
BY ROBERT WIRSING
The dead body of a Bronx 

man wanted by police for kill-
ing his ex-girlfriend was found 
a week after the heinous crime.

Police were hunting for Ty-
rone Lowe, 30, of 1570 Bogart 
Avenue, in connection with the 
shooting homicide of Shoshane 
Rattigan, 28, at their residence.

However, 47th Precinct po-
lice found Lowe dead inside of 
his 2006 Honda Odyssey this 
Tuesday, December 8 at 4:45 

p.m. located in the vicinity of 
Hollers Avenue and Hutchinson 
River Parkway.

Offi cers that responded to 
the scene, found Lowe, who was 
pronounced dead by EMS, with 
a gun shot wound to his head, 
and a handgun lying next to 
him.

A NYPD spokesman said the 
49th Precinct responded to a 911 
call on Tuesday, December 1 at 
3:55 a.m. of a person shot inside 

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Looks like the party’s over at 

the Animal House. 
At least 30 people gathered 

in front of 2437 Fenton Avenue, 
a quiet, non-assuming house in 
Pelham Gardens. 

It’s 11 a.m. on a Monday and 
the crowd is fi erce.  There are chil-
dren, older women, middle aged 
men, and young people alike.  

As they await the arrival of 
Senator Jeff Klein, the signs they 
hold tell the story:  “Airbnb is bad 
for NYC”, “ I don’t want to live 
in a hotel” , “STOP illegal hotels 
now”, “Your business is a parisite 
in my neighborhood”, and so on.  

One sign read “sharing econ-
omy” with the word “sharing” 
crossed out and replaced with 
“selfi sh”.

For $750 a night, the property 
rented out as ‘Fenton Lounge’, 
a nightclub where loud music 
played until after 5 a.m., strippers 
graced the specially installed pole 
in the backyard, jello shots were 
sold, and noise complaints from 
neighbors were largely ignored. 

Sites like Airbnb where the 
owner of the residence - turned - 
nightclub, Nebi Ayele, has posted 
advertisements, have assisted in 
making this possible.

If Ayle was renting the resi-
dence his actions would be ille-
gal, but under current legislation 
he is breaking no laws by renting 
the place out on a nightly basis.

Klein held a press conference 
in partnership with Assembly-
man Mark Gjonaj, in front of the 
house in response to the public 
outrage. 

As he stood in front of his 
“Protecting Our Community” 
sign, the senator  addressed the 
cheering crowd with vows to pro-
tect the residents calm and tran-
quil way of life. 

“This doesn’t belong in any 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Chaos reigned at the Leh-

man Educational Campus dur-
ing a week-long spree of fi ghts 
and false fi re alarms. 

Merchants, represented by 
the Westchester Square Busi-
ness Improvement District, 
and Councilman James Vacca 
met with four of six principals 
from the high school campus in 
Vacca’s offi ce on Thursday, De-
cember 3 to discuss the week’s 
mayhem. 

The alarms caused an imme-
diate dismissal that sent thou-
sands of students into the street 
from Monday, November 30 to 
December 3. 

Most never returned to 
school, and those who did faced 
hour long waits at metal detec-

tors, which they have to pass 
through to reenter the school, 
according to sources. 

A police source stated that 
the fi re alarms had been pulled 
twice in the preceding week 
also.  

“We have kids pulling fi re 
alarms and it has become con-
tagious,” said the councilman, 
adding that based on his conver-
sations with police, he believes 
that students having access to 
cell phones, per recent city De-
partment of Education policy, 
may be contributing to the co-
ordination of false alarms and 
the planning of fi ghts outside 
the school. 

“The merchants have told me 
that this is really an untenable 
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A Winter Wonderland
Westchester Square Business Improvement District turned the popular 
shopping area into a Winter Wonderland on Friday, December 3. The an-
nual holiday tradition featured a Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Christ-
mas carols, a surprise visit from Santa and even a reindeer. See photos on 
page 13.         Photo by Laura Stone

Lehman fi ghts disrupt the Square

SOCIAL MEDIA IGNITES 
CHAOS AT LEHMAN HS

Airbnb listing 
leads to party 

house

Man wanted in MP 
murder found dead
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30 Month CD BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Pearl Harbor was remembered by a 

slew of American Legion posts recently.
On Monday, December 7, local veter-

ans and residents gathered at three dif-
ferent remembrance day ceremonies for 
the 74-year anniversary of the attacks on 
Pearl Harbor. 

Three Throggs Neck posts, the Sil-
ver Beach American Legion Post 1371, 
the Theodore Korony American Legion 
Post 253 and the Throggs Neck Memorial 
American Legion Post 1456 each held cer-
emonies in honor of the anniversary of 
the events that led th United States into 
World War II.

At the Theodore Korony American 
Legion Post 253 ceremony in Bicenten-
nial Veteran’s Park at Weir Creek, Sil-
ver Beach American Legion Post 1371 
vice commander Richie Ardisson spoke 
about the facts and history of Pearl Har-

bor, which was attacked by 353 Japanese 
fighter planes, bombers and torpedo plans 
in two waves, which were launched from 
six aircraft carriers. 

Almost 200  United States aircrafts 
were destroyed while 18 ships were either 
sunk or ran aground during the attacks.

In addition, Ardisson talked about 
the 2,403 Americans who were killed and 
1,178 Americans were wounded, as well as 
the simultaneous attacks that took place 
in the Philippines, Singapore, Hong Kong 
and the British Empire in Malaysia. 

He also mentioned the 15 Metals of 
Honor, 51 Navy Crosses, 53 Silver Stars, 
four Navy and Marine Corp metals and 
three Bronze Stars that were awarded 
following the attacks, among others who 
were awarded for their roles during the 
World War II event.

“The average age for a (World War II) 
veteran is 94, and younger generations 
forget about the incidents that took place 
during this very important day and time 
in our nation’s history,” said Ardisson. 
“This ceremony has a great purpose for 
those younger generations, young adults 
and even adolescents who may not be 
fully educated regarding what happened 
in Pearl Harbor during that time without 
a school history book - so this event has a 
very important meaning.”

“It’s very important that we not only 
remember, but also recognize, how (Amer-
icans) obtained freedom and liberties 
- from the ultimate sacrifice of veterans 
and patriots who came together and fought 
to give us those privileges,” said veteran 
Patrick Devine, who laid the wreath at 
the end of the ceremony. “We (Americans) 
must always remember that freedom is 
not necessarily free, and it should defi-
nitely not be taken for granted.”

Three veterans posts hold 
Pearl Harbor ceremonies

We (Americans) must 
always remember 

that freedom is not 
necessarily free, and 
it should defi nitely 

not be taken for 
granted.

