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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Pedestrian safety improve-

ments have been completed at 
one of the borough’s busiest 
intersections. 

Renovations of crosswalks 
and traffi c calming devices 
for pedestrians and cyclists 
at Hunts Point Avenue and 
Bruckner Boulevard, under 
the Bruckner Expressway 
overhead highway, were cel-
ebrated at the intersection on 
Wednesday, December 23. 

Improvements were made 
at others nearby intersections 
as well.  

NYC Department of Trans-
portation commissioner Polly 

Trottenberg was joined at the 
busy location by Assembly-
man Marcos Crespo, Com-
munity Board 2, the Point 
Community Development Cor-
poration and the Hunts Point 
Advisory Board at a press 
conference called to discuss 
the changes. 

“By listening to and engag-
ing with a local community 
deeply concerned about colli-
sions here, we together have 
created a much safer Bruck-
ner Boulevard (and) Hunts 
Point Avenue interchange 
that extends sidewalks, adds 
pedestrian islands and calms 
traffi c,” said Trottenberg. 

One of the more challeng-
ing parts of the intersection is 
the traffi c weaving on Bruck-
ner Boulevard’s main service 
road as it approaches an on 
ramp to the Sheridan Express-
way, she said. 

Crespo recalled what the 
intersection was like be-
fore DOT implemented the  
changes. 

“This crossing was like a 
crap shoot every day,” said 
Crespo, adding “You did not 
know if you would make it to 
the other side.” 

The improvements may 

(Above) Chrys Napolitano poses with her dog, Mini and Cooper, 
along with Santa Claus during the Santa Paws Christmas Party. 
See story on page 16. Photo courtesy of Bronx Foxy Pets

Bronx Foxy Pets hosted their fi rst Annual Santa Paws Christmas 
Party for dog owners and their pets in Throggs Neck on Saturday, 
December 19. The holiday party with Santa Claus at the Ice House 
Cafe was a benefi t for a fund that will help in animal emergency 
situations in the borough

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A Lehman Educational 

Campus student was nabbed 
‘blue handed’ after allegedly 
pulling a fi re alarm last week. 

According to a NYPD 
spokesman, a 14-year old male 
Lehman Educational Campus 
student was arrested by police 
after pulling the fi re alarm at 
the fi rst fl oor exit resulting in 
the evacuation of the entire 
school.

Police from the 45th Pre-
cinct and fi re fi ghters were 
dispatched to the scene at 
around 2 p.m. where they dis-
covered the suspect with blue 
colored fi re alarm tamper dye 
staining his hand.

The teenager was arrested 
and charged with reckless en-
dangerment and fi ling a false 
report of a fi re following the 
incident.

This most recent stunt oc-
curred on the last day of school 

before mid-winter recess and 
is part of a growing trend of 
false fi re alarms happening at 
the educational institution.  

As previously reported by 
the Bronx Times, Lehman 
Educational Campus experi-
enced a nearly week-long spree 
of fi ghts and false fi re alarms 
from Monday, November 30 to 
Thursday, December 3 which 
witnessed thousands of stu-
dents fl eeing into the streets, 
most of whom never returned 
to school.

It is widely believed the 
street brawls which occurred 
in Westchester Square dur-
ing the original string of false 
fi re alarm incidents were 
alledgedly arranged by stu-
dents who sent text messages 
to each other during class 
time, according to Council-
man James Vacca.

Returning students were 
subjected to hour long waits 

at metal detectors to re-enter 
Lehman High School result-
ing in the lost of valuable class 
time.

According to the 
Westchester Business Im-
provement District, local mer-
chants were forced to close 
their doors and turn away cus-
tomers and Owen Dolen Park 
was under lockdown until po-
lice arrived during these orig-
inal incidents. 

Since then, there have not 
been any more fi ghts occur-
ring at Westchester Square, 
said a spokesperson foe the 
WSBID. 

A DOE spokesman said in 
regards to last week’s incident 
at Lehman Educational Cam-
pus, each DOE school has in-
dividualized procedures in 
place to respond to emergen-
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
An insightful sports writer with a 

fi ghter’s spirit continues to inspire hope 
after his recent passing.

Long time ‘Pipe Dreams’ sports 
columnist, Bob Connolly, 73, died on 
Wednesday, December 23 due to compli-
cations from post-polio syndrome.

Born in Parkchester on October 28, 
1942, Connolly was an avid sports fan 
whose passion for writing helped him 
overcome his physical disability. 

Coincidently born on the feast day of 
St. Jude, the patron saint of desperate 
situations and lost causes, Connolly’s 
unshakable faith and hope would help 
him achieve his goals despite the many 
challenges he faced.

Diagnosed at age 12 with polio, Con-
nolly underwent physical and occupa-
tional therapy to rebuild his strength 
after leaving the hospital.

 However he had lost motor function 
in his left arm due to the spinal chord 
disease. Naturally left handed, Con-
nolly learned to use his right hand in-
stead.

Connolly attended school at St. Hel-
ena Elementary School and St. Hel-

‘Pipe Dreams’ columnist 
Bob Connolly dead at 73

An avid sports fan, Bob Connolly was best 
known for writing his weekly ‘Pipe Dreams’ 
sports column sharing little known sports 
insights and profi ling up and coming sports 
fi gures. Photo courtesy of Judy Futterman

ena High School before enrolling at St. 
John’s University in the 1960s.

He married his wife, Carol, on June 
11, 1966 at St. Frances de Chantal. 

The happy couple had four children, 
Sean, Erin, Jean and Judy who all be-
came involved in sports, a passion held 
near and dear to Connolly who unfortu-
nately could not actively participate due 
to his condition.

“He believed sports programs were 
very benefi cial to helping us all learn 
about the importance of teamwork, 
problem solving, building self-confi -
dence and physical health,” shared Erin 
Wilson, his daughter.

Wilson said her father went to St. 
John’s University part time, but eventu-
ally dropped out to focus on providing 
for his family. 

She added Connolly was devoted to 
“serving his family, community and 
God.”

In the 1970s, Connolly was a 
Parkchester Little League coach for a 
few years while Sean was on the team 
before the family moved to Edgewater 
Park in 1976.

Connolly served as president and 

chaplain during his over 20-year career 
with the Edgewater Volunteer Fire-
fi ghter Department.

Always active in his community, 
Connolly served as St. Raymonds High 
School for Boys’ Parent Association 
president from 1981 to 1985 and Preston 
High School’s Parent Association presi-
dent from 1984 to 1997.

At age 50, Connolly graduated from 
SUNY Empire State College where he 
earned his Bachelor’s of Arts degree in 
English.

For nearly two decades, Connolly 
penned a weekly sports column for 
the Bronx Times Reporter titled ‘Pipe 
Dreams.’

He shared humorous stories or ob-
scure facts about sports players, be-
hind-the-scenes accounts of sporting 
events and promotions of up and com-
ing fi gures in the sports world such as 
Bronx native professional boxer Mau-
reen ‘The Real Million Dollar Baby’ 
Shea, each week

A boxing fan, Connolly was very in-
volved with the Police Athletic League’s 
Golden Gloves which he often visited to 
cover events for his column. 

Pugilists would frequently stop by 
his table to ask how Connolly was doing 
and to introduce him to the up and com-
ing talent. As his condition progressed, 
Connolly relied on a motorized wheel-
chair for mobility, but never lost his 
trademark loving and humorous per-
sonality, according to Sean.

Conolly’s family credited the 
Throggs Neck Benevolent Association 

Continued on page 55

SECURITY DRUGS

“In my twenty years 
as a pharmacist, I’m 

happy to work for 

they take care of their 
customers.”

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist

FREE
DELIVERY

PH: 347-590-1030
We Now Accept WIC
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LET US CATER YOUR NEXT...

ROASTED
TURKEYS

12-16 Lbs.
18-22 Lbs.
24-28 Lbs.
30-36 Lbs.

SIDES
Stuffi ng w/Sausage
Roasted Potatoes
Sweet Potatoes w/Marshmallows
String Bean Almadine
Fresh Cranberry Sauce
Turkey Gravy

WE ALSO HAVE
Sliced Pork w/Gravy
Sliced Roast Beef w/Gravy
Lasagna & Eggplant Parm

PLUS A FULL LINE OF PIES
PLACE YOUR ORDER EARLY

Pork Roast
Roast Beef
Homemade Sausage
Braciola

Steaks
Burgers
Chops

Every Thursday is Thanksgiving At Barino’s. Come See Our Selection And Pick Up Your Holiday Menu.

718.828.9200
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TRY OUR

RAVIOLIS
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, or e-mail Bronx-
times@aol.com. Please include 
a phone number or a way to 
contact you in case of ques-
tions. 

Birth Announcement

Aston Anthony Vinson 

was born to Brandi McCants 
and Anthony Vinson of Aller-
ton on Thursday, November 
12. 

Scholarship 

Announcement

Academy of Mount St. Ur-
sula student Cinthia Ibarra, 

a member of the class of 2016 
and the school’s student body 
president, was selected for ad-
mission to the University of 
Pennsylvania with a Quest-
Bridge Match Scholarship. 

The Questbridge Scholar-
ship is designed to give stu-
dents from low-income back-
grounds a chance to attend 
some of the best colleges in the 
United States. 

This year, some 657 fi nal-
ists from across the country 
won the scholarships, with 
51 attending the University of 
Pennsylvania. 

Cinthia Ibarra

www.crosbypetcenter.net

We Have a Full Line of Pet Supplies 
and the Finest Quality Pet Foods!

WE HAVE THE LOWEST PRICES AROUND

WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY

And FREE Teeth
Cleaning A $20 Value

GROOMING SPECIAL!

$10 OFF
Coupon Offers Cannot Be Combined

FULL LINE OF DOG 
& CAT TREATS!

LEASHES & COLLARS
DOG BEDS

SWEATERS & COATS

CROSBY PET CENTER

$5.00 OFF
ANY FULL PET GROOMING

CROSBY PET CENTER

10% OFF
ANY STORE PURCHASE

EXCLUDING PET FOOD

CROSBY PET CENTER

$200 OFF
ANY PUPPY PURCHASE

PLUS $100 IN PUPPY SUPPLIES

PUPPIES • KITTENS • REPTILES • TROPICAL FISH • BIRDS • SMALL ANIMALS
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1001 CITTY ISLANDD AVEENUE | BBRROONNNXXX, NNYY 110004466444 || TTEELLEEPPHHHOONNEE:: 334477--668800--338865 | EMAAIL: SCCAVEELLOPP@AOOOL.COM

PRESENTS

SPECIAL GUEST DJ
CHRIS NAVATTA | NON-STOP ENTERTAINMENT

Give your valentine  
the gift of freestyle

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12 | STARTS 9PM
ENTRANCE $125 INDIVIDUAL

GROUPS OF 8 OR MORE DISCOUNTED RATES

FOUR COURSE SIT DOWN DINNER
UNLIMITED BEER AND HOUSE WINE

718-885-2570

PERFORMING LIVE

“It’s a ‘HIT.” No pun intended!” FOX TV

“It’s guaranteed to give you more laughs… 
This is actually funny!” DAILY NEWS

Forget a date, bring an alibi!

Friday, January 8th, 8pm
Interactive Comedy Murder Mystery Show 

with a 4-course Dinner, Unlimited Wine, 
Dancing and a Show!

$90 per ticket
To buy tickers, call 718-885-2570

or email scavellop@aol.com
*A small convenience fee will be charge to all tickets to cover  

the tax and service.
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BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Pro-recycling group, ‘PS Recycle It’ 

is putting together a fi ve borough styro-
foam recycling day on Saturday, Janu-
ary 9. 

The group consists of a coalition 
of restaurant owners, pro recycling 

groups, and small corporations. 
They are asking that people save 

their foam packaging from Christmas 
and the holidays and bring it in to be re-
cycled rather than add the material to 
landfi lls. 

‘PS Recycle It’ tackles styrofoam packaging
Recyclables to be collected include 

foam, boxes, TVs and radio packaging, 
cups, and anything else made of styro-
foam that would otherwise be thrown 
out. 

New York City council members 
from each borough are sponsoring 

foam pickup locations in their respec-
tive neighborhoods, which will be open 
from 9 a.m. to noon. 

The Bronx location is being spon-
sored by Councilman Fernando Ca-
brera and will be held at the Kings-

bridge Armory at 10 W. 195th Street 
(corner of Reservoir Avenue). 

“PS Recycle It is proud to join Coun-
cil Member Cabrera in a citywide styro-
foam recycling event.. the foam packag-
ing that kept gifts protected during the 
holidays and the foam cups and con-

tainers we use every day are 100 per-
cent recyclable and can be turned into a 
variety of items we use in our homes ev-
ery day, “said Sarah Gould, the spokes-
woman for PS Recycle It. 

Gould has been extremely involved 
in the organization since its fruitation 
in early 2015. “This is an opportunity 
for the public to make a huge impact 
and truly help the environment,” she 
said. 

The City of New York does not cur-
rently recycle styrofoam, although the 
group suggests that a proposal which 
would allow one hundred percent of 
all NYC foam to be recycled at no extra 
cost to taxpayers is in the works and 
will hopefully be attended to soon.

“The previous administration took 
the position that styrofoam could not 
be recycled and evidence suggests that 
it can be. This is another way to dem-
onstrate that styrofoam can be recycled 
and has the potential to create jobs, and 
create products,” said Greg Faulkner, 
Councilman Cabrera’s chief of staff. 

“A lot of the environmental commu-
nity has come on board with this,” said 
Faulkner. “We helped to locate a facility 
so that people can drop off their styro-
foam from the holidays. This is all pre-
liminary around whether styrofoam 
should be legal, and support of legisla-
tion that would prevent the elimination 
of styrofoam.”

Other councilmembers taking 
part in this recycling day include Inez 
Dickens of Manhattan, Alan Maisel of 
Brooklyn, Ruben Willis of Queens and 
Deborah Rose of Staten Island. 

PS Recycle It is proud to join Council Member 
Cabrera in a citywide styrofoam recycling event...
the foam packaging that they kept gifts protected 

during the holidays and the foam cups and 
containers we use every day are 100 percent 

recyclable and can be turned into a variety of items 
we use in our homes every day

Sarah Gould

COUNCILMAN FERNANDO CABRERA

VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org
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BY MADELINE ANTHONY
As society makes strides 

for inclusivity we have seen 
Disney princesses of every 
race, fi lms featuring gay par-
ents, and wheelchair-bound 
kids in catalogs. 

But when is the last time 
you saw a children’s book fea-
turing a main character with 
a severe mental disability? 

Gwendolyn Boyd Moss, a 
Bronx-born and bred mother 
of three, real estate agent, 
and mental health advocate 
couldn’t fi nd any, so she wrote 
one herself.

After her son Justin (aka 
Jo Jo), was diagnosed with au-
tism at age 3, and later schizo-
phrenia at 14, Moss saw that 
he struggled to build relation-
ships with other children, and 
was often the victim of bully-
ing. 

The Soundview mom  
wanted to develop a teachable 
tool that could be used to start 
a conversation with young-
sters about their peer’s suffer-
ing from mental disorders. 

“It’s a fun descriptive tool, 
parents can sit down and talk 
about the characteristics,  and 
this way if a child throws a 
chair in the middle of class, or 

Mother pens books about child’s disabilities 
doesn’t look others in the eye, 
the other kids can know that it 
is because of a disability, and 
they can embrace their peer 
and prevent bullying when 
they get older,” said Moss. 

She mentions that one out 
of every 68 children is being 
diagnosed with autism today, 
and called it “an epidemic”. 

“We need to stop sugar 
coating it and really embrace 
what’s going on,” says Moss.

Moss’ book ‘My Big Brother 
Jo Jo & His Friend Schizophre-
nia’ is written from the point 
of view of Jo Jo’s younger 
brother, and is the fi rst text 
of her four-part ‘My Special 
Friend’ series. 

Other titles include ‘Mr. 
Autism’, ‘The Bipolar Bandit’, 
and ‘Angela and the ADHD 
Fairy’ which all delicately 
break down the characteris-
tics of each disability for small 
kids to understand.

On a larger scale Moss be-
lieves that society needs to 
do more for the mentally dis-
abled.

“We talk about it taking a 
village to raise a child but to 
me that village is our nation,” 
said Moss. “We can’t wait un-
til we have a situation where 

kids are shooting up a the-
ater and then ask ‘where are 
the parents?’ when the fact is 
there are few services. 

“We talk about it when 
it’s in the public eye, or when 
something is in the news, or 
during election time, but then 
it’s disregarded. It’s impor-
tant that people educate them-
selves, there’s a lot of judge-
ment out there,” she said.

Moss says creating funding 
and services for affl icted chil-
dren is vital so that they can 
access early intervention re-
sources as well as facilities if 
need be. 

“Some facilities only take 
private insurances and that 
leads to a child being in and 
out of facilities so then they re-
gress,” said Moss. 

Jo Jo spent three years in 
facilities on and off, although 
it was not what Moss wanted 
at the time. 

Jo Jo turned 21 on Decem-
ber 27. It’s been a long journey, 
but today Jo Jo functions at a 
third grade level.  

He’s very sociable (an unex-
pected trait for his diagnosis), 
he loves to dance, and he man-
ages his basketball team. He’s 
well known and well loved by 

those around him - his school 
even had a parade for him af-
ter he returned from post-
brain surgery. 

Moss appears on the new 

show, ‘Selling It: In the ATL’, a 
WeTV show based in Atlanta 
which shows her juggle life as 
a single mom, career woman, 
and mental health advocate.

