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CITY ISLAND TEMPORARY 
BRIDGE CLOSES GAP

Residents bid farewell to old span

East River
Soundview
Ferry plans

Crowded fi eld prepares for council run

Ringing In The Holidays
Carina Medrano played bells in St. Raymond Elementary School’s annual 
Christmas show on Tuesday, December 15 and Wednesday, December 16.  
This year’s theme, It Adds Up to Christmas, focused on all of the different 
aspects of the holiday that make it a special time.       Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
City Islanders said a farewell 

to the island’s turn -of-the-20th-
century bridge. 

City Department of Trans-
portation commissioner Polly 
Trottenberg was joined by Sena-
tor Jeff Klein, Assemblyman 
Michael Benedetto, Councilman 
James Vacca, and members City 
Island Civic Association, and 
City Island Chamber of Com-
merce in a walk and ride over the 
bridge for one last time on Fri-
day, December 18. 

Trottenberg called the mo-
ment “bittersweet” and said that 
century old green structure had 
ably serviced the island. 

A temporary bridge, that was 
built next to the existing one, was 
put into service the same day. 

“Together, we look forward to 
returning to open a wider, state-

of-the art permanent bridge that 
will serve this beautiful, historic 
community for the next century,” 
she said. 

The temporary bridge is com-
prised of seven sections and is an-
chored by six piers in the water. 

Two fi retrucks weight-tested 
the prefab structure on Wednes-
day, December 16. 

When the new structure  is 
completed, it will be 17 feet wider 
than the older bridge, and will 
continue to serve as the only point 
of access to the island for pedestri-
ans, motorists and cyclists. 

At the ceremony, Klein and 
Benedetto applauded Trottenberg 
and the de Blasio administration 
for heeding the community’s ob-
jections to the original bridge de-
sign. 

The fi rst design, approved by 

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
The race for Maria del Carmen 

Arroyo’s newly vacant seat i, Dis-
trict 17 of NYC Council is getting 
hot.

A special election likely to 
take place in mid-Febuary will be 
crowded with candidates, includ-
ing Rafael Salamanca, district 
manager of Community Board 2 
and president of the 41st Precinct 
Community Council. 

Even though he has not offi -
cially announced his candidacy, 
Salamanca seems to be the one to 
beat. 

Dr. Ian Amritt, chairman of CB 
2 claims that the Bronx County 
Democratic Party will endorse 

Salamanca as their candidate. 
“The county will make their 

announcement later this week,” 
said Amritt “Ralph has gotten the 
support of many elected offi cials 
in the Bronx.” 

After having worked with Sal-
amanca for more than fi ve years, 
Amritt has faith in the candi-
date’s abilities. 

“I think his integrity will 
set him apart from politicans as 
usual. He is genuinely caring and 
I think he would undoubtedly 
make an outstanding council-
man,” said Amritt. 

Rev. Dr. Loren Russell, founder 
and president of the JLR Com-

BY JACKSON CHEN 
The city is planning to bring 

East River ferry service to Sound-
view residents with a route that 
would travel from Soundview to 
the Upper East Side and then onto 
to lower Manhattan’s Pier 11 near 
the foot of Wall Street.

The New York City Economic 
Development Corporation pro-
posed fi ve new ferry routes on the 
East River as part of their City-
wide Ferry Service project early 
this year.

The Soundview Ferry would 
travel from the Bronx to an ex-
isting East 90th Street Pier, then 
to a landing at East 62nd Street, 
before cruising down to Lower 
Manhattan’s Pier 11.

The Soundview route is ex-
pected to be complete in 2018 
along with a Lower East Side 
route from 34th Street to Pier 11, 
while Rockaway, south Brook-
lyn, and Astoria-based lines are 
planned for 2017, according to the 
agency.

All of these routes would have 
a $2.75 base fare, the agency said.

According to EDC, the full 
Soundview ferry trip would time 
in at approximately 43 minutes, 
roughly rivaling the amount of 
time for the subway, at between 
40 and 45 minutes.

As part of a $55 million ferry 
expansion project, the EDC will 
be constructing or upgrading 15 
landings. 

The agency said there’s mi-
nor construction and upgrades 
needed on the existing East 90th 
Street Pier, but the Soundview 
landing requires the construc-
tion of a pier. 

A fl oating barge will be at-
tached to the East River Espla-
nade at East 62nd Street to ac-
commodate service there. 

At each of the landings, such 
barges will have ticketing ma-
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A new program will help im-

prove air quality in the Bronx.
The New York City Department 

of Transportation recently an-
nounced the 500-truck milestone 
for the Hunts Point Clean Trucks 
Program, an initiative that has re-
sulted in signifi cant environmen-
tal benefi ts.

