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TOP BRONX NEWS STORIES

Store manager killed, teen knifed on Square

Holiday Helping Hands

MCSTABBINGS 
CLAIM ONE LIFE

Hutch Metro off-ramp nearing reality
Continued on Page 54

Continued on Page 54

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN 
AND ROBERT WIRSING

It’s been a week of Mc-
Stabbings in the Bronx at the 
world’s largest fast food res-
taurant chain.

Two stabbings occurred in 
the vicinity of two different 
McDonald’s locations this past 
week, one at 5765 Broadway 
in Kingsbridge and the other 
at 16 Westchester Square in 
Westchester Square.

A NYPD spokesman said 
police from the 50th Precinct 
responded to a call of a man 
who was stabbed at the Mc-
Donald’s located at 5765 Broad-

way, a block away from the 
precinct, at approximately 4:27 
a.m. on Monday, January 4.

When law enforcement offi -
cials arrived, they discovered 
that Adam Garcia, the 28-year 
old fast food restaurant night 
manager, had sustained multi-
ple stab wounds to his torso.

EMS responded to the 
scene and transported Gar-
cia, a Kingsbridge resident, to 
New York Presbyterian Hos-
pital Allen Pavilion, where he 
was pronounced deceased.

The alleged suspect was de-
scribed as a homeless man in 
his 30s who was seen at that 

particular McDonald’s loca-
tion on several occasions. 

Garcia, who was working 
after hours with a co-worker, 
found the homeless man loi-
tering in one of the bathroom 
stalls.

When Garcia removed 
him from the bathroom, they 
got into an altercation in the 
parking lot. 

Garcia was slashed in the 
neck with a knife and then 
stabbed multiple times in the 
chest. 

The suspect fl ed the scene 
following the incident.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A direct link for motorists 

travelling southbound on the 
Hutchinson River Parkway to 
the Hutchinson Metro Center 
is nearing reality.  

Elected offi cials and com-
munity leaders, joined by the 
commissioners of the Parks 
Department and the NYC De-
partment of Transportation 
and representatives from 
HMC’s developer Simone De-
velopment, met before the new 
year to discuss a traffi c study 
that appears to be giving a 
green light to an off-ramp into 
the offi ce complex, as well as 
other possible enhancements. 

An attendee, who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity, 
said a key topic at the Friday, 
December 18 meeting was al-
leviating Parks Department 
concerns about losing park-

land.  
To exit into the Huthin-

son Metro Center from the 
Hutchinson River Parkway, 
the off-ramp would gobble up  
some parkland.

Senator Jeff Klein, who an-
nounced he had allocated $1 
million in May 2015 for the 
DOT study, said that the meet-
ing was for the stakeholders to 
express to the city how impor-
tant this is for alleviating traf-
fi c on local roads. 

“This is something that is 
extremely important to allevi-
ate traffi c that exists now, (as 
well as) future traffi c, espe-
cially from the 911 Call Cen-
ter that will be opening soon,” 
said Senator Klein. 

Joseph Kelleher, presi-
dent and chief of operations 
of Hutch Management LLC, 
which runs HMC, expressed 
gratitude for the meeting. 

“We are extremely grateful 
to Senator Klein for bringing 
the DOT and Parks Depart-
ment together with elected 
and community leaders to re-
view plans for this important 
project that will not only bene-
fi t our development, which has 
grown to nearly two million 
square feet of medical, offi ce, 
educational, retail and hospi-
tality space over the past de-
cade and created thousands of 
new jobs, but also the new 911 
Call Center and future Metro 
North train station adjacent to 
our property,” said Kelleher. 

Support for a new access 
road from the Hutch is grow-
ing from the inclusionary 
process of discussions with 
community leaders and com-
munity boards 10 and 11, and 
that a new road into the com-
plex would alleviate traffi c on 

Councilman James Vacca and Patrick Prenaj stand with toys the 
elected offi cial donated to an Albanian American Open Hand As-
sociation and Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association holiday 
toy and food drive. The items were collected by the civic groups, 
and delivered to families in need on Tuesday, December 22.
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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OUR LADY OF HOPE CREMATION GARDEN 
NOW OPEN AT ST. RAYMOND’S CEMETERY

Selection and Purchase Available
Please contact Marlene at the Cemetery office at 718-792-2080 for more information

LIKE us on Facebook; www.facebook.com/StRaysCem.Main    or follow us on Twitter@StRaysCem

Cremation is permitted by the Catholic Church and 
Catholics are reminded that the cremains (ashes) are to 
be treated with respect and dignity. Cremains should be 
buried immediately after a Funeral Mass and cremains 
should never be displayed or stored in an urn at home or 
sprinkled over land or water. Just as a body is reverently 
buried after a Funeral Mass so, too, should cremains be 
buried reverently with prayer and holy water. 

Our Lady of Hope Cremation Garden will be a proper 
resting place for your loved ones in our well-cared for 
and well-maintained mausoleum area. Families for 
financial reasons may select a niche in the new garden 
with a religious burial service celebrated there.

La cremación es permitida por la Iglesia Católica y
católicos son recordados que las cenizas deben de ser
tratadas con respeto y dignidad. Las cenizas debe ser
enterradas inmediatamente después de una Misa
Fúnebrey. Las cenizas nunca deban ser exhibidas o
almacenadas en una urna en casa, ni rociadas sobre
tierra o agua. Así como un cuerpo es enterrado
reverentemente después de una Misa Fúnebre, así
también deben las cenizas ser enterradas
reverentemente con oraciones y agua bendita.

Nuestro Jardín de Cremación Nuestra Señora de
la Esperanza será un lugar de descanso apropiado para
nuestros seres queridos en el área del mausoleo que es
bien-cuidada y bien-mantenida. Las familias por
razones financieras pueden seleccionar un nicho en este
Nuevo jardín y un funeral religioso sera celebrado allí.
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HEALTH PLANS FOR $0 OR $20 PER MONTH

MKT 15.71v1

WHERE
DO I
CLICK?

THE 
LOWEST 
COST 
Health 
PLAN 
ONLINE?

Quality Cafe & Restaurant was forced out of its location after 30 years in business 
 Madeline Anthony

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
It’s 11 a.m. on a Monday morning and 

there is a gate pulled down over Steve’s 
Convenience store on Westchester Av-
enue. 

Next door Quality Cafe and Restau-
rant is empty of both people and fur-
nishings with the exception of a sign at 
the hostess station telling imaginary 
customers to ‘please pay here’. 

Mona’s Eyebrow Threading in the 
adjoining building is in disarray. 

These three small businesses at 
the corner of Westchester Avenue and 
Crosby Avenue in Pelham Bay have 
been forced out of their locations to 
make way for a TD Bank, which will ab-
sorb the corner site.

Quality Cafe and Restaurant has 
thrived on the corner for 30 years. 

George Katsmanis,  co-owner of the 
restaurant, said the landlord offered 
him $30,000 to end his lease a year and a 
half early so the property could be sold 
to TD bank, a proposition Katsmanis re-
fused. 

“He told me you can’t pay what 
they’re paying and wanted me to get 
out,” said Katsmanis, “Obviously I 
stayed until the end. I was a great 
tenant...I paid the rent on time and they 
kind of screwed me.” 

The business will now move across 
the street to 1805 Edison Avenue and 
feature a new name - ‘Quality Grill and 
Gyro’.  

Breakfast will be served until noon 
instead of all day because the space is 
limited. 

“Hopefully it can become a dinner 
again, the business will suffer because 
we can’t do it the same way with the 
space now,” said Katsmanis.  

Mona’s Eyebrow Threading has 
been in business for a good amount of 
time too - nearly ten years. 

Sami Abdul, the owner of eyebrow 

threading business, is clearly deter-
mined not to let the move effect his prof-
its. 

The date is January 4, and although 
it looks forlorn and empty, its still open 
for business. 

Abdul tells me they will close around 
8 or 9 tonight, and re-open the next day 
at a new location, 1757 Crosby Avenue, 
just 240 feet away.  

The store will be called “Sami’s 
Beauty Salon”.

Although the new location so close, 
Abdul said he is sorry to see the store 
go. 

“The move is a little sad, all the cus-
tomers know this place, but what can 
we do, the lease was over,” said Abdul. 

The tenants were not given the op-
tion to re-new their leases, but Abdul 
says he was given notice and came to an 
agreement with the owner about leav-
ing.

Lisa Sawicki, corporate communica-
tions manager of TD Bank, says the cor-
poration sees potential in the Bronx. 

“Although it’s corporate policy not to 
comment on the details of a site in devel-
opment...what I can tell you is that we 
feel there is a lot of growth opportunity 
in Pelham Bay,” said Sawicki. 

She said the location was chosen be-
cause it provides the bank with high vis-
ibility and easy access for customers.  

Sawicki mentioned instant debit 
cards, seven day banking, a free Penny 
Arcade interactive coin counting ma-
chine, and local lenders as some of the 
perks the new business will bring to the 
area. 

“Part of our philosophy is also to 
give back to the communities where 
our customers and employees live and 
work, and become an active community 
partner,” said Sawicki. 

The bank is expected to open its 
doors in late 2016 or early 2017.

New bank forces 3 
businesses to shut
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1001 CITTY ISLANDD AVEENUE | BBRROONNNXXX, NNYY 110004466444 || TTEELLEEPPHHHOONNEE:: 334477--668800--338865 | EMAAIL: SCCAVEELLOPP@AOOOL.COM

PRESENTS

SPECIAL GUEST DJ
CHRIS NAVATTA | NON-STOP ENTERTAINMENT

Give your valentine  
the gift of freestyle

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12 | STARTS 9PM
ENTRANCE $125 INDIVIDUAL

GROUPS OF 8 OR MORE DISCOUNTED RATES

FOUR COURSE SIT DOWN DINNER
UNLIMITED BEER AND HOUSE WINE

718-885-2570

PERFORMING LIVE

“It’s a ‘HIT.” No pun intended!” FOX TV

“It’s guaranteed to give you more laughs… 
This is actually funny!” DAILY NEWS

Forget a date, bring an alibi!

Friday, January 8th, 8pm
Interactive Comedy Murder Mystery Show 

with a 4-course Dinner, Unlimited Wine, 
Dancing and a Show!

$90 per ticket
To buy tickers, call 718-885-2570

or email scavellop@aol.com
*A small convenience fee will be charge to all tickets to cover  

the tax and service.
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Saturday JANUARY 16, 10:30 a.m.                 Wednesday JANUARY 20, 6:30 p.m.
Lehman Campus, Music Building, 1st floor, East Dining Room

Certified Clinical Medical Assistant  
Medical Billing and Coding

Home Health Aide
Certified Nursing Assistant C.N.A

EKG/Phlebotomy, Nurse Technician  
Dental Assistant

Pharmacy Technician
Alcoholism and Substance Abuse 

Counseling
Child Care C.D.A

Business Bookkeeping
Personal Financial Planning

IRS Enrolled Agent
Real Estate Salesperson

Cisco Certified Networking Technician
Graphic and Web Design

Microsoft Office Specialist

Meet with  
Industry Experts!

CAREER INFORMATION SEMINARS 

LEHMAN COLLEGE
SCHOOL OF CONTINUING &  
PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

718-960-8512   
www.lehman.cuny.edu/ce

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A new hotel is planned for 

the Bronx.
According to multiple 

sources, the construction of a 
4-story hotel was fi led for 646 
Gerard Avenue.

The proposed project, 
which will measure out to over 
18,000 square feet in total, will 
included 67 hotel rooms that 
will average out to just over 
275 square feet each.

The location of the pro-
posed project is just three 
blocks north of the 149th 
Street/Grand Concourse sub-
way station.

The property owner and 
developer, Nehalhumar Gan-
dhi, has fi led applications for 
the project, and is expected to 
meet with the borough presi-
dent’s offi ce director of Plan-
ning and Development Wil-
helm Ronda within the next 
month, according to Ronda.

“When a new hotel is 
planned for development, it is 
important that this process in-
cludes the developer meeting 
with the borough president’s 
offi ce to discuss their plans 
and their vision of the proj-

Four-story hotel slated for Gerard Ave.
ect,” Ronda said. “This part of 
the process is crucial, because 
even though hotels are a need 
in the borough, we need to 
make sure that the developer 
knows and follows the rules 
and regulations for the area, 
and that is in the overall best 
interest for the community.”

Wilhelm also mentioned 
that the location of the pro-
posed hotel is unique, consid-
ering that it is slated for a nar-
row one-way street as opposed 
to the Opera House Hotel on 
149th Street and the Marriott 
Residence Inn at the Hutchin-
son Metro Center Atrium, 
both located on major com-
mercial thoroughfares.

“We absolutely welcome 
hotels in the Bronx, just as 
long as they are genuine ho-
tels,” said Marlene Cintron, 
president of the Bronx Over-
all Economic Development 
Corporation, who mentioned 
that tourism in the borough 
has expanded by nearly 15% 
percent in the past year. “This 
planned hotel defi nitely has 
potential - it is within close 
proximity to Manhattan, Yan-
kee Stadium and it is located 

near multiple public transpor-
tation hubs.”

“Even though the hotel is 
not located directly in our dis-
trict, it will have a big infl u-
ence on many of the businesses 
in the south Bronx,” said Cary 
Goodman, executive director 
of the 161st Street Business 
Improvement District.

“The board welcomes a ho-
tel in the district because it is 
needed,” said Kathleen Saun-
ders, Commuity Board 4 chair-
person. However the members 
have not seen the plan yet, she 
added.

The proposed hotel site, 
which is an as-of-right proj-
ect, meaning that it complies 

with all applicable zoning reg-
ulations and does not require 
any discretionary action by 
the Board of Standards and 
Appeals or the City Planning 
Commission, is currently a 
parking lot located next to 
Dugout Sports Bar & Restau-
rant at 120 E. 151st Street.

The proposed hotel site, 646 Gerard Avenue, is currently a parking lot located next to a sports bar and restau-
rant. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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FRESH FOODS

LEADING BRANDS

Expires 1/8/16.

 BJs.com/bronx 

AM PM OON PM

AM PM AM PM

OON PM

BJs.com/terms.

2% back on most in-Club and BJs.com purchases.  
Save $20 and get 2 FREE bonus months!

Save $10 and get 2 FREE bonus months! 

AMAZING SAVINGS
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The Divas will hold an over-
night bus trip to Mohegan Sun 
Casino in Connecticut leaving 
on  Monday, February 29 and 
returning Tuesday, March 1.

Bus will depart at 8:30 a.m. 
on Monday, February 29 at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 
3243 Ampere Avenue.

The trip will include trans-
portation, two lunches, $30 
play money, complete break-

Mohegan Sun Casino trip
fast at Quality Inn Hotel and 
driver’s tip.

Double occupancy is $125. 
per person, single occupancy 
is $145 per person, bus seating 
according to date of payment. 
If inclement weather condi-
tions, trip will be resched-
uled.

Call Fran Arico at (718) 828-
5073 for tickets and further in-
formation.

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
ALL MEATS CUSTOM CUT

YOUR WAY

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE
DELIVERY

ON PURCHASES OVER $50

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm
Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919
1554 Paulding Ave
Bronx, NY 10462

 COME IN AND 
HAVE A FREE CUP 

OF COFFEE

www.giordanosbigg.com

$999 lb.

JUMBO SHRIMP ON ICE $999 lb.

TILAPIA FILET $399 lb.

MEAT • FISH • DELI
GROCERY • WE DELIVER
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD BUTCHER HERE 7 DAYS A WEEK

SAVE

$5999
ALL THIS FOR

VARIETY PACK

1 lb Veal Cutlets
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Spare Ribs
2 lbs CC Pork Chops
2 lbs Beef Stew
2 lbs Chuck Chop

2 lbs Chuck Filet
2 lbs Sh. London Broil
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Sh. Lamb Chops
2 lbs Beef Stew
2 lbs Shell Steak
2 lbs Club Steak
2 lbs Chicken Legs
2 Lbs Chicken Breasts
2 lbs Chuck Chop
2 lbs Sausage
2 lbs CC Pork Chops

CADILLAC PLAN

$14995
ALL THIS FOR

SAVE

6 lbs Chicken (2)
2 lbs Italian Sausage
1 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs CC Pork Chops
2 lbs Chuck Chop

$4499
ALL THIS FOR

THIS IS INSANE

SAVE

BEEF AND PORK ON SALE - CUSTOM CUT FREE

FISH SALE

HAM
TURKEY

DILUSSO GENOA

DELI SALE

DOMESTIC SWISS
PROVOLONE

MUNSTER
MOZZARELLA

AMERICAN 
CHEESE

$599 lb.

 HONEY HAM
HONEY TURKEY

BUFFALO CHICKEN
LACEY SWISS $799 lb.

YOUR
CHOICE

$599 lb.

YOUR
CHOICE

$899 lb.

$899 lb.

$899 lb.

HAM $499 lb.

WHOLE FANCY
PORK LOINS $199 lb.

CHOPS
WHOLE BONELESS

STRIP LOINS $599 lb.

RIB STEAKS

$399 lb.OXTAILS

$399 lb.GOAT MEAT

15 LB
BOX

16-20 CT.

BABY LOBSTER TAILS $199 ea.

GROCERY SALE

EXTRA VIRGIN OLIVE OIL
$1999

CLUB SIZE

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

SPECTRUM ORGANIC

COCONUT OIL

BUY 1 GET 2nd
HALF PRICE

CLUB SIZE

OSCAR MEYER
THICK CUT BACON

BISCOTTI CRANBERRY-PISTACHIO
THINSTER COOKIE THINS

TERRA POTATO CHIPS
SNIKIDDY MAC & CHEESE PUFFS

SKINNY GUINOA STICKS

CUSTOM CUT FREE

HALF PRICE SALE

2 BOTTLES

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, N.Y, 10465 
or e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.com. 
Please include a phone number 
or a way to contact you in case of 
questions. 

Performers Edge 

Starts Season

Performers Edge Dancers 
started their season off strong. 
On Friday, November 7, Per-
formers Edge dancers attended 
a workshop in New York City. 
After a long day of classes the 
dancers headed over to another 
location to Artistic Dance Ex-
change competition. The danc-
ers shared the stage with so 
much talent which made them 
so anxious to hit the stage for 
the fi rst time this season. Each 
dancer left their heart on that 
stage wowing the judges with 
the level of technique at such 
young ages. All soloists came 
in the top ten highest scor-
ing overalls as well as their 
groups. 

Artistic Dance Exchange 
is the only dance competition 
that gives their dancers the op-
portunity to compete for the 
chance to perform at a gala 
in Spain. Congratulations to 
Amber McCrink for winning 
a full scholarship to attend 
classes at a workshop in Spain 
and also to perform her win-
ning solo at the Spain Gala dur-
ing the summer of 2016. 

Huge congratulations to 
Skylin Rodriguez, Amber 

McCrink, Taylor Iocovello, 
Serena Maldacker, Paloma 

Chrissotimos, Nicolette 

Petriello and Angelina Du-
ran on their special invitation 
to perform on Thursday, May 
22 at the Spring Gala in Spain 
for the highest scoring group at 
the competition. The judges as 
well as the director of the com-
petition Juan Borona, were so 
impressed with their piece cho-
reographed by Tokyo that they 
are sending them to Spain for 
four days. 

This is a dream come true 
for these dancers as they are 
going to showcase their talent 

at the gala as well as perform-
ing with other talented dancers 
all over the world. This is only 
the beginning of what the fu-
ture holds for these girls.

We would like to congratu-
late Stefanie for all her hard 
work she puts into each  and 

every dancer to make sure they 
look perfect and Tokyo for his 
amazing choreography that al-
lowed these girls the opportu-
nity. We cannot wait to see all the 
pictures and hear all the amaz-
ing stories from this experience.

