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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Thanks to local activists 

and a $45 million grant, one 
of the busiest subway stations 
in the Bronx will soon receive 
two new elevators.

On Tuesday, December 1, 
the South Bronx Community 
Congress held a press confer-
ence to celebrate their victory 
after the MTA included the 
funding of $45 million for the 
construction of two new eleva-
tors at the 149th Street / Grand 
Concourse subway station to 
accommodate those, particu-
larly seniors and the disabled, 
who use the commercial hub 
on a regular basis.

The funding, which is part 
of the MTA 2015-2019 Capital 
Budget, will result in an ele-
vator replacement on the east 

side and the installation of a 
new elevator on the west side 
of the subway station, a proj-
ect that SBCC has fought for 
since 2012.

SBCC, an activist group 
made of local residents, school 
teachers and laborers, many of 
whom attended nearby Hostos 
Community College, hounded 
the MTA and held various pe-
tition drives and protests. 

They also talked to resi-
dents and received signatures 
from residents living at Mi-
chelangelo Apartments, lo-
cated at 225 E. 149th Street, 
who agreed that new elevators 
needed to be in the nearby sub-
way station. 

Additionally, SBCC re-
ceived support from Congress-
man Jose Serrano as well as 

Councilwoman Maria del Car-
men Arroyo.

During the press confer-
ence, the audience, some of 
whom were SBCC members, 
chanted uplifting phrases 
such as “Victory For The 
South Bronx”, “Power To The 
People”, and “Si, Se Puede”, 
meaning “Yes, It IsPossible” 
in Spanish.

According to the MTA, 
the 2015-2019 capital program 
currently awaits approval by 
the Capital Program Review 
Board in Albany. 

Once approved, the MTA 
will be able to move forward 
with the design and construc-
tion of the elevators at the sta-
tion to make it ADA accessi-
ble.

Jeter’s Turn 2 Helps Needy Edgewater Pk. prepares for fl oods 
Continued on Page 80

Continued on Page 80

Patrick Harten, one of Jeter’s Leaders in former NY Yankees 
all-star shortstop Derek Jeter’s Turn 2 Foundation, holds up 
a shirt he received during a gift-wrapping party at Yankee 
Stadium on Tuesday, November 17. Dozens of youth assembled 
gift bags for children in the Turn 2 programs. For more photos 
see page 46.

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A Throggs Neck waterfront 

neighborhood is the subject 
of a report addressing ways 
to fortify such communities 
against Mother Nature’s fury.  

The Department of City 
Planning released its Resil-
ient Neighborhoods initiative 
report for Edgewater Park on 
Thursday, October 29 which 
is the outcome of two years of 
study in partnership with lo-
cal stakeholders and recom-
mends ways to address the 
dangers facing waterfront 
neighborhoods.

Resilient Neighborhoods is 

a place-specifi c planning ini-
tiative led by DCP in collabo-
ration with communities to 
identify locally-based strate-
gies supporting the continued 
vitality and resiliency of ten 
communities located in the 
city’s fl oodplain, one of which 
includes Edgewater Park.

DCP said Edgewater Park 
was selected due to the high 
fl ood risk it faces for its unique 
building typology and vulner-
able location on the Long Is-
land Sound.

The neighborhood’s loca-
tion and elevation makes it 
susceptible to fl ooding not 

only during hurricanes or 
major storms, but also during 
typical storms. 

The city’s work in Edge-
water Park has three major 
goals such as reducing fl ood 
risk by enabling buildings to 
withstand fl ooding and other 
hazards while minimizing 
disruption to residents by up-
dating the Edgewater co-op by-
laws to allow for fl ood resilient 
construction and investment, 
planning for adaptation over 
time by updating the commu-
nity on current and future 
climate risk and providing a 
menu of targeted resiliency 

THUMBS UP FOR
MTA ELEVATORS 
Community celebrates hard-fought victory
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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LET US CATER YOUR NEXT...

ROASTED
TURKEYS

12-16 Lbs.
18-22 Lbs.
24-28 Lbs.
30-36 Lbs.

SIDES
Stuffi ng w/Sausage
Roasted Potatoes
Sweet Potatoes w/Marshmallows
String Bean Almadine
Fresh Cranberry Sauce
Turkey Gravy

WE ALSO HAVE
Sliced Pork w/Gravy
Sliced Roast Beef w/Gravy
Lasagna & Eggplant Parm

PLUS A FULL LINE OF PIES
PLACE YOUR ORDER EARLY

Pork Roast
Roast Beef
Homemade Sausage
Braciola

Steaks
Burgers
Chops

Every Thursday is Thanksgiving At Barino’s. Come See Our Selection And Pick Up Your Holiday Menu.

718.828.9200

HOMEMADE
TRY OUR

RAVIOLIS
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Everyone is welcome at Open Run 
GET MOVING IN ST MARY’S PARK

Free runs and walks every Saturday at 9 a.m.
Meet us at the intersection of Eagle Avenue  
and 149th Street (look for the big rock).

#NYRROpenRun  
#OR_StMarysPark

nyrr.org/openrun

This program is in collaboration with  
NYC Parks’ Community Parks Initiative.
Copyright ©2015 by New York Road Runners. All rights reserved.

Questions, or looking for more information about volunteering?  
Contact openrun@nyrr.org or check out our website, nyrr.org/openrun.

FANCY 
& FREE

GREAT STORES • FREE PARKING

crosscountycenter.com/shopquiz

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Jacobi Medical Center, a 

fi xture in the northeast Bronx 
and beyond, celebrated its 60th 
anniversary in 2015. 

Dr. Morris Stampher’s ca-
reer as a cardiologist at the 
hospital nearly spans Jacobi’s 
entire history.   

When he fi rst began as a 
medical student in 1959, Jacobi 
was a community and teaching 
hospital. 

It gradually evolved into a 
regional medical center known 
for treating serious trauma. 

Speaking about how things 
were when he began, Dr. Stam-
pher said the medical fl oors 
had separate  dedicated areas 
for men and women, each hos-
pital room accomodated six 
patients, there was just one 
bathroom per fl oor and air 
conditioning was not an op-
tion. 

When he began working 
in the hospital in 1961 as part 
of his medical training, it was 
the hottest summer on record 
at that point, and everyone was 
sweating it out, he said. 

“The patients were the com-
munity, the neighborhood,” he 
said of when he started. “This 

Jacobi Medical Center celebrates 60th year
was really the community hos-
pital for Morris Park and Pel-
ham Parkway.”

Dr. Stampher recalls it be-
ing very busy during his in-
ternship, and during that time 
he said he would see at least 
fi ve new patients in a shift, and 
would follow them through the 
hospital as they received care. 

He graduated from medi-
cal school in 1963, and went to 
work at Jacobi for about three 
decades before starting a pri-
vate practice in New Rochelle, 
NY. He returned to Jacobi in 
2006. 

During that time, Jacobi 
Medical Center blossomed into 
the regional medical center 
it is today, as part of the city’s 
sprawling Health and Hospi-
tals Corporation. 

The doctor said that while 
the practice of medicine at 
Jacobi has changed over the 
years, it remains a teaching 
hospital, in conjunction with 
Montefi ore. 

“What we do today is a 
little different than what we 
did then,” said Dr. Stampher. 
“The technology has vastly im-
proved; the physical facilities 
are incredibly advanced com-

pared to what we lived with at 
that time.” 

But one thing has not 
changed, he said. 

“I think that the Jacobi 
spirit is still here,” said the 
doctor. “I think we have a very 
strong team here…who work 
together to take care of the pa-
tients, take care of their fami-
lies and to have a presence in 
this community.” 

The doctor said that his 
mentor, Dr. Milford Fulop, who 
practiced at Jacobi his entire 
career from 1955 until he re-
tired earlier this year, was the 
faculty member that brought 
him back to the college and the 
medical center about ten years 
ago. 

Originally Jacobi was es-
tablished to provide a tertiary 
care facility and a teaching 
hospital on a tree-lined campus 
away from urban congestion, 
according to a written history 
provided by a Jacobi spokes-
man. 

The 64-acre parcel was pur-
chased by the Department of 
Hospitals, a forerunner of the 
Health and Hospital Corp. in 
1949. 

The property was occupied 

at the time by a large truck 
farm and several homes.

The site’s existing streets 
were demapped  and the homes 
were either moved or demol-
ished to make way for the hos-
pital.

When Jacobi was fully 
opened in 1955, it included an 
898-bed facility for acute care, 
called Jacobi Hospital, 

A year later a 500-bed hos-
pital for chronic tuberculosis 
care at Van Etten Hospital was 
added. 

Today, Jacobi Medical Cen-
ter’s campus encompasses six 
buildings, plus three Einstein 
facilities, and an Emergency 
Medical Services garage run by 
the Fire Department, a spokes-
man said. 

Dr. Morris Stampher, a cardiologist, recalled his time at Jacobi, starting 
from his medical school days to the present. Jacobi is 60-years old this 
year. Photo courtesy of Jacobi Medical Center
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1001 CITTY ISLANDD AVEENUE | BBRROONNNXXX, NNYY 110004466444 || TTEELLEEPPHHHOONNEE:: 334477--668800--338865 | EMAAIL: SCCAVEELLOPP@AOOOL.COM

PRESENTS

SPECIAL GUEST DJ
CHRIS NAVATTA | NON-STOP ENTERTAINMENT

Give your valentine  
the gift of freestyle

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12 | STARTS 9PM
ENTRANCE $125 INDIVIDUAL

GROUPS OF 8 OR MORE DISCOUNTED RATES

FOUR COURSE SIT DOWN DINNER
UNLIMITED BEER AND HOUSE WINE

718-885-2570

PERFORMING LIVE

“It’s a ‘HIT.” No pun intended!” FOX TV

“It’s guaranteed to give you more laughs… 
This is actually funny!” DAILY NEWS

Forget a date, bring an alibi!

Friday, January 8th, 8pm
Interactive Comedy Murder Mystery Show 

with a 4-course Dinner, Unlimited Wine, 
Dancing and a Show!

$90 per ticket
To buy tickers, call 718-885-2570

or email scavellop@aol.com
*A small convenience fee will be charge to all tickets to cover  

the tax and service.
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LAID BACK 
& LUXURY

MICHAEL KORS • NOW OPEN 

crosscountycenter.com/shopquiz

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The new pastor of the re-

cently merged Our Lady of the 
Assumption-St. Mary Star of 
the Sea Church is ready, will-
ing and more than able for the 
challenges ahead.

In September 2015, Fr. 
Knapp was offi cially named 
as Our Lady of the Assump-
tion-St. Mary Star of the 
Sea Church new pastor, suc-
ceeding Monsignor Anthony 
Marchitelli who had served 
there since 2011.

Msgr. Marchitelli presently 
serves as pastor for St. James 
the Apostle and Our Lady of 
the Lake Mount Carmel Par-
ish in Carmel, NY.

To formally welcome Fr. 
Knapp as the parish’s new 
pastor, a Sunday, November 29 
Installation Mass was held at 
OLA Church in which St. Ray-
mond Church’s pastor, Monsi-
gnor John Graham, installed 
Fr. Knapp at the very begin-
ning of the service.

Following his installation, 
Fr. Knapp proceeded to cel-

Our Lady of the Assumption 
parish installs new pastor

ebrate the Mass with the con-
gregation.

“It’s a honor and a privi-
lege to serve the people here 
and on City Island and I’m 
looking forward to working 
together with everyone,” said 
Fr. Knapp adding. “It’s com-
ing full circle and it’s great to 
be back in the neighborhood. 
Whether it’s baptizing babies, 
comforting families experi-
encing the loss of a loved one, 
celebrating Mass or working 
together with Our Lady of the 
Assumption School, I’m look-
ing forward to helping any 
way I can.”   

A Bronx native, Fr. Knapp 
grew up in Locust Point and 
graduated from  St. Frances 
de Chantal School in 1974.

His days at St. Frances de 
Chantal Church played a piv-
otal role in inspiring his pur-
suit of the priesthood.

“It was something that 
I wanted to do since the 4th 
grade and the parish priests 
there were very good men who 
inspired me to pursue this 

fi eld,” he said.
Fr. Knapp, a Class of 1978 

St. Raymonds High School for 
Boys alum, attended Iona Col-
lege where he earned his Bach-
elor’s Degree in History with a 
minor in Philosophy in 1982.

Next, Fr. Knapp attended 
St. Joseph’s Seminary in Yon-
kers, for four years where he 
studied theology.

Fr. Knapp was ordained 
in 1986 and began his fi rst as-
signment as parochial vicar 
for the Bronx’s Our Lady of 
Refuge Church in November 
of that same year.

Three years later, Fr. 
Knapp was assigned as an ad-
ministrator of St. Denis-St. 
Columba Church in Hopewell 
Junction, NY.

In July 1993, the Bronx 
native returned to his roots 
when he was named an admin-
istrator for Our Lady of Solace 
Church for two years.

Fr. Knapp served in the 
role of pastor for a dozen  
years at Our Lady of Solace 
until it merged with St. Domi-

nic Church in 2007.
From there, Fr. Knapp 

served as pastor at St. Gabriel 
Church.

In August 2015, Pelham 
Bay-based OLA and the City 
Island-based St. Mary Star of 
the Sea merged as part of the 
Archdiocese of New York’s 
‘Making All Things New’ pas-
toral planning initiative seek-
ing to best match the religious, 
spiritual and pastoral needs of 
several Catholic parishes. 

His prior experience at OLS 

and St. Dominic prepared him 
for the challenge of joining the 
two congregations into one.

Fr. Knapp explained Our 
Lady of the Assumption-St. 
Mary Star of the Sea will un-
dergo an incorporation merger 
in September 2016 which will 
result in a new name. 

He added there are plans to 
hold town hall meetings in the 
new year at OLA and St. Mary 
Star of the Sea to disseminate 
information on the upcoming 
parish merger.

Fr. John Knapp was recently appointed as pastor of Our Lady of the As-
sumption Church/St. Mary Star of the Sea Church. 
 Photo courtesy of Our Lady of the Assumption/St. Mary Star of the Sea Church
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx NY 10465 or 
e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.com. 
Please include a phone number 
or a way to contact you in case of 
questions. 

Wedding Announcement

On Saturday, September 
26, Joe O’Rourke and Su-

sanne Velasco were united in 
marriage. It was an intimate 
ceremony in Pelham Manor 
surrounded by their loving fam-
ilies. 

The reception was held at an 
upscale restaurant, The Capital 
Grille in Manhattan, and it con-
tinued at The Rare View, a roof 
top bar adorned by the Empire 
State Building. A great time was 
had by all. 

Joe and Susanne embarked 
on a Norwegian Cruise to Ber-
muda for their sublime honey-
moon. 

We are so proud of Joe, a New 
York City Firefi ghter stationed 

at Engine 63/Ladder 39. We are 
equally proud of Joe’s bride who 
works at Sloan Kettering Hospi-
tal. We wish Joe and Susanne 
many years of supreme happi-
ness. All our love. -- From Joe 
and Susanne’s families. 

100 years young 

Elizabeth Grant cele-
brated her 100th birthday at 
Louis Seafood Restaurant with 
her family: her daughter Nancy 
Hughes and her grand daugh-
ter Frances Hughes. Rosema-

rie and Bob Moschetta, owners 
of Louis Seafood in Throggs 
Neck, had the pleasure of serv-
ing Elizabeth for the past 25 
years. 

The birthday celebration 
took place on Thursday, No-
vember 12, which was on her 
birth date. Birthday cheers for 
Elizabeth and wishes for many 
more years of good health. 

Obituary 

Lawrence Charles Meyer, 
68,  formerly of the Bronx, died 
on Saturday, November 21.

Born in the Bronx on De-
cember 21, 1946, he was the son 
of Lawrence and Katherine 
Hughes Meyer. Larry served 
in the US Navy during the Viet-
nam War and was a New York 
City Police Offi cer in the 43, 48 
and 23 precincts before he re-
tired as an NYPD Detective.

He was a member of The-
odore Korony American Le-
gion Post #253, Throggs Neck 

Memorial American Legion 
Post #1456, the New York City 
Patrolmen’s Benevolent Asso-
ciation, and the Detectives En-
dowment Association. 

On June 2, 1968, at St. Hel-
ena’s Church, he married Bar-
bara Pilecki, who survives 
him. He is also survived by his 
daughter, Donna Frawley and 
her husband Patrick, Caitlin 
Frawley; his brother and sis-
ter-in-law, Robert and Barbara 
Meyer of Las Vegas, NV; and 
his niece, Theresa Meyer.

Notable Passing

Luigi Ferrara, 64, died in 
his home of heart failure on 
Monday, November 9. 

Born in Italy, Louie was the 
eldest son of Mary and Angelo 
Ferrara. He is survived by his 
mother Mary, siblings Grace, 
Eva, Robert, niece Sandra and 
other family. Of the four Ferr-
ara children, Louie had the soft-
est heart and the hardest road, 
may he rest with God in peace 
and love. 

Thank you

The Little Sisters of the Poor 
and the residents of the Jeanne 
Jugan Home wish to thank ev-
eryone who attended or helped 
in any way to make our annual 
Christmas sale a success. We re-
main grateful for your contin-
ued support of our mission to the 
elderly.

Elizabeth Grant with her daughter, 
granddaughters, and restaurant 
owner

Lawrence Charles Meyer

HAPPY&  
HOLIDAYS

crosscountycenter.com/shopquiz

VISIT SANTA • GIFTS FOR ALL • FREE PARKING

We fund 
companies 
that need 
cash for 
their business 
NOW!

 Cash in 
 24 Hours

 No Middleman

 Apply Directly

▲
▲
▲

Get from $1000 
to $1 Million Today!

Call Now  |  866-88GETCASH KAHN
You build it. We fund it.
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All New York Yankees trademarks and copyrights are owned by the New York Yankees and used with the permission of the New York Yankees.

 
I LOVE THE YANKEES, 
MY FATHER LOVED 
THE YANKEES, 
EVEN MY FATHER’S 
FATHER WHO DID NOT 
LIKE SPORTS, ALSO 
LOVED THE YANKEES.
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44th PCT.
Monday, November 23, 2015, 4:00 a.m. 

-- The suspect, armed with a gun, walked into 
the grocery store located at 45 Elliot Avenue and 
demanded money from the register. The clerk 
complied and the suspects fled. There were no 
reported injuries. The suspect is described as a 
male black. 

45h PCT.
Tuesday, September 22, 2015, 10:30 p.m. 

-- A suspect approached the 20-year-old female 
victim as she was walking in the vicinity of Hard-
ing Avenue and Prentiss Avenue and engaged her in 
conversation by asking her for the time.  The sus-
pect then proceeded to ask the victim for a sexual 
favor. When the victim declined, the suspect put 
the victim into a bear hug and after releasing her, 
grabbed her buttocks with both hands and fled.

Friday, October 16, 2015 4:30 a.m. -- 
Three suspects drove up to 181 City Island 
Avenue in a white U-Haul van and a dark col-
ored SUV. They removed a 2014 Kawasaki mo-
torcycle.

Friday, October 16, 2015, 7:37 p.m. -- Po-
lice responded to a call of a pedestrian struck at 
the intersection of Lane and Tremont Avenue. Upon 
arrival, officers discovered a 58 year-old male un-
conscious and unresponsive. EMS responded and 
pronounced the male deceased at the scene. 

Initial investigation revealed that the pedes-
trian walked to the front of a 2010 Toyota, which 
was parked legally in a marked spot and was un-
occupied. The pedestrian apparently fell in front of 
the vehicle and remained there in a sitting position, 
with his back to the front bumper. The operator of 
the Toyota apparently entered his vehicle from the 
rear, started it and pulled out of the parking spot. 
The operator ran over the pedestrian with his front 
tires before coming to a stop. The Toyota and its 
driver remained at the scene. There are no arrests 
and the investigation is ongoing by the NYPD’s Col-
lision Squad 

November 1, 2015, 5:50 p.m. -- A 16-year-
old female, was with her mother walking up 
the stairs to her apartment, inside of a build-
ing in the vicinity of Frisby Avenue and Over-
ing Street, when a suspect approached her from 
behind and grabbed her buttocks.  The suspect 
then fled the scene. The suspect was last seen 
wearing a grey hooded sweatshirt, dark jeans 
and glasses. 

Sunday, November 22, 2015, 3:40 a.m. -- 
Two males were stabbed multiple times by a group 
of males who exited a gray vehicle. The attack oc-
curred near 3571 E. Tremont Avenue. A 38-year-old 
male sustained lacerations to the right side of his 
body, his right arm and his back and neck. A sec-
ond victim, a 46-year old male, sustained injury to 
his head. 

An arrest was made on November 22 at 7:15 
p.m. A 27-year-old was charged with Attempt-
ed Murder, Assault and Criminal Possession of a 
Weapon.

920 Allerton Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10469 
(718) 654-0500 
FarengaBrosFuneralHome.com 

Anyone can deliver food, but when you order Tosca, you’ll experience the highest level of traditional Italian hospitality. We’ll bring our delicious homemade menu choices to you—
convenient, delectable, affordable. Tosca’s catering service provides you with the uncompromising taste and quality of menu and service in the comfort of your own specified locale. 
You can create your own package, simply contact us for further inquiry and we’ll be happy to arrange your menu. Fast, free delivery and set–up. House accounts welcomed.

Catering? Let Tosca cater your next home or office event  (FULL MENU AVAILABLE ONLINE)

Grande SERVES 8–10 $150
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka 

or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala 

or Chicken Francese
·  1 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

Party–Sized Trays Half trays feed 
approximately 6 to 8 people. Full trays feed 
approximately 12 to 15 people.

Fast, Free Delivery and Set-Up 
All orders are kept hot and ready– 
to–serve. Plates, napkins, table covers and 
eating/serving utensils included upon request.

Generoso SERVES 15–20 $325
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Appetizer: Fried Calamari, Buffalo Wings or Mozzarella Sticks
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala 

or Chicken Francese
·  2 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

$15 OFF
ANY CATERING ORDER 

OF $100 OR MORE
WITH COUPON ONLY. PLEASE MENTION 

WHEN ORDERING. EXCLUDES PACKAGES. 
EXPIRES 1/31/2016  TOSCA BX TIMES 11-15

$25 OFF
ANY CATERING ORDER 

OF $150 OR MORE
WITH COUPON ONLY. PLEASE MENTION 

WHEN ORDERING. EXCLUDES PACKAGES. 
EXPIRES 1/31/2016  TOSCA BX TIMES 11-15

Office Party
· Vegetable Crudite
· Wrap Platter 
· Caesar Salad with  
Grilled Chicken Breast

· Fresh Fruit Platter
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 

Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Family Style
·  Fresh Mozzarella, Roasted 

Peppers & Fresh Basil
· Clams Oreganata
· Penne Alla Vodka
· Chicken Scarpariello
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 

Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Game Day
· Buffalo Wings
· Fried Calamari
· Wrap Platter
· Baked Ziti
with Meat Balls

·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

House Party
· Shrimp Cocktail
· Clams Oreganata
· Fusilli Al Alvina
· Chicken Scarpariello
· Caesar Salad
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 

Focaccia or Garlic Knots

The Italian Job
· Imported Cheese & Fruit Platter
· Fried Calamari · Caesar Salad
· Baked Ziti with Chicken Cutlet
· Sausage & Broccoli Rabe
· Shrimp Risotto Donna
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 

Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Nonno Mia
· Eggplant Rollatini 
· Clams Oreganata
· Farfalle Alla Pesto
· Arugula, Endive, 
Radicchio Salad

·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Serves 12–15 $165 Serves 12–15 $180 Serves 12–15 $195 Serves 12–15 $195 Serves 12–15 $230 Serves 15–20 $290

4 0 3 8  E A S T  T R E M O N T  A V E N U E  ·  A T  M I L E S  A V E N U E  ·  T H R O G S  N E C K ,  B R O N X ,  N Y 

F A S T  F R E E  D E L I V E R Y  7 1 8 . 2 3 9 . 3 3 0 0
O N L I N E  O R D E R I N G  ·  C U R B S I D E  P I C K - U P  ·  V A L E T  P A R K I N G  ·  T O S C A N Y C . C O M  T O S C A N Y C  T O S C A N Y C

“100 Best Italian Restaurants”

“Lovingly restored
1922 pizza oven”

Rated  2015

“#1 Pizza In The Bronx”

“Best spot for brunch 
in the Bronx”

Open Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day, 
New Year’s Eve 

& New Year’s Day
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DOBBS FERRY  |  MANHATTAN  |  BRONX  |  YORKTOWN HEIGHTS  |  ONLINE

TRANSFER DAYS
ALL FOUR CAMPUSES � DEC. 7 � DEC. 14 � DEC. 21
��Personal attention - meet with 
    your personal mentor on average, 
    16 times per semester*

� Affordable - one of the lowest 
    private tuitions in the country

��Distinguished faculty

��Maximum number of 
    credits accepted†

��Over 90 undergraduate and graduate 
    degree � certi�cate programs

� Flexible scheduling - days, nights, 
    weekends & online

* The national average is just 3 times per semester. † Up to 75 credits from a two-year institution or up to 90 credits from a four-year institution. Most other colleges only accept up to 60 transfer credits.

Anthony Sicuranza
B.S. in Business Administration - Finance ’15
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Mediocrity vs.
meritocracy
Dear editor,
     As a society, we have suc-

cumbed to demagogues and 
false prophets. This has man-
ifested itself in what can best 
be described as a dangerous 
and highly contentious situa-
tion, and is the primary rea-
son why we have become will-
ing witnesses to the elevation 
of mediocrity and the decline 
of meritocracy.

Recently the FDNY pro-
moted Choeurlyne Dorin-
Holder, a female candidate 
who failed to pass a physical 
endurance test, and also run 
a course in a given amount 
of time, even after it was ad-
justed down in her favor.    

