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SALE PRICES EXPIRE 12/19/15

NOW...
$34999

WAS $399.99
PCR INSTANT 

REBATE -$50.00

32''

59” ELECTRIC FIREPLACE 
CONSOLE -23MM4495PC72  
WAS $499.97 NOW...

$24997
ACCOMODATES MOST 40”-60” TVS

 The Best Gifts 
   at the Best Prices!

42” CLASS LED 
1080p HDTV
 -42E3500  WAS $329.97

””” CLCCC ASSAASSS LELLEEEDDDDDD

OUR
LOWEST
ADVERTISED

PRICE

$19997
NOW...

39% OFF
SAVE $130

50% OFF
SAVE $250

NOW...
$12997

27% OFF
SAVE $50

INSPIRON 2-IN-1 
NOTEBOOK 
WITH Intel®  
Celeron N3050 
-I30005099SLV

Merry Christmas from Our Family to Yours! 

WAS $249.97
PCR INSTANT SAVINGS -$40.00

PCR MAIL-IN REBATE -$20.00

31 BOTTLE CAPACITY 
WINE COOLER
• Soft Touch Control Panel 
   With Electronic Display 
• Soft Interior LED Lighting 
-WC3406  

$18997
NOW...

24% OFF 

SAVE $60

Extended Holiday Hours: • FRI•SAT 9AM-11 PM • SUN 9AM-10 PM

SAVE $50

Screen
Size 

Battery
Life 

Weight

Hard 
Drive 

Memory
(Ram)

11.6''

7
HRS

 3.1
 LBS

500
 GB

 4
 GB

Touch
Screen

32” CLASS LED HDTV
-PLDED3273A  WAS $179.97

IN-STORE ONLY
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER

*

IN-STORE ONLY
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER

42''

$2999
NOW...

FREE
SCREEN 

PROTECTOR
-AS0VAT

7” ANDROID 4.4 TABLET
• Camera, 8GB Storage 
   (Expandable) 
• Email, Internet 
• 1000’s of Free APPs/Games
-3440D  WAS $79.99

7”””7” AAAAAAANNDNDNDNDRNDRNDRROO 62% OFF
SAVE $50

*PRICE LOWER IN-STORE

ALSO AVAILABLE -VR20H9050UW WAS $ 999.97  
SAVE  $300  NOW $699.97

28% OFF
SAVE $200

$49997

POWERBOT ESSENTIAL ROBOTIC VACUUM
• 20 Watts Motor Power  
• 12.2” Cleaning Path 
 -VR2AJ9020UG  WAS $699.97



GIFT CARDS...Great Gifts Come in Small Packages NO HIDDEN FEES. 
NO EXPIRATION DATE.

FREE     
Buy any 2 
Video Games
$3999 & UP* 

Get a 
$20 PCR Gift Card via mail

*AFTER P.C. RICHARD & SON MAIL-IN REBATE. NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER COUPON, OFFER OR 
DISCOUNT. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. EXCLUDES SALE ITEMS. LIMIT 1 OFFER PER CUSTOMER. EXPIRES 12/19/15

46% OFF
SAVE $70

$7999
NOW...

WAS $149.99
PCR INSTANT 

REBATE -$70.00

KIDS TAB 3 LITE
• 7” Touchscreen Display 
• 8GB Storage,
2MP Back Camera 
-T110NDWACCC

ENVY 5660
WIRELESS
e-ALL-IN-ONE PRINTER
-ENVY5660 

$7999
NOW...

WAS $149.99
PCR INSTANT 

REBATE -$70.00

46% OFF
SAVE $70

AVAILABLE 
ON

XB ONE | PS4

AVAILABLE 
ON

XB ONE | PS4

AVAILABLE 
ON

XB ONE | PS4

AVAILABLE 
ON

WII U

AVAILABLE 
ON

XB ONE | PS4

AVAILABLE 
ON

XB ONE | PS4
XB 360 | PS3

XBOX ONE 500 GB GEARS OF WAR: 
ULTIMATE EDITION BUNDLE 
-5C600083  WAS $349.99 

SAVE $50

XTREME PORTABLE 
BLUETOOTH SPEAKER 
-JBLXTREMEBLK
WAS $299.99

16% OFF
SAVE $50NOW...

$24999

EACH
$24995

EACH
$27995

WEARABLES ON SALE

FLEX WIRELESS
  ACTIVITY +
    SLEEP WRISTBAND
    -FB401BK/PK/SL*
       WAS $99.99

$7999
EACHNOW...

$9999
NOW...

SAVE $20

CHARGE WIRELESS ACTIVITY  
 + SLEEP WRISTBAND 
    ENERGIZES YOUR DAY
      -FB404BKL/ FB404BKS  
        WAS $129.99

SAVE $30

* MODELS/COLORS VARY BY STORE LOCATION. ALL COLORS AVAILABLE ON PCRICHARD.COM

LAST 2
DAYSSAVE ON

HOME OFFICE
SAVE $50 ON ANY 

XBOX ONE CONSOLE

$5999
EACH

 Your Choice...

EXPIRES 12/26/15 EXPIRES 12/26/15

HUGE SELECTION
OF BOSE HEADPHONES

                         

SPLASH
PROOF

SAVE $130 $34999
NOW...

WAS $479.99
PCR INSTANT REBATE -$130.00

Screen
Size 

Battery
Life 

15.6''

8
HRS

Weight

Hard
Drive 

4.73
 LBS

500
 GB

Memory
(Ram)

4
 GB

$29999
While Supplies Last

EXPIRES 12/26/15

NOW...

VIDEO GAME & CONSOLE SELECTION VARIES BY STORE LOCATION.

SOUNDLINK® 
BLUETOOTH SPEAKER
-SLINKCOLORBK
WAS $129.91

23% OFF
SAVE $30NOW...

$9991
EXPIRES 12/26/15

OUR
LOWEST
ADVERTISED

PRICE

PAVILION NOTEBOOK COMPUTER WITH 
Intel® Core i3 Dual-Core Processor 5005U
                   • DVD-DL/CD-RW Combo -15-AC178NR  

20% OFF
SAVE $20FLIP 3 WIRELESS PORTABLE 

STEREO SPEAKER
• Splash Proof Design
 -JBLFLIP3BLK  WAS $99.99

SOUNDLINK ON-EAR 
BLUETOOTH 
HEADPHONES                                
 -SLINKOEBTBLK
   SLINKOEBTWHT

BOSE SOUNDLINK 
AROUND-EAR 
WIRELESS 
HEADPHONES II   
 -SNDLNKAE2BLK 
   SNDLNKAE2WHT

$7997
EACHNOW...

BLUETOOTH SPEAKERS
ON SALE
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The Bronx Times
On-Line

Your world is
24/7... NOW

so are we.

TOP BRONX NEWS STORIES

December 18-24, 2015

Parishoners’ lawsuit exposes deviant behavior

Throggs Neck Welcomes Santa

ST. FRANCES
PASTOR RESIGNS

Valentine Ave. blaze destroys 8 homes
Continued on Page 94

Continued on Page 94

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN 
AND ROBERT WIRSING

In a holidayseason based 
around families coming to-
gether, a massive fi re has left 
many without a home.

According to a FDNY 
spokesman, fi refi ghters re-
ceived a call for a report of a 
structural fi re at 2086 Valen-
tine Avenue on Thursday, De-
cember 10 at 11:42 p.m. which 
spread to eight nearby three-
story townhouses before be-
ing brought  under control.

Firefi ghters were able to 
gain control of the raging six-
alarm inferno by Friday, De-

cember 11 at 3:04 a.m. 
Once the smoke cleared, a 

total of nine houses were sig-
nifi cantly damaged by the late 
night/early morning tragedy.

Fire offi cials reported six 
of the wooden frame houses 
suffered fi re damage, mostly 
on the second and third fl oors, 
while three sustained heavy 
smoke and FDNY activity 
damage. 

At the time of the incident, 
all residents living in town-
houses on the east side of Val-
entine Avenue between 180th 
and 181st streets were evacu-
ated.

“This fi re was massive 
and it spread very quickly,” 
said Dr. Bola Omotosho, Com-
munity Board 5’s chairman, 
who was a fi rst responder and 
helped the block’s residents 
during the evacuation along 
with CB5’s district manager 
Xavier Rodriguez. 

“It was a very unfortunate 
scenario - and I would like to 
thank the FDNY and the other 
fi rst responders who were at 
the site and risked their own 
safety to help the cause and as-
sist those who were in dan

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto and the Throggs Neck Mer-
chants Association hosted the annual Throggs Neck Christmas 
Tree Lighting and Toy Giveaway on Sunday, December 6. The 
holiday tradition at DeRosa O’Boyle Triangle featured a visit from 
Santa and Mrs. Claus and gifts for the community children which 
were donated by the merchants.  St. Benedict’s chorus sang 
Christmas carols, and Lehman High School volunteers helped 
set up the event, which was coordinated by Assemblyman Bene-
detto’s offi ce. 

(Above) Hunter Carmody enjoyes the company of Mr. and Mrs. 
Santa Claus. See more photos on page 51.

BY MADELINE ANTHONY 
AND ROBERT WIRSING

A local priest has resigned 
following allegations that he 
was serving a much different 
master.

A joint lawsuit fi led by 
parishioners of St. Frances 
de Chantal and St. Frances 
Xavier Cabrini on Roosevelt 
Island, claims that parish 
pastor Fr. Peter Miqueli stole 
nearly a million dollars in 
collection plate donations 
since 2003 which was alleg-
edly used to pay for drugs 
and for sexually deviant acts 
with a male prostitute named 
Keith Crist.

The suit against Fr. 
Miqueli alleges he engaged 
in sexual bondage with his 
sex master Crist who would 
force Fr. Miqueli to drink his 
urine.

Fr. Miqueli spent $60,000 
in 2012 for illicit and prescrip-
tion drugs which he partook 

in with Crist; purchased a 
$264,000 home in Brick, New 
Jersey and paid $1,075.50 a 
month for his Crist’s East 
Harlem apartment, it further 
alleges.  

Parishoners clapped 
when a letter announcing Fr. 
Miqueli’s resignation as St. 
Frances de Chantal’s pastor 
was read before the congre-
gation during 5 p.m. Mass on 
Saturday, December 12.

In the letter, Fr. Miqueli 
maintained his innocence 
against the accusations, but 
felt his continued presence at 
St. Frances de Chantal would 
prove too distracting to the 
congregation during the Ad-
vent season. 

In addition, Fr. Miqueli 
said he was cooperating with 
investigators, looking for-
ward to his ultimate vindica-
tion and hopes to resume his 
ministry.

Joseph Zwilling, Archdio-
cese of New York’s Offi ce of 
Communications director, 
said the Archdiocese is inves-
tigating these allegations and 
is conducting an on-going fo-
rensic audit of St. Frances de 
Chantal.

Zwilling added the Arch-
diocese has not yet found 
anything to validate the al-
legations raised against Fr. 
Miqueli.

Prior to his assignment to 
the Throggs Neck parish, Fr. 
Miqueli served as pastor for 
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini 
from 2003 until 2012.

The Throggs Neck parish’s 
congregation was not sur-
prised by the allegations.

Jack McCarrick, a lifelong 
St. Frances de Chantal pa-
rishioner, said Fr. Miqueli’s 
personality became more ap



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 18-24, 20152    BTR

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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LET US CATER YOUR NEXT...

ROASTED
TURKEYS

12-16 Lbs.
18-22 Lbs.
24-28 Lbs.
30-36 Lbs.

SIDES
Stuffi ng w/Sausage
Roasted Potatoes
Sweet Potatoes w/Marshmallows
String Bean Almadine
Fresh Cranberry Sauce
Turkey Gravy

WE ALSO HAVE
Sliced Pork w/Gravy
Sliced Roast Beef w/Gravy
Lasagna & Eggplant Parm

PLUS A FULL LINE OF PIES
PLACE YOUR ORDER EARLY

Pork Roast
Roast Beef
Homemade Sausage
Braciola

Steaks
Burgers
Chops

Every Thursday is Thanksgiving At Barino’s. Come See Our Selection And Pick Up Your Holiday Menu.

718.828.9200

HOMEMADE
TRY OUR

RAVIOLIS
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GREAT GIFTS FROM $9.99

QUEENS
163-18 Jamaica Ave.-Portabella
3056 Steinway St.-Portabella
164-08 Jamaica Ave.-Fino
3738 Junction Blvd.-Fino
Queens Center-Quails
Roosevelt Field Quails

NEW JERSEY
807 Broad St.-Portabella
Woodbridge Center-Quails
5516 Bergenline Ave-Quails
Freehold Raceway Mall-Quails
Livingston Mall-Quails

BROOKLYN
503 Nostrand Ave.-Portabella
320 Livingston-Portabella
1671 Pitkin Ave.-Portabella
5205 5th Ave.-Portabella
423 Knickerbocker Ave.-Portabella
294 Utica Ave.-Portabella
1555 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
851 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
552 Nostrand Ave.- Fino
366 Fulton St.-Portabella
5007 Church Ave.-Fino

BRONX
12-20 E. Fordham Rd.-Portabella
2887 3rd Ave.-Portabella
3449 Jerome Ave.-Portabella
2938 3rd Ave.-Fino
345 East Fordham Rd.-Fino
259 E. Fordham Rd.-Britches
645 E. Tremont Ave.-Portabella
1498 Parkchester Ave.-Portabella
Bay Plaza Shopping Center-Portabella
13 South 4th Ave.-Mount Vernon
1498 Metropolitan Ave.-Portabella
2168 Bartow Ave.-Portbella 

MANHATTAN
243 W. 125th St.-Portabella
617 W. 181 St.-Portabella
120 W. 125th St.-Fino
1405 St. Nicholas Ave.-Fino
Manhattan Mall-Portabella 

All merchandise not in all stores. All savings off value prices. While quantities last.
Prices effective thru December 24th

portabellastores.com

THE LARGEST SELECTION IN NEW YORK

SHOES
$19.99     $29.99     $39.99

Dress • Casual • Driving • Tuxedo 

Driving • Boots • U.S. Polo • Clarks 

Stacy Adams • Phat Farm • Florsheim

SUITS $5999

WEDDING PARTIES
Boys. Big & Tall. Tuxedos.

BUY 1 SUIT
AT THE VALUE PRICE

GET 2 FREE
Or Buy 1 At Our Everday Low Price

 Value Everyday NOW!
New Slim Fit ........... $250 .......  $9999 ..........3 for $250
New Vested Suits .... $300 ......  $12999 ..........3 for $300
Luxury Wool ........... $425 ......  $15999 .......... 3 for $425

GUARANTEED BEST VALUES ON THE HOT TRENDS

NEW MILITARY BOOTS...$39.99 • 2 FOR $75

SLIM FITSLIM FIT
SUITSSUITS

$7999

3 FOR $200

S
P

E

CIA
L PURCHA

S
E

S
PECIAL PURCHA

SE

H O L I D AY

SALE
SAVE UP TO

70% OFF
VALUE PRICES

DRESS SHIRT 
& TIE SETS
$24.99
$75 VALUE

OUTERWEAR
FROM

$19.99

SWEATERS
MANY MODELS

$9.99
WHEN YOU BUY 3

BLAZERS
HOTTEST SLIM FIT STYLES

$39.99

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Department of Transportation 

will open the long awaited temporary 
bridge in the east Bronx after testing 
its resiliency. 

The agency announced that its 
contractors would open a temporary 
bridge to City Island to vehicular traf-
fi c at 1 a.m. on Friday, December 18. 
The opening of the artery will allow 
for the removal and replacement of the 
existing City Island Bridge. 

The opening of the bridge, which 
will become the island’s only link 
by road to Pelham Bay Park and the 
mainland, had been delayed because 
of a particularly harsh winter and a 
collapse of part of the structure in Sep-
tember. 

DOT will use the weight of fi retrucks 
to test the temporary bridge’s strength 
on Wednesday, December 16 before it 
is opened to traffi c, said Barbara Do-
lensek, City Island Civic Association 
vice president. 

“I think everyone is really con-
cerned…because the trucks, especially 
18-wheelers, are going to have trouble 
making the sharp turns (on to and off 
the temporary bridge),” said Dolensek 
shortly before bridge stress test. 

Another community concern is ac-
cess to Bridge Street for cars coming 
onto the island and looking to make a 
left turn just after crossing the bridge, 
she said. 

The CICA was initially told by DOT 
that its contractors would make ar-
rangement for cars to make left turns 
onto Bridge Street during construc-
tion, said Dolensek. 

“They have changed their minds 
and they are going to make anyone 
who wants to go to the northeast part 
of the island go to Cross Street,” said 

Dolensek. “It is going to be a disaster 
for people living there and for (restau-
rant) customers, and it is going to back 
up traffi c on City Island Avenue.” 

John Doyle, CICA corresponding 
secretary, was cautiously optimistic 
and said that DOT was being transpar-
ent by not only conducting a public test 
of the temporary bridge before it opens 
but also alerting the community to the 
time it was happening. 

The overall bridge replacement 
project has been somewhat inconve-
nient for City Islanders and Doyle is 
looking forward to the day when the 
new permanent bridge is complete. 

“The quicker the bridge gets done 
the better off everyone would be,” he 
said, adding “The construction slows 
people down a little bit; whether its 
coming to and from their lunch break 
or commuting, they have to allow an-
other fi ve or ten minutes.”  

Additional concerns, said Dol-
ensek, was the narrower lanes on the 
temporary bridge when compared to 
the older City Island Bridge, and also 
that the CICA understands from DOT 
there is no contingency plan in case 
of another temporary bridge collapse 
once it is in use. 

Councilman James Vacca said he is 
looking into the CICA’s concerns and 
that his staff is corresponding with DOT 
on the different aspects of the project. 

A DOT spokeswoman said that the 
agency is reviewing its temporary 
traffi c restrictions to ensure local 
businesses have the necessary access 
for operations during the next phase of 
the bridge replacement project. 

“The agency anticipates the new 
replacement bridge to be in full ser-
vice by the end of next year,” stated the 
spokeswoman.

City Island temp bridge to open

Trucks from the Fire Department’s Engine 70 and Ladder 53 cross the temporary City Island 
Bridge near the middle of the span during a resiliency test on Wednesday, December 16. 
 Photo courtesy of Barbara Burn Dolensek
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1001 CITTY ISLANDD AVEENUE | BBRROONNNXXX, NNYY 110004466444 || TTEELLEEPPHHHOONNEE:: 334477--668800--338865 | EMAAIL: SCCAVEELLOPP@AOOOL.COM

PRESENTS

SPECIAL GUEST DJ
CHRIS NAVATTA | NON-STOP ENTERTAINMENT

Give your valentine  
the gift of freestyle

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12 | STARTS 9PM
ENTRANCE $125 INDIVIDUAL

GROUPS OF 8 OR MORE DISCOUNTED RATES

FOUR COURSE SIT DOWN DINNER
UNLIMITED BEER AND HOUSE WINE

718-885-2570

PERFORMING LIVE

“It’s a ‘HIT.” No pun intended!” FOX TV

“It’s guaranteed to give you more laughs… 
This is actually funny!” DAILY NEWS

Forget a date, bring an alibi!

Friday, January 8th, 8pm
Interactive Comedy Murder Mystery Show 

with a 4-course Dinner, Unlimited Wine, 
Dancing and a Show!

$90 per ticket
To buy tickers, call 718-885-2570

or email scavellop@aol.com
*A small convenience fee will be charge to all tickets to cover  

the tax and service.
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A new NYC Parks initia-

tive’s ultimate effect may 
have may have both positive 
and negative effects for neigh-
borhoods and parks in the 
Bronx.

Last month, NYC Parks 
commissioner Mitchell J. Sil-
ver launched the new design 
concept for ‘Parks Without 
Borders’, a $50 million initia-
tive that will focus on improv-
ing park entrances, edges and 
spaces adjacent to parks, par-
ticularly where parks and 
neighborhoods border each 
other.

The initiative, which will 
extend parks into communi-
ties, open sight lines, adjust 
gates and add furnishings out-
side a parks’ traditional bor-
ders, launched a survey for 
community members to nom-
inate any neighborhood park 
to receive design suggestions.

As a result, eight parks in 
the city will be reconstructed 
and redesigned using the 
principles and structure from 
the ‘Parks Without Borders’ 
initiative. 

The survey’s criteria is 

New parks initiative’s effect unclear
based on parks near high pe-
destrian traffi cked areas, 
parks with narrow, gated or 
inconvenient entrances and 
access points, areas lack-
ing street trees or greenery 
along park edges, parks with 
high fences that block eye 
level view in and out of parks 
as well as parks with empty 
space surrounding the out-
side areas.

Despite encouraging the 
recreation of park areas, the 
effects of the initiative may 
not be all positive.

“We are tentatively consid-
ering Ferry Point Park West 
as a selection for the (Parks 
Without Borders) initiative 
- it’s a big park that needs a 
lot of work and sees pedes-
trian traffi c on a regular ba-
sis,” said Ken Kearns, dis-
trict manager of Community 
Board 10. “However, when 
it comes to smaller parks in 
this district, such as Water-
bury Park, which has issues 
such as drug dealing, the ini-
tiative may not apply or be 
purposeful for certain parks 
because it encourages more 
pedestrian activity.”

Other community leaders 
are also aware of the poten-
tial consequences but wel-
come the initiative for parks 
in their district.

“Parks should be open 
spaces and have easier access 
- because park space in this 
small district is extremely 
limited,” said Dr. Bola Omoto-
sho, chairman for Community 
Board 5, who mentioned that 
the community board intends 
to nominate Galileo and Mor-
ton playgrounds as well as In-
wood Park for the initiative. 

“I believe the initiative can 
revitalize this community, 
but when it comes to park is-
sues, especially after dusk, 
we will stay alert and deal 
with these situations when 
they come up,” he said.

Parks Without Borders’ 
park nominations will be ac-
cepted until February 28, 
2016, when eight of the stron-
gest candidates will be se-
lected and announced in 
spring 2016.

For more information on 
the nominating process for the 
Parks Without Borders initia-
tive, visit nyc.gov/parks.

Community forums for ‘Parks Without Borders’. 
 Photo courtesy of Malcolm Pinckney / NYC Parks
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REMINDS YOU 
TO LIVE SAFELY

ILLEGAL ROOMS CAN 
PUT YOU AND YOUR 
FAMILY IN DANGER

Read this in your language 
at nyc.gov/buildings.

If you think an apartment is unsafe call 311  
to request an inspection.

Bill de Blasio, Mayor
Rick D. Chandler, P.E., Commissioner

Have TWO 
ways to get out  

of your home.

Have WORKING carbon  
monoxide/smoke 

detectors and check  
 them monthly. 

Give space heaters  
a break to cool down.

Avoid sleeping in 
basements or attics.

Don’t use  
extension cords  

as main power  
sources.

ILLEGAL ROOMS CAN
PUT YOU AND YOUR
FAMILY IN DANGER
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and convenient. We cook 
with it. Keep warm with it. 
Even dry our clothes with 
it. Every day, Con Edison 
delivers natural gas safely 
and reliably to thousands 
of homes and businesses 
through a network of 
underground pipelines. 
Here are some tips to help 
everyone stay safe.
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�important that 
you and your family know how to recognize a gas leak and 
what to do if you suspect a leak.

  S IGNS  OF  A  GAS  LEAK
• Smell – A distinctive, strong odor similar to rotten eggs.
• See – A white cloud, mist, fog, bubbles in standing water, 

blowing dust or vegetation that appears to be dead or dying 
for no reason.

• Hear – Roaring, hissing or whistling.

  WHAT TO DO IF  YOU DETECT A  GAS LEAK
• Leave immediately and take others with you.
���������������
�������������������������
• Do not light a match or smoke, turn appliances or lights on or 
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• Find a phone away from the area and call 911 or 
1-800-75-CONED (1-800-752-6633). You can report leaks 
anonymously.

• Do not assume someone else will report the condition.
• National Grid customers should call 1-718-643-4050.
• Tell us if there is a problem with your electric service.
• Follow directions from emergency responders who are on site.

   BEFORE YOU DIG,  CALL 811
There are almost 4,300 miles of underground gas pipelines in our 
service area. The slightest scratch, scrape, dent or gouge can 
result in a dangerous leak. To protect these pipelines, you must 
call the local one-call center at 811 two to ten days before you 
��	����������������%�����������������������&����������������������
�������
�'�������������������������������������������
�������
charge to you.

  L E A R N  M O R E
For gas safety tips, visit conEd.com/GasSafety.

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, or e-mail Bronx-
times@aol.com. Please in-
clude a phone number or a 

way to contact you in case of 
questions. 

Rest In Peace 

The Morris Park Commu-
nity Association announced 
the passing of their friend 
and brother, Thomas Heff-

ner. 

Tom was an MPCA mem-
ber, John Fraser Bryan 
American Legion Post #19 
and Knights of Columbus, 
Mary Queen of Peace Coun-
cil, stated the association. 

On behalf of our commu-
nity, we extend our most sin-
cere condolences and prayers 
to the entire Heffner family 
and close friend.
Korony Post Turkey Drive 

The Theodore Korony 

American Legion Post 

#253 had another successful 
Turkey drive for homeless 

veteran families as well as 
other families in need.

The Korony family 
shopped and was able to pur-
chase complete Thanksgiv-
ing meals for veteran fami-
lies and families in need at 
homeless shelters around the 
Bronx. 

Acacia Network director 
Ravi Rampersaud picked up 
the turkey and trimmings in 
time for the holiday. 

Thank you to all those who 
helped in any way. You know 
who you are.

Korony Post members and staff members from Acacia Network with the donated food.
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Volunteer. Be a Big Apple Greeter
As a Big Apple Greeter, I get to show visitors where I grew up in the 
Bronx - up by Fordham Road – and places I love – like around Yankee 
Stadium and Arthur Avenue, the real “Little Italy” with great 
restaurants.

My visitors get a true view of New York. I get to hang out with terrific 
people and show off my city. Best of all, it’s free!

Support Big Apple Greeter
Go to www.bigapplegreeter.org #TrueBigApple

Mathew Dallas
Big Apple Greeter

Bronx

SHOW 
THE WORLD

NEW YORK’S 

TRUE 
CHARACTER

SECURITY DRUGS

“In my twenty years 
as a pharmacist, I’m 

happy to work for 

they take care of their 
customers.”

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist

FREE
DELIVERY

PH: 347-590-1030
We Now Accept WIC

42nd PCT.
Friday, December 11, 2015, 11:45 

p.m. --  The victim, a 24-year-old male, was 
standing in the vicinity of Tinton Avenue and 
East 163rd Street when he observed a group 
of males walking towards him. 

