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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Chaos reigned at the Le-

hman Educational Campus 
during a week-long spree of 
fi ghts and false fi re alarms. 

Merchants, represented 
by the Westchester Square 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict, and Councilman James 
Vacca met with four of six 
principals from the high 
school campus in Vacca’s of-
fi ce on Thursday, December 
3 to discuss the week’s may-
hem. 

The alarms caused an im-
mediate dismissal that sent 
thousands of students into 
the street from Monday, No-
vember 30 to December 3. 

Most never returned to 
school, and those who did 
faced hour long waits at 
metal detectors, which they 
have to pass through to reen-

ter the school, according to 
sources. 

A police source stated 
that the fi re alarms had been 
pulled twice in the preceding 
week also.  

“We have kids pulling fi re 
alarms and it has become 
contagious,” said the coun-
cilman, adding that based 
on his conversations with po-
lice, he believes that students 
having access to cell phones, 
per recent city Department 
of Education policy, may be 
contributing to the coordina-
tion of false alarms and the 
planning of fi ghts outside the 
school. 

“The merchants have told 
me that this is really an un-
tenable situation,” added 
Vacca. 

Once in the streets, sev-
eral students engaged in 

brawls, which this school 
year have become more com-
mon in the Square, said WS-
BID offi cials, with several 
businesses having to shut 
their doors at various times.

“The students are over-
taking the streets, blocking 
traffi c, fi ghting and terroriz-
ing pedestrians,” read a BID 
statement. “On Thursday 
(December 3), a student was 
arrested outside the school 
with a fi rearm.” 

According to the WSBID, 
several businesses have al-
ready indicated that if this 
continues they will have to 
close their doors. 

The BID is calling on its 
elected offi cials to step up 
and take a leadership role in 
calming the violence and dis-
order at the school and in the 

Westchester Square Business Improvement District turned the 
popular shopping area into a Winter Wonderland on Friday, De-
cember 3. The annual holiday tradition featured a Christmas tree 
lighting ceremony, Christmas carols, a surprise visit from Santa 
and even a reindeer. See photos on page 40.        Photo by Laura Stone

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Looks like the party’s over 

at the Animal House. 
At least 30 people gathered 

in front of 2437 Fenton Avenue, 
a quiet, non-assuming house in 
Pelham Gardens. 

It’s 11 a.m. on a Monday and 
the crowd is fi erce.  There are 
children, older women, middle 
aged men, and young people 
alike.  

As they await the arrival of 
Senator Jeff Klein, the signs 
they hold tell the story:  “Airbnb 
is bad for NYC”, “ I don’t want 
to live in a hotel” , “STOP ille-
gal hotels now”, “Your business 
is a parisite in my neighbor-

hood”, and so on.  
One sign read “sharing 

economy” with the word “shar-
ing” crossed out and replaced 
with “selfi sh”.

For $750 a night, the prop-
erty rented out as ‘Fenton 
Lounge’, a nightclub where loud 
music played until after 5 a.m., 
strippers graced the specially 
installed pole in the backyard, 
jello shots were sold, and noise 
complaints from neighbors 
were largely ignored. 

Sites like Airbnb where the 
owner of the residence - turned 
- nightclub, Nebi Ayele, has 
posted advertisements, have 
assisted in making this pos-

sible.
If Ayle was renting the res-

idence his actions would be il-
legal, but under current legis-
lation he is breaking no laws 
by renting the place out on a 
nightly basis.

Klein held a press confer-
ence in partnership with As-
semblyman Mark Gjonaj, in 
front of the house in response 
to the public outrage. 

As he stood in front of his 
“Protecting Our Community” 
sign, the senator  addressed the 
cheering crowd with vows to 
protect the residents calm and 
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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OUR LADY OF HOPE CREMATION GARDEN 
NOW OPEN AT ST. RAYMOND’S CEMETERY

Selection and Purchase Available
Please contact Marlene at the Cemetery office at 718-792-2080 for more information

LIKE us on Facebook; www.facebook.com/StRaysCem.Main    or follow us on Twitter@StRaysCem

Cremation is permitted by the Catholic Church and 
Catholics are reminded that the cremains (ashes) are to 
be treated with respect and dignity. Cremains should be 
buried immediately after a Funeral Mass and cremains 
should never be displayed or stored in an urn at home or 
sprinkled over land or water. Just as a body is reverently 
buried after a Funeral Mass so, too, should cremains be 
buried reverently with prayer and holy water. 

Our Lady of Hope Cremation Garden will be a proper 
resting place for your loved ones in our well-cared for 
and well-maintained mausoleum area. Families for 
financial reasons may select a niche in the new garden 
with a religious burial service celebrated there.

La cremación es permitida por la Iglesia Católica y
católicos son recordados que las cenizas deben de ser
tratadas con respeto y dignidad. Las cenizas debe ser
enterradas inmediatamente después de una Misa
Fúnebrey. Las cenizas nunca deban ser exhibidas o
almacenadas en una urna en casa, ni rociadas sobre
tierra o agua. Así como un cuerpo es enterrado
reverentemente después de una Misa Fúnebre, así
también deben las cenizas ser enterradas
reverentemente con oraciones y agua bendita.

Nuestro Jardín de Cremación Nuestra Señora de
la Esperanza será un lugar de descanso apropiado para
nuestros seres queridos en el área del mausoleo que es
bien-cuidada y bien-mantenida. Las familias por
razones financieras pueden seleccionar un nicho en este
Nuevo jardín y un funeral religioso sera celebrado allí.
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
The dead body of a Bronx man 

wanted by police for killing his ex-
girlfriend was found a week after 
the heinous crime.

Police were hunting for Tyrone 
Lowe, 30, of 1570 Bogart Avenue, in 
connection with the shooting ho-
micide of Shoshane Rattigan, 28, at 
their residence.

However, 47th Precinct police 
found Lowe dead inside of his 2006 
Honda Odyssey this Tuesday, De-
cember 8 at 4:45 p.m. located in 
the vicinity of Hollers Avenue and 
Hutchinson River Parkway.

Offi cers that responded to the 
scene, found Lowe, who was pro-
nounced dead by EMS, with a gun 
shot wound to his head, and a hand-
gun lying next to him.

A NYPD spokesman said the 49th 
Precinct responded to a 911 call on 
Tuesday, December 1 at 3:55 a.m. 
of a person shot inside the Bogart 
house.

Upon arrival, offi cers observed 
an unconscious and unresponsive 
Rattigan.

EMS responded to the scene, how-
ever it was too late as Rattigan was 
pronounced deceased.

No arrests were made, but police 
identifi ed Rattigan’s ex-boyfriend 
Lowe as a suspect.

According to neighbors, the cou-
ple’s six-year old son and Rattigan’s 
20-year old cousin were inside an-
other room when Rattigan was exe-
cuted. 

Neither was harmed or witnessed 
the shooting.

Lowe was wanted by police in con-

nection with Rattigan’s murder and 
was last seen fl eeing the crime scene 
in a gray minivan displaying New 
York license plate EXT3422.

Neighbors were shocked to awaken 
last Tuesday morning to police, med-
ical examiners and crime scene tape 
outside of Rattigan’s residence.

“Just hearing about this happen-
ing was nauseating,” said one neigh-
bor who wished to remain anony-
mous. “Because this happened so 
late into the night, hardly anyone 
heard the shot.”

Local residents said Lowe and 
Rattigan moved onto the block in 
June 2015 where they mostly “kept to 
themselves.”

Lowe was usually seen by neigh-
bors standing outside smoking ci-
gars. He gave off a “creepy vibe” they 
said.

According to residents, Rattigan 
told her neighbors that Lowe was 
beating her and she had called the 
police to report the abuse. 

Police confi rmed they  had re-
sponded to a prior domestic com-
plaint, but no charges were ever fi led 
against Rattigan or Lowe. 

Kay Cardona, a Morris Park com-
munity activist, knew Rattigan who 
was employed as a nurse at a local 
nursing facility and described her 
as “always happy and was great with 

helping her patients.”
“Shoshane was a tiny, little woman 

with a big heart and she was always 
willing to help,” said Cardona. “In a 
way, I feel relieved that a week after 
Lowe committed this horrible crime 
the search for him is fi nally over, but 
I worry for their son who was left or-
phaned by this incident.”

Joseph Thompson, 49th Precinct 
Community Council president, said 
anyone experiencing domestic vio-
lence can go to their local precinct 
and ask for the Domestic Violence 
Unit for help. 

Domestic violence victims can 
also contact Safe Horizon’s free anon-
ymous domestic violence and abuse 
hotline at (800) 621-4673.

Man wanted in MP murder found dead

Shoshane Rattigan’s ex-boyfriend, Tyrone 
Lowe was wanted by police in connection with 
her murder last Tuesday. 
 Photo courtesy of DCPI

A patrol car was stationed outside Rattigan’s 
residence following her Tuesday, December 
1’s early morning homicide. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

SHARP 
& CHIC

ZARA • H&M • STEVE MADDEN  

crosscountycenter.com/shopquiz
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LET US CATER YOUR NEXT...

ROASTED
TURKEYS

12-16 Lbs.
18-22 Lbs.
24-28 Lbs.
30-36 Lbs.

SIDES
Stuffi ng w/Sausage
Roasted Potatoes
Sweet Potatoes w/Marshmallows
String Bean Almadine
Fresh Cranberry Sauce
Turkey Gravy

WE ALSO HAVE
Sliced Pork w/Gravy
Sliced Roast Beef w/Gravy
Lasagna & Eggplant Parm

PLUS A FULL LINE OF PIES
PLACE YOUR ORDER EARLY

Pork Roast
Roast Beef
Homemade Sausage
Braciola

Steaks
Burgers
Chops

Every Thursday is Thanksgiving At Barino’s. Come See Our Selection And Pick Up Your Holiday Menu.

718.828.9200

HOMEMADE
TRY OUR

RAVIOLIS
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VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The borough president am-

plifi ed his objections on a de 
Blasio administration zon-
ing plan to signifi cantly alter 
building rules mainly along 
major transit lines. 

In a Monday, November 
30 letter to the City Planning 
Commission, Borough Presi-
dent Diaz elaborated on his 
objections and made specifi c 
recommendations regarding 
a raft of proposed changes to 
the citywide Zoning Resolution 
text known as Zoning for Qual-
ity and Affordable and Manda-
tory Inclusionary Housing. 

Both mandates are cur-
rently being reviewed as part 
of the city’s Uniform Land Use 
Review Procedure. 

Among the objections the 
borough president raised ear-
lier at a Borough Board vote on 
Thursday, November 19 were 
that the community boards 
were only given 60 days to re-
view what were hundreds of 
pages between both proposals, 
according to sources. 

The borough board rejected 
the plan with none in favor, 19 
against, and one abstention. 

“Something as profound as 

BP Diaz makes zoning recommendations
the future of development in 
our city cannot be rushed,” said 
Diaz. “When so many differ-
ent communities have voiced 
objections to what Mayor de 
Blasio has proposed, those 
concerns must be taken seri-
ously and given careful consid-
eration. As they stand today, 
these text amendments are un-
acceptable.”

Taken as a whole, the de 
Blasio proposals would relax 
both parking and height re-
quirements for new affordable 
and senior housing buildings, 
mainly within a half mile of 
transit lines but sometimes 
elsewhere, according to a De-
partment of City Planning pre-
sentation and other sources. 

Diaz elaborated on objec-
tions and made recommen-
dations to Carl Weisbrod, the 
chair the CPC and the DCP 
commissioner. 

Among the recommenda-
tions and objections he made 
included developing measures 
that would lead to more specifi c 
mixes of income levels for spe-
cifi c neighborhoods; allowing 
more fl exibility in the plan and 
a neighborhood by neighbor-
hood approach; and giving more 

input on any zoning changes to 
the local councilman or coun-
cilwoman or the local represen-
tative on the CPC. 

The borough president 
would also like to see some sort 
of community benefi ts agree-
ment to help determine what 
kinds of jobs are created, and 
mitigations of any environmen-
tal and public health impacts of 
increased construction. 

He also questioned whether 
increasing the Floor Area Ra-
tio of buildings would decrease 
light and air space in build-
ings. He called for provisions 
for greenspace.  

William Rivera, Commu-
nity Board 9 district manager, 
said that his board had so lit-
tle time to review the plan that 
they initially voted yes before 
learning more about it and re-
scinding the original vote. 

“There is a lot of informa-
tion in a short period of time, 
there are concerns on both 
sides and we didn’t have time 
to dissect this and make a deci-
sion based on our community,” 
said Rivera, who added the 
board is looking to work fur-
ther with DCP and elected offi -
cials to understand the impact 

of the plan, whether the City 
Council votes yes or no on it in 
a vote expected in 2016. 

Councilman James Vacca, 
whose district by and large rose 
up in opposition to two ULURPs 
when they were before commu-
nity boards 10 and 11, said that 
in its present form, he could not 
vote in favor of either one when 
it comes before the City Coun-
cil, likely in spring 2016. 

“I was one of those back in 
2003 that started the fi ght to re-
duce density of developments, 

and we downzoned every part 
of my district from 2003 on, 
fi rst when I was at CB 10 and 
when I came to the City Coun-
cil we did CB 11,” said Vacca. “I 
am not going to let those gains 
go out the window by a plan 
that makes buildings taller or 
denser or eliminates parking 
requirements.”

The councilman added: “I 
think the downzonings could 
have gone further and I am not 
going to go in the other direc-
tion.” 

A Department of City Planning representative makes the case for sup-
port of the two ULURPs at a Community Board 10 meeting in October. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

SWEET & 
STYLISH

SUNGLASS HUT • SIX • HÄAGEN-DAZS

crosscountycenter.com/shopquiz
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1001 CITTY ISLANDD AVEENUE | BBRROONNNXXX, NNYY 110004466444 || TTEELLEEPPHHHOONNEE:: 334477--668800--338865 | EMAAIL: SCCAVEELLOPP@AOOOL.COM

PRESENTS

SPECIAL GUEST DJ
CHRIS NAVATTA | NON-STOP ENTERTAINMENT

Give your valentine  
the gift of freestyle

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12 | STARTS 9PM
ENTRANCE $125 INDIVIDUAL

GROUPS OF 8 OR MORE DISCOUNTED RATES

FOUR COURSE SIT DOWN DINNER
UNLIMITED BEER AND HOUSE WINE

718-885-2570

PERFORMING LIVE

“It’s a ‘HIT.” No pun intended!” FOX TV

“It’s guaranteed to give you more laughs… 
This is actually funny!” DAILY NEWS

Forget a date, bring an alibi!

Friday, January 8th, 8pm
Interactive Comedy Murder Mystery Show 

with a 4-course Dinner, Unlimited Wine, 
Dancing and a Show!

$90 per ticket
To buy tickers, call 718-885-2570

or email scavellop@aol.com
*A small convenience fee will be charge to all tickets to cover  

the tax and service.
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, or e-mail Bronx-
times@aol.com. Please in-
clude a phone number or a 
way to contact you in case of 
questions. 

A Winning Team 

Congratulations are in or-
der for the 2015 Season Cham-
pions of AFC Rapid Soccer 
Minor Division, the Island 
Current Fleet team. 

Coaches said that each 
and every player contributed 
to a successful season that 
led them to the playoffs where 
they played their hearts out 
until the very last minute of 
play and took home the cham-
pionship trophy!

Prfessional soccer player  
Mia Hamm sent these words: 
I am a member of a team, and 
I rely on the team, I defer to it 
and sacrifi ce for it, because 
the team, not the individual, 
is the ultimate champion.

Winning team members 
include Reese Ava Murphy, 
Jack Murphy, Senid Godu-
sevie, Jamie Lynn Kibler, 
Mikelia Giustino, Finn Wie-
hler, Anthony Ponce, Julian 
Mendoros, Ronnie Verderose, 
David Pemberton, Johnnie 
Verderose, Carlos Hernandez 
Jr., Huloye Diallo and Maeve 
Ryan. 

100 years young 

Arthur Douglas Sr. cel-
ebrated his 100th birthday 
party at the James Monroe 
Senior Center on Friday, De-
cember 4 in family style. Con-
gratulations sir! 

Support the Troops Flea 

Market

The Leonard Hawkins 
American Legion Post Aux-
iliary and the Theodore Ko-
rony American Legion Post 
Auxiliary will hold a tag 
sale on the Leonard Hawkins 
American Legion Post #156 
at 550 City Island Avenue. 

The tag sale takes place be-
tween noon and 3 p.m. on Sat-

urday, December 12 and Sun-
day, December 13. It includes 
a fl ea market sale of designer 
bags and beauty products for 
the holiday season. 

Arthur Douglas, Sr. 

(Right, l-r) Goalie Reese Ava Mur-
phy, Jack Murphy, Senid Godusevie, 
Jamie Lynn Kibler, Mikelia Giustino, 
Finn Wiehler, Anthony Ponce, Ju-
lian Mendoros, Ronnie Verderose 
(bottom row, left), David Pember-
ton, Johnnie Verderose and Carlos 
Hernandez Jr. Not Pictured: Huloye 
Diallo and Maeve Ryan. 
 Photo courtesy of Doreen Murphy

HAPPY&  
HOLIDAYS

crosscountycenter.com/shopquiz

VISIT SANTA • GIFTS FOR ALL • FREE PARKING

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097
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Volunteer. Be a Big Apple Greeter
As a Big Apple Greeter, I get to show visitors where I grew up in the 
Bronx - up by Fordham Road – and places I love – like around Yankee 
Stadium and Arthur Avenue, the real “Little Italy” with great 
restaurants.

My visitors get a true view of New York. I get to hang out with terrific 
people and show off my city. Best of all, it’s free!

Support Big Apple Greeter
Go to www.bigapplegreeter.org #TrueBigApple

Mathew Dallas
Big Apple Greeter

Bronx

SHOW 
THE WORLD

NEW YORK’S 

TRUE 
CHARACTER

REMINDS YOU 
TO LIVE SAFELY

ILLEGAL ROOMS CAN 
PUT YOU AND YOUR 
FAMILY IN DANGER

Read this in your language 
at nyc.gov/buildings.

If you think an apartment is unsafe call 311  
to request an inspection.

Bill de Blasio, Mayor
Rick D. Chandler, P.E., Commissioner

Have TWO 
ways to get out  

of your home.

Have WORKING carbon  
monoxide/smoke 

detectors and check  
 them monthly. 

Give space heaters  
a break to cool down.

Avoid sleeping in 
basements or attics.

Don’t use  
extension cords  

as main power  
sources.

ILLEGAL ROOMS CAN
PUT YOU AND YOUR
FAMILY IN DANGER

by Michael Mulgrew
President,  
United Federation of 
Teachers

Cities and school 
districts across the 
country have tried a 
range of strategies 
to deal with the 
problems of poor 
children and strug-

gling schools. Under former Mayor Bloomberg, 
New York City relied on a “shutdown” strategy, 
eventually closing 150 schools, including some 
that the Bloomberg administration itself had cre-
ated.

While Bloomberg’s cheerleaders lauded his 
approach, the fact is that many of our schools 
– both older ones and those started during 
Bloomberg’s tenure – continue to struggle.

In contrast, the de Blasio administration has 
listened to teachers and members of school com-
munities. We know that it is difficult, but strug-
gling schools can succeed – if provided the proper 
support and resources, and a team approach that 
brings all a school’s stakeholders together.

The city’s new Renewal program, created with 
input from stakeholders, is designed to focus on 
some of the neediest schools in the system. Early 
returns show that many of these schools have sta-
bilized and in some cases are started on the road 
to improvement.

Students in these schools start out with deficits. 
Nearly 20 percent are English Language Learners 
and almost a quarter are classified as special edu-
cation. Thousands live in shelters or are doubled 
up with relatives. Many are hungry, lack winter 
clothes, or have medical needs, including glasses 
and hearing aids. Many have parents who are 
unemployed or who work long hours at minimum-
wage jobs.

Teachers at these schools see these problems 
not as excuses, but as issues that need to be 
addressed to ensure that all kids have an equal 
opportunity to learn.

Renewal schools are being paired with non-profit 
agencies to deliver services like health care and 
counseling to students and their families. What’s 
more, the nearly $400 million the administration 
is investing in these schools over the next three 
years includes funds for hiring teachers, academic 

coaches, social workers and other professionals, 
along with professional development for the staff 
on the skills necessary to work with children fac-
ing these challenges.

While in 2013-14 nearly one-third failed to meet 
targets for student achievement, the 2014-2015 
School Quality Report shows that now 87 percent 
of the renewal schools are moving in the right 
direction, measured by better attendance, more 
family involvement and other criteria. As a group, 
they showed gains in both reading and math on 
state tests.

Many of these schools have a long way to go. 
Turning them around is difficult, particularly in 
the face of years of cutbacks and systemic indif-
ference. These schools will require a multi-year 
strategic intervention built on sound education 
practice, including custom-tailored supports for 
each school’s particular needs. With its Renewal 
program, New York City is taking on tough work 
that no one in the country has attempted before 
on this scale.

Renewing Struggling Schools

United Federation of Teachers
A Union of Professionals
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45th PCT.
Thursday, August 13, 2015 at 8:15 p.m. 

-- At approximately 12:15 p.m., suspects ap-
proached an 18-year-old female victim from 
behind as she was walking eastbound on Mid-
dletown Road towards Plymouth Avenue and re-
moved her Beats Headphones from her head. The 
suspects fled towards Westchester Avenue to 
parts unknown.  Both suspects are described as 
follows: male, dark skinned, black hair, approxi-
mately 5’7”, approximately 150 pounds and 14 to 
16 years old.

Thursday, October 1, 2015 at 5:15 p.m. -- 
An unknown male black suspect boarded the Bx12 
bus at White Plains Road and Pelham Parkway. 
The suspect then had a verbal dispute with the bus 
operator and, upon arrival at Pelham Bay Station, 
he threw an object containing urine at the bus op-
erator. The suspect then fled on foot westbound on 
Westchester Avenue. The bus operator, a 58-year-
old male, suffered irritation to his face and eyes 
and was taken to Jacobi Hospital. The suspect is 
a male black, 20-years old, 5’8” and 180 pounds. 
He was last seen wearing a grey sweatshirt, blue 
jeans and dark color footwear. He boarded the bus 
with a five-year-old boy. 

Thursday, November 26, 2015 at 03:00 

a.m. -- Two females and a male knocked on the 
door of a house on Randall Avenue demanding 
their phone back. The three individuals claimed 
that they lost an iPhone and tracked it to the 

house. The occupants of the house, a 43-year-
old female and her son, told the trio that they 
did not have the phone and urged them to call 
the police. The two victims were able to get the 
suspects out of the house and when they tried to 
get their license plate, were assaulted by them. 
The suspects then fled the scene. The two vic-
tims were removed to Jacobi Hospital where they 
were treated and released.

46th PCT. 
Wednesday, October 7, 2015 at 7:27 p.m. 

-- Two male suspects entered a cell phone re-
pair store located at 301 E. Tremont Avenue, 
displayed firearms and demanded money. The 
suspects removed an undetermined amount of 
cash from two store employees and cash from 
the register. The suspects also removed eight cell 
phones worth more than $4,000. The suspects 
fled the location on foot northbound on Antho-
ny Avenue. The suspects are described as male 
blacks and wearing a black masks. 

47th PCT.
Thursday, December 3, 2015 at 11:06 a.m. 

-- Police responded to a 911 call of male shot 
at 3059 Olinville Avenue. Upon arrival, police ob-
served a 27-year-old male victim unconscious 
and unresponsive, with a gunshot wound to his 
head. EMS responded and pronounced the victim 
deceased at the scene. 

3

Everyone is welcome at Open Run 
GET MOVING IN ST MARY’S PARK

Free runs and walks every Saturday at 9 a.m.
Meet us at the intersection of Eagle Avenue  
and 149th Street (look for the big rock).

#NYRROpenRun  
#OR_StMarysPark

nyrr.org/openrun

This program is in collaboration with  
NYC Parks’ Community Parks Initiative.
Copyright ©2015 by New York Road Runners. All rights reserved.

Questions, or looking for more information about volunteering?  
Contact openrun@nyrr.org or check out our website, nyrr.org/openrun.

Pelham Bay Insurance Agency is seeking a motivated 
individual for a customer service representative position. 
Applicants must be interested in learning the insurance 
business and have a pleasant and cheerful disposition. 

Contact Chris or Frank Morea: (917) 815-9407.

2964 Middletown Rd. 
Bronx, NY 10461

MOREA AGENCY
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DOBBS FERRY  |  MANHATTAN  |  BRONX  |  YORKTOWN HEIGHTS  |  ONLINE

TRANSFER DAYS
ALL FOUR CAMPUSES � DEC. 14 � DEC. 21

��Personal attention - meet with 
    your personal mentor on average, 
    16 times per semester*

� Affordable - one of the lowest 
    private tuitions in the country

��Distinguished faculty

��Maximum number of 
    credits accepted†

��Over 90 undergraduate and graduate 
    degree � certi�cate programs

� Flexible scheduling - days, nights, 
    weekends & online

* The national average is just 3 times per semester. † Up to 75 credits from a two-year institution or up to 90 credits from a four-year institution. Most other colleges only accept up to 60 transfer credits.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Turkey drive

a success
Dear editor,
On November 24 the Alba-

nian American Open Hand As-
sociation in conjunction with 
the Pelham Parkway Neigh-
borhood Association had their 
annual Thanksgiving turkey 
giveaway.  We were able to dis-
tribute 92 packages to families 
who may not have been able to 
celebrate the holiday without 
our help and caring. 

We want to thank all the 
volunteers who graciously 
gave of their time and effort to 
help distribute these holiday 
packages. 

Without the help of the sup-
porters, we could not have ac-
complished our goal: Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr., 
Congressman Charles Ran-
gel, Councilman James Vacca, 
Councilman Ritchie Torres, 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, 
State Committeeman Joseph 
McManus; District Leader An-
drea Siegel, Lilyanna Pekic, 
Euro Fresh Produce - Musaj 
Family Proprietors; Inter-
national Food Market Corp, 
Compare Food Supermarket; 

Sal Conforto and the Mor-
ris Park Kiwanis Club; Apple 
Bank for Savings of Pelham 
Parkway; Mariannos Fruit 
Market, and Bonavita Family- 
Key Food Supermarket of Ly-
dig Avenue.

We are once again having 
a non-perishable food  and toy 
drive together with the pre k 
center at P.S. 357, from Decem-
ber 7 through December 18.  If 
you would like to make a con-
tribution or donation please 
contact Aleks Nilaj at (718) 913 
2151.

Andrea Siegel 

Pelham Parkway 

Neighborhood Association;

Aleks Nilaj

Albanian American 

Open Hand Association

Shoppers
Special

Dear editor,
How refreshing to hear 

that the MTA will once again 
run a series of nestoga trains 
and buses to help us celebrate 
the holidays Sundays in De-
cember.  The ‘Shoppers Spe-
cial’ consisting of eight cars 
from the 1930s runs between 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. along the 6th 
Avenue line between Queens 

Plaza and 2nd Avenue station 
in Manhattan.

Riding the old subway cars 
reminds me of a time when 
it was common to fi nd both 
penny gum and soda machines 
dispensing products at many 
subway stations. Clean and 
safe bathrooms were readily 
available. It was a time when 
people respected authority 
and law. Previous generations 
of riders did not litter subway 
stations and buses leaving be-
hind gum, candy wrappers, 
paper cups, bottles and news-
papers. No one would openly 
eat pizza, chicken or other 
messy foods while riding a 
bus or subway. Everyone paid 
their way and there was no 
fare evasion.

NYCT is also operating a 
fl eet of vintage buses on the 
M42 route in Manhattan for 
weekday daytime service dur-
ing December between 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. Likewise, riding 
the old vintage buses are also 
a great trip down memory 
lane. It was a time when bus 
drivers had to make change 
and drive, at the same time. 
No one dared bring any food 
on the bus or leave any litter 
behind. In the mid 1960s, air-
conditioned buses were just 
becoming a more common 
part of the fl eet. You had to pay 
separate fares to ride either 
the bus or subway. There was 
no Metro Cards affording free 
transfers between bus and 
subway along with discounted 
weekly or monthly fares. Em-
ployee transit checks to help 
cover the costs didn’t exist.

Larry Penner

Disputes
column

Dear editor,
I write to correct the repre-

hensible falsehoods contained 
in Frank Vernuccio’s column 
of December 4th. 