Diversity, political cor-
rectness; we live in an entitle-
ment and privileged culture 
that will be our ruin. It has 
just been revealed that Dorin-
Holder , after only ten days 
on the job, suffered an injury 
while making a routine equip-
ment check in the fi rehouse. 
Following this incident, vet-
eran fi refi ghters expressed 
outrage at what has been 
wrought on their profession, 
and how the quality of new ad-
ditions to the department will 
probably continue to deterio-
rate.

Success or victory, in some 
cases, are frowned upon so as 
to avoid hurt feelings and shat-
tered egos. Political correct-
ness has had a damning effect 
on our culture, as most of us 
are well aware of the fact that 
merit is no longer the stan-
dard by which we determine 
a person’s ability to compete. 
In a highly controversial and 
what many believe amounts to 
an unfair practice, the FDNY 
among other agencies, have 
disassembled the traditional 
merit system and replaced it 
with diversity under the ae-
gis of government and judicial 
oversight.

When activist judge Nich-
olas Garaufi s issued a court 
ordered ‘priority hire’ to the 
FDNY to give preference to the 
race, ethnicity and gender of 
the candidate as are now ma-
jor factors, he automatically 
replaced intelligence, ability, 
merit and character. We have 
embarked on a journey that 
will eventually lead to a loss of 
quality and substance in the 
municipal workforce.

Is this how we achieve the 
American dream today, lower-

ing standards, adjusting the 
rules to compensate for inad-
equacies. Instead of Shield-
ing people from reality and 
manipulating the system to 
benefi t their short comings, 
we should allow them to fail 
honorably and learn from 
their mistake. In school sport-
ing events, there are no win-
ners, the adult administrators 
feel it necessary to also give 
awards to the children who 
lose in competitive events, so 
they don’t feel victimized, left 
out and inadequate. When we 
advance mediocrity over mer-
itocracy; we deprive people of 
their self worth and competi-
tive spirit, at the same time de-
valuing societal standards of 
excellence.

This is not to say that all fe-
male candidates are unquali-
fi ed. In the same class as the 
case discussed above three 
other females passed all the 
physical tests and graduated. 
Like their male counterparts 
who graduated, these women 
deserved their success, and 
we should applaud their forti-
tude and driving spirit.

There is a verse in 
a poem that captures 
the spirit of this issue:                                                                                                
We can’t all be achievers, some 
will fail/ make all your efforts 
and time well spent/ accept 
success with grace and humil-
ity/ face failure with courage 
and strength. 

Bob Pascarella

Now, we get
nothing

(The following letter was 
sent to the Albanian American 
Society Foundation)

Congratulations on your 
celebration of the 10rd anni-
versary ofthe independence 
of Albania. The Bronx is the 
home to the largest popula-
tion of people of Albanian de-
scent outside of Europe, and I 
am proud to continue to part-
ner with this important com-
munity and your organization 
to rebuild and rebrand the 
Bronx.

This year’s celebration is 
incredibly meaningful, as we 
honor amazing individuals 
who have contributed so much 
to the culture, history and her-
itage of the Albanian people, 
including the founding father 
of Albania, Ismal Qemaili, 
General Isa Boletini, General 
Tahir Sinani and the brave 
men who originally declared 
Albania’s independence 103 

years ago.
Our borough’s history with 

the Albanian community 
goes back to the 1930s, when a 
young Regis Philbin was grow-
ing up in the streets of Van 
Nest and Morris Park. Today, 
from Belmont to Pelham Park-
way to Morris Park and every-
where in between, Albanians 
are helping to strengthen the 
core of the Bronx in our busi-
ness, cultural and nonprofi t 
communities.

Since my NY Assembly 
days I have been involved in 
the Albanian community with 
Stephen B. Kaufman. Later 
in August of 2009, I joined to-
gether with our borough’s Al-
banian community to honor 
Mother Teresa with her very 
own street in the Bronx, a por-
tion of Lydig Avenue between 
Holland and Wallace avenues 
that we now call Mother Te-
resa Way.

That historic event could 
not have happened without the 
efforts of my friend, Esad A. 
Rizai, who worked so hard for 
almost two decades, through 
the Albanian American Soci-
ety Foundation, to make that 
happen. My offi ce continues 
to have a strong relationship 
with Esad and the Albanian 
American Society Founda-
tion, and we continue to work 
together to this day.

I am grateful for your sup-
port, and I look forward to con-
tinuing to expand the strong 
relationship between my of-
fi ce and the Albanian-Ameri-
can community.,

Borough President

Ruben Diaz, Jr.

Where does
the buck stop?

Dear editor,
Tom Allon, president of 

City and State magazine 
writes a column in the Bronx 
Times Reporter in the guise of 
reporting, that really belongs 
on the Opinion Page (ed. note 
- Mr. Allon writes a weekly 
column).  His column is not 

journalism and Allon is not a 
journalist, but a political shill 
for the Democrats.

Tom’s call for answers to 
the lack of leadership that 
leads to lapses in security 
from terrorist attacks illus-
trates that he, like the Obama 
Administration, the Clinton 
campaign, and the left leaning 
democrats is guilty of the very 
premise of his column.  Lead-
ers failing to take responsi-
bility for their actions and ac-
knowledging what Tom, citing 
the sign on Harry Truman’s 
desk ‘The Buck Stops Here.’

     It has been 15-plus years 
since 9/11 and Tom is calling 
for Bush and Cheney hear-
ings in Congress just like the 
one Hillary was subject to re-
garding Benghazi.  He wants 
answers to what led to the 9/11 
attacks!  Tom wants answers 
from Bush and Cheney as to 
what led us into war in Iraq.  
He wants today’s City Coun-
cil to have hearings regard-
ing Giuliani’s decision about 
locating the NY Emergency 
Command Center in the WTC. 
The same council that put an 
end to ‘Stop-Ask –Frisk’, which 
kept guns off the street.

     We have had almost two 
full terms of Obama includ-
ing four years of Hilary as 
his Secretary of State.  Two 
terms of the Obama leading 
from behind, defunding of the 
military, disregarding the ad-
vice from Leon Panetta, Rob-
ert Gates, David Petraeus and 
Chuck Hagel has led to today’s 
security concerns.  

     Hagel resigned as Secre-
tary of Defense in November 
2014 after less than two years 
in the job due to confl icts with 
Obama and the White House 
staff as to how to deal with 
ISIS.  

     That is current history 
Mr. Allon. Nowhere in Mr. Al-
lon’s column is there any men-
tion of Obama, much less his 
taking any responsibility for 
today’s security issues.  It ap-
pears the buck does ‘not’ stop 
at Obama’s desk,

Carl J. Cannizzaro

Letters to the editor are welcome from all readers. They should 
be addressed care of this newspaper to Laura Guerriero, Pub-
lisher, the Bronx Times Reporter, 3604 E. Tremont Ave., Bronx, 
NY 10465, or e-mail to bronxtimes@cnglocal.com. All letters, 
including those submitted via e-mail, MUST be signed and with 
a verifi able address and telephone number included. Note that 
the  address and telephone number  will NOT be published and 
the name will be published or withheld upon request. No un-
signed letters can be accepted for publication. The editor re-
serves the right to edit all submissions. 

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
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This Holiday...
Give a Gift that Sparkles...

Caputo
JEWELERS
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BY MADELINE ANTHONY
After 10 years in offi ce, Council-

woman Maria del Carmen Arroyo has 
announced her resignation. 

Arroyo will fi nish out the remainder 
of the year and offi cially leave her post 
on December 31, one year before the end 
of her term.

Arroyo has attributed her abrupt de-
cision to familial obligations.  

“I must now dedicate my time and ef-
forts to address pressing family needs,” 
read the councilwoman’s statement ex-
plaining her resignation.  

In her statement Arroyo also de-
scribed what a privilege it was to serve 
the people of the Bronx. “It is an expe-
rience I will always cherish and I am 
proud to say we’ve made the Bronx a 
better place,” she said.  

The South Bronx Overall Economic 
Development Corporation, with whom 
Arroyo has supported many years, re-
leased a statement commending the 
councilwoman on her service to New 
York City, calling her a “tireless advo-
cate” and a “hard working representa-
tive for her district.”  

“She has been a bedrock in the com-
munity”, the SoBRO statement contin-
ued, “and is sure to continue serving 
the Bronx for many years to come.”

Born in Puerto Rico, her parents 
relocated to the south Bronx when Ar-
royo was seven-years-old, where she be-
gan her education at P.S. 154 elementary 
school. 

Arroyo went on to graduate from 
Hostos Community College with an As-
sociate in Arts degree and Lehman Col-
lege with a Bachelor’s Degree in Health 
Service Administration. 

Arroyo completed her education 
with a Masters of Public Administra-
tion from New York University Robert 
Wagner Graduate School of Public Ser-
vice. 

The councilwoman was elected to 
represent District 17 in 2005 after years 
of working in administration and man-
agement, including positions as execu-
tive director at Segundo Ruiz Belvis D 
& TC,  senior director of Operations at 
Narco Freedom, Inc., Division of Health 
Care Services and executive director of 
the South Bronx Community Corpora-
tion. 

In 2013 three of Arroyo’s campaign 
workers were charged with forging sig-
natures on primary ballots, yet Arroyo 
was not charged. 

Of the incident Arroy stated that her 

only crime was “trusting too much”. In 
the election that followed, she won her 
seat again.

While the politician’s next move has 
not yet been announced, it is rumored 
that Arroyo decided to leave her post to 
try her hand in the private sector.  

“I heard that she got a very good of-
fer and wanted to move on to the priviate 
industry,” said Josephine Infante, pres-
ident of the Hunts Point Economic De-
velopment Coroporation who went on to 
say nothing but good things about the c                                                                                            
ouncilwoman’s time in offi ce. “She was 
always there in meetings. Some council 
members are ‘there’ but absent, she was 
always there. I have seen her in action 
in council and I admire her dedication. 

She was very responsible and dedicated 
to local issues, especially senior citi-
zens. I wish her well.” 

When an unexpired term becomes 
available, it is required by the City 
Charter that the Mayor call a special 
election to fi ll the vacancy. 

A special election to fi ll her seat will 
most likely take place in Febuary, as 
it must occur within 45 days of the va-
cancy. The mayor will set the election 
date. 

The winner will serve out the re-
mainder of Arroyo’s term. 

While her offi ce has declinded to 
comment on who may be taking her po-
sition,  Arroyo’s chief of staff Joann Ot-
ero is said to have her eye on the posi-
tion.  

Council District 17 includes Long-
wood, Hunts Point, Concourse, Con-
course Village, Crotona Park, Melrose, 
Morrisania, Mott Haven, North Brother 
Island, Parkchester, Port Morris, and 
Soundview. 

Councilwoman Maria del 
Carmen Arroyo set to resign 

I heard that she [Councilwoman Maria del Carmen 
Arroyo] got a very good offer and wanted to move 

on to the private industry.
Josephine Infante

COUNCILWOMAN 
MARIA DEL CARMEN ARROYO

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is as of November 14, 2015, and is subject to 
change without notice. Maximum deposit is $250,000. FDIC regulations apply. The 
bank is not responsible for typographical errors. Substantial penalties for early 
withdrawal. Fees could reduce earnings. Member FDIC

www.ridgewoodbank.com

SPECIAL

Visit your local branch
or open online today!

1.25%APY*

Minimum opening deposit is $500

20 Month CD

1.50%APY*

Minimum opening deposit is $500

30 Month CD
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Care is best when it’s 
close to your home.

If you live in Manhattan, The Bronx, Queens, Brooklyn,  
Staten Island, Westchester County or Long Island,  
CenterLight Healthcare is there for you.

15 CenterLight Healthcare facilities means care is  
close to you 
Our services include medical care, social activities and 
rehabilitation at neighborhood settings where the focus is on 
 you. Our health care teams give you the care you need, when 
 you need it and where you need it. Even if it’s in your home.

Find a local center or 
schedule a home visit. 
1-877-226-8500 (TTY711)
 8am to 8pm EST, 7 days week

MKT 03012015

Find a local center or 
schedule a home visit. 
1-877-226-8500 (TTY711)
 8am to 8pm EST, 7 days week

CenterLightHealthcare.org

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The late night brawl that 

left three people stabbed in 
Throggs Neck has resulted in 
one arrest.

Police apprehended Joseph 
Aponte, 27, in the stabbing of 
two people at approximately 
3:40 a.m. on Saturday, Novem-
ber 22 on East Tremont Ave-
nue in Throggs Neck.

Aponte apparently had 
three accomplices who alleg-
edly punched and struck the 
two victims during the at-
tack. 

He was arrested later that 
day, and was charged with at-
tempted murder, gang assault, 
assault, criminal possession 
of a weapon and harassment. 

According to a police 
source, the dispute that turned 
to bloodshed emanated from 
Casa Restaurant and Lounge, 
at 3607 E. Tremont Avenue. 

“(It) was an argument that 
originated in Casa,” stated the 
source, who added that the ar-
gument was settled at Casa,  
and then resumed later on, 
two blocks away, in front of 
3571 E. Tremont Avenue. 

One of the victims acknowl-
edged he had been inside Casa 

Arrest made in TN lounge stabbings
Lounge prior to being at-
tacked, said a police source. 

Police sources have empha-
sized they have no evidence 
suggesting any crime took 
place inside of Casa. 

Casa co-owner Arnold Ro-
driguez denied any wrongdo-
ing in the incident, and said 
that Casa is a restaurant and 
lounge, not a ‘nightclub in dis-
guise,’ as some community 
critics suggested. 

Sam Beltran, who de-
scribed himself as a Casa as-
sociate, said that no violence 
occurred inside the establish-
ment. 

No patrons had to be re-
moved either, he said. 

“No fi ght happened in the 
establishment, and no fi ght 
spilled out onto the street,” 
said Beltran, referring to a 
published report.

Video footage they revealed 
did not show any fi ghting di-
rectly in front of the establish-
ment at the time the alleged 
crimes occurred. 

“If you look at our video 
surveillance, you see nothing 
going on in front,” said Rodri-
guez, who added “How do we 
control something that did not 

necessarily start in here?” 
They noted that the place 

where the stabbings were ac-
tually reported, as listed in 
the complaint report, was in 
front of the Green Apple Deli 
at the corner of Lafayette and 
E. Tremont avenues. 

However, other videos from 
the same time period appear 
to show a group coming from 
the direction of Casa being ac-
costed by another group at the 
corner of Sullivan Place and 
East Tremont Avenue. 

Community activist John 
Marano said he does not be-
lieve Casa management’s 
story. 

Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce 
has reached out to the State 
Liquor Authority on the man-
ner, said Marano. 

“We are not looking to close 
businesses down; we want 
people to be successful,” said 
Marano, but he felt Casa was 
being promoted as a club, not 
a restaurant. 

“It is a quiet neighborhood 
and we don’t need additional 
incidents,” he said, adding the 
community will not tolerate 
it. 

Senator Klein is taking the 

matter seriously and he wants 
to “cut Casa off from serving 
alcohol.” 

“I’m pleased that the State 

Liquor Authority promptly re-
sponded to my request to look 
into this troubled establish-
ment,” the senator stated. 

Police released this photograph taken from surveillance video of a per-
son they believe is connected to the stabbing. Photo courtesy of NYPD
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Children ages 5-12, $50 each

 Chicken Marsala  Eggplant Rollatini
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2815 Middletown Road 
(next door to Frank’s Pizza)

TEL 718.684.2815 FAX 718.597.3331 
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS · WE DELIVER!

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE 
www.facebook.com/DaFrancoandTonyRistorante 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Monday–Thursday, 12–10:00PM
Friday & Saturday, 12–11:00PM

Sunday, 1:00–10:00PM

Authentic Italian Cuisine
Our resturant is available for business meetings or family functions

BOOK YOUR NEXT 
Holiday Get Together With Us...

—Now Serving—
WINE, BEER, AND COCKTAILS...

Da Franco & Tony
Ristorante

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Residents in an east Bronx commu-

nity scored a big win that will hope-
fully curtail speeding. 

Neighbors on Ellis Avenue in Castle 
Hill between Zerega and Havermeyer 
Avenues were successful in their advo-
cacy for a speed hump, which was re-
cently  installed on their block to slow 
car traffi c. 

The city Department of Transpor-
tation installed a speed hump on Tues-
day, November 24, after the conclusion 
of a seven-month traffi c study. 

Ellis Avenue homeowners Melsada 
Morrison and Alfredo Velazquez, who 
began the petition drive calling on 
DOT to look into the feasibility of a 
speed hump on the block, galvanized 
their neighbors around the cause. 

For Morrison, it was personal. A 
car hit her son on the block about 15 
years ago. 

She has long advocated for a traffi c 
safety on her street, and was the driv-
ing force in the installation of a traffi c 
light at one end of the block, at Zerega 
and Ellis avenues years ago.

In spite of having that light at one 
corner and the street being changed 
from two way traffi c to a one way di-
rection, speeding still occurred, she 

said. 
“We hope it is going to slow down 

the speeding on the block,” she said. 
“So far, so good – it is working.” 

Drivers are still getting adjusted to 
the change, she said a couple days af-
ter the speed hump was installed, but 
the hump has slowed down traffi c con-
siderably. 

As of press time, Velasquez noted 
that the signs alerting motorists of the 
new traffi c controls were in place, and 
that all that was left to be done was to 
have the speed hump painted. 

“The speed bump is defi nitely going 
to help,” he said, adding “It is good to 
get what we wanted because we have 
been working on this for a long time.” 

While it took some time to  get the 
approvals, the overall waiting period 
for the speed hump wasn’t bad, said 
Velasquez. 

The two neighbors garnered 44 
of the petition signatures calling for 
the speed hump to be installed on the 
block, and reached out to local elected 
offi cials.  

A spokeswoman for DOT said that 
the traffi c study was conducted at the 
request of Senator Jeff Klein. 

Both Velazquez and Morrison 
thanked Senator Klein.

Ellis Avenue homeowner Melsada Morrison with Senator Jeff Klein at the new speed hump 
between Zerega and Havermeyer avenues. Photo courtesy of Senator Klein’s offi ce

Speeding curtailed on Ellis
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Throggs Neck

CLIPPER
Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks
A place where strangers are not strangers ... but friends who have yet to meet!
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EARLY BIRD DINNER $2 DOMESTIC PINTS SUNDAY BRUNCH CHECK OUT OUR
MARTINI MANIA & 

FROZEN FRENZY 
DRINKS MENU

$7 BAR LUNCHES
Monday–Thursday 4PM–6PM

Soup or Salad,
 Entrée, Coffee & Dessert

11AM–3PM

Includes choice of Mimosa, 
Bloody Mary or Glass Of Beer

Traditional Irish Breakfast

Til 6PM

Monday–Friday 12PM–4PM

$1395

JOIN US SATURDAY DECEMBER 12TH @ 9PM

Legends of Vegas
INCLUDING: VITTORIO, ANTHONY FARINO & BOBBY FLOWERS

Celebrate 100 Years of Sinatra!

14oz CUT OF BLACK 
ANGUS PRIME RIB

SOUP OR SALAD, PRIME RIB POTATO, 
VEGETABLES & DESSERT

$1995

PRIME RIB TUESDAYS

SUNDAY, MONDAY AND 
THURSDAY NIGHT 
FOOTBALL SPECIALS
** 25¢ Wings (8 fl avors to choose from)
** $5 Clam & Shrimp Specials Including Peel ‘Eat Shrimp  
** $5 Irish Nachos or Disco Fries
** $2 Domestic Pints
** $2 Sliders     
** Buckets Of Nips Beer Specials 5 for $7

** Specials available at bar only. Two drink minimum required for specials. 8pm–10pm.

18oz BLACK ANGUS 
SHELL STEAK

SERVED ON SIZZLING PLATTER

HOUSE SPECIAL

BEST STEAK
IN THE NECK!
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Health care is about 
you. So are we.

Visit NY State of Health, The Official Health Plan Marketplace, at  
nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

Empire BlueCross BlueShield HealthPlus is the trade name of HealthPlus, 
LLC, an independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

ENYMKT-0063-15 10.15

Choose Essential Plan from Empire today!  
Call 1-888-809-8009 (TTY 711). 

www.empireblue.com/nyessentialplan

Staying in good health means:
�� Being there for life’s important moments
�� Having health care you can afford and
�� Getting the care you need when you need it 

With Essential Plan coverage through Empire BlueCross  
BlueShield HealthPlus, we’ll help you:
�� See the right doctor
��  Get checkups and preventive care, plus  

prescription drugs
�� Talk to a nurse 24/7, if you need to

We also offer dental and vision care and over-the- 
counter drugs, if you qualify.

Empire BlueCross BlueShield HealthPlus. Quality health 
care that’s all about you.

1080 Leggett Avenue will undergo construction for a project that will house displaced busi-
nesses of the Sunrise Cooperative, a group of Willets Point, Queen auto shop owners. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY   MEDINA TOURE   
Queens businesses being displaced 

by an upcoming project will soon fi nd a 
new home here in the Bronx.

Construction of a new south Bronx 
space for the displaced businesses of the 
Sunrise Cooperative, a group of Willets 
Point, Queens auto shop owners, is half-
way complete as the city looks to evict 
the remaining businesses that stand in 
the way of the fi rst phase of a sprawling 
Queens redevelopment project.

This past July, an appellate court 
ruled the Willets West mega-mall, part 
of the Queens Development Group’s $3 
billion redevelopment of Willets Point, 
could not proceed without state legisla-
tive approval since it would be partially 
constructed on public parkland.

The project is designed to transform 
the area into a neighborhood with com-
mercial, retail and residential space. 

Due to a court-ordered agreement, 
the city Economic Development Corpo-
ration was to pay $4.8 million and the 
Queens Development Group $960,000 
for the group’s relocation and renova-
tion of Sunrise Coop’s new facility. 

Sunrise Coop was originally ex-
pected to contribute $143,000 and leave 
the site by June 1, 2015. 

However, construction on the group’s 
new space at 1080 Leggett Avenue in 
Hunts Point, which will have 45 shops, 
was delayed because the group had not 
fi led the necessary permit.

Marco Neira, Sunrise Coop’s presi-
dent, said more than 20 shops have now 
been constructed in the new location 
and the ramps are ready, with construc-
tion due to be complete by December or 
the end of February at the latest.

“We have a lot of things done,” he 
said.

Most of the Sunrise Coop auto shop 
owners are still working in the Willets 
Point area with some taking customers 
in Corona, Queens, Neira said. 

A spokesman for the Department 
of Buildings said the Bronx space has 
four active work permits involving 
plumbing, the installation of 14 new 

ceiling mounted gas furnaces and three 
new gas meters, interior renovation of 
erected two concrete block walls, new 
fencing and gates.

Marlene Cintron, Bronx Overall 
Economic Development Corporation 
president, said the corporation met 
with Sunrise Coop more than a year 
ago and again last summer but she has 
not heard from the group recently.  

“I can’t say that we’ve had a lot of 
dealings with them. They’ve basically 
been dealing with this with their con-
sultants and attorneys.”

She said Sunrise may not feel the 
need to be in contact with her organiza-
tion.

“I don’t know if they consider them-
selves Bronx stakeholders at this point,” 
she said. 

A spokeswoman for the city Depart-
ment of Housing Preservation and De-
velopment said the court decision does 
not affect the Sunrise Cooperative, not-
ing that the auto shops already had left 
the phase one site. 

There are several businesses left that 
belong in phase one of the development 
that are not part of the Sunrise Cooper-
ative are facing eviction by the city.

“The hope is that this project will 
compliment the growth our district 
is experiencing,” said Dr. Ian Amritt, 
Community Board 2 chairman. “Ini-
tially, our concerns about this project 
were in regards to individuals’ health 
and safety, pollution and traffi c. Going 
beyond those concerns was that these 
new businesses would take work away 
from our local businesses, however, we 
realized these new businesses already 
have established reputations and loyal 
customers which will bring in more 
business to the Bronx. We are a very 
welcoming community, but also a very 
alert one.”

Dr. Amritt added CB 2’s Environ-
mental Committee is closely monitor-
ing this project and will continue work-
ing with Sunrise who has been very 
receptive.

Additional reporting contributed by 
Robert Wirsing.

Displaced Queens auto 
shops make Bronx home
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Entrance

Celebrate the Holidays! 
At Throggs Neck Shopping Center
This holiday season discover the great values at Throggs Neck 
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1748 Crosby Ave., Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 792-2020
1086 Morris Park Ave., Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 892-7000

www.eyedoctorsbronx.com

DOCTORS OF OPTOMETRY:
Dr. A.J. Contento 
Dr. Evan Kaplan 
Dr. Annette Contento 

Most Insurance and  
Optical Plans Accepted

Use Your Flex Spending  
      Before the Year Runs Out

See Drs Contento and Kaplan for a free consult to see if you are a candidate for LASIK

Take $75 OFF
A COMPLETE PAIR OF GLASSES  

WITH ANY PREMIUM ESSILOR LENSES

With purchase of complete pair of glasses. Choose from select group of new cool kid and adult frames.  
Some restrictions apply. Not to be combined with any other offeror vision plan.  

Must present coupon at time of purchase. Offer ends 12/31/15.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Country Club has a couple 

of young people they can be 
proud of, and they were both 
recently honored. 

The Country Club Civic 
Association gave awards for 
community involvement to 
youth Community Board 
10 member Jon Michael 
Provetto and Bronx Miss Co-
lumbus Bianca Mastropietro 
on Wednesday, November 18.  

Both youth, from member 
families, spoke before  the 
membership. 

Several youth from the 
community also attended the 
meeting with their families 
to hear them speak, said Mi-
chael McNerney, CCCA presi-
dent, who added he had never 
seen a CCCA meeting so well 
attended. 