Performers Edge Dancers.
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42nd PCT.
Sunday, December 27, 2015, 5:25 a.m. -- 

A suspect approached a 45-year-old cab driver 
and a 45-year-old female passenger as they sat 
inside a cab on Vyse Avenue. The suspect pro-
ceeded to open the driver side door and display 
a firearm, demanding the victims’ property. The 
suspect removed cabbie’s Galaxy 4 cell phone as 
well as approximately $175 in cash.  Additional-
ly, the suspect removed passengers purse which 
contained approximately $995 in cash. The sus-
pect then fled to parts unknown. The suspect is 
described as a male black, wearing a gray hood-
ed sweatshirt and blue jeans. 

46th PCT. 
Thursday, October 29, 2015, 10:08 p.m. -- 

Police responded to a call of a fire inside of 1758 
Weeks Avenue. Upon arrival, police observed a 
53-year-old male, unconscious, being treated by 
EMS. The male was transported to Bronx Leb-
anon Hospital, where he was pronounced de-
ceased. 

Monday, December 14, 2015, 4:00 p.m. 

-- At the intersection of Morris Avenue and East 
182nd Street, four unknown male suspects stopped 
their vehicle behind the vehicle containing the vic-
tims. The suspects exited their black 4-door sedan 

and approached the victim’s vehicle, identifi ed them-
selves as police offi cers and instructed the victims, a 
47-year-old male, a 26-year-old male and a 29-year-
old male, to step out of their 2009 Chrysler Town & 
Country minivan. 

One of the four suspects entered the victim’s 
minivan and fl ed the scene while the other suspects 
fl ed in their sedan. 

The suspects are four male Hispanics, 20-35 
years old, with medium heights and builds. They 
wore shields around their necks, baseball caps and 
what appeared to be protective vests. 

Monday, December 28, 2015, 6:40 p.m. 

--  Suspects entered a commercial businesses 
located at 224 E. Fordham Road, where they ap-
proached a 19-year-old male. One suspect be-
gan to punch him while another suspect stabbed 
him in the torso.  After assaulting the victim, both 
suspects fled the location.  

52nd PCT.
On Wednesday, December 30, 2015 - Po-

lice responded to a call of an unconscious male in 
front of 3340 Decatur Avenue. Upon arrival, offi-
cers discovered an unconscious and unidentified 
male in his 20’s, with multiple stab wounds to the 
torso. EMS also responded and transported the 
male to Montefiore Hospital, where he was pro-
nounced deceased. There are no arrests and the 
investigation is ongoing.

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

From our million-dollar art collection to 
our unbelievable Hudson River views and 
holistic care approach, we make skilled 
nursing care truly sweet.

Home Sweet
Hebrew Home.
We’re not your grandfather’s
nursing home.

Start living forward at

1.800.56.SENIOR
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Together, We Can

ArchCare Advantage HMO SNP is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in ArchCare Advantage depends on 
contract renewal. This plan is available to anyone with Medicare who meets the Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) level of care.  This information 
is available for free in other languages. Please call our customer service number at 800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, Sunday-Saturday, 
8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  Esta información está disponible gratis en otros idiomas. Por favor llame a nuestro número de servicio al cliente al 
800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, de domingo a sábado, de 8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premi-
um. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, copayments, and restric-
tions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year.  Star ratings are based on 
five stars. Star ratings are assessed each year and may change from one year to the next.
* Maximum of $50 per month. Unused amounts do not carry over.

Together, we can keep
you healthy and enjoying life

With ArchCare Advantage HMO Special Needs Plan you get 

all the benefits of Medicare plus valuable extra features at No Additional Cost 

beyond your usual Medicare premiums.

$600 a year to spend on OTC health items* 

Doctor visits with little or no co-pay

Full prescription drug coverage 

Preventive care to keep you out of the hospital 

Your own personal care manager

Health Plans and Nursing Home Alternatives | Home Care | Skilled Nursing Care
Rehabilitation | Assisted Living | Specialized Care | Palliative Care | Hospice

We’re here to help.
800-373-3177 
TTY/TDD: 800-662-1220  
8 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
seven days a week
www.archcareadvantage.org 

H1777_Print_2016_Accepted

�����������������
ArchCare Advantage has received an

overall rating of 4 STARS (Above Average)

from Medicare.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Bronx GOP’s
out-of-touch

Hillary’s not
culpable

Dear editor,
The late Bronx Republican 

Party chairmen Paul Fino, 
John Calandra and Guy Vel-
lela would be shocked at the 
current state of affairs for 
their once beloved Bronx Re-
publican Party, ‘Bronx GOP 
holds Winter Wonderland’ 
(Patrick Rocchio -- December 
31).  

Up until the 1960s, a ma-
jority of registered voters and 
public offi cials from the Bronx 
were of Jewish/Italian and 
Irish origins. Subsequently, 
Puerto Rican, Hispanic and 
African Americans grew in 
numbers challenging the old 
guard. 

Most recently, Mexicans, 
Dominicans and others from 
various Caribbean and Cen-
tral American communities; 
Koreans, Chinese, Indian and 
others from various Asian 
communities along with the 
Gay and Lesbian communities 
now constitute a majority of 
registered Bronx Democrats. 

Enrolled Bronx Democrats 
outnumber Republicans over 
ten to one. There are fewer 
Bronx Republicans than any 
other borough within NYC ac-
cording to the New York State 
Board of Elections statistics 
as of November 2015 there are 
496,543 Democrats, 37,664 Re-
publicans, 86,673 Blank (no 
party affi liation), 2,898 Con-
servative, 520 Green, 2,654 
Working Family, 12,715 Inde-
pendence and 163 other for a 
total of 639,833 Bronx enrolled 
voters. 

Crossover Democrats, who 
voted for former presidents 
Reagan and Bush senior in 
the 1980s, former Senator 
D’Amato in 1980 - 1998; for-
mer Governor Pataki in 1994 
- 2002, former Mayor Giuliani 
in the 1990s along with Mayor 
Bloomberg in 2001, 2005 and 
2009 continue to move out of 
town, retire out of state or suc-
cumb to old age. 

There are no successful 
GOP outreach to new Carib-
bean, Hispanic, Asian, other 
immigrant groups or middle 
class African Americans. 
Once the GOP loses an incum-
bent city council, assembly, 
state senator or congressional 

representative, they are never 
able to reclaim the district. 
Remnants of the Bronx GOP 
can now fi t in one of those 
old-fashion street corner tele-
phone booths which disap-
peared decades ago.

Larry Penner

Dear editor,
In his latest column CO-

MACTA spokesman Frank 
Vernuccio smears former Sec-
retary of State Hillary Clin-
ton.  He states that she “aban-
doned Americans, then lied to 
the American public” about 
the Benghazi affair, using 
“evidence” provided by Judi-
cial Watch, a right wing legal 
group founded by a conspiracy 
theorist named Larry Klay-
man.  

It is hard to imagine an in-
dividual with less credibility 
than Klayman who has de-
clared, “ the president obvi-
ously believes in Sharia law” 
and claims that ISIS has a 
base in Mexico, despite inves-
tigations by the Department 
of Homeland Security and the 
Mexican government proving 
that such a base does not ex-
ist.  

The U.S. House Select Com-
mittee on Benghazi has been 
examining this incident since 
September 2014, spending mil-
lions of taxpayer dollars and 
has uncovered absolutely no 
wrongdoing on Mrs. Clinton’s 
part.  Republican Kevin Mc-
Carthy admitted that the true 
purpose of the committee was 
to tarnish the image of Clin-
ton and damage her presiden-
tial chances.  If this politically 
motivated wild goose chase 
could not discover culpability 
on Clinton’s part, be assured 
there is no culpability, despite 
the insinuations of Vernuccio 
and company. 

Pasqual Pelosi

De Blasio caused
Lehman issue

Dear editor,
So now I understand that 

all is quiet in the Lehman Ed-
ucational Campus although 
back on December 3, right be-
fore the Christmas-New Year’s 

recess, it was reported in your 
newspaper that a 14-year old 
male school brat was arrested 
by the 45th Precinct pulling 
the fi re alarm in school which 
sent the high school body into 
Tremont Avenue.

Mayor De Blasio has al-
lowed these high school brats 
to bring into school all types 
of cell phones. Expect more 
of the same type of pranks 
these high school brats at Le-
hman High School have been 
pulling for the past few weeks 
now.

All the school brats need 
at Lehman High School now 
is a very good strong police 
brutality alibi and some ex-
agarations here and there, 
plus some lies thrown in that 
would get both the NYPD and 
even the fi re department into 
hot water.

Moreover, the people 
waiting for their bus at 
Westchester Square should 
not be unnerved by the stu-
dents’ antics.

Joseph P. Wall

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION 
AND RATES CALL (718) 260-4593

Dear editor,
Let’s mark our calen-

dars to remind us that 2015 
was the year our illustrious 
leaders Barack Obama, Paul 
Ryan, Mario Cuomo, Bill de 
Blasio and both the Federal 
and NYC DOE, came together 
and formulated a strategy to 
get a quality education in our 
failed school systems back on 
track.  

On December 10, Presi-
dent Obama signed the ‘Ev-
ery Student Succeeds Act’. 
He called the act a “Christ-
mas Miracle” because of the 
bipartisan support that made 
the legislation possible, re-
placing the ‘No Child Left 
Behind Act’.  You see this act 
was made possible by the Re-
publican-controlled Senate 
and House working together 
with the Democrats. 

On December 11, Gov-
ernor Cuomo announced a 
“total reboot for the contro-
versial New York Common 
Core Standard”.  The teach-
ers union and education ac-
tivists cheered that Cuomo 
postponed until 2019 the role 
that state tests would be used 

More failure
on the way

in teacher evaluations.  The 
change comes amid an on-
going softening of academic 
standards, especially after 
almost 240,000 students (with 
parental approval) refused to 
take the tests. (Patients took 
over the asylum).

In November Team de Bla-
sio and schools chancellor 
Carmen Fariña have put an 
end to years of failed schools.  
They vowed to stop closing 
failed schools and rolled out 
a three-year, $150 million ‘re-
newal’ plan to improve those 
formerly failed schools.

Under No Child Left Be-
hind if a child was in any 
school failing to meet perfor-
mance benchmarks in read-
ing or math for two consecu-
tive years that child’s family 
had a choice.  Families whose 
children attended one of 
these schools ‘had’ to be of-
fered the option to transfer 
to any other district school 
that was not so identifi ed.  
That’s option is gone under 
the Christmas Miracle.

Those 240,000 kids who 
opted out because their par-
ents were up in arms com-
plaining there’s too much 
pressure on their kids.  The 
little darlings should not 
have to take tests to show 
they mastered their course 
work.  

NYS Superintendent Da-
vid Aderhold apologized that 
school has become a ‘perpet-
ual achievement machine.’ 
Rather than take Regents ex-
ams, Aderhold espouses that 
school exams take a ‘holistic’ 
approach.

Mayor de Blasio and the 
NAACP appear to be buying 
into this.  They want to re-
duce the role competitive ex-
ams plays in admissions to 
Stuyvesant, Brooklyn Tech, 
Bronx Science in favor of the 
holistic approach.  It seems 
too many hard working 
Asian kids are getting into 
these schools.

Our leaders are of one 
mind; parents don’t need 
school choice; schools don’t 
need standards; kids and 
their parents agree that they 
should not have to take ex-
ams. We now have a strat-
egy and next year we’ll hear 
that the strategy is working. 
Want to bet?

Carl J. Cannizzaro
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GRADUATE OPEN HOUSE
ALL FOUR CAMPUSES � WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13

When it comes to developing 
world-class teachers like Mrs. R, 
we wrote the book.

Gissania Roman
M.S. in Childhood Education (Grades 1 - 6) and Students with Disabilities ’14

Currently Second Grade Teacher - P.S. 83, Bronx, NY

Top College in New York for
SHAPING THE NEXT GENERATION -

OnlineCollegesDatabase.org
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#1 Studio For The Past 35 Years!
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPIONS!

www.fancyfeet.com

NOW REGISTERING FOR OUR FALL CLASSES

Monday–Friday, 3:00–9:00pm
Saturday, 9:00–6:00pm

Unionport Road
1306 Unionport RD

Castle Hill
Parkchester Area

347-691-3443

Crosby Avenue
1628 Crosby Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461
718-824-1981

Allerton Avenue
1295 Allerton Avenue

Bronx, NY 10469
718-405-5136

CLASSES IN: NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPION COMPETITION TEAM!
WE’RE #1 WITH MOMS!

ABT, MTV, 
Broadway and Dance Companies

Only

Get social!

VISIT US AT 
ONE OF OUR 
3 LOCATIONS

Nobody Does it Like Fancy Feet!

Register online at

www.fancyfeet.com
It’s quick and easy!

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A decade after Roberto Cle-

mente promised to help those 
in need, Bronxites have joined 
the late baseball legend’s life 
mission.

Last Thursday, December 
31, Project Club Clemente and 
the Bronx YMCA announced 
the beginning of their joint 
sports equipment drive, ‘Op-
eration: Batter-Up’ which pays 
homage to the late all-star out-
fi elder. 

From Thursday, December 
31 until Thursday, January 
21, baseball equipment such 
as cleats, batting gloves, bats, 
usable baseball balls, helmets, 
catchers’ equipment, fi eld-
ing gloves, supporting equip-
ment like chest guards and 
jock straps, water bottles, sun-
glasses, baseball T-shirts and 
other baseball related equip-
ment can be donated to this 
worthy cause.

Eliezer Rodriguez, Esq., 
PCC’s founder and CEO, said 
all equipment donated to Op-
eration: Batter-Up will be 
shipped to the YMCA in Nica-
ragua and will be distributed 
among the South American 
countries’ many little leagues. 

Club Clemente, YMCA host ‘Operation: Batter-Up’
He added they are working 

with Nicaraguan represen-
tatives to ensure these items 
reach their intended destina-
tions.

He said the sports equip-
ment drive has received sup-
port from the Bronx Bombers 
Baseball Program who do-
nated sports items a few days 
before it began.

Rodriguez added Ray Ne-
gron, special consultant of 
the New York Yankees, has 
pledged batting practice base-
balls for the drive and the Vic-
torious Warriors’ co-founders 
Diana Diffut, Bernice Tor-
res and Regina Padilla have 
pledged to collect 300 pieces of 
sporting equipment to donate 
to the cause.

“We are proud to partner 
with PCC and work on ‘Op-
eration Batter-Up’, said Shar-
lene Brown, Bronx YMCA ex-
ecutive director. “We are very 
grateful for this humanitar-
ian gesture as the kids in Ni-
caragua are in great need of 
baseball equipment.”  

Founded in September 
2000, PCC was established to 
educate, promote and cele-
brate the memory of the great 
humanitarian and baseball 

Hall of Famer who died on De-
cember 31, 1972 while deliv-
ering 16,000 pounds of aid to 
Nicaraguan earthquake vic-
tims.

During the off-season, Cle-
mente was well-known for 
spending the majority of his 
time conducting charity work 
to help those in need.

When the Nicaraguan capi-

tal of Managua was struck by 
a 6.2 magnitude earthquake 
on December 23, 1972 result-
ing in 6,000 killed, 20,000 in-
jured and over 250,000 resi-
dents left homeless, Clemente, 
who had visited the capital 
three weeks prior, embarked 
on a relief mission.

The Pittsburg Pirates right 
fi elder’s fi rst three deliver-

ies were diverted by corrupt 
Somoza government offi cials 
and they never reached the 
victims.

Always determined to help, 
Rodriguez explained Clem-
ente accompanied the fourth 
relief fl ight hoping his pres-
ence would ensure their deliv-
ery. 

However, Clemente’s 
charted a Douglas DC-7 cargo 
plane crashed into the Atlantic 
Ocean immediately after take-
off on December 31, 1972. His 
body was never recovered.   

Thirty three years later 
on December 31, 2005, PCC es-
tablished the ‘Flight for Hu-
manity (Mr. Clemente’s Last 
At-Bat)’ to accomplish Clem-
ente’s fi nal humanitarian ef-
fort.

PCC is asking the commu-
nity, baseball fans and those 
who have been infl uenced 
by Clemente to step up to the 
plate in donating to Opera-
tion: Batter-Up. 

For additional informa-
tion, contact Rodriguez at ei-
ther (917) 299-5610 or at eliezer.
rodriguez3781@facebook.com 
or visit www.projectclubcle-
mente.org.   

Ray Negron, special consultant with the New York Yankees (l) congratu-
lates Eliezer Rodriguez, Esq. and Project Club Clemente for their decade 
of service and on their ‘Operation: Batter-Up’. 
 Photo courtesy of Project Club Clemente, Inc.
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Introducing new, 
expanded hours  
at The New York  
Public Library
      More morning hours 

      More evening hours 

      Sunday hours now at 7 locations

CHECK US OUT. 

LEARN MORE: NYPL.ORG/NEWHOURS
92 LOCATIONS • BRONX • MANHATTAN • STATEN ISLAND
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718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

SALE

    

25%
OFF WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 

Organic Foods Herbs Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 01/31/16

50%
OFF

BY ROBERT WIRSING
After 56 years of service, 

an iconic Parkchester bakery 
closed shop last week.

Located at 29 Hugh J. Grant 
Circle, Zaro’s Bread Basket 
offi cially closed its doors on 
Monday, December 28 after 
serving the Parkchester com-
munity since 1959.

Signs displayed on Zaro’s 
front door informed the pub-
lic of the local icon’s closure 
and explained their landlord, 
Olshan Properties, would not 
renew the store’s lease which 
was set to expire on Thursday, 
December 31.

“We have a long history 
of working with small store 
operators and entrepreneur-
ial tenants. Unfortunately, 
Zaro’s Bakery could not meet 
the terms for renewal for this 
space,” said Jim Davis, Olshan 
Properties senior vice presi-
dent of leasing. “However, we 
are currently trying to work 
with them on another store lo-
cation at Parkchester.”

An exact relocation site 
for Zaro’s has yet to be deter-
mined as of press time.

Scott Zaro, co-owner Stu-
art Zaro’s son, said their 

Parkchester Zaro’s Bread Basket loses lease

Parkchester closure was unan-
ticipated and though Olshan 
claims they gave Zaro’s the op-
portunity to renew their lease, 
he says this was not the case. 

He explained they received 
a letter from Olshan stating 
their lease would not be re-
newed.

Scott  said the Parkchest-
er store’s last day saw many 
of his family members, Zaro 
business associates and loyal 
customers in attendance to en-
joy the bakery’s trademark de-
licious challah, bobka, black 
and white cookies and rugge-
lach.

“We’re grateful for the 56 
years we had at Parkchester 
and it wouldn’t have been pos-
sible without our loyal custom-
ers and employees supporting 
us throughout the years,” said 
Scott. “Although, we’re sad-
dened by the loss of this store, 
we will keep moving forward 
and see about opening another 
Bronx location in the near fu-
ture.”  

Scott said Zaro’s has re-
ceived several emails from 
business brokers and compa-
nies following the news, but 
nothing has been fi nalized.

According to a Community 

Board 9 spokeswoman, the  
Zaro’s location will now fea-
ture a Boston Market.

She added that residents 
have been contacting the 
board to express their sadness 
about the bakery’s sudden de-
parture.

The CB 9 spokeswoman fur-
ther stated that Zaro’s closing, 
coupled with another nearby 
bakery’s demise, has left the 
area without a local bakery to 
satisfy their cravings.

Leonard’s Bakery located 
at 1572 White Plains Road, was 
forced to close, along with sev-
eral other veteran businesses, 

to make away for a mixed-use 
development.

Sarah Alleyne, a 
Parkchester resident for 45 
years, was surprised to hear 
Zaro’s was closing. 

Alleyne, the P.S. 106 parent 
association president, said she 
often asked Zaro’s Bread Bas-
ket to donate to school events 
which they gladly did.

Founded in 1927, Zaro’s 
Bread Basket is a fourth-gen-
eration family-owned and op-
erated business that began 
after Joseph Zaro’s arrival to 
Ellis Island from Poland. 