The victim began walking away from the 
location when he realized he was shot in the 
shoulder. The suspect then fled the scene. T

he victim was removed to Lincoln Hospital 
where he was treated and released. 

The suspect is black male wearing a white 
du-rag, a black hooded sweatshirt and black 
sweatpants.

46th PCT.
Wednesday, December 4, 2015 at 8:45 

p.m.  -- In the vicinity of Grand Avenue, six 
female suspects approached the 20 year-old 
female victim from behind as she was enter-
ing her residence, grabbed her and pulled her 
hood over her head and forced her into a black 
suburban vehicle. 

The suspects then drove off and took turns 
assaulting the victim with closed fists about 
the head and body causing pain and bruising. 

One of the suspects produced a small hand 
torch and a heated piece of metal and threat-

ened to burn the victim.
 The suspect continued driving and as-

saulting the victim, with one of the suspects 
using brass knuckles. The suspects then cut 
the victim’s hair and threatened to cut her 
face. 

The suspects then drove the victim to an 
unknown location, shoved her out of the ve-
hicle and fled in an unknown direction. 

An iPhone 6s, jewelry, jacket and keys 
were taken from the victim during the as-
sault. 

Friday, December 11, 2015, at 6:52 p.m. 
-- The victim, a 30-year-old male, was inside 
the liquor store located at 1806 Cedar Avenue 
when the suspect, armed with a knife, ap-
proached him from behind and demanded his 
money. 

The victim complied and the suspect fled 
with an undetermined amount of money.

49th PCT.
Friday, December 11, 2015, 4:35 p.m. 

-- Male black suspects entered an auto repair 
shop at located at 1558 Stillwell Avenue and 
displayed firearms.  

The suspects ordered the victims into a 
back room and removed approximately $2,000 
in cash from the establishment.
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BBRRRUUUUNNNCCCHH WWWWIIITTHHH 
Sunday, December 20 
11:30AM–3:30PM
UUNLIMMITEED CHHAMMPAAGNNNE, MIMMOSAA, BEELLLINI, BLLOOODYY MMARY, SOODAA, & JUUICCE 
Buffet - Omelet Station - made to order - Waffl e Station - Eggs Benedict - Scrambled Eggs - Bacon - French Toast with strawberries - Sausage 

Home Fries - Fresh Steamed Vegetables - Salads - Cold Antipasto - Fresh & Aged Cheese - Shrimp Cocktail - Clams on the half shell - Mussels 

& Clams Marinara - Norwegian Salmon - Steak - Chicken - Veal - Eggplant Rollatini - Chef’s selection of pasta - Carving Station - Fresh Baked 

Muffi ns - Bagels - Rolls - Fresh Fruit - Dessert - Coffee - Tea

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED

Balloon Artist for Kids

All children are invited to a holiday wonderland to have a picture taken 

with Santa Claus and receive a gift from Santa himself!

$3295
 per person plus tax & gratuity

$19 for children under 12

900 PARK
718-892-3830
900 MORRIS PARK AVENUE
BRONX, NY, 10465

DJ EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
HAPPY HOUR 3 TO 7 EVERY DAY 
FRIDAY (FREE BUFFET)
CHRISTMAS EVE REGULAR MENU AND CHRISTMAS EVE SPECIALS

Cocktail Hour with an Elegant Multi-Course Sit Down Dinner
Full Premium Open Bar the Entire Night
New Years Eve Party Favors 
Midnight Champagne Toast
Desert and Continential Breakfast Buffet

CALL FOR  RESERVATIONSNEW YEARS EVE
THE NIGHT BEGINS AT 8:00PM

$100 per person  |  Includes Tax & Gratuity  |  Live DJ  | Formal Dress Code

Happy Hour 
Monday thru Friday  

(free buffet for happy hour)

We also have a 
Christmas Eve Family Style Menu 

3 Appetizers, 2 Pastas, Salad, 3 Entrees, 2 Sides, 
Red & White Wine, Coffee and Dessert.

Please call for details.

Open Christmas Eve with our regular menu
and Christmas Eve specials.
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request. Letters should be as brief as possible, 
not exceeding 200 words.
News Items: Readers are welcome to suggest 
news items of interest. Call the Editorial Depart-
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cnglocal.com.
Around Town: Announcements of birthdays, 
weddings, anniversaries, etc. will gladly be 
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to the Bronx Times Reporter 3604 East Tremont 
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465,  before the Friday 
preceding  publication. No phone calls please.
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can have their special event dates announced free 
of charge. Mail should be addressed to Com-
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Funds weren’t
shortchanged

Dear editor,
Mayor de Blasio’s belief 

that the federal government 
is shortchanging the Big Ap-
ple and other cities when it 
comes to providing mass tran-
sit funding under the  Federal 
Highway Trust Fund is fl awed 
when you look at the facts.

Federal support for trans-
portation has remained con-
sistent and growing. It has 
actually increased over past 
decades. When a crises oc-
curred, be it 9/11 in 2001 or 
Hurricane Sandy in 2012, 
Washington was there for us.  
Additional billions in federal 
assistance above and beyond 
yearly formula allocations 
were provided. In 2009, the 
American Recovery and Re-
investment Act (ARRA) pro-
vided billions more. Most fed-
eral transportation grants 
require a 20% hard cash local 
share. In many cases, Uncle 
Sam accepted toll credits in-
stead of hard cash for the local 
share. This  saved the MTA 
one billion dollars in the pre-
vious 2010 - 2014 Five Year Cap-
ital Program.

The real question the mayor 
and others miss is how NYC 
managed the billions of dis-
cretionary dollars received in 
post 9/11 aid after 2001; Amer-
ican Recovery Reinvestment 
Act (ARRA) in 2009 along with 
Sandy relief and recovery af-
ter 2012.  All of these billions 
were above and beyond the bil-
lions in regular formula assis-
tance received from Washing-
ton every year. The same also 
applies to billions in yearly as-
sistance from Albany, along 
with billions in locally gener-
ated tax revenues.

Does both NYC and the 
MTA submit grant applica-
tions on time for both formula 
and discretionary competi-
tive funding opportunities? 
Are current federal and state 
funded programs being com-
pleted on time and within bud-
get? Are funds being expended 
on a timely basis?  Are there 
any unspent funds carried 
over year after year? Is there 
waste, fraud or abuse? Are all 
change orders for construc-
tion projects fair, reasonable 
and documented?

Have NYC Comptroller 
Scott Stringer and NYS Comp-
troller Thomas DiNapoli con-
ducted audits of each respec-
tive municipal agency to see 

if NYC and the MTA are do-
ing a good job managing cur-
rent federal and state aid 
programs? Has City Council 
Speaker Mellisa Mark-Viverto 
along with NYC Council Fi-
nance Committee Chairper-
son Julissa Ferreras and NYC 
Council Transportation Com-
mittee Chairperson Ydanis 
Rodriguez conducted public 
hearings to do the same?  What 
oversight have the NYC Of-
fi ce of Management and Bud-
get and the NYC Independent 
Budget Offi ce provided? Have 
either conducted any audits to 
see how municipal agencies 
are managing their respective 
current state and federal aid 
programs?

The New York City Depart-
ments of Transportation, Eco-
nomic Development Corpora-
tion along with the MTA have 
to submit Quarterly milestone 
and fi nancial progress reports 
with their respective federal 
agency counterparts who re-
view and approve funding 
from Washington.   They docu-
ment the progress being made 
by the recipient of federal 
funding.  The reports might 
make interesting reading for 
those who want to fi nd out 
how both NYC and the MTA 
are spending the billions from 
Washington.

Perhaps government at all 
levels need to do a better job 
with the billions of dollars in 
taxpayer generated revenues 
already available, rather than 
pick the pockets of taxpayers 
for even more. 

Larry Penner

No free
passes

Dear editor,
Recently a contributor 

mocked Tom Allon’s sugges-
tion that Congress investigate 
the circumstances that led to 
the September 11, 2001 attacks 
on our country.  An incredu-
lous writer, Mr. Cannizzaro, 
lamented, “He (Mr. Allon) 
wants answers to what led to 
the 9/11 attacks!” The writer 
also faulted our current lead-
ers for failing to take respon-
sibility for their actions, ac-
cusing President Obama and 
the Democrats in general of 
failing to acknowledge their 
mistakes. Cannizzaro also 
criticized Allon for proposing 
that the Bush/Cheney team 
provide answers to Congress 
regarding the U.S. invasion of 
Iraq.  

Let me remind Cannizzaro 
that the president who was 
asleep at the switch on Sep-
tember 11th, 2001 was George 
Bush, a Republican, and not 
Democrat Barack Obama.  De-
spite repeated warnings from 
the CIA that an attack on 
American soil was impending, 
the Bush/Cheney team did not 
take appropriate action.  

According to Jeremy Stahl, 
writing in Slate magazine, for-
mer CIA counterterrorism 
chief “Cofer Black and for-
mer CIA director George Te-
net ...spent the months lead-
ing up to 9/11 trying to warn 
the White House that a spec-
tacular attack was imminent 
and that the country needed 
to take urgent action, but to no 
avail.”  

The Bush/Cheney engi-
neered invasion of Iraq, a 
country which had absolutely 
no hand in the 9/11 attacks, 
nor any weapons of mass de-
struction for that matter, was 
the worst U.S. foreign policy 
calamity since Vietnam. 

Why shouldn’t these lead-
ers ‘face the music’ and ex-
plain their lack of action re-
garding 9/11?  Why should 
they not face the consequences 
of their needless, reckless in-
vasion of Iraq? Why should 
they get a free pass?  

Pasqual Pelosi

Embattled pastor 
steps aside

(While the Archdiocesan 
investigation into Fr. Peter 
Miqueli, pastor of St. Frances 
de Chantal parish, continues 
Fr. Miqueli has made the deci-
sion to step aside as pastor of the 

parish. The following is a letter 
read at St. Frances de Chantal 
at the Saturday, December 12, 5 
p.m.  Mass. It will also be read 
at Sunday Masses.)

My dear people of St. 

Frances de Chantal,
I have made the decision 

to step aside from my position 
as Pastor of this parish while 
this unfortunate and regret-
table situation is investigated.  
Cardinal Dolan has graciously 
given me permission to do so.

While I am not guilty of the 
charges that certain individu-
als have brought against me, 
I feel that my continued pres-
ence here would be a distrac-
tion to you, particularly dur-
ing this season of Advent and 
Christmas.   It is in the best in-
terests of the parish that this 
matter be resolved without me 
serving as your pastor.

For many months I have 
been cooperating with the in-
vestigations that have been 
underway to get to the bottom 
of the allegations that have 
been brought against me, and 
I intend to continue to cooper-
ate in any way to resolve this 
matter.  I look forward to my 
ultimate vindication, and be-
ing able to resume my priestly 
ministry.

I thank you for the support 
and many kindnesses I have 
received as your pastor.  Know 
that you will continue to be in 
my prayers.  I ask you to pray 
for one another as well, that 
all members of St. Frances 
de Chantal parish will have 
a blessed, peaceful, and holy 
Christmas.  Let us not be dis-
tracted as we prepare to wel-
come the true Prince of Peace 
into the world.

Father Miqueli

Letters to the editor are welcome from all 
readers. They should be addressed care of this 
newspaper to Laura Guerriero, Publisher, the 
Bronx Times Reporter, 3604 E. Tremont Ave., 
Bronx, NY 10465, or e-mail to bronxtimes@cn-
glocal.com. 

All letters, including those submitted via e-
mail, MUST be signed and with a verifi able ad-
dress and telephone number included.

 Note that the  address and telephone num-
ber  will NOT be published and the name will be 
published or withheld upon request. 

No unsigned letters can be accepted for pub-
lication. 

The editor reserves the right to edit all sub-
missions. 

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
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Hutch Service Rd
Entrance

Entrance

Celebrate the Holidays! 
At Throggs Neck Shopping Center
This holiday season discover the great values at Throggs Neck 
��������	
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FREE parking spaces. Great shopping is closer than you think!

Featuring top retail  
stores and restaurants 

NOW OPEN

GREAT VALUES & CONVENIENT LOCATION
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The ASPCA® (The American Soci-
ety for the Prevention of Cruelty to An-
imals®) recently honored 10 offi cers 
from the New York City Police Depart-
ment and one assistant district attor-
ney for their outstanding efforts to sup-
port animal cruelty victims through 
the NYPD/ASPCA Partnership.

The offi cers and attorney were pre-
sented with appreciation awards at a 
special luncheon held at the ASPCA’s 
Adoption Center. All honorees were 
intricately involved in the facilitation 
of the partnership and played critical 
roles in the enforcement, investiga-
tion and prosecution of animal cru-
elty and neglect cases over the last 
two years.

“This partnership could not have 
achieved such incredible success 
without the hard work and expertise 
of these eleven people,” said Howard 
Lawrence, vice president, ASPCA 
Anti-Cruelty Group. “Their dedica-
tion to improving the lives of New 
York City’s most vulnerable animals 
is inspiring. The ASPCA and all the 
animals who were given a second 
chance are thankful for their contin-
ued effort and support.”

The honorees were: 
Sergeant Amber Cafaro, Patrol 

Borough Manhattan South; Sergeant 
Tim Cecchini, 75th Precinct; Captain 
Frank DiGiacomo, Commanding Offi -
cer, 78th Precinct;; Police Offi cer Dan-

ASPCA honors 44th Precinct offi cer
iel Gasperetti, 103rd Precinct; Assis-
tant District Attorney Jane Grinberg, 
Richmond County (Staten Island); De-
tective Michael Interdonati, 75th Pre-
cinct Detective Squad; Police Offi cer 
Christopher Murphy, 109th Precinct 
; Police Offi cer Susan Panico, 32nd 
Precinct; Detective Nicholas Salvitti, 
Animal Cruelty Investigation Squad; 
and Police Offi cer Dawn Sprague of 
the Bronx’ 44th Precinct. 

Offi cer Sprague is being recognized 
for her continued assistance with ani-
mal abuse cases in the 44th Precinct. 
In early 2015, she was integral in as-
sisting the ASPCA in the removal of 
numerous cats from a hoarding situ-
ation. She also recently provided cru-
cial assistance in tracking down and 
arresting an individual who had been 
witnessed repeatedly kicking a dog in 
a brutal attack. Offi cer Sprague not 
only helped facilitate the arrest, but 
worked with the district attorney’s of-
fi ce to obtain a search warrant to go 
back and seize the abused dog.

In January 2014, the NYPD and AS-
PCA launched a citywide partnership 
in which the NYPD takes the lead role 
in responding to all animal cruelty 
complaints in the fi ve boroughs, and 
the ASPCA provides direct care sup-
port for the victims and conducts po-
lice training and forensic analysis. 
The partnership has broken records, 
with animal cruelty arrests and ani-

mals treated numbers increasing by 
nearly 200 percent in the fi rst year.

Founded in 1866, the ASPCA® is 
the fi rst animal welfare organization 
in North America and serves as the 
nation’s leading voice for animals. 
More than two million supporters 
strong, the ASPCA’s mission is to pro-
vide effective means for the preven-

tion of cruelty to animals throughout 
the United States. As a 501(c)(3) not-
for-profi t corporation, the ASPCA is 
a national leader in the areas of anti-
cruelty, community outreach and ani-
mal health services. For more infor-
mation, visit www.ASPCA.org, and 
be sure to follow the ASPCA on Face-
book, Twitter, and Instagram.

Police Offi cer Dawn Sprague, of the 44th Precinct, accepts her award from the ASPCA.    
                                         Photo courtesy of ASPCA
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Holiday Hours
Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Thurs. and Fri. 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Open Sundays 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

1063 Morris Park Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461718-829-5815

Celebrating  35 Years
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A petition sent to NYCHA and the School Construction Authority asks the 
agencies to consider siting the proposed P.S. 71 annex on a NYCHA-owned 
property located behind 3033 Middletown Road. 
 Photo courtesy of Pelham Bay Taxpayers and Civic Association

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Community leaders have 

started a petition calling for 
the relocation of a proposed 
P.S. 71 annex to a more appro-
piate site. 

Drafted by the Pelham Bay 
Taxpayers and Civic Associa-
tion, the petition to the New 
York City Housing Authority, 
School Construction Author-
ity and New York City Depart-
ment of Education asks the 
agencies to reconsider locat-
ing a proposed 270-seat early 
learning facility away from 
Continental Avenue, East 
197th Street and Hutchinson 
River Parkway Service Road.

Instead, the petition pro-
poses to have the annex re-
located to a NYCHA owned  
property located behind the 
Middletown Plaza Apartment 
Building located at 3033 Mid-
dletown Road.

Michele Torrioni, PBTCA 
president, explained the prop-
erty the petition is eyeing is a 
grassy area located behind the 
senior residence.

According to Torrioni, P.S. 
71 presently houses over 1,700 
K through 8th grade students 
this academic year. 

P.S. 71 Annex petition suggests better site
The idea was suggested at 

last month’s public hearing 
held by Community Board 10 
and Community Education 
Council District 8, however 
SCA offi cials said NYCHA 
was not open to giving up their 
land and did not wish to enter-
tain further discussion on the 
subject.

Torrioni hopes this peti-
tion will make NYCHA recon-
sider. 

“Having the proposed an-
nex located at this property 
would be benefi cial to the 
school as well as its families 
and students,” she said. “It’s 
more convenient for parents 
and children because parents 
can drop their children off at 
one location and not have to 
race from one facility to the 
other.”

She added that 76 support-
ers have signed the petition 
which needs 100 signatures to 
reach its goal.

PBTCA will then mail it 
to NYCHA and SCA with the 
hopes both will further dis-
cuss the proposal.

She cited P.S. 14 and P.S. 
83 as examples of schools that 
have or in the case of P.S. 14 

will have annexes constructed 
on their school grounds and 
hopes NYCHA and SCA will 
consider doing the same for 
P.S. 71.

Torrioni explained the 
original site at Continental 
Avenue “problematic” due 
to vehicular speeding off the 
Hutchinson River Parkway 
3E exit to reach I-95 North or 
Bruckner Boulevard, parking 
issues and the lack of future 
expansion options.  

Community Board 10 voted 
its disapproval of the SCA-
proposed P.S. 71 annex during 
last month’s meeting and the 
board mailed SCA a letter ex-
pressing their concerns and 
suggestions for improving the 
current proposal.

The board’s decision was 
based on the belief the pro-
posed annex wasn’t large 
enough to accommodate the 
projected increase in student 
population by the year 2018, 
the high traffi c volume near 
the planned facility and the 
site placing enormous pres-
sure on the surrounding com-
munity.

NYCHA and SCA did not 
return requests for comment 

before press time. 
If interested in signing this 

petition, visit www.change.
org/p/new-york-city-housing-
authority-new-york-city-hous-
ing-authority-new-york-city-
school-construction-author-
ity-new-york-city-department-
of-education-nycha-donate-ex-
cess-land-to-help-pelham-bay-
s-overcrowded-schools.

Torrioni said anyone with-

out computer or Internet ac-
cess can contact PBTCA at 
(718) 409-1345 to sign the peti-
tion. 

Another petition was also 
circulated demanding that 
the city move the annex into 
the Pelham Grand on Pelham 
Parkway South and St. Paul 
Avenue. That property is cur-
rently being used for support-
ive housing. 
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Anyone can deliver food, but when you order Tosca, you’ll experience the highest level of traditional Italian hospitality. We’ll bring our delicious homemade menu choices to you—
convenient, delectable, affordable. Tosca’s catering service provides you with the uncompromising taste and quality of menu and service in the comfort of your own specified locale. 
You can create your own package, simply contact us for further inquiry and we’ll be happy to arrange your menu. Fast, free delivery and set–up. House accounts welcomed.

Catering? Let Tosca cater your next home or office event  (FULL MENU AVAILABLE ONLINE)

Grande SERVES 8–10 $150
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka 

or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala 

or Chicken Francese
·  1 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

Party–Sized Trays Half trays feed 
approximately 6 to 8 people. Full trays feed 
approximately 12 to 15 people.

Fast, Free Delivery and Set-Up 
All orders are kept hot and ready– 
to–serve. Plates, napkins, table covers and 
eating/serving utensils included upon request.

Generoso SERVES 15–20 $325
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Appetizer: Fried Calamari, Buffalo Wings or Mozzarella Sticks
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala 

or Chicken Francese
·  2 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

$15 OFF
ANY CATERING ORDER 

OF $100 OR MORE
WITH COUPON ONLY. PLEASE MENTION 

WHEN ORDERING. EXCLUDES PACKAGES. 
EXPIRES 1/31/2015  TOSCA BX TIMES 12-14

$25 OFF
ANY CATERING ORDER 

OF $150 OR MORE
WITH COUPON ONLY. PLEASE MENTION 

WHEN ORDERING. EXCLUDES PACKAGES. 
EXPIRES 1/31/2015  TOSCA BX TIMES 12-14

Office Party
· Vegetable Crudite
· Wrap Platter 
· Caesar Salad with  
Grilled Chicken Breast

· Fresh Fruit Platter
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 

Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Family Style
·  Fresh Mozzarella, Roasted 

Peppers & Fresh Basil
· Clams Oreganata
· Penne Alla Vodka
· Chicken Scarpariello
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 

Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Game Day
· Buffalo Wings
· Fried Calamari
· Wrap Platter
· Baked Ziti
with Meat Balls

·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

House Party
· Shrimp Cocktail
· Clams Oreganata
· Fusilli Al Alvina
· Chicken Scarpariello
· Caesar Salad
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 

Focaccia or Garlic Knots

The Italian Job
· Imported Cheese & Fruit Platter
· Fried Calamari · Caesar Salad
· Baked Ziti with Chicken Cutlet
· Sausage & Broccoli Rabe
· Shrimp Risotto Donna
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 

Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Nonno Mia
· Eggplant Rollatini 
· Clams Oreganata
· Farfalle Alla Pesto
· Arugula, Endive, 
Radicchio Salad

·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Serves 12–15 $165 Serves 12–15 $180 Serves 12–15 $195 Serves 12–15 $195 Serves 12–15 $230 Serves 15–20 $290

4 0 3 8  E A S T  T R E M O N T  A V E N U E  ·  A T  M I L E S  A V E N U E  ·  T H R O G S  N E C K ,  B R O N X ,  N Y 

F A S T  F R E E  D E L I V E R Y  7 1 8 . 2 3 9 . 3 3 0 0
O N L I N E  O R D E R I N G  ·  C U R B S I D E  P I C K - U P  ·  V A L E T  P A R K I N G  ·  T O S C A N Y C . C O M  T O S C A N Y C  T O S C A N Y C

“100 Best Italian Restaurants”

“Lovingly restored
1922 pizza oven”

Rated  2015

“#1 Pizza In The Bronx”

“Best spot for brunch 
in the Bronx”

Open Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day, 
New Year’s Eve 

& New Year’s Day

thursday, december 31
8:30pm–1:30am

new year’s eve
—————————

—————————2o16
2 LEVELS OF MUSIC BY LIVE DJ 
COCKTAIL HOUR · FULL BUFFET

OPEN BAR · CHAMPAGNE
HATS AND NOISE MAKERS
COMPLIMENTARY PHOTOS

LIVE BROADCAST OF TIMES SQUARE
FREE VALET PARKING

FORMAL ATTIRE SUGGESTED

PRESALE $100
PER PERSON INCLUDES TAX 

AND GRATUITY, UNTIL DECEMBER 24,  
$120 WEEK OF DECEMBER 25–31

CALL 718.863.6363 TO PURCHASE TICKETS. 
SPACE IS LIMITED AND WILL SELL OUT QUICKLY.

4034 EAST TREMONT AVENUE · BRONX, NY

7 1 8 . 8 6 3 . 6 3 6 3
T O S C A M A R Q U E E . C O M
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
  An east Bronx resident who’s 
been a tireless advocate for 
the prevention of teen drug 
abuse and illegal underage 
drinking will be retiring 
at the end the of year. 

Frances Maturo, the Arch-
diocese of New York Alcohol 
and Drug Abuse Prevention 
program’s executive director 
Frances Maturo, will end a 36 
year career with the organiza-
tion. 

Maturo started her ADAPP 
career working at several lo-
cal high schools before her job 
blossomed. 

During her tenure at 
ADAPP, Maturo was the fi rst 
chairwoman of the Throggs 
Neck Community Action 
Partnership, a coalition of lo-
cal elected offi cials and com-
munity partners that seek to 
curb substance abuse and en-
gage youth in the east Bronx 
community. 

“One of my main goals 
in life was to work with 
youth, and I certainly have 
reachedthat goal,” she said. 
“As a Bronx resident, work-
ing in the community where 

ADAPP’s anti-drug advocate retires
I grew up was a terrifi c oppor-
tunity.” 

A graduate of Fordham 
University, she began with 
ADAPP as a youth counselor 
at several east Bronx high 
schools: St. Helena, Preston, 
Monsignor Scanlan High 
School, and St. Raymond’s 
High School for Girls. She her-
self is a graduate of Preston 
High School. 

One of the highlights of 
her career, said Maturo, was 
when she branched out from 
a school setting and worked in 
the community to prevent teen 
drug abuse with the formation 
of TNCAP, which seeks to en-
gage the community in a com-
mon cause. 

She cited the Throggs Neck 
community’s high degree of 
volunteerism on the part of in-
dividuals as one of TNCAP’s 
keys to success. 

“What I am most proud of 
and most proud of with my 
staff is harnessing that (spirit 
of volunteerism) to make our 
community a better place to 
raise children,” she said. “We 
put together our knowledge of 
substance abuse with volun-

teers and started this.”  
During her time at ADAPP, 

she was given the opportunity 
not just to be in a place where 
she wanted to work, but a place 
where she could grow profes-
sionally and as a person. 

She is especially proud of 
her two grown children: Lynn 
Calta and Lauren Calta, she 
said. 

Maturo, who grew up near 
Eastchester Road and Pelham 
Parkway, said she plans on 
continuing her work as a part-
time professor at Lehman Col-
lege’s Continuing Education 
Program. 

Councilman James Vacca 
had words of praise for 
Maturo’s work, and presented 
her with a proclamation at her 
retirement party held in her 
honor in Throggs Neck on Fri-
day, December 4. 

The councilman said he 
has known Maturo since 1980, 
and said she has been in a stal-
wart in her fi eld. 

“There are very few peo-
ple that have the history that 
she has when it comes to fi ght-
ing against drug and alcohol 
abuse, especially among our 

young people,” said Vacca, 
adding that Maturo has also 
worked to curb youth smok-
ing and has been an advocate 
for meaningful legislative 
change. 

The councilman said that 
Maturo also helped develop 
methods of engaging mer-
chants to get their voluntary 
cooperation in preventing al-
cohol sales to minors. 

