
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Department of Transpor-

tation will open the long awaited 
temporary bridge in the east 
Bronx after testing its resiliency. 

The agency announced that its 
contractors would open a tempo-
rary bridge to City Island to ve-
hicular traffi c at 1 a.m. on Friday, 
December 18. The opening of the 
artery will allow for the removal 
and replacement of the existing 
City Island Bridge. 

The opening of the bridge, 
which will become the island’s 
only link by road to Pelham Bay 
Park and the mainland, had been 
delayed because of a particularly 
harsh winter and a collapse of 

part of the structure in Septem-
ber. 

DOT will use the weight of 
fi retrucks to test the temporary 
bridge’s strength on Wednesday, 
December 16 before it is opened 
to traffi c, said Barbara Dolensek, 
City Island Civic Association vice 
president. 

“I think everyone is really 
concerned…because the trucks, 
especially 18-wheelers, are going 
to have trouble making the sharp 
turns (on to and off the temporary 
bridge),” said Dolensek shortly 
before bridge stress test. 

Another community concern 
is access to Bridge Street for cars 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN 
AND ROBERT WIRSING

In a holidayseason based 
around families coming together, 
a massive fi re has left many with-
out a home.

According to a FDNY spokes-
man, fi refi ghters received a call 
for a report of a structural fi re at 
2086 Valentine Avenue on Thurs-
day, December 10 at 11:42 p.m. 
which spread to eight nearby 
three-story townhouses before be-
ing brought  under control.

Firefi ghters were able to gain 
control of the raging six-alarm 
inferno by Friday, December 11 at 
3:04 a.m. 

Once the smoke cleared, a total 
of nine houses were signifi cantly 
damaged by the late night/early 
morning tragedy.

Fire offi cials reported six of 
the wooden frame houses suffered 
fi re damage, mostly on the second 
and third fl oors, while three sus-
tained heavy smoke and FDNY ac-
tivity damage. 

At the time of the incident, all 
residents living in townhouses on 
the east side of Valentine Avenue 
between 180th and 181st streets 
were evacuated.

“This fi re was massive and it 
spread very quickly,” said Dr. Bola 
Omotosho, Community Board 
5’s chairman, who was a fi rst re-
sponder and helped the block’s 
residents during the evacuation 
along with CB5’s district manager 
Xavier Rodriguez. 

“It was a very unfortunate sce-
nario - and I would like to thank 
the FDNY and the other fi rst re-
sponders who were at the site and 
risked their own safety to help the 
cause and assist those who were 
in danger,” he said.

Omotosho, who held a meeting 
with Rodriguez, CB5 and the 46th 
Precinct the following day, said 
that some of the displaced fami-

BY MADELINE ANTHONY 
AND ROBERT WIRSING

A local priest has resigned fol-
lowing allegations that he was 
serving a much different master.

A joint lawsuit fi led by parish-
ioners of St. Frances de Chantal 
and St. Frances Xavier Cabrini on 
Roosevelt Island, claims that par-
ish pastor Fr. Peter Miqueli stole 
nearly a million dollars in collec-
tion plate donations since 2003 
which was allegedly used to pay 
for drugs and for sexually deviant 
acts with a male prostitute named 
Keith Crist.

The suit against Fr. Miqueli al-
leges he engaged in sexual bond-
age with his sex master Crist who 
would force Fr. Miqueli to drink 
his urine.

Fr. Miqueli spent $60,000 in 
2012 for illicit and prescription 
drugs which he partook in with 
Crist; purchased a $264,000 home 
in Brick, New Jersey and paid 
$1,075.50 a month for his Crist’s 
East Harlem apartment, it fur-
ther alleges.  

Parishoners clapped when a 
letter announcing Fr. Miqueli’s 
resignation as St. Frances de 
Chantal’s pastor was read before 
the congregation during 5 p.m. 
Mass on Saturday, December 12.

