threat-
ening practices, which have 
included arms deals with 
North Korea and South Amer-
ican terrorists:

“- Russian intelligence 
ship, Yantar, targeted a U.S. 
nuclear missile submarine 
base and underwater tran-
sit routes off the eastern sea-
board, as it headed for safe-
harbor in Cuba. Throughout 
the year, the Castro regime 
has continued to host and har-
bor Russian spy ships tasked 
with monitoring sensitive U.S. 
defense networks

“- As Russia restores mil-
itary-industrial cooperation 
with Cuba, it may soon reopen 
the Lourdes signal intelli-
gence center near Havana, an-
nounced a senior member of 
the State Duma Security Com-
mittee.

“- We intend to continue 
cooperation in supplying the 
Cuban Revolutionary Armed 
Forces with modern weapons 

and military hardware,” Rus-
sian Defense Minister Sergey 
Shoigu said at a meeting in 
Moscow with Deputy Chair-
man of the Council of Minis-
ters of Cuba Ricardo Cabrisas.

“- A Russian spy ship, The 
Viktor Leonov, returned to the 
Port of Havana during a visit 
by European Union’s foreign 
policy chief, Federica Mogh-
erini. Her visit to Cuba also 
‘coincided’ with a visit by Rus-
sian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov.

“- A Russian spy ship 
docked in central Havana on 
the eve of a visit to Cuba by the 
fi rst U.S. delegation for “nor-
malization” talks. The Vik-
tor Leonov, an armed intelli-
gence-gathering vessel that 
monitors US communications, 
arrived at a passenger cruise 
terminal in full public view 
for what a Russian embassy of-
fi cial called a ‘friendly’ three-
day stay.”

Internally, Cuba a remains 
as repressive as ever. The Her-
itage Foundation reports:

“Cuba is further than 
ever from becoming a de-
mocracy where people enjoy 
normal civil liberties; it is in 
fact closer to becoming what 
China specialist have identi-
fi ed as a rival model, a ‘resil-
ient authoritarian regime’… 
the Castro regime thumbed its 
nose at the world by arresting 

between 150-200 dissidents on 
Human Rights Day…regime-
organized mobs have blocked 
a brave group of middle-aged 
women known as the Ladies 
in White from marching after 
church service. These women 
are always insulted, often 
beaten and occasionally ar-
rested.”

“Meanwhile, Castro has 
put family members in charge 
of a corrupt regime that can 
now expect to have durability 
after the two Castro brothers 
pass from the scene. Castro’s 
son-in-law, Gen. Luis Alberto 
Rodriguez, controls an esti-
mated 90 percent of the Cuban 
economy through the holding 
company he leads, GAESA. 
As Bloomberg put it recently 
about would-be foreign inves-
tors, “wait until they learn 
all roads lead to Raul Castro’s 
son-in-law.”

“The island’s defense-
less dissidents have bitterly 
denounced what they term 
Obama’s betrayal of their 
movement.”

The Wall Street Journal’s 
Bret Stephens reports that, 
since Obama’s opening to Ha-
vana last year, 8,000 cubans 
have been arrested for politi-
cal reasons.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio broad-
casts at amfm247.com
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EXTRAVAGANZA!

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Injections

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST LASER TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer 
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

LAZER HAIR  
“REMOVAL”  

EXTRAVAGANZA
Call us for our 

winter specials!
TRADE THE RAZOR FOR THE LAZER!

Free consultation. Limited time offer.

GIFT
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal 

Electrolysis    

Botox   

Fillers  

 hCG Weight Loss Program

Hormone Replacement Therapy

Chemical Peels

 Skin Tightening

BEFORE

AFTER

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert Graziosa 
has been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led many 
patients to live 
more happy and 
healthy lives.

B
E

FO
R

E
A

F
TE

R

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

3611A East Tremont Ave. 
Bronx, NY

347-281-5576

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start hCG  
Weight Loss Program

LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 
20–40 lb. LIGHTER

LOSE  
½–2 lb. PER DAY
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On Sunday, February 21, 
the REBEL Ensemble for Ba-
roque Music fi lls Wave Hill’s 
Armor Hall, 249th Street and 
Independence Avenue, with 
the rich spirit of baroque mu-
sic. 

REBEL presents an ele-
gant and energized program 
of works for harpsichord and 
strings by Bach, Vivaldi and 
Telemann. Originating in the 
Netherlands, the ensemble 
now tours nationally and in-
ternationally from its home 
base in New York and is well-
known for its longtime resi-
dencies at Trinity Church and 
with National Public Radio. 
Come early to enjoy a leisurely 
stroll through the handsome 
winter gardens and then settle 
in for an outstanding perfor-
mance, starting at 2 p.m.

Single tickets are $28 gen-
eral admission, $15 child (ages 

REBEL Ensemble to Perform at Wave Hill
8 to 18). Wave Hill member: $22 
adult, $12 child.

urchase the fi nal 4 perfor-
mances in the 2015 2016 season 
for a 15% discount.

Purchase tickets online at 
www.wavehill.org or onsite at 
the Perkins Visitor Center. 

For additional informa-
tion, call (718) 549.3200, ext. 
251. Ticket prices include ad-
mission to the grounds.