(l-r) Councilman Vacca, Frances Maturo and Michael Rivadeneyra, Coun-
cilman Vacca’s chief of staff at presentation of a proclaimation to Maturo 
at her retirement party on Friday, December 4. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Vacca’s offi ce
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1748 Crosby Ave., Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 792-2020
1086 Morris Park Ave., Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 892-7000

www.eyedoctorsbronx.com

DOCTORS OF OPTOMETRY:
Dr. A.J. Contento F.A.A.O. 
Dr. Evan Kaplan M.S., F.A.A.O. 
Dr. Annette Contento F.A.A.O.
Dr. Giordana Avila 
Most Insurance and  
Optical Plans Accepted

Use Your Flex Spending  
      Before the Year Runs Out

See Drs Contento and Kaplan for a free consult to see if you are a candidate for LASIK

Take $75 OFF
A COMPLETE PAIR OF GLASSES  

WITH ANY PREMIUM ESSILOR LENSES

With purchase of complete pair of glasses. Some restrictions apply. 
Not to be combined with any other offer or vision plan.  

Must present coupon at time of purchase. Offer ends 12/31/15.

BY MADELINE ANTHONY 
A new supportive hous-

ing project aimed to support 
low-income families and the 
mentally ill is currently un-
der construction in the south 
Bronx as part of Mayor de Bla-
sio’s plan Housing New York.  
Developed by Unique People’s 
Services, a non-profi t which 
aims to assist the disabled and 
those who have been unjustly 
discriminated against,.

‘Lynn’s Place’, named af-
ter the founder of UPS agency, 
seeks to address the dire need 
for affordable housing. 

Forty-two units of the 69 
available will be se aside  for  
formerly homeless individu-
als who have had a history of 
mental illness. 

The residents must meet 
specifi c criteria and will be 
referred by the Department 
of Homeless Services and the 
NYS Offi ce of Mental Health. 

The remaining 27 units 
will go to low-income individ-
uals and families who earn 
less than 60 percent of the area 
median income, meaning in-
dividuals who earn no more 
than $36,300 and families of 
three who earn no more than 

Affordable housing project breaks ground

$46,620. 
Juliet Pierre-Antoine, dep-

uty press secretary at NYC De-
partment of Housing Preser-
vation and Development says 
the need for affordable and 
supportive housing in the city 
is huge, citing a recent report 
by the Corporation for Sup-
portive Housing, which found 
“thousands and thousands of 
units needed”.

Yvette Brissett-Andre, ex-

ecutive director and CEO of 
UPS, has been working to fi -
nance this project for years 
and affectionately refers to 
Lynn’s Place as her “fi ve-year 
baby”. 

After purchasing the land 
with fi nances from the Cor-
poration for Supportive Hous-
ing, Brissett-Andre went to 
the NYC Department of Hous-
ing Preservation and Devel-
opment with a proposal and 

received $9.1 million in city 
capital. 

The development also re-
ceived $3 million from the 
Community Preservation 
Corporation in the form of a 
SONYMA-insured NYCRS 
permanent loan and $73,200 
from the New York State En-
ergy Research and Develop-
ment Authority. 

After aquiring the funds 
and receving tax credits, Bris-
sett-Andre found that she and 
UPS were still short a cool $1.8 
million. She then applied to 
the bureau president, to coun-
cilwoman Arroyo’s offi ce, and 
to the City Council Speaker’s 
offi ce.  

Melissa Mark-Viverito, 
the Speaker and head of City 
Council, worked to provide the 
gap fi nances. “She was highly 
committed and instrumen-
tal to the project” said Bris-
sett-Andre of Mark-Viverito, 
“without her support it could 
not have gone through.”  

“The cost of apartments 
in NYC is so important,” said 
Brissett-Andre, “People are so 
much more productive when 
you provide quality housing, 
and these are for the people 

who are often forgotten.” 
The building will not only 

provide supportive housing, 
but also services to assist the 
residents who suffer from 
mental illness including case 
managers, a licensed social 
worker, a clinical director, and 
a program director to oversee 
the program in its entirety. 

The case managers will 
work to ensure that individ-
uals take their medication 
on time and will meet one-
on-one with each person to 
assess their goals and then 
help set up a plan to achieve 
them.  

The vacant site acquired 
for the project, located at 1060 
Reverend James Polite Ave-
nue, was previously privately 
owned.

 “It’s a project we like be-
cause we are not relying on 
city access,” says Emily Le-
hman, program director at 
NYC HPD.  

It will be a LEED building 
which means the space is at 
least 20 percent energy effi -
cient. Plans include a genera-
tor on the roof, solar panels, 
energy effi cient windows, and 
a courtyard for recreation. 

An affordable housing project will be located at 1060 Rev. James Polite 
Avenue. Photo Courtesy of Unique People’s Services
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All New York Yankees trademarks and copyrights are owned by the New York Yankees and used with the permission of the New York Yankees.

 
I LOVE THE YANKEES, 
MY FATHER LOVED 
THE YANKEES, 
EVEN MY FATHER’S 
FATHER WHO DID NOT 
LIKE SPORTS, ALSO 
LOVED THE YANKEES.
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Care is best when it’s 
close to your home.

If you live in Manhattan, The Bronx, Queens, Brooklyn,  
Staten Island, Westchester County or Long Island,  
CenterLight Healthcare is there for you.

15 CenterLight Healthcare facilities means care is  
close to you 
Our services include medical care, social activities and 
rehabilitation at neighborhood settings where the focus is on 
 you. Our health care teams give you the care you need, when 
 you need it and where you need it. Even if it’s in your home.

Find a local center or 
schedule a home visit. 
1-877-226-8500 (TTY711)
 8am to 8pm EST, 7 days week

MKT 03012015

Find a local center or 
schedule a home visit. 
1-877-226-8500 (TTY711)
 8am to 8pm EST, 7 days week

CenterLightHealthcare.org

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A new generation of snake 

oil salesmen are hawking al-
leged medical miracles, claim 
elected offi cials, community 
activists and former product 
distributors.

On Wednesday, December 
9, Senator Jeff Klein, Assem-
blyman Luis Sepulveda, Coun-
cilwoman Annabel Palma and 
Community Board 9 chair-
man Rogier van Vlissingen 
hosted a round table discus-
sion at CB 9’s offi ce to educate 
Soundview residents on the 
dangerous Herbalife get-rich-
quick scheme.

These deceptive Herbal-
ife Nutrition Clubs are prev-
alent in Hispanic commu-
nities, more specifi cally in 
immigrant communities, they 
charge.

According to Klein, six 
Herbalife Nutrition Clubs con-
duct business in Soundview 
while an additional 26 Bronx-
based and 60 citywide Herbal-
ife clubs were found to exist.

Soundview residents Fran-
cisco Payano and Maria David 
shared their negative experi-
ences with Herbalife during 
the discussion.

Payano, who lost the $50,000 

Herbalife distributors blast the business
he invested in Herbalife, was 
with his then wife when both 
were approached by a woman 
preaching the wonders of 
Herbalife.

 The couple was told they 
could make a fortune selling 
the Herbalife supplements, 
Payano recalled, and that led 
him and his wife to sign up as 
a distributor.

The couple could not afford 
to rent a storefront to open a 
nutrition club, so his wife con-
ducted the business from their 
residence.

“I tried to convince her 
this business was a pyramid 
scheme, but she was so into it,” 
said Payano. “I was very wor-
ried. I would have people ring-
ing my doorbell at 5 a.m. to get 
shakes. This was very much 
affecting the life of my chil-
dren and my marriage.”

Fed up, Payano gave his 
wife an ultimatum between 
him or Herbalife, but she 
choose the latter. 

Payano fi led for divorce 
and claims Herbalife ruined 
his family due to his ex-wife’s 
Herbalife obsession.

David, who lost her $15,000 
Herbalife investment, along 
with her three female co-work-

ers, was attracted to Herbal-
ife’s weight loss products after 
a nutrition club opened next to 
her job. 

David and her friends fre-
quented the club each morn-
ing to purchase shakes and 
tea. 

One day, the club’s man-
ager convinced them to start 
their own nutrition club. The 
four women ran a club for al-
most two years.

“It was very hard to recruit 

new members and according 
to our recruiter that’s where 
the big bucks were,” said Da-
vid. “One day, I was very frus-
trated because we had to keep 
buying so much product that 
I decided to count how many 
servings I could get out of the 
protein powder. I discovered 
that you can only make $15 out 
of it, but it cost $34 to buy.”

This discovery made Da-
vid and her friends sever their 
business ties with Herbalife 

and to rail against the prod-
uct.

Klein said Herbalife Inter-
national is an over billion dol-
lar corporation structured so 
its products can only be pur-
chased from a distributor. 

These distributors, who 
are not Herbalife employees, 
peddle products at their own 
prices to their family, friends 
and neighbors. 

Distributors earn dis-
counts on nutrition shakes, 
supplements and exilirs when 
they buy in bulk.

Prospective recruits are 
told a Herbalife start-up pack 
costs between $60 to $100, but 
they often spend more after 
being encouraged by their re-
cruiter to order larger quanti-
ties to qualify for discounts.

On average, a new members 
spends $1,800, however some 
make initial investments as 
high as $10,000.

“This is alarming because 
so many people are losing 
their money,” warned Klein.

Herbalife has been in con-
tact with Klein who says he 
will meet with Herbalife cor-
poration executives in the 
next few weeks to discuss the 
situation.

(l-r) Rogier van Vlissingen, CB 9 chairman; William Rivera, CB 9 district 
manager; Senator Klein, scam victim Maria David; Councilwoman Palma; 
scam victim Francisco Payano and Assemblyman Sepulveda at last 
Wednesday’s Herbalife roundtable discussion. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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liu.edu/pharmacy

APPLY NOW

 Nationally ranked training for pharmacists for 
over 125 years

Over 400 professional preceptors and 65 elite 
clinical affiliations

3 high-tech research laboratories

A global network of over 200,000 alumni

Led by Dean John Pezzuto, world-renowned scholar 
and researcher

ARNOLD & MARIE SCHWARTZ COLLEGE 
OF PHARMACY AND HEALTH SCIENCES

Doctor of Pharmacy  |  Doctor of Pharmaceutics  |  MS in Pharmaceutics
MS in Pharmacology/Toxicology  |  MS in Drug Regulatory Affairs

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Davalois Fearon, dancer, 

teacher and winner of a 2014 
Bronx Council on the Arts 
BRIO fellowship, has used 
her grant towards the ini-
tial choreographic endeavor 
of her piece ‘Consider Wa-
ter’ which she now performs 
across the U.S., most recently 
in Seattle, WA. 

After receiving a BFA 
from the Purchase College 
Conservatory of Dance pro-
gram Fearon was struggling 
with how to make a living do-
ing what she loved most.  

“I had wanted to do the 
piece, but I didn’t have the 
funding. The grant allowed 
me to leave the restaurant 

BRIO fellowship winner dances across America 
job I was working to go to a 
Florida residency and create 
the solo,” she said. 

Fearon works full time 
performing and teaching 
with the Stephen Petronio 
Company. 

She is also currently 
working on her master’s de-
gree in dance, taking classes 
online from the University of 
Wisconsin.  

The piece which she cho-
reographed and her husband, 
multi-reedist Mike McGinnis 
composed the music for, aims 
to raise awareness about the 
effect that water has on the 
world. 

“It’s something we use so 
much, but we don’t often con-
sider it. We use it when we 

get up to wash our faces, we 
use it when we bathe and we 
drink it, but we don’t often 
think about the people who 
don’t have any clean drink-
ing water because of disas-
ters like hurricanes.”

Fearon’s idea for the piece 
came after she had a conver-
sation with United Nation’s 
ambassor Robert V. Lierop. 

“I got a big spread in the 
New York Times and he con-
tacted me. We ended up talk-
ing about my growing up in 
Jamacia and this issue about 
water, and he asked me ‘well 
what are you gonna do about 
it’ ?”  

At fi rst Fearon had no 
idea, but she soon focused 
her energy into creating the 
piece through dance.

The piece takes the au-
dience through the various 
stages that water can be; 
gas, liquid, and solid. It then 
shows the joys that water 
brings with sweeping move-
ments, and contrasts the 
miracle of water with the de-
vestation it is capable of de-
livering. 

One scene shows a dry 
landscape as the background 
and almost no movement by 

I had wanted to do the piece, but I didn’t 
have the funding. The grant allowed me 

to leave the restaurant job I was working 
to go to a Florida residency and create 

the solo.
Davalois Fearon

dancers.   
“Living on the east coast 

we New Yorkers have an 
abundance of water, but so 
much of the rest of the world 
has a real shortage,” said 
Fearon.

Fearon plans on showcas-

ing ‘Consider Water’ in the 
Bronx this coming October 
at BAAD, as she still calls the 
Bronx her home. 

“I love the Bronx” said 
Fearon. “It’s great to bring 
the work that I do to the com-
munity.”

Davalois Fearon, BRIO fellowship winner.
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Children ages 5-12, $50 each

 Chicken Marsala  Eggplant Rollatini
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COMMUNITY
CHIROPRATIC

of Throggs Neck

Kenneth P. Gonoud D.C.

Trigger Point Injections

We Treat:
Acute and Chronic Pain, Back and Neck Pain

Headaches and Migraines, Sciatica and Pinched Nerves
Arthritis, Knee and Shoulder Pain

A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Last week, the Bronx lost a 

borough-born basketball pio-
neer.

On the morning of Thurs-
day, December 10, NBA legend 
Adolph ‘Dolph’ Schayes passed 
away after a six-month battle 
with terminal cancer. He was 
87 years old.

Schayes was born on May 
19, 1928 in the Bronx to Carl 
and Tina Schayes and grew up 
on Davidson Avenue and 183rd 
Street near Jerome Avenue in 
University Heights, where he 
began working on his game on 
the local playgrounds. 

At Creston Junior High 
School 79 and DeWitt Clinton 
High School, he led his team 
to the borough championship 
game.

He then played college bas-
ketball under Hall of Fame 
coach Howard Cann at New 
York University from 1945-48, 
where he won the Haggerty 
Award, which is given to the 
All-Metropolitan New York 
Division 1 men’s college player 
of the year, in 1948. 

The same year, he gradu-
ated with a bachelor’s degree 
in engineering.

NBA great Dolph Schayes passes at age 87
After graduating from 

NYU, Schayes was drafted by 
the New York Knicks in the 
1948 Basketball Association of 
America Draft and by the Tri-
Cities Blackhawks in the 1948 
National Basketball League 
Draft (before the BAA and the 
NBL merged to form the NBA 
in 1949). 

The latter of the two teams 
traded his rights to the Syr-
acuse Nationals, where he 
would lead them to the 1955 
NBA Championship over the 
Fort Wayne Pistons and spend 
all but one of his years as a 
basketball pro.

Schayes became a player-
coach in 1963, the year the 
team was relocated and re-
named the Philadelphia 76ers, 
and stayed the coach for two 
more seasons following his re-
tirement in 1964.

By the time he retired, 
Schayes held the NBA record 
for games played (996) and was 
second in scoring behind Mil-
waukee/St. Louis Hawks for-
ward/center Bob Pettit, hav-
ing scored over 18,000 career 
points. 

In his 15 years in the NBL 
and the NBA, Schayes played 

in 12 All-Star games and was 
named to six All-NBA fi rst 
teams. 

He was also named the NBA 
Coach of the Year in 1966.

A 6’8” power forward, 
Schayes was known primarily 
for his two-handed, high arc-
ing outside set shots, which 
he adjusted to after breaking 
his right arm and learning to 
shoot with his off-hand early 
in his career. However, he also 

used his powerful drive to the 
basket as a weapon against de-
fenders.

For his contributions to the 
NBA and the sport of basket-
ball, Schayes was named to 
the NBA’s 25th Anniversary 
Team in 1970, the NBA’s 50th 
Anniversary Team in 1997 
and was inducted into the Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame in 1972.

Additionally, he was also 
inducted into the Interna-

tional Jewish Sports Hall of 
Fame, the U.S. National Jew-
ish Sports Hall of Fame and 
the National Jewish Ameri-
can Sports Hall of Fame.

He is also the father of 
retired NBA player Danny 
Schayes, who played for seven 
NBA teams from 1981 to 1999.

Just last May, following 
Bronx Week 2015, Schayes was 
inducted into the Bronx Walk 
of Fame, where his name was 
emblazoned on a street sign 
of the Grand Concourse with 
other hometown heroes who 
were also inducted.

“I had the pleasure of meet-
ing and talking with (Dolph) 
Schayes this year, (when we 
inducted him into the Bronx 
Walk of Fame), for having rev-
olutionized the game of bas-
ketball,” said Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz, Jr. “As an 
avid fan of basketball, it was 
a great honor to meet some-
one who meant so much to the 
game and I will always cher-
ish those insights.”

Funeral services were held 
on Monday, December 14 at 
Temple Concord, 910 Madison 
Street in Syracuse. 

NBA Legend Dolph Schayes speaks 
about his career during his induc-
tion to the Bronx Walk of Fame last 
May as Borough President Ruben 
Diaz, Jr. looks on. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s offi ce

Dolph Schayes was a 12-time All-
Star and a six-time All-NBA First 
Team selection in his 15-year NBA 
career. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s offi ce
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Theodore Korony 

American Legion Post 253 is 
certainly in the holiday spirit.

The veteran posts’ mem-
bership, including its auxil-
iary and its Sons of the Ameri-
can Legion unit, coordinated 
a toy drive that delivered more 
than 700 toys for needy bor-
ough kids. 

They distributed the toys 
to eight charities that serve 
children and their families on 
Wednesday, December 16 and 
Thursday, December 17 from 
an operations hub in Throggs 
Neck. 

Among the recipients were 
several organizations that op-
erate homeless shelters and 
other charities. 

The yearly effort, named 
the Joseph Mazzariello Me-
morial Toy Drive after a post 
commander who coordinated 
the initiative for years, only 
donates to organizations that 
distribute the toys within the 
borough, said Judy Lanci, of 
the Korony Auxiliary. 

“The thing I love about 
the drive is there is zero over-
head,” said Lanci. “Every 

Korony Post Toy Drive A Success
dollar raised goes to buying 
toys.” 

A group of volunteers from 
the ‘Korony post family’ so-
licits donations, purchases 
and picks up toys, sorts them 
by age group and charity and 
hands them over when the 
charities come and pick them 
up, said Lanci. 

 Members of the post give 
cash donations, as do other in-
dividuals and businesses, she 
said. 

This year, the Throggs 
Neck Clipper at 3599 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, collected several 
bags of toys during its holi-
day party and donated them to 
the drive, and First Lutheran 
Church of Throggs Neck took 
up a collection, said Lanci. 

Participant Tony Ferrara, 
who has taken part in the 
drive for about 20 years, said 
that his goal is to one day ex-
pand. 

“There are a whole lot of 
kids out there that get nothing 
or very little,” said Ferrara, 
adding “This is something 
we do because we want to give 
back and at least the kids who 
get nothing or very little will 

have something under the 
tree.” 

The typical toy purchased 
during the drive costs be-
tween $5 and $8, and when 
more costly toys are donated, 
the post either fi nds a veter-
an’s family or donates them to 
an organization that will place 
the toy in a common area so 
that many children can enjoy 
it, explained Lanci. 

She added that the group 

looks to make good use of ev-
ery dollar. 

Youngland Stores, located 
at 2922 Third Avenue, sells the 
post discounted toys, and has 
done so for years, said Fer-
rara. This proves to be a big 
help in the effort, he said. 

A group that included 
Lanci, Ferrara, Dolores Stol-
tze, Lorraine Johnson and 
Gerry Ferrara was on hand, 
sorting toys on Wednesday, 

December 16 when members 
of Bronx Division 3 of the An-
cient Order of Hibernians 
dropped off a donation for the 
ongoing, annual effort. 

Joseph McManus, Divi-
sion 3 president, and Dennis 
Gallagher, the division’s trea-
surer were on hand to present 
the toy drive with a donation 
that was sizably larger than 
the one the group gave last 
year. 

Seen here during a check presentation to the toy drive on Wednesday, December 16 are (l-r) Dolores Stoltze; 
Lorraine Johnson; Joseph McManus, president Bronx Division 3, Ancient Order of Hibernians; Judy Lanci, Ko-
rony Post Auxiliary; Gerry Ferrara; Anthony Ferrara; Dennis Gallagher, treasurer of Bronx Division 3, Ancient 
Order of Hibernians. Community Newspaper Group / Patrick Rocchio
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Courtesy Of

White Plains Road BID

White Plains Road
2 5

IS COMING TO TOWN

Sat. & Sun. Dec. 19th. & 20th.

Support your Local Merchants at Pelham Parkway & White Plains Road where you will always find sales and bargins galore!

Happy Holidays

Business Improvement District

Santa Clause
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Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services.

Cleaning Completed By 1/15/16    Promo Code: DEC2
asthma & allergy friendly™��������	
���
����������
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Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

ANY CLEANING SERVICE

BEYOND CARPET CLEANING
CARPET  |  TILE & GROUT  |  HARDWOOD  |  UPHOLSTERY

AREA RUG  |  24HR EMERGENCY WATER SERVICES
1-800-STEEMER®  |  stanleysteemer.com

20   OFF
cross town

diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A Pelham Bay restaurant 

recently celebrated its one-
year anniversary.

On Thursday, December 3, 
DaFranco & Tony Ristorante, 
an Italian and seafood restau-
rant located at 2815 Middle-
town Road, held a party to 
celebrate its one-year anni-
versary and the acquiring of 
a full liquor license.

The restaurant offered an 
open bar to all of its custom-
ers to celebrate the important 
moment.

They also offered seating 

DaFranco & Tony celebrates anniversary

in the outdoor patio area in 
the back of the restaurant, 
which was not completed at 
the time of last year’s grand 
opening. 

The restaurant now seats 
an additional 20-25 custom-
ers. In total, the restaurant 
can seat 75 customers.

DaFranco and Tony, which 
opened on the same day last 
year, offers a wide variety 
of delicious cuisine and a ro-
mantic atmosphere for those 
in the neighborhood who 
don’t want to travel to Arthur 
Avenue or City Island to enjoy 
great Italian food and/or sea-

food.
“The customers have said 

that the restaurant has an ex-
citing atmosphere - but now 
they’re saying it’s even more 
exciting because of the recent 
improvements that have been 
completed,” said co-owner 
Frank Strellci, who moved to 

the United States at age 17 af-
ter he was born and raised in 
Kosova. 

“We are very proud of our 
one-year anniversary - and it 
was a great feeling to receive 
the support that we did from 
the community,” he added.

“This restaurant is an ex-
cellent and exciting addition 
to the neighborhood that pro-
vides a great experience for 
its customers,” said president 
of the Throggs Neck Mer-
chants Association Stephen 
Kaufman, who was pres-
ent during the celebration. 
“The owners are charitable, 
knowledgable and their food 
is terrifi c.”

“In my opinion, this is one 
of the best restaurants that 
the Bronx has to offer, and 
I’m very happy I was able to 
celebrate their one-year an-
niversary with them,” Kauf-
man added. 

The opening of the restau-
rant last year marked the sec-
ond eating establishment that 
the brothers Frank and Tony 
Strellci operate on Middle-
town Road.      

Frank’s Pizza, just up the 
block, opened 15 years ago.

This restaurant is 
an excellent and 

exciting addition to 
the neighborhood 

that provides a 
great experience 
for its customers.

Stephen Kaufman

(l-r) Owners Tony and Frank Strellci hold their liquor license during the restaurant’s one-year anniversary 
party. Photo by Edwin Soto
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2815 Middletown Road (next door to Frank’s Pizza)

TEL 718.684.2815 FAX 718.597.3331  
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS · WE DELIVER!

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE  
www.facebook.com/DaFrancoandTonyRistorante 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Monday–Thursday, 12–10:00PM
Friday & Saturday, 12–11:00PM

Sunday, 1:00–10:00PM

Authentic Italian Cuisine
Our resturant is available for business meetings or family functions

Da Franco & Tony
Ristorante

0ANTIPASTI (PLEASE CHOOSE ONE)
Avocado Salad with shrimp, chopped tomato & onions

Shrimp Cocktail Seafood Salad Trecolore Salad

Cesare Salad Arugula, Fresh Apple & Walnuts Salad

Meatballs Pomodoro Baked Clams Fried Calamari

0ENTRÉE (PLEASE CHOOSE ONE)
Linguini Frutta Di Mari Homemade Lasagna

Fettuccine Bolognese Garganelli A la Norma

Chicken Paillard topped with Salad

Breezed Short Ribs with pasta Vitelo Sorentino

Skirt steak Lamb Chops

Filet of Sole Stuffed w/ Lobster

Salmon con salsa di Dijon Branzino filet marechiaro 

0CHOICE OF DESSERT AND COFFEE
Tiramisu, Ricotta Cheesecake or  

Chocolate Soufflé with ice cream 

 Coffee, Cappuccino or Espresso

$40 per person, plus tax, plus gratuity
please call for reservations

0ANTIPASTI (PLEASE CHOOSE ONE)
Burrata With Tomato And Truffle Oil

Avocado Salad With Shrimp, Chopped Tomato And Onions.

Porcini Mushroom Salad With Fennel And Ricotta Cheese

Trecolore Salad Stuffed Portobello With Crab Meat 

Baked Clams Fried Calamari

0ENTRÉE (PLEASE CHOOSE ONE)
Linguini Frutta Di Mari Homemade Lasagna

Fettuccine With Salmon In A Vodka Sauce

Garganelli Sorentino

Chicken Stuffed With Spinach And Goat Cheese

Surf And Turf (Filet Mignon & Lobster Tail)

Steak Au Poivre Sauce Lamb Chops

Ossobuco With Risotto Filet Of Sole Crusted With 

Almonds Over Spinach Red Snapper Orange Sauce

0CHOICE OF DESSERT AND COFFEE 
Pistachio Cheesecake  Tartufo, Chocolate Cake 

Ricotta Cheesecake Or Tiramisu 

Coffee, Cappuccino Or Espresso

Dinner Includes A Complementary Glass Of Champagne 
At The End Of The Meal.

$50 per person, plus tax, plus gratuity.
Please call for reservations.

CHRISTMAS EVE 
at Da Franco & Tony Ristorante

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
at Da Franco & Tony Ristorante

please cal
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A local business is assisting Morris 

Park and neighboring communities for 
an annual Christmas tradition.

Giordano’s Big G, a meat and fi sh 
wholesale warehouse and market lo-
cated at 1554 Paulding Avenue, is spe-
cializing in seafood to help local cus-
tomers continue the Italian Christmas 
tradition of the Feast of the Seven 
Fishes.