His most egregious allega-
tion is the confl ating of pro-
gressivism with fascism; he 
even dares to reference Hitler 
in his denunciation of those 
who disagree with his stunted 
world-view. As educated citi-
zens are aware, progressiv-
ism and fascism are antitheti-
cal to each other.  Progessives 
believe that society can be 
improved and are unafraid of 
thoughtful change.  They be-
lieve strongly in the rights of 
the individual.  Fascism, on 
the other hand, sacrifi ces in-

dividual rights and identity in 
order to create an uncritical 
citizenry, willing to follow a 
demagogue because they have 
been thoroughly brainwashed 
by propaganda or are too fear-
ful of the consequences of re-
sistance. 

Vernuccio trashes higher 
education for its’ supposed 
‘left wing bias’.  Interestingly, 
fascism often promotes open 
hostility to higher education. 
Other characteristics of fas-
cism are an obsession with 
national security, and a ten-
dency to give the military a 
disproportionate amount of 
government funding, ignor-
ing domestic needs and prob-
lems.  This position seems to 
dovetail nicely with Mr. Ver-
nuccio’s constant saber rat-
tling and calls for more mili-
tary spending.  Fascists also 
tend to use scapegoats to rally 
people into a frenzy over the 
need to silence or eliminate 
an imaginary threat, again 
paralleling Vernuccio’s posi-
tion on progressives. It seems 
apparent that the mouthpiece 
for COMACTA has much more 
in common with fascists than 
progressives do.

Vernuccio implies that pro-
gressives wish to curb our 
freedom, stating “There are 
constant calls to eliminate the 
Second Amendment.”  This is 
a lie.  I challenge him to fi nd 
any progressive that holds 
such a view. This individual 
and the organization he rep-
resents have no credibility 
and informed citizens should 
withhold any support for such 
dishonesty.

Pasqual Pelosi

Support for
Albania

Dear editor,
I would like to thank 

Bronx Times Reporter for 
covering and supporting the 
Albanian community for 
many years.

I thank Fordham Univer-
sity for opening their doors 
to our people. 

Also, Albanian American 
Society Foundation and Sons 
and Daughters of Albania in 
America.

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz, Jr., Councilman 
Ritchie Torres for honoring 
our Albanian Heroes.

I would like to thank Hon. 
Stephen B. Kaufman, Prof. 
Paul Palombo, Prof. Pjeter 
Ivezaj and Dr. Bajram Doka.

Dr. Hasan Ademaj

Food for
the family

Dear editor,
As we prepare for the hol-

iday season, we are asking 

that you please remember the 
less fortunate or those who 
have fallen on hard times. In 
an effort to serve the fami-
lies within our community, 
the pre-k center at P.S. 357 in 
conjunction with the Alba-
nian American Open Hand 
Association Inc. and the Pel-
ham Parkway Neighborhood 
Association will be sponsor-
ing a food drive to collect 
food for those in need. 

The food drive will begin 
on Monday, December 7 and 
end on Friday, December 18. 
We are asking for canned 
foods and any non-perish-
able food items. Please bring 
food to the Food Drive Box 
that will be outside of room 
213.

If you are in need of food 
for this holiday season, feel 
free to contact Laurel Isidore 
at (646) 309-0594, or Alek-
sander Nilaj at (718) 913-2151 
so that we can provide you 
with food for your family.

Laurel Isidore

Letters to the editor are welcome from all readers. 
They should be addressed care of this newspaper to 
Laura Guerriero, Publisher, the Bronx Times Re-
porter, 3604 E. Tremont Ave., Bronx, NY 10465, or 
e-mail to bronxtimes@cnglocal.com. All letters, in-
cluding those submitted via e-mail, MUST be signed 
and with a verifi able address and telephone number 
included. Note that the  address and telephone num-
ber  will NOT be published and the name will be pub-
lished or withheld upon request. No unsigned letters 
can be accepted for publication. The editor reserves 
the right to edit all submissions. 

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
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Throggs Neck

CLIPPER
Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks
A place where strangers are not strangers ... but friends who have yet to meet!
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EARLY BIRD DINNER $2 DOMESTIC PINTS SUNDAY BRUNCH CHECK OUT OUR
MARTINI MANIA & 

FROZEN FRENZY 
DRINKS MENU

$7 BAR LUNCHES
Monday–Thursday 4PM–6PM

Soup or Salad,
 Entrée, Coffee & Dessert

11AM–3PM

Includes choice of Mimosa, 
Bloody Mary or Glass Of Beer

Traditional Irish Breakfast

Til 6PM

Monday–Friday 12PM–4PM

$1395

JOIN US SATURDAY DECEMBER 12TH @ 9PM

Legends of Vegas
INCLUDING: VITTORIO, ANTHONY FARINO & BOBBY FLOWERS

Celebrate 100 Years of Sinatra!

14oz CUT OF BLACK 
ANGUS PRIME RIB

SOUP OR SALAD, PRIME RIB POTATO, 
VEGETABLES & DESSERT

$1995

PRIME RIB TUESDAYS

SUNDAY, MONDAY AND 
THURSDAY NIGHT 
FOOTBALL SPECIALS
** 25¢ Wings (8 fl avors to choose from)
** $5 Clam & Shrimp Specials Including Peel ‘Eat Shrimp  
** $5 Irish Nachos or Disco Fries
** $2 Domestic Pints
** $2 Sliders     
** Buckets Of Nips Beer Specials 5 for $7

** Specials available at bar only. Two drink minimum required for specials. 8pm–10pm.

18oz BLACK ANGUS 
SHELL STEAK

SERVED ON SIZZLING PLATTER

HOUSE SPECIAL

BEST STEAK
IN THE NECK!

THE CLIPPER WILL BE DOING 
OUR ANNUAL

TOYS 
FOR 
TOTS 
DRIVE
Theodore Korony

Distributes the toys to 
Children and Shelters in the 
neighborhood.
All gifts can be dropped off 
in the box in the Clipper until 
December 16th.

Thank You and 
Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year!
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Pearl Harbor was remembered by 

a slew of American Legion posts re-
cently.

On Monday, December 7, local 
veterans and residents gathered at 
three different remembrance day 
ceremonies for the 74-year anniver-
sary of the attacks on Pearl Harbor. 

Three Throggs Neck posts, the 
Silver Beach American Legion Post 
1371, the Theodore Korony Ameri-
can Legion Post 253 and the Throggs 
Neck Memorial American Legion 
Post 1456 each held ceremonies in 
honor of the anniversary of the 
events that led th United States into 
World War II.

At the Theodore Korony Ameri-
can Legion Post 253 ceremony in Bi-
centennial Veteran’s Park at Weir 
Creek, Silver Beach American Le-
gion Post 1371 vice commander 
Richie Ardisson spoke about the 
facts and history of Pearl Harbor, 
which was attacked by 353 Japanese 
fighter planes, bombers and torpedo 
plans in two waves, which were 

Three veterans posts hold 
Pearl Harbor ceremonies

launched from six aircraft carriers. 
Almost 200  United States air-

crafts were destroyed while 18 ships 
were either sunk or ran aground 
during the attacks.

In addition, Ardisson talked about 
the 2,403 Americans who were killed 
and 1,178 Americans were wounded, 
as well as the simultaneous attacks 
that took place in the Philippines, 
Singapore, Hong Kong and the Brit-
ish Empire in Malaysia. 

He also mentioned the 15 Metals 
of Honor, 51 Navy Crosses, 53 Silver 
Stars, four Navy and Marine Corp 
metals and three Bronze Stars that 
were awarded following the attacks, 
among others who were awarded for 
their roles during the World War II 
event.

“The average age for a (World War 
II) veteran is 94, and younger gen-
erations forget about the incidents 
that took place during this very im-
portant day and time in our nation’s 
history,” said Ardisson. “This cere-
mony has a great purpose for those 
younger generations, young adults 
and even adolescents who may not be 
fully educated regarding what hap-
pened in Pearl Harbor during that 
time without a school history book 
- so this event has a very important 
meaning.”

“It’s very important that we not 
only remember, but also recognize, 
how (Americans) obtained freedom 
and liberties - from the ultimate sac-
rifice of veterans and patriots who 
came together and fought to give us 
those privileges,” said veteran Pat-
rick Devine, who laid the wreath at 
the end of the ceremony. “We (Amer-
icans) must always remember that 
freedom is not necessarily free, and 
it should definitely not be taken for 
granted.”

We (Americans) must 
always remember 

that freedom is not 
necessarily free, and 
it should defi nitely 

not be taken for 
granted.

Patrick Devine

Silver Beach American Legion Post 1371 vice commander Richie Ardisson speaks about  Pearl 
Harbor to those in attendance, while Bob Forsberg holds the American fl ag. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

3211 E Tremont Ave  Bronx, NY, 10461
Sales: (347) 748-1441 
Service: (347) 515-6565

Milea GMC

 Experience the Milea difference.

MileaBuickGMC.com

(1)Price includes all costs to a consumer except tax, title & DMV fees. Lessee resp for 
excess wear/tear/maint/insur/excess mileage. Leases are closed end for 10k mi/yr @ 
25¢/mi thereafter. $595 disposition fee due at lease end, unless customer purchases 
vehicle or decides to re-fi nance through GM Financial. Due at signing=$2016 dwn 
pymt + 595 bank fee + 1st mo pymt + $0 sec dep. Ttl Pymts/Residual: ‘16 Terrain: 
$3,096/$20,610.  (2)Not available with special fi nance or lease offers. Take delivery by 
12-31-2015. Residency restrictions apply. See dealer for complete details.  Prior deals 
excluded. Cannot combine offers. Pics for illust purp only. Not resp for typos/equip errors. 
See dealer for complete details. Offers expire 3 days after pub date.

New 2016 GMC

Terrain SLE AWD
Model# TLG26, Stk#16062,
MSRP: $29,870, auto, 4 cyl, 
iPod, Bluetooth, back up camera, 
pwr steer/brks/winds/lks.

$2000 Factory Rebate 
$1500 Competitive Lease Cash (2)

$129Lease 
for

(1)

per 
mo
24 
mos

 Experience the Milea difference.

3211 E Tremont Ave  Bronx, NY, 10461
Sales: (347) 748-1441 
Service: (347) 515-6565

Milea Buick

MileaBuickGMC.com

(1) Price includes all costs to a consumer except tax, title & DMV fees. Lessee resp for ex-
cess wear/tear/maint/insur/excess mileage. Leases are closed end for 10k mi/yr @ 25¢/
mi thereafter. $595 disposition fee due at lease end, unless customer purchases vehicle 
or decides to re-fi nance through GM Financial. Due at signing=$2016 dwn pymt + 595 
bank fee + 1st mo pymt + $0 sec dep. Ttl Pymts/Residual: ’16 Verano: $3,096/$16,510.  
(2) Available with special fi nance or lease offers. Take delivery by 12-31-2015. Residency 
restrictions apply. See dealer for complete details.  Prior deals excluded. Cannot combine 
offers. Pics for illust purp only. Not resp for typos/equip errors. See dealer for complete 
details. Offers expire 3 days after pub date.

New 2016 Buick

Verano 1SD
Model#4PG69, Stk#16003B,
MSRP $25,400, auto, 4 cyl, iPod, Bluetooth, 
back up camera, pwr steer/brks/winds/lks. 

$1500 Factory Rebate
$1500 Competitive Lease Cash (2)

$129Lease 
for

(1)

per 
mo
24 
mos
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Residents on City Island are con-

cerned about the possible sale of a 
yacht club that has been an institution 
for decades. 

The Stuyvesant Yacht Club may 
soon be leased, and perhaps ultimately 
sold, to the Parks Department, accord-
ing to multiple sources. 

The club has been at its current 
location at the eastern end of Centre 
Street for 90 years.

The Stuyvesant now has only about 
eight members and is currently in dis-
cussions with Parks, said John Doyle, 
the organization’s corresponding sec-
retary. 

Doyle added that CICA has reached 
out to Parks, ultimately fi ling a Free-
dom of Information Law request for 
documents and correspondence.  

“At the end of the day, (the Stuyve-
sant) is an institution that has to meet 
its fi nancial obligations,”said Doyle, 
who added “The Parks Department is 
an agency we expect more transpar-
ency out of.”  

According to a recent letter to Com-
missioner Mitchell Silver, the CICA 
said that Parks should engage the com-
munity in the planning process if they 
take an interest in the boat club. 

Among the concerns they would 
like Parks to address, according to the 
letter, are: 

• The need for onsite parking 
• Concerns that a full-time conces-

sionaire might compete with local 
businesses and bring much traffi c onto 
Centre Street or nearby blocks. 

• Concerns about recreational 

nightlife, similar to that of Parks’s Dy-
ckman Marina in Manhattan 

Parks could enter into a short-term 
lease, but if it were to purchase the club 
and turn it into one of their facilities, 
it would eventually trigger a Uniform 
Land Use Review Process, said Bar-
bara Dolesnek, CICA vice president. 

Greg Clancy, a Centre Street resi-
dent, said that he is concerned that 
a use other than a club for about 100 
boaters might change the nature of his 
block. 

While he is neutral about Parks op-
erating a marina at the site, he is not 
yet confi dent that the agency will do so 
with appropriate controls that will not 
change its use. 

A Parks Department spokesman 
stated that Stuyvesant members in-
vited Parks to discuss the possibility 
of the agency acquiring the property 
and operating it as a public marina. 

“Though no plan of action is set, we 
made clear that we were being respon-
sive to the club’s interest in staying vi-
able, and we do believe that the marina 
could serve very well as a public ame-
nity,” the Parks spokesman stated. 

Parks has received a FOIL request 
and is preparing documents for the 
CICA, stated Parks. 

The CICA was also present at two 
meetings that were held on the issue, 
according to multiple sources. 

Simone Lageoles, SYC vice presi-
dent, stated in an email that the Parks 
Department is indeed interested. 

“The club property would continue 
with the same use it has enjoyed at 
this location for the past 90 years,” she 

Parks eyes take over 
of City Island marina

The Stuyvesant Yacht Club is situated on the eastern end of Centre Street. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Built on the
Strength of Experience.

MileaSubaru.com

Milea Subaru
3201 E Tremont Ave  Bronx, NY, 10461
Sales: (888) 698-0525

Financing as low as 1.9% APR†

Model#GAB-01, Stk#8140S, 4cyl, am/fm/cd, tilt, cruise, 
pwr/brks/winds/lks, Bluetooth.  MSRP: $23,007 

Model#GFB-02, Stk#8148S, 4cyl, am/fm/cd, tilt, cruise, 
pwr/brks/winds/lks, Bluetooth.   MSRP: $25,078

Model#GDF-22, Stk#G3252177, 4cyl, am/fm/cd, 
tilt, cruise, pwr/brks/winds/lks, Bluetooth MSRP: $34,369

SAVE
$1208

OFF MSRP

$23,604BUY FOR

NEW 2016 Subaru
Legacy 2.5i

2016 Subaru Outback 
2.5i Limited 

New 2016 Subaru 
Forester 2.5i 

SAVE
$1474

OFF MSRP

SAVE
$2000
OFF MSRP

$21,799BUY FOR

$32,369BUY FOR
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A new restaurant opened 

in a historic Castle Hill loca-
tion.

On Monday, December 7, 
Jimmy’s Grand Cafe, held its 
grand opening and ribbon 
cutting ceremony, offi cially 
introducing the new eating 
establishment to the neigh-
borhood.

The restaurant’s location, 
1001 Castle Hill Avenue, was 
purchased fi ve years ago by 
restaurant owner Jimmy Mit-
sios, who is also the owner of 
Shore Haven Diner on 622 Cas-
tle Hill Avenue and formerly 
owned the recently closed 
Jimmy’s Cafe Restaurant at 
905 White Plains Road.

Following the purchase of 
the property, Mitsios trans-
formed the then-vacant loca-
tion to a vibrant eating empo-
rium, bringing new life to the 
area.

“This is our way of giving 
back to the (Castle Hill) com-
munity - by providing them 
with this new eating establish-
ment,” said Mitsios, who was 
met with an arousing round 
of applause from attendees 
when he was introduced at the 

Jimmy’s Grand Cafe in Castle Hill opens
grand opening. “I had a vision 
of turning this location into 
a nice location that the resi-
dents can come to and enjoy - 
and now that vision has come 
to fruition.”

The restaurant itself, lo-
cated just off of the Bruckner 
Expressway, offers a lounge-
type setting and a long, wide 
bar for its customers, many 
of whom have anticipated the 
opening of a location that had 
been previously vacant and 
unused for over ten years.

“I am so proud of what 
(Jimmy) has done with this 
establishment,” said Senator 
Ruben Diaz. “This place was 
abandoned for many years, 
and (Jimmy) did a great job of 
bringing a restaurant back to 
this location that was in need 
of a new beginning.”

“This restaurant will be 
an essential part of the com-
munity because it will bring 
both jobs and businesses to 
the area,” said Assemblyman 
Luis Sepulveda. “With that, 
the restaurant will also bring 
this neighborhood pride. I cer-
tainly wish (Jimmy) the best 
of luck in this new, beautifully 
structured location.”

“This neighborhood has a 
very special meaning to me,” 
said Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto, who was born and 
raised in Castle Hill and fre-
quently went to the location 
when it was known as ‘Joe & 
Joe’, an Italian-style pub and 
restaurant. “When a building 
is vacant, it says something 
about the neighborhood, and 
I am so thankful that (Jimmy) 
transformed this location into 
what it is today - and the res-

taurant looks magnifi cent.”
“We are very excited about 

our new home,” said restau-
rant partner Abbe Katechis. 
“Jimmy (Mitsios) and I have 
serviced the Bronx with vari-
ous establishments for over 
20 years, and I look forward 
to helping him continue this 
trend in a new, exciting loca-
tion.”

Jimmy’s Grand Cafe was 
the previous location of Bailer 
Family Hotel and Restaurant, 

which operated from 1854 to 
1940, when Giuseppe Perrotta 
and Giuseppe Bevilacqua pur-
chased Bailer’s and trans-
formed the location into what 
would become Joe & Joe.

Joe & Joe was taken over 
by Tony Perrotta and Tony 
Longobardo in 1960 and oper-
ated until 2004, when it offi -
cially closed its doors. 

The building remained va-
cant until 2013, when it was de-
molished.

(l-r) Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, Assemblyman Marcos Crespo, restaurant partner Wendoli Rosario, As-
semblyman Luis Sepulveda, restaurant partner Abbe Katechis and Senator Ruben Diaz. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

S M E L L  G A S .  A C T  F A S T .
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and convenient. We cook 
with it. Keep warm with it. 
Even dry our clothes with 
it. Every day, Con Edison 
delivers natural gas safely 
and reliably to thousands 
of homes and businesses 
through a network of 
underground pipelines. 
Here are some tips to help 
everyone stay safe.
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�important that 
you and your family know how to recognize a gas leak and 
what to do if you suspect a leak.

  S IGNS  OF  A  GAS  LEAK
• Smell – A distinctive, strong odor similar to rotten eggs.
• See – A white cloud, mist, fog, bubbles in standing water, 

blowing dust or vegetation that appears to be dead or dying 
for no reason.

• Hear – Roaring, hissing or whistling.

  WHAT TO DO IF  YOU DETECT A  GAS LEAK
• Leave immediately and take others with you.
���������������
�������������������������
• Do not light a match or smoke, turn appliances or lights on or 
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• Find a phone away from the area and call 911 or 
1-800-75-CONED (1-800-752-6633). You can report leaks 
anonymously.

• Do not assume someone else will report the condition.
• National Grid customers should call 1-718-643-4050.
• Tell us if there is a problem with your electric service.
• Follow directions from emergency responders who are on site.

   BEFORE YOU DIG,  CALL 811
There are almost 4,300 miles of underground gas pipelines in our 
service area. The slightest scratch, scrape, dent or gouge can 
result in a dangerous leak. To protect these pipelines, you must 
call the local one-call center at 811 two to ten days before you 
��	����������������%�����������������������&����������������������
�������
�'�������������������������������������������
�������
charge to you.

  L E A R N  M O R E
For gas safety tips, visit conEd.com/GasSafety.
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BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Like many Bronxites, artist Barry 

Dia enjoys his daily walks through 
Pelham Bay Park. 

Each time he walked between 
the rotary to Orchard Beach and the 
Split Rock Golf Course on the beauti-
ful stretch he dubbed the “Bronx sun-
rise run” he noticed one particular 
stump that always seemed to him to be 
a prime piece of art media for a paint-
ing. 

On October 27, he fi nally decided to 
turn that stump into the painting he 
had always envisioned spending about 
fi ve hours creating a sunrise on the 
stump out of yellow, green, and blue 
paints.  

Feeling accomplished and like he 
had added some beauty to the trail, Dia 
left titling the piece “Bronx Sunrise” 
for all to enjoy.

 Dia returned a week later on No-
vember 6 to check out his beautifi ed 
stump-turned-painting - only to fi nd 
that his creation had been removed.  

The stump had been freshly cut and 
sawdust surrounded the area.

“At fi rst I thought wow that’s really 
cool...someone stole my painting, they 
must have really liked it,” said Barry, 
“And it was large, at least 25 inches in 
diameter and several inches thick, so I 
gave whoever took it some credit.” 

On the hunt for his piece, and curi-

ous as to what had happened, Dia con-
tacted the administrator of Pelham 
Bay Park, Marianne Anderson. 

It turned out the park had removed 
the painting after all, because they 
didn’t want to encourage others to 
paint on the tree stumps.

“The park loved it, but I didn’t get 

permission so I wouldn’t want others 
to create something for fear of it get-
ting chainsawed,” said Dia. 

However, the artist feels that if the 
park were to allow local artists to cre-
ate murals on tree stumps along the 
trail it would encourage people to walk 
along the paths and enjoy the beauti-

ful park. 
“It’s defi nitely something to think 

about, but at least ‘Bronx Sunrise’ had 
a cool adventure,” said Dia.

Two of Dia’s pieces from his series 
the ‘Near Side of Far’ are being dis-
played at Clover’s Fine Art Gallery in 
Brooklyn. 

Artist ‘stumped’ by vanishing park art piece 

‘Bronx Sunrise’ painting in the woods of Pelham Bay Park, before it was chainsawed from the stump. 
 Photo Courtesy of Barry Dia
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Holiday Hours
Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Thurs. and Fri. 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Open Sundays 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

1063 Morris Park Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461718-829-5815
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1748 Crosby Ave., Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 792-2020
1086 Morris Park Ave., Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 892-7000

www.eyedoctorsbronx.com

DOCTORS OF OPTOMETRY:
Dr. A.J. Contento F.A.A.O. 
Dr. Evan Kaplan M.S., F.A.A.O. 
Dr. Annette Contento F.A.A.O.
Dr. Giordana Avila 
Most Insurance and  
Optical Plans Accepted

Use Your Flex Spending  
      Before the Year Runs Out

See Drs Contento and Kaplan for a free consult to see if you are a candidate for LASIK

Take $75 OFF
A COMPLETE PAIR OF GLASSES  

WITH ANY PREMIUM ESSILOR LENSES

With purchase of complete pair of glasses. Some restrictions apply. 
Not to be combined with any other offer or vision plan.  

Must present coupon at time of purchase. Offer ends 12/31/15.

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The Bronx is leading the 

way for all to enjoy this holiday 
season.

Many merchant groups 
have partnered with Hunts 
Point-based New York Christ-
mas Lights Corp.’s JS Cappelli 
Erectors Corp. to brighten up 
the holiday season.

Spanning East Tremont Av-
enue from LaSalle Avenue to 
Miles Avenue, Throggs Necks’ 
50 strands of holiday lights 
and six pole decorations were 
funded by local merchants and 
installed by Cappelli. 

Three are double strands 
and one is a “Seasons Greet-
ings” sign located at Lafayette 
and East Tremont avenues, 
according to John Cerini, 
Throggs Neck Merchants As-
sociation treasurer.   

“These lights symbolize a 
corridor that wants to bring 
happiness in the community 
and show people we are a com-
munity where people can come 
down to celebrate the holidays 
together,” said Stephen Kauf-
man, TNMA president.

Irene Guanill, Pelham Bay 
Merchants Association presi-
dent, said Pelham Bay’s holi-
day lights brighten up Middle-

town Road, Westchester, Buhre 
and Crosby avenues were made 
possible through generous do-
nations contributed by Meet 
the Sellers Realty, Cafe Az-
zuri, Ace Cleaners, Santino 
Hair Salon, Giordano Funeral 
Home, Lehigh Wines and Li-
quors, Crosby Pizza, Tri-State 
Interiors, Pruzzo’s, Chirping 
Chicken, Buhre Mini Mart 
and Deli, Buhre Laundromat, 
Two Brothers Pizza, Top Tor-
tilla, Vito Suits, Pilgrim Phar-
macy, Jimmy Ryans, Men at 
Work, Eye Care Unlimited, Vi-
vienne’s Bar and Honey Thai 
Pavilion.

She added Kids Kuts, Fancy 
Feet, Shamrock, Azby Insur-
ance, Excel Martial Arts, Capi-
tal One Bank, Ridgewood Sav-
ings Bank and Teddy Bear Day 
Car are expected to donate to 
this annual tradition also.

Tony Signorile, Morris 
Park Community Association 
president, said he is looking for 
a “miracle on Morris Park Av-
enue” to keep the holiday lights 
burning bright.   

“This a tradition that has 
been going for many years and 
not only does the community 
enjoy them, but so do the mer-
chants,” said Signorile. “How-

ever, times are getting tough 
and the merchants and com-
munity must realize it costs a 
lot to keep this tradition going. 
As a non-profi t, we don’t have 
money to pay for this and we 
rely on merchants donating to 
this cause to keep it going.”

He added merchants can 
still donate checks or money 
orders made out to Morris 
Park Community Association 
for the holiday lights.

Signorile said signs ex-
pressing “Seasons Greetings” 
in red, white and green lights 
can be found decorating Pel-
ham Parkway and Williams-
bridge Road, Williamsbridge 
Road and Morris Park Avenue, 
White Plains Road and Morris 
Park Avenue and Bronxdale 
and Morris Park avenues. They 
were all installed by Cappelli. 

Westchester Square’s streets 
are decked out with new festive 
lights and signs welcoming all 
into the borough’s ever-grow-
ing business district.

This year’s lights adorning 
the Square are brand new LED 
white light sprands complete 
with glowing red bells and rib-
bons to ring in the holiday sea-
son. 

In addition to these lights, 

lit red and white ‘Welcome 
to the Square’ signs are sta-
tioned at East Tremont Ave-
nue and Westchester Avenue, 
Westchester Avenue and Lane 
Avenue and East Tremont Ave-
nue and Montgomery Place en-
trances. A Seasons Greetings 
sign is located in the center of 
the business district.

“The message behind 
these lights and signs is we 
want everyone to know that 
Westchester Square wants to 
wish everyone a happy holi-
day season and our neighbor-
hood wants to celebrate it with 
them, too,” said Lisa Sorin, 
Westchester Square Business 
Improvement District execu-
tive director. “These lights 
are our ‘holiday cards’ to the 

community and visitors to 
Westchester Square.”

For the third year in a row, 
WSBID has collaborated with 
Capelli to install these lights as 
well as their 21-foot tall Christ-
mas Tree in the Square’s cen-
ter.

Sorin thanked the WSBID’s 
board of directors especially 
WSBID chairman John Bon-
izio and the executive board, 
the Westchester Square Mer-
chants Association, the BID’s 
partnership with Westchester 
Square-Zerega Avenue Im-
provement Organization and 
NYC Parks Owen Dolen Park 
and all local merchants and 
property owners for their help 
keeping this holiday tradition 
shining bright.

Holiday lights make the Bronx shine

Throggs Neck is looking festive this holiday season thanks to the Throggs 
Neck Merchant Association’s Christmas lights. 
 Community News Group / Robert Wirsing
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Hutch Service Rd
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Celebrate the Holidays! 
At Throggs Neck Shopping Center
This holiday season discover the great values at Throggs Neck 
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*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is as of November 14, 2015, and is subject to 
change without notice. Maximum deposit is $250,000. FDIC regulations apply. The 
bank is not responsible for typographical errors. Substantial penalties for early 
withdrawal. Fees could reduce earnings. Member FDIC

www.ridgewoodbank.com

SPECIAL

Visit your local branch
or open online today!