The Performing Arts at 
Wave Hill are supported by 
the Cathy and Stephen Wein-
roth Commissioning Fund 
for the Arts. The buildings 
and grounds of Wave Hill 
are owned by the City of New 
York. Wave Hill’s operations 
are supported with public 
funds through the New York 
City Department of Cultural 
Affairs; the Zoos, Botani-
cal Gardens and Aquariums 
Grant Program adminis-

tered by the New York State 
Offi ce of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Preservation; 
the National Endowment for 

the Arts; the New York State 
Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation; and New 
York State Council on the 

Arts with the support of Gov-
ernor Andrew M. Cuomo and 
the New York State Legisla-
ture.

The REBEL Ensemble for Baroque Music at Wave Hill.                    Photo credit: Howard Goodman

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and 
the New York Daily News’ Gersh 
Kuntzman every Monday at 4 pm for 
an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The borough’s leading televi-
sion talk show will be inviting all 
candidates running in the special 
election for the open seat in the 
17th City Council district to a tele-
vised debate. This special edition 
of BronxTalk will be recorded on 
Friday, February 12 and broad-
cast on BronxNet Channel 67 Opti-
mum and channel 33 FiOS on Mon-
day, February 15 at 9 p.m. It will 
be replayed all week during the 
program’s regular time slots and 
available at www.bronxnet.org. 
BronxTalk host Gary Axelbank 
will be the moderator.

In the program’s 21 years, Axel-
bank has moderated more than 50 
political debates in races at every 
level of government, city council, 
assembly, state senate, congress, 
borough president, and a NYC 
comptroller candidates debate.

“For an effective democracy, 
voters must be informed about 
the candidates who seek to repre-
sent them,” he said. “In this case, 
as in all the other debates we have 
hosted over the years, we’ll present 

a balanced program with the sole 
objective of helping the people of 
the Bronx get fi rst-hand, unfi ltered 
information about the candidates.”

“Encouraging civic participa-
tion and connecting local leaders 
and candidates to constituents is at 
the core of BronxNet’s mission to 
serve the people of the Bronx,” said 
executive director Michael Max 
Knobbe. “It’s a role we take very se-
riously and our viewers expect and 
deserve nothing less than a thought-
ful, respectable, professional pro-
gram. You can be sure that’s what 
we will deliver via this BronxTalk 
debate and other programs leading 
up to the special election on Bronx-
Net.”

All candidates who appear on 
the offi cial ballot will be invited to 
participate. The special election, 
necessitated by the resignation of 
Maria del Carmen Arroyo, will be 
held on Tuesday, February 23.

Archives of the program are 
available at:  http://www.bronxnet.
org/tv/bronxtalk/viewcategory/7/
bronxtalk

17th CD candidates 
debate on BronxTalk
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In celebration of black history 
month the Pelham Bay Library, 3060 
Middletown Road, will host a free pre-
sentation on Wednesday, February 10 
at 1 p.m. Titled  “David Mills as Dr. 
Martin Luther King”,

presenter Don St. Clair will take 
the audience on a historical jour-
ney through Dr. King’s  most iconic 
speeches and life events.

The program is free to all and sub-
ject to cancellation without notice.

For more information call Luis 
Torres, library information assistant, 
at (718) 792-6744.

* * *

The Bronx Academy of Art & 

Dance presents GET TOUGH, GET 
BAAD!, an annual series of fi lms and 
events celebrating queer power, di-
versity, defi ance, strength and visibil-
ity. The series was initiated in 2010 to 
celebrate queer strength and value, to 
take a stand against violence, and to 
counter negative and victimized im-
ages of queer people in the media from 
homophobic attacks in the Bronx and 
New York City. 

The series presents narrative fi lms 
that are empowering to the LGBTQ 
community that feature queer, people 
of color as the lead protagonists and 
events that celebrate queer strength 
and value. 

This year’s installment presents 
thirteen empowering narrative fi lms 
kicking off with the 20th anniversary 
screening of the groundbreaking fi lm, 
Chocolate Babies by Stephen Win-
ter and a mini-fest of Patrik-Ian Polk 
fi lms, a youth open mic/jam, an ex-
hibit celebrating trans people of color 
from the Bronx, and culminating in a 
One Billion Rising  - V-day dance that 
takes a stand against violence toward 
women, transwomen and women-bod-
ied people.  GET TOUGH! GET BAAD! 
runs from February 4 to 14, at BAAD!, 
2474 Westchester Avenue. All events 
are free. 

For reservations, directions and 
further information call (718) 918-2110 
or visit www.BAADBronx.org

* * *.

Wave Hill presents the following 
events:

Saturday, February 6; Sunday, Feb-
ruary 7: Family Art Project: Painted 
Papers And The Stories Of Eric Carle: 
What better season than winter to 
cuddle up with stories you love—like 
Eric Carle’s stories illustrating the 

wonder of nature. Hear some of these 
enchanting favorites as told by Rama 
Mandel, then learn from Eric Carle’s 
techniques as we cut and layer hand-
painted papers to form bright and col-
orful images.

Saturday, February 6: Tai Chi Ch-
uan: In this class, Irving Yee, a mem-
ber of the William CC Chen Tai Chi 
School, introduces students to the in-
ternal martial arts, and promotes 
awareness of their health benefi ts. 
Students split into groups according 
to their level of expertise, exploring 
movements at their own pace, whether 
as beginners or more advanced stu-
dents of Tai Chi. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6: GAR-
DENING WORKSHOP: KOKEDAMA: 
Originating in Japan, kokedama are 
living plant and moss balls bound 
up with string. Choose from a vari-
ety of houseplants and design your 
own kokedama under the guidance of 
Anna Macoboy, a gardener and fl orist 
from Australia, now living in Brook-
lyn. Simple to care for, these hanging 
plants bring a new style of indoor gar-
dening to your home. 