For the annual holiday tradition, 
Giordano’s Big G is selling various 
kinds of seafood (at a discounted price), 
such as king crab legs, shrimp, cala-
mari, tilapia, fi let of sole and baccala 
(salted cod), the latter of which is very 
popular among the Italian population.

Giordano’s Big G, who has been a 
part of the tradition for 25 years, is also 
selling lobster tails of all sizes, includ-
ing tails from Brazil, which are consid-
ered to be among the best warm water 
lobster tails in the world. They also sell 
baby, one-ounce lobster tails, which are 
only $1.99 each.

Giordano’s Big G owner Carl Gior-
dano, who has the seafood imported 
from Brazil, India, Vietnam and Can-
ada, among other countries, said that 

Big G prepares for 
Feast of Seven Fishes 

the market gets more and more in-
volved in the tradition with every year 
that they participate.

“It’s a good feeling, especially dur-
ing this time of year, to help continue a 
holiday tradition,” said Giordano, who 
has been in business for over 40 years. 
“Each year, we (Giordano’s Big G) fi nd 
ourselves becoming more and more in-
volved and each year, we fi nd ourselves 
decreasing the prices from the year be-
fore.”

“We are here to provide the commu-
nity with all of the seafood they need for 
the holidays, whether they are Italian 
or not.”

Carl originally started the business 
from a truck in the mid-1970s, selling 
meat to restaurants and hotels before 
moving the business to 3434 E. Tremont 
Avenue in the early 1980s. 

In the mid-1990s, Giordano moved 
the business to its current location in 
Morris Park.

Currently, Giordano’s business, 
which also sells beef, pork, lamb, veal 
and poultry as well as frozen and fresh 
vegetables to restaurants and hotels as 
well as supermarkets, delis and street 
fair carnivals, is one of the few busi-

nesses in the area that has a butcher 
on the premises seven days a week that 
will custom cut all meats to order.

They are also one of the biggest 
Sabrett Hot Dog distributors in the 
Bronx.

Originally an Southern Italian tra-
dition, the Feast of the Seven Fishes in-

cludes the serving of at least seven dif-
ferent kinds of seafood at a dinner or a 
grand meal on Christmas Eve.

It is believed that the fi sh part of the 
tradition stems from the Catholic prac-
tice of abstaining from meat on Christ-
mas Eve, while the number seven refers 
to the sacraments.

Owner Carl Giordano holds lobster and shrimp, just two of the many seafood items that Gior-
dano’s Big G will be offering to customers in preparation for the Italian Christmas tradition.
 

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
183 West 231 Street

Bronx, NY 10463

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
1 East Fordham Road

Bronx, NY 10468

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
4260 Broadway

New York, NY 10033

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
2169 White Plains Rd.

Bronx, NY 10462

PARTIALS

Metal Partial: 
$800
Acrylic Partial: 
$600

SAME DAY

DENTURES

Reg. $1500
Now $1199

IMPLANTS
STARTING AT

$499

VALPLAST 

FLEXIBLE 

PARTIALS

Reg. $1500
Now $1200

CALL 1-855-70-COHEN
(26436)

X-Rays and Cleaning

$75
Call Now And Receive

Our Special
1 HOUR
ZOOM!

Teeth Whitening
Special

Regular Price $500 - $400 w/thids ad

NEW
PATIENT
SPECIAL
EXAM with this ad

www.cohensgentledental.com
*MOST INSURANCE PLANS

& MEDICAID ACCEPTED

Smile with Whiter! Brighter! Healthier Teeth!With An Extreme Smile Makeover!

2 IMPLANT
LOWER 
OVERDENTURE  

$4500

EXPIRES 10/31/15

*X-Rays, exam and cleaning are required before treatment

EXPIRES 01/31/16



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 18-24, 2015 33  BTR

O’CONNOR’S
C A R P E T  C E N T E R

would like to wish all our friends 
and neighbors in the Bronx a 

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy and Healthy New Year

3446 East Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY 10465
(718) 409-2020 | www.oconnorscarpets.com

Store Hours: Mon-Thurs. 9am–6pm
                      Fri. & Sat. 9am–5pm
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Assemblyman Michael Benedetto and the Throggs Neck Merchants Association hosted the annual Throggs Neck Christmas Tree Lighting and Toy 
Giveaway on Sunday, December 6.  The holiday tradition at DeRosa O’Boyle Triangle featured a visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus and gifts for the com-
munity children which were donated by the merchants.  St. Benedict’s chorus sang Christmas carols, and Lehman High School volunteers helped set 
up the event, which was coordinated by Assemblyman Benedetto’s offi ce.  Pictured below, Members of the St. Benedict’s Children’s Choir, led by Ann 

Myers performed during the event. Assemblyman Benedetto (c, back) thanked everyone who helped make the tree lighting a success.

Throggs Neck

Christmas Tree Lighting
and Toy Giveaway

(1) Lehman High School students volunteered with the 
Throggs Neck Merchants Association to spread cheer 
during the event. Pictured are Raiza, Emily, Shandy, 
Bruce, Ashley, Shah, Michael, Janenda and Jason Con-
cepcion as Spongebob. Photo by Laura Stone

(2) (l-r) John Marano, Sharon Camilleri, Gerri Colon, Audrey 
Iszard, Senator Jeff Klein and Stephen Kaufman, president 
of the Throggs Neck Merchants Association 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(3) Elizabeth Espinosa was excited to 
meet Santa and Mrs. Claus. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(4) Santa’s helpers Sharon Camilleri (l) and Gerri Colon 
prepare to distribute the gifts purchased by the Throggs 
Neck Merchants Association. Photo by Laura Stone

(5) Natalia (l) and Marie Coatl, both of Throggs Neck, 
show the gifts they received from Santa Claus. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Made in Puerto Rico staff members (l-r) 
Franklin Vega, manager Febricio Alonzo and 
Carol Diaz prepared samples for the crowd. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) John Collazzi, chief of staff to 
Assemblyman Michael Benedetto; 
Assemblyman Benedetto and 
Benedetto staff member John 
Korres at the tree lighting event. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

1

2

4 5 6
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New Throggs Neck Shopping Center (Bronx, NY)

www.wineliquorsuperstore.com

* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 12/29/2015

We will match printed prices from other NYC Liquor stores

Patron
Silver

$4299
750ml

1.75L is $96.67
Each with purchase

of 3 bottles

Tito’s
Vodka

$29 87
1.75l

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Wray &
Nephew

Overproof
White

$35 99
1.75l

Skyy
Vodka 80

$19 99
1.75l

New
Amsterdam

Vodka &
Flavored

$19 50
1.75l

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

750ml
Jack Daniels

Black

On Sale
 $4499

1.75L

750ml

Effen
Vodka

Guigal 
Cotes

du Rhone

$1250
Each with 

purchase of 3 
bottles

Korbel

750ml
750ml

Voda
Vodka

$899
1 L

$1149
1.75l

$775
750ml

Smirnoff
Vodka

$1999
1.75l

Bacardi 
Light & Gold

$1799
1.75l

Hennessy 
VS

$6199
1.75l

Dewars
White Label

$3499
1.75l

Regular,Black Cherry, Raspberry, 
Cucumber

Moet
Nectar

$4334

Each with
purchase of 3

bottles

Da Vinci 
Chianti

$916

Veuve
Cliquot

Yellow Label

$4235
Each with

purchase of
3 bottles

BRING THIS AD IN

50
GET FREE POINTS 

ON REWARDS 
CLUB!

On Sale
$2699

750ml Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

750ml
Each with

purchase of
3 bottles

On Sale
$1099

Louis Jadot 
Beaujolais

Villages

$1187
750ml

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

750ml
Each with

purchase of
3 bottles

Glenmorangie 
10 

$3564
750ml

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

750ml

750ml

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Moet
Imperial

$3899
750ml

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Werewolf

On Sale
$599

750ml

Cabernet Sauvignon,
Pinot Noir, Merlot

ARMAND DE BRIGNAC
ACE OF SPADES CHAMPAGNE BRUT 

750ml

Sale
$24999

Smoke Tree
Sonoma

Chardonnay

$1391

Deloach Vineyards
Pinot Noir
Heritage
Reserve 

$834

Gazela Vinho 
Verde

$429



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 18-24, 201536    BTR

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

JUMBO SHRIMP ON ICE 
(16-20 CT) 9.99 lb.

CLEAN SHRIMP (I.Q.F.) 2 lb. BAGS

MEDIUM SHRIMP  (51-60 CT)............7.99 lb.

LARGE SHRIMP  (31-40 CT)...............8.50 lb.

JUMBO SHRIMP  (21-25 CT)..............9.99 lb.

SUPER JUMBO  (15 CT)........................14.99 lb.

COOKED SHRIMP (I.Q.F.) 2 lb. BAGS

MEDIUM  (71-90 CT).............................9.99 lb.

LARGE  (31-40 CT)...............................12.50 lb.

JUMBO  (21-25 CT)..............................14.99 lb.

EXTRA JUMBO (16-20 CT).............17.50 lb.

We Take E.B.T. CARD
718-892-7798
Fax 718-892-7919

OYSTER BAY
IMITATION CRAB MEAT

2 1/2 LBS...........................9.99 each

TILAPIA FILET
(3-5 OZ).............................3.99 lb.

WHOLE COOKED CLAMS....3.99 
FRESH CLAMS.....................6.99 .

STUFFED CLAMS (9 PK).....5.99 

3  each

4  each

5  each 

6  each

7  each

8  each

BRAZIL LOBSTER TAILS

MUSSELS..........................................2.99 lb.

NEW ZEALAND GREEN SHELL MUSSELS  
2 LBS.................................................4.99 lb.

BACALAO (1 LB.BAG).................9.99 lb.

BACALAO SUPER JUMBO
SOAKED OR DRY............................12.99 lb.

JUMBO SNOW CRAB CLUSTER....12.99 lb.

KING CRAB (14-17 CT)..............19.99 lb.

KING CRAB LEGS (9-12 CT)...... 24.99 lb.

ANCHOVIES FLAT FILETS ... 12.99 

OCTOPUS
(4-6)..................................4.99 lb.

CALAMARI CLEANED
(5-8) 2 1/2 LBS.............12.99 each

JUMBO (8-12 CT)
4.4 LBS..................................19.99
CALAMARI CLEANED TUBE ONLY
JUMBO (8-12 CT)
2 1/2 LBS.........................14.99

FRESH
SEAFOOD
AVAILABLE
PLEASE ORDER FRESH FISH

24 HOURS IN ADVANCENEW YORKS LARGEST SELECTION

NOW TAKING HOLIDAY ORDERS - FREE DELIVERY
MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR

E-Z PEEL COOKED SHRIMP  (3  26-30 CT)............ 9.99 lb. 10.99 lb.

PREMIUM
SEAFOOD MIX

24.99

BABY
LOBSTER

TAILS
1.99 each

 40 CT WITH COCKTAIL SAUCE

SHRIMP
COCKTAIL

24.99

PREMIUM HANDPICKED

CRAB MEAT
WILD CAUGHT PASTURIZED

29.99 lb.

OPEN 

CLOSED

BUTCHER ON DUTY
7 DAYS A WEEK

ALL MEATS CUSTOM
CUT YOUR WAY
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Cafe NoelCafe Noel
at Calvaryat Calvary

Calvary Hospital hosted Cafe Noel, an annual 
holiday party for patients and their families, 
on Wednesday, December 9.  The event has 
been sponsored for 40 consecutive years by 
the Bronx Restaurant & Tavern Owners Asso-
ciation.  It featured a delicious meal, holiday 
music, the NYPD Emerald Society Bagpipers 
and Santa Claus.  Photos by Silvio Pacifi co

(Top) Santa’s helpers (l-r) Margaret Lehane, Ruthie 
Mariella,Peggy Lixfi eld, Marcie Mullian, Giselle Vasquez, 
Maureen O’Brien and Lisa Plaza
(Middle row l) Ed Gorman (l) and Sybil Singleton celebrated 
Cafe Noel with Lacy Matthews.

(Middle row c)Steve Kuehme was groving to the music as he 
was wheeled into the party by Jean Carroll and Ed Gorman.

(Middle row r) Frank Calamari, president and CEO 
of Calvary, with Santa Claus, Tony Aromando..

(Botom left) Ronald Rios, surrounded by familt 
and friends: Aimee, Erik and Emma.

(Botom center) Nanette Metropolis (c, sitting) with 
her family and friends (l-r) Dan Rostrop. Mary Den-
trone, James Metropolis and Susan Treble.

(Above) Marlene Humphreys and 
Margaret Lehane (r) helped An-
thony Bellizzio celebrate.
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NEW OWNERS!  NEW MANAGEMENT!  NEW RESPECT FOR YOU!

MEMBER SPONSORED

Surf Club
THE NEW

On The Sound

Santa Claus

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19
11 AM TO 2 PM

Come Have Your 
Child’s Photo 

taken With
Santa Claus...
And Receive A 

FREE TOY
R.S.V.P. by 12/16/15

IS COMING TO
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This past Thanksgiving, the Theordore Korony American Legion Family with help from the 
Homeless Network Housing System, purchased complete Thanksgiving meals to feed local 
veteran families and families in need residing at homeless shelters throughout the Bronx. 

KORONY AMERICAN LEGION TURKEY DRIVE

Ravi Rumpersaud, HNHS director (left); Korony members Richard and Lorraine Johnson and 
Judy and John Lanci and Eva Maladonado, HNHS supervisior and U.S. Navy veteran donated 
Thanksgiving meals to help feed the borough’s hungry veteran families. 
 Photo courtesy of Theodore Korony American Legion Family

The Van Nest Neighborhood Alliance held 
its annual holiday party on Wednesday, 
December 2 at the Monsignor Fiorentino 
Apartments to celebrate the upcoming 
holiday season. Pictured above (l-r) Bob 
Nolan, VNNA senior advisor; Bernadette Fer-
rara VNNA president; John Messenger, VNNA 
treasurer, Marie Santillana, VNNA sergeant 
at arms; Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda, Mar-
ian Manfredi, VNNA secretary and Sharlene 
Jackson-Mendez, VNNA vice president. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

VN NEIGHBORHOOD 
ALLIANCE HOLIDAY

 PARTY

The youngest attendee at the meeting/party 
Cassie Knight strikes a pose with Ferrara. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Philip Berry, vice chair of the Board of Trustees at the City University of New York and Ruben 
Diaz, Jr., Borough President stop for a photograph at the 1st Annual Hispanic Achievers 
Reception. YMCA of Greater New York

The YMCA of the Greater NY Area partnered with Colgate-Palmolive to host the 1st Annual 
Hispanic Achievers Reception.  The fundraiser, which took place on December 1, recognized 
excellence in leadership and community service by Hispanic individuals in the business com-
munity of NYC.   Honorees included Ruben Diaz Jr., borough president; Jessica Rodriguez, 
executive vice president and chief marketing offi cer of Univision Communications, Inc.; and 
Dr. Antonio Perez, president of the Borough of Manhattan Community College, CUNY.

BP DIAZ HONORED AT HISPANIC 
ACHIEVERS RECEPTION

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. (left) stands with Rabbi Levi Shemtou who offers a prayer 
before lighting the Bronx’s largest menorah. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz’s Offi ce

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. joined Rabbi Levi Shemtou of Riverdale’s Chadbad 
Lubavitch to light the Bronx’s largest Menorah located in Bell Tower Park to commemorate 
the second day of Chanukah.

DIAZ LIGHTS BRONX’S LARGEST MENORAH
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TOO TIRED TO COOK?
YOU RING ... WE BRING ... $10.00 MIN.

Order Brady’s To Go @ www.pjbradystogo.com
We Deliver to The 

Beach Clubs!

PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE
Seating Is Available For 

Large Dinner Parties 
MANY PACKAGES AVAILABLE

CATERING 
AVAILABLE 

FOR ALL 
BOROUGHS

BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY NOW...

CORONA
BEER 

BUCKETS

FRESH 
CLAMS! 

MUSSELS!

BUY 2 LARGE PIES 
& GET AN ORDER OF 

WINGS FREE
EAT-IN OR TO GO

PIZZA
SPECIAL

TRY OUR DELICIOUS NEW 

SICILIAN PIE!

WE NOW CARRY 

DOGFISH 
BEER

Place Your Christmas and New Year’s Eve 
Orders!  We Are Open

Christmas Eve, New Years Eve and
New Years Day!

We Wish Everyone
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On Saturday, December 12, the Allerton Avenue Homeowners and Tenants Association held their annual Christmas Party at Pasta Pasta Restaurant. The restaurant, located at 2023 Wil-
liamsbridge Road, offered the perfect venue for the holiday-themed party. Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj and Senator Jeff Klein were among those who attended the event.

ALLERTON AVENUE HOMEOWNERS AND TENANTS HOLD CHRISTMAS PARTY

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj gathers with members of the Allerton Avenue Homeowners and Tenants Association at their Christmas Party. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Excited Boston Market employees and guests stand in front of John ‘Crash’ Matos’ awe-
inspiring mural. Photo courtesy of Brand Marketing and Entertainment

An inside peek of the newly opened Boston Market located at Triangle Plaza Hub. 
 Photo courtesy of Brand Marketing and Entertainment

The Bronx offi cially welcomed Boston Market at recently opened Triangle Plaza Hub on Sat-
urday, December 5 with a grand opening ceremony which included the unveiling of a Boston 
Market mural created by Bronx-based and highly acclaimed graffi ti artist, John ‘Crash’ Ma-
tos, to bring the borough’s culture of food art and music to life.

BOSTON MARKET AT TRIANGLE PLAZA HUB

Leo Soliman, religion teacher, and AMSU students played Bingo with the residents of Edison 
Arms. Photo courtesy of AMSU

Academy of Mount St. Ursula students participated in a Day of Service on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 24 in the spirit of the high school’s motto: the Latin word “serviam” which means ‘I 
serve.’  Some of the service activities included  setting up Thanksgiving Dinner at Serviam 
Gardens, working with children at the Concourse House, assisting teachers at Our Lady of 
Refuge and St. Ann’s Schools, spending time with the senior citizens at St. Patrick’s Home, 
Sr. Annunciata Bethel Senior Center, Edison Arms and performing International Night acts 
at Andrus on the Hudson Senior Care Community. 

MOUNT ST. URSULA DAY OF SERVICE

Monore College hosted its 27th Annual Win-
ter Wonderland celebration for students and 
their families on Sunday, December 6.  King 
Hall on the campus was transformed with 
joyous holiday decorations including Christ-
mas trees.  Gifts were provided and children 
got to take their picture with Santa Claus. 

MONORE COLLEGE 
WINTER

 WONDERLAND

A life-sized cartoon character greets the 
children at the Monroe College Winter Won-
derland. 
 Photo courtesy of Monroe College
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Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

Delivery Service 
Available

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT:
WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

SUNDAY
BRUNCH
BUFFET

$1695
per person

Soup or Tossed Caesar Salad
16 oz. Shell Steak Dinner
Potato - Vegetable
Coffee - Bread Pudding or N.Y. Cheesecake
Glass of Wine or Pint of Beer

MONDAY NIGHT 
STEAK DINNER 
SPECIAL

$25

Bobby Is Now Delivering Everyday From 4pm Until 
The Kitchen Closes...
With Prompt and Reliable Service...

Stop By This 

Holiday Season 
and Enjoy A 

Festive Holiday 
Lunch or Dinner 

In Our Decorated 
Dining Rooms.
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Fordham Road 
Aglow at Christmas 

Tree Lighting
The Sparkling Heart of Fordham is still beat-
ing this holiday season.  Hosted by the Ford-
ham Road Business Improvement District and 
Infi nity Health, the annual Holiday Sparkling 
Heart of Fordham Celebration and Christmas 
Tree lighting ceremony was held on Friday, De-
cember 11 at Bryan Park to the delight of many 
local attendees.  Jolly Old Saint Nick made a 
visit to meet with local children and give them 
presents.  The festivities concluded with the 
traditional symbolic Christmas Tree lighting 
which made Fordham Road shine bright for the 
holiday season.
     Pictired left, Event host, Rina Valentin from 
BronxNet, gets ready to start all of the eve-
ning’s festivities.
        Pictured below, (l-r) Members of Fordham 
University’s choir, Gloria D’ei, choir director; 
Paul Schutz; Amanda Hassan; Julianne Marta 
and Victoria Pitz sing their hearts out while 
performing ‘Silent Night’.performing Silent Night .

Daniel Bernstein, Fordham BID deputy director (left) stands with Santa Claus and 
Infi nity Health’s Illeana Ellis Yarborough and Victor Hague during last Friday’s cel-
ebration.

Photos by Laura Stone

Jailene Isabella Alvarez (c) and her mother, Fatima Velez 
were ecstatic to meet Santa.

Above, Members of the Fordham University 
choir, Fordham Road BID and Infi nity Health 
celebrated the holiday season together 
last Friday evening.

Left, (l-r) Ischia Bravo, Bronx Democratic Par-
ty executive director; Wilma Alonso, Fordham 
BID executive director, Councilman Fernando 
Cabrera, BronxNet and event host Rina Val-
entin, Daniel Bernstein, Fordham BID deputy 
director; volunteer Vincent Tsai and Ashley 
Torres from NYC Comptroller’s Offi ce were 
delighted to attend last week’s celebration.
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The Board of Directors announces 
the appointment of Haydee Morales as 
Casita Maria’s new executive director. 

Morales has decades of experience 
in communitybased programming and 
management. For over 13 years, Morales 
served as vice president of Education 
and Training at Planned Parenthood of 
New York City. In this role, she expanded 
the education department from 18 to 60 
professionals and grew the number of 
young people and families served from 
10,000 to over 25,000.

Morales previously developed her ex-
pertise in working with underserved pop-
ulations at communitybased organiza-
tions such as the Committee for Hispanic 
Children and Families, the Hispanic AIDS 
Forum, and Morris Heights Health Center. 
Her national experience includes working 
in Puerto Rico and in US border commu-
nities with the March of Dimes, and her 
international experience includes man-
aging offi ces and programming in South 
Africa and the Dominican Republic with 
PPNYC. Morales was also the vision-
ary, cofounder, and executive director of 
Casa Atabex Ache, which served thou-
sands of women and girls in the south 
Bronx. Artists who have worked with Mo-
rales, including Mariposa, BombaYo, and 
Circa 95 are all enthusiastic about her re-
turn to the Bronx and her leadership role 
at Casita Maria.

Morales has been published fre-
quently writing on health and the Latino 
community. Currently she is a guest col-
umnist for El Diario La Prensa . Her many 
awards and citations include the Mujer 
Destacada from El Diario La Prensa, 
Groundbreaking Latina from Catalina 
magazine, and the Union Square Award 
from the Fund for the City of New York. 
She is a graduate of Hunter College, 
earning her B.S. in Community Health 
Education and her masters at Audrey Co-
hen College in Human Services Adminis-
tration. She is a former Ford Foundation 
Fellow of the Latino Leadership Oppor-
tunity Program and is a 2004 Research 
Fellow of the Robert Bowne Founda-
tion. She also completed the We Are The 
Bronx Fellowship and Mujeres de HACE, 
a women’s professional development and 
leadership program.

* * *
The Mosholu Montefi ore Commu-

nity Center is currently recruiting moti-
vated individuals with a desire to enter 
the workforce for the next cycle of its 
YAIP program, a 14- week program fea-
turing job readiness training and PAID in-
ternships. Job placement and college as-
sistance are available once the program 
is completed.

Must be a New York City resident, 
ages 17-24, unemployed and out of 
school. Those with college degrees and 
previous YAIP participants are not eligi-

New executive director 
named at Casita Maria

ble. Eligibility documentation is required, 
17 year olds must have working papers 
for employment. Priority will go to Bronx 
residents.

Slots are limited so do not wait. Call a 
YAIP representative at (718) 652-0282 for 
more information and to see if you qualify 
for this great opportunity.

All programs are free. For complete 
information call (718) 882-4000.

* * *
The Academy of Mount St. Ursula 

announce   that Cinthia Ibarra, a member 
of the Class of 2016 and AMSU Student 
Body president, has been selected for 
admission to the University of Pennsylva-
nia’s College of Arts and Sciences with a 
QuestBridge College Match Scholarship.

The QuestBridge Scholarship is a 
national scholarship program that con-
nects the nation’s brightest low-income 
students to America’s best universities. 
This year, only 657 fi nalists from across 
the country were matched with Quest-
Bridge College Match awards at the 36 
QuestBridge partner colleges, and only 
51 students were admitted as Quest-
Bridge Scholars at Penn. To learn more 
about QuestBridge, visit: http://www.
questbridge.org/about-questbridge/mis-
sion-a-vision.

* * *
In partnership with Bronx House, 

Monroe College is offering courses to 
prepare students for the upcoming Jump-
start Program at Bronx House. 

High school juniors and seniors have 
the opportunity to earn tjree credit col-
lege course for free. 

The program begins January 11, 2016 
until March 2016 every Monday and 
Wednesday from 5 to - 7 p.m. at Bronx 
House. 

Students need to register by Decem-
ber 21 Call Fred Lopez at (718) 792-1800 
ext. 229 or Fred@Bronxhouse.org for 
more information.

* * *
Bronx tenants now have greater ac-

cess to free legal help to deal with hous-
ing, government benefi ts, and kinship 
family law matters at a new legal intake 
center at the Bridge Builders Storefront 
at 156 West 164th Street in Highbridge, 
operated by MFY Legal Services.

 MFY housing attorneys will be avail-
able to meet with tenants who are facing 
eviction or living with dangerous or sub-
standard conditions in their apartments 
from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Tuesday through 
Thursday. Attorneys will provide advice, 
counsel and representation in court as 
needed. No appointment is needed. Ten-
ants who cannot come to The Storefront 
can speak to a housing attorney by call-
ing (212) 417-3889 during those same 
hours. 

Information can be found at www.mfy.
org or by calling 212-417-3700.

H appy
N ew Year
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JOIN US FOR THE BEST PARTY IN TOWN!!!

DINING ROOM WILL BE OPEN UNTIL 10PM

Throggs Neck

CLIPPER
Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks
A place where strangers are not strangers ... but friends who have yet to meet!