Patrick Devine

Silver Beach American Legion Post 1371 vice commander Richie Ardisson speaks about  Pearl Harbor 
to those in attendance, while Bob Forsberg holds the American fl ag. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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residential place,” said the senator, “ The 
owner has turned this home into an illegal 
Airbnb nightclub... for over a year you have 
put up with this nonsense. I say, enough is 
enough.” 

Klein added that Airbnb should be held 
accountable for those who post on their 
site by performing background checks to 
ensure that there have been no violations 
or complaints at the property. 

Klein plans on introducing legislation 
in Albany which would ban one- and two-
family homes from short term rentals. 

Right now this law only applies to apart-
ments. He hopes to have this legislation in 
effect by the end of the [new] year.

Airbnb removed the listing on the same 
morning as the press conference. 

A spokesman from the company re-
sponded by stating that they are investi-
gating the matter to ensure that these kind 
of disturbances don’t happen again. 

“This situation underscores how im-
portant it is for all of us to work together 
on an approach to home sharing...we look 
forward to working with city and state of-
fi cials to identify a policy that will help 
people share their homes while also ad-
dressing specifi c NYC concerns,” the 
spokesman said.

At a time when sites like Airbnb are 
only gaining in popularity,  the question is 
begged -  at what point is the line crossed 
between renting out a residance to “make 
ends meet” as a spokeswoman from Airbnb 
put it, and using that private residence as a 
commercial property?

President of the 49th Precinct Commu-
nity Council , Joe Thompson, spoke with 
enthusiasm about the issue. 

“This can’t exist. This is the heart of 
America. If we let this block down, we let 
down America. We are looking at people 

who struggle to get where they are. And 
now they’re here.  I respect individual 
rights but not when it encroaches on oth-
ers. We all know each other.. all of a sud-
den we’re getting 300 plus people that no-
body knows. There are no commercial 
establishments here. And thats probably 
why this place was chosen. This is middle 
America, this is where it starts and this is 
where it must end.”

One neighbor who chose to remain an-
nonomous stated that when the parties got 
rowdy and the cops were called, the party 
would quiet down until the police left, at 
which point party goers would curse the 
neighbors and turn the music back up. 

These parties have taken place on and 
off over the past year, most recently on No-
vember 28. 

Ayele, the mastermind behind the 
lounge, and owner of the residence, made 
an appearance as the press conference 
was ending.  

The crowd gained momentum as he 
took the podium, the true anger of the 
neighboorhood surfacing. 

Protestors jeered as Ayele spoke, chant-
ing “Shame on you! Shame! Shame!” and 
telling him to have some respect.  

The owner proceeded to defend himself 
against what he called slanderous words. 

“You come and make a press confer-
ence, you don’t know what you’re talking 
about. This is defamation.You got friends 
in high places, senator,” said Ayele to Sen-
ator Klein, “that’s fi ne, but this is how I 
make a living.” 

In response the crowd’s screams es-
calated, one woman shouting, “We work 
hard and pay taxes, get a real job my 
friend.”

“If it was up to me I’d do it everyday, 
I’m a party animal,” said Ayele, “If I want 
to have a party I will.”  

situation,” added Vacca. 
Once in the streets, sev-

eral students engaged in 
brawls, which this school 
year have become more 
common in the Square, 
said WSBID offi cials, 
with several businesses 
having to shut their doors 
at various times.

“The students are over-
taking the streets, block-
ing traffi c, fi ghting and 
terrorizing pedestrians,” 
read a BID statement. 
“On Thursday (December 
3), a student was arrested 
outside the school with a 
fi rearm.” 

According to the WS-
BID, several businesses 
have already indicated 
that if this continues they 
will have to close their 
doors. 

The BID is calling on 
its elected offi cials to step 
up and take a leadership 
role in calming the vio-
lence and disorder at the 
school and in the commu-
nity. 

“As a business associa-
tion we demand the pro-

tection we deserve and a 
coordinated solution from 
various city agencies re-
sponsible for their part in 
these incidents,” read the 
WSBID statement. “We 
will not accept the fi nger 
pointing that has been the 
response to this issue.” 

Vacca believes that 
DOE policy has shifted 
away towards suspen-
sions for disruptive stu-
dents towards more of an 
emphasis on counseling 
and intervention. 

He believes this is the 
wrong policy in these 
cases, and is looking for 
suspension and arrests 
for out of control young 
people, he said. 

The councilman be-
lieves that one of the 
school’s many principals 
needs to be appointed the 
lead principal in order 
to have someone in the 
building who can make 
split second decisions. 

Currently, no such 
principal is designated, 
he said. 

Councilman Vacca 
said he was especially dis-

turbed by a video recently 
removed from Youtube 
that showed girls, pre-
sumably Lehman campus 
students, fi ghting near 
120 Westchester Square 
and “beating each other 
to a pulp.” 

“It was disgraceful, 
he said. “This kind of 
behavior cannot be toler-
ated.”

The councilman, WS-
BID and Community 
Board 10 representatives 
and DOE offi cials had a 
second meeting on Tues-
day, December 8. 

According to Ken-
neth Kearns, CB 10 dis-
trict manager, progress 
is being made as of press 
time. 

A statement from the 
DOE said that additional 
resources are being al-
located to the Lehman 
campus. 

“The campus princi-
pals are working closely 
with FDNY and NYPD, 
and we are placing ad-
ditional support at the 
campus,” stated a DOE 
spokesman. 
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Lehman High School fi ghts 
disrupt Westchester Square

Concerns about the level of order at the Lehman Educational Campus near Westchester Square per-
sist. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Airbnb listing leads to wild house party
Crowd gathers in front of the 2437 Fenton Avenue.             Photo by Madeline Anthony
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The borough president 

amplifi ed his objections on 
a de Blasio administration 
zoning plan to signifi cantly 
alter building rules mainly 
along major transit lines. 

In a Monday, November 
30 letter to the City Plan-
ning Commission, Borough 
President Diaz elaborated 
on his objections and made 
specifi c recommendations 
regarding a raft of proposed 
changes to the citywide Zon-
ing Resolution text known 
as Zoning for Quality and 
Affordable and Mandatory 
Inclusionary Housing. 

Both mandates are cur-
rently being reviewed as 
part of the city’s Uniform 
Land Use Review Proce-
dure. 

Among the objections the 
borough president raised 
earlier at a Borough Board 
vote on Thursday, Novem-
ber 19 were that the commu-
nity boards were only given 
60 days to review what were 
hundreds of pages between 
both proposals, according 

to sources. 
The borough board re-

jected the plan with none 
in favor, 19 against, and one 
abstention. 