Sunday, February 7    Hatha Yoga: 
Classes are led by Yoga for Bliss direc-
tor Neem Dewji, and are held indoors 
November through April. All levels 
welcome. 

Sunday, February 7: Meditation: 
Each session, led by Yoga for Bliss di-
rector Neem Dewji, includes instruc-
tion in simple techniques, followed by 
guided meditations. 

Sunday, February 7: Winter Work-
space Workshop: Ezra Wube—Ani-
mation With Paint And Natural Ma-
terials: Each winter, Wave Hill opens 
Glyndor Gallery as workspace for 
New York-area artists, giving them 
the unique opportunity to explore the 
winter landscape as a source of inspi-
ration. Artists share aspects of their 
practice and engagement with Wave 
Hill through hands-on workshops. 
Workshops begin in Glyndor Gallery 
with an introduction to the artist’s 
work, then continue in the Ecology 
Building or Wave Hill House for the 
creative activity. 

Sunday, February 7: Garden & Con-
servatory Highlights Walk: Join in for 
an hour-long tour of seasonal garden 
highlights. 

Wave Hill is located at 675 West 
252nd Street. For further information 
call   (718) 549-3200, ext. 232.

Pelham Bay Library events; 
GET TOUGH, GET BAAD!

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

The Sale NEW YORK Waits For!

HOTTEST SADDLE TAN DRESS SHOES $2999

SAVE UP TO

 70%
LAST CALL 

SALE

WEDDING PARTIES
BOYS • BIG & TALL • TUXEDOS

BUY 1 SUIT
AT THE VALUE PRICE

GET 2 FREE
Or Buy 1 At Our Everyday Low Price

 Value Everyday NOW!
New Slim Fit .............$250 ........  $9999 .....3 for $250
New Vested Suits ......$300 .......  $12999 .....3 for $300
Luxury Wool..............$425 .......  $15999 .....3 for $425CALVINCALVIN

KLEINKLEIN
SUITSSUITS

$17999

Value $400

L
A

S
T 

CALL DOOR BUST
E

R

WARM TOGGLE JACKET $3999 VALUE $175

SUITS $5999

DOORBUSTER

OUTERWEAR

$ 19
99

Value up to $80 BLAZERS
$3999
Up to $150 value

DOORBUSTER

$9999
Up to $350 value

DOORBUSTER

DRESS SHIRT
& TIE SETS

$2499

DOORBUSTER

SWEATERS
$967
3 for $25

DOORBUSTER
CALVIN KLEIN 
LAUREN COATS

L
A

ST CALL DOOR B

U
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BROOKLYN
503 Nostrand Ave.-Portabella
320 Livingston-Portabella
1671 Pitkin Ave.-Portabella
5205 5th Ave.-Portabella
423 Knickerbocker Ave.-Portabella
294 Utica Ave.-Portabella
1555 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
851 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
552 Nostrand Ave.- Fino
366 Fulton St.-Portabella
5007 Church Ave.-Fino

QUEENS
163-18 Jamaica Ave.-Portabella

3056 Steinway St.-Portabella
164-08 Jamaica Ave.-Fino
3738 Junction Blvd.-Fino
Queens Center-Quails
Roosevelt Field Quails

NEW JERSEY
807 Broad St.-Portabella
Woodbridge Center-Quails
5516 Bergenline Ave-Quails
Freehold Raceway Mall-Quails
Livingston Mall-Quails

BRONX
12-20 E. Fordham Rd.-Portabella

2887 3rd Ave.-Portabella
3449 Jerome Ave.-Portabella
2938 3rd Ave.-Fino
345 East Fordham Rd.-Fino
259 E. Fordham Rd.-Britches
645 E. Tremont Ave.-Portabella
1498 Parkchester Ave.-Portabella
Bay Plaza Shopping Center-Portabella
13 South 4th Ave.-Mount Vernon
1498 Metropolitan Ave.-Portabella
2168 Bartow Ave.-Portbella 

MANHATTAN
243 W. 125th St.-Portabella
617 W. 181 St.-Portabella
120 W. 125th St.-Fino
1405 St. Nicholas Ave.-Fino
Manhattan Mall-Portabella

All merchandise not in all stores. All savings off value prices. While quantities last.
Prices effective through January 31, 2016

portabellastores.com

THE LARGEST SELECTION IN NEW YORK

SHOES
$1999  $2999  $3999

Dress • Casual • Driving • Tuxedo 
Driving • Boots • U.S. Polo • Clarks

BOOTS
$2999

Up to $75 value

DRESS
SHOES
$1999

Up to $75 value

BRAND NAME



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JAN. 29-FEB. 4, 201652    BTR

Santa Maria Church was established for new immigrants
Until this past Sunday, I 

had only been in Santa Ma-
ria Church, located at 2352 St. 
Raymond Avenue at the cor-
ner of Parker Street, twice that 
I recall. The fi rst time was for 
Mike Medora’s funeral mass in 
August of 1991 and the second 
time was when his wife, Mary, 
passed away. Mike was the 
kind of person often referred 
to as a pillar of the church, 
meaning that he was involved 
in every aspect of parish life. 
Today you would have a hard 
time fi nding someone who re-
members him as so much has 
changed. Father Antimo Fior-
illo was pastor then but he re-
tired in 1993.

