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City Islanders bid farewell to old span

Ringing In The Holidays

TEMP BRIDGE
CLOSES GAP

Crowded fi eld prepares for council run
Continued on Page 67

Continued on Page 67

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
City Islanders said a fare-

well to the island’s turn -of-
the-20th-century bridge. 

City Department of Trans-
portation commissioner Polly 
Trottenberg was joined by 
Senator Jeff Klein, Assem-
blyman Michael Benedetto, 
Councilman James Vacca, and 
members City Island Civic As-
sociation, and City Island 
Chamber of Commerce in a 
walk and ride over the bridge 
for one last time on Friday, De-
cember 18. 

Trottenberg called the mo-
ment “bittersweet” and said 
that century old green struc-
ture had ably serviced the is-
land. 

A temporary bridge, that 
was built next to the existing 

one, was put into service the 
same day. 

“Together, we look for-
ward to returning to open a 
wider, state-of-the art perma-
nent bridge that will serve 
this beautiful, historic com-
munity for the next century,” 
she said. 

The temporary bridge is 
comprised of seven sections 
and is anchored by six piers in 
the water. 

Two fi retrucks weight-
tested the prefab structure on 
Wednesday, December 16. 

When the new structure  
is completed, it will be 17 feet 
wider than the older bridge, 
and will continue to serve as 
the only point of access to the 
island for pedestrians, motor-
ists and cyclists. 

At the ceremony, Klein and 
Benedetto applauded Trot-
tenberg and the de Blasio ad-
ministration for heeding the 
community’s objections to the 
original bridge design. 

The fi rst design, approved 
by the Bloomberg administra-
tion, was deemed too modern 
my many islanders and was 
fought vigorously.

The senator recalled the 
proposed design, which in-
cluded an 150-foot tall tower. 

“Now we have a bridge that 
we can call the type of bridge 
that City Island deserves,” the 
senator said. “We say a fond 
farewell to this bridge which 
is now  part of history.” 

Benedetto likened the clos-
ing of the green-colored cross-

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
The race for Maria del Car-

men Arroyo’s newly vacant 
seat, District 17 of NYC Coun-
cil, is getting hot.

A special election likely to 
take place in mid-Febuary will 
be crowded with candidates, 
including Rafael Salamanca, 
district manager of Commu-
nity Board 2 and president of 
the 41st Precinct Community 
Council. 

Even though he has not of-
fi cially announced his candi-
dacy, Salamanca seems to be 
the one to beat. 

Dr. Ian Amritt, chairman 
of CB 2 claims that the Bronx 

County Democratic Party will 
endorse Salamanca as their 
candidate. 

“The county will make 
their announcement later this 
week,” said Amritt “Ralph has 
gotten the support of many 
elected offi cials in the Bronx.” 

After having worked with 
Salamanca for more than fi ve 
years, Amritt has faith in the 
candidate’s abilities. 

“I think his integrity will 
set him apart from politicans 
as usual. He is genuinely car-
ing and I think he would un-
doubtedly make an outstand-
ing councilman,” said Amritt. 

Rev. Dr. Loren Russell, 

founder and president of the 
JLR Company, associate 
minister and Sunday school 
teacher at Goodwill Baptist 
Church and the Greater Uni-
versal Baptist Church,  and 
vice chairman of the Com-
munity League of the Heights 
also has his eye on the seat. 

According to Russell the 
idea to run for city council 
came to him the week before 
Thanksgiving. “I learned to 
respect these hunches,” said 
Russell. “This came into my 
heart and into my mind and I 
spoke with a few friends who 

Carina Medrano played bells in St. Raymond Elementary School’s 
annual Christmas show on Tuesday, December 15 and Wednesday, 
December 16.  This year’s theme, It Adds Up to Christmas, focused 
on all of the different aspects of the holiday that make it a special 
time.                 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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LET US CATER YOUR NEXT...

ROASTED
TURKEYS

12-16 Lbs.
18-22 Lbs.
24-28 Lbs.
30-36 Lbs.

SIDES
Stuffi ng w/Sausage
Roasted Potatoes
Sweet Potatoes w/Marshmallows
String Bean Almadine
Fresh Cranberry Sauce
Turkey Gravy

WE ALSO HAVE
Sliced Pork w/Gravy
Sliced Roast Beef w/Gravy
Lasagna & Eggplant Parm

PLUS A FULL LINE OF PIES
PLACE YOUR ORDER EARLY

Pork Roast
Roast Beef
Homemade Sausage
Braciola

Steaks
Burgers
Chops

Every Thursday is Thanksgiving At Barino’s. Come See Our Selection And Pick Up Your Holiday Menu.

718.828.9200
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TRY OUR
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Sheepshead Bay 
Brooklyn, NY

Lake Success  
New Hyde Park, NY

Fordham Place 
Bronx, NY

Queens Place 
Elmhurst, NY

Melville Mall 
Melville, NY

Essex Green  
West Orange, NJ

*Free item must be of equal or lesser value; excludes Sunglass Hut and Furs. Extra savings ends 12/27/15. For all the backstage buzz, go to macysbackstage.com

the outlet store

THE FUN BEGINS SATURDAY AT 7AM!

SATURDAY & SUNDAY ONLY
AFTER CHRISTMAS

INCREDIBLE ONCE-A-YEAR SAVINGS  
ON EVERY ITEM ALREADY REDUCED!

*

ALL CLEARANCE

LOOK FOR 
THE YELLOW 

TAGS
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BY JACKSON CHEN 
The city is planning to 

bring East River ferry ser-
vice to Soundview residents 
with a route that would travel 
from Soundview to the Up-
per East Side and then onto 
to lower Manhattan’s Pier 11 
near the foot of Wall Street.

The New York City Eco-
nomic Development Corpora-
tion proposed fi ve new ferry 
routes on the East River as 
part of their Citywide Ferry 
Service project early this 
year.

The Soundview Ferry 
would travel from the Bronx 
to an existing East 90th 
Street Pier, then to a landing 
at East 62nd Street, before 
cruising down to Lower Man-
hattan’s Pier 11.

The Soundview route is ex-
pected to be complete in 2018 
along with a Lower East Side 
route from 34th Street to Pier 
11, while Rockaway, south 
Brooklyn, and Astoria-based 
lines are planned for 2017, ac-
cording to the agency.

All of these routes would 
have a $2.75 base fare, the 
agency said.

According to EDC, the full 

NYCEDC plans East River Soundview Ferry

Passenger ferries, like this one, should soon link Soundview and the borough to Manhattan’s East Side and Wall 
Street. courtesy of NY Waterways

Soundview ferry trip would 
time in at approximately 43 
minutes, roughly rivaling 
the amount of time for the 
subway, at between 40 and 45 
minutes.

As part of a $55 million 
ferry expansion project, the 
EDC will be constructing or 
upgrading 15 landings. 

The agency said there’s 
minor construction and up-

grades needed on the existing 
East 90th Street Pier, but the 
Soundview landing requires 
the construction of a pier. 

A fl oating barge will be at-
tached to the East River Es-
planade at East 62nd Street to 
accommodate service there. 

At each of the landings, 
such barges will have ticket-
ing machines, waiting areas, 
and glass wind screens.

The ferry service will re-
ceive an operating subsidy 
from the city, though the 
agency said the details of 
that subsidy will not be fi nal-
ized until an operator is cho-
sen. 

An EDC spokesperson said 
the per trip subsidy could fall 
anywhere in the range be-
tween the current subsidy for 
bus rides of $2.20 a trip and 

the subsidy provided to Long 
Island railroad trips, at $7.85 
per passenger.

Satisfi ed with the success 
of that East River Ferry pilot 
program that began in 2011, 
the EDC decided to study ad-
ditional ferry routes. 

The agency is currently 
in the process of community 
outreach for the ferry expan-
sion project and visited Man-
hattan Community Board 8’s 
transportation committee on 
November 2.

Manhattan Community 
Board 8 chair James Clynes 
said he was in favor of an-
other commuting option for 
the neighborhood, pointing 
out that the East River was 
being underutilized by East 
Side residents.

“We seem to be an island 
without ferries,” Clynes said. 
“We defi nitely need a ferry 
service and we welcome it.”

He recalled that the cur-
rently idle East 90th Street 
Pier used to run a ferry up 
to Yankee Stadium during 
the baseball season and also 
served another route that 

Continued on page 42
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1001 CITTY ISLANDD AVEENUE | BBRROONNNXXX, NNYY 11000446644 || TTEELLEEPPHHHOONNEE:: 334477--668800--338865 | EMAAIL: SCCAVEELLOPP@AOOOL.COM

PRESENTS

SPECIAL GUEST DJ
CHRIS NAVATTA | NON-STOP ENTERTAINMENT

Give your valentine  
the gift of freestyle

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12 | STARTS 9PM
ENTRANCE $125 INDIVIDUAL

GROUPS OF 8 OR MORE DISCOUNTED RATES

FOUR COURSE SIT DOWN DINNER
UNLIMITED BEER AND HOUSE WINE

718-885-2570

PERFORMING LIVE

“It’s a ‘HIT.” No pun intended!” FOX TV

“It’s guaranteed to give you more laughs… 
This is actually funny!” DAILY NEWS

Forget a date, bring an alibi!

Friday, January 8th, 8pm
Interactive Comedy Murder Mystery Show 

with a 4-course Dinner, Unlimited Wine, 
Dancing and a Show!

$90 per ticket
To buy tickers, call 718-885-2570

or email scavellop@aol.com
*A small convenience fee will be charge to all tickets to cover  

the tax and service.
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A new program will help 

improve air quality in the 
Bronx.

The New York City De-
partment of Transporta-
tion recently announced the 
500-truck milestone for the 
Hunts Point Clean Trucks 
Program, an initiative that 
has resulted in signifi cant en-
vironmental benefi ts.

Since its launch in 2012, the 
program, which was funded 
primarily through a Federal 
Highway Administration Con-
gestion Mitigation and Air 
Quality Improvement grant, 
has resulted in the replace-
ment, retrofi t and retirement 
of 500 older heavy-polluting 
diesel trucks with 2010 and 
newer EPA emission compli-
ant diesel-hybrid, compressed 
natural gas and diesel Class 3 
to diesel Class 8 trucks.

The Hunts Point Clean 
Truck Program is on track to 
award nearly $15 million to 
fl eet vehicles that either reside 
in or do business regularly 
within Hunts Point, which 
equates to an average rebate 
of $30,000 per truck, based on 
the size and age of the truck, 

Hunts Point trucks clean up their act

as well as the type of technol-
ogy chosen for the new re-
placement vehicle.

The truck program has 
signifi cantly helped reduce 
pollutants and greenhouse 
gas emissions, achieving the 
goal of minimizing the pollu-
tion generated by older diesel 
trucks, some more than two 
decades old.

The program was origi-
nally an outgrowth of the 
Hunts Point Vision Plan, 
which formed in 2003

The program aimed to ad-
dress critical issues facing the 
peninsula, the origin or des-
tination of 15,000 daily truck 
trips to the Hunts Point Food 
Distribution Center.

“These 500 new trucks 

are one more step towards a 
cleaner and greener Bronx, 
and are an important part 
of the continued push to im-
prove the environment and 
the health of Hunts Point and 
its residents,” said Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr.

“The (Hunts Point Clean 
Truck) program has addressed 
issues involving air pollution 

in an area and a borough that 
has among the highest rates of 
asthma in the country,” said 
Dr. Ian Amritt, Community 
Board 2’s chairman for the 
last fi ve years. 

“It’s great to have the busi-
nesses in this area (Hunts 
Point) support this initiative,” 
he added.

Charles Ukegbu, DOT assistant commissioner, announced that 500 trucks have been retrofi tted to reduce pollution in Hunts Point. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC DOT
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January 9, 2016
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

Kingsbridge Armory
10 West 195th St.
Bronx, NY 10468

Corner of Reservoir St.

All foam must bear the
 

 symbol. (no foam peanuts)

In Partnership with PS, Recycle It!, NYC Council Member 

Fernando Cabrera 
Proudly Announces

FREE Styrofoam Collection Drop-Off Event
Did you receive holiday gifts packaged in foam? Do you have foam cups and containers in your house?

Bring your package foam, foam cups & containers to a 
FREE styrofoam collection drop-off event

Local artist Michael Mendel in his Riverside home. 
 Photo Courtesy of Michael Mendel

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Local watercolorist and 

award--winning graphic de-
signer Michael Mendel re-
mains relatively unknown, 
although if you’ve looked at 
an record album cover over 
the past 30 years, chances are 
you’ve seen his work. 

As a young boy in Berlin 
he remembers his father com-
ing back from a day of inter-
rogation by the Gestapo, look-
ing him in the eye and saying, 
“We need to get out of here.” 

So off he and his family 
went, in hopes of gaining ac-
cess to America, the land of 
opportunity. 

However with so many 
people fl eeing Europe, the im-
migrant quota was fi lled and 
Mendel’s family was forced to 
settle in Cuba for a few years 
before fi nally coming to the 
States in 1940.

As a young man Mendel 
earned a B.A. in art from the 
City College of New York, and 
was fortunate enough to have 
a friend tell him about an 
opening in the art department 
at Columbia Records, where 
Mendel’s art career bloomed. 

He began designing the 

Record cover designer captures life
back of albums for little known 
singers and groups, and over 
time starting designing front 
covers... then front covers for 
major artists. 

“I loved going to work,” 
said Mendel, who  designed 
covers for over 30 years. 

Filled with story after story 
of working with entertainers 
and coming up with ideas for 
albums, he enthusiastically 
reenacted a scene in which he 
and his co-

workers lit a piano on fi re 
and then photographed it for 
one especially dramatic cover. 

Some of the albums Mendel 
created were for artists such 
as Etta James, Tony Bennett, 
Gladys Knight, and the N.Y. 
Philharmonic. 

As the years went on Men-
del opened his own graphic 
design studio and continued 
work on hundreds of album 
covers. 

Then he began to paint and 
photograph snippets of New 
York City life. 

When he sees something 
that resonates within him, 
Mendel takes a photograph of 
it to paint later. 

This way if the object or 

person moves, he can still 
paint the scene at his leisure. 

“There are no hidden 
meanings or messages in my 
work,” said Mendel “What you 
see is what I saw.”

One painting that hangs 
in the artist’s living room is 
a scene of a pickup basketball 
game in the Bronx.  

The players, he explained, 
were not all on the court at the 
same time, however he photo-
graphed each of them as they 
played and then recreated the 
scene so that everyone was 
included in one piece as if ev-
eryone that stopped by during 
that day had been playing in a 
game together. 

He turns a photograph into 
a creative painting, using his 
imagination to fi ll in the gaps 
and create a composite scene. 

Some of his work is more 
eye opening and straight for-
ward, like his painting of a 
small boy sitting next to trash 
cans in a worn down neighbor-
hood on the west side of Man-
hattan, a scene which Mendel 
recreated using a photograph 
he took years ago.

The artist now resides in 
Riverdale, and even at 82, 

spends a majority of his time 
creating art. 

He has had exhibits along 
the East Coast since 2009 in-
cluding a long standing show 
in the Hudson Valley, a place 

close to his heart.  
Mendel will have an ex-

hibit at Hebrew Tabernacles 
in Hudson Heights from Jan-
uary through Febuary of this 
year, where 22 of his paintings 
will be on display.
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Twomey Family and offi cers of East Bronx History Forum and Hun-
tington Free Library presented Preston High School Junior Kaycie Santi-
ago with the fi rst annual $250 Bill Twomey Scholastic Award on Wednes-
day, December 16, after her presentation of the history of Preston High 
School.   The Bill Twomey Scholastic Award honors the Bronx High School 
student that demonstrates the same literary excellence and dedication 
to Bronx history that Bill Twomey graced his many readers.
(Above, l-r)  Erin Twomey Salvo; Sean Twomey; Carol Twomey; Richard Vi-
tacco, president, East Bronx History Forum; Kaycie Santiago; Mr. and Mrs. 
Santiago; and  Thomas X. Casey, president Huntington Free Library. 
          Photo by Sharon Casey

FIRST ANNUAL BILL TWOMEY SCHOLASTIC AWARD

Your Neighborhood — Your News

Mail: Bronx Times
3604 E. Tremont Ave., 

Bronx, NY 10465
To Subscribe:

(718) 260-4595
General Phone:
(718) 597-1116
General Fax:

(718) 518-0038
News Phone: 

(718) 260-4597
News E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Sports Phone: 
(718) 260-4597
Sports E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Display Phone: 
(718) 260-4593

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

Display/Classified E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Bronx Times Reporter (USPS #730390) 
is published weekly by Bronx Times 
Reporter, Inc., a subsidiary of  News 
Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. 
Copyright © 2015. Periodicals  postage 
rate is being paid at the Bronx, N.Y. 
Post Offi ce. Subscriptions $15.00 per 
year. Postmaster, Send address changes 
to Bronx Times Reporter, 3604 East 
Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465. 
ISSN #8750-4499.

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, or e-mail Bronx-
times@aol.com. Please include 
a phone number or a way to con-
tact you in case of questions. 

U.S. Navy 

Serviceman Honored

U.S. Navy Chief Damage 
Controlman Alberto Rod-

griguez,  a Bronxite attached 

to a U.S. Naval Air Facility 
Misawa in Misawa, Japan, re-
ceived a medal for service on 
Thursday, December 17. 

Rodriguez received the 
Military Outstanding Volun-
teer Service Medal from Capt. 
Keith Henry, commanding of-
fi cer NAFM. 

He had contributing 900 
hours of community service 
during his tour. 

Notable Passing 

Spero Dourdounas, 100, 

a resident of the borough for 
most of his life, passed away on 
Wednesday, August 12. 

Born in Preveza, Greece, 
he came to the United States in 
1919 and lived here for decades. 

He served in the United 
States Navy during and imme-
diately following World War II, 
in 1945 and 1946. He worked as 
a salesman for a major fl orist, 
A. Sauter and Company, for al-
most fi ve decades. 

Bar And Grill 

Collects For Toy Drive 

Patrons of the Throggs 

Neck Clipper, 3599 E. Tremont 
Avenue, took part in the Theo-
dore Korony American Legion 
Post #253’s annual Joseph Maz-
zariello Memorial Toy Drive 
for local shelters.  Four bags of 
large toys donated by staff and 
customers were collected from 
a bin and were picked up by 
drive coordinators.  

U.S. Navy Chief Damage Controlman Alberto Rodgriguez (l) receives 
award for service.
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From mobility 
assistance to meal 
preparation, Senior 
Helpers is ready to 
help your loved one 
live independently.

Senior Helpers’ 
leading Senior 
Gems® program 
for Alzheimer’s and 
dementia can help 
your family.

Senior Helpers 
is locally owned 
and operated, and 
works with families 
right in your own 
neighborhood.

�������YOU TRUST���������TO HELP�����PEOPLE NEED

Visit us at SeniorHelpers.com/newyorkny, e-mail us at
infonyc@SeniorHelpers.com or call us at 646-214-2086.
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MORE
• USDA Choice meats
• Premium produce
• Delicious organics

FRESH FOODS

MORE
LEADING BRANDS

Many in  
supermarket sizes.