“Something as profound 
as the future of develop-
ment in our city cannot be 
rushed,” said Diaz. “When 
so many different communi-
ties have voiced objections 
to what Mayor de Blasio has 
proposed, those concerns 
must be taken seriously 
and given careful consider-
ation. As they stand today, 
these text amendments are 
unacceptable.”

Taken as a whole, the de 
Blasio proposals would re-
lax both parking and height 
requirements for new af-
fordable and senior housing 
buildings, mainly within a 
half mile of transit lines but 
sometimes elsewhere, ac-
cording to a Department of 
City Planning presentation 
and other sources. 

Diaz elaborated on objec-
tions and made recommen-
dations to Carl Weisbrod, 
the chair the CPC and the 

DCP commissioner. 
Among the recommen-

dations and objections he 
made included developing 
measures that would lead 
to more specifi c mixes of 
income levels for specifi c 
neighborhoods; allowing 
more fl exibility in the plan 
and a neighborhood by 
neighborhood approach; 

and giving more input on 
any zoning changes to the 
local councilman or coun-
cilwoman or the local rep-
resentative on the CPC. 

The borough president 
would also like to see some 
sort of community benefi ts 
agreement to help deter-
mine what kinds of jobs are 
created, and mitigations 

of any environmental and 
public health impacts of in-
creased construction. 

He also questioned 
whether increasing the 
Floor Area Ratio of build-
ings would decrease light 
and air space in buildings. 
He called for provisions for 
greenspace.  

William Rivera, Com-
munity Board 9 district 
manager, said that his 
board had so little time to 
review the plan that they 
initially voted yes before 
learning more about it and 
rescinding the original 
vote. 

“There is a lot of infor-
mation in a short period 
of time, there are concerns 
on both sides and we didn’t 
have time to dissect this 
and make a decision based 
on our community,” said Ri-
vera, who added the board 
is looking to work further 
with DCP and elected of-
fi cials to understand the 
impact of the plan, whether 
the City Council votes yes 
or no on it in a vote ex-

pected in 2016. 
Councilman James 

Vacca, whose district by 
and large rose up in oppo-
sition to two ULURPs when 
they were before commu-
nity boards 10 and 11, said 
that in its present form, he 
could not vote in favor of ei-
ther one when it comes be-
fore the City Council, likely 
in spring 2016. 

“I was one of those 
back in 2003 that started 
the fi ght to reduce density 
of developments, and we 
downzoned every part of 
my district from 2003 on, 
fi rst when I was at CB 10 
and when I came to the 
City Council we did CB 
11,” said Vacca. “I am not 
going to let those gains 
go out the window by a 
plan that makes buildings 
taller or denser or elimi-
nates parking require-
ments.”

The councilman added: 
“I think the downzonings 
could have gone further 
and I am not going to go in 
the other direction.” 

BP Diaz makes zoning recommendations

A Department of City Planning representative makes the case for 
support of the two ULURPs at a Community Board 10 meeting in 
October. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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1001 CITTY ISLLANDD AVEENUE | BBRROONNNXXX, NNYYY 110004466644 || TTEELLEEPPHHHOONNNEE:: 334477--668800--338865 | EMAAIL: SCCAVEELLOPP@AOOOL.COM

PRESENTS

SPECIAL GUEST DJ
CHRIS NAVATTA | NON-STOP ENTERTAINMENT

Give your valentine  
the gift of freestyle

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12 | STARTS 9PM
ENTRANCE $125 INDIVIDUAL

GROUPS OF 8 OR MORE DISCOUNTED RATES

FOUR COURSE SIT DOWN DINNER
UNLIMITED BEER AND HOUSE WINE

718-885-2570

PERFORMING LIVE

“It’s a ‘HIT.” No pun intended!” FOX TV

“It’s guaranteed to give you more laughs… 
This is actually funny!” DAILY NEWS

Forget a date, bring an alibi!

Friday, January 8th, 8pm
Interactive Comedy Murder Mystery Show 

with a 4-course Dinner, Unlimited Wine, 
Dancing and a Show!

$90 per ticket
To buy tickers, call 718-885-2570

or email scavellop@aol.com
*A small convenience fee will be charge to all tickets to cover  

the tax and service.
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A new restaurant opened in a 

historic Castle Hill location.
On Monday, December 7, Jim-

my’s Grand Cafe, held its grand 
opening and ribbon cutting cer-
emony, offi cially introducing the 
new eating establishment to the 
neighborhood.

The restaurant’s location, 1001 
Castle Hill Avenue, was purchased 
fi ve years ago by restaurant owner 
Jimmy Mitsios, who is also the 
owner of Shore Haven Diner on 622 
Castle Hill Avenue and formerly 
owned the recently closed Jim-
my’s Cafe Restaurant at 905 White 
Plains Road.

Following the purchase of the 
property, Mitsios transformed the 
then-vacant location to a vibrant 
eating emporium, bringing new 
life to the area.

“This is our way of giving back 
to the (Castle Hill) community - by 
providing them with this new eat-
ing establishment,” said Mitsios, 
who was met with an arousing 
round of applause from attendees 
when he was introduced at the 
grand opening. “I had a vision of 
turning this location into a nice lo-
cation that the residents can come 
to and enjoy - and now that vision 

has come to fruition.”
The restaurant itself, located 

just off of the Bruckner Express-
way, offers a lounge-type setting 
and a long, wide bar for its cus-
tomers, many of whom have an-
ticipated the opening of a location 
that had been previously vacant 
and unused for over ten years.

“I am so proud of what (Jimmy) 

has done with this establishment,” 
said Senator Ruben Diaz. “This 
place was abandoned for many 
years, and (Jimmy) did a great job 
of bringing a restaurant back to 
this location that was in need of a 
new beginning.”

“This restaurant will be an es-
sential part of the community be-
cause it will bring both jobs and 

businesses to the area,” said As-
semblyman Luis Sepulveda. “With 
that, the restaurant will also bring 
this neighborhood pride. I cer-
tainly wish (Jimmy) the best of 
luck in this new, beautifully struc-
tured location.”

“This neighborhood has a very 
special meaning to me,” said As-
semblyman Michael Benedetto, 

who was born and raised in Castle 
Hill and frequently went to the lo-
cation when it was known as ‘Joe 
& Joe’, an Italian-style pub and res-
taurant. “When a building is va-
cant, it says something about the 
neighborhood, and I am so thank-
ful that (Jimmy) transformed this 
location into what it is today - and 
the restaurant looks magnifi cent.”

“We are very excited about our 
new home,” said restaurant part-
ner Abbe Katechis. “Jimmy (Mit-
sios) and I have serviced the Bronx 
with various establishments for 
over 20 years, and I look forward 
to helping him continue this trend 
in a new, exciting location.”