In the letter, Fr. Miqueli main-
tained his innocence against the 
accusations, but felt his continued 
presence at St. Frances de Chan-
tal would prove too distracting to 
the congregation during the Ad-
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DEVIANT PRIEST RESIGNS
FROM ST. FRANCES

Parishoners’ lawsuit exposes 
Pastor’s lewd behavior

Valentine Ave. 
blaze destroys 

8 homes

Throggs Neck Welcomes Santa
Assemblyman Michael Benedetto and the Throggs Neck Merchants Asso-
ciation hosted the annual Throggs Neck Christmas Tree Lighting and Toy 
Giveaway on Sunday, December 6. The holiday tradition at DeRosa O’Boyle 
Triangle featured a visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus and gifts for the com-
munity children which were donated by the merchants.  St. Benedict’s 
chorus sang Christmas carols, and Lehman High School volunteers helped 
set up the event, which was coordinated by Assemblyman Benedetto’s 
offi ce. 

(Above) Hunter Carmody enjoyes the company of Mr. and Mrs. Santa 
Claus.

City Island temp bridge to open
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A new NYC Parks ini-

tiative’s ultimate effect 
may have may have both 
positive and negative ef-
fects for neighborhoods 
and parks in the Bronx.

Last month, NYC Parks 
commissioner Mitchell J. 
Silver launched the new 
design concept for ‘Parks 
Without Borders’, a $50 
million initiative that 
will focus on improving 
park entrances, edges and 
spaces adjacent to parks, 
particularly where parks 
and neighborhoods bor-
der each other.

The initiative, which 
will extend parks into 
communities, open sight 
lines, adjust gates and 
add furnishings outside 
a parks’ traditional bor-
ders, launched a survey 
for community members 
to nominate any neigh-
borhood park to receive 
design suggestions.

As a result, eight parks 
in the city will be recon-
structed and redesigned 

using the principles and 
structure from the ‘Parks 
Without Borders’ initia-
tive. 

The survey’s criteria is 
based on parks near high 
pedestrian traffi cked ar-
eas, parks with narrow, 
gated or inconvenient en-
trances and access points, 
areas lacking street trees 
or greenery along park 
edges, parks with high 
fences that block eye level 
view in and out of parks 
as well as parks with 
empty space surrounding 
the outside areas.

Despite encouraging 
the recreation of park ar-
eas, the effects of the ini-
tiative may not be all posi-
tive.

“We are tentatively 
considering Ferry Point 
Park West as a selection 
for the (Parks Without 
Borders) initiative - it’s a 
big park that needs a lot of 
work and sees pedestrian 
traffi c on a regular ba-
sis,” said Ken Kearns, dis-
trict manager of Commu-

nity Board 10. “However, 
when it comes to smaller 
parks in this district, 
such as Waterbury Park, 
which has issues such as 
drug dealing, the initia-
tive may not apply or be 
purposeful for certain 
parks because it encour-
ages more pedestrian ac-
tivity.”

Other community lead-
ers are also aware of the 
potential consequences 
but welcome the initia-
tive for parks in their dis-
trict.

“Parks should be open 
spaces and have easier ac-
cess - because park space 
in this small district is ex-
tremely limited,” said Dr. 
Bola Omotosho, chairman 
for Community Board 5, 
who mentioned that the 
community board intends 
to nominate Galileo and 
Morton playgrounds as 
well as Inwood Park for 
the initiative. 

“I believe the initiative 
can revitalize this com-
munity, but when it comes 

to park issues, especially 
after dusk, we will stay 
alert and deal with these 
situations when they 
come up,” he said.

Parks Without Bor-

ders’ park nominations 
will be accepted until 
February 28, 2016, when 
eight of the strongest can-
didates will be selected 
and announced in spring 

2016.
For more information 

on the nominating pro-
cess for the Parks With-
out Borders initiative, 
visit nyc.gov/parks.