ARE YOU READY FOR

MORE?
bronx,

Availability of items may vary by Club location. Items available only while supplies last. *This offer may not be combined with other offers, is not redeemable for cash and is good for new Members only.  Limit one 
offer per household. Photo identification required when applying for Membership. Offer valid only at the Bronx, NY, Club. Expires 1/8/16. Plus state and local taxes where applicable or required by law.
                                                ©2015 BJ’s Wholesale Club, Inc.

3 WAYS TO JOIN AT  
PREOPENING SAVINGS:
BJs.com Visit BJs.com/bronx 
 
Stop In  BJ’s Information Center
 184 West 237th Street, Riverdale Crossing 
 Bronx, NY 10463  
 Hours: Mon. – Sat.: 9AM – 7PM, Sun.: NOON – 6PM

 
Call Us  For BJ’s Perks Rewards and Inner Circle 
                 Memberships: 800-BJS-CLUB (257-2582)
                 Hours: Mon. – Fri.: 9AM – 7PM, Sat.: 9AM – 6PM, 
 Sun.: NOON – 6PM 
               

All BJ’s Memberships are subject to BJ’s current Membership Terms, ask in-Club or go to BJs.com/terms.

2% back on most in-Club and BJs.com purchases.  
Save $20 and get 2 FREE bonus months!

14 months total  
 for JUST $80!*

BJ’s PERKS REWARDS™ MEMBERSHIP

14 months total  
 for JUST $40!*

Save $10 and get 2 FREE bonus months! 

BJ’s INNER CIRCLE® MEMBERSHIP MORE
GUARANTEE

MORE
AMAZING SAVINGS

On seasonal and everything  
else — every day.

WE’RE SO EXCITED. The welcome mat is laid out and our 
doors are about to open. Expect great things. Every day. 
Our commitment to you is huge. And making you happy 
is our most important job.

Because at BJ’s, you’re MORE than a customer. You’re a 
Member. And we have a responsibility to give you our 
best. And smart ideas. Like helpful tips and convenient 
one-stop shopping to make your life easier.

The countdown to MORE is on in the Bronx. And we 
know that you’re MORE than ready for it.

OPENING SOON

bronx
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Shalom Jewish
Funeral Home, Inc.

“The Bronx Jewish Community Memorial Chapel”

(718) 828-1700
Keeping Tradition Under Rabbinical Supervision

40th PCT. 
Saturday, November 28, 2015, 10:10 p.m. -- A 

suspect forced open the front door of 349 E. 149th 
Street where several commercial businesses are locat-
ed.  Once inside, the suspect entered the offi ce area of a 
law fi rm where he removed two laptops before fl eeing. 
The suspect is described as a black male who was last 
seen wearing dark clothing.

41st PCT. 
Monday, November 16, 2015, 11:00 p.m.  -- A 

37-year-old male victim was exiting the #6 train line at 
Southern Boulevard and Longwood Avenue when he 
was approached by three male suspects in the stair-
well. One of the suspects restrained the victim from be-
hind while another held the victim’s right arm. 

The third suspect then punched the victim about 
the face and body and removed his Samsung Galaxy 
phone, bank cards and a mountain bike. The suspects 
fl ed on Prospect Avenue toward East 152nd Street. 

Tuesday, November 17, 2015, 11:10 a.m. -- A 
54-year-old male victim was going down the stairs to-
ward the #6 train line at a train station at Southern Bou-
levard and Longwood Avenue when he was approached 
in a stairwell. 

The suspects approached him from behind and 
placed a unknown object to his back. The suspects 
then forcibly removed cash from his left pocket and 
then fl ed. 

42nd PCT.
Friday, December 11, 2015, 11:45 p.m. --  The 

victim, a 24-year-old male, was standing in the vicinity of 
Tinton Avenue and East 163rd Street when he observed 
a group of males walking towards him. The victim began 
walking away from the location when he realized he was 
shot in the shoulder. The suspect then fl ed the scene. The 
victim was removed to Lincoln Hospital where he was 
treated and released. The suspect is black male wear-
ing a white du-rag, a black hooded sweatshirt and black 
sweatpants.

43rd PCT.
Tuesday, December 15, 2015, 9:25 a.m. -- A 

male suspect approached the 51-year-old male victim, an 
armored car courier, from behind while he was doing a 
cash-pick up at 1471 Westchester Avenue. The suspect 
proceeded to display a fi rearm and removed a bag from 
the victim with an undetermined amount of cash inside.  

48th PCT.
Tuesday, November 24, 2015, 9:16 a.m. -- Po-

lice offi cers responded to a 911 call for a male shot at 
1805 Crotona Avenue. Upon arrival, offi cers discovered 
a 24-year-old male who was shot multiple times in the 
torso, thigh, arm and groin. EMS responded and trans-
ported the male to St. Barnabas Hospital where he was 
pronounced DOA. 
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#PlaySure

BE HIV & STI Sure
If you are HIV negative, PrEP is a daily pill that protects you from HIV. Condoms add more protection 
against HIV and help prevent other Sexually Transmitted Infections. Combine these tools to stay 
healthy and prevent the spread of HIV and other STIs.

PLAY SURE: Call 311 or visit nyc.gov/health to design the right 
HIV and STI prevention combination for you.

we Play Sure
P ep + Condoms

Bill de Blasio
Mayor
Mary T. Bassett, MD, MPH
Commissioner
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Display Advertising Rates & Deadlines: A copy 
of The Bronx Times Reporter Advertising Rates 
is available on request. Display deadline is the 
Friday prior to publication. Camera ready copy 
deadline is the Monday preceding publication.
Classifi ed Deadlines: To place a Classifi ed Ad call 
(718) 260-2555 or email classifi ed@cnglocal.com. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Transportation

legacy
Dear editor,
The legacy of former state 

Assembly Speaker Sheldon 
Silver in the area of transpo-
ration leaves much to be de-
sired.  Consider the schedule, 
budget and the cost for four 
major transportation projects 
that he took great pride in pro-
moting.

Washington paid twice 
with your tax dollars for 
building the new South Ferry 
Terminal #1 New York City 
Transit subway station.  First, 
for almost $600 million in 9/11 
funding, a second time with 
over $300 million in Hurri-
cane Sandy funding to rebuild 
what was damaged. 

The downtown NYC MTA 
Manhattan Fulton Street 
Transit Center was fi rst paid 
for with 9/11 funding.  Cost 
overruns of several hun-
dred million were covered by 
American Recovery Reinvest-
ment Act (ARRA) funding.

Fourteen years after 9/11, 
the Cortland Street World 
Trade Center NYC Transit 
#1 IRT subway station is still 
several years away from be-
ing back in service.  If there 
are no new delays, perhaps 
the station will reopen by De-
cember 2018.  The PANYNJ 
& MTA fought for years over 
budget, funding sources, 
scope and schedule. Construc-
tion for the MTA portion of 
the project just started a few 
months ago.

There is no funding in 
the proposed MTA 2015-2019 
Capital Program to initiate 
construction for the second 
segment of NYCT Second Av-
enue Subway north from 96th 
Street to 125th Street.  It will 
take several decades and $20 
billion more for completion of 
the next three segments of the 
2nd Avenue Subway north to 
125th Street and south to Ha-
nover Square downtown in 
the Financial District. The 
project was originally pro-
posed in 1929.  

Silver claimed to be a friend 
of both commuters and the 
99%.  In reality, he lived the 
life style of the one percenters.  
Silver frequently traveled 
around town by his personal 
driver at taxpayers’ expense.  
I doubt if he ever purchased 
a Metro Card or rode the sub-
way like several million New 
Yorkers do daily.  

Larry Penner

More Obama
bail-outs

Dear editor,
The news media is doing 

a disservice to the public by 
not reporting on CIGNA and 
United HealthCare’s threats to 
drop out of President Obama’s 
signature heathcare law in 
2016 because they are losing 
billions trying to sell unpopu-
lar Obama health care plans?

They have also avoided re-
porting on a back-door bail-
out to health insurance com-
panies that was hidden in the 
$600 billion budget that gives 
them a 12 billion dollar tax 
break at the expense of all tax-
payers?  

If health insurers drop out 
of Obamacare and the public 
is faced with a limited choice 
of health providers, additional 
taxes, increased premiums, 
soaring deductibles, co-pays, 
and limited access to doctors, 
ObamaCare will collapse. 

This is no surprise to the 
administration who new this 
could happen. 

Another promise broken, 
another lie told to Americans.

Robert Neglia

Bronx obesity,
starvation

Dear editor,
Obese and starving: An 

epidemic of the Bronx.
As a Floridian, snow 

days are a foreign concept. 
Some kids I care for tell me it 
means playing with friends, 
spending time with fam-
ily, or building snowmen. 
Really, for children in the 
Bronx, it means no food. It 
means going to their respec-
tive schools and asking their 
principals to pack them their 
government pre-paid lunches 
so that they will have some-
thing to stomach for the day. 

Starving is also a foreign 
concept to us.  As we watch 
programming of third world 
children with their large bel-
lies and thin extremities, we 
forget that our own neigh-
borhood children, who ap-
pear plump and well fed, also 
live hungry but by a differ-
ent mechanism. Kwashior-
kor is a type of protein defi -
ciency and form of starvation 
where children have edema 
of the abdomen while feeding 
on their own skeletal muscu-
lature. Obesity in the Bronx 
is a type of starvation where 

children will self force-feed 
high calorie meals once or 
twice daily to avoid the sen-
sation of hunger for the other 
meals they will miss.

It is true that to most chil-
dren in our country, a snow 
day signifi es a joyous day off 
from school. Unfortunately, 
this is not what our Bronx 
children are doing on their 
snow days- they are starving. 
Parents usually don’t have 
food in the fridge and what’s 
in the pantry is usually also 
of high fat content. Families 
cannot go outside to consume 
their usual fast food meals 
and so kids in the Bronx are 
lining up at their school caf-
eterias to bring their lunches 
home. 

One kid I cared for so 
much as asked the principal 
to cancel the snow day so as 
to not feel hungry.

I myself know the cost of 
groceries in the Bronx as I 
live here. To get my usual ce-
real with milk from the lo-
cal grocery store is $4.99 for 
my cereal box and $5.99 for 
my soy milk. Now, that feeds 
me breakfast for one week, 
but these items were half the 
price from my Florida grocer 
in a neighborhood not as im-
poverished as this one. It baf-
fl es me that our government 
and our food services admin-
istration have accepted that 
the price of a 1000 calorie 
burger from a local fast food 
chain can cost as little as 
two for 99¢ where a healthy 
chicken dinner with vegeta-
bles can run a family of four 
up to $15. 

If I were getting paid short 
of minimum wage, or less (as 
most of our Bronx commu-
nity lives under or at the pov-
erty line), I would too opt for 
the highest calorie meal for 
my buck!

All efforts in the Bronx 
are to fi ght a war against obe-
sity, when really our children 
are hungry. Babies and in-
fants in the Bronx are rarely 
brought into the hospital for 
starvation (medically known 
as failure to thrive) because 
our country and the AAP are 
doing a fabulous job of pro-
viding food stamps and for-
mula/infant foods to moth-
ers through WIC- Women, 
Infant’s and Children’s pro-
gram. 

On the other hand, most 
of our teens and pre-teens 
are above their growth 
chart lines and weight ex-
pectations. Their BMI’s are 

through the roof and their 
IQ’s are on a downward slope 
and we know why (here’s a 
clue: it’s their poor diet!). 

But what are we to do? 
High calorie and high fat/
carb meals are easy and 
cheap to obtain whereas lean 
meats and vegetables are nei-
ther cheap nor easy to pre-
pare. Many of our immigrant 
and even native families do 
not know how to prepare 
these meals. Some parents 
don’t have time or money 
and see fast food meals as a 
solution. The real solutions 
have to come from above 
with regulations on pricing 
by local grocers, with inclu-
sion of farm-to-table foods in 
the food stamp process, and 
with education by us (Pedia-
tricians/ clinicians/ dieti-
cians) on what a healthy diet 
includes. 

In the meantime, as young 
Pediatricians, we can start 
working locally:

1) We must ask the hun-
ger vitals which are ques-
tions that should be asked 
during every physical exam 
and admission probing into 
the home life to identify chil-
dren who have felt hungry in 
the past week or parents who 
have felt they could not pro-
vide meals to their kids.

2) We need to focus atten-
tion on obesity prevention 
via education on healthy 
foods, where to obtain them, 
and how to cook them. 

We need to have our pri-
mary care physicians edu-
cated on what these resources 
are as many probably have 
no idea that these services 
exist.

3) We need to regulate fast 
food “kid’s meals” to incor-
porate healthy and fulfi lling 
meals so parents can afford 
better meal options for their 
children.

4) We need to continue to 
promote and support school 
lunch programs, especially 
those that prepare dinners 
for their children to bring 
home.

In the end, every kid 
should be able to experience 
a snow day without being 
worried about whether or 
not they will eat that day. It’s 
their genetic code that should 
preclude them from enjoying 
a healthy and successful life, 
not their zip code.

Gabriella Dauer, MD

Pediatric Resident

Children’s Hospital 

at Montefi ore
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Together, We Can

ArchCare Advantage HMO SNP is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in ArchCare Advantage depends on 
contract renewal. This plan is available to anyone with Medicare who meets the Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) level of care.  This information 
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tions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year.  Star ratings are based on 
five stars. Star ratings are assessed each year and may change from one year to the next.
* Maximum of $50 per month. Unused amounts do not carry over.

Together, we can keep
you healthy and enjoying life

With ArchCare Advantage HMO Special Needs Plan you get 

all the benefits of Medicare plus valuable extra features at No Additional Cost 

beyond your usual Medicare premiums.

$600 a year to spend on OTC health items* 

Doctor visits with little or no co-pay

Full prescription drug coverage 

Preventive care to keep you out of the hospital 

Your own personal care manager

Health Plans and Nursing Home Alternatives | Home Care | Skilled Nursing Care
Rehabilitation | Assisted Living | Specialized Care | Palliative Care | Hospice

We’re here to help.
800-373-3177 
TTY/TDD: 800-662-1220  
8 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
seven days a week
www.archcareadvantage.org 
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BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 25-3114    BTR

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
A Torah recovered from 

Nazi- occupied Europe, dat-
ing back to the year 1880 has 
found a new home at Calvary 
Hospital. 

According to Jewish Law, 
the Torah is a living docu-
ment, and when it has become 
so worn that it can no longer 
be used, it must be buried. 

However, Calvary, which 
specializes in end-of-life care, 
and whose philosophy states 
that “life continues on,” will 
bring this ancient script back 
to life rather than bury it.  

Torah 515 has an extremely 
historic and signifi cant mean-
ing to the community because 
of its resilience through one of 
the greatest injustices in hu-
man history - the script was 
stolen by the Nazis from a syn-
agogue in the town of Taus-
Domazlice which is in mod-
ern-day Czech Republic. 

It happened at a time when 
all Jewish ritual and sacred 
items were being looted or 
confi scated.

“This came out of the ashes 
of the Holocaust, and it is a 
light that will continue burn-
ing,” said Rabbi Rachmiel 

Calvary Hospital restores 135-year-old Torah 

Rothberger, who is the Jewish 
community liaison at Calvary 
Hospital. 

After enlisting the help of 
an expert Torah scribe to ex-
amine the script in 2014, it was 
found that while the damage 
was signifi cant, reparation for 
this 135- year old script was 
possible. 

The restoration is set to be 
a year-long endeavor, as it of-
fi cally began in November of 
this year and is set to be com-

pleted by November of 2016. 
The parchment needs to be 

repaired as parts are uneven 
and worn. 

Most of the letters need to 
be re- written or re-blackened 
so they are legible. 

This work will be done 
slowly and with precision by 
expert scribes called sofers 
who are trained how to write 
and repair ancient scripts. 

To restore the Torah  the 
document must be completely 

free of any blemish, meaning 
that all words must be com-
plete, no letters can be miss-
ing, and it must remain free of 
unwanted marks. 

The process to meet this 
goal is of course very inten-
sive and time consuming due 
to the scrolls’ age and history. 

“When you look at it, it’s 
not just parchment,” says 
Rothberger, “There’s some-
thing about it, and it’s still lit-
erally alive.”

Torah 515 is one of 1,564 
Torahs that were rescued by 
the Memorial Scrolls Trust 
in London at the end of World 
War II. 

The organization now lends 
out the scrolls to institutions, 
hospitals and schools all over 
the world, and has perma-
nently loaned this particular 
Torah to Calvary Hospital. 

“The Trust [Memorial 
Scrolls Trust] wants them to 
really be used,” said Roth-
berger. “I look forward to re-
storing life to this sacred 
scroll.”

Calvary Hospital has been 
working to establish the hos-
pital’s commitment to Jewish 
patients and their families. 

The hospital now has three 
rabbis on staff, a kosher pan-
try, and has worked with Ye-
shiva University to educate 
people on the Orthodox Jew-
ish community since 2012. 

On December 17, Calvary 
Hospital hosted an event on 
‘Halachic End-of-life Care’ 
to educate community rab-
bis and leaders on the issues 
surrounding end-of-life care 
in accordance with Jewish 
law.

Dr. Michael Brescia (l) witnesses the restoration of the sacred scroll. Rabbi Moshel Druin, from Sofer On Site, 
will restore the Torah. Photo Courtesy of Calvary Hospital
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New Throggs Neck Shopping Center (Bronx, NY)

www.wineliquorsuperstore.com

* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 

Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 1/6/16.

We will match printed prices from other NYC Liquor stores

Patron
Silver

$4299
750ml

1.75L is $96.67

Each with purchase

of 3 bottles

Tito’s
Vodka

$29 87
1.75l

Each with

purchase of

3 bottles

Wray &
Nephew

Overproof
White

$35 99
1.75l

Skyy
Vodka 80

$19 99
1.75l

New
Amsterdam

Vodka &
Flavored

$19 50
1.75l

Each with

purchase of

3 bottles

750ml

Jack Daniels

Black

On Sale

 $4499
1.75L

750ml

Effen

Vodka

Guigal 

Cotes

du Rhone

$1250

Each with 

purchase of 3 

bottles

Korbel

750ml
750ml

Voda

Vodka

$899
1 L

$1149
1.75l

$775
750ml

Smirnoff
Vodka

$1999
1.75l

Bacardi 
Light & Gold

$1799
1.75l

Hennessy 
VS

$6199
1.75l

Dewars
White Label

$3499
1.75l

Regular,Black Cherry, Raspberry, 

Cucumber

Moet

Nectar

$4334

Each with

purchase of 3

bottles

Da Vinci 

Chianti

$916

Veuve

Cliquot

Yellow Label

$4235

Each with

purchase of

3 bottles

BRING THIS AD IN

50
GET FREE POINTS 

ON REWARDS 
CLUB!