D
A

IL
Y

L
U

N
C
H

 &
 D

IN
N

E
R
 

S
P
E
C
IA

L
S
 F

A
X

E
D

 

O
N

 R
E
Q
U

E
S
T

F
R

E
E

W
I-F

I

EARLY BIRD DINNER $2 DOMESTIC PINTS SUNDAY BRUNCH CHECK OUT OUR
MARTINI MANIA & 

FROZEN FRENZY 
DRINKS MENU

$7 BAR LUNCHES
Monday–Thursday 4PM–6PM

Soup or Salad,
 Entrée, Coffee & Dessert

11AM–3PM

Includes choice of Mimosa, 
Bloody Mary or Glass Of Beer

Traditional Irish Breakfast

Til 6PM

Monday–Friday 12PM–4PM

$1395

14oz CUT OF BLACK 
ANGUS PRIME RIB

SOUP OR SALAD, PRIME RIB POTATO, 
VEGETABLES & DESSERT

$1995

PRIME RIB TUESDAYS

THE CLIPPER CREW
WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL OUR

CUSTOMERS AND THEIR FAMILIES
A VERY

NEW YEARS DAY BRUNCH 

NEW YEARS DINNER 
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Brain   

Cervical spine

Lumbar spine

Knee

Shoulder

High-field ‘MRI 

without walls’

15 minutes

15 minutes

19 minutes

20 minutes

15 minutes

Low-field Open or 

Standup MRI 

40 minutes

30 minutes

30 minutes

45 minutes

45 minutes

For an appointment call (718) 931-5620 or visit www.udmi.net  

Time is on your side at University Diagnostic Medical Imaging! Our latest generation in open “MRI Without 

Walls” provides high-field image quality in a completely open design which takes LESS time and collects 

MORE data than a low-field open or standup MRI. That means a more accurate diagnosis in half the time. Plus, 

our completely open design provides a better patient experience. Isn’t it time you changed your radiologist.   

Time for the ‘MRI Without Walls’

1200 Waters Place, Suite M108 • Bronx, NY 10461

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.
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Senator Jeff Klein, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj and members of the community united on 
Monday, December 7 to celebrate the annual Menorah lighting outside of Bronx House to 
recognize the second day of Chanukah. 

BRONX HOUSE RECOGNIZES CHANUKAH

(l-r) Susan Martinez, program coordinator; William Alex, after-school counselor; Jeremy 
Warneke, Community Board 11 district manager; Senator Klein; Assemblyman Gjonaj; Rabbi 
Greenberg and Howie Martin stand together with happy Bronx House kids in front of the 
Menorah.  Photo by Miriam Quin

The City Island Chamber of Commerce joined together with members of Temple Beth El to 
hold its annual Menorah lighting at Hawkins Park on Sunday, December 6.  The crowd sang 
Chanukah songs, with Jayden Clark, 7, pulling the switch to light the Menorah with the help 
of  Paul Klein, CICC vice president. 
      Pictured, The Menorah is lit in Hawkins Park. Photo by Miriam Quin

CITY ISLAND MENORAH LIGHTING

In a display of peace and solidarity, Bronxites united at La Pentola Restaurant on Saturday, 
December 12 to pay their respects to the victims of the November 15 Paris, France terrorist 
attacks which left over 120 innocent people dead. 

LA PENTOLA CONDUCTS PARIS TRIBUTE

Young and old alike united last Saturday to honor the lives lost in November 15, 2015 Paris, 
France terrorist attacks. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Fr. Rey Rosado, Shabbir Sharif Ishtiag, Lucy Elena Sanchez Cruz, Dr. Filippo Vita, Mychal 
Sola and Joseph Thompson pay their respects to the victims of the terror attacks. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

St. Francis Xavier School and Parish Christmas Pageant was held on Sunday, December 13.  
Included in the pageant at the Morris Park school were the parish’s Religious Education 
Students and its pastor Father Matthew Furey reenacting the fi rst Christmas.  Volunteers 
Dale Kolarek, Set to Go Studios, Mario and Ryan Gamilo, the teachers of Sunday School and 
all the parents of the children.

The 7th and 8th graders perform a lively holiday dance. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

On Thursday, December 3, the Bronx Manhattan Board of Realtors held their 31st annual Hol-
iday Party and Toy Drive. The event, which was held at Marina de Rey Caterers, celebrated 
the upcoming holidays and donated toys to children in need.

BOARD OF REALTORS HOLD HOLIDAY PARTY

(l-r) Margarite Paxton, honorees Marilyn Bennett Wegh, Vickie Green and Lois Marchand, 
Danielle Erickson Noak, BMNAR vice president, Eliezer Rodriguez, BMNAR executive offi cer, 
Kathy Zamechansky, BMNAR president, and honoree Joseph Consentino. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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The Locust Point Civic Association hosted a Breakfast with Santa Claus event on Saturday, 
December 12 for local children to meet jolly old Saint Nick at the civic association’s 3300 
Tierney Place facility.

LOCUST POINT CIVIC’S BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 

Effi e and Valentina Barkas met Santa Claus last Saturday who gave Effi e a gift for Christmas.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Santa visited Locust Point with his elven helpers Amy Riker, Cookie Romako and Kaitlyn 
Brandstetter. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Joanne Toco, Ed Toch, Al Belfi eri, Kathy Collin and Marguerite Allard cooked a delicious 
meal for Santa and his guests. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Waterbury-LaSalle Community Association held its annual Christmas celebration, tree 
lighting and Santa Claus visit on Sunday, December 6.  A Christmas tree was lit at Schneider-
Sampson Park, and then Santa Claus rode in on a horse drawn carriage donated by Château 
Stables.  Santa Claus gave out stockings fi lled with gifts to the children.

WATERBURY LASALLE CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING

        Pictured above, Michael Guarnieri, 10 months, attended the celebration. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Annie Boller (l) and Michelle Torrioni were in the holiday spirit. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

(l-r) Maria Scafani; Fannie Scafani; Kenneth Kearns, Community Board 10 district manager; 
Andrew Chirico; Councilman James Vacca; Senator Jeff Klein; Michele Torrioni; Virginia 
Strasser and Annie Boller Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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Pawn Your Jewelry
Need instant cash but don’t want to sell it? Th en PAWN IT!

Get Instant CASH NOW, then you can Re-buy it!
It’s a great option when you need CASH NOW!

Jewelry Sales

718.931.1932

Can Trust!

WE SELL

SILVER
10 AND

100 OZ BARS

WE SELLSILVER10 AND100 OZ BARS
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A fall festival was recently held on 2120 St. Raymond’s Avenue to celebrate the autumn 
season. The event, which took place just steps from P.S. 106, included games, photo booths, 
dancing and more. Both students and teachers from P.S. 106 were in attendance.

FALL FESTIVAL HELD IN PARKCHESTER

P.S. 106 teachers gather during the fall festival. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

On Wednesday, December 9, the Bronx Republican Party Team held its annual Holiday Gath-
ering Party at the Bronx Republican Party headquarters, 3029 Middletown Road. The party 
offered light food and beverages to those in attendance.  Attendees were also asked to 
bring a toy for the Bronx Republican Party Team’s ‘Santa’s Wonderland’ event, which was 
held on Sunday, December 13.  Toys were donated to Bronx children ages 14 and under.
      Pictured, (l-r) Raphael Savinv, Elizabeth Richardson, Dorothy Delayo, Perry Mihilens, John 
Greaney, Shemeen Chappell and Ernest Kebreau. Photo by Miriam Quin

BRONX REPUBLICANS HOLD HOLIDAY PARTY

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto and the Throggs Neck Merchants Association hosted the 
annual Throggs Neck Christmas Tree Lighting and Toy Giveaway on Sunday, December 6.  

The holiday tradition at DeRosa O’Boyle Triangle featured a visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus 

SANTA CLAUS VISITS TN SHOPPING CENTER

Manuel Rodriguez and his mom, Melody Ruiz, sit next to Santa during his visit. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Vic Sab, Just Nuts music teacher, and his students visited New Rochelle-based radio station, 
WVOX AM 1460 on Friday, December 4 to visit radio show host, Dennis Dion Nardone and sit 
in on his talk radio show.  Students learned the radio trade from producer Jerryl Bell, met 
WVOX’s expansive staff, enjoyed delicious WVOX baked cookies and received a CD recording 
of Nardone’s show they participated in last week.

JUST NUTS MUSIC STUDENTS VISIT WVOX

Vic Sabatino, Just Nuts music teacher (c) and his students visited WVOX AM 1460 to met 
radio show host, Dennis Dion Nardone (right). Photo cortesy of Vic Sab

The Chippewa Democratic Club in Westchester Square held their annual holiday party on Thursday, December 10.  Elected offi cials from both the 82nd Assembly District, which the club 
serves, and beyond attended the festive celebration. 

CHIPPEWA CLUB HOLIDAY PARTY 

(l-r) l-r: Supreme Court Judge Linda Lopez; Councilman James Vacca, Bronx County Party 
Chairman and Assemblyman Marcos Crespo; Tom Messina from Congressman Crowley’s 
offi ce; 82nd Assembly District Leader Marjorie Velazquez; 80th Assembly District Leader 
Andrea Siegel; Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.; Supreme Court Judge Lizbeth Gonzalez; 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, Bronx Times Reporter Editor John Collazzi and Michael Rivade-
nyera, Councilman Vacca’s chief of staff. Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Michael Rivadenyera, Councilman Vacca’s chief of staff; 82nd Assembly District Leader 
Marjorie Velazquez; Assemblyman Michael Benedetto; Luisa Benedetto; Lynn Koester; For-
mer 82nd District Leader Jeff Lynch; Noreen Kilkenny; Craig Hughes, club board of directors; 
Ed Koester, club president; John Collazzi, 82nd Assembly District Leader and Bronx Times 
Editor. Photo by Laura Stone
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DOBBS FERRY  |  MANHATTAN  |  BRONX  |  YORKTOWN HEIGHTS  |  ONLINE

TRANSFER DAY
ALL FOUR CAMPUSES � MONDAY, DECEMBER 21

��Personal attention - meet with 
    your personal mentor on average, 
    16 times per semester*

� Affordable - one of the lowest 
    private tuitions in the country

��Distinguished faculty

��Maximum number of 
    credits accepted†

��Over 90 undergraduate and graduate 
    degree � certi�cate programs

� Flexible scheduling - days, nights, 
    weekends & online

* The national average is just 3 times per semester. † Up to 75 credits from a two-year institution or up to 90 credits from a four-year institution. Most other colleges only accept up to 60 transfer credits.
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Musical IQ and Bronx YMCA Family Ties Program participants

Family Ties is a free pro-
gram offered by the Bronx 
YMCA that was created to en-
hance family bonding within 
the Bronx community. The 
program provides families 
with essential tools which en-
courage a healthy lifestyle. 
Held on Fridays and Sundays, 
families can engage in fun 
fi lled activities such as arts 
and crafts, nutritional edu-
cation, physical fi tness, and 
much more. The program is 
sponsored by Senator Jeff 
Klein’s $200,000 generous do-
nation to the YMCA of Greater 
New York. 

On Sunday, October 18, they 
welcomed their fi rst program 
guest, Musical IQ. Musical 
IQ specializes in educational 
and entertainment programs 
that incorporate music and 
rhythm for all ages. Family 
Ties participants experienced 
an imaginary excursion of Af-
rica, visiting the continent’s 
culture, musical traditions, 
and Safari all while learning 
how to play instruments.

Bronx YMCA’s Family Ties event
On Sunday, October 25, 

Family Ties partnered with 
Petland Discount Parties. Pet-
land Discount Parties brought 
a variety of pet favorites to the 
Bronx YMCA such as bearded 
dragons, parrots, snakes, rab-
bits, toads, and ferrets! With 
approximately 70 people in at-
tendance, it was an intimate 
crowd, and our families got 
the opportunity to learn about 
these animals and how to care 
for them.

On Sunday, November 15, 
The Metropolitan Museum 
of Art conducted a clay work-
shop on “The Art of Ancient 
Egypt,” thanks to the muse-
ums Access and Community 
Programs Department. Com-
munity residents were able to 
learn exciting facts on the ex-
hibition, such as artistic and 
cultural traditions, in addi-
tion to the ancient habitat. 

Bronx YMCA Family Ties 
participants also volunteer in 
the Bronx community, teach-
ing families the act of giv-
ing and responsibility. The 

fi rst volunteer workshop took 
place on Sunday, December 
6, where families came out 
to create homemade holiday 
cards for individuals who 
would be hospitalized during 
the Christmas holiday at Ja-
cobi Medical Center. Thanks 
to the help from Petland Dis-

count Parties, New York Life 
Insurance, and New York City 
Fire Department Community 
Relations, the Bronx YMCA 
was able to provide assorted 
donations that will help place 
smiles on children’s faces this 
holiday season. All donations 
will be contributed to Jacobi 

Medical Center on Wednes-
day, December 16. 

Bronx YMCA’s Family Ties 
mission is to help educate, in-
spire, support, and transform 
families in the Bronx. For 
more information on the pro-
gram and how to get involved, 
call (212) 912-2493. 

BY RHENECIA PERRY
“It’s too cold,” “I’m too busy,” “I’m 

not a gym rat,” or “I’ll just wear a baggy 
sweater to hide this pooch” are the ex-
cuses we tell ourselves every winter 
when we do not want to work out. Yes, 
summer is gone and we are putting 
away our shorts, tank tops and bath-
ing suits, but we do not have to sacrifi ce 
our bodies and health by hiding behind 
oversized sweaters and sweatpants this 
winter season.

We typically eat more and exercise 
less during the winter holidays. If we 
get too much out of balance with our 
food intake and our activity output, we 
may literally be ‘bursting’ with holiday 
cheer! To help prevent our winter holi-
day season from coming ‘apart at the 
seams,’ here are eight tips to fi t in some 
physical activity this holiday.

1. As much as you can, wear run-
ning or comfortable walking shoes so 
you can get moving whenever there is 
an opportunity. Walk the mall before 

you shop the mall. Park 
farther away and walk 
to your destination. 
Take a longer walk or 
jog with your dog in the 
morning. Every little 
bit of extra movement 
helps.

2. Take the stairs. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, in one minute, a 150 pound 
person burns about 10 calories walking 
upstairs and only 1.5 calories riding an 
elevator. It may not seem like much, but 
it adds up. 

3. In an age where we are glued to our 
phones, let’s use them to our advantage 
to better our health. Work out with your 
mobile device. Download an app(s) or 
video(s) for your mobile device (iPad, iP-
hone, etc.) or watch an online video that 
will help you get moving. Some of these 
may be especially helpful when you’re 
traveling and staying in a hotel or with 
friends. Of course, if you are staying 

in a hotel room, avoid 
workouts with lots of 
noisy activity that can 
bring management to 
your hotel door. 

4. This may be a lit-
tle more work than you 
bargained for, but how 

about fi nding trails and tracks before 
you travel. That way, you can take a nice 
jog or walk with an even nicer view.

5. Music is your friend. Try some 
tempting tunes that get you in the mood 
to work out. If you like to work out to mu-
sic, gift yourself with some new tunes to 
get motivated. For example, search for 
holiday fi tness music or  Christmas fi t-
ness music. Believe it or not, the iTunes 
store has these selections. Put together 
your own playlist and get moving.

6. Clean your house. Set aside several 
hours one day and seriously clean your 
house. Bending, squatting, running up 
and down stairs, standing while folding 
and putting away laundry, etc. all burn 

calories. Get workouts the old-fashioned 
way -- by working out!

7. Look for a holiday fun run. Yes, 
they do exist. Fun runs are often held 
over the holidays. There is usually a 
small fee, but they are open to everyone 
from runners to people who meander 
along the trail with friends. They are 
usually 5K runs (3.1 miles). Invite your 
friends and make it a fun little outing. 
Trust me, you’ll feel better physically 
and mentally afterward.

8. Build physical activity into fam-
ily visits and outings. Encourage house 
guests to bring workout clothes suitable 
for walking or perhaps activities at a lo-
cal health club. The best part is, by get-
ting outside, you can prevent eating all 
the holiday leftovers calling your name 
in the house.

For more inforation, please visit 
http://food.unl.edu/9-tips-staying-ac-
tive-over-winter-holidays. And remem-
ber, we do not have to sacrifi ce our 
health just because it is cold outside.

BY GENE DEFRANCIS 
Christmas came a little 

early this year. Thanks to 
Yin Hua Gift Shop for allow-
ing us to use their wall. Izzy 
and Kacer from USMX worked 
their magic and delivered a 
stellar Bruce Lee mural that 
lives nestled between two 
great establishments in our 
community, Priscia Nail Sa-
lon and Yin Hua both owned 
by Asian American families. 
Two businesses that have 
been here a long time and care 

greatly about Allerton. We are 
proud to have them with us. 

And even more proud and 
honored to have this mas-
terpiece in our presence. In 
honor of his 75th birthday 
(which fell on November 27) 
this mural is the epitome of 
what our organization and 
community stands for.  No 
matter what ethnic back-
ground or nationality you 
claim, you know and respect 
Bruce Lee. He is a unifi er and 
he brings people together.

Also a thank you to Roma 
Pizza for providing the artists 
lunch.  We have some great 
community ideas for this mu-
ral that we will be sure to 
share with you on our Face-
book page, Allerton Interna-

tional Merchants.
This is our fi nal week col-

lecting for the holiday lights. 
Next week we will submit 
our full page ad and holiday 
greetings in this paper. So if 
you are a merchant reading 
this, don’t miss out.

Santa at the Sanz is this 
Saturday, December 19 from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 815 Aller-
ton Avenue.  It is absolutely 
free to take your photo with 
Santa. Just bring your cam-
era.

We will also raffl e off a 
large beautiful Christmas 
tree for someone to take home, 
along with a few other treats.

Remember, fi rst Tuesday 
of the month we will hold our 
monthly meeting.  Our next 
meeting is Tuesday, January 
5 at 7:30 p.m. at The Sanz, 815 
Allerton Avenue.

So save the date. Light re-
freshments will be provided.

Questions or concerns can 
be sent to us at AllertonMer-
chants@gmail.com   
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Together, We Can

ArchCare Advantage HMO SNP is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in ArchCare Advantage depends on 
contract renewal. This plan is available to anyone with Medicare who meets the Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) level of care.  This information 
is available for free in other languages. Please call our customer service number at 800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, Sunday-Saturday, 
8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  Esta información está disponible gratis en otros idiomas. Por favor llame a nuestro número de servicio al cliente al 
800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, de domingo a sábado, de 8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premi-
um. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, copayments, and restric-
tions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year.  Star ratings are based on 
five stars. Star ratings are assessed each year and may change from one year to the next.
* Maximum of $50 per month. Unused amounts do not carry over.

Together, we can keep
you healthy and enjoying life

With ArchCare Advantage HMO Special Needs Plan you get 

all the benefits of Medicare plus valuable extra features at No Additional Cost 

beyond your usual Medicare premiums.

$600 a year to spend on OTC health items* 

Doctor visits with little or no co-pay

Full prescription drug coverage 

Preventive care to keep you out of the hospital 

Your own personal care manager

Health Plans and Nursing Home Alternatives | Home Care | Skilled Nursing Care
Rehabilitation | Assisted Living | Specialized Care | Palliative Care | Hospice

We’re here to help.
800-373-3177 
TTY/TDD: 800-662-1220  
8 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
seven days a week
www.archcareadvantage.org 

H1777_Print_2016_Accepted

�����������������
ArchCare Advantage has received an

overall rating of 4 STARS (Above Average)

from Medicare.
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The winners of the 2015 
Age Smart Employer Awards 
were announced recently at 
a ceremony attended by ex-
perts in aging and employ-
ment, elected offi cials and a 
diverse set of New York City 
businesses and their employ-
ees. The six winners plus fi ve 
fi nalists were chosen from 
among 52 applicants for their 
policies and practices which 
encourage different genera-
tions to work productively and 
effectively side by side. Win-
ners, their best practices, and 
the representative accepting 
the award, are:

• Amy’s Bread, a bread and 
pastry bakery with 250+ daily 
wholesale customers, has an 
explicit focus on retaining 
older workers who brought 
stability as the business grew, 
restructures physically de-
manding jobs and uses older 
workers to train younger 
ones—Amy Scherber, owner.

• Brooks Brothers, LIC Fac-
tory & Alterations Center, 
which manufactures 1.5 mil-
lion ties a year for this world-
renown clothing retailer, has 
an average employee age of 
54. Management consults with 
older workers on equipment 
and process design, restruc-
tures assignments, and offers 
unusual fl exibility for a fac-
tory setting—Luis Nava, di-
rector of Operations.

• Eneslow Pedorthic Enter-
prises, a footwear company in 
Manhattan, focuses on older 
workers in its hiring prac-
tices, emphasizes skills train-
ing and cross-training, and 
allows workers to “dial up or 
dial down” hours as they near 
retirement—Robert Schwartz, 
owner.

• Metro Optics Eyewear, a 
Bronx ophthalmic services 
company, with a strong com-
mitment to hiring, train-
ing, promoting and retaining 
workers from the neighbor-
hood and a culture of fl exible 
work arrangements, mentor-
ing, and reimbursing costs 
for optician certifi cation and 
licensing—John Bonizio, 
owner.

• NYU Langone Medical 

Metro Optics wins Age Smart Employer Award
Center, a national premier 
medical center in Manhattan, 
recruits “mature” candidates, 
offers extensive training op-
portunities, a retiree option to 
be an in-house temp pool, and 
innovative benefi ts—Nancy 
Sanchez, senior vice president 
and vice dean, Human Re-
sources and Organizational 
Development and Learning.

• Sunnyside Community 
Services, a community-based 
organization in Queens serv-
ing 14,000 people annually, 
identifi es people with career 
advancement potential and 
offers access to career lad-
ders within the agency—Judy 
Zangwill, executive director.

The Age Smart Employer 
Awards recognize and honor 
the forward-thinking leader-
ship of these businesses and 
provide resources and sup-
port to encourage others to fol-
low. People are living longer 
and working longer all over 
the world. In New York City, 
the workforce includes almost 
700,000 adults ages 55 and 
older, or 18% of the total work-
force. The awards are led by 
the Robert N. Butler Colum-
bia Aging Center at Columbia 
University’s Mailman School 
of Public Health and the New 
York Academy of Medicine, 
with funding from the Alfred 
P. Sloan Foundation.

“Older workers are a grow-
ing resource and businesses 
are looking for ways to capi-
talize on their energy and tal-
ent. These Age Smart Employ-
ers are ahead of the curve in 
recognizing their skills and 
experience,” said Ruth Finkel-
stein, presenting the awards 
as director of the Age Smart 
Employer Awards program 
and associate director of CAC. 
“These employers are a model 
for other businesses; they 
show how using practical, 
fl exible, and responsive poli-
cies and practices can realize 
the benefi ts of an aging work-
force.”

“Many older persons wish 
to stay in the workforce, or 
re-enter it, and this can be im-
portant in improving physi-
cal, mental, and emotional 

health, while keeping people 
engaged in their community. I 
applaud the visionary employ-
ers we are honoring this year 
who recognize the win-win of 
having policies and practices 
that support older workers in 
the workplace as it is a criti-
cal part of making New York 
an Age-friendly city,” said Jo 
Ivey Boufford, MD, president 
of The New York Academy of 
Medicine.

In accepting the award, the 
owners and representatives 
from the winning businesses 
stated:

“Winning this award is 
an honor for our company. At 
Brooks Brothers, our people 
are our greatest assets, and 
It is meaningful to be recog-
nized for the effort that we 
put into fostering and retain-
ing their experience,” said 
Luis Nava, director of Opera-
tions of Brooks Brothers, LIC 
Factory & Alterations Center. 
“Being age smart means more 
productivity, reduced recruit-
ing and training costs and an 
ultimately a further commit-
ment to quality for our cus-
tomers.”

“We are pleased and hon-
ored to win the Age Smart 
Employer Award, because 
we really value the contri-
butions made by the older 
employees at Amy’s Bread,” 
said Amy Scherber, owner 
of Amy’s Bread “They take 
pride in their work, they 
have a great deal of expe-
rience and knowledge that 
they share with co-workers, 
and they are responsible. 
When I started my company 
at age 32, I never thought 
about aging, but as the years 
have gone by, many of my 
staff and I have grown up to-
gether, and we have a great 
deal of respect for each other. 
I feel very proud to be recog-
nized for this, and to be able 
to provide a great place for 
older people to work.”

“We are honored to ac-
cept the Age Smart Employer 
Award on behalf of the entire 
Eneslow family,” said Robert 
Schwartz, owner of Eneslow 
Pedorthic Enterprises. “With-
out the career professionals 
we would not still be in busi-
ness. We appreciate the skills 
and dedication of each and 

every Eneslow staff member 
who add value to our enter-
prise and customers. Age is 
only a concept. We embrace 
the youthfulness and matu-
rity that helps make Eneslow 
an age smart employer.”

Scott Stringer, New York 
City Comptroller, who has 
worked throughout his ca-
reer on building a robust, in-
clusive economic and work 
culture, delivered remarks at 
the awards ceremony, stating: 
“The Age Smart award win-
ners truly refl ect the diversity 
of New York’s economy. Mak-
ing our workplaces welcoming 
to people of all ages and back-
grounds is good for employers, 
employees, and our economy 
as a whole and I thank these 
businesses and non-profi ts for 
leading by example.”

Additional fi nalists for the 
award who were also honored 
at today’s ceremony are:

• Ben’s Best Kosher Del-
icatessen—restaurant and 
caterer with remarkable em-
ployee retention, shift fl exi-
bility and offers a retirement 
plan, a rarity in food service 
industry.

• CBRE—world’s largest 
commercial real estate ser-
vices and investment com-
pany, which offers a wellness 
program, fl exibility and men-
toring.

• Indiana Market & Cater-
ing—high-end special events 
catering company employing 
innovative peer-to-peer voting 
system to retain and motivate 
workers.

• North Bronx Healthcare 
Network—provides high-
quality healthcare, regardless 
of ability to pay, and is rec-
ognized for its employee ben-
efi ts, phased retirement pro-
gram and recruitment of older 
volunteers

• VISIONS—a nonprofi t 
that promotes independence of 
people who are blind through 
training, programs and sup-
port for caregivers, recog-
nized for hiring retired ther-
apists and fl exible hours and 
schedules.

For more information, visit 
Age Smart Employer Awards.

(L-r) Metro Optics owners John Bonizio, Dr. Eva Yan, and Michael Ungaro.

On Wednesday, Novem-
ber 25, the St. Lucy’s School 
student-body, comprised of 
grades kindergarten through 
8th grade, offered up their 
handmade food baskets at the 

10:30 a.m. prayer service. 
Father Nikolin  Pergjini 

led the students and teachers 
in Thanksgiving prayers. He 
emphasized the need for us 
to be truly grateful for all our 

blessings.  Student readers 
read scripture passages.  The 
St. Lucy’s Children’s Choir, 
directed by Dr. Yvonne Ward, 
sang four lively hymns as the 
students processed up to the 

altar, carrying their beautiful 
food baskets for presentation. 

Early that week, each 
grade had to prepare a food 
basket for this prayers ser-
vice.  Principal Jane Stefa-

nini, and assistant principal 
Linda Minneci coordinated 
this Thanksgiving prayer ser-
vice along with Pastor Father 
Nikolin Pergjini on the day be-
fore Thanksgiving. 