Jimmy’s Grand Cafe was the 
previous location of Bailer Fam-
ily Hotel and Restaurant, which 
operated from 1854 to 1940, when 
Giuseppe Perrotta and Giuseppe 
Bevilacqua purchased Bailer’s 
and transformed the location into 
what would become Joe & Joe.

Joe & Joe was taken over by 
Tony Perrotta and Tony Longo-
bardo in 1960 and operated until 
2004, when it offi cially closed its 
doors. 

The building remained vacant 
until 2013, when it was demol-
ished.

Jimmy’s Grand Cafe in Castle Hill opens

(l-r) Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, Assemblyman Marcos Crespo, restaurant partner Wendoli Rosario, Assemblyman 
Luis Sepulveda, restaurant partner Abbe Katechis and Senator Ruben Diaz. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Like many Bronxites, artist 

Barry Dia enjoys his daily walks 
through Pelham Bay Park. 

Each time he walked between 
the rotary to Orchard Beach and 
the Split Rock Golf Course on the 
beautiful stretch he dubbed the 
“Bronx sunrise run” he noticed 
one particular stump that always 
seemed to him to be a prime piece 
of art media for a painting. 

On October 27, he fi nally de-
cided to turn that stump into the 
painting he had always envisioned 
spending about fi ve hours creat-
ing a sunrise on the stump out of 
yellow, green, and blue paints.  

Feeling accomplished and 
like he had added some beauty to 
the trail, Dia left titling the piece 
“Bronx Sunrise” for all to enjoy.

 Dia returned a week later on 
November 6 to check out his beau-
tifi ed stump-turned-painting - 
only to fi nd that his creation had 
been removed.  

The stump had been freshly cut 
and sawdust surrounded the area.

“At fi rst I thought wow that’s re-
ally cool...someone stole my paint-
ing, they must have really liked 
it,” said Barry, “And it was large, 

at least 25 inches in diameter and 
several inches thick, so I gave 
whoever took it some credit.” 

On the hunt for his piece, and 
curious as to what had happened, 
Dia contacted the administrator 
of Pelham Bay Park, Marianne 
Anderson. 

It turned out the park had re-
moved the painting after all, be-
cause they didn’t want to encour-
age others to paint on the tree 
stumps.

“The park loved it, but I didn’t 
get permission so I wouldn’t want 
others to create something for 
fear of it getting chainsawed,” 
said Dia. 

However, the artist feels that 
if the park were to allow local 
artists to create murals on tree 
stumps along the trail it would 
encourage people to walk along 
the paths and enjoy the beautiful 
park. 

“It’s defi nitely something to 
think about, but at least ‘Bronx 
Sunrise’ had a cool adventure,” 
said Dia.

Two of Dia’s pieces from his se-
ries the ‘Near Side of Far’ are be-
ing displayed at Clover’s Fine Art 
Gallery in Brooklyn. 

Artist ‘stumped’ by vanishing park art piece 

‘Bronx Sunrise’ painting in the woods of Pelham Bay Park, before it was chainsawed from the stump. 
 Photo Courtesy of Barry Dia
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An emerging Bronx manu-

script writer and filmmaker 
is working on a new project 
thanks to a grant from a local 
arts organization.

Nahshon Ratcliff, a 
38-year-old Bronx resident, 
is currently shooting a short 
film, titled ‘Shooting Range’, 
after he was awarded a grant 
from the Bronx Council on 
the Arts.

Ratcliff was born in Al-
tadena, CA, and graduated 
from John Muir High School 
in Pasadena. 

After graduating high 
school, Ratcliff attended 
California State University 
in Los Angeles for two se-
mesters with movie stars Ja-
leel White, who played Steve 
Urkel on Family Matters and 
Lark Voorhies, who played 
Lisa Turtle on Saved by the 
Bell.

On a summer night in 1997, 
Nahshon saw his life flash be-
fore his eyes when he was the 
victim of a violent assault, 
after picking up a stranger, 
Ricky Marshall, on Santa 
Monica Boulevard while trav-

eling from Long Beach to Hol-
lywood.

After returning to the car 
from buying beer at a local 
7-11, Marshall allegedly be-
gan punching Ratcliff in the 
head and attempted to hand-
cuff him, before shoving a .38 
Special revolver in Ratcliff’s 
mouth.

After moving the gun from 
his mouth, Ratcliff tussled 
with Marshall to try to take 
the weapon from him, or at 
least empty the gun clip, he 
recalled. 

In the process, Ratcliff suf-
fered a gunshot wound to the 
arm while Marshall was shot 
in the leg. 

According to Ratcliff, Mar-
shall’s assault on him was a 
result of his sexual orienta-
tion, even though Ratcliff, 
who identifies mostly as a 
male but also as a female, had 
informed Marshall that he 
was gay at the beginning of 
their encounter that night.

Soon after, Marshall, who 
was found not guilty in the 
Ratcliff assault, was jailed for 
raping a 14-year-old girl. 

The experience took its toll 

on Nahshon - as he was diag-
nosed with Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder after the in-
cident. 

To escape his struggles 
with depression, Ratcliff en-
tered street prostitution for 
ten years, before moving to 
New York City in 2012, and 
eventually the Bronx in 2013, 
where he hoped for a new 

start as a filmmaker.
Before moving to NYC, Rat-

cliff began writing the manu-
script of ‘Shooting Range’, 
which reflects on his life-al-
tering experience as well as 
being a victim of hate crimes 
and other incidents that oc-
curred in his life as a result 
of his sexual orientation and 
him being transgender. 

The title ‘Shooting Range’ 
originated from when Mar-
shall had the gun in Ratc-
liff’s mouth and asked him if 
he had ever been to a shoot-
ing range. 

Nahshon’s goal was to, 
one day, transform the manu-
script into a short film.

In 2014, Ratcliff’s luck be-
gan to change for the better, 
when he received the $3,000 
Bronx Council on the Arts 
grant for his short film, which 
he hopes to have released by 
next fall.

“This is a very exciting 
project - a project that will 
tell a great story,” said El-
len Pollan, Bronx Council 
on the Arts’ deputy director. 
“Nahshon is an articulate, 
passionate individual and a 

great writer who has a story 
that people will want to hear, 
especially if they’ve been 
through similar experiences 
to his and have felt misunder-
stood. Nahshon is just one of 
many artists that this orga-
nization helps and supports - 
and we are very proud of that 
process.”

“My previous experience 
(being assaulted) was fright-
ening and troubling at the 
time - but in the long run it 
made me a smarter person 
and taught me many life les-
sons,” said Nahshon, who 
read an excerpt of ‘Shooting 
Range’ at the Bronx Literary 
Festival last May as well as 
at the Bronx Academy of the 
Arts and Dance. 