New parks initiative’s effect unclear

Community forums for ‘Parks Without Borders’. Photo courtesy of Malcolm Pinckney / NYC Parks



w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

3
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

 D
e

c
e

m
b

e
r

 2
0

, 2
0

1
5

   

1001 CITTY ISLLANDD AVEENUE | BBRROONNNXXX, NNYYY 110004466644 || TTEELLEEPPHHHOONNNEE:: 334477--668800--338865 | EMAAIL: SCCAVEELLOPP@AOOOL.COM

PRESENTS

SPECIAL GUEST DJ
CHRIS NAVATTA | NON-STOP ENTERTAINMENT

Give your valentine  
the gift of freestyle

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12 | STARTS 9PM
ENTRANCE $125 INDIVIDUAL

GROUPS OF 8 OR MORE DISCOUNTED RATES

FOUR COURSE SIT DOWN DINNER
UNLIMITED BEER AND HOUSE WINE

718-885-2570

PERFORMING LIVE

“It’s a ‘HIT.” No pun intended!” FOX TV

“It’s guaranteed to give you more laughs… 
This is actually funny!” DAILY NEWS

Forget a date, bring an alibi!

Friday, January 8th, 8pm
Interactive Comedy Murder Mystery Show 

with a 4-course Dinner, Unlimited Wine, 
Dancing and a Show!

$90 per ticket
To buy tickers, call 718-885-2570

or email scavellop@aol.com
*A small convenience fee will be charge to all tickets to cover  

the tax and service.
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vent season. 
In addition, Fr. Miqueli 

said he was cooperating 
with investigators, look-
ing forward to his ultimate 
vindication and hopes to re-
sume his ministry.

Joseph Zwilling, Arch-
diocese of New York’s Offi ce 
of Communications direc-
tor, said the Archdiocese is 
investigating these allega-
tions and is conducting an 
on-going forensic audit of 
St. Frances de Chantal.

Zwilling added the Arch-
diocese has not yet found 
anything to validate the al-
legations raised against Fr. 
Miqueli.

Prior to his assignment 
to the Throggs Neck parish, 
Fr. Miqueli served as pas-
tor for St. Frances Xavier 
Cabrini from 2003 until 
2012.

The Throggs Neck par-
ish’s congregation was not 
surprised by the allega-
tions.

Jack McCarrick, a life-
long St. Frances de Chan-
tal parishioner, said Fr. 
Miqueli’s personality 
became more apparent 
shortly after his appoint-
ment, which he described 
as “bossy, infl exible and of-
ten absent.”

“I observed a man with 
no people skills, who was 
unorganized and very thin-
skinned,” said McCarrick. 
“He was someone who did 
not want to deal with his 
fl ock and seemed to have 
a personal vendetta with a 
few parishioners.”

McCarrick said Fr. 
Miqueli once threatened to 
shut down the parish coun-
cil last year and forbade 
most of the council’s mem-
bers from their annual tra-
dition of selling Christmas 
cards inside the parish at 
weekend Masses with the 
exception of the council’s 
president and treasurer.

Parishioners noted Fr. 
Miqueli did not follow the 
proper cash donation han-

dling procedures as he 
would have unsealed bags 
of donated money sitting 
outside of his rectory offi ce 
while on vacation.  

A concerned parishio-
ner who wished to remain 
anonymous said shortly 
after Fr. Miqueli came to 
St. Frances de Chantal, he 
fi red everyone from the 
rectory and appointed two 
trustees, Theresa Schirnos, 
a St. Frances de Chantal pa-
rishioner and Dr. Delores 
Ruth Perez, who was from 
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini.

The parishioner also 
said Crist was prominently 
seen around St. Frances’s 
rectory offi ce following Fr. 
Miqueli’s appointment and 
that Crist was allegedly 
going to be tapped as the 
church manager.

Parishioners said a few 
members of the congrega-
tion discovered Crist did 
not pass the Archdiocese’s 
Safe Environment Program 
which ensures the safety of 
children and young adults 
entrusted into the care of 
parishes, schools, religious 
education classes and other 

programs.  
Janeen Ruzzi, a parish-

ioner since 2005, said she 
would see Crist sometimes 
around the school and the 
church. 

Ruzzi added she was 
informed to call the Arch-
diocese to report if she saw 
Crist at the school, rectory 
or church for unspecifi ed 
reasons.

Peggy McKeegan, a pa-
rishioner for over 50 years, 
who had diffi culty believ-
ing the accusations at fi rst, 
said it appears “people 
higher up appear to be cov-
ering for him.”

“There’s a split in the 
parish and it’s bleeding 
parishioners,” said McK-
eegan. “Fr. Miqueli was 
unavailable so often and 
though people tried to 
reach out to him in friend-
ship, he didn’t return the 
favor.”