1.25%APY*

Minimum opening deposit is $500

20 Month CD

1.50%APY*

Minimum opening deposit is $500

30 Month CD

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An emerging Bronx manuscript 

writer and filmmaker is working 
on a new project thanks to a grant 
from a local arts organization.

Nahshon Ratcliff, a 38-year-old 
Bronx resident, is currently shoot-
ing a short film, titled ‘Shooting 
Range’, after he was awarded a 
grant from the Bronx Council on 
the Arts.

Ratcliff was born in Altadena, 
CA, and graduated from John Muir 
High School in Pasadena. 

After graduating high school, 
Ratcliff attended California State 
University in Los Angeles for two 
semesters with movie stars Jaleel 
White, who played Steve Urkel on 
Family Matters and Lark Voorhies, 
who played Lisa Turtle on Saved by 
the Bell.

On a summer night in 1997, Nah-
shon saw his life flash before his 
eyes when he was the victim of a 
violent assault, after picking up a 
stranger, Ricky Marshall, on Santa 
Monica Boulevard while traveling 
from Long Beach to Hollywood.

After returning to the car from 
buying beer at a local 7-11, Marshall 
allegedly began punching Ratcliff 
in the head and attempted to hand-
cuff him, before shoving a .38 Spe-
cial revolver in Ratcliff’s mouth.

After moving the gun from his 
mouth, Ratcliff tussled with Mar-
shall to try to take the weapon from 
him, or at least empty the gun clip, 
he recalled. 

In the process, Ratcliff suffered 
a gunshot wound to the arm while 
Marshall was shot in the leg. 

According to Ratcliff, Marshall’s 
assault on him was a result of his 
sexual orientation, even though 
Ratcliff, who identifies mostly as a 
male but also as a female, had in-
formed Marshall that he was gay 
at the beginning of their encounter 
that night.

Soon after, Marshall, who was 
found not guilty in the Ratcliff 
assault, was jailed for raping a 
14-year-old girl. 

The experience took its toll on 
Nahshon - as he was diagnosed 
with Post-Traumatic Stress Disor-
der after the incident. 

To escape his struggles with de-
pression, Ratcliff entered street 
prostitution for ten years, before 
moving to New York City in 2012, 
and eventually the Bronx in 2013, 
where he hoped for a new start as 
a filmmaker.

Before moving to NYC, Ratcliff 
began writing the manuscript of 
‘Shooting Range’, which reflects on 
his life-altering experience as well 
as being a victim of hate crimes and 
other incidents that occurred in his 
life as a result of his sexual orienta-
tion and him being transgender. 

The title ‘Shooting Range’ origi-
nated from when Marshall had the 
gun in Ratcliff’s mouth and asked 
him if he had ever been to a shoot-
ing range. 

Nahshon’s goal was to, one day, 
transform the manuscript into a 
short film.

In 2014, Ratcliff’s luck began to 
change for the better, when he re-
ceived the $3,000 Bronx Council on 
the Arts grant for his short film, 
which he hopes to have released by 
next fall.

“This is a very exciting project - 
a project that will tell a great story,” 
said Ellen Pollan, Bronx Council 
on the Arts’ deputy director. “Nah-
shon is an articulate, passionate 
individual and a great writer who 
has a story that people will want 
to hear, especially if they’ve been 
through similar experiences to his 
and have felt misunderstood. Nah-
shon is just one of many artists 
that this organization helps and 
supports - and we are very proud of 
that process.”

“My previous experience (be-
ing assaulted) was frightening and 
troubling at the time - but in the 
long run it made me a smarter per-
son and taught me many life les-
sons,” said Nahshon, who read an 
excerpt of ‘Shooting Range’ at the 
Bronx Literary Festival last May 
as well as at the Bronx Academy of 
the Arts and Dance. 

“Most of all, it made me a more 
determined and motivated individ-
ual, and after accomplishing my 
lifelong dream of moving back to 
New York, I must say that I could 
have never imagined the amount 
of support I would have received 
from the community, and I thank 
them for helping me share my life 
story”.

Organization funds Bronx 
fi lmmaker’s dream

Ratcliff speaks at the Bronx Literary Festival 
last May. 
 Photo courtesy of Marcia Wilson of WideVision 
Photography
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BY MADELINE ANTHONY
The Bronx Documentary Center 

hosted documentary photographer 
Ken Light on Thursday, December 3,  
as he presented and then signed cop-
ies of his most recent book “What’s 
Going On: America 1969-1974”.

 The book documents America 
during what Light called “an era of 
disruption”. 

In addition to the borough being 
featured in his book, Light decided 
to work with BDC because of his 
heritage. 

“The intrigue was there to go 
back to the Bronx where my people 
are from” he said, after reminiscing 
about his early life on Gerard Ave-
nue. 

He admires the work of the BDC, 
as he feels the arts are very impor-
tant in terms of bringing communi-
ties together and lifting them out of 
poverty. 

“What’s Going On” includes pho-
tographs taken at DeWitt Clinton 
High School in 1972, when it was 
an all male school of over 4,000 stu-
dents. 

Because his father had attended 
DeWitt Clinton, Light wanted to see 
what it was like, and document it. 

What he found was a hostile envi-
ronment featuring barred windows 
and armed guards on patrol. “It was 

like rehearsal for these kids to go 
into prison,” he said. 

However Clinton was just one 
stop on the photographers’ journey 
across the United States.  

“I wanted to capture the political 
unrest.. and put a face on America 
as I saw it,” said Light.  

As a young anti-war organizer in 
1970, he attended a protest against 
the Cambodian invasion during the 

Vietnam war. 
Light took the photos because 

he was there, without knowing that 
just a few days later the shooting at 
Kent State would rock an already 
tumultuous nation. 

Light’s photos were soon pub-
lished by major news outlets, and 
his eyes were opened to the power of 
photography.  

“Photography is a powerful way 

to create a record, it’s like say-
ing ‘hey this happened.. here’s the 
proof’ ”. 

Light related the events of the 
past, documented in his book, to the 
landscape of America today. 

“With all these things happen-
ing now, I’m very curious for peo-
ple to step back and really see the 
change in America. It was a differ-
ent type of involvement. You would 
go to a demonstration and everyone 
would be focused on what was hap-
pening. Now if you go, everyone is 
on their phones... have we really im-
proved?”

This is Ken Light’s 9th published 
book focusing on social justice is-
sues. 

His other subjects have included 
inmates at Texas death row, south-
erners living in rural poverty,  and 
Mexican immigrants working on 
farms after illegally entering the 
country. 

“Most of the things and people I 
photograph are not often reported 
on, most of these people have no 
voice and through photography they 
are finally being seen,” said Light.  

He is currently a professor of pho-
tojournalism at the Berkeley Gradu-
ate School of Journalism. 

His book is available for pur-
chase online at www.kenlight.com

Bronx born photographer captures ‘political unrest’

DeWitt Clinton High School, Bronx, NY 1972 ©Ken Light ©Ken Light
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
One of the oldest community service 

agencies in our borough will continue 
its mission serving at-risk youth.

On Tuesday, November 10, Dr. Pep-
per Snapple awarded Southeast Bronx 
Neighborhood Centers, Inc. a ‘Let’s 
Play’ equipment donation valued at 
over $12,500 as part of its partner-
ship with Good Sports which donates 
brand new sports equipment to orga-
nizations serving low-income youth 
across the country.

This grant will provide SEBNC with 
youth and adult reversible practice jer-
seys, basketballs, running shoes, stop-
watches and volleyballs.

This equipment donation allows 
this organization to expand their pro-
gramming and reach more at-risk chil-
dren.

As a non-profi t, donations are vital 
to the success of SEBNC programs due 
to the impoverished New York areas 
they serve free of charge.

Founded in 1929, SEBNC is one of 
the oldest community service agencies 
in the south Bronx serving over 6,000 
people a year.

Located in the Forest Houses at 955 
Tinton Avenue, SBENC provides early 
childhood and adult services with an 
emphasis on youth programs.

Some of these programs include 
family child care and child care day 
care centers, after school programs, 
an evening youth activity center, voca-
tional programs, summer camp, home 
attendant service, day habitation rec-
reation and day treatment programs 
for the mentally challenged and devel-
opmentally disabled.

A community partnership led by 
Dr. Pepper Snapple, Let’s Play was 
launched in 2011 to nationally moti-
vate children and their families to be-
come more active.

“We are pleased to support South-
east Bronx Neighborhood Centers, 
Inc. with this grant from Let’s Play, 
part of our overall commitment to 

bringing play to life and ensuring that 
kids are able to make play a daily pri-
ority,” said Vicki Draughn, Dr. Pepper 
Snapple Corporate Affairs vice presi-
dent. “We hope that it will make a big 
difference to kids in the community 
and give them the equipment and gear 
they need to get in the game and get ac-
tive.”

The Let’s Play initiative is designed 
to engage community organizations 
through leaders, elected offi cials and 
DPS employees helping promote active 
play by building and improving play 
spaces as well as providing grants for 
athletic equipment and gear.

Through DPS’s partnership with 
Goods Sports, an organization provid-
ing donations of athletic gear, footwear 
and sports equipment to in-need orga-
nizations and communities, Let’s Play 
has committed $3 million through 
2016 to aid children’s physical activity 
through organized sports and fi tness 
programs, said Draughn.

“Our partnership with Dr. Pepper 
Snapple Group and Let’s Play will en-
able Good Sports to provide even more 
equipment to deserving youth across 
the country,” said Melissa Harper, 
Good Sports CEO. “Together, we are 
thrilled to support Southeast Bronx 
Neighborhood Centers, Inc. by provid-
ing the tools and resources they need 
to keep children active, healthy and 
happy.”

“Southeast Bronx Neighborhood 
Centers, Inc. is one of the few youth-
based non-profi ts serving the needs of 
the local youth and any investment, 
capital or otherwise, is very much wel-
comed in continuing their service,” 
said John Dudley, Community Board 3 
district manager. 

Dudley said CB 3 will look into ask-
ing Dr. Pepper Snapple to consider do-
nating to other local youth organiza-
tions such as Claremont Neighborhood 
Centers, the Renaissance Youth Cen-
ter, Madison Square Boys and Girls 
Club and Future Star Productions.

Southeast Bronx ctr. 
awarded donation

SEBNC Little Warriors and SEBNC Squad strike a pose inside of SEBNC’s gymnasium. 
 Photo courtesy of Southeast Bronx Neighborhood Centers, Inc.
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2 LEVELS OF MUSIC 
BY LIVE DJ 

COCKTAIL HOUR
FULL BUFFET

OPEN BAR
CHAMPAGNE

HATS AND NOISE MAKERS
COMPLIMENTARY PHOTOS

LIVE BROADCAST 
OF TIMES SQUARE

FREE VALET PARKING
FORMAL ATTIRE SUGGESTED

PRESALE $100
PER PERSON INCLUDES TAX 

AND GRATUITY, UNTIL DECEMBER 24,  
$120 WEEK OF DECEMBER 25–31

CALL 718.863.6363 TO PURCHASE TICKETS.
SPACE IS LIMITED AND 

WILL SELL OUT QUICKLY.
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thursday, december 31
8:30pm–1:30am

4034 EAST TREMONT AVENUE · BRONX, NY · 718.863.6363 · TOSCAMARQUEE.COM

Anyone can deliver food, but when you order Tosca, you’ll experience the highest level of traditional Italian hospitality. We’ll bring our delicious homemade menu choices to you—
convenient, delectable, affordable. Tosca’s catering service provides you with the uncompromising taste and quality of menu and service in the comfort of your own specified locale. 
You can create your own package, simply contact us for further inquiry and we’ll be happy to arrange your menu. Fast, free delivery and set–up. House accounts welcomed.

Catering? Let Tosca cater your next home or office event  (FULL MENU AVAILABLE ONLINE)

Grande SERVES 8–10 $150
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka 

or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala 

or Chicken Francese
·  1 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

Party–Sized Trays Half trays feed 
approximately 6 to 8 people. Full trays feed 
approximately 12 to 15 people.

Fast, Free Delivery and Set-Up 
All orders are kept hot and ready– 
to–serve. Plates, napkins, table covers and 
eating/serving utensils included upon request.

Generoso SERVES 15–20 $325
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Appetizer: Fried Calamari, Buffalo Wings or Mozzarella Sticks
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala 

or Chicken Francese
·  2 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

$15 OFF
ANY CATERING ORDER 

OF $100 OR MORE
WITH COUPON ONLY. PLEASE MENTION 

WHEN ORDERING. EXCLUDES PACKAGES. 
EXPIRES 1/31/2015  TOSCA BX TIMES 12-14

$25 OFF
ANY CATERING ORDER 

OF $150 OR MORE
WITH COUPON ONLY. PLEASE MENTION 

WHEN ORDERING. EXCLUDES PACKAGES. 
EXPIRES 1/31/2015  TOSCA BX TIMES 12-14

Office Party
· Vegetable Crudite
· Wrap Platter 
· Caesar Salad with  
Grilled Chicken Breast

· Fresh Fruit Platter
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 

Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Family Style
·  Fresh Mozzarella, Roasted 

Peppers & Fresh Basil
· Clams Oreganata
· Penne Alla Vodka
· Chicken Scarpariello
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 

Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Game Day
· Buffalo Wings
· Fried Calamari
· Wrap Platter
· Baked Ziti
with Meat Balls

·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

House Party
· Shrimp Cocktail
· Clams Oreganata
· Fusilli Al Alvina
· Chicken Scarpariello
· Caesar Salad
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 

Focaccia or Garlic Knots

The Italian Job
· Imported Cheese & Fruit Platter
· Fried Calamari · Caesar Salad
· Baked Ziti with Chicken Cutlet
· Sausage & Broccoli Rabe
· Shrimp Risotto Donna
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 

Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Nonno Mia
· Eggplant Rollatini 
· Clams Oreganata
· Farfalle Alla Pesto
· Arugula, Endive, 
Radicchio Salad

·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Serves 12–15 $165 Serves 12–15 $180 Serves 12–15 $195 Serves 12–15 $195 Serves 12–15 $230 Serves 15–20 $290

4 0 3 8  E A S T  T R E M O N T  A V E N U E  ·  A T  M I L E S  A V E N U E  ·  T H R O G S  N E C K ,  B R O N X ,  N Y 

F A S T  F R E E  D E L I V E R Y  7 1 8 . 2 3 9 . 3 3 0 0
O N L I N E  O R D E R I N G  ·  C U R B S I D E  P I C K - U P  ·  V A L E T  P A R K I N G  ·  T O S C A N Y C . C O M  T O S C A N Y C  T O S C A N Y C

“100 Best Italian Restaurants”

“Lovingly restored
1922 pizza oven”

Rated  2015

“#1 Pizza In The Bronx”

“Best spot for brunch 
in the Bronx”

Open Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day, 
New Year’s Eve 

& New Year’s Day
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A 10-ton food donation to 

three borough charities serv-
ing needy people was made by 
a local high school in a show 
of holiday generosity. 

Fordham Prep’s Student 
Ministry program, with help 
from the entire school com-
munity, donated roughly 
20,000 pounds of canned food 
to Part of the Solution in Ford-
ham, Concourse House on 
the Grand Concourse, Mercy 
Center in Mott Haven just in 
time for Thanksgiving. 

Students collected food 
in their homerooms for the 
entire month of November, 
which the school recognizes 
as its Hunger Awareness 
Month, said Michael Kravatz, 
director of student ministry. 

In total, more than 31,000 
cans were collected for distri-
bution to the three charities. 
Some of the school’s students 
also do volunteer work at 
these centers as part of their 
mandatory service commit-
ment. 

Two students from Morris 
Park, seniors James Carrion 
and Anthony DellaCamera, 
were on the ministry leader-

Fordham Prep distibutes 10 tons of food 
ship team that conducted the 
drive. 

Carrion said that going to 
POTS and meeting some of 
the people there motivated 
him in working on the drive. 

“I got the opportunity to 
go to this great school and 
I feel like this is also my op-
portunity to give back,” said 
Carrion. “When I went to the 
POTS center and I meet the 
people there, I could see the 
gratitude on their faces, and 
how much it meant that we 
were doing this for them.” 

He said that he knew that 
it would feed people who oth-
erwise might not have enough 
to eat during the season. 

DellaCamera said that he 
had donated cans to the drive 
in his fi rst three years at the 
school, and that indirect par-
ticipating in the drive made 
him want to help coordinate 
and help run it in his senior 
year. 

“It helped me realize that 
it not only benefi ts ourselves 
in terms of the good feeling 
we get in collecting it, but 
also helps people who get the 
food,” he said, adding that 
he had volunteered at POTS’ 

soup kitchen and food pan-
try. 

As part of the food drive, 

said Carrion, some home-
room teachers held competi-
tions to see who could collect 

the most cans, with thou-
sands of cans amassed by the 
winning homeroom. 

After the dive was com-
pleted, students loaded the 
food into school buses that 
are used to transport student 
athletes to and from sporting 
events and drove them to the 
three social service centers, 
said DellaCamera. 

Kravatz said he believes 
that the young men take away 
a sense of service from the 
project. 

“It is an opportunity for 
their faith to be put into ac-
tion,” he said. “It is an op-
portunity for them to get out-
side  the campus to meet our 
neighbors in the Bronx and 
to encounter some organiza-
tions that do great work in 
the community.”

According to a school 
spokeswoman, Fordham Prep 
received an anonymous dona-
tion of up to $60,000, based 
on the amount of food it col-
lected. 

That donation will be used 
to provide scholarships and 
fi nancial aid to students from 
the same communities where 
the food was delivered. 

James Carrion (l) and Anthony DellaCamera, both of Morris Park, stand 
with some of the ten tons of food donated to three borough organiza-
tions. Photo courtesy of Fordham Prep
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This spring, the NYU 
School of Professional Studies 
(NYUSPS), a leader in pro-
fessionally focused educa-
tion, will offer a new, afford-
able option of study that will 
provide individuals who 
have earned a high school 
degree with the opportu-
nity to acquire industry 
focused skills that will pre-
pare them for jobs in fields 
with growing levels of em-
ployment. New Diplomas, 
offered through NYUSPS 
Professional Pathways, are 
designed as immersive pro-
grams of study that can be 
completed in as little as one 
semester. During Spring 
2016, seven Diplomas will be 
offered. They include:

The one-semester Di-

ploma in Basic Project 

Management, which pre-
pares you for a career in this 
growing field by gaining a 
hands-on understanding of 
the essential terminology 

and the application of the 
basic tools, techniques, and 
practices required to be-
come an effective and con-
tributing member of a proj-
ect team.

The Diploma in Book-

keeping, a one-semester, 
blended program, which 
imparts the knowledge and 
skill sets to perform func-
tions within the bookkeep-
ing cycle, manually and 
with QuickBooks and Xero. 
Ground yourself in account-
ing ethics and best prac-
tices, while exploring basic 
concepts including debits, 
credits, “T-accounts,” jour-
nal accounting, GAAP con-
cepts, accrual and double-
entry record keeping, and 
more.

The Diploma in Con-

struction Administration, 
a one-semester, blended pro-
gram, which provides the 
skills to secure an entry-
level position within the 

commercial or residential 
building sectors of the real 
estate industry. Learn about 
the construction process 
and document administra-
tion. Gain an introduction 
to construction methods and 
materials, building systems, 
drawings, estimating, and 
scheduling.

Developed in collabora-
tion with the NYU Langone 
Medical Center, the four-se-
mester Diploma in Medi-

cal Coding teaches you to 
compile, process, and main-
tain medical records by be-
coming proficient in ICD-10 
medical coding. 

The one-semester Di-

ploma in Residential Prop-

erty Administration in-
troduces you to real estate 
investment concepts and 
property management prin-
ciples. Learn how to market 
properties, negotiate and ex-
ecute leases, manage staff, 
and oversee day-to-day op-

erations of a property. 
The one-semester Di-

ploma in Residential Real 

Estate Brokerage for li-
censed New York real estate 
salespersons with at least 
two years of experience, pro-
vides training to increase 
your knowledge of licens-
ing laws and regulations, as 
well as real estate valuation, 
finance, construction, land 
use, fair housing, transac-
tions, business development, 
and more.

The one-semester Di-

ploma in Restaurant Op-

erations and Guest Ser-

vice will provide you with 
a comprehensive under-
standing of front-of-house 
and back-of-house restau-
rant operations, and what it 
takes to succeed in the food 
and beverage industry. Ben-
efit from site visits to NYC 
restaurants and from the in-
valuable experiences of sea-
soned industry veterans.

All Diplomas will pro-
vide industry specific ca-
reer modules presented on-
line in a self-paced format, 
which help students to bet-
ter understand the job mar-
ket. Upon completion of your 
diploma, you also will have 
access to an online portal 
featuring job postings and 
a resource library. Annual 
networking events will pro-
vide opportunities to meet 
with peers and employers 
in the field. Each program 
of study provides students 
with a tangible take-away 
project that can be added to 
their résumé and presented 
to prospective employers.

For more information, visit 
sps.nyu.edu/diplomas07 or 
call 212-998-7200.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

High School Graduates, Build Skills in Fields That are Hiring 
Through Affordable, Short-Format NYUSPS Diploma Programs

BY MADELINE ANTHONY
Maeve Ryan has always been a philan-

thropist. She’s also an athlete, a dancer, 
and...a fourth grader. 

This youngster is responsible for bring-
ing the charitable project Operation Christ-
mas Child to her Country Club elementary 
school.

Operation Christmas Child provides 
gifts to needy children all over the world 
as a venture of humanitarian aid organiza-
tion Samaritan’s Purse. 

The idea is to fi ll a shoe box with any-
thing that will fi t inside it that a child may 
need or enjoy - for example small toys,  toi-
letries,  school supplies, or books. 

Eight-year old Maeve has partaken in 
this charity her entire life thanks to her 
family’s tradition of helping those less for-
tunate, but it was her idea to expand the 
project to her school, Villa Maria Acad-
emy.

Marianne Ryan, Maeve’s mother said 
that her daughter was in kindergarten 
packing a shoebox around the holidays, 
when she asked her mother “Why can’t we 
do this at school?” 

Shortly after, Ryan approached the 
principal of Villa Maria, Sister Teresa Bar-
ton, with the proposition. “She offered to do 
it one time as a trial to see how it went…and 
obviously it went pretty well,” said Ryan.

Four years later, the event has become a 
tremendous success. 

In the event’s fi rst year, 125 goodie-
fi lled- boxes were shipped off to children 
between the ages of 2 to 14 around the globe. 
This past November, Maeve’s annual drive 
donated 480 boxes. 

The shoe-box packing event itself takes 
place at Villa Maria in November of each 
year. Two large long tables are lined with 
children preparing shoe-boxes to send to 
kids who might otherwise have nothing to 
open on Christmas. 

Parents donate small items and the kids 
often make cards in class to send along 
inside their boxes with drawings of their 
palms and a note saying, “If you put your 
hand on my hand we’re holding hands.”  
Ryan describes the event as “absoulte chaos 
and so much fun”.

The project moves up each year with 
Maeve’s class. 

Family, friends and neighbors also do-
nate to the cause with boxes and donations 
which Maeve assists with by providing 
boxes and collecting them for delivery at 
her “Operation Christmas Child Headquar-
ters” also known as the Ryan household. 

Maeve has brought the tradition to 
her  Junior Girl Scout troop, as well as to 
Jeanne Jugan nursing home - It’s defi nitely 
a group effort. 

“We have families that deliver 15 to 20 
boxes each year... we have families that col-
lect stuff to give away all year. Its such an 
incredible tradition,” said Ryan. 

Maeve has become so involved with the 
organization that she even went to its dis-
tribution center in Charlotte, NC where she 
and her family helped to check and make 
sure the boxes had enough inside of them 
and that the toys and gifts were appropri-
ate. 

For example, since so many of the re-
ceipiants are children in war-torn coun-
tries, no war-related toys are allowed to be 
packed.  

Many of the boxes sent to OCC come 
from poor areas. 

“Some boxes only had a few things in-
side such as half a coloring book because 
the family split it” said Ryan.  The year 
after Hurricane Sandy hit the East coast, 
nearly 60,000 full boxes were donated to 
OCC by areas most effected by the storm. 

These boxes were then sent by special 
airlift directly to the young boys and girls 
who were impacted by Typhoon Haiyan in 
the Philippines.  Then-fi rst- grader Maeve 
was invited to the JFK airlift where she 
met Franklin Graham, founder of Opera-
tion Christmas Child. 

     How can you send a shoe-box to a 
child in need?  

     Although the collection week is 
usually the third week of November, peo-
ple who want to get involved can pack a 
shoe-box online to send to a child anytime 
throughout the year. 

     It’s also never too early to start col-

lecting gifts  for next year’s Christmas sea-
son.  

     As for Maeve’s drive, it only seems to 
be getting bigger and better. 

   “We’d like to go to little churches 
within Throggs Neck and ask them if they’d 
like to get involved,” said Ryan.

4th grader’s charity drive delivers goodies

Eight-year old Maeve Ryan standing with 
480 boxes of goodies which will be given to 
needy children this holiday season 
 Photo Courtesy of Marianne Ryan
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Your Cool Holiday Gift Headquarters...
Right In Your Neighborhood...

3037 MIDDLETOWN ROAD | 718.892.0402
FINALLY A TOY, COMIC, VIDEO GAME 

STORE BACK IN PELHAM BAY!
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All About 

Wine
by Jim Gallagher

W e are pleased to intro-
duce you to our new store, 
Wine & Liquor Super-

store. Wine & Liquor Superstore 
in the new Throggs Neck Shop-
ping Center, will bring you bou-
tique selections of wines and spirits 
at warehouse prices.  We are your 
one stop shop for everything from 
national brands to the rare gems. 
Come in for your favor-
ite beverage or for help 
in discovering your 
next glass of fi ne wine. 
There are complimen-
tary wine and liquor 
tastings Friday through 
Sunday. Please come in 
and try a wide variety of 
products and increase 
your understanding 
and knowledge in a fun 
and relaxing setting. 
There is a schedule of 
events on our Facebook 
page. https://www.fa-
c eb o ok .c om /w i nel i -
quor sup er storeT hi s 
week’s featured wine is 
Red Blends. My favor-
ite wines are usually a 
blend. The most famous 
blends are from Bor-
deaux. The wines are 
usually a blend of fi ve grapes. The 
grapes used are Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon, Merlot, Cabernet Franc, Petit 
Verdot and Malbec.  Chateau Les-
truelle Medoc scored 90 points from 
Wine Spectator and is $16.66 each 
with the purchase of 3 bottles. We 
have Chateau Pey La Tour for the 
bargain price of $11.66 each with 
the purchase of 3 bottles.The US se-
lections include great wines from 
Napa and Sonoma. Coppola Claret 
emulates the great Bordeaux blends 
and it’s on Sale for $13.74 each on 
the purchase of 3 bottles. The Pris-
oner was created and inspired by 
the drinkable “mixed blacks” fi rst 
made by the Italian immigrants 
who originally settled in the Napa 
Valley. The wine is a blend of Zin-
fandel with the unlikely “mix” of 

Cabernet Sauvignon, Syrah, Petite 
Sirah, and Charbono. It is $37.50 
each with the purchase of 3 bottles. 
Chappellet Mountain Cuvee is a fi ne 
wine and it is $25.00 each with the 
purchase of 3 bottles. Cupcake Red 
Velvet tastes like its name and is a 
bargain at the price of $8.68 each 
on the purchase of 3 bottles.I love 
Ridge and the amazing wines they 

produce. The history of 
the Ridge Sonoma 
County Three Valleys 
began with the release 
of the 2001. The wine 
contains grapes from 
a number of Sonoma 
vineyards - this year, 
seven. Zinfandel deter-
mines the wine’s vari-
etal character; old-vine 
carignane contributes 
bright fruit and acid-
ity; petite sirah spice, 
depth of color, and fi rm 
tannins.  Enjoy this 
bottle at $25.00 each 
with the purchase of 
3 bottles.The Rhone 
Valley is another fa-
vorite region and Cha-
teauneuf du Pape from 
the southern Rhone 
is allowed to contain 

up to 13 grape varieties. Grenache 
dominates most blends and Syrah 
and Mouvedre are the next most 
popular grapes. From a women 
winemaker Domaine Saint Prefert 
Chateauneuf is not to be missed for 
$37.50 each on the purchase of 3 bot-
tles. Parallele 45 is a Rhone blend 
and is $13.75 each on the purchase 
of 3 bottles.If you need help with 
your wine pairings or planning 
your next party, please contact me 
at jimg@wineliquorsuperstore.com

Cheers,
Jim Gallagher

http://www.wineliquorsuper-
store.com/home.html

https://www.facebook.com/
wineliquorsuperstore

2815 Middletown Road 
(next door to Frank’s Pizza)

TEL 718.684.2815 FAX 718.597.3331 
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS · WE DELIVER!