“Most of all, it made me a 
more determined and moti-
vated individual, and after 
accomplishing my lifelong 
dream of moving back to New 
York, I must say that I could 
have never imagined the 
amount of support I would 
have received from the com-
munity, and I thank them 
for helping me share my life 
story”.

Organization funds Bronx fi lmmaker’s dream

Ratcliff speaks at the Bronx Literary 
Festival last May. 
 Photo courtesy of Marcia Wilson of 
WideVision Photography

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
The Bronx Documentary Center 

hosted documentary photographer 
Ken Light on Thursday, December 3,  
as he presented and then signed cop-
ies of his most recent book “What’s 
Going On: America 1969-1974”.

 The book documents America dur-
ing what Light called “an era of dis-
ruption”. 

In addition to the borough being 
featured in his book, Light decided 
to work with BDC because of his heri-
tage. 

“The intrigue was there to go back 
to the Bronx where my people are 
from” he said, after reminiscing about 
his early life on Gerard Avenue. 

He admires the work of the BDC, as 
he feels the arts are very important 
in terms of bringing communities 
together and lifting them out of pov-
erty. 

“What’s Going On” includes photo-
graphs taken at DeWitt Clinton High 
School in 1972, when it was an all male 
school of over 4,000 students. 

Because his father had attended De-
Witt Clinton, Light wanted to see what 
it was like, and document it. 

What he found was a hostile envi-
ronment featuring barred windows 

and armed guards on patrol. “It was 
like rehearsal for these kids to go into 
prison,” he said. 

However Clinton was just one stop 
on the photographers’ journey across 
the United States.  

“I wanted to capture the political 
unrest.. and put a face on America as I 
saw it,” said Light.  

As a young anti-war organizer in 
1970, he attended a protest against the 

Cambodian invasion during the Viet-
nam war. 

Light took the photos because he 
was there, without knowing that just 
a few days later the shooting at Kent 
State would rock an already tumultu-
ous nation. 

Light’s photos were soon published 
by major news outlets, and his eyes 
were opened to the power of photogra-
phy.  

“Photography is a powerful way to 
create a record, it’s like saying ‘hey 
this happened.. here’s the proof’ ”. 

Light related the events of the past, 
documented in his book, to the land-
scape of America today. 

“With all these things happening 
now, I’m very curious for people to 
step back and really see the change 
in America. It was a different type of 
involvement. You would go to a dem-
onstration and everyone would be fo-
cused on what was happening. Now if 
you go, everyone is on their phones... 
have we really improved?”

This is Ken Light’s 9th published 
book focusing on social justice issues. 

His other subjects have included in-
mates at Texas death row, southerners 
living in rural poverty,  and Mexican 
immigrants working on farms after 
illegally entering the country. 

“Most of the things and people I 
photograph are not often reported on, 
most of these people have no voice and 
through photography they are finally 
being seen,” said Light.  

He is currently a professor of photo-
journalism at the Berkeley Graduate 
School of Journalism. 

His book is available for purchase 
online at www.kenlight.com

Bronx born photographer captures ‘political unrest’

DeWitt Clinton High School, Bronx, NY 1972 ©Ken Light ©Ken Light
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Residents on City Island 

are concerned about the 
possible sale of a yacht club 
that has been an institution 
for decades. 

The Stuyvesant Yacht 
Club may soon be leased, 
and perhaps ultimately 
sold, to the Parks Depart-
ment, according to multiple 
sources. 

The club has been at its 
current location at the east-
ern end of Centre Street for 
90 years.

The Stuyvesant now has 
only about eight members 
and is currently in discus-
sions with Parks, said John 
Doyle, the organization’s 
corresponding secretary. 

Doyle added that CICA 
has reached out to Parks, 
ultimately fi ling a Freedom 
of Information Law request 
for documents and corre-
spondence.  

“At the end of the day, 
(the Stuyvesant) is an insti-
tution that has to meet its 
fi nancial obligations,”said 
Doyle, who added “The 
Parks Department is an 
agency we expect more 
transparency out of.”  

According to a recent let-
ter to Commissioner Mitch-
ell Silver, the CICA said 
that Parks should engage 

the community in the plan-
ning process if they take an 
interest in the boat club. 

Among the concerns 
they would like Parks to ad-
dress, according to the let-
ter, are: 

• The need for onsite 
parking 

• Concerns that a full-
time concessionaire might 
compete with local busi-
nesses and bring much traf-
fi c onto Centre Street or 
nearby blocks. 

• Concerns about recre-
ational nightlife, similar 
to that of Parks’s Dyckman 
Marina in Manhattan 

Parks could enter into 
a short-term lease, but if it 
were to purchase the club 
and turn it into one of their 
facilities, it would eventu-
ally trigger a Uniform Land 
Use Review Process, said 
Barbara Dolesnek, CICA 
vice president. 

Greg Clancy, a Centre 
Street resident, said that 
he is concerned that a use 
other than a club for about 
100 boaters might change 
the nature of his block. 

While he is neutral about 
Parks operating a marina at 
the site, he is not yet confi -
dent that the agency will do 
so with appropriate controls 
that will not change its use. 

A Parks Department 
spokesman stated that 
Stuyvesant members in-
vited Parks to discuss the 
possibility of the agency 
acquiring the property and 
operating it as a public ma-
rina. 

“Though no plan of ac-
tion is set, we made clear 
that we were being respon-
sive to the club’s interest 
in staying viable, and we 
do believe that the marina 
could serve very well as a 
public amenity,” the Parks 
spokesman stated. 

Parks has received a 
FOIL request and is prepar-
ing documents for the CICA, 
stated Parks. 

The CICA was also 
present at two meetings 
that were held on the is-
sue, according to multiple 
sources. 

Simone Lageoles, SYC 
vice president, stated in an 
email that the Parks De-
partment is indeed inter-
ested. 

“The club property 
would continue with the 
same use it has enjoyed at 
this location for the past 
90 years,” she stated, add-
ing “We would continue to 
be good, respectful neigh-
bors for hopefully the next 
ninety years.”

Parks eyes take over 
of City Island marina

The Stuyvesant Yacht Club is situated on the eastern end of Centre Street. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The Bronx is leading the 

way for all to enjoy this holi-
day season.

Many merchant groups 
have partnered with Hunts 
Point-based New York 
Christmas Lights Corp.’s 
JS Cappelli Erectors Corp. 
to brighten up the holiday 
season.

Spanning East Trem-
ont Avenue from LaSalle 
Avenue to Miles Avenue, 
Throggs Necks’ 50 strands 
of holiday lights and six pole 
decorations were funded 
by local merchants and in-
stalled by Cappelli. 