No successor for Fr. 
Miqueli has yet been 
named, but St. Frances de 
Chantal’s faithful hope the 
next pastor “is fi nancially 
transparent and a holy per-
son.”

Deviant priest resigns from St. Frances

St. Frances de Chantal’s rectory where Fr. Peter Miqueli’s offi ce 
was located. Community News Group / Robert Wirsing

from Page 1

Valentine Ave. blaze destroys eight 
homes, tears 29 families apart

The devastation from last Thursday’s fi re on Valentine Avenue could be seen far and wide. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

lies had to sleep in MTA 
buses and others in the 46th 
Precinct on the night of the 
occurrence.

In total, nine injuries 
were reported by the FDNY 
- which included three civil-
ians and six fi re fi ghters, 
who sustained minor inju-
ries. There were no fatali-
ties.

Last week’s fi re caused 
the displacement of approx-
imately 29 families con-
sisting of 74 adults and 15 
children, according to the 
FDNY, who also confi rmed 
that the fi re was the result 
of the careless disposal of a 
cigarette.

Michael de Vulpil-
lieres, American Red Cross 
Greater NY Region commu-
nications offi cer, said the 

American Red Cross met 
with about 90 victims last 
Thursday and registered 29 
families for assistance.

He added 20 families 
consisting of 51 people were 
provided temporary hous-
ing at hotels located in Man-
hattan and in the Bronx.

“The remaining dis-
placed families have self-
relocated and are currently 
staying with family and 
friends following this inci-
dent,” said Nancy Silvestri, 
New York City Emergency 
Management Department’s 
press secretary.

In addition to providing 
the victims with shelter, the 
American Red Cross has 
also provided them with 
emergency funds to help 
them get through these next 
few days.

NYC EMD added the 
American Red Cross is 
working with the New York 
City Housing Preservation 
and Development Depart-
ment to help determine 
how to best match these 
families’ long-term living 
needs.

The American Red 
Cross and HPD are help-
ing to connect these fam-
ilies with community 
agencies and local elected 
offi cials such as Council-
man Ritchie Torres, Sena-
tor Gustavo Rivera and 
Assemblyman Victor Pich-
ardo for assistance.

“Ninety percent of the 
American Red Cross’ work-
force are volunteers who 
gave their time and service 
to aid these displaced fami-
lies,” de Vulpillieres said.

from Page 1
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Pawn Your Jewelry
Need instant cash but don’t want to sell it? Th en PAWN IT!

Get Instant CASH NOW, then you can Re-buy it!
It’s a great option when you need CASH NOW!

Jewelry Sales

718.931.1932

Can Trust!

WE SELL

SILVER
10 AND

100 OZ BARS

WE SELLSILVER10 AND100 OZ BARS
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Holiday Hours
Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Thurs. and Fri. 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Open Sundays 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

1063 Morris Park Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461718-829-5815

Celebrating  35 Years



B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
   

D
e

c
e

m
b

e
r

 2
0

, 2
0

1
5

   
  8

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

TH
E 

LA
TE

ST
 B

R
O

N
X

 S
PO

RT
S 

SC
O

R
ES

TOP BRONX NEWS STORIES

C
LA

SSIFIED
S FO

R
 TH

E B
R

O
N

X

www.bxtimes.com

The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.

     
    

   
   

   
   

   
   

  Y
OU

R N
EIGHBORHOOD - YOUR NEW

S ®

The ASPCA® (The American Soci-
ety for the Prevention of Cruelty to Ani-
mals®) recently honored 10 offi cers from 
the New York City Police Department 
and one assistant district attorney for 
their outstanding efforts to support ani-
mal cruelty victims through the NYPD/
ASPCA Partnership.

The offi cers and attorney were pre-
sented with appreciation awards at a 
special luncheon held at the ASPCA’s 
Adoption Center. All honorees were 
intricately involved in the facilitation 
of the partnership and played critical 
roles in the enforcement, investigation 
and prosecution of animal cruelty and 
neglect cases over the last two years.