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE 
www.facebook.com/DaFrancoandTonyRistorante 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Monday–Thursday, 12–10:00PM
Friday & Saturday, 12–11:00PM

Sunday, 1:00–10:00PM

Authentic Italian Cuisine
Our resturant is available for business meetings or family functions

Da Franco & Tony
Ristorante

ANTIPASTI (PLEASE CHOOSE ONE)
Avocado Salad with shrimp, chopped tomato & onions

Shrimp Cocktail Seafood Salad Trecolore Salad

Cesare Salad Arugula, Fresh Apple & Walnuts Salad

Meatballs Pomodoro Baked Clams Fried Calamari

ENTRÉE (PLEASE CHOOSE ONE)
Linguini Frutta Di Mari Homemade Lasagna

Fettuccine Bolognese Garganelli A la Norma

Chicken Paillard topped with Salad

Breezed Short Ribs with pasta Vitelo Sorentino

Skirt steak Lamb Chops

Filet of Sole Stuffed w/ Lobster

Salmon con salsa di Dijon Branzino fi let marechiaro 

CHOICE OF DESSERT AND COFFEE

Tiramisu, Ricotta Cheesecake or 

Chocolate Souffl é with ice cream

 Coffee, Cappuccino or Espresso

$40 per person, plus tax, plus gratuity
please call for reservations

CHRISTMAS EVE 
at Da Franco & Tony Ristorante
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www.ridgewoodbank.comMember
FDIC

“It’s the most  

 of  the Year”
Wonderful Time 

Best wishes for a 
happy & healthy 
holiday season

Best wishes for a 
happy & healthy 
holiday season
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Shestani Dance Concert and Musical Performance was held at Mercy College’s east Bronx campus at the Hutchinson Metro Center on 
Friday, December 4.  The event was brought to the public by  Buzuku and SH.K.A ‘Tradita,’ Ana e Malit Association, Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj and members of the Albanian American community. Pictured above, Steve Kaufman (far left) presents a citation of merit from 
Borough Presidnet Diaz with (l-r) Hajdin Alijaj, Esad A. Rizai, Professor Paul Palombo, Dr. Hasan Ademaj and Dr. Bajram Doka. 
 Photos by Miriam Quin

Albanian dance performance at Mercy

(Top left) Faris Hulaj plays music.
(Top right) (l-r) Sali Bolloz, Paul Palombo, Ardiana Maldkli and Lendita Hoxha.

(Above) Juan Antigua of Councilman Ritchie Torres’s offi ce (l) and Aleksander Nilaj

(Above center) Steve Kaufman (l) and Esad Rizai.

(l-r) Enver Lajqi; Dibllor Lasqi, 2; Kade Leniqi Lajqi; Vezir 
Ademaj, 9; Avni Karakushi; Fjoralba Ademaj, 6; Xhelfi dan 
Ademat; Gentian Ademaj, 8 and Shaqir  Ademaj.
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NEW OWNERS!  NEW MANAGEMENT!  NEW RESPECT FOR YOU!

MEMBER SPONSORED

Surf Club
THE NEW

On The Sound

Santa Claus

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19
11 AM TO 2 PM

Come Have Your 
Child’s Photo 

taken With
Santa Claus...
And Receive A 

FREE TOY
R.S.V.P. by 12/16/15

IS COMING TO
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(l-r) Judah Encarnacion, Leo Vega, Lisa Encarnacion, Daniel Fagan, NYPD police offi cer Frank 
Malafronte and Donny Weinbuch teamed up to clean graffi ti. 
 Photo courtesy of Jon-Michael Provetto

(l-r) Daniel Fagan, Judah Encarnacion, NYPD police offi cer Frank Malafronte and graffi ti 
cleanup activist John Provetto teamed up to beautify the community. 
 Photo courtesy of Jon-Michael Provetto

Police offi cer Frank Malafronte and the 45th Precinct recently teamed up with Scout Troop 
304 and Villa Maria Academy to clean up graffi ti. Graffi ti cleanup activist and local resident 
John Provetto was also contributed to the event. The event was the third graffi ti cleanup 
that offi cer Malafronte and the precinct have been involved in this year and the fi rst clean-
up of the year for Troop 304.

45TH, COMMUNITY CLEAN UP GRAFFITI

The MTA, along with Transit Wireless, recently held a press conference at the 161 Street-
Yankee Stadium D line subway station. The press conference was held to announce expan-
sion of wireless and Wi-Fi service in subway stations throughout New York City. Pictured. 
(l-r) Bill Bayne, CEO of Transit Wireless; Chris Angelucci, director of New York’s Verizon Wire-
less Network Operations; Salim Kouidire, senior director of engineering and operations of 
New York’s T-Mobile; Paul Fleuranges, vice president of MTA’s corporation communications; 
Deputy Borough President Aurelia Greene; Carl Busseno, director of network service of New 
York’s AT&T; and Mike Wodzisz, Sprint’s director of business sales. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

MTA, TRANSIT WIRELESS EXPAND WI-FI 

(l-r) John Denizard, Amy Malave, Milagros Lopez and Natalia Perez. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Isabel’s Empowering Queens, a new local non-profi t youth organization, recently hosted a 
fundraiser at Rosy’s Manor. The fundraiser, which included raffl es and live entertainment, 
was held to help continue the active workshops in the borough’s high schools and commu-
nity centers.  The mission of the organization is to love, nurture, mentor and guide young 
adolescent women to become independent and successful.

ISABEL’S EMPOWERING QUEENS FUNDRAISER

The birth of two red panda cubs at the Wildlife Conservation 
Society Prospect Park Zoo this summer has recently been 
made public. Since red pandas are listed as a ‘vulnerable’ 
species by the International Union of Conservation of Nature 
these newborn pandas, one male and one female,  are espe-
cially signifi cant. WCS has a history of successfully breeding 
red pandas as part of a cooperative breeding program called 
The Species Survival Plan.  

TWO RED PANDAS
BORN AT PROSPECT

PARK ZOO 

Newborn red pandas explore their home at Prospect Park Zoo. Photo Curtesy of Julie Larsen Maher
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New Throggs Neck Shopping Center (Bronx, NY)

www.wineliquorsuperstore.com

* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 12/25/2015

We will match printed prices from other NYC Liquor stores

Patron
Silver

$4299
750ml

1.75L is $96.67
Each with purchase

of 3 bottles

Tito’s
Vodka

$29 87
1.75l

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Wray &
Nephew

Overproof
White

$35 99
1.75l

Skyy
Vodka 80

$19 99
1.75l

New
Amsterdam

Vodka &
Flavored

$19 50
1.75l

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

750ml
Patron Silver 

Limited Edition  
$6349

1 L

750ml

Effen
Vodka

Guigal 
Cotes

du Rhone

$1250
Each with 

purchase of 3 
bottles

Absolut

750ml
750ml

Voda
Vodka

$899
1 L

$1149
1.75l

$775
750ml

Smirnoff
Vodka

$1999
1.75l

Bacardi 
Light & Gold

$1799
1.75l

Hennessy 
VS

$6199
1.75l

Dewars
White Label

$3499
1.75l

Regular,Black Cherry, Raspberry, 
Cucumber

Moet
Nectar

$4334

Each with
purchase of 3

bottles

Da Vinci 
Chianti

$916

BRING THIS AD IN

50
GET FREE POINTS 

ON REWARDS 
CLUB!

On Sale
$2699

750ml Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

750ml
Each with

purchase of
3 bottles

$3299

Louis Jadot 
Beaujolais

Villages

$1187
750ml

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

750ml
Each with

purchase of
3 bottles

Glenmorangie 
10 

$3564
750ml

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

750ml

750ml

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Moet
Imperial

$3899
750ml

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Smoke Tree
Sonoma

Chardonnay

$1391

Deloach Vineyards
Pinot Noir
Heritage
Reserve 

$834

Avion Silver 
Tequila

$4105

12/20/15 In Store 
bottle Engraving

Johnnie 
Walker Blue 

$17500
750ml

Jameson

$5043
1.5 L

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Remy 
Martin XO

On Sale
$12999

750ml
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2015 Throggs Neck Holiday Lights Contributors

Bronx Tax Man Corp

Bruckner Hobbies

Citibank

Diamond Property Group

Dr Giovanni Boiano, DDS

Dr Jane Marie Fitzgerald

East Tremont Dental Associates

G Matese Inc

Guys & Dolls Hair Salon

Louis Seafood

New York Community Bank

Redwood Pleasure Club Inc

Tasty Ladies 

Throggs Neck Urgent Medical Care

Urban Vape Inc

Wicked Wolf

Brewski’s Bar & Grill Inc

Ensign Engineering

Milea Buick GMC

Schuyler Hill Funeral Home

M
A
J
O
R

C
O
N
T
R
I
B
U
T
O
R
S

For complete list of all contributors, please go to our website: www.throggsneck.org

The Throggs Neck Merchant Association would like to wish the Throggs Neck community, and friends, a very joyous holiday 
season and a prosperous new year. The following businesses have made a signifi cant contribution. If you enjoy the holiday 

lights, please let all the contributing merchants know how much you appreciate the holiday lights in our community!
For a complete list of contributing merchants, please see the opposite page. Thank you and Happy Holidays!

Made in Puerto Rico

Crosstown Diner

Exit Realty Search

Frank Bee Stores Inc

Patricias of Tremont Restaurant

Patrick Wynne Attorney at Law

S&W Supermarket

Spotos

Stephen B Kaufman Attorney at Law

TD Bank

Tosca Marquis Corp

Weiss Realty LLC

Zeros Car Service
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3602 East Tremont Ave LLC
4101 Liquor And Wines
7-Eleven
A-1 Food Distributors
Albert Graziosa MD
Allstate - Anthony Menniti
Allstate - Earl Williams
Alpert Slobin & Rubenstein LLP
American Dry Cleaners
American Floral
Assemblyman Michael Benedetto
Big Three Liquor
Blue Skies Travel Agency
BP Amoco
Bronx Base Builders 
Bronx Penny Pincher
Bronx Physical Therapy
Bronx Vape Club
Burns and Rodriguez Tax Services
Cabo Restaurant
Cestras Pizza
China Wok
Clara Realty
Community News Group
Country Club Cigars
Creative Image by Bridget
Crown Memorial
Crystal Nail & Spa Salon
Dash Beauty Salon
Dermatology & Asscociates
Domenick Denigris Monuments
Dr Ariq Rabadi
Dr Ken Gonoud

East Tremont Food Market
El Paisano Pizza
Elegance Nails of E Tremont Inc
Emilio’s Pizza
Express Yourself
Expressions
FineFare Supermarket
Fit Body Boot Camp
Franks Pizzeria & Restaurant
Galaxy Locksmith 
Gee Star Cuts Barber Shop
Gina Ferri CPA
Green Apple Deli
Guaranteed Nails by Lily
Havanna Café
Izzy Wireless Depot Inc
J & K Food Center
J Carotenuto & Sons
Jerome Wholesale Flowers
JLP Metro Mgmt
Kaseman Family Chirpractic PC
Khims Chinese and Sushi
Law Offi ce Of Joseph Carofano
Lawler Drug Store 
American Dry Cleaners
Lobello Electric Installation
Mama Puebla
Mamajuana Café
Marie Lentini Jewelry
McDermotts of East Tremont 
Modern Fruit Market
Muscle Maker Grill
New Green Dragon

NY Hair Salon
O’Connor Carpets
Owen Golden MD
Paddys on the Bay
Pastosa
Performers Edge Dance Academy
PJ Brady’s
Power Express Mortgage Bankers 
Regina Razia Corp
Richies Meat Market
Rinos Restaurant
Robyn Burchman
Sapitos
Sisto Funeral Home
Skibbo Discount Beer & Soda
Specialist Nail Studio
Subway 
Sue L Cleaners
Throggs Neck Auto
Throggs Neck Clipper
Throggs Neck Grill
Throggs Neck Jewelers
Throggs Neck Pharmacy
Throggs Neck Vision Dr Lomonaco
Tommy’s Pizza
Travesias Café LLC
Vasquez Bookkeeping Services
Victor Quirolo Funeral Home
Villa Barone Manor
Weekend Warriors Tool Center LLC
Yamada
Zubaybe Deli

2015 Throggs Neck Holiday Lights Contributors
Please patronize these merchants. Without their support, the holiday lights would not be possible!

For more information about the Throggs Neck Merchants, go to
www.ThroggsNeckMerchants.com
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In keeping with tradition, Westchester Square became a Winter 
Wonderland last week to welcome the upcoming holiday season.  
The Westchester Square Business Improvement District and Coun-
cilman James Vacca hosted their 3rd Annual Westchester Square 
Holiday Celebration on Friday, December 4 at Owen Dolen Park 
which featured a Christmas tree lighting ceremony and a surprise 
visit by Santa Claus and his two reindeers, Spanky and Skeeter.  
Jolly Old Saint Nick was on site to distribute toys to all of the good 
boys and girls.  Adding to the merriment were the Yuletide Carol-
ers who gave a rousing performance of classic Christmas carols as 
eager guests sang together well into the night.

(Top) The Yuletide Singers Katie Zaffroni and Dan Hoy sing 
Christmas carols as Santa, 45th Precinct Captain Danielle Raia 
(right) and many neighborhood children join in the merriment. 
 Photo by Laura Stone(

(2nd photo from top) (l-r) Sandi Lusk, Westchester Square Zere-
ga Improvement Organization director; Michael Rivadeneyra, 
Councilman Vacca’s chief of staff; Tom Messina, representing 
Congressman Crowley; John Bonizio, Westchester Square Busi-
ness Improvement District chairman; Santa Claus; Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj; Captain Raia; Cathy Mitchell, Owen Dolan Recreation 
Center director; Owen Dolan Recreation Center members and 
Santa’s helpers stand in front of the lit Christmas tree. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Ikenna Taylor enjoys a chocolate penguin lollipop he received 
from Santa. Photo by Laura Stone

(Below) Spanky, one of Santa’s reindeers, is ready for his close-up.
 Photo by Laura Stone

Dominick Delpriore was excited to meet Santa and his elves, 
Sasha Ortiz and Krystal Ortiz last Friday at Westchester Square. 
 Photo by Laura Stone
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The Essential Plan
• Monthly premiums are either $0 or $20 a month 

based on income
• Low out-of-pocket costs with no deductible - 

the plan starts paying for your health care right away
• Free preventive care like checkups and screenings
Enroll ALL YEAR LONG starting November 1, 2015!

��������������	
 ��

1-888-FIDELIS  fideliscare.org
To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health Plus and
Medicaid through NY State of Health, the Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

Offered by Fidelis Care and available through NY State of Health: The Official Health Plan Marketplace

Questions? Call 1-888-FIDELIS for more information or to meet with a Fidelis Care Health
Benefit Representative.

Comprehensive Coverage: ������������������������������������
���������������� ���!���
"��������������������������������������#���$

Doctors and Hospitals Close to Home: %"�����!�����������&��#�'�������%���(�
�)��������������������*��+��*"��"�!������������"����&����������$���

How do I Qualify? %����'�������%�������������#���,
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Lehman College’s Freshman Year 
Initiative Program (FYI) has received 
the 2015 Best Practices in Student 
Retention Award from the Consortium 
for Student Retention Data Exchange 
(CSRDE) at the University of Okla-
homa. The award recognizes the Leh-
man program as a national model for 
its system-wide approach to the institu-
tion’s retention issues—rates for fi rst-
year students at the College reached 
83.4 percent, which is 20 percent higher 
than the national average.

Steven Wyckoff, director of the FYI 
Program and English Composition at 
the College, was invited to present his 
paper, along with his assistant Zenaida 
Bough, titled “Third-Semester Retention 
Success: Lehman College’s Freshman 
Year Initiative Program,” at the Consor-
tium’s National Symposium on Student 
Retention. More than 115 presentations 
were given this year, including 69 peer-
reviewed papers. More than 450 par-
ticipants attended the conference from 
229 institutions in 45 states, plus the 
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Can-
ada and Australia.

Founded by Steven Wyckoff in 1992, 

Lehman’s FYI program was the fi rst of 
its kind at the City University of New 
York. Wyckoff was charged with cre-
ating a program that would engage in-
coming students while addressing the 
high attrition rate, which at the time was 
at 51 percent.

Central to the FYI program is the cre-
ation of an interdisciplinary experience 
for freshmen. The goal of the program 
was to bond the students to each other, 
the faculty, and ultimately the College. It 
worked. By the second year of the pro-
gram, retention had climbed to 71 per-
cent, and other CUNY colleges were 
following suit.

In 2002, Lehman’s FYI program won 
its fi rst national recognition, and distin-
guished Lehman as an Institution of Ex-
cellence in the First Year of College, an 
award given by the Policy Center on the 
First Year, a national research organi-
zation.

* * *
District Attorney-elect Darcel 

Clark announced her Chairpersons for 
her Transition Committee, as well as 
the establishment of subcommittees to 
further prepare for the beginning of her 

Lehman College’s Best Practices in Student Retention Award
administration on January 1st.  

Daniel E. Karson, Chairman of Kroll 
and former General Counsel and As-
sistant Commissioner of the Depart-
ment of Investigation of the City of New 
York, and Taa Grays, Chief of Staff 
to MetLife’s General Counsel, were 
named by Clark as Co-Chairs of the 
40-member transition team. Karson 
and Grays will lead all efforts to imple-
ment the District Attorney’s priorities 
of greater transparency, accountability 
and responsiveness throughout the of-
fi ce.

Along with his experience at Kroll 
and at the City’s Department of Inves-
tigation, Karson was born and raised in 
the Bronx and also worked as a Bronx 
Assistant District Attorney serving as 
Chief of Narcotics Investigations.

Prior to beginning her time at MetLife 
twelve years ago, Grays served as a 
Bronx Assistant District Attorney in 
its Rackets Bureau for fi ve and a half 
years. She is also very active in the le-
gal community and holds leadership 
positions with several organizations, 
including president of the Metropolitan 
Black Bar Association.

In addition to the announcement of 
Co-Chairs, Clark also announced the 
creation of subcommittees and chairs 
to further organize tasks and priori-
ties throughout the transition.  They in-
clude:

The Subcommittee on Community 
Affairs and Chair Wayne McKenzie, 
General Counsel for the NYC Depart-
ment of Probation (DOP).

The Subcommittee on Internal Re-
view and Chair Catherine Christian, 
Co-Director of Legal Training and Chief 
of the Elder Abuse Unit in Manhattan 
District Attorney Cyrus Vance’s Offi ce.

The Subcommittee on Criminal Jus-
tice and Chair Marvin Ray Raskin, who 
also serves as Chairman of the Crimi-
nal Courts Committee of the Bronx 
County Bar Association.

The Subcommittee on Recruitment 
and Chair Teresa Mason,  a partner 
with Bahn Multer LLP.

The Subcommittee on the Inaugura-
tion and Chair Joyce Hartsfi eld, who also 
is the Executive Director of the Franklin 
H. Williams Judicial Commission.  

Clark also announced an additional 
three members who Clark believes will 
further add to an already stellar group 
of experienced and distinguished attor-
neys and community leaders.

Rabbi Barry Dov Katz has served 
the Bronx community at the Conser-
vative Synagogue Adath Israel of Riv-
erdale since 1998.  Rabbi Katz has 
worked with members of the congre-
gation to further the inclusion of people 
with special needs, in welcoming LGBT 
individuals and families, and in form-
ing a social group for Jewish 20’s and 
30’s in the Bronx.  Rabbi Katz served 
as President of the Riverdale-Kings-
bridge-Spuyten Duyvil Clergy Confer-
ence and as co-chair of the Bronx Bor-

ough President’s Jewish-Hispanic Task 
Force, and is also an Adjunct Lecturer 
of Professional and Pastoral Skills at 
the Jewish Theological Seminary.  

Chauncey Parker serves as an Ex-
ecutive Assistant District Attorney and 
Special Policy Advisor to New York 
County District Attorney Cy Vance, and 
also serves as the Director of the New 
York/New Jersey High Intensity Drug 
Traffi cking Area program. Parker nota-
bly also served as an Assistant U.S. At-
torney for the Southern District of New 
York, as the Director of Criminal Justice 
for New York State, and as Commis-
sioner of the New York State Division of 
Criminal Justice Services under Gover-
nor George E. Pataki.

Bishop Nancy Rosario is the co-
founder of Church of God’s Children 
in Co-op City, and also is the founder 
of R&R Team Management, a Women 
Owned Minority Business.  She also 
has served as the Legal Representa-
tive at Bronx Housing Court for Riverbay 
Corporation for over 31 years. Bishop 
Rosario is a leader in advocating for HIV 
& Hep C testing and Domestic Violence 
Awareness, and also serves as the 
clergy liaison for for the NYPD Grand-
mother’s Love over Violence.  

* * *
The College of New Rochelle 

School of New Resources has ex-
panded its CASAC Program (Creden-
tialed Alcohol and Substance Abuse 
Counseling) for non-matriculating stu-
dents to its New Rochelle and Co-op 
City campuses, beginning in spring 
2016.  The program includes training 
hours and preparation for CASAC-T cer-
tifi cation required for people to work as 
counselors with clients who have alco-
hol, drug abuse, nicotine dependence, 
and compulsive gambling addictions. 
It is targeted for non-matriculating stu-
dents seeking to work in mental health 
programs, school prevention programs, 
correctional services, and private prac-
tice, and enhances the credentials for 
clinical professionals such as social 
workers, psychologists, mental health 
practitioners, health care providers, 
and prevention specialists.

 While CASAC classes are already 
held at the College’s Brooklyn Cam-
pus and the John Cardinal O’Connor 
Campus in the South Bronx, the new 
locations will enable CNR to offer its 
CASAC-T certifi cation classes to a 
wider audience.  Students who com-
plete certifi cation receive a strong the-
oretical foundation, as well as practi-
cal training in substance use disorders 
(SUD) through the fi ve courses that 
take two semesters to complete. The 
program provides preparation for the 
NY State Offi ce of Alcoholism and Sub-
stance Abuse Services (OASAS) state 
exam.

 For additional information check the 
website www.cnr.edu/CASAC or con-
tact CASAC Program Director Victoria 
Pearson at (914) 654-5741.

• DA Clark Announces Transition Committees And Subcommittees

• College Of New Rochelle School Expands CASAC Program

• Lehman College’s Freshman Year Initiative Program

Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services.

Cleaning Completed By 1/15/16    Promo Code: DEC2
asthma & allergy friendly™��������	
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����������
��������
��������	�������

Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

ANY CLEANING SERVICE

BEYOND CARPET CLEANING
CARPET  |  TILE & GROUT  |  HARDWOOD  |  UPHOLSTERY

AREA RUG  |  24HR EMERGENCY WATER SERVICES
1-800-STEEMER®  |  stanleysteemer.com

20   OFF
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Brain   

Cervical spine

Lumbar spine

Knee

Shoulder

High-field ‘MRI 

without walls’

15 minutes

15 minutes

19 minutes

20 minutes

15 minutes

Low-field Open or 

Standup MRI 

40 minutes

30 minutes

30 minutes

45 minutes

45 minutes

For an appointment call (718) 931-5620 or visit www.udmi.net  

Time is on your side at University Diagnostic Medical Imaging! Our latest generation in open “MRI Without 

Walls” provides high-field image quality in a completely open design which takes LESS time and collects 

MORE data than a low-field open or standup MRI. That means a more accurate diagnosis in half the time. Plus, 

our completely open design provides a better patient experience. Isn’t it time you changed your radiologist.   

Time for the ‘MRI Without Walls’

1200 Waters Place, Suite M108 • Bronx, NY 10461

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.
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The Faith Foundation and the Synergi Community Improvement Association recently held 
their annual Fall Harvest Feast at East Bronx Academy Community School. The event in-
cluded various meats, salads, vegetables, sides, rices and desserts, which were given out 
to local residents in attendance.  The event was sponsored by the Faith Foundation, Synergi 
Community Improvement Association, the East Bronx Academy Community School Higher 
Praise Community Church, Phipps Neighborhoods.

EAST BRONX ACADEMY HOLDS FALL HARVEST

Event volunteers and local residents gather during the Fall Harvest Feast. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

(l-r) Iris Garcia, Cindy Camacho, Angel Palmer Rodriguez, Juzaya Garcia and Delia Rodriguez 
get ready to enjoy their food. Photo by Edwin Soto

Owner Vito Elia gives a ham to senior citizen Ann DiSero in front of his Deli at 1715 Crosby 
Avenue. Elia hands out hams to elderly citizens throughout the neighborhood every year. 

VITO’S DELI DISTRIBUTES HAMS TO SENIORS 

Owner Vito Elia gives a ham to senior citizen Ann DiSero in front of his deli. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

The third annual Allerton Christmas Tree 
Lighting took place on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 2. The lighting, which included a visit by 
Santa Claus, is sponsored by the Allerton 
International Merchants Association. 
   Pictured above, (l-r) Gene DeFrances, Al-
lerton International Merchants director (c ) 
stands with community and business lead-
ers at the event. Photo by Miriam Quin

ALLERTON CELEBRATES
TREE LIGHTING

(l-r, front) Haylee Dunn,5; Kaylene Montalvo, 
6; Madison Montalvo, 2 and Payton Dunn, 1 
spend time with mom Tina and Santa Claus. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

On Saturday, December 5, Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum held its annual ‘Holiday Family: A 
Storybook Christmas’ event. The event featured a special appearance from Sonia Manzano, 
who played Maria on Sesame Street for 44 years.  Manzano read and signed copies at the 
storybook reading of her new children’s book, ‘Miracle on 133rd Street’, which was released 
last September by publisher Simon & Schuster.

SESAME STREET’S MANZANO VISITS BARTOW-PELL

Manzano with Elena Frey following the storybook reading. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj and the New York 
Blood Center sponsored a Monday, Novem-
ber 30 blood drive to honor veterans.  A bus 
from the blood center was stationed outside 
of the assemblyman’s offi ce to accept life-
saving donations. Pictured above, (l-r) Kath-
erine Rodriguez and Tania Aird from the New 
York Blood Center stand with Renee O’Dwyer 
and Marilyne Ceilema from Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj’s offi ce in front of NYBC’s bus. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

GJONAJ, NEW YORK BLOOD CENTER’S
DRIVE HELPS VETERANS

Katherine Rodriguez (left) monitors Amanda 
Reynoso’s vitals as she donates blood. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

A fall festival was recently held on 2120 St. Raymond’s Avenue to celebrate the autumn 
season. The event, which took place just steps from P.S. 106, included games, photo booths, 
dancing and more. Both students and teachers from the school were in attendance.
    P.S. 106 teachers during the fall festival. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

FALL FESTIVAL HELD IN PARKCHESTER SCHOOL

On Sunday, December 13, modern Israeli and 
Chassidic melody performer Yoel Sharabi 
will perform at the Chanukah Celebration at 
the Young Israel of Pelham Parkway Jewish 
Center. The celebration, which is free to the 
public, will begin at 2 p.m. and include Cha-
nukah refreshments for the annual Jewish 
holiday.

YOEL SHARABI TO 
PERFORM AT YOUNG 

ISRAEL

Yoel Sharabi will perform at the Young Israel 
of Pelham Parkway Jewish Center on the 
eighth night of Hanukah. 
 Photo courtesy of Yoel Sharabi

This past Thanksgiving, restaurant owners and East 204th Street & Bainbridge Merchant As-
sociation presidents Eli Garcia and Gino Pacheco held their fi fth annual Thanksgiving event 
at their establishment, Beso Lounge. The event fed over 300 people with Fresh Direct’s do-
nation of nearly 300 turkeys and was facilitated by volunteers from Beso Lounge, Lexa Bar 
and Ischia Bravo’s campaign. Other supporters of the event included Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj and the Mosholu Preservation Corporation.
   Attendees gather during the Thanksgiving turkey donation event. 
 Photo courtesy of Beso Lounge

BESO LOUNGE DONATES TURKEYS
A fl ea market for Christmas took place at Holy Family Church in Castle Hill on Sunday, De-
cember 8. The market, taking place in the church’s Mechler Hall, allowed attendees to pur-
chase some of their holiday gifts. 

