
BY ROBERT WIRSING
A new supportive housing 

complex in the south Bronx is 
providing shelter to those who 
need it the most.

Located at 592 Wales Avenue, 
the residence designed by Gran 
Kriegel Associates, Architects 
+ Planners for Volunteers of 
America-Greater New York and 
funded in part by the New York 

State Offi ce of Mental Health, 
serves as a supportive housing 
facility for at-risk of homeless-
ness young adults aging out 
of foster care and chronically 
homeless adults with special 
needs.

Opened in April 2015, Wales 
Avenue Residence contains 47 
effi ciency apartments and ten 
two-bedroom units which can 

accommodate 67 individuals 
who will have on-site access to 
social services improving their 
quality of life.

The facility provides resi-
dents with lounge areas, a com-
mon dining room, teaching 
kitchen, computer classroom, 
counseling rooms, administra-
tive offi ces, a recreation room, 
laundry facilities and two roof 

terraces.
A day-light fi lled lobby wel-

comes residents while directing 
them to their respective wing 
served by separate elevators.

Each resident group has 
access to lounge areas with 
fl oor-to-ceiling windows and 
apartments separated by group-
specifi c fl oors to best provide 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The south Bronx is changing, 

and soon, it will be the location of 
the new Piano District.

The Piano District, an upcom-
ing project which will be built in 
Mott Haven, will provide luxury 
living and world-class dining on 
the Harlem River’s waterfront for 
its future residents.

The planned two 25-story resi-
dential tower complex, which will 
also include fashion, art as well 
as ground-fl oor retail, will be 
built at two Mott Haven sites, 2401 
Third Avenue and 101 Lincoln Av-
enue.

Both waterfront sites were 
purchased by the Chetrit Group 
and Somerset Partners for a com-
bined $58 million in the past year. 
According to Somerset Partners, 
the project’s construction will be-
gin sometime in 2016.

Amidst the new project to re-
vamp the neighborhood, many 
residents of the area have ex-
pressed concern with the upcom-
ing complex, stating that this is 
an example of gentrifi cation in 
their neighborhood. 

These concerns were recently 
expressed at a Community Ac-
tion for Safe Apartments hearing, 
which took place at 851 Grand 
Concourse on Thursday, Novem-
ber 12.

However, one of the project’s 
leaders, Somerset’s founder Keith 
Rubenstein believes that, with 
time, local residents will under-
stand the group’s commitment to 
the community and realize their 
goal of neighborhood preserva-
tion.

“We (Somerset) understand 
that new developments bring 
new questions,” said Rubenstein. 
“However, we’re confi dent that as 
the local community hears more 
about our vision and we hear 
more from the community, it will 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A proposed P.S. 71 annex  

raised concerns among the Pel-
ham Bay community at a public 
hearing last week.

Community Board 10, Commu-
nity Education Council District 8 
and concerned neighbors attended 
the Thursday, November 12 hear-
ing to discuss the proposed early 
learning annex with the School 
Construction Authority.

Only a dozen parents attended 
the informational meeting.

The city owned site under re-
view for the proposed $30 million 
270-seat facility is a 28,000 square 
foot lot at the southwest corner of 
Continental Avenue and Hutchin-
son River Parkway East, formerly 
a parking lot for the defunct Pel-
ham Bay General Hospital, and 
would take three to four years to 
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Public hearing 
attendees blast 

location as factor

PB RESIDENTS NIX 
THE P.S. 71 ANNEX 

Veterans Honored At Peace Plaza Memorial
The annual Veterans’ Day ceremony at Rudy Macina Peace Memorial Plaza included a prayer service to our armed forces 
veterans and a wreath presentation on Wednesday, November 11 at the 11th hour. Attending the ceremony were John 
Fraiser Bryan Post 19 American Legion members: (l-r) Edward Deglomini, James Hector, John Pucci, Joshua Adams from 
Assemblyman Michael Benedetto’s offi ce, post commander Cirino Lotta, Robert J. De Silvia and Earl Minard, Jr. More 
veteran photos on pages 9 and 13.   Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Piano District 
to rise in

Mott Haven

New Wales Avenue Residence opens in south Bronx
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Seriously, choosing a  
Medicare Advantage Plan is not easy.
We work hard to make it easier.  

AgeWell New York LLC is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in AgeWell  
New York LLC depends on contract renewal. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more  
information contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copayments/
coinsurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium unless paid for by the state medical  
assistance program. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the  
plan for further details. This information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or (TTY/ TDD) 
1-800-662-1220 seven days a week from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern time or visit agewellnewyork.com. Medicare beneficiaries may also enroll  
in AgeWell New York LLC through the CMS Medicare Online Enrollment Center located at www.medicare.gov.  
H4922_AWNY_4002_16_FILE & USE 08312015

$0
��Dental and vision care/hearing 
��Transportation services
��Over-the-counter pre-paid cards up to $75/month

We’re here for your call.