By 1976, Joseph’s sons, Phil 
and William, had established 
the business as a 20-store 
chain with locations in New 
York and New Jersey.

The following year they 
opened their Grand Central 
store, which paved the way for 
them to open one in Penn Sta-
tion.

Keeping with tradition, 
co-owners Stuart and Joseph 
Zaro, Scott’s uncle, oversee 
the present day to day opera-
tions for the family business.

For more information 
about Zaro’s Bread Basket, 
visit www.zaro.com.

Zaro’s Bread Basket located at 29 Hugh J. Grant Circle has closed its doors after serving the Parkchester com-
munity for nearly 56 years. Community News Group / Robert Wirsing
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TRANSFER DAY
ALL FOUR CAMPUSES � MONDAY, JANUARY 11

��Personal attention - meet with 
    your personal mentor on average, 
    16 times per semester*

� Affordable - one of the lowest 
    private tuitions in the country

��Distinguished faculty

��Maximum number of 
    credits accepted†

��Over 90 undergraduate and graduate 
    degree � certi�cate programs

� Flexible scheduling - days, nights, 
    weekends & online

* The national average is just 3 times per semester. † Up to 75 credits from a two-year institution or up to 90 credits from a four-year institution. Most other colleges only accept up to 60 transfer credits.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Blanche Rifkin-Comras, described 

as a pillar of the community, has passed 
away at the age of 99. 

Rifkin-Comras was a longtime Com-
munity Board 11 member for three de-
cades, a member of both the Jacobi and 
Einstein hospital community advisory 
boards and on the board of directors of 
Bronx House. 

She died on Thursday, December 31.  
Elected offi cials and community 

leaders recalled that she tirelessly 
served her community. Several said she 
had a special affi nity for public health 
issues. 

“She loved the Pelham Parkway 
community and she certainly contrib-
uted a lot (to it),” said Senator Jeff Klein, 
who added that he was a supporter of 
naming part of Bronx Park East after 
her late husband, Oscar, who helped 
bring free concerts to the Pelham Park-
way community. 

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj said he 
remembers her as a generous person 
and a role model. 

“She always had a smile,” he said. 
“Her loss is not going to be felt only by 

COMMUNITY PILLAR: 
Blanche Rifkin-Comras

her family. The entire community is 
sharing in this loss.” 

Councilman James Vacca said the 
Rifkin-Comras was selfl ess in her civic-
minded efforts. 

“Throughout her years of service to 
numerous local institutions, she exem-
plifi ed the passion and dedication that 
makes our community great,” Vacca 
said. “On a personal level, she never 
ceased to amaze me. Someone giving 
so much to her community at such a 
mature age says a lot about her charac-
ter and what her community meant to 
her.”

Howard Martin, Bronx House CEO, 
said she was a board member for 45 
years and was a past president and 
chairwoman emeritus. 

“She always fought so hard for the 
reputation of Pelham Parkway and the 
Bronx, as well as Bronx House,” said 
Martin, adding “She was a staunch de-
fender of how beautiful the community 
was and what a great place it is to live 
and spend an entire life.” 

Martin said she worked until she 
retired when she was 94-years old, and 
that she only increased her involvement 

in Bronx House after she retired. 
Rifkin-Comras worked at a legal 

unit of Mental Hygiene Legal Services 
that met at Bronx State Hospital, her 
daughter Madelyn Katz said. 

Katz said that she loved her borough 
community so much that she never 
wanted to leave it. 

“She loved doing good for the Bronx 
and for people,” she said, adding “She 
was always telling me about all the 
wonderful things that were happening 
in the Bronx.”  

She said that her mother was also in-
volved in helping the handicapped. 

Anthony Vitaliano, CB 11 chair-
man said that Rifkin-Comras amazed 
him and said that he considered her the 
board’s matriarch. 

“What stands out about her was that 
she was a good hearted person who 
gave of herself,” said Silvio Mazzella, 
a Jacobi Community Advisory Board 
member who served with her on that 
committee. “She was a very good per-
son who was very involved in the com-
munity.” 

Rabbi Moshe Fuchs, a fellow CB 11 
board member who gave her eulogy said 

she used every minute to its fullest.
Chris Fugazy, Interim CEO of Jacobi 

Medical Center, said that Rifkin-Com-
ras, as a member of the Jacobi CAB, 
exemplifi ed the values the institution 
seeks to promote: dedication, empathy 
and concern for the well being of oth-
ers.

“She was instrumental in develop-
ing community education, awareness 
and support for our HIV/AIDS daycare 
program at the height of the epidemic,” 
he said in a statement.    

She is also survived by her son, Don-
ald Comras, as well as grandchildren 
David and Jay Katz and great-grand-
children. 

The cause of death was pulmonary 
cardiac arrest, said Katz.  

Blanche Rifkin-Comras 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Vacca’s offi ce
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January 9, 2016
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
Kingsbridge Armory

10 West 195th St. Bronx, NY 10468
Corner of Reservoir St.

All foam must bear the  symbol. (no foam peanuts)

In Partnership with PS, Recycle It!, Council Member 

Fernando Cabrera
Proudly Announces

FREE Styrofoam Collection  
drop-off event

Did you receive holiday gifts packaged in foam?
Do you have foam cups and containers in your house?

Bring your package 
foam, foam cups & 

containers to a FREE 
styrofoam collection 

drop-off event

REMINDS YOU 
TO LIVE SAFELY

ILLEGAL ROOMS CAN 
PUT YOU AND YOUR 
FAMILY IN DANGER

Read this in your language 
at nyc.gov/buildings.

If you think an apartment is unsafe call 311  
to request an inspection.

Bill de Blasio, Mayor
Rick D. Chandler, P.E., Commissioner

Have TWO 
ways to get out  

of your home.

Have WORKING carbon  
monoxide/smoke 

detectors and check  
 them monthly. 

Give space heaters  
a break to cool down.

Avoid sleeping in 
basements or attics.

Don’t use  
extension cords  

as main power  
sources.

ILLEGAL ROOMS CAN
PUT YOU AND YOUR
FAMILY IN DANGER

The Sale NEW YORK Waits For!

HOTTEST SADDLE TAN DRESS SHOES $2999

SAVE UP TO

 70%
LAST CALL 

SALE

WEDDING PARTIES
BOYS • BIG & TALL • TUXEDOS

BUY 1 SUIT
AT THE VALUE PRICE

GET 2 FREE
Or Buy 1 At Our Everyday Low Price

 Value Everyday NOW!
New Slim Fit .............$250 ........  $9999 .....3 for $250
New Vested Suits ......$300 .......  $12999 .....3 for $300
Luxury Wool..............$425 .......  $15999 .....3 for $425CALVINCALVIN

KLEINKLEIN
SUITSSUITS

$17999

Value $400

L
A

S
T 

CALL DOOR BUST
E

R

DESIGNER COATS $9999 VALUE $350

SUITS $5999

DOORBUSTER

OUTERWEAR

$ 19
99

Value up to $80 BLAZERS
$3999
Up to $150 value

DOORBUSTER

$9999
Up to $300 value

DOORBUSTER

DRESS SHIRT
& TIE SETS

$2499

DOORBUSTER

SWEATERS
$967

Value up to $3250

DOORBUSTER
CALVIN KLEIN 
LAUREN COATS

L
A

ST CALL DOOR B

U
ST

E
R

BROOKLYN
503 Nostrand Ave.-Portabella
320 Livingston-Portabella
1671 Pitkin Ave.-Portabella
5205 5th Ave.-Portabella
423 Knickerbocker Ave.-Portabella
294 Utica Ave.-Portabella
1555 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
851 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
552 Nostrand Ave.- Fino
366 Fulton St.-Portabella
5007 Church Ave.-Fino

QUEENS
163-18 Jamaica Ave.-Portabella

3056 Steinway St.-Portabella
164-08 Jamaica Ave.-Fino
3738 Junction Blvd.-Fino
Queens Center-Quails
Roosevelt Field Quails

NEW JERSEY
807 Broad St.-Portabella
Woodbridge Center-Quails
5516 Bergenline Ave-Quails
Freehold Raceway Mall-Quails
Livingston Mall-Quails

BRONX
12-20 E. Fordham Rd.-Portabella

2887 3rd Ave.-Portabella
3449 Jerome Ave.-Portabella
2938 3rd Ave.-Fino
345 East Fordham Rd.-Fino
259 E. Fordham Rd.-Britches
645 E. Tremont Ave.-Portabella
1498 Parkchester Ave.-Portabella
Bay Plaza Shopping Center-Portabella
13 South 4th Ave.-Mount Vernon
1498 Metropolitan Ave.-Portabella
2168 Bartow Ave.-Portbella 

MANHATTAN
243 W. 125th St.-Portabella
617 W. 181 St.-Portabella
120 W. 125th St.-Fino
1405 St. Nicholas Ave.-Fino
Manhattan Mall-Portabella

All merchandise not in all stores. All savings off value prices. While quantities last.
Prices effective through January 17

portabellastores.com

THE LARGEST SELECTION IN NEW YORK

SHOES
$19.99     $29.99     $39.99

Dress • Casual • Driving • Tuxedo 
Driving • Boots • U.S. Polo • Clarks 

BOOTS
$2999

Up to $75 value

DRESS
SHOES
$1999

Up to $75 value

BRAND NAME
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The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.
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HBORHOOD - YOUR NEW
S ® The Archdiocese of New York 

has announced the dates for its 2016 
“Touring Tuesdays,” events at 140 
elementary schools throughout the 
Archdiocese of New York. These 
archdiocesan-wide open house events 
will take place on select Tuesdays 
throughout the school year from 9 to 
11 a.m., or by appointment.

The 2016 dates are January 12, Feb-
ruary 2 (takes place during Catholic 
Schools Week), February 23, March 8 
and April 12, from 9 a.m.-11 a.m., or 
by appointment. Touring Tuesday 
open house events are designed to in-
troduce prospective families to the 
life-long benefi ts and value of a Cath-
olic education.

Since its inception in 2013, the 
Touring Tuesdays initiative has been 
attended by more than 1,600 families 
and has resulted in more than 5,300 
new student enrollments from Pre-K 
through Grade 8, across the Archdio-
cese.

Touring Tuesdays offer an excit-

‘Touring Tuesday’ open 
house dates announced

ing way to see Catholic schools in 
action, and provide families with an 
opportunity to learn about the ad-
missions process and meet with prin-
cipals, faculty, other parents and el-
ementary school students.

“Touring Tuesdays provide an 
unprecedented opportunity for pro-
spective parents and students to ex-
perience the benefi ts a faith-based 
education provides for the whole 
child. More than 98 percent of our 
high school seniors graduate and 98 
percent of those graduates going on 
to post-secondary education, making 
a Catholic education one of best in-
vestments a parent can make in their 
children’s future,” said Dr. Timothy 
J. McNiff, Superintendent of Schools 
for the Archdiocese of New York.

Reservations are required and 
can be made online at www.build-
boldfutures.org or by calling the 
24/7 bilingual hotline, (646) 794-2885. 
School tours can also be arranged by 
appointment.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION 
AND RATES CALL (718) 260-4593

(Right) An unidentifi ed suspect 
fi red four or fi ve gun shots in the 
direction of the restaurant after 
pulling up in front in a dark colored 
SUV. Community News Group / Steven 
Goodstein

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Drama at Mamajuana.
On Sunday, December 27, 

at approximately 4:30 a.m., 
police offi cers from the 45th 
Precinct responded to a 
shooting at Mamajuana Cafe, 
located at 3233 E. Tremont 
Avenue.

According to multiple wit-
nesses, an unidentifi ed male, 
driving a dark colored SUV 
pulled up in front of the res-
taurant, and fi red four or fi ve 
shots from his vehicle in the 
direction of the restaurant.

Following the incident, 
the suspect fl ed the scene, 
heading northbound on East 
Tremont Avenue. No injuries 
were reported and no arrests 
have been made, as the inves-
tigation is ongoing..

Earlier the same night, 
another shootout took place 
about a mile south of the res-
taurant - this one just outside 
of a CVS located on 3577 E. 
Tremont Avenue, according 
to a CVS employee. 

Suspect fi res gun shots 
into Mamajuana Cafe

On that night, multiple 
shots were fi red after two 
men were seen arguing as 
they left an establishment 
across the street. 

When they crossed to the 
east side of the street, the 
men exchanged gunfi re. 

It is unclear as to which 
bar the men came from or if 
the shootout caused any in-
juries.

A CVS employee also con-
fi rmed that establishments 
across the street have previ-
ously been the scene of fi ghts 
and arguments.

“Many of these restau-
rants on the strip of East 
Tremont Avenue stay open 
late and don’t close until 3 or 
4 a.m., and have long happy 
hours, both of which contrib-
ute to these types of scenar-
ios,” said Dotti Poggi, an area 
resident.

Poggi added that the ex-
cessive drinking at these lo-
cations sometimes lasts until 
8 p.m. 

“The other factor is that 
many of these restaurant 
owners in the neighborhood 
aren’t from here - and as a re-
sult they are bringing in cus-
tomers who are also not from 
the neighborhood but are uti-
lizing our crime free area,” 
Poggi said. 

“I believe the neighbor-
hood needs to form a coali-
tion and continue to work 
with Community Board 10 
to protect from the recent oc-
currence of these instances. 
I love Throggs Neck just as 
much as anybody - and I want 
to keep it safe,” Poggi added.

Mamajuana Cafe did not 
return requests for com-
ment.
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SPOTO’S
FINE NEOPOLITAN & SICILIAN CUISINE

4005 East Tremont Ave.
Bronx, NY 10465

718-828-5613
www.SpotosNYC.com

Come enjoy our 
elegant wine bar!

SPOTO’S MENU IS ON ITS WAY TO YOU
or view it on our website: www.SpotosNYC.com

BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!

Too tired to cook? Let us do it for you...Free Delivery!
OUTSIDE OFF PREMISE CATERING DELIVERED DOOR TO DOOR

Dates are available…
Banquet room seats up to 100 people

All parties supervised by Peter

Daily Lunch Special

$11.95 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Spoto’s Early Dining

$21.95
SPOTO’S NOW

DELIVERS
7 Days A Week!

NOW 
SERVING A 
FULL PIZZA 

MENU!

Come 
enjoy our 
elegant 
wine bar!

Join us on                     for daily specials

Exquisite Catering at Affordable Prices
We specialize in family functions!

CALL NOW TO BOOK YOUR NEXT AFFAIR!
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Grand Concourse Academy 
Charter School 

“A” Rated School for the past 11 years, located 
on a beautiful campus in Throggs Neck.

Volunteer. Be a Big Apple Greeter
As a Big Apple Greeter, I get to show visitors where I grew up in the 
Bronx - up by Fordham Road – and places I love – like around Yankee 
Stadium and Arthur Avenue, the real “Little Italy” with great 
restaurants.

My visitors get a true view of New York. I get to hang out with terrific 
people and show off my city. Best of all, it’s free!

Support Big Apple Greeter
Go to www.bigapplegreeter.org #TrueBigApple

Mathew Dallas
Big Apple Greeter

Bronx

SHOW 
THE WORLD

NEW YORK’S 

TRUE 
CHARACTER

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Ongoing community advo-

cacy for sound abatement at a 
police fi ring and bomb detona-
tion range in Pelham Bay Park 
is revving into another gear. 

City Island residents, 
along with other communities 
around Eastchester Bay, are 
asking the NYPD to make good 
on a string of pledges, stretch-
ing back to 1993, to construct 
sound barriers at the police fa-
cility at the Rodman’s Neck. 

With the news that the fi r-
ing range would not move to 
the a police academy in Queens, 
after Speaker Christine Quinn 
announced that it would move 
in 2007, the City Island Civic 
Association has restarted its 
decades-long effort to get the 
department to muffl e the ear-
piercing  gun fi re, the leaders 
said. 

The CICA will continue to 
work with elected offi cials, but 
they are also now considering 
possible legal action, said John 
Doyle, CICA board member.

“The association is seeking 
a time frame for the sound baf-
fl es to be in operation at Rod-
man’s Neck, and an estimate 
as to what the cost would be to 

Rodman’s Neck fi ring range issue is baffl ing
fully enclose the range,” said 
Doyle, who added that the noise 
is an important regional issue 
and that when he speaks to res-
idents in places like Country 
Club and Edgewater Park, it 
also a concern. 

Sandra Cardinali, who has 
lived near Eastchester Bay in 
Country Club for 22 years, said 
that the noise is now louder 
than when she moved to the 
community. 

“It is louder and it is contin-
uous,” she said, adding that the 
noise is a nuisance when she 
is working at her computer or 
watching television. 

“It bothers me that they 
made promises to leave, and 
they haven’t,” she said about 
the range. “They made prom-
ises to abate the noise, and they 
haven’t.” 

CICA vice president Bar-
bara Dolensek, a long time  ad-
vocate on sound abatement at 
Rodman’s Neck said the lack of 
progress is extremely frustrat-
ing. 

“It gets worse and worse and 
nothing is happening,” said Do-
lensek, who said that the asso-
ciation was not given any doc-
uments by the NYPD when it 

fi led a Freedom of Information 
Law Request for recent Rod-
man’s Neck related correspon-
dence.  

“If they can baffl e the 
sound, and get rid of 80% of the 
sound, that would be fi ne,” she 
said. “But I don’t know what 
(NYPD) has in its mind to do, 
and they apparently don’t plan 
to tell us.” 

A pledge to create a sound 
barrier at Rodman’s Neck oc-
curred in a 1993 Memorandum 
of Understanding between 
then Assembly Speaker Saul 
Weprin and then Mayor David 
Dinkins, according to docu-
ments obtained on the matter 
by the Bronx Times.  However, 
despite this not legally binding 
pledge from Dinkins, and oth-
ers, the NYPD never installed 
functional sound abatement 
equipment at the location, ac-
cording to CICA board mem-
bers. 

Sound baffl ing for fi ring 
ranges is commonly used to 
muffl e loud gunshots when a 
range is located near residen-
tial areas, said Dolesnek. 

According to Ronald Rauch, 
an Edgewater Park resident 
who said that he hears the 

sound of gunfi re  from the 
range often at his waterfront 
home, said that it can be over-
bearing, especially when it 
goes on for hours on end and 
semi-automatic weapons are 
used. 

Many believe the solution to 
the problem does not have to be 
costly.

Methods to make the range 
bearable would only require 
the installation of sound walls, 
so that the noise goes up into 
the air instead of out over the 
water Rauch said. 

Councilman James Vacca 

said that he is continuing to 
work with the current mayoral 
administration on Rodman’s 
Neck. 

A police department spokes-
woman stated that the pledges 
made in 1993 are being met. 

“There are sound barriers 
present, the hours of opera-
tion have been signifi cantly 
curtailed, there are lead reme-
diation and waste removal pro-
cedures in place,” she stated.  
“Rodman’s Neck will be un-
dergoing signifi cant renova-
tion which includes sound baf-
fl ing.”

Residents near an NYPD facility at Rodman’s Neck is again requesting 
sound abatement at the police fi ring range. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
The Bronx General Post 

Offi ce, a historic landmark 
on the corner of Grand Con-
course and East 149th Street, 
is set to undergo a monumen-
tal renovation. 

Slightly re-vamped plans 
were recently approved by 
the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission. 

The goal of the project re-
mains the same: revitalize the 
mostly empty building to cre-
ate a centerpiece for the com-
munity - think a Bronx ver-
sion of the Chelsea Market in 
Manhattan. 

At present most of the 
Roosevelt-era building is inac-
cessible to the public, save for 
the section in use by the post 
offi ce on the ground level. 

The renovation intends to 
open up the building to create 
offi ce space, restaurants and 
retail stores. 

Wall murals from the 1930s 
will be refurbished on the 
main fl oor and a rooftop res-
taurant will be added on top. 

Offi ce and retail will oc-
cupy the fl oors in between, 
and the United States Post Of-
fi ce will stay put.  