HOLY FAMILY FLEA MARKET

(l-r) Nelson Paredes, Nelson Paredes Jr. and Michelle Paredes sell handmade ceramic orna-
ments for J&M Creations, Inc. Photo by Laura Stone
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Together, We Can

ArchCare Advantage HMO SNP is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in ArchCare Advantage depends on 
contract renewal. This plan is available to anyone with Medicare who meets the Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) level of care.  This information 
is available for free in other languages. Please call our customer service number at 800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, Sunday-Saturday, 
8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  Esta información está disponible gratis en otros idiomas. Por favor llame a nuestro número de servicio al cliente al 
800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, de domingo a sábado, de 8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premi-
um. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, copayments, and restric-
tions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year.  Star ratings are based on 
five stars. Star ratings are assessed each year and may change from one year to the next.
* Maximum of $50 per month. Unused amounts do not carry over.

Together, we can keep
you healthy and enjoying life

With ArchCare Advantage HMO Special Needs Plan you get 

all the benefits of Medicare plus valuable extra features at No Additional Cost 

beyond your usual Medicare premiums.

$600 a year to spend on OTC health items* 

Doctor visits with little or no co-pay

Full prescription drug coverage 

Preventive care to keep you out of the hospital 

Your own personal care manager

Health Plans and Nursing Home Alternatives | Home Care | Skilled Nursing Care
Rehabilitation | Assisted Living | Specialized Care | Palliative Care | Hospice

We’re here to help.
800-373-3177 
TTY/TDD: 800-662-1220  
8 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
seven days a week
www.archcareadvantage.org 

H1777_Print_2016_Accepted

�����������������
ArchCare Advantage has received an

overall rating of 4 STARS (Above Average)

from Medicare.
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On Thursday, December 3, Jacobi Hospital hosted ‘The Stars Gala’ at Villa Barone Manor. The event honored Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj for his local and international humanitarian initiatives and Peter F. Nadel of Consel of Katten Muchin Rosenman 
LLP for his stellar legal achievements benefi ting healthcare, along with the hospital’s distinguished hospital honorees.

Jacobi Medical Center hosts
‘The Stars Gala’
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(l-r) Rosemary De Luca, director at Wildlife Conserva-
tion Society,  state committeeman Joseph McManus, 
Laura Guerriero, publisher of the Bronx Times, and 
Deb McManus were present at the gala. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Troy and Christine Mastin were the raffl e win-
ners of the football party at the gala. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Honoree Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, John Bonizio, Metro Optics 
owner and John Marano. Photo by Miriam Quin

Rhianna Radick with Manhattan City Music dressed up as 
Katy Perry for the gala. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r: back row) Israel Cruz, Juan Tavarez, Victor Gutierrez, (l-r: front row) Fele-
chia Pape, Samuel Leinoff and Jeri Krasnoff. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin
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(l-r) Rangers captain Ryan McDonagh; John Weed, assistant executive director BronxWorks; 
Eileen Torres, executive director BronxWorks; Rangers Dominic Moore and Emerson Etem. 
 Photo courtesy of BronxWorks

BronxWorks hosted a pre-Thanksgiving diner for families at the Carolyn McLaughlin Commu-
nity Center on Tuesday, November 17.  The dinner, which fed 273 local families, was served by 
New York Ranger players Ryan McDonagh, Dominic Moore and Emerson Etem.  The players 
also played games, took photos and signed autographs. 

RANGERS SERVE THANKSGIVING DINNER 

P.S. 304 held its Holiday Soiree on Friday, 
December 4. Students gathered around a 
Christmas tree at the school and met Santa 
Claus in what was a festive event for the 
whole family. 

P.S. 304 HOLDS HOLIDAY SOIREE

Santa Claus, portrayed by Bob Bieder, with 
the parents, teachers, staff, and children at 
the P.S. 304 Soiree. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r, back) PTA president Allison Walsh, Lisa 
Schilro-Reilly, and Joseph Nobile join with 
winners of the ugly sweater contest (l-r, 
front) Ashley, Josie, Raylynn, Kaylani and 
Mikella. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Co-op City-based New York Fire Sprinkler Council and the Mechanical Contractors Associa-
tion of New York recently announced that it raised $34,000 for the New York Firefi ghters 
Burn Center Foundation. The funding will provide crucial support for research, education 
and prevention, as well as medical care, for the city’s burn victims.

FUNDS RAISED FOR BURN CENTER FOUNDATION

(l-r) Michael Russo, James Botto, Angela Rabbit, Andrew Marrotta, Gwen Curran, Dr. James 
Gallagher, Lieutenant Ralph Longo and Timothy Bowe. 
 Photo courtesy of the New York Fire Sprinkler Council

Boxing legend Iran ‘The Blade’ Bar-
kley and his fi ancée, Pam Grahams 
got married Saturday, November 7 
at Marina del Rey. The happy couple 
were married by Bronx Supreme 
Court Judge Efrain Alvarado.
 Photo courtesy of Marina del Rey

BOXING LEGEND
MARRIED AT

MARINA DEL REY

On Thursday, December 3, Rabbi David Sandmel, director of 
Interfaith Affairs for the Anti-Defamation League, visited Car-
dinal Spellman High School. During his visit, Sandmel spoke 
to juniors and seniors about Jewish faith, the differences 
between Christianity and Judaism and the historical roots of 
anti-Semitic attitudes, among other religious topics.

RABBI SANDMEL
VISITS CARDINAL

SPELLMAN HS

Rabbi Sandmel (c) gathers with juniors and seniors from Car-
dinal Spellman High School during his visit. 
 Photo courtesy of Cardinal Spellman High School
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Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

Delivery Service 
Available

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT:
WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

SUNDAY
BRUNCH
BUFFET

$1695
per person

Soup or Tossed Caesar Salad
16 oz. Shell Steak Dinner
Potato - Vegetable
Coffee - Bread Pudding or N.Y. Cheesecake
Glass of Wine or Pint of Beer

MONDAY NIGHT 
STEAK DINNER 
SPECIAL

$25

Bobby Is Now Delivering Everyday From 4pm Until 
The Kitchen Closes...
With Prompt and Reliable Service...

Stop By This 

Holiday Season 
and Enjoy A 

Festive Holiday 
Lunch or Dinner 

In Our Decorated 
Dining Rooms.
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(l-r) Tom Messina from Congressman Joseph Crowley’s offi ce; co-worker Michele Cali; Fran-
ces Maturo; co-worker Christine Cavallucci; co-worker Steve Rabinowitz and Senator Jeff 
Klein. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

On Friday, December 4, a retirement party was held at Tosca Marquee for Frances Maturo. 
Maturo, who held positions at the Archdiocese of New York Drug Abuse Prevention Program 
and the Throggs Neck Community Action Partnership, retired after 36 years.

RETIREMENT PARTY HELD FOR FRANCES MATURO

St. Frances de Chantal School’s Young Teen Group hosted their 6th annual Lip Sync Charity 
Competition on Saturday, December 5.  This competition saw local teens ages 12 to 17 di-
vided into teams representing a charity of their choice competing in lip sync performances 
throughout the night with all proceeds donated to the winning team’s charity.  The Ace of 
Spades representing the charity Sisters of Life were named the competition’s winners and 
raised a total of nearly $1,700 in donations. Pictured above, Ace of Spades are (backrow, l-r) 
Jenny Colon, Jessie Rae Rodriguez, Sabrina Paniccia, Shalexis Rodriguez, Isabella Caputo, 
Michael Vargas, Paul Chrinotimos, (front row, l-r) Shayna Gerena, Hannah Kildoyle, Rebcca 
Scott, Andrew Socki and William Hughes. Photo by Laura Stone

ST. FRANCES HOLDS LIP SYNC COMPETITION

Competition co-organizers Sarah and Jonathan Trossa take a brief break from planning the 
evening’s charity event. Photo by Laura Stone

Ace of Spades Hannah Kildoyle and Jenny Colon lip sync Alesso’s ‘We Could Be Heroes’. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Santa and Irene Guanill, Pelham Bay Mer-
chants Association president, with Angela 
Roman, who is showing the doll she received 
from Old Saint Nick. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Valerie Rayo receives a present from Santa 
for the upcoming holidays. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) John Collazzi, Assemblyman Michael Benedetto’s chief of staff; Mike Connolly dressed 
as Santa;  Irene Guanill, PBMA president; Tony Signorile, Morris Park Community Association 
president and children united to decorate and light Keane Square’s Christmas tree. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Pelham Bay Merchants Association got into the holiday spirit by helping the public 
decorate and light Keane Square’s Christmas Tree in a festive ceremony held on Saturday, 
December 5.  Santa Claus was also in attendance to deliver gifts to all of the good boys and 
girls of the Pelham Bay neighborhood.

KEANE SQUARE CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING
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The Southern Boulevard 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict will be having the 4th 
annual coat drive on Satur-
day December 12 from 3 to 6 
p.m. 

This winter coat drive 
is a great opportunity for 
all families throughout the 
Bronx to receive free coats 
for their children during 
the holiday season. 

This year the coat distri-
bution will provide over 500 
needed winter coats to chil-
dren from size 2t to size 16. 

The BID is proud to lead 

in this drive - connecting the 
businesses in the shopping 
district to local families. 

Additionally, Santa 
Claus will be present to per-
sonally hand out each coat 
to the children.

The annual winter coat 
drive is made possible 
through our sponsors, Kid-
stuff, the Southern Bou-
levard Business Improve-
ment District, Ponce De 
Leon Federal Bank, Ur-
ban Health Plan, and with 
the support of the 41st Pre-
cinct. 

Winter coat drive Dec. 12th

BY KEN KEARNS 
As we close out 2015, Com-

munity Board 10 has been pro-
actively involved in not only 
resolving constituent con-
cerns, but by also tackling 
some very important issues 
that have a direct effect upon 
the community, such as storm 
preparedness, housing and 
health. 

CB 10 is surrounded by wa-
ter and as a result, if we were to 
have another major storm like 
Hurricane Sandy, we are quite 
vulnerable to fl ooding from 
storm surges. Our board lacks 
the basic protection of sea-
walls; of the few that we have, 
they are either inadequate or 
are in need of repair. The past 
mayoral administration, after 
Hurricane Sandy, put together 
a resiliency report, which left 
out our board, with the excep-
tion of Edgewater Park.     

This prompted the board 
to retain a Graduate Fellow 
to prepare a comprehensive 
resiliency report to provide 
us with strategies to protect 
us from the ruinous effects of 
storm surges. 

The board produced a re-
port highlighting varying 
strategies and pinpointing 
locations for the installation 
of seawalls, berms and other 
types of barriers, and sent it 
to Mayor de Blasio’s offi ce of 
Sustainability and Resiliency. 
Upon receipt, the board was 
invited to meet with the staff 
of the above offi ce. Both Mar-
tin Prince our chairman, and 
the district manager Kenneth 
Kearns met with the staff and 
discussed our report, which 
was well received, and re-
sulted in an open dialogue 
with this staff. We are happy 
to note that Hart Island, which 
was identifi ed in our report as 
a natural storm water surge 
break, recently received fund-
ing to enhance the natural 
defenses of the island, so that 
it too can be protected from 
storm surges. This represents 
a positive reception and ac-
knowledgement of our efforts 
in this area. However, there is 
still more to be done. 

Everyone knows that there 
is a housing crisis in our city. 
The rents on apartments far 
outweigh the ability of the 
average New Yorkers to pay 
them. The fact that we have 
over 68,000 homeless people, 
mostly women and children, 
is the direct result of this cri-
sis. Mayor de Blasio sought to 
address this crisis by creating 
a housing plan. Its two com-
ponents known as the Zoning 
for Quality and Affordability 
(ZQA) and Mandatory Inclu-
sionary Housing (MIH) were 
an attempt to use zoning and 

income related regulations to 
stimulate the construction of 
senior and affordable housing 
units. While the board agrees 
that there must be some plan 
to stimulate housing growth, 
we did not agree that this plan 
was the way to go. 

CB10 had spent years work-
ing with our councilmembers 
trying to downzone portions 
of our board, so that develop-
ers would not be able to build 
multiple-family high rises. We 
had the commercial zones of 
our district benefi t from the 
Lower Density Growth Man-
agement Area (LDGMA) that 
prevented strip mall style 
shopping centers from be-
ing built on streets like East 
Tremont Avenue. This was all 
done to preserve what is re-
ferred to as contextual zoning. 
We did not want to lose the 1- 
to 3-family home character of 
the community. In our consid-
ered opinion the ZQA would 
have given the City Planning 
Commission permission  to 
upzone our area (allowing 
for the construction of multi-
ple dwellings all over the dis-
trict), thus changing its char-
acter forever. 

The board also objected 
to the MIH component of the 
plan, which called for multi-
ple dwellings that contained a 
mix of income levels in a 70/30 
ratio. This means that 70% of 
the units would be at market 
rate, while 30% would be sub-
sidized. 

The economic formula en-
visioned by this plan would 
have rents that working fam-
ilies could not afford to pay, 
but also made it impossible for 
them to obtain the subsidy, be-
cause they made too much. Un-
der this scenario, just about all 
of the residents of CB10 would 
be unable to qualify for this 
new housing plan. 

These factors, plus the fact 
that neither the affordable or 
senior housing complexes en-
visioned by the plan, would 
not provide parking, and that 
no component existed for 
housing returning veterans 
and the disabled, caused our 
board to reject it. 

However, in turning it 
down, we provided a series of 
far reaching suggestions to the 
mayor, public advocate, comp-
troller and the City Council. 
All of the Bronx community 
boards and our borough presi-
dent rejected the plan. We ac-
knowledge that there is a hous-
ing problem in the city, and we 
would welcome a plan to deal 
with that situation. Unfortu-
nately, this was not it, particu-
larly when a plan of this mag-
nitude did not seek or consider 
community input prior to its 

inception. 
In the area of health aware-

ness, our board was proud to 
have passed at its full board 
meeting of November 19 a 
resolution in support of City 
Council Intro 684-2015, which 
provides for increased assis-
tance to people challenged 
by AIDS and HIV. The legis-
lation known as ‘HASA For 
All’ greatly expands the city’s 
HASA, the HIV/AIDS Services 
Administration’s abilities to 
serve people who are home-
less and poor. The legislation 
will remove the exclusion to 
allow any low income party 
challenged by HIV, to receive 
the services of HASA. Cur-
rently only those with known 
addresses, presenting symp-
toms of HIV or AIDS, are eli-
gible for HASA services. 

The current system disen-
franchises thousands of home-
less people with HIV and/or 
AIDS from receiving benefi ts. 
This legislation corrects that 
practice and allows for home-
less people and the poor, to re-
ceive enhanced clinical, trans-
portation, nutritional services 
and rental allowances. 

The City Council’s speaker 
and the Council members rep-
resenting the board’s service 
area have all been apprised of 
our interest in seeing this leg-
islation signed into law. Our 
board believes that this initia-
tive would further the exem-
plary policies of the State of 
New York in the fi ght against 
HIV/AIDS. The board also con-
gratulates the governor and 
the state legislature for this 
approach and the fact that this 
year marks the fi rst year that 
there were no in vitro trans-
missions of the HIV/AIDS vi-
rus to newborns in New York 
State. 

Readers of this column 
know that CB10 has long been 
in the forefront of efforts to 
obtain better transportation 
services for the board’s com-
munities. Back in 2010, in the 
wake of massive service cuts 
to bus service in Co-op City, 
the board worked with part-
ners at the MTA to develop a 
bus study that resulted in con-
necting bus service, replac-
ing eliminated routes and new 
limited bus service. The con-
necting bus and new limited 
runs replaced the service that 
was lost. 

Currently, the board is in 
negotiations with our part-

ners at the MTA to address 
problems in the scheduling of 
regular and express bus ser-
vice, as well as restoring local 
bus service to Wenner Place in  
the Ferry Point community. 

We continue to speak with 
Metro-North Railroad and 
Amtrak on bringing a station 
to Co-op City. 

The City of New York has 
adopted a new program to 
help those who may benefi t 
from the Senior Citizen Rent 
Increase Exemption Program 
(SCRIE) and the Disabled Rent 
Increase Exemption Program 
and (DRIE). These programs 
have been combined, and the 
city is calling its new pro-
gram the ‘NYC Rent Freeze 
Program.’ This program helps 
seniors aged 62 and over and 
those challenged by disabili-
ties to stay in their homes by 
freezing their rent. Please 
note, only qualifying disabili-
ties apply in this instance. 

Under this program prop-
erty tax credits cover the dif-
ference between the actual 
rent and the amount that the 
tenant pays for the frozen 
rent. The basic qualifi cations 
for the SCRIE component of 
the program are as follows: an 
applicant must be 62 years of 
age, be the head of the house-
hold, have a combined in-
come for all members of the 
household of $50,000 or less 
and spend 1/3 of your income 
on rent. For the DRIE compo-
nent of the program, the ba-
sic qualifi cations are that the 
applicant be 18 years of age, 
be named on the lease, have 
a combined income of $50,000 
or less, spend 1/3 of your in-
come on rent. Additionally, 
you must have been awarded 
SSI, SSDI, veterans disability 
pension and Disability-related 
Medicaid. Interested parties 
can contact 311 for additional 
information. 

The City’s Department for 

the Aging wants to know if you 
are getting all of the benefi ts 
that you are entitled to. They 
are sponsoring a ‘LiveOn NY’ 
event at 2049 Bartow Avenue 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on De-
cember 18. 

LiveOn specialists will 
be available to provide infor-
mation about such programs 
as HEAP, SCRIE, SNAP and 
Medicare. Service will be ren-
dered on a fi rst come, fi rst 
served basis. In order to as-
sist, with the eligibility re-
view, please bring proof of 
identity, address, total house-
hold income (Social Security 
award letter and tax returns) 
housing expenses (rent, mort-
gage ) a utility bill and medi-
cal expenses. 

The New York State De-
partment of Labor provides 
job counseling, resume en-
hancement and placement 
assistance for free, in the 
board’s district ffi ce, located 
at 3165 E. Tremont Avenue on 
a bi-weekly basis. The repre-
sentative is here every other 
Wednesday. Please call ahead 
for an appointment at (718) 892-
1161. 

Many of us are truly for-
tunate in having four legged 
friends; please remember to 
clean up after your dog. It is 
very important for the health 
of your dog and your neigh-
bors. Besides, there is a $250 
fi ne for failing to clean up af-
ter your pet and violating the 
pooper-scooper law. The Board 
has forwarded locations which 
need to be cleaned to the De-
partment of Sanitation. 

CB10 is available to as-
sist you with your concerns, 
please feel free to contact us at 
(718) 892-1161 or BX10@cb.nyc.
gov. Please feel free to visit our 
offi ce at 3165 E. Tremont Ave-
nue. Visit our website at www.
nyc.gov/bronxcb10. We are 
open fi ve days a week between 
9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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Courtesy Of

White Plains Road BID

White Plains Road
2 5

IS COMING TO TOWN

Sat. & Sun. Dec. 19th. & 20th.
Sat. & Sun. Dec. 12th. & 13th.

Support your Local Merchants at Pelham Parkway & White Plains Road where you will always find sales and bargins galore!

Happy Holidays

Business Improvement District

Santa Clause
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Action
Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
Most Americans take for 

granted easy access to safe and 
abundant water. Even in areas 
beset by drought, the precious 
liquid is more easily accessi-
ble and far more sanitary than 
throughout a substantial por-
tion of the globe.

However, in an exclusive in-
terview on the New York Anal-
ysis of Policy & Government 
radio program, the ‘Vernuccio/
Novak Report,’ Vincent Caprio, 
co-founder of The Water Inno-
vations Alliance  described the 
numerous ways the U.S. water 
supply is increasingly endan-
gered.  Unfortunately, due to ob-
solescent equipment, pipelines 
that are far beyond their useful 
life, terrorist threats and cyber 
attacks from nations such as 
China, the future holds signifi -
cant uncertainty and peril.

Caprios’ concerns are 
shared by many organizations 
and individuals who have care-
fully examined the U.S. water 
infrastructure.

The American Waterworks 
Association in its report, “Bur-
ied no longer: confronting 
America’s  water infrastruc-
ture challenge” notes that “re-
storing existing water systems 
as they reach the end of their 
useful lives and expanding 
them to serve a growing popu-
lation will cost at least $1 tril-
lion over the next 25 years, if 
we are to maintain current 
levels of water service. Delay-
ing the investment can result 
in degrading water service, in-
creasing water service disrup-
tions, and increasing expendi-

tures for emergency repairs. 
Ultimately we will have to face 
the need to ‘catch up’ with past 
deferred investments, and the 
more we delay the harder the 
job will be when the day of 
reckoning comes. In the years 
ahead, all of us who pay for 
water service will absorb the 
cost of this investment, pri-
marily through higher water 
bills. The amounts will vary 
depending on community size 
and geographic region, but in 
some communities these infra-
structure costs alone could tri-
ple the size of a typical family’s 
water bills. Other communities 
will need to collect signifi cant 
‘impact’ or development fees 
to meet the needs of a growing 
population. Numerous com-
munities will need to invest for 
replacement and raise funds 
to accommodate growth at the 
same time. Investments that 
may be required to meet new 
standards for drinking water 
quality will add even more to 
the bill.

The McWane organization 
concurs. “Unknown to most 
Americans, the United States 
faces today a severe crisis, a na-
tionwide network of aging wa-
ter and sewer infrastructure. 
In the next few decades, most 
American cities and coun-
ties will be forced to replace 
their current infrastructure 
with new pipes that will bring 
clean water to the homes of the 
American people. Today’s in-
frastructure was installed by 
our great-great grandparents 
and great grandparents. … It is 
time to provide the infrastruc-

ture to provide clean water for 
our grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.”

The immediate nightmare 
scenario facing the U.S. water 
supply is hostile action, either 
from terrorists or an adver-
sarial government that would 
employ cyber warfare (or the 
threat of it) against the infra-
structure. Kevin Coleman, 
writing in Directions maga-
zine, writes that “There are 
nearly 50,000 community and 
200,000 public and private wa-
ter systems in operation today. 
Concerns have been raised 
over protecting the nation’s 
water supply from terrorist at-
tacks. [A] grim warning from 
Health and Human Services 
Secretary Tommy Thompson 
acknowledged the threat. In his 
resignation speech he stated 
that an attack on our food or 
water supply would be ‘so easy 
to do.’… the EPA has set up a 
special task force to enhance 
protection efforts already un-
derway.

Gay Porter DeBileon de-
scribes terrorist threats to wa-
ter infrastructure. “Three at-
tributes are crucial to water 
supply users. There must be 
adequate quantities of water on 
demand; it must be delivered at 
suffi cient pressure; and it must 
be safe for use. Actions that af-

fect any of these three factors 
can be debilitating for the in-
frastructure,”  according to 
the water sector summary re-
port crafted by the presidential 
commission tasked with pre-
senting a case for increased se-
curity measures of the nation’s 
infrastructure (President’s 
Commission, 1997). A variety 
of methods could be used to un-
dermine these three essential 
functions of a water supply sys-
tem:

“Physical destruction. 
Many observers believe that 
physical destruction of water 
system components or the dis-
ruption of a water supply is 
a much more likely scenario 
than a contamination event.

“Bioterrorism/Chemical 
Contamination… bioterrorism 
is a buzzword that catches im-
mediate attention. Technically, 
the term refers to massive con-
tamination by a microbiologi-
cal agent, but there is also con-
cern about contamination by a 
toxic chemical, both of which, 
under certain circumstances, 
can be considered weapons of 
mass destruction (WMD). Ma-
jor Donald C. Hickman, in a 
paper urging better protection 
of US Air Force water systems 
against deliberate contamina-
tion, cites the release of sew-
age into a Bohemian reservoir 
by Nazi agents, the dumping of 
animal carcasses and hazard-
ous materials into the majority 
of Kosovo’s wells, and the use of 
cherry laurel water, which con-
tains cyanide, by Nero against 

his enemies in ancient Rome, to 
build his case (Hickman, 1999.

“Backfl ow… most every 
home and building on a public 
water system has unprotected 
access to the distribution sys-
tem… Contaminants could 
also be introduced into a sys-
tem in distribution reservoirs 
and through fi re hydrants.

“Cyber attack. The threat 
and reality of cyber attacks can 
affect the entire infrastruc-
ture network. Prof. James T. 
Lambert of the University of 
Virginia, in a presentation to 
the participants of a US Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
(USEPA) sponsored workshop, 
cited research showing that 
many water utility …systems 
are susceptible to hacking, 
which could result in disclo-
sure or theft of sensitive infor-
mation, corruption of informa-
tion, or, at the worst extreme, 
denial of service (USEPA/DOE 
Workshop: Lambert)…”

A long-term interruption of 
the water supply can result in 
a greater risk of mass disrup-
tion than almost any other ca-
lamity. Governments at all lev-
els need to begin preparations 
to protect the systems from the 
immediate threat of terrorist 
or cyber attack, and the inevi-
table and upcoming crises from 
the obsolescence of the nation’s 
dated infrastructure.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio broad-
casts at amfm247.com, and visit 
our website at comactainc.com

BY MICHAEL P. MCNERNEY
The next meeting of the 

Country Club Civic Associa-
tion will be held on Wednes-
day, December 16, at 7:30 
p.m.

This meeting serves not 
only as our standard monthly 
congregation, but as our an-
nual holiday party. 

Last year our December 
event was not only well at-
tended, but was truly en-
joyed by all. 

This year we hope to 
make this festivity even big-
ger and better. 

Any imperative business 
will be discussed at the com-
mencement of our gathering, 
and no guest speakers are 
scheduled to be presented. 

We will then partake in 
the enjoyment of each oth-
ers company, while savoring 
the many food and beverage 
items provided by both the 
association, and our mem-
bership.

 If you would like to do-
nate such items, please con-
tact our event coordinator 

Angela Ryan at (646) 299-
3680. 

We wish everyone a very 
happy holiday season.

The location of the meet-
ing is the cafeteria building 
of the Villa Maria Academy, 
located at 3833 Country Club 
Road. 

This is the building im-
mediately to your left upon 
entering the campus.   

The association can be 
reached via mail at P.O. Box 
211, Bronx, NY 10465, and 
via telephone at (718) 823-
1814. Be sure to check our 
answering machine message 
for updated notifications re-
garding any changes to our 
meetings.

Please remember, “Take 
pride in your community; 
your home extends beyond 
your property line.”

There is a new yet fa-
miliar spirit emanating 
from Parkchester Chorus.  
Come, see and hear what 
Parkchester Chorus is talk-
ing about.  Under director 
Miles Fellenberg’s leader-
ship and accompanied by Jo-
seph Yungen, a new program 
has developed for this winter 
concert.  The spirit of this 

holiday season comes through 
“Frostiana”. 

“Frostiana” is music writ-
ten by Randall Thompson to 
seven poems by renowned 
American poet, Robert Frost.  
This year’s holiday concert 
also includes works by Haydn, 
Mozart and Beethoven as well 
as traditional holiday music.   
It will be presented on Sunday, 

December 13, 4 p.m., at the 
First Lutheran Church of 
Throggs Neck, 2075 Baisley 
Avenue. 

This concert is preformed 
free of charge, however a free-
will offering will be taken.

For more information, 
visit Facebook or the website 
http://www.parkchestercho-
rus.org.

Frostiana at Parkchester Chorus

 The E. 204th Street Bain-
bridge Avenue Merchants 
along, with MAS, Beso 
Lounge, Leroy Pharmacy, La-
Sorsa and Foodtown, present 
the 5th annual Santa Comes 
To Town holiday event. It will 
be presented on Saturday, 
December 12, at 314 E. 204th 
Street outside of Leroy Phar-
macy from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

“Santa Comes to Town,” is 
an annual event in which the 

local merchants and sponsors 
have a toy drive for all chil-
dren ages 2-12 years old. 

In previous years, more 
than 800 children and their 
families arrived and received 
free gifts! This year the holi-
day toy drive will also feature 
Christmas-themed face paint-
ing, delicious popcorn, music 
and photos with Santa!