The president said it was 
also his fi rst CCCA meeting 
where speakers received a 
standing ovation. 

“The outpouring of people 
who showed up when we an-
nounced it was going to be 
with local youth who are do-
ing well for themselves was 
fantastic,” he said. “We had 
several members bring their 

Country Club honors outstanding youth 

high school aged boys and 
girls to hear what they had 
to say.” 

McNerney said that he and 

his board are considering es-
tablishing a youth council. 

Several young people from 
the community may be inter-

ested, he said. 
In her speech, Mastropi-

etro noted that it is very sig-
nifi cant when the people who 
are nearest to you single 
you out for your accomplish-
ments.

She outlined why it is im-
portant for young people to 
be involved in their commu-
nity. 

“We need to be involved 
because we live here too,” she 
stated, adding that through 
involvement “I think young 
people will be more of an in-
fl uence on their peers in en-
couraging them to do what is 
right by the community.”  

She also stated youth also 
need to learn from the adults 
who are involved so that later 
they have a good idea of what 
needs to be done to keep the 
community a great place to 
live and work. 

In addition to being 2015 
Bronx Miss Columbus and 
receiving a college scholar-
ship from the Generoso Pope 
Foundation, Mastropietro is 
also an avid athlete who will 
be playing Division 1 college 
softball. 

Provetto was acknowl-

edged for his participation 
in numerous community 
and graffi ti cleanups, includ-
ing one hosted by the CCCA 
in the summer, as well his 
volunteer service as a CB 10 
board member, the fi rst 17-
year old to be appointed to 
that board since a change in 
city law allowed permitted 
their involvement. 

He and his father, commu-
nity activist John Provetto, 
coordinate with the 45th 
Precinct to clean up graffi ti 
throughout much of the pre-
cinct’s service area. 

“It is defi nitely nice for my 
neighborhood to recognize 
the work I have done, and to 
see so many familiar faces in 
the audience,” he said after-
wards.  

Both Mastropietro and 
Provetto attended local 
schools: Provetto went to 
St. Benedict’s, Villa Maria 
Academy and Salesian High 
School; Mastropietro to Villa 
Maria and Preston High 
School. 

The Country Club com-
munity played a part in their 
accomplishments, said Mc-
Nerney. 

Citizenship award honorees Jon-Michael Provetto (l) and Bianca Mas-
tropietro stand with Michael McNerney, Country Club Civic Association 
president, during the organizations meeting on Wednesday, November 
18. Photo courtesy of Bailey Provetto 
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Exit Realty Search
3928 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465

Business Phone: 347-202-4965  Fax: 347-202-4966
www.exitrealtysearch.com

Benny Diasparra / Broker / OwnerExit Realty Search
OTHER FEATURED AGENTS

HOPE CONIGLIO
718-790-9191

THERESA MARTINEZ
917-747-2367

LUANA MALAVOLTA
917-687-1014

JOSE MONTANEZ
917-716-7299

GINA MELENDEZ
646-269-3832

PETE NEVAREZ
718-812-9947

MULTI FAMILY
1366 Balcom Ave, Pelham Bay

$725,000

AGENT OF THE MONTH FOR

November

ANDREW HAXHIU
917-567-6544

FEATURED PROPERTY

322 Quincy Ave,
Throgs Neck

Single Family, 3 bed 3 bath
OPEN HOUSE: SAT 12/5, 1–4PM

CONTACT:
James Munoz
917-870-5531

636 Ellsworth Ave, 
Throgs Neck

Single Family, 3 bed 2 bath
    OPEN HOUSE: SAT 12/5 12-3 PM

    CONTACT: 
Israel Sanchez 347-601-7212

1958 Mulford Ave, 
Pelham Bay

Single Family, 3 bed 2 bath
    OPEN HOUSE: SAT 12/5 1-4 PM

    CONTACT: 
Ramon Tejada 
917-655-4812

2752 Pearsall Ave, 
Laconia
Multi Family

    OPEN HOUSE: SAT 12/5 12-3 PM
    CONTACT: 
Roy Suarez 

646-306-7183

1019 E 224th St, 
Williamsbridge

Multi Family
    OPEN HOUSE: SUN 12/6 12-3 PM

    CONTACT: 
Sinthia Tejada 
917-376-9485

1019 E 224th St, 
Williamsbridge

Multi Family
    OPEN HOUSE: SAT 12/5 12-3 PM

    CONTACT: 
Sinthia Tejada 
917-376-9485

1230 Adee Ave, 
Laconia

Single Family, 2 bed 1 bath
    OPEN HOUSE: SAT 12/5 2-5 PM

    CONTACT: 
Rollin Romano 
646-755-2864

2029 Tomlinson Ave, 
Pelham Pkwy

Single Family, 3 bed 2 bath
    OPEN HOUSE: SUN 12/6 1-4 PM

    CONTACT: 
Ramon Tejada 
917-655-4812

1958 Mulford Ave, 
Pelham Bay

Single Family, 3 bed 2 bath
    OPEN HOUSE: SUN 12/6 1-4 PM

    CONTACT: 
James Munoz 
917-870-5531

OPEN
 

HOUSES
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A new shuttle service is 

delivering tourists to City Is-
land.

Thanks to the City Island 
Chamber of Commerce, the 
new trolley service will bring 
individuals who visit the 
Bronx out to City Island to en-
joy all its amenities.

The service, named the 
City Island Land Ferry, was 
started after Skip Giacco, 
president of the CACC,  along 
with his wife Louise, visited 
Sanford, FL in 2012 when they 
noticed a car train transport-
ing vehicles. 

This gave them the idea to 
start a shuttle service to con-
nect the mainland of the Bronx 
to City Island, giving residents 
an opportunity to enjoy City Is-
land’s many restaurants, shops 
and other attractions.

The project started with 
the chamber’s acqusition of  
an 18-passenger school bus, 
which was donated by a local 
school bus company. 

The bus was then custom-
ized to resemble an old-fash-
ioned trolly. Oak wood trim 
was added to the exterior of 
the bus to resemble the feel 
of  wooden ships, which were  

constructed on City Island 
during an earlier time.

Currently, the trolley ser-
vice, which began three weeks 
ago, is picking up passen-
gers from the Marriott Resi-
dence Inn at the Metro Center 
Atrium on Tuesdays at 5 p.m. 

The shuttle service runs 
until about 10 p.m., taking the 
visitors back and forth to an 
area of the Bronx that would 
be extremely diffi cult to travel 
to otherwise, allowing them 
to enjoy some of City Island’s 
well known restaurants, in-
cluding Sammy’s, Artie’s 
Steak & Seafood, The Original 
Crab Shanty and Seashore. 

Many of the passengers are 
from out of state.

“This is a great opportu-
nity for those who are visiting 
in the Bronx and have always 
wanted to visit and explore 
City Island,” said Giacco, pres-
ident of the City Island Cham-
ber of Commerce and founder 
of the City Island Land Ferry. 
“City Island is rather isolated 
compared to the rest of the 
borough, so this shuttle ser-
vice is a chance for visitors to 
enjoy its restaurants as well as 
its shops. This is very exciting 
- because it’s a service that is 

just starting and has huge po-
tential.”

Giacco, wants to extend 
the shuttle’s schedule beyond 
Tuesdays nights, and is in dis-
cussions with other hotels as 
well, and with Jacobi Hospi-

Shuttle service delivers CI-bound tourists

tal, hoping to have the shuttle 
service pick up from those ar-
eas. 

He lauded praise on Maria 
Caruso, a CICC board member 
and co-owner of SK Bistro, a 
French restaurant located on  

City Island, who helped with 
the bus donation.

“Maria was truly instru-
mental in assisting us,” said 
Giacco. “She was a really big 
help in getting this project off 
of the ground.”

The 18-passenger shuttle, which was originally a school bus, was customized and transformed to resemble an 
old fashioned trolley after it was donated by a local school bus company. 
 Photo courtesy of the City Island Chamber of Commerce
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O’CONNOR’S
C A R P E T  C E N T E R

HOLIDAY 

SALE

CARPET    |     LAMINATE    |     VINYL    |     WINDOW TREATMENTS    |     AREA RUGS

FALL SAVINGS FALL SAVINGS FALL SAVINGS FALL SAVINGS

25% 999 495 5%
Off Off

ALL 
REMNANTS 

LINOLEUM
Installation Available. 

Most credit cards 
accepted

LAMINATE 
FLOORING

Installed

ANY ORDER
With this coupon

SQ. YD SQ. FT

O’CONNOR’S
C A R P E T  C E N T E R

3446 East Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY 10465
(718) 409-2020

www.oconnorscarpets.com
Store Hours: Mon-Thurs. 9am–6pm

                      Fri. & Sat. 9am–5pm
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HEALTH PLANS FOR $0 OR $20 PER MONTH
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
White Plains Road continues to be 

plagued by street light outages as the 
evening darkness increases.

As of Tuesday night, multiple street 
lights along White Plains Road are out 
of order, which is creating a diffi cult 
and uncomfortable scenario for pedes-
trians and shoppers who use the strip 
on a daily basis.

The commercial corridor currently 
has at least seven street lights that are 
out of order, including the light at the 
northwest and southeast corners of 
White Plains Road and Maran Place, 
lights in front of 2158, 2180, 2181 and 
2186 White Plains roads as well as the 
light at the southeast corner of Lydig 
and Cruger avenues. 

Six of these seven street lights are 
within a two block radius.

The street light in front of 2181 
White Plains Road, the location of BX 
Sports, a sports accessory store, has 
been out for three months, according 
to White Plains Road BID executive di-
rector Joe Thompson, who also men-
tioned that all of the street lights on 
White Plains Road from Maran Place 
to Pelham Parkway South service road 
are dim at best.

“This is a horrendous issue that has 
not been properly addressed,” Thomp-
son said. “This is a commercial strip 
- and these street lights not working 
hurts the businesses in the area, espe-
cially during the holidays when shop-
ping is at an annual high.” 

“This is a safe neighborhood, prob-
ably one of the safest neighborhoods in 
the Bronx - and we need to keep it that 

way by having working lights, espe-
cially since it’s getting darker earlier 
and earlier, so that residents can travel 
safely while not having to worry about 
potential interactions in the dark with 
the homeless and panhandlers. We 
want to keep this area vibrant, and we 
can’t do so without proper street light-
ing.”

This isn’t the fi rst time that the 
stretch of White Plains Road has seen 
this issue occur. Last year, two lights 
broke on Lydig and Brady avenues - 
both of which were eventually fi xed.

In addition, many of the streets 
lights on Pelham Parkway North and 
South between White Plains and Wil-
liamsbridge roads had issues at the 
end of 2014 and beginning of 2015. 

Around that time, many residents 
emailed Community Board 11 report-
ing Pelham Parkway as pitch black as 
early as 5 p.m. 

According to Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association president 
Edith Blitzer, however, the street 
lights on both sides of the Parkway 
have been working for at least the past 
three weeks, after the DOT conducted 
a study last month.

Thompson also touched on the situ-
ation on White Plains Road regarding 
broken and limited muni meters.

“Some of them (the parking meters) 
don’t work, and some of them only 
take credit cards,” Thompson said. 
“I’ve had individuals tell me they don’t 
feel completely comfortable with using 
their credit card on these machines be-
cause of security reasons, and I don’t 
blame them.”

Street light outages hinder 
White Plains Road sales

Last year, many street lights on Pelham Parkway South from Williamsbridge Road to White 
Plains Road were out of order, similar to the situation now occurring on White Plains Road 
between Maran Place and Pelham Parkway South. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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AgeWell New York LLC is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in AgeWell  
New York LLC depends on contract renewal. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more  
information contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copayments/
coinsurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium unless paid for by the state medical  
assistance program. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the  
plan for further details. This information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or (TTY/ TDD) 
1-800-662-1220 seven days a week from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern time or visit agewellnewyork.com. Medicare beneficiaries may also enroll  
in AgeWell New York LLC through the CMS Medicare Online Enrollment Center located at www.medicare.gov.  
H4922_AWNY_4002_16_FILE & USE 08312015

Seriously, choosing a  
Medicare Advantage Plan is not easy.
We work hard to make it easier.  

��Dental and vision care/hearing 
��Transportation services
��Over-the-counter pre-paid cards up to $75/month

We’re here for your call.
$0

AgeWell New York LLC is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in AgeWell
New York LLC depends on contract renewal. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more
information contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copay-
ments/coinsurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium unless paid for by the state medical 
assistance program. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the
plan for further details. This information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or (TTY/ TDD)
1-800-662-1220 seven days a week from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern time or visit agewellnewyork.com. Medicare beneficiaries may also enroll
in AgeWell New York LLC through the CMS Medicare Online Enrollment Center located at www.medicare.gov.
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
One of the oldest residential 

co-ops in the Bronx is in disar-
ray, leaving the shareholders 
searching for answers.

According to many resi-
dents, the Matthews Building 
containing 124 co-op apart-
ments, located at 2925 Mat-
thew’s Avenue, as well as 2922 
Barnes Avenue, is in dire 
straits due to an expired ‘pro-
visional board’.

Both buildings, which have 
been self-owned and self-man-
aged since the mid-1920s, are 
experiencing numerous issues 
and diffi culties.

 Among them is an issue 
concerning three individuals 
who are acting as members 
of the buildings’ provisional 
board, all of whom were either 
not elected into the position or 
continue to hold the position 
after their term expired, ac-
cording to certain a lawsuit 
fi led last July. 

Duncan Campbell, who is 
currently acting as the provi-
sional board’s president, saw 
his term expire six months 
ago, according to the lawsuit. 
Besides Duncan the suit also 
includes the two other board 
members, Catherine Rogan 

and Efrain Salinas.
Over the past year and a 

half, the three acting members 
of the provisional board, which 
according to the co-op by-laws 
should consist of nine mem-
bers, have made numerous de-
cisions without the approval 
of the other shareholders, the 
court document alledges.

 According to residents in 
both buildings, the members 
of the provisional board have 
not held any board meetings 
or elections. 

The lawsuit further 
alledges that there have been 
no recorded meeting minutes.

In addition, social services 
organization Farband Hous-
ing Corporation, which should 
provide shareholders with fi -
nancial fi les and records, have 
not done so, according to some 
residents

“Both of these buildings are 
experiencing absolute chaos,” 
said Lynn Narvaez, a share-
holder at the Matthews Build-
ing. “These buildings don’t 
have a (permanent) board - we 
have three individuals con-
trolling everything that takes 
place in the buildings without 
taking the shareholders’ needs 
into consideration, without 

any votes, nothing. It’s corrup-
tion.”

Other issues have arose 
in the Matthews Building, in-

cluding broken lights, locked 
garbage chutes, resulting in 
garbage overfl owing and spill-
ing out into the hallways and 
mice in the elevator fan duct, 
among other unexplained in-
cidents.  

Nearly a half million dol-
lars from HPD, acquired to 
address various building im-
provements, was spent by the 
board for unknown expenses, 
they claim.

Shareholders have tried to 
contact various agencies for 
assistance, such as the State 
Authority General’s Offi ce 
and the Bronx District Attor-
ney’s Offi ce, to no avail, as 
many agencies won’t investi-
gate fraud in a co-op. 

According to some resi-
dents, Stillman Management 
and Farband Housing Corpo-
ration are aware of the co-op’s 
issues, including the three-
person provisional board. 

When Stillman Manage-
ment was questioned, they 
said that they are doing every-
thing in their power to handle 
these issues. 

However, they blamed 
part of the problem on the co-
op’s fi nancial diffi culties due 
to some residents not paying 

common charges. 
The co-op now fi nds itself 

$300,000 in debt, from the car-
rying charge shortfall and pre-
vious board mismanagement, 
Stillman claims.

“We can only do the best we 
can,” said Roy Stillman, presi-
dent of Stillman Management. 
“Not everything that is going 
wrong in this co-op is in our 
control, but we are doing ev-
erything possible to help this 
building move forward in a 
positive way.”

The lawsuit that was fi led 
fi ve months ago names the act-
ing provisional board, Still-
man Management and Far-
band Housing Corporation.

“My attempt in this lawsuit 
is to get this co-op to operate 
correctly,” said attorney Karen 
Takash, representing the co-
op’s shareholders. “This co-op 
needs a real board, by-laws, 
board meetings, minutes, reg-
ulations on selling co-ops, etc. 
There is no structure - the act-
ing board won’t even let the 
shareholders host a meeting.”

Farband Housing Corpo-
ration and acting provisional 
board president Duncan 
Campbell were not able to be 
reached for comment.

Co-op fi les lawsuit against board, management

(l-r) Shareholders Sely Baron, 
Nancy Bolin and Lynn Narvaez are 
searching for answers on how to 
fi x the problems currently taking 
place at their co-op. 
 Community News Group / Steven 
Goodstein
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Pawn Your Jewelry
Need instant cash but don’t want to sell it? Th en PAWN IT!

Get Instant CASH NOW, then you can Re-buy it!
It’s a great option when you need CASH NOW!

Jewelry Sales

718.931.1932

Can Trust!

WE SELL

SILVER
10 AND

100 OZ BARS

WE SELLSILVER10 AND100 OZ BARS
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Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena LoCicero
Funeral Director

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

BY ROBERT WIRSING
As one season of giving 

winds down another begins. 
One Bronx community, 

through a collaborative ef-
fort, will be providing to 
those in need some holiday 
cheer.

Starting this Monday, 
November 30 and running 
through Thursday, Decem-
ber 18, local schools and busi-
nesses in conjunction with 
the 49th Precinct, will con-
duct the annual holiday food 
drive event.

Celebrating its tenth 
years, this holiday tradition 
is designed to feed many in 
the community who go hun-
gry during the season and is 
organized by Joseph Thomp-
son, 49th Precinct Commu-
nity Council president. 

Thompson noticed a lack 
of Christmas time food drives 
as most efforts are focused to-
wards toy collection.

“While toys are nice for 
the holidays, people still 
have to eat on Christmas just 
like they have to on Thanks-
giving,” said Thompson add-
ing. “We said let’s go after 
donating food for the holiday 

49th Precinct’s 10th holiday food drive
instead and this community 
from day one has been very 
strong with this food drive. 
There is nothing too small to 
contribute to this cause.”

The 49th Precinct will 
work together with P.S. 83, 
P.S. 105, P.S. 108, Van Nest 
Academy, P.S. 481 the STEAM 
Bridge School, the Police Ex-
plorers and Cub Scout Pack 
162 to aid this worthy cause.

In addition, turkey dona-
tions from Maestro’s Cater-
ers, Kings Harbor Senior 
Center, the Bronx Muslim 
Center and F & J Pine Res-
taurant will be distributed 
to senior centers at Pelham 
Parkway Houses, Parkside 
Houses, Eastchester Gardens 
and Beth Abraham as part of 
this project. 

“When you put all of the 
pieces together we will raise 
about 15,000 pounds of food to 
help feed the community dur-
ing this holiday season,” said 
Thompson.

A leading contributor, P.S. 
83, collected approximately 
8,000 pounds of food last year 
as part of tradition aiding the 
community’s less fortunate 
residents.

P.S. 83 principal Bran-
don Muccino said canned 
food items and non-perish-
ables can be dropped off at 
collection boxes stationed 
inside the entrances of P.S. 
83’s main building on 950 
Rhinelander Avenue and the 
school’s annex located at 1840 
Bogart Avenue.

He added Thompson and 
the 49th Precinct are slated 
to collect the donations on  
Tuesday, December 22 at 10 
a.m.

“Our students and parents 
are very enthusiastic in help-
ing out the community dur-
ing this holiday season and 
we are very proud and thank-
ful for all that they contrib-
ute to this wonderful cause,” 
said Muccino.

Cub Scout Pack 162 col-
lects goods outside Big Deal 
Supermarket on Morris Park 
Avenue, which also contrib-
utes food items to the drive. 

The Cub Scout Pack 162 
has collected 1,500 pounds of 

food in the past, said Thomp-
son.   

A P.S. 108 spokeswoman 
confi rmed the Neill Avenue 
school and its students will 
participate in this year’s 
drive and anyone interested 
in donating canned foods and 
non-perishables are encour-
aged to drop them off inside 
P.S. 108’s main entrance. 

The food will be stored in-
side the school until Thomp-
son and the 49th Precinct 
pick up the donations.

Thompson said a major-
ity of the food raised will be 
donated to the Bronx Jewish 
Community Council of Pel-
ham Parkway’s food pantry 
and remaining quantities 
will stock the shelves of St. 
Lucy Church’s food pantry. 

He added non-perishable 
and non-expired food items 
can be donated to the 49th 
Precinct located at 2121 East-
chester Road for this drive 
and added food vouchers can 
be given to the 49th Precinct 
Community Affairs Offi ce. 

Checks or money orders 
for the drive can be made out 
to 49th Pct. Community Coun-
cil. Cash will not be accepted.

P.S. 83 students and faculty, community leaders and police offi cers from 
the 49th Precinct will once again participate in the 49th Precinct Com-
munity Council’s upcoming annual holiday food drive. File Photo
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GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES
COME AND ENJOY OUR 

NEW SAUTE MENU!
SERVED

MONDAY - SATURDAY
FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD
DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95
SUNDAY - THURSDAY

3pm - 6pm
YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 
To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 
Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 
Offer. Exp. 11/30/15

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Theodore Korony Ameri-

can Legion Post 253 is getting 
in the holiday spirit.  

The veterans organiza-
tion in service to others is 
now embarking on an am-
bitious annual project, the 
Joseph Mazzariello Memo-
rial Toy Drive, named after 
a former Korony Post com-
mander who ran the event 
for needy Bronx children for 
many years. 

According to Judy Lanci, 
the Korony Auxiliary presi-
dent, the post is now soliciting 
monetary donations for the 
drive, which is provide about 
800 toys and possibly more to 
pre-screened non-profi ts. Most 
are homeless or battered wom-
en’s shelters and children’s fa-
cilities. 

“We distribute 600 to 800 
toys a year, but receive re-
quests for 1200 to 1500 each 
year,” stated Lanci. “We can 
use help to fi ll in the gap.” 

Korony Post used to place 
boxes in local businesses in 
Throggs Neck to collect toys, 
and Lanci said that this would 
be most welcome, as would 
group donations of toys.

Vets’ post asks for toy-drive donations

However, the best way to 
help, she said, would be to pro-
vide a monetary donation. 

Business owners wishing 
to contribute can send a check 
made payable to the ‘Theodore 
Korony Children’s Christmas 
Toy Drive’ and mail it to P.O. 
Box 833, Bronx, NY  10465. 

The toys will be picked up 
in Throggs Neck by the non-
profi t agencies beginning on 

Wednesday, December 16. 
“A monetary donation 

would be the best because we 
can buy the right kind of toys 
for the right age groups,” said 
Lanci, who added, “It is very 
hard (to raise money). People 
see tons of requests for any-
thing and everything.” 

Lanci said that the organi-
zations she works with have 
all been pre-screened and are 

credible 501c3 non-profi t orga-
nizations. 

The organizations have 
mechanisms in place to en-
sure that the children receiv-
ing the toys are the most in 
need, she added. 

“We look for children who 
are in circumstances that if 
it were not for the drive, they 
would not be getting a toy,” 
said Lanci. 

A committee of Korony post 
members serves as drive co-
chairs with Lanci: Colleen Mc-
Carthy, Anthony Ferrara and 
Danielle Mazzariello Fava. 

The typical toy that they 
purchase, often at discounted 
prices, usually range from $5 
to $8. 

In order to raise the money 
to buy the toys, the Korony 
Post sends out letters to its 
members, including the auxil-
iary and Sons of the American 
Legion, she said. 

The drive is ramping up 
its outreach this year because 
they would really like to take 
the number of children served 
to the next level, distributing 
roughly 1,500 toys each Christ-
mas and holiday season to bor-
ough children, said Lanci.

In addition to the toy drive, 
the post recently completed a 
turkey and Thanksgiving food 
giveaway that benefi tted 18 
needy families, both veteran 
and non-veteran, from around 
the Bronx. 

According to Lanci, tur-
keys and all of the trimmings 
were donated by the organiza-
tion to families in homeless 
shelters. 

Theodore Korony American Legion Post volunteers, joined by some of the Bronx’s Ancient Order of Hibernians 
members, during the 2014 toy giveaway. Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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A turkey and food giveaway, just in time for Thanksgiving, fed 200 families as part of St. Clare of Assisi 
School’s annual event Feeding Our Neighbors.  Students at the school, members of the Kiwanis Club of Morris 
Park, which provided the food, and local girl scout troops distributed the items on Saturday, November 21 to 
needy families. 

(Above) Members of the Joseph M. Wuest Ki-
wanis Club of Morris Park donated the food. 
Here are club members Al Carena, president 
(l) with Sal Conforto (c) and Warren Golden.
 Photo by Edwin Soto

The group of volunteers from the Morris 
Park Kiwanis and St. Clare’s who distributed 
the donated food. Photo by Edwin Soto

Maria Gonzalez (l), Arleny Garcia with twins Dalila and Flore 
carry some of the food they received. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto
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St. Clare, Kiwanis Turkey GiveawaySt. Clare, Kiwanis Turkey Giveaway

(l-r) Sally Milone, Sashi Park-Dance and Julia Papini pre-
pare to give out pumkin pies. Photo by Edwin Soto

Members of the Morris Park Kiwanis Club and volunteers 
with the donated turkeys. Photo by Edwin Soto

(Insert) Bags of food distributed to recipi-
ents. Photo by Edwin Soto
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Bring in the holiday cheer 
Join us for the special event with dinner and 
dancing designed for small businesses, large 

corporations, hospitals and schools that 
are contemplating choosing that special 
place for their upcoming holiday affair. 

We can accommodate any number 
of guests from one to 500.

New Owners! 
New Management! 
New Respect For You!