Landmarks approves GPO rooftop changes
The recent changes made 

to this plan are relatively mi-
nor, yet signifi cant. 

The addition which will 
house the rooftop restaurant 
will now be set much further 
back on the Grand Concourse 
side of the roof by approxi-
mately 31.5 feet, greatly reduc-
ing visibility from the street. 

Architect Jay Valgora of 
Studio V Architecture, who 
co-presented the revised pro-
posal with Cas Stachelberg, a 
consultant of Higgins Quase-
barth & Partners, said this 
change was something that 
the owner elected to do in or-
der to ensure that the space 
was appropriate. 

“We wanted to create the 
best addition, and felt this was 
the right size, so we brought it 
back and I think the sightlines 
are improved,”  said Valgora. 

The rooftop addition will 
no longer feature an exterior 
of removable glass with zinc 
cladding, as originally pro-
posed, but instead polycarbon-
ate, the material used to make 
I-pods.

Valgora says this will cre-
ate fi ne profi les and appear 
like a kind of “silver brick”. 

He elected the use of this 
new material as a way to cre-
ate a hyrid design between 
classic and modern. 

“I wanted something clas-
sic and grand but also of it’s 
[original] kind, a modern ad-
dition not glaringly different,” 
said Valgora. 

When Youngwoo & Associ-
ates purchased the building for 
$19 million in 2014, the develop-
ers initially faced negative feed-
back as the building was sold 
without community input. 

As plans further developed 

however, the response has 
been mostly positive. 

Jose Rodriguez, former dis-
trict manager of Community 
Board 4, told the Bronx Times 
that board members were look-
ing forward to the developer 
bringing quality retailers and 
restaurants in, and stated that 
the new development will en-
hance ,,, the area. 

“We are looking to make 
this a wonderful place,” said 
Valgora, “We want to work 
closely with the community, 
with local entrepreneurs, art-

ists, and non-profi ts....no na-
tional chains.”  

The exact stores and res-
taurants which will make this 
historic building their new 
home have not yet been dis-
closed, but Alex Escamilla, 
project manager at Youngwoo 
& Associates, has said she is 
looking to work with local 
businesses and artists. 

The modifi cations to the 
initial proposal were received 
by the Landmarks Preserva-
tion commissioners without 
complaint. 

Artist rendering of the planned rooftop restaurant. Photo Courtesy of STUDIO V Architecture
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W e were pleased to cel-
ebrate our one year 
anniversary at Wine 

& Liquor Superstore in Novem-
ber.  We are thrilled and proud 
that the local community has 
embraced us. Wine & Liquor Su-
perstore is in the Throggs Neck 
Shopping Center. 
We bring you bou-
tique selections of 
wines and spir-
its at warehouse 
prices.  We are 
your one stop 
shop for every-
thing from na-
tional brands to 
the rare gems. 
Come in for your 
favorite bever-
age or for help in 
discovering your 
next glass of fine 
wine. 

There are 
complimentary 
wine and liquor 
tastings Friday 
through Sunday. 
Please come in 
and try a wide va-
riety of products 
and increase your 
understanding 
and knowledge in a fun and re-
laxing setting. There is a sched-
ule of events on our Facebook 
page. https://www.facebook.
com/wineliquorsuperstore

This week’s featured wine 
is Prosecco. It is an Italian 
sparkling wine made from the 

Glera grape in the tank method 
and traditionally made in The 
Veneto and Friuli Venezia Giu-
lia regions.

The selections include a staff 
favorite, La Marca Prosecco, 
which is $13.72 each on the pur-
chase of 3 bottles. Mionetto 

Prosecco Brut is 
a steal at $12.96 
a bottle and 
comes down to 
$11.81 each on 
the purchase of 
3 bottles.

Z a r d e t t o 
P r o s e c c o 
Conegliano is 
$12.62 each on 
the purchase of 
3 bottles. Tutela 
Prosecco is a 
bargain at $8.89 
each on the pur-
chase of 3 bot-
tles. 

If you need 
help with your 
wine pairings 
or planning 
your next party, 
please contact 
me at jimg@
wineliquorsu-
perstore.com

Sale prices are for cash or 
debit only.

Cheers,
Jim Gallagher
http://www.wineliquorsu-

perstore.com/home.html
https://www.facebook.

com/wineliquorsuperstore

All About 

Wine
by Jim Gallagher

Local eateries post signs in anticipation of Restaurant Week. Madeline Anthony

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
The Throggs Neck Merchant Asso-

ciation will be hosting the fi rst annual 
Throggs Neck Restaurant Week from 
Monday January 18 to Sunday Janu-
ary 24.  

A large variety of eateries in the 
area will be participating, from Ital-
ian to Japanese to Latin restaurants. 

 The idea to create a Restaurant 
Week came from Brian Martinez, the 
owner of Travesias Cafe, who pre-
sented it to the merchant association. 

The time of year after New Years 
but before events like the Superbowl 
and Valentine’s Day is often slow for 
local eateries, so this event looks to 
bring people out during a time when 
they might otherwise stay in. 

TNMA plans fi rst 
Restauant Week event

During the week businesses will 
be offering multiple course meals at 
three price points - $25 or $35 dinner 
and a $15 lunch option. 

About 95 percent of Throggs Neck 
area restaurants will be participating 
in restaurant week, according to vice 
president of the merchants associa-
tion, Ed Angelino. 

“We want to take a week where 
people may not be coming out and of-
fer them something they can come to. 
Next year we hope to make it bigger 
based on this year’s success,” said An-
gelino. 

A few restaurants in Pelham Bay 
will also be participating, and Ange-
lino hopes that in the future Pelham 
Bay may have their own restaurant 
week, or perhaps join the Throggs 
Neck Restaurant Week. 

“We hope it’s a big success,” said 
Angelino. The Throggs Neck Mer-
chants Association hosts various 
events throughout the year includ-
ing the Christmas tree lighting and 
the annual sidewalk sale. This event 
major aim is to help build local busi-
nesses. 

Participating restuarants include 
Yamada, Icehouse Cafe, Made in Puerto 
Rico, Spoto’s, Throggs Neck Clipper, 
Tosca Cafe, Wicked Wolf, Havana 
Cafe, Casa, Mama Puebla, P.J. Brady’s, 
Alley Cat Smokehouse, Frank’s Pizza, 
Louis Seafood Restaurant, CrossTown 
Diner, Brewski’s Bar and Grill and Ri-
nos as well as several others. 

We want to take a 
week where people may 
not be coming out and 
offer them something 
they can come to. Next 
year we hope to make 
it bigger based on this 

year’s success.
Ed Angelino
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NEW YEAR’S SPECIAL

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

INJECTIONS

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST LASER TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

LAZER HAIR 
“REMOVAL” 

EXTRAVAGANZA
Call us for our 

winter specials!
TRADE THE RAZOR FOR THE LAZER!

Free consultation. Limited time offer.

GIFT
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal 

Electrolysis   

Botox  

Fillers 

 hCG Weight Loss Program

Hormone Replacement Therapy

Chemical Peels

 Skin Tightening

BEFORE

AFTER

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert Graziosa 
has been certifi ed 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led many 
patients to live 
more happy and 
healthy lives.

B
E

FO
R

E
A

F
TE

R

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

3611A East Tremont Ave. 
Bronx, NY

347-281-5576

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start hCG 
Weight Loss Program

LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 
20–40 lb. LIGHTER

LOSE 
½–2 lb. PER DAY
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• Career Information Session At Lehman College

• Calvary Hospital’s Family Movie Night  

• Fordham University Designated MAE&T’s 2016 Top School 

This year, AARP launched its 
Livability Index, a web-based tool to 
measure the quality of life in Ameri-
can communities across multiple di-
mensions: housing, neighborhood 
characteristics, transportation, envi-
ronment, health, civic and social en-
gagement and opportunity.

 The Bronx scored a 60 out of 100 
for overall livability—scoring high on 
the availability of affordable housing, 
neighborhood characteristics (access 
to life, work and play) and transpor-
tation options, but low on measures 
of health, environment and civic and 
social engagement. Explore the tool 
and check out how your neighborhood 
scores or view Bronx Data at https://
livabilityindex.aarp.org/.

The Livability Index helps people to 
better understand their communities, 
learn how to take action to make their 
own communities more livable and 
make decisions about future needs.

* * *

Calvary Hospital’s Family Movie 

Night will present The Lion King. 
This animated fi lm follows the adven-
tures of the young lion Simba, the heir 
of his father, Mufasa. Simba’s wicked 
uncle, Scar, plots to take over Mufasa’s 
throne by trapping father and son into 
a stampede of wild beasts. But Simba 
escapes and only Mufasa is killed. 
Simba returns as an adult to take back 
his homeland from Scar with the help 
of his friends Timon and Pumbaa.

The fi lm will be shown on Monday, 
February 22, from 6 to 8 p.m. at Cal-
vary Hospital, 1740 Eastchester Road.

 All are welcome to join in for the 
fi lm and discussion afterwards.

Open to the community and free 
of charge. Light refreshments will be 
served (yes, popcorn will be included!)

RSVP to Lynne at (718) 518-2173 if 
you wish to attend.

* * *

Lehman College’s School of Con-

tinuing and Professional Studies 

is offering the fi rst of its spring 2016 
semester free career information ses-
sions on Saturday, January 16 at 10 
a.m.

Expert guidance will be provided 
on several non-credit certifi cate pro-
grams for those who wish to acquire 
new skills to change careers or up-
grade skills for thier current position.

Programs covered include Alcohol-
ism and Substance Abuse Counselor; 
Business Bookkeeping; Personal Fi-
nancial Planner; IRS Enrolled Agent; 
Real Estate Salesperson; Entrepre-
neurship; Computer Information 
Technology including Microsoft Of-
fi ce Specialist Certifi cation, Graphics 
and Web Design and Programming, 
A+ Computer Technician, Healthcare 
IT Technician, and Cisco Network-
ing Academy Certifi cation; Medical/
Surgical C oding and Billing; Allied 
Health including Pharmacy Techni-
cian, Dental Assistant, Clinical Medi-
cal Assistant, Home Health Aide, Can, 
EKG and Phlebotomy Technicial, 
PCA/PCT (Nurse Tehnician); and 
Child Care (Early Childhood Develop-
ment Professional).

The session will be held on the Le-
hman College campus in the Music 
Building, 1st fl oor. These information 
sessions will be repeated on Wednes-
day, January 20, at 6:30 p.m.

On Friday, January 22, at 10:30 a.m. 
at CUNY on the Concourse, 2501 Grand 
concourse, additional information ses-
sions for the Allied Health program 
will be held.

For more information or a catalog 
of all spring semester classes for adults 
and children and teens, call (718) 960-
8512 or visit www.lehman.edu/scps.

* * *

Visitors will learn fi rst hand how 
Archbishop Stepinac High School,  
the all-boys Catholic high school at 950 
Mamaroneck Avenue, White Plains, 
prepares students for success at col-
lege and beyond at its Winter Open 
House. It will be held from 1 to 4 p.m., 
Sunday, January 24.

The open house will feature a wel-
come from school offi cials, presenta-
tions and displays. Visitors will be 
able to tour the facilities which have 
undergone signifi cant improvements 
including the state-of-the-art Mastron-
ardi Technology Center, new physics 
lab, library, the Major Bowes Theater, 
among others.

The event will conclude in the gym 
where teachers, coaches and students 
will be on hand to provide information 
on various course offerings, sports 
teams, clubs and other school activi-
ties. 

To register, visit www.stepinac.
org.

* * *

Military Advanced Education & 
Transition has designated Fordham 

University as a Top School in its 2016 
MAE&T Guide to Colleges & Universi-
ties, measuring best practices in mili-
tary and veteran education. The Guide 
is available online at www.mae-kmi.
com.

The guide presents results of a 
questionnaire of military-supportive 
policies enacted at more than 600 insti-
tutions, including private, public, for-
profi t, not-for-profi t, four-year and two-
year colleges. MAE&T’s 2016 Guide to 
Colleges & Universities arms students 
with information about institutions 
that go out of their way to give back to 
men and women in uniform.

Fordham’s Westchester campus 
has long been focused on assisting vet-
erans. This is most evident in its Vet-
erans Writing Workshop, which was 
designed to provide veterans with the 
tools and confi dence to share their 
military experiences through writing. 
The group meets every Tuesday for 10 
weeks at Fordham Westchester, which 
offers the program free of charge to 
veterans. The group’s stories are col-
lected by program founder and in-
structor David Surface and published 
in anthologies that preserve and cel-
ebrate the veterans’ writing. Ear-
lier this month, the Veterans Writing 
Workshop celebrated the publication 
of its 20th anthology.

* * *

Welcome the New Year with a visit 
to Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum, 
located in the northeast corner of Pel-
ham Bay Park, for a fascinating tour of 
the 1840s Greek Revival mansion or a 
variety of fun cultural and nature-re-
lated programs.

 January offers something for ev-
eryone, from the start of the second an-
nual Winter Chamber Music series to 
an Urban Park Ranger Hike the whole 
family can enjoy, a talk on American 
artists in London to the launch of a Po-
etry in the Parlors series with a Pulit-
zer Prize-winning poet. With programs 
for families and adults alike, now’s the 
time to discover why Bartow-Pell is so 
much more than a mansion.

 January is also a great time to take 
full advantage of all of Bartow-Pell’s 
programs for the whole year—and 
support the museum—by becoming a 
member. 

For more information about mem-
bership or upcoming events, visit 
www.bpmm.org, call (718) 885-1461, or 
email info@bpmm.org.

AARP launches Livability Index tool

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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We’re closer than you think!
50 minutes from midtown Manhattan, and Whitestone, Throgs Neck Bridges

Children and adolescents are
treated in distinct, 

age-appropriate programs with
the treatment milieu 

focused on each age group’s 
developmental issues.

Each unit, led by a 
multi-disciplinary clinical team,

mirrors a school 
setting that promotes shared

competencies and 
encourages bonding.  

Family/caregivers are a 
primary focus within all age

groups and we encourage their
active participation.  

OUR UNIQUE APPROACH
TO CHILD ANDADOLESCENT

TREATMENT...

OUR UNIQUE APPROACH
TO CHILD ANDADOLESCENT

TREATMENT...

HOSPITAL

800 Cross River Road � Katonah, NY 10536
www.fourwindshospital.com

For information or to make a referral call 1-800-528-6624
24 hours a day � 7 days a week

For information or to make a referral call 1-800-528-6624
24 hours a day � 7 days a week

We’re closer than you think!
50 minutes from midtown Manhattan, and Whitestone, Throgs Neck Bridges
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

PINK SHISHA
PINK SHISHA PACKAGE DEALS

HAIR, NAILS
MAKEUP

$13000

HAIR, NAILS

$10000

3604 E TREMONT AVE. BRONX, NY 10465

347-621-1799

Tails are Waggin' 
and Pets are Braggin'

3604 A East Tremont Avenue

ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
TOOTHBRUSHING

OFF
NEXT

$5

Offi ce/Retail Space 

Available in the 

Throggs Neck Mall 

Call 917-232-2375

Beauty Bar

Home Of The
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ALLEY CAT
TRADITIONAL BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE

All Bottled Beer 
$500

CHARMINGLY LOCATED 75 FEET OFF E. TREMONT AVE
DOWN THE ALLEY WAY IN THE THROGS NECK MALL

3604C EAST TREMONT AVE  (718) 824-0168

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 
EVERYDAY 2-6 PM

Open: Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm
Fri & Sat 11am-12 Midnight

DOMESTIC AND IMPORTS

Smoked Brisket, Fall-Off-The-Bone St. Louis Ribs,
Tender Pulled Pork, Along With A Wide Assortment Of Side Dishes

All Day!
1/2 CHICKEN & SIDE

CAN OF BEER
$1450

SMOKEHOUSE
(718) 824-0168

Dine In Only
WITH THIS AD

10OFF
%

See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School 1438 Waring Avenue

Nice Ranch Style Two Bedroom Home With Walk Out 
Basement. Great Concrete Backyard Perfect For Barbe-

cues. Close To Public Transportation And Stores.

$344,900

Free Home Evaluation.
Get Top Dollar For Your House.
Let Us Sell Your Home
Distinguished Homes & Properties

Cell:  917-957-6800
3602 E Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

Larry “Large” Weinstein

Top Producer

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

APARTMENTS WANTED

1324 East Gun Hill Road
Great Investment Or Perfect For Home User/ Brick Mixed-Use 
Property Located In Highly Foot Traffi c Area Next to Buses And 
Subway. The Property Zoned For Two(2) Residential Units Plus A 
Doctors Offi ce..

$429,000

$45 per person

Create Your Own
Masterpiece

While Enjoying A Glass Of Wine

BYOB
MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE, ONLINE AT WEBSITE

www.paintnite.com/pages/events/view/newyork/927629

1300 sqft RENTAL SPACE - $4500 NEG.
2500 sqft RENTAL SPACE - $6500 NEG.
TREMONT AVENUE - GREAT FOOT, CAR AND BUS TRAFFIC

IN CONTRACT

ACCEPTED OFFER
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Kaycie Santiago ’17, pre-
sented to members of the 
community and to the East 
Bronx History Forum at the 
Huntington Free Library on 
December 16th, 2015.   

The presentation featured 
the history of the majestic 
Preston High School man-

Preston student presents to Bronx History Forum
sion. Part of the presentation 
was submitted to a competi-
tion sponsored by the NYS 
Archives last summer.  

Santiago was awarded an 
Honorable Mention in this 
competition. 

Her talk was very well re-
ceived, and was followed by 

a Q&A session with the audi-
ence. 

The impromptu ques-
tions were handled by Santi-
ago with the composure and 
grace of a Preston Scholar.

Santiago was also named 
the first recipient of the Bill 
Twomey Scholarship which 

was recently established by 
his family. 

She also received a copy 
of a book authored by the late 
Bill Twomey, who was well 
known for his enlightening 
and engaging chronicles of 
Bronx history.  He was re-
cently honored with a street 

named for him, as well as a 
Preston High School Gala 
honoree. 

Preston High School is lo-
cated at 2780 Schurz Avenue. 
For further information 
about Preston High School, 
contact Amy-Ann Vohnout 
at (718) 863-9134 ext. 143.

Temple Hatikva announces upcoming January events

BY MORRIS GUT
This restaurant would 

thrive anywhere and its right 
in the middle of City Island, 
the charming seaport village, 
just below the Westchester 
line. The Zagat N.Y.C. Restau-
rant Survey always designates 
it one of the best in the Bronx.

Now marking almost 20 
years under dynamic propri-
etor Spiro Chagares, manager 
Laura Vendenberge, the tal-
ented kitchen and fl oor staff 
have geared up to serve pa-
trons an inspired global menu 
of Italian, traditional and con-
temporary dishes served with 
modern style. Sit back in one 
of several comfortable din-
ing areas recently enhanced 
with new artworks and let the 
knowledgeable wait staff help 
you thru your meal. 

Great starters include: 
hearty seafood chowders; 
signature sliders; delicious 
Mediterranean Grilled Baby 
Lamb Chops, served over fi eld 
greens with crumbled feta and 
herb dressing; Tuna Sashimi 
with mango and wasabi dip-
ping sauce; Chargrilled Cal-
amari Salad with mesclun 

Artie’s Steak & Seafood celebrates 20th year
greens and lemon basil vinai-
grette; a marvelous Seafood 
Salad for two with clams, mus-
sels, calamari, scallops and 
shrimp tossed in a fresh herb-
diced tomato vinaigrette; no-
table Clams Casino; Buffalo 
Chicken Wontons with bleu 
fra diavolo sauce; and Little-
neck Clams Posillipo with 
cherry tomatoes, garlic and 
white wine. There are also 
loaded Hot & Cold Antipasto 
Platters for two.

The expertly hand crafted 
Mediterranean Pizza for two 
is listed as an appetizer but 
can easily make a full meal. It 
is served with a variety of top-
pings each week.