Since its launch in 2012, the 
program, which was funded pri-
marily through a Federal High-
way Administration Congestion 
Mitigation and Air Quality Im-
provement grant, has resulted in 
the replacement, retrofi t and re-
tirement of 500 older heavy-pol-
luting diesel trucks with 2010 and 
newer EPA emission compliant 
diesel-hybrid, compressed natu-
ral gas and diesel Class 3 to diesel 
Class 8 trucks.

The Hunts Point Clean Truck 
Program is on track to award 
nearly $15 million to fl eet ve-
hicles that either reside in or do 
business regularly within Hunts 
Point, which equates to an aver-
age rebate of $30,000 per truck, 
based on the size and age of the 
truck, as well as the type of tech-
nology chosen for the new replace-

Hunts Point trucks clean up their act

ment vehicle.
The truck program has signifi -

cantly helped reduce pollutants 
and greenhouse gas emissions, 
achieving the goal of minimizing 
the pollution generated by older 
diesel trucks, some more than two 
decades old.

The program was originally an 

outgrowth of the Hunts Point Vi-
sion Plan, which formed in 2003

The program aimed to address 
critical issues facing the penin-
sula, the origin or destination 
of 15,000 daily truck trips to the 
Hunts Point Food Distribution 
Center.

“These 500 new trucks are one 

Charles Ukegbu, DOT assistant commissioner, announced that 500 trucks have been retrofi tted to reduce pollution in Hunts Point. Photo courtesy of NYC DOT

more step towards a cleaner and 
greener Bronx, and are an impor-
tant part of the continued push to 
improve the environment and the 
health of Hunts Point and its resi-
dents,” said Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr.

“The (Hunts Point Clean 
Truck) program has addressed 

issues involving air pollution in 
an area and a borough that has 
among the highest rates of asthma 
in the country,” said Dr. Ian Am-
ritt, Community Board 2’s chair-
man for the last fi ve years. 

“It’s great to have the busi-
nesses in this area (Hunts Point) 
support this initiative,” he added.
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PRESENTS

SPECIAL GUEST DJ
CHRIS NAVATTA | NON-STOP ENTERTAINMENT

Give your valentine  
the gift of freestyle

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12 | STARTS 9PM
ENTRANCE $125 INDIVIDUAL

GROUPS OF 8 OR MORE DISCOUNTED RATES

FOUR COURSE SIT DOWN DINNER
UNLIMITED BEER AND HOUSE WINE

718-885-2570

PERFORMING LIVE

“It’s a ‘HIT.” No pun intended!” FOX TV

“It’s guaranteed to give you more laughs… 
This is actually funny!” DAILY NEWS

Forget a date, bring an alibi!

Friday, January 8th, 8pm
Interactive Comedy Murder Mystery Show 

with a 4-course Dinner, Unlimited Wine, 
Dancing and a Show!

$90 per ticket
To buy tickers, call 718-885-2570

or email scavellop@aol.com
*A small convenience fee will be charge to all tickets to cover  

the tax and service.
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the Bloomberg administra-
tion, was deemed too mod-
ern my many islanders and 
was fought vigorously.

The senator recalled the 

Temporary City Island bridge closes gap; residents bid farewell to old span

A cross section of the community with Polly Trottenberg, city DOT commissioner; Constance Moran, 
Bronx DOT commissioner; representatives from Congressman Joseph Crowley and Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr.; Senator Jeff Klein; Assemblyman Michael Benedetto and Councilman James Vacca 
during a last walk and ride across the now closed City Island Bridge on Friday, December 18. 
          Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

From page 1

A walk across the now closed bridge was arranged by DOT on Friday, December 18. For those who 
wanted or needed to ride, the City Island Chamber’s City Island Land Ferry shuttle was available. Com-
munity News Group / Patrick Rocchio

proposed design, which in-
cluded an 150-foot tall tower. 

“Now we have a bridge 
that we can call the type of 
bridge that City Island de-
serves,” the senator said. 

“We say a fond farewell to 
this bridge which is now  
part of history.” 

Benedetto likened the 
closing of the green-col-
ored cross-

Crowded fi eld prepares for upcoming District 17 special election
From page 1

Anthony Sanchez 
 Photo Courtesy of Anthony Sanchez

Dr. Rev. Loren Russell 
 Photo Courtesy of Dr. Rev. Loren 
Russell

pany, associate minister 
and Sunday school teacher 
at Goodwill Baptist Church 
and the Greater Universal 
Baptist Church,  and vice 
chairman of the Commu-
nity League of the Heights 
also has his eye on the seat. 

According to Russell the 
idea to run for city council 
came to him the week before 
Thanksgiving. “I learned 
to respect these hunches,” 
said Russell. “This came 
into my heart and into my 
mind and I spoke with a few 
friends who all thought it 
would be a great idea.”  

Russell calls del Car-
men Arroyo “a friend” and 
has worked with her in the 
past while she was on city 
council.  

If he were to win the cov-
eted seat,  Russell says he 
would focus on economic de-
velopment and education. 