On Sale
$2699

750ml Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

750ml

Each with

purchase of

3 bottles

On Sale
$1099

Louis Jadot 

Beaujolais

Villages

$1187
750ml

Each with

purchase of

3 bottles

750ml

Each with

purchase of

3 bottles

Glenmorangie 

10 

$3564
750ml

Each with

purchase of

3 bottles

750ml

750ml

Each with

purchase of

3 bottles

Moet

Imperial

$3899
750ml

Each with

purchase of

3 bottles

Werewolf

On Sale
$599

750ml

Cabernet Sauvignon,

Pinot Noir, Merlot

ARMAND DE BRIGNAC
ACE OF SPADES CHAMPAGNE BRUT 

750ml

Sale
$24999

Smoke Tree

Sonoma

Chardonnay

$1391

Deloach Vineyards

Pinot Noir

Heritage

Reserve 

$834

Gazela Vinho 

Verde

$429
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1748 Crosby Ave., Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 792-2020
1086 Morris Park Ave., Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 892-7000

www.eyedoctorsbronx.com

DOCTORS OF OPTOMETRY:
Dr. A.J. Contento F.A.A.O. 
Dr. Evan Kaplan M.S., F.A.A.O. 
Dr. Annette Contento F.A.A.O.
Dr. Giordana Avila 
Most Insurance and  
Optical Plans Accepted

Use Your Flex Spending  
      Before the Year Runs Out

See Drs Contento and Kaplan for a free consult to see if you are a candidate for LASIK

Take $75 OFF
A COMPLETE PAIR OF GLASSES  

WITH ANY PREMIUM ESSILOR LENSES

With purchase of complete pair of glasses. Some restrictions apply. 
Not to be combined with any other offer or vision plan.  

Must present coupon at time of purchase. Offer ends 12/31/15.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Motorists around Pelham 

Bay Park are being cautioned 
to watch for Bambi and her 
friends. 

A new variable message 
sign along Shore Road warns 
about deer crossings that have 
become more common in re-
cent years, according to City 
Island residents . 

Councilman James Vacca 
had written to the city Depart-
ment of Transportation in No-
vember asking that they im-
plement a deer corridor sign 
program in the park, which is 
the city’s largest green space, 
similar to type that was re-
cently installed on Staten Is-

Deer-warning sign delivers travelers’ alert
land. 

After receiving the request 
the DOT installed a sign, an 
electric one, that can be moved 
and can announce various 
messages. 

“This is more than just an 
eight and a half by 11 sign,” 
said Councilman. “I think it is 
very noticeable and it is very 
well placed on Shore Road 

right between City Island and 
Orchard Beach roads.” 

The councilman noted that 
the sign can be moved to other 
locations around the park if it 
should become necessary. 

“We are hoping that this 
creates an initial awareness, 
and then we take it from 

there,” the councilman said. 
The response from the local 

community was unanimous, 
he said, adding that his inter-
est in having deer signage in-
stalled in the park piqued af-
ter a program installing new 
signage was begun on Staten 
Island recently to cope with its 
increased deer population. 

It would stand to reason 
that there would be deer pop-
ulation in the park because 
areas around Orchard Beach 
and City Island roads are areas 
with lots of wildlife, he said 

“We have had several ac-
cidents involving deer in Pel-
ham Bay Park,” he said.

John Doyle, of City Island 
Civic Association, “We want 
permanent signs that are easy 
for people to see when they are 
entering (the area),” he said. 

Deer crossing signs are 
useful to the area because 
they alert motorists who may 
not be familiar with the area 
about road conditions associ-
ated with deer, said Doyle. 

A DOT spokeswoman stated 
that the temporary sign was 
installed after learning of com-
munity concerns and speaking 
with local stakeholders. 

This is more than just an eight and 
a half by 11 sign. I think it is very 

noticeable and it is very well placed 
on Shore Road right between City 
Island and Orchard Beach roads.

James Vacca
Councilman

The DOT has placed a variable electric message sign alerting motorists 
of deer in Pelham Bay Park. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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H appy
N ew Year

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
It’s the end of an era at a long-time 

mom and pop grocery store.
Sweeney’s Deli, a neighborhood 

grocery store located at 3136 Miles Av-
enue, outside Edgewater Park, is be-
ginning a new era after the store’s pre-
vious owners sold, after running the 
business for nearly four decades.

The store, which is now called 
Sweeney’s Mini Mart, was purchased 
by Paul and Imelda ‘Mimi’ Sweeney in 
1977, 11 years after the couple was mar-
ried. 

They eventually expanded the mar-
ket into the neighboring storefronts, 
previously occupied by a candy store, a 
produce store and a barbershop, while 
Paul continued to act as the owner of 
the grocery store.

Over the years, especially during 
the holiday seasons, the store was well 
stocked with a wide selection and vari-
ety of food items, such as bread, rolls, 
donuts, cakes, coffee and hot choco-
late, to name a few. 

An iconic Leprechaun was one of 
the store’s eye-catching decorations. 

The store’s wall of candy was also 
very popular among regular custom-
ers, especially children.

“I was always excited to make those 
bags of candy when I younger,” said 
Alessandra Biagioni, Paul and Imelda’ 
granddaughter, who was in the store 
by age 3. 

She helped stock groceries on 
shelves while standing on top of a milk 
carton’ she recalled 

“There was a special homeyness 
feeling to the stores - my grandparents 
always treated the customers like fam-
ily and they always knew everybody’s 
name - just like Cheers. “They were 
certainly a staple in the community.”

The store also offered its own line 
of credit, which customers could pay 

Sweeney’s Deli’s new 
ownership ends an era

off when they got paid.
As a result of the store’s increasing 

success, many local residents and fam-
ilies began depending and relying on 
Sweeney’s for their weekly and even 
daily shopping purchases.

After more than three and a half 
decades of operating the business, 
Paul retired and moved down to Flor-
ida, while Imelda continued to work as 
a store cashier and clerk. 

About a year and a half later, Imelda 
traveled to Florida and joined Paul in 
retirement.

They sold the store to new owners in 
late October, who renovated the store 
and slightly changed the name from 
‘Sweeney’s Deli’ to ‘Sweeney’s Mini 
Mart’, preserving the family name to 
show respect to the previous owners.

“It’s bittersweet,” said Cathy De-
Luca, an employee of Sweeney’s for the 
last two and a half years. “Paul and 
Imelda were a very important part of 
the neighborhood with their business 
and everybody knew who they were - 
so it’s sad to see them leave after such a 
long, successful history but I am proud 
of everything they accomplished and 
their retirement is well deserved.”

“In addition - I wish the new owners 
the very best of luck, of course,” Cathy 
added.

“This was a neighborhood-based 
grocery store that I believe all custom-
ers took a liking to because we treated 
every customer like family - and they 
were,” said Paul Sweeney. “I feel privi-
leged to have been a part of a business 
that was so special and brought every-
body in the neighborhood together.”

“When customers were in the store, 
it felt like a family gathering -espe-
cially during the holidays,” said Mimi. 
“I miss the store, I miss the neighbor-
hood, I miss the customers - but we 
are certainly thankful for every con-
nection we made and we wish the new 
owners all the best in success.”

The new owners of the store did not 
want to be included in the article.

Everybody knows Jack McElroy, employee 
and former Sweeney’s manager for many 
years, and Jack knows everybody. 
 Photo by Patricia Biagioni

Neighborhood staple Sweeney’s Deli, lo-
cated on 3136 Miles Avenue, was renamed 
Sweeney’s Mini Mart after new ownership 
took over in late October. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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Brandon Muccino, P.S. 83 principal; Connie Calabrese, P.S. 83 staff member; Joe Thompson, 
49th Precinct Community Council president; Joe McManus; 49th Precinct Community Af-
fairs Offi cer David Lepore and children at P.S. 83 with some of the food collected at the 
school. P.S. 83 was one of several schools participating in the drive. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 49th Precinct, working with 

the community, collected thousands 
of pounds of food for needy families 
in time for the Christmas holiday 
again this year. 

The precinct’s community coun-
cil and its offi cers teamed with local 
schools, organizations and individu-
als to collect almost ninr tons of food 
for two neighborhood food pantries in 
the precinct service area. 

The annual food drive has gone on 
for about a decade. 

More food was collected this year 
than last year, said Joe Thompson, 
president of the 49th Precinct Com-
munity Council as food was picked 
up at P.S. 83 in Morris Park, which is 
typically the largest donor in the an-
nual drive. 

“The food that we collect in the 
49th Precinct area, we give to the peo-
ple in the (area) – so it is like we are 
giving to a neighbor, said Thompson, 
adding “My greatest feeling is when I 
see the dedication on the kids’ faces, 
and the joy they get out of giving.” 

Students and their families at P.S. 
83, P.S. 105, P.S. 108, P.S. 481 Madeline 
Provenzano School and P.S./M.S. 498 
Van Nest Academy donated food ear-
marked for the Bronx Jewish Com-
munity Council food pantry in the 
Pelham Parkway community, said 
Thompson. 

In addition, Cub Scout Troop 162 
collected 1,600 pounds of food in front 
of Big Deal Supermarket at 1018 Mor-
ris Park Avenue that will go to feed 
the hungry at the St. Lucy Church 
Food Pantry in Allerton, he said. 

The food is very much needed, es-
pecially during the Christmas holi-
day, said David Edlestein, BJCC food 
pantry director. 

It ensures that everyone who 
comes to the pantry goes home with 
enough food, he said. 

“It is such a huge donation com-
ing right before the Christmas holi-
day when so many people have fam-

49th Precinct Food 
Drive A Success

ily gatherings and when people living 
alone don’t have the ability to cele-
brate as they would like to,” said Ed-
lestein. “Receiving this huge amount 
of wonderful food allows us to be gen-
erous to the people who come to our 
pantry.” 

Forty-ninth Precinct offi cers 
transported the food from the collec-
tion points to the recipient organiza-
tions.

“I think it is incredible, the amount 
of support that we have received from 
all of the schools,” 49th Precinct Com-
munity Affairs offi cer David Lepore 
said. “To see the amount of food we 
collected was quite impressive.” 

The police were assisted in their 
efforts by student volunteers, like 
those in P.S. 83’s Community Service 
Club  and the Student Council, under 
the guidance of school secretary Con-
nie Calabrese and teacher Elena Can-
neto respectively.

The school turned the food drive 
into a competition, said Brandon 
Muccino, P.S. 83 principal. 

Also helping transport the food 
from P.S. 83 to the pantry on the 
pickup day, Tuesday, December 22, 
was community leader Joseph Mc-
Manus. 

In addition to the schools, Kings 
Harbor Multicare Center at 2000 E. 
Gun Hill Road and Maestro Caterers 
at 1703 Bronxdale Avenue both do-
nated turkeys for the holiday season, 
said Thompson. 

The turkeys will go to senior pro-
grams at New York City Housing Au-
thority developments at Eastchester 
Gardens, Parkside Houses, and Pel-
ham Parkway Houses, as well as Cen-
terlight, said Thompson.  

An anonymous donor contributed 
$1,000 for the purchase of gift cards 
for the food that Thompson distrib-
uted, the precinct council president 
said. 

In addition, the anonymous bene-
factor treated the offi cers at the 49th 
Precinct to a holiday meal, he added.

2815 Middletown Road
(next door to Frank’s Pizza)

TEL 718.684.2815 FAX 718.597.3331 
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS · WE DELIVER!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Monday–Thursday, 12–10:00PM
Friday & Saturday, 12–11:00PM

Sunday, 1:00–10:00PM
CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE 

www.facebook.com/DaFrancoandTonyRistorante

Authentic Italian Cuisine
Our resturant is available for business meetings or family functions

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
at Da Franco & Tony Ristorante

Da Franco & Tony
Ristorante

0ANTIPASTI (PLEASE CHOOSE ONE)
Burrata With Tomato And Truffl e Oil 
Avocado Salad With Shrimp, Chopped Tomato 

    And Onions 
Porcini Mushroom Salad With Fennel And Ricotta 

    Cheese 
Trecolore Salad 
Stuffed Portobello With Crab Meat 
Baked Clams 
Fried Calamari

0ENTRÉE (PLEASE CHOOSE ONE)
Linguini Frutta Di Mari 

Homemade Lasagna
Fettuccine With Salmon In A Vodka Sauce 
Garganelli Sorentino 
Chicken Stuffed With Spinach And Goat Cheese 
Surf And Turf (Filet Mignon And Lobster Tail) 
Steak Au Poivre Sauce 
Lamb Chops 
Ossobuco With Risotto 
Filet Of Sole Crusted With Almonds Over Spinach 
Red Snapper Orange Sauce

0CHOICE OF DESSERT AND COFFEE 
Pistachio Cheesecake 

  Tartufo, Chocolate Cake 
Ricotta Cheesecake Or Tiramisu 
Coffee, Cappuccino Or Espresso

Dinner Includes A Complementary 
Glass Of Champagne At The End Of The Meal

$50 per person, plus tax, plus gratuity
Please call for reservations.
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Throggs Neck

CLIPPER
Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks
A place where strangers are not strangers ... but friends who have yet to meet!
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The Clipper Crew 
would like to wish all our customers and their families 

a very

Restaurant 
closed 

Christmas 
Day

Bar 
will be open 

at 
Noon

Ring in the New Year at the Clipper

Dining Room will be open until 10pm
New Year’s Day 

Brunch 
11am til 3pm

New Year’s 
Dinner 

3pm til 11pm

Join us 
for the best party 

in town!!!
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Everyone was in the holi-

day spirit at a local special 
needs school.

On Tuesday, December 
22, St. Joseph’s School for the 
Deaf held their annual Holi-
day Show, where students, as 
well as teachers, participated 
in holiday-related perfor-
mances for parents, other stu-
dents and other school faculty 
members.

The event, which was a col-
laborative effort between the 
school, the Bronx Rotary Club, 
and the Sons of Italy Uguagli-
anza Lodge #83, gave students 
at the school an opportunity to 
express themselves in a hol-
iday-themed atmosphere in 
front of their families, friends 
and loved ones.

The holiday show included 
poetry, song and story-telling 
performances that were all 
performed in sign language 
by the students.

Various acts included ‘Jin-
gle Bells’, ‘Chanukah, Oh Cha-
nukah’ and ‘How The Grinch 
Stole Christmas’.

The students in attendance, 
as well as the student per-
formers, who were accompa-

St. Joseph’s School for the Deaf hosts show
nied on stage by a Christmas 
elf, received a special holiday 
surprise following the show 
- Santa Claus - who was wait-
ing backstage with wrapped 
presents. 

After the performance, 
students and their families 
formed a line to receive gifts 
from and take pictures with 
Santa Claus.

Once they saw Santa Claus 
come out from behind the cur-
tains, many of the students 
cheered, screamed and threw 
their hands up in excitement - 
ecstatic that they could share 
the experience with their 
Christmas idol.

“This is an event for the 
students as well as their fam-
ilies - and it’s an event that 
we cherish and treasure pri-
marily because these chil-
dren are so important to us,” 
said Lilyanna Pekic, mem-
bership chairwomen for the 
Bronx Rotary Club and the 
Sons of Italy, as well as the 
community liaison for As-
semblyman Mark Gjonaj’s of-
fi ce, who was also involved in 
the funding and planning of 
the event. 

“During this time of year, 

a time of giving, children with 
special needs are not given 
the attention that they need 
and deserve - and this event is 
a great way of giving back to 
these children that have such 
a big impact on so many lives 
and have overcome so many 

challenges,” she said.
“Seeing the looks on their 

(the student’s) faces during 
this show is a great feeling - 
and in reality, it’s a gift to me 
to see them so happy,” Pekic 
added.

One of the event’s funders, 

the Uguaglianza Bronx Lodge 
83, who donated the toys with 
the Bronx Rotary Club, is the 
oldest Sons of Italy lodge in 
New York state, having been 
established in 1911.

 St. Joseph’s School for the 
Deaf was established in 1869.

Student performers, faculty and members of the Bronx Rotary Club and the Sons of Italy’s Uguaglianza Lodge 
#83 gather with Santa Claus following the show. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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Anyone can deliver food, but when you order Tosca, you’ll experience the highest level of traditional Italian hospitality. We’ll bring our delicious homemade menu choices to you—
convenient, delectable, affordable. Tosca’s catering service provides you with the uncompromising taste and quality of menu and service in the comfort of your own specified locale. 
You can create your own package, simply contact us for further inquiry and we’ll be happy to arrange your menu. Fast, free delivery and set–up. House accounts welcomed.

Catering? Let Tosca cater your next home or office event  (FULL MENU AVAILABLE ONLINE)

Grande SERVES 8–10 $150
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka 

or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala 

or Chicken Francese
·  1 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

Party–Sized Trays Half trays feed 
approximately 6 to 8 people. Full trays feed 
approximately 12 to 15 people.

Fast, Free Delivery and Set-Up 
All orders are kept hot and ready– 
to–serve. Plates, napkins, table covers and 
eating/serving utensils included upon request.

Generoso SERVES 15–20 $325
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Appetizer: Fried Calamari, Buffalo Wings or Mozzarella Sticks
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala 
or Chicken Francese

·  2 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

$15 OFF
ANY CATERING ORDER 

OF $100 OR MORE
WITH COUPON ONLY. PLEASE MENTION 

WHEN ORDERING. EXCLUDES PACKAGES. 
EXPIRES 1/31/2015  TOSCA BX TIMES 12-14

$25 OFF
ANY CATERING ORDER 

OF $150 OR MORE
WITH COUPON ONLY. PLEASE MENTION 

WHEN ORDERING. EXCLUDES PACKAGES. 
EXPIRES 1/31/2015  TOSCA BX TIMES 12-14

Office Party
· Vegetable Crudite
· Wrap Platter 
· Caesar Salad with  
Grilled Chicken Breast

· Fresh Fruit Platter
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Family Style
·  Fresh Mozzarella, Roasted 
Peppers & Fresh Basil

· Clams Oreganata
· Penne Alla Vodka
· Chicken Scarpariello
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Game Day
· Buffalo Wings
· Fried Calamari
· Wrap Platter
· Baked Ziti
with Meat Balls

·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

House Party
· Shrimp Cocktail
· Clams Oreganata
· Fusilli Al Alvina
· Chicken Scarpariello
· Caesar Salad
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

The Italian Job
· Imported Cheese & Fruit Platter
· Fried Calamari · Caesar Salad
· Baked Ziti with Chicken Cutlet
· Sausage & Broccoli Rabe
· Shrimp Risotto Donna
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Nonno Mia
· Eggplant Rollatini 
· Clams Oreganata
· Farfalle Alla Pesto
· Arugula, Endive, 
Radicchio Salad

·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Serves 12–15 $165 Serves 12–15 $180 Serves 12–15 $195 Serves 12–15 $195 Serves 12–15 $230 Serves 15–20 $290

4 0 3 8  E A S T  T R E M O N T  A V E N U E  ·  A T  M I L E S  A V E N U E  ·  T H R O G S  N E C K ,  B R O N X ,  N Y 

F A S T  F R E E  D E L I V E R Y  7 1 8 . 2 3 9 . 3 3 0 0
O N L I N E  O R D E R I N G  ·  C U R B S I D E  P I C K - U P  ·  V A L E T  P A R K I N G  ·  T O S C A N Y C . C O M  T O S C A N Y C  T O S C A N Y C

“100 Best Italian Restaurants”

“Lovingly restored
1922 pizza oven”

Rated  2015

“#1 Pizza In The Bronx”

“Best spot for brunch 
in the Bronx”

Open Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day, 
New Year’s Eve 

& New Year’s Day

thursday, december 31
8:30pm–1:30am

new year’s eve
—————————

—————————2o16
2 LEVELS OF MUSIC BY LIVE DJ 
COCKTAIL HOUR · FULL BUFFET

OPEN BAR · CHAMPAGNE
HATS AND NOISE MAKERS
COMPLIMENTARY PHOTOS

LIVE BROADCAST OF TIMES SQUARE
FREE VALET PARKING

FORMAL ATTIRE SUGGESTED

PRESALE $100
PER PERSON INCLUDES TAX 

AND GRATUITY, UNTIL DECEMBER 24,  
$120 WEEK OF DECEMBER 25–31

CALL 718.863.6363 TO PURCHASE TICKETS. 
SPACE IS LIMITED AND WILL SELL OUT QUICKLY.