 The event is sponsored by: 
the 204th Street Bainbridge 

Avenue Merchants Associa-
tion, Prestige car Service, Le-
roy Pharmacy, Beso Lounge, 
Foodtown, Assemblymen 
Mark Gjonaj and Andrew Co-
hen, Ischia Bravo, McDon-
alds, BX Computers, Crunch 
Gym, La Sorsa, V.I.M., Well-
care, C&S Value, Mosholu 
preservation Corporation, 
Perry Avenue Family Medical 
Center, and Green Mountain 
Energy.  

Santa comes to Bainbridge Avenue
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TOM ALLON

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Tom wants answers to his security questions

Have we really all be-
come convinced that 
we are under constant 

terrorist threat?
The New York Times seems 

to thing so. In the wake of the 
San Bernardino shootings, it 
ran an article titled, “ ‘I Think 
About It Daily’: Life in a Time 
of Mass Shootings.”

But is this true? 
Seems to me that since 9-11, 

we’ve learned we’re made of, if 
not sterner stuff, then at least 
more rational stuff: We know 
that violence is random and 
rare.

Yes, rare. Especially here. 
Let’s talk about local crime 

for a sec.
In New York City, as in most 

of the country, crime peaked 
around 1993 and has been go-
ing down pretty steadily since 
then. In 1990, there were 2,245 
murders in the city. Last year 
the number here was 333.

That’s an amazing drop. 
But what about this very 

instant? Isn’t crime suddenly 
“surging,” as the headlines 
suggest?

The Brennan Center for Jus-
tice at the New York University 

School of Law crunched the 
numbers we’re hearing about. 
It found that while the murder 
rate is projected to go up 11 per-
cent in America’s 30 largest cit-
ies this year — a stat that does 
sound alarming — the num-
bers are still far lower than 10 
or even fi ve years ago. Here in 
New York, the projected num-
ber of murders by year-end is 
357. 

That is sad, of course. But 
as the report notes, “in abso-
lute terms, murder rates are 
so low in many cities now that 
even an increase or decrease 
of just a few occurrences can 
cause a large change in per-
centage terms.”

For instance: If one person 
in a million dies from a deadly 
spider bite and the next year 
two people die this weird, icky 
way, that’s a 100 percent in-
crease. But it’s not as if deadly 
spiders are taking over Amer-
ica. (Yet!)

The picture gets clearer if 
we think in terms of deaths per 
100,000. 

“In 1990, there were 29.3 
murders per 100,000 residents,” 
according to the report, which 

cited FBI and police statistics. 
“In 2000, there were 13.8 mur-
ders per 100,000. Now there are 
9.9 per 100,000.”

So while the “Murder Rate 
Up!” makes for a paper-sell-
ing headline, “Americans Far 
Safer Than They Were 20, 10, 
and Even Five Years Ago!” is 
just as true. 

When I spent 14 years at the 
New York Daily News, my edi-
tor would sometimes remind 
me that people read the paper 
because, “They want to know 
what can kill them.”

But that isn’t precisely the 

case. No one is writing thumb-
suckers about the fear of heart 
disease. Only the most shock-
ing and unpredictable deaths 
get this kind of treatment. And 
these reinforce the idea that 
simply by stepping out of your 
home — or, god forbid, letting 
your child step out of the home 
— death beckons.

The Times chose to rein-
force the idea that not only we 
are all panicking about mass 
shootings, but that this dread 
is normal and perhaps even 
sensible after the California 
and Colorado murders. It did 
this by surveying the public 
with an online question: “How 
often, if ever, do you think 
about the possibility of a shoot-
ing in your daily life?”

Naturally, the people who 
answered are those for whom 
this question resonates — 
many of them apparently crip-
pled by an all-consuming fear 
of random violence. 

“I would say I think about 
the possibility of a shooting in 
my life regularly,” wrote one 
15-year-old.

The parents who responded 
sounded even more terrifi ed. 

They wrote things like, “The 
oldest of my three children is 
in kindergarten. They have 
lockdown drills. I imagine 
the fear and chaos of a school 
shooting. The children, my 
son, the life and love that can 
be taken away. How will I live 
with myself if something hap-
pens to them? I’m so scared.”

And another: 
“Is this the day? Will a 

shooter pick my daughter’s 
school because it only has one 
access road? What will she be 
thinking as she cowers in a 
closet? Or under a desk? Will 
she be crying for me?”

But the odds overwhelm-
ingly say she will simply go 
about her day and take her 
math test. 

Crime is at historic lows. 
We are lucky to be living in 
such safe times. Until we em-
brace reality instead of the 
headlines, we will not be able 
to enjoy life or let our kids out-
side. 

That is a tragedy.
Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 

speaker and the author and 
founder of the book and blog 
Free-Range Kids.

We don’t have to feel afraid after San Bernadino

Stella, Caesar, Blondie, 
Chris, Doreen, Char-
lie, Pumpkin, Tickles, 

and Oreo are just some of the 
names of New York horses that 
have been killed or injured 
while working.

Working, really? That 
would imply choice, right? It’s 
really no different than an el-
ephant in chains in the circus. 
Like the decorated elephant, 
carriage-horses have more 
pain than pomp in their day. 

And why is politics getting 
in the way of their release from 
this prolonged bondage? Which 
Council members are saying 
“Neigh!” to their redemption?

We’re going to make a 
naughty list below. These 
council members should only 
get coal in their socks this hol-
iday season because they are 
standing in the way of humane 
treatment of our horses. But 
fi rst, here’s some context.

In 2013, when candidate 
Bill de Blasio was running for 
mayor, he vowed to ban horse-
drawn carriages in New York 
City. On “Day One,” he said. 
Well, now it’s past “Day 700.”

New York has the highest 
carriage-horse accident rate 
in the country. Other cities, 
like Palm Beach, Santa Fe, Las 

Vegas, Toronto, and Salt Lake 
City have banned this anti-
quated practice. 

Sure, it was lovely to have a 
horse take you for a ride when 
we needed the transportation. 
But why is it necessary now? 
Should a horse have no access 
to pastures, have a nine-hour 
workday, ride between SUV’s 
and taxis honking and blowing 
exhaust fumes in their faces? 
Should fl ight animals that get 
“spooked” by loud sounds be 
the victims of an industry that 
insists upon their backbreak-
ing work so that they can make 
a living? 

There are other ways for 
them to make a living, and NY-
Class, an animal rights orga-
nization, has come up with a 
healthy alternative to the ugly 
and cruel industry. Electric 
cars. Awesome, fancy, cool-
looking electric that cars can 
take tourists on rides through 
Central Park and the congested 
streets of Manhattan. 

The big problem in all of 
this is that we have political 
gamesmanship interfering 
with what is really a humani-
tarian issue. In 2013, de Blasio 
repeatedly and emphatically 
said he would solve this issue.

de Blasio blames the Coun-

cil. Well, he’s partially right, 
because he does need their 
votes to ban this industry, 
but it seems that if he pushed 
harder he could have secured 
the 26 votes needed to pass the 
law to ban the horse-drawn 
carriages in New York City. 

But good news may be on 
the way. On Nov. 25 de Blasio 
proposed a compromise that 
would limit the carriage horses 
to Central Park, keeping them 
off the city’s streets. He has 
also proposed building stables 
inside the park so that the 
horses don’t have to walk the 
1–2 miles back to their stables 
in Hell’s Kitchen. And fi nally, 
this compromise suggests re-
ducing the number of working 
horses from more than 200 to 
about 70. 

Just to be sure, the Coun-
cil members must once again 
hear our voices — we do care 
for all beings. 

So we’re naming the City 
Council “Neighsayer.” Let’s 
put pressure on them for this 
new proposal, which is not per-
fect but a heck of a lot more hu-
mane.

In Brooklyn:  Robert Cor-
negy; Rafael Espinal; Daneek 
Miller; Jumaane Williams.

In Queens: Costa Con-

stantinides; Elizabeth Crow-
ley;  Karen Koslowitz; Rory 
Lancman.

In Manhattan: Corey 
Johnson.

In the Bronx: Andy King
Like Mahatma Gandhi 

once said: “The greatness of a 

nation and its moral progress 
can be judged by the way its 
animals are treated.”

Tom Allon is president of 
City & State NY. Reach him at 
tallon@cityandstateny.com. 
Rebecca Cohen is a lifelong 
“Horse Hero.”
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EXTRAVAGANZA!

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Injections

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST LASER TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer 
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

LAZER HAIR  
“REMOVAL”  

EXTRAVAGANZA
Call us for our 

winter specials!
TRADE THE RAZOR FOR THE LAZER!

Free consultation. Limited time offer.

GIFT
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal 

Electrolysis    

Botox   

Fillers  

 hCG Weight Loss Program

Hormone Replacement Therapy

Chemical Peels

 Skin Tightening

BEFORE

AFTER

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert Graziosa 
has been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led many 
patients to live 
more happy and 
healthy lives.

B
E
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R
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A
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VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

3611A East Tremont Ave. 
Bronx, NY

347-281-5576

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start hCG  
Weight Loss Program

LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 
20–40 lb. LIGHTER

LOSE  
½–2 lb. PER DAY
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BY RAPHAEL SCHWEIZER
Visual Poetry

On Sunday, December 20 
from 5 to 10 p.m., join Bronx 
artists Alice Elisabeth and Fe-
lix ‘See Arts’ Caballero for, Vi-
sual Poetry, an opening recep-
tion displaying their artwork.

This free event will feature 
music by independent artists 
Sean Elliot, The ‘Afro Jedi’, 
Na Na B., DJ Gravy, DJ Junior 
Vibes and more. It will take 
place inside the the Mott Ha-
ven Bar & Grill Art Gallery, 
located at 1 Bruckner Boule-
vard.

You may know Alice from 
Bronx Park East Community 
Association’s Thwaites Block 
Party where she was one of the 
tabling artists, displaying her 
brilliant works.

As co-founder of B-PECA, I 
feel that supporting and high-
lighting the works of artists 
(especially Bronx ones) is one 
of the most important parts of 
community advocacy. After 
all, the artists are the heroes: 
They communicate and keep 
alive the most spiritual and 
poignant part of living, as they 
play their music, paint their 
portraits and express human-
ity through these and other 
mediums. And they need all 
our support, including yours 
on December 20.

Art Exhibition

Alice Elisabeth has lived in 
the Bronx for two years now. 
She moved here to be closer to 
her boyfriend’s job and to live 
on higher ground after Hur-
ricane Sandy destroyed their 
Rockaway Beach, Queens 
apartment. Alice has made 
NYC her home for over 20 
years now, taking up resi-
dence in four out of fi ve bor-
oughs. She is now employed in 
the only art supply store in the 
borough.

Multiple encounters with 
ecstatic customers declaring 
their joy and excitement to-
wards the newly established 
Artist & Craftsman Supply 
on E. 225th and White Plains 
Road, have indicated that this 
new edition to the community 
is a positive thing. Not only 
has the store created jobs, it al-
lows the people of the Bronx to 
further explore the arts. It pro-
vides a more complete picture. 
It fi lls the void for what was so 
desperately needed; better ac-
cess to the arts. Here is an ex-
ample of a positive community 
development in many people’s 
opinion.

However, where do we 

draw the line? When does an 
addition to the neighborhood 
fall under the category of neg-
ative and hurtful? A now in-
famous billboard in the south 
Bronx promises “luxury liv-
ing, world class shopping, and 
fi ne dining…

Many think that the Bronx 
already has these things. Al-
ice is blessed to live on the pe-
rimeter of Bronx Park, sur-
rounded by trees, a variety of 
different cultures and unique 
people. In turn, she is sur-
rounded by rich history and 
prominent landmarks. The 
New York Botanical Garden 
is her backyard and Café Co-
lonial Restaurant and Grill 
on the corner of Brady Avenue 
and White Plains Road offers 
exquisite cuisine. 

Alice’s hometown of Rock-
away Beach, Queens has been 
experiencing a similar bout of 
interest from outsiders.

She can’t help but link the 
connection between Rock-
away and where she lives 
now. People from Rockaway 
always knew the peninsula 
was unique from the start, 
even before it caught the 
eye of these outsiders. They 
feel as if they are discover-
ing something new, however 
many have already put the 
hard work and unconditional 
love in. They think they can 
make it ‘better’, but it has al-
ways been good.

True Luxury

The two-artist show on 
Sunday, December 20 will be 
taking place at the Mott Ha-
ven Bar & Grill Art Gallery 
- a neighborhood staple and 
long-time supporter of locals. 
Ironically this establishment 
is directly across the street 
from Lucien Smith’s expired 
Halloween soiree at the future 
location of Chetrit Group and 
Somerset Partner’s luxury 
high-rises.

This event was celebrated 
amongst one-percenters and 
the wanna-be elite. They are 
being credited with the re-
vitalization of the neighbor-
hood. The event was labeled 
an ‘art happening.’ But what 
do bullet-riddled junk cars 
and staged burning trash cans 
have to do with art? Are they 
another example of contempo-
rary conceptual art with some 
grandiose deep underlying 
meaning or message? Or is it a 
transparent representation of 
the ignorance of the outsider’s 
perception of a place they have 
no real connection to, under-

standing of, or care for? 
For all the appreciation 

that Alice may feel for her sur-
roundings, she still has to ask: 
“How do I live in a community 
symbiotically and maintain 
harmony within myself when 
I acknowledge that I may be 
adding to the gentrifi cation 
of this place? Am I welcome 
here? Am I adding to or sub-
tracting from this place?”

She believes that living 
with love and positivity, while 
maintaining an awareness 
and respect, is key. She knows 
that she must be aware of and 
possess respect for those who 
came before her and for those 
who are here now. Alice wants 
to pay homage to the people, 
specifi cally the women, that 
she lives amongst, and to the 
places she draws inspiration 
from. It is highly important 
to recognize these people and 
places.

Alice & Felix’s Work

In the continuation of Al-
ice’s study of the female fi g-
ure she explores the theme of 
respect and love for women 
and the surrounding environ-
ment. She pairs a paradise-
like fantasy with powerful 
portraiture. Alice has drawn 
much of her inspiration from 
the New York Botanical Gar-
den and from women she has 
met in the Bronx.

Felix ‘See Arts’ Caballero 
is a born and bred Bronxite. 
He has grown with this place 
and as he has matured- so has 
his art. He creates work that 
is inspired by his experience 
of life here.

Felix wants to see his com-
munity elevated. While he 
feels strongly that newcom-
ers who are quick to ‘claim’ 
the Bronx are not credible, he 
acknowledges that change is 
needed. He has a keen aware-
ness that the tides are indeed 
changing and that it will af-
fect him and his family. Felix 
feels that through his love and 
appreciation of art he will be 
able to conquer whatever chal-
lenges he faces.

To Felix the term ‘Visual 
Poetry’ is quite literal and sig-
nifi es his preferred channel of 
communication. As a self-pro-
fessed shy being, he fi nds that 

instead of words, visual art is 
his go-to form of expression. 
He speaks through his work 
in painterly protest.

Felix is concerned with 
gaining a technical under-
standing of mediums, and 
with the exploration of the 
processes in which to use said 
mediums. He is a new age tra-
ditional painter- a rarity in to-
day’s digital world. He offers a 
new thoughtfulness to an old 
practice.

Through this exhibit the 
artists would like to create a 
discussion about the social is-
sues that many are currently 
facing, not only in The Bronx, 
but anywhere there is a dis-
proportionate difference in 
income and ‘class.’ It feels as 
though this gentrifi cation is 
inevitable, manifest destiny if 
you will.

What is the solution to this 
fast-approaching situation? 
Conscious acknowledgment 
of the circumstances that low 
and middle class income fami-
lies and small businesses will 
face is only the beginning.

When will the endless cy-
cle of apathy end? When will 
the exploitation and disposal 
of the people be recognized 
and accounted for?

So, does Alice Elisabeth 
detract or does she add to the 
Bronx? What does she have to 
offer?

Presently she is offering 
her art and her conscious 
awareness: She can only hope 
that it is well received.

This event on Sunday, De-
cember 20 is a mature look 
at an extensive collection of 
two emerging artists. A gen-
uine approach to producing 
thought-provoking pieces that 
are traditional in medium and 
execution. Contrasting in that 
they do not have the backing 
of multi-millionaire real es-
tate moguls, or a trending So-
theby’s darling artist.

Where they do not have 
the luxury of this kind of plat-
form, they will always have 
the Bronx.

(The above biography of Al-
ice and Felix was written by 
Alice Elisabeth and used here 
with her permission.) 

Freestyle Friday 12/18 

On Friday, December 18 
Kenny Agosto and myself will 
be spearheading the 6th Open 
Mic event at Gasolina Lounge 
- and this time it’s a ‘Smack-
down’.

Over 20 Bronx/NYC per-
forming artists will showcase 

their talents for the $150 cham-
pionship prize, voted on by 
you, the attendees. The show 
starts at 7 p.m. sharp and 
takes place in ‘Gasolina’ at 
2525 Boston Road (by Mace Av-
enue). If you’d like to perform, 
text or call me at (347) 654-7044 
or email raphaelschweizer2@
gmail.com. It is $5 at the door 
for all artists and attendees. 
All performers must arrive by 
7:30 p.m. (no exceptions).      

All artistic genres, styles 
and mediums are welcomed. 
There are always more events, 
activities and thought-provok-
ing news going on than can 
be written in this column. To 
access it, join our facebook 
group at www.facebook.com/
bxparkeast, or view our pub-
lic webpage (no fb account 
needed) at facebook.com/bx-
parkeast . B-PECA is also on 
Instagram now by following @
bronxparkeastcommunity.

If you’re not social media-
savvy, you can sign up to re-
ceive our text message noti-
fi cations by texting ‘YES’ to 
(347) 654-7044 or emailing YES 
to bxparkeast@gmail.com. 
Because it’s still all about the 
YES movement. YES. YES. 
YES. (Yet another wrestling 
reference)

The Artist As Hero

To end this column, I’d like 
to quote 18th century classi-
cal composer Joseph Haydn, 
as depicted in the 2003 BBC 
movie ‘Eroica’. 

My middle school mu-
sic teacher Mitch Rubensky 
had long recommended that I 
watch this cinematic account 
about the fi rst performance of 
Ludwig van Beethoven’s 3rd 
‘Eroica’ Symphony in 1805. 
And now I understand why.

The quote from the movie, 
seen below, guides each open 
mic and artist-centered event 
that I or B-PECA helps orga-
nize, and is representative of 
the true stature of musicians, 
dancers, poets and other per-
formers in our consciousness.

After sitting down to wit-
ness the fi rst performance 
of the fi nal movement of 
Beethoven’s revolutionary 
Third Symphony, the rela-
tively conservative musician 
Joseph Haydn - after expres-
sions of astonishment, dis-
dain, and consternation  - fi -
nally exclaimed the following 
to others who had sat with 
him and witnessed this his-
toric performance: ‘The artist 
as hero. Everything is differ-
ent, from today...”

FOR ADVERTISING RATES AND 
INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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BY LYNN GERBINO
We had our last meeting 

until March on the Tuesday 
before Thanksgiving. Our 
thanks goes out to Dan Hogle 
who spoke on Senator Jeff 
Klein’s ‘zombie property’ leg-
islation and what we can do to 
help it pass in the state legis-
lature.

There are numerous aban-
doned properties in our area 
and we are doing the best we 

can to stay on top of what can 
be legally done at this point.  
We have had one particular 
property scourging Schley Av-
enue and it has been ongoing 
for too many years. Let’s hope 
we can get some movement on 
abandoned properties in our 
community.

Speaking of community 
scourges, the new Casa has 
opened on East Tremont Ave-
nue in the old Benjamin Moore 

paint store and has caused a 
ruckus already. There was 
a stabbing, allegedly an out-
come of a dispute between 
customers. There was blood 

spilled on Tremont Avenue. 
We will not tolerate an estab-
lishment such as this and we 
will make sure that if they op-
erate in our community, they 
operate lawfully and peace-
fully. We are writing to the 
State Liquor Authority to ask 
them to monitor this situation 
and to suspend licensing if 
Casa is not following the letter 
of the law. The end.

It’s dues time again. If you 

are able, please send your 2016 
dues now. Please send a $15 
check to:Throggs Neck Hom-
eowners, P.O. Box 25, Throggs 
Neck Station, Bronx, NY 
10465.

If you need us, please call 
us at (718) 823-0327 or mes-
sage us at our Facebook page, 
Throggs Neck Homeowners 
Association.

Please have a wonderful 
week.

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
First off, a giant thank you 

to Lisa Hom and her girl scout 
troops: 1202, 1209, 1182, 1180, 
and 1185. Thesel ladies are out 
of OLA and P.S. 71. They have 
donated stuff for the vets in the 
past and are still at it. 

The Jericho Project is out 
there helping vets fi nd jobs, 
increasing vets career skills, 
housing and other critical ser-
vices. So, if you need help with 

housing, jobs, family programs, 
vet initiatives and homeless 
prevention, call (347) 468-8462 
or log onto: www.jerichoproj-
ect.otg or vetjobs@jerichoproj-
ect.org They are located at 210 
E. 43rd Street, NY.

I want to take this moment 
to wish every one a Happy 
Chanukah, Merry Christmas, 
Happy Kwanzaa and to you 
atheists, have a good Friday.

We are solid on the Christ-
mas Party at the VA. We re-

ceived an anonymous $100 gift 
card to be spent on said party. 
This time it will be a pizza 
party.

Dues are still due. Get them 
in ASAP or you will be dropped 

from the rolls per Commander 
George Brins.

We are still accepting non-
perishable  food stuffs as well 
as clothing. Please no rags, 
ripped or soiled items. we can 
use men’s, women’s and chil-
dren’s clothing. Thank you in 
advance. Use the pub entrance, 
if  closed, leave items on the ta-
bles inside the fence.

Trivia Time
Guam falls to the Japanese 

on December 10, 1941.

Germany and Italy declare 
war on the U.S. on December 
11, 1941. What nerve.

The fi rst motel opened in 
San Luis Obispo on December 
12, 1925.

Abel Tasman discovered 
New Zealand on December 13, 
1642.

December 14, 1799, saw the 
death of George Washington. 

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch and 
God bless.

BY AL BELFIORE
I’m happy to announce that 

our Locust Point elections are 
over and our president, Joe 
Donovan, along with a new 
vice president, Ann Kelly, has 
been re-elected.

Joe is a lifelong resident of 
Locust Point and is one of our 
most valued members of the 
board of directors.   Congradu-
lations to both Joe and Ann and 
I look forward to working with 

them in 2016. The positions of 
board secretary and treasurer 
were not contested, so Margue-
rite Allard and Eddie Toth re-
main in their respected offi ces. 
Most of our other board mem-
bers, including myself, have 
also been re-elected and there 
will be a few new additional 
faces as well.

On another note, Friday, De-
cember 11 at 6 p.m., there will 
be Kid’s Night at the civic that 

will include arts and crafts fol-
lowed by the movie ‘Polar Ex-
press’. The kids can come in 
their pajamas and cookies and 
hot chocolate will be served. 

Saturday, December 12 at 10 
a.m. will be our annual ‘Break-
fast With Santa’. This event is 
always a rousing success. Do-
nations are $5 for adults and $3 
for each child. Breakfast will 
include eggs, sausage, bacon, 
pancakes, bagels, cereal, coffee 
and tea. Everyone is invited, 
just bring a small gift for each 
child, because Santa Claus will 
be making a visit.

The next Meditation Mind 

Series will be on Tuesday, De-
cember 15 at 7 p.m. Come by 
and relax with a guided medi-
tation and supportive essential 
oils. All are invited. Contact 
Sherrill for more information 
(917) 682-1553.  Come by on Fri-
day, December 18 at 6 p.m. for 
our Christmas cocktail party 
and caroling.   Events in Jan-
uary will include Octoberfest 
and adult games of chance. De-
tails will follow. 

BY ANDREW CHIRICO
Our Christmas tree light-

ing was held Sunday, Decem-
ber 6. Santa handed out 175 
gifts to the children at Sch-
neider Sampson Park / cor-
ner of Bruckner Boulevard 
and Baisley Avenue.

We want to thank the 
many people who donate 
their time and talents for our 
Christmas Tree lighting in 
the park. The beautiful horse 
drawn coach is provided by 
the McGill Family and Cha-
teau Stables Inc. coaches 
are available for all of your 
special occasions weddings, 
proms or any occasion where 
you need extra horse power. 
For information call  (212) 
246-0520   or   www.chateaust-
ables.net,  also Barino’s Ca-

tering of Country Club  for 
providing the refreshments  
(718) 828-9200 and Colonial 
Home Improvements (Bronx) 
718-882-1586.

A Special thank you to 
Senator Jeff Klein, Coun-
cilman James Vacca, John 
Doyle and Commuity Board 
10 district manager Kenneth 
Kearns who came by to help 
Santa and greet the children, 
and of course, Santa’s helpers  
Scott Bernard, Annie Boller, 
Andrew Chirico,  Clara Chir-
ico, Linda Esposito, Anthony 
Ferrara, Dawn Granieri, 
Frankie Granieri, Nicholas 
Granieri,  Danielli Kuletsky, 
Joseph Kuletsky,  Joanne 
Murphy, Mary Jane Mu-
sano,  Fannie Scalfani, Ma-
ria Scalfani, James Schefl en. 

Virginia Strasser and Mi-
chele Torrioni and ‘Angie the 
Horse’.

This years’ event was a 
struggle the entire event was 
staged by our volunteers and 
donations from the above 
mentioned business. To all 
of the members of the Water-
bury LaSalle Community and 
Homeowners Association we 
would like to wish you a Merry 
Christmas, Happy Chanukah 
and a Happy New Year. 

We hope to see you at our 
monthly membership meet-

ings. The second Thursday 
of each month at P.S. 14  7:30 
p.m. The members who help 
us put on this event and oth-
ers events are all volunteers, 
no one gets paid, but these 
events cost money so we ask 
that you join our Pelham 
Bay Taxpayers if you live in 
the Pelham Bay area.  Please 
read our weekly column in 
the Bronx Times Reporter 
for news that affects you as 
a member of our commu-
nity. We are on top of issues 
that concern you like zoning, 
traffi c, parking, (or the lack 
of parking) and graffi ti and 
car thefts.

We ask that you use the 
above mentioned local busi-
ness who support us when-
ever you have a special oc-

casion or a special project at 
your home.

We ask that you support 
all of our local merchants 
on Crosby Avenue, Middle-
town Road, East Tremont Av-
enue, Bruckner Boulevard 
and Westchester Avenue, now 
more than ever they need you. 
We cannot afford any more 
empty stores, the local pri-
vately owned business are the 
life blood of our community.  

To join us as a member 
mail your check for $ 10 to 
: Waterbury LaSalle Com-
munity Association,  1145 
Hobart Avenue, Bronx, NY  
10461 and include your name 
and address.

Merry Christmas - Happy 
Chanukah - Happy New Year 
- to all.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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www.giordanosbigg.com

NEW YORKS LARGEST SELECTION

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

CLEAN SHRIMP (I.Q.F.) 2 lb. BAGS

MEDIUM SHRIMP  (51-60 CT)............7.99 lb.

LARGE SHRIMP  (31-40 CT)...............8.50 lb.

JUMBO SHRIMP  (21-25 CT)..............9.99 lb.

SUPER JUMBO  (15 CT)........................14.99 lb.

COOKED SHRIMP (I.Q.F.) 2 lb. BAGS

MUSSELS..........................................2.99 lb.

NEW ZEALAND GREEN SHELL MUSSELS  
2 LBS.................................................4.99 lb.

BACALAO (1 LB.BAG).................9.99 lb.

BACALAO SUPER JUMBO
SOAKED OR DRY............................12.99 lb.

PREMIUM HAND PICKED CRAB MEAT

WILD CAUGHT (PASTURIZED) .... 29.99 lb.

JUMBO SNOW CRAB CLUSTER....12.99 lb.

KING CRAB (14-17 CT)..............19.99 lb.

KING CRAB LEGS (9-12 CT)...... 24.99 lb.

ANCHOVIES FLAT FILETS ... 12.99 28oz can

JUMBO SHRIMP ON ICE  (16-20 CT) 9.99 lb.

OYSTER BAY
IMITATION CRAB MEAT

2 1/2 LBS...........................9.99 each

OCTOPUS
(4-6)..................................4.99 lb.

CALAMARI CLEANED
(5-8) 2 1/2 LBS.............12.99 each

JUMBO (8-12 CT)
4.4 LBS..................................19.99

TILAPIA FILET

(3-5 OZ).............................3.99 lb.