“Our children need to 
come out of our educational 
system and be able to com-
pete with anyone in the 
world” he said. 

Russell founded ‘Back 
In Stride’ Ministry, which 
helps ex-offenders estab-
lish their own businesses 
and believes strongly in as-
sisting those released from 
prison to fi nd for a job. 

“You can’t ostracize peo-
ple forever,” said Russell “ 
That’s how people end up 
back in jail.” 

Of his campaign, Russell 
says he is currently in the 
process of putting together 
a ‘small army’  of people 
to take on what he calls a 
sprint of a race. 

“I have to catch up and 
then surpass” said Russell, 
“This is a hundred yard 
dash.” 

Another contender is 
community activist Julio 

Pabon, who ran for the seat 
in 2013 and consequently 
lost to Arroyo.

Pabon is co-founder of 
the South Bronx Congress 
as well as co-founder of the 
South Bronx Community 
Association.   

“The scariest thing 
is developers seeing the 
south Bronx as a gold mine. 
There’s a surge of people 
looking for homes in the 
Bronx, change is inevita-
ble, it’s going to happen, but 
when you get developers 
that don’t care at all about 
the community, that’s my 
concern,” said Pabon, “I 
would like to see developers 
appeal not only to the com-
munity board but also to 
the community via public 
forums.” 

However, according to 
Pabon, the biggest issue fac-
ing the council district is 
education. 

“I’m not in jail even 
though I grew up in poverty, 
and the reason I’m not a sta-
tistic is because I was able 
to stay in school,” he said. 

Human Resources Ad-
ministration director of 
business development An-
thony Sanchez, who says he 
has had a passion for help-
ing people his entire life, is 
also interested in the seat. 

“There are people liv-
ing their whole lives in 
the south Bronx, and now 
they are being displaced 
by gentrification,” said 
Sanchez. 

 Arroyo’s current chief 
of staff Joann Otero has an-
nounced that she will run 
for the position as she was 
already planning to run for 
the spot in 2017.  

The district director for 
Congressman Jose Serrano, 
Amanda Septimo, who 
at 24 would be the young-

est council member in the 
city if elected,  has also an-
nounced her candidacy. 

According to sources 
Kolaco Acqui, Helen Fore-
man-Hines, Israel Marti-

nez, and Audrey Dejesus 
are also in the running.

Councilmatic District 17 
includes Hunts Point,  Mott 
Haven, Melrose, and Long-
wood.
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Pawn Your Jewelry
Need instant cash but don’t want to sell it? Then PAWN IT!

Get Instant CASH NOW, then you can Re-buy it!
It’s a great option when you need CASH NOW!

Jewelry Sales

718.931.1932

t to sbut nt tash bbuunstanstant cacashnt ca ssellll it? ThNeeed inn ? Th WN IT!n PAWThen PThThtt don’t wanant N IT!utuututt don’t wat don
hen yant Ct CGGet Instan youu caGeGe en youyou u ca it!uy itn Re-buyan RRe buthhCASH WW, thOWWH NOWOWH NOWSHH

IIt’s a greattt IIIt’s a gr need CACAn W!WSH NOWASASHH NOWH NOWHn wht option yohen yyou you n whehen yhhen 

Can Trust!

WE SELL

SILVER
10 AND

100 OZ BARS

WE SELLSILVER10 AND100 OZ BARS
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Local artist Michael Mendel in his Riverside home. 
 Photo Courtesy of Michael Mendel

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Local watercolorist and award-

-winning graphic designer Mi-
chael Mendel remains relatively 
unknown, although if you’ve 
looked at an record album cover 
over the past 30 years, chances 
are you’ve seen his work. 

As a young boy in Berlin he re-
members his father coming back 
from a day of interrogation by the 
Gestapo, looking him in the eye 
and saying, “We need to get out of 
here.” 

So off he and his family went, 
in hopes of gaining access to 
America, the land of opportunity. 

However with so many people 
fl eeing Europe, the immigrant 
quota was fi lled and Mendel’s fam-
ily was forced to settle in Cuba for 
a few years before fi nally coming 
to the States in 1940.

As a young man Mendel earned 
a B.A. in art from the City College 
of New York, and was fortunate 
enough to have a friend tell him 
about an opening in the art depart-
ment at Columbia Records, where 
Mendel’s art career bloomed. 

He began designing the back 
of albums for little known singers 
and groups, and over time start-

Record cover designer captures life
ing designing front covers... then 
front covers for major artists. 

“I loved going to work,” said 
Mendel, who  designed covers for 
over 30 years. 

Filled with story after story 
of working with entertainers and 
coming up with ideas for albums, 
he enthusiastically reenacted a 
scene in which he and his co-

workers lit a piano on fi re and 
then photographed it for one espe-
cially dramatic cover. 