 The Medora family and 
Father Fiorillo were leftovers 
from when Santa Maria was 
largely an Italian parish. 
When the parish was estab-
lished by Patrick Cardinal 
Hayes in 1926, the expressed 
purpose was to provide a place 
of worship for the growing 
population of Italian speaking 
immigrants. The elevated line 
of the #6 IRT line had just been 
extended to the area in 1920 
and a population explosion 
came with it. Soon eggplant, 

tomatoes, zucchini and basil 
were growing in backyards 
throughout the neighborhood. 
Many of those Italian home-
steaders have since been re-
placed by Hispanic and Asian 
households who still keep the 
parish vibrant.

 Father Edward Marcuzzi, 
who was born, educated and 
ordained in Italy, was chosen 
as the founding pastor and he 
obtained the temporary use of 
a storefront for his fi rst mass. 
Thus the parish got its start at 
1605 Parker Street on July 8, 
1926. Property for a permanent 
structure was soon acquired 
and within a few months mass 
was being offered in their own 
church. It was dedicated in 
February of 1927.

Father Marcuzzi passed 
away in 1932 and Father An-
thony Profi lio, also born, 
raised, and ordained in Italy, 
was installed as the second 
pastor of Santa Maria. He 

helped to build up the parish 
by establishing many of the 
parish societies so necessary 
to parish life. He was recalled 
to Sicily in 1947 to become the 
Vicar General of that diocese. 

Francis Cardinal Spellman 
then assigned Father John Cal-
darola as the third pastor of the 
parish. He was ordained to the 
priesthood in 1926 and named 
a monsignor in 1957. It was he 
who opened the new school in 
1951 with Sister Dolorita as 
principal. He also oversaw the 
construction of the convent 
for the Apostles of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus in 1964. 

 When Father Caldarola 
retired in 1972, Terrence Car-
dinal Cooke appointed Fa-
ther Joseph Adamo as his re-
placement. He, in turn, was 
replaced by Father Antimo 
Fiorillo who served the parish 
from 1981 to 1993. John Cardi-
nal O’Connor then placed the 
parish in the safe hands of Fa-

ther John Carbo until Novem-
ber of 1994. It was then that he 
invited the Idente Missionar-
ies of Christ Crucifi ed to ad-
minister the parish. That re-
ligious congregation had been 
established by Fernando Rielo 
on the Spanish island of Ten-

erife in 1959. Father Fernando 
Real was then appointed pas-
tor and his chief aim appears 
to be the bolstering of the 
spiritual lives of the parish-
ioners. It appears to be doing 
quite well under the care if the 
Idente Missionaries.

Santa Maria Church at St. Raymond 
Avenue at the corner of Parker 
Street on January 29, 2012.

1605 Parker Street where it all be-
gan.

REPRINTED FROM 2/2/2012
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Veteran’s Day
The Knights of Columbus, Mary, Queen of Peace Council, John Dormi & Sons Funeral Home, Morris 
Park Kiwanis and the Morris Park Community Association would like everyone to join us in celebration 
of Veteran’s Day on Tuesday, November 11th at 11 a.m. The celebration will be held at the Memorial 
Peace Plaza on Pelham Parkway and Williamsbridge Road.

We invite all our friends and neighbors to join us in a salute to our veterans to honor our Armed Forces of 
all wars. We ask everyone to raise the flag and we look forward to sharing this very special day with you 
and your families.JOHN DORMI & SONS
Funeral Home

718.863.2000   800.539.2002
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 Told ya it was a short col-
umn.

 Trivia Time!!
 The Anzio Landing took 

Hello all!
 Short Column this week.
 Have not yet heard from 

the Mid Winter Conferees. 
They may still be digging out.

In my hood, we had about 
13 inches of the white stuff. 
Not fun anymore. 

Saturday, February 6 at 1 
p.m. is our post membership 
meeting.

 Now to clear up a mishap 

in the Trivia Time section of 
last week. 

The Zimmerman letter 
was sent to Mexico, not Per-
shing. The letter promised 
Mexico the return of lands 
taken by the U.S. after the 
Mexican War. In return, 
Mexico would side with Ger-
many in WW I.  Those lands 
are now Texas, California 
and Arizona.

place on January 22, 1944. 
From there the Allies went 
all the way to Rome, through 
Monte Cassino. Monte Cassino 
was leveled after the Allies 
contacted the Vatican for per-
mission to do so. The Germans 
were using it as a defensive po-
sition.

 Gold was discovered in 
California on January 24, 
1848.

 Krueger, the fi rst canned 
beer, went on sale in January 
24, 1935. 

The Americans dragged a 
cannon up Gun Hill Road on 
January 25,1777.

 Guy Fawkes was executed 
on January 31, 1605. More 
about him next week. 

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch 
and God bless.

Assemblyman Michael 
R. Benedetto, in conjunction 
with the Iona College Account-
ing Department, is once again 
offering free income tax prep-
aration for seniors 62 years of 
age or older who reside within 
the boundaries of his district 
(Co-op City, Throggs Neck, 
Morris Park, Pelham Bay, and 
City Island). 

Tax documents can be 
dropped off at the assembly-
man’s offi ce beginning on 
Monday, February 8, and is 

limited to seniors who meet 
the following criteria:

• Simple taxes only.
• Complete copies of 2015 

federal and state returns must 
be included.

• Name, social security 
number, and date of birth of 
all people claimed on the re-
turn as taxpayers and depen-
dents.

• Adjusted gross income 
(AGI) for 2015 must be under 
$50,000.

• All necessary paper work 

must be included as a complete 
fi le and brought to the offi ce, 
otherwise it will be returned 

• You must provide us 
with a telephone or cellphone 
number at which you can be 
reached during normal busi-
ness hours and on Saturdays.