280 Davenport Ave., New Rochelle, NY 10805  •  914.633.8221 
www.thesurfclubonthesound.com  •  Member Sponsored
Accepting New Membership!

Surf Club
On The Sound

Surf Club
On The Sound

Wednesday, December 16 • 7pm-11pm
Come and indulge yourself with our executive chef’s 
holidays specialties and music by DJ Serg.

Cocktail hour begins at 7pm followed by a scrumptious 
holiday sit down dinner and dessert beginning at 8pm.

Open bar offering unlimited liquor, beer, wine and soda.

$65 per person (Includes Tax & Gratuity). Minimum 50% deposit due upon reservation.

Reservations Required

    W I N T E R 
WONDERLAND
Holiday Extravaganza
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Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services.

Cleaning Completed By 12/31/15    Promo Code: DEC2
asthma & allergy friendly™��������	
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Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

ANY CLEANING SERVICE

BEYOND CARPET CLEANING
CARPET  |  TILE & GROUT  |  HARDWOOD  |  UPHOLSTERY

AREA RUG  |  24HR EMERGENCY WATER SERVICES
1-800-STEEMER®  |  stanleysteemer.com

20   OFF

Upcoming Wave Hill events include:
Saturday, December 5; Sunday, De-

cember 6: Family Art Project: Peek-
ing Into The Season: As winter creeps 
in, we’ll create small, fl ip-open, paper 
dioramas—holiday cards or calendars 
with secret, hide-away rooms for the 
season. Then join visiting artist Virva 
Hinnemo in the Sarah and Geoffrey 
Gund theater to help her make a group 
mural of the winter landscape, with a 
snow curtain, underground hideaways 
for burrows and a luminous, star-fi lled 
sky. Free, and admission to the grounds 
is free until noon. 

Saturday, December 5: Tai Chi Ch-
uan: In this class, Irving Yee, a member 
of the William CC Chen Tai Chi School, 
introduces students to the internal 
martial arts, and promotes awareness 
of their health benefi ts. 

Saturday, December 5: Berries, Bark 
And Trees: A Winter Walk With Benja-
min Swett: Follow author and photog-
rapher Benjamin Swett and Wave Hill 
Horticultural Interpreter Charles Day 
on a bracing walk to discover the joys of 
the garden in winter. The season’s pen-
etrating light reveals the varied silhou-
ettes of our noble trees and highlights 
their fascinating bark patterns. Spot 
colorful berries and maybe even a few 
winter blooms. This walk highlights 
plants from our new winter self-guided 
tour featuring Swett’s photographs. 

Artist’s reception and book signing to 
follow in Wave Hill House and the Per-
kins Visitor Center. Free with admis-
sion to the grounds.

Sunday, December 6: Hatha Yoga: 
Classes are led by Yoga for Bliss direc-
tor Neem Dewji, and are held indoors 
November through April. All levels 
welcome. 

Sunday, December 6: Meditation: 
Each session, led by Yoga for Bliss di-
rector Neem Dewji, includes instruc-
tion in simple techniques, followed by 
guided meditations. 

Sunday, December 6: Garden & Con-
servatory Highlights Walk: Join in for 
an hour-long tour of seasonal garden 
highlights. Free with admission to the 
grounds.

Sunday, December 6: Concert: 
Swingtime Big Band: Welcome the 
holidays with the 20-piece Swingtime 
Big Band under the direction of Ste-
ven Shaiman. Enjoy the unmistak-
able combination of reeds, brass and 
rhythm sections that defi ned our na-
tion’s popular music from the 1930s 
to the ‘50s. The band plays seasonal 
tunes, selections from the American 
Songbook and Sinatra favorites—
in honor of his 100th birthday. Tick-
ets: Adults $28/22 Wave Hill Member, 
Children (ages 8–18) $15/$12 Wave Hill 
Member. Order tickets online at wave-
hill.org or onsite at the Perkins Visi-

tors Center, starting August 26. For 
additional information, call (718) 549-
3200, ext. 251.

Wave Hill is located at 675 West 
252nd Street. For further information 
call (718) 549-3200, ext. 232.

* * *

The Bronx Council on the Arts 
and the Huntington Free Library con-
tinue their 2015-2016 family-friendly 
craft workshop series on Saturday, De-
cember 19, 12:30 to 3 p.m. at Westchester 
Square’s Huntington Free Library with 
a fun-fi lled Green T-Shirts Workshop 
with Diane Davis. 

Bring a used T-shirt and your imag-
ination! You will be supplied with bot-
tle caps, scissors, ribbons, broken jew-
elry parts, swatches, markers, needle 
and thread and a slew of ideas and in-
structions. Wear your T-shirt or hang 
it on the wall as a wonderful piece of 
artwork. You can even bring your own 
adornments for your shirt.

 Admission to this workshop is free 
and open to the public. All are wel-
come.

Green T-Shirts with Diane Davis is 
part of the free series of Third Saturday 
Family Craft Workshops presented by 
BCA and HFL through May 21, 2016 at 
the Huntington Free Library.

Diane Davis is a fi ne artist who 
mixes color palettes to provide emo-
tional density through textures and 

form. Her ongoing visual exploration 
of the urban environment is acknowl-
edged for its range and scope. Two 
paintings, Sunrise Dancers and Log 
Cabin, are in the permanent collec-
tions in NYC’s Schomburg Center for 
Research and Black Culture. Among 
the many museum and gallery exhi-
bitions to her credit are the Hampton 
Museum, Hampton, VA; the MoCada 
Museum, Brooklyn, NY; The Elizabeth 
Foundation for the Arts, NYC; The 
Longwood Art Gallery, Bronx, NY; and 
The National Black Fine Arts Show, 
NYC. Her work has received consid-
erable attention in the documentary 
“NINE BY FIVE: Nine artists, Five 
boroughs, One city,” local-news tele-
vision broadcasts and in print media. 
She continues to explore opportunities 
to share art. 

The family craft workshop series 
continues on January 16, 2016 as BCA 
presents Journal Making with Lis Or-
tiz. New year, new beginnings...So 
come and create your own handmade 
personal journal to capture your new 
year’s thoughts, hopes and dreams. 
Journals will be made of recycled 
items, so please feel free to bring im-
ages, fabric and/or items to make yours 
extra special!

For further information call (718) 
931-9500, ext. 33 (weekdays). On day of 
workshop: call (917) 972-2386. For more 
information on these workshops or 

Upcoming Wave Hill events and highlights

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

LOOK FOR IT MONDAY, DEC. 7 AT  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Monday at 4 pm for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

Laser
of New York

ZeronaLaserOfNewYork.com
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The New York Restoration Project recently announced the planting of its millionth tree 
in NYC as part of its MillionTreesNYC initiative. The planting of the millionth tree, which 
took place at Joyce Kilmer Park on Friday, November 20, made NYC the fi rst and only city 
in the world to have reached this milestone. Mayor de Blasio, former NYC Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr., Congressman Jose Serrano and NYRP found-
er Bette Midler, were all in attendance.

ONE MILLIONTH TREE PLANTED IN NYC

(l-r) Councilman and chairman of the Parks Committee Mark Levine; Parks Commissioner 
Mitchell J. Silver; former mayor Michael Bloomberg, Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; 
Congressman Jose E. Serrano; Mayor Bill de Blasio; Bette Milder; Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito and Deborah Marton gather next to NYC’s millionth planted tree which was 
celebrated in Joyce Kilmer Park. Photo courtesy of NYRP

On Monday, November 16, Fidelis Care cel-
ebrated the two-year anniversary of its 
Bronx community offi ce, which has been 
located at 815 E. Tremont Avenue since 2013. 
The celebration event included free health 
screenings, fun children’s activities, live 
music, raffl es and giveaways.  Children who 
attended the event also had the opportunity 
to meet Fidelis Care’s mascot, Fidelisaurus.

FIDELIS CARE
CELEBRATES SITE

ANNIVERSARY

(Above) The Fidelis Care staff celebrates the 
two-year anniversary of their Bronx com-
munity offi ce. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Janequa Parson gathers with her sons Tori 
(l) and Tyler Holmes, and Fidelis Care’s mas-
cot, Fidelisaurus. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The New York Botanical Garden held a cere-
monial lighting of nine ornament decorated 
trees to start the Holiday season on Sunday, 
November 22.  The Fraser Fir trees measured 
up to 26 feet in height and were decorated 
with 20,000 lights. The tree lighting festivi-
ties took place during the opening weekend 
of NYBG’s 24th annual Holiday Train Show. 

NEW YORK
BOTANICAL

GARDEN
HOLIDAY

 TREE LIGHTING

(Left top) Christmas carols were part of the 
celebration. Photo by Miriam Quin

(Left bottom) (l-r) Elected offi cials Council-
man Andy Cohen, Assemblyman Marcos 
Crespo, Councilman Andy Cohen, Congress-
man Jose Serrano, Congressman Eliot Engel, 
Senator Jeff Klein and Senator Jose Serrano 
attended the festivities. Photo by Miriam Quin

Assemblyman Marcos Crespo went to the 
lighting with his family. Photo by Miriam Quin
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Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

Delivery Service 
Available

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT:
WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

SUNDAY
BRUNCH
BUFFET

$1695
per person

Soup or Tossed Caesar Salad
16 oz. Shell Steak Dinner
Potato - Vegetable
Coffee - Bread Pudding or N.Y. Cheesecake
Glass of Wine or Pint of Beer

MONDAY NIGHT 
STEAK DINNER 
SPECIAL

$25

Bobby Is Now Delivering Everyday From 4pm 
Until The Kitchen Closes...
With Prompt and Reliable Service...

Stop By This 

Holiday Season 
and Enjoy A 

Festive Holiday 
Lunch or Dinner 

In Our Decorated 
Dining Rooms.
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In the spirit of Thanksgiving, the G & N Project held a Midnight Run on Wednesday, November 25. Food and 
supplies were distributed to the Bronx’ hungry residents.  Committed to breaking the cycle of abuse that 
keeps women and children from succeeding in life, the G & N Project aided those less fortunate by preparing 
free meals and supply packages at their 908 E. 141st Street facility which were then donated to families in 
surrounding neighborhoods by vehicle and by foot.  The G & N Project reached their goal in feeding over 100 
families this Thanksgiving.

Midnight Run racesMidnight Run races
to feed Bronx’ hungryto feed Bronx’ hungry

(Large phtoo) Valerie Carrington pre-
pares soup for the Midnight Run. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Left) (l-r) Valerie Carrington, Mike 
Ruiz, Josephine Luan-Purpan, Darnell 
Liburd, Anthony Ramos, Fredrick De 
Jesus and Giselle Brea stand alongside 
a poster of the G & N Project founders
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Bottom left) Gisselle Brea fi lled her 
car to the brim with delicious food, 
ready to be prepared for the Midnight 
Run. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Bottom right) (l-r) Gisselle Brea, Jo-
sephine Luan-Purpan, Darnell Liburd, 
Fredrick De Jesus, Anthony Ramos, 
and Barbara Castillo prepare sand-
wiches for those in need. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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www.giordanosbigg.com

NEW YORKS LARGEST SELECTION

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

CLEAN SHRIMP (I.Q.F.) 2 lb. BAGS

MEDIUM SHRIMP  (51-60 CT)............7.99 lb.

LARGE SHRIMP  (31-40 CT)...............8.50 lb.

JUMBO SHRIMP  (21-25 CT)..............9.99 lb.

SUPER JUMBO  (15 CT)........................14.99 lb.

COOKED SHRIMP (I.Q.F.) 2 lb. BAGS

MUSSELS..........................................2.99 lb.

NEW ZEALAND GREEN SHELL MUSSELS  
2 LBS.................................................4.99 lb.

BACALAO (1 LB.BAG).................9.99 lb.

BACALAO SUPER JUMBO
SOAKED OR DRY............................12.99 lb.

PREMIUM HAND PICKED CRAB MEAT
WILD CAUGHT (PASTURIZED) .... 29.99 lb.

JUMBO SNOW CRAB CLUSTER....12.99 lb.

KING CRAB (14-17 CT)..............19.99 lb.

CRAB LEGS (7-12 CT)................ 24.99 lb.

ANCHOVIES FLAT FILETS ... 12.99 28oz can

JUMBO SHRIMP ON ICE  (16-20 CT) 9.99 lb.

OYSTER BAY
IMITATION CRAB MEAT

2 1/2 LBS...........................9.99 each

OCTOPUS
(4-6)..................................4.99 lb.

CALAMARI CLEANED
(5-8) 2 1/2 LBS.............12.99 each

JUMBO (8-12 CT)
2 1/2 LBS.............................14.99

TILAPIA FILET

(3-5 OZ).............................3.99 lb.

WHOLE COOKED CLAMS....3.99 pk.

FRESH CLAMS.....................5.99 doz.

STUFFED CLAMS (9 PK).....5.99 pk.

3 oz.........................................$5.99 each

4 oz.........................................$7.99 each

5 oz..........................................$9.99 each 

6 oz......................................$11.99 each

7  oz......................................$13.99 each

8 oz.......................................$15.99 each

GS

We Take E.B.T. CARD

CALAMARI CLEANED TUBE ONLY
JUMBO (8-12 CT)
2 1/2 LBS.........................14.99

MEDIUM  (71-90 CT).............................9.99 lb.

LARGE  (31-40 CT)...............................12.50 lb.

JUMBO  (21-25 CT)..............................14.99 lb.

EXTRA JUMBO (16-20 CT).............17.50 lb.

BLACK TIGER SHRIMP RING (40 CT) .... 24.99

718-892-7798
Fax 718-892-7919

BRAZIL LOBSTER TAILS

BABY LOBSTER TAILS.......1.99 each

WITH COCKTAIL SAUCE

FRESH SEAFOOD AVAILABLE
PLEASE ORDER FRESH FISH 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE

Holiday Specials
E-Z PEEL COOKED SHRIMP  (3lbs 26-30 CT)............ 9.99 lb.

.................................................... LESS THAN 3 lbs - 10.99 lb.

PREMIUM SEAFOOD MIX ................  3.5 lbs FOR 24.99
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New York Hair Salon employees and customers gather after the ‘A Day of Beauty’ event. 
 Photo courtesy of Bailey Provetto

Last month, in recognition of Breast Cancer Awareness Month, New York Hair Salon hosted 
‘A Day of Beauty’, an annual event that raises funds for breast cancer research and treat-
ment. The event recognizes New York Hair Salon employee and event organizer Luz Rios, 
also a breast cancer survivor.  Food and desserts were donated by Ice House Cafe, Euro 
Products, Travesias, DaFranco & Tony’s, Hutchinson Metro Center’s Applebee’s, Cake It Easy 
and Whoopies Miniature Desserts, while the Tasty Ladies of NY donated a case of pink cham-
pagne and helped plan the event.  All proceeds from the event were donated to the National 
Breast Cancer Foundation.

NY HAIR RAISES BREAST CANCER FUNDS

America’s favorite Chinese kitchen, Panda Express celebrated its Friday, November 20 
grand opening of its 1 W. Fordham Road location with a special preview event.  The Bronx 
store is Panda Express’ fi rst of two New York locations with the other being 1277 1st Avenue 
in Manhattan. Pictured, The management and staff of the new Panda Express on Fordham 
Road and Jerome Avenue are Deepak Shah, Ryan Rizzi, manager Amanda Chen, Mazy Ndi-
aye, Joselyn Fred, Ambar Ramirez, Andrew Tsong, Ireliz Colon and Dindo Nasi. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

FORDHAM ROAD PANDA EXPRESS OPENS

The Soundview Community Drug Free Coalition held its monthly meeting on Tuesday, November 17 at the Odyssey House. The organization gave a presentation on addiction during the 
coalition’s gathering. The meeting also featured Peter Sammarco, NYC Sheriff’s Offi ce chief of staff as its guest speaker. Pictured below Soundview Community Drug Free Coalition’s 
monthly meeting was held last Tuesday at Odyssey House. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

DRUG FREE COALITION MEETS AT ODYSSEY HOUSE

St. Benedict’s Legion of Mary recently hosted their annual Rosary Rally. During the rally, the 
church and other participants marched along East Tremont Avenue and prayed for solu-
tions to this year’s Legionnaires’ disease outbreak in the Bronx. Members of St. Benedict’s 
Legion of Mary and other rally participants gather on East Tremont Avenue during the Ro-
sary rally. Photo courtesy of Bailey Provetto

ST. BENEDICT ANNUAL ROSARY RALLY
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TOO TIRED TO COOK?
YOU RING ... WE BRING ... $10.00 MIN.

Order Brady’s To Go @ www.pjbradystogo.com
We Deliver to The 

Beach Clubs!

PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE
Seating Is Available For 

Large Dinner Parties 
MANY PACKAGES AVAILABLE

CHECK OUT OUR PRIVATE PARTY ROOM
FOR ANY EVENT AND HOLIDAY PARTY

We Have Many Packages Available For 
Anniversaries, Birthday Parties, 

Funeral Luncheons, Business Meetings

CATERING 
AVAILABLE 

FOR ALL 
BOROUGHS

 
(EAT-IN ONLY, AT 
THE BAR ONLY)

LET US BE YOUR GAMEDAY 
HEADQUARTERS...WINGS, 
MOZZARELLA STICKS, 
PIZZA AND MORE...

MONDAY, 
TUESDAY, 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT
EAT-IN ONLY

Starting at 4pm

TRY OUR 
FAMOUS WINGS
ON ANY OF OUR 

WING NIGHTS

20¢ WINGS

TRY OUR DELICIOUS RIB EYE STEAK!

MUSEELS!
STEAKS! 
CHOPS! 
FRESH 
SEAFOOD 
DAILY!

CORONA
BEER 

BUCKETS

FRESH 
CLAMS! 

MUSSELS!

BUY 2 LARGE PIES 
& GET AN ORDER OF 

WINGS FREE
EAT-IN OR TO GO

PIZZA
SPECIAL

TRY OUR DELICIOUS NEW 

SICILIAN PIE!

BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY NOW...

SATURDAY, 12/5 AT 9PM 

DJ BOBBY 
FLOWERS

SATURDAY, 12/5

MILLER LITE PROMO AND JOIN US FOR OUR 

UGLY SWEATER PARTY
FOR YOUR CHANCE TO 

WIN ANOTHER UGLY SWEATER
 FREE GIVEAWAYS AND MILLER LITE PROMOS

WE NOW CARRY 

DOGFISH 
BEER
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

PINK SHISHA
PINK SHISHA PACKAGE DEALS

HAIR, NAILS
MAKEUP

$13000

HAIR, NAILS

$10000

3604 E TREMONT AVE. BRONX, NY 10465

347-621-1799

Tails are Waggin' 
and Pets are Braggin'

3604 A East Tremont Avenue

ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
TOOTHBRUSHING

OFF
NEXT

$5

Offi ce/Retail Space 

Available in the 

Throggs Neck Mall 

Call 917-232-2375

Beauty Bar

Home Of The
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A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Café.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

Yonkers, New York
Amazing Spacious Colonial, well maintained Central Air Condi-
tioned home on beautifully tree lined residential private street 
w/ no through traffi c, nestled from hustle & bustle yet walking 
distance to shops, restaurants, parks, near major highways, 
express & local buses to NYC, Central Park Ave & Westchester 
Hills School 29; it’s a Commuters Dream! It boasts 3 large 
bedrooms & 2 full baths upstairs (1 bath in master suite) plus 
potential for half baths on 1st fl oor & basement.

$499,000

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

ers and Store Repairs

    upon request

1438 Waring Avenue
Nice Ranch Style Two Bedroom Home With Walk Out 

Basement. Great Concrete Backyard Perfect For Barbe-
cues. Close To Public Transportation And Stores.

$344,900

Free Home Evaluation
Get Top Dollar For

Your House 
Let Us Sell Your Home

Distinguished Homes & Properties

Cell:  917-957-6800
3602 E Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

Larry “Large” Weinstein

Top Producer

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

APARTMENTS WANTED

IN CONTRACT

1324 East Gun Hill Road
Great Investment Or Perfect For Home User/ Brick Mixed-Use 
Property Located In Highly Foot Traffi c Area Next to Buses And 
Subway. The Property Zoned For Two(2) Residential Units Plus A 
Doctors Offi ce..

$429,000

IN CONTRACT



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 4-10, 201546    BTR

On Tuesday, November 17, more 
than three dozen NYC high school 
students from Turn 2 Foundation’s 
Jeter’s Leaders program hosted a 
gift wrapping party at Yankee Stadi-
um. Jeter’s Leaders assembled 1,100 
gift bags to benefi t children from 
Turn 2 programs in NYC, West Michi-
gan and Tampa, and were treated to 
a private pre-holiday party in Yankee 
Stadium’s Legends Suite afterwards.

(Top) The Jeter’s Leaders roster gath-
ers after the gift wrapping party. 
 Photo courtesy of the Turn 2 Foundation

Jeter’s Leaders’ gift bags included 
Derek Jeter’s newest book, ‘Hit & Miss’.
 Photo courtesy of the Turn 2 Foundation

Jeter’s Leaders (l-r) Patrick Harten, 
Alexander Pena, Heaven Jeffries and 
Keanna Toppin hold Derek Jeter T-
shirts during the gift wrapping party. 
 Photo courtesy of the Turn 2 Foundation

Jeter’s Leaders Yermarin Nunez and 
Christopher Maldonado hold up New 
York Yankee pins that where included 
in the gift bags. 
 Photo courtesy of the Turn 2 Foundation

Jeter’s Leaders get on line to begin 
fi lling the gift bags. 
 Photo courtesy of the Turn 2 Foundation

Turn 2’s Jeter’s Leaders host
gift wrapping party
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Findlay House
The

Presents

Your Host Housing Director Chris Pignone & Staff

CHRISTMAS
PARTY

Food, Beverages & Entertainment
FEATURING

METRO MUSIC
EXPRESS

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16
1PM TO 5PM

1175 Findlay Avenue, Bronx, NY 10456
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The United Northern Mortgage Bankers hosted a Thursday, November 19 Thanksgiving pot 
luck and food drive to benefi t the Real Life Church of Hunts Point and the Prodigal Center.  

NORTHERN MORTGAGE BANKERS FOOD DRIVE

United Northern Mortgage Bankers held a Thanksgiving food drive. The United Northern 
staff and area realtors, who contributed to the drive, displayed some of the goods they col-
lected. (in no particular order) Pastor Reggie Stutzman, of Real Life Church of Hunts Point; 
Amy Flores, Mark Fisher, Linda Torres, Vincent Chin, Shirley Reynoso, and Dawn Carlos, all 
from United Northern; Araceli & Norma Zanabria, and Sad Khan, from Charles Reutenberg 
Realty; Miguel Cabrera and Aneete Aviles,from Exit Power Realty. Silvio J. Pacifi co

Exit Realty Search packaged turkey dinners from P.S. 72 for needy Bronx families in front 
of their 3928 E. Tremont location on Monday, November 23. Pictured, (l-r) Andrew Haxhiu, 
James Munoz, Ramon Tejeda, George Torres and John Torido pack the truck with tasty 
Thanksgiving dinners. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

EXIT REALTY SEARCH, P.S. 72 DONATE TURKEYS

Senator Jeff Klein donated over 125 Thanksgiving turkeys to families and seniors residing 
at the Throggs Neck, Sack Wern and Pelham Parkway houses at his annual turkey giveaway 
held on Monday, November 23 and Tuesday, November 24. 

SENATOR KLEIN HOSTS ANNUAL TURKEY GIVEAWAY

Senator Klein (c) lent a helping hand at the Throggs Neck Houses this past Thanksgiving. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce

(l-r) Jim Buckley, Joyce Davis, Fernando Carol and Councilman Torres proudly display their 
awards during the ‘Forty y Fuerte’ awards ceremony. 
 Photo courtesy of Northwest Bronx Community and Clergy Coalition

The Northwest Bronx Community and Clergy Coalition held its ‘Forty y Fuerte’ 40th Anniver-
sary Gala on Friday, October 30 at Fordham University’s McGinley Center Ballroom to high-
light its last four decades worth of accomplishments as well as pay tribute to remarkable 
community leaders.  This year’s honorees included Councilman Ritchie Torres, Jim Buckley 
of University Neighborhood Housing Program, former director of Sistas and Brothas United 
Fernando Carlo and former NWBCCC board president Joyce Davis.

NWBCCC’S 40TH ANNIVERSARY GALA

Our Lady of the Assumption School’s Junior Teen Center celebrated Thanksgiving at a Friday, 
November 20 desert night in which the children shared the meaning of the American holiday. 

OLA CENTER HOLDS THANKSGIVING DESERT NIGHT

(front row, l-r) John Cherubini; Daniel Purcell; Gianna Matranga; Nicky and Samantha Robles; 
AnaLisa Matranga and Patrick Purcell. (back row, l-r) Mikey, Justin, McKenzie, Angelus and 
Ciaran Iglesias; Kayla Zolbricht; Sofi a Cruz; Natalie Hernandez; Kaitlyn Santiago and Riley 
Murphy celebrated Thanksgiving inside OLA’s gym. 
 Photo courtesy of Our Lady of the Assumption School

P.S.83 students with the service personnel from Fort Schuyler who worked out with them. 
 Photo courtesy of P.S. 83

Members of the United States Navy visited P.S. 83 in Morris Park on Monday, November 23. 
The military personnel from Fort Schuyler Naval Base met with fourth grade students and 
taught them proper exercise techniques.