Some of the albums Mendel 
created were for artists such as 
Etta James, Tony Bennett, Gladys 
Knight, and the N.Y. Philhar-
monic. 

As the years went on Mendel 
opened his own graphic design 
studio and continued work on 
hundreds of album covers. 

Then he began to paint and 
photograph snippets of New York 
City life. 

When he sees something that 
resonates within him, Mendel 
takes a photograph of it to paint 
later. 

This way if the object or person 
moves, he can still paint the scene 
at his leisure. 

“There are no hidden mean-

ings or messages in my work,” 
said Mendel “What you see is 
what I saw.”

One painting that hangs in the 
artist’s living room is a scene of 
a pickup basketball game in the 
Bronx.  

The players, he explained, were 
not all on the court at the same 
time, however he photographed 
each of them as they played and 
then recreated the scene so that 
everyone was included in one 
piece as if everyone that stopped 
by during that day had been play-
ing in a game together. 

He turns a photograph into a 
creative painting, using his imag-
ination to fi ll in the gaps and cre-
ate a composite scene. 

Some of his work is more eye 
opening and straight forward, like 
his painting of a small boy sitting 
next to trash cans in a worn down 
neighborhood on the west side of 
Manhattan, a scene which Mendel 
recreated using a photograph he 
took years ago.

The artist now resides in Riv-
erdale, and even at 82, spends a 
majority of his time creating art. 

He has had exhibits along the 

East Coast since 2009 including a 
long standing show in the Hudson 
Valley, a place close to his heart.  

Mendel will have an exhibit at 

Hebrew Tabernacles in Hudson 
Heights from January through 
Febuary of this year, where 22 of 
his paintings will be on display.

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
A Torah recovered from Nazi- 

occupied Europe, dating back 
to the year 1880 has found a new 
home at Calvary Hospital. 

According to Jewish Law, the 
Torah is a living document, and 
when it has become so worn that 
it can no longer be used, it must be 
buried. 

However, Calvary, which spe-
cializes in end-of-life care, and 
whose philosophy states that “life 
continues on,” will bring this an-
cient script back to life rather 
than bury it.  

Torah 515 has an extremely 
historic and signifi cant mean-
ing to the community because of 
its resilience through one of the 
greatest injustices in human his-
tory - the script was stolen by the 
Nazis from a synagogue in the 
town of Taus-Domazlice which is 
in modern-day Czech Republic. 

It happened at a time when all 
Jewish ritual and sacred items 
were being looted or confi scated.

“This came out of the ashes 
of the Holocaust, and it is a light 
that will continue burning,” said 
Rabbi Rachmiel Rothberger, who 
is the Jewish community liaison 

Calvary Hospital restores 135-year-old Torah 

at Calvary Hospital. 
After enlisting the help of an 

expert Torah scribe to examine 
the script in 2014, it was found 
that while the damage was signifi -
cant, reparation for this 135- year 
old script was possible. 

The restoration is set to be a 
year-long endeavor, as it offi cally 
began in November of this year 
and is set to be completed by No-
vember of 2016. 

The parchment needs to be re-
paired as parts are uneven and 
worn. 

Most of the letters need to be 
re- written or re-blackened so they 
are legible. 

This work will be done slowly 
and with precision by expert 
scribes called sofers who are 
trained how to write and repair 
ancient scripts. 

To restore the Torah  the doc-

ument must be completely free 
of any blemish, meaning that all 
words must be complete, no let-
ters can be missing, and it must 
remain free of unwanted marks. 

The process to meet this goal is 
of course very intensive and time 
consuming due to the scrolls’ age 
and history. 

“When you look at it, it’s not 
just parchment,” says Rothberger, 
“There’s something about it, and 

it’s still literally alive.”
Torah 515 is one of 1,564 To-

rahs that were rescued by the Me-
morial Scrolls Trust in London at 
the end of World War II. 

The organization now lends out 
the scrolls to institutions, hospi-
tals and schools all over the world, 
and has permanently loaned this 
particular Torah to Calvary Hos-
pital. 

“The Trust [Memorial Scrolls 
Trust] wants them to really be 
used,” said Rothberger. “I look 
forward to restoring life to this sa-
cred scroll.”

Calvary Hospital has been 
working to establish the hospital’s 
commitment to Jewish patients 
and their families. 

The hospital now has three 
rabbis on staff, a kosher pantry, 
and has worked with Yeshiva 
University to educate people on 
the Orthodox Jewish community 
since 2012. 

On December 17, Calvary Hos-
pital hosted an event on ‘Hala-
chic End-of-life Care’ to educate 
community rabbis and leaders 
on the issues surrounding end-
of-life care in accordance with 
Jewish law.