St. Lucy’s School gives back to the community
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The AFL-CIO Housing 
Investment Trust (HIT) 
announced a partnership 
with the Building and Con-
struction Trades Council of 
Greater New York and the 
New York City Central Labor 
Council, AFL-CIO to convene 
a coalition of unions, area 
churches and developers 
known as the United Clergy 
Task Force (UCTF) to build 
$300 million in affordable 
housing, community centers 
and care facilities on sites 
located in the Metro area.  
The initial projects slated for 
development in the Bronx, 
Brooklyn, and Jersey City 
will utilize union labor, and 
a robust apprenticeship pro-
gram provided by the Con-
sortium for Worker Educa-
tion (CWE) that will train 
local community residents 
for jobs.

The historic partner-
ship, which utilizes union 
and public pension funds to 
fi nance development on the 
property owned by seven 
area religious organizations, 
aims to address the short-
age of affordable housing in 
the city, as well as offer other 
benefi ts in underserved com-
munities. In the last 10 years, 
400,000 rental units with 
rents less than $1,000 per 
month disappeared from the 
housing market in New York 
City, while median apart-
ment rents increased a stag-
gering 75 percent since 2000. 

“We welcome the opportu-
nity to provide construction 
and permanent fi nancing for 
the housing elements of the 
plan,” said Stephen Coyle, 
HIT’s CEO. “Working with 
the task force, the Building 
and Construction  Trades 
Council unions, Central La-
bor Council, and Consortium 
for Worker Education, we 
are paving a new avenue for 
the construction of afford-
able housing in this nation 
and creating good paying 
jobs that can support work-
ing families. This is an un-
precedented opportunity to 
strengthen the fabric of our 

AFL-CIO Hit partners with houses of worship
communities.”

Noting the signifi cance 
of the partnership, Richard 
Trumka, president of the 
AFL-CIO, said, “This part-
nership with the United 
Clergy Task Force has the po-
tential to be a model for how 
affordable housing can be 
union built across this coun-
try.”

 Vincent Alvarez, presi-
dent of the New York City 
Central Labor Council, AFL-
CIO, said the partnership 
will help create good jobs for 
hardworking New Yorkers, 
while helping to increase the 
supply of affordable housing 
available in the City.  “By 
convening this coalition of 
labor, clergy, and community 
groups, we are bringing to-
gether the local stakeholders 
determined to help provide 
real opportunities for more 
people to live, work, raise 
families, and invest in their 
local communities,” he said.

David Aviles, UTCF’s ex-
ecutive director, said that 
each religious institution has 
served as a community an-
chor for decades and is seek-
ing to increase its ability to 
provide social services and 
economic opportunities for 
their long disenfranchised 
communities.  

“Each institution owns 
their land,” Aviles said. 
“Most have owned their prop-
erty for more than 30 years. 
The focus of these projects is 
to provide each community 
with quality housing afford-
able for working families, 
modern schools, and public 
recreation facilities and to do 
so in a way that creates jobs 
and maximizes the local eco-
nomic impact in a sustain-
able manner.”

 The initial local partici-
pating religious organiza-
tions include: St. Paul Com-
munity Baptist Church, 
Brooklyn, NY; Bay Ridge 
Community Church, Brook-
lyn, NY; Heavenly Temple 
Church of God, Jersey City, 
NJ; Al Iman Plaza Islamic In-
stitution, Bronx;  Thessalon-

ica Christian Church, Bronx; 
La Hermosa Church, Bronx, 
NY; and Westchester United 
Methodist Church, Bronx.

Key members of the de-
velopment team include 
Aviles, who is also execu-
tive director, and principal 
at Restructuring Economic 
Populations, Inc.; Gregory 
Crawley, managing direc-
tor, CD Group, LLC, and con-
sultants Guillermo Garita, 
Datumzero Design Offi ce- 
Architects, and John Mc-
Dermott with CWE, which 
currently administers the 
Edward J. Malloy Initiative 
for Construction Skills (the 
apprenticeship training pro-
gram of the Greater New 
York Building and Construc-
tion Trades Council).  Oth-
ers fi rms providing services 
to the development team 
and UCTF include Forsyth 
Street Advisors, Nixon Pea-
body, Holland & Knight, No-
vogradac & Co., Community 
Development Futures, LLC, 
Wordsmith Communication 
Strategies, and DaBx De-
mand Side Solutions, Inc.

In October, the HIT an-
nounced a new $1 billion 
strategy to build and sustain 
affordable housing in the fi ve 
Boroughs using all union la-
bor. The fi ve New York City 
Retirement Systems also an-
nounced their additional 
investment $150 million in 
pension capital to HIT, in-
vestments that will help capi-
talize HIT’s new strategy to 
build and sustain affordable 
housing in the fi ve boroughs 
using all union labor, includ-
ing the new partnership with 
UCTF.  

Specifi cally, the HIT strat-
egy over the next seven years 
will preserve the affordabil-
ity of 12,500 to 15,000 housing 
units and construct 5,000 to 
7,500 new housing units.  The 
HIT will also work with city 
and state agencies to fi nance 
and improve affordable pub-
lic housing. The HIT’s $1 bil-
lion new commitment should 
result in $2.6 billion in total 
economic benefi t to New York 

City, 14,700 total jobs across 
industries, 7,300 union con-
struction jobs, and $1.0 bil-
lion in personal income, in-
cluding wages and benefi ts.

The HIT has been actively 
investing workers’ capital to 
address the housing short-
fall. In January 2002, HIT 
launched the New York City 
Community Investment Ini-
tiative, a multi-phased in-
vestment strategy, to help 
meet the city’s urgent need 
for investment capital follow-
ing the 9/11 attacks. Since 
2002, these investments have 
generated an estimated $1.6 
billion in total economic ac-
tivity, $676 million in per-
sonal income and created 
9,600 jobs, including 4,830 on-
site union construction jobs. 
Under the initiative, 31,099 
housing and healthcare units 
were created or rehabilitated, 
with 96% of those affordable 
or workforce housing. When 
the new $1 billion strategy is 
completed, the HIT will have 
fi nanced more than 50,000 af-
fordable units in the City. 

The AFL-CIO Housing 
Investment Trust (HIT) is 
a fi xed-income investment 
company registered with 
the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. It manages 
over $5 billion in assets for 
over 370 investors, which in-
clude union and public em-
ployee pension plans. The 
HIT invests primarily in gov-
ernment and agency insured 
and guaranteed multifam-
ily mortgage-backed secu-
rities. The HIT is one of the 
earliest and most success-
ful practitioners of socially 
responsible, economically 
targeted investing, with a 
track record of over 30 years 
that demonstrates the added 
value derived from union-
friendly investments. The 
investment objective of the 
HIT is to provide competi-
tive returns for its investors 
and to promote the collateral 
objectives of constructing af-
fordable housing and gener-
ating employment for union 
members in the construction 

trades and related indus-
tries. Since its inception, the 
HIT has invested nearly $8.5 
billion (in current dollars) 
to fi nance more than 100,000 
units of housing nationwide, 
generating 75,000 union jobs. 
More information is avail-
able on the HIT’s website, 
www.afl cio-hit.com.

The United Clergy Task 
Force, Inc. is a national non-
denominational, non-profi t 
community development 
corporation consisting of a 
consortium of religious lead-
ers and affi liated houses of 
worship across the country.  
UCTF seeks to enhance eco-
nomically the communities it 
works in by working in coop-
eration with various commu-
nity stakeholders to increase 
and fortify the economic out-
come of its residents through 
the creation of new jobs, af-
fordable housing, and fi nan-
cial education.  

Stakeholder John McDer-
mott, of CWE, said, “In terms 
of scope and the potential 
economic impact it’s diffi -
cult to overstate of HIT’s in-
vestment in NYC’s affordable 
housing market.  HIT has al-
ways been adept at captur-
ing the Building Trades em-
ployment generated by their 
investments and that’s been 
enormously valuable.  But 
for the UCTF, working with 
the Central Labor Council 
and the CWE as well as lo-
cal community groups and 
the houses of worship them-
selves, we intend to capture, 
as far as possible all of the 
employment opportunity cre-
ated by the building activity, 
transportation, manufactur-
ing, professional services as 
well as the “leave behind” 
post-construction employ-
ment  in these mixed use de-
velopments.  It’s kind of a re-
verse gentrifi cation; we’re 
not building these developing 
so affl uent people will move 
into these communities, we 
are building so these com-
munities will become more 
affl uent.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
I went over it a bit quick 

last time, but a big thanks to 
the Korony Crew who worked 
on the annual holiday party at 
the VA Hospital.  I know the 
vets appreciate it and being in 
a service fi eld myself, I know 
the staff there appreciated 
any invite for lunch and good-
ies too.

On Sunday, December 13 
the Bronx County Organiza-
tion had their annual Christ-
mas party at the Hawkins 
Post on City Island Avenue.  It 
was great to see all the legion-
naires, ladies and sons having 
a wonderful, traditional time.  
Thank you Hawkins Post and 
Bronx County.

Our 253 annual party will be 

on Sunday, December 20, right 
after our regular 3rd Sunday 
meeting, at the Turner Club. 

Taps: Richie DiRusso, vet-
eran and friend has reported 
to the Supreme Commander.  
Our condolences to his fam-
ily and comrades. Also Rita 
Nugent RN, S/Sgt., US Army, 
WW2, passed away.  She was 
Chris ‘Swipes’ Nugent’s mom.  
By the way, the name Swipe 
had nothing to do with steal-
ing, it was a cleaning product 

he was trying to sell!  And we 
have Tom Hefter, Post 19, who 
also passed this week. Our 
condolences to his family and 
Legion buddies.

Until next time: Again we 
hope everyone has a great hol-
iday season.  Volunteer, pray 
for peace, stay safe, I’ll try to 
have something either serious 
or humorous next time.
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BY AL D’ANGELO
Let us try during this season of giv-

ing to give our children more than just 
material things. Why not allow them 
to experience the joy of giving. We live 
in a now generation where material 
things are the measure of who we are 
and happiness is measured in what we 
have. If each of us were to look back 
into our past and recall a special per-
son in our lives, I bet that person would 
be remembered for an act of kindness, 
a shoulder to cry on or a hug when we 
were most vulnerable. 

These are things that can’t be 
bought but ae given from the heart, not 
the pocketbook. I wish all of you the gift 
of compassion during this season of Joy. 
Please share it with your children.

The Morris Park Community Asso-

ciation morns the passing of long time 
member - Tom Hefner, who every Sat-
urday night, along with his crew (An-
thony Oliva and Steve Picca) would 
patrol the community he loved. You 
will not see Tom’s name in headlines 
or his picture in the paper, because all 
he did was to humbly serve his nation, 
his community and his family; who 
could do more? Our condolences go out 
to Tom’s family and we thank you for 
sharing him with us.

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
Is atheism becoming America’s of-

fi cial state religion?
As Christians celebrate the 

Christmas season and Jews observe 
Chanukah, the usual disputes over 
the recognition of those holidays in 
the public sector are expected, but 
there is a growing new dimension to 
the legal battles.

Throughout American history, 
there has always been a vigilance, 
since the Constitution was ratifi ed, 
against one creed taking precedence 
over others.  However, despite the 
Constitutional prohibition against 
the establishment of a preferred the-
ology, there is increasing evidence 
that atheism is taking a prohibited 
place as an offi cial state doctrine.

Examples abound, far beyond the 
usual arguments over holiday deco-
rations in government buildings.

Examples abound. Heartland re-
ports that Montana offi cials have 
proposed the exclusion of religious 
schools from a state scholarship pro-
gram. 

“A draft of the rules by the state 
Revenue Department excluded reli-
gious schools from receiving funding 
through [a scholarship] program. If 
the rule stands, it will set a precedent 
calling existing Montana tax-credit 
programs into question, “because 
these programs also allow donations 
to go to religious groups,” Smith said 
at the hearing. “These tax credit pro-

grams include the college contribu-
tion credit, the qualifi ed endowment 
credit, the dependent care system 
credit, and the elderly care credit. 
According to the department’s posi-
tion that tax credits constitute public 
funds, these programs would also be 
unconstitutional…According to offi -
cials at the state Department of Reve-
nue, religious schools were excluded 
in order to adhere to the state Consti-
tution, which has provisions prohib-
iting direct or indirect funding of re-
ligious organizations.” Opponents of 
the move say it violates the U.S. Con-
stitution.”

The American Civil Liberties 
Union  notes that some of the restric-
tions against religious activity in 
public schools are wrong.

“The Constitution permits much 
private religious activity in and 
about the public schools. Unfortu-
nately, this aspect of constitutional 
law is not as well known as it should 
be. Some say that the Supreme Court 
has declared the public schools “re-
ligion-free zones” or that the law is 
so murky that school offi cials can-
not know what is legally permissible. 
The former claim is simply wrong. 

And as to the latter, while there are 
some diffi cult issues, much has been 
settled. As a result, in some school 
districts some of these rights are not 
being observed.”

The trend towards restricting tra-
ditional religions has affected the 
military.  The military newspaper 
Stars and Stripes  recently reported 
the concern of Ron Crews, a retired 
Army colonel and chaplain. “There 
has been a growing concern about 
chaplains being able to continue to 
minister what I would call ‘the full 
counsel of God’ in their ministries.”  
The article notes that “For 240 years, 
since the U.S. Army’s founding in 
June 1775, chaplains have been wel-
come in the military. Generals from 
George …to George C. Marshall con-
sidered chaplains indispensable to a 
unit’s emotional and spiritual well-
being…” In recent years,  Carew 
notes, “Washington has issued wave 
after wave of new regulations, some 
of which confl ict with many chap-
lains’ long-held religious beliefs…[he 
cites] multiple cases, in which he con-
tends chaplains have been censored 
or had their careers effectively ended 
for espousing their beliefs.”

Atheism as a creed is a growing 
practice in the United States. In some 
ways, it is, rather than merely an 
absence of religion, a philosophical 
practice that increasingly takes on 
the attributes of faith-based sects. In 
2013, the Huffi ngton Post described 
how, on Sunday mornings, atheists 
in Houston gather together for ser-
vices:

“Sunday mornings at Houston 
Oasis may have the look and feel of 
a church, but there’s no cross, Bible, 
hymnal or stained glass depictions 
of Jesus. There’s also nary a trace of 
doctrine, dogma or theology. But the 
80 or so attendees at this new weekly 
gathering for nonbelievers come for 
many of the same reasons that others 
pack churches in this heavily Chris-
tian corner of the Bible … inside the 

conference room in a nondescript of-
fi ce building on the city’s west side, 
it’s hard to ignore the structural sim-
ilarities to a Sunday morning church 
service. There is live music played 
and performed by members that is 
intended to spur refl ection as well as 
entertain; a collection is taken up in 
a passed wicker basket.”

Huffi ngton also described the ap-
pointment of an atheist chaplain at 
Stanford “There’s an atheist chaplain 
at Stanford. John Figdor has a degree 
from Harvard Divinity School and he 
does what chaplains do. He counsels 
those in need and visits the sick. And 
what’s more, he’s welcomed as part of 
the Offi ce of Religious Life.”

A research project from the Lib-
erty Institute fi nds that “Attacks on 
religious liberty in the public arena 
are perhaps the most widely recog-
nized and one of the fastest growing 
forms of hostility to religion in the 
United States today.”

The current battles in religious af-
fairs in the public square can be sub-
stantially distinguished from past 
precedent.  Unlike prior disagree-
ments, they do not involve one reli-
gious sect (Catholics vs. Protestants, 
Christians vs. Jews, etc.) against an-
other, as much as they do a growing 
atheist philosophy that opposes any 
place for faith systems in public life.

The complete elimination of reli-
gion in public life does not have le-
gal precedent to stand on.  In fact, it 
runs afoul of the First Amendment 
mandate that “Congress shall make 
no law respecting an establishment 
of religion,” which prohibits favor-
ing one creed over another, since 
the forced absence of any religion is 
essentially the forced placement of 
atheism as a preferred or established 
creed.

Contact COMACTA at nycommu-
nityaction@gmail.com; tune into our 
radio broadcasts at amfm247.com, 
and visit our website at comactainc.
com

FOR ADVERTISING RATES AND 
INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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Love Always,
Stanley, Dena, Danielle, Kris,  
Johnny, Marisa, Kris, Sienna 

& Baby John

The sadness never goes away
the silent tears still flow 

you’re thought of and sadly missed
more than you’ll ever know

But now you’re with the Angels
safe and sound in Heaven above

we hold on to the memories
and treasure them with love

Yet special times like Christmas
often make us wonder why

God took you from this world
it was too soon to say goodbye

But memories are precious
they will last a lifetime through

we know that God has chosen you
to be his Angel too
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Y
iddish is the language that 

used to work like magic for 

the Jews of Europe. You 

could be from Russia, Roma-

nia, or France, and even if you 

couldn’t understand a lick of 

each other’s offi cial languages, 

you could almost certainly speak 

the Jewish language of Yiddish, 

and all talk together. Or sing. 

Coming this Dec. 24–29 you 

can do (or attempt) both, at the 

fi rst annual Yiddish New York 

Festival sponsored by the Cen-

ter for Traditional Music and 

Dance, on the Lower East Side. 

But those activities are also 

what the Jews who survived the 

Holocaust were asked to do in 

the lobby of an Upper West Side 

hotel in 1948: Talk and sing. 

Sing your hearts out.

The man requesting this 

was Ben Stonehill, the owner 

of a fl ooring company in Sun-

nyside, Queens. He had heard 

that Jewish refugees were being 

temporarily housed at the Mar-

seilles Hotel on 103rd Street, 

and wanted to save their songs 

that came from a world liter-

ally gone up in smoke. So he 

schlepped into Manhattan with 

the best sound equipment he 

could fi nd: A big, bulky wire re-

corder. He set himself up in the 

lobby, which was teeming with 

Jews only recently arrived from 

Europe. “Sing,” he told them in 

the Yiddish he, too, had grown 

up speaking. “Sing whatever 

you’d like.”

Those are the recordings so-

cio-musicologist Miriam Isaacs 

will play at the Festival on Dec. 

24. And then she will teach some 

of those songs to the audience.

“Stonehill’s recordings are 

a kind of time capsule,” says 

Isaacs, herself born in a Dis-

placed Persons camp in Ger-

many. “It’s a snapshot taken 

only a short time after liberation, 

before pressures to American-

ize and forget what had hap-

pened.” 

Some of the songs date from 

before the war. They come from 

the Yiddish theater, or syna-

gogue. But believe it or not, 

there are also some that are 

positively bawdy.

“A lot involve rabbis or rab-

bis’ wives,” said Isaacs, laugh-

ing. “I’m not a psychologist but 

I guess these boys who were 

studying in the yeshivas [re-

ligious schools] were so pro-

tected from sex, who do they 

[see] who’s a female at all?” 

Only the rabbi’s wife. So there’s 

a song, for instance, about how 

her “apron goes higher” — that 

is, she’s pregnant. Except, being 

yeshiva boys, they could never 

say that. Other songs mention 

delicious pastries that make 

it clear that pastry is not what 

they’re singing about at all. 

But of course there are also 

the heart-wrenching songs, 

including some composed in 

the concentration camps to re-

member and tell what happened 

there — if the singers survived. 

And there are many songs from 

after the war about never being 

able to go home again. “Where 

Shall I Go?” is one. “Pack Up,” 

another. 

And then there are the 

songs just trying to make sense 

of the world — “songs philoso-

phizing about the brevity of life, 

questioning God,” says Isaacs. 

She grew up hearing some of 

these. “My mother was a survi-

vor who had been in Auschwitz 

and Ravensbruck [concentra-

tion camps]. She never talked 

about it, but she did sing while 

she was doing housework, and 

there were some songs that I’d 

never heard elsewhere.” One of 

these was, “God in His Judg-

ment Is Right.”

Isaacs’ father did not agree 

that God could possibly have 

approved the Holocaust. 

“So my parents used to 

quarrel in a good-hearted way 

over theological issues,” Isaacs 

recalls. “And my mom would 

say, ‘Well, you just have to have 

faith in God.’ ” And she’d sing 

that song.

It was a song Isaacs had 

never heard again — until she 

heard it on a Ben Stonehill re-

cording from the Hotel Mar-

seilles.

The recordings are not pris-

tine, but that’s part of their mo-

ment-in-amber magic. In the 

background horns honk, people 

call out lyrics when someone 

forgets a line, and babies cry. 

There are lots and lots of ba-

bies crying, because after the 

war, many of the survivors were 

young. Their parents and grand-

parents had been killed, and 

some of their children, too. They 

wanted to create new life. 

That is why many of the 

Stonehill recordings are simply 

love songs. 

“Singing is restorative,” says 

Isaacs. “The survivors who 

made it through the war were not 

treated to therapy. They were as 

traumatized as human beings 

can get. But remarkably and 

wonderfully, music is very heal-

ing, and this gave them an op-

portunity to express what they 

had been through and to meet 

people of the opposite sex.”

Amazingly, life goes on. 

Thanks to Ben Stonehill, it is 

also frozen forever. 

For more information on Yid-

dish New York, please go to 

www.yiddishnewyork.com. 

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 

speaker and author and founder 

of the book and blog Free-

Range Kids.

Songs from the lobby of life

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
My plan is that for 2016 I can devote 

more of my time to spreading the word 
about urban agriculture.  I am going to 
grow more in my yard and my neigh-
bor’s yard.  I let other people get in the 
way of my use of this land and I took a 
stand this year and took back my gar-
dens.  

It was a little too late in the year to 
grow a lot, but I used the time to clean 
and prep for this coming year.   For ex-
ample, I got a better handle on the wild 
greens (arugula, lamb’s quarters, purs-
lane, stinging nettle) so that I can har-
vest them more easily.  We also built a 
shelter for the artichokes, which will 
hopefully be fruitful.  

I didn’t start any seeds the last two 
years, but I am about to place an or-
der with Fedco.  I am using my green-
house and keeping a number of potted 
plants.  

     Hopefully the seeds will turn into 
plants that can be grown in some local 
gardens, such as the one I’ve been help-

ing out with at Preston High School.  I 
used to give plants to the garden at St. 
Joseph’s School for the Deaf, I’d love to 
do that again!  

I have lots more plans for 2016, but 
I’d rather let them come to fruition fi rst 
before sharing.  I hope you are all look-
ing forward to 2016 as much as I am 
and I hope you all have dreams to pur-
sue.  In the meantime, be the change 
you want to see in the world.  

Our LPCA CSA is already sign-
ing up members for 2016. Go to www.
stoneledgefarmny.org and sign up for 
the Locust Point CSA.  First delivery 
is in June, so if you sign up now, you 
can spread your payments over six or 
seven months.  

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. and 
Code/Interactive, a Bronx-based computer sci-
ence education nonprofit, jointly launched the 
Code/Bronx initiative on December 8th at Bo-
ricua College’s Melrose Campus to start a com-
puter science program at every school in the 
Bronx.

Diaz addressed the crowd and voiced his sup-
port for the Code/Bronx initiative, acknowledg-
ing that “the students of the Bronx need to be 
equipped to take the tech jobs…get the informa-
tion, and start to code.” The tech sector is the 
fastest growing jobs sector in New York City, so 
preparing students with coding and computer 
science skills is essential for them to partici-
pate in 21st century jobs in any industry.

This September, Mayor DeBlasio to an-
nounced Computer Science For All, an ini-
tiative intended to provide computer science 
education to every student in New York City. 
The NYC Department of Education and th-
eComputer Science Foundation of New York 
City (CSNYC) started a $81 million public-pri-
vate partnership with inaugural partners, the 
Robin Hood Foundation and the AOL Charita-
ble Foundation, in partnership with The Fund 
for Public Schools.

C/I’s Program Director, Tom O’Connell, an-
nounced the offi cial launch of the Code/Bronx 
initiative to a crowd of teachers, principals, and 
school offi cials who were eager to get coding and 
computer science programs into their schools.

The Code/Bronx announcement and plat-
form provide one way for Bronx schools and ed-
ucators to learn about opportunities like Code.
org‘s K-5 upcoming professional development 
in the Bronx, Codester’s python programming 
platform for middle school students, and Code/
Interactive’s professional development during 
spring and summer 2016. C/I’s resource page re-
views all of these upcoming events, along with 
links to more programs and websites intended 
to inspire students to learn how to code.

Tech events are occurring more frequently 
in the Bronx than ever before, with the Bronx 
Tech Meetup‘s monthly event series and special 
events like #YesWeCode and Assemblymember 
Michael Blake’s “New Faces of Tech”in Septem-
ber, which was covered by MSNBC.

Schools and volunteers should go to www.
codebronx.org to fill out the School Form or 
Volunteer Form and access professional devel-
opment resources through Code/Interactive’s 
Resource page.

Every student deserves a world class educa-
tion, and Diaz Jr. is taking the lead in supporting 
professional development and other technology 
programs to make sure that the borough’s stu-
dents can compete in the 21st century economy.

Code/Bronx 
initiative

The students of the Bronx need 
to be equipped to take the tech 
jobs...get the information, and 

start to code.
Ruben Diaz Jr.
Borough President

MAX
LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

800-469-6292    TTY 711 
7 days a week, 8:00 am to 8:00 pm

www.villagecaremax.org

Our Members Are 
Our #1 Priority

We are a 5-star rated 
Managed Long-Term Care Plan 

5-star overall rating based 
on the 2014 NYC Region 
MLTC Consumer Guide, 

published by the
 New York  State 

Department of Health
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The Bronx Veterans Parade Task Team hon-
ored World War II veteran, William Robinson 
on Wednesday, November 25 at Fort Schuy-
ler House with a plaque recognizing his mili-
tary service to his country.
    Pictured above, William Robinson (c) with 
fellow veterans, members of The Bronx Vet-
erans Parade Task Team, and fi refi ghters 
from Engine House 72.

BRONX VETERANS HONOR WWII VETERAN

World War II veteran William Robinson proud-
ly displays his award while his son, William 
‘Blu’ Robinson, Jr. and his daughter, Roberta 
Robinson stand at his side. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

On Monday, December 7, Senator Jeff Klein and Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj held their annual 
Menorah Lighting at Einstein Hospital in celebration of Hanukkah. For the annual eight-day 
Jewish holiday, Klein and Gjonaj also held Menorah lightings at White Plains Road and Pel-
ham Parkway North as well as Bronx House, all on the same day.