AgeWell New York LLC is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in AgeWell

New York LLC depends on contract renewal. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more

information contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copay-

ments/coinsurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium unless paid for by the state medical 

assistance program. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the

plan for further details. This information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or (TTY/ TDD)

1-800-662-1220 seven days a week from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern time or visit agewellnewyork.com. Medicare beneficiaries may also enroll

in AgeWell New York LLC through the CMS Medicare Online Enrollment Center located at www.medicare.gov.

H4922_AWNY_MAR16_4002 File & Use 10042015

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A barber training 

school will soon open its 
doors.

Beyond Beauty & Bar-
ber Academy, located at 
121 Westchester Square, 
is an upcoming barber 
training school that will 
provide training, career 
services and other assis-
tance needs to prepare 
students for a successful 
career path as a licensed 
barber.

BBBA, which will of-
fi cially open on Monday, 
November 23, will provide 
an educational experience 
that is designed for stu-
dents to obtain knowledge 
and skills to enhance their 
opportunity to work in the 
professional male groom-
ing industry. 

BBBA also prepares 
students for future job 
interviews as well as the 
State Board Practical 
Exam, the test required 
to obtain a Master Barber 
License, while assisting 
them in fi nding employ-

ment with affi liated bar-
bershops looking for li-
censed barbers.

BBBA offers three 
main programs for its stu-
dents - the Barbering Mas-
ter program, the Barber-
ing Exam Prep program 
and the HIV/AIDS Course 
for Barbers program. 

The Barbering Mas-
ter Program requires 515 
hours (18-31 weeks) at a 
cost total $5,000, includ-
ing tuition ($4000), books, 
equipment, uniform and 
registration fee. 

The Barbering Exam 
Prep program, which pre-
pares students for the State 
Board Practical Exam, re-
quires 50 hours (2-3 weeks) 
at a cost total of $1,400. 

The HIV/AIDS Course 
for Barbers program, 
which teaches future bar-
bers about the risk of HIV/
AIDS transmission when 
using the same equipment 
without proper steriliza-
tion on multiple individu-
als, is a three-hour, $65 
cost in total. The training 

school also offer GED pro-
grams.

The barber training 
school was started by 
Javiel Rodriguez, who 
holds a Master Barber Li-
cense and has nearly 30 
years of previous experi-
ence. 

Rodriguez, who is also 

the owner of Kings of 
Knockout, another barber-
shop located at 1189 Castle 
Hill Avenue, said that his 
late father, Arsenio, who 
passed away in July after 
working as a barber for 
over 50 years in Puerto 
Rico and the U.S., had a 
major infl uence on his in-

volvement in the barber 
industry.

“My original dream 
was to be a professional 
boxer, but after that fell 
through, my father passed 
me the clippers and I gave 
it a try,” said Rodriguez. 
“I was 19 at the time - 30 
years later, its an amaz-
ing feeling to carry on my 
father’s legacy but also to 
provide job and career op-
portunities for those in 
my community who don’t 
have the benefi t and the 
luxury of obtaining a col-
lege education.”

“This barber training 
school verifi es our vision 
of a perfect business ex-
ample in this neighbor-
hood,” said Lisa Sorin, 
executive director of the 
Westchester Square Busi-
ness Improvement Dis-
trict. “This business not 
only adds to the revitaliza-
tion of this area, but it will 
also provide affordable ed-
ucation for a career path 
that is always sees a high 
demand.”

“This is a win-win for 
the neighborhood as well 
as the borough, and the 
BID is very proud of Javiel 
for starting this barber 
training school.”

“This barber training 
school creates a new op-
portunity where Bronx-
ites can train for employ-
ment in an industry that 
has proven to be resilient 
to economic fl uctuations,” 
said Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr. “We are 
continuing to build a di-
verse economy and create 
new jobs in a variety of 
fi elds in the Bronx.”

BBBA held its grand 
opening and ribbon cutting 
ceremony on Thursday, 
November 12, which was 
attended by Diaz, Sorin 
and members of the Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce, 
among other notables. 

A blown up photo of 
Javiel’s father, Arsenio, 
working in a barber shop, 
was displayed in front of 
the barber training school 
for the event.