Dr. Michael Brescia (l) witnesses the restoration of the sacred scroll. Rabbi Moshel Druin, from Sofer On Site, will restore the 
Torah. Photo Courtesy of Calvary Hospital
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Morris Park Community Association
hosts holiday party and tree lighting

On Saturday, December 12, the Morris Park Community Association hosted its Holiday Party at the Morris Park Community Association on 1824 Bronxdale Avenue. The party was 
attended by Senator Jeff Klein, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, Councilman Richie Torres and members of the Morris Park Community Association 
Neighborhood Patrol, as well as guests.

On Friday, December 18, the Morris Park Christmas Tree Lighting, hosted by the Morris Park Community Association, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, Assemblyman Michael Benedetto 
and Senator Jeff Klein, was held in Loreto Park, the fi rst tree ceremony in Morris Park. In addition to the tree lighting, there was a live musical performance, hot refreshments 
provided by the Morris Park Community Association and, of course, a special appearance by Santa Claus.

White Plains Road BID executive director Joe Thompson, Senator Jeff Klein, Assem-
blyman Mark Gjonaj and Senator Gustavo Rivera were among those who attended the 
holiday party. Photo by Walter Pofeld

(l-r) Earl Menard, Jr., Rich DiNapoli, Ostacio ‘Lefty’ Negron, Robert Cambria, Tommy Risi 
and Carmine Torchetti of the Morris Park Community Association Neighborhood Patrol 
were among those who attended the holiday party. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

St. Clare of Assisi School and P.S. 105 students sing Christmas carols during the tree 
lighting. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

(l-r) John Marano; Mike Rivadeneyra from Councilman James Vacca’s offi ce; Tom Lu-
cania, representing Borough President Ruben Diaz; Tommy Messina, representing 
Congressman Joseph Crowley; Santa; Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj; Senator Jeff Klein; Al 
D’Angelo; Tony Signorile and Assemblyman Michael Benedetto. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Motorists around Pelham Bay 

Park are being cautioned to watch 
for Bambi and her friends. 

A new variable message sign 
along Shore Road warns about 
deer crossings that have become 
more common in recent years, ac-

cording to City Island residents . 
Councilman James Vacca had 

written to the city Department of 
Transportation in November ask-
ing that they implement a deer 
corridor sign program in the 
park, which is the city’s largest 
green space, similar to type that 
was recently installed on Staten 
Island. 

Deer-warning sign delivers travelers’ alert
After receiving the request the 

DOT installed a sign, an electric 
one, that can be moved and can 
announce various messages. 

“This is more than just an 
eight and a half by 11 sign,” said 
Councilman. “I think it is very 
noticeable and it is very well 
placed on Shore Road right be-

tween City Island and Orchard 
Beach roads.” 

The councilman noted that the 
sign can be moved to other loca-
tions around the park if it should 
become necessary. 

“We are hoping that this cre-
ates an initial awareness, and 
then we take it from there,” the 
councilman said. 

The response from the local 
community was unanimous, he 
said, adding that his interest in 
having deer signage installed in 
the park piqued after a program 
installing new signage was begun 
on Staten Island recently to cope 
with its increased deer popula-
tion. 

It would stand to reason that 
there would be deer population in 
the park because areas around Or-
chard Beach and City Island roads 
are areas with lots of wildlife, he 
said 

“We have had several acci-
dents involving deer in Pelham 
Bay Park,” he said.

John Doyle, of City Island Civic 
Association, “We want permanent 
signs that are easy for people to 
see when they are entering (the 
area),” he said. 

Deer crossing signs are use-
ful to the area because they alert 
motorists who may not be famil-
iar with the area about road con-
ditions associated with deer, said 
Doyle. 

A DOT spokeswoman stated 
that the temporary sign was in-
stalled after learning of commu-
nity concerns and speaking with 
local stakeholders. 

This is more than just an eight and a 
half by 11 sign. I think it is very noticeable 
and it is very well placed on Shore Road 
right between City Island and Orchard 

Beach roads.
James Vacca

Councilman

The DOT has placed a variable electric message sign alerting motorists of deer in 
Pelham Bay Park. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Everyone was in the holiday 

spirit at a local special needs 
school.

On Tuesday, December 22, St. 
Joseph’s School for the Deaf held 
their annual Holiday Show, where 
students, as well as teachers, 
participated in holiday-related 
performances for parents, other 
students and other school faculty 
members.

The event, which was a collab-
orative effort between the school, 
the Bronx Rotary Club, and the 
Sons of Italy Uguaglianza Lodge 
#83, gave students at the school 
an opportunity to express them-
selves in a holiday-themed atmo-
sphere in front of their families, 
friends and loved ones.

The holiday show included po-
etry, song and story-telling perfor-
mances that were all performed in 
sign language by the students.

Various acts included ‘Jingle 
Bells’, ‘Chanukah, Oh Chanu-
kah’ and ‘How The Grinch Stole 
Christmas’.

The students in attendance, as 
well as the student performers, 
who were accompanied on stage 
by a Christmas elf, received a spe-

St. Joseph’s School for the Deaf hosts show
cial holiday surprise following 
the show - Santa Claus - who was 
waiting backstage with wrapped 
presents. 