KLEIN, GJONAJ HOLD MENORAH LIGHTING

(l-r) Rabbi Zalman Teitelbaum, Senator Jeff Klein and Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj gather dur-
ing the Menorah Lighting. Photo by Miriam Quin

 Catholic school students helped to feed the elderly poor with the Little Sisters of the Poor 
at Jeanne Jugan Residence this past week. Non-perishable food and personal items were 
gathered by one high school and nine elementary schools. The donations will be used to 
provide the residents with warm meals prepared daily. Students from the following Bronx 
schools assisted in helping the poor this holiday:  Our Lady of Grace, Visitation, St. Gabriel, 
St. Margaret of Crotona, Holy Rosary and Cardinal Spellman High School. 
    Pictured, Catholic school students assisted the Little Sisters of the Poor in feeding the 
low-income elderly at the Jeanne Jugan Residence. Photo Courtesy of Jeanne Jugan Residence

STUDENTS HELP TO FEED THE ELDERLY POOR 

Students at St. Raymond High School for Boys spent this holiday season assisting those in 
need. They gathered monetary donations, classroom collections and supplies and raised 
over $1,100 for St. Mary’s school in Kenya.  Young men also served a hot Thanksgiving meal 
at St. Anthony’s soup kitchen where they regularly visit, and collected over 800 items for 
Mercy Center in Mott Haven, where needy families could pick up groceries to prepare a 
Thanksgiving meal. 
    Pictured below, Students from St. Raymond High School for Boys served hot Thanksgiving 
meals to those in need at the St. Anthony’s Soup Kitchen. 
 Photo Courtesy of St. Raymond High School for Boys

ST. RAYMOND HS FOR BOYS HELPS NEEDY
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
IGRT RADIATION THERAPYRADIATION THERAPY-CHEMOTHERAPY-

IMMUNOTHERAPY-CLINICAL STUDIES

COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
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Discover the secrets of New York 
City’s two most captivating creatures, 
the owl and the coyote, at Wave Hill’s 
Hoot & Howl Weekend! Saturday, Jan-
uary 23, be on the prowl for fascinat-
ing coyote facts! Discover where these 
clever canines live, what they eat and 
how they coexist with humans at a Na-
ture Talk by Dr. Mark Weckel of the 
American Museum of Natural His-
tory. Our Coyote Information Station 
provides even more entertainment for 
curious minds!

Sunday is all about uncovering 
who’s whoo in New York City. Dis-
sect Owl Pellets and listen as Wildlife 
biologist Chris Nagy, Director of Re-
search and Land Management at the 
Mianus River Gorge, leads an engag-
ing Nature Talk on the migration and 
survival patterns of local screech, 
barred and great-horned owls. Then, 
learn how owls adapt to life in the for-
est and the city with Carl Heitmuller, 
an environmental educator from the 
Hudson Highlands Nature Museum, 
and meet a live owl from the muse-

Wave Hill’s Hoot & Howl Weekend
um’s collection!

A special Family Art Project Satur-
day and Sunday morning also focuses 
on our feathered and furry friends. 
Learn about these local animals, then 
sculpt your own owl and coyote crea-
ture from clay and embellish them 
with natural materials!

For visitors 12 and older, two 
Winter Workspace Workshops will 
also be held this weekend. On Sat-
urday, join artist Sarah Zapata to 
craft your own wearable or decora-
tive basket from fibers and native 
grasses, while learning about tra-
ditional, as well as modern, South 
American cultures. 

Continue to learn and create on 
Sunday, as Dennis Redmoon Darkeem 
discusses how Native American sha-
mans use medicine as wearable ves-
sels to carry collections of supernatu-
ral objects, then guides you in creating 
create your own walking sticks and 
medicine bags. 

Advance registration recom-
mended at wavehill.org. Urban Owls.             Photo courtesy of Joshua Bright
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Empire City Casino is the winning 
destination to ring in 2016 in style with 
a wide variety of New Year’s Eve party 
packages and musical performances 
throughout the evening on Thursday, 
December 31. Players can also try a 
hand on the newly-added electronic 
blackjack or three-card poker tables, 
or sit down at a slot machine for the 
chance at a jackpot to celebrate the ar-
rival of the New Year. 

Both the (trackside) Empire Terrace 
Dining Room and The Good Time Room 
will offer special dinner packages that 
include live entertainment, while the 
Entertainment Lounge, Dan Rooney’s 
Sports Bar and Alley 810 will each pro-
vide musical interludes throughout the 
evening.  

The Empire Terrace will feature the 
timeless popularity of the Guss Hayes 
Band at both the 5  and 9 p.m. seatings, 
priced at $59 for Empire Club mem-
bers and $69 for non-members for the 

fi rst seating, and $79 for Empire Club 
members $89 for non-members for the 
second, which includes a Champagne 
Toast. Guests can enjoy four entrée 
choices in the dinner packages.  

The party starts at 9 p.m. in the 
Good Time Room, where the music will 
be provided by the Bobby Lynch Or-
chestra in a live performance. Guests 
will be treated to an extensive dinner 
buffet, open bar and champagne toast 
at midnight, while dancing the night 
away into next year, all for just $150 per 
person.  

FDR Drive Band will bring its mu-
sical traffi c jam to the Entertainment 
Lounge from 10 p.m. to 2  a.m. All front 
tables are reserved for bottle service.  
The Rachel Allyn Band will perform in 
Dan Rooney’s Sports Bar from 10 p.m. to 
midnight to ring in 2016; and bowling 
‘em over in Alley 810 from 10 p.m. to 2 
a.m. will be DJ LAX. Bottle service is 
available.

For information and reservations 
call (914) 457-2457 or visit www.empire-
citycasino.com.

* * *

Upcoming Wave Hill events include:
Saturday, December 19; Sunday, De-

cember 20: Family Art Project: Snow-
Globe Gift Boxes: Walk among Wave 
Hill’s majestic conifers with their won-
derful scents and textures. Then, using 
live pine boughs we provide, create a 
winter wonderland resembling a snow 
globe. Add inhabitants and decorate it 
with shiny foil, snow-like shapes and 
natural objects like cones, dried herbs 
and spices. Free, and admission to the 
grounds is free until noon. 

Saturday, December 19: Tai Chi Ch-
uan: In this class, Irving Yee, a member 
of the William CC Chen Tai Chi School, 
introduces students to the internal 
martial arts, and promotes awareness 
of their health benefi ts. 

Sunday, December 20: Hatha Yoga: 

Classes are led by Yoga for Bliss direc-
tor Neem Dewji. All levels welcome. 

Sunday, December 20: Meditation: 
Each session, led by Yoga for Bliss di-
rector Neem Dewji, includes instruc-
tion in simple techniques, followed by 
guided meditations. 

Sunday, December 20: Garden & 
Conservatory Highlights Walk: Join in 
for an hour-long tour of seasonal garden 
highlights. 

 Wave Hill  is located at 675 West 
252nd Street. For further information 
call (718) 549-3200 ext. 232.

* * *

The Bronx Council on the Arts 
and the Huntington Free Library con-
tinue their 2015-2016 family-friendly 
craft workshop series on Saturday, De-
cember 19, 12:30 to 3 p.m. at Westchester 
Square’s Huntington Free Library with 
a fun-fi lled Green T-Shirts Workshop 
with Diane Davis.  Call (718) 931-9500 for 
info.

New Year’s Eve at Empire City Casino

Long standing Bronx based 
cover band Famous Shamus will be 
playing a very special Christmas 
show on Saturday, December 19, at 
Spoto’s Restaurant, 4005 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, at 10 p.m., to benefi t Sol-
diers’ Angels organization.

Soldier’s Angels provides aid 
and comfort to the men and women 

of the United States Army, Marines, 
Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, their 
families, and a growing veteran 
population. 

A $5 donation will be collected at 
the door. 

For further information con-
tact John Gitto at (646) 423-7761, or 
jgitto1@gmail.com.

Soldier’s Angels benefi t at 
Spoto’s December 19th

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
The pizza party at the VA Hospi-

tal went very well thanks to our vol-
unteers. In attendance were post com-
mander George Brins, George Amato, 
Clorindo Nieves and me. Many thanks 
to the Transit Pride who piped and 

drummed their way into the hearts of 
the shut-ins. Chip Hiney of Paddy’s On 
the Bay was there with Shea Mac,  both 
played and sang. They’re getting better 
and better each year. 

Speaking of Paddy’s, Paddy of Pad-
dy’s was there with Kim and they dis-
tributed T-shirts to  the attendees. I can’t 

let this go without saying a big thank 
you to Terry and Joan both of whom are 
in attendance every Sunday to insure 
the happiness of the vets. Bobby Doyle 
and his better half, Linda, were there as 
Santa and Mrs. Claus. Another thanks 
to my secret donor who gave us a $100 
gift card to offset the cost of this gala. 
She wants to remain anononymous like 
that famous poet.

From there, George Brins and I 
traveled to City Island to partake in 
the Bronx County Annual Christmas 
Party at the Hawkins Post and had a 
great time.

Speaking of Christmas parties, they 
are now in full swing at offi ces and orga-
nizations. I caution all to be very careful 
with your celebratory imbibing as the 
police are out in full force insuring the 
safety of all and don’t need drunks be-
hind the wheel. Remember the words of 

Dean Martin, “If you drink, don’t  drive. 
Don’t even putt”. 

This in from Tom Hansen, Bugles 
Across America. They provide a live 
bugler to play Taps at vets funerals at 
no charge. Log on to www.buglesacros-
samerica.com.

While you’re writing out your 
Christmas cards, include one to: A Re-
covering American Soldier, c/o Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center, 6900 Geor-
gia Avenue, NW Washington, DC 20307. 
Thanks!

Trivia Time!!
Chief Sitting Bull was killed at 59 

years of age on December 15, 1890.
On the same date in 1955, The Tap-

pan Zee Bridge opened. The new Tap-
pan Zee will probably be fi nished before 
the City Island Bridge.

December 16, 1773 saw the Boston 
Tea Party take place.

On the same date in 1944, The Battle 
of the Bulge began.

December 17, 1903, saw the Wright 
Brothers fl y. Orville was the pilot, Wil-
bur watched. The plane fl ew 120 feet. To-
day’s planes are longer than that.

Keep the troops in your prayers, take 
a vet to lunch and God bless.

Acting as a for profi t organization.  Crematory fee is not included, 
death certifi cates and disposition permits not included in service fee.

718-339-0700
STONEYCREEKCREMATION.COM

For those wishing to preplan their fi nal contribution 
to society, if paid in full today we will include the cost 

of the crematory.
($995 Society’s Service Fee)

If you are requesting info, please email us at
stoneycreekcremation@gmail.com or mail  coupon to our address:

  Name_________________ Address__________________________  

  Tel:____________________Email____________________________

YES
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EXTRAVAGANZA!

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Injections

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST LASER TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer 
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

LAZER HAIR  
“REMOVAL”  

EXTRAVAGANZA
Call us for our 

winter specials!
TRADE THE RAZOR FOR THE LAZER!

Free consultation. Limited time offer.

GIFT
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal 

Electrolysis    

Botox   

Fillers  

 hCG Weight Loss Program

Hormone Replacement Therapy

Chemical Peels

 Skin Tightening

BEFORE

AFTER

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert Graziosa 
has been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led many 
patients to live 
more happy and 
healthy lives.

B
E

FO
R

E
A

F
TE

R

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

3611A East Tremont Ave. 
Bronx, NY

347-281-5576

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start hCG  
Weight Loss Program

LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 
20–40 lb. LIGHTER

LOSE  
½–2 lb. PER DAY
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The story of Anne Hutchinson, a revolutionary

Anne Hutchinson, 1591-1643

Toby Liederman held a 
dinner celebrating the close 
of the Anne Hutchinson year 
at Artie’s on City Island last 
Thursday.  The occasion re-
minded me that it’s been a 
good while since I’ve written 
anything substantive about 
this indomitable woman who 
has both a major parkway and 
a river named in her honor.  
That’s quite an accomplish-
ment for someone who lived 
in the area we now call the 
Bronx for such a short period 
of time.

 Anne Hutchinson was born 
in Alford, England in 1591 and 
was the daughter of an Angli-
can minister and teacher by 
the name of Francis Marbury.  
The trouble was that Francis 
was somewhat revolutionary 
in his ideals and practices of-
ten putting him at odds with 
the church.  He was, in effect, 
silenced and even placed un-
der house arrest.  

He did, however, use his 
time benefi cially and taught 
his children well so that they 
were well trained in both the 
bible and discourse.  

Anne was very well edu-
cated for a woman of that era 

and certainly not afraid to 
speak her mind.  

 She fell in love with a 
young merchant named Wil-
liam Hutchinson and the cou-
ple returned to Alford to raise 
their family.  They visited the 

various local churches until 
they heard a young minister 
by the name of John Cotton at 
a church about 21 miles away, 
a good distance in those days.  
Anne was so enraptured by 
his preaching that the couple 
became regular followers of 
Cotton.  

Then the unthinkable hap-
pened and Cotton was about to 
be arrested for preaching Pu-
ritan ideals so he fl ed to Amer-
ica.  

The Hutchinson’s now had 
14 children, but that didn’t 
stop them from following their 

feisty minister to America in 
1634.

 Anne was a midwife and 
a natural leader, so was read-
ily accepted in the colony.  Be-
cause of her superior educa-
tion and speaking ability, it 
wasn’t long before crowds of 
women began gathering at her 
house weekly to hear her in-
terpretation of the minister’s 
discourses.  

As the crowds continued to 
grow, men also began appear-
ing and the authorities grew 
alarmed that a woman could 
attract such crowds at a time 
when women were still cast 
in an inferior mold.  This one 
woman dared to be different 
and Boston would never be the 
same.  

Anne believed that a cove-
nant of grace, not good works, 
was necessary for salvation.  
This ran contrary to the 
preaching of most of the min-
isters with the exception of 
John Cotton and a few others.  

Obviously, the ministers 
began complaining to Gover-
nor John Winthrop, that their 
authority was being usurped 
by this upstart woman and 
they demanded that she be si-
lenced.  

 Thus began the proceed-
ings leading up to her trials 
of 1637 and 1638.  Boston was 
still a theocracy at the time so 
while the civil trial of Novem-
ber 7th and 8th, 1637 found her 
guilty in Newton (now Cam-

bridge) and declared her ban-
ished from the colony, she 
could not leave while still un-
der the church’s authority.  

She was placed under ar-
rest in the home of a friend of 
the court in Roxbury until the 
religious trial could be held.  

The religious trial was held 
in Boston on March 22, 1638 
and it was no surprise that she 
was found guilty and excom-
municated from the church. 

(To be continued.)

PART ONE
REPRINTED FROM 5/31/2012
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

PINK SHISHA
PINK SHISHA PACKAGE DEALS

HAIR, NAILS
MAKEUP

$13000

HAIR, NAILS

$10000

3604 E TREMONT AVE. BRONX, NY 10465

347-621-1799

Tails are Waggin' 
and Pets are Braggin'

3604 A East Tremont Avenue

ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
TOOTHBRUSHING

OFF
NEXT

$5

Offi ce/Retail Space 

Available in the 

Throggs Neck Mall 

Call 917-232-2375

Beauty Bar

Home Of The
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ALLEY 
CAT 
CAFE

TRADITIONAL BBQ
& SMOKEHOUSE

All Bottled Beer 
$400

CHARMINGLY LOCATED 75 FEET OFF E. TREMONT AVE
DOWN THE ALLEY WAY IN THE THROGS NECK MALL

3604C EAST TREMONT AVE  (718) 824-0168

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 
EVERYDAY 2-6 PM

Open: Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm
Fri & Sat 11am-12 Midnight

The “Home” of mouth-watering Smoked Brisket, fall-off-the-bone St. Louis Ribs,
Tender Pulled Pork, along with a wide assortment of side dishes

All Day!

1/2 CHICKEN & SIDE
CAN OF BEER

$1200

See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Café.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School 1438 Waring Avenue

Nice Ranch Style Two Bedroom Home With Walk Out 
Basement. Great Concrete Backyard Perfect For Barbe-

cues. Close To Public Transportation And Stores.

$344,900

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For
Your House. Let Us Sell Your Home

Distinguished Homes & Properties

Cell:  917-957-6800
3602 E Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

Larry “Large” Weinstein

Top Producer

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

APARTMENTS WANTED

1324 East Gun Hill Road
Great Investment Or Perfect For Home User/ Brick Mixed-Use 
Property Located In Highly Foot Traffi c Area Next to Buses And 
Subway. The Property Zoned For Two(2) Residential Units Plus A 
Doctors Offi ce..

$429,000

$45 per person

Create Your Own

Masterpiece
While Enjoying A 

Glass Of Wine

BYOB
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The Department of Housing Preservation and Development, Council Speaker Melissa Mark 
Viverito, Assemblyman Michael Blake and New York City First Lady Chirlane McCray were 
among the organizations and dignitaries on hand on Tuesday, December 1 to celebrate the 
start of construction on Lynn’s Place. They joined Unique People’s Services, Community 
Preservation Corporation and other development partners.  The Longwood supportive 
housing facility  will include 69 apartments.

DEVELOPMENT STARTS AT LYNN’S PLACE

New York City fi rst lady Chirlane McCray, and representatives from Unique People Services 
and Partners and Department of Housing Preservation and Development break ground. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Promoting peace in our homes and communities since 2010, Peace December held a Tues-
day, December 1 awards ceremony commemorating the life and vision of civil rights activ-
ists Claudette Colvin and the late Rosa Parks.  Featured guest speaker, District Attorney 
Darcel Clark honored Colvin, an African-American Civil Rights Movement pioneer who was 
arrested for resisting bus segregation in Montgomery, Alabama nine months prior to Park’s 
similar protest.  In addition, Assemblyman Jose Rivera presented awards to residents who 
volunteer their services to their community.Pictured above, Assemblyman Rivera (2nd on 
left) stands with Peace December members and honorees following last Tuesday’s awards 
ceremony. Photo by Miriam Quin

PEACE DECEMBER HONORS CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVISTS

Aldo Perez, NYC Political Coalition president with Shiekh Moussa Drammeh, Peace December 
chairman present honoree Claudette Colvin with a boquet of red roses. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Over 40 dogs, cats, and fi sh were given a special blessing by Father David Powers on Sunday, 
October 4 at St. Helena Parish.  The Blessing of Live Animals is a traditional devotion cel-
ebrated each year on October 4, which is the feast day of Saint Francis of Assisi, who loved 
animals and wrote an ode to all God’s living things.

ANIMAL BLESSINGS AT SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI

Over 40 dogs, cats and fi sh received a special blessing from Rev. David Power on Sunday 
October 4 at St. Helena Parish. The Blessing of Animals is a traditional devotion celebrated 
on the same day each year. Photo Courtesy of Church of St. Helena

The annual Bronx Good Scout Awards Reception was held on Wednesday, December 2 at F&J Pine Restaurant to recognize Good Scout honorees Carl Cannizzaro from Ensign Engineering 
and Sterling Robinson from United Federation of Teachers as well as award the Community Service Award to Geri Sciortino from Bronx Design Group.  Bronx Boy Scouts of America’s 
president Joseph Kelleher served as the awards ceremony’s host. Pictured left, Joe Ramos (c) stands with Boy Scouts Thomas Breslin, Matthew Howlett, Seamus Breslin, Nwosh Okoro and 
Jabari Gallier who were honored at the annual reception. Pictured right, (back row) Proud honorees Carl Cannizzaro, Gerri Scortino and Robert Sterling stand with Joseph Kelleher and 
scouts Nwosh Okoro, Seamus Breslin, Matthew Howlett, Jabari Gallier and Thomas Breslin. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

THE BRONX GOOD SCOUT AWARDS CEREMONY HELD
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WWishingYou Happy Holidays  
& 

 A Very Healthy New Year 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

*260 East 188th Street  *  2021 Grand Concourse * 2101 Quarry Rd     
*470 East Fordham Rd * 4487 Third Avenue 

NNNEEEWWW   LLLOOOCCCAAATTTIIIOOONNN   ---   CCCOOOMMMIIINNNGGG   SSSOOOOOONNN   : 2016 Bronxdale Ave 

718.220.2020   www.uchcbronx.org 
UNION Community Health Center        UCHC_Bronx 

� Pediatrics                                     

� Adolescent Medicine 
� Adult Medicine 
� Geriatrics 

� OB/GYN- Women’s Health 
� Behavioral Health/Support Groups 
� Physical Therapy 

� Occupational Health Services 
� Physiatry 
� Urology 

� Speech, Hearing and Language Therapy 

 

� RAPID/After-Hours Care 
(Evenings and Weekends )                

� Dental /Orthodontics  
� Radiology 

� Optometry 
� Endocrinology 
� Orthopedics 

� Rheumatology 
� Allergy 
� Cardiology 

� And more 

Walk-ins Welcome - No Appointment Necessary – 7 Days a Week 

Quality Primary Medical, Dental and Specialty Services for the Entire Family 
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To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES
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Did You Know?
That property owners and 
their insurance companies 
are responsible if you are 
injured by a dangerous
condition.

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
estar certificado se ofrece diario.
• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
• Electrocardiosram y filebotomia
• Auxiliar de Enfermeria
• �Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
• Assistimos en buscar trabajo

Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
Every course you need to be
certified is offered daily
• Home Health Aid
• EKG & Phlebotomy
•� CNA Course
•� Day and Evening Courses
• Experienced instructors
• Job assistance provided

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54
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“We showed composure. Composure we haven’t 
shown this early in the season. It was great to 
see.”
WINGS COACH BILLY TURNAGE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

Neither team played as 
though they wanted to win-but 
some team had to. The Giants 
lost the game on a wide FG try 
in OT. The Jets ha

NFL Replay

The SC opined: “The NFL 
loves to stand tall and an-
nounce its commitment to the 
integrity of the game – because 
it has to do that. Never to be 
admitted in public, the NFL 
suits know that their game en-
joys its 800-lb gorilla status to 
the fact that people gamble on 
the games legally and illegally. 
If there is any perception that 
the outcomes of said games are 
scripted in any way, the public’s 
gambling interest will dwindle 
and the NFL’s product will be 
less attractive. The “offi ciating 
problems” from 2015 have to be 
corrected.

I believe that replay has 
made offi cials lazy. They know 
in the backs of their minds that 
they might get a buzz from the 
booth to review a call or that a 
coach may challenge one they 
make so there is no need to in-
vest the physical and mental 
energy in getting it right with 
the toot of the whistle. After 
all, Big Brother Replay, can set 
things straight at a more lei-
surely pace…

Jeepers

What were the Bosox think-
ing when they signed, left 
handed David Price who works 
every 5th day, to a 10 year $217 

Jets  23    
Giants  20

Continued on Page 92

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Clive Allen willed his team 

back into the game, but Hayes 
couldn’t fully capitalize.

The senior guard scored the 
fi nal fi ve-points of the third quar-
ter to get the Cardinals within 
nine of Christ the King and his 
three-point play put them down 
just seven early in the fourth.  
Three straight empty possessions 
followed, including two three-
pointers that nearly went down, 
and Hayes never got closer.

“It was just one of those games 
where we couldn’t get over the 
hump,” Cardinals coach Joe Lods 
said. 

Christ the King, the three-
time defending CHSAA Class AA 
boys’ basketball champions, fi -
nally responded to lockup an 81-
67 victory in the Bronx on Dec. 11.  
Allen fi nished with a game-high 
25 points, including four threes 
and Baron Goodridge chipped in 
14 points. 

The defeat has a young Hayes 
team off to a 2-2 start. The Car-
dinals have two freshmen in Joe 
Toussaint and Adam Cisse and 
sophomores Victor Montenegro 
and Tyrese Williams all playing 
signifi cant minutes. The team 
understands there will be some 
growing pains early that could 
lead to success late.

“It’s the beginning of the sea-
son,” Allen said. “We still got 
younger guys.  We are going to 
be that team that will shock [peo-
ple].”

Hayes used fi ve fi rst-half three 
pointers to build a 31-26 lead with 
4:32 to play in the second quarter. 
The jumpers then ran cold and 
Hayes wasn’t aggressive enough 
at the rim or on the boards. Christ 
the King (1-1) rattled off an 18-2 
run over the second and third 
quarters to take a 44-34 lead with 
6:14 to go in the frame. CK made 
eight of its nine 3-pointers in the 
fi rst half. 

Lods doesn’t question his 
team’s skill, but would like to see 
more grit to help its overcome its 
youth. He wants them take more 
charges, rebound better and 
make a few more hustle plays.

“I don’t think we can play 32 
minutes of basketball and not 
take a charge,” Lods said. “I don’t 
think we can play 32 minutes 
of basketball and not dive for a 
loose ball and expect to win.”

Allen took it on himself to try 
to close the gap. His trey with 
seconds to play in the third made 
it 63-54 and Hayes got within 64-

57 with 6:02 to go in the game.
“I was just trying to get my 

team back into the game as a 
leader,” Allen said. 

CK point guard Jose Alva-
rado (17 points) made big shots 
down the stretch and got his 
teammates involved to help his 
club leave with the win. Jared 
Rivers also had 17 points.     

The defeat counties an un-
even start Hayes, that includes 
a one-point loss to PSAL power 
Thomas Jefferson. 

“It just a matter of how fast 
we can come along,” Lods said. 
“Against Jefferson I thought I 
was speeding up the process. To-
night I think we regressed a lit-
tle bit.”

YOUNG HAYES FALLS 
TO CHRIST THE KING

Joe Toussaint shoots jumper during the CHSAA Boys Basketball game between Christ the King and Cardinal 
Hayes at Cardinal Hayes in the Bronx, New York on Friday December 11, 2015.  Photo by Robert Cole
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
It was another banner year of boys’ 

soccer in the Bronx.
Riverdale repeated as NYSAISAA 

champions despite losing key players 
from the club that brought the school 
its fi rst crown last year. Fordham Prep 
won the CHSAA Archdiocesan crown, 
but a double-overtime goal in the fi nal 
kept it from repeating as city champi-
ons. 

Monroe had the most magical year 
amongst Bronx clubs. It went from 
nearly forfeiting its season to win-
ning the PSAL Class B crown. Bronx 
Science won a second straight PSAL 
Bronx A division title. Here is the list 
of the borough’s best player that made 
for another sensation year of soccer in 
the Bronx:

ALL-BRONX
PLAYER OF THE YEAR

ALEX CANICATTI
FORDHAM PREP

The Adidas All-American was the 
unquestioned leader of a Rams team 
that again reached the CHSAA Class 
AA city title game. The senior forward 
scored 21 goals, dished out 12 assists 
and helped a young team jell into one 
of the city’s top units. His speed and 
craftiness with the ball make him ex-
tremely diffi cult to mark. 

ALL-BRONX
COACH OF THE YEAR

CARMEN SKRINE
JAMES MONROE  

The Mustangs season was nearly 
forfeited because they did not have 
enough players for their fi rst two 
games. Skrine challenged his kids to 
help him get things together. They re-
sponded, did not lose again and won 
the school’s fi rst PSAL Class B crown. 
Skrine was the steadying force behind 
a hungry and talented group.  