“This partnership could not have 
achieved such incredible success with-
out the hard work and expertise of these 
eleven people,” said Howard Lawrence, 
vice president, ASPCA Anti-Cruelty 
Group. “Their dedication to improv-
ing the lives of New York City’s most 
vulnerable animals is inspiring. The 
ASPCA and all the animals who were 
given a second chance are thankful for 
their continued effort and support.”

The honorees were: 

Sergeant Amber Cafaro, Patrol 
Borough Manhattan South; Sergeant 
Tim Cecchini, 75th Precinct; Captain 
Frank DiGiacomo, Commanding Offi-
cer, 78th Precinct;; Police Officer Dan-
iel Gasperetti, 103rd Precinct; Assis-
tant District Attorney Jane Grinberg, 
Richmond County (Staten Island); De-
tective Michael Interdonati, 75th Pre-
cinct Detective Squad; Police Officer 
Christopher Murphy, 109th Precinct ; 
Police Officer Susan Panico, 32nd Pre-
cinct; Detective Nicholas Salvitti, Ani-
mal Cruelty Investigation Squad; and 
Police Officer Dawn Sprague of the 
Bronx’ 44th Precinct. 

Officer Sprague is being recognized 
for her continued assistance with ani-
mal abuse cases in the 44th Precinct. 
In early 2015, she was integral in as-
sisting the ASPCA in the removal of 
numerous cats from a hoarding situ-
ation. She also recently provided cru-
cial assistance in tracking down and 
arresting an individual who had been 
witnessed repeatedly kicking a dog in 
a brutal attack. Officer Sprague not 
only helped facilitate the arrest, but 
worked with the district attorney’s of-

fice to obtain a search warrant to go 
back and seize the abused dog.

In January 2014, the NYPD and 
ASPCA launched a citywide partner-
ship in which the NYPD takes the lead 
role in responding to all animal cru-
elty complaints in the five boroughs, 
and the ASPCA provides direct care 
support for the victims and conducts 
police training and forensic analysis. 
The partnership has broken records, 
with animal cruelty arrests and ani-
mals treated numbers increasing by 
nearly 200 percent in the first year.

Founded in 1866, the ASPCA® is the 

first animal welfare organization in 
North America and serves as the na-
tion’s leading voice for animals. More 
than two million supporters strong, 
the ASPCA’s mission is to provide ef-
fective means for the prevention of 
cruelty to animals throughout the 
United States. As a 501(c)(3) not-for-
profit corporation, the ASPCA is a na-
tional leader in the areas of anti-cru-
elty, community outreach and animal 
health services. For more information, 
visit www.ASPCA.org, and be sure to 
follow the ASPCA on Facebook, Twit-
ter, and Instagram.

ASPCA honors 44th 
Precinct offi cer

Police Offi cer Dawn Sprague, of the 44th Precinct, accepts her award from the ASPCA.  
 Photo courtesy of ASPCA



BY ROBERT WIRSING
Community leaders have 

started a petition calling for 
the relocation of a proposed 
P.S. 71 annex to a more ap-
propiate site. 

Drafted by the Pelham 
Bay Taxpayers and Civic 
Association, the petition to 
the New York City Housing 
Authority, School Construc-
tion Authority and New 
York City Department of 
Education asks the agencies 
to reconsider locating a pro-
posed 270-seat early learn-
ing facility away from Con-
tinental Avenue, East 197th 
Street and Hutchinson River 
Parkway Service Road.

Instead, the petition pro-
poses to have the annex re-
located to a NYCHA owned  
property located behind the 
Middletown Plaza Apart-
ment Building located at 
3033 Middletown Road.

Michele Torrioni, 
PBTCA president, explained 
the property the petition is 
eyeing is a grassy area lo-

cated behind the senior res-
idence.

According to Torrioni, 
P.S. 71 presently houses 
over 1,700 K through 8th 
grade students this aca-
demic year. 

The idea was suggested 
at last month’s public hear-
ing held by Community 
Board 10 and Community 
Education Council District 
8, however SCA offi cials 
said NYCHA was not open 
to giving up their land and 
did not wish to entertain 
further discussion on the 
subject.

Torrioni hopes this peti-
tion will make NYCHA re-
consider. 