U.S. NAVY VISITS P.S. 83
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New Throggs Neck Shopping Center (Bronx, NY)

www.wineliquorsuperstore.com

* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 12/18/2015

We will match printed prices from other NYC Liquor stores

Patron
Silver

$4299
750ml

1.75L is $96.67
Each with purchase

of 3 bottles

Tito’s
Vodka

$29 87
1.75l

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Wray &
Nephew

Overproof
White

$35 99
1.75l

Skyy
Vodka 80

$19 99
1.75l

New
Amsterdam

Vodka &
Flavored

$19 50
1.75l

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

750ml
Jack Daniels

Black

On Sale
 $4499

1.75L

750ml

Effen
Vodka

Guigal 
Cotes

du Rhone

$1250
Each with 

purchase of 3 
bottles

Korbel

750ml
750ml

Voda
Vodka

$899
1 L

$1149
1.75l

$775
750ml

Smirnoff
Vodka

$1999
1.75l

Bacardi 
Light & Gold

$1799
1.75l

Hennessy 
VS

$6199
1.75l

Dewars
White Label

$3499
1.75l

Regular,Black Cherry, Raspberry, 
Cucumber

Moet
Nectar

$4334

Each with
purchase of 3

bottles

Da Vinci 
Chianti

$916

Veuve
Cliquot

Yellow Label

$4235
Each with

purchase of
3 bottles

BRING THIS AD IN

50
GET FREE POINTS 

ON REWARDS 
CLUB!

On Sale
$2699

750ml Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

750ml
Each with

purchase of
3 bottles

On Sale
$1099

Louis Jadot 
Beaujolais

Villages

$1187
750ml

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

750ml
Each with

purchase of
3 bottles

Glenmorangie 
10 

$3564
750ml

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

750ml

750ml

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Moet
Imperial

$3899
750ml

Each with
purchase of

3 bottles

Werewolf

On Sale
$599

750ml

Cabernet Sauvignon,
Pinot Noir, Merlot

ARMAND DE BRIGNAC
ACE OF SPADES CHAMPAGNE BRUT 

750ml

Sale
$24999

Smoke Tree
Sonoma

Chardonnay

$1391

Deloach Vineyards
Pinot Noir
Heritage
Reserve 

$834

Gazela Vinho 
Verde

$429
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Parishioners gathered at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church’s Fatima Hall on Sunday, November 29 to remember loved ones in an emotionally stirring All Souls Remembrance Tree Lighting event. 
Each participant attached a picture of their late family members and friends to the tree.

ALL SOULS REMEMBRANCE TREE LIGHTING

(l-r) Lucia Brothers and D’Bari Funeral Home staff’s funeral directors Michael Arce, Vee Ma-
rie Rodriguez, Mia Arce, Richard Arce, Rich Arce and administrator Bruna Kurtaj. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Giovanni and Clara Bordenga, Fr. Jona-
than Morris of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church 
and Egidia Guzzi stand by the All Souls Day 
Remembrance Tree. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Lucia Brothers Funeral Home & D’Bari Funer-
al Home’s funeral director Rich Arce, places 
a face ornament on the tree. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Councilman Ritichie Torres is joined by Senator Gustavo Rivera, Assemblyman Victor Pich-
ardo and some happy constituents who received turkeys. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Torres’ offi ce

Councilman Ritchie Torres gave away 400 turkeys to constituents at Tremont United Methodist 
Church on Monday, November 23.  The event, done in partnership with 12 local elementary and 
high schools, was attended by over 100 families who don’t have the fi nancial means to prepare 
a traditional Thanksgiving dinner.  The event highlighted the food insecurity that many Bronx-
ites face, according to Torres offi ce. 

COUNCILMAN TORRES TURKEY GIVEAWAY

On Friday, November 13, the James Monroe Senior Center celebrated the 
history and discovery of Puerto Rico, which took place on November 19, 
1493. The event, which celebrated the 522nd anniversary of the discovery 
of Puerto Rico, included a fl oor show as well as Puerto Rican cuisine.  The 
reception hall of the center was decorated with the Puerto Rican fl ag as 
well as colorful accessories to honor the colonial territory. The event’s 
special guest was La Tuna de Mayaguez.

PUERTO RICO DISCOVERY DAY CELEBRATED

(Left) (l-r) Residents Agustina Chez, Francisca Torres, Elba Mass, Eliza-
beth Hernandez and Maria Lopez celebrate Puerto Rico’s history on 
Discovery Day. Photo courtesy of Franck Strongbow

Resident Maria Lopez holds up a Puerto Rican fl ag to celebrate Puerto 
Rico’s history and discovery. Photo courtesy of Franck Strongbow

On Tuesday, November 24, Councilman Andy King offered residents an abundance of con-
stituent services, ranging from free immigration assistance to free health-care insurance 
enrollment and free civic legal consultation at his district offi ce. In addition, King was able 
to spread holiday cheer with an impromptu turkey giveaway.  Before the giveaway, King held 
a press conference with Victor Bell, Metro Plus associate executive director of marketing and 
Andrea Walters, Local 371 associate secretary treasurer, along with several constituents, to 
urge residents who do not have health insurance, or need to renew their plan through the NYS 
Marketplace, to do so before Thursday, December 31. Pictured below, King gathers with his 
constituents that participated in the annual turkey giveaway. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Andy King’s offi ce

KING OFFERS ASSISTANCE AND FREE TURKEYS
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On Sunday, November 22, EF Sports and Assemblyman Michael Blake hosted the Thanksgiving Invitational Basketball Championship Game at the Classic Community Center. The event marked 
the fi rst time that over 20 teams with more than 200 players, which included men from city agencies such as the NYPD, FDNY, NYCHA, have been invited to compete for the title of the ‘Best of 
the Borough’ in basketball.  Proceeds from the event were donated towards Thanksgiving meals for underprivileged youth and anti-bullying programs.

BLAKE HOSTS THANKSGIVING INVITATIONAL

Pictured below,  in no particular order are Bharati Kemraj, EF Sports co-owner and publicist, Eliu Feliciano, EF Sports founder and CEO, gather with Eric Rodriguez, Cricket Wireless; Marc 
Barnes, Outback Steakhouse; John Burke, president of Wellcare NY; Felix Delgado, Wellcare NY; Alex Diaz, Wellcare NY; Abdoul Soumah, Wellcare NY; as well as the NYPD basketball team. 

(Bottom) Christopher McCullough from the Brooklyn Nets with Bharati Kemraj, EF Sports co-owner and publicist, Eliu Feliciano, EF Sports founder and CEO, gather with participating play-
ers from various city agencies.
(l-r) Bharati Kemraj, EF Sports co-owner and publicist, Assemblyman Michael Blake and Eliu Feliciano, EF Sports founder and CEO, during the Thanksgiving Invitational. 
 Photos courtesy of Ivelisse Arroyo

(Below) Representatives from FreshDirect, Mott Haven Bar and Grill and City Harvest. Photo courtesy of FreshDirect

(Right) Governor Cuomo recognized those participating in this year’s donation. Photo courtesy of FreshDirect

FreshDirect partnered with Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr., City Harvest, and local merchants to distribute 400 turkeys to south Bronx resi-
dents this Thanksgiving season.  The distribution took place at the Mott Haven Bar and Grill on Monday, November 23. Governor Mario Cuomo 
recognized the partners in this year’s Thanksgiving initiative.

FRESH DIRECT DONATES 400 TURKEYS
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Sat. & Sun. Dec. 19th. & 20th.

Courtesy Of

White Plains Road BID

White Plains Road
2 5

IS COMING TO TOWN

Sat. & Sun. Dec. 12th. & 13th.
Sat. & Sun. Dec. 5th. & 6th.

Support your Local Merchants at Pelham Parkway & White Plains Road where you will always find sales and bargins galore!

Happy Holidays

Business Improvement District

Santa Clause
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City Island Chamber of Commerce held its annual Christmas Tree Lighting on Saturday, No-
vember 28. The event, which included a choral performance from St. Mary’s Church chior, 
was held in Hawkins Park. 

CITY ISLAND TREE LIGHTING HELD

(l-r, back) Skip Giacco, City Island Chamber of Commerce president; CICC vice president Paul 
Klein; St. Mary’s Choir members Maura Mandrano, Paul Lattomada, choir leader Elizabeth 
Farnum, Jane LaScalla and Ken Cacase with (c, front) tree lighter Eden Sliver. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Fourth and fi fth graders from Our Lady of Mt. Carmel School responded to the horrifi c Sun-
day, November 15 terrorist attacks in Paris that left more than 120 dead with a compassion-
ate project called ‘Prayers for Paris’. Students wrote cards and essays showing their love 
and support for French school children on Tuesday, November 24. At the end of November, 
the students mailed their cards to children at Ecole Notre-Dame du Mont Carmel located 
in Perpignan, France.. Pictured (l-r) Principal John Riley stands with students Jaden Cruz, 
Maria Criollo, Jamel Riley, Graciela Garcis and Johnnie Torres as they display their ‘Prayer 
for Paris’ project. Photo courtesy of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel School

MT. CARMEL SCHOOL OFFERS ‘PRAYERS FOR PARIS’

St. Mary’s Church Choir members perform. Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Vacca, Michael Rivadeneyra, Vacca’s chief of staff, Cheryl Ilo, Chelsey Cruz, Briana Arias, 
Principal Jane Stefanini and Pastor Nikolin Pergjini distributed the turkeys. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Students from St. Lucy School were more than happy to volunteer for the turkey giveaway. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

On Monday, November 23, Councilman James Vacca hosted a turkey giveaway at St. Lucy 
School.The giveaway, which was also assisted by St. Lucy School’s 8th grade students, pro-
vided free turkeys to local residents for Thanksgiving.

VACCA HOSTS TURKEY GIVEAWAY AT ST. LUCY’S
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Together, We Can

ArchCare Advantage HMO SNP is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in ArchCare Advantage depends on 
contract renewal. This plan is available to anyone with Medicare who meets the Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) level of care.  This information 
is available for free in other languages. Please call our customer service number at 800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, Sunday-Saturday, 
8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  Esta información está disponible gratis en otros idiomas. Por favor llame a nuestro número de servicio al cliente al 
800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, de domingo a sábado, de 8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premi-
um. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, copayments, and restric-
tions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year.  Star ratings are based on 
five stars. Star ratings are assessed each year and may change from one year to the next.
* Maximum of $50 per month. Unused amounts do not carry over.

Together, we can keep
you healthy and enjoying life

With ArchCare Advantage HMO Special Needs Plan you get 

all the benefits of Medicare plus valuable extra features at No Additional Cost 

beyond your usual Medicare premiums.

$600 a year to spend on OTC health items* 

Doctor visits with little or no co-pay

Full prescription drug coverage 

Preventive care to keep you out of the hospital 

Your own personal care manager

Health Plans and Nursing Home Alternatives | Home Care | Skilled Nursing Care
Rehabilitation | Assisted Living | Specialized Care | Palliative Care | Hospice

We’re here to help.
800-373-3177 
TTY/TDD: 800-662-1220  
8 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
seven days a week
www.archcareadvantage.org 

H1777_Print_2016_Accepted

�����������������
ArchCare Advantage has received an

overall rating of 4 STARS (Above Average)

from Medicare.
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With the holiday sea-
son upon us and tots 
with their eyes all 

gosh-darn aglow, it is time to 
buy toys. This year, some are 
moving faster than others.

And then there are the ones 
not moving at all:

Arm-Os: Just like Legos, 
except shaped like arms. Kind 
of hard to snap together — and 
disturbing once you do.

Grown-Up Mutant Ninja 

Turtles: Still living in a sewer, 
but now plagued by back prob-
lems, wheezing, and “shell 
bunions.” (Don’t ask!)

Coolidge Logs: Modern-
ized Lincoln Logs. But not that 
modernized.

Spider Farm: Just like an 
ant farm, but with eight legs. 

Bryan Cranston Chemis-

try Set:  “Hey kids. Clean up 
that meth you made!”

Tickle Me and I’ll See 

You In Court, Elmo: A chas-

Meet the terrible toys of 2015
tened Elmo neither tickles nor 
accepts tickling. He always has 
another adult Muppet present 
and wears a body camera.

Mr. Pot-Head and his 

wife, Mrs. Pot-Head: Put 
eyes all over them! Add an up-
side-down mustache, and how 
about a hat for a nose? Sooooo 
funny! Oh my God, like, seri-
ously, that is the funniest thing 
ever, ever, ever. 

Easy Break Oven: Half the 
price of the Hasbro models.

Barbie’s Over-Mortgaged 

Dream House: Of course Bar-
bie’s got a job! She’s got three: 
Astronaut, pop singer, vet-
erinarian. And she’s still un-
derwater. (Ken is AWOL with 
some Bratz doll.)

Cabbage Patch Cabbage: 
Better than the old Cabbage 
Patch Kids, because you can 
boil these or serve stuffed with 
ground meat and rice.

Skinky: Wrap these long 

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

metal coils around a friend’s 
wrists. Voila! Homemade hand-
cuffs. Have fun!

Trumby: Bombastic, gin-
ger-haired rubber fi gurine 
that will not let any toys from 
Syria into the playpen. 

Ouija Bored: Slightly testy 
tool for communicating with 
the dead, often spelling out, 

“He’s fi ne. Quit asking.” Or, 
“She’s busy … for eternity.” 

Power-Hungry Rangers: 

These Rangers roam the Inter-
state issuing exorbitant traffi c 
tickets for cracked brake lights 
and failing to signal a lane 
change. 

Payola Crayons: Crayons 
that will draw anything for 
you, for a price.

Chutes and Bladders: Get 
to the bathroom at the top of 
the board as fast as you can! 
Hurry! 

Bernie Babies: Bernie Ba-
bies don’t smile much, but they 
are earnest, they are angry, 
and they come with a plush 
copy of Das Kapital. Bernies 
are not available for sale — 
“Unlike our government!” as 
the Bernie motto goes. 

Stomp Drones: One, two, 
three — stomp! Congratula-
tions, you’ve launched your 
own personal attack drone. 

Watch it sail beyond your 
neighborhood, over the ocean 
and into the Middle East where 
who-knows-what mischief it 
may cause? Time to get out 
your Nerf Grenade Launcher!

Rubik’s Cubicle: Twist 
this super-sized toy into a 
cramped and lonely workspace 
devoid of hope and cheer. Add 
a family photo! (But it won’t do 
any good.)  

Barrel of Monks: Now 
quite as much fun as its prede-
cessor, and a very quiet toy. 

Mobbed-Up Chatty Cathy: 

Cathy isn’t so chatty anymore. 
In fact, she didn’t see nothin’ 
and she’s not sayin’ nothin’.

See ’n’ Swear: Pull the 
string and see someone steal 
dad’s parking space! What does 
daddy say now?

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and author and 
founder of the book and blog 
Free-Range Kids. 

 Assemblyman Michael Benedetto 
announces that the MetroCard Mobile 
Van will be parked at the curb in front 
of the his offi ce located at 3602 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, on Friday, December 11, be-
tween the hours of 1 to 3 p.m.

The MetroCard Mobile Van enables:
• Senior citizens 65 years of age or 

older to apply for Reduced-Fare Metro-
Card and receive a temporary card on 
the spot (Bring proof of age such as a 
Medicare card and valid photo identifi -

cation);
• People with disabilities that qual-

ify, and who present a Medicare card 
and valid photo ID such as a driver’s li-
cense to apply for Reduced-Fare Metro-
Card;

• Daily riders to add money to their 
Reduced-Fare MetroCard; and

• Everyone to get all MetroCard ques-
tions answered.

For more information, call (718) 892-
2235 

Join Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj 
and Senator Jeff Klein for their annual 
Menorah Lightings. 

Monday, December 7, 3:30 p.m.  at 
Bronx House, 990 Pelham Parkway 
South; 4:30 p.m. at Einstein Hospital, 

MetroCard van scheduled stop

Menorah Lightings
Morris Park and Eastchester Road; 
and  5:30 p.m. at White Plains Road and 
Pelham Parkway North.

For further information, con-
tact the offi ce of Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj at (718) 409-0109.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
An event so nice, I mentioned it 

twice!  Don’t forget Sunday, Decemer 
6 at the VA Hospital at 11 a.m.  Santa’s 
helpers always welcome.

We have Saturday, December 5, Pearl 
Harbor Day at City Island at noon at the 
Hawkins Post on the avenue.  They usu-
ally present the wreath from the bridge 
but you know what’s going on there.  
And Monday, December 7, the tradi-
tional day, we have the Silver Beach 
Memorial Post Ceremony at Bicenten-
nial Veterans Memorial Park outside 
of Edgewater Park, reported fi rst at 
11 a.m., but later reported as 2 p.m. so 
stand by for a clarifi cation. 

And for some cheer we have the An-
nual Bronx County American Legion 
Holiday Party at the Hawkins Post on 
City Island Avenue on Sunday, Decem-
ber 13, ours is Sunday, December 20 af-
ter our 11 a.m. meeting at the Turner 
Club, starts after noon.

Thanks to Mike Pricoli, Community 
Board 10 colleague, veteran and expert 

social worker, for the VA pamphlets.  
Will be working more closely with him 
and other supporters in the near fu-
ture.

Well it wouldn’t be the holidays with-
out a scam.  We had the ‘there’s some-
thing wrong with your computer, give 
us your personal information’ phone 
call.   

Now it seems members are getting 
cell phone calls asking about post hall 
rentals, very vague, very elusive when 
they are asked questions about their 
call.  

The best idea is to just tell them to 
call a post with a hall and ask for the 
hall manager.  What they’re up to, lord 
only knows....

East Bronx History Forum new and highlights
BY THOMAS X. CASEY 

The Huntington Free Library and 
Reading Room announces the East 
Bronx History Forum will hold its 
next meeting on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 16, at 7:30 p.m. 

The East Bronx History Forum 
meets to discuss Bronx history and 
held its fi rst meeting on June 16, 2005.   
This will be the forum’s 106th meeting 
and we are pleased to have Kaycie San-
tiago as our featured presenter.  The 
topic for the power point presentation 
is “The Past and Present of Preston 

High School” based on Ms. Santiago’s 
independent research.

 Bronx resident Kaycie Santiago is 
no ordinary researcher and historian. 
She was recently awarded a Certifi cate 
of Honorable Mention from the New 
York State Archives for her submis-
sion on the Collis P. Huntington home-
stead, that later became Preston High 
School.  

 Santiago’s hard work and passion 
easily comes through when her 90-
page paper, bibliography and images 
are examined.  There is an additional 

special reason why her work is of the 
highest standards; because she at-
tends Preston High School.  Santiago 
is an honor student, now in her junior 
year at Preston.  It should also be noted 
that Kaycie was the class valedicto-
rian from St. Raymond Elementary 
School in 2013.

 Santiago’s enthusiasm to promote 
the Bronx and Preston High School 
history does not end with her paper 
and presentation. Santiago, along with 
other Preston High School students, 
under the guidance of Dr. Nikolaus 

Unger, are producing a fi lm documen-
tary based on Kaycie’s paper.  

If you are a parent or student, this 
is the time to come out, join, support 
and enjoy the work of our local student 
Kaycie Santiago.

All meetings are free and open to 
the public at The Huntington Free Li-
brary and Reading Room, located next 
to Apple Bank at 9 Westchester Square.  
Parking is free after 7 p.m.

 Please view the East Bronx History 
Forum web page at BronxNYC.com for 
details and follow us on Facebook
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The Essential Plan
• Monthly premiums are either $0 or $20 a month 

based on income
• Low out-of-pocket costs with no deductible - 

the plan starts paying for your health care right away
• Free preventive care like checkups and screenings
Enroll ALL YEAR LONG starting November 1, 2015!

��������������	
 ��

1-888-FIDELIS  fideliscare.org
To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health Plus and
Medicaid through NY State of Health, the Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

Offered by Fidelis Care and available through NY State of Health: The Official Health Plan Marketplace

Questions? Call 1-888-FIDELIS for more information or to meet with a Fidelis Care Health
Benefit Representative.

Comprehensive Coverage: ������������������������������������
���������������� ���!���
"��������������������������������������#���$

Doctors and Hospitals Close to Home: %"�����!�����������&��#�'�������%���(�
�)��������������������*��+��*"��"�!������������"����&����������$���

How do I Qualify? %����'�������%�������������#���,
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On Thanksgiving Day the owners 
of Beso Lounge, Eli Garcia and Gino 
Pacheco presented their 5th annual 
Thanksgiving event. The grand feast 
took place at 320 E. 204th Street be-
tween Perry and Hull avenues.

This year’s feast marks the events 
fi fth year and they donated around 200 
turkeys. The restaurant’s goal is to give 
back to families throughout the Bronx 
as well as the less fortunate so that they 
too can have a meaningful Thanksgiv-
ing. 

Eli and Gino are also the presidents 
of the E. 204th Street & Bainbridge Mer-
chant Association and sponsor many 
events throughout the year.

The wonderful supporters of the hol-
iday event were the E. 204th St & Bain-
bridge Merchant Association, Leroy 
Pharmacy, Fresh Direct, Assemblymen 
Mark Gjonaj, Councilman Andrew Co-
hen, Mosholu Preservation Corpora-
tion, MAS, Inc, and Ischia Bravo.   

* * *

The Pelham Bay Library at 3060 
Middletown Road  is hosting a free in-
come tax workshop on Friday, Decem-
ber 11 at 1 p.m. Presented by licensed 
CPA Allen Katz, the program “Tax 
Talks” will answer your questions re-
garding tax preparation, amended 
returns, and tax planning consider-
ations.  

Katz is the owner of Comprehensive 
Wealth Management Group, LLC, and 
a member of the NY Chapter of the Fi-
nancial Planning Association.

The program is free to all and sub-
ject to cancellation without notice. You 
can call the library at (718) 792-6744 for 
more information.

* * *

Ronald McDonald House Chari-

ties® New York Tri-State Area is 
now accepting applications to its His-
panic American Commitment to Edu-

cational Resources® college scholar-
ship program. Students must apply no 
later than January 20, 2016 at www.
meencanta.com. 

To qualify, students must plan to en-
roll in a two-year or four-year accred-
ited college, university or vocational/
technical school upon graduation; have 
at least one parent of Hispanic heritage; 
be a legal U.S. resident; be less than 21 
years of age and reside within the geo-
graphic boundaries of the chapter (New 
York, New Jersey and Connecticut). 

The RMHC/HACER scholarship 
program is championed by New York 
Tri-State McDonald’s Hispanic Owner/
Operators. Their support helps stu-
dents from across the New York Metro 
Area who work hard to get good grades, 
but unfortunately may not have the fi -
nancial resources needed to attend an 
institution of higher learning. 

“Many students in our Hispanic 
communities face many obstacles to 
get the education they are hoping for,” 
stated Ana Madan, McDonald’s Owner/
Operator and Chairwoman of the NY 
Tri-State RMHC/HACER Scholarship 
Selection Committee. “To help them ac-
complish their educational goals, this 
year RMHC® New York Tri-State Area 
along with RMHC® Global and the sup-
port of the McDonald’s Owner/Opera-
tors Association, will award more than 
$250,000 in scholarships to deserving 
Latino high school graduates in fi nan-
cial need,” added Madan.  

* * *

Bronx families stepped into the roles 
of doctors, electricians, meteorologists 
and more on Thursday during a cele-
bration of National Family Literacy 

Month®. The event was held at the Mott 
Haven Community Center, and was 
hosted by East Side House Settlement 
as part of its Toyota Family Learning 
program through the National Center 

for Families Learning (NCFL).
The event designed to pique chil-

dren and adult’s natural curiosities 
about the world through hands-on ac-
tivities. Families built circuits to power 
light bulbs, prepared healthy snacks 
and learned how to make clouds. The 
STEM-based (Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Mathematics) activities 
were prefaced with a read loud of Bar-
bara Lehn’s ‘What is a Scientist’ and a 
demonstration of each activity station.

The event incorporated Camp Won-
deropolis® activities. Last year, chil-
dren mastered 34,000 vocabulary words 
and passed 13,500 informational texts 
and vocabulary quizzes during Camp 
Wonderopolis events. 10,000 children 
from across the country were enrolled 
in the virtual summer camp with New 
York ranked in the top three cities for 
participation. The exciting results cap-
tured the attention of Good Morning 
America and many of the nation’s top 
education outlets such as the U.S. De-
partment of Education and New Amer-
ica/Ed Central.

East Side House Settlement is one of 
10 NCFL partner organizations hosting 
community events during November to 
mark National Family Literacy Month. 
NCFL is a leader in family learning ini-
tiatives and has developed a two-gen-
erational solution to educational chal-
lenges that is being employed across 
the United States. Health, fi nance, and 
reading literacy, along with STEM-
based activities and civic engagement, 
are included in NCFL’s groundbreak-
ing family learning programs.

* * *

Cushman & Wakefi eld has won 
an exclusive assignment to lease up to 
24,000 square feet of new retail space 
in the heart of the rapidly expanding 
Broadway retail corridor in Riverdale-
Kingsbridge.

Situated at 5740 Broadway, the new 
strip center – which will include on-site 
parking -- is scheduled for occupancy 
in the second quarter of 2016.   

The Riverdale-Kingsbridge commu-
nity stands out as a high-density trade 
area with strong middle-class demo-
graphics. Average household income 
within a mile radius of the site stands 
at $67,336. Yet analysts concur that the 
district has been underserved by retail-
ers for a number of years.

But the market has been taking 
notice of the area’s untapped poten-
tial.  Over the past fi ve years, River-
dale-Kingsbridge has witnessed the 
opening of outlets representing a mul-
titude of prominent, national and re-
gional brands.  Among nearby tenants 
are Staples, Buffalo Wild Wings, BJ’s, 
Blink Fitness, TJ Maxx, Carter’s/Osh-

kosh, Chipotle, Stop & Shop, and many 
others.

The developer, Storage Deluxe Re-
alty LLC, will consider a range of logi-
cal divisions.

* * *

A Master of Fine Arts in Creative 
Writing with a focus on social justice 
will be offered through the Graduate 
School at The College of New Ro-

chelle starting in Fall 2016. Inspired 
by the Ursuline motto Serviam (“I will 
serve”), the program offers writers the 
opportunity to refi ne their craft and ex-
ercise literary citizenship while draw-
ing attention to often-overlooked hu-
man experiences. 