Special Hint: New ‘Create 
Your Own Combo’ Platters 
served this fall include: choice 
of Rib Eye Steak, Chargrilled 
N.Y. Sirloin, Chargrilled Filet 
Mignon, Wood Grilled T-Bone 
or Baby Back Ribs paired with 
Jumbo Alaskan King Crab 
Legs, Jumbo Shrimp, 8 oz. 
Lobster Tail, or 1 ½ lb. Whole 
Lobster. Combos are served 
with vegetable and potato of 
the day. And you can order 
optional sides of sautéed broc-

coli, sautéed asparagus, or 
broccoli di rabe. Combos are 
priced accordingly.

Generous bowls of pasta in-
clude: Fettuccine with shrimp 
and lobster in a creamy Al-
fredo sauce with fresh herbs, 
parmesan Romano cheeses; 
classic Linguine with white 
or red clam sauce; and Angel 
Hair with shrimp, scallops, 
artichoke hearts, black olives 
and tomatoes.   

Changing seasonal black-
board specialties served with 
pizzazz include: Crispy Duck; 
hunks of tender Short Rib; 
Pan Seared Grouper with 
horseradish mashed potatoes; 
Squid Ink Spaghetti with Cal-
amari, toasted panko, white 
wine, garlic and evo; All Nat-
ural 14 oz. Flat Iron Pork 
Steak stuffed with prosciutto, 
mozzarella, sun dried toma-
toes, served in a mushroom 
demi-glaze with smashed po-
tatoes and grilled asparagus; 
Baked Atlantic Codfi sh with 
tarragon aioli, toasted panko 
served over quinoa and aspar-
agus salad; Bacon Wrapped 
Filet Mignon with melted Stil-
ton Blue Cheese with a cab-

ernet sauvignon demi-glace, 
sweet potato fries; and Wood 
Grilled Tuna served over a 
ragu of black beans, cilantro 
and beet mashed potatoes.

Carnivores will enjoy the 
Blackened Rib Eye Steak; Baby 
Back BBQ Spare Ribs and Fried 
Shrimp with country style slaw 
and fried potato wedges; Wood 
Grilled Center Cub Pork Chops 
served with roasted red pota-
toes and vinegar peppers; and 
Chargrilled New York Sirloin 
served with crunchy onions. 
Artie’s big Grilled Hamburger 
Classic served with fries and 
slaw is truly deluxe.  

There’s a loaded Lobster 
Salad Roll and fresh Medi-
terranean Salads and sand-
wiches at lunch.  

Special Hint: Check out the 
redesigned bar/lounge most 
evenings for good network-
ing. Eating at the bar is also 
encouraged. There are over 30 
imported and domestic beers 
available. The wine list has 
also been upgraded and there 
is a large selection by the glass. 
There is also a signature cock-
tail and martini list.

Artie’ s Steak & Seafood 

Restaurant is located at 394 
City Island Ave., City Island. 
The restaurant is open for 
lunch and dinner 7 days a 
week, noon to midnight. Main 
courses at lunch: $9 to $20. 
Dinner: $13 to $36. Combina-
tion platters and some seafood 
items: market priced. Bar/
lounge. Cocktails. TVs. Pri-
vate party facilities. Off prem-
ise catering for home or offi ce. 
Credit cards. Casual dress. 
Free parking. www.artiescity-
island.com

Artie’s Steak & Seafood Res-
taurant was recently the site of 
a shoot for the upcoming show-
time TV series “Billions” which 
will premier Sunday, January 
17. Starring in the new drama 
that focuses on the world of 
high fi nance are: Golden Globe 
Award winner Damian Lewis, 
previously of ‘Homeland’, and 
award winning actor Paul Gi-
amatti. Artie’s cooked for the 
shoot cast and crew through-
out the day.

Artie’s had previously as-
sisted during the 2010 shoot 
of ‘City Island’, the movie, and 
two episodes of ‘Basketball 
Housewives’.

Following its celebration of 
Hanukkah with Shabbat ser-
vice, followed by a festive Kid-
dush with traditional holiday 
foods, sponsored by the Bronx 
Jewish Community Council, 
Temple Hatikva will kick off 
2016 with its next Shabbat ser-
vice on Friday, January 15 at 
7:30 p.m.  

“I am extremely excited 
to begin 2016 with the read-
ing of Bo,” said cantor Kyle 
Cherry.  “This Torah pas-
sage from Exodus contains 
my favorite line ‘And thou 

shall tell thy son in that day’ 
which emulates one of the 
key principles of Judaism, 
as well as part of the core 
of Temple Hatikva: to teach!  
This is how we Jews have 
maintained our beliefs, our 
traditions, our practices, 
and our identity through-
out the ages in spite of those 
who would have had us turn 
away from our heritage or be 
eliminated from history.”

Temple Hatikva welcomes 
all those of the Jewish faith 
for our traditional, yet mod-

ern services, offering a mean-
ingful experience to all, even 
those with no synagogue 
background.  

Temple Hatikva is located 
at Bronx House, 990 Pelham 
Parkway South.  All Friday 
evening services begin at 7:30 
p.m.  Every service is followed 
by an Oneg Shabbat, an op-
portunity to unwind from the 
fast pace of your work week 
and commence the Shabbat 
with some challah, wine and 
other refreshments, while re-
laxing with your area neigh-

bors.  
The synagogue’s Adult Ed-

ucation sessions will resume 
on Sunday, January 17, start-
ing with a delicious bagel 
breakfast at 10 a.m.  The topic 
for discussion this month will 
be related to Friday’s Torah 
portion describing the fi nal 
three plagues, before Pharaoh 
allowed the Hebrew slaves 
to depart from Egypt, and is 
well known from the iconic 
fi lm, ‘The Ten Command-
ments.’  Come and discover 
why the Egyptians gave gold 

and riches to the neighboring 
Jews before they departed.  
Adult Education breakfasts 
are sponsored by Shalom Fu-
neral Home.Shabbat services 
and Adult Education sessions 
will resume next month on 
Friday evening, February 12, 
and on Sunday morning, Feb-
ruary 14.

For further information, 
the synagogue can be reached 
at (718) 892-5766, by email at 
TempleHatikva@aol.com, or 
on the web at www.TempleHa-
tikva.com.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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Honorees:
Honorable Carol Sherman

Supervising Judge Bronx County

Dawne Mitchel, Esq.,
Attorney-in-Charge of Bronx Juvenile Rights Offi  ce 

 

Assemblyman Carl Heastie
Speaker of the State

Bronx Family Court
Bar Association

fb.com/BXFamilyBar @BXFamilyBar

BRONX COUNTY FAMILY COURT
BAR ASSOCIATION

FOURTH ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER

BF
CBA

THURSDAY, JANUARY   PM

For more information, please contact Michael Greifi nger at
(718) 992-9600 / Greifi nger@msn.com

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
When the winter arrives,  

with its below-freezing, 
wind-chilling temperatures, 
sleeping with ‘cold cash’ is a 
‘no-brainer’.

Due to the recent cold 
wave a local homeless man 
has made an ATM kiosk his 
sleeping quarters.

Jim, who has been home-
less for over ten years, was 
recently seen catching some 
zzz’s inside the ATM Chase 
Bank ATM foyer, located on 
3528 E. Tremont Avenue. 

When the 45th Precinct 
attempted to remove him, he 
calmly and kindly refused 
any assistance. 

Jim, described as 5’10” 
with blue eyes and salt and 
pepper straight hair who is 
a former Throggs Neck resi-
dent, was also seen sleeping 
outside of Frank Bee Cos-
tume Store, located at 3435 
E. Tremont Avenue, this past 
Monday night in 11 degree 
temperature.

Once again, when the 45th 
Precinct attempted to move 
him to an indoor location at 
the BronxWorks Homeless 
Outreach Center, located at 
60 East Tremont Avenue, he 

Homeless man receives help from neighbors
refused assistance.

Those that have inter-
acted with him describe Jim 
as having the mindset of a 12-
year old, who is convinced 
that individuals in the shel-
ter will take advantage of his 
mental condition. 

In the past, Jim has left a 
shelter after one or two days.

As a result, he has chosen 
the street, set-back entry-
ways and ATM areas, were 
he doesn’t have to worry 
about his overall safety.

Those who have crossed 
paths with Jim say that he is 
a honest, innocent individual 
who would never bother or 
threaten anybody. 

Many have also stated 
that he is not an alcoholic 
or a drug user, and usually 
doesn’t panhandle.

Homeless, but not help-
less, Jim has received sup-
port from local residents, 
who have donated winter 
jackets, hats, gloves and 
scarfs, among other clothing, 
as well as food to assist him 
during arguably the coldest 
time of the year. 

Many neighborhood resi-
dents have also donated to 
Jim’s GoFundMe page, which 

has raised over $350 in four 
days. One hundred dollars 
was donated by the Provettos 
who frequently see him on 

the avenue.
“I’ve seen this man on the 

streets for the past decade, 
but I never crossed paths 

with him until recently - 
when I learned that he is a 
very kind, gentle person who 
doesn’t want to bother any-
body,” said Gina Dipaolo-
Koehler, a 33-year Throggs 
Neck resident who started 
the GoFundMe page and re-
cently offered to pay for Jim 
to stay in a hotel room for a 
few nights, which Jim gra-
ciously declined. 

“When a homeless man re-
fuses food because he said he 
just ate, that says a lot about 
his character as a person.”

“During this time of the 
year, all Jim is worried about 
is staying warm,” she added, 
after providing Jim with 
winter clothes. along with 
blankets and pillows.

The 45th Precinct stated 
that when they receive a call 
about a homeless person in 
the street or in a public area 
during the winter, they try to 
move the individual indoors, 
such as the BronxWorks 
Homeless Outreach Center 
or a 24-hour hospital bed, but 
they can’t force a homeless 
person to accept their help.

To donate money to sup-
port Jim, please visit www.
gofundme.com/helpjim2016

Jim was seen sleeping inside of the ATM area of Chase Bank on 3528 East 
Tremont Avenue this past week. Photo courtesy of Niko Kritikos
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On Christmas Eve, the 
Hance Family Foundation 
came to the BronxWorks Clas-
sic Cornerstone Community 
Center for a special Christmas 
event.  More than  250 Bronx-
Works children from the Be-
tances, Classic, and  St. Mary’s 
Cornerstone Community cen-
ters,  as well as children from 
the Jackson Avenue Family 
Residence, joined the holiday 
festivities.  

The gymnasium was deco-
rated like a Winter Wonder-
land, and hundreds of toys 
were placed on top of tables 
so children could hand-select 
gifts with volunteers. 

The event was a collabora-
tion of efforts between  Bronx-
Works,  NYCHA’s (New York 
City Housing Authority) Com-
munity Programs & Develop-
ment Offi ce, and the Hance 
Family Foundation and their 
team.  

Before the gifts were se-
lected, all in attendance were 

BronxWorks welcomes the Hance Family Foundation
treated to an energized per-
formance by the BronxWorks 
Classic Steppers, a children’s 
step team whose mission is to 
raise awareness against gang 
violence.  Santa even dropped 
by to spend time with the kids 
and posed for pictures while 
one of Santa’s elves handed 
out presents.   

“It makes us feel spec-
tacular. It’s Christmas Eve, 
we all sacrifi ced time with 
our friends and families, to 
give to people who maybe 
wouldn’t be able to get gifts 
if we weren’t here. And 
you’ll see over 200 kids come 
through this building, all of 
them with smiles on their 
faces.  It’s a spectacular and 
rewarding feeling,” says 
Warren Hance, co-president 
of the Hance Family Founda-
tion.

The Hance Family Founda-
tion was created in honor of 
three sisters, Emma, Alyson 
and Katie Hance. The girls 

The NYPD and the FDNY joined the BronxWorks  Staff, and the Hance Family Foundation volunteers to give out 
toys on Christmas Eve.

died in a tragic car accident in 
2009.   The Hance Foundation 
honors the lives of the three 

beautiful sisters by ensur-
ing healthy, happy and safe 
children through innovative 

self-esteem educational pro-
gramming and the support of 
children in need

BY AL BELFIORE
Greetings to all for a happy 

and safe New Year.  It was 
wonderful to have our fi rst 
board and general meetings 
with some new faces on our 
executive board and board of 
directors. Of course, notwith-
standing old faces (like mine) 
continuing to be a voice in our 
great neighborhood. As the 

New Year comes in, I would 
like to remind evryone that 
yearly dues are due (no pun 
intended). After much discus-
sion on the subject, the board 
has decided to raise the dues 
to $100 yearly. Although it has 
been noted that this is a 100% 
increase, keep in mind it has 
been about 30 years since the 
last increase, so I think it is 

very fair. Please write a check 
to LPCA and drop it off at Ed-
die Toth’s mailbox at 3210 

Glennon Place.
Activities at the civic 

in January are as follows: 
Tuesdays at 7:30 a.m. - Yoga; 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. - Yoga; 
Thursdays at 11 a.m. - Senior 
Zumba;  8 p.m. - Zumba; Fri-
day, January 8 - Bunko Night 
(girls night out) at 7:30 p.m.; 
Friday, January 15 - card 
night at 8 p.m. ; Friday, Janu-

ary 22 -  Octoberfest (classic 
German food); Friday, Janu-
ary 29 - Meditation at 7 p.m.

In addition, we will be 
hosting a Super Bowl Party 
on Sunday, February 7. More 
about this event in a later arti-
cle. Last, but not least, Friday, 
March 11 will be our annual 
St. Paddy’s Day Party. Thank 
you for reading.

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
I hope everyone’s New Year 

celebration went well.
Post dues are still due. This 

includes the Boosters and 
Sons of the Legion. 

Speaking of the SAL, a 
big push is on in the Bronx 
for increased membership in 
the Sons. There is a new Fa-
cebook page dedicated to the 
Bronx SAL. I ask all Sons 
to recruit one new member. 
Thank you. They can join the 

post to which you are con-
nected.

The non-perishable food 
stuffs and clothing is still 
coming in to the 620 Post. We 
will get these items to the ap-
propriate agencies for dis-
bursement.

This post is still raffl ing 
off a gift box of Jack Daniels. 
There are 25 tickets at $2, so 
your chances are pretty good. 
Next up will be Jameson’s, 
same deal.

Colleen McCarthy has 

locked in the Bingo Night to 
support the troops. It is on Fri-
day, April 1 and begins at 6:30 
p.m. 

More info to follow.
Our Post 620 membership 

meetings will resume on the 

fi rst Saturday of the month at 
1 p.m. So, the next is February 
6.

If any other post in the area 
has functions that wants the 
world to know about, send the 
info to me at sgmpaul1@aol.
com and I will include this in 
my column. 

Give me at least two weeks 
lead time so that I can make 
deadline. You can also drop it 
off at the post.

Trivia Time

The Emancipation Proc-

lamation went into effect on 
January 1, 1863.

On the same date in 1892, 
Ellis Island opened and yes, I 
know the fi rst person through. 
It was Annie Moore.

The Bronx became a county 
on January 1, 1914.

The U. S. ended the dis-
grace of internment of Japa-
nese-Americans on January 
2, 1945.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, hug a Vvet and God 
bless.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
I got this closet of an offi ce, 

right next to a giant oil burner, 
where I can close the door and 
eat some sort of sandwich, clos-
ing out not entirely the noises 
of a busy human services pro-
gram.  When I take a break I get 
a chance to check the weather 
and the day’s headlines on my 
computer.  Sometimes there’s 
sensational crime or  the up-
coming elections. But all too 
often there’s coverage of our 
troops deployed in the Middle 

East.  They don’t have the lux-
uries I take for granted every 
day.

First it was the TV, and now 
it’s the computer, that brings 
the war closer to home. How-
ever, the sanitized photos do 
not refl ect the “hours of bore-
dom punctuated by moments 
of sheer terror” our troops ex-
perience as they serve and give 
more than their best, again for 
a cause we may tend to doubt.

As I tearfully watched the 
coverage of the service for the 

young NYPD detective, killed 
in action by cowards, on his 
third tour, I didn’t doubt his 
heroism, dedication, honor and 
professionalism.  As his son 
saluted the casket, I hoped he 
would always remember what 

a great dad he had, taken too 
soon. We will remember!  As 
members of the American Le-
gion, we understand what sign-
ing up for the military means, 
from cook to general, espe-
cially during a time of interna-
tional confl ict.  We know you 
can be injured for life during 
your fi rst week of basic train-
ing.  We sometimes criticize the 
news media, but we also thank 
them as they cover the VA Hos-
pital management disaster that 
is not improving. 

In honor of our heroes, let’s 
begin the New Year right by 
focusing on the four pillars of 
our organization dating back 
to the founders of 1919:  veter-
ans affairs and rehabilitation, 
national security, 100% Amer-
icanism and children and 
youth.  Our young heroes and 
their brave families deserve it, 
let’s not let them down!

Happy New Year!  Our next 
meeting is the third Sunday, 
January 17 at 11 a.m. at Ameri-
can Turners. 
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BETTER GAS MILEAGE
LONGER TIRE LIFE

IMPROVED HANDLING
DECREASE WHEEL CORROSION

“WE DO 
THE RIGHT 

THING”

Retail
Location With 

Wholesale 
Pricing!

FREE

WITH THE PURCHASE OF ANY TIRES!
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TOM ALLON

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Tom wants answers to his security questions

Readers: Right about 
now, you may be 
feeling bad about 

the resolutions you’ve already 
broken, crushed into a million 
pieces and washed down with 
a pint of  Banana Chocolate 
Swirl Talenti .

But there’s no need to hate 
your ice-cream-addicted, 
never-get-ahead, willpower-of-
a-gnat (who doesn’t exercise) 
self. No indeed! 

A year-long resolution is 
simply too hard! The trick is 
to clear your mind and resolve 
to spend just two hours as the 
new you. All you need is a new 
“Post-New Year’s, Two-Hours-
Only Resolution.”

It’s easy! Here’s how I did 
it. As of Jan. 4, 9:30 am, I re-re-
solved that:

• I will not eat a second 
breakfast, right down to the ex-
tra buttery toast, with the ex-
cuse that, “I get my best work 
done right after a satisfying 
breakfast!”

• But…buttery toast. 
Mmm...

• No, no, no! They say that 
after you do something for 30 
days, it becomes a habit. So if 
I can just spend the next two 

Two hours to a better you this new year
hours being good, that’s like 
30 days on Mercury, right?

• And then I’ll be trim and 
healthy and positive!

• Positive I need more but-
ter-slathered toast.

• No! Positive about life! And 
health! And exercise! Like, I 
am positively glad I just joined 
the gym for a full year start-
ing, um, let me check … Sat-
urday?! I’ve already wasted al-
most a week of this ridiculous 
overpriced gym fi lled with 
torture equipment and people 
who look like they should be 
 doing Dasani ads ? 

• When all there really was 
was me, walking around the 
exercise room right before 
New Years, checking it out, 
imagining me so buff I’m no 
longer about to pass out on 
63rd Street when the escalator 
isn’t working up from the F 
train (ahem, MTA). And then 
I decided, “Yes! I’ll join for the 
free January and then be stuck 
paying through the nose for the 
next 11 months.” 

• Okay. Reset. The joyous 
exercisers are not “them.” 
They are me. I will become one 
of them. Hello, yoga for begin-
ners!

• Although, are there actu-
ally any yoga beginners left, 
besides me? I remember trying 
yoga once so long ago, it was be-
fore some cynical yogi came up 
with the idea of yoga mats — 
something you have to buy to do 
something that about a billion 
people do every day who live 
on lentils. Do you suppose they 
scrimp and save so that one glo-
rious day, God willing, forget 
about replacing the dead goat, 
they can buy a yoga mat? 

• Or yoga pants? 
• Can you believe that stu-

pid gym? Filled with sweaty 

hypocrites who can’t stop 
gulping water, wearing pants 
that cost more than a micro-
loan that could give the chil-
dren fresh goat milk every 
day and lift the entire family 
out of poverty? No way am I 
going there! For exercise, I’ll 
just start getting off the sub-
way one stop earlier.