After the performance, stu-
dents and their families formed a 
line to receive gifts from and take 
pictures with Santa Claus.

Once they saw Santa Claus 
come out from behind the cur-
tains, many of the students 
cheered, screamed and threw 
their hands up in excitement - ec-
static that they could share the 
experience with their Christmas 
idol.

“This is an event for the stu-
dents as well as their families - 
and it’s an event that we cherish 
and treasure primarily because 
these children are so impor-
tant to us,” said Lilyanna Pekic, 
membership chairwomen for the 
Bronx Rotary Club and the Sons 
of Italy, as well as the community 
liaison for Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj’s offi ce, who was also in-
volved in the funding and plan-
ning of the event. 

“During this time of year, a 
time of giving, children with spe-
cial needs are not given the atten-
tion that they need and deserve 

- and this event is a great way of 
giving back to these children that 
have such a big impact on so many 
lives and have overcome so many 
challenges,” she said.

“Seeing the looks on their (the 

student’s) faces during this show 
is a great feeling - and in real-
ity, it’s a gift to me to see them so 
happy,” Pekic added.

One of the event’s funders, the 
Uguaglianza Bronx Lodge 83, who 

donated the toys with the Bronx 
Rotary Club, is the oldest Sons of 
Italy lodge in New York state, hav-
ing been established in 1911.

 St. Joseph’s School for the Deaf 
was established in 1869.

Student performers, faculty and members of the Bronx Rotary Club and the Sons of Italy’s Uguaglianza Lodge #83 gather 
with Santa Claus following the show. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
It’s the end of an era at a long-time mom 

and pop grocery store.
Sweeney’s Deli, a neighborhood grocery 

store located at 3136 Miles Avenue, outside 
Edgewater Park, is beginning a new era af-
ter the store’s previous owners sold, after 
running the business for nearly four de-
cades.

The store, which is now called Sweeney’s 
Mini Mart, was purchased by Paul and 
Imelda ‘Mimi’ Sweeney in 1977, 11 years af-
ter the couple was married. 

They eventually expanded the market 
into the neighboring storefronts, previously 
occupied by a candy store, a produce store 
and a barbershop, while Paul continued to 
act as the owner of the grocery store.

Over the years, especially during the 
holiday seasons, the store was well stocked 
with a wide selection and variety of food 
items, such as bread, rolls, donuts, cakes, 
coffee and hot chocolate, to name a few. 

An iconic Leprechaun was one of the 
store’s eye-catching decorations. 

The store’s wall of candy was also very 
popular among regular customers, espe-
cially children.

“I was always excited to make those bags 
of candy when I younger,” said Alessandra 
Biagioni, Paul and Imelda’ granddaughter, 
who was in the store by age 3. 

She helped stock groceries on shelves 
while standing on top of a milk carton’ she 
recalled 

“There was a special homeyness feel-
ing to the stores - my grandparents always 
treated the customers like family and they 
always knew everybody’s name - just like 
Cheers. “They were certainly a staple in 
the community.”

The store also offered its own line of 
credit, which customers could pay off when 
they got paid.

As a result of the store’s increasing suc-

Sweeney’s Deli’s new 
ownership ends an era

cess, many local residents and families be-
gan depending and relying on Sweeney’s 
for their weekly and even daily shopping 
purchases.

After more than three and a half decades 
of operating the business, Paul retired and 
moved down to Florida, while Imelda con-
tinued to work as a store cashier and clerk. 

About a year and a half later, Imelda 
traveled to Florida and joined Paul in re-
tirement.

They sold the store to new owners in 
late October, who renovated the store and 
slightly changed the name from ‘Sweeney’s 
Deli’ to ‘Sweeney’s Mini Mart’, preserving 
the family name to show respect to the pre-
vious owners.

“It’s bittersweet,” said Cathy DeLuca, an 
employee of Sweeney’s for the last two and 
a half years. “Paul and Imelda were a very 
important part of the neighborhood with 
their business and everybody knew who 
they were - so it’s sad to see them leave af-
ter such a long, successful history but I am 
proud of everything they accomplished and 
their retirement is well deserved.”

“In addition - I wish the new owners the 
very best of luck, of course,” Cathy added.

“This was a neighborhood-based gro-
cery store that I believe all customers took 
a liking to because we treated every cus-
tomer like family - and they were,” said 
Paul Sweeney. “I feel privileged to have 
been a part of a business that was so special 
and brought everybody in the neighbor-
hood together.”

“When customers were in the store, it 
felt like a family gathering -especially dur-
ing the holidays,” said Mimi. “I miss the 
store, I miss the neighborhood, I miss the 
customers - but we are certainly thankful 
for every connection we made and we wish 
the new owners all the best in success.”