Gwendolyn Boyd Moss holding her book ‘My Big Brother Jo Jo & His Friend 
Schizophrenia’ a children’s book which aims to promote understanding 
about mental disability. Photo Courtesy of Gwen Moss

Acting as a for profi t organization.  Crematory fee is not included, 
death certifi cates and disposition permits not included in service fee.

718-339-0700
STONEYCREEKCREMATION.COM

For those wishing to preplan their fi nal contribution 
to society, if paid in full today we will include the cost 

of the crematory.
($995 Society’s Service Fee)

For more info, please email us at stoneycreekcremation@gmail.com 
or mail  coupon to our address:

  Name_________________ Address__________________________  

  Tel:____________________Email____________________________

YES, please send me more information on Stoney Creek!

GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 

To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 

Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 

Offer. Exp. 01/31/2016



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JANUARY 1-7, 2016 9  BTR

Together, We Can

ArchCare Advantage HMO SNP is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in ArchCare Advantage depends on 
contract renewal. This plan is available to anyone with Medicare who meets the Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) level of care.  This information 
is available for free in other languages. Please call our customer service number at 800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, Sunday-Saturday, 
8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  Esta información está disponible gratis en otros idiomas. Por favor llame a nuestro número de servicio al cliente al 
800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, de domingo a sábado, de 8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premi-
um. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, copayments, and restric-
tions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year.  Star ratings are based on 
five stars. Star ratings are assessed each year and may change from one year to the next.
* Maximum of $50 per month. Unused amounts do not carry over.

Together, we can keep
you healthy and enjoying life

With ArchCare Advantage HMO Special Needs Plan you get 

all the benefits of Medicare plus valuable extra features at No Additional Cost 

beyond your usual Medicare premiums.

$600 a year to spend on OTC health items* 

Doctor visits with little or no co-pay

Full prescription drug coverage 

Preventive care to keep you out of the hospital 

Your own personal care manager

Health Plans and Nursing Home Alternatives | Home Care | Skilled Nursing Care
Rehabilitation | Assisted Living | Specialized Care | Palliative Care | Hospice

We’re here to help.
800-373-3177 
TTY/TDD: 800-662-1220  
8 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
seven days a week
www.archcareadvantage.org 

H1777_Print_2016_Accepted

�����������������
ArchCare Advantage has received an

overall rating of 4 STARS (Above Average)

from Medicare.
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45th PCT.
Tuesday, December 22, 2015, 2:18 a.m. -- 

An unidentifi ed male suspect followed a 21-year-old 
female victim as she entered an apartment building 
in the vicinity of Westchester and Zerega avenues. 
When the victim reached the 2nd fl oor, the suspect 
displayed a knife and grabbed onto her purse. The 
victim resisted and the suspect fl ed on foot. The vic-
tim was not injured and no property was taken. The 
suspect is a light complexion male Hispanic in his 
twenties, 5’10” and 200 pounds. 

46th PCT.
Thursday, December 24, 2015, 10:55 p.m. 

-- Police responded to a call of a male assaulted in 
the vicinity of West 183rd Street and Jerome Ave-
nue. An investigation revealed two groups of males 
were engaged in a verbal dispute at which time 
shots were fired and the two groups of males fled 
the scene. Police officers discovered a 16-year-old 
male victim in front of 2270 Jerome Avenue with 
a multiple gunshot wounds to his back. EMS re-
sponded to the scene and pronounced the victim 
deceased at the scene.  Police observed a sec-
ond victim a 19-year-old male at the scene with 
two gunshot wounds to his back and one gunshot 
wound to his buttocks. EMS transported the sec-
ond victim to St. Barnabas Hospital. 

47th PCT.
Friday, December  25, 2015, 9:54 a.m. --  

On the fi rst fl oor of a residence located in the vicin-
ity of East 220th Street and Paulding Avenue, a male 
suspect shot a 27-year-old female victim in the arm 
and neck and fl ed the location. EMS responded and 
transported the female to Jacobi Hospital in stable 
condition. 

48th PCT. 
Tuesday, December 22, 2015 at 1:14 a.m.  -- 

Police responded to a report of an abandoned 
child at 1175 E. Tremont Avenue. EMS responded 
to the scene and transported the  8-month-old 
boy, to Jacobi Hospital, where he was pronounced 
deceased. 

There were no apparent signs of trauma and 
the Medical Examiner will determine the cause of 
death.

49th PCT.
Friday, December 18, 2015 4:34 a.m. -- Be-

tween the hours of midnight and 4:34 a.m., a black 
male entered a deli at 1991 Bronxdale Avenue by 
crawling underneath a roll down gate and removing 
about $300 in cash from the register.

Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena LoCicero
Funeral Director

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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New Throggs Neck Shopping Center (Bronx, NY)

www.wineliquorsuperstore.com

* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 1/13/2016.

We will match printed prices from other NYC Liquor stores

Patron
Silver

$4299
750ml

1.75L is $96.67
Each with purchase

of 3 bottles

Tito’s
Vodka

$29 87
1.75l

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Wray &
Nephew

Overproof
White

$35 99
1.75l

Skyy
Vodka 80

$19 99
1.75l

New
Amsterdam

Vodka &
Flavored

$19 50
1.75l

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

750ml
Jack Daniels

Black

On Sale
 $4499

1.75L

750ml

Effen
Vodka

Guigal 
Cotes

du Rhone

$1250
Each with 

purchase of 3 
bottles

Korbel

750ml
750ml

Voda
Vodka

$899
1 L

$1149
1.75l

$775
750ml

Smirnoff
Vodka

$1999
1.75l

Bacardi 
Light & Gold

$1799
1.75l

Hennessy 
VS

$6199
1.75l

Dewars
White Label

$3499
1.75l

Regular,Black Cherry, Raspberry, 
Cucumber

Moet
Nectar

$4334

Each with
purchase of 3

bottles

Da Vinci 
Chianti

$916

Veuve
Cliquot

Yellow Label

$4235
Each with

purchase of
3 bottles

BRING THIS AD IN

50
GET FREE POINTS 

ON REWARDS 
CLUB!

On Sale
$2699

750ml Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

750ml
Each with

purchase of
3 bottles

On Sale
$1099

Louis Jadot 
Beaujolais

Villages

$1187
750ml

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

750ml
Each with

purchase of
3 bottles

Glenmorangie 
10 

$3564
750ml

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

750ml

750ml

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Moet
Imperial

$3899
750ml

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Werewolf

On Sale
$599

750ml

Cabernet Sauvignon,
Pinot Noir, Merlot

ARMAND DE BRIGNAC
ACE OF SPADES CHAMPAGNE BRUT 

750ml

Sale
$24999

Smoke Tree
Sonoma

Chardonnay

$1391

Deloach Vineyards
Pinot Noir
Heritage
Reserve 

$834

Gazela Vinho 
Verde

$429
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Ferry service
could happen

Atheism, the
latest threat

Dear editor,
‘NYCEDC plans East River 

Soundview Ferry’ (Jackson 
Chen -- December 24) after 30 
months of empty promises 
made by local elected offi -
cials to bring ferry service to 
the Bronx is about time.  The 
NYC Department of Transpor-
tation manages the Staten Is-
land Ferry system.  You have 
to ask why City Hall assigned 
this project to NYCEDC rather 
than NYCDOT.  

It is NYCDOT not NYCEDC 
who has actual experience in 
running ferries.  Our water-
ways are an underutilized 
natural asset which can of-
fer signifi cant transportation 
alternatives for thousands of 
New Yorkers. 

Most of our existing public 
transportation and roadways 
are already operating at or 
above capacity. New ferry ser-
vices can be implemented far 
more quickly than construc-
tion of new subway, commuter 
rail or highways. These can 
take years or even decades un-
til completion of environmen-
tal reviews, planning, design, 
engineering, real estate acqui-
sition, permits, procurements 

and actual construction be-
fore reaching benefi cial use. 

Completing all of the above 
along with fi nding funding for 
ferry boats, docks and park-
ing with costs in the millions 
may be easier than fi nding the 
billions of dollars necessary 
for construction of new or ex-
tended subway, commuter rail 
or highways.  New ferry ser-
vices from the Bronx can be-
come available to riders years 
earlier than the proposed 
$700 million (fi nal cost will 
be closer to $1 billion) Bronx 
East Metro North service to 
Penn Station.  There is no ca-
pacity for Metro North access 
to Penn Station until the Long 
Island Rail Road Eastside Ac-
cess project to Grand Central 
Terminal is completed.  That 
may not happen until 2023 or 
even later!    

Utilization of ferry boats 
equipped with modern fuel 
effi cient engines can make a 
positive contribution to air 
quality.

In April 1967, the old Jer-
sey Central Rail Road ended 
ferry service between Lib-
erty Street in Manhattan and 
Pavonia, NJ. Later that year, 
in November 1967, the old Erie 
Lackawana Rail Road sus-
pended ferry service between 
Barclay Street in Manhattan 

Dear editor,
There is a new and danger-

ous monster stalking Amer-
ica, according to COMACTA 
spokesman Frank Vernuccio.  
Each week brings a new, and 
for the most part, imaginary 
threat -- and atheism is the 
threat Vernuccio is saving us 
from this week.  

He contends that, “...athe-
ism is taking a prohibited 
place as an offi cial state doc-
trine” and “the forced ab-
sence of any religion is essen-
tially the forced placement of 
atheism as a preferred or es-
tablished creed.” 

The First Amendment is 
twisted into knots in order 
to support this laughable as-
sertion. 

According to Vernuccio, 
since one group of atheists 
has taken on some attri-
butes normally associated 
with organized religions, 
atheism is now an organized 
religion. 

This is akin to saying 
that a person wearing a Yan-
kees baseball cap is actually 
a member of the team.  Quite 
a leap, and quite illogical.

Pasqual Pelosi

You should know that while 
New York City Mayor Bill de 
Blasio talks about helping the 
Syrian immigrants who are 
innocent victims of a human-
itarian crisis, and bringing 
them here to live because we 
are humanitarians, the New 
York City Housing Authority 
continues to subject our own 
senior citizens to barbaric liv-
ing conditions. 

Carmen Rivera is an 
82-year-old grandmother who 
resides in disgusting and de-
plorable conditions in the New 
York City Housing Author-
ity’s Betances Houses located 
at 460 E. 147th Street. She is 
completely traumatized and 
cannot even sleep at night be-
cause of the years of neglect 
by the New York City Housing 
Authority. 

According to her family, 
Rivera has fi led more than 100 
complaints with the New York 
City Housing Authority, whose 

and Hoboken, NJ. Fast for-
ward to today. 

Thousands of daily com-
muters use ferries from Hobo-
ken to the World Financial 
Center. There are also 66,000 
daily patrons of the Staten Is-
land Ferry System which con-
nects St. George, Staten Island 
with the Whitehall Street, 
Manhattan Ferry Terminal. 

Unlike the other four bor-
oughs, 500,000 Richmond 
County residents have no di-
rect subway or commuter rail 
system linking them with the 
rest of NYC.

Thousands of ferry riders 
utilize the East River ferry 
connecting various water-
front neighborhoods from 
Queens and Brooklyn with 
stops in Manhattan includ-
ing Long Island City, East 34th 
Street, Greenpoint, Williams-
burg, Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
Wall Street and Governors Is-
land.  Why should Bronx res-
idents be the only borough to 
continue without ferry service 
options? 

Who would not want to en-
joy the fresh air and breeze 
that only waterborne trans-
portation can provide. Riding 
a ferry can be less stressful 
than being packed in a subway 
car like sardines in a can.

Larry Penner

OPED: by Senator Ruben Diaz Another NYCHA Neglect

receipts were confi rmed. Her 
list of complaints includes: 
rats the size of cats on her fur-
niture, leaks, toilet and bath-
tub backups, fl oods, holes in 
the walls, mold, etc.The toilet 
in her apartment overfl ows 
from time to time, and her 
bathtub has backed up numer-
ous times with dirty, fi lthy wa-
ter that includes human feces 
and who knows what else is in 
that water. 

Rivera tries to keep her 
apartment neat and clean.  
Then, when she least expects 
it, her toilet or tub overfl ow 
and once again, she has to go 
through the entire cleaning 
process to try to make her 
home livable, until the night-
mare returns. 

Rivera’s grandson, Wil-
liam Garay has provided me 
with two videos to document 
the trauma that his grand-
mother is going through. One 
of the videos was recorded on 

December 10, 2015, and the 
other video was fi lmed earlier 
that week. 

After all of this serious 
trauma Rivera has experi-
enced, and after fi ling more 
than 100 complaints. Rivera’s 
desperate calls for help con-
tinue. She is suffering from se-
rious psychological trauma to 
the point that she cannot sleep 
at night nor fi nd peace in her 
home during the day. 

Rivera has been asking to 
be transferred because she 
cannot get these visions out of 
her mind.  She gets up many 
times at night with real con-
cerns such as those shown in 
the videos: if there are rats on 
her furniture, if her bathtub 
or toilet are overfl owing, and 
how she can clean it all and 
sanitize her apartment. 

     No matter how hard she 
tries to put her home back 
to normal, and no matter 
how many supposed repairs 

are made to her apartment, 
throughout the years, when 
she least expects it, the fi lthy 
fl ooding comes back, as do the 
rats. 

You should know that even 
though we live in one of the 
wealthiest cities in the world, 
we have senior citizens like 
Rivera living in unspeakable 
conditions in New York City’s 
Housing Authority apart-
ments. 

Rivera, and any 82-year-
old person most certainly de-
serves to live with some min-
imal dignity, and to go to bed 
without fear of her toilet and 
tub overfl owing, or that rats 
are going to come out of the 
walls. 

The very least the City of 
New York can is to transfer Ri-
vera to appropriate, sanitary 
and safe housing, someplace 
she can call home.  It is time to 
take all of this mental anguish 
away from Rivera. 

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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The Sale NEW YORK Waits For!

LAST CALL • DRESS SHOES FROM $1999

SAVE UP TO

 70%
LAST CALL 

SALE

WEDDING PARTIES
BOYS • BIG & TALL • TUXEDOS

BUY 1 SUIT
AT THE VALUE PRICE

GET 2 FREE
Or Buy 1 At Our Everyday Low Price

 Value Everyday NOW!
New Slim Fit .............$250 ........  $9999 .....3 for $250
New Vested Suits ......$300 .......  $12999 .....3 for $300
Luxury Wool..............$425 .......  $15999 .....3 for $425CALVINCALVIN

KLEINKLEIN
SUITSSUITS

$17999

Value $400

L
A

S
T 

CALL DOOR BUST
E

R

LAST CALL • VESTED SUITS • $9999

SUITS $5999

DOORBUSTER

OUTERWEAR

$ 19
99

Value up to $80 BLAZERS
$3999
Up to $150 value

DOORBUSTER

$9999
Up to $300 value

DOORBUSTER

DRESS SHIRT
& TIE SETS

$2499

DOORBUSTER

SWEATERS
$967

Value up to $3250

DOORBUSTER
CALVIN KLEIN 
LAUREN COATS

L
A

ST CALL DOOR B

U
ST

E
R

BROOKLYN
503 Nostrand Ave.-Portabella
320 Livingston-Portabella
1671 Pitkin Ave.-Portabella
5205 5th Ave.-Portabella
423 Knickerbocker Ave.-Portabella
294 Utica Ave.-Portabella
1555 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
851 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
552 Nostrand Ave.- Fino
366 Fulton St.-Portabella
5007 Church Ave.-Fino

QUEENS
163-18 Jamaica Ave.-Portabella

3056 Steinway St.-Portabella
164-08 Jamaica Ave.-Fino
3738 Junction Blvd.-Fino
Queens Center-Quails
Roosevelt Field Quails

NEW JERSEY
807 Broad St.-Portabella
Woodbridge Center-Quails
5516 Bergenline Ave-Quails
Freehold Raceway Mall-Quails
Livingston Mall-Quails

BRONX
12-20 E. Fordham Rd.-Portabella

2887 3rd Ave.-Portabella
3449 Jerome Ave.-Portabella
2938 3rd Ave.-Fino
345 East Fordham Rd.-Fino
259 E. Fordham Rd.-Britches
645 E. Tremont Ave.-Portabella
1498 Parkchester Ave.-Portabella
Bay Plaza Shopping Center-Portabella
13 South 4th Ave.-Mount Vernon
1498 Metropolitan Ave.-Portabella
2168 Bartow Ave.-Portbella 

MANHATTAN
243 W. 125th St.-Portabella
617 W. 181 St.-Portabella
120 W. 125th St.-Fino
1405 St. Nicholas Ave.-Fino
Manhattan Mall-Portabella

All merchandise not in all stores. All savings off value prices. While quantities last.
Prices effective through January 17

portabellastores.com

THE LARGEST SELECTION IN NEW YORK

SHOES
$19.99     $29.99     $39.99

Dress • Casual • Driving • Tuxedo 
Driving • Boots • U.S. Polo • Clarks 

BOOTS
$2999

Up to $75 value

DRESS
SHOES
$1999

Up to $75 value

BRAND NAME
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BY MADELINE ANTHONY
New Year’s Eve is one of the biggest 

partying nights of the year. It also has 
very high statistics for drunk driving.  

That’s why Five J’s Automotive 
Limited is offering free towing on New 
Year’s Eve from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. the fol-
lowing morning for drivers that feel 
tipsy. 

“One New Year’s Eve we got a car 
in here that was really wrecked up 
and the person had died.  It’s a family 
time, and we don’t want to see any fam-
ily split up especially during the holi-
days...so after that we decided this was 
a nice thing to do and started to pro-

Free tow offered to tipsy New Year’s Eve drivers

vide this service,” said Noah George, 
an owner of Automotive Limited.  