• A stop with a working es-
calator.

• I will also quit reading 
my e-mails when I should be 
— Wow, this prince in Nigeria 
needs help securing his insur-
ance windfall! — concentrat-
ing. 

• What’s more, I will spend 
at least part of my day at my 
desk standing, since sitting is 
the new smoking.

• Or maybe I just won’t start 
smoking. Or even vape. Because 
vaping is the new smoking, too, 
except no one can agree if it’s 
going to kill you or just make 
someone want to kill you be-
cause you’re such a poser. 

• Question: How hip is it 
to smell like a grape Tootsie 
Pop?

• Resolve: I will not keep 
drifting off topic! I will con-
centrate on eating better, exer-

cising more, and focusing on 
my toast.

• Work, I mean! Focusing 
on my work! I will also read 
more books, call my relatives, 
write thank you notes and — 
OMG! Notes!

• I will mail out my holiday 
cards! 

• Ok, yes, yes, I will also 
write them fi rst. Jeez. And 
put them in envelopes. What 
am I, Superman? I suppose 
you think I should fi nd a 
bunch of stamps, too? Which 
would mean digging through 
the stationery drawer, which 
no one has successfully dug 
through since stamps came in 
a roll and you had to lick them. 
They had prices on them, too. 
Speaking of which, how many 
37-cent stamps does it take to 
mail a holiday card around 
mid-January?

• Presidents Day is a holi-
day too, you know. I’ll just say, 
“Happy Presidents Day” on 
them. It’s my personal toast to 
our presidents.

•TOAST!!!
Lenore Skenazy is a key-

note speaker and author and 
founder of the book and blog 
Free-Range Kids.

When I was growing 
up on the Upper West 
Side, I was a huge 

sports fan, my mood fl uctuating 
with the fortunes of the Mets 
and Knicks. On days that one 
of my teams was playing, I had 
a frisson of anticipation lifting 
my already youthful optimism.

As someone who now might 
delicately be called middle age, 
I often lament having lost that 
long-ago feeling of exuberance 
and wonder at something so 
seemingly trivial as a New York 
Mets day game.

It occurs to me that being 
a sports fan combines a lot of 
things that make life more in-
teresting: hero worship, paro-
chial rooting for one’s city, and 
a view of the world that clearly 
separates the winners from the 
losers.

If only life were so simple.
Thankfully, Presidential 

elections feel like the Super 
Bowl all the time. The stakes 
are extremely high, the candi-
dates ideally the best in their 
profession, and we have only 
one winner.

As the 2016 presidential cam-
paign kicks into high gear. I 

rarely miss a moment of the tele-
vised debates, I voraciously read 
the newspapers and websites de-
voted to politics and I have that 
youthful feeling of unmitigated 
excitement rising in my system.

2016 promises to be an elec-
tion season like no other. I re-
call being entranced by 2008, as 
a long-shot from Chicago came 
out of nowhere to eclipse the 
Democratic coronation of the 
fi rst female presidential nomi-
nee and then electrifi ed the 
country with his eloquent call 
for change and a more thought-
ful America.

The horse race between Ba-
rack Obama and Hillary Clin-
ton was mesmerizing. The fi rst 
African-American President 
was perhaps the only thing that 
could jettison Hillary’s path 
back to the White House. Like 
many Americans, I was moved 
by Obama’s backstory as the 
peripatetic son of an African 
man and a Kansas City woman, 
whose drive and sheer intelli-
gence vaulted him to Columbia 
and then Harvard Law School 
and then the U.S. Senate.

Many people say that each 
presidential election is a direct 

response to America’s frus-
trations with the previous oc-
cupant of the Oval offi ce. Bill 
Clinton’s youthful idealism and 
Horatio Alger story was an anti-
dote to the stale and failed ideas 
of George Bush senior, who was 
born on third base to a waspy 
Connecticut patrician who was 
a U.S. Senator.

Barack Obama was the an-
tithesis of George W. Bush: a 
very smart, deliberate, articu-
late, cool liberal. Obama was 
against the calamitous Iraq War, 
unlike Hillary, and his ability 
to lift the country through his 
soaring rhetoric was a welcome 
change from the English-chal-
lenged Bush.

And now, oh boy, we have the 
2016 primary season about to 
kick off in Iowa. There is some-
thing for everyone who has any 
interest in politics and in the fu-
ture of public policy. 

On the Democratic side, 
you’ve got the presumptive 
frontrunner, Hillary Clinton, 
the link to the centrist Dems 
of the 1990s. She doesn’t scare 
Wall Street, wants to help Main 
Street, and will be another his-
toric fi gure if she becomes the 

fi rst woman leader of the Free 
World.

The Republicans offer a lot 
of (less than optimal) options, 
from the new guard of the GOP 
(Rubio and Cruz), to the dynas-
tic (Jeb!), to the moderate Mid-
westerner (Kasich). New Jersey 
Gov. Chris Christie, who was 
left for dead just a month ago, 
looks revived because of the en-
dorsement of New Hampshire’s 
largest daily newspaper. 

But then, of course, there is 
Donald Trump, the 800-pound 
gorilla of the campaign so far. 
For more than six months now, 
reports of his death have been 
greatly exaggerated. The feisty 
and fast-talking developer from 
Queens has sucked all the oxy-
gen out of the race and has made 
himself the focus of a tsunami of 
media attention. 

Like many in America these 
past few months, I can’t stop 
watching Trump. He’s a walk-
ing train wreck, an entertain-
ing (and offensive) trash talker, 
and a showman like we’ve never 
seen on the national stage. He 
is so unpredictable that I think 
I sometimes watch him just to 
see what outrageous and crazy 

statement he will make next. It’s 
like watching Philip Petit on the 
high wire; just when you think 
he’s about to fall and crash to 
earth, he manages to fi nd his 
balance and marches forward.

Like the kid who couldn’t 
wait for the next game, I’m now 
counting the days to the debates 
and primaries of 2016 — it’s go-
ing to be a wild ride.

Tom Allon, the president of 
City & State NY, was a candi-
date for mayor in 2013. He can 
be reached at tallon@cityand-
stateny.com.  
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260 East 188th Street (at Valentine Ave)
Monday - Friday  3pm-9pm / Sat & Sun 10am-6pm

718.618.8365
470 East Fordham Rd (at Washington Ave)

Monday-Friday  3pm-7pm

718.960.3804
2021 Grand Concourse (at E. Burnside Ave)

Monday-Friday  3pm-8pm / Sat & Sun 10am-6pm

718.960.3805

Walk-In After Hours Medical Care for the Entire Family
  

� Quality walk-in medical care without an appointment.
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Aeon Maldonado admires some of the toys that were donated to Toys for Tots. 
 Photo courtesy of CASA

CASA Restaurant & Lounge, in Throggs Neck  recently hosted its fi rst annual Christmas Toy 
Drive to benefi t Bronx children. Seventy-fi ve toys were donated to Toys for Tots at the 45th 
Precinct on Tuesday, December 22.  The restaurant’s owner, Sam Beltro, and staff partici-
pated in the toy drive.

CASA RESTAURANT HOLDS TOY DRIVE FOR TOTS

Councilman Andy King, along with his wife Neva Shillingford King and the Bronx Youth Em-
powerment Program, hosted a holiday party, which included a holiday meal and gift giving, 
at the Bronx Youth Empowerment Program headquarters, 952 E. 218th Street. The party, 
which is held annually, saw more than 500 children and their families in attendance, who 
were able to meet costume characters Batman, Captain America, Iron Man and Mr. Met, the 
mascot for the New York Mets, as well as Santa Claus.  The event also included games, face 
painting, dancing, singing, a DJ and a hot lunch buffet. Each child was able to select more 
than one toy or game to take home.
    Pictured, King, along with his wife Neva, members of the Bronx Youth Empowerment 
Program and costume characters Batman, Captain America, Iron Man and baseball mascot 
Mr. Met. Photo courtesy of Councilman Andy King’s offi ce

COUNCILMAN KING HOSTS HOLIDAY PARTY

Santa Claus and his elven helpers visited Holy Family School’s universal pre-k students on 
Wednesday, December 16 to eat cookies and share in the seasonal merriment.

SANTA VISITS HOLY FAMILY SCHOOL PRE-K

Santa and his elves paid Holy Family School’s UPK students a visit before the Christmas 
holiday. Photo courtesy of Holy Family School

(Left) Daniel Carlton and Pa-
mela Monroe perform in the 
Huntington Library play. 
 Photo courtesy of Tom Casey

The Huntington Free Library 
in Westchester Square cel-
ebrated the holiday season 
with two events on  Saturday 
December 19 and Sunday, De-
cember 20.  On Saturday, Diane 
Davis of the Bronx Council on 
the Arts held a Green T-shirt 
workshop where used T-shirts 
were transformed into works 
of art. Then on Sunday, there 
was a staging of the theatrical 
comedy A Wing and a Prayer. 

HUNTINGTON LIBRARY HOSTS HOLIDAY EVENTS

In celebration of Christmas, Senator Jeff Klein hosted his second annual Breakfast with 
Santa on Saturday, December 19. Nearly 300 participants enjoyed a continental breakfast, 
danced to holiday music, and took family portraits with Santa at at St. Clare’s of Assisi 
School.  The children created holiday crafts and received gifts from Santa.

KLEIN SANTA BREAKFAST AT ST. CLARE’S

Senator Jeff Klein with Santa Claus and children. Photo courtesy of Senator Klein’s offi ce
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Action

Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
The 24 hour news cycle 

makes it hard to believe that 
any scrap of news didn’t get 
extensive coverage.  The real-
ity is, however, the stories that 
may have the greatest impact 
in the very near future went 
underreported throughout 
2015.  COMACTA reviews the 
most signifi cant.

The media largely ig-
nored Russia’s rise to power  
Yes, Moscow’s invasion of 
Ukraine was widely covered, 
but far less reported was the 
major buildup of the Russian 
military. The change in the 
balance of power over recent 
years has been dramatic.  For 
the fi rst time in history, the 
Kremlin has a greater nu-
clear force than the United 
States. 

Thanks to President 
Obama’s inexplicable and 
barely noted withdrawal of 
all American tanks from Eu-
rope (a few have since been 
returned) Moscow now has a 
signifi cant advantage in con-
ventional power in the Euro-
pean theater as well.  Putin’s 
reach extends far beyond Eu-
rope.  His nuclear bombers 
have resumed cold war patrols 

over the U.S. coastlines, as has 
his submarines. Combined 
with military agreements 
with Cuba and Nicaragua, 
the threat has been brought to 
America’s doorstep.

Mitt Romney, who noted 
this turn of events during his 
failed 2012 Presidential bid, 
was mocked at the time for his 
prediction.

A similar lack of media 
interest was observed in re-
porting about Beijing. Chi-
na’s aggressive acts, its estab-
lishment of military bases on 
rocky outcroppings in vital 
shipping lanes, and the intim-
idation of its neighbors were 
reported.  But little discussion 
was held about why Beijing 
was able to do so without fear 
of retribution.   

The fact is, China’s military 
has leaped to superpower sta-
tus, and it is still growing dra-
matically.  It’s navy already 
has more submarines than its 
U.S. counterpart. By 2020, its 
fl eet will be larger than Amer-
ica’s. There are consistent re-
ports that its nuclear forces, 
secreted in a vast network of 
underground tunnels, may be 
the largest on the planet.  Its 
cyber warfare forces are vast 

and actively assault western 
military, civilian and corpo-
rate sites consistently.   

By stealing technological 
secrets from the West, Beijing 
has been able to construct a 
very highly advanced mili-
tary at a fraction of the cost to 
U.S. taxpayers.

Until recently, the US and 
NATO constituted the plan-
et’s strongest alliance.  The 
United States defeated the So-
viet Union in the Cold War in 
part because of the Reagan 
military buildup, as well as 
the maintenance of a strong 
system of alliances and the co-
operation of China. The tables 
have been turned.  

China and Russia are now 
allies, training jointly in Asia, 
Europe, and elsewhere.  They 
are allied with Iran, North Ko-
rea, Cuba, Nicaragua, and oth-
ers. The United States, over 
the past several years, has 
weakened its alliances both 

through diplomatic errors and 
outright policy reversals on 
the part of the Obama White 
House, as well as a growing in-
ternational sense that the USA 
is no longer a reliable partner 
when the chips are down.  

Certainly, the diminished 
pentagon budget plays a role 
in the worries America’s al-
lies have in Washington’s 
ability, and willingness, to its 
treaty commitments.

The politicalization of sci-
ence was largely overlooked.  
The Paris climate change 
agreement was headline news, 
and throughout the past year, 
President Obama insisted 
that man-made global climate 
change was “settled science.”  
The media failed to report that 
there was signifi cant scientifc 
dissension.

Over 30,000 American sci-
entists, including 9,029 with 
PhDs, have opposed the views 
of those who claim human fac-
tors have altered the climate.

They were joined by those 
concerned that unproven and 
faulty global warming theo-
ries are being used as an ex-
cuse to enhance governmen-
tal authority, establish a more 
centralized economy, and en-

rich special interests. The U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce cites 
the astounding cost of the 
White House’s preferences, 
estimated at $50 billion annu-
ally.

With both the President 
and the media favoring the 
views of the climate change 
theory adherents, relatively 
little unbiased information 
has been made available to the 
public.

Even some advocates of 
global warming have objected 
to governmental intervention. 
Professor Richard Lindzen of 
MIT, quoted in infowars.com,  
notes that the changes due to 
global warming are too small 
to account for.  He stated that 
in a January 2014 article that 
“Global warming, climate 
change, all these things are 
just a dream come true for 
politicians. The opportunities 
for taxation, for policies, for 
control, for crony capitalism 
are just immense, you can see 
their eyes bulge.”

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio 
broadcasts at amfm247.com, 
and visit our website at comac-
tainc.com. 

BY DOROTHEA POGGI 
I wanted to personally take 

this opportunity to thank 
all the hardworking neigh-
borhood representatives and 
elected offi cials for all their 
concentrated efforts at aiming 
to maintain this wonderful, 
vibrant, community. 

I also want to wish all the 
readers of the Bronx Times Re-
porter and the staff a healthy 
and happy New Year.

To me and my members this 
is a time of refl ection: As most 
of you realize Ferry Point is a 
bit isolated from the normal 
politics and representation of 
the Throggs Neck community. 
We have had to study and re-
search each of the problems 
that we face independently of 
the normal channel. 

As the years passed and 
the torch was handed to the 
next leader, our pleas for help 
over the many years from 
Catherine Poggi, Maria Meli 
and Joanne Miller before me 
went mostly unanswered. 

With this in mind it is amaz-
ing how strong and intelligent 
these women were and are. 
Each leader had an important 
success that helped direct the 
future of this neighborhood by 
leaving options for better de-
velopment and less dead end 
(destructive/polluting) devel-
opment.

Catherine wished for a 
greenway which would travel 
along the waterfront from 
Manhattan to New Rochelle, 
replanting any wetlands along 
the way. This love of the wa-
terfront came from her walks 
along the East River prom-
enade with her fi rst baby in 
Manhattan. She ejoyed the 
many Baby Boomers as they 
chatted and shared stories 
each day while their hus-
bands found various jobs after 
WWII. 

With this in mind (as 
Parks and Recreation Chair-
person of Community Board 
10) Catherine worked on Weir 
Creek Park/ Veterans Me-

morial with Patrick Devine 
and managed to protect a 
section of the Westchester 
Creek wetlands from devel-
opment. With the greenway 
from Manhattan now up to 
Ferry Point Park, sustain-
able waterfronts became one 
of the priorities of this city 
and there are many proposed 
plans underway to restore 
the waterfront in sections 
throughout our area. 

Meli’s connection with na-
ture developed into an insis-
tence on having street trees 
replaced in our area to add 
beauty, fi lter car fumes, add 
shelter from sun and wind 
and drink up storm water. 
DEP is now prioritizing green 
infrastructure with swales 

and street trees and gardens 
to help reduce fl ooding and 
sewer overfl ows into our wa-
terways. 

Joanne Miller led a fi ght 
against an asbestos transfer 
station. Sleepless nights and a 
quick mind found the ‘bad ac-
tor’ connection between the 
past and present owner. As-
bestos particals are deadly 
and basically stay in the dirt/
dust and air for many years. 
This success not only saved 
the students, residents and 
commuters from exposure to 
these deadly carcinogen, but 
also allowed this area to ac-
cept a Home Depot across from 
that location and later the TN 
Shopping Mall. 

Dorothea Poggi (myself) 
lead the fi ght against a huge 
24-inch Iroquois Gas Pipeline. 
With the help of three great 
women from Throggs Neck 
and Locust Point we gathered 
thousands of letters (thank you 
all) against the land route of 
this pipeline. We were told by 

the Federal Energy Commis-
sion that without these sepa-
rate ‘Public Comment’ letters 
the pipeline would have been 
constructed (regardless of re-
sistance by electeds). 

Ripping through the entire 
area from east of the Throgs 
Neck Bridge toll booths across 
to Locust Point and then up 
through the streets to a facil-
ity of fi ve buildings across 
from what is now the TN Shop-
ping Center. 

The destruction of the wet-
lands, front yards, streets and 
Ferry Point Park was avoided 
and the dangers connected 
with this explosive pipeline 
were avoided. 

So with pats on the backs 
and hugs to the heroines of 
Ferry Point I bid you a happy 
New Year and may they serve 
as an incentive to you to get 
off your butts and help create 
the future you hope for… or at 
least help prevent others from 
sabotaging the future of your 
neighborhood.

Jeanne Jugan Home for 
the Aged, located at 2999 
Schurz Avenue, is always in 
need of brand new or near-

new items that can be sold 
in its gift shop and annual 
Christmas Sale. 

These items include jew-

elry, gift sets, electronic 
items, toys, specialty items, 
new tagged clothing, acces-
sories, collectibles. etc. 

If you have any questions 
regarding your possible do-
nation, contact Joanne at the 
Jeanne Jugan Home at (347) 

329 1800. 
If at all possible, drop off 

donations during the week-
days. 

Donations needed for Jeanne Jugan Home
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Community Board 7’s Christmas tree, located at Mosholu Parkway and Bainbridge Avenue. 
 Photo courtesy of Community Board 7

Community Board 7 recently hosted their annual Christmas Tree Lighting at Mosholu Park-
way and Bainbridge Avenue. The tree lighting was attended by over 450 children and family 
members, as well as Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz, Council-
man Andrew Cohen and Borough President’s offi ce representative Tom Luciana, along with 
members of CB7.  Santa was also in attendance, and he gave out goodies to attendees while 
children from P.S. and M.S. 20 sang numerous holiday songs.

CB7 ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj and leaders from the community deliverd holiday gifts to chil-
dren with special education needs at the New York Institute for Special Education on Friday, 
December 18.  Students sang Christmas carols during the celebration. 
    (Above) Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj presents gifts to special education students on De-
cember 18 Photo by James Rivera

GJONAJ DELIVERS GIFTS TO NYISE STUDENTS

On December 18, the Neighborhood Initiatives Development Corporation gave away toys to 
one thousand children at P.S. 96.  Children from ages zero to 16 received toys as they enjoyed 
arts and crafts, snacks, dancing and a visit from Santa.  For the last eight years with the 
support of Councilman James Vacca, NIDC has celebrated Christmas with this tradition. 

THE NIDC PROVIDES GIFTS FOR HOLIDAYS

(Above) Santa gives out presents to children in the Bronx at NIDC’s 8th annual holiday toy 
giveaway Photo Courtesy of The Neighborhood Initiatives Development Corporation (NIDC)

On Wednesday, December 23, Stand Up to the Violence sponsored a toy drive and distribut-
ed gifts to the children of the Soundview Community Center.  Stand Up to Violence includes 
a team of ten professionals who work to mitigate violence in the Bronx.