The core of the program is found in 
its mission, which states in part, “…we 
believe that writing can be a noble vo-
cation, and a cultural practice uniquely 
positioned to foster empathy and give 
voice to the voiceless.” The program’s 
literature electives stress themes of 
social integration of classes, races, 
religions, and lifestyles. Through a 
capstone experience, “Literary Citi-
zenship,” students will serve local com-
munities by applying their skills as 
artists and educators to writing ser-
vice projects devised over the previous 
three semesters.

The 36-credit MFA features concen-
trations in fi ction and creative nonfi c-
tion, with small class sizes, fl exible 
schedules, and affordable tuition. Rig-
orous craft, workshop, and literature 
courses will be taught by CNR’s nation-
ally recognized faculty of writers and 
scholars, as well as visiting instruc-
tors. Scholarships and teaching fellow-
ships are available, and the New Ro-
chelle campus provides easy access to 
New York City agents, editors, and pub-
lishers.

Further distinctive aspects of the 
program include three semesters of the 
course “The Writer at Work,” which 
provides an immersive experience in 
either craft or professional develop-
ment, with instruction delivered by 
noted writers, scholars, or publishing 
industry specialists.

Co-created by faculty members Dr. 
Nick Smart of the School of Arts & Sci-
ences and Steven Hobbs of the School of 
New Resources, the MFA is a model of 
institutional collaboration at the Col-
lege. 

Applications are now being accepted 
for the Fall 2016 semester. For more in-
formation, visit the MFA website www.
cnr.edu/mfa. For questions regarding 
the program, contact Steven Hobbs at 
shobbs@cnr.edu or (718) 320-0300. For 
admissions and application informa-
tion, contact Michael Petri at (914) 654-
5256 or mpetri@cnr.edu.

• Pelham Bay Libray Upcoming Even

• College of New Rochelle Fall Courses

• National Family Literacy Month

5th annual Thanksgiving event at Beso Lounge
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BY KENNY AGOSTO
New York Cares Coat Drive

We hope you all enjoyed 
your Thanksgiving Day hol-
iday. We at the Bronx Park 
East Community Association, 
your friendly neighborhood 
advocates for the Allerton, 
Bronxdale, Bronx Park East, 
and Pelham Parkway commu-
nities have been busy spread-
ing the joy of the holidays.

     On Wednesday Thanks-
giving Eve, we held an im-
promptu pre-Thanksgiving 
meal for our members. Some-
times some of us have nowhere 
to go for Thanksgiving and we 
wanted to spent it together as 
a family away from our fam-
ily. We thank our Senator Ruth 
Hassell-Thompson and the good 
folks at Vertex of the Bronx for 
providing the space and the de-
licious four-course meal.  

On the next day we went out 
to support and volunteer at B-
PECA member Iris Garcia’s an-
nual community Thanksgiv-
ing celebration at P.S. 51.  We 
thank Iris and her family, who 
stayed up all night preparing 
25 turkeys and all of the trim-
mings. Thank you for always 
being part of the solution.   

NY Cares and B-PECA 
is half way through our two 
month coat drive.  We are 
still working hard on our Fall 
campaign to collect coats and 
canned foods for the needy.  At 
our last general meeting we re-
ceived a large amount of used 
coats from our members with 
the help of our friends Alek-
sander Nilaj, Edith Blitzer, 
and district leader Andrea 
Siegal of our sister organiza-
tion Albanian-American Open 
Hand Association who have 
been instrumental in collect-

ing canned food and clothing 
for the needy all over the world. 
We will still be happily collect-
ing at our next BPECA general 
meeting on Thursday, Decem-
ber 10 at 6:30 p.m. sharp, at the 
CenterLight Wallerstein Cen-
ter located at 2401 White Plains 
Road, near Waring Avenue, op-
posite the Walgreen’s.

B-PECA Watch Patrol

The holiday season is upon 
us, there are people out there 
preying on the disabled, our el-
derly, and people like you. Also 
pick pokets are out in force to 
take advantage of unsuspect-
ing people distracted by their 
devices. Keep alert. Keep vigi-
lant. We must end the practice 
of being silent. If you see some-
thing, anything at all, you must 
say something. You don’t have 
to identify yourself.  You can 
anonymously call 911 if you see 
someone being hurt or if you 
witness a theft, someone plac-
ing a suspicious package on the 
ground, or even an act of van-
dalism. 

On different nights, we 
patrol our streets at differ-
ent times and locations in our 
area.  When we see illegal graf-
fi ti we document and on occa-
sion paint over it immediately. 
This is how we begin to keep 
our community safe.  You can 
help by keeping alert partici-
pating at your local police pre-
cinct community council meet-
ing or attending your local 
community board meetings.  
Of course, become a B-PECA 
community watch patrol mem-
ber.  Bronx Park, let’s take a 
bite out of crime.

Terrorism

This year we have witnessed 
the raw carnage all around the 
world in; Afghanistan, Camer-

oon, Israel, Kenya, Lebanon, 
Nigeria, Pakistan the Philip-
pines, Russia, Syria, Turkey, 
the Ukraine and Yemen, result-
ing in tens of thousands of lives 
lost.  Now, our beloved sister 
city of lights, Paris has once 
again been visited by the spec-
tre of mass violence. We New 
Yorkers are not strangers to vi-
olence, whether it is a daily oc-
currence on our streets or that 
fateful Election Day morning 
14 years ago, when Al-Qaeda 
violated our American soil 
and sense of security during 
the September 11 attacks.  We 
survived, because, we are a re-
silient people. We got up again 
and so too will all free people 
around the world.

We the people of the Bronx 
stand in solidarity with the 
people of Paris and indeed all 
of the free people on our planet 
to condemn this cowardly act 
of wanton violence on innocent 
men, women, and children.  

Participatory Budgeting

Three of our members par-
ticipated at a meeting at the 
Bronx Library Center hosted 
by Councilman Ritchie Torres 
to discuss ‘phase 2’ of participa-
tory budgeting for part of a $1 
million in capital funding for 
our neighborhoods and parks.  
There are several committees: 
parks, community spaces, san-
itation, and transportation.  If 
you are interested in partici-
pating in PB, committee as-
signments are still available, 

just call the district offi ce at 
(718) 842-8100. The only crite-
ria is you must live or work in 
the district  and be 14 years and 
over. So, come out and partici-
pate.  We must be the change 
we wish to see in our neighbor-
hoods!

In Memoriam

This week in memoriam, 
we remember Bronx senior 
and author Robert Neuge-
bren, 72. Robert wrote a book 
about his survival of psychi-
atric abuse at Creedmore Psy-
chiatric center. Bronx senior 
Marvin Rosen, who was the 
brother of Bronx community 
leader and Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association 
president Edith Blitzer. Bronx 
senior Helen Milo, 97. Helen 
served as the matriarch of the 
Milo family and attended Im-
maculate Conception Church.  
U.S. Olympic Gold Medal run-
ner and legendary Tuskegee 
Airman Mel Whitfi eld, 91. Dr. 
Howard Green, 90, who discov-
ered how to regenerate skin 
cells that can be grafted onto 
burn victims saving count-
less lives and ispiring future 
stem cell research. Attorney 
and civil rights activist Alvin 
Brunstein, 87. He was a life-
long advocate against prisoner 
abuse. Noted political theorist 
Sheldon Wolin, 93, who evalu-
ated and critiqued the limits 
on popular democracy from 
Acient Greece to current po-
litical structures.  Famed cab-
eret owner Jan Wallmann, 93, 
responsible for launching the 
careers of Barbara Streisend, 
Joan Rivers, Woody Allen, and 
Rodney Dangerfi eld. Longtime 
artist for DC Comics Murphy 
Anderson, 89, He had a hand 
in every major DC comic book 

including ‘Superman’ and 
‘Hawkman.’ Broadway actor 
turned folk singer Leon Bibb, 
93. Mr. Bibb was nominated for 
a Tony Award for ‘A Hand is on 
the Gate’ with Miss Cicely Ty-
son and James Earl Jones. He 
also performed at the land-
mark civil right marches from 
Selma to Montgomery, Ala-
bama in 1965.  And last but not 
least, TV actor and soap opera 
star David Canary, 77, who was 
best known for his evil/good 
twin roles of Adam/Stuard 
Chandler on ‘All My Children’ 
and as Ponderosa ranch hand 
Candy Canaday on ‘Bonanza.’  
May all these fi ne people Rest 
In Peace…

Contact Us

You can contact our chair, 
Raphael by texting or calling 
(347) 654-7044, or vice chair 
Kenny Agosto at (917) 378-5577. 
You can get daily community 
updates by joining our Face-
book group at www.facebook.
com/groups/bxparkeast or by 
following us on Instagram @
bronxparkeastcommunity. We 
also send out weekly emails 
with news and upcoming event 
information. To receive the 
emails, write to bxparkeast@
gmail.com.

Until next time, if you are 
putting up holiday lights, 
please make sure the lights 
are in good working order and 
please keep extension cords 
clear of any fl ammable mate-
rials and defi nitely don’t over 
load it! The life you save may be 
your own.  Also, as you travel 
on the roads, buses, subways 
and stores/malls, it doesn’t 
hurt to be polite to fellow hu-
man beings. Tis the season for 
caring and sharing, let’s all get 
along.

BY MICHELE TORRIONI
Hello everyone.
Hope your Thanksgiving 

Holidays were relaxing and 
fi lled with family, friends, 
laughter, smiles, good food and 
holiday cheer.  Coming from an 
Italian family our tables are 
always overloaded with food 
even when we are just getting 
together for Sunday dinner, 
add a holiday and you can be 
sure there is more than enough 
to go around and plenty of left-
overs for the next few days. 

Christmas is next and I 

haven’t done any Christmas 
shopping hopefully I’ll get to it 
in the next few weeks oh wait 
there isn’t that much time….
anyway remember when doing 
your Christmas shopping try 
to shop locally as much as pos-
sible to help support our local 
merchants. 

On Saturday, December 5 
the Pelham Bay Merchants is 
having their tree decorating 
event in Keane Square Park 
on Buhre and Westchester av-
enues at noon. Bring an orna-
ment to place on the tree and 

join us for this fun fi lled event 
with music and gifts.  

On Sunday, December 6 
the Waterbury/Lasalle Com-
munity Association is having 
their annual Christmas Tree 
Lighting in Schneider Samp-
son Park located on Bruckner 

Boulevard at Baisley Avenue 
across from P.S. 14, near the 
First Lutheran Church from 
4:45 p.m. until Santa arrives, 
there will be music, gifts, cook-
ies and hot chocolate for every-
one to enjoy and of course a vis-
itor from the North Pole. 

Due to a scheduling con-
fl ict with St. Theresa Church 
our December meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, December 8 
instead of the regular day of 
Tuesday, December 15. 

I have some information 
on some of the questions that 

were asked at our last meeting 
to share. I will work on getting 
a guest speaker, but at the mo-
ment we do not have one and 
we will have some gifts to raf-
fl e off for the holiday. Please 
join us for the last meeting for 
the year, remember there are 
no meetings in January and 
February.  

If you have issues or con-
cerns that need immediate at-
tention do not hesitate to con-
tact us via our email pbtpa@
gmail.com or you can leave a 
voicemail at (718) 409-1345. 

Santa Claus is coming to Westchester Square
On Friday, December 4, 

the Westchester Square com-
munity will be visited by 
Santa Claus and two of his 
trusted reindeer. From 5 to  8 

p.m, Owen Dolen Park will be 
transformed into Santa’s Vil-
lage.  

Presented by Councilman 
James Vacca, the Westchester 

Square Business Improve-
ment District, NYC Depart-
ment of Parks & Recreation 
and Healthfi rst, the annual 
Holiday Celebration will in-

clude Yuletide Carolers, the 
lighting of the community 
tree, hot coco and gifts from 
Santa for children ages 1-12 
years (while supplies last).  

Santa, his reindeer and elves 
will also be on hand for photo 
opportunities. 

For more information call 
(718-395-1932.
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
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IMMUNOTHERAPY-CLINICAL STUDIES

COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
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Celebrate Hanukkah at Temple Hatikva
If you like holiday celebra-

tions, Temple Hatikva is the 
place for you on Friday, De-
cember 11 at 7:30 p.m.  Fol-
lowing the lighting of the Ha-
nukah candles and a short 
Shabbat service, a joyous Ha-
nukkah party will follow.  En-
joy plenty of latkes (potato pan-
cakes), applesauce, soufganiot 
(traditional jelly donuts), fes-
tive music, dreidels and Hanu-
kah gelt, all free of charge.

Everyone is welcome to 
come and help celebrate the 
joyous holiday of Hanukkah, 
commemorating the miracle 
which took place over 2,000 
years ago, when the available 

supply of oil needed to relight 
the eternal fl ame to rededi-
cate the Temple burned for 
eight days, until a new supply 
could be acquired. This year, 
the eight-day holiday will run 
from the evening of December 
6, through the evening of De-
cember 14.

“We are happy to celebrate 
this festival of lights with 
our community once again,” 
said cantor Kyle Cherry. “The 
miracle of Hanukkah shows 
us that the lights will again 
lead us through this time of 
strife.”

The Hannukah commemo-
ration will continue on Sun-

day, December 13, during 
Temple Hatikva’s next adult 
education session.  Following a 
10 a.m. breakfast of latkes and 
soufganiot, juice and coffee, 
cantor Kyle will explore the 
topic, “How the Miracle of Ha-
nukkah Relates to Us Today.”  

All community residents 
seeking a welcoming atmo-
sphere in which to learn more 
about and connect to Judaism 
are welcome at Temple Ha-
tikva services and adult edu-
cation sessions, regardless of 
their level of knowledge and 
expertise.

The synagogue is located 
at Bronx House, 990 Pelham 

Parkway South, offering 
monthly Friday evening ser-
vices at 7:30 p.m., to welcome 
in the Sabbath with tradi-
tional prayers, in English and 
Hebrew, and contemplation.  
Each service is followed by 
a free Kiddush with refresh-
ments and fellowship, a time 
apart from everyday cares and 
tasks to sit back and chat with 
community neighbors.

Temple Hatikva also holds 
monthly adult education ses-
sions on Sunday mornings at 
10 a.m., from October through 
April, covering a wide variety 
of topics of interest to people of 
all religious backgrounds.  

Each session begins at 
10 a.m. with bagels, cream 
cheese, juice, cake and coffee, 
all free of charge.  

The date for the next Shab-
bat service will be January 15, 
followed by adult education on 
January 17

For more information see 
the temple’s website at www.
templehatikva.com.  If you 
have questions, or wish to re-
quest notifi cations of syna-
gogue plans by e-mail or U.S. 
Mail, send requests to temple-
hatikva@aol.com or to Tem-
ple Hatikva, c/o Bronx House, 
990 Pelham Parkway South, 
Bronx, NY 10469.

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
As we are all winding 

down from the Thanksgiving 
weekend and gearing up for 
the season of holidays, I wish 
one and all a peaceful time 
fi lled with joy and sharing.  
We were invited out to my 
cousins’ house on Thanks-
giving, but we still ordered 
our turkey from Lewis Waite 
Farm.  Friday has been the 
day for the LPCA Pot Luck 
Dinner, so we usually fry the 
turkey on Saturday.  There’s 
always some friend travel-
ling from one destination to 
another that will stop by and 
share with us.  This year it 
was my friend Josi who joined 
us, bearing gifts such as a 
new laptop case and a bottle 
of Prosecco.  

We watched the turkey fry 
while munching on appetizers 
and watching our three dogs 
run around the backyard.  My 
two dogs were so excited when 
they saw their friend Coco ar-

rive in her mommy’s car, it 
was a joyful puppy reunion.  

Dinner was kept simple for 
the three of us; I had made a 
big batch of cornbread stuff-
ing so that I could bring some 
to Thanksgiving Dinner, an-
other tray for the Pot Luck 
Dinner, a small tray for our 
friend Pete who stopped by on 
Thanksgiving night to play 
with and feed the dogs plus a 
tray for us.  I make the corn-
bread from scratch and use ba-
con fat instead of butter.  After 
it sits overnight, I chop it up 
and add it to sauteed sausage 
(most years I use Lewis Waite 
Farm Pork Maple Breakfast 
Sausage, this year I tried it 
with their Chorizo Sausage), 
sauteed chicken liver and 
roasted carrots, celeriac, fen-
nel and mushrooms.  

Each of the vegetables is 
roasted separately with their 
own fl avor profi les and sea-
sonings.  Once it’s mixed to-
gether, I add eggs and my 

homemade stock to get it all 
nice and moist and then into 
the oven at 350 degrees for a 
half hour covered, then an-
other 15 minutes uncovered.  

Frying the turkey is great 
for many reasons.  The turkey 
really comes out moist with 
delicious crispy skin and it 
takes only about 45 minutes 
to cook.  Whether we are host-
ing the holiday or frying the 
turkey just for ourselves, the 
appetizer course is usually 
outside while we watch the 
turkey fry.  It also gives me 
plenty of room in the oven for 
side dishes, and when I host 
the meal for my family, I al-
ways get carried away with 
side dishes.  

The only problem is mak-
ing gravy.  You see, if you’ve 
ever made gravy from scratch, 
you know that you need the 
browned crispies on the bot-
tom of the pan to make a re-
ally good gravy.

A couple of nights before 
Thanksgiving, I grilled up a 
few chicken breasts for din-
ner.  After dinner, I heated 
up the grill pan, added a few 
spoonfuls of stock and scraped 
the pan, collecting all of the 
browned bits.  I put it in the 
fridge.  On Saturday, I poured 
this liquid into a medium 
saute pan, added a heaping ta-
blespoon of chicken fat and set 
the pan aside.  I then combined 
a ¼ cup of fl our with a ¼ cup 
of softened butter (not melted, 
just soft enough to work with), 
plus a bit of salt, pepper and 
dried sage, creating a rue.  

My husband trimmed off 
the wing tips and I added 
them to a pint of stock and let 
them simmer a bit.  It’s my 

homemade chicken stock that 
I used and it is very rich.  I 
heated up the saute pan with 
the drippings and chicken 
fat and then added the rue, 
stirring with a whisk for ten 
minutes.  Then I added the 
heated stock and whisked for 
another ten minutes.  Once 
done, I set it aside and heated 
it slightly before we sat down 
for dinner.

The gravy was so good, we 
were spooning it on every-
thing.  Josi, who has attended 
most of my family Thanks-
givings, agreed that this was 
the best batch I had made.  Fi-
nally, the problem of how to 
make good gravy was solved!  
Life is good.

I hope everyone had as 
great a holiday weekend as 
we did and that we all survive 
the madness of the ‘Christ-
mas Season’ intact and ready 
for 2016.  I know I am.

Be the change you want to 
see in the world.

BY AL D’ANGELO
Life passes so quickly we 

never seem to have time to 
refl ect. I had the opportunity 
the other day while I waited 
for my wife to sign her mother 
out of the nursing home for 
the day. 

I watched as other fami-
lies picked up their loved ones 
for Thanksgiving. A lady well 
into her eighties who was 
once a Radio City Rockette 

was being wheeled out in a 
wheelchair. Her once power-
ful legs reduced to useless ap-
pendages, but she still had a 
sparkle in her eye. 

A man wearing a WW2 hat 
was being lifted into an ambu-
lete. I came to learn he was in 
the Normandy invasion and 
earned two Purple Hearts. 
To look at him now it is hard 
to imagine a battle-seasoned 
veteran, but the fl ag pinned 

on his lapel showed his pride. 
In the courtyard there 

was a former college profes-
sor surrounded by her loved 
ones who she could no longer 

recognize. I saw a 96-year-old 
man with the blurred num-
bers still visible on his arm, 
who lost his entire family in 
the Holocaust. 

There were others sitting 
alone, heads bowed, no one left 
to care for them, each one with 
a story untold. These are the 
people who fought our wars, 
taught our children, invested 
our money, protected our citi-
zens, provided us with enter-

tainment, and took care of our 
elderly. We have become so 
caught up with the now that 
we see these people as a bur-
den and an inconvenience. We 
have forgotten their contribu-
tions to our way of life.

The Lord said “Whatever 
you do for the least of my 
brethren you do also unto 
me”. I do not fear death, I fear 
being an inconvenience and a 
burden.

FOR ADVERTISING RATES AND
INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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EXTRAVAGANZA!

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Injections

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST LASER TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

LAZER HAIR 
“REMOVAL” 

EXTRAVAGANZA
Call us for our 

summer specials!
TRADE THE RAZOR FOR THE LAZER!

Free consultation. Limited time offer.

GIFT
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal 

Electrolysis   

Botox  

Fillers 

 hCG Weight Loss Program

Hormone Replacement Therapy

Chemical Peels

 Skin Tightening

BEFORE

AFTER

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert Graziosa 
has been certifi ed 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led many 
patients to live 
more happy and 
healthy lives.

B
E
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R

E
A

F
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R

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

3611A East Tremont Ave. 
Bronx, NY

347-281-5576

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start hCG 
Weight Loss Program

LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 
20–40 lb. LIGHTER

LOSE 
½–2 lb. PER DAY
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Los Nutcrackers: A Christmas Carajo at BAAD
BAAD! The Bronx Acad-

emy of Arts and Dance proudly 
presents Los Nutcrackers: A 
Christmas Carajo, written by 
Charles Rice-González and di-
rected by Luis Caballero. This 
marks the fi rst year that the 
award-winning director of Off-
Broadway hits La Lupe: My life 
and My Destiny and DC-7 The 
Roberto Clemente Story steps 
in to helm the work. 

The play interweaves two 
holiday classics, The Nut-
cracker and A Christmas Carol, 
and creates a queer, Latino play 
about a gay couple who go on a 
psychedelic trip through their 
lives one Christmas Eve.  

The play will be presented 
December 4, 5, 11, 12, 16, 18 and 
19 at 8 p.m. and  Saturday, De-
cember 12 at 3 p.m. at BAAD!, 
2474 Westchester Avenue in the 
Westchester Square section. 
Tickets are $25 with discounts 
offered for seniors, groups and 

Bronx residents and members 
of BAAD!, BCA and NALAC.  
For reservations, informa-
tion and to purchase tickets 
visit www.BAADBronx.org or 
call (718) 918-2110. BAAD! can 
be reached by the #6 train to 
Westchester Square.

This gay, Latino comedic 
play centers around a couple, 
Carlos and Gabriel, who have 
been together for 15 years.  
Their arguing and fi ghting has 
reached the queer heavens from 
which comes a ghetto thug/
diva spirit who guides them on 
a trip through their lives.  They 
travel to the fi rst time they met 
back in 1986 at a white party at 
the Palladium dancing to Lisa 
Lisa and Cult Jam to a cata-
strophic trip to City Center to 
see The Nutcracker, to a din-
ner party with Martha Stewart 
fanatics, and more.’The play 
also features a talented and 
sexy cast of Latino actors with 

Johnathan Cedano (returning 
to the play for his 11th consec-
utive year), and a new group of 
actors performing in it for the 
fi rst time: Justin Crowley, Jon-
athan Cruz, Arnold Godoy and 
Adriel Muñoz. Los Nutcrack-
ers spent three years in devel-
opment at BAAD!, then had its 

premiere production in 2004.
Charles Rice-Gonzalez has 

written several plays includ-
ing Pink Jesus, The Artist and 
I Just Love Andy Gibb set to be 
published in Blacktino Queer 
Performance: A Critical An-
thology in 2016. 

Helen Hayes Award nomi-

nee Luis Caballero, the ac-
claimed writer, actor and fi lm 
and theater director of Off-
Broadway hits La Lupe: My life 
and My Destiny and DC-7 The 
Roberto Clemente Story, in ad-
dition to dozens of other plays, 
directs this year’s production 
of Los Nutcrackers: 

Los Nutcrackers 2015.                                       Photo by Ricardo Mu B1iz

SECURITY DRUGS

“In my twenty years 
as a pharmacist, I’m 

happy to work for 

they take care of their 
customers.”

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist

FREE
DELIVERY

PH: 347-590-1030
We Now Accept WIC
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From mobility 
assistance to meal 
preparation, Senior 
Helpers is ready to 
help your loved one 
live independently.

Senior Helpers’ 
leading Senior 
Gems® program 
for Alzheimer’s and 
dementia can help 
your family.

Senior Helpers 
is locally owned 
and operated, and 
works with families 
right in your own 
neighborhood.

�������YOU TRUST���������TO HELP�����PEOPLE NEED

Visit us at SeniorHelpers.com/newyorkny, e-mail us at
infonyc@SeniorHelpers.com or call us at 646-214-2086.

Thank you GuildNet.

A chronic condition can take its toll on more 
than just patients. Lost hours at work, worry 
over doctor visits, helping with meals – the 
list is long, especially if they are visually 
impaired. 

With GuildNet’s Long Term Care Plans, your 
loved ones get the help they need to stay 
safe at home. 

Please call us – we speak your language. 

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220

Mom feels better, 
and our family  
does too. 

ELDERCARE TODAY

Many homeowners have found 
themselves scrambling to make 
their homes handicap acces-

sible after a sudden injury or illness. In 
addition, some homeowners have found 
themselves looking to make adjustments 
to their homes in anticipation of welcom-
ing elderly, less-mobile relatives into 
their homes.

Converting a home into a handicap-
accessible space can seem like a daunting 
task that requires adjustments to nearly 
every part of the house. While the extent 
of those adjustments depends on the in-
dividual who needs to be accommodated, 
some of the areas homeowners must ad-
dress when making their homes handi-
cap accessible are universal regardless 
of the individual’s condition.