4034 EAST TREMONT AVENUE · BRONX, NY

7 1 8 . 8 6 3 . 6 3 6 3
T O S C A M A R Q U E E . C O M
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

PINK SHISHA
PINK SHISHA PACKAGE DEALS

HAIR, NAILS
MAKEUP

$13000

HAIR, NAILS

$10000

3604 E TREMONT AVE. BRONX, NY 10465

347-621-1799

Tails are Waggin' 
and Pets are Braggin'

3604 A East Tremont Avenue

ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
TOOTHBRUSHING

OFF
NEXT

$5

Offi ce/Retail Space 

Available in the 

Throggs Neck Mall 

Call 917-232-2375

Beauty Bar

Home Of The
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ALLEY 
CAT 
CAFE

TRADITIONAL BBQ
& SMOKEHOUSE

All Bottled Beer 

$400

CHARMINGLY LOCATED 75 FEET OFF E. TREMONT AVE
DOWN THE ALLEY WAY IN THE THROGS NECK MALL

3604C EAST TREMONT AVE  (718) 824-0168

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 
EVERYDAY 2-6 PM

Open: Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm
Fri & Sat 11am-12 Midnight

The “Home” of mouth-watering Smoked Brisket, fall-off-the-bone St. Louis Ribs,

Tender Pulled Pork, along with a wide assortment of side dishes

All Day!

1/2 CHICKEN & SIDE

CAN OF BEER

$1200

See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!

You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 

Order from the best smokehouse in the 

Bronx at the Alley Cat Café.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?

Just Nuts Music School 1438 Waring Avenue
Nice Ranch Style Two Bedroom Home With Walk Out 

Basement. Great Concrete Backyard Perfect For Barbe-
cues. Close To Public Transportation And Stores.

$344,900

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For

Your House. Let Us Sell Your Home

Distinguished Homes & Properties

Cell:  917-957-6800
3602 E Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

Larry “Large” Weinstein

Top Producer

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 

THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

APARTMENTS WANTED

1324 East Gun Hill Road
Great Investment Or Perfect For Home User/ Brick Mixed-Use 
Property Located In Highly Foot Traffi c Area Next to Buses And 
Subway. The Property Zoned For Two(2) Residential Units Plus A 
Doctors Offi ce..

$429,000

$45 per person

Create Your Own

Masterpiece
While Enjoying A 

Glass Of Wine

BYOB
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Morris Park Community Association
hosts holiday party and tree lighting

On Saturday, December 12, the Morris Park Community Association hosted its Holiday Party at the Morris Park Community Association on 1824 Bronxdale Avenue. The party was 
attended by Senator Jeff Klein, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, Councilman Richie Torres and members of the Morris Park Community Association 
Neighborhood Patrol, as well as guests.

On Friday, December 18, the Morris Park Christmas Tree Lighting, hosted by the Morris Park Community Association, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, Assemblyman Michael Benedetto 
and Senator Jeff Klein, was held in Loreto Park, the fi rst tree ceremony in Morris Park. In addition to the tree lighting, there was a live musical performance, hot refreshments 
provided by the Morris Park Community Association and, of course, a special appearance by Santa Claus.

White Plains Road BID executive director Joe Thompson, Senator Jeff Klein, Assem-
blyman Mark Gjonaj and Senator Gustavo Rivera were among those who attended the 
holiday party. Photo by Walter Pofeld

(l-r) Earl Menard, Jr., Rich DiNapoli, Ostacio ‘Lefty’ Negron, Robert Cambria, Tommy Risi 
and Carmine Torchetti of the Morris Park Community Association Neighborhood Patrol 
were among those who attended the holiday party. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

St. Clare of Assisi School and P.S. 105 students sing Christmas carols during the tree 
lighting. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

(l-r) John Marano; Mike Rivadeneyra from Councilman James Vacca’s offi ce; Tom Lu-
cania, representing Borough President Ruben Diaz; Tommy Messina, representing 
Congressman Joseph Crowley; Santa; Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj; Senator Jeff Klein; Al 
D’Angelo; Tony Signorile and Assemblyman Michael Benedetto. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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Agosto and community leader Iris Garcia gather with the attendees and the volunteers who helped with the holiday dinner. Photo courtesy of state committeeman Kenny Agosto’s offi ce

Last month, a Thanksgiving Holiday Dinner was held in P.S. 51, The Bronx New School, near Bronx Park East. Attendees, which included state committeeman Kenny Agosto, celebrated the 
annual holiday while enjoying turkey, stuffi ng, mashed potatoes and other traditional Thanksgiving delights.

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY DINNER IN BRONX PARK EAST

Elected offi cals, community leaders and children enjoy the tree lighting. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Senator Jeff Klein and Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, joined by community leaders and children 
from P.S. 105, lit a Christmas tree at White Plains Road and Pelham Parkway North on Thurs-
day, December 10.  The occasion not only celebrated the holiday season but also marked 
the planting of a new permanent tree.  The event was co-hosted by Morris Perk and Apple 
Bank for Savings. 

PELHAM PARKWAY NORTH TREE PLANTED

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr., held a Chanukah celebration and menorah lighting at the 
Bronx County Building on Tuesday, December 8. In attendance were Rabbi Michael Miller, 
Councilman Andy King, Amir Sagie, Deputy Council General of Israel, Brad Silver, Rabbi Israel 
Greenberg, Assemblyman Michael Blake, Deputy Borough President Aurelia Greene, Coun-
cilman Andy Cohen, and Mark Engel. Religious leaders, elected offi cials, and community 
leaders gathered at this event.

BP HOLDS CHANUKAH
CELEBRATION, MENORAH LIGHTING

Borough President Ruben Diaz (4th from left) lights the Menorah. With him are: Rabbi Mi-
chael Miller, Councilman Andy King, Amir Sagie, Deputy Council General of Isreal, Brad Sil-
ver, Rabbi Isreal Greenberg, Assemblyman Michael Blake, Deputy Borough President Aurelia 
Greene, Councilman Andy Cohen, and Mark Engel. Silvio J. Pacifi co

(Right_ Borough President Ruben Diaz,Jr.; Councilman Ritchie Torres, Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj and Santa at the Arthur Avenue tree lighting ceremony. 
 Photo Courtesy of Council Member Ritchie Torres

Couniclman Ritchie Torres lit the Arthur Avenue Christmas tree at Ciccarone Park in 
honor of the holiday season. 

 Although the lighting ceremony was originally cancelled due to security concerns, 
Torres along with the Belmont Business Improvement District was able to secure ad-
ditional financial resources to keep the tradition afloat. 

The additonal resources from his budget went towards the Christmas tree, hot drinks 
for children and families, and entertainment while security guard remained on patrol 
to ensure safety.

ARTHUR AVENUE TREE LIGHTING
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WINTER WONDERLAND AT BRONX GOP

BRONXWOOD ASSISTED LIVING SPONSORS HOLIDAY CONCERT FOR RESIDENTS 
Bronxwood Assisted Living celebrated the holiday season with a concert for the residents. The festivity included a performance by Barbara Harris, founding member and lead singer of 
the all girl group ‘The Toys.’  

The whole Bronxwood staff at the holiday celebration.  From left to right: administrator 
Glenn Rappaport back, Kristie Desaldo, Robert Morales, Jeanie Desalvo, assistant recre-
ation director Angel Davila, Stephanie Desalvo, Ronnie Herman, director of Recreation Cath-
erine Dolan, Bert Baez, Judy Wayne Kessler, and registered nurse Rhonda Gantte.

J.J. Jones, a resident at Bronxwood, enjoys 
the holiday performance in a festive bow-
tie. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Barbara Harris, lead singer of ‘The Toys’ 
sings for residents 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

The Bronx GOP held its Winter Wonderland at its headquarters at 3029 Middletown Road on 
Sunday, December 13. The event included a toy giveaway with Santa Claus. 

The Bronx Republican Party celebrated the holidays. Photo by Edwin Soto

Assemblyman Jeffery Dinowitz attended P.S. 24’s annual Jam If You Can Event. The event 
collected over 1,000 cans of goods for the assemblyman’s annual Canned Food Drive, set-
ting a new record for number of cans collected. 

P.S. 24’S JAM IF YOU CAN EVENT

Assemblyman Jeffery Dinowitz stands with several P.S. 24 students as well as P.S. 24 co-
presidents Laura Moukas and Bob Heisler in front of over 1,000 cans of food donated by the 
students to his canned food drive. Photo Courtesy of Assemblyman Jeffery Dinowitz

BRONXWOOD ASSISTED LIVING SPONSORS HOLIDAY CONCERT FOR RESIDENTS 
The OLA Parenting Center continued their 
tradition of providing Christmas gifts for the 
women and children residing at the Good 
Counsel Home, a residence which provides 
a home for pregnant women and children 
in need. The gifts will be distributed to 14 
women and 16 children on Christmas Eve.

(Right) OLA Parenting Center poses for a 
photo with the gifts they collected to be dis-
tributed on Christmas Eve. 
 Photo Courtesy of OLA Parenting Center
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Pawn Your Jewelry
Need instant cash but don’t want to sell it? Then PAWN IT!

Get Instant CASH NOW, then you can Re-buy it!
It’s a great option when you need CASH NOW!

Jewelry Sales

718.931.1932

t to sbut t tash bbuunstnstant cacashnt ca ssellll it? ThNeeed inn ? Th WN IT!n PAWThen PThThtt don’t wanant N IT!utuututt don’t wat don
hen yant Ct CGGet Instan youu caGGe en youyou u ca it!uy itn Re-buyan RRe buhhCASH WW, thOWWH NOWOWH NOWSHH

IIt’s a greattt IIIt’s a gr need CACAn W!WSH NOWASASHH NOWH NOWHn wht option yohen yyou you n whehen yhhen 

Can Trust!

WE SELL

SILVER
10 AND

100 OZ BARS

WE SELLSILVER10 AND100 OZ BARS
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Dr. Scott Cooper, president and 
chief executive offi cer of SBH Health 
System (St. Barnabas Hospital) par-
ticipated this week in a Government 
Leadership forum on the Affordable 
Care Act and what it means for the de-
livery of health care in New York. 

He was joined on the panel, hosted 
by the law fi rm of Stroock & Stroock 
& Lavan LLP, by Richard J. Donoghue, 
senior vice president for Strategy and 
Business Development at NYU Lan-
gone Medical Center; and Karen Ig-
nagni, president and chief executive 
offi cer of EmblemHealth.

Former New York State Attor-
ney General Robert Abrams, chair of 
Stroock’s Government Relations Prac-
tice Group, and Charles G. Moerdler, 
co-chair of Stroock’s Litigation Prac-
tice Group, moderated the panel dis-
cussion.

The panelists agreed that the im-
plementation of the Affordable Care 
Act, (widely known as “Obama Care”) 
is at the beginning of the process and 
remains a work in progress. They also 
agreed that coordination of health 

care will benefi t both providers and 
consumers.

Moerdler, a member of the Board of 
Trustees at SBH Health System, spoke 
about the anxieties that patients share.  

* * *

Leading endocrinology researcher 
and clinician Yaron Tomer, M.D., has 
been named professor and university 
chair of the Department of Medicine at 
Montefi ore Health System and Al-

bert Einstein College of Medicine. 
Dr. Tomer, who is joining Montefi ore-
Einstein from the Icahn School of Medi-
cine at Mount Sinai, will assume his po-
sition on March 1, 2016.  

Dr. Tomer previously served as vice 
chair for Research; division chief of En-
docrinology, Diabetes and Bone Dis-
ease, and held the Lillian and Henry M. 
Stratton Professor of Molecular Medi-
cine at Mount Sinai. As division chief, 
Dr. Tomer oversaw a major expansion 
of the clinical and research operations 
in endocrinology; a new pituitary clini-
cal and research center; the only adre-
nal center in New York City; and a new 
program for medical management and 

obesity.
 Dr. Tomer is a world-renowned re-

searcher with a robust, NIH-funded lab-
oratory. His research team has focused 
on the immunogenetic, epigenetic, and 
environmental mechanisms causing 
thyroid autoimmunity and type 1 dia-
betes.

 Dr. Tomer is author of more than 
170 manuscripts and chapters, and has 
served on the editorial boards of sev-
eral journals, including Endocrinology, 
The Journal of Clinical Endocrinology 
& Metabolism, Autoimmune Reviews, 
and Thyroid.  He is a member of the 
American Society for Clinical Inves-
tigation and a Fellow of the American 
College of Physicians, as well as of the 
American College of Endocrinology. 
He is the recipient of several national 
awards, including the American Thy-
roid Association’s highest honor, the 
Van Meter Award.

 Born and raised in Israel, Dr. Tomer 
received his M.D. degree from the Sack-
ler School of Medicine, his medical 
residency at Sheba Medical Center, Is-
rael, and his endocrinology training at 
Mount Sinai.

* * * 

The ability to discover the inner 
workings of cancerous tumors is incum-
bent upon a scientist’s understanding of 
tumor pathophysiology and is essential 
for identifying novel targets for therapy. 
Montefi ore Einstein Center for Can-

cer Care and the NCI-designated Albert 
Einstein Cancer Center announced re-
ceipt of The Ruth L. Kirschstein NRSA 
Institutional Research Training Grant 
(T32), “Training of Surgeons for Stud-
ies of the Tumor Microenvironment,” 
which provides $1.18 million in funding 
over fi ve years, to equip future surgeon-
scientists with the basic research back-
ground and clinical experience needed 
to succeed in the rapidly evolving scien-
tifi c fi eld.

 This new and highly competitive 
program is designed so that surgical 
residents in training spend two addi-
tional years in hands-on training as 
research fellows focused on the study 
of malignant tumors, the role of the im-
mune system in tumor growth inhibi-
tion and the identifi cation of emerging 
novel targets. The 15 faculty members 
guiding this training, both as educators 
and mentors, represent six clinical and 
four basic science departments. Partici-
pating research fellows are expected to 
submit at least two abstracts to national 
meetings and at least one original man-
uscript for peer review by the comple-
tion of their training.

 The trainees will participate in 
courses at Einstein that focus on the Re-
sponsible Conduct of Research, Quanti-
tative Skills for Biomedical Research, 

and a Grant Writing Seminar.
 The NCI grant award number to 

Montefi ore-Einstein is T32CA200561.
* * *

Archbishop Stepinac High School 
recently inducted 38 students into its 
National Honor Society chapter dur-
ing an induction ceremony held at the 
school’s Chapel of the Holy Spirit.

The NHS was created to recognize 
the nation’s outstanding high school 
students. Students are inducted into 
the NHS based on their high academic 
performance, their service to the school 
and community, their demonstrated 
leadership skills, and their good char-
acter. The Bronx honorees  are Chezare 
Bonilla and Zachary Peterson.

* * *

Pelham Art Center is offering cre-
ative adventures for children, teens and 
adults.  For budding builders, there’s 
Young Engineers with our new star 
instructor, Brooke O’Neill (she comes 
with rave reviews).   Learn STEM con-
cepts through digital art-making with 
Coding from Scratch, Create Your Own 
Book!, or Minecraft.  Creative Writing, 
classes will be for both children and 
adults.  

High School students may take any 
adult class.  Important for art students 
who want to build their portfolios for 
college, we’re offering High School Fig-
ure Drawing. 

 Designing and Painting on Glass in-
troduces adult students to the history 
and technique of traditional glass paint-
ing and allows them to craft their own 
extraordinary art pieces using only or-
dinary glassware, Thursdays: January 
14-March 17. 

Eleanor Miller’s adult Friday morn-
ing and afternoon Drawing and Paint-
ing classes are legendary and always 
full.  For information and registration 
go to Pelhamartcenter.org/education, 
or call (718) 738-2525, x111. 

* * *

The Mosholu Montefi ore Commu-

nity Center is a community resource 
that has helped improve the quality of 
life of Bronx residents for more than 75 
years. We serve individuals of all ages 
through free and affordable support, 
enrichment, education and recreation 
services at our centrally located facili-
ties. From programs for children, such 
as daycare and summer camp, to ser-
vices for senior citizens, such as senior 
center activities and daily hot lunches, 
MMCC provides broad and deep oppor-
tunities that open new possibilities to 
change the course of individual lives, 
strengthen families and reshape the 
greater community.

 For information about MMCC and 
their programs or to donate, call 718-
882-4000.

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

• Dr. Tomer Joins Montefiore Health System

• Mosholu Montefiore Community Center Services

• Pelham Art Center Offerings

St. Barnabas CEO participates in Affordable Care Act forum
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For Kids only!
Year-Round Nursery School

NEW YORK STATE LICENSED TEACHERS

CERTIFIED IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

LICENSED BY NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Call For Registration
718-823-8345

Come Visit Our school At
904 Morris Park Avenue

Serving the community for over 20 years



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 25-3134    BTR

Brain   

Cervical spine

Lumbar spine

Knee

Shoulder

High-field ‘MRI 

without walls’

15 minutes

15 minutes

19 minutes

20 minutes

15 minutes

Low-field Open or 

Standup MRI 

40 minutes

30 minutes

30 minutes

45 minutes

45 minutes

For an appointment call (718) 931-5620 or visit www.udmi.net  

Time is on your side at University Diagnostic Medical Imaging! Our latest generation in open “MRI Without 
Walls” provides high-field image quality in a completely open design which takes LESS time and collects 
MORE data than a low-field open or standup MRI. That means a more accurate diagnosis in half the time. Plus, 
our completely open design provides a better patient experience. Isn’t it time you changed your radiologist.   

Time for the ‘MRI Without Walls’

1200 Waters Place, Suite M108 • Bronx, NY 10461

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.
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HISPANIC HERITAGE FOUNDATION AWARD
Michevi Duffl art, a Preston High School senior, was one of 21 recipients to receive a gold 
award from The Hispanic Heritage Foundation. Duffl art was awarded $3,000 in scholarship 
funds to support her education at Manhattan College where she plans to pursue a degree 
in civil engineering. 

Michevi Duffl art (r), Preston High School was one of the New York Hispanic Heritage Youth 
Awards winners. Photo Courtesy of The Hispanic Heritage Foundation

B.J.’S WHOLESALE CLUB OPENS IN BORO
BJ’s Wholesale Club in the Bronx recently presented Part of the Solution, a Fordham food 
pantry, with over $1,000 shelf-stable side dishes, to help stock the non-profi ts food pantry 
during the holiday season. The donation included a variety of vegetables, pastas, rice, and 
fruit.