STAND UP TO VIOLENCE SPONSORS TOY DRIVE 

Minister Kwame Thompson, SUV Outreach Director, and some of the staff from SUV and 
the Sounview Community Center, and the children, who were looking forward to receiving 
Christmas presents. Silvio J. Pacifi co
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Upcoming Wave Hill events and programs
Upcoming Wave Hill pro-

grams and events include:
Saturday, January 16; Sun-

day, January 17: Family Art 
Project: Freedom Poem Tap-
estries: In honor of Dr. Martin 
Luther King’s birthday, learn 
about the poems and stories 
of celebrated African Ameri-
can poet Maya Angelou, and 
the inspiring patterns and 
meanings of African Ameri-
can quilts. Speak your truth 
in a poem you may embed into 
your own tapestry design with 
bits of cloth, yarn and felt and 
lots of freedom! Free, and ad-
mission to the grounds is free 
until noon. 

Saturday, January 16: Tai 
Chi Chuan: In this class, Ir-
ving Yee, a member of the 
William CC Chen Tai Chi 
School, introduces students 
to the internal martial arts, 
and promotes awareness of 
their health benefi ts. Classes 

Wave Hill Family Art Project Freedom Poem Tapestries participant por-
trays her art.                       Photo credit Joshua Bright.

are held indoors November 
through April. 

Saturday, January 16: 
Winter Wellness: Aligning 
Chakras Through Yoga And 
Art  New: In this series of 
hands-on workshops, learn 
about the medicinal quali-
ties of herbs and practice new 
wellness techniques.  In this 
session, learn about chakras 
and work to fi nd your own 
balance with yogi, artist and 
healer Sara Hart from iHart 
Lens. 

Sunday, January 17: Hatha 
Yoga: Classes are led by Yoga 
for Bliss director Neem Dewji, 
and are held indoors Novem-
ber through April. All levels 
welcome. 

Sunday, January 17: Medi-
tation: Each session, led by 
Yoga for Bliss director Neem 
Dewji, includes instruction in 
simple techniques, followed 
by guided meditations. Ses-

sions are held indoors Novem-
ber through March. All levels 
welcome. 

Sunday, January 17: Gar-
den & Conservatory High-
lights Walk: Join in for an 
hour-long tour of seasonal 
garden highlights. Free with 
admission to the grounds.

Wednesday, January 20: 
Finding My Way: Working In 
Helena’s Gardens At Meadow-
burn Farm—A Horticultural 
Lecture By Quill Teal-Sulli-
van  New: This is the fi rst in 
Wave Hill’s three 2016 Horti-
cultural Lectures, a winter se-
ries hosted by the Friends of 
Horticulture Committee and 
devoted to the subject of gar-
den design and the meaning 
of our interactions with plants 
and the natural world. This 
year’s series has been gener-
ously underwritten by Sarah 
Peter. They are held at the 
New York School of Interior 

Design. Three-lecture series: 
$60/$50 Wave Hill Member or 
student. Individual tickets: 
$25/$20 Wave Hill Member or 
student. Seating is limited, 
and advanced reservations 
are recommended, online at 

wavehill.org or by calling 
718.549.3200 x216, beginning 
December 10.

Wave Hill is located at 675 
West 252nd Street. For further 
information call  (718) 549-3200 
ext. 232.

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Monday at 4 pm for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

Stay informed & stay in style. Read the Bronx Times Reporter newspapers
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Straus Brothers buy into Macy’s in 1895

Nathan Straus, January 31, 1848 - January 11, 1931.

It seems like every other 
person I spoke to this week 
had questions about Macy’s 
Department Stores. I’ll try 
to answer them all in this 
one column starting in 1837 
when R. H. Macy got home 
from his four year whaling 
adventure aboard the Emily 
Morgen.

Before going out to sea, 
Macy worked part-time at 
the local dry goods store. Be-
sides whaling, it was his only 
other working experience so 
he decided to try going into 
business for himself.  

He opened his first dry 
goods store on Merrimack 
Street in Haverhill, Massa-
chusetts priding himself on 

his low prices. He expanded 
his operations but the ven-
ture eventually failed and he 
went bankrupt.

Rather than give up on 
retailing, he moved to New 
York City and began opera-
tions anew on October 28, 
1858 on Sixth Avenue be-
tween 13th and 14th streets 
which was far uptown at the 
time. 

Attracting customers 
that far north was his big-
gest problem thus he started 
advertising and attracting 
attention to his store in di-
verse ways encouraging 
shoppers to take advantage 
of his low prices any way he 
could. Before long he was 
expanding throughout the 
building making a name for 
himself in New York. 

 His store sales kept in-
creasing until he eventually 
ran out of space to expand 
in the Sixth Avenue location 

and it was then, in 1902, that 
he opened another shop fur-
ther uptown. 

This would become his 
flagship (appropriate term 
for a former seaman) store at 
34th Street and Broadway. 

He had used parades in 
the past to attract customers 
so it was not surprising that 
Macy’s established their an-
nual Thanksgiving Parade 
in 1924.  Years later they 
would add an Independence 
Day fireworks display.  

Bronxites will be inter-
ested in knowing that Macy’s 
Parkchester store opened in 
1941 and now, of course, the 
chain has sprouted up out-
lets throughout the country. 

The Herald Square store, 
by the way, was declared a 
National Historic Landmark 
in 1978. I believe they still 
have a working wood escala-
tor in that store.  

 The Straus brothers, 

Isidor and Nathan, had been 
running their fine china 
franchise very successfully 
at Macy’s for years so when 
they were afforded the op-
portunity to buy into the 
store in 1895, they did not 
hesitate. 

Eventually they would be-

Bronxites will 
be interested 

in knowing that 
Macy’s Parkchester 

store opened in 
1941.

come the principal owners.  
Since the turbulent 1980s, 

Macy’s has undergone nu-
merous other buy-outs, 
mergers and the like and R. 
H. Macy would be astounded 
at the over 800 outlets cur-
rently bearing his name and 
star logo.

REPRINTED FROM 1/19/2012
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LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF ARTICLE 9 UCC SALE OF
SHARES IN THE VAN CORT OWNERS,
INC. BY virtue of the default under various
promissory notes between Clearway
Associates, L.P., as borrower, and ARS
Investors II 2012-1 HVB, LLC, as lender. Shares
and the Lease allocated to Unit 2E (690 shares)
of 180 Van Cortlandt Park South, Bronx, NY
10463 will be sold by Richard B. Maltz, Licensed
Auctioneer DCA# 1240836 or David A.
Constantino, Licensed Auctioneer, DCA#
1424944, at a public auction on the 3rd day of
February, 2016 at 11:00 am at the New York
LaGuardia Airport Marriott Hotel, 102-05
Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhurst, NY 11369.
Registration begins at 10:00 am. This sale is
subject to the terms of the Proprietary Lease,
the by-laws, offering plan and any amendments
thereto and to any other rules and regulations
of the Cooperative Corporation. A down
payment, payable by certified or bank check(s)
drawn on a member bank of the New York
Clearing House and payable to the order 
of "Norris, McLaughlin & Marcus, PA, as
Attorneys" of at least Ten Percent (10%) of the
purchase price is required with the successful
bid at the time and place of sale. Cash and
other forms of checks will not be accepted. 
The balance of the purchase price, and any
additional payments required hereunder, shall
be payable within thirty (30) days of the auction.
Sale is subject to a 10% buyer’s premium and
the complete Terms of Sale as provided at the
time of auction as well as any outstanding
maintenance, assessments, other charges and
legal fees. The approximate amount of the lien
is $3,532,590 as of December 30, 2015. Norris,
McLaughlin & Marcus, PA, Attorneys for ARS
Investors II 2012-1 HVB, LLC, 875 Third Avenue,
8th Floor, New York 10018 (212) 808-0700. 
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Councilman Vacca (c) showed up with toys for the children which he distributed with help 
from (l-r) Paul Ragi; Andrea Siegel, PPNA vice president; Michael Rivadeneyra, Councilman 
Vacca’s chief of staff; Patrick Prenaj, Aleksander and Annabella Nilaj. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Patrick Prenaj, Abraham Mercedes, Paul Ragi, Aleksander Niaj, Andrea Siegel, Annabella 
Nilaj and Paulin Preldakao from the PPNA and the Open Hand Association at their joint food 
giveaway project on Lydig Avenue. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association and the Albanian American Open Hand 
Association distributed food and toys on Tuesday, December 22 to needy Bronx families.

PPNA, OPEN HAND FOOD GIVEAWAY

Aunt Cathy Praino, a community leader renowned for her dedication to our nation’s combat 
troops, was joined by Senator Jeff Klein on Thursday, December 17 in preparing holiday care 
packages to be mailed to American service members abroad.  Praino, whose late nephew 
Army Sergeant Christian Engeldrum was killed while serving in Afghanistan, has bundled 
nearly 5,000 care packages for the troops overseas.  Klein assisted Praino by covering the 
mailing costs and by making his district offi ce a drop-off center for supplies.

PRAINO, KLEIN SEND PACKAGES TO TROOPS

(Right) Aunt Cathy stands with Senator Klein as they prepare packages for our nation’s 
many brave combat service members. Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce

LEGAL NOTICE

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES
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Start Your Career  

DreamJobsNYC
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Did You Know?

That property owners and 
their insurance companies 
are responsible if you are 
injured by a dangerous
condition.

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
estar certificado se ofrece diario.
• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
• Electrocardiosram y filebotomia
• Auxiliar de Enfermeria
• �Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
• Assistimos en buscar trabajo

Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
Every course you need to be
certified is offered daily
• Home Health Aid
• EKG & Phlebotomy
•� CNA Course
•� Day and Evening Courses
• Experienced instructors
• Job assistance provided

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54











BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JANUARY 8-14, 201654    BTR

made in the early Monday morning 
homicide and the investigation is still 
ongoing.

Kingsbridge McDonald’s killing, teen knifed on Square
From page 1

Later the same day, at approxi-
mately 3:30 p.m., a 16-year old, who 
was walking with his 17-year old girl-
friend, was stabbed four times in the 
back by eight individuals just outside 
of the Lane Avenue McDonald’s. 

The victim, who refused ambula-
tory assistance, walked to Montefi ore 
Westchester Square Hospital, a few 
blocks away, before being transferred 
to Jacobi Hospital, where he is ex-
pected to survive.

Two of the suspects were arrested 
and charged with assault two, after 
being identifi ed by NYPD from video 
surveillance.

The NYPD did not release the 
names of the individuals, who are ju-
veniles. 

It is unclear if the suspects were 
students at Lehman High School, 
which has recently experienced street 
fi ghts and false fi re alarms.

The NYPD is seeking the public’s 
assistance in locating and identify-
ing a dark skin male suspect wanted 
in connection with the stabbing at the 
McDonald’s in Kingsbridge, who was 
captured by surveillance footage pro-
vided to the Bronx Times.

A reward of up to $2,500 has been 
offered for any information regarding 
this murder. 

Anyone with information regard-
ing Garcia’s homicide is asked to call 
NYPD Crime Stoppers at (800) 577-
TIPS. All calls are kept strictly confi -
dential.

Garcia was stabbed in the parking lot of the 
McDonald’s located at 5765 Broadway. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

(Right) Police are on the lookout for this 
man in connection with the Monday, Janu-
ary 4 stabbing murder of the Kingsbridge 
McDonald’s night manager, Adam Garcia. 
 Photo courtesy of NYPD

(Right) Hutchinson Metro Center currently 
has only one major access road, Marconi 
Street from Waters Place. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Hutchinson Metro Center off-ramp nearing reality
From page 1

nearby roadways, said Kelleher.  
Assemblyman Michael Benedetto 

and Councilman James Vacca at-
tended the meeting as well as members 
of the East Bronx Traffi c Coalition, a 
consortium of civic groups concerned 
about traffi c. 

“I think this is a very good pro-
posal for the Hutch Metro Center and 
the people working there, and the sur-
rounding communities,” said the as-
semblyman. 

The councilman recalled that un-
der the previous mayoral administra-
tion, the off-ramp at this location was 
not open for discussion. 

The feasibility study is the fi rst 
step in getting the ramp, or any capital 
project, he said. 

In addition to the ramp, the study 
is looking into creating a service road, 
and other enhancements. 

“We have to identify where (the 
ramp) would go, and sewer conditions, 
drainage issues, tree removal issues 
if there are any,… cost,” said Vacca, 

adding “Anyone of us who has driven 
on Waters Place during rush hour 
knows…traffi c has increased dramati-
cally.”

John Marano, who represented CB 
10 at the meeting, said the tone defi -
nitely sounded positive and he hopes 
to see follow-through. 

The developments at HMC, as well 
as a $30 million allocation to rebuild a 
signifi cant portion of I-95 in the vicin-
ity of Pelham Parkway, bode well for 
the area, said John Doyle, EBTC mem-
ber. 

“I think its great our Federal and 
State legislators have secured funding 
to examine and address traffi c conges-
tion at both the Hutch Metro Center 
and along Interstate 95,” he said. 
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“My kids know that I made the wrong turn and 
spent the rest of my life trying to make it right. I 
want them to be better than me.”

COACH DENNIS CLASS   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56

best season of her career. 
She scored 53 goals and dished 
out 18 assists to lead the Tigers 
to an undefeated regular sea-
son.  

TEAM OF THE YEAR
WINGS ACADEMY BOYS’ BAS-

KETBALL
There is one team at every 

school that will be remem-
bered forever and the 2014-
2015 Wings’ boys’ hoops team 
earned that honor. Most of the 
roster had tasted the previous 
semifi nal defeats. It then rode 
the emotion of a heartbreak-
ing loss to Cardozo at the SNY 
Invitational fi nal to getting its 
revenge with its fi rst city and 
brought. Just getting there 
brought tears to the eyes of 
coach Billy Turnage. Wings 
then rallied to end Christ the 
King’s two-year reign as state 
champs, ending the Royals bid 
for a historic third-straight 
crown.    

COACH OF YEAR
ANNIE ECKSTEIN

BRONX SCIENCE GIRLS’ SOC-
CER  

Her squad didn’t look like 
a typical Bronx Science team 
most of the regular season 
thanks to injuries and need-
ing to mesh new pieces. It lost 
easily to rival Beacon twice 
and also fell to HS for Math 
and Science. Eckstein kept tin-
kering and tweaking with the 
lineup and position until she 
got it right. After getting a lit-
tle luck in the semifi nals the 
Wolverines dominated Bea-
con to win its fi rst PSAL Class 
A title since 2010.    

BEST NEWCOMER
ISAIAH WASHINGTON
ST. RAYMOND BOYS’

BASKETBALL
It took some time for the 

talented sophomore to get go-
ing during his first season on 

the varsity, but when he did 
so did the Ravens. The 6-foot 
point guard averaged 17 
point per game over his final 
seven last year to help lead 

St. Raymond to the Archdi-
ocesan final. Washington 
built of that and became a 
highly sought after commod-
ity for college coach, garner 

offers from the likes of Rut-
gers, USF and Seton Hall.

BEST UPSET

THE YEAR’S BEST IN BX 
HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

LOOKING BACK AT 2015

Wings center Jessie Govan, currently playing at Georgetown, was named as the high school boy’s athlete of the 
year by the Bronx Times. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 57

WINSTON DINKINS
COACH / PRESIDENT

Happy New Year! If this 
weekend’s performance is a 
sign on how 2016 will be, then 
Velocity Track Club New York 
will have a bless year.  On the 
weekend of January 2rd, 2016, 
VTC girls competed in Week #2 
of the Colgate Women’s Games 
and on Sunday, January 3rd 
the boys and some girls com-
peted in the YMCA Brooklyn 
Armory Meet #1.  Both meets 
were highly competitive with 
athletes traveling as far as 
Georgia.  In Week #1 of the Col-
gate Women’s Games, we were 
just coming off the cross coun-
try season and we didn’t ad-
just to the sprints as good as 
we wanted to. In Week #1, we 
had 5 girls earn points, Domi-
nique Jackson, Nariah Mathis, 
Olyvia Burrell, Jada Clark and 
Danielle Jackson.  In Week #2, 
we have 7 girls earn points, 
plus some of them earn points 
in 2 events.  Athletes added to 
the list of point earners are Bri-
anna Burrell, Jaelah Eargle 
and Pearl Webster. Great job!

As of January 1st 2016, some 
athletes moved up to a new 
age division. Every two years 
starting at 8 years old, athletes 
will compete in a two year age 
bracket under the USA Track & 
Field rules, 9 & 10, 11 & 12, 13 & 
14, 15 & 16 and 17 & 18 years old.  
Therefore on Sunday, January 
3rd, 2016 at the Park Slope Ar-
mory YMCA (Brooklyn) Meet 
#1, some of our children moved 
up to a new age division. The 
meet events were long jump, 
high jump, 4x200 relay, 1500 
meters, 3000 meters, 200 me-
ters, 800 meters and 4X400 me-
ters relay.  Medals were given to 
the top 5 athletes in their event, 
gender and division.  VTC were 
able to muscle up 12 medals. In 
the boys 8 & under age division, 
Pierce Parker took 2nd place in 
the 1500 meter run and Dillon 
Hampton took 3rd.  Moving 
up to the boy’s 11 & 12 age di-

Velocity 
Track Club 
New York 
highlights 

Continued on Page 4
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
DeWitt Clinton will begin its new era 

of football with Class. 
Offensive line coach Dennis Class 

was promoted to head coach by the 
school with the blessing of retiring 
coach Howard Langley, who leaves after 
11 seasons. The majority of his staff will 
stay in place around Class also, accord-
ing to Langley. 

Class, who was also the Governors’ 
junior varsity coach in his fi rst season, 
has deep Bronx football ties. The 33-year 
old played and coached at Christopher 
Columbus. He also coached the lines 
at rival Kennedy for three years before 
heading to Clinton with aspirations of 
one day being its head coach. 

“To be the head football coach at the 
best program in the Bronx and one of the 
best programs in the city, I would have 
never thought when I started coaching at 
the age of 18,” Class said. 

He impressed Langley from a far for 
years and seeing him up close quickly 
sealed the deal that he would succeed 
him.

“At some point he just gave me that 
look and said, ‘You’re the front runner.’” 
Class said. 

Langley found everything he was 
hoping for in a successor in Class. He 
wanted the responsibilities of a head 
coach, was young and energetic and has 
an excellent football mind in his opinion. 
But none of that was what truly earned 
him the job. 

The most important thing in Lang-
ley’s mind was Class’ dedication to the 
kids, how they gravitated to him and his 
willingness to developing them as peo-
ple.  

“He was about the individual,” Lan-
gley said. “He would make sure the kids 
had breakfast before we traveled. He 
would go the extra mile to make sure the 
little things were taken care of. To me 
that is the ultimate.”

All of that comes from Class’ own 
upbringing. He understands the type of 
problems his players are going through. 
His father left when he was 13-years old 
and was raised by his grandmother. 
Class failed all his courses as a fresh-
man at Clinton and transferred to Co-
lumbus when he was told he couldn’t 
stay around the football team as motiva-
tion to straighten himself out academi-
cally. 

He dropped out of high school before 

eventually earning his GED. Class at-
tended and played at SUNY Canton ju-
nior college from 2002-2003. He returned 
home to coach at Columbus and led it to 
a Bronx division title in 2006 as the of-
fensive coordinator. It was than that he 
decided to truly get his life together, with 
the prodding of Mustangs’ coach David 
Diaz. Class got his degree at SUNY Cor-
tland and he currently teaches Math at 
Bronx Theater High School. 

“My kids know that I made the wrong 
turn and spent the rest of my life try-
ing to make it right,” Class said. “I want 
them to be better than me.”

In Class the players get one of the 
best offensive line coaches in New York 
City. He helped Clinton reach the play-
offs with a line that had two kids who 
had never played before. He is the second 
former Kennedy coach to land at Clinton 
since former head man Alex Vega joined 
Langley’s staff in 2010.