The company will pick up a vehicle 
from any Bronx location and tow it to 
any Bronx destination.  

“We’re happy to accommodate peo-
ple, we do this with no strings attached 
as a goodwill service to mitigate drunk 

We’re happy to 
accommodate people, 

we do this with no 
strings attached as 

a goodwill service to 
mitigate drunk driving 
and the possibility of 

loss of life.
Noah George

driving and the possibility of loss of 
life,” said George.  

Five J’s has provided this service 
to Bronxites on New Year’s Eve every 
year since 1991. “We just want to let 
people know that we wish them a happy 
and healthy New Year,” George added.  

Five J’s Automotive Limited deals 

directly with insurance companies 
and is a full service auto body shop. 
They also tow 24/7. 

The shop is located at 809 Zerega 
Avenue. The free towing service can 
be contacted at (718) 792-0300 for those 
who have been drinking on New Year’s 
Eve and need to be towed.  

Five J’s tow truck hauls van. Photo Courtesy of Five J’s Automotive Limited

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Historical preservation-

ists on and off City Island are 
interested in preserving some 
artifacts from the island’s 
soon-to-be demolished bridge. 

The East Bronx History 
Forum and residents on City 
Island are advocating for the 
city to save pieces of City Is-
land’s once iconic green bridge 
dating to the turn of the 20th 
Century. 

A new crossing is about to 
be constructed to replace the 
old one. 

The NYC Department of 
Transportation, which re-
ceived high marks from the 
community for working with 
local leaders on an acceptable 
design, appear supportive in 
securing the historical pieces. 

Richard Vitacco, EBHF 
president, said that the orga-
nization is eyeing the four fi ni-
als, or pinnacle caps from the 
top of the structure, as well as 
six ‘spanners’, rods measuring 
a foot and a half long, and three 
gears from the pedestal of the 
bridge, used decades ago when 
the bridge actually opened to 
allow boats to pass through.

“It is just an important his-

Calls to preserve City Island Bridge artifacts

torical artifact – artifacts tell 
stories and the history of a 
people and a community,” said 
Vitacco, when asked about 
why he would like to see some 
of the old span preserved, add-
ing “We are a borough of sto-
ries and the City Island Bridge 
is part of that story.” 

EBHF sent a letter to DOT 
in October 2015 requesting to 
display these materials at the 

Huntington Free Library and 
Reading Room in Westchester 
Square, where the organiza-
tion meets monthly. 

Vitacco said that the orga-
nization had not heard back as 
of press time. 

From the City Island com-
munity’s perspective, there is 
also a large amount of nostal-
gia and interest in preserving 
pieces of the closed circa 1901 

City Island Bridge, said John 
Doyle, City Island Civic Asso-
ciation.  

A joint City Island com-
munity and DOT bridge de-
sign group, that has not meet 
in about a year, had been dis-
cussing how to save pieces of 
the old bridge, and is likely to 
resume talks along these lines 
when it meets again, Doyle 
said. 

“They are supposed to 
come back to us with some 
sort of preservation plan,” he 
said. 

“We do want to preserve 
these pieces of our history.” he 
added. 

A DOT spokeswoman 
stated that the city’s contract 
for bridge replacement re-
quires the removal and stor-
age of the four pinnacles and 
any plaques on the existing 
bridge. 

“Every effort will be made 
by the contractor to remove 
these items with all due care 
and store them until the end of 
the contract,” a DOT spokes-
woman stated. 

“Use of these materials 
would be under the direction 
of a loan agreement between a 
qualifi ed not-for-profi t and the 
City of New York,” she said 

Vitacco believes preserva-
tion is a worthy cause in the 
case of the bridge. 

“Anything over 100 years 
old has stood the test of numer-
ous generations and is worthy 
of preserving,” he said, add-
ing “There is a huge amount of 
metal there. We are asking for 
maybe a tenth of one percent.” 

The East Bronx History Forum has joined a group advocating for saving pieces of the now-closed City Island 
Bridge dating back to 1901 for history and posterity. NYC DOT said that the tops of the old bridge and plaques 
would be saved. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The commanding offi cer of the 43rd 

Precinct received a new rank during 
a recent round of department promo-
tions. 

Inspector Fausto Pichardo was pro-
moted to deputy inspector, just in time 
for the Christmas holiday, along with 
dozens of other NYPD offi cers and 
traffi c agents.

He said that it was his second pro-
motion during the holidays, with his 
promotion to deputy inspector coming 
at the same time in 2013 when he was 
the commanding offi cer of the 33rd 
Precinct in northern Manhattan. 

The inspector, who is a prodigious 
collector of coins from different de-
partment units, said that while the 
promotion was a tremendous feat, and 
he is grateful for a little bit of extra sta-
tus and pay, he is most happy to be a 
precinct commander. 

His enthusiasm was evident in a re-
cent interview with the Bronx Times. 

“I think that the greatest job in the 
police department is being a precinct 
commander,” he said. “This is the one 
position where you are in tune with 
the people and the community…and 
the cops.” 

He said that the communities that 
the precinct serves and the offi cers on 
the beat in the command work well to-
gether. 

“What is great and what drives me 
is seeing that mesh of the police and 
the community,” he said. 

The police department does not get 
everything right all of the time, and 
perhaps sometimes certain people may 
think situations should be handled a 
different way, but despite all of this, 
the police are usually correct, and the 
community appreciates the work that 
they do, he said. 

As an example he cited the fact that 
churches had sent meals to the pre-

cinct for offi cers working during the 
Christmas holiday so that others can 
get to where they are going safely. 

He said that the active command, is 
at times the second busiest in the city 
in terms of total numbers of crime, is 
currently in the process of creating a 
precinct clergy coalition. 

“We are in the early stages of form-
ing a solid clergy council in the pre-
cinct,” he said, adding that it was a 
great way to reach a large number of 
people, and also, it’s good for the de-
partment because of the sheer amount 
of information and feedback that 
would result. 

The offi cers in the precinct also 
took time this year to hold a barbecue 
for children living in homeless shel-
ters within blocks of the station on Fte-
ley Avenue. 

“For four or fi ve hours this summer 
these kids, who may not have every-
thing…had a good interaction early on 
with police offi cers.” 

Initiatives like this are something 
Inspector Pichardo would like see rep-
licated, perhaps on a larger scale. 

“The greatest thing about (being 
a commanding offi cer) is the impact 
you can have on people’s lives, includ-
ing the police offi cers,” he said, adding 
that leading the 43rd Precinct epito-
mizes of what you want as a precinct 
commander. 

He said he was grateful that the po-
lice commissioner and the department 
have trusted him with the leadership 
of the precinct. 

Pichardo arrived at the 43rd Pre-
cinct about six months ago, and before 
that served as the commanding offi cer 
or executive offi cer (second in com-
mand) at two Manhattan precincts. 
His career reaches back to 1997. 

He graduated from the  police acad-
emy in 1999, made sergeant in 2005, 
lieutenant in 2008 and captain in 2010. 

43rd Pct. commander 
promoted to inspector

NYPD Inspector Fausto Pichardo stands in front of two cases containing his coin collection 
in the commanding offi cer’s offi ce at the 43rd Precinct. Inspector Pichardo had the cases 
made to look like the United States and police department fl ags. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

January 9, 2016
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
Kingsbridge Armory

10 West 195th St. Bronx, NY 10468
Corner of Reservoir St.

All foam must bear the  symbol. (no foam peanuts)

In Partnership with PS, Recycle It!, Council Member 

Fernando Cabrera
Proudly Announces

FREE Styrofoam Collection  
drop-off event

Did you receive holiday gifts packaged in foam?
Do you have foam cups and containers in your house?

Bring your package 
foam, foam cups & 

containers to a FREE 
styrofoam collection 

drop-off event

REMINDS YOU 
TO LIVE SAFELY

ILLEGAL ROOMS CAN 
PUT YOU AND YOUR 
FAMILY IN DANGER

Read this in your language 
at nyc.gov/buildings.

If you think an apartment is unsafe call 311  
to request an inspection.

Bill de Blasio, Mayor
Rick D. Chandler, P.E., Commissioner

Have TWO 
ways to get out  

of your home.

Have WORKING carbon  
monoxide/smoke 

detectors and check  
 them monthly. 

Give space heaters  
a break to cool down.

Avoid sleeping in 
basements or attics.

Don’t use  
extension cords  

as main power  
sources.

ILLEGAL ROOMS CAN
PUT YOU AND YOUR
FAMILY IN DANGER
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A non-profi t community 

service project helping Bronx 
pets recently hosted its very 
fi rst Christmas fundraiser.

On Saturday, December 
19, Bronx Foxy Pets hosted 
Santa Paws Christmas party 
for dogs and owners from the 
Bronx to fund the organiza-
tion.

For a $10 donation, the 
pooches in attendance, many 
of which were dressed in 
Christmas outfi ts, had their 
picture taken with Santa 
Claus and received goodie 
bags fi lled with doggie cook-
ies and a toy.

The event, which was held 
at the Icehouse Cafe, drew 
over 50 dogs and dog owners. 

Icehouse Cafe owner 
Terry Dambrowski provided 
chicken wings along with 
other appetizers as well as 
mimosas for the owners as 
part of her contribution to-
wards the event.

The Christmas party also 
included an appearance by 
organization chairwomen 
Bailey Provetto’s dog Bebe, a 
Morkie (Yorkshire terrier and 
Maltese mix) who performed 

Bronx Foxy Pets hosts Santa Paws Party

Dogs and their owners gather with Bronx Foxy Pets founder Evelyn Torres and chairwoman Bailey Provetto 
during the Santa Paws Christmas Party. Photo courtesy of Bronx Foxy Pets

tricks for an audience. 
According to Provetto, 

Bebe is currently training 
to be a therapy dog at Jacobi 
Hospital to work with patients 
and knows over 40 stunts.

The main purpose of the 
event, aside from spreading 
holiday cheer, was to acquire 
charity donations to set up 
a veterinarian care and an 
emergency fund for Bronx 

pets in need, as well as lost 
pets.

“This event was a great 
way to celebrate the holidays 
while raising funds for a great 
cause,” said Provetto. “What 

happens when these animals 
are sick and need care? 

“Now, because every-
body in attendance donated 
$10 or more to the event and 
our organization, we are one 
step closer to providing pets 
with the ability to receive 
help when they need it. It was 
great to see so many dog own-
ers support us,” Bailey said

“It was a totally fun day - 
every dog and dog owner had 
a ball,” said Chrys Napoli-
tano, who brought her two 
dogs, Mini (a Poodle mix) and 
Cooper (a Chihuahua mix) to 
the event, both of whom she 
adopted from New Begin-
ning Animal Shelter. “What 
especially made it a great 
time was that every dog could 
roam freely in the room in 
their Christmas outfi ts.”

The event also celebrated 
the rescue of Zucchini, a ter-
rier who had been lost, but 
was found near the Throggs 
Neck Shopping Center and 
returned to his family last 
month. 

During the search, Bronx 
Foxy Pets posted alerts on Fa-
cebook and throughout the 
area.

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A non-profi t organization 

that provides support and as-
sistance to individuals with 
developmental and related dis-
abilities - is doing just that for 
a Bronx mother and son dur-
ing the holiday.

The Center for Family Ser-
vices, which supports over 
1,500 individuals in both the 
New York City Metropolitan 
area and New Jersey, has been 
providing home services for 
the Highbridge family for over 
a decade, and hopes to pro-
vide the son with an academ-
ically-friendly environment at 
home.

Sharon and Tony John-
son, the mother-son tandem 
who both suffer from intel-
lectual disabilities, have re-
ceived countless assistance 
from CFS, who has provided 
both of them with the support 
they need to build confi dence 
to eventually live independent 
and successful lives.

Sharon, who has been a 
part of CFS for the last 18 
years, receives help from a 
staff member, who is present 
at her home eight hours a day 
on Mondays through Fridays 

Organization accommodates child’s learning efforts
and assists her with money 
budgeting and making life 
choices. 

After six years of being a 
part of the organization, Sha-
rone gave birth to her fi rst and 
only child, Tony, and stopped 
working to take care of him. 

Now that Tony is receiv-
ing support from CFS, Sharon 
plans to go back to work serv-
ing breakfast and lunch at a 
school cafeteria.

Tony, now 11, and in the 
sixth grade, has been a part of 
CFS since birth, and receives 
help from the agency six hours 
a day on Mondays through 
Fridays. 

Tony’s mom, who also suf-
fered from signifi cant health 
issues during Tony’s child-
hood, made it diffi cult to pro-
vide a environment which 
supported his educational 
needs when he was home from 
school.

Despite efforts by CFS to 
support him, Tony has had a 
diffi cult transition from el-
ementary school to middle 
school, as refl ected by his 
grades and interactions with 
other students. 

Tony’s intellectual disabil-

ities have made it diffi cult for 
him to control his emotions 
and has limited his social re-
lationships. 

Currently, CFS is hoping 
to continue to help Tony cre-
ate an environment which 
reinforces learning at home 
and provide a place where he 
can complete his school as-
signments in a special area 
complete with a desk, a desk-
top computer (or laptop) with 
software and a small bookcase 
with books to help him excel 
in the school classroom. 

“Despite his challenges, 
Tony has been through a lot - 
but he has also accomplished 
a lot,” said Sharon. “He may 
need some help with his com-
munication and writing, but 
he loves to read, he’s a good 
speller and he knows the mul-
tiplication tables like the back 
of his hand - so it’s clear that 
he has the drive to learn.”

Sharon also added that 
Tony is very skilled with 
electronics, has the ability to 
count money and has a strong 
passion for wrestling, a venue 
that she hopes, one day, she 
will be able to take him to.

“Since he started taking 

Karate two months ago, Tony 
has shown major improve-
ments in his academics and 
behavior,” said Diana Collins, 
director of medicaid service 
coordination. “It shows in his 
school work and in his new in-
teractions and in his connec-
tions with other students.”

“We (CFS) have supported 
Tony and his mom to live to-
gether in an apartment in the 

Bronx,” said Linda Schellen-
berg, director of Community 
Services for CFS. 

“The supports provided 
by CFS have truly enriched 
Tony’s life,” said Barbara 
Greenwald associate execu-
tive director for CFS. 

For more information 
about the Center for Family 
Support, visit their website at 
www.cfsny.org

Tony and his mother, Sharon, enjoy a day at Coney Island, compliments of 
CFS. Photo courtesy of the Center for Family Services
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Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj hosted a holiday party for his staff, friends and family, com-
munity and organization leaders and constituents on Wednesday, December 23.
The holiday festivities took place at Don Coqui Restaurant on City Island.  Photos by Silvio Pacifi co

Assemblyman Gjonaj hosts Holiday Party at Don Coqui

(l-r) Tony Signorile, Tom Messina, John Livingston and Tony Vitaliano enjoy the holiday 
party.

(l-r) John Marano, Community Board 10 vice chairman; Laura Guerriero, Bronx Times 
Reporter publisher; Tony Vitaliano, Community Board 11 chairman; Tony Signorile, Mor-
ris Park Community Association president; Rosemary DeLuca, Wildlife Conservation 
Society, assistant director of city and state affairs and Elizabeth Figueroa, NY Botani-
cal Gardens director of community relations.

(l-r) Tom Messina, from Congressman Joe Crowley’s offi ce; Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj and 
Roberta Gjonaj, the assemblyman’s wife.

Tom Messina, from Congressman Joe Crowley’s offi ce; Sonny Vataj, from Assembly-
man Mark Gjonaj’s offi ce, Aleksander Nilaj, from the Albanian Open Hand Association, 
and John Marano, Community Board 10 vice chairman.

(l-r) Renne O’Dwyer, Sonny Vataj, Will Madonna, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, Natalia 
Fernandez, the assemblyman’s wife Roberta Gjonaj and Denis Walcot.

Eric Henry, New York Botanical Garden director of community relations (l) and Joe Mc-
Manus, New York State Democratic Committee, 80th Assembly District.
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TOO TIRED TO COOK? 
YOU RING ... WE BRING ... $10.00 MIN.

Order Brady’s To Go @ www.pjbradystogo.com
We Deliver to The 

Beach Clubs!

Ring In The New Year  At Brady’s...FREE Champagne Toast At Midnight!

PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE
Seating Is Available For  

Large Dinner Parties  
MANY PACKAGES AVAILABLE

CATERING 
AVAILABLE  

FOR ALL 
BOROUGHS

Open New Year’s Eve and New Years Day...

Place Your Orders Now!

Wishing All Of Our Customers and Friends A 

LET US CATER YOUR NEW YEAR’S PARTY
We Have A Wide Range Of Items For Your Table...

From Appetizers To Full Trays

CORONA
BEER 

BUCKETS

FRESH 
CLAMS!  

MUSSELS!

BUY 2 LARGE PIES  
& GET AN ORDER OF  

WINGS FREE
EAT-IN OR TO GO

PIZZA
SPECIAL

TRY OUR DELICIOUS NEW  
SICILIAN PIE!
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BOROUGH PRESIDENT DISTRIBUTES TOYS TO LOCAL VETERANS AT BRONX ZOO

Above, (l-r) Jason Davila, Sr., Jason Davila, Jr., Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr., Rose-
mary DeLuca, executive director of the Wildlife Conservation Society, and Jennifer Davila. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Mrs. Claus (Luauana Williams), Mr. Claus (Jeffrey Lauser), and Vanessa and Ariel Ortiz at the 
toy drive. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

On Friday, December 18, Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. distributed toys to Bronx veter-
ans and their families at the Wildlife Conservation Society’s Bronx Zoo. For his annual toy 
drive, Diaz, Jr. joined Mr. and Mrs. Claus to distribute toys to local Bronx military families 
who were in need during this holiday season.