(l-r) Alek, general manager at the Bronx BJ’s; Taina Rodriguez, emergency food coordinator 
for POTS; Magdelene Boon, development associate at POTS, and Olga Murphy, operations 
manager at BJ’s. Photo courtesy of BJs

(Above) Borough President Diaz, Shorenstein, and this year’s championship team: the 
Kingsbridge Little Leauge Knights. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Diaz’s offi ce

Borough President Ruben Daiz, Jr. and Marissa Shorenstein, AT&T’s New York State presi-
dent, co-hosted a celebration for the little league teams who participated in this year’s 
Borough President’s Cup: Grand Slam Little League. This year’s champions were the Kings-
bridge Little League Knights.   The celebration at the Hard Rock Café at Yankee Stadium 
included players, their families and the coaches.

BOROUGH PRESIDENT’S CUP WINNERS

POLICE ATHLETIC LEAGUE HOLIDAY PARTY
Youngsters from the Police Athletic League centers throughout in the Bronx joined those 
from around the city at PAL’s annual holiday party on Saturday, December 12.  The party at 
PAL Harlem Center, was fi lled with arts and crafts, carnival games, gifts and holiday treats

(Above) PAL staff and children from the Bronx are all smiles as they celebrate the holidays 
with Frederick Watts, PAL’s executive director (back, c) at the party. 
 Photo courtesy of PAL/Luis Santana

HISPANIC NIGHT AT PROVIDENCE REST
Providence Rest hosted 
its fi rst Hispanic Night on 
Wednesday, December 2. 
Residents enjoyed spending 
the night with their families 
dancing and listening to 
live salsa band ‘Sabor de 
Ayer.’ Festive decorations 
lined the walls while fami-
lies and residents enjoyed 
a  homemade Puerto Rican 
meal of pernil and arroz 
con pollo. 

(Right) Two residents en-
joy the live salsa band Sa-
bor de Ayer.
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NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

JUMBO SHRIMP ON ICE 

(16-20 CT) 9.99 lb.

CLEAN SHRIMP (I.Q.F.) 2 lb. BAGS

MEDIUM SHRIMP  (51-60 CT)............7.99 lb.

LARGE SHRIMP  (31-40 CT)...............8.50 lb.

JUMBO SHRIMP  (21-25 CT)..............9.99 lb.

SUPER JUMBO  (15 CT)........................14.99 lb.

COOKED SHRIMP (I.Q.F.) 2 lb. BAGS

MEDIUM  (71-90 CT).............................9.99 lb.

LARGE  (31-40 CT)...............................12.50 lb.

JUMBO  (21-25 CT)..............................14.99 lb.

EXTRA JUMBO (16-20 CT).............17.50 lb.

We Take E.B.T. CARD
718-892-7798
Fax 718-892-7919

OYSTER BAY
IMITATION CRAB MEAT

2 1/2 LBS...........................9.99 each

TILAPIA FILET

(3-5 OZ).............................3.99 lb.

WHOLE COOKED CLAMS....3.99 

FRESH CLAMS.....................6.99 .

STUFFED CLAMS (9 PK).....5.99 

3  each

4  each

5  each 

6  each

7  each

8  each

BRAZIL LOBSTER TAILS

MUSSELS..........................................2.99 lb.

NEW ZEALAND GREEN SHELL MUSSELS  

2 LBS.................................................4.99 lb.

BACALAO (1 LB.BAG).................9.99 lb.

BACALAO SUPER JUMBO

SOAKED OR DRY............................12.99 lb.

JUMBO SNOW CRAB CLUSTER....12.99 lb.

KING CRAB (14-17 CT)..............19.99 lb.

KING CRAB LEGS (9-12 CT)...... 24.99 lb.

ANCHOVIES FLAT FILETS ... 12.99 

OCTOPUS
(4-6)..................................4.99 lb.

CALAMARI CLEANED
(5-8) 2 1/2 LBS.............12.99 each

JUMBO (8-12 CT)
4.4 LBS..................................19.99

CALAMARI CLEANED TUBE ONLY
JUMBO (8-12 CT)
2 1/2 LBS.........................14.99

FRESH
SEAFOOD
AVAILABLE
PLEASE ORDER FRESH FISH

24 HOURS IN ADVANCENEW YORKS LARGEST SELECTION

NOW TAKING HOLIDAY ORDERS - FREE DELIVERY
MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR

E-Z PEEL COOKED SHRIMP  (3  26-30 CT)............ 9.99 lb. 10.99 lb.

PREMIUM

SEAFOOD MIX

24.99

BABY

LOBSTER
TAILS

1.99 each

 40 CT WITH COCKTAIL SAUCE

SHRIMP
COCKTAIL

24.99

PREMIUM HANDPICKED

CRAB MEAT
WILD CAUGHT PASTURIZED

29.99 lb.

OPEN 

CLOSED

BUTCHER ON DUTY
7 DAYS A WEEK

ALL MEATS CUSTOM
CUT YOUR WAY
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NO ONE WAKES UP IN THE MORNING 
EXPECTING TO BE THE VICTIM OF A 

But if the unthinkable happens, Crime Victims Support Services of the North Bronx 
is here to help innocent victims of crime and abuse and help their families 

rebuild their lives and move forward.
 

Our services include, but are not limited to:
Assistance fi ling state compensation claims, case follow-up, domestic violence advocacy, 

homicide support group, fi nancial assistance with funeral costs, emergency lock
replacement and crisis counseling.

If you are the victim of a crime, contact us at Crime Victims Support Services of
the North Bronx, so you don’t have to go through it alone.

We can help you navigate the criminal justice system to get the help you need.

All of our services are free and confi dential.
Call for Information:  (718) 823-4925

HELPING
CRIME

VICTIMS

C V S S 
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EXTRAVAGANZA!

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Injections

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST LASER TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer 
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

LAZER HAIR  
“REMOVAL”  

EXTRAVAGANZA
Call us for our 

winter specials!
TRADE THE RAZOR FOR THE LAZER!

Free consultation. Limited time offer.

GIFT
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal 

Electrolysis    

Botox   

Fillers  

 hCG Weight Loss Program

Hormone Replacement Therapy

Chemical Peels

 Skin Tightening

BEFORE

AFTER

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert Graziosa 
has been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led many 
patients to live 
more happy and 
healthy lives.

B
E

FO
R

E
A

F
TE

R

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

3611A East Tremont Ave. 
Bronx, NY

347-281-5576

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start hCG  
Weight Loss Program

LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 
20–40 lb. LIGHTER

LOSE  
½–2 lb. PER DAY
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Do people save dogs 
or is it the other way 
around?

That’s the question posed 
by the Broadway comedy “Syl-
via,” starring Matthew Brod-
erick as a disengaged middle-
aged New Yorker who falls in 
love with a very human dog — 
so human that she is played by 
the talking, sniffi ng, adorable 
Annaleigh Ashford. But the 
who-saves-who question was 
also posed after a performance 
of the show last week, to an au-
dience of dog fans.

On stage were Broderick, 
co-star Robert Sella, and two 
dog experts: Rachel McPher-
son, founder and executive di-
rector of the New York-based 
Good Dog Foundation, which 
has 1,000 trained therapy dogs 
volunteering in the tri-state 
area, and Dr. Laurie Santos, 
founder of Yale’s Canine Cog-
nition Laboratory. Yes, they 
are studying doggie thinking 
at Yale.

“How many of you stuck 
around tonight because you 
have a canine at home?” San-
tos asked the audience. “How 
many of you fi nd yourself won-
dering what’s going on inside 

his or her head? Do they love 
me? Do they care about me?”

The audience laughed a lit-
tle self-consciously. 

Good news, the professor 
reported: Our dogs do love us. 
In fact, when they look into 
our eyes, they are bathed in 
as much love as we are. 

“Scientists have learned 
that part of the bonding that 
allows us to bond with a dog 
is the same thing that helps us 
bond with our babies,” Santos 
said. 

Babies are fi lled with 
what is colloquially called 
the “love hormone” or “cud-
dle hormone.” It fl oods their 
brain, and as we look at them, 
it fl oods our brains too. When 
researchers examined dogs’ 
urine after this same kind 
of gazing-into-their-owners’ 
eyes, they found the love hor-
mone in it, too. Studies of wolf 
urine did not show the same 
thing. Somehow, dogs evolved 
to transmit and receive the 
same love signals as human 
babies, and beguile us the 
same way. 

This bond is so intense that 
the Good Dog Foundation har-
nesses it to help people who are 

lonely, scared or hurting. 
“We work with lots of pa-

tients in hospitals, rehab units, 
nursing homes,” said McPher-
son, who has run the program 
for 18 years. 

One time, early on, she and 
her dog were helping a man 
who’d been paralyzed on his 
right side by a stroke. 

“He could not get his body 
to move,” she recalls. But when 

her dog jumped into his lap, 
the man would desperately try 
to throw the ball. 

This was back before the 
rehab unit was completely 
thrilled with the idea of hav-
ing a dog around. But as the 
patient began to get his move-
ment back, says McPherson, 
“The doctor was amazed at the 
results.” He became a big sup-
porter of the Good Dog Foun-
dation.

Schools are signing up, too, 
to help students with every-
thing from autism to dyslexia, 
as well as other learning and 
emotional issues. 

“We work with the kids one-
on-one because they become 
so stressed out in the class-
room that they can’t read,” 
says McPherson. “But then 
they read to the dogs and it’s 
amazing. They feel very com-
fortable. And what’s phenom-
enal is that when the dog and 
the child are in a space, read-
ing, the child becomes ‘cool’ to 
the other kids. They say, ‘Can 
we go read to the dog?’ So what 
was a negative becomes a posi-
tive, and the kid’s reading re-
ally does improve.”

A recent study at Mt. Sinai 

Beth Israel here in New York 
scientifi cally proved another 
benefi t to human-dog interac-
tion: Chemo compliance.

The study involved 42 pa-
tients undergoing six weeks of 
chemotherapy and radiation 
for head and neck cancers. The 
protocol is grueling. Many of 
the patients get very sick and 
can’t eat. Some have trouble 
talking. But over the course 
of their treatment, with a lov-
ing dog at their side, their feel-
ings of emotional and social 
wellbeing actually increased. 
Wrote one patient, “I would’ve 
stopped the treatment, but I 
wanted to come see the dog.”

In the play, Matthew Brod-
erick’s character is similarly 
saved by his love (graduating 
to obsession) with the dog he 
found: Sylva. But eventually 
his awaked soul goes on to re-
connect with his wife, a hu-
man played by Julie White. 

Dogs need humans, hu-
mans need dogs, and humans 
need humans, too. Call it a tail 
as old as time. 

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker and author and founder 
of the book and blog Free-Range 
Kids. 

TOM ALLON

Tom wants answers to his security questions

Animal instinct: yes, your dog loves you!

Since we’re living in a 
data-driven world, it’s 
time to gather around 

for Mayor Bill de Blasio’s mid-
term report card.

It’s halfway through the 
mayor’s four-year term. First 
terms are notoriously hard, 
but since this is the big time, 
there’s no grading on a curve 
for the earnest, progressive 
mayor.

Like many sophomores, the 
mayor was very distracted at 
times in his second year. He 
took a number of out-of-state 
and foreign trips, including 
one to the Vatican to genufl ect 
to the new lefty Pope. 

He spent way too much time 
anointing himself the national 
voice for progressive politics, 
even unsuccessfully trying to 
host a debate in Iowa for Presi-
dential candidates. Unfortu-
nately for Bill, both the GOP 
and Democratic candidates 
had no interest, and this gran-
diose idea dropped like a lead 
balloon. 

A quick note on the mayor’s 
behavior: He doesn’t play very 
well in the sandbox with oth-
ers. This is hurting his agenda 
and could undermine his ef-
forts. He is constantly bicker-

ing with Governor Andrew 
Cuomo and that is a fi ght the 
normally genial Mayor will 
never win. His slow motion 
endorsement of Hillary pissed 
off his one-time boss, the likely 
Democratic presidential nomi-
nee.

The only people who hold 
a grudge longer than An-
drew Cuomo are Bill and Hil-
lary Clinton. Not smart, Mr. 
Mayor.

So, we’ll give him a “D” for 
distraction on the all-impor-
tant “Focus” grade. And an “F” 
for “Knows how to win friends 
and infl uence people.”

Now, for the major subjects:

Crime 101: B. The smart-
est thing the mayor did was 
appointing Bill Bratton police 
commissioner. Bratton is the 
Babe Ruth of crime fi ghting 
(Is Ray Kelly the Lou Gehrig?) 
and he has managed to keep 
crime at record lows, reduce 
stop-and-frisk dramatically 
and also shielded the bum-
bling mayor from an angry 
police force which feels un-
der respected and underpaid. 
But (isn’t there always a but?) 
murder is up this year for the 
fi rst time in awhile, the home-

less have become more menac-
ing and the general perception 
of New Yorkers is that things 
may be backsliding.

Affordable Housing 421A: 
C. The mayor gets an “A” for 
effort but, as Will-Ferrell-as-
George-W.-Bush used to say, 
he gets a “D” for “strategery.” 
The cornerstone of the mayor’s 
agenda, 200,000 new units of af-
fordable housing, is in serious 
jeopardy because he is about to 
lose a fi ght with the governor 
which will result in the expira-
tion of the 421-A tax abatement 
program that gave develop-
ers incentive to build below-
market-rate housing. Equally 
damaging is the mayor’s 
bungled rezoning rollout that 
is being pummeled by com-
munity boards and borough 
presidents. This will mean the 
mayor’s usual City Council al-
lies will be boxed in and could 
abandon de Blasio. That’s a big 
potential miss.

Solving the Homeless 

Crisis: D. This may be his 
honor’s Waterloo. He ignored 
the screaming headlines in the 
tabloids about the rising tide 
of street homeless last sum-
mer before deciding to clean 
house and start all over again. 

Losing Deputy Mayor Lilliam 
Barrios-Paoli was a canary-in-
a-coal-mine moment. Once she 
abandoned the sinking cruise 
liner and left the mayor with 
former activist Steve Banks to 
try to right the ship, we should 
have known this problem was 
worse than anyone thought. 
The recent announcement of a 
“Homestat” outreach program 
sounds good in theory, but in 
life it is all about execution. 
So we’ll stay tuned to see if the 
mayor can turn around this 
vexing problem.

Education Reform and 

Testing 1-2-3: B. Last year’s 
good news was the creation of 
universal pre-K for more than 
60,000 youngsters. This year, 
the effi cacy of some of these 
schools has come into question. 
But give the mayor extra credit 
for getting this off the ground. 
Otherwise, he has been too si-
lent on the botched implemen-
tation of Common Core and 
on the rapidly growing test 
opt-out movement. Nothing in-
novative is really going on yet 
and there have only been a few 
mild victories — like the plan 
to step up computer instruc-
tion at every grade level.

All in all, Mayor de Blasio’s 

second year in offi ce was a very 
mixed bag. His bumpy ride has 
been refl ected in his sagging 
approval rating in every poll. 
But now that he is entering 
his junior year, there’s plenty 
of time to get that grade aver-
age up before facing the voters 
again in 2017.

Class dismissed.
Tom Allon, the President of 

City & State, NY, was a candi-
date for Mayor in the last elec-
tion cycle. He can be reached at 
tallon@cityandstateny.com.

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Lenore Skenazy
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VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland

2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 

and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org

920 Allerton Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10469 
(718) 654-0500 
FarengaBrosFuneralHome.com 

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS 
The taste of this victory 

was sweet — and boozy!
Hundreds of tasters from 

across the five boroughs 
gathered inside Brooklyn 
Borough Hall on Friday 
night to sip coquito — an 
eggnog-esque Puerto Rican 
holiday drink — and crown 
the tastiest cup in the entire 
city. 

The reigning queen said 
she was pleased as punch 
when her brew came out on 
top.

“I got so emotional,” said 
Bronx resident Rosemary 
Colon, who got a huge tro-
phy and a hug from Brook-

Bronxite wins citywide coquito contest
lyn Borough President Eric 
Adams as she was named 
winner of the 12th annual 
Coquito Masters competi-
tion. “Tears came out, I’m so 
happy.”

Colon learned the craft 
of great coquito — tradition-
ally made with rum, coconut 
milk, cinnamon, and nut-
meg — from watching her 
mother and grandmother, 
and has been stirring up her 
own special concoction for 
two years.

But she never thought her 
homemade mix would hold 
up in a panel until she en-
tered one of the competition’s 
seven qualifying rounds on a 

whim and won — and found 
herself up against the other 
winners in the Borough Hall 
rotunda.

The qualifying rounds 
kicked off on November 6 
and spanned the boroughs of 
Manhattan, Brooklyn, and 
the Bronx. Kings County 
hosted the final showdown 
for the first time this year.

Many of the ingredients 
stay a classic constant for 
coquito makers, but some of 
the masters threw in their 
own secret ingredients. 

Colon wouldn’t share her 
special recipe, but was will-
ing to dish on her process 
— you have to make it with 

love, while accompanied 
by Puerto Rican music, she 
said.

“That really helps me and 
gives me the spirit to do it 
even better,” she said.

The participants in the contest with Brooklyn Borough President Eric Ad-
ams and some tasty mixtures of coquito. Photo by Louise Wateridge

From page 4

traveled straight to Wall 
Street. Ultimately, the lines 
fell out of favor because of 
low ridership, Clynes said.

With ferries being reintro-
duced, he said, the agency is 
“sitting on a gold mine” with 

New York City EDC plans East River Soundview Ferry
the opportunity to reinstate 
Yankee Stadium service, as 
well

According to the EDC’s 
2013 study of proposed city-
wide ferry service, the East 
90th and East 62nd Street 
landings were good loca-
tions because of the nearby 

population density, limited 
transit options, and travel 
habits.

Proponents of citywide 
ferry service, like the Wa-
terfront Alliance’s president 
and CEO Roland Lewis, said 
that using the alternative 
‘blue highway’ has a host of 

benefi ts.
Lewis, whose organiza-

tion advocates for more fer-
ries, said the citywide ser-
vice wouldn’t be a cure for 
the current overcrowded 
transit options, but that it 
would alleviate some of the 
pressure.

While the agency is fo-
cused on pushing through 
the current route proposals, 
it indicated there could be 
future opportunities to add 
other landing locations. 

For now, the agency is in 
the process of selecting an 
operator by early 2016.
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BY KENNY AGOSTO   
You Are Not Alone

During our fi nal meet-
ing of 2015 on Thursday, De-
cember  10, your friendly 
neighborhood Bronx  Park 
East Community Associa-
tion  joined forces with Sui-
cide Prevention Institute of 
the Bronx to help combat the 
holiday blues. Brett Scud-
der from SPI was our guest 
speaker who came armed 
with a treasure trove of much 
needed information. Accord-
ing to the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention, in 
2013, 41,149 suicides were re-
ported, making suicide the 
top 10 leading cause of death 
for Americans, which means 
a human life in America was 
destroyed by suicide once ev-
ery 12.8 minutes.