ALL-BRONX
FIRST TEAM 

D SAM BAROVICK
RIVERDALE 

The senior has been a lockdown de-
fender during his four seasons on the 
varsity. It was his offense however that 
powered Riverdale’s second straight 
state title. He scored both goals in a 
win over UNIS in the fi nal.  

M JAHVON BEECH
EVANDER CHILDS

Beech burst onto the scene in his 
fi rst varsity season to help Evander 
Childs to a second place fi nish in its di-
vision. The junior tallied eight goals, 
including one in a post season win, 
and dished out seven assists.   

M NOAH KNOPF
FIELDSTON

The senior was a calming force for 
the Eagles in the midfi eld. His skill 
and smarts at the position had a major 

effect on the roster and allowed Field-
ston to remain in the upper echelon of 
the Ivy League.  

GK WILL MARMENT
FORDHAM PREP

Marment came up big whenever 
the Rams needed him, consistently 
making tough saves look easy. The 
senior was a stabilizing force to the 
defense and made two diving stop to 
ensure Fordham a 2-1 win over Stepi-
nac in the diocesan title game. 

M LUKE MCNAMARA
FORDHAM PREP

While Alex Cannicatti proved the 
fl ash, McNamara was the glue for 
Fordham. His skill and smarts in the 
midfi eld allowed the Rams to control 
the pace of play. McNamara scored 
12 goals and dished out fi ve assists.

M JUSTIN MILLER
RIVERDALE 

Miller, was a fi ve-year player for 
the Falcons. His veteran leadership 
at the midfi eld helped a young team 
jell to win a second straight state 
title. The senior tallied seven goals 
and three assists and had the win-
ning penalty kick in the semifi nals. 

F CESAR OLIVA
JAMES MONROE

The junior striker was the driv-
ing force behind the team’s run to 
the PSAL Class B title. Oliva scored 
21 goals, including seven in the post 
season. His presence also opened 
things up offensively for the rest of a 
talented squad. 

M/D GEO RODAS
CARDINAL SPELLMAN

Rodas has been a dual threat for 
much of his career at Spellman. The 
senior is one of the anchors of the de-
fense and has the ability to scored a 
goal at any moment. He helped the 
Pilots to a second place fi nish in its 
division. 

M MERT RODOPLU
BRONX SCIENCE

Rodoplu had his best season in a 
Wolverines’ uniform to help them 
win a second straight Bronx A divi-
sion title. The senior midfi elder tal-
lied six goals and dished out four as-
sists. He had a score and a helper in a 
win over rival Evander Childs. 

F/M HAYALE SMITH
MOUNT ST. MICHAEL

The Mount needed someone to 
pick up the scoring for the graduated 
Anton Porter and the senior fi lled 
the role perfectly. Smith found the 
back of the net 15 times for a Moun-
taineers team that went 5-4 in league 
play. 

HONORABLE MENTION 
F Emmanuel Anie

Evander Childs 

F Javier Carrillo

Cardinal Spellman 

M/D Andrew Cohen

Riverdale  

M Daouda Coulibaly

Morris, 

M/D Emmet Fucigna

Fordham Prep

M Felix Kowarick

Fordham Prep.

GK Caden Pavlin

Bronx Science, 

M Noah Scholnick

Horace Mann 

GK Fernando Zelaya

Mount St. Michael

F Gerry David

James Monroe

Boys Soccer Honors 
2015 ALL-BRONX

Met Rodoplu (r.) of Bronx Science is an All-Bronx Boys’ Soccer First Team selection. Photo by Robert Cole
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BY BRANDON MAUK
A 20-point third quarter lead 

wasn’t enough to let Wings Acad-
emy cruise to victory.

Foul trouble robbed Wings of its 
momentum against Eagle Academy, 
forcing it to need another big run 
late to hold on for a 68-53 victory 
in a PSAL Bronx A boys’ basket-
ball game on Dec. 10 at Mott Hall. 
The defending PSAL and state Fed-
eration Class AA champions hung 
tough with its lead slipping away.

“We showed composure,” Wings 
coach Billy Turnage said. “Compo-
sure we haven’t shown this early in 
the season. It was great to see.”

After falling behind 20-13 midway 
through the fi rst quarter, Wings (4-
0) surged on a 24-0 run behind the 
scoring of Boubacar Kamissoko and 
Kevin Saylor. The Wings will be 
without Wagner-bound center Ja-
mar Brown because his is too old to 

compete, according to Turnage.
Saylor had nine of his game-high 

24 points in the second quarter. He 
is stepping into a bigger role this 
season and looks to be one of Wings’ 
top contributors after the gradua-
tion of Desure Bouie, Jessie Govan 
and Randy Corporan.

“My teammates threw me the 
ball and I just scored,” Saylor said.

Kamissoko had 21 points, eight 
in the fi rst quarter alone. He closed 
each of the fi rst two quarters with 
a pair of big shots. He put Wings 
ahead for good in the fi nal seconds 
of the fi rst half with a long jumper 
and then hit a three-pointer to put 
his team up by 15 at the break. 

“We were just playing together 
and started playing more [as a 
team],” Kamissoko said. “We came 
out a little bit slow and then we just 
started hitting more shots.”

Eagle (3-2) struggled after its hot 

start when junior guard Tyrese 
Crosdale left the game with a bro-
ken fi nger. After losing his pres-
ence, the Eagles didn’t score a bas-
ket for a full eight minutes.

“That just drained the spirit of 
the whole team,” Eagle head coach 
Ryan Queen said. 

Kamissoko and Saylor combined 
for 14 points in the third quarter as 
Wings built a 20-point lead, but the 
team went over the foul limit with 
10 personals in the period. This al-
lowed Eagle to fi ght back into the 
game.

“It killed everything,” Turnage 
said. We were playing well defen-
sively and then all of the sudden 
they were in the double bonus.”

With nine points in the period, 
Floyd Samuels led Eagle on a 13-2 
run to cut the defi cit to nine with 
5:24 left. It could have closed the 
gap further because but struggled 

at the free throw line. Eagle made 
just 11-of-21 foul shots for the game, 
with most of those attempts coming 
when it was in the bonus

Saylor stopped Eagle’s run with a 
layup to put Wings back up by dou-
ble digits with 4:20 to go. Kamissoko 
hit the dagger late, a huge three-
pointer to put Wings up by 13 with 
1:12 left. It showed great composure 
when thing got tough.

“We just calmed down, listened 
to our coach,” Kamissoko said. 
“We’ve got senior leaders that make 
us overcome those runs.”

Since the 24-0 run was not 
enough, Wings ended up closing 
the game out with a 10-4 run spurt 
over the fi nal four minutes to hold 
off Eagle.

“We were just hungry,” Saylor 
said. “We wanted to come out and 
win this game. We just came out 
and played hard.”

Wings holds off Eagle rally

  WINSTON DINKINS
COACH / PRESIDENT 

The Lord truly blessed us in 2015!!!  
I couldn’t imagine that our year will 
end on such a high note!  On Friday, 
December 5th, Velocity Track Club 
New York traveled to Danville AL to 
compete in the AAU (American Ama-
teur Union) Cross Country National 
Championship. Due to our fi nances, 
only 4 student athletes were able to 
attend the nationals.  The meet was 
at the Oakville Indian Mounds Park, 
which is next to the Jesse Owens Mu-
seum. After we conducted our walk 
through of the meet course we visited 
the Jesse Owens Museum and seen a 
preview of the movie “Race”, the story 
of the Olympian Jesse Owens.

    On Saturday, we were ready for 
our biggest meet of the season.  There 
were over 1,000 of the best cross coun-
try athletes from around the coun-
try competing for the title “Best in 
the Country”.  Medals were given to 
the top 25 athletes, the top eight (elite 
eight) will have their medals pre-
sented to them on the podium and 
everyone will received t-shirts, bags 
and participation medals.  It’s a good 
accomplishment to advance to the na-
tional championship. At the nation-
als, we (coaches) ask that our athletes 
break their PR (personal record). At 
the nationals, if an athlete PR, that is 
great.  If they happen to win a medal, 
let’s start jumping up and down, LOL.  
Well, let’s start jumping up and down! 

Darius Gordon started it off in the 
Boys 15 & 16 age division 5K (3.1 miles) 
race.  Darius fastest time this year 
was 18.49 minutes.  At the nationals, 
he ran the 5k in 17.39 minutes.  Sur-
passing his personal record by 1:10 
minutes.  Next, Julian Caldwell and 
Dontae Lindo competed in the boys 10 
years old division 3K (1.8 miles) race.  
Julian Caldwell, who is better known 
for his sprinting ran the 3k in 13:04 
minutes, which is the fastest he ever 
ran the 3K. 

 Dontae had his best season since 
competing in track & fi eld or XC.  He 
won every race he competed in this 
season except for two and he took 2nd 
in one of them.  We had high hopes 
that he will make it to the podium 
and earn the title “Elite Eight”.  Well, 
Dontae didn’t let us down, he ran his 
personal best with a time of 10:59 min-
utes in the 3k race and took 6th place.  
What a great accomplishment, to fi n-
ish in 6th place over all out of 113 of 
the best athletes in the country is fan-
tastic!  

Last but not least was our 7 years 
old boy Pierce Parker.  Since this was 
Pierce’s 1st Cross Country National 
Meet.  We didn’t want to add any addi-
tional pressure on him.  I told his par-
ent’s that I will be satisfy if he fi nishes 
in the top 25.  However, after Pierce 
seen Dontae on the podium, he wasn’t 
excepting any less. They ran the 7 & 8 
years boys at the same time. So when 
Pierce fi nished the race, it appear that 

he would not fi nish in the top 8.  At 
that time Pierce had tears in his eyes. 
After they separated the 8 years old 
boys from the 7 years old boys, Pierce 
name was called.  The tears dried 
up and his lovely smile was shown.  
Pierce took 4th place in the 7 year old 
boys 2K (1.2 miles) race with a time of 
8:49 minutes.  VTC came home with 4 
national medals!!!  Great job athletes’ 

coaches, parents, community and all 
whom support us.  

Velocity Track Club New York is 
a 501C3 Non for profi t.  100% of your 
donation will go to help our children.  
For additional information, you can 
go to our web site Velocitytrack.org or 
contact me, Coach Winston Dinkins 
at 914-441-6196 or email me at watclt@
aol.com.

Velocity Track Club New 
York highlights

Velocity Track Club winners with their medals.
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million contract.
Perry Patter

Dwight Perry (Seattle 
Times) wrote, “Dwight Perry 
(Seattle Times) wrote: “NBC’s 
Jimmy Fallon, on Kobe Bryant 
announcing that he’ll soon quit 
pro basketball: “That’s right — 
he’s signing with the Philadel-
phia 76ers.

Buffalo’s team bus broke 
down en route to Arrowhead 
Stadium on Sunday, laying 
claim to the NFL’s fi rst stalled 
drive of the day.

Utah football coach Kyle 
Whittingham, to reporters, af-
ter his team’s 17-9 loss to UCLA: 
“Enjoy the rest of your Satur-
day. I won’t.”

Davidson College — which 
Curry left after his junior sea-
son in 2009 to join the Golden 
State Warriors — says it won’t 
retire the No. 30 jersey of the 
NBA’s reigning MVP because 
he hasn’t graduated. Curry, nat-
urally, vows to give it a shot.

To honor Steve Nash’s in-
duction into the Phoenix Suns’ 
Ring of Honor, Suns players 
wore socks with Steve Nash’s 
face on them. Can’t wait to see 
what the Red Sox come up with 

for Curt Schilling Induction 
Day.

Brigham Young basketball 
player Nick Emery got ejected 
from Wednesday’s game for 
sucker-punching a Utah oppo-
nent.

Apparently he thought BYU 
was an acronym for Beat You 
Up.

At Fark.com: “NFL’s cun-
ning plan of removing one 
Brady target per week until he 
has no one left to throw to fi -
nally pays off.”;

At TheOnion.com: “Kobe 
Bryant tears up while refl ect-
ing on all the mistakes team-
mates made during his ca-
reer.”;

When Seahawks coaches re-
fer to QB Russell Wilson’s im-
proved pocket this year, they 
mean:

a) The pass protection he’s 
getting

b) The additional $86 mil-
lion in his wallet.

FIFA announced plans to 
expand the traditional 32-team 
World Cup fi eld to 40.

But in a stunning show of 
fi scal restraint, soccer offi cials 
vowed to keep the bribe intake 
at its current budgeted level.

Timofey Mozgov, the Cava-
liers’ Russian center, shot 0 for 
3 in his only scoreless outing of 
the season against the Wizards 
last Tuesday.

In other words, nothing but 
nyet.

A prime advertising spot in 
the Super Bowl 50 telecast will 
cost you $5 million per 30 sec-
onds, CBS announced.

Hey, don’t laugh: That’s 
probably about what Tony 
Romo got paid to quarterback 
the Cowboys this season.

Jim Barach of WCHS-TV 
in Charleston, W.Va., on the 
hazardous water readings at 
the Rio Olympic sites: “There 
hasn’t been that much chemi-
cal contamination found in 
a body of water since Barry 
Bonds peed in his pool.”;

Times reader Chris Hill, 
via Facebook, after outfi elder 
Nori Aoki says he signed with 
the Mariners to win a World 
Series: “That’s like going to the 
moon for water.”;

Turns out Tom Brady got 
beat twice last weekend.

Not only did the Patriots 
QB suffer his fi rst loss of the 
season after a 10-0 start, but 
the Michigan alum lost his bet 

with teammate and Ohio Stater 
Nate Ebner on the outcome of 
their alma maters’ game.

Which explains why Brady 
was spotted Thursday in the 
Pats’ locker room wearing a 
bright-red Buckeyes T-shirt.

Tweet of the Week

From 43-year-old Florida 
Panthers forward Jaromir 
Jagr: “Fans — I appreciate your 
votes for All-Star Game, but 3 
on 3 would kill me, and I don’t 
want to die yet. :) Thank you for 
understanding. Too old. :)”;

Russia has handed mara-
thon runner Maria Konovalova 
a two-year ban for using perfor-
mance-enhancing drugs.

Coincidence? The last time 
she raced, she lapped the fi eld 
fi ve times.

“So let me get this straight,” 
wrote Janice Hough of Left-
CoastSportsBabe.com.

“The NFL rules say SOME-
ONE has to win the NFC 
East?”;

According to a study by 
BACtrack.com,

the Bills boast the NFL’s 
drunkest fans.

Or as hardy Buffaloans pre-
fer to call it, an antifreeze prob-
lem.

Lucas Etter, 14, of Lexing-
ton, Ky., solved a Rubik’s cube 
puzzle in a world-record 4.9 sec-
onds.

In other words, nearly as 
fast as J.J. Watt’s 40 time.

Sports Illustrated’s Peter 
King, via Twitter, on the dif-
ference between pro and col-
lege expectations: “(Cardinals 
coach Bruce) Arians, 19-8 in 
the last two years: one of the 
hottest coaches in the NFL. 
(Georgia’s Mark) Richt, 19-6 in 
the last two years: fi red.”;

Blogger Chad Picasner, on 
the Padres unveiling new uni-
forms for 2016: “It won’t help; 
they’ll still be recognized.”;

RJ Currie of SportsDeke.
com,

on Yankee legend Derek 
Jeter retiring with 260 career 
home runs: “Or 261, if you in-
clude getting engaged to SI 
Swimsuit Issue cover girl Han-
nah Davis.”;

The Philadelphia 76ers fi -
nally snapped the longest losing 
streak in American pro-sports 
history — 28 losses in a row.

That popping sound you 
hear is the Washington Gener-
als hitting the champagne at 
Don Shula’s house.”

PipeDreams: Perry Patter; Tweet Of The Week
from Page 89
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THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Monday at 4 pm for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH
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ger,” he said.
Omotosho, who held a meeting with 

Rodriguez, CB5 and the 46th Precinct 
the following day, said that some of the 
displaced families had to sleep in MTA 
buses and others in the 46th Precinct 
on the night of the occurrence.

Valentine Ave. blaze destroys eight homes, tears 29 families apart
From page 1 In total, nine injuries were reported 

by the FDNY - which included three ci-
vilians and six fi re fi ghters, who sus-
tained minor injuries. There were no 
fatalities.

Last week’s fi re caused the dis-
placement of approximately 29 fami-
lies consisting of 74 adults and 15 chil-
dren, according to the FDNY, who also 
confi rmed that the fi re was the result 
of the careless disposal of a cigarette.

Michael de Vulpillieres, American 
Red Cross Greater NY Region commu-
nications offi cer, said the American 
Red Cross met with about 90 victims 
last Thursday and registered 29 fami-
lies for assistance.

He added 20 families consisting of 
51 people were provided temporary 
housing at hotels located in Manhat-
tan and in the Bronx.

“The remaining displaced fami-
lies have self-relocated and are cur-
rently staying with family and friends 
following this incident,” said Nancy 
Silvestri, New York City Emergency 
Management Department’s press sec-
retary.

In addition to providing the victims 
with shelter, the American Red Cross 
has also provided them with emer-
gency funds to help them get through 
these next few days.

NYC EMD added the American Red 
Cross is working with the New York 
City Housing Preservation and Devel-
opment Department to help determine 

The devastation from last Thursday’s fi re on Valentine Avenue could be seen far and wide. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Chris Adamson with his daughter, Cashae, 
said people could hear the fi refi ghters work-
ing all through the night. He lives barely a 
half block down from where the fi re oc-
curred. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

how to best match these families’ long-
term living needs.

The American Red Cross and HPD 
are helping to connect these families 
with community agencies and local 
elected offi cials such as Councilman 
Ritchie Torres, Senator Gustavo Ri-

vera and Assemblyman Victor Pich-
ardo for assistance.

“Ninety percent of the American 
Red Cross’ workforce are volunteers 
who gave their time and service to aid 
these displaced families,” de Vulpil-
lieres said.

St. Frances de Chantal’s rectory where Fr. Peter Miqueli’s offi ce was located. 
 Community News Group / Robert Wirsing

parent shortly after his appointment, 
which he described as “bossy, infl ex-
ible and often absent.”

“I observed a man with no people 
skills, who was unorganized and very 
thin-skinned,” said McCarrick. “He 
was someone who did not want to deal 
with his fl ock and seemed to have a 
personal vendetta with a few parish-
ioners.”

McCarrick said Fr. Miqueli once 
threatened to shut down the parish 
council last year and forbade most 
of the council’s members from their 
annual tradition of selling Christ-
mas cards inside the parish at week-
end Masses with the exception of the 
council’s president and treasurer.

Parishioners noted Fr. Miqueli 
did not follow the proper cash dona-
tion handling procedures as he would 
have unsealed bags of donated money 
sitting outside of his rectory offi ce 
while on vacation.  

A concerned parishioner who 
wished to remain anonymous said 
shortly after Fr. Miqueli came to St. 
Frances de Chantal, he fi red every-
one from the rectory and appointed 
two trustees, Theresa Schirnos, a St. 
Frances de Chantal parishioner and 
Dr. Delores Ruth Perez, who was from 
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini.

The parishioner also said Crist 
was prominently seen around St. 

St. Frances de Chantal pastor resigns after parishoners fi le lawsuit
From page 1 Frances’s rectory offi ce following Fr. 

Miqueli’s appointment and that Crist 
was allegedly going to be tapped as 
the church manager.

Parishioners said a few members of 
the congregation discovered Crist did 
not pass the Archdiocese’s Safe Envi-
ronment Program which ensures the 
safety of children and young adults 
entrusted into the care of parishes, 
schools, religious education classes 
and other programs.  

Janeen Ruzzi, a parishioner since 
2005, said she would see Crist some-
times around the school and the 
church. 

Ruzzi added she was informed to 
call the Archdiocese to report if she 
saw Crist at the school, rectory or 
church for unspecifi ed reasons.

Peggy McKeegan, a parishioner 
for over 50 years, who had diffi culty 
believing the accusations at fi rst, said 
it appears “people higher up appear to 
be covering for him.”

“There’s a split in the parish and 
it’s bleeding parishioners,” said Mc-
Keegan. “Fr. Miqueli was unavail-
able so often and though people tried 
to reach out to him in friendship, he 
didn’t return the favor.”

No successor for Fr. Miqueli has 
yet been named, but St. Frances de 
Chantal’s faithful hope the next pas-
tor “is fi nancially transparent and a 
holy person.”
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New 825 Square Foot
Renovated Rehabilitation Department

Happy Holidays



 Gifts to make them Happy...
Priced to make you Smile!

Merry Christmas from our family to yours! 

50” CLASS LED 
1080p HDTV                                                 
-50E3500  WAS $449.97NOW...

$14897
NOW...

$29997

NOW...
$34991

40% OFF
SAVE $20

42% OFF
SAVE $15

NOW...
$2999

NOW...
$1999

12 CUP 
PROGRAMMABLE 
COFFEE MAKER 
-BVMC-AMX22  
 WAS $34.99

4 SLICE STAINLESS 
STEEL TOASTER 
OVEN BROILER
-31401 WAS $49.99 

$3999
NOW...

PLAQUE
CONTROL 
RECHARGEABLE 
TOOTHBRUSH
-HX6211/04  
WAS $69.99

$6999
NOW...

SENSOTOUCH 
ELECTRIC RAZOR
-1150X/40  WAS $99.99

NO

P
C
R
T
-
W

42% OFF
SAVE $30

30% OFF
SAVE $30

FREE INSTALLATION

$7999
NOW...

38% OFF
SAVE $50PORTABLE GPS 

NAVIGATION SYSTEM 
WITH LIFETIME MAPS
-NUVI55LM  WAS $129.99

5.0''
LCD

IN DASH AM/FM/CD CAR 
STEREO WITH BUILT IN 
BLUETOOTH HANDSFREE   
• Front Panel USB and 
   AUX Input • Works with 
   Pandora • iPhone Compatible                                                
 -KDCBT362U

$12999

INSTALLED 

FREE*

REMOTE CONTROL VEHICLE 
STARTER SYSTEM
• Parking Light Flash • Door Lock/Unlock ( Vehicle 
   Must Be Equipped With Power Door Locks ) 
-VIPER4105V  WAS $199.99

NOW...
$17999SAVE $20

WIRELESS HI-FI
MUSIC SYSTEM 
-PLAY3BLACK

$29991

All The Music on Earth, in Every 
Room of Your Home, Wirelessly.

AVAILABLE IN
 BLACK OR WHITE

AVAILABLE IN BLACK OR WHITE

AVAILABLE IN
 BLACK OR WHITE

y

2 ROOM STARTER SET 
-PLAY1STARTER 
REG. $199 EACH  PLAY:1
EXPIRES 12/26/15

22 ROOROOROOROOMMMM STASTASTASTARRTRT

��������	�
������
��������	
�������	��������	��������������������
����������	������������������	������������������
�	����������������������	�������	���	�����
-PLAY5IIBLACK

$49991

SAVE ON HDTVs

NOW...
$99891

(* Most Vehicles Require A Bypass Module At An Additional Cost)

SAVE ON 
SMALL APPLIANCES ON ANY CAR STEREO $129 & UP*...  ADD ANY PAIR OF SPEAKERS 

AND  WE’LL INSTALL THEM FREE TOO.  *Installation Kits Extra If Needed 

55” CLASS SLIM 4K ULTRA HD LED SMART TV                                 
• 4K SUHD TV with Revolutionary Panel Featuring 
   Nano-Crystal Technology • Smart TV with Quad-Core 
   Processor, Smart Apps and Full Web Browser      
• Motion Rate 120 Refresh Rate Technology                                 
-UN55JS7000  WAS $1599.91

CBT362U99

cle

999

INCLUDES

REMOTES
2

INSTALLED 

FREE*

EXTENDED HOURS:FRIDAY        9AM-11PMSATURDAY   9AM-11 PM SUNDAY          9AM-10  PM

50''

33% OFF 

SAVE $150

39''
40% OFF 

SAVE $101

55''

39” CLASS LED HDTV
-PLDED3996A  
WAS $249.97

SAVE 
$49

LIMITED TIME 
OFFER

37% OFF
SAVE $601

IN STORE ONLY



 

†Discounts deducted from P.C. Richard & Son New Low PricePP offers, cannot be combined with any other P.C. Richard & Son promotion. Percent discounts, shall not apply to and exclude: Computers, Monitors, Printers, Tpp ablets, eReaders, Prepaid Cards, Video Game Consoles, Apple, Designer Appliances, select Polk, TT Klipsch, Weber Grills, Bose, Samsung TV’s, Sony TV’ ’s, 
GE Cafe & GE profile Appliances, prior sales, dealers, clearances, special sale items, P.C. Richard & Son Gift Cards, or competitive ads. We reserve the right to limit quantities. ††If within 30 days of your purchase from P.C. Richard & Son you should see a lower advertised price from any “Brick and Mortar”PP or “Authorized Online” retailer, we will gladly mail you a check for 100% of the
difference. Only retailers that are designated by the manufacturer as authorized shall be considered to qualify within this policyll . Our Low Price Guarantee applies to all brand new merchandise with the exact model numbeyy r.ee  Excludes: going out of business sales, one-of-a-kinds, limited quantities, discontinued items, installations, delivery, rebates, extended seryy vice, financing, free giveaways
and bundle offers (See Store For Details). Effective 10/12. Intel, Intel logo, Intel Inside, Intel Inside logo, Intel Centrino, Intel Centrino logo, Celeron, Intel Xeon, Intel SpeedStep, Itanium, and Pentium are trademarks or registered trademarks of Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries in the United States and other countries. Not responsible for photographic or typographical errors.
© 2015 P.C. RICHARD & SOPP N

Queen Mattress -513465-51Q  -513466-51Q  -513469-51Q  -513470-51Q

FREE DELIVERY SET-UP
AND REMOVAL

On All Stearns & Foster, Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid, Sealy Optimum, and Tempur-Pedic Mattresses.

BO
X SPRING

FREEA $150 Value

W
ith Purchase Of Any Sealy Posturepedic 

Plus Series M
attress

Twin Mattress* -51173030-T

WAS $399
$9997

*Mattress only. Box Spring Sold Separately

$$$$$

Queen Mattress* -51173051-Q

WAS $499
$14997

$$$$$

INSTANTLY ON SELECT 

STEARNS & FOSTER
MATTRESSES

WAS $1249
$69997

NEW
2016

MODELS

1.800.696.2000

PCRICHARD.COM
OR VISIT

66  SHOWROOMS SERVING NY, NJ, CT, PA

L O C AT E
OUR 66
 SHOWROOMS
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