WSZIO’S ORNAMENT MAKING WORKSHOP

(Above, l-r) Shyla Antara, Tanzila Brisy and Sandi Lusk at the ornament making workshop.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

On Saturday, December 19, the Westchester Square Zerega Improvement Organization host-
ed an ornament making workshop in the Westchester Square Library. During the workshop, 
the youngsters created holiday arts and crafts gifts to give to their friends and families.

161ST ST. BID PRESENTS FREE FOOTBALLS

The 161st Street Business Improvement District distributed free commemorative mini-foot-
balls to fans outside Yankee Stadium before the start of the Indiana University vs. Duke 
University game on Saturday, December 26.  These souvenirs sported a custom design de-
picting the rival teams, the game’s date, the Pinstripe Bowl and Yankee Stadium to mark  
the occasion. (Above) Unique Koula (l) and Dr. Cary Goodman (r) presented complimentary 
footballs to Indiana fans, Brian and Emily White. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Local community leaders and elected offi cials celebrated the holiday season during the 
Bronx Democratic County Committee’s annual Christmas party held on Friday, December 18 
at Maestro’s Caterers.

(Above, l-r) Assemblyman Marcos Crespo; Senator Ruben Diaz; Minister Kwame Thomp-
son, Soundview Drug Free Community Coalition vice chairman and Assembly Speaker Carl 
Heastie Photo courtesy of Minister Kwame Thompson

BRONX DEMS CELEBRATE HOLIDAYS



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JANUARY 1-7, 2016 21  BTR

COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
IGRT RADIATION THERAPYRADIATION THERAPY-CHEMOTHERAPY-

IMMUNOTHERAPY-CLINICAL STUDIES

COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
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NYISE STUDENTS PERFORM JOLLY TUNES

BRONX CHAMBER OF COMMERCE HOSTS HOLIDAY PARTY, TOY DRIVE

KINGS HARBOR HOLDS ADOPT-A-PLATOON

OLA PARENTING CENTER DONATES TO WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN NEED
The OLA Parenting Center continued their 
tradition of providing Christmas gifts for the 
women and children residing at the Good 
Counsel Home, a residence which provides 
a home for pregnant women and children 
in need. The gifts will be distributed to 14 
women and 16 children on Christmas Eve.

(Right) OLA Parenting Center poses for a 
photo with the gifts they collected to be dis-
tributed on Christmas Eve. 
 Photo Courtesy of OLA Parenting Center

On Monday, December 14, the Bronx Chamber of Commerce hosted its Holiday Party and Toy 
Drive at Tosca Marquee. The holiday party included a buffet, wine, beer, live entertainment, 
dancing and a cash bar.  The toys donated for the toy drive were distributed to organiza-
tions that assist abused and neglected children.

(Above, l-r) Sal Marante, Celinette Rodriquez, Alexza Santiago, Kelly Rosati and Laura 
Nguyen enjoying the festivities. Photos by Miriam Quin

Joe Kelleher, chamber chairman (l), and 
Nunzio Del Greco, chamber president, gather 
during the Chamber holiday party.

The members brought toys to the holiday 
party for needy Bronx families. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Last month, Kings Harbor Multicare Center adopted an Army platoon, after the facility’s 
Therapeutic Recreation department and fi ve residents, all of whom are veterans, collabo-
rated in a fundraising effort. The fundraising effort, which included the residents/veterans 
manning tables to sell raffl es and share stories of their experiences, resulted in the vets 
meeting their fundraising goal of $1,240, which will be sent to Adopt-A-Platoon, an organiza-
tion that sends care packages to a military platoon overseas.

(Above) Residents and veterans (l-r) Carl Small, William Naughton, John Hayes, Peter Gian-
nitrapani and Winfi eld Oston participated in the adopt-a-platoon fundraising effort. 
 Photo courtesy of Kings Harbor Multicare Center / Lisa Post

(Above, l-r) Ethan Arias, Taylor McCaffrey, Naum Shulman and Jazzmarie Arsenec perform 
a holiday song. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

On Thursday, December 17, the New York Institute for Special Education hosted a holiday 
show at 999 Pelham Parkway South. The show included a variety of jolly tunes performed 
by 125 students with visual impairments and emotional needs for their families and the 
school’s faculty.  Students showcased their piano, drums, fl ute, guitar and bells skills during 
the presentation.
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From mobility 
assistance to meal 
preparation, Senior 
Helpers is ready to 
help your loved one 
live independently.

Senior Helpers’ 
leading Senior 
Gems® program 
for Alzheimer’s and 
dementia can help 
your family.

Senior Helpers 
is locally owned 
and operated, and 
works with families 
right in your own 
neighborhood.

�������YOU TRUST���������TO HELP�����PEOPLE NEED

Visit us at SeniorHelpers.com/newyorkny, e-mail us at
infonyc@SeniorHelpers.com or call us at 646-214-2086.

Thank you GuildNet.

As parents age, caretaking often falls to their 
adult children and families, especially if they 
are visually impaired. 

With GuildNet’s long term care plans loved 
ones can get the help they need to stay safe 
in their homes. Please call us. We speak 
your language.

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Now that Mom is 
safe at home, my job 
is more secure, too. 

ELDERCARE TODAY

Many homeowners have found 
themselves scrambling to make 
their homes handicap acces-

sible after a sudden injury or illness. In 
addition, some homeowners have found 
themselves looking to make adjustments 
to their homes in anticipation of welcom-
ing elderly, less-mobile relatives into 
their homes.

Converting a home into a handicap-
accessible space can seem like a daunting 
task that requires adjustments to nearly 
every part of the house. While the extent 
of those adjustments depends on the in-
dividual who needs to be accommodated, 
some of the areas homeowners must ad-
dress when making their homes handi-
cap accessible are universal regardless 
of the individual’s condition.

Entryways
A home’s entryways often must be 

addressed when making the home more 
handicap accessible. Portable ramps can 
be an affordable option and are often an 
ideal for those who only need to make 
temporary adjustments, such as when a 
resident suffers an injury that requires 
he or she spend some time in a wheel-
chair. When the adjustments will just be 

temporary, a folding wheelchair might 
be necessary, as the doorways might not 
be able to fi t a standard wheelchair that 
doesn’t fold.

Making a 
home handicap 

accessible

Making a home more handicap accessible 
can be a signifi cant undertaking, but many 
of the adjustments homeowners must make 
are small in scale and won’t take long to 
complete. Greg Vote
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FAMOUS SHAMOUS RAISES FUNDS FOR SOLDIER’S ANGELS AT SPOTO’S RESTAURANT

(l-r) Andy Romeo, Vincenzo Altieri, Marianne Spoto, Paul McIlroy, Pete Spoto, John Jitto and Carmine Sarno gather after the show. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Above, (l-r) Paulette Goldsmith, Donna 
Borges and Dawn Cocharelli Almodovar en-
joy the show. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

On Saturday, December 19, Bronx-based 
cover band Famous Shamus played a Christ-
mas Show at Spoto’s Restaurant. The show 
raised funds for Soldier’s Angels, an organi-
zation that provides aid and comfort to the 
men and women of the United States Army, 
Marines, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, their 
families and the overall veteran population.

MACINA PEACE PLAZA TREE LIGHTING

BADLOR DONATES HOLIDAY MEALS 

On Thursday, December 10, Senator Jeff Klein and Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj hosted a 
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony at Rudy Macina Peace Plaza. The tree lighting included 
an appearance by Santa and his helpers.  Klein and Gjonaj were joined by Assemblyman 
Michael Benedetto, the Morris Park Community Association, Community Board 11  and mem-
bers of the P.S. 83 holiday choir.

(Above) Santa (Evan Di Battista from Senator Klein’s offi ce), with members of the P.S. 83 
holiday choir; (l-r) Isabel Vilapol, Gresa Raci, Paige Martinez and Maria Turmalaj during the 
tree lighting ceremony. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, Senator Jeff Klein and Santa 
with the P.S. 83 holiday choir. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Above) Baldor Specialty Foods, 
Point Community Development 
Center volunteers and members of 
the 41st Precinct and Community 
Board 2 gather during the holiday 
dinner distribution.  
   Photo by Aracelis Batistsa

On Saturday, December 19, Baldor Specialty Foods, in collaboration with Community Board 
2 and the Point Community Development Center, distributed 2,000 packaged holiday dinner 
meals to south Bronx residents and families at the Point.Org Headquarters, 940 Garrison 
Avenue. The meals, which were donated by vendors Guida Dairies, Rockland Bakery, West-
side Foods, Orchid Island, Red Orchard Juices and First Fruits, among others, included all 
the fi xings of a traditional holiday dinner, such as turkey, seasonal fruits and vegetables, 
dinner rolls, milk, juice and deserts.

(Right, l-r) Milagro Gonzalez, Ma-
ria Rivera and Maria’s daughters 
Shaneilys, Dianelyz and Dianesra 
gather during the holiday distribu-
tion. Photo by Aracelis Batistsa
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Anyone can deliver food, but when you order Tosca, you’ll experience the highest level of traditional Italian hospitality. We’ll bring our delicious homemade menu choices to you—
convenient, delectable, affordable. Tosca’s catering service provides you with the uncompromising taste and quality of menu and service in the comfort of your own specified locale. 
You can create your own package, simply contact us for further inquiry and we’ll be happy to arrange your menu. Fast, free delivery and set–up. House accounts welcomed.

Catering? Let Tosca cater your next home or office event  (FULL MENU AVAILABLE ONLINE)

Grande SERVES 8–10 $150
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka 

or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala 

or Chicken Francese
·  1 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

Party–Sized Trays Half trays feed 
approximately 6 to 8 people. Full trays feed 
approximately 12 to 15 people.

Fast, Free Delivery and Set-Up 
All orders are kept hot and ready– 
to–serve. Plates, napkins, table covers and 
eating/serving utensils included upon request.

Generoso SERVES 15–20 $325
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Appetizer: Fried Calamari, Buffalo Wings or Mozzarella Sticks
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala 

or Chicken Francese
·  2 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

$15 OFF
ANY CATERING ORDER 

OF $100 OR MORE
WITH COUPON ONLY. PLEASE MENTION 

WHEN ORDERING. EXCLUDES PACKAGES. 
EXPIRES 1/31/2015  TOSCA BX TIMES 12-14

$25 OFF
ANY CATERING ORDER 

OF $150 OR MORE
WITH COUPON ONLY. PLEASE MENTION 

WHEN ORDERING. EXCLUDES PACKAGES. 
EXPIRES 1/31/2015  TOSCA BX TIMES 12-14

Office Party
· Vegetable Crudite
· Wrap Platter 
· Caesar Salad with  
Grilled Chicken Breast

· Fresh Fruit Platter
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 

Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Family Style
·  Fresh Mozzarella, Roasted 

Peppers & Fresh Basil
· Clams Oreganata
· Penne Alla Vodka
· Chicken Scarpariello
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 

Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Game Day
· Buffalo Wings
· Fried Calamari
· Wrap Platter
· Baked Ziti
with Meat Balls

·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

House Party
· Shrimp Cocktail
· Clams Oreganata
· Fusilli Al Alvina
· Chicken Scarpariello
· Caesar Salad
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 

Focaccia or Garlic Knots

The Italian Job
· Imported Cheese & Fruit Platter
· Fried Calamari · Caesar Salad
· Baked Ziti with Chicken Cutlet
· Sausage & Broccoli Rabe
· Shrimp Risotto Donna
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 

Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Nonno Mia
· Eggplant Rollatini 
· Clams Oreganata
· Farfalle Alla Pesto
· Arugula, Endive, 
Radicchio Salad

·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Serves 12–15 $165 Serves 12–15 $180 Serves 12–15 $195 Serves 12–15 $195 Serves 12–15 $230 Serves 15–20 $290

4 0 3 8  E A S T  T R E M O N T  A V E N U E  ·  A T  M I L E S  A V E N U E  ·  T H R O G S  N E C K ,  B R O N X ,  N Y 

F A S T  F R E E  D E L I V E R Y  7 1 8 . 2 3 9 . 3 3 0 0
O N L I N E  O R D E R I N G  ·  C U R B S I D E  P I C K - U P  ·  V A L E T  P A R K I N G  ·  T O S C A N Y C . C O M  T O S C A N Y C  T O S C A N Y C

“100 Best Italian Restaurants”

“Lovingly restored
1922 pizza oven”

Rated  2015

“#1 Pizza In The Bronx”

“Best spot for brunch 
in the Bronx”

Open Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day, 
New Year’s Eve 

& New Year’s Day

thursday, december 31
8:30pm–1:30am

new year’s eve
—————————

—————————2o16
2 LEVELS OF MUSIC BY LIVE DJ 
COCKTAIL HOUR · FULL BUFFET

OPEN BAR · CHAMPAGNE
HATS AND NOISE MAKERS
COMPLIMENTARY PHOTOS

LIVE BROADCAST OF TIMES SQUARE
FREE VALET PARKING

FORMAL ATTIRE SUGGESTED

PRESALE $100
PER PERSON INCLUDES TAX 

AND GRATUITY, UNTIL DECEMBER 24,  
$120 WEEK OF DECEMBER 25–31

CALL 718.863.6363 TO PURCHASE TICKETS. 
SPACE IS LIMITED AND WILL SELL OUT QUICKLY.

4034 EAST TREMONT AVENUE · BRONX, NY

7 1 8 . 8 6 3 . 6 3 6 3
T O S C A M A R Q U E E . C O M
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Because of additional interest in the 
program held in November, The Pelham 
Bay Library, 3060 Middletown Road, is 
again hosting a free adult seminar on 
writing wills and assigning proxy on Fri-
day, January 15 at 1 p.m. Titled  “We 
Need to Talk: Completing Your Living 
Will and Healthcare Proxy”, presented 
by public health educator Katherine 
Schwarz, MS, MPH., this workshop  will 
help patrons put their thoughts down on 
paper to make the right choices when 
completing a will and appointing a 
healthcare proxy.

The program is free to all and sub-
ject to cancellation without notice.

For further information call (718) 
792-6744.

* * *
Fordham University’s Post-Bacca-

laureate Pre-Medical/Pre-Health Pro-
gram will be offered for the fi rst time 
at its Westchester campus beginning 
in Spring 2016. Admission and reg-
istration is in progress, with classes 
scheduled to start Tuesday, January 
19. Classes will be offered on all three 
Fordham campuses, at Lincoln Center, 
Rose Hill and Westchester. An informa-
tional webinar about the program will 
be held on Thursday, January 7, from 6 
to 7:30 p.m. Register for the webinar at 
http://www.fordham.edu/info/22123/in-
formation_sessions/6232/post-bacca-
laureate_pre-med_pre-health_informa-
tion_sessions.

The Fordham Post-Baccalaureate 
Pre-Medical/Pre-Health Program is of-
fered through the School of Profes-
sional and Continuing Studies (PCS). 
The program is for college graduates 
who are interested in a career in the 
health professions but are in need of 
the prerequisite science courses.

In keeping with the Fordham PCS 
mission to serve adult students, the 
program offers the pre-med curriculum 
primarily in the evening, on weekends 
and during the summer to prepare stu-
dents for application to medical, dental 
or veterinary schools, nursing, physi-
cian assistant or physical therapy pro-
grams. 

For more information on the Ford-
ham Post-Baccalaureate Pre-Medical/
Pre-Health Program, go to www.pcs.
fordham.edu/postbac; e-mail postbac@
fordham.edu; or call the Fordham PCS 
Westchester offi ce at (914) 367-3302

* * *
The Bronx Council on the Arts 

and the Huntington Free Library con-
tinue their 2015-2016 family-friendly 
craft workshop series on Saturday, Jan-
uary 16, 12:30 to 3 p.m. at Westchester 
Square’s Huntington Free Library, 
bringing in the New Year with a Journal 
Making Workshop with Lis Ortiz. 

Come and create your own hand-
made personal journal to capture 
your new year’s thoughts, hopes and 
dreams. Journals will be made of recy-
cled items, so please feel free to bring 
images, fabric and/or items to make 
yours extra special! NOTE: This work-
shop is labor intensive. Arrive on time 
so that you can leave with a completed 

piece.
 Admission to this workshop is free 

and open to the public. All are wel-
come.

Journal Making with Lis Ortiz is part 
of the free series of Third Saturday 
Family Craft Workshops presented by 
BCA and HFL through May 21, at the 
Huntington Free Library.

The family craft workshop series 
continues on February 20, as BCA 
presents Drawing with Pastels with 
Stephanie Rodriguez. Join Stephanie 
Rodriguez for an afternoon of drawing 
funky looking buildings and patterns 
using different color pastels.

For information: call (718) 931-9500, 
ext. 33 (weekdays). On day of work-
shop: call (917) 972-2386. For more in-
formation on these workshops or other 
BCA programs and activities, visit www.
bronxarts.org or call (718) 931-9500.

The Huntington Free Library is lo-
cated at 9 Westchester Square (next to 
the Apple Savings Bank).

These workshops are made possible 
with the support and contributions from 
the NYC Department of Cultural Affairs, 
the NYS Council on the Arts, Lambent 
Foundation Fund of Tides Foundation,  
and Council members Fernando Ca-
brera, Andrew Cohen, Melissa Mark-Vi-
verito, James Vacca.