“Having the proposed an-
nex located at this property 
would be benefi cial to the 
school as well as its families 
and students,” she said. “It’s 
more convenient for parents 
and children because par-
ents can drop their children 
off at one location and not 
have to race from one facil-

ity to the other.”
She added that 76 sup-

porters have signed the peti-
tion which needs 100 signa-
tures to reach its goal.

PBTCA will then mail it 
to NYCHA and SCA with the 

hopes both will further dis-
cuss the proposal.

She cited P.S. 14 and P.S. 
83 as examples of schools 
that have or in the case of 
P.S. 14 will have annexes 
constructed on their school 

grounds and hopes NY-
CHA and SCA will con-
sider doing the same for 
P.S. 71.

Torrioni explained the 
original site at Continen-
tal Avenue “problematic” 
due to vehicular speeding 
off the Hutchinson River 
Parkway 3E exit to reach 
I-95 North or Bruckner 
Boulevard, parking issues 
and the lack of future ex-
pansion options.  

Community Board 10 
voted its disapproval of the 
SCA-proposed P.S. 71 annex 
during last month’s meet-
ing and the board mailed 
SCA a letter expressing 
their concerns and sug-
gestions for improving the 
current proposal.

The board’s decision 
was based on the belief the 

proposed annex wasn’t large 
enough to accommodate the 
projected increase in stu-
dent population by the year 
2018, the high traffi c volume 
near the planned facility 

and the site placing enor-
mous pressure on the sur-
rounding community.

NYCHA and SCA did not 
return requests for com-
ment before press time. 

If interested in signing 
this petition, visit www.
change.org/p/new-york-
city-housing-authority-new-
york-city-housing-author-
ity-new-york-city-school-
construction-authority-
new-york-city-department-
of-education-nycha-donate-
excess-land-to-help-pelham-
bay-s-overcrowded-schools.

Torrioni said anyone 
without computer or In-
ternet access can contact 
PBTCA at (718) 409-1345 to 
sign the petition. 

Another petition was 
also circulated demanding 
that the city move the an-
nex into the Pelham Grand 
on Pelham Parkway South 
and St. Paul Avenue. That 
property is currently be-
ing used for supportive 
housing. 
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A petition sent to NYCHA and the School Construction Authority 
asks the agencies to consider siting the proposed P.S. 71 annex on a 
NYCHA-owned property located behind 3033 Middletown Road. 
 Photo courtesy of Pelham Bay Taxpayers and Civic Association

P.S. 71 Annex petition suggests better site

BY MADELINE ANTHONY 
A new supportive housing proj-

ect aimed to support low-income 
families and the mentally ill is 
currently under construction in 
the south Bronx as part of Mayor 
de Blasio’s plan Housing New 
York.  Developed by Unique Peo-
ple’s Services, a non-profi t which 
aims to assist the disabled and 
those who have been unjustly dis-
criminated against,.

‘Lynn’s Place’, named after the 
founder of UPS agency, seeks to 
address the dire need for afford-
able housing. 

Forty-two units of the 69 avail-
able will be se aside  for  formerly 
homeless individuals who have 
had a history of mental illness. 

The residents must meet spe-
cifi c criteria and will be referred 
by the Department of Homeless 
Services and the NYS Offi ce of 
Mental Health. 

The remaining 27 units will 
go to low-income individuals and 
families who earn less than 60 per-
cent of the area median income, 
meaning individuals who earn 
no more than $36,300 and families 
of three who earn no more than 
$46,620. 

Juliet Pierre-Antoine, deputy 
press secretary at NYC Depart-
ment of Housing Preservation and 
Development says the need for 
affordable and supportive hous-
ing in the city is huge, citing a 
recent report by the Corporation 
for Supportive Housing, which 
found “thousands and thousands 
of units needed”.

Yvette Brissett-Andre, execu-
tive director and CEO of UPS, has 
been working to fi nance this proj-
ect for years and affectionately 
refers to Lynn’s Place as her “fi ve-
year baby”. 

After purchasing the land with 
fi nances from the Corporation for 
Supportive Housing, Brissett-An-
dre went to the NYC Department 
of Housing Preservation and De-
velopment with a proposal and re-
ceived $9.1 million in city capital. 