Three are double strands 
and one is a “Seasons Greet-
ings” sign located at Lafay-
ette and East Tremont av-
enues, according to John 
Cerini, Throggs Neck Mer-
chants Association trea-
surer.   

“These lights symbol-
ize a corridor that wants to 
bring happiness in the com-
munity and show people 
we are a community where 
people can come down to 
celebrate the holidays to-
gether,” said Stephen Kauf-
man, TNMA president.

Irene Guanill, Pelham 
Bay Merchants Associa-
tion president, said Pel-
ham Bay’s holiday lights 
brighten up Middletown 
Road, Westchester, Buhre 
and Crosby avenues were 
made possible through gen-
erous donations contributed 
by Meet the Sellers Realty, 
Cafe Azzuri, Ace Cleaners, 
Santino Hair Salon, Gior-
dano Funeral Home, Le-
high Wines and Liquors, 
Crosby Pizza, Tri-State In-
teriors, Pruzzo’s, Chirping 
Chicken, Buhre Mini Mart 
and Deli, Buhre Laundro-
mat, Two Brothers Pizza, 
Top Tortilla, Vito Suits, Pil-
grim Pharmacy, Jimmy Ry-
ans, Men at Work, Eye Care 
Unlimited, Vivienne’s Bar 
and Honey Thai Pavilion.

She added Kids Kuts, 
Fancy Feet, Shamrock, 
Azby Insurance, Excel Mar-
tial Arts, Capital One Bank, 
Ridgewood Savings Bank 
and Teddy Bear Day Car 
are expected to donate to 
this annual tradition also.

Tony Signorile, Mor-
ris Park Community Asso-

ciation president, said he 
is looking for a “miracle 
on Morris Park Avenue” 
to keep the holiday lights 
burning bright.   

“This a tradition that 
has been going for many 
years and not only does the 
community enjoy them, but 
so do the merchants,” said 
Signorile. “However, times 
are getting tough and the 
merchants and community 
must realize it costs a lot to 
keep this tradition going. 
As a non-profi t, we don’t 
have money to pay for this 
and we rely on merchants 
donating to this cause to 
keep it going.”

He added merchants 
can still donate checks or 
money orders made out to 
Morris Park Community 
Association for the holiday 
lights.

Signorile said signs ex-
pressing “Seasons Greet-
ings” in red, white and 
green lights can be found 
decorating Pelham Park-
way and Williamsbridge 
Road, Williamsbridge Road 
and Morris Park Avenue, 
White Plains Road and 
Morris Park Avenue and 
Bronxdale and Morris Park 
avenues. They were all in-
stalled by Cappelli. 

Westchester Square’s 
streets are decked out with 
new festive lights and signs 
welcoming all into the bor-
ough’s ever-growing busi-
ness district.

This year’s lights adorn-
ing the Square are brand 
new LED white light 
sprands complete with 
glowing red bells and rib-
bons to ring in the holiday 

season. 
In addition to these lights, 

lit red and white ‘Welcome 
to the Square’ signs are sta-
tioned at East Tremont Av-
enue and Westchester Av-
enue, Westchester Avenue 
and Lane Avenue and East 
Tremont Avenue and Mont-
gomery Place entrances. A 
Seasons Greetings sign is 
located in the center of the 
business district.

“The message behind 
these lights and signs is 
we want everyone to know 
that Westchester Square 
wants to wish everyone a 
happy holiday season and 
our neighborhood wants 
to celebrate it with them, 
too,” said Lisa Sorin, 
Westchester Square Busi-
ness Improvement District 
executive director. “These 
lights are our ‘holiday 
cards’ to the community 
and visitors to Westchester 
Square.”

For the third year in a 
row, WSBID has collabo-
rated with Capelli to install 
these lights as well as their 
21-foot tall Christmas Tree 
in the Square’s center.

Sorin thanked the WS-
BID’s board of directors 
especially WSBID chair-
man John Bonizio and 
the executive board, the 
Westchester Square Mer-
chants Association, the 
BID’s partnership with 
Westchester Square-Zerega 
Avenue Improvement Or-
ganization and NYC Parks 
Owen Dolen Park and all 
local merchants and prop-
erty owners for their help 
keeping this holiday tradi-
tion shining bright.

Holiday lights make
the Bronx shine

Throggs Neck is looking festive this holiday season thanks to the 
Throggs Neck Merchant Association’s Christmas lights. 
 Community News Group / Robert Wirsing



B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
   

D
e

c
e

m
b

e
r

 1
3

, 2
0

1
5

   
  1

2
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A 10-ton food dona-

tion to three borough 
charities serving needy 
people was made by a lo-
cal high school in a show 
of holiday generosity. 

Fordham Prep’s Stu-
dent Ministry program, 
with help from the en-
tire school community, 
donated roughly 20,000 
pounds of canned food 
to Part of the Solution 
in Fordham, Concourse 
House on the Grand Con-
course, Mercy Center in 
Mott Haven just in time 
for Thanksgiving. 

Students collected 
food in their homerooms 
for the entire month of 
November, which the 
school recognizes as 
its Hunger Awareness 
Month, said Michael 
Kravatz, director of stu-
dent ministry. 

In total, more than 
31,000 cans were col-
lected for distribution 
to the three charities. 
Some of the school’s stu-

dents also do volunteer 
work at these centers as 
part of their mandatory 
service commitment. 

Two students from 
Morris Park, seniors 
James Carrion and An-
thony DellaCamera, 
were on the ministry 
leadership team that 
conducted the drive. 

Carrion said that go-
ing to POTS and meeting 
some of the people there 
motivated him in work-
ing on the drive. 

“I got the opportunity 
to go to this great school 
and I feel like this is also 
my opportunity to give 
back,” said Carrion. 
“When I went to the 
POTS center and I meet 
the people there, I could 
see the gratitude on their 
faces, and how much it 
meant that we were do-
ing this for them.” 

He said that he knew 
that it would feed people 
who otherwise might not 
have enough to eat dur-
ing the season. 

DellaCamera said 
that he had donated 
cans to the drive in his 
first three years at the 
school, and that indi-
rect participating in the 
drive made him want to 
help coordinate and help 
run it in his senior year. 

“It helped me realize 
that it not only benefits 
ourselves in terms of 
the good feeling we get 
in collecting it, but also 
helps people who get the 
food,” he said, adding 
that he had volunteered 
at POTS’ soup kitchen 
and food pantry. 

As part of the food 
drive, said Carrion, 
some homeroom teach-
ers held competitions to 
see who could collect the 
most cans, with thou-
sands of cans amassed 
by the winning home-
room. 

After the dive was 
completed, students 
loaded the food into 
school buses that are 
used to transport stu-

dent athletes to and from 
sporting events and 
drove them to the three 
social service centers, 
said DellaCamera. 