Let the preparers know if 
there have been any changes 
in taxpayers or dependents 
from your 2014 return, such as 
birth or death of a taxpayer or 
dependent.

Seniors are encouraged to 

bring all their tax documents 
to Assemblyman Benedetto’s 
offi ce at 3602 East Tremont 
Ave, Suite 201 or 177 Dreiser 
Loop, Room 12, anytime from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. (The tax pre-
parer will collect documen-
tation until Friday, March 18 
and no more taxes will be done 
after that date. 

All participants will be 
contacted when the forms are 
completed.)

This free service is limited 

to the fi rst 250 constituent re-
spondents, so please present 
your materials early.

All returns are prepared 
by student volunteers from 
Iona College as a service to the 
community. All returns will 
indicate that they were pre-
pared by a non-preparer. 

For more information, con-
tact Assemblyman Benedet-
to’s offi ce at  3602 E. Tremont 
Ave,. Suite 201, (718)892-2235; 
177 Dreiser Loop, Room 12, 
(718)320-2220.

Benedetto provides free income tax prep for seniors

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593

It is a cruel joke that the 
Super Bowl comes just a 
little over a month after we 

have resolved to forsake all 
wings, chips, dip, pizza, soda, 
beer, cheese sticks, Cheez-
Its, Cheetos, and anything 
else that is bright orange and 
vaguely food-like. 

Ha. 
That’s why every year at 

about this time, the press turns 
its hungry eyes to Charles 
Platkin, a.k.a. The Diet Detec-
tive, a.k.a. Hunter College dis-
tinguished lecturer, to give us 
some of his trademark “equiv-
alencies.”

For instance: To work off 
the calories of a 1-foot Italian 
sub sandwich would require 
you to walk the entire length 
of the Brooklyn Bridge — 14 
times. That’s a Dr. Platkin 
equivalency. So are these: 

Four swigs of Bud Light 
equals eight minutes of play-
ing pro football. 

One handful of pita chips 
with artichoke dip equals run-
ning 141 football fields.

Working off one mea-
sly Cheeto — one! — equals 
chanting and waving around a 
foam hand for two minutes. 

And God forbid you scarf 

down four Domino’s stuffed 
cheesy bacon jalapeno bread-
sticks — that requires 193 
touchdown dances. 

So how did Platkin, a law-
yer, publisher, technologist, 
real estate guy, and bestsell-
ing author, become obsessed 
with translating calories into 
everyday (and sports-watch-
ing related) activities? It all 
started when he was young — 
and tubby. 

“I remember my doctor say-
ing, ‘You’re not going to have 
a good social life, because 
you’re fat,’” says Platkin. “And 
I was like, ‘You don’t know 
what you’re talking about.’ But 
the truth was, I was ostracized 
as a child.”

He was still overweight in 
early adulthood when he de-
cided to write a book on how 
to truly change your life. This 
was after he’d gotten the law 
degree, but still was flounder-
ing — and single. 

“I was confused. I was 
thinking about changing be-
havior. I was overweight and 
had terrible relationships.” 

So, for three years, he re-
searched how real behavior 
change happens.

He was finally ready to 

hand in his manuscript when 
he realized, “I hadn’t changed 
one behavior of my own!” So 
he decided to actually follow 
his own advice and, at last, he 
started losing weight. He also 
realized that the fact he ended 
up “with difficult and strange 
kinds of women” had an un-
derlying cause: Him. 

“I’d always thought it was 
random.” 

Changing required that 
word we hear so often lately: 

mindfulness. He had to pay 
attention to what he ate, and 
when. (And who he dated, and 
why.) He also had to stop feel-
ing too embarrassed to ask 
for things like a plain grilled 
chicken breast when he went 
out to eat. In other words, he 
had to stop being ashamed to 
admit he knew he was fat and 
wanted to lose weight.

He folded his stories to the 
book and it became the best-
seller, “Breaking the Pattern.”

The great thing about mind-
fulness, Platkin says, is that 
you don’t have to be mindful 
forever. 

“If you had to Google Map 
every day to figure out what 
floor your office is on,” that 
would be painful. (And you 
would need some other kind of 
help.) But after a short while, 
of course, you know the drill.

It’s the same with figuring 
out what your food patterns 
are. And once you notice that 
every night, right before bed, 
you eat a bowl of Ben & Jer-
ry’s, well then, all you have 
to do is start figuring out a 
“food swap” — an alternative. 
For Platkin, he started mak-
ing swaps just like the ones 
you can make on Super Bowl 

Sunday: Toasted pita points 
instead of chips. Pizza without 
the mozzarella —  add your 
own Parmesan. Slow-churned 
Breyers instead of Ben & Jer-
ry’s. 

The idea is to concentrate 
not on what you can’t have, but 
on what you can. And since 
we gobble down many foods 
without realizing just how fat-
tening they are, he popular-
ized the “equivalencies.” FYI: 
One bowl of chili equals more 
than an hour of cheerleading.

These days Platkin is mar-
ried and has a daughter. One 
day a couple years ago he was 
walking her to school and saw 
her holding her tummy in. He 
asked why. Well, of course she 
was practicing looking skinny. 

“I just want you to know that 
you don’t ever have to worry 
about dieting or any of these 
things,” he told his daughter. 
Life is not about forsaking. It’s 
about embracing who you are 
and what you love.

So long as it’s not Dom-
ino’s Stuffed Cheesy Bacon 
Jalapeno Breadsticks.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and author and 
founder of the book and blog 
Free-Range Kids. 