The new owners of the store did not want 
to be included in the article.

Everybody knows Jack McElroy, employee and 
former Sweeney’s manager for many years, and 
Jack knows everybody. Photo by Patricia Biagioni

Neighborhood staple Sweeney’s Deli, located on 
3136 Miles Avenue, was renamed Sweeney’s Mini 
Mart after new ownership took over in late Octo-
ber. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

Brandon Muccino, P.S. 83 principal; Connie Calabrese, P.S. 83 staff member; Joe Thompson, 49th Pre-
cinct Community Council president; Joe McManus; 49th Precinct Community Affairs Offi cer David Lep-
ore and children at P.S. 83 with some of the food collected at the school. P.S. 83 was one of several 
schools participating in the drive. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 49th Precinct, working with the 

community, collected thousands of pounds 
of food for needy families in time for the 
Christmas holiday again this year. 

The precinct’s community council and 
its offi cers teamed with local schools, or-
ganizations and individuals to collect al-
most ninr tons of food for two neighbor-
hood food pantries in the precinct service 
area. 

The annual food drive has gone on for 
about a decade. 

More food was collected this year than 
last year, said Joe Thompson, president 
of the 49th Precinct Community Council 
as food was picked up at P.S. 83 in Morris 
Park, which is typically the largest donor 
in the annual drive. 

“The food that we collect in the 49th 
Precinct area, we give to the people in 
the (area) – so it is like we are giving to 
a neighbor, said Thompson, adding “My 
greatest feeling is when I see the dedica-
tion on the kids’ faces, and the joy they get 
out of giving.” 

Students and their families at P.S. 83, 
P.S. 105, P.S. 108, P.S. 481 Madeline Proven-
zano School and P.S./M.S. 498 Van Nest 
Academy donated food earmarked for the 
Bronx Jewish Community Council food 
pantry in the Pelham Parkway commu-
nity, said Thompson. 

In addition, Cub Scout Troop 162 col-
lected 1,600 pounds of food in front of Big 
Deal Supermarket at 1018 Morris Park Av-
enue that will go to feed the hungry at the 
St. Lucy Church Food Pantry in Allerton, 
he said. 

The food is very much needed, espe-
cially during the Christmas holiday, said 
David Edlestein, BJCC food pantry direc-
tor. 

It ensures that everyone who comes to 
the pantry goes home with enough food, he 
said. 

“It is such a huge donation coming 

49th Precinct Food 
Drive A Success

right before the Christmas holiday when 
so many people have family gatherings 
and when people living alone don’t have 
the ability to celebrate as they would like 
to,” said Edlestein. “Receiving this huge 
amount of wonderful food allows us to be 
generous to the people who come to our 
pantry.” 

Forty-ninth Precinct offi cers trans-
ported the food from the collection points 
to the recipient organizations.

“I think it is incredible, the amount of 
support that we have received from all of 
the schools,” 49th Precinct Community Af-
fairs offi cer David Lepore said. “To see the 
amount of food we collected was quite im-
pressive.” 

The police were assisted in their efforts 
by student volunteers, like those in P.S. 
83’s Community Service Club  and the Stu-
dent Council, under the guidance of school 
secretary Connie Calabrese and teacher 
Elena Canneto respectively.

The school turned the food drive into a 
competition, said Brandon Muccino, P.S. 
83 principal. 

Also helping transport the food from 
P.S. 83 to the pantry on the pickup day, 
Tuesday, December 22, was community 
leader Joseph McManus. 

In addition to the schools, Kings Harbor 
Multicare Center at 2000 E. Gun Hill Road 
and Maestro Caterers at 1703 Bronxdale 
Avenue both donated turkeys for the holi-
day season, said Thompson. 

The turkeys will go to senior programs 
at New York City Housing Authority devel-
opments at Eastchester Gardens, Parkside 
Houses, and Pelham Parkway Houses, as 
well as Centerlight, said Thompson.  

An anonymous donor contributed 
$1,000 for the purchase of gift cards for the 
food that Thompson distributed, the pre-
cinct council president said. 

In addition, the anonymous benefactor 
treated the offi cers at the 49th Precinct to 
a holiday meal, he added.
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS 
The taste of this victory 

was sweet — and boozy!
Hundreds of tasters 

from across the fi ve bor-
oughs gathered inside 
Brooklyn Borough Hall on 
Friday night to sip coquito 
— an eggnog-esque Puerto 
Rican holiday drink — and 
crown the tastiest cup in 
the entire city. 

The reigning queen said 
she was pleased as punch 
when her brew came out on 
top.

“I got so emotional,” said 
Bronx resident Rosemary 
Colon, who got a huge tro-
phy and a hug from Brook-
lyn Borough President Eric 

Bronxite wins citywide coquito contest
Adams as she was named 
winner of the 12th annual 
Coquito Masters competi-
tion. “Tears came out, I’m 
so happy.”