WHOLE COOKED CLAMS....3.99 pk.

FRESH CLAMS.....................6.99 doz.

STUFFED CLAMS (9 PK).....5.99 pk.

3 oz.........................................$5.99 each

4 oz.........................................$7.99 each

5 oz..........................................$9.99 each 

6 oz......................................$11.99 each

7  oz......................................$13.99 each

8 oz.......................................$15.99 each

GS

We Take E.B.T. CARD

CALAMARI CLEANED TUBE ONLY
JUMBO (8-12 CT)
2 1/2 LBS.........................14.99

MEDIUM  (71-90 CT).............................9.99 lb.

LARGE  (31-40 CT)...............................12.50 lb.

JUMBO  (21-25 CT)..............................14.99 lb.

EXTRA JUMBO (16-20 CT).............17.50 lb.

718-892-7798
Fax 718-892-7919

BRAZIL LOBSTER TAILS

BABY LOBSTER TAILS.......1.99 each

FRESH SEAFOOD AVAILABLE
PLEASE ORDER FRESH FISH 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE

Holiday Specials

E-Z PEEL COOKED SHRIMP  (3lbs 26-30 CT)............ 9.99 lb.

PREMIUM SEAFOOD MIX ................  3.5 lbs FOR 24.99

LESS THAN 3 lbs

10.99 lb.

SHRIMP COCKTAIL (40 CT) .... 24.99 WITH COCKTAIL SAUCE

NOW TAKING HOLIDAY ORDERS
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East Bronx History Forum highlights and news

Bessie Coleman Pilot’s license.

BY THOMAS X. CASEY
     The Huntington Free 

Library and Reading Room 
announces a free staged read-
ing of the play; ‘On A Wing 
and a Prayer’ on Sunday, De-
cember 20 at 4 p.m. 

The play was written 
by local author Ave Maria 
Cross and directed by Leon 
Pinkney.  The play is set in 
the early 1920s based on the 
true life story of Bessie Cole-
man.  Her achievement is a 
true American success story 
in overcoming many diffi cult 
obstacles.  

At a time when the op-
portunity to become a pilot 
for a woman in America was 
almost non-existent, Cole-
man’s goal was to be the fi rst 
African-American woman to 
obtain a pilot’s license. She 
would go on to be the fi rst 
African-American to earn 
an international pilot’s li-
cense.  ‘Queen Bess’ as she 
was known became a star 
in many newspaper feature 

profi les.  The play revolves 
around the relationship 
with Coleman played by ac-
tress Pamela Monroe and the 
newspaper publisher played 
by actor Daniel Carlton.

     Bronx native, Cross is 
a poet and playwright who 
writes African-American 
historical plays.  Her work 
has intergenerational audi-
ence and inner-city youth ap-
peal, combining poetry, rap 
and rhyme. 

     Pinkney has been per-
forming as an actor and di-
rector for many years. Some 
of his directorial work at 
the National Black Theatre 
includes, ‘Endangered Spe-
cies’, ‘The Life and Times of 
Tapac Shakur’, ‘Easy Living’ 
and ‘Sisters’, which Leon was 
nominated for best director. 
He performed at NBT in’Easy 
Living’, ‘Home Grown” and 
‘Beyond The Call Of Duty’.  
He has appeared in motion 
pictures such as ‘Car Wash’, 
‘Aaron Loves Angela’, ‘The 

Man who loved the stars’ 
and others. Pinkney received 
the 2015 Board of Director’s 

Award, for his years of dedi-
cated work in Black Theatre.

The Huntington Free Li-

brary, is located next to Ap-
ple Bank at 9 Westchester 
Square.  

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
Christmas Tree light-

ing was a great success even 
though Mother Nature tested 
our perseverance. What I want 
you to know is that it was our 
own assemblyman out in the 
rain with us trying to string 
the lights and plug in our tree.  
Small actions like these are 
why I personally have always 
supported Mark Gjonaj and 
why I say he is a friend to our 
community.  There were no 
cameras at the scene. It was 
not politics as usual. It was 
all about the community. We 
need to remember men like 
these and fi ll our elected posi-
tions with more people of this 
caliber.

The rain eventually sub-
sided after we had decided to 
set up inside The Sanz at 815 
Allerton Avenue. We decided 
at 5:45 p.m. that we will take 
our chances with the weather.  
Many gave a hand to quickly 
set up outside and all that had 
been set up inside.

And it was the right deci-
sion. Once we set up outside 
people came out from all over 
and the area quickly fi lled 
with laughter and talking.  
They enjoyed themselves with 
amazing hot cocoa from Mor-
ris Perk. And Assemblyman 
Gjonaj supplied the cookies. 
Special thanks to his entire 
staff, each going above and be-
yond contributing a little bit to 
this event.

Santa arrived at 6 p.m. 
and had toys for all the kids. 

Our merchant association 
also had a special gift for the 
kids. We called them Boo Boo 
Bears. We put bears that had 
some minor injuries in gift 
bags with candy and other 
treats.  We shared a story with 
our children there that these 
bears were heading to the Is-
land of Misfi t Toys. We asked 
that they save these bears and 
give them love because these 
bears have love to give de-
spite their imperfections. The 
hearts of our children would 
warm your heart. We gave out 
50 Boo Boo Bears and the kids 
loved them.

We also honored two mer-
chants this year. Richie Sanz 
year round has been a tre-
mendous friend to the commu-
nity. We could and rightfully 
should name him Merchant 
of the Year every year. He was 
in fact our fi rst honored mer-
chant of the year. We have de-
cided that in honor of his dedi-
cation we name the merchant 
of the year award The Sanz 
Merchant of The Year.

And this year Yin Hua Gift 
Shop is our 2015 award recipi-
ent for their continued support 
to the community during all of 
our community events.

We then lit the tree with the 
help of Santa and the kids. De-
spite the technical diffi culties 
we had setting it up due to the 
rain, the tree looks beautiful.

CenterLight Healthcare 
(Beth Abraham) representa-
tives, who were there early 
braving the light rain, pre-

sented the community with a 
check for $5,000 to help pay for 
our Holiday Street Lights once 
again.

Next week I will include a 
full list of which merchants 
contributed as we wrap up our 
holiday light collection.

We want to thank Cen-
terLight for their continued 
friendship. You are leaders of 
our community and wish more 
organizations would follow the 
path you blaze. What a stronger 
community we would be if more 
organizations were as commit-
ted and involved as you.

Santa at the Sanz will be 
held Saturday, December 19 as 
scheduled. Get there early to 
get your photo with Santa. We 
will start at 11 a.m. and likely 
end at 1 p.m. Location will be 
at 815 Allerton Avenue.

     There will be other festiv-
ities and events included. So to 
stay on top of everything joins 
our Facebook page at Allerton 
International Merchants. 

It also means the cold 
weather is here. Homeless-
ness is an issue. Here is a list 
of  Shelter Intake Centers: 

For adult men: 400-430 East 
30th and 1st Avenue, NY; For 
adult women: Franklin Shel-

ter, 1122 Franklin Avenue, 
Bronx; For adult families, (no 
children under age 21), Adult 
Family Intake Center, 400-430 
East 29th Street, NY; Families 
(with children under 21-years- 
old); Prevention Assistance 
and Temporary Housing Of-
fi ce (PATH), 151 E. 151st Street, 
Bronx.

A person can also call 311:
• For information on ac-

cessing shelter services
• For a Mobile Street Out-

reach Service team to visit 
an individual in need on the 
street.

We must remember these 
men and women are human. 
And many of them are harm-
less but they do put them-
selves at risk. No human be-
ing should live on the streets 
of this city. 

Our Christmas wish list 
this year is that every Bronx-
ite has a roof over their head, 
food on the table and a job to 
wake up for.

If you or someone you 
know has an idea for a busi-
ness they wish to own and op-
erate. Contact us at  Allerton-
Merchants@gmail.com. 

Send us your business pro-
posal and if selected we will 
have our members reach out 
to you and try to help guide 
you through the process. Vet-
erans are strongly encouraged 
to reach out. 

Our next meeting is Tues-
day, January 5 at 7:30 p.m. at 
The Sanz 815 Allerton Ave-
nue.

Any questions or concerns 
can be sent to AllertonMer-
chants@gmail.com.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Don’t forget our ‘post fam-

ily’ annual Christmas Party 
will be held on Sunday, De-
cember 20 directly following 
our meeting at the Ameri-
canTurners NY around 
noon.

The post was represented 
at the Hawkins Post SAL 
Pearl Harbor Ceremony. 

Thanks to the ladies for 
their Annual Holiday Gift 
Shop at the VA, followed by 
our luncheon at the VA Nurs-
ing Home section.

Don’t forget our annual 
Christmas Toy Drive is un-
derway - please answer your 

drive donation requests 
and I saw an old fashioned 
post collection box at the 
Throggs Neck Clipper, that’s 
the spirit.

Until next time: The fes-
tivities are beginning. Re-
member the troops and the 
less fortunate and please 
party safely during the holi-
days.
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Basic Project Management • Bookkeeping • Construction Administration 
Medical Coding • Residential Property Administration • Residential Real 
Estate Brokerage • Restaurant Operations and Guest Service

HAVE YOU FOUND 
THE YOU IN YOU?

New York University is an affi rmative action/equal opportunity institution. 
©2015 NYU School of Professional Studies.

You’ve earned a high school degree, but you need more to 
take that fi rst step forward. Find your niche and move ahead 
through NYUSPS Professional Pathways. Earn a Diploma 
that is specifi cally designed to provide you with in-demand 
skills in a growing fi eld. Learn from industry professionals, 
and in as little as one semester, gain the competitive edge 
through online career development modules that prepare 
you for the job market. It’s the fastest, smartest way to 
reach your full potential. 

Apply today at sps.nyu.edu/diplomas07 
or call 212-998-7200.
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Lehman Center presents Jose Nogueras
Lehman Center for the Per-

forming Arts will present for 
the fi rst time, José Nogueras, 
direct from Puerto Rico  cele-
brating 30 years of “Parranda” 
for its popular, special holiday 
event, Parranda Navideña, a 
Christmas celebration high-
lighting the unique music of 
Puerto Rico on Saturday, De-
cember 12th, at 8 p.m. By defi -
nition a Christmas “Parranda” 
Puerto Rican style is a group 
of friends or family visiting 
a home carrying Christmas 
music and party atmosphere. 
A night of pure Puerto Rican 
music that captures the true 
essence of Navidad Boricua, 
the concert will also feature El 
Trio Borinquen, who embody 
the romance of traditional mu-
sic. Produced by Lehman Cen-
ter and Grace Marie Herger.

Lehman Center for the Per-
forming Arts is on the campus 
of Lehman College/CUNY at 

250 Bedford Park Boulevard 
West. 

Tickets are $50, $45, and $25, 
with a special $10 ticket price 
for children 12 and under, and 
can be purchased by calling 
(718) 960-8833. Low cost on-site 
parking available for $5.

José Nogueras was born 
in 1951 in Mayaguez, Puerto 
Rico, moving at age eight to Rio 
Piedras where he began sing-
ing and playing the guitar in 
a number of musical groups. 
In 1968 he began working as 
a professional musician and 
composer, writing hit songs 
like “Amada Mía”, “Dame La 
Mano Paloma”, “No Quieren 
Parar”, “Aquél Bolero de Ayer”, 
“Esta Canción”, “Navidad es 
Amor” and “Casa Pobre, Casa 
Grande”. His songs have been 
performed by a long list of sing-
ers including Cheo Feliciano, 
Rubén Blades, Hector Lavoe, 
Ismael Miranda, Willie Colón, 

Gilberto Santa Rosa, Shakira 
and Danny Rivera. Known for 
his Christmas music, Nogu-
eras released his fi rst two hol-
iday albums, Para Tu Fiesta 
and Tiempo Nuevo, in 1994. 
Several subsequent Christmas 
albums have reached the top 
ten Billboard Latin Tropical 
sales charts including Todo El 
Ano Navidad (2010), Asi Son 
Las Navidades (2011) and 27 Éx-
itos… y La Ñapa (2012) the lat-
ter being a combination of his 
greatest hits and holiday mu-
sic. This year, his latest release 
Tremendo Regalo rose to the 
Billboard Latin Tropical num-
ber eight spot and Nogueras 
will also be featured perform-
ing “Mira Ya Tú Ves, Llegaron 
Las Navidades” in the upcom-
ing Luis Amed Irizarry musi-
cally directed 2015 Banco Pop-
ular de Puerto Rico Christmas 
television special and CD Cuba 
Y Puerto Rico. Over the years, 

he has been honored with im-
portant awards including the 
Billboard Magazine Composer 
of the Year Award and the 
Premios Agueybaná y Cemí 
Awards for Singer of The Year 
and Christmas Production of 
the Year.

El Trio Borinquen, is a gui-

tar trio that embodies the ro-
mance of traditional Puerto 
Rican music. Lead by the ex-
ceptional vocalist, guitarist 
and San Sebastian del Pepino, 
Puerto Rico native Papo Valle, 
El Trio Borinquen have become 
an icon of the popular music of 
Puerto Rico.

JOSÉ NOGUERAS
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The third annual performance 
of Handel’s Messiah, under the di-
rection of Michael Spierman, with 
four soloists, The Bronx Opera Cho-
rus, The Orchestra of the Bronx and 
friends and citizens of the Bronx 
who will recite the biblical passages 
that inspired the music, famous for 
its dazzling solos, pyrotechnical in-
strumental passages and the beloved 
“Hallelujah chorus.”, will be held on 
Sunday, December 13, at 3 p.m. at 
Bronx Community College’s Hall 
of Fame Playhouse, 2155 University 
Avenue. 

Those readers will include New 
York City Councilman Andrew Co-
hen, New York State Assemblyman 
Jeffrey Dinowitz, New York State 
Senator Jose M. Serrano, U.S. Con-
gressman Jose E. Serrano, BCC 
President Thomas Isekenegbe, Jazz 
artist Valerie Capers and Antoinette 
Anderson, a student at I.S. 162. 

Among the soloists is Philip Coko-
rinos, a bass with the Metropolitan 
Opera. 

This performance is open to the 
general public. Tickets are $15 in ad-
vance and $20 at the door. For more 
information and to purchase tickets 
visit: http://goo.gl/wfXtOu

* * *
Upcoming Wave Hill events in-

clude:
Saturday, December 12; Sunday, 

December 13: Family Art Project: 
Candles, Snowflakes And Stars: Fire 
and ice don’t usually go together, but 
as the winter days get shorter and 
colder, we’ll celebrate both! 

Take a simple candlestick and, 
using colorful, clay-like wax, mix 
and mold an inventive image of na-
ture onto a candle, or let us show 
you how to make a woven string star 
or symmetrical button snowflake at 
this fun, seasonal bazaar. Free, and 
admission to the grounds is free un-
til noon. 

Saturday, December 12: Tai Chi 
Chuan: In this class, Irving Yee, a 
member of the William CC Chen Tai 
Chi School, introduces students to 
the internal martial arts, and pro-
motes awareness of their health ben-
efits. 

Saturday, December 12; Sunday, 
December 13: Holiday Workshop 
Weekend: Felted Soaps: Drop by this 
weekend to create your own gifts 
and holiday decorations inspired by 
the gardens and galleries at Wave 
Hill. 

Explore the magic of felting while 
creating handmade felted soaps. Art-
ist Anne Scully guides you through 
the process of felting, the art of 
transforming wool into dense, col-
orful cloth. Roll up your sleeves and 
practice bonding and shrinking the 
fibers using water, heat and agita-

tion. 
Saturday, December 12; Sunday, 

December 13: Holiday Workshop 
Weekend: Natural Wreaths And 
Swags: Drop by this weekend to cre-
ate your own gifts and holiday deco-
rations inspired by the gardens and 
galleries at Wave Hill. 

Craft one-of-a-kind holiday deco-
rations using fresh greens harvested 
from Wave Hill’s gardens. 

Each participant designs a ver-
dant wreath or swag accented with 
natural materials and elegant acces-
sories. 

Horticultural Interpreter Charles 
Day demonstrates simple floral tech-
niques and provide plenty of materi-
als to fuel your creative spirit.

Saturday, December 12; Sunday, 
December 13: Holiday Workshop 
Weekend: Miniature Arrangements:  
Drop by this weekend to create your 
own gifts and holiday decorations 
inspired by the gardens and galler-
ies at Wave Hill. 

Fashion a trio of sweet miniature 
arrangements in tiny containers 
using fresh greens, pinecones and 
other natural materials. 

Give your arrangements as gifts, 
or enjoy them on your own holiday 
table. Creative guidance offered by 
Assistant Director of Public Pro-
grams Laurel Rimmer.

Sunday, December 13: Winter 

Birding: The Hudson River val-
ley hosts an impressive diversity of 
bird species, even during the winter 
months. 

Explore Wave Hill’s tranquil gar-
dens and woodlands with natural-
ist Gabriel Willow to observe birds 
in their winter habitats. Ages 10 and 
older welcome with an adult. Severe 
weather cancels. 

Sunday December 13: Hatha Yoga: 
Classes are led by Yoga for Bliss di-
rector Neem Dewji, and are held in-
doors November through April. All 
levels welcome. 

Sunday, December 13: Medita-
tion: Each session, led by Yoga for 
Bliss director Neem Dewji, includes 
instruction in simple techniques, 
followed by guided meditations. 

Sunday, December 13: Family Na-
ture Walk: Join naturalist and edu-
cator Gabriel Willow on a family-
friendly walk through the gardens 
or woodlands. 

Ages six and older welcome with 
an adult. Free with admission to the 
grounds.

Sunday, December 13: Garden & 
Conservatory Highlights Walk: Join 
in for an hour-long tour of seasonal 
garden highlights. Free with admis-
sion to the grounds.

Wave Hill is located at 675 West 
252nd Street. For further informa-
tion call 718) 549-3200, ext. 232.

Handel’s Messiah at Bronx Community College

CONTRACTING CORP.

Network  
One  
Electrical

Electrical Emergency Services 

Home Electrical Upgrades-
Lighting,  
Wiring, Outlets, Ceiling Fans    

Home Electrical Renovations

Home Air Conditioning and 
Heating  

Troubleshooting and Repair

Aluminum Wiring Corrections 

Emergency Lighting Services 

LED Lighting 

Electrical Ballast Replacing 
Services

Electric Sign Repair Services

Industrial Lighting 

Electrical Panel Upgrade & 
Dedicated Lines

Hospital Grade Services 

Installation of Back Up 
Generators

Solar Panel Electrical Connections

LICENSED  
AND INSURED IN  
NEW YORK CITY AND 
WESTCHESTER

With over 30  
years of experience,  
Network One Electrical 
provides professional and 
reliable service for all of 
your electrical needs.

FOR FREE ESTIMATES CALL  
718-792-4733
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Rafael Ferrer palm tree sculpture graces playground
I took a leisurely stroll 

through Fox Playground on 
Friday, December 3 with Nick 
DiBrino and Tom Casey look-
ing at an array of palm trees.  
None were real and when we 
got to Rafael Ferrer’s Puerto 
Rican Sun Sculpture at the 
southeast corner of East 
156th and Fox streets, the sun 
was bright but at 9:30 a.m. the 
temperature was still hover-
ing around 35 degrees.  

You could feel the cold 
hardness of the thick steel 
and it sent a chill throughout 
your body.  

It was a sharp contrast 
to the subject matter which 
portrayed two palm trees 
arched toward each other 
at the top where an image 
of the sun fi lled the void be-
tween the tree tops.  I had 
passed the .94 acre park any 
number of times but on this 
visit I took the time to walk 
slowly around and exam-
ine the 25’ tall sculpture up 
close.  The touch of the cold 
steel contrasted sharply with 
the warmth depicted by the 
scene.  

The six-ton sculpture was 
created by Rafael Ferrer ex-
pressly for this playground 

at a commissioned price 
of $25,000 and it was dedi-
cated on October 16, 1979.  
It was fabricated from Cor-
Ten steel, sometimes called 
weathered steel because of 
its rust color.

It is not supposed to actu-
ally rust but this work of art 
did suffer from a combina-
tion of a little graffi ti and the 
elements primarily with the 
paint chipping and it had to 
be completely restored with 
the artist’s advisory assis-
tance in 2003.  It seemed to be 
holding up quite well on my 
visit.  

The artist himself is a fas-
cinating study as his fi rst ca-
reer was as a jazz drummer.  
He was born in 1933 and lived 
with his half-brother, Jose 
Ferrer and his wife Rose-
mary Clooney in Hollywood 
while in college so did have 
access to some rather infl u-
ential people.  

He would later study 
abroad but would always be 

infl uenced by his birthplace 
in Santurce, Puerto Rico.  

He taught at the School of 
Visual Arts in Manhattan 
for a couple of years, lectured 
widely on art throughout the 
nation and was the recipient 
of numerous awards.   His sun 
sculpture in Fox Playground 
was his fi rst large size com-
mission in the United States 
and locals are pleased that he 
chose the Bronx as the venue 
for that important work.  

The site of the sculpture 
was created as a playground 
in 1979, but was not named 
until 1987 when it was given 
the name Fox Playground.  

It was named for William 
Fox, a large landowner of the 
area who was also related 
to the Leggett and Tiffany 
families through marriage.  
William Fox, by the way, is 
buried in Woodlawn Cem-
etery here in the Bronx and 
all three families, Fox, Leg-
gett, and Tiffany, have local 
streets named for them.  

(Right) Nick DiBrino and Tom Casey pose beneath Rafael Ferrer’s Cor-
ten steel creation called the Puerto Rican Sun Sculpture at the Fox Play-
ground located at 156th and Fox streets.          Photo by Bill Twomey

REPRINTED FROM 5/31/2012
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Pawn Your Jewelry
Need instant cash but don’t want to sell it? Th en PAWN IT!

Get Instant CASH NOW, then you can Re-buy it!
It’s a great option when you need CASH NOW!

Jewelry Sales

718.931.1932

Can Trust!

WE SELL

SILVER
10 AND

100 OZ BARS

WE SELLSILVER10 AND100 OZ BARS
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

PINK SHISHA
PINK SHISHA PACKAGE DEALS

HAIR, NAILS
MAKEUP

$13000

HAIR, NAILS

$10000

3604 E TREMONT AVE. BRONX, NY 10465

347-621-1799

Tails are Waggin' 
and Pets are Braggin'

3604 A East Tremont Avenue

ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
TOOTHBRUSHING

OFF
NEXT

$5

Offi ce/Retail Space 

Available in the 

Throggs Neck Mall 

Call 917-232-2375

Beauty Bar

Home Of The
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A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Café.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

Yonkers, New York
Amazing Spacious Colonial, well maintained Central Air Condi-
tioned home on beautifully tree lined residential private street 
w/ no through traffi c, nestled from hustle & bustle yet walking 
distance to shops, restaurants, parks, near major highways, 
express & local buses to NYC, Central Park Ave & Westchester 
Hills School 29; it’s a Commuters Dream! It boasts 3 large 
bedrooms & 2 full baths upstairs (1 bath in master suite) plus 
potential for half baths on 1st fl oor & basement.

$499,000

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

ers and Store Repairs

    upon request

1438 Waring Avenue
Nice Ranch Style Two Bedroom Home With Walk Out 

Basement. Great Concrete Backyard Perfect For Barbe-
cues. Close To Public Transportation And Stores.

$344,900

Free Home Evaluation
Get Top Dollar For

Your House 
Let Us Sell Your Home

Distinguished Homes & Properties

Cell:  917-957-6800
3602 E Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

Larry “Large” Weinstein

Top Producer

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

APARTMENTS WANTED

IN CONTRACT

1324 East Gun Hill Road
Great Investment Or Perfect For Home User/ Brick Mixed-Use 
Property Located In Highly Foot Traffi c Area Next to Buses And 
Subway. The Property Zoned For Two(2) Residential Units Plus A 
Doctors Offi ce..

$429,000

IN CONTRACT
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community. 
“As a business association we de-

mand the protection we deserve and 
a coordinated solution from various 
city agencies responsible for their 
part in these incidents,” read the WS-
BID statement. “We will not accept 
the fi nger pointing that has been the 
response to this issue.” 

Vacca believes that DOE policy 
has shifted away towards suspen-
sions for disruptive students towards 
more of an emphasis on counseling 
and intervention. 

He believes this is the wrong pol-
icy in these cases, and is looking for 
suspension and arrests for out of con-
trol young people, he said. 

The councilman believes that 
one of the school’s many princi-
pals needs to be appointed the lead 

Lehman High School fi ghts disrupt Westchester Square
From page 1

principal in order to have someone 
in the building who can make split 
second decisions. 

Currently, no such principal is 
designated, he said. 

Councilman Vacca said he was 
especially disturbed by a video re-
cently removed from Youtube that 
showed girls, presumably Lehman 
campus students, fi ghting near 120 
Westchester Square and “beating 
each other to a pulp.” 

“It was disgraceful, he said. 
“This kind of behavior cannot be 
tolerated.”

The councilman, WSBID and Com-
munity Board 10 representatives and 
DOE offi cials had a second meeting 
on Tuesday, December 8. 

According to Kenneth Kearns, CB 
10 district manager, progress is be-
ing made as of press time. 

Concerns about the level of order at the Lehman Educational Campus near Westchester 
Square persist. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

A statement from the DOE said 
that additional resources are being 
allocated to the Lehman campus. 

“The campus principals are work-

ing closely with FDNY and NYPD, 
and we are placing additional sup-
port at the campus,” stated a DOE 
spokesman. 

Airbnb listing leads to wild party house in Pelham Gardens
From page 1

Crowd gathers in front of the 2437 Fenton 
Avenue.             Photo by Madeline Anthony

tranquil way of life. 
“This doesn’t belong in any resi-

dential place,” said the senator, “ The 
owner has turned this home into an il-
legal Airbnb nightclub... for over a year 
you have put up with this nonsense. I 
say, enough is enough.” 

Klein added that Airbnb should be 
held accountable for those who post on 
their site by performing background 
checks to ensure that there have been 
no violations or complaints at the prop-
erty. 

Klein plans on introducing legisla-
tion in Albany which would ban one- 

and two-family homes from short term 
rentals. 

Right now this law only applies to 
apartments. He hopes to have this leg-
islation in effect by the end of the [new] 
year.

Airbnb removed the listing on the 
same morning as the press conference. 

A spokesman from the company 
responded by stating that they are in-
vestigating the matter to ensure that 
these kind of disturbances don’t happen 
again. 

“This situation underscores how im-
portant it is for all of us to work together 
on an approach to home sharing...we 
look forward to working with city and 
state offi cials to identify a policy that 
will help people share their homes 
while also addressing specifi c NYC con-
cerns,” the spokesman said.

At a time when sites like Airbnb are 
only gaining in popularity,  the ques-
tion is begged -  at what point is the line 
crossed between renting out a resid-
ance to “make ends meet” as a spokes-
woman from Airbnb put it, and using 
that private residence as a commercial 
property?

President of the 49th Precinct Com-
munity Council , Joe Thompson, spoke 
with enthusiasm about the issue. 

“This can’t exist. This is the heart of 

America. If we let this block down, we let 
down America. We are looking at peo-
ple who struggle to get where they are. 
And now they’re here.  I respect individ-
ual rights but not when it encroaches 
on others. We all know each other.. all 
of a sudden we’re getting 300 plus people 
that nobody knows. There are no com-
mercial establishments here. And thats 
probably why this place was chosen. 
This is middle America, this is where it 
starts and this is where it must end.”

One neighbor who chose to remain 
annonomous stated that when the par-
ties got rowdy and the cops were called, 
the party would quiet down until the 
police left, at which point party goers 
would curse the neighbors and turn the 
music back up. 

These parties have taken place on 
and off over the past year, most recently 
on November 28. 

Ayele, the mastermind behind the 
lounge, and owner of the residence, 
made an appearance as the press con-
ference was ending.  

The crowd gained momentum as he 
took the podium, the true anger of the 
neighboorhood surfacing. 

Protestors jeered as Ayele spoke, 
chanting “Shame on you! Shame! 
Shame!” and telling him to have some 
respect.  

The owner proceeded to defend him-
self against what he called slanderous 
words. 

“You come and make a press confer-
ence, you don’t know what you’re talk-
ing about. This is defamation.You got 
friends in high places, senator,” said 
Ayele to Senator Klein, “that’s fi ne, but 
this is how I make a living.” 