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

How to swap one food for another — and lose weight!
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A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

borough’s NYC Council delegation. 
The CICA  is not looking for the 

area to become a public park in the tra-
ditional sense, but rather is calling for 
a dignifi ed public burial site , he said. 

Barbara Dolensek, CICA vice pres-
ident, testifi ed before the committees 
about the historical signifi cance of 
the Hart Island.

Dolensek said that when she fi rst 
moved to the City Island in the 1970s, 
Hart Island was open to the public 
and people could go there to admire 
and take pictures of historic build-
ings dating back to the 1880s, a Civil 
War monument and a chapel. 

By contrast, today people are threat-
ened with arrest when they try to visit 
Hart Island without DOC approval, and 
visitors who do get permission to visit 
are not allowed to take photographs. 

Councilman James Vacca, who at-
tended the joint Parks and Recreation 
and Fire and Criminal Justice com-
mittees’ hearing, was disappointed 
that the agencies and mayoral admin-
istration did not come forward with a 
plan other than outright opposition 
to the legislation, said Michael Ri-
vadeneyra, his chief of staff. 

“This was the fi rst hearing that 
the (transfer) legislation received, so 
it really started the conversation as 
to which would be the best agency 
to manage the property,” said Ri-
vadeneyra,  

No money to run Potter’s Field; Parks begs off Hart Is. takeover
From page 1

The Parks Department expressed skepticism about transferring it jurisdiction of Hart Island. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Rivadeneyra said that the city has 
a responsibility to ensure access for 
families and friends of people who are 

buried there, and that the dialogue 
about which agency should oversee 
Hart Island will continue.  

The legislation has yet to be voted 
on, but the hearing is a fi rst step to-
wards a later vote, sources said. 

Blizzard hits borough hard
From page 1

on the corner of Sullivan and E. Trem-
ont had decided to keep their lights 
on. 

Kathleen McElroy, a 76-year old 
waitress who has been serving at the 
Clipper for 18 years, didn’t let the snow 
stop her. She put her arm around the 
owner, Eileen Tierney, “We’re the A-
team right here,” she said.

Tierney picked McElroy up from 
her residence and the pair kept the 
place open for what they both de-

scribed as a day full of customers look-
ing to get out of the cold.

“We had a good crowd, the bar 
stayed open ‘till 4 a.m.” said Tierney, 
“People from other restaurants came 
by because their’s had closed down.” 

Kathleen Saunders, chairperson 
of Community Board 4, said that she 
didn’t receive any calls for assisstance 
from residents, and that aside from 
canceling their general board meet-
ing. “Everything moved along just 
fi ne,” she said. 
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Need a Hand ?
Check out our

Handyman
Section 

To get 
The Help 

You’ve been 
Waiting For!
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Did You Know?

That property owners and 
their insurance companies 
are responsible if you are 
injured by a dangerous
condition.

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
estar certificado se ofrece diario.
• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
• Electrocardiosram y filebotomia
• Auxiliar de Enfermeria
• �Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
• Assistimos en buscar trabajo

Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
Every course you need to be
certified is offered daily
• Home Health Aid
• EKG & Phlebotomy
•� CNA Course
•� Day and Evening Courses
• Experienced instructors
• Job assistance provided

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54
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“He’s [Pena] a good player. He is going to play 
hard. Hopefully somebody is going to see that 
and take a chance on that kid.”
DWAYNE MITCHELL   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Sidney Wilson ran through 

the middle of the lane and 
rose above the Bishop Lough-
lin defense to slam home an 
Isaiah Washington miss and 
was fouled.

The three-point play kept 
the St. Raymond boys’ basket-
ball team ahead by four with 
4:00 to go in the game and ap-
peared to be the emotional 
boost it needed to close out an 
impressive win. 

Instead it was the Lions 
who roared, fully erasing an 
11-point fourth-quarter defi -
cit to beat the Ravens 89-84 
in front of a raucous, stand-
ing-room only crowd in Fort 
Greene on Jan. 22. The con-
test was a battle of diocesan 
and a potential playoff pre-
view. 

“Usually that is one of the 
plays that propels us to get a 
win, but tonight it propelled 
them even more,” Wilson 
said. “They took that as dis-
respectful and they just took 
that as we have to turn this 
game around too.”

Loughlin, which trailed 
74-63 after three quarters out-
scored the Ravens 26-10 in 
the fourth quarter and held 
them to just three points over 
the game’s fi nal 4:00. St. Ray-
mond (10-7, 7-3) was one and 
done too often on offense af-
ter the dunk and Marquis 
Nowell sparked the Lions in 
transition. 

He scored eight of 13 points 
in the fi nal frame. His jumper 
tied the score and a feed to 
Jordan Thomas (14 points) 
for a layup put Loughlin (12-
3, 8-1) ahead for good at 83-81 
with 1:10 to play in the game. 
St. Ray’s pulled within 87-85 
on a trey by Isaiah Washing-
ton, but Loughlin immedi-
ately answered with a transi-
tion hoop.     

“I just thought we had a 
lack of focus in the fourth 
quarter,” Ravens coach Jorge 
Lopez said. “We broke down 
offensively. We didn’t get out 

to every loose ball and grab 
every rebound. I thought they 
made the plays they needed to 
make to cut the lead and even-
tually take the lead.” 