Colon learned the craft 
of great coquito — tradi-
tionally made with rum, 
coconut milk, cinnamon, 
and nutmeg — from watch-
ing her mother and grand-
mother, and has been stir-
ring up her own special 
concoction for two years.

But she never thought 
her homemade mix would 
hold up in a panel until 
she entered one of the com-
petition’s seven qualify-
ing rounds on a whim and 
won — and found herself 

up against the other win-
ners in the Borough Hall 
rotunda.

The qualifying rounds 
kicked off on November 6 
and spanned the boroughs 
of Manhattan, Brook-
lyn, and the Bronx. Kings 
County hosted the fi nal 
showdown for the fi rst time 
this year.

Many of the ingredients 
stay a classic constant for 
coquito makers, but some 
of the masters threw in 
their own secret ingredi-
ents. 

Colon wouldn’t share 
her special recipe, but was 
willing to dish on her pro-
cess — you have to make it 

The participants in the contest with Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams and some tasty mixtures 
of coquito. Photo by Louise Wateridge

From page 1

New York City EDC plans East River Soundview Ferry
chines, waiting areas, and 
glass wind screens.

The ferry service will 
receive an operating sub-
sidy from the city, though 
the agency said the details 
of that subsidy will not be 
fi nalized until an operator 
is chosen. 

An EDC spokesperson 
said the per trip subsidy 
could fall anywhere in the 
range between the current 
subsidy for bus rides of 
$2.20 a trip and the subsidy 
provided to Long Island 
railroad trips, at $7.85 per 
passenger.

Satisfi ed with the suc-
cess of that East River 
Ferry pilot program that 
began in 2011, the EDC de-
cided to study additional 
ferry routes. 

The agency is currently 
in the process of commu-
nity outreach for the ferry 
expansion project and 
visited Manhattan Com-
munity Board 8’s trans-
portation committee on 
November 2.

Manhattan Community 
Board 8 chair James Cly-
nes said he was in favor of 
another commuting option 
for the neighborhood, point-
ing out that the East River 
was being underutilized by 
East Side residents.

“We seem to be an is-
land without ferries,” Cly-
nes said. “We defi nitely 
need a ferry service and we 
welcome it.”

He recalled that the cur-

rently idle East 90th Street 
Pier used to run a ferry up 
to Yankee Stadium during 
the baseball season and 
also served another route 
that traveled straight to 
Wall Street. Ultimately, the 
lines fell out of favor be-
cause of low ridership, Cly-
nes said.

With ferries being re-
introduced, he said, the 
agency is “sitting on a gold 
mine” with the opportu-
nity to reinstate Yankee 
Stadium service, as well

According to the EDC’s 
2013 study of proposed city-
wide ferry service, the East 
90th and East 62nd Street 

landings were good loca-
tions because of the nearby 
population density, limited 
transit options, and travel 
habits.

Proponents of city-
wide ferry service, like 
the Waterfront Alliance’s 
president and CEO Roland 
Lewis, said that using the 

alternative ‘blue highway’ 
has a host of benefi ts.

Lewis, whose organiza-
tion advocates for more fer-
ries, said the citywide ser-
vice wouldn’t be a cure for 
the current overcrowded 
transit options, but that it 
would alleviate some of the 
pressure.

While the agency is fo-
cused on pushing through 
the current route propos-
als, it indicated there could 
be future opportunities 
to add other landing loca-
tions. 

For now, the agency is 
in the process of selecting 
an operator by early 2016.

Passenger ferries, like this one, should soon link Soundview and the borough to Manhattan’s East Side and Wall Street. courtesy of NY Waterways

with love, while accompa-
nied by Puerto Rican mu-

sic, she said.
“That really helps me 

and gives me the spirit to 
do it even better,” she said.
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NO ONE WAKES UP IN THE MORNING 
EXPECTING TO BE THE VICTIM OF A 

But if the unthinkable happens, Crime Victims Support Services of the North Bronx 
is here to help innocent victims of crime and abuse and help their families 

rebuild their lives and move forward.
 

Our services include, but are not limited to:
Assistance fi ling state compensation claims, case follow-up, domestic violence advocacy, 

homicide support group, fi nancial assistance with funeral costs, emergency lock
replacement and crisis counseling.

If you are the victim of a crime, contact us at Crime Victims Support Services of
the North Bronx, so you don’t have to go through it alone.

We can help you navigate the criminal justice system to get the help you need.

All of our services are free and confi dential.
Call for Information:  (718) 823-4925

HELPING
CRIME

VICTIMS

C V S S 


	27.bronx.p01
	27.bronx.p02
	27.bronx.p03
	27.bronx.p04
	27.bronx.p05
	27.bronx.p06
	27.bronx.p07
	27.bronx.p08
	27.bronx.p09
	27.bronx.p10
	27.bronx.p11
	27.bronx.p12