* * *
The Bronx Council on the Arts’ 

Seeing It Through Professional Devel-
opment Workshop Series continues on 
Saturday, January 16, from noon to 2 
p.m., with Creating a Comic with Der-
rick Michael Charles, 2015 BCA BRIO 
award winner in the fi eld of Illustrated 
Text. The workshop will take place at 
the Bronx Library Center at 310 East 
Kingsbridge Road. Seeing It Through 
is a curated professional development 
workshop series offering assistance 
to creative people, organizations, and 
those seeking cultural grants.

Admission is free, seating is limited, 
and RSVP is required. RSVP at www.
bronxarts.org.

For further information call (718) 
931-9500, ext. 35 or Lydia@bronxarts.
org.

In this workshop, Derrick Michael 
Charles, 2015 BRIO winner in Illus-
trated Text, and the collaborators of 
Ninja Express will take you through the 
steps of what it takes to create a comic 
book. These talented Indie comic cre-
ators will share their knowledge and 
experience and all attendees will walk 
away with an exclusive piece of art cre-
ated specifi cally for this event.

Born in 1985 in New York, Derrick 
Michael Charles is an African-Ameri-
can comic book writer living in the Co-
op City section of the Bronx. Graduat-
ing from Lehman College in 2008, with 
a degree in Business Administration 
and a minor in Black Studies, Derrick 
never offi cially pursued writing aca-
demically. It was in the years following 
his graduation that he became inter-
ested in writing when he rediscovered 
that love from reading fantasy novels 
and comic books. Derrick began work-

ing on his fi rst story, Ninja Express, in 
2009 as a solo work. In 2010, he began 
collaborating with Pronto Comics, pro-
ducing the story Cold Night, and form-
ing his partnership with Ninja Express 
artist Drake Tenta. Derrick is currently 
planning to move into children’s books 
and short stories.

 Drake Tinta is a comic book artist 
and writer based in the NYC Metro area. 
Since childhood, Drake had an appre-
ciation for video games, Western and 
Japanese animation and movies, and 
later comics and manga. These helped 
infl uence his work and career path as 
an illustrator. Drake references Osamu 
Tezuka, Shotaro Ishinomori, Takehiko 
Inoue and Shigeru Miyamoto as some 
of his major infl uences to his creative 
process. Ninja Express is Drake Tinta’s 
fi rst foray into the comic book industry.

Born in 1986 in the Bronx, Osjua 
Azarra Newton (colorist/letterer) is an 
African-American photojournalist and 
graphic designer living in the Univer-
sity Heights section of the Bronx. Grad-
uating from Lehman College in 2010 
with a degree in political science and 
a minor in multilingual journalism, New-
ton never pursued the visual arts aca-
demically. His fi rst encounter with both 
graphic design and photography was in 
2003 during his later high school years, 
utilizing these skills to accompany his 
journalistic assignments; and most re-
cently, in his personal artwork.

Josh Cabrera is a Bronx-based cre-
ator and editor of comics. He worked 
as Managing Editor of Pronto Com-
ics from 2009-2011. During his time 
at Pronto, Josh started the anthology 
series, Manga Nation where Ninja Ex-
press made its debut. He edited the 
fi rst two chapters of the series. In his 
capacity as a writer, Josh wrote one is-
sue of the comic “System Failure”. After 
parting ways with Pronto Comics, Josh 
worked as a series editor for one year 
at Atlas Unleashed, an independent 
comic company.

 Today, Josh works as a substitute 
teacher for the NYC Department of 
Education, and still lends his editorial 
skills to the Ninja Express project when 
available.

* * *
The City Island Library will offering 

the following events:
Circle Time: Children from birth to 3 

years old and their caregivers can en-
joy interactive stories, songs, and fi n-
ger plays while spending time with other 
toddlers in the neighborhood. There is 
a limit of 15 children and their caregiv-
ers per session.  Space is limited on a 
fi rst come/fi rst serve basis the day of 
the program.  Every Tuesday from 11 to 
11:45 a.m.

Singing Stories with Lou Gallo: Mu-
sical programs for babies, toddlers and 
young children with parent/caregiver. 
January 8, January 15, January 22 at 
11 a.m.

Read & Play: Children from birth to 3 
years old and caregivers can take part 
in wonderful stories, discover amazing 
toys, and meet new friends in this fun, 

informal program.  There is a limit of 15 
children and their caregivers per ses-
sion.  Space is limited on a fi rst come/
fi rst serve basis the day of the program.  
Thursday January 14, 21 and Friday 
January 29 from 11 to 11:30 a.m. 

Craft-A-Way: Drop in and participate 
in creating projects related to a theme 
or holiday. Ages 1-4. January 15  from  
noon to 1 p.m.

After School Lounge: Come to the 
library after school for studying and 
a chance to unwind. Every Monday-
Thursday from 3 to 5 p.m. 

DYI Dream Catcher: Learn about 
the origins of dream catchers and then 
make your own! Presented by Jailin 
Acevedo. Recommended for ages 12 to 
18 years old. January 8 at 3 p.m.

After School Activities: Every Fri-
day at 3 p.m.: January 15 - Wii & board 
games; January 22 – Minions; and Jan-
uary 29 - Wii & board games.

Lecture: Understanding the US Tax 
System: Leading Tax Professionals will 
be available to answer your tax ques-
tions and provide insights into tax prep-
aration, amended returns and tax plan-
ning considerations.

We will also be prepared discuss the 
new health care laws and their tax im-
plications. January 23 at 1 p.m.

Mobile Adoption Van: Animal Care 
Centers of NYC will have pets available 
for adoption. Come provide the gift of a 
new home for these amazing pets. Jan-
uary 23 from noon to 4 p.m.

Afternoon Computer Classes: These 
sessions will be geared toward adult 
students who’ve already learned the 
basics, and are ready to begin tackling 
more specifi c questions. Every Thurs-
day from noon to 1:30 p.m. January 7 -   
E-Mail 101, January 14 - What is Social 
Media?, January 21 - Trouble with Tab-
lets, and January 28 - Microsoft Word 
Workshop.

Island Writers-Creative Writing 
Group.  This is a group for all who are 
interested in writing professionally or 
personally. It’s free and special! Meets 
every Tuesday at 1 p.m. 

Computer Q & A: Tuesday morn-
ings are all about the basics. “How do 
I turn a computer on?” “How do I use a 
mouse?” “How do I get on the Internet?” 
If you’ve asked yourself any of these 
questions, then we can help you! Every 
Tuesday from 10 a.m. to noon.

Résumé Writing Workshop and On-
line Job Search: Designed to assist in 
creating a new or updated resume. Top-
ics include cover letters and resources 
for job opportunities. A fl ash drive 
is required to save your work. Every 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to noon.

One-On-One: Computer and Tablet 
Assistance. Stop in or call to make an 
appointment for one hour of personal-
ized instruction that addresses your 
questions and concerns.

Saturday Afternoon Movies: January 
2, Ricky & The Flash; January 9,  Mr. 
Holmes; January 16, Terminator Geni-
sys; and January 30, Furious 7.

For further information log onto 
www.nypl.org or call (718) 885-1703.

• Fordham University’s Post Baccalaureate Pre-Med/Pre Health

• BCA’s Seeing It Through Professional Development Workshop

• City Island Library Upcoming Events

Free adult seminar at Pelham Bay Library
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The Wicked Wo

Delivery Service Available 10
PLASMA TVs

BOOK YOUR EVENT OR HOLIDAY PARTY 
EARLY AT THE WICKED WOLF

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

Ring In 2016 At The Wolf

CELEBRATE
New Years Eve with

Come Party with the

neighborhood
No cover, Champagne at Midnight

Hats and Noisemakers
Galore...

Just a reminder that we 
have parking available in the 

service station next door

Serving New Year’s 
Eve Dinner

Call For Your Reservation

SERVING OUR 
REGULAR MENU ALL DAY

New Year’s Day 
From 12pm–3pm

We Are Also Serving 
Lunch and Dinner

WE WOULD LIKE TO 
WISH EVERYONE A 
HAPPY & HEALTHY 
NEW YEAR!
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

PINK SHISHA
PINK SHISHA PACKAGE DEALS

HAIR, NAILS
MAKEUP

$13000

HAIR, NAILS

$10000

3604 E TREMONT AVE. BRONX, NY 10465

347-621-1799

Tails are Waggin' 
and Pets are Braggin'

3604 A East Tremont Avenue

ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
TOOTHBRUSHING

OFF
NEXT

$5

Offi ce/Retail Space 

Available in the 

Throggs Neck Mall 

Call 917-232-2375

Beauty Bar

Home Of The
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ALLEY 
CAT 
CAFE

TRADITIONAL BBQ
& SMOKEHOUSE

All Bottled Beer 
$400

CHARMINGLY LOCATED 75 FEET OFF E. TREMONT AVE
DOWN THE ALLEY WAY IN THE THROGS NECK MALL

3604C EAST TREMONT AVE  (718) 824-0168

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 
EVERYDAY 2-6 PM

Open: Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm
Fri & Sat 11am-12 Midnight

The “Home” of mouth-watering Smoked Brisket, fall-off-the-bone St. Louis Ribs,
Tender Pulled Pork, along with a wide assortment of side dishes

All Day!

1/2 CHICKEN & SIDE
CAN OF BEER

$1200

See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Café.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School 1438 Waring Avenue

Nice Ranch Style Two Bedroom Home With Walk Out 
Basement. Great Concrete Backyard Perfect For Barbe-

cues. Close To Public Transportation And Stores.

$344,900

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For
Your House. Let Us Sell Your Home

Distinguished Homes & Properties

Cell:  917-957-6800
3602 E Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

Larry “Large” Weinstein

Top Producer

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

APARTMENTS WANTED

1324 East Gun Hill Road
Great Investment Or Perfect For Home User/ Brick Mixed-Use 
Property Located In Highly Foot Traffi c Area Next to Buses And 
Subway. The Property Zoned For Two(2) Residential Units Plus A 
Doctors Offi ce..

$429,000

$45 per person

Create Your Own

Masterpiece
While Enjoying A 

Glass Of Wine

BYOB



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JANUARY 1-7, 201630    BTR

(l-r) Tommy Mitsios, Councilman Vacca, Assemblymen Crespo and Sepulveda, cafe owner Jimmy Mitsios, Senator Diaz and Assemblyman 
Benedetto cut the ribbon to offi cially welcome Jimmy’s Grand Cafe to Castle Hill. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Assemblymen Michael Benedetto and Marcos Crespo, Jimmy’s Grand Cafe partner Wen-
doli Rosario, Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda, Jimmy’s Grand Cafe partner Abbey Katechis and 
Senator Ruben Diaz were delighted to attend the local business’ grand opening ceremony. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Jimmy’s Grand Cafe owner, Jimmy Mitsios 
stands proudly with Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Councilman James Vacca (left) congratulat-
ed Jimmy’s Grand Cafe owner Jimmy Mitsios 
on his business’ grand opening. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

A new restaurant is ready to satisfy Bronx-
ite’s appetites. Jimmy’s Grand Cafe was 
offi cially welcomed to Castle Hill in a pres-
tigious ribbon-cutting ceremony held on 
Monday, December 7.  Located at 1001 Castle 
Hill Avenue, local elected offi cials were in at-
tendance to meet with Jimmy’s Grand Cafe 
owner Jimmy Mitsios. The new two-story 
restaurant offers customers a lounge-type 
setting complete with an expansive bar and 
delicious meals to satisfy their taste buds.  
Hours of operation for the eatery are Mon-
day through Friday 7 a.m. until 1 a.m., Sat-
urday 6 a.m. to 2 a.m. and Sunday 6 a.m. to 
1 a.m.

JIMMY’S GRAND
CAFE OPENED
FOR BUSINESS

Senator Jeff Klein presented participants with medals at the First Annual Throggs Neck Houses 
Football Tournament at Ferry Point Park on Sunday, December 13.  The event sought to bring to-
gether residents of the New York City Housing Authority Development with the law enforcement 
personnel they serve.  NYCHA, the Throggs Neck Houses Residents’ Council,  the 45th Precinct,  
Housing Police #8 and New York City Transit Police all played in the day-long games.

KLEIN  PRESENTS  FOOTBALL MEDALS

Senator Klein presents medals to the participants. Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce

VACCA HOLDS SMOKE ALARM GIVEAWAY
Councilman James Vacca recently held a Smoke Alarm/Carbon Monoxide Detector giveaway 
at his district offi ce. The event was part of the FDNY’s Get Alarmed program, a fi re safety 
education program that conducts training, provides lectures and holds fi re safety demon-
strations.

(Above) FDNY representatives, captain Kevin Anderson and lieutenant Ryan Gorecki, gather 
with Vacca’s offi ce and event participants during the smoke alarm giveaway. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman James Vacca’s offi ce
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The Theodore Korony American Legion Post #253 visited the James J. Peters VA Hospital 
to host a holiday party for the patients there recently.  Among the dignitaries attending 
the festivities in Kingsbridge Heights were Senator Jeff Klein and Jim Mullarkey, state com-
mander of the New York Catholic War Veterans.  

KORONY A.L. POST HOLDS VA HOLIDAY PARTY

(l-r) Judy Lanci, Santa Claus and Colleen McCarthy spread holiday cheer. 
 Photo courtesy of Korony American Legion Post #253

(Above) Members of the Theodore Korony American Legion Post #253 gathered at the 
James J. Peters Veterans Administration hospital in Kingsbridge to spread holiday cheer 
for patients. Photo courtesy of Korony American Legion Post #253

Olympic Swimmer Anthony Ervin and members of Imagine Swimming, an organization that 
provides swimming lessons to children and advocates for the sport, held a clinic at  Bronx-
Works’ McLaughlin Community Center on the Grand Concourse on Sunday, December 20.   
BronxWorks Blue Waves Swim Team did some dry land stretches before heading to the pool. 

OLYMPIC SWIMMER VISITS BRONXWORKS

Olympic swimming medal winner Anthony Ervin (c, standing) speaks to the children at 
BronxWorks. Photo courtesy of BronxWorks

Santa Claus paid a visit to The Sanz banquet hall  in Allerton on Saturday, December 19 to 
meet and give gifts to local children for the holiday season. The event was sponsored by the 
Allerton International Merchants Association.

SANTA BRINGS GIFTS TO ALLERTON YOUNGSTERS

Damien Velasquez and his sister, Angelys Velasquez were excited to meet jolly old Saint 
Nick. Photo by Miriam Quin
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On Wednesday, De-
cember 2, The Fund 
for the City of New 
York announced the 
seven recipients of the 
seventh annual Sloan 
Awards for Excellence 
in Teaching Science 
and Mathematics. The 
awards recognize New 
York City public high 
school teachers who 
motivate students to 
reach further, work 
harder, and develop 
and expand their love 
for science and math-
ematics.

Bronx teachers Pa-
tricia Peña Carty (Uni-
versity Heights High 
School) and Patrick 
Callahan (The Bronx 
Center for Science and 
Mathematics) were two 
of the seven New York 
City teachers recog-
nized at the ceremony, 
which was attended 
by Schools Chancellor 
Carmen Fariña.

For Patricia Peña 
Carty, exposing stu-
dents to professional-
level science research 
opportunities while 
fostering an under-
standing in students 
of how science can be 
used as a vehicle for 
social change is par-
amount. Her biology 
students have con-
ducted original re-
search on air quality 
concerns in the South 
Bronx and have pre-
sented their research 
to professional scien-
tists and local law-
makers, while also 
researching wildlife 
forensics at the Amer-

ican Museum of Natu-
ral History. Ms. Peña 
Carty has also cre-
ated a Genetics course 
at University Heights 
High School, with stu-
dents designing and 
conducting their own 
genetic research proj-
ects to be presented 
at the Urban Barcode 
Project. Says one col-
league, “Students feel 
like scholars in her 
class. Their mastery of 
difficult scientific con-
tent is exceptional.”

 When Patrick Cal-
lahan arrived at The 
Bronx Center for Sci-
ence and Mathematics 
in 2012, the only sci-
ence course the school 
offered not tied to a 
Regents Exam was AP 
Biology. Upon arrival, 
Mr. Callahan created 
a Science Research 
course in which stu-
dents independently 
design their own sci-
entific research proj-
ect and present their 
research at science 
fairs and competitions 
across the city. This 
past year, Mr. Calla-
han also advocated for, 
designed and is teach-
ing the school’s first 
AP Environmental 
Science course. Says 
Principal Edward 
Tom, “He is a super-
star as a teacher and 
scientific role model 
for our students. His 
work ethic is unpar-
alleled and he is al-
ways working to level 
the playing field for 
students in the South 
Bronx.”

Sloan Awards for 
Excellence in Teaching

PATRICIA PEÑA CARTY PATRICK CALLAHAN

MAX
LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

800-469-6292    TTY 711 
7 days a week, 8:00 am to 8:00 pm

www.villagecaremax.org

Our Members Are 
Our #1 Priority

We are a 5-star rated 
Managed Long-Term Care Plan 

5-star overall rating based 
on the 2014 NYC Region 
MLTC Consumer Guide, 

published by the
 New York  State 

Department of Health
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EXTRAVAGANZA!

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Injections

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST LASER TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer 
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

LAZER HAIR  
“REMOVAL”  

EXTRAVAGANZA
Call us for our 

winter specials!
TRADE THE RAZOR FOR THE LAZER!

Free consultation. Limited time offer.