Keith Williams led Lough-
lin with 27 points and 12 re-
bounds. He hit consecutive 
three-pointers in the fourth to 
began his team’s rally. Wash-
ington paced the Ravens with 
21 points and seven assists 
and Omar Silverio had 20 
points, including four three-
pointers. Wilson chipped in 

15 points and 11 boards. 
St. Raymond left Brook-

lyn saying it lost the game 
on the boards. Loughlin had 
too many second chance 
points and turned rebounds 
into transition points in the 
fourth quarter. 

“It was the rebounding 
that messed us up,” Washing-
ton said.

In the third quarter his 
team appeared to fi nally take 
control of a back-and-forth 
game that was tied at the half. 

A 7-0 run capped by a Silverio 
jumper put the Ravens up 
eight. They went up 11 twice, 
the second on a late put back 
by Brian Adams. St. Raymond 
wasn’t able to hold the advan-
tage to secure a big win that 
was there for the taking. 

“They are a good team, 
give them that,” Wilson said. 
“They play hard, but if we 
were a little more mature 
down the stretch we could 
have really took care of the 
lead.” 

RAVENS CAN’T CLOSE 
OUT BISHOP LOUGHLIN

St. Raymond’s Sidney Wilson tries to block Bishop Loughlin’s Idan Tretout. Photo by Jordan Rathkop

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Jane Morris’ preseason ex-

pectations for her young team 
and the sophomore guard 
leading it have already been 
well surpassed.

The longtime Cardinal 
Spellman coach’s squad came 
into the year without an es-
tablished star or a senior who 
has seen signifi cant play-
ing time. Instead the group, 
which is a mix of veterans 
and junior varsity callups, 
bonded quickly and closely. 
Point guard Diamond Chris-
tian has played like an upper-
classman.

“I thought she would make 
more mistakes,” Morris said. 
“I thought she’d have more 
turnovers and I was ready for 
that with a sophomore guard. 
It’s not happening. She is do-
ing a really excellent job for 
us.”

Christian and her quick 
fi rst step to the hoop did ex-
actly that in a convincing 61-
45 win over Medgar Evers at 
the Rose Classic Super Jam 
on Jan. 18 in front of a Naza-
reth gym fi lled with college 
coaches. She scored at game-
high 18 points, got her team-
mates involved and was a 
force on the defensive end.

“Being that she is a soph-
omore doesn’t really matter 
because she plays up to your 
level,” senior guard Leah 
Pinili said. “Other sopho-
mores they say they need ex-
perience, but she is up to [our] 
experience and plays well with 
us just like she is a senior.”   

Christian isn’t new to big 
games. She led the Pilots ju-
nior varsity squad to the Arch-
diocesan title last season That 
experience helped prepare 
her and her teammates for the 
move up to the varsity. 

”It gave us a lot of confi -
dence because we have a great 
bond together,” Christian 
said. 

Her ability to lead a bal-
anced attack has Spellman off 

Young Pilots 
jelling, 

exceeding 
expectations 

Continued on Page 70
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to a 10-2 start overall. Sophomore 
forward Devyn Elliot is a physical 
force in the paint and juniors Nicole 
Hill and Kerri Deans have made con-
sistent contributions  

“We just work well together,” Chris-
tian said. 

Spellman’s best win of the season 
came in a 50-46 victory on the road 
against division rival Moore Catho-
lic. The Mavericks tied the score on 
a Rileigh Wheeler three-pointer with 
7.8 seconds left.  Morris called time 
out and ran an inbounds play espe-
cially for forward Nicole Hill, the 
team’s leading rebounder.  She hit a 
15-foot jumper to put her team ahead 
for good.

“[She] doesn’t score a whole lot of 
points, but scores when you need her 
to type of player,” Morris said. 

The victory over Moore is an ex-
ample of Spellman proving it doesn’t 
need stars like Onia Webb, Ma-
ria Backman, Niajah Morgan and 
Jade Vega to win. This group plans 
on making a run at a third straight 
Archdiocesan title. 

“People thing that because all our 
seniors left there is not really much 
to us,” Pinili said. “It’s up to us to 
show them how good we are and that 
is what we plan to do.”

The play of Spellman sophomore Diamond Christian is a big reason for her team’s early suc-
cess. Photo by Jason Speakman

Senior guard Leah Pinili shoots the ball over 
a Medgar Evers’ defender. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Young Pilots jelling, exceeding expectations 
from Page 69

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
George Pena’s size is no mea-

sure of his impact on the basketball 
court.

The points can pile up in a hurry 
for 5-foot-7 Monsignor Scanlan 
senior, a lightning quick bucket 
in transition, a three-pointer in 
rhythm or a steal and score before 
an opponent knows what hits it. 

“He’s a strong kid, has high-level 
speed,” Scanlan coach Dwayne 
Mitchell said.

The point guard is the Crusad-
ers boys’ basketball team’s leading 
scorer at 16 points per contest, in-
cluding four games of 20 points or 
more. He dropped in 19 of his sea-
son-high 28 points in the first half 
of a win over Monsignor McClancy 
on Jan. 19. The victory keeps Scan-
lan unbeaten in league play and 
tied for first place with Kennedy 
Catholic.

The vintage performance in-
cluded a personal 8-0 run in the 
second quarter to no surprise to his 
teammates. 

“He’s a good kid,” junior wing 
Saquan Singleton said. “He can get 
30 [points] on a good day and an a 
bad day he gets 15, a lot of steals 
and plays a lot of defense.”