Some of the warning signs 
of suicide can include:

 • Showing signs of depres-
sion, like ongoing sadness, 
withdrawal from others, los-
ing interest in favorite activ-
ities, or trouble sleeping or 
eating

• Talking about or show-
ing an interest in death or 
dying

• Engaging in dangerous 
or harmful activities, includ-
ing reckless behavior, sub-
stance abuse, or self injury

• Giving away favorite pos-
sessions and saying goodbye 
to people

• Saying or expressing 
that they can’t handle things 
anymore

• Making comments that 
things would be better with-
out them

• Lesbian, gay, bi, trans-
gender, and questioning 
teenagers counts for 40% of 
homeless youth in NYC were 
8 times more likely to report 
having attempted suicide 
and 6 times more likely to 
report high levels of depres-

sion compared with peers 
from families that reported 
no or low levels of family re-
jection.

• LGBTQ youth who re-
ported higher levels of family 
rejection during adolescence 
are three times more likely 
to commit suicide.

For more information 
contact the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline 24/7 at: 
(800) 273-8255 or via web at 
www.suicidepreventionlife-
line.org

 B-PECA Coat Drive Etc.

B-PECA also concluded 
our two-month long coat 
drive in collaboration with 
NY Cares.  We thank all who 
gave. Our treasurer, Donal 
Holway drove us to the 4-9 
Precinct house to deliver fi ve 
boxes of community generos-
ity for those without a warm 
coat or clothes. To all who 
contributed we say “Thank 
you!”  

We closed out the meeting 
an hour early to enjoy our 
holiday pot luck dinner, sing 
holiday carols and  just en-
joyed each other’s company. 
Thank you Team B-PECA’s 
Donal Holway, Grace Lava-
glio, Evelyn Hernandez, Car-
men Figueroa, Christine Co-
fi eld, Nelson Gonzalez and 
Christine Liantonio for your 
generous culinary contri-
butions. It was all very deli-
cious.

In Memoriam    

This month in memoriam, 
we remember the 14 innocent 
men and women from San 
Bernadino, CA celebrating 
the holidays who were bru-
tally murdered by a terror-
ist couple. We stand with all 
the families and friends left 
behind. 

We also remember; Long 
time New York sportswriter 
and author Phil Pepe, 80, best 
known for his baseball col-

umns in various New York 
papers and his many books on 
the Bronx Bombers - the NY 
Yankees.  Founder of Islamic 
feminism and prolifi c author 
Fatema Merissi, 75. She was a 
Moroccan sociologist whose 
work included studies of the 
sexual politics of Islamic 
culture, penned a memoir of 
her childhood experiences 
of her childhood slavery in 
a domestic harem.  Mezzo so-
prano Mattiwilda Dobbs, 90. 
She was also the third Afri-
can-American to be principal 
at the Metropolitan Opera.  
World reknowned conductor 
Kurt Masur, 88, who trans-
formed the New York Phil-
harmonic.  Transgender star 
of the 1970s underground 
fi lms Holly Woodlawn, 69. 
She was immortalized in the 
1972 Lou Reed song ‘Walk on 
the Wildside’ and as muse to 
several Andy Warhol works 
of art.  Versatile NBA player 
John Williams, 53, the solid 
shooter and dogged defender 
also known as Hot Rod. He 
helped establish the modern 
version of free agency for the 
league.  Infl uential Japana-
mation artist Shigeru Mi-
zuki, 93, best known for his 
‘Kitaro Manga’ series the ad-
ventures of a one-eyed ghost 
boy.  TV actress Rose Sig-
gins, 43, from sacral agenesis 
a genetic disorder. She was 
best known for her work as 
Legless Suzie  on ‘American 
Horror Story: Freak Show.’  
Multiple Grammy Award 
winning producer and song-
writer to the stars Luigi Cre-
atore, 93. He and his cousin 
Hugo Peretti created hits for 

Elvis Presley (‘Wild Coun-
try’ and ‘Can’t Help Falling 
in Love,’), Sam Cooke, Perry 
Como and was responsible 
for such hits; Little Peggy 
March’s ‘I Will Follow Him,’ 
the Chain Gang’s ‘Twistn’ 
the Night Away,’ the Tokens’ 
‘The Lion Sleeps Tonight’ and 
Van McCoy’s disco hit ‘The 
Hustle.’  Stage, screen, and 
TV  actress Majorie Lord, 97, 
best known for her role of the 
matriarch Kathy Williams 
on ‘Make Room for Daddy’ 
opposite  Danny Thomas.  
Rugged but versatile TV and 
screen actor Robert Loggia, 
85, best known for his roles 
as a drug lord in ‘Scarface’ 
and the chairman of the joint 
chiefs of staff to the president 
in ‘Independence Day.’  And, 
last but not least, prolifi c 
TV and screen actor Harry 
Morgan, 96, Harry best 
known for playing the acer-
bic but kindly Colonel Sher-
man Potter on the long run-
ning Emmy Award winning 
TV series ‘M*A*S*H’ and as 
Joe Friday’s straight laced 
sidekick, L.A. detective Bill 
Gannon on TV’s ‘Dragnet.’ 
May all of their souls Rest In 
Peace…

Well Wishes

We take this holiday mo-
ment to share our thoughts 
and prayers for our neigh-
bors who are  struggling 
with their health. Pelham 
Parkway activist and former 
Democratic district leader 
Miriam Schwartz; former 
Bronx deputy commissioner 
Joseph Ramos; Bronx lawyer 
and activist Ramon Jimenez; 
Bronx senior activists Marjo-
rie Ritzer, Madeline Harvey, 
Bronx gal Toni Ross Reyes, 
Bronx senior and Kenny’s 
aunt ‘Titi’ Mary Roman.  We 
wish the very best of health 
and happiness. 
Join Team B-PECA Today 

For four glorious years, 
the generous men, women 
and children of B PECA have 
waged war with litterers,  
vandals, gangbangers, and 
other criminal elements de-
termined to undermine and 
destroy our  neighborhoods.  
In that time, we have been 
able to stem the tide on ille-
gal graffi ti, gang tags,  ne-
glected trees and trash. 

Isn’t it a good idea for you 
to add your voice, hands, and 
feet to our great cause to save 
yours and by defi nition our 
neighborhoods? 

The pebble has been cast 
upon the great pond sending 
ripples throughout our com-
bined neighborhoods that 
make our great  Bronx Com-
munity. Please lend a hand, 
give a little elbow grease. We 
need your support. Come join 
B-PECA today.

As always if you have any 
questions, concerns, com-
ments, complaints and ideas 
please call/text chairman 
Raphael Schweizer at: (347) 
654-7044 or vice chair Kenny 
Agosto at (917) 378-5577 or  
via email at: BxParkEast@
gmail.com. You can also fol-
low us at: facebook.com /
bxparkeast or even still on 
instagram: @BronxParkEas-
tCommunity.

Happy Holidays 

As we bid you all a great 
big B-PECA Season’s Greet-
ings, please try to be mindful 
of your neighbors and lower 
your personal noise pollu-
tion footprint. 

Try to have a little more 
patience, compassion and tol-
erance when you are holiday 
shopping, or driving, or on 
line, let’s use the spirit of the 
holidays to love your neigh-
bor.   

Until next year, may all of 
your holiday and 2016 New 
Year’s wishes come true.

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
The Pub will be closed Fri-

day, Christmas Day. It’ll be 
opened on Saturday, Decem-
ber 26 at noon. I’ll be behind 
the stick on Friday, January 1 
at noon. See you all then.

Full time job opportunity  
at A1 Supplies Bronx, NY. for 
vets up to age 55. The position 
is counter clerk for hardware 
and home improvement ma-
terial. Contact Al Sedacca at 
(914) 374-9057 Monday-Satur-

day; 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Vets need furniture,  If you 

have usable furniture con-
tact Marion Koenig at mari-
on15koenig@gmail.com  The 
furniture will be distributed 
to vets starting new apart-
ments.

The Department of Correc-
tions is recruiting individu-
als to take the upcoming civil 
service exams for the position 
of correction offi cer. Contact 
Patrick Caruso at Community 
Board 10. PCaruso@cb.nyc.

gov
We here at 620 are still col-

lecting non-perishable food-
stuffs and good used men’s, 
woman’s and children’s cloth-
ing.  If we are closed, leave the 
donations at the Ericson Place 

entrance on the table inside 
the fence. Thanks in advance.

Nothing much doing except 
enjoy a safe holiday.

Trivia Time
The U. S. took title to Loui-

siana on December 20, 1860.
On the same date in 1860, 

South Carolina was the 
fi rst state to secede from the 
Union.

On the same date again, in 
1920, Middletown to Pelham 
Bay #6 IRT stations opened.

The Pilgrims landed at 

Plymouth Rock on December 
21, 1620.

On the same date 1988, 
Flight 103 blew up over Lock-
erbie, Scotland.

The Klu Klux Klan formed 
up on December 24, 1865. Bad 
people, Don’t like Italians!!

Kwanzaa was created by 
Maulana Karenga. This is a 
good holiday because it’s all 
about food.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch 
and God bless.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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Two Bronx Zoo herpetolo-
gists rescued an Indian cobra 
(Naja naja) which was a stow 
away on a container ship des-
tined for the APM Terminals 
at the Elizabeth-Port Author-
ity Marine Terminal in New 
Jersey. 

The approximately 18-inch 
long snake was found in poor 
condition, dehydrated, cold 
and exposed to oil residue in 
one of the cargo holds of the 
MV Maersk Sana. 

The cobra, which is a pro-
tected species, was taken to 
the Bronx Zoo where it is be-
ing treated by veterinarians. 
The snake’s condition has im-
proved since its arrival at the 
zoo. 

 Said Kevin Torregrosa, 
one of the two Bronx Zoo staff-
ers who rescued the animal, 
“When we located the snake 
deep below the deck of the con-
tainer ship, it was in very poor 
condition. We are cautiously 

optimistic regarding its re-
covery.” 

The ship was heading from 
Singapore to the United States 
when the crew discovered the 
cobra in the hold on Dec. 10th. 

 The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service contacted the Bronx 
Zoo on Monday, Dec. 14 to help 
remove the cobra from the 
ship when it reached its New 
Jersey destination. 

 Torregrosa responded 
to the request for help along 
with fellow herpetologist Avi 
Shuter.

 Once the ship docked, Tor-
regrosa and Shuter, equipped 
with snake tongs and hooks, 
a snake bag, headlamps, and 
antivenin, boarded the ves-
sel, descended eight stories be-
low the deck, and began their 
search where the highly ven-
omous snake was last seen by 
the crew.

 It took approximately half 
an hour to locate the cobra and 

it was placed in a snake bag, 
hoisted back to the deck and 
brought to the Bronx Zoo. Tor-
regrosa estimates the cobra is 
about one year old, and its sex 
is unknown at this time.

 The Indian cobra’s native 
range is Southern Asia, in-
cluding in India, Pakistan, 
Bhutan, Nepal and Sri Lanka. 
It can be found in urbanized 
and rural areas, as it preys on 
rodents. 

 “We have not yet deter-
mined if the cobra will re-
main at the zoo permanently” 
said Jim Breheny, Bronx Zoo 
Director and WCS Executive 
Vice President of the Zoos and 
Aquarium. “At present, the 
snake is in quarantine and 
under treatment at our wild-
life health center. Our main 
concern is to restore it to good 
health. We were happy to as-
sist the ship’s crew and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
with this rescue.”

Bronx Zoo rescues stowaway cobra

Rescued cobra.              Photo courtesy of Julie Larsen Maher © WCS

 The Bronx Zoo is occasion-
ally called upon by local and 
federal agencies to assist in 

situations with exotic wild-
life due to the expertise of its 
staff.

BY GENE DEFRANCIS 
This is our fi nal article 

for 2015. We thank the Bronx 
Times for giving us the oppor-
tunity to let us get our voice 
out to the public.

We thank our old com-
manders of the 49th Precinct. 
And thank our new com-
mander Captain Keith Walton. 
We have had some very good 
commanders but Captain Wal-
ton has been something spe-
cial and an added spark plug 
to the command. We offer our 
full support to him.

We thank our elected offi -
cials, especially Councilman 
Ritchie Torres and Assembly-
man Mark Gjonaj who have 
gone above and beyond the 
call of duty.

We thank our community 
board for their attention to 

details and getting more en-
gaged in our community.

Most importantly we want 
to thank our friends and neigh-
bors. Too long to list but many 
have stepped in and stepped 
up to make this community a 
stronger community.  Aller-
ton is no longer a forgotten 
neighborhood. And the best is 
yet to come.

As for a year in review we 
will start with our most recent 
event. We continued our an-
nual tradition of Santa at the 
Sanz. From 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. we 
handed out 200 candy canes, 
gave out a few gifts to the little 
ones, and raffl ed off a beauti-
ful live 6-foot Christmas tree. 
The weather was fi ne and the 
we managed to spread cheer 
in the community.

You’ll remember that we lit 

up our Christmas tree again 
on Bronxwood and Allerton 
avenues and brought back the 
holiday street lights, which we 
are proud to announce have 
been paid in full and thanks 
all the merchants who par-
ticipated. Look for the posters 
in their windows and support 
those merchants.

We also added a new mural 
to the avenue. Bruce Lee was 
honored for uniting a nation 
with his strength and inspi-
ration. And we arguably have 
the only and greatest Bruce 

Lee mural in the city and even 
New York state.

The Halloween festivi-
ties also continued this year. 
The Pumpkin Parade and the 
Pumpkin Carving event were 
again successful.

We started a Back-to-
School clean up to go with our 
Mothers Day clean up, Eas-
ter Bunny at the Sanz and ad-
dressed various sanitation 
and noise complaints.

Fixed some eye sores in the 
community and supported lo-
cal merchants in protecting 
them during the Bump Out 
construction on White Plains 
Road.

The year 2016 promises to 
be brighter and better. And 
we will highlight our plans 
for the next year in our next 
article.

We are so grateful for all 
the support and are excited to 
see what the new year brings. 
Remember to join our Face-
book page.

You are invited to attend 
our next meeting Tuesday, 
January 5 at 7:30 p.m., Sanz 
Banquet Hall, 815 Allerton Av-
enue. Light refreshments will 
be served.

We wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a happy an 
healthy New Year.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Yes, alert readers, I should 

have spelled it ‘passed’ away 
not past, but we will miss 
them anyway you spell it.

It’s never to late to send in 
your donations to the Com-
mander Joe Mazzariello 
Christmas Toy Drive, at P.O. 
Box 417, Bronx, NY 10465.  
Help keep Joe’s project alive 
and spread some cheer this 
holiday season to the less for-
tunate.

“Until they all come 
home.”  Sound familiar?  Re-
member Colleen and Aunt 
Cathy need you to remember 
to save items needed for the 
Support the Troops drive.  

We’ll let you know about 
the next ‘load-out’ and where 
to drop stuff off. 

Our next regular post 

meeting will be ringing in 
the new year on January 17, 
the 3rd Sunday at the Turner 
Club, 11 a.m. sharp, gathering 
at noon, following the meet-
ing.

On Sunday, February 7 at 
11 a.m., we will be hosting the 
Mass of the 4 Chaplains at St 
Benedict Church.  It is an offi -
cial Legion ceremony, please 
try to attend.

Until next time:  Remember 
the true meaning of Christ-
mas, leave something out for 
St. Nick and pray for Peace. 

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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Wave Hill presents the Hermès String Quartet
Recognized by The Wash-

ington Post as a “world-class 
quartet”, the acclaimed Her-
mès String Quartet opens the 
new year at Wave Hill with an 
afternoon of luminous music-
making in Armor Hall. 

The young Paris-based en-
semble has won many presti-
gious awards, including the 
2012 Young Concert Artists In-
ternational Auditions. 

At Wave Hill, a program of 
quartets by Ravel and Mozart 
highlights the Quartet’s in-
tense and colorful playing. 

Come early to enjoy a lei-
surely stroll through the 
breath-taking winter gardens 
and then settle in for an out-
standing performance, start-
ing at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Janu-
ary 10, at Armor Hall, W. 249th 
Street and Independence Ave-
nue.

Tickets are $28 for general 
admission, $15 child (ages 8 to 

18); Wave Hill members pay 
$22 adult, $12 child.

Subscriptions: Pick any 
four performances for a 15% 
discount

Purchase tickets online at 
www.wavehill.org or onsite at 
the Perkins Visitor Center. 

For additional informa-
tion, call (718) 549-3200, ext. 
251. Ticket prices include ad-
mission to the grounds.

The Performing Arts at 
Wave Hill are supported by 
the Cathy and Stephen Wein-
roth Commissioning Fund 
for the Arts. The buildings 
and grounds of Wave Hill 
are owned by the City of New 
York. Wave Hill’s operations 
are supported with public 
funds through the New York 
City Department of Cultural 
Affairs; the Zoos, Botani-
cal Gardens and Aquariums 
Grant Program administered 
by the New York State Of-

fi ce of Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation; the 
National Endowment for the 
Arts; the New York State De-
partment of Environmental 
Conservation; and New York 
State Council on the Arts with 
the support of Governor An-
drew M. Cuomo and the New 
York State Legislature.

A 28-acre public garden 
and cultural center overlook-
ing the Hudson River and Pal-
isades, Wave Hill’s mission is 
to celebrate the artistry and 
legacy of its gardens and land-
scapes, to preserve its mag-
nifi cent views, and to explore 
human connections to the nat-
ural world through programs 
in horticulture, education and 
the arts.

Wave Hill is open all year, 
Tuesday to Sunday and many 
major holidays: 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.  

Located only 30 minutes 

from midtown Manhattan, 
Wave Hill’s free shuttle van 
transports you to and from its 
front gate and Metro-North’s 
Riverdale station, the W. 242 
Street stop on the #1 subway 

line, and to and from its free 
offsite parking lot. Limited 
onsite parking is available for 
$8 per vehicle. Complete direc-
tions and shuttle van schedule 
at wavehill.org.

The Hermès String Quartet.              Photo courtesy of Jean Claude

Volunteer. Be a Big Apple Greeter
As a Big Apple Greeter, I get to show visitors where I grew up in the 
Bronx - up by Fordham Road – and places I love – like around Yankee 
Stadium and Arthur Avenue, the real “Little Italy” with great 
restaurants.

My visitors get a true view of New York. I get to hang out with terrific 
people and show off my city. Best of all, it’s free!

Support Big Apple Greeter
Go to www.bigapplegreeter.org #TrueBigApple

Mathew Dallas
Big Apple Greeter

Bronx

SHOW 
THE WORLD

NEW YORK’S 

TRUE 
CHARACTER

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Monday at 4 pm for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

• Kittay House Gallery By The Garden .............................51

• Bronx Zoo Offers Total ......................................................51

• Do You Remember - Herman Wauk ...............................52
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The Kittay Gallery by the Gar-

den, the exhibit space of Kittay House, 
the independent living residence for 
older adults that is part of Jewish 
Home Lifecare, announces its latest 
exhibition, Fine Art Photography: Se-
lected Works from the En Foco Per-
manent Collection. The show, which 
opened on Thursday, December 11, 
runs through Thursday, March 31, 
2016, and has been funded in part by a 
New York City Department for the Ag-
ing grant from Councilman Fernando 
Cabrera (District 14).