GIFT
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal 

Electrolysis    

Botox   

Fillers  

 hCG Weight Loss Program

Hormone Replacement Therapy

Chemical Peels

 Skin Tightening

BEFORE

AFTER

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert Graziosa 
has been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led many 
patients to live 
more happy and 
healthy lives.

B
E

FO
R

E
A

F
TE

R

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

3611A East Tremont Ave. 
Bronx, NY

347-281-5576

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start hCG  
Weight Loss Program

LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 
20–40 lb. LIGHTER

LOSE  
½–2 lb. PER DAY
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Academy of Mount St. Ursula se-
nior Ermelinda Vushaj has been work-
ing with the 52nd Precinct Law En-
forcement Exploring Program in the 
Bronx since 2010. 

Throughout her fi ve year dedica-
tion to Law Enforcement, Ermelinda 
has received various awards and cita-
tions for giving exemplary volunteer 
service to the Bronx community. 

Some of these awards include; cer-
tifi cates of achievement for success-
fully completing the 2014 and 2015 Law 

Academy of Mt. St. Ursula
senior receives Explorer award

Enforcement Academy and citations 
from the New York State Assembly for 
outstanding commitment to the 52nd 
precinct. 

Ermelinda holds the rank of ser-
geant in the program and continues 
to excel in her career in law enforce-
ment.  

During this time, Ermelinda has 
been given U.S. Marine Corp. train-
ing, Search and Arrest, Domestic Vio-
lence, Bomb Threat and Anti Terror-
ism class training and instruction.

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj presents Ermelinda Vushaj with the 52nd Precinct Law Enforce-
ment Exploring Program award.

Spellman celebrates Christmas

Students at Cardinal Spellman High School displayed their Christmas spirit this holiday sea-
son on the evening of December 22 in the school auditorium during the annual Christmas 
Concert. The audience was entertained by the Spellman Concert Band, Dance Club, Gospel 
Choir, Step Team, Twirlers, Fire Arts Dance Class, and Flag Corps. Months of preparation and 
practice paid off with fl awless performances by all groups. A wonderful variety of music 
was presented under the supervision of Mr. Joseph Alfano, Band Director, and Ms. Mila Bello, 
Moderator of the Gospel Choir.

Another Christmas tradition at Spellman, the Give-A-Gift program, was once again a suc-
cess through the organization and hard work of Student Government. Many needy chil-
dren received clothing and toys this Christmas thanks to donations by Spellman students. 
Several charitable organizations provided the names of children, along with their ages, to 
Student Government. Senators coordinated the information with homerooms, and everyone 
worked to provide each child with clothing and toys specially purchased for him or her. 
Administrators, teachers, and staff also contributed to the effort. Gifts were individually 
wrapped and personally addressed to each child for Christmas. Ms. Rosado, Moderator of 
Student Government, and the Spellman Senators sorted and organized more than 225 pres-
ents. The students, through their generosity, once again made the Give-A-Gift program a 
success this Christmas Season. 

(Above) The Cardinal Spellman High School Flag Corps during the December 22 concert.

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto 
announces that the MetroCard Mobile 
Van will be parked at the curb in front 
of 3602 E. Tremont Avenue, on Friday, 
January 8, between the hours of 1 to 3 
p.m.

The MetroCard Mobile Van en-
ables:

• Senior citizens 65 years of age or 
older to apply for Reduced-Fare Metro-
Card and receive a temporary card on 
the spot (Bring proof of age such as a 
Medicare card and valid photo identi-

fi cation);
• People with disabilities that qual-

ify, and who present a Medicare card 
and valid photo ID such as a driver’s 
license to apply for Reduced-Fare Met-
roCard;

• Daily riders to add money to their 
Reduced-Fare MetroCard; and

• Everyone to get all MetroCard 
questions answered.

For more information, call (718) 
892-2235 

MetroCard Van scheduled stop

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Here’s an urgent prayer request, 

passed on from Pat and Guy.  The 
‘Dark Horse’ 3rd Battalion, 5th Ma-
rines have lost 12 young heroes in four 
days of heavy fi ghting “somewhere in 
Afghanistan.”  Pray for them and their 
leaders!  The news media is not cover-
ing this, the President is on vacation, 
again.

Thanks again team for another 
great Christmas Party.  I was hoping to 
see some old members, like a reunion, 
maybe we should have one this sum-
mer?

Our next meeting will be on Janu-
ary 17, third Sunday of 2016.  That’s at 
the Turner Club, 10:30 a.m.for coffee, 11 
a.m. sharp for our meeting, and even 
sharper, noon for some chow and cash 
bar at their club room.  Hope to see 
more Ladies and Sons there too.

Watch your computer for the next 
Bronx County meeting, fi rst Tuesday, 
get involved and move us onward.

Soon we’ll be entertaining candi-
date names for our next commander as 
Commander Mike is up in June of ‘16.  
Those who have taken a position have 
nothing but positive comments to re-
port, will you step up, give the current 
crew a run for their money and give us 
a try? 

Until next time:  Like it or not, keep 
an eye on the news and stay informed, 
and have a fun but safe New Years Eve

A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY
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900 PARK
718-892-3830
900 MORRIS PARK AVENUE
BRONX, NY, 10465

DJ EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
HAPPY HOUR 3 TO 7 EVERY DAY 
FRIDAY (FREE BUFFET)
CHRISTMAS EVE REGULAR MENU AND CHRISTMAS EVE SPECIALS
SUNDAY BRUNCH AVAILABLE

$100 per person  
$50 per child
(12 and under)

Includes Tax & Gratuity

New Years Eve
THE NIGHT BEGINS AT 8:00PM
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You’d think this would be 
good news to a Jew like 
me: The Vatican has de-

clared that my tribe can get into 
heaven.

In a statement just released 
in honor of the 50th anniversary 
of the “Nostra Aetate” — itself a 
high point in Jewish-Christian 
relations in that it stated Jews 
should not be considered “ac-
cursed by God’ (yay!) — the Vat-
ican has gone one step further. 
The new document states that, 
“…it does not in any way follow 
that the Jews are excluded from 
God’s salvation because they do 
not believe in Jesus Christ as 
the Messiah of Israel and the 
Son of God.”

In other words, Jews are now 
Heaven-eligible — which has me 
very worried. (How Jewish is 
that?)

You see, until now, I was al-
ready a little obsessed by what 
qualifi es a person for a post-life 
thumbs up or down. And by “a 
little obsessed” I mean, I wor-
ried that if I ate a piece of bacon, 

So now, Jews can get into Heaven? As if 
I didn’t have enough to worry about!

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

did that make me a bad Jew, 
which then might damn me to 
Hell, even though we don’t really 
have Hell, so maybe even fram-
ing the question that way was 
a sin, meaning I was headed to 
some sort of miserable afterlife 
that supposedly doesn’t exist, 
with or without a devil, pitch-
fork, and lake that burns with-
out giving off any light, etc.?

See? So Jewish.
And then, when I did some-

thing actually unkind — and 
by “unkind” I mean screaming 
at a cabbie who totally deserved 
it, because he made a right-hand 
turn while I was in the cross-
walk, but still, those guys have 
a hard life and are barely sur-
viving, thanks to Uber — I’d 
worry, “Well, was that one little 
blow-up the thing that’s actually 
going to tip the scales? I’ll be 
standing before St. Peter and he 
looks at a list of everything I did 
and it’s, ‘Why did you yell at the 
poor cabbie? They’re barely sur-
viving, thanks to Uber.’ And he 
shakes his head like, ‘Sorry, you 

blew it,’ and then he pushes the 
little button that opens a trap 
door in the fl oor?”

All this while I’m still in the 
crosswalk, shaking my fi st.

“Don’t worry about Hell!” 
my husband has told me, over 
and over. (Am I dishonoring 
him by writing this?) “We don’t 
believe in it!”

But now … sheesh. All bets 
are off. I mean on! That whole 
Pascal’s wager thing is now in 

our court: Bet that there is a 
God and if we’re right, infi nite 
rewards await us if we can just 
keep it in our pants (metaphori-
cally speaking). But bet that 
there is no God (or Heaven), go 
rip-roaring wild, and we could 
be in for a world of pain (and 
jackals gnawing our intestines) 
later. That was a wager we Jews 
didn’t have to worry about.

Until now!
So how good do we have to 

be to go upstairs? What is the 
fi ne print? Is one, “G------ it!” all 
it takes to rip up our VIP pass? 
Or do I have to be Bernie Madoff 
before I worry?

Or, to put it a bit more pro-
actively: How can I prove my 
Heaven-worthiness?

Jews were already told to 
live righteously, give gener-
ously, dress warmly. (Well, most 
of us were.) We already knew 
we’re not supposed to murder, 
steal, or commit adultery. The 
real trip wire on that list is, 
“Thou shalt not covet.” But even 
if we did covet (come on — who 

doesn’t? Have you even seen my 
sister’s house?), it wasn’t like we 
were immediately disqualifi ed 
from anything great. Coveting 
a fantastic house, or less jiggly 
thighs, or a job that pays more 
than freelance journalism, did 
not mean kissing goodbye to 
eternal life and harps that, be-
cause they are in heaven, must 
not sound as horrible as I imag-
ine 10 billion amateur harpists 
must sound. We Jews just knew 
we were supposed to try to not 
covet so much.

No wonder the goyim drink. 
(I’m kidding! I’m kidding! St. 
Peter — it was just one dumb, 
slightly un-P.C. joke. Come on!)

Now I’m a Jew faced with all 
the worries of a Christian with-
out even Christmas to ease the 
pain. Because a Jew celebrating 
Christmas — I’d hate to think 
where they’d end up!

But I probably will.
Lenore Skenazy is a key-

note speaker and author and 
founder of the book and blog 
Free-Range Kids.

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
Welcome 2016! I love the 

beginning of the New Year. 
Fresh from weeks of holidays 
in November and December, 
we face January and winter 
with nothing to do but pay the 
bills for the ‘joy’ we spread 
and ponder our wishes for the 
coming year.  

I seem to make the same 
wish (or some permutation of 
it) every year:  to try to live my 
life with joy and not in fear.  At 
the end of 2012, I called it my 
wish for ‘Climate Change’ – a 
change in the climate of how 
we deal with each other.  In 
2013 I wished that we could 
continue to connect through 
food.  At the end of last year, I 
wished for a “continuation of 
my plan to rule the world, or 
at least to inspire you to get in 
the kitchen and cook, start a 
garden or simply create your 
own kitchen traditions.”

I head into 2016 with the 
same resolve – to tune out the 
buzz of fear and negativity 
and trade it in for the sound 

of Braised Lamb Shanks sim-
mering on the stove while po-
lenta cooked and bubbled and 
plopped along side it.  We had 
a quiet Christmas, just us and 
the pups.  I dredged (4) lamb 
shanks in a mixture of fl our, 
dried sage, dried rosemary, 
salt and pepper.  I heated up 
a tablespoon of oil in a heavy 
bottomed enameled cast iron 
Dutch oven.  I browned the 
shanks carefully, making sure 
the heat was not too high and 
got them to a beautiful golden 
brown.  I removed them from 
the pot to a plate and set aside.  

Turning the heat down 
low, I got my food mill out 
and set it up over the pot and 
poured in a jar of tomatoes.  I 
had a lot of mushrooms from 
my CSA share and had dried 
a bunch in my dehydrator a 
few months ago.  Figuring 
this was a good opportunity 
to use them, I soaked two cups 
of dried mushrooms in 3 cups 
of boiling water.  I poured 
the resulting liquid through 
a small sieve into the tomato 

sauce, collecting the solids 
for later.  I stirred in a cup of 
red wine, gave it a taste test 
and added salt and pepper.  I 
raised the heat, brought the 
liquid to a simmer and placed 
the browned shanks into the 
sauce along with whatever 
drippings had collected in the 
plate.  I placed the cover on 
askew, and let the meat cook at 
a slow simmer for three hours.  
Once I could see that the bone 
was clean and the meat was 
cooked through, I set it on the 
back of the stove to cool and to 
let the fl avors really blend to-
gether.  Before I put the cover 
back on, I took a fresh sprig of 
rosemary and submerged it in 
the sauce.  

Later that afternoon, I 
made a pot of Cheesy Polenta.  

I still had a CSA Butternut 
Squash in the fridge, so while 
the polenta cooked, I peeled it, 
cut it in half and removed the 
seeds.  I cut the squash into ¾ 
inch cubes and transferred 
them into an even layer in a 
glass baking dish.  I sprinkled 
the squash with a teaspoon of 
ground toasted fennel seed, a 
teaspoon of paprika and salt 
and pepper.  I then drizzled a 
teaspoon of Chestnut Honey 
and another tablespoon of ol-
ive oil over the mixture, gave 
it a good toss and then popped 
it in a 425 degree oven for 25 
minutes, turning once dur-
ing cooking time.  I chopped 
up the reserved rehydrated 
mushrooms and added them 
to the sauce along with a cup 
of frozen peas before heating 
up the Lamb Shanks.

That night I served each 
of us a shank over the po-
lenta with a smattering of the 
roasted squash and a dusting 
of chopped fresh parsley.  I 
strained the peas and mush-
rooms from the sauce and 
added that to the plate too.  The 
sauce itself was a little fatty 
from the lamb, so I placed the 
strained sauce in a separate 
container in the fridge over-
night.  The next morning, I 
removed the hard layer of fat.  
I had some polenta leftover 

and fried up a slab of that on 
Saturday night and served it 
with the braising sauce, some 
shredded lamb from one of the 
shanks and the leftover But-
ternut Squash.  Finally, on 
Sunday, I made a ragu from 
the rest of the sauce, shred-
ded lamb shank and vegeta-
bles and served it over fresh 
pasta.  The leftover pasta in 
sauce from that meal will be 
tonight’s dinner once I fry it 
up in some olive oil.  

     I love braising meats and 
creating a multitude of meals 
from one dish. In fact, from 
the four shanks I created eight 
meals total.  I only buy grass 
fed lamb from Lewis Waite 
Farm, so at $13.69 a pound 
(or $37 for all four shanks), 
it had better last. Typically, 
lamb shank will be anywhere 
from $5 to $7 a pound (for con-
ventional lamb) to $11 to $15 a 
pound for grass fed if you’re 
buying at Fairway, Whole 
Foods or your local butcher.  If 
you see grass fed lamb on sale, 
which I have seen for $5.99 
a pound, snap it up. This is 
one of those cuts of meat that 
needs a long, slow braise to 
bring out the sweetness of the 
meat.  And don’t forget to put 
the bones in your stock bag in 
the freezer.  

Get your cook on in 2016.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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The Third Annual Best of Doo Wop! at Lehman
Lehman Center for 

the Performing Arts 
presents the third an-
nual return of New 
York’s best Doo Wop 
concert Rock & Roll Is 
Here To Stay for an-
other night of oldies 
and fun featuring this 
timeless music’s lead-
ing singers and legend-
ary musical groups on 
Saturday, January 23, 
at 8 p.m. 

The all-star evening 
of fi nger-snappin’, foot-
tappin’, sing-along clas-
sic hits will include:

Charlie Thomas’ 
Drifters (“Under the 
Boardwalk”), The Plat-
ters (“My Prayer”), for-
mer lead singer of the 
Shirelles Shirley Alston 
Reeves (“Soldier Boy”), 
Chiffons (“One Fine 
Day”), The Coasters 
(“Charley Brown”), and 

the Beach Boys Tribute 
Band Good Vibrations 
(“I Get Around” and 
“Surfi n USA”). 

Hosted by Sal Ab-
batiello of Fever Records 
and radio personality 
Johnny Z. DJ Conchi 
who will be playing the 
classics throughout the 
night. 

Produced by Leh-
man Center for the Per-
forming Arts and Sal 
Abbatiello.

Doo Wop emerged 
from the streets of New 
York City and Phila-
delphia and rose as a 
unique African-Amer-
ican vocal style in the 
mid-1950’s. 

Doo Wop’s smooth 
harmonies spread to 
singing groups of other 
ethnicities, such as the 
Capris and The Bel-
monts. 

The term “doo wop” 
was taken from the ad-
lib syllables sung in 
harmony in these songs 
such as the plaintive 
“doo-wop” refrain fea-
tured in the bridge of 
The 5 Satins’ “In the 
Still of the Night”. “Doo 
Wop” and a range of 
“oldies” music are cele-
brated by musicians and 
audiences worldwide as 
distinctive American 
sounds.

Lehman Center for 
the Performing Arts is 
on the campus of Leh-
man College/CUNY at 
250 Bedford Park Boule-
vard West. 

Tickets for the Rock 
& Roll Is Here To Stay 
Concert are $55, $50, 
and $45 and can be pur-
chased by calling the 
Lehman Center box of-
fi ce at (718) 960-8833.

Charlie Thomas’ The Drifters..

Tickets can also be 
purchased  through 
the 24-hour online ac-

cess Lehman website 
at www.LehmanCenter.
org. 

Low-cost on-site 
parking is available for 
$5.

Volunteer. Be a Big Apple Greeter
As a Big Apple Greeter, I get to show visitors where I grew up in the 
Bronx - up by Fordham Road – and places I love – like around Yankee 
Stadium and Arthur Avenue, the real “Little Italy” with great 
restaurants.

My visitors get a true view of New York. I get to hang out with terrific 
people and show off my city. Best of all, it’s free!

Support Big Apple Greeter
Go to www.bigapplegreeter.org #TrueBigApple

Mathew Dallas
Big Apple Greeter

Bronx

SHOW 
THE WORLD

NEW YORK’S 

TRUE 
CHARACTER

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Monday at 4 pm for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JANUARY 1-7, 2016 41  BTR

Early distinguished engravers lived in Morrisania

An engraving by Henry Bryan Hall, Sr. of George Washington at age 30 at his home in Mount Vernon.