Kravatz said he be-
lieves that the young 
men take away a sense of 
service from the project. 

“It is an opportunity 
for their faith to be put 
into action,” he said. 
“It is an opportunity 
for them to get outside  
the campus to meet our 
neighbors in the Bronx 
and to encounter some 
organizations that do 
great work in the com-
munity.”

According to a school 
spokeswoman, Fordham 
Prep received an anon-
ymous donation of up 
to $60,000, based on the 
amount of food it col-
lected. 

That donation will be 
used to provide scholar-
ships and financial aid to 
students from the same 
communities where the 
food was delivered. 

Fordham Prep distributes 10 tons of food 

James Carrion (l) and Anthony DellaCamera, both of Morris Park, 
stand with some of the ten tons of food donated to three borough 
organizations. Photo courtesy of Fordham Prep

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Maeve Ryan has always been a philanthro-

pist. She’s also an athlete, a dancer, and...a 
fourth grader. 

This youngster is responsible for bringing 
the charitable project Operation Christmas 
Child to her Country Club elementary school.

Operation Christmas Child provides gifts 
to needy children all over the world as a ven-
ture of humanitarian aid organization Samar-
itan’s Purse. 

The idea is to fi ll a shoe box with anything 
that will fi t inside it that a child may need 
or enjoy - for example small toys,  toiletries,  
school supplies, or books. 

Eight-year old Maeve has partaken in this 
charity her entire life thanks to her family’s 
tradition of helping those less fortunate, but 
it was her idea to expand the project to her 
school, Villa Maria Academy.

Marianne Ryan, Maeve’s mother said that 
her daughter was in kindergarten packing a 
shoebox around the holidays, when she asked 
her mother “Why can’t we do this at school?” 

Shortly after, Ryan approached the princi-
pal of Villa Maria, Sister Teresa Barton, with 
the proposition. “She offered to do it one time 
as a trial to see how it went…and obviously it 
went pretty well,” said Ryan.

Four years later, the event has become a 
tremendous success. 

In the event’s fi rst year, 125 goodie-fi lled- 

boxes were shipped off to children between 
the ages of 2 to 14 around the globe. This past 
November, Maeve’s annual drive donated 480 
boxes. 

The shoe-box packing event itself takes 

place at Villa Maria in November of each 
year. Two large long tables are lined with 
children preparing shoe-boxes to send to kids 
who might otherwise have nothing to open on 
Christmas. 

Parents donate small items and the kids of-
ten make cards in class to send along inside 
their boxes with drawings of their palms and a 
note saying, “If you put your hand on my hand 
we’re holding hands.”  Ryan describes the 
event as “absoulte chaos and so much fun”.

The project moves up each year with 
Maeve’s class. 

Family, friends and neighbors also donate 
to the cause with boxes and donations which 
Maeve assists with by providing boxes and 
collecting them for delivery at her “Operation 
Christmas Child Headquarters” also known 
as the Ryan household. 

Maeve has brought the tradition to her  
Junior Girl Scout troop, as well as to Jeanne 
Jugan nursing home - It’s defi nitely a group 
effort. 

“We have families that deliver 15 to 20 
boxes each year... we have families that collect 
stuff to give away all year. Its such an incred-
ible tradition,” said Ryan. 

Maeve has become so involved with the 
organization that she even went to its distri-
bution center in Charlotte, NC where she and 
her family helped to check and make sure the 
boxes had enough inside of them and that the 

toys and gifts were appropriate. 
For example, since so many of the receipi-

ants are children in war-torn countries, no 
war-related toys are allowed to be packed.  

Many of the boxes sent to OCC come from 
poor areas. 

“Some boxes only had a few things inside 
such as half a coloring book because the fam-
ily split it” said Ryan.  The year after Hurri-
cane Sandy hit the East coast, nearly 60,000 
full boxes were donated to OCC by areas most 
effected by the storm. 

These boxes were then sent by special air-
lift directly to the young boys and girls who 
were impacted by Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines.  Then-fi rst- grader Maeve was in-
vited to the JFK airlift where she met Frank-
lin Graham, founder of Operation Christmas 
Child. 

     How can you send a shoe-box to a child 
in need?  

     Although the collection week is usually 
the third week of November, people who want 
to get involved can pack a shoe-box online to 
send to a child anytime throughout the year. 

     It’s also never too early to start collecting 
gifts  for next year’s Christmas season.  

     As for Maeve’s drive, it only seems to be 
getting bigger and better. 

   “We’d like to go to little churches within 
Throggs Neck and ask them if they’d like to 
get involved,” said Ryan.

4th grader’s charity drive delivers goodies

Eight-year old Maeve Ryan standing with 480 
boxes of goodies which will be given to needy 
children this holiday season 
 Photo Courtesy of Marianne Ryan
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In keeping with tradition, Westchester Square became a Winter 
Wonderland last week to welcome the upcoming holiday season.  
The Westchester Square Business Improvement District and Coun-
cilman James Vacca hosted their 3rd Annual Westchester Square 
Holiday Celebration on Friday, December 4 at Owen Dolen Park 
which featured a Christmas tree lighting ceremony and a surprise 
visit by Santa Claus and his two reindeers, Spanky and Skeeter.  
Jolly Old Saint Nick was on site to distribute toys to all of the good 
boys and girls.  Adding to the merriment were the Yuletide Carol-
ers who gave a rousing performance of classic Christmas carols as 
eager guests sang together well into the night.

(Top) The Yuletide Singers Katie Zaffroni and Dan Hoy sing 
Christmas carols as Santa, 45th Precinct Captain Danielle Raia 
(right) and many neighborhood children join in the merriment. 
 Photo by Laura Stone(

(2nd photo from top) (l-r) Sandi Lusk, Westchester Square Zere-
ga Improvement Organization director; Michael Rivadeneyra, 
Councilman Vacca’s chief of staff; Tom Messina, represent-
ing Congressman Crowley; John Bonizio, Westchester Square 
Business Improvement District chairman; Santa Claus; Assem-
blyman Mark Gjonaj; Captain Raia; Cathy Mitchell, Owen Dolan 
Recreation Center director; Owen Dolan Recreation Center 
members and Santa’s helpers stand in front of the lit Christmas 
tree. 
Ikenna Taylor enjoys a chocolate penguin lollipop he received 
from Santa. Photo by Laura Stone

(Below) Spanky, one of Santa’s reindeers, is ready for his close-
up. Photo by Laura Stone

Dominick Delpriore was excited to meet Santa and his elves, Sasha 
Ortiz and Krystal Ortiz last Friday at Westchester Square. 
 Photo by Laura Stone
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the Bogart house.
Upon arrival, offi cers 

observed an unconscious 
and unresponsive Ratti-
gan.