The show comprises work by nine 
Bronx photographers whose diverse 
nationalities are a microcosm of the 
borough’s cultural richness: Bonnie 
Portelance (Canada) - “Abyss,” from 
the series “Wavelengths of Light, 
2004-2008”;     Jaishri Abichandani 
(India) - “New York Tokyo,” from 
the series “Reconciliations”; Juan 
Sanchez (Puerto Rico) - “Abuelita 
(Grandma)”; Kunié Sugiura (Japan) 
- “Curds,” from the series “Notation 
from Nature”; Louis Carlos Bernal 
(USA) - “Saturday Night Del Rio Ball-
room”; Manuel Rivera-Ortíz (Cuba) - 
“Tobacco Harvesting Viñales, Cuba, 
2012”; Nestor Millán (Puerto Rico) 
- “Untitled,” from the series “Lejos y 
Cerca del Mar (Far and Near the Sea), 
1994-1995”;  Terry E. Boddie (Nevis) - 
“School Days,” from the Series “Resi-
due of Memory, 2000-2007”; and Valdir 
Cruz (Brazil) - “Salto Curucaca 1, 
Guarapava, Paraná, Brazil,” from the 
series “The Water’s Way”.

En Foco is headed by co-founders 
Bill Aguado and Frank Gimpaya, its 
chairperson. Aguado has founded and 
nurtured many Bronx institutions 
and recently retired from his role as 
executive director of the Bronx Coun-
cil on the Arts, which he led for more 
than 37 years.

 * * * 

Upcoming Wave Hill events:
Saturday, December 26; Sunday, 

Decembr 27: Family Art Project: Win-
ter Birdy Marionettes: Have you seen 
any downy woodpeckers, chickadees 
or eastern towhees lately? See which 
of these black and white winter birds 
can be spotted setting up house at 
Wave Hill this winter. We’ll make fun, 
birdy marionettes to dance or sing a 
tune in the Sarah and Geoffrey Gund 
Theater. Free, and admission to the 
grounds is free until noon. 

Sunday, December 27; SUNDAY, 
JANUARY 3: Garden & Conservatory 
Highlights Walk: Join in for an hour-
long tour of seasonal garden high-
lights. Free with admission to the 
grounds.

Saturday, January 2; SUNDAY, 
JANUARY 3: Family Art Projet: Cre-
ate Your Year—Hello 2016: Learn the 
meanings and signs represented by 
animals in the Chinese New Year cal-

endar and Spirit Animal teachings of 
Native Americans. Let’s see—what an-
imal will you be this year? Create your 
own animal or seasonal vision for the 
year at this signature Wave Hill pro-
gram and take home your very own 
hanging calendar. Free, and admis-
sion to the grounds is free until noon. 

Wave Hill is located at 675 West 
252nd Street. For more information 
call (718) 549-3200 ext. 232.

* * *

The Bronx Council on the Arts 
(BCA) and Longwood Arts Project 
@ Hostos Community College invite 
the community to BRONX:AFRICA, 
a four-month celebration of Africa 
and the Diaspora. BRONX:AFRICA 
will feature contemporary art across 
disciplines, along with special events 
around the Bronx and beyond, as well 
as events hosted by Program Ambas-
sadors to the exhibit. Exhibition and 
programs open on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 3, 2016, with an opening reception 
and will run through May 4, 2016.  The 
exhibit will also feature website dis-
plays and engagement activities. Visit 
bronxarts.org for evolving informa-
tion and share on #BronxAfrica. BCA 
will host two press previews on Feb-
ruary 2, 2016. RSVP to phil@bronx-
arts.org. 

Artists include:  In Gallery: Seyi 
Adebanjo, Laylah Amatullah Bar-
rayn, Howard Cash, Elvira Clay-
ton, Lisa DuBois, Nicky Enright, Ja-
net Goldner, Ijeoma Iheanacho, Imo 
Imeh, Hakim Inniss, Natasha John-
son, Ahmed Tijay Mohammed, Non-
tsikelelo Mutiti, Ibou Ndoye, Eric 
Orr, Eto Otitigbe, Thurston Ran-
dall, Ibrahima Thiam, Misra Walker 
and Tammy Wofsey. And Online dis-
plays by: Olaniyi Akindiya, Kenneth 
Anderson, Ray Felix and Osaretin 
Ugiagbe. Plus a number of public ac-
tivities throughout the borough will 
be incorporated with the show.

BRONX:AFRICA Opening Recep-
tion begins at 5 p.m. On February 3, 
2016, in conjunction with the Bronx 
Trolley First Wednesday Arts & Cul-
ture Tour, from 5 to 9 p.m. at the Long-
wood Art Gallery @ Hostos on the 
campus of Hostos Community Col-
lege, 450 Grand Concourse at 149th 
Street in Mott Haven. Admission is 
free and all are welcome. 

This exhibition is made possible 
with public funds from the National 
Endowment for the Arts, NYC De-
partment of Cultural Affairs, NYS 
Council on the Arts, Lambent Foun-
dation Fund of Tides Foundation, 
Lily Auchincloss Foundation, Inc., 
Hostos Center for the Arts & Culture, 
Congressman José E. Serrano, NYC 
Council Members Fernando Cabrera, 
Andrew Cohen, Melissa Mark-Viver-
ito, James Vacca, the Bronx Delega-
tion and BCA members

Kittay House Gallery by 
the Garden exhibition

SLIM FIT SUITS $79.99 • 3 FOR $200

QUEENS
163-18 Jamaica Ave.-Portabella
3056 Steinway St.-Portabella
164-08 Jamaica Ave.-Fino
3738 Junction Blvd.-Fino
Queens Center-Quails
Roosevelt Field Quails

NEW JERSEY
807 Broad St.-Portabella
Woodbridge Center-Quails
5516 Bergenline Ave-Quails
Freehold Raceway Mall-Quails
Livingston Mall-Quails

BROOKLYN
503 Nostrand Ave.-Portabella
320 Livingston-Portabella
1671 Pitkin Ave.-Portabella
5205 5th Ave.-Portabella
423 Knickerbocker Ave.-Portabella
294 Utica Ave.-Portabella
1555 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
851 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
552 Nostrand Ave.- Fino
366 Fulton St.-Portabella
5007 Church Ave.-Fino

BRONX
12-20 E. Fordham Rd.-Portabella
2887 3rd Ave.-Portabella
3449 Jerome Ave.-Portabella
2938 3rd Ave.-Fino
345 East Fordham Rd.-Fino
259 E. Fordham Rd.-Britches
645 E. Tremont Ave.-Portabella
1498 Parkchester Ave.-Portabella
Bay Plaza Shopping Center-Portabella
13 South 4th Ave.-Mount Vernon
1498 Metropolitan Ave.-Portabella
2168 Bartow Ave.-Portbella 

MANHATTAN
243 W. 125th St.-Portabella
617 W. 181 St.-Portabella
120 W. 125th St.-Fino
1405 St. Nicholas Ave.-Fino
Manhattan Mall-Portabella 

All merchandise not in all stores. All savings off value prices. While quantities last.
Sale ends January 1, 2016

portabellastores.com

THE LARGEST SELECTION IN NEW YORK

SHOES
$19.99     $29.99     $39.99

Dress • Casual • Driving • Tuxedo 

Driving • Boots • U.S. Polo • Clarks 

Stacy Adams • Phat Farm • Florsheim

SUITS $5999

WEDDING PARTIES
Boys. Big & Tall. Tuxedos.

BUY 1 SUIT
AT THE VALUE PRICE

GET 2 FREE
Or Buy 1 At Our Everday Low Price

 Value Everyday NOW!
New Slim Fit ........... $250 .......  $9999 ..........3 for $250
New Vested Suits .... $300 ......  $12999 ..........3 for $300
Luxury Wool ........... $425 ......  $15999 .......... 3 for $425

CALVIN KLEIN & LAUREN BY RALPH LAUREN COATS $99.99

JUST FOR NEW YEAR’S • DRESS SHOES $29.99

THE NEWESTTHE NEWEST
TUXEDOSTUXEDOS

$9999

VALUE $250

N
E

W
 Y

EA
R’S DOOR BU

S
T

E
R

T
H

E NEWEST COLO
R

S

NEW YEAR’S

SALE
SAVE UP TO

70% OFF
VALUE PRICES

DRESS SHIRT 
& TIE SETS
$24.99
$75 VALUE

OUTERWEAR
FROM

$19.99

SWEATERS
MANY MODELS

$9.99

BLAZERS
HOTTEST SLIM FIT STYLES

$39.99
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Herman Wauk, author, born and raised in Hunts Point
Herman Wouk was born on 

May 27, 1915 in the Hunts Point 
section of the Bronx to Russian 
immigrant Jews from Minsk.  
It was his maternal grandfa-
ther, a Hasidic rabbi from Be-
larus, however, who had the 
greatest infl uence on his life.  

It was from him that he de-
veloped a life-long love affair 
with Judaism and the Talmud, 
themes which would eventu-
ally work their way into some 
of his books.  He also came to 
appreciate Yiddish as a thought 
process rather than just a lan-
guage.   His life found fulfi ll-
ment in his religion.

 Wouk attended Townsend 
Harris High School from 1927 
to 1930 and then enrolled in Co-
lumbia College graduating in 
1934 at 20 years of age.  While at 
college he wrote for their school 
paper, the Spectator.  He also 
edited and wrote for their hu-
mor magazine, the Jester.  The 
experience served him well as 
he immediately found employ-
ment working as a radio script 
writer for David Freeman. Be-
tween 1936 and 1941 he did sim-
ilar work for Fred Allen.  Later 
in 1941 he wrote radio scripts 
promoting war bonds for the 
federal government. 

After Pearl Harbor was at-
tacked, he enlisted in the Navy 
and entered Offi cer’s Training 
School.  Upon graduation he 
was assigned to the destroyer 
minesweeper USS Zane before 
being transferred to the DMS 
USS Southard as Executive 
Offi cer. His war experiences 
aboard the ships also served as 
fodder for some of his most im-
portant novels.  

 He began writing his fi rst 
novel “Aurora Dawn” dur-
ing his off hours aboard ship.  
When the fi rst few chapters 
were completed, he shipped 
them to a friend stateside who 
called an editor he knew read-
ing him the work in progress.  
The response was almost im-
mediate with Wouk receiving a 
publisher’s contract by return 
mail while still aboard ship off 
the coast of Okinawa. 

 The book was an immedi-
ate success being chosen as 
a selection of the Book of the 
Month Club.  

 His next book, “City Boy,” 

published in 1948, did not fare 
as well but his writing career 
would prove to be a rousing 
success as in 1951 he penned 
another blockbuster.  “The 
Caine Mutiny” based on his ex-
periences in the Navy aboard a 
ship was published in 1951.  

It became a best seller and 
won a Pulitzer Prize.  It was 
later made into a movie with 
the neurotic Captain Queeg 
being played by Humphrey 
Bogart.  Most readers will re-
call the scene that had Bogart 
sitting at the witness stand 
rolling several ball bearings 
in his hand.  The idea came 
from Wouk’s recollection of 
a superior offi cer who was in 
the habit of rolling toothpicks 
around in his hand.     

 Fortunately Wouk kept me-
ticulous diaries which served 
his writing career well.  He re-
ferred to them often to check on 
details for his many books that 
might otherwise have been for-
gotten.  His works now appear 
in about thirty languages. He’s 

already told most of his war 
stories but certainly has a lot 
more to say, especially about 
Judaism.  All ninety volumes 
of his diary are now in the Li-
brary of Congress and I’m sure 
that he’ll have at least one more 
to add to that collection as he’s 
still writing.

 Among his best told war 

stories are “Winds of War” 
written in 1971 and “War and 
Remembrance” published in 
1978.  Both went on to become 
televised mini-series and Pu-
litzer Prize winners.  Robert 
Mitchum’s portrayal of “Pug” 
Henry is one we’ll all remem-
ber.  Herman Wouk is one au-
thor we’ll never forget.

Herman Wouk came from Hunts Point

REPRINTED FROM 12/29//2012
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock

http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377–4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall

(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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Did You Know?
That property owners and 
their insurance companies 
are responsible if you are 
injured by a dangerous
condition.

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
estar certificado se ofrece diario.
• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
• Electrocardiosram y filebotomia
• Auxiliar de Enfermeria
• �Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
• Assistimos en buscar trabajo

Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
Every course you need to be
certified is offered daily
• Home Health Aid
• EKG & Phlebotomy
•� CNA Course
•� Day and Evening Courses
• Experienced instructors
• Job assistance provided

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54
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“To serve as the head coach of Fordham, a 
program with a great tradition and outstanding 
recent success, is truly an honor.”
ANDREW BREINER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66

Truman
passes

Midwood

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
St. Raymond’s sophomores 

played beyond their years, al-
lowing their team to win  a 
game it wouldn’t have a sea-
son ago,

Second-year players Ter-
rence Trice and Dallas Wat-
son scored the Ravens fi nal 
four points in a 50-48 victory 
over division rival Iona Prep 
in CHSAA Class AA boys’ bas-
ketball in the Bronx on Dec. 
18. Watson, who scored seven 
points, put St. Ray’s up for 
good on a 15-foot jumper from 
the right elbow extended with 
22 seconds remaining. 

“It’s going in,” star point 
guard Isaiah Washington said 
he though in the moment. “I 
trust my sophomores.”

It was Watson’s only two 
points of the second half, but 
that didn’t discourage him 

from shooting with the game 
on the line. He’s confi dence is 
sky high in his third straight 
game starting because those 
around him believe in him.

“I know that the coach 
trusts men and knows I can 
shoot,” Watson said. “If I feel 
like it was a good shot I’m go-
ing to take the shot. It felt good. 
I knew it was going to go in.” 

St. Raymond (6-1) still had 
to survive one fi nal jumper 
from Gaels star Ty Jerome as 
time expired. The Virginia-
bound point guard got a good 
look from the top of the key, 
but his three-pointer rolled off 
the rim and the Ravens were 
able to celebrate. 

“I said a short quick prayer 
before he let it go,” St. Ray-
mond coach Jorge Lopez said. 

Jerome, who is averaging 
27 point per game, had just two 

after a 12-point fi rst quarter. It 
was Watson who drew the as-
signment of guarding him. He 
and St. Ray’s was able to wear 
Jerome down.

“The job was if anyone was 
going to beat us, let anybody 
else beat us,” Lopez said. 

They nearly did. 
Nick Brennan, Patrick 

Fleming and Gio Gabbidon 
each scored 11 points for the 
Gaels (4-2), who led 43-39 af-
ter three quarters. Last year 
St. Raymond, which trailed 
by a point at the half would 
have likely folded after that. 
Instead this group is older and 
more cohesive. Instead the Ra-
vens scored the fi rst six points 
of the fourth quarter. They 
tied the score on at 44 and 46 
in the fi nal 4:00 on the third 
3-pointer of the game from 
Washington (15 points) and 

bucket in the post from Sidney 
Wilson (12 points). Trice added 
eight points.

“Everyone is just playing 
together,” Washington said.

Consecutive threes by 
Fleming put Iona up 36-31 
with 3:33 to go in the third. It 
was part of an 11-2 run by the 
Gaels to end the frame. The 
defi cit would grow, but St. 
Raymond’s resolve didn’t di-
minish. Instead its youngest 
players hit the game’s biggest 
shots. 

“With the sophomore com-
ing in and impacting the game 
you hope that it just carried 
into the latter part of the sea-
son and into playoffs” Lopez 
said. “The veteran playoffs 
are enjoying winning with 
those guys.”

WATSON’S JUMPER SENDS 
RAVENS PAST IONA PREP

St. Rays’ sophomores shine in win over Gales

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Truman’s most high pro-

fi le players are guards Anie-
sha Lyons and Dyona Davis, 
but the one who could decide 
just how good the Mustangs 
will be could be forward Bri-
anna Alberga.

The senior turned in one of 
her best performances of the 
season in comfortable 74-56 
win over visiting Midwood in 
PSAL Class AA girls’ basket-
ball on Dec. 21. Alberga scored 
10 points and grabbed 15 re-
bounds, with fi ve coming in 
the game-sealing third-quar-
ter run. She was also a defen-
sive presence in the paint. 

“She was great tonight,” 
Davis said. “Fantastic.”

Alberga, who has had 20 
bounds in a game this year, 
led Truman’s rebounding 
dominance against the Hor-
nets (1-3). Maria Minaya added 
15 boards and Lyons had eight 
rebounds and 10 assists to go 
along with her 20 points. 

The Mustangs went on a 
14-4 run in the third by limit-
ing Midwood to one shot per 
possession on most occasions. 
It pushed a 10-point lead to 57-
37 with 1:56 to go in the quar-
ter. Niagara-bound guard Jai 
Moore and Abigail Weiss both 
had 16 points for Midwood.

Continued on Page 66

Truman forward Brianna Alberga 
scored 10 points and grabbed 15 
rebounds in a win over Midwood.  
 Photo by Robert Cole
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
It was nearly a pitch perfect girls’ 

soccer season in the Bronx as the bor-
ough’s teams were amongst the best 
in their leagues.

Bronx Science won its fi rst PSAL 
Class A title since 2012, but it was a 
very different road to the crown. The 
Wolverines lost three regular season 
games, including twice to Beacon. 
They pulled it all together in time to 
best their rivals 3-1 in the fi nal. Riv-
erdale/Kingsbridge fell a win shy of 
a perfect season, falling in the PSAL 
‘B’ championship match.

Horace Man won the Ivy League 
title and appeared to be the team to 
beat before injuries took their toll 
late in the year. Cardinal Spellman 
and Preston, both had strong seasons 
in new leagues the CHSAA. 

The great year made for plenty of 
great players. Here are the best of the 
best in the Bronx.   

ALL-BRONX PLAYER OF THE 
YEAR: SAMANTHA ROSETTE, 

RIVERDALE/KINGSBRIDGE
 Players of Rosette’s caliber are 

rare in New York City. The senior 
forward is an All-American who is 
headed to Virginia, the nation’s top-
ranked program last season. In her 
fi nal year in the fi ve boroughs she 
carried Riverdale/Kingsbridge to 
the PSAL Class B fi nal by scoring 53 
goals and dishing out eight assists. 

ALL-BRONX COACH OF THE 
YEAR: ANNIE ECKSTEIN, 

BRONX SCIENCE
 Eckstein continually had to re-

tool and tinker with this Bronx Sci-
ence team. It struggled at times in the 
regular season, losing three games. 
She got things right in the postsea-
son. The Wolverines gutted their way 
past Francis Lewis in the semifi nals 
and outplayed rival Beacon in the ti-
tle game for the school’s fi rst PSAL ‘A’ 
crown since 2012. 

FIRST TEAM
F JACINTA ADDO-BADU, 
CARDINAL SPELLMAN

The speedy striker remained the 
top scoring threat for the Pilots, who 
moved up to the CHSAA’s top divi-
sion. The junior used her ball skills 
and accurate shot to score a team-
leading 11 goals and dished out three 
assists. 

D ERIN BUSSEY, HORACE MANN
Horace Mann was one of the city 

top defensive teams – posting six shut-
outs in its fi rst nine games. Bussey, 
a senior sweeper, was the unit’s un-
questioned leader. Her speed, smarts 
and leadership, helped pull every-
thing together. 