REPRINTED FROM 1/14/2010

Among the very early resi-
dents of Morrisania was the 
Hall family.  Henry Bryan Hall 
was born in London in 1808 
and moved to America in 1850 
with his eldest son and the fol-
lowing year he sent for the rest 
of the family and they settled 
in Morrisania.  He was a well-
known engraver and portrait 
artist who enjoyed painting 
miniatures on ivory but was 
best known for his engrav-
ings.  Among his early works 

produced in England was his 
portrait of Napoleon III and in 
America he became famous for 
his renderings of George Wash-
ington.  

When he settled in Morri-
sania, his reputation as a fi ne 

engraver followed him.  He had 
eight children, four sons and 
four daughters and three of the 
boys, Henry Jr., Charles and 
Alfred eventually went into the 
engraving business with him 
and they kept their offi ce at 22 

Park Place.  Henry Bryan Hall 
Junior’s works are often con-
fused with his father’s and it 
still creates problems for those 
who study art.  All four boys 
fought in the Civil War and Er-
nest, liking the military ser-
vice, enlisted again, this time 
in the Navy.  After being mus-
tered out, he went to law school 
and became a well-respected 
lawyer who defended many 
of the cases against the City 
of New York.  He was elected 
a judge of the City Court in 
1881. Two of the four daugh-
ters, Anne and Emily, married 
and the other two, Alice and 
Eliza, remained single.  Henry 
Jr. made good use of his Civil 
War experience by engraving 
scenes and important military 
fi gures from that war.  All Hall 
engravings and paintings are 
now quite valuable.  

An 1871 Morrisania direc-
tory lists four Halls from this 
family.  H. B. Hall (senior) is 
listed as an engraver living 
on the south side of George 
Street (now 166th Street) be-
tween Forest Avenue and Bos-
ton Road.  H. B. junior is also 
listed as an engraver living 
on the south side of 6th Street 
(168th Street) in the fi rst house 

west of Union Avenue.  His 
brother, Alfred, is listed as an 
engraver residing on the north 
side of Garden Street (143rd 
Street) in the sixth house west 
of College Avenue.  Ernest, the 
lawyer, resided at the south 
side of Spring Place in the fi rst 
house west of Boston Road and 
had his offi ce on the south side 
of Fifth Street (167th Street) 
near Washington Avenue.  He 
later also worked from his of-
fi ce at 64 William Street. He 
died from pneumonia at age 
76.  Many of the old street 
names have, of course, been 
changed.

Henry Bryan Hall Sr. was 
the most famous of the Hall 
engravers and he passed away 
at his Bronx home on April 
25, 1884.  He had been associ-
ated with the Putnam publish-
ing family and was especially 
noted for engraving impor-
tant participants in the Amer-
ican Revolution.  He died from 
blood poisoning after an ill-
ness of several weeks.  Most of 
his works are in private col-
lections but should you come 
across one in an art gallery or 
museum, remember that it was 
probably created right here in 
the Bronx. 
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Action

Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
It is now abundantly clear 

that President Obama and 
former Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton specifi cally 
chose not to use available as-
sets to counter the Septem-
ber 11, 2012 attack on the U.S. 
facility in Benghazi.  An in-
dependent organization ob-
tained the ‘smoking gun’ 
information as a result of a 
freedom of information law-
suit.

Judicial Watch has re-
leased a new Benghazi email 
from then-Department of De-
fense Chief of Staff Jeremy 
Bash to State Department 
leadership immediately of-
fering “forces that could 
move to Benghazi” during 
the terrorist attack on the 
U.S. Special Mission Com-
pound in Benghazi, Libya on 
September 11, 2012. 

In an email sent to top De-
partment of State offi cials, at 
7:19 p.m. ET, only hours after 
the attack had begun, Bash 
says, “we have identifi ed the 
forces that could move to 
Benghazi. They are spinning 
up as we speak.” The Obama 
administration redacted the 
details of the military forces 
available, oddly citing a 
Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) exemption that allows 
the withholding of “delibera-

tive process” information.
According to Judicial 

Watch, Bash’s email seems to 
directly contradict testimony 
given by then-Secretary of 
Defense Leon Panetta before 
the Senate Armed Services 
Committee in February 2013. 
Defending the Obama admin-
istration’s lack of military 
response to the nearly six-
hour-long attack on the U.S. 
Consulate in Benghazi Pa-
netta claimed that “time, dis-
tance, the lack of an adequate 
warning, events that moved 
very quickly on the ground 
prevented a more immediate 
response.”

The newly released email 
reads:

From: Bash, Jeremy CIV 
SD [REDACTED]

Sent: Tuesday, September 
11, 2012 7:19 PM

To: Sullivan, Jacob J; 
Sherman, Wendy R; Nides, 
Thomas R

Cc: Miller, James HON 
OSD POLICY; Wienefeld, 
James A ADM JSC VCJCS; 
Kelly, John LtGen SD; mar-
tin, dempsey [REDACTED]

Subject: Libya
State colleagues:
I just tried you on the 

phone but you were all in 
with S [apparent reference to 
then-Secretary of State Hil-
lary Clinton].

After consulting with 
General Dempsey, General 
Ham and the Joint Staff, we 
have identifi ed the forces 
that could move to Benghazi. 
They are spinning up as we 
speak. They include a [RE-
DACTED].

Assuming Principals 
agree to deploy these ele-
ments, we will ask State to 
procure the approval from 
host nation.      Please advise 
how you wish to convey that 
approval to us [REDACTED].

According to Judicial 
Watch, “The timing of the 
Bash email is particularly 
signifi cant based upontesti-
mony given to members of 
Congress by Gregory Hicks, 
Deputy Chief of Mission of 
the U.S. embassy in Tripoli 
at the time of the Benghazi 
terrorist attack. According 
to Hicks’ 2013 testimony, a 
show of force by the U.S. mili-
tary during the siege could 
have prevented much of the 
carnage. Said Hicks, “If we 
had been able to scramble 
a fi ghter or aircraft or two 

over Benghazi as quickly 
as possible after the attack 
commenced, I believe there 
would not have been a mor-
tar attack on the annex in the 
morning because I believe 
the Libyans would have split. 
They would have been scared 
to death that we would have 
gotten a laser on them and 
killed them.”

Judicial Watch has also re-
leased a new group of emails 
of former Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton connected to 
the Benghazi attack. Included 
is an email chain showing 
that Clinton slept late the 
Saturday after the Benghazi 
attack and missed a meeting 
that her staff had been try-
ing to set up about sensitive 
intelligence issues. 

The fact that President 
Obama and Secretary Clin-
ton abandoned Americans, 
then lied to the American 
public about the nature of 
the attack is evident.  What 
remains open to speculation 
is why.

In an interview con-
ducted on the Vernuccio/No-
vak radio program, Judicial 
Watch’s d irector of Research 
Chris Farrell discussed a 
signifi cant possibility. The 
Administration was, at the 
time, seeking to overthrow 
the regime of Syria’s dictator 

Bashar al-Assad.  
In an operation that was 

conducted not by the CIA 
but by the State Department 
itself, weapons were pro-
vided to terrorist-affiliated 
groups opposed to al-Assad. 
This was not without prec-
edent. Amateurish Obama/
Clinton policies that as-
sisted, encouraged, or fa-
vored moves such as the 
overthrow of Libya’s Muam-
mar Qaddafi or Egypt’s 
Hosni Mubarak yielded re-
sults that, perhaps inadver-
tently, were beneficial to 
organizations such as the 
Moslem Brotherhood.

The illegality of such ac-
tions is clear. 18 U.S. Code § 
2339B -- “Providing material 
support or resources to des-
ignated foreign terrorist or-
ganizations,” provides harsh 
penalties, including prison 
terms and even the death 
penalty for knowingly giv-
ing “material support or re-
sources” to terrorists.

Clearly, avoiding such 
penalties would be a signifi -
cant motivation for a cover-
up.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio 
broadcasts at amfm247.com, 
and visit our website at co-
mactainc.com. 

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
Welcome to 2016. Each year 

the merchant association has 
grown stronger. Trust and com-
munication has been growing 
and we are building a stronger 
community.

Many issues take time to 
resolve. But rest assure that 
we will not lose focus on them 
for one second. We will go head 
to head with any landlord or 
owner that does not respect our 
community and any tenant or 
renter who disrupts the quality 
of life and makes our commu-
nity unsafe.

We are stronger because we 

are united. We have many mer-
chants who do care about the 
community they serve and it 
is appreciated. We will be tak-
ing a strong stance this year 
about corporate stores getting 
involved in community activi-
ties.

We will focus our energy 
this year in supporting our al-
lies and helping them grow 
stronger too. We will welcome 
new restaurants this year and 
encourage and advocate for 
even more variety on Allerton. 
Especially encouraging more 
local residents to open their 
own shops.

We will target much needed 
repairs in our community and 
do a little remodeling as well. 
We will ensure all of our stores 
allow access and entrance for 
residents in wheel chairs.

We will compassionately 
end pan handling on our 
streets one person at a time. We 
will also aggressively target 
unemployment and under em-

ployment in our community. 
If you are un/underemployed. 
We want to know and we want 
to point you in the right direc-
tion.

We will also keep our lo-
cal traditions going. And add 
a few new ones, including our 
3rd anniversary celebration in 
March. Tickets will go on sale 
in January and more informa-
tion will follow.

Also we will make this 
year’s International Food Fes-
tival bigger and better than 
ever.

We thank you for your con-
tinued support. For those that 

have not done so yet... Join our 
Facebook page at Allerton In-
ternational Merchants. Tell 
your neighbors. It’s time to get 
engaged.

Our next meeting is Tues-
day,  January 5 at 7:30 p.m. at 
The Sanz, 815 Allerton Avenue.

On the agenda will be 2016 
plans and anniversary prep-
arations. Also a few special 
guest speakers may appear. 
And light refreshments will be 
served.

Any comments,  sugges-
tions, or concerns can be sent 
to allertonmerchants@gmail.
com.

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all.
With 2015 coming to a close, 

I want to wish everyone a very 
Happy, Healthy New Year.

Dues are due for 620 mem-
bers, SAL and Boosters. Non-
perishable food stuffs and 
clean, slightly used clothing 
is still being collected by this 
post. The clothing can be any 
size, men’s, women’s and kids. 
If the post is not opened, please 
leave items inside the gate at 
the Ericson entrance. Many 
thanks.

2015 Re-cap

We supported Boy’s State, 
collected worn, torn and soiled 
fl ags for retirement, held 
two BBQ’s at the VA Hospi-
tal, hosted a Christmas Party 
at the same VA. Supported 
the Veteran’s Day Parade, di-
rected vets with problems to 
get  the help they needed at 
the VA and other agencies. Re-
placed worn fl ags at the grave 
sites at St. Raymond’s Ceme-
tery and the Churchyard at St. 
Peter’s Church in the Square, 
write this Pulitzer prize-wor-

thy news column to keep the 
vets and the general public 
aware of the goings on with 
vet affairs.

None of the above is a 
chore.

I will be working the stick 
at the Pub on Friday, January 

1. Come on in and say Happy 
New Year. Take a chance on a 
Jack Daniels Gift Box, and oh 
yeah, have a drink.

I want to thank Joe Cusi-
mano, my triviologist for all 
his support this past year and 
thank Heather Tabatchnick of 
the Texas Roadhouse in New 
Rochelle for helping us out 
with the VA BBQ’s.

Take it easy with your 
drinking.

Trivia Time
Pocahontas saved John 

Smith on December 29, 1607.

On the same date in 1890, 
The Wounded Knee Massacre 
took place.

The USSR was established 
on December 30, 1922.

The USS Monitor sank on 
December 31, 1862.

December 31, 1879 saw the 
invention of the light bulb by 
Thomas Edison. Good thing 
too, because the fi rst ball drop 
in Times Square took place in 
December 31, 1907

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch 
and God bless.
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Did You Know?
That property owners and 
their insurance companies 
are responsible if you are 
injured by a dangerous
condition.

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
estar certificado se ofrece diario.
• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
• Electrocardiosram y filebotomia
• Auxiliar de Enfermeria
• �Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
• Assistimos en buscar trabajo

Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
Every course you need to be
certified is offered daily
• Home Health Aid
• EKG & Phlebotomy
•� CNA Course
•� Day and Evening Courses
• Experienced instructors
• Job assistance provided

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54
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“If we’re going to do a cup is half full, then 
definitely that our defense today was good 
enough to win this game.”
COACH JEFF NEUBAUER   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
You can’t keep Dayona Da-

vis out of the gym and once she 
gets there you have to kick her 
out. Every day. No days off.

“I remember a snow bliz-
zard,” the Truman sophomore 
guard said. “My mom was not 
letting me out the house. I had 
to sneak out [to Gauchos Gym]. 
I had to get some shots up.”

Mustangs girls’ basket-
ball John Burke said Davis, a 
shooting guard, is in the gym 
at 7:30 a.m. and will stay until 
7 p.m. after school. She can’t 
leave until she makes 400 to 
500 shots. Reps until her arms 
fall off she said. 

“She has me exhausted, but 
she’s worth it,” Burke said.

Davis’ work ethic com-
bined with her natural talent 
has allowed her a take a big 
step forward from her success-
ful fi rst season. She increased 
her strength in the offseason 
so she can be a better defender 
and score after contact on her 
was to the rim. Burke said she 
also added a fl oater and im-
proved her pull-up jumper. 

It is noticeable 
“She is always doing some-

thing to help the team out,” se-
nior center Brianna Alberga 
said. 

Davis, who plays her sum-
mer ball with the Gauchos, is 
averaging 20.6 points, 4.8 re-
bounds and 3.7 assists per con-
test for a Truman team that 
is off to a 7-3 start. She aver-
aged just 12.3 points a game as 
a freshman. Fully adjusting 
to the high school game took 
time and plenty of effort.

“It’s a lot of pressure,” Davis 
said. “I’ll tell you that. It’s just 
a transition. I thought I had to 

crow up over the summer.”
She dropped in 27 points to 

beat Midwood at home before 
Christmas and 19 in a loss to 
upstate power Ossining over 
the weekend. Davis is a serious 
threat from three, something 
that has college coaches start-
ing to take notice. Davis has 
already received letters from 
Fordham, DePaul, St. Joseph’s 
University, Monmouth Albany, 
Winthrop, Indiana and Old Do-
minion, among others.

Davis hasn’t gotten to this 
point by herself. She said 
she learned and has tried to 
mimic former Mustangs point 
guard Lisa Fields. Senior 
guard Aneisha Lyons taking 
over the fl oor general duties 
and averaging nearly eights 
assists a contest has also given 
Davis the freedom to score and 
fl ourish 

“It helps me out,” Lyons 
said. “I don’t have to do as 
much [in games].”

Her backcourt mate is do-
ing all she a can to improve 
and keep pushing her game 
to new heights. Davis isn’t 
caught up with the attention 
that is beginning. It’s just bas-
ketball and more basketball 
for here

Every day. No days off. 
“She loves to be in the 

gym,” Alberga said. “She is 
always playing ball. I don’t 
think anything else comes be-
fore that with her.” 

Dynamic 
Davis seeing 
fruits of her 

labor

Sophomore guard Dyona Davis has improved greatly from her fi rst varsity season.  Photo by Robert Cole

“She is always 
doing something to 
help the team out.”
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2015 ALL-BRONX

Best of Bronx football in 2015
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Cardinal Hayes’ historic run to 
CHSFL Class AAA fi nal highlighted 
another memorable year on the grid-
iron in The Bronx.

The Cardinals thrived amid high 
expectations and channeled the emo-
tions from the death of teammate Del-
ano Cowins to reach the school’s fi rst 
fi nal at the highest level. There is gave 
unbeaten Archbishop Stepinac its 
toughest game of the season. 

While 2016, may mark the beginning 
of a new chapter for Cardinal Hayes, it 
closes one for DeWitt Clinton. The Gov-
ernors beat rival Kennedy and reached 
the post season in coach Howard Lang-
ley’s fi nal year on the sidelines. 

Truman was able to celebrate its 
fi rst PSAL Bowl Conference crown 
since 2010 after a win over defending 
champion Franklin Roosevelt in the 
fi nal. Cardinal Spellman reached the 
CHSFL ‘A’ title game and Fordham 
Prep was one of the top teams in the 
leagues’ ‘AA’ division. 

It takes plenty of good players to ac-
complish all of that. Here was the ones 
deemed the tops in The Bronx: 

ALL-BRONX FOOTBALL PLAYER OF 
THE YEAR: JUSTIN COVINGTON, 

CARDINAL HAYES
Hayes has had plenty of star run-

ning back, but Covington made a 
strong case for the best of the bunch. 
The Villanova-commit’s fi ve touch-
downs and 273 yards against St. An-
thony’s in the semifi nal will be talked 
about for years to come. Covington ran 
for 1,612 yards and 24 touchdowns and 
had game of 100 yards or more. 

ALL-BRONX FOOTBALL COACH 
OF THE YEAR: C.J. O’NEIL, 

CARDINAL HAYES 
O’Neil turned in the best coach-

ing of job his career. He and his staff 
learn from its struggles a year ago, 
fi xed the problems and got the most 
out of talented roster. He also guided 
them through the death of a teammate. 
Hayes spent more time beating others 
than beating themselves to complete a 
10-year journey from the bottom of the 
CHSFL to its elite level.  