Entryways
A home’s entryways often must be 

addressed when making the home more 
handicap accessible. Portable ramps can 
be an affordable option and are often an 
ideal for those who only need to make 
temporary adjustments, such as when a 
resident suffers an injury that requires 
he or she spend some time in a wheel-

chair. When the adjustments will just be 
temporary, a folding wheelchair might 
be necessary, as the doorways might not 
be able to fi t a standard wheelchair that 

Making a 
home handicap 

accessible

Making a home more handicap accessible 
can be a signifi cant undertaking, but many 
of the adjustments homeowners must make 
are small in scale and won’t take long to 
complete. Greg Vote
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Ritter Place house was home to jazz musicians
When Moses and Jane 

Green left Lancashire, Eng-
land for America in 1849, they 
would have no idea of the sto-
ried personages who would 
one day occupy the beauti-
ful Washington Avenue home 
they built circa 1854.  I did see 
one record that indicated that 
it was constructed in 1901 but I 
believe that is simply from an 
architect’s renovation fi ling.

 The address has since been 
altered to 818 Ritter Place but 
the gorgeous detail within re-
mains.  

The fi replace, hardwood 
fl oors, oak paneling and es-
pecially the detailed hand 
carved woodwork throughout 
the house tell a story of old-
world craftsmanship.  It has 
three large bedrooms, a spa-
cious attic and a decent sized 
backyard.  

There is an out-building 
back there but when the abut-
ting lot was sold, rather than 
tear the structure down, they 
simply cut it in half at the new 
property line. 

 It’s an odd sight to behold 
so if you’re in the area, take a 
look and you’ll be surprised at 
what you see.  

When Moses and Jane im-

migrated to America, they 
brought along their three-
year-old son, John Henry, who 
grew up in the lovely home 
and later occupied it with his 
wife, Henrietta.  They had one 
son, Morton M. Green, who 
was born in that house on May 
23, 1873.  He married Anna E. 
Hartung on September 6, 1896 
and the couple raised their 
three children there.  

Morton and his children at-
tended the local public schools 
and, as was the norm for work-
ing families, when Morton 
became a teenager he began 
working at a variety of jobs 
until 1897 when he opened his 
real estate business.  The fam-
ily became quite successful 
and eventually moved.

Among the later owners of 
this neoclassical home was Ed-
die Mallory, Ethel Waters’ hus-
band.  Mallory led the back-up 
band for Waters for a number 
of years and played both the 
trumpet and saxophone but 
ended his career as a booking 

agent.  Ethel Waters became a 
major Broadway and record-
ing star performing at the Cot-
ton Club among other venues 
and with such luminaries as 
Duke Ellington.  

Another popular enter-
tainer, Maxine Sullivan, 
bought the home from Eddie 
Mallory in 1945 and raised 
her one daughter there.  Max-
ine was a major blues and 
jazz singer for many years 
and was inducted into the Big 
Band and Jazz Hall of Fame 
in 1998.  

Her parts in some impor-
tant fi lms and Broadway per-
formances showcased her 
great talent.  She placed her 
career on hold for a while to 
raise her daughter becoming 
involved in the local PTA and 
other neighborhood organiza-
tions.  

She also owned a two-story 
home on Stebbins Avenue 
where she provided housing 
for jazz musicians and later 
turned it into “The House 

I took this photograph of Nick DiBrino on the steps of 818 Ritter Place on 
November 17.  The beautiful home is located between Prospect and Union 
avenues and was once the home of legendary jazz performer.

That Jazz Built,” a museum of 
sorts.  

Her daughter, Paula Mor-
ris, sold 818 Ritter Place to Ed 
Poteat, a real estate mogul, 
in 2004 for $150,000.  Poteat 
fi xed it up a bit and re-sold it 
the following year for twice 
that price.  One year later it 
went up for sale again and 

brought $350,000.  It is a beau-
tiful home and the white col-
umns and fl ared staircase at 
the entrance add to its exter-
nal appeal.  The next time that 
you’re in that neighborhood, 
drive down the block and take 
a closer look at this former 
home of some of America’s 
leading jazz artists.  

REPRINTED FROM 12/2/2010
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MAX
LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

800-469-6292    TTY 711 
7 days a week, 8:00 am to 8:00 pm

www.villagecaremax.org

Our Members Are 
Our #1 Priority

We are a 5-star rated 
Managed Long-Term Care Plan 

5-star overall rating based 
on the 2014 NYC Region 
MLTC Consumer Guide, 

published by the
 New York  State 

Department of Health

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
Remember when 

I wrote about Green 
Beret SFC Charles 
Martland  who body 
slammed an Afghan-
istan police com-
mander for raping an 11-year-old boy and beat-
ing up his mother for reporting this act? Well, the 
Army wanted him thrown out for offending the Af-
ghans, stating that said SFC interfered with their 
culture. I wrote the American Legion national 
commander, Dale Barnett to intervene and save 
Martland’s 14 year service. Barnett referred my let-
ter to Joseph Grassi director, National Security Di-
vision in Washington D. C. Grassi has informed me 
that Martland has been granted a 60-day reprieve. 
Army Secretary John McHugh agreed to this so 
Martland can prepare a defense.

The American Legion national security staff has 
been working with Congressman Vern Buchanan 
(R-FL) in an effort to support a bill which seeks the 
immediate reinstatement of SFC Martland, as he 
stood up for American values and should be com-
mended, not punished.

More specifi cally, Buchanan’s bill states: mem-
bers of the US Armed Forces should not be pun-
ished for standing up to child rapists; putting the 
interests of Afghan rapists ahead of American war 
heroes is a national disgrace.

The following offi cial American Legion posi-
tions are being made available to the members of 
Congress. Resolution #8: Prevention of Child Sex-
ual Exploitation and Resolution # 240: Prevent 
Child Maltreatment.

So, Stuff is being done.
The Post Kids Christmas Party is on for Satur-

day, December 12 at 2 p.m. This is for kids 10 years 
and under. Check in with Mary Dennehy and vol-
unteer for something.

The VA Christmas Party is the next day at noon. 
Chip Hiney, take note. The Transit Pipers will be 
in attendance with their bagpipes. Santa and Mrs. 
Claus will be there along with my many volun-
teers.

Keep the troops in your prayers, take a vet to 
lunch and God bless.

BY MARY JANE 
MUSANO

Come one, come 
all to the Waterbury 
LaSalle Community 
Association’s an-
nual Christmas Tree 
Lighting.  Meet us on 
Sunday, December 6 
at 4:45 p.m. in Schneider-Sampson Park on Holly-
wood and Baisley avenues for hot chocolate, cook-
ies and a visit from the North Pole.  Santa will ar-
rive in a very special way and I can assure you that 
you will not want to miss it.

Sometime after sundown, around 5:15, Santa 
will arrive to help us light the Christmas tree.  
Then he will sit in his big red velvet chair and lis-
ten to each child’s Christmas wishes.  If they were 
good all year Santa will have a gift waiting (for 
children 12 and under).  

The elves will be walking through the crowd 
with candy canes and other sweet treats.  Don’t for-
get your camera because there are sure to be photo 
opportunities.

Our tree lighting is not just for children.  It’s 
a time for neighbors to wish each other a Merry 
Christmas and enjoy an old fashioned Christmas 
event just like we used to do years ago.  

Please join us and bring your friends and neigh-
bors with you.
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Throggs Neck Restaurant

FOR SALE
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(Left) Mickey is a two-year old Westie mix who is both playful and sweet. He is patiently waiting for a 
family of his own.

(Right) Poppa is a one-year old Pit Bill mix who is both loving and sweet. He knows basic commands 
and wants to show them off to his future family.

This Saturday, December 5, from noon to 5 p.m., New Beginning Animal Rescue, along with Magni-
fi cat Cat Rescue, will host an in-house adoption event, where both dogs and cats will be available for 
adoption. The event will take place at New Beginning Animal Rescue, 2515 Newbold Avenue,

If you are intersted in adopting any of these pets, email newbeginninganimalrescue@gmail.com or 
call 347-691-3282. New Beginning Animal Rescue is located at 2515 Newbold Avenue.

UP FOR ADOPTION

Westchester Square Phys-
ical Therapy (WSPT) an-
nounces the launch of its newly 
designed website – www.wspt.
com. The new website features 
a sleek design, seamless navi-
gation and informative content 
on Physical Therapy, Aquatic 

Westchester Sq. Physical Therapy website launch
Therapy and Wellness.

The new site has been de-
signed to create the ultimate 
user-friendly experience with 
a clean interface and respon-
sive design, making it easy for 
users to quickly access infor-
mation on its practice, Aquatic 

Therapy and Wellness.
As per Daniel Seidler, exec-

utive director of WSPT “We are 
very excited about the launch of 
our new and improved website. 
We expect it to be an extremely 
valuable resource for current 
and future patients and mem-

bers.”
WSPT provides world-class 

Physical Therapy, Aquatic 
Therapy and Wellness services 
in the Bronx’s most convenient 
locations. They specialize in 
the treatment of musculosk-
eletal and neurological condi-

tions, using the latest manual 
therapy techniques and func-
tional exercises to help their 
patients return to normal daily 
activities, work functions and 
recreational fun. 

Visit WSPT at www.wspt.
com to see for yourself!

Action
Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
No one should be surprised 

at the latest acts of mob tyr-
anny and irrationality on 
America’s campuses, or the 
growing trend towards left-
wing fascism throughout the 
Progressive movement.

For several decades, the 
concepts of American con-
stitutional government have 
been mocked and degraded at 
U.S. universities. Widely used 
texts such as Howard Zinn’s ‘A 
People’s History of America’ 
have berated the entire Amer-
ican experience. Generations 
of college students have been 
falsely taught that their nation 
is evil. The Judeo-Christian 
ethic, which introduced civili-
zation to the belief that each in-
dividual has value, is virtually 
banned from public schools.

Moderate and conserva-
tive-minded professors are not 
hired. Non-left wing students 
are harassed. University ad-
ministrators prevent the ex-
pression of free speech by lim-
iting contrary views to tiny 
so-called ‘free speech zones,’ 
then limit even that outlet by 
alleging that even there, non-
leftists views are punishable 
because they are ‘threatening’ 

to progressive/fascist minded 
students. Not willing to toler-
ate objections to their social-
ist teachings, college progres-
sive/fascists have invented 
the concept of ‘micro’ aggres-
sions to deter discussion about 
their totalitarian views.

Constitutional guarantees 
of free speech and free elec-
tions are, indeed, an impedi-
ment to the implementation 
of a ‘progressive’ left wing 
agenda that rejects individual 
rights in favor of socialist poli-
cies that are disliked by a more 
traditionally-minded public 
that resents having the will of 
self-proclaimed academic “in-
tellectuals” imposed upon it.

Campus Reform reports 
that “The University of Mis-
souri Police Department sent 
an email to students Tuesday 
morning asking them to re-
port ‘hateful and/or hurtful 
speech’ so that they may pur-
sue disciplinary action. The 
email…instructs recipients 
to ‘call the police immedi-
ately’…if they witness such in-
cidents, and to collect as much 
information as possible in or-
der to help police identify the 
perpetrator(s).” So much for 
free speech!

The Federalist describes 
the literal shredding of the 
Constitution at Vassar: “A uni-
versity administrator literally 
shredded a copy of the Consti-
tution after an undercover ac-
tivist posing as a student said 
that it was ‘triggering.’ ‘I real-
ized the Constitution is kind 
of a trigger for me,’ the activ-
ist posting as a student told 
Vassar’s deputy equal oppor-
tunity czar. ‘Overall I just see 
it as a really oppressive docu-
ment… Honestly can we just 
like destroy, is there like a 
shredder or something? Like I 
think it might be really thera-
peutic.’ [The Administrator] 
responded to the request by 
eagerly seeking out a shred-
der and feeding the Constitu-
tion through the metal tines 
herself while the traumatized 
co-ed stood by watching.”

The progressive/fascist 
movement that now dominates 
college campuses is radically 

different from the liberal ac-
tivism of the past, symbolized 
by the ‘free speech’ movement 
of the 1960s at Berkley.

Some traditional journal-
istic liberal bastions are, be-
latedly and far too timidly, 
beginning to notice. New 
York Magazine, for instance, 
writes that “At the protest on 
Missouri’s campus… protest-
ers surrounded and harassed 
Tim Tai, a photographer with 
the student newspaper, chant-
ing, ‘Hey, hey, ho, ho, journal-
ists have got to go.’ … Melissa 
Click, a professor of mass me-
dia working with the protest 
movement, calls out, ‘Help 
me get this reporter out of 
here. I need some muscle over 
here.’ It is possible — and, for 
many sympathizers on the 
left, convenient — to dismiss 
these sorts of incidents … Po-
litical correctness is a system 
of thought that denies the le-
gitimacy of political plural-
ism on issues of race and gen-
der… the academy is one of the 
few bastions of American life 
where the p.c. left can mus-
ter the strength to impose its 
political hegemony upon oth-
ers. The phenomenon also ex-
ists in other nonacademic left-
wing communities, many of 
them virtual ones centered on 
social media, and its defend-
ers include professional left-
wing intellectuals.”

The resentment of a free 
press was observable at ‘Oc-
cupy’ demonstrations, when 
reporters were harassed and 
threatened by participants. It 
is evident in the demands by 
leftists that those who disagree 
with their theories on global 
warming be imprisoned.

The progressive/fascist 
movement is, dangerously, not 
restricted to college campuses. 
It is frightening to consider its 
assaults on the Bill of Rights.  
Last year, Senator Schumer 
introduced legislation that 
would restrict use of the First 
Amendment in regards to paid 
political speech.

There are constant calls to 
eliminate the Second Amend-
ment. The Ninth and Tenth 
amendments, which guaran-
tee that the enumeration of cer-
tain rights in the Constitution 
doesn’t limit other freedoms, 

and that specifi cally says that 
rights not specifi cally granted 
to the federal government are 
reserved to the people and the 
states, are totally ignored by 
progressive/fascists who see 
an ever larger and more pow-
erful federal government as 
the answer to every problem 
the nation faces.

After ignoring the First, 
Second, Ninth and Tenth 
amendments, not much is left 
of the Bill of Rights.

Throughout President 
Obama’s tenure in offi ce, Ad-
ministration supporters and 
the liberal media have gone 
to great pains to ignore or ex-
cuse away stunning acts of ar-
rogance which, if done by mod-
erates or conservatives would 
have resulted in anguished 
complaints of ‘imperial presi-
dency’ and ‘tyranny.’  Obama’s 
shocking comments that he 
“would not wait for Congress,” 
that he has “A pen and a phone” 
which he will use in lieu of 
Congressional action, were not 
just rhetoric. They defi ned his, 
and the left’s, growing disdain 
for individual freedom and the 
democratic process.

The President, with the ap-
proval of the progressive/fas-
cists, has used executive or-
ders in an unlawful manner.  
He has labelled international 
treaties as ‘agreements’ in or-
der to avoid the rightful role of 
the Senate in approving them. 
He has misappropriated fed-
eral agencies, especially the 
IRS, to attack and silence po-
litical opponents. His Justice 
Department has been warped 
into a political hatchet. He has 
used the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency to usurp prop-
erty rights. He has demoted 
military advisors who provide 
him with honest and respectful 
advice that he simply refuses 
to listen to, in much the same 
manner that he is absent from 
national security briefi ngs.

Keep in mind that the full 
name of Hitler’s Nazi organi-
zation was the ‘National So-
cialist’ party.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio 
broadcasts at amfm247.com, 
and visit our website at comac-
tainc.com
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Did You Know?
That property owners and 
their insurance companies 
are responsible if you are 
injured by a dangerous
condition.
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Name
4C 6 x 5.69
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tect property and life safety and en-
suring that resilient development co-
incides with the community’s unique 
character.

According to DCP, this report is 
consistent with the citywide OneNYC 
commitment to creating a more resil-
ient city.

The Edgewater Park Cooperative 
previously mandated the maximum 
height of any house could be no higher 
than 25 feet above the Bronx Datum or 
27 feet above grade which did not al-
low for the elevation of structures to 
FEMA-compliant levels.

Ronald Rauch, Edgewater Park Co-
operative second vice president and 
licensed engineer, said presentations 
and workshops with FEMA, DCP and 
the Mayor’s Offi ce of Resilience and 
Recovery about fl ood risk and resilient 
design standards saw the co-op vote to 
amend its bylaws allowing for build-
ing height to be measured from the de-
sign fl ood elevation while maintaining 
its 25 foot height limit and enabling 
homes to elevate to the new standards.

“DCP is very knowledgeable and 
they were opened to listening to our 
community’s unique issues and will-
ing to come up with solutions to best 
address them,” said Rauch. “DCP 
spent a considerable amount of time 
reviewing our co-op bylaws and took 
them into serious consideration when 
working on these amendments. They 
weren’t trying to force a square peg 
into a round hole.”

Edgewater Park Cooperative prepares for future fl oods
From page 1

DCP collaborated with residents in 
the amendment of their co-op bylaws 
to allow for the elevation of homes and 
required streetscape mitigation strat-
egies which preserve the neighbor-
hood’s character.

Rauch said fl ood resilient construc-
tion is currently underway on a few 
Edgewater Park homes and said Edge-
water Cooperative will continue work-
ing with DCP.  

DCP explained approximately 111 
Edgewater Park homes are situated in 
the fl ood zone.

The land Edgewater Park sits on 
was initially built as an estate where 
lots were rented as summer camp-
grounds, however in the 1920s these 
lots became home to summer bunga-
lows which were transformed into 
year round residences. 

Established in 1988, the Edgewa-
ter Park Cooperative spans 55 acres 
including 675 single-family homes on 
uniform lots typically measuring 30 
by 50 feet.

The community is built out to the 
water’s edge with a small concrete 
promenade separating the fi rst row of 
homes from the Long Island Sound.

(Right) This map depicts the study area and 
the extent of the fl oodplain within Edgewa-
ter Park. 
 Photo courtesy of New York City Department of 
City Planning

half a decade to receive funding for, 
will begin in 2016 and is expected to 
be completed in 2018, and stands as the 
perfect example of individuals coming 
together to make a powerful and im-
pactful change in their community.

“After a number of years petition-
ing, protesting and lobbying, we have 
fi nally achieved this victory for the 

community,” said Julio Munoz, presi-
dent of the South Bronx Community 
Congress, who has been a part of six 
protests and has testifi ed at MTA hear-
ings to get this project in the works. 

“We want to thank all of our mem-
bers, organizations and individuals 
who assisted in the campaign. This 
is a victory for all south Bronx resi-
dents,” he concluded.

SBCC president Julio Munoz speaks at the press conference, stating that, “this is a victory 
for all south Bronx residents.” 
 Photo courtesy of the South Bronx Community Congress

Thumbs up for Bronx elevators
from Page 1

The Bronx Times On-Line
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
The sting isn’t one Fordham 

Prep plans on forgetting. 
A Xavier safety and failed 

two-point conversion was enough 
to hand the Rams their fourth 
straight Turkey Bowl loss, 15-13, 
on Thanksgiving Day at Avia-
tor Sports Complex. It is the fi rst 
time Xavier has won four in a 
row in the 92-year history of the 
game since 1983-86 and it is Ford-
ham’s second consecutive defeat 
to end the season. 

Fordham Prep coach Pete 
Gorynski told his players to re-
member the feeling, remember 
hearing the Xavier fi ght song 
and remember their ride home. 

“It’s a tough way to end the 
season, a tough way for the se-
niors to go out,” he said in the 
post game huddle “I really hope 
this resonates with the under-
classmen so we can have a strong 
offseason so next year then we 
are back on Rose Hill we can 
break this streak once and for 
all.”  

His club missed a chance to 
force overtime on its fi nal drive, 
down 15-7 after allowing Xavi-
er’s Michael Chiarovano to score 
from 7-yards out with 3:03 left in 
the game. 

Rams sophomore quarter-
back Matt Valecce, who strug-
gled to get in sync all game, led a 
12-play, 74-yard scoring drive. It 
ended with a 10-yard touchdown 
pass on fourth and goal to Jack 
Casella that made it 15-13 with 29 
seconds remaining. The 2-point 
conversion pass was just behind 
Casella and Xavier, the CHSFL 
Class AA champion was able to 
run out the clock

“It was a choppy sort of game, 
but we found our rhythm in the 
right spot, but we just couldn’t 
do it at the end,” said Valecce, 
who was 12 of 28 passing for 180 
yards.

Fordham (7¬4) had a chance 
to win because Casella, Matt Con-
lon, Charles White and the rest 
of the defensive line did excellent 
job controlling the Knights’ run-
ning game, especially before he 
break. Chiarovano, who had just 

42 yards at the half, carried the 
ball 41 times for 157 yards and 
two touchdowns.  He ran for 224 a 
week ago against Christ the King 
in the ‘AA’ fi nal.

Fordham led most of the game 
until Xavier (11¬1) recorded a 
safety thanks to a holding call 
in the end zone to go up 8-7 with 
9:19 to play in the game. Goryn-

ski said he didn’t see the play and 
wouldn’t criticize the offi cials for 
it, but did note that Xavier was 
penalty free in a game that saw 
few fl ags thrown overall. 

“I’m not going to be criti-
cal, but Xavier played a perfect 
game,” the coach said. “Not one 
single fl ag on the Xavier kids. 
Not one.”

He was proud of the effort 
his team gave and way Valecce, 
who has thrown 25 touchdowns 
to two interceptions, kept plays 
alive with his legs. Fordham’s 
Nick Kumar picked off Giuseppe 
Orlando in the fi rst quarter an 
the Anthony Gjelaj ripped the 
ball away from a leaping Michael 

“We went back in the gym and we just waited 
until now.”

ISAIAH WASHINGTON   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

Ian Begley (ESPNNY) 
wrote about the Knick 
rookie: “I made shots,” he 
said. “I could have played 
better, obviously.”

And he also was right 
about his self-assessment on 
Monday. The Heat gave Por-
zingis a reality check early 
in the game, forcing him to 
miss six of his first eight 
shots. He failed to connect 
from spaces on the court 
where he had enjoyed suc-
cess earlier this week: both 
elbows, the right wing and 
right in front of the rim.

The rookie found some 
rhythm in the second half, 
hitting five of 10 shots. But 
most of his points came with 
the Knicks trailing by dou-
ble digits in the fourth quar-
ter.

“Today wasn’t a good day 
for me or the team,” he said 
afterward.

The Knicks loss wasn’t 
all on Porzingis though. It 
didn’t help that the Knicks 
bench was outscored 30-10 or 
that New York attempted 15 
fewer free throws than Mi-
ami. It also didn’t help that 
Carmelo Anthony missed 10 
of his 16 shots.

Despite the loss, the big 
picture for Porzingis re-
mains overwhelmingly posi-
tive.

Monday’s game was the 
rookie’s seventh double-
double in 15 games. He has 

POR-
ZIN-GAS

Continued on Page 84

FORDHAM PREP DROPS
FOURTH TURKEY BOWL

Continued on Page 84

Fordham’s Anthony Gjelaj (l.) wins the battle with Xavier’s Michael D’Onofrio for an interception. 
 Photo by Arthur De Gaeta
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
St. Raymond’s late sea-

son surge last year ended 
quietly with quarterfinal 
exit in the CHSAA Class AA 
intersectional playoffs. The 
returning players never let 
that feeling leave them dur-
ing a summer of prepara-
tion, maturation and plenty 
of hype around its star duo 
of Sidney Wilson and Isaiah 
Washington.

It’s left the Ravens de-
termined to make plenty of 
noise this season.

“We went back in the 
gym and we just waited un-
til now,” said Washington, a 
junior point guard.

This is suppose to the 
year St. Raymond makes 
a run at dethroning three-
time defending city cham-
pion Christ the King. Wash-
ington said it would be a 
disappointment if the Ra-

vens don’t make it to the ti-
tle game. Both he and Wil-
son have taken on a much 
biggest leadership role and 
taken more ownership of 
this year’s team. 

“So much has been said 
and written about Sid and 
Isaiah,” Ravens coach 
Jorge Lopez said. “I think 
for them they want to leave 
their mark on New York 
City and St. Raymond. They 
come into this year with a 
mission, with a purpose.”

Wilson, a 6-foot-7 junior 
wing averaged 14.7 points 
per contest last season 
while helping the Ravens 
reach the Archdiocesan ti-
tle game. He is one of the 
city’s best shot blockers and 
holds scholarship offers 
from South Florida, Provi-
dence, Minnesota, Ford-
ham, VCU, Indiana, Cincin-
nati and Rutgers. 

Washington’s confidence 
and understanding of his 
role grew with every game 
last season, averaged 17 
points over the Ravens’ fi-
nal seven games. The 6-foot 
junior has offers from Rut-

gers, Iona, St. John’s,  Indi-
ana, Minnesota and Provi-
dence among others.

“It will probably be one 
of the best duos you will 
probably see in the long 
time,” Lopez said…“These 
two guys I think are in a 
special group and they are 
going to do special things 
in the upcoming year.”

They will have plenty of 
help. 

St. Raymond saw for-
ward Caheim Brown trans-
fer to Lincoln, but still has 
a talented supporting cast 
and more size then in re-
cent years. Sophomore 
Omar Silverio will start at 

shooting guard and sopho-
mores Dallas Watson and 
T.J. Trice will be key con-
tributors in the backcourt.

It is up front where 
the Ravens feel they have 
greatly improved. Seniors 

forward’s  Lydell Gefrard, 
who is 6-foot-6 and 6-foot-4 
classmate Brian Adams 
will make a big impact on 
the glass. Their presence 
will lesson the load on Wil-
son.

“I was playing mostly the 
four and five last year,” Wil-
son said. “We didn’t have 
that much of a big presence 
in the paint…We have more 
size down there. That will 
help rebounding.” 

The group built its chem-
istry playing in leagues and 
team camps over the sum-
mer and are eager to show 
the rest of New York City 
what its got.

“We have been talking 
about the season since last 
year when we lost,” Wilson 
said. “We have been trying 
to get ready as much as we 
can.”