In response the crowd’s screams 
escalated, one woman shouting, “We 
work hard and pay taxes, get a real job 
my friend.”

“If it was up to me I’d do it everyday, 
I’m a party animal,” said Ayele, “If I 
want to have a party I will.”  

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Monday at 4 pm for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH
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BBRRRUUUUNNNCCCHH WWWWIIITTHHH 
Sunday, December 20 
11:30AM–3:30PM
UUNLIMMITEED CHHAMMPAAGNNNE, MIMMOSAA, BEELLLINI, BLLOOODYY MMARY, SOODAA, & JUUICCE 
Buffet - Omelet Station - made to order - Waffl e Station - Eggs Benedict - Scrambled Eggs - Bacon - French Toast with strawberries - Sausage 

Home Fries - Fresh Steamed Vegetables - Salads - Cold Antipasto - Fresh & Aged Cheese - Shrimp Cocktail - Clams on the half shell - Mussels 

& Clams Marinara - Norwegian Salmon - Steak - Chicken - Veal - Eggplant Rollatini - Chef’s selection of pasta - Carving Station - Fresh Baked 

Muffi ns - Bagels - Rolls - Fresh Fruit - Dessert - Coffee - Tea

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED

Balloon Artist for Kids

All children are invited to a holiday wonderland to have a picture taken 

with Santa Claus and receive a gift from Santa himself!

$3295
 per person plus tax & gratuity

$19 for children under 12

900 PARK
718-892-3830
900 MORRIS PARK AVENUE
BRONX, NY, 10465

DJ EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
HAPPY HOUR 3 TO 7 EVERY DAY 
FRIDAY (FREE BUFFET)
CHRISTMAS EVE REGULAR MENU AND CHRISTMAS EVE SPECIALS

Cocktail Hour with an Elegant Multi-Course Sit Down Dinner
Full Premium Open Bar the Entire Night
New Years Eve Party Favors 
Midnight Champagne Toast
Desert and Continential Breakfast Buffet

CALL FOR  RESERVATIONSNEW YEARS EVE
THE NIGHT BEGINS AT 8:00PM

$100 per person  |  Includes Tax & Gratuity  |  Live DJ  | Formal Dress Code

Happy Hour 
Monday thru Friday  

(free buffet for happy hour)

Lobster 
Wednesday 
for $14.95

Open Christmas Eve with our regular menu 
and Christmas Eve specials.

We also have a 
Christmas Eve Family Style Menu 

3 Appetizers, 2 Pastas, Salad, 3 Entrees, 2 Sides, 
Red & White Wine, Coffee and Dessert.

Please call for details.
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES
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Did You Know?
That property owners and 
their insurance companies 
are responsible if you are 
injured by a dangerous
condition.

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
estar certificado se ofrece diario.
• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
• Electrocardiosram y filebotomia
• Auxiliar de Enfermeria
• �Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
• Assistimos en buscar trabajo

Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
Every course you need to be
certified is offered daily
• Home Health Aid
• EKG & Phlebotomy
•� CNA Course
•� Day and Evening Courses
• Experienced instructors
• Job assistance provided

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54
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LEGAL NOTICE
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LEGAL NOTICE
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES
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“If we can play a bit smarter and take care of 
the ball, that’s the difference between losing a 
heartbreaker and beating some of best teams in 
the city.”
TRUMAN HEAD COACH JOHN BURKE   . . . . . . . . . . . 85

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

Good game! Good game. 
The Jets rushed well for 137 
yds- Ivory ran 21/87. The D had 
3 sacks and 1/INT. Marshal 
had 9 catches for 131yards.

Washington  20   Giants 14
Eli said, “We have to start 

making plays.” Change the we 
to I. He had 3 INTs, 2 fumbles, 
and was sacked 3 times. They 
all stunk. 

NFL Dollars

The Sports Curmudgeon 
wrote, “In something far be-
low the level of Earth-shatter-
ing news – in fact even below 
the level of marginally impor-
tant news – CBS Sports today 
announced that it will have a 
new logo and new on-screen 
graphics coinciding with its 
telecast of the Super Bowl in 
February 2016. The new logo 
is described as “newer” and 
“sleeker” than the old one. 
Please raise your hand if the 
logo that a network uses on its 
sports telecasts has any bear-
ing on whether you choose to 
watch that event on that net-
work. 

I thought so…

I read another report re-
garding CBS recently. For 
the telecast of Super Bowl 
50, CBS is charging $5M for 
the “prime” 30-second spots 
in the game and that almost 
all of the “prime” spots have 
already been sold. If that is 
the case and we are not quite 
into December yet, I suspect 
that the price of the unsold 

Jets 38   
Miami 20

Continued on Page 86

BY BRANDON MAUK
Truman was well aware 

of how potent Franklin D. 
Roosevelt’s offense was, so it 
never gave it a chance to get 
going by excelling in every 
facet of the game to knock off 
the defending champion. 

 “These guys continuously 
answered the call,” Truman 
coach John Shepherd said.

The second-seeded Mus-
tangs scored on several big 
plays by juniors Imotep 
Cromer and Ramon Jeffer-
son and rode the momentum 
to 42-12 win over No. 6 FDR 
in the PSAL Bowl Conference 
championship game on Dec. 5 
at MCU Park. It is Truman’s 
fi rst crown since 2011.

“We always knew we had 
it talent wise, we just had to 
come together as a unit,” Jef-
ferson said.

Cromer had a passing 
touchdown, returned a kick-

off for a key 72-yard score  just 
before halftime, and ran for a 
53-yard touchdown to break 
the game open in the second 
half.

Truman (12-1) jumped out 
8-0 near the end of the fi rst 
quarter on a pass from Cromer 
to Jefferson, who eluded tack-
lers and broke away for a 56-
yard touchdown. The Mus-
tangs doubled their lead on 
a 20-yard touchdown run by 
fullback Trevor Carson. Car-
son ran in the two-point con-
version after both scores to 
make it 16-0.

FDR (10-4) cut Truman’s 
lead in half with a touchdown 
reception by ReJohn Wil-
liams with 43 seconds left in 
the fi rst half, but Mustangs 
the score right back with 
Cromer’s kickoff return for a 
touchdown to make it a 22-8 
game.

“I feel like [the kickoff re-

turn] was a big team booster.” 
Cromer said. “We were able 
to rally over that, score more 
points.”

After closing the fi rst 
half with a long touchdown, 
Cromer opened the second 
with another. His 53-yard 
run to pushed the lead 28-8. 
George Obaseki added a score 
to give the Mustangs a string 
of 20 straight points. FDR 
mustered  just an 82-yard kick-
off return for a touchdown by 
ReJohn Williams midway 
through the third quarter 
that made it 36-14. Shephard 
was impressed with how his 
team put the game away.

“We made it crystal clear, 
do not think for one second 
that we’re in good shape, 
we’re not,” Shepherd said. 
“This [FDR] team has rattled 
off 22 points in a quarter, and 
I think the guys answered the 
bell big time in the second 

half.”
The fi nal two drives for the 

Cougars were halted with  in-
terceptions by senior Damone 
Bailey.

“All week we had been 
watching fi lm. We studied 
their tendencies, what they 
do during the game, so that’s 
about it,” Bailey said. “We 
rallied around, made the 
tackles.”

After Bailey’s second in-
terception late in the fourth 
quarter, Truman iced the 
game with a touchdown run 
by Ramier Williams. The 
overall solid effort by the 
Mustangs prevented a po-
tential repeat of FDR’s huge 
comeback against MSIT the 
previous week in the semifi -
nals. A good start and an ef-
fi cient ending was what the 
Mustangs needed. 

“Extremely special,” Shep-
herd said. 

MUSTANGS CHARGE 
PAST FDR FOR PSAL 

BOWL CROWN
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The 2015 Intermediate AFC All Star 
Game took place on December 5,2015. 
Four division team players were di-
vided into two All Star Teams...Black 
and Red.The game was an attention 
grabber that portrayed the best play-
ers showing their skills which led 
them to this game. The Red All Star 
Team took an early 2-0 lead but the 
Black All Stars came right back to tie 
it at two. A late game goal by the Red 
All Star Team ultimately decided the 
outcome of the game by the fi nal score 
of 3-2.

RED TEAM
C.ARGYROS
R.PICARD
G.MARRER

J.RACHIELE
S.MARTINEZ

A.MURATOVIC
D.GONZALEZ

C.PICARD
J.CALI

C.CROWE
V.CALDERI

D.ZEFI
C.NOVIELLI
P.ADDARIO

BLACK TEAM
R.PULITANO
D.JURADO

J.FAIX
G.RODRIGUEZ

M.FEBLES
D.RUGOV

M.WIEHLER
M.MARTIERI
J.ZZLAFA

A.RODRIGUEZ
V.IODICE

A.ACEBEDO
D.DODSON

N.SOLI

All players played their hearts out 
and left everything out on the fi eld. 
Great game ...great season .....Special 
thanks to Bill Ziegler for organizing 
this yearly event.Now off to the indoor 
tournament.

GIRLS MAJORS

At 12:00 the Girls Majors All-Star 
Game started which was entertain-
ing until the very end. The fi rst place 
coach, Grace Cernini and the second 
place coach,Mike Cammarata coached 
the teams comprised of the best play-
ers in division. 

Both teams took a conservative ap-
proach until the 15 minute when both 
traded chances. The goalies from both 
teams kept a clean sheet until the 
deadlock was broken at 4 minutes be-
fore the end of the game by a pass from 
Debbie Teran to Grace Cammarata, A 
well played game by all the girls.

Bronx City Recycling fi nished sec-
ond place in 2015 outdoor season. The 
team earned every point. The team 

philosophy was defense fi rst and coun-
ter. Debbie Teran and Nalini Rumadro 
led the defensive line comprised of 
Norysa Nelms, Mikayla Deluca, Kait-
lyn Rodriguez and Skylar Leonard. 
Grace Cammarata and Skylar Leon-
ard shared time net both making spec-
tacular saves throughout the season. 
The solid midfi eld of Kaylin Quadal-
upe, Daniellla Teran, Megan Rosado, 
Madison Rosado, and Elizabeth Zerata 
moved the ball. Strikers Liz Wickes 
and Francesca Hegarty put the ball on 
net. 

Overall this season was a team ef-
fort. The Coaches Award went to Mi-
kayla Deluca who played mid-fi eld, 
forward but shined on defense. She 
adapted to a new division. She became 
a team leader on and of the the fi eld. 

Debbie Teran was Team MVP. At 
times she carried the team contribut-
ing offensively and defensively. The 
true mark of an MVP is to insprie and 
make players better around her which 
did. It was fi tting end to a girl who 
played in league since 2005. 

MVP - MARIA SILVESTRI
Maria has been a true asset to our 

team! She is one of the toughest, most 
energetic, most aggressive and reliable 
players we’ve ever coached. She’s a real 
leader on the fi eld, and her presence 
is always a threat to the other team. 
As a mid-fi elder, Maria is amazing at 
keeping the ball on the opponent’s side 
of the fi eld. She always hustles, and 
never backs down to anyone. She has 
an extremely strong kick which also 
makes her a threat offensively. Ma-
ria has not only prevented many pos-
sible goals from being scored, she’s 
also scored several goals this year as 
well. At times we found ourselves play-
ing shorthanded and had to move her 
into positions that she wasn’t use to 
playing, but no matter where I asked 
her to play, she did it without question 
or complaining and she always rose to 
the occasion as expected. Congratula-
tions Maria and thank you for another 
great season. You have proven time 
and time again that you truly deserve 
this award. You should be very proud 
of yourself, just as we are of you. 

COACHES AWARD
BRIANNA GIULIANO

In the beginning of the year we 
discovered that we were in need of a 
goalie. As you can imagine this was a 
major problem. When I asked the team 
who wants to play goal, there was com-
plete silence!! Then I asked if anyone 
had ever played goal in the past and 
Brianna had slowly raised her hand. so 
I asked her if she would give it a shot? 
Although it wasn’t something she had 
done in quite a while, nor was it a job 
she was expecting to do, she knew the 
team needed her and did it without 
question. Brianna put our team on her 
back and did an amazing job defend-
ing our net! She carried us through 

each game making save after save and 
played a key part throughout the sea-
son in our run for 2nd place. Congrat-
ulations Brianna and thank you for 
stepping up when we needed you most. 
You showed great sportsmanship and 
teamwork and we’re proud to give you 
this award.

THROGGS NECK CLIPPER MVP
Haley Mahoney who had scored the 

majority of all my goals this season. 
COACHES AWARD went to Emilia 
Hewett who was one of my key defen-
sive players to lead our defense.

Capital Shield Agency had an in-
credible season remaining undefeated 
throughout. I am so proud of all the 

girls for their effort and playing as a 
team. Sally Diallo as goalie held a shut-
out throughout the season with only 
one goal getting by her. Our amazing 
defense with Aileen Crowe, Emily Gau-
dio, Rebecca Cerini and Amanda Pis-
ciotta working together along with our 
determined midfi elders Reina Mcneil, 
Giana Eugene, Christina Castaldo and 
Marie Cullen. We could not have done 
it without our outstanding forwards 
Manolia Argyros, Maimuna Diallo, 
Amy Diallo and Angelena Sanabria. 
MVP went to Angelena Sanabria and 
Coaches Award went to Aileen Crowe 
who were team players and in their fi -
nal season with AFC always looked to 
guide the team during practices and 
games. Go shield-Grace Cerini

AFC Rapid All-Star highlights

Sr. Guard to Be Honored Sat-
urday, December 5th @ Gallagher 
Gymnasium before Tip-Off against 
Staten, Island’s St. Joseph’s By The 
Sea Match-up

New York City – It has been some 
time since the Bronx CHSAA Mon-
signor Scanlan Crusaders have fea-
tured a 1,000-point scorer for the 
Boy’s Varsity Basketball team, but 
All-City Sr. guard George Pena has 
done it.  Needing just two points to 
reach the 1000-point plateau, Pena, 
scored 22 points Tuesday night ver-
sus CHSAA “AA” opponent at Arch-
bishop Stepinac, bringing his point 
total to 1,020.

This Saturday at the Monsignor 
Scanlan Gallagher Gymnasium, Sr. 
All-City Guard will be honored for 
his accomplishment before the tip-

off.  This is Head Coach Dwayne 
Mitchell’s fi rst student-athlete to 
score 1,000 points under his tenure 
as the Boys Varsity Head Basketball 
Coach at Scanlan.

 FYI – George Pena Is not aware 
that he has eclipsed the 1,000-point 
plateau as the Scanlan staff wanted 
to have the celebration at their home 
gym with his family and friends.  
Pena should truly be surprised.

Contact Info: Rudy King 
718.864.8740

Date: December 5, 2015
Time: 4:30PM

Location: Gallagher
Gymnasium

915 Hutchinson River Parkway, 
Bronx NY

Free Facility Parking Available

Monsignor Scanlan’s 

Boys Varsity Basketball 

All-City Sr. Guard George 

Pena Eclipses 1,000 

Point Plataeu

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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BY BRANDON MAUK
This one got away from Truman. 
Up by seven at halftime, the Mus-

tangs were eventually worn down by 
Francis Lewis’ depth in a 59-54 road 
loss in PSAL girls’ basketball on Dec. 
7. Truman, which uses a six-player ro-
tation, saw turnovers and missed foul 
shots also make a difference in its fi rst 
loss of the season.

“If we can play a bit smarter and 
take care of the ball, that’s the differ-
ence between losing a heartbreaker 
and beating some of best teams in the 
city,” Truman head coach John Burke 
said.

Truman relied on their two stars, 
Dyona Davis and Aneisha Lyons to 
carry them.  Lyons, its new primary 
ball handler, led the team with 19 points 
and fi ve assists. Davis had 17 points.

“We just had to come out and play 
our game,” Davis said.

Truman succeeded in throwing 
Lewis off its game early, as it forced 10 
turnovers and allowed just one fi eld goal 
in the fi rst quarter. The Mustangs used 
their zone defense to keep Lewis from 
getting good looks from long range.

“We were really working them off 
the three-point line, because that’s 
their strength,” Lyons said.

Truman was also off it game though, 
as they turned the ball over and missed 
easy shots as well. It led just 7-5 after 
one quarter.

The Mustangs got their offense go-

ing in the second quarter. Dyona Davis 
hit a go-ahead three-pointer midway 
through the period and she and Lyons 
led Truman on a 9-2 run to push the 
lead to 29-22 at halftime.

“Usually we start out slow or we play 
to the other team’s pace, so we had to 
push, push, and push, so it even things 

out,” Davis said.
The third quarter was a back-and-

forth affair, as Lewis (3-0) retook the 
lead on a 9-0 run. The Patriots started 
hitting long-range shots, especially 
starts Sierra Green and Taliyah 
Brisco.

Truman fell behind by 11 halfway 

through the fourth, but Lewis began 
to play careless down the stretch, as it 
rushed shots instead of using the full 
shot clock.

The Mustangs tried to take advan-
tage. Davis and Lyons continued their 
dominant play and cut the lead to fi ve 
with less than two minutes left.

“When they’re up 11, they’re think-
ing about winning the game, not los-
ing it,” Burke said. “We were playing 
with the freedom like we’re going to 
run, we’re going to press, we’re going to 
speed it up. And that was in our favor. 
They were nervous, they were playing 
not to lose the game.”

Truman (2-1) was unable to take full 
advantage, as they missed good looks 
and turned the ball over with a chance 
to cut the lead further until it was too 
late. They also had trouble hitting their 
own foul shots, as they went just 12-of-
24 from the line, including two with a 
chance to make it a three-point game 
with 1:06 left.

Davis then hit a huge three-pointer 
with 24.8 seconds left to cut Lewis’ lead 
down to two. Green managed to hit both 
free throws to push the lead up to four, 
and a last desperation three-pointer by 
Davis went wide. 

Even with in defeat, Truman proved 
it could play with one of PSAL’s best 
teams.

“We should have beat them tonight,” 
Lyons said. “But we’re going to get back 
at it again.” 

Truman coach John Burke talks to his team during its game against Francis Lewis. 
 Photo by Michael Shain

Truman rally falls short against Lewis

The postseason: the coveted time of a 
team’s schedule that so few experience.  
The Salesian Eagles made a respectable 
run last year, but that’s over now.  They 
experienced the excitement, they got so 
close to a title that they could envision 
holding the trophy, but those dreams 
were dashed.  So as the fi nal buzzer 
resonated off the walls of Fordham 
University’s Rose Hill gymnasium, as 
tears blurred their vision, a fi re ignited 
in the hearts of the Eagles.        

Preparation leads to success.  This 
formula led John Miressi, entering his 
seventh year as Salesian’s Varsity Bas-
ketball Head Coach, to put together a 
competitive preseason schedule for the 
2015-2016 Eagles.  

Be prepared – Be victorious
The Eagles burst into the regular 

season with a 60-49 comeback victory 
over St. Dominic’s.      

Graduating their leading scorer, 
Kevin Silverberg (also the league’s lead-
ing scorer), left the team with some big 
shoes to fi ll.  Cue Xavier Telez, Anthony 
Mitchell, and Alex Romans.  

Tellez put on a solid performance 
against St. Dom’s netting 16 points.  
Though his play may have been MVP 
worthy, his leadership and dedication 
off the court injected the team with a 
tenacity that could not be stopped.  

A three sport athlete (Basketball, 
Volleyball, and Soccer) Mitchell added 
12 points in the Eagles’ fi rst win.  

Romans may have lost his right 
hand man, Silverberg, but he’s a year 
wiser and stronger.   Romans can drive 
to the hoop, sink a jump shot from any-
where in the same zip code as his hoop, 
and he’s got the mentality of a leader…
maybe the most benefi cial attribute 
to his team.  He’s opening up passing 
lanes and feeding his teammates with 
ease.  The same passion transfers to 
defense as he challenges the opposing 
guards every night. 

There’s a lot of excitement revolving 
around Salesian Varsity Basketball, es-
pecially after they moved to 2-0 with a 
40-34 victory over Spellman.  

They’re focused – They remember – 
They’re determined

Salesian Eagles 
Ready for Takeoff
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Ryan Rhoomes is exceeding his 

own expectations.
The Fordham University senior 

forward is one of one the most effi -
cient and productive big men in the 
country in the early season after a 
solid junior campaign. The former 
Benjamin Cardozo star, who averaged 
6.4 points and 8.6 rebounds a contest 
last year, got right to work with fi rst-
year head coach Jeff Neubauer and 
his staff once they took over in late 
March. He’s been a different player 
since.

“They forced me to be a better 
player,” said the 6-foot-8, 235-pound 
Rhoomes.  “He wanted more out of me 
than I wanted for myself. I just had to 
perform.”

And so he has.
Rhoomes is averaging 15.7 points 

and 7.6 rebound per game over his 
fi rst seven contests. He tallied 20 
points and 10 rebounds in a win over 
borough rival Manhattan and fol-
lowed that up with a career-high 26 
points and 12 boards to help the Rams 
rout St. John’s. He is doing this while 
shooting an astonishing 75 percent 
from the fi eld, which leads the nation.

“He’s taking the right shots,” Neu-
bauer said. “He is getting to his spot 
on the fl oor and scoring the ball.”

The upswing has come thanks a re-

tooling his is post game and a rebuild-
ing of Rhoomes’ confi dence. Neubauer 
said Rhoomes is unselfi sh my nature 
and after passed to his teammates too 
much out of the post instead of assert-
ing himself. He aggressive attacking 
the basket against St. John’s and yell-
ing at the crowd in celebration of each 
big hoop.

“I just think I have been trying 
to score every time I get the ball,” 
Rhoomes said. “Coach wants me to 
score every time I get the ball.”

He got there by being in the gym 
consistently for eight month. They 
Neubauer said they worked on his pa-
tience when he catches the ball with 
the back to the basket. No more quick 
shots or quick pass, but best shot or 
best play. He has become a better de-
fender also. Rhoomes’ improvement 
has helped Fordham to its fi rst six-
game winning streak to open a season 
at since 2000. 

The team and person success has 
Rhoomes thoroughly enjoying his se-
nior season after three straight losing 
campaigns. The possibility of defeat 
doesn’t enter his mind any more, just 
doing whatever it takes to win.

“When I went out to play St. John’s 
I didn’t even think about losing,” 
Rhoomes said. “My team has my back, 
my coach has my back. I just have a lot 
more confi dence this year.”

Confi dent Rhoomes off 
to fast start for Rams

Fordham University’s senior forward Ryan Rhoomes is off to a strong start this season. 
 Photo by Robert Cole

“non-prime” spots might see 
a slight increase as December 
proceeds into January.

Finally, Scott Ostler of the 
SF Chronicle had this hope-
ful view of sports fi nances re-
cently:

“Bob Iger will be paid $1 
per year to steer the Raiders’ 
quest to build a stadium in 
Los Angeles. Sheikh Salman, 
running for president of FIFA, 
says he will do the job for free. 
This trend can mean only one 
thing: Cheaper beer.”
Molinaro’s Weekly Briefi ng

Bob Molinaro (Hampton 
Roads-Pilot) wrote: “The wait-
ing game: It’s hard to know 
what’s more annoying about 
the NFL season – shoddy offi -
ciating or the tedious review 
system that exposes it. Some 
badly missed calls in the play-
offs years ago led to the in-
troduction of replay meant to 
overturn egregious errors, 
but it’s opened the door to 
what we have now – too many 
stoppages to inspect the slight-
est discrepancy. Or to confi rm 

clarifi cation of a rule. And 
some replays just add to the 
confusion and loss of confi -
dence in offi ciating. It’s proba-
bly too late now, but the games 
would be easier to watch if the 
league struck a happier bal-
ance between getting calls 
right and accepting inescap-
able human error.

Numbers game: When did 
media – mostly TV – start list-
ing the won-lost records of 
NFL quarterbacks, as if they 
were starting pitchers? It’s a 
mostly ridiculous statistic, 
but like a lot of silly things, it’s 
here to stay.

Current events: The nega-
tive attention given to Johnny 
Manziel’s partying might lead 
some to believe that Joe Na-
math couldn’t have played in 
today’s NFL.

Hoops du jour: When 
Northern Iowa beat previ-
ously No. 1-ranked North Car-
olina, it was a reminder that 
these kind of upsets wouldn’t 
be so rare if Power 5 confer-
ence teams weren’t chicken to 
play on the mid-majors’ home 

courts.
Final chapter: It looks like 

a misprint, but Kobe Bryant 
missed 13 of 14 shots in Tues-
day’s loss to the Warriors. An 
off night? Just one of many for 
the faded icon who is shooting 
31 percent this season and is 
further embarrassing him-
self from the 3-point line, 
where he is 15 for 77.

Wondering: Why is Major 
League Baseball, which has 
handed out its annual sea-
son-ending awards, the only 
major sport that features two 
MVPs, one in each league? 
Wait, I know: because that’s 
the way it was done in 1931.

Stat stuff: The 76ers aren’t 
losing by accident. The mal-
adroit Philadelphians have 
more turnovers than assists.

Quote marks

Janice Hough of Left-
CoastSportsBabe.com,  after 
Browns QB Johnny Manziel 
lost his starting job Tuesday 
after video surfaced of him 
partying with champagne 
and uttering profanities: “So 
congratulations to all those 

who had Nov. 24 in the pool.”
Headline at Fark.com: 

“Panthers DE suspended one 
year for smoking weed; for-
mer Panthers DE Greg Hardy 
too busy suiting up for up-
coming game to comment.”

Scott Ostler of the San 
Francisco Chronicle, on 
Charles Barkley’s refusal 
to jump on the Warriors’ 
bandwagon: “Which is good. 
Might collapse the whole 
thing.”

Tom Fornelli of CBSs-
ports.com, after 300-pound 
Kentucky D-lineman Cory 
“Poop” Johnson returned a 
fumble 77 yards for a touch-
down against Tennessee: “A 
Pooper Scooper, if you will.”

Indianapolis headed into 
Week 12 co-leading the AFC 
South with just a 5-5 record.

Probably not the Indy .500 
local fans had in mind.

Cowboys QB Tony Romo is 
out for the season after break-
ing his collarbone for the sec-
ond time in nine weeks.

In other words, he has a 
snap count of two.

The Knicks’ Carmelo An-
thony took seven steps while 
pulling up to take a jump shot 
against the Heat — and didn’t 
get called for traveling.

Replay offi cials refused to 
reverse it, saying he main-
tained possession with both 
feet inbounds.

RJ Currie of Sports-
Deke.com, after Floyd May-
weather, speaking of Ronda 
Rousey, said “a true cham-
pion can take a loss and 
bounce back”: “The guy was 
49-0. How would he know?”

Stampeders long-snapper 
Randy Chevrier, to the Cal-
gary Sun, on what he’d be do-
ing if he didn’t play football 
for a living: “I’d be standing 
upright more.”

The Bills, simply out of 
habit, emerged from the bus 
in punt formation.

From ESPN’s Kevin 
Negandhi: DeAndre Jordan 
has already missed 95 free 
throws this season, nearly 
the same total Steph Curry 
has missed the past 4 seasons 
combined.

Pipe Dreams: Molinaro’s Weekly Briefi ng; Quote Marks
from Page 83
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WWishingYou Happy Holidays  
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*260 East 188th Street  *  2021 Grand Concourse * 2101 Quarry Rd     
*470 East Fordham Rd * 4487 Third Avenue 

NNNEEEWWW   LLLOOOCCCAAATTTIIIOOONNN   ---   CCCOOOMMMIIINNNGGG   SSSOOOOOONNN   : 2016 Bronxdale Ave 

718.220.2020   www.uchcbronx.org 
UNION Community Health Center        UCHC_Bronx 

� Pediatrics                                     

� Adolescent Medicine 
� Adult Medicine 
� Geriatrics 

� OB/GYN- Women’s Health 
� Behavioral Health/Support Groups 
� Physical Therapy 

� Occupational Health Services 
� Physiatry 
� Urology 

� Speech, Hearing and Language Therapy 

 

� RAPID/After-Hours Care 
(Evenings and Weekends )                

� Dental /Orthodontics  
� Radiology 

� Optometry 
� Endocrinology 
� Orthopedics 

� Rheumatology 
� Allergy 
� Cardiology 

� And more 

Walk-ins Welcome - No Appointment Necessary – 7 Days a Week 

Quality Primary Medical, Dental and Specialty Services for the Entire Family 
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