Despite Pena success, it hasn’t 
been enough to garner a scholar-
ship offer from college coaches. His 
size is certainly a factor, according 
to Mitchell, but that doesn’t mea-
sure how much he can impose his 

will on a game. Singleton thinks 
Pena is someone you appreciate the 
more you see him play. Mitchell is 
preaching patience to his star, but 
it is hard for frustration not to set 
in at times with his senior season 

hitting the halfway point.
“I feel like people are overlook-

ing me,” Pena said. “They are not 
giving me a chance.” 

Pena has a championship pedi-
gree on top his physical talents. He 
was part of a Crusaders team that 
won the program’s first state Fed-
eration Class B title two years ago 
and lead Scanlan to the CHSAA ‘A’ 
title came last season. 

His steal and score to start the 
fourth quarter short-circuited any 
hope of a McClancy comeback. It’s 
the type of play Mitchell knows he 
needs to get from Pena if his club 
was going to bring another title 
back to The Bronx.

“That’s just his veteran leader-
ship,” Mitchell said. “That’s what 
we have to get out of him.”

Pena’s size can’t measure how 
important he is to Scanlan’s suc-
cess and its journey to moving the 
program to the next level. In the 
process he wants to do enough to 
prove to college coaches he can play 
at theirs. 

“He’s a good player,” Mitch-
ell said. “He is going to play hard. 
Hopefully somebody is going to 
see that and take a chance on that 
kid.” 

“Overlooked” Pena trying to play his way to scholarship

Scanlan point guard George Pena drives to the hoop against McClancy. 
 Photo by Gina Palermo
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Ad is a coupon & must be presented prior to negotiations. Prices exclude taxes, registration fees & title fees. Pictures for illustration purposes only. All cars sold cosmetically as is. 
Not responsible for typo errors. All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis. Offers expire 7 days after publication. NYS DMV #7099068/7099067, NYC DCA #1187918/#1187917.

4070 & 4101 Boston Road 
in the Bronx 

(just off I-95, Exit 13 Conner Street)

855-418-0803  VictoryAutoGroup.com

UNDER $10,000
2006 Nissan 350Z
$8995 

Stk #8096T, 4 cyl, auto, 87K mi. 
BUY FOR 

UNDER $15,000
2012 Honda Accord

$13,995 
Stk #7919, 4 cyl, auto, 39K mi. 

BUY FOR 

UNDER $20,000
2013 Kia Optima

$15,995 
Stk #L156, 4 cyl, auto, 14K mi. 

BUY FOR 

UNDER $25,000
2012 BMW X5

$24,995 
Stk #L1418T, V6, auto, 58K mi.

BUY FOR 

2013 Nissan Altima Stk #8091T, 4 cyl, auto, 62K mi. .......................
$9995

2011 Volkswagen Jetta Stk #7531, 5 cyl, auto, 50K mi.  ..............
$9995

2014 Nissan Sentra Stk #8183, 4 cyl, auto, 50K mi.  ........................
$9995

2014 Nissan Versa Stk #7984, 4 cyl, auto, 56K mi.   ..........................
$9995

2003 Hummer H2 4x4 Stk #L1443T, 8 cyl, auto, 104K mi.   ...........
$9995

2013 Kia Sorento 4x4 Stk #8044, V6, auto, 54K mi.  ...............
$14,995

2013 Hyundai Veloster Stk #7942, 4 cyl, auto, 36K mi.   ........
$12,995

2012 Volkswagen Tiguan Stk #L1145T, 4 cyl, auto, 37K mi.    
$14,995

2012 Nissan Quest Stk #8144, V6, auto, 33K mi.   .....................
$14,995

2013 Nissan Rogue Stk #8100, 4 cyl, auto, 56K mi.   ................
$14,995

2011 Toyota Venza AWD Stk #7263, V6, auto, 40K mi.   ........
$18,995

2012 Nissan Maxima Stk #8135, V6, auto, 41K mi.   ...............
$18,995

2014 Chrysler 300 LTD Stk #7893, V6, auto, 29K mi.  .............
$18,995

2010 Mercedes-Benz ML350 AWD Stk #8557, V6, auto, 58K mi.   .
$19,995

2013 Ford Edge AWD Stk #7605, V6, auto, 59K mi.  ................
$19,995

2012 Acura TL Stk #7658, 4 cyl, auto, 36K mi.    ...........................
$20,995

2013 Acura RDX AWD Stk #8149, V6, auto, 81K mi.   ............
$21,995

2011 Audi Q5 AWD Stk #7859, 4 cyl, auto, 49K mi.   ...............
$24,995

2010 Acura RDX AWD Stk #8152, V6, auto, 32K mi.    ...........
$24,995

2012 Infiniti Q37x AWD Stk #8137, V6, auto, 53K mi.    ........
$24,995

Pick Your Price • Pick Your Car!
UNDER $5000

2000 Acura TL
$3995 

Stk #8186T, V6, auto, 115K mi. 
BUY FOR 

2007 Dodge Charger Stk #850395, V6, auto, 121K mi. .....................
$3995

2004 Toyota Camry Stk #L1369T, 4 cyl, auto, 143K mi.  ....................
$3995

2007 Sicon Tc Stk #L1479T, 4 cyl, auto, 135K mi.  ................................
$4995

2003 Honda Element Stk #L1316T, 4 cyl, auto, 175K mi.  ...............
$4995

2005 Chevrolet Trailblazer 4x4 Stk #L1319T, V6, auto, 102K mi.   .........
$4995
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
IGRT RADIATION THERAPYRADIATION THERAPY-CHEMOTHERAPY-

IMMUNOTHERAPY-CLINICAL STUDIES

COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
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