“It seems like that throwaway is my 
gift,” Langley said. “I’ll take it every 
time.”

It’s now Class’ time to shine with the 
baton passed to him.

“I have been prepping for this my 
whole coaching life,” Class said.  

Coach Class tapped 
as Clinton headman 

DeWitt Clinton offensive line coach Dennis Class has been promoted to head coach for next 
season, taking over for the retired Howard Langley. Photo courtesy of Dennis Class

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Jose Perez said he was sorry in the best 

way possible. 
The Wings boys’ basketball star for-

ward sat on the bench for the fi rst quarter 
against Staten Island power Curtis for dis-
ciplinary reasons. He saw his team trail-
ing by nine points heading into the sec-
ond. 

Perez didn’t wait long to impact the 
game once he stepped on the court. He 
scored 15 of his 20 points in the second 
quarter and helped his team stabilize the 
game with is defense and presence on the 
backboards. 

“My mind set is get the team back and 
make a run, chip the lead down and go-
ing into the second half and take over the 
game,” Perez said. 

Wings rallied to tie the score going into 
halftime and never trailed after a 3-pointer 
from Boubacar Kamissoko to start the 
third. The defending PSAL and state Fed-
eration Class AA champions when on to 
grind out a 75-61 victory against the War-
riors at the Benjamin Cardozo Classic in 
Queens on Jan. 2. 

“Jose is a big part of our team,” Kamis-
soko said. “He’s one of the leaders. He can 
score. He can pass and he can rebound it.”

Perez’s presence not only gave Wings 
(7-0) immediate scoring help, but allowed 
it to reclaim control of the rebounding 
battle. Curtis (9-4) was limiting the Bronx 

school to just one shot and scoring in tran-
sition.  

“For me it was defensive rebounding, 
taking charges,” Perez said. 

Wings coach Billy Turnage said he ex-
pected a slow start and for Curtis’ physical 
style to bother his club out of the gate. His 
team hadn’t played a game in 10 days and 
his club was going to have to fi gure out 
how to play with Perez out of the lineup. 

Wings was originally scheduled to play 

over Christmas at the Showcase At The 
Wood tournament in Newport News, Vir-
ginia. But it was told by the Virginia High 
School League that it would not sanction 
its games despite the two teams it was set 
to play having the green light from its gov-
erning body to compete against Wings.

The Wings club is not sanctioned this 
season for interstate competition by the 
NYSPHSAA after playing Virginia pow-
erhouse Oak Hill in the televised and un-

sanctioned Dick’s Sporting Goods High 
School Nationals in April. Turnage ac-
cepted the consequences. 

“There was nothing we could do about 
it,” he said. “People keep asking me would 
you change it. To be honest with you I 
wouldn’t change it because 99 percent of 
my kids are never going to play on ESPN 
again. We followed what the PSAL told us 
to do.“

He watched the team’s new core play 
well against the Warriors. Kamissoko 
scored a game-high 22 points, including 
three treys. Kevin Saylor scored 16 points 
and point guard Malik Mooving dropped 
in 10. Samuel Majekodunmi lead Curtis 
with 13 points. 

Curtis was as close as 54-51 with 1:57 
to play in the third after a three by Chris-
topher Fabozzi. Wings responded with 
transition layups from Saylor and Moov-
ing and tip in at the buzzer from Kamis-
soko to take a 60-51 lead into the fourth. 
The Warriors never seriously threated 
again.

Turnage said the whole second half 
fed off the way his team closed things go-
ing into the break with Perez back on the 
fl oor. 

“It was big for us in the second quarter 
to make a run tie the game at the half,” In 
the second quarter we came with more en-
ergy and more will. It still wasn’t pretty, 
but it was better than the fi rst quarter.” 

Perez’ big second quarter powers Wings past Curtis

A big second quarter from Jose Perez (l.) was all Wings needed to turn things around against 
Curtis. Photo by William Thomas
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The year’s best in Bronx high school sports
LOOKING BACK AT 2015

best season of her career. She scored 
53 goals and dished out 18 assists to 
lead the Tigers to an undefeated regu-
lar season.  

TEAM OF THE YEAR
WINGS ACADEMY BOYS’ BASKETBALL

There is one team at every school 
that will be remembered forever and 
the 2014-2015 Wings’ boys’ hoops team 
earned that honor. Most of the ros-
ter had tasted the previous semifi nal 
defeats. It then rode the emotion of a 
heartbreaking loss to Cardozo at the 
SNY Invitational fi nal to getting its re-
venge with its fi rst city and brought. 
Just getting there brought tears to the 
eyes of coach Billy Turnage. Wings 
then rallied to end Christ the King’s 
two-year reign as state champs, end-
ing the Royals bid for a historic third-
straight crown.    

COACH OF YEAR
ANNIE ECKSTEIN

BRONX SCIENCE GIRLS’ SOCCER  
Her squad didn’t look like a typi-

cal Bronx Science team most of the 
regular season thanks to injuries and 
needing to mesh new pieces. It lost eas-
ily to rival Beacon twice and also fell 
to HS for Math and Science. Eckstein 
kept tinkering and tweaking with the 
lineup and position until she got it 
right. After getting a little luck in the 
semifi nals the Wolverines dominated 
Beacon to win its fi rst PSAL Class A 
title since 2010.    

BEST NEWCOMER
ISAIAH WASHINGTON
ST. RAYMOND BOYS’

BASKETBALL
It took some time for the talented 

sophomore to get going during his 
first season on the varsity, but when 
he did so did the Ravens. The 6-foot 
point guard averaged 17 point per 
game over his final seven last year 
to help lead St. Raymond to the Arch-
diocesan final. Washington built 
of that and became a highly sought 
after commodity for college coach, 
garner offers from the likes of Rut-
gers, USF and Seton Hall.

BEST UPSET
Fordham Prep’s Cameron Pinn 

beats the buzzer to hand the Ken-
nedy Catholic boys’ basketball team 
its first loss.

The senior’s layup off a pass from 
Anthony Bronzo sent Fordham fans 
stormed the court to celebrate a 
thrilling 48-46 home victory over the 
previously unbeaten and division 
leading Gaels on Senior Night. Ken-
nedy Catholic won the first meeting 
by 17 points and its first 23 games. 
Patrick Murray led Fordham with 18 
points.  

BEST CLUTCH PERFORMANCE
JUSTIN COVINGTON

CARDINAL HAYES FOOTBALL 
There was so much on the line for 

Hayes in its CHSFL Class AAA semifi nals 
against St. Anthony’s and the Villanova-
bound running back ensured he and his 
team accomplished all of it. Covington ran 
for a season high 273 yards and scored fi ve 
touchdowns on 32 carries. He had scoring 
runs of 6, 45, 56, 16, and 3 yards to ensure 
the Cardinals their fi rst trip to the ‘AAA’ 
title and more importantly help his club 
win for teammate Delano Cowan, who 
died a week earlier. 

GAME OF THE YEAR
Clinton beats Kennedy on late Davian 

Rutledge touchdown in coach Howard 
Langley’s last in the rivalry.

The back-and-forth affair will go down 

in history as the “Sock Game.” Clinton re-
ceiver Davian Rutledge caught a 21-yard 
touchdown pass with 4:15 to play in the 
contest from Dashown Wilson Jr., who 
shook off what appeared to be a game-de-
ciding fumble. Rutledge did so while wear-
ing the socks from the teams in the 1970’s 
that afternoon from school athletic direc-
tor Bob Finkelstein. The team’s heart and 
resolve brought the retiring Langley to 
tears in the postgame huddle.   

STORY OF THE YEAR
Monroe boys’ soccer team nearly los-

ing its season to city champs.
One less player, one more forfeit and the 

Monroe boys’ soccer team’s year was over 
before it started. Instead the Eagles had 11 
kids to play Taft in their third scheduled 
game and didn’t lose again. Monroe, the 
15th seed, capped a string of 12 straight 

wins with a 2-1 victory over Springfi eld 
Gardens for its fi rst PSAL Class B crown. 

QUOTE OF THE YEAR
“We had to fi nd that chemistry. It 

was a long haul. A lot of quiet kids and 
just encourage them to be silly,” said 
Fieldston coach Stefanie Gozdziewski.

The Eagles lost six seniors from 
consecutive championship squads 
and needed to reestablish its chemis-
try, identity and camaraderie with a 
younger group. Gozdiewski, her coach-
ing staff and her senior did so by estab-
lishing a relaxed and fun, but focused 
environment that helped the team earn 
its third straight NYSAISAA crown. 
Her player did plenty of singing, danc-
ing and chanting after the second-
seeded Eagles beat No. 1 Poly Prep in 
the fi nal.   

Cardinal Hayes running back Justin Covington had the Best Clutch Performance in The Bronx in 2015. Photo by Robert Cole

From Page 1
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Kennedy senior guard Justin Batiz 

was unstoppable with the game on the 
line. 

The senior guard, who was in and 
out of the game because of foul trouble, 
scored 11 of the Kennedy boys’ basketball 
team’s 15 points in overtime to lead his 
club to a 76-65 victory against Bedford 
Academy on Dec. 2 at the Benjamin Car-
dozo Classic. 

“One of the things I felt that I should 
do is lead my team,” Batiz said. “I was 
sitting out part of the fi rst half in foul 
trouble and in the second half I wanted to 
come out with a big bang for my team.”

Batiz scored a game-high 26 points, 
20 of which came in the second half and 
overtime. Bakary Camara also came up 
big in the second half as he scored 13 
of his 16 points after the break. It was 
enough to earn the Knights the win.

Kennedy as outscored Bedford 23-15 in 
the quarter and held a (51-44) lead heading 
into the fi nal quarter. In the fourth, Bed-
ford found the shooting stroke it strug-
gled with most of the afternoon. It went 
on a 9-0 run and held Kennedy scoreless 
for 3:45. Bedford outscored the Knights 
17-10 in the quarter, but the Knights re-
fused to let the game get away.  

A dominant fi nal minute by senior 
Camara helped send the game to over-
time Camara had a three-point play, an 
assist, and a steal that allowed Kennedy 
to tie the score at 61-61 at the end of the 

regulation. Batiz took it from there. 
“At times they didn’t play smart but 

they played hard,” legendary Kennedy 
coach Johnny Mathis said. “At the end we 
played our defense well and rebounded 
well. The most important thing was that 
we were able to run our offense and that’s 
what freed Justin up in overtime.”  

Kennedy got off to a bit of a sluggish 
start on offensive in the fi rst quarter, but 

in the last two minutes Kennedy found a 
rhythm and the press slowed down Bed-
ford. The Knights ended the quarter on a 
9-0 run to take a narrow 15-12 advantage. 

The size of Kennedy was giving an un-
der-sized Bedford squad fi ts on the glass, 
leading to second chance points. But the 
Panthers were able to use their speed and 
effectiveness in transition to fi nd some 
offensive and went into the half with a 

narrow 29-28 lead. 
Bedford senior Anthony Munson and 

sophomore Angelo Stuart both fi nished 
with 19 points apiece.

Coming out of the locker room, Ken-
nedy got of to a fast start thanks to Ba-
tiz, who had to sit out most of the second 
quarter with foul trouble. The Knights 
went on a 9-2 run with Batiz scoring 
seven points during the spurt. Doing so 
again in overtime gave Kennedy a mo-
mentum-building win. 

“This game will give us the extra 
push that we need moving forward.” Ca-
mara said. “It’s going to motivate us and 
we will carry the intensity from this 
game into our next game on Monday.” 

Construction 67, Eagle 64: The Ea-
gles used a 24-3 run to erase a 57-36 third 
quarter defi cit, but couldn’t retake the 
lead against the two-time defending 
Queens borough champions. Eagle tied 
the score twice on buckets by Nelson 
Samuel in the fi nal 2:00, but saw the Red 
Hawks make enough free throws down 
the strength to put the game away. 

Negus Hazel led Eagles with 17 
points, including fi ve 3-pointers. 
Three of those trey came in the 
fourth quarter where the junior 
scored 11 of his points. Malcolm 
Martinez had 14 points and Nelson 
Samuels added seven. Marcus Saint 
Furcy scored 19 points for Construc-
tion, which had four players in dou-
ble fi gures. 

Batiz’ hot shooting in overtime powers Kennedy

Senior guard Justin Batiz scored 11 points in 
overtime to help Kennedy to a win over Bed-
ford. Photo by William Thomas

Senior Bakary Camara came up big in the 
fourth quarter for Kennedy against Bedford.
 Photo by William Thomas

& 12 age division, Dontae Lindo won 
the 3000 meter run and took 2nd in the 
800 meter race.  Then Julian Caldwell 
ran his personal best in the 800 meters 
to earn a bronze (3rd) medal.  Also in 
the same age division, Jordan Ingram 
won a bronze medal (3rd) in the high 
jump.  All 3 boys move up to an older 
division and were able to medal.  In 
the Girls 13 & 14 age division, Danielle 
Jackson took 2nd in the 200 meter dash 
and Shantae Leach took 3rd.  In the 
boys 15 & 16 age division, Raseam Phil-
lip won a bronze medal (4th) in the 200 
meter dash.  Darius Gordon took 2nd 
in the long jump and 3rd in 800 meters.  
Ladarius Jones took 3rd in the long 
jump.  Great job all athletes!  Parents 
and coaches are proud of what your 
have accomplishment. 

Our next meet will be the Colgate 
Women’s Games on January 8th – 10th 
and the AAU Mid Season Invitational 
Championship at the New Balance, Ar-
mory on January 10th.

 Velocity Track Club New York is a 
501C3 Non for profi t.  100% of your do-
nation will go to help our children.  For 
additional information, you can go to 
our web site Velocitytrack.org or con-
tact me, Coach Winston Dinkins at 
914-441-6196 or email me at watclt@aol.
com.  

Picture: Velocity Track Club New York’s 2015 National Champion and Elite Eight (Podium) 
athletes.

from Page 155

Velocity Track Club New York highlights 

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!
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2004 Toyota Sequioa, 8 cyl, auto, 197K mi. 7960T $3995
2002 Chrysler Sebring, V6, auto, 104K. mi. 646A $3995
2004 Honda Odyssey, V6, auto, 197K mi. 7076T $4995
2002 Acura RSX, 4 cyl, manual, 86K mi. L1272T $5995
2005 Jeep Grand Cherokee, V6, auto, 144K mi. 967A $5995

2008 Mitsubishi Eclipse, 4 cyl, auto, 59K mi. 7944 $6977
2003 Saturn Vue, V6, auto, 112K mi. 7075T $6977
2007 Suzuki Forenza, 4 cyl, auto, 76K mi. 6779T $6995
2006 Mercedes-Benz CLK350, V6, auto, 91K mi. 1127A $7995
2014 Nissan Versa, 4 cyl, auto, 56K mi. 7984 $8777

2006 Ford Mustang GT Prem.
$10,900

Stk #8097T, 8 cyl, auto, 66K mi

BUY
FOR 

2009 Dodge Charger R/T
$12,997

Stk #7990, 8 cyl, auto, 63K mi.

BUY
FOR 

2012 Suzuki SX4
$5995 

Stk #304032, 4 cyl, auto, 72K mi. 

BUY
FOR 

2005 BMW 325x iDrive
$5995 

Stk #L1390T, V6, auto, 156K mi.

BUY
FOR 

2007 Suzuki XL7
$4995 

Stk #L1320T, V6, auto, 31K mi.

BUY
FOR 

2005 Chevrolet Trailblazer 4x4
$5990 

Stk #317630, V6, auto, 77K mi.

BUY
FOR 

2004 Mazda Mazda6
$3995 

Stk #8093T, 4 cyl, auto, 159K mi.

BUY
FOR 

2005 Ford Focus
$3995 

Stk #8095T, 4 cyl, auto, 165K mi.

BUY
FOR 

2004 Toyota Camry
BUY FOR 

$3995
Stk #L1369T, 4 cyl, auto, 143K mi.

2009 Nissan Altima
BUY FOR 

$3995
Stk #L1313T, V6, auto, 128K mi.

2006 Pontiac G6
BUY FOR 

$3995
Stk #L1333T, V6, auto, 146K mi.

2007 Dodge Charger
BUY FOR 

$3995
Stk #850325, V6, auto, 121K mi. 

2013 Nissan Armada
$22,777
Stk #8007, 8 cyl, auto, 58K mi.

BUY
FOR 

2014 Chrysler 300 Ltd
$18,677

Stk #7893, V6, auto, 29K mi.

BUY
FOR 

2012 BMW 128i
$16,677

Stk #7878, V6, auto, 62K mi.

BUY
FOR 

2014 Nissan Maxima
$15,777

Stk #7958, V6, auto, 40K mi.

BUY
FOR 

CARS STARTING   $3995
ENDING AT $8777

AS
LOW
AS

2010 Hyundai Sonata, 4 cyl, auto, 98K mi. L1100T $4777
2006 Infiniti G35 Cpe, V6, auto, 145K mi. L1280T $5777
2011 Chevrolet Malibu, 4 cyl, auto, 58K. L1072T $7777
2006 Chevrolet Equinox, 4 cyl, auto, 119K mi. L1224T $7995
2008 Lincoln Navigator, 8 cyl, auto, 112K mi. 063525 $8995

2006  Nissan 350Z Cpe, V6, auto, 87K mi. 8096T $8995
2006 Audi A8 L, 8 cyl, auto, 137K mi. L1121T $8997
2007 Audi Q7, 6 cyl, auto, 89K mi. L1289T $8997
2008 Infiniti G35 AWD, V6, auto, 75K mi. 8021 $10,795
2008 GMC Yukon, 8 cyl, auto, 180K mi. L1118T $10,995

Year Make/Model/Equip/Miles Stock # Buy for Year Make/Model/Equip/Miles Stock # Buy for 

>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<

2001  BMW X5, V6, auto, 118K mi. M85753 $3995
2006 BMW 750i, 8 cyl, auto, 143K mi. L1091T $6995
2010 Chevrolet Camaro, V6, auto, 27K mi. L1223T $15,777
2010 Mercedes-Benz S350 4matic, V6, auto, 76K mi. L1395T $17,795

2011 BMW 5 series, V6, auto, 80K mi. L854T $21,977
2013 Mercedes-Benz C300, V6, auto, 22K mi. 8012 $22,997
2013 Nissan Pathfinder, V6, auto, 37K mi. 7717 $23,997
2011 Audi Q5, 4 cyl, auto, 49K mi. 7859 $24,995

LUXURY FOR LESS!

Ad is a coupon & must be presented prior to negotiations. Prices exclude taxes, registration fees & title fees. Pictures for illustration purposes only. All cars sold cosmetically as is. 
Not responsible for typo errors. All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis. Offers expire 7 days after publication. NYS DMV #7099068/7099067, NYC DCA #1187918/#1187917.

4070 & 4101 Boston Road 
in the Bronx 

(just off I-95, Exit 13 Conner Street)

855-418-0803  VictoryAutoGroup.com

Year Make/Model/Equip/Miles Stock # Buy for Year Make/Model/Equip/Miles Stock # Buy for 

Year Make/Model/Equip/Miles Stock # Buy for Year Make/Model/Equip/Miles Stock # Buy for 
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Like Us On
Facebook

Your Bronx

Neighbor That

Cares For You

2000 E. GUN HILL ROAD
BRONX, NY 10469

(718) 320-0400
WWW.KINGSHARBOR.COM

Like Us On
Facebook

2000 E. GUN HILL ROAD
BRONX, NY 10469

(718) 320-0400
WWW.KINGSHARBOR.COM

WHO KNEW ALL OF THIS

Your Bronx

Neighbor That

Cares For You

Five Star
Quality Rated
by Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services

Ranked In 1st
Quintile by New 

York State Quality 
Pool Indicators

WAS AT KINGS HARBOR?

I visited the beauty 
salon, made new 
friends and went 

to the theatre.
All of this while 

receiving excellent 
medical care and 
rehabilitation at
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