Deep Ravens prepared to fl y high

St. Raymond guard Isaiah Washing-
ton has taken a greater leadership 
role this season. 
 Photo by Gina Palermo

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
A city championship was the fi-

nal reward for Anyela Aquino.
The Taft senior outside hitter, 

who came to the United States from 
the Dominican Republic three and 
half years ago, missed all of last 
season because she was academi-
cally in eligible to play after a poor 
year in the classroom as a sopho-
more. The language barrier made 
learning tough and without her Taft 
missed the post season.

“I was really mad at myself,” 
Aquino said. “I knew I could do bet-
ter, but the fact that I really didn’t 
know English, I was really frus-
trated. I didn’t pay attention. I was 
going to school like whatever. I’ll go 
became my mom made me.”

Motivated to play in college in 
the future and return to her team-
mates, including her younger sister 
Angelica, she pushed herself to do 
better. Aquino said she took double 
class and attended after school ses-
sions and Saturday school to catch 
up. Anyela has played volleyball 
since she was seven in the Domin-
ican Republic and did whatever it 
took to ensured the sport could give 
her a brighter future. 

“She had a complete turnaround,” 
Taft coach James Longsworth said. 
“I’m so proud of her. Her attitude 
was so different in the tenth grade.”

With her back in the lineup, Taft 
earned the No. 2 seed in the Public 
School Athletic League despite a 
small roster. The Golden Eagles beat 
defending champion and top-seeded 

Leon Goldstein in the regular sea-
son in three sets and topped them 
again, 25-19, 25-17, for the Class B ti-
tle on Nov. 24 at Long Island Univer-
sity’s Wellness Center. 

It is the program’s first crown 
since 1991. That team also had a pair 
of sisters on it, according to Longs-
worth. Anyela Aquino, who will 
play at a junior college next season, 
had nine kills, 11 assists, 10 service 
points and nine digs. She can’t wait 
to share the accomplishment with 
the rest of the school.

“My school has gone 25 years 

without a championship,” she said. 
“I feel really proud I can go there to-
morrow with this medal.”

She didn’t do it alone and with out 
some difficultly. Her sister, a soph-
omore, had 11 kills, eight digs and 
nine assists. The two, who learned 
the game in their home country, 
play their club ball with the NYC 
Juniors. They dominating things of-
fensively on a Taft club that has just 
three seniors.

They rallied the Golden Eagles 
from a 10-7 deficit with a 13-3 run in 
the first set, including nine straight 

points. Taft went up 23-13 and never 
looked back. 

“At first we were nervous,” An-
gelica Aquino said.

The Golden Eagles scored the 
first three points of the second set 
and scored seven straight times to 
go up 15-8. Goldstein never got closer 
than eight down the stretch.  

“I knew we had to beat them the 
first set because I knew the two 
sisters were going to get relaxed,” 
Goldstein coach Adrian Buchhalter 
said.

Longsworth knows how much he 
relies on the sisters for points, but 
credited the rest of his club for why 
a third set wasn’t needed this time 
around. They limited their service 
mistakes and were solid defensively. 
Kimberly Rivera had seven digs 
and Karen Reyes and Nicole Ramos 
added four a piece.

“The sister are the offense, but 
the other girls playing defense, espe-
cially towards the end of the year is 
what probably put us over the top,” 
said Longsworth, who gave plenty of 
credit to assistant coach Jose Gon-
zalez.

The collective effort produced the 
first city since 1991. It was moment 
two years ago Anyela Aquino wasn’t 
sure she would have a chance to en-
joy with her sister. The hard work 
paid off. 

“I feel so, so proud,” she said. 
She is my sister. I love her more 
than anything in this world. I never 
thought I was going to get here with 
her.”

Taft’s Aquino completes personal turnaround with crown

Taft celebrates winning its fi rst PSAL Class B girls’ volleyball title since 1991. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman
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D’Onofrio in the end zone to end the half.
“I thought our kids played very well,” 

Gorynski said.
Fordham Prep led 7-0 going into the 

break. Valecce scrambled and connected 
on a 51-yard pass down the right sideline 
to Rory Allen to the Xavier 28-yard line. 
Two plays later the Rams were in the end 
zone when Valecce found Will Loffredo for 
a 6-yard touchdown.

Xavier got on the board on the opening 
drive of the second half as it went 80 yards 
in 15 plays. Chiarovano capped it with a 
2-yard touchdown run, but Matthew Ly-
don’s extra point attempt was no good. 
The Rams still led 7-6. Lydon redeemed 
himself by collecting an interception and 
pining Fordham at its 2-yard line with a 

punt before the safety. 
It was plays like that will leave Ford-

ham Prep hungry to get back and write a 
different ending to its season next year.

“We internalize it, we use it as motiva-
tion,” Valecce said. “Motivation to get in 
the weight room, work hard and come out 
here and beat these guys at Rose Hill.”

Cardinal Hayes 46, Mount St. Michael 
14: Christian Anderson threw three 
touchdown passes, including a 90-yard 
strike to Shameen Jones to open the scor-
ing for the Cardinals (9-3). Justin Cov-
ington scored twice on the ground, in-
cluding a 70-yard scoring scamper. Brion 
Vigo scored on the ground and caught a 
touchdown and Carlos Fernandez added 
a rushing score. It is Hayes third straight 
Turkey Bowl win over Mount (1-10).

recorded single-game highs for 
rookies this season in points (29) 
and blocks (seven) and is tied for 
the rookie single-game high in re-
bounds (15).

So all of the attention being 
heaped on the No. 4 pick is war-
ranted.

But it will be interesting to see 
how Porzingis reacts when teams 
key on him defensively.

Hours before tipoff on Monday, 
Chris Bosh told reporters the Heat 
would focus their attention on the 
rookie.

“Most from what I see on the film 
is guys not paying attention to him,” 
Bosh said. “He can play basketball.

“Just challenge him. He’ll hit 
tough shots, but we can’t allow him 
to get easy buckets.”

The Heat found a way to slow 
Porzingis down by using a combina-
tion of Bosh and Luol Deng guard-
ing him.

Now that he has found some suc-
cess in the NBA, Porzingis can ex-
pect other opposing defenses to con-
coct a game plan against him.

How will he respond?
Champions League By The Num-

bers
The Sports Curmudgeon rea-

soned, “According to reports, each 
team in the news league will have 
two former NBA All-Stars on its 
roster in addition to a Hall of Fame 
member in the team’s Front Office. 
For the 16 teams the league says it 
will employ a total of 250 folks and 
that the players will make about 
$200K each for the year. The season 
will consist of 30 games to be played 
in July and August when the NBA 
is dark. So, let me do a bit of math 
here…

Each of the 16 teams should have 
12 – 15 players on the roster. Let me 
assume the number is 14 per team 
meaning there will be 224 players in 
the league.

If each player makes $200K, the 
player salary cost will be just under 
$45M.

Each team will have to pay the 
Front Office folks something and 
will have to pay things like travel 
costs and rents for their game ven-
ues. Just for giggles, let me lowball 
that number at something like $500K 
per team or $15M for the league.

Ignoring all other costs, the 
league needs to generate something 
in the vicinity of $60M during their 
2-month season to break even.

One other featured item in the 
league’s announcement of itself is 
that they will offer “family-friendly 
and affordable entertainment dur-
ing the NBA’s downtime.” Focus on 
the word “affordable” there as we do 
some more math:

If there are 16 teams playing a 
30 game schedule, that means there 
will be 240 games. Absent a TV deal, 
those 240 games would have to gen-

erate $250K per game to get to the 
$60M level.

Most of the teams in the D-
League play to average crowds of 
2500 fans. A few teams average 4500; 
some teams average less than 1000 
fans per game.

For the Champions League av-
eraging 2500 fans per game would 
mean that each fan would need to 
cough up $100 per game in total rev-
enue for the team.

I admit these are ballpark num-
bers and average attendance for this 
product may exceed the average at-
tendance in the D-League. None-
theless, this does not make sense to 
me at all. I can see fans turning out 
for “Old-timers Games” – but not a 
dozen times in a two month span. 
Moreover, if each team is going to 
play 30 games in July and August 
as announced, that means they will 
play every other day; there are 62 
days in July and August combined. 
That does not sound like schedul-
ing that recognizes that many of the 
roster players – and particularly the 
ones that fans might know and rec-
ognize and want to see on the court 
– are in their late 30s/early 40s”

Perry Patter

Dwight Perry (Seattle Times) 
wrote, “At  Fark.com: “Ironically, 
the last name of Joe Flacco contains 
the letters ACL.”;

Three men forced their way into 
a Toys R Us in Hamilton, Ontario, 
and stole $20,000 worth of Legos.

In other words, more bricks than 
a DeAndre Jordan free-throw exhi-
bition.

Wisconsin fans hurled snowballs 
at their own cheerleaders at last Sat-
urday’s football game.

Coincidence? Irate school offi-
cials immediately announced they 
will no longer accept student appli-
cations postmarked Philadelphia.

Eagles fan kicked a field goal 
from the 20-yard line to win $20,000 
at halftime of Sunday’s 45-17 loss to 
the Buccaneers.

Onlookers were shocked — not 
that he made it, but at hearing the 
words “Eagles” and “I’m going to 
Disney World” in the same sen-
tence.

Bills coach Rex Ryan, to Buffalo’s 
WGR Radio, on QB Tyrod Taylor’s 
shoulder injury: “I don’t know the 
particulars of what they call things 
or whatever. If we had the technical 
terms on it, you guys wouldn’t know 
it either.”;

Colts coach Chuck Pagano, in his 
postgame speech, after 40-year-old 
QB Matt Hasselbeck and 42-year-
old kicker Adam Vinatieri spear-
headed another win: “Bingo night 
on Thursday!”

Australian Carlton Williams, 50, 
broke his own world record by doing 
2,200 pushups in an hour.

The resulting notoriety is nice, 
he admitted, but it has its ups and 
downs.”

from Page 81

from Page 81

Pipe Dreams:  Perry Patter Fordham Prep drops fourth 
straight Turkey Bowl

WINSTON DINKINS
Velocity Track Club New York’s 

blessing continues at the 2015 Foot-
locker Regional XC (Cross Country) 
Championship and National Quali-
fi er.  The event took place at Historic 
Van Cortland Park in the Bronx New 
York.  The Northeast Region consist of 
Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Mary-
land, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, Vermont, Washington, 
D.C. and U.S. citizens in Overseas Mili-
tary Installations. Qualifi ers will have 
an opportunity to compete in the Foot-
locker National Championship on De-
cember 12th at Balboa Park in San Di-
ego, CA.  Medals were awarded to the 
top 30 athletes in their event / gender.  
Plagues were awarded to 1st and 2nd 
place teams.  Lovely shirts were given 
to every participant.  The meet was 
well organized and the competition 
was fi erce.  

Velocity Track Club represented 
New York well!  Most of our athletes 
broke their personal record (PR), Dar-
ius Gordon started it off in his 1st high 
school race.  All season, he was trying 
to run under 19 minutes in the 5k (3.1 
miles) at Van Cortland Park.  He ran 
the 5k in 18:49, great accomplishment.  
Then Tre’von James, who never ran a 
5K race, ran it well enough to earn him 
a 23rd place and a medal in the 13 & 14 
boys division.  Danielle Jackson ran 
a strong 3k (1.8 miles) race and fi nish 
19th to earn her a medal in the 11 & 12 
years old girls division.  In the 10 & un-
der girls division, all four of our girls 
medal, if we had one more girl, we may 
have won a plague in the girls 10 & un-
der championship (must have 5 partici-
pates to enter).  The following girls were 
Adonijah Washington 23rd place, Ally-
son Wright 20th place, Tiarra Jackson 
19th place and Hope Perez 17th place.  
Our 10 & under boys were outstand-
ing!  Not only did all 6 medaled, most 

PR and they won the Boys 10 years & 
under Team Championship.  Plus, we 
had the Gold and Bronze medalist. The 
announcer at the meet stated that this 
may have been the best race of the day!  
The Gold Medalist and Regional Cham-
pion is Dontae Lindo.  The Bronze Med-
alist was Jordan Ingram.  The biggest 
surprise was 7 years old Pierce Parker, 
who took 12th in his 1st 3k race.  His 
age division normally runs a 2k (1.2 
miles) race.  In 15th place was Julian 
Caldwell, in 22nd place was Dillion 
Hampton and 23rd place was Ejirie Ig-
buya.  This were also Dillion & Ejirie 
1st time running a 3k race, they are 
also 8 years & under and would nor-
mally run the 2k race.  Great job, team 
mates, parents and coaches are proud 
of your. 

Our next meet will be the AAU 
(American Amateur Union) Cross 
Country National Championship on 
Saturday, December 5th.  We will fl y 
into Atlanta GA. on Friday and then 
drive to Danville, AL.  Please pray that 
we have a safe trip.  

Velocity Track Club New York is a 
501C3 Non for profi t.  100% of your do-
nation will go to help our children.  For 
additional information, you can go to 
our web site Velocitytrack.org or con-
tact me, Coach Winston Dinkins at 
914-441-6196 or email me at watclt@aol.
com.  

Velocity Track Club sporting their medals 
and team championship plague.  

Velocity Track Club New York highlights
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BY: CHRISTINA PISCOPO
AFC’s traditional “Turkey Clas-

sic” was a huge success this year. 
Usually this day is dedicated to the 
memory of one of AFC Rapid’s Fin-
est, Jim Lynam who passed away 
a few years back. James was ex-
tremely dedicated to the league 
and was a great asset. This year, 
we wanted to honor another great 
man that we unfortunately lost, 
Charlie Capezuti. An estimated 
120 people showed up for this tour-
nament, ranging from 10 years old 
+, alumni players, current players, 
coaches, parents, and siblings. It 
was a great way to start off a day 
“of thanks” as we wanted to ex-
press our sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to both Jim and Char-
lie.

Here are some dates that you 
need to know:

-Saturday December 5th 10:00 
am will be the Intermediate Divi-
sion All Star Game.

-Sunday December 6th 10:00am 
will be the Boys Majors All Star 
Game.

Sunday December 6th  11:30am 
will be the trophy presentation  for 
the Girls Majors.  The teams that 
fi nished 1st , Capital Shield Agency, 
and 2nd , Bronx City Recycling, 
wear their jerseys. At 12:00pm  the 
All-Star game for the Girls Ma-
jors will start. Congrats to all of 
the coaches and players in the GM 
division on a well-played season.  
Trophies for fi rst and second will 
be given along with a  ‘Coaches 
Choice Award’ for each team. All 
players are expected to show up.

As our 2015 “outdoor season” 
comes to an end, with the excep-
tion of the above mentioned games. 
AFC would like to congratulate all 
the “division winners” and “run-
ner ups” on an outstanding season. 
This was one of our most competi-
tive seasons to date! We would also 
like to thank ALL of the players, 
coaches and parents for another 
successful year and we truly hope 
you all enjoyed your soccer season. 
For those “fi rst timers” we hope 
you had a great experience and 
come back next year!

Last but not least, thank you to the 
offi cers who run the league. Without 
their time volunteering and their in-
put, AFC would not be the continued 
success it has been for over 30 years. 
You may not see or know what goes 
on behind the scenes of the league, 
but we are all dedicated and work as 
hard as we can to make the league 
fun for everyone.

Please be on the lookout for In-
door Tournament dates. Right now 
all we know is that it will be held 
at St. Raymond’s High School for 
Boys. We will let you know dates as 
soon as we do.

BANTAM DIVISION:

WINNER
Global Terminal

Coach Mark Kiely &
Rich Guarnieri
RUNNER UP

Crosstown Diner
Coach Ruben Jurado

MINOR DIVISION:

WINNER
 Island Current Fleet-

Coach Anthony Pemberton
RUNNER UP

St. Benedicts Knighs of Columbus

INTERMEDIATE DIVISION:

WINNER
Advanced Solutions

Coach Demetrios Argyros
RUNNER UP

McNulty Funeral Home
Coach Ruben Jurado

BOYS MAJORS DIVISION:

WINNER
Prime Realty

Coach Jerry Soto
RUNNER UP

Bronxville Auto
Coach Izzy

BANTAM
CHAMPIONSHIP GAME

Global Terminal capped off a tre-
mendous year with a 3-2 win over 
undefeated Cross Town Diner to cap-
ture the Bantam championship. The 
first half remained scoreless and 
in the second half Globals offense 
came on strong. It was about as close 
a game as you could get. Congratu-
lations to all players: Ryan Kiely, 
Sophia Arcuilo, James Addario, Is-
abella Rodriguez, Rich Guarnieri, 
Maria Ascevedo, Mario Noka, Rocco 
Luongo, Charlie Walsh and last but 
certainly not least Marco Penna 
who scored over 50 goals on the sea-
son. Coaches Mark Kiely and Rich 
Guarnieri could not be more proud 
of their team this year. Also, a big 
congratulations goes out to cross 
town diner who played a tremendous 
game.

Crosstown Diner met up with 
Global Container for the 2015 Ban-
tams Championship. From begin-
ning to end it was a very even played 
game with both defenses withstand-
ing some offensive attacks by their re-
spective forwards. Crosstown Diner 
allowed two quick goals to Global 
Container in the second half and ul-
timately went down in defeat by the 
score of 3-2. Captain Amber Kurtovic 
brought the score to its closest point 
by scoring 2 goals which included a 
penalty kick. Crosstown Diner came 
really close to completing an unde-
feated season and meeting a goal 

that no one felt could be attained. 
Coach Ruben is very proud of every 
single player that participated this 
year and the squad was led by Cap-
tains Amber Kurtovic and William 
Muirragui respectively. Offensively 
Sal and Sophia Duran, Isabella 
Cepeda, Jacob Smith, Brian Jurado, 
Max Raumbach, and Pierce Brogan 
stepped up to lead Crosstown with 
the offensive alignments in 2015. De-
fensively, Izzie Smith, Berlin Rauch-
man, Natalie Alonzo, Sophia Miles, 
led the charge in 2015. Very Happy 
for each players progression in 2015 
and it’s accomplishment of Second 
place in the 2015 Bantams Division. 
Coach will be looking to meet up in 
2016 and bring the magic to the field 
in the beautiful game of Soccer!!

BANTAM SEMI-FINALS

The Saint Frances de Chantal 
Knights of Columbus lost a tough 
playoff game against the Global 
Container team Saturday morning, 
coached by Noreen Crowe and as-
sisted by Nancy Cullen. Brandon 
Crowe played most of the game as 
goalkeeper and made several amaz-
ing saves that held the Global Con-
tainer’s score at bay. Despite tough 
defense by Victoria Malone, Ysobela 
Berroa, Alex Chirio and Salif Kone, 
the other team was able to score a 
few goals in the first half. Forward 
Vincent Pascente knocked a ball in 
for St. Frances after a powerful as-
sist by Erin Crowe. Halfback Gabby 
Gierum and forwards Thomas Cul-
len and Kylee Garcia kept constant 
pressure on the other team’s defense 
throughout the game. Erin Crowe 
scored in the second half and Sarah 
Grossman and Nicholas Bonasia 
played well throughout the game. 
Undeterred by the score of the game, 
the Knights played hard and fought 
tenaciously until the very end. The 
team had an excellent season and 
each kid has grown exponentially as 
soccer players and teammates.

BANTAMS

Saturday, Crosstown Diner 
played in the 2015 Bantam playoffs 
against Geronimos. Captain Amber 
Kurtovic led the scoring by tallying 
four behind the net. Sweeper Sophia 
Duran finished off the offensive at-
tack by scoring a goal of her own re-
sulting in the 5-1 win. The victory 
allowed Crosstown Diner to advance 
to the 2015 Championship game on 
Sunday the 29th.

November 22nd Spot On played 
their last game against Sensory 
Works OT PC and despite a valiant 
effort they lost, 4 – 3. Goals were 
scored by Daniella Mosca, William 
Gonzalez and Victoria Digirolamo. 
Other offense stand outs were Kiera 
Harrington, Sofia Caprigliore, Max 

Smith, Andrew and Chris Jones. 
On Defense Frankie Mosca and Ella 
Smith kept a stronghold along with 
goal keeper Edith Segerra. This 
game was one of many loses this sea-
son for Spot On. Their coach Frank 
Mosca taught them that although 
they had a losing season, they are 
not “losers”. They learned that they 
could hold their heads high because 
they played their best. They got bet-
ter with every game and they never 
gave up. They learned about sports-
manship and how to win and lose 
with grace. They always shook the 
other teams hand, and said good 
game. They learned that “bad calls” 
are part of the game and that some-
times it goes in their favor as well. 
They understood the importance of 
practice, focus and concentration. 
Spot On didn’t have one player that 
dominated the field, they always 
played as a team. They proved this, 
with 6 different players scoring 
goals throughout the season. The 
children ended this year feeling con-
fident and ready for whatever comes 
next for their soccer career. On be-
half of their coach Frank Mosca he 
says, “I am very proud of these kids, 
they played their hearts out and I 
look forward to the indoor tourna-
ment in 2016.”

Finest Auto I like to thank my 
team for a job well done we came 
along way from opening day back 
in sept. James and Luca the both 
of you guys played your hearts out 
each and every game. Tyler and Kai-
ley and Julia gave it all every game 
and by end of the season it showed. 
Smiley Chris you worked hard this 
year and it showed on both sides of 
the ball,Jackson Ariana Aziel and 
Alexa all play hard when they where 
called upon..All in all im very happy 
and proud of this team and the years 
not over yet watch out the indoor 
tourament is coming and so is Fin-
est Auto –George Lorino

INTERMEDIATES

On the 29th, McNulty F H re-
ceived their second place trophies 
for 2015. It was a very productive 
year as far as players progressing 
their skills to the next level. Offen-
sively in 2015 McNulty was led by 
Ralphie Pulitano, Darin Jurado, Mi-
chael Gerium, Paul Adiegey, Dion 
Rugova, Joey Faix, Marco Martieri, 
Anthony Pennisi, James Sutter.De-
fensively McNulty was represented 
by Jason Irizarry, Max Wiehler, Da-
vid and Daniel Perkovic and last but 
not least our Goalie Geo Rodriguez. 
The Coaches Choice award went to 
Dion Rugova for his ultimate team 
support and leadership throughout 
the whole season. Coach Ruben is 
very proud and looking forward to 
the 2016 season.....

AFC RAPID SOCCER HIGHLIGHTS
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On Saturday November 28th the 
Warriors 10-under and  12-under All-
Star teams accepted an invitation from 
the Bronx Giants to play the Friend-
ship/Turkey Bowl at Evander Childs 
High School.

Both of these games took place a 
couple of days after fi nding out that 
the “Chief” Jay Demers was under the 
weather and would be unable to attend 
the games. All of our kids came to-
gether to “Win one for the Chief”.  

10-UNDER BOWL GAME
On the opening kickoff  Warrior 

Robby Lennon recovered one of his 2 
fumble recoveries of the game. This set 
up a Donovan Beauvior 20 yard TD run 
which gave the Warriors a 6-0 lead. On 
their next possession Warrior QB Pe-
ter DeFabbia hit Christian Rodriguez 
with a 48 yard TD pass which built the 
lead to 12-0. On their next drive Peter 
DeFabbia continued his precise pass-
ing when he eluded a blitz,rolled out 
and hit Donovan Beauvior with a 30 
yard TD pass making the score 18-0. 
Before the half ended Jermel Heard 
broke a sweep for a 35 yard TD run and 
Peter DeFabbia added the xp giving 
the Warriors a 25-0 halftime lead. In 
the 2nd half Cesar”Rex” Roman took 
a 25 yard run to the house making 
the Final Score 31-0. Jason Campbell, 
Jacob Ortega and Tylan Evans each 
had 30 yards rushing in the game. 
The running game was made possible 
by the O line led by Mark Serratorre 
, John Kelly, Richard Salonia, Kevin 
Colon and Jayden Brown. The D was 
outstanding all game led by Jonathan 
Capo who had a handful of tackles in-
cluding 2 for losses on 4th down and 
Mark Piri who added a sack. Joseph 
Calle, Noah Cosme, Jermel Heard, Ce-
sar Roman, Soloman Smith, and Mi-
chael Gierum were all infl uential in 
keeping the Bronx Giants scoreless. 
The attending parents,family and 
friends all gave our kids a big boost 
out there today . The coaching staff 
and administration for the 10-under 
Warriors wishes to thank everyone for 
their support and hope to see everyone 
at the annual dinner.

12-UNDER BOWL GAME
The Warriors 12-under team played 

against the Bronx Giants . Warrior 
John Albertelli scored the fi rst TD of 
the game and Matthew Marquez added 
the xp but at halftime they trailed the 
Bronx Giants 12-7. The Warriors came 
out in the 2nd half with a lot of determi-
nation as their D stepped it up a notch 
led by Matthew Marquez who had nu-
merous sacks. Running back Kenneth 
Maxwell scored the tying TD as he broke 
3 tackles and again Matthew Marquez 
added the xp giving the Warriors a 14-12 
lead. Matthew Marquez scored again on 
a 5 yard TD run making it Warriors 20 

Giants 12. With time running out Mat-
thew Marquez stripped the ball from 
the Giants QB and Dominick DiNappoli 
recovered the ball in the end zone for 
his fi rst ever TD. Final Score Warriors 

26 Bronx Giants 12 . Top D stars for the 
Warriors were Matthew Marquez, John 
Albertelli, Dominick Morton and Aiden 
Hanley-Piri. 

Warriors President Joe Desimone 

wishes to thank Bronx Giants coaches 
Thomas and Rue for helping him set up 
what looks to be an annual event.  Let’s 
keep the Chief in all our prayers and 
wish him a speedy recovery.

Warriors
“Friendship/Turkey Bowl” Games

Warriors 
at “Good 
Morning 
America”
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