The development also received 
$3 million from the Community 
Preservation Corporation in the 
form of a SONYMA-insured NY-
CRS permanent loan and $73,200 
from the New York State Energy 
Research and Development Au-
thority. 

After aquiring the funds and 
receving tax credits, Brissett-An-

dre found that she and UPS were 
still short a cool $1.8 million. She 
then applied to the bureau presi-
dent, to councilwoman Arroyo’s 
offi ce, and to the City Council 
Speaker’s offi ce.  

Melissa Mark-Viverito, the 
Speaker and head of City Council, 
worked to provide the gap fi nances. 
“She was highly committed and 
instrumental to the project” said 
Brissett-Andre of Mark-Viverito, 
“without her support it could not 
have gone through.”  

“The cost of apartments in 
NYC is so important,” said Bris-
sett-Andre, “People are so much 
more productive when you pro-
vide quality housing, and these 
are for the people who are often 
forgotten.” 

The building will not only pro-
vide supportive housing, but also 
services to assist the residents 
who suffer from mental illness in-
cluding case managers, a licensed 
social worker, a clinical director, 
and a program director to oversee 
the program in its entirety. 

The case managers will work 
to ensure that individuals take 
their medication on time and 
will meet one-on-one with each 

person to assess their goals and 
then help set up a plan to achieve 
them.  

The vacant site acquired for 
the project, located at 1060 Rever-
end James Polite Avenue, was pre-
viously privately owned.

 “It’s a project we like because 
we are not relying on city access,” 

says Emily Lehman, program di-
rector at NYC HPD.  

It will be a LEED building 
which means the space is at least 
20 percent energy effi cient. Plans 
include a generator on the roof, 
solar panels, energy effi cient win-
dows, and a courtyard for recre-
ation. 

Affordable housing project breaks ground

An affordable housing project will be located at 1060 Rev. James Polite Avenue.
 Photo Courtesy of Unique People’s Services
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coming onto the island 
and looking to make a left 
turn just after crossing the 
bridge, she said. 

The CICA was initially 
told by DOT that its contrac-
tors would make arrange-
ment for cars to make left 
turns onto Bridge Street 
during construction, said 
Dolensek. 

“They have changed 
their minds and they are 
going to make anyone who 
wants to go to the north-
east part of the island go 
to Cross Street,” said Do-
lensek. “It is going to be a 
disaster for people living 
there and for (restaurant) 
customers, and it is going 
to back up traffi c on City 
Island Avenue.” 

John Doyle, CICA cor-
responding secretary, was 
cautiously optimistic and 
said that DOT was being 
transparent by not only 
conducting a public test of 
the temporary bridge be-
fore it opens but also alert-
ing the community to the 
time it was happening. 

The overall bridge re-
placement project has been 
somewhat inconvenient for 
City Islanders and Doyle is 
looking forward to the day 
when the new permanent 
bridge is complete. 

“The quicker the bridge 
gets done the better off ev-
eryone would be,” he said, 
adding “The construction 
slows people down a little 
bit; whether its coming to 
and from their lunch break 
or commuting, they have 
to allow another fi ve or ten 
minutes.”  

Additional concerns, 
said Dolensek, was the 
narrower lanes on the 
temporary bridge when 
compared to the older City 
Island Bridge, and also 
that the CICA understands 
from DOT there is no con-
tingency plan in case of 
another temporary bridge 
collapse once it is in use. 

Councilman James 
Vacca said he is looking into 
the CICA’s concerns and that 
his staff is corresponding 
with DOT on the different 
aspects of the project. 

A DOT spokeswoman 
said that the agency is 
reviewing its temporary 
traffi c restrictions to en-
sure local businesses 

have the necessary access 
for operations during the 
next phase of the bridge 
replacement project. 

“The agency antici-

pates the new replace-
ment bridge to be in full 
service by the end of next 
year,” stated the spokes-
woman.

CI temp bridge to open

Trucks from the Fire Department’s Engine 70 and Ladder 53 cross the temporary City Island Bridge 
near the middle of the span during a resiliency test on Wednesday, December 16. 
 Photo courtesy of Barbara Burn Dolensek

from Page 1

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A new generation of 

snake oil salesmen are 
hawking alleged medical 
miracles, claim elected 
officials, community ac-
tivists and former prod-
uct distributors.