 Bronx ranks tops in soccer
2015 ALL-BRONX

D/M ASHLEY CODNER, 
HORACE MANN

Codner was a versatile piece for 
Horace Mann, which claimed the 
Ivy League title. The senior was one 
of the team’s top defensive players at 
the stopper position. She also had the 
ability to move up and get into the of-
fensive mix and be a threat to score. 

M MAYA GREENFIELD, 
BRONX SCIENCE 

Greenfi eld returned after missing 
all last year with a torn ACL and was a 
difference maker. The senior midfi elder 
scored eight of her 19 goals in the post-
season and dished out 11 assists on the 
year. She scored the tying and winning 
goal to beat Francis Lewis in the semi-
fi nals.

M LEXIS HENRY, PRESTON  
Preston lost a ton of scoring with the 

gradation was a talented senior class. 
Henry helped pick up the slack to lead 
the Panthers to a strong season in the 
CHSAA’s Class A division. She posted 
10 goals and fi ve assists. 

M AMANDA KAHN, 
BRONX SCIENCE, SR. 

The senior midfi elder was the key 
cog to the Wolverines’ offense both as 

a scorer and a facilitator. Kahn scored 
seven goals and tallied 10 assists. Her 
most important helper came in the title 
game against Beacon that saw Bronx 
Science dominate the battle at midfi eld. 

GK JENNA KOLODNY, 
BRONX SCIENCE

Kolondny has come a long way dur-
ing her there years in net for Bronx 
Science. The junior went from timid 
freshman to a vocal and confi dence 
leader between the pipes. She allowed 
nine goals in 16 games and her ag-
gressive play helped keep Beacon at 
Bay in the fi nal.

D/M GABBY MAFFEZZOLI, 
RIVERDALE

The senior was a versatile piece, 
splitting time on defense and at mid-
fi eld for the Falcons. Her leadership, 
soccer savvv and vocal presence was 
critical to guiding a young Riverdale 
that improved leaps and bounds as 
the season went on. 

F SYDNEY RODRIGUEZ 
DEWITT CLINTON 

The junior forward upped her 
game and led the Governors to a 
bounce back season. Rodriguez 
scored 33 goals and dished out 11 as-

sists to help Dewitt Clinton place sec-
ond in the Bronx B division. 

 F/D LYDIA WEINER, 
BRONX SCIENCE

The senior was a talented striker 
all season for Bronx Science, scoring 
three goals and dishing out six assists. 
Her most important contribution came 
playing defense for the fi rst time since 
she was eight, helping to hold Beacon to 
just one goal in the fi nal.

HONORABLE MENTION 
F Natalie Aracena, 

Riverdale/Kingsbridge

M Rebecca D’Aloia, 

Cardinal Spellman 

GK Deliah Delgado. 

Riverdale/Kingsbridge

M Molly Fallek, Riverdale 

M Sophia Fikka, 

Horace Mann

F Romina Jara, Christopher 

Columbus

F Darlene Ovalles, Truman 

F Meleni Rahaman, 

Bronx Science 

M Lauren Schnepf, Preston 

M Sydney Watson, 

Horace Mann

Above: Annie Eckstein of Bronx Science is the 
All-Bronx Girls’ Soccer Coach of the Year for 
2015. Photo by Robert Cole

Left: Riverdale/Kingsbridge star Samantha Ro-
sette, a Virginia commit, is the All-Bronx Girls’ 
Soccer Player of the Year for 2015.  Photo by 
Joseph StaszewskI
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The SCA Varsity will get a chance 
to defend their national ranking at 
the Universal Cheerleading Associ-
ations’ (UCA) national competition 
in Orlando, Florida, February 6-7, 
2016.  The Varsity turned in a fi rst 
place performance at the Empire 
Regional Competition at Hofstra 
University on December 12th.  SCA 
competes in the Small Varsity Di-
vision and is ranked 3rd in the Na-
tion.

At the Empire Regional, the SCA 
Varsity was one of 22 teams. The 

fi rst place fi nish created an auto-
matic bid to the national competi-
tion. It is the 13th year in a row that 
the SCA has received a bid to Na-
tionals.

The Varsity will be joined by 
the JV cheerleading team who also 
placed fi rst in their division.

Coach Nicole Pennacchia Sallus-
tio said, “I am so proud of the accom-
plishments of the Varsity and JV 
cheerleading teams. I am optimistic 
that we will continue to bring home 
a top national ranking for SCA.”

SCA Cheerleaders 
Win Bid to Nationals

SCA Varsity and JV cheerleading teams

BY WINSTON DINKINS
The indoor season is off and 

running!  Velocity Track Club 
New York had a busy week-
end, especially the coaches.  
There were 4 meets this past 
weekend, the Colgate Women’s 
Games was on Friday, Satur-
day & Sunday, plus on Sunday, 
the Armory Youth Holiday 
Classic.  It is a blessing to have 
coaches to volunteer their 
time and give up their entire 
weekend to coach our athletes.  
Most people don’t realize how 
much work, time & funds it 
takes to run an elite track & 
fi eld program. 

 On Friday, December 18, 
our high school division com-
peted in the Colgate Women’s 
Games meet at Pratt Institute 
in Brooklyn NY.  The Colgate 
Women’s Games is the nation’s 
largest amateur track series 
open to all girls from elemen-
tary school through college 
and beyond. Competitors par-
ticipate in preliminary meets 
and a semi-fi nals to determine 
fi nalists who will compete 
for trophies and educational 
grants-in-aid from Colgate-
Palmolive Company. In the 

high school division, Domin-
ique Jackson earned points in 
the 200 and 400 meters dash.  

On Saturday, December 19, 
our middle school athletes:  Na-
riah Mathis earned points in 
the 55 and the 200 meter dash. 
Danielle Jackson earned points 
in the 200 meter dash. On Sun-

day, December 20th, our Ele-
mentary A & B athletes: Olivia 
Burrell earned points in the 55 
meters hurdles and Jada Clark 
in the 55 meter dash.  Great job 
ladies and hopefully more will 
join your in the point count at 
week 2. 

Also on Sunday, at the Ar-

mory Youth Holiday Classic.  
Our boys and the girls who 
wasn’t at the Colgate Wom-
en’s Games showed their tal-
ents.  Medals were given out 
to the top 3 athletes in the di-
vision, event / gender. Teams 
from throughout the tri-state 
were in attendance. VTC ath-

letes stood up with the best of 
them.  We were able to muscle 
up 10 medals (3 gold, 4 silver & 
2 bronzes).  The following ath-
letes’ medal: In the boys 9 & 10 
division, Dontae Lindo took 
1st in the 1 mile run. Jordan 
Ingram took 2nd in the high 
jump.  In the girls 13 & 14 divi-
sion, Nariah Mathis took 1st in 
the 55 meter dash and Shantae 
Leach took 3rd in the long jump.  
In the boys 11 & 12 age division, 
Kaseam Shand took 2nd in the 
shot put. In the boys 13 & 14 age 
division, Adrian Swift-Henry 
took 2nd in the triple jump and 
3rd in the 55 meter hurdles.  In 
the boys 15 & 16 division, Dar-
ius Gordon took 1st in the 800 
meters run.  In the boys 17 & 18 
division, Tyron Ingram took 
2nd in the long jump and 3rd in 
the 55 meter dash.  Great job to 
all that competed. 

Velocity Track Club New 
York is a 501C3 Non for profi t.  
100% of your donation will go 
to help our children.  For addi-
tional information, you can go 
to our web site Velocitytrack.
org or contact me, Coach Win-
ston Dinkins at (914) 441-6196 or 
email me at watclt@aol.com.  

Velocity Track Club New York at the Armory Youth Holiday Classic.

Velocity Track at holiday classic

Co-op City student athletes shines 
in the CHSAA (Catholic High School 
Athlete Association) track meets.  

On Saturday, December 19, Mon-
signor Scanlan High School Track 
& Field Team participated in the Ig-
natian Invitation at the Vince Lom-
bardi Center in the Bronx.  The meet 
was well organized, hosted by Ford-
ham Prep. CHSAA and PSAL (Public 
School Athletic League) schools par-

ticipated in this invitation, which may 
it hard to earn a medal.  Medals were 
given to the top fi ve athletes in their 
event / gender & division, plus the top 
10 in the shot put.  The events were 55 
meters hurdles, 1000 meter run, 600 
meter run, 300 meter run, 800 meter 
relay and shot put. 

Two young ladies from Co-op City 
on the Monsignor Scanlan’s Track 
Team represented the school well.  1st, 
Junior (11th grade) Alyah Lightboure 
ran her personal best in the girls 600 
meter race and took 3rd place earning 
her a bronze medal.  Alyah is known 
for her cross country races, so this was 
a plus for her to medal in a 600 meter 
race.  Freshman (9th grade) Jaelah 
Eargle is fl ying through the hurdles in 
the freshman division.  This is Jaelah 
2nd Gold Medal in the freshman 55 me-
ter hurdles.  After winning the 55 me-
ter hurdles, she ran the freshman 300 
meters dash and took 3rd place, earn-
ing her a bronze medal.  

Also, competing was Freshman 
Eden Lawrence, whom just started 
running this year.  Eden is showing 
great improvement.  He just missed 
earning a medal in the freshman 600 
meter race by less than two seconds. 

The next meet will be the 15th An-
nual Grinch Games on Sunday, De-
cember 27 at Fordham University 
Lombardi Center.

Scanlan Track earns medals 

Girls 4 x 200 relay team (l-r) Taitu Scott, 
Jaelah, Aylah and Margarita Pantoja.
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“The battle of the boards 
is what made it a 20-point 
game,” Truman coach John 
Burke said. 

Lyons strong fi nish to 
the second quarter helped 
put the Mustangs up 42-31 at 
halftime. Davis, who scored 
a game-high 27 points and 
hit fi ve 3-pointers, was sen-
sational in the third quarter. 
She hit two treys and con-
verted a coast-to-coast layup 
to the game-sealing stretch. 

“She always does that,” 
Alberga said. “She makes 
sure she is doing something 
to help the team out and help 
us win the game. If we are 
struggling she is going to be 
there to help pick us backup, 
as well as Aniesha.”

The victory has Truman 
off to a 7-1 start in league 
play. It is in second place in 
the division behind Fran-
cis Lewis, to which it lost 
to but just four points. The 
Mustangs still have to play 
last year’s fi nalist’s Grand 
Street and South Shore, but 
feel they have already estab-
lished themselves as one of 
the PSAL’s elite teams.

“I feel like we put Tru-

man back in the map,” Lyons 
said. “We are letting all these 
teams know the we are here 
and we are not going any-
where.”

That’s been the goal since 
being upset by Boys & Girls 

in the playoffs last year. This 
groups doesn’t want another 
promising season to end 
prematurely. If everything 
comes together this could 
special season.

“We have the chance to be 
exceptional this year,” Burke 
said. “It’s still a work in prog-
ress. The heart and the ef-
fort are there. It’s just get-
ting comfortable with each 
other.”  

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
The Fordham University 

football team is under the 
new management of a famil-
iar face.

The University promoted 
offensive coordinator Andrew 
Breiner to the head job on Dec 
17. The 31-year-old takes over 
for former coach Joe Moor-
head, who resigned to become 
the offensive coordinator at 
Penn State. Breiner served 
as Moorhead’s coordinator 
for the last four years and 
was a part of the program’s 
major turnaround in recent 
years. Fordham saw higher-
ing Breiner as a step toward 
continuing that success, espe-
cially on the offensive side of 
the ball.

“We believe that he is one 
of the bright young coaches 
who has done a great job guid-
ing the record-setting offense 
over the past four years,” 
Rams Athletic Director Dave 
Roach said in a press release. 
“He has been a big part of the 
program’s recent success and 
we are confi dent that Andrew 
will be able to maintain and 
build upon that success going 
forward. “

The Fordham offense un-

der Breiner ranked at the top 
of the NCAA FCS the past four 
years. The Rams led the Pa-
triot League and were ninth 
in the NCAA FCS in scoring. 
It averaged 36.8 points per 
game and were second in the 
NCAA FCS in passing effi -
ciency (168.30).

The unit set records in 2014 
en route to a Patriot League 
title. It set the school marks 
for rushing yards with 2,353 
and scoring with 569 points. 
Fordham also scored a pro-
gram-record 31 rushing touch-
downs. Freshman running 
back Chase Edmonds posted 
a record year of 1,838 rush-
ing yards with 23 touchdowns. 

Building off that has Briener 
excited to hit the ground run-
ning.

“I am extremely honored 
and excited to be selected as 
the next head Fordham foot-
ball coach,” he said. “To serve 
as the head coach at Fordham, 
a program with a great tradi-
tion and outstanding recent 
success, is truly an honor.”

Briener played a role in 
the Rams turnaround under 
Moorhead, who was a quarter-
back at Rose Hill in the 1990’s 
Fordham went 1-12 in 2011 be-
fore he took over. They posted 
a 12-2 mark in 2013 and went 
11-3 the next year along with 
winning a Patriot League 
championship in 2014. The 
Rams ended the year nation-
ally rank both season. Moor-
head went 38-13 overall dur-
ing his memorable time in the 
Bronx.

“It was an honor to be able 
to serve as the head coach at 
Fordham,” Moorhead said. 
“Not many coaches get to 
coach at their alma mater and 
Fordham is a special place. I 
will always be grateful to the 
school for giving me the op-
portunity to lead such a great 
group of student-athletes.”

Fordham promotes
Briener to head coach

“Not many coaches 
get to coach at their 

alma mater and 
Fordham is a special 
place. I will always be 

grateful...”

Offensive coordinator Andrew Breiner was named the new head football coach at Fordam University.  
 Fordham Athletics

from Page 63

Truman passes Midwood

Truman’s Aneisha Lyons, who scored 20 points, attempts to drive past 
Midwood’s Lydia Burns.  Photo by Robert Cole

“I feel like we put 
Truman back in the 
map. We are letting 

all these teams 
know that we are 

here and we are not 
going anywhere.”

For Hyper-local news 
visit us at 

www.bxtimes.com



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 25-31 67  BTR

ing with the community to saying 
goodbye to an old friend.  

“We will all miss an old friend but 
we look forward to the coming of a new 
City Island Bridge which, I am sure, 
will serve us well,” he said. 

Vacca said that while the classic 
look of the current City Island Bridge 
will be missed, he is looking forward 
to the new bridge. 

Barbara Dolensek, CICA vice presi-
dent  led the fi ght to change the bridge’s 
design from a cable-stayed bridge to a 

Temporary bridge closes gap; City Islanders bid farewell to old span

A cross section of the community with Polly Trottenberg, city DOT commissioner; Constance 
Moran, Bronx DOT commissioner; representatives from Congressman Joseph Crowley and 
Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.; Senator Jeff Klein; Assemblyman Michael Benedetto and 
Councilman James Vacca during a last walk and ride across the now closed City Island 
Bridge on Friday, December 18. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

From page 1

causeway design. 
Dolensek was a plaintiff in a law-

suit to block the earlier design which 
has since been dropped. 

“We fought City Hall and they gave 
into us eventually,” she said, adding 
“The commissioner did everything 
she could to make this project accept-
able.” 

Gerard ‘Skip’ Giacco, CICC presi-
dent, said that the new bridge was part 
of the ‘natural evolution’ of the com-
munity. 

“The bridge is 114 years old and it is 

time to replace it, he said. “I am very 
happy with the design that they chose 
to replace it with.” 

The closure of the old bridge can 
be a sad moment because it is a piece 
of the island’s history that is going to 
change, said John Doyle, CICA corre-

sponding secretary. 
The CICC’s City Island Land Ferry 

was used for a fi nal trip for those who 
wanted to or needed to ride across the 
bridge, said Giacco. 

Tutor Perini is the lead contractor 
on the project. 

A walk across the now closed bridge was arranged by DOT on Friday, December 18. For those 
who wanted or needed to ride, the City Island Chamber’s City Island Land Ferry shuttle was 
available. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Crowded fi eld prepares for upcoming District 17 special election
From page 1

all thought it would be a great idea.”  
Russell calls del Carmen Arroyo “a 

friend” and has worked with her in the 
past while she was on city council.  

If he were to win the coveted seat,  
Russell says he would focus on eco-
nomic development and education. 

“Our children need to come out of 
our educational system and be able to 
compete with anyone in the world” he 
said. 

Russell founded ‘Back In Stride’ 
Ministry, which helps ex-offenders es-
tablish their own businesses and be-
lieves strongly in assisting those re-
leased from prison to fi nd for a job. 

“You can’t ostracize people for-
ever,” said Russell “ That’s how people 
end up back in jail.” 

Of his campaign, Russell says he is 

currently in the process of putting to-
gether a ‘small army’  of people to take 
on what he calls a sprint of a race. 

“I have to catch up and then sur-
pass” said Russell, “This is a hundred 
yard dash.” 

Another contender is community 
activist Julio Pabon, who ran for the 
seat in 2013 and consequently lost to 
Arroyo.

Pabon is co-founder of the South 
Bronx Congress as well as co-founder 
of the South Bronx Community Asso-
ciation.   

“The scariest thing is developers 
seeing the south Bronx as a gold mine. 
There’s a surge of people looking for 
homes in the Bronx, change is inevi-
table, it’s going to happen, but when 
you get developers that don’t care at all 
about the community, that’s my con-
cern,” said Pabon, “I would like to see 
developers appeal not only to the com-
munity board but also to the commu-
nity via public forums.” 

However, according to Pabon, the 
biggest issue facing the council dis-
trict is education. 

“I’m not in jail even though I grew 
up in poverty, and the reason I’m not a 
statistic is because I was able to stay in 
school,” he said. 

Human Resources Administration 
director of business development An-
thony Sanchez, who says he has had 

a passion for helping people his entire 
life, is also interested in the seat. 

“There are people living their whole 
lives in the south Bronx, and now they 
are being displaced by gentrifi cation,” 
said Sanchez. 

 Arroyo’s current chief of staff 
Joann Otero has announced that she 
will run for the position as she was al-
ready planning to run for the spot in 
2017.  

The district director for Congress-

man Jose Serrano, Amanda Septimo, 
who at 24 would be the youngest coun-
cil member in the city if elected,  has 
also announced her candidacy. 

According to sources Kolaco Ac-
qui, Helen Foreman-Hines, Israel Mar-
tinez, and Audrey Dejesus are also in 
the running.

Councilmatic District 17 includes 
Hunts Point,  Mott Haven, Melrose, 
and Longwood.

Our children need 
to come out of our 

education system and 
be able to compete with 

anyone in the world.
Rev. Dr. Loren Russell

Anthony Sanchez 
 Photo Courtesy of Anthony Sanchez

Dr. Rev. Loren Russell 
 Photo Courtesy of Dr. Rev. Loren Russell
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260 East 188th Street (at Valentine Ave)
Monday - Friday  3pm-9pm / Sat & Sun 10am-6pm

718.618.8365
470 East Fordham Rd (at Washington Ave)

Monday-Friday  3pm-7pm

718.960.3804
2021 Grand Concourse (at E. Burnside Ave)

Monday-Friday  3pm-8pm / Sat & Sun 10am-6pm

718.960.3805

Walk-In After Hours Medical Care for the Entire Family
  

� Quality walk-in medical care without an appointment.
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