EMS responded to the 
scene, however it was too 
late as Rattigan was pro-
nounced deceased.

No arrests were made, 
but police identifi ed Rat-
tigan’s ex-boyfriend Lowe 
as a suspect.

According to neigh-
bors, the couple’s six-year 
old son and Rattigan’s 20-
year old cousin were in-
side another room when 
Rattigan was executed. 

Neither was harmed or 
witnessed the shooting.

Lowe was wanted by 
police in connection with 
Rattigan’s murder and 
was last seen fl eeing the 
crime scene in a gray min-
ivan displaying New York 
license plate EXT3422.

Neighbors were 
shocked to awaken last 
Tuesday morning to po-
lice, medical examiners 

and crime scene tape out-
side of Rattigan’s resi-
dence.

“Just hearing about 
this happening was nau-
seating,” said one neigh-
bor who wished to remain 
anonymous. “Because 
this happened so late into 

the night, hardly anyone 
heard the shot.”

Local residents said 
Lowe and Rattigan moved 
onto the block in June 
2015 where they mostly 
“kept to themselves.”

Lowe was usually seen 
by neighbors standing 
outside smoking cigars. 
He gave off a “creepy 
vibe” they said.

According to resi-
dents, Rattigan told her 
neighbors that Lowe was 
beating her and she had 
called the police to report 
the abuse. 

Police confi rmed they  
had responded to a prior 
domestic complaint, but 
no charges were ever fi led 
against Rattigan or Lowe. 

Kay Cardona, a Morris 
Park community activist, 
knew Rattigan who was 
employed as a nurse at a 
local nursing facility and 
described her as “always 
happy and was great with 
helping her patients.”

“Shoshane was a tiny, 
little woman with a big 

heart and she was always 
willing to help,” said Car-
dona. “In a way, I feel re-
lieved that a week after 
Lowe committed this hor-
rible crime the search for 
him is fi nally over, but I 
worry for their son who 
was left orphaned by this 
incident.”

Joseph Thompson, 
49th Precinct Community 

Council president, said 
anyone experiencing do-
mestic violence can go to 
their local precinct and 
ask for the Domestic Vio-
lence Unit for help. 

Domestic violence vic-
tims can also contact Safe 
Horizon’s free anony-
mous domestic violence 
and abuse hotline at (800) 
621-4673.

Shoshane Rattigan’s ex-boy-
friend, Tyrone Lowe was want-
ed by police in connection with 
her murder last Tuesday. 
 Photo courtesy of DCPI

A patrol car was stationed outside Rattigan’s residence following 
her Tuesday, December 1’s early morning homicide. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

Man wanted in MP murder found dead
from Page 1

BY ROBERT WIRSING
One of the oldest community 

service agencies in our borough 
will continue its mission serving 
at-risk youth.

On Tuesday, November 10, Dr. 
Pepper Snapple awarded South-
east Bronx Neighborhood Cen-
ters, Inc. a ‘Let’s Play’ equipment 
donation valued at over $12,500 as 
part of its partnership with Good 
Sports which donates brand new 
sports equipment to organiza-
tions serving low-income youth 
across the country.

This grant will provide SEBNC 
with youth and adult reversible 
practice jerseys, basketballs, 
running shoes, stopwatches and 
volleyballs.

This equipment donation al-
lows this organization to expand 
their programming and reach 
more at-risk children.

As a non-profi t, donations are 
vital to the success of SEBNC pro-
grams due to the impoverished 
New York areas they serve free 
of charge.

Founded in 1929, SEBNC is 
one of the oldest community ser-
vice agencies in the south Bronx 
serving over 6,000 people a year.

Located in the Forest Houses 
at 955 Tinton Avenue, SBENC 
provides early childhood and 
adult services with an emphasis 
on youth programs.

Some of these programs in-
clude family child care and 
child care day care centers, af-
ter school programs, an evening 
youth activity center, vocational 

programs, summer camp, home 
attendant service, day habitation 
recreation and day treatment 
programs for the mentally chal-
lenged and developmentally dis-
abled.

A community partnership led 
by Dr. Pepper Snapple, Let’s Play 
was launched in 2011 to nation-
ally motivate children and their 

families to become more active.
“We are pleased to support 

Southeast Bronx Neighborhood 
Centers, Inc. with this grant 
from Let’s Play, part of our over-
all commitment to bringing play 
to life and ensuring that kids are 
able to make play a daily prior-
ity,” said Vicki Draughn, Dr. Pep-
per Snapple Corporate Affairs 
vice president. “We hope that it 
will make a big difference to kids 
in the community and give them 
the equipment and gear they 
need to get in the game and get 
active.”

The Let’s Play initiative is 
designed to engage community 
organizations through leaders, 
elected offi cials and DPS em-
ployees helping promote active 
play by building and improving 
play spaces as well as providing 
grants for athletic equipment and 
gear.

Through DPS’s partnership 
with Goods Sports, an organiza-
tion providing donations of ath-
letic gear, footwear and sports 
equipment to in-need organiza-
tions and communities, Let’s 
Play has committed $3 million 
through 2016 to aid children’s 

physical activity through or-
ganized sports and fi tness pro-
grams, said Draughn.

“Our partnership with Dr. 
Pepper Snapple Group and Let’s 
Play will enable Good Sports to 
provide even more equipment 
to deserving youth across the 
country,” said Melissa Harper, 
Good Sports CEO. “Together, we 
are thrilled to support Southeast 
Bronx Neighborhood Centers, 
Inc. by providing the tools and 
resources they need to keep chil-
dren active, healthy and happy.”

“Southeast Bronx Neighbor-
hood Centers, Inc. is one of the few 
youth-based non-profi ts serving 
the needs of the local youth and 
any investment, capital or other-
wise, is very much welcomed in 
continuing their service,” said 
John Dudley, Community Board 
3 district manager. 

Dudley said CB 3 will look 
into asking Dr. Pepper Snapple to 
consider donating to other local 
youth organizations such as Cla-
remont Neighborhood Centers, 
the Renaissance Youth Center, 
Madison Square Boys and Girls 
Club and Future Star Produc-
tions.

Southeast Bronx ctr. awarded donation

SEBNC Little Warriors and SEBNC Squad strike a pose inside of SEBNC’s gymna-
sium. Photo courtesy of Southeast Bronx Neighborhood Centers, Inc.
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Pawn Your Jewelry
Need instant cash but don’t want to sell it? Th en PAWN IT!

Get Instant CASH NOW, then you can Re-buy it!
It’s a great option when you need CASH NOW!

Jewelry Sales

718.931.1932
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