FIRST TEAM
RB/CB RORY ALLEN, 

FORDHAM PREP
Allen was the favorite and most 

reliable target for quarterback 
Matt Valecce. Whether the Rams 
needed a deep ball or a key fi rst 
down it was Allen who usually came 
through. The senior had 51 catches 
for 888 yards and 10 touchdowns.  

QB CHRISTIAN ANDERSON, 
CARDINAL HAYES 

The junior, who split time early, 

was the fi nal piece of an explosive of-
fense for the Cardinals. His mobility 
allowed him to keep plays alive and 
his strong arm kept teams honest de-
fending the running back. He threw 
for 1,933 yards and 19 touchdowns. 

QB P.J. FRANKLYN. KENNEDY 
Franklyn was the catalyst for the 

Knights’ offense whether it was with his 
legs or his arm. The senior carried the 
ball 93 times for 940 yards and 10 touch-
downs and also competed 43 passes 
for 534 yards and three more scores. 

DE YANNIE GUNTHROPE, 
DEWITT CLINTON 

The senior was the anchor of the 
Governors defensive line. Opposing 
quarterbacks feared the second-year 
player thanks to his team-leading six 
sacks. He also made 29 tackles and re-
covered a fumble

RB RAMON JEFFERSON, TRUMAN 
Truman rode Jefferson all the way 

to the PSAL Bowl Conference champi-
onship. The workhorse junior carried 
the ball 156 times for 1,671 yard and 23 
touchdowns. He also caught two scores, 
including one in the title game. 

 
CB/RB JARON JOHNSON, 

DEWITT CLINTON
The freshman made a big impact in 

his fi rst season and has a bright future 
in the Governors’ program. On de-
fense he made 37 tackles and collected 
a team-leading three interceptions. 
Johnson carried the ball 26 times for 
207 yards and a touchdown.

DE ABDOUL KOUYATE, 
CARDINAL HAYES

The 6-foot-3, 250-pound senior was a 
dominant force on the defensive line for 
the Cardinals. His athleticism helped 
shutdown opponents’ running games. 
Quarterbacks always needed to know 
where Kouyate was on the fi eld. 

RB/LB EDWARD NUNEZ, 
DEWITT CLINTON 

Nunez was the epitome of power 
football on both sides of the ball. The 
bruising runner posted 1,121 yards, 16 
touchdowns and nine 2-point conver-
sions on 126 carries. The senior, who 
also made 65 tackles, averaged 8.9 yards 
per carry. 

DB/WR TIMOTHY POINDEXTER, 
CARDINAL HAYES 

The hard-hitting Poindexter was 
the Cardinals’ most important de-
fensive players. The force of his tack-

les and closing speed in secondary 
set a tone for the entire unit. The se-
nior, who has Division I offers was the 
team’s unquestioned leader.  

QB MATT VALECCE, 
FORDHAM PREP 

There was no sophomore slump 
for Valecce, who is maturing into the 
city’s top quarterback. He completed 
60 percent of his passes for 2,416 yards 
and 27 touchdowns to just three inter-
ceptions to lead the Rams to the ‘AA’ 
semifi nals.

TE/DE LENWARD WILLIAMS, 
CARDINAL SPELLMAN

The two-way threat was a huge 
bright spot for the Pilots all season. 
The senior posted 475 yards of total 
offense and eight touchdowns to help 
Spellman reach the ‘A’ fi nal. Williams 
also made 67 tackles, including three 
sacks.  

HONORABLE MENTION 
OL Michael Booth, Cardinal Spellman  

OL/DL Richie Bermudez, Kennedy 

DT Matthew Conlon, Fordham Prep

LB Aiden Donnelly, Fordham Prep

TE/DL Dayvon Ford, Truman

WR/DB Donald Hickson, Lehman

LB/RB Andrew Howell, Christopher 
Columbus

DB/RB Jaron Johnson, DeWitt Clinton

WR Shameen Jones, Cardinal Hayes 

QB Danny Sanchez, Lehman 

QB/LB Teraun Simms-Brown, Mount 
St. Michael

RB/WR Anthony Williams, Kennedy

DB Zahir Wilson, Cardinal Hayes

QB DaShown Wilson Jr., DeWitt Clin-
ton

WR/RB Jaylin Young Christopher 
Columbus 

Cardinal Hayes running back Justin Coving-
ton (left) is the All-Bronx Player of the Year. 
His coach C.J. O’Neil (above) is the All-Bronx 
Coach of the Year.  Photos by Robert Cole
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BY DAVID RUSSELL
Expectations weren’t high for Ford-

ham University coming off a 10-win 
season after which Atlantic-10 Rookie 
of the Year, and last season’s leading 
scorer, Eric Paschall transferred to 
Villanova. It took just 11 games for 
that to change for this year’s group.

Under new head coach Jeff Neu-
bauer, the Rams won nine of their fi rst 
11 games, the best start for Fordham 
since the 1970-71 squad won its fi rst 12 
games under Digger Phelps. 

Fordham won’t head into confer-
ence play off a victory as it saw its 
nine-game winning streak snapped 
by a 64-55 loss to Boston College at the 
Barclays Center on Dec. 22. It remains 
to be seen if the overall fast start will 
continue against better competition. 

“If we’re going to do a cup is half 
full, then defi nitely that our defense 
today was good enough to win this 
game,” Neubauer said. “And I certainly 
take all of the blame for our offense not 
being very good, but defensively we’re 
ready to compete with this level team. 
I’ve got to get some things right on the 
offensive end.”

There’s a different feeling around 
the program, which has only pro-
duced one winning season since 1992. 
It started after Tom Pecora was fi red 
after fi ve seasons as coach and a 44-
106 record and Neubauer, who won 188 
games in 10 seasons at Eastern Ken-
tucky, was hired. 

The new coach hasn’t had trouble 
relating to the current rosters.  Ford-
ham’s tenacious defense has only al-
lowed 65 points in a game twice.

“We are more of a team,” Rhoomes 
said after a win over St. John’s. “We 
have a system. We play defense. It feels 

like a real good basketball team right 
now.”

Neubauer employs a lot of aggres-
sive pressing and trapping on defense. 
The Rams have also improved at the 
other end. 

Through 10 games, Fordham had 
the best shooting percentage in the 
Atlantic-10. The Rams have also con-
nected on 40 percent of their threes as 
opposed to 30.5 percent last season.

“He’s a done a phenomenal, phe-
nomenal job in a short time with that 
program,” said Boston College coach 
Jim Christian. “They play a very 
unique style of play that you have to be 
prepared for and it’s probably unlike 
anybody on your schedule.”

The Rams have a balanced attack, 
led by senior guard Mandell Thomas.
Rhoomes is leading the nation in fi eld 
goal percentage. Jon Severe and Chris 
Sengfelder are averaging double-digit 
points. Joseph Chartouny is tops on 
the team in assists. 

Thomas was part of three losing 
seasons, including a 7-24 campaign as 
a freshman. Although eight of the nine 
Fordham wins have come by 16 points 
or more, it was the close one which 
might be the biggest. 

The Rams pulled out a come from 
behind victory against LIU Brook-
lyn, which was the seventh win in the 
string of nine. It showed Fordham ex-
pects to win now. 

“I’m not really a person of too many 
words, so I don’t say too much but just 
stick together,” Thomas said after Ford-
ham beat the Blackbirds in overtime on 
December 8. “We’ve been in some situa-
tions like this before but I don’t know if 
we had been able to pull them out in pre-
vious years so this year is different.”

Senior guard Mandel Thomas is averaging 16.2 points per game and has Fordham off to a 9-2 
start.  Photo by Robert Cole

BY WINSTON DINKINS
Happy New Year! Velocity Track Club New York 

blessings continues throughout 2015 and we pray 
it continues in 2016. On Sunday, December 27, we 
competed in the Ocean Breeze Youth Holiday Jam 
at the New Ocean Breeze Track and Field Athletic 
Complex. The facility is a 135,000 square-foot, state-
of-the-art indoor track and fi eld facility in Ocean 
Breeze, Park Staten Island. This $112 million ath-
letic complex was funded by the City’s PlaNYC ini-
tiative, with construction managed in coordination 
with the New York City Department of Design and 
Construction (DDC). The facility will become a pre-
mier destination for athletic events, drawing com-
petitors from around the region. The elite-level hy-
draulically-banked competition track can convert 
from eight to six lanes and incline up to 4.5 feet. It 

would be wonderful to have a facility as such in the 
Bronx. 

The event had the 55 meters hurdles, 55 meter 
dash, 300 meter dash, 600 meter run, Mile Run, 4 x 200 
meter relay, High Jump, Long Jump, Shot Put and 
Triple Jump. Most of the top teams from throughout 
the tri-state area were there. Medals were given out 
to the top 3 athletes in their event, division & gen-
der. This was a championship type atmosphere and 
a prevail of what the USA Track & Field In-door Na-
tional Championship would be like, since it will be 
host at Ocean Breeze Track & Field Athletic Com-
plex this coming March of 2016.  

Since, Velocity is used to national championship 
meets, we was up for the task, all of our athletes ran 
well and we were able to muscle up 5 medals. 

Our top student athlete was Dontae Lindo, who 

won gold medal in the boys 9 & 10 age division 1 Mile 
Run and then came back to win Silver in the 600 me-
ter dash. Also, in the Boys 9 & 10 age division, Jor-
don Ingram took 2nd in the high jump. This is back 
to back silver medals for Jordon in the high jump. 
In the girls 13 & 14 age division, Danielle Jackson 
won a silver medal in the 300 dash. In the boys 15 & 
16 age division, Darius Gordon who is better known 
for his distance running, showed that he can sprint 
too. Darius took 3rd in the 300 meters dash. Great job 
athletes, you are ready for 2016!!!

Velocity Track Club New York is a 501C3 Non for 
profi t. 100% of your donation will go to help our chil-
dren. For additional information, you can go to our 
web site Velocitytrack.org or contact me, Coach Win-
ston Dinkins at (914) 441-6196 or email me at watclt@
aol.com. 

Velocity Track Club competes in Youth Holiday Jam

Director Joe DeSimone and Chief 
Jerry Demers invite all boys and girls 
to attend the Warrior Footbal Winter 
Program, which will be held at Lehman 
High School in January.

Participants will be divided by age 
groups. Those 10 to 13 years of age will 
come on Tuesdays, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
for eight sessions, starting January 12.

Those ages 6 to 9 will come on Thurs-

Registration begins for Warrior Football Winter Program
days, starting January 
14. There is no pre-regis-
tration required. Activi-
ties will include touch 
football, basketball, kick-

ball and dodgeball, as 
well as contests such as 
foul shooting and passing 
accuracy. This is a recre-
ational program, not an 

instructional program.
Each participant will 

receive a uniform T-shirt, 
as well as a trophy. For 
info call (718) 829-7574.

Fordham rides strong start into Atlantic-10



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JANUARY 1-7, 201654    BTR

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JANUARY 1-7, 2016 55  BTR

seem subtle, but they make a world of 
difference to the people of Hunts Point, 
said the assemblyman.

He added at the press conference 
that the location serves as a trans-
portation hub connecting residents to 
shopping and employment on either 
side of the overhead expressway, with 
the Hunts Point Industrial Business 
Zone nearby. 

Community Board 2 voted in sup-
port of the bevy of changes, which are 
part of the city’s Vision Zero initiative, 
an effort to reduce traffi c deaths and 
injuries, in 2015. 

In his remarks, CB2’s district man-
ager Rafael Salamanca recalled that 
a at Vision Zero town hall meeting, 
Hunts Point residents said that some-
thing needed to be done at the loca-
tion. 

“Today Bruckner Boulevard is 
much safer to cross than it was a 
year ago,” said Salamanca, who also 
thanked DOT for meeting with CB 2 
and taking their input.  

Judith Raphael, a member of the 

From page 1

Pedestrian safety improvements on Bruckner Boulevard
Hunts Point Advisory Board, said that 
the complex traffi c interchange, and 
its gridlock conditions, make it diffi -
cult for pedestrians  to cross. 

Traffi c conditions along Bruck-
ner Boulevard sometimes can feel so 
treacherous it can feel safer to take a 
bus across from the residential portion 
of the community east of the Bruck-
ner and the commercial area in Long-
wood, she said. 

She believes that DOT’s changes 
will help to slow down traffi c at the lo-
cation, she said.   

The improvements include new pe-
destrian crosswalk markings and curb 
extensions across the wide expanse of 
Bruckner Boulevard and Hunts Point 
Avenue; a new pedestrian safety island 
between the Sheridan Expressway on-
ramp near the same intersection; new 
slip lanes between the service and 
main roadways between East 156th 
Street and Leggett Avenue and Tif-
fany and Baretto streets; new pedes-
trian safety island and painted side-
walk extensions at Hunts Point and 
Garrison avenues; realigned and new 
crosswalks on Bruckner Boulevard at 

Lafayette Avenue and median enlarge-
ments along Bruckner Boulevard in 
Longwood and Hunts Point. 

The DOT began the improvements 

Polly Trottenberg, NYC Department of Transportation commissioner; Assemblyman Marcos 
Crespo; Rafael Salamanca, CB 2 district manager and representatives from both the Hunts 
Point Advisory Board and The Point Community Development Corporation celebrate the 
improvements for pedestrians and cyclists at Bruckner Boulevard and Hunts Point Avenue 
on Wednesday, December 23. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

From page 1

Lehman High School student nabbed for pulling fi re alarm

for supporting their father’s fi ght by 
providing him with ambulette trans-
port to receive treatment and installing 
ramps as well as widening their home’s 
doorways to accommodate his wheel-
chair.

A natural story teller, Connolly was 
also a well-known literary enthusiast 
who enjoyed reading works penned by 
O. Henry, Jack London and James Pat-
terson. In his spare time, Connolly also 
ran a website called ourpipedreams.
com which offered aspiring poets and 

authors an online platform to share 
their works.   His last Pipe Dreams col-
umn was published in the December 
18 to 24 edition of the Bronx Times, the 
week of his passing.

Though diagnosed with advanced 
stage four melanoma fi ve years ago, 
the ever determined Connolly defeated 
the cancer by seeking treatment at 
Montefi ore Einstein Center for Cancer 
Care. 

Connolly was waked on Sunday, 
December 27 at Schuyler Hill Funeral 
Home and a Mass at St. Frances de 

Chantal Church was held for him the 
next day. He was cremated at Wood-
lawn Crematory and will be laid to rest 
at Woodlawn Cemetery, according to 
his family. 

In lieu of fl owers, Connolly’s family 
asks donations instead be made to the 
Throggs Neck Benevolent Association 
to help others in their time of need.

Connolly is survived by his wife, 
Carol; their son, Sean and three daugh-
ters Erin, Jean and Judy, their seven 
granddaughters Mary Kate, Caitlin, 
Leila, Megan, Gabrielle, Theresa and 

Mallory and his siblings James, Gerry, 
Regina and Marilyn.

“My nickname is ‘coach’ and that be-
came possible all because of my dad,” 
said Sean, Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
girls JV basketball and Lady Hawks 
coach. 

“He taught me the values of being a 
coach and that respect is something you 
don’t get, you earn. Every time whether 
my team wins or loses, we always show 
respect to our opponents. I will always 
continue carrying on his values to keep 
his memory alive,” he added. 

in September. They were all completed 
in the fall, except for a bike path still 
to be installed under the Bruckner Ex-
pressway, according to DOT.

BTR ‘Pipe Dreams’ columnist Bob Connolly dead at 73
From page 2

cies and ensure student safety.
Additionally, the Lehman campus 

principals have been working closely 
with the FDNY, NYPD and the DOE’s 
offi ce of Safety and Youth Develop-
ment to address and prevent alarm 
incidents and ensure safety on and 
around the campus.

The DOE spokesman further stated 
the FDNY, NYPD and DOE are con-
tinuing to provide additional support 
to Lehman High School during this 
time.

New methods have been established 
by Vacca, the New York City Schools 
Chancellor’s Offi ce and local mer-
chants to help rectify the situation.

The councilman elaborated by say-
ing DOE has assured him new mea-
sures are being put in place to address 
concerns at Lehman Educational 

Campus which include installing fi re 
alarm tamper dye, a new cell phone 
policy for students to surrender their 
mobile devices upon entering school 
and retrieving them at the end of the 
day and re-evaluating the school’s 
fi re drill protocol by having half of 
the campus fi le into the football fi eld 
to have them re-enter the school in a 
much more time-effi cient manner.

Vacca added the school’s remain-
ing students would continue lining up 
outside of the school, but not past the 
White Castle.

Though pleased with some of the 
measures taken by DOE, the council-
man believes DOE should consider ap-
pointing one of the school campus’ six 
principals as a lead principal in light 
of recent events. 

Despite suggesting this to DOE, 
Vacca said the department does not 

presently intend to enact this concept.
“Last week’s arrest is signifi cant 

because it sends a message that the 

games are over and this type of be-
havior will not be tolerated,” said 
Vacca.

Police have been stationed outside of Lehman High School to keep a close eye on the school 
following incidents of false fi re alarms and fi ghts involving students occuring around 
Westchester Square. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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260 East 188th Street (at Valentine Ave)
Monday - Friday  3pm-9pm / Sat & Sun 10am-6pm

718.618.8365
470 East Fordham Rd (at Washington Ave)

Monday-Friday  3pm-7pm

718.960.3804
2021 Grand Concourse (at E. Burnside Ave)

Monday-Friday  3pm-8pm / Sat & Sun 10am-6pm

718.960.3805

Walk-In After Hours Medical Care for the Entire Family
  

� Quality walk-in medical care without an appointment.
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