On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 9, Senator Jeff Klein, 
Assemblyman Luis Sep-
ulveda, Councilwoman 
Annabel Palma and Com-
munity Board 9 chairman 
Rogier van Vlissingen 
hosted a round table dis-
cussion at CB 9’s office to 
educate Soundview resi-
dents on the dangerous 
Herbalife get-rich-quick 
scheme.

These deceptive Herb-
alife Nutrition Clubs are 
prevalent in Hispanic 
communities, more spe-
cifically in immigrant 
communities, they 
charge.

According to Klein, 
six Herbalife Nutrition 
Clubs conduct business in 
Soundview while an ad-
ditional 26 Bronx-based 
and 60 citywide Herbalife 

clubs were found to exist.
Soundview residents 

Francisco Payano and 
Maria David shared their 
negative experiences 
with Herbalife during 
the discussion.

Payano, who lost the 
$50,000 he invested in 
Herbalife, was with his 
then wife when both were 
approached by a woman 
preaching the wonders of 
Herbalife.

 The couple was told 
they could make a for-
tune selling the Herbal-
ife supplements, Payano 
recalled, and that led him 
and his wife to sign up as 
a distributor.

The couple could not 
afford to rent a storefront 
to open a nutrition club, 
so his wife conducted the 
business from their resi-
dence.

“I tried to convince 
her this business was 
a pyramid scheme, but 
she was so into it,” said 
Payano. “I was very wor-
ried. I would have people 
ringing my doorbell at 5 

a.m. to get shakes. This 
was very much affecting 
the life of my children 
and my marriage.”

Fed up, Payano gave 
his wife an ultimatum be-
tween him or Herbalife, 
but she choose the latter. 

Payano filed for di-
vorce and claims Herbal-
ife ruined his family due 
to his ex-wife’s Herbalife 
obsession.

David, who lost her 
$15,000 Herbalife invest-
ment, along with her 
three female co-workers, 
was attracted to Herb-
alife’s weight loss prod-
ucts after a nutrition club 
opened next to her job. 

David and her friends 
frequented the club each 
morning to purchase 
shakes and tea. 

One day, the club’s 

manager convinced them 
to start their own nutri-
tion club. The four women 
ran a club for almost two 
years.

“It was very hard to 
recruit new members 
and according to our re-
cruiter that’s where the 
big bucks were,” said 
David. “One day, I was 
very frustrated because 
we had to keep buying so 
much product that I de-
cided to count how many 
servings I could get out of 
the protein powder. I dis-
covered that you can only 
make $15 out of it, but it 
cost $34 to buy.”

This discovery made 
David and her friends 
sever their business ties 
with Herbalife and to rail 
against the product.

Klein said Herbalife 
International is an over 
billion dollar corpora-
tion structured so its 
products can only be pur-
chased from a distribu-
tor. 

These distributors, 
who are not Herbalife 

employees, peddle prod-
ucts at their own prices 
to their family, friends 
and neighbors. 

Distributors earn 
discounts on nutrition 
shakes, supplements and 
exilirs when they buy in 
bulk.

Prospective recruits 
are told a Herbalife start-
up pack costs between 
$60 to $100, but they of-
ten spend more after be-
ing encouraged by their 
recruiter to order larger 
quantities to qualify for 
discounts.

On average, a new 
members spends $1,800, 
however some make ini-
tial investments as high 
as $10,000.

“This is alarming be-
cause so many people 
are losing their money,” 
warned Klein.

Herbalife has been in 
contact with Klein who 
says he will meet with 
Herbalife corporation ex-
ecutives in the next few 
weeks to discuss the situ-
ation.

Herbalife distributors blast the business

(l-r) Rogier van Vlissingen, CB 9 chairman; William Rivera, CB 9 
district manager; Senator Klein, scam victim Maria David; Council-
woman Palma; scam victim Francisco Payano and Assemblyman 
Sepulveda at last Wednesday’s Herbalife roundtable discussion.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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