WS barber training school offi cially opens

Rodriguez speaks at the grand opening alongside (right) Diaz, Jr. 
as well as family, friends and community leaders. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto
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THANKSGIVING 
DINNER 

RESTAURANT MENU
TURKEY

Served with your choice of a side:

Mashed potato or sweey potato

OTHER GOODIES:
Roasted Butternut Squash Soup

Creamy Pumpkin Soup
Stuffing

Creamed Spinach

CALL TODAY TO MAKE 
YOUR RESERVATION

(718) 885-2570

CCCATTERIINGG 
PPPICKK UPPS

WEDNESDDAAAY, NNOVV. 25, 20115 99::00AAMMMM -- 666::0000000000PPPPMMM
CALL (718))) 8855-255770  ||  (71188) 88885-333444400000000

PLLEASE HAVEE YOUUR ORRDDERSS IIINNN 
BBYY MOONNDAYY,, NOVV.. 23, 22015

FROM THE CARVING BOARD
Honey Glazed Spiral Ham ................$8.99
Small $50.00 ............................ Lg. $90.00

Fresh Baked Ham ............................$8.99
Small $50.00 ............................ Lg. $90.00

Roast Loin of Pork ...........................$8.99
Stuffed with your choice of: Baby Spinach, Proscuitto, 

Roasted Red Peppers, & Pecorino Romano, Broccoli 

rabe, Sundried tomatoes & Provolone

Small $60.00 ............................Lg. $110.00

Pork Crown Roast .................... $10.99 Lb.
14 Chops Average (10 Chop Minimum)

Rack of Lamb ........................... $10.99 Lb.
Served with broccolli rabe and mint jelly on the side

Small $90.00

Prime Rib Roast ....................... $19.99 Lb.
1 Rib per 2 people, 4 Rib Minimum

FEATURED SIDE SELECTIONS
Half Tray Serves 5-10  Large  Tray Serves 10-15

CREAMED SPINACH
Baby Spinach Sautéed and Chopped with Sweet 

Onions and Cream

Half $35.00 ........................... Full $60.00

ROASTED BRUSSEL SPROUTS
Half $40.00 ........................... Full $75.00

MUSHROOM & CARAMELIZED 
ONION STUFFING
Traditonal White Bread Stufing loaded with Cremini 

Mushrooms, Sweet Caramelized Onions & Roasted 

Chestnuts

Half $30.00 ........................... Full $55.00

CORNBREAD SAGE STUFFING
Sweet Cornbread with Crumbled Sweet Sausage 

& Fresh Sage

Half $30.00 ........................... Full $55.00

GOURMET MACARONI & CHEESE 
CASSEROLE
Cavatappi pasta tossed sith an assortment of imported 

and domestic cheese then topped with our homemade 

seasoned breadcrumbs and chopped bacon

Half $40.00 ........................... Full $70.00

PIZZA RUSITCA
A Scavello  Holiday Staple! Our Savory Italian Pizza 

Rustica includes a fine assortment of Italian Meats 

and cheeses

................................................... $8.99 Lb.
Average weight for a whole cake is approximately 4 Lbs.

THANKSGIVING DINNER
Serves 15-20 people

Seasoned and Cooked Turkey
There is a $10 Carving fee - 16-20lb

1/2 Tray Stuffing
1/2 Tray Sweet Potato
1/2 Tray Mashed Potato
1/2 Tray Stringbeans
1/2 Tray Cranberry Sauce
1/2 Tray Brown Gravy
Mini Rolls

FEATURED HORS D’OEUVRES
Small Serves 5-10  Large Serves 10-15

ANTIPASTO PLATTER 

Imported Dry Sausage Sopressata & Aged Provolone, 
Parmigiano, Reggiano & Homemade Fresh Mozzarella 
Cheeses, Marinated olives

Small $44.99 ............................ Lg. $79.99

GOURMET CHEESE PLATTER 
An assortment of imported and Domestic Cheeses 
beautifully displayed on a platter accompanied with 
assorted olives in the center

Small $44.99 ............................ Lg. $79.99

EGGPLANT STACK PLATTER
Small $44.99 ............................ Lg. $79.99

TASTE OF ITALY PLATTER
Fresh Mozzarella & Tomato with Basil & a 
touch of Olive Oil

Small $44.99 ............................ Lg. $79.99

SOUPS, BISQUES & CHOWDERS
2 Quart Minimum, 3-4 Servings per Quart

Roasted Buttemilk Squash ...............$8.99
Bisque Creamy Pumpkin Soup .........$8.99
Lobster Bisque Soup .........................$8.99
Manhattan Clam Chowder ................$8.99

ONLY 
$19999

WE OFFER FREE DELIVERY
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design and construct.
“Our hope is the site will 

help alleviate overcrowding 
at P.S. 71 and also ensure 
students in the district con-
tinue to have access to free, 
full-day, high-quality pre-k 
close to their homes,” said 
Harry Hartfi eld, DOE dep-
uty press secretary. “The 
design phase for this proj-
ect has not started yet and 
after the completion of the 
public review process there 
will be more information to 
share.” 

In lieu of any specifi c 
plans or renderings, last 
Thursday evening’s public 
hearing instead opened the 
topic for public discussion. 

A CB 10 vote on the mat-
ter was scuttled until last 
night’s general meeting 
because the board did not 
have a quorem present.

The concerns raised in-
cluded the proposed site 
being too small to accom-
modate the school or allow 
for any future expansion, 
its proximity to the Pelham 
Grand supportive hous-
ing complex, the Hutchin-
son River Parkway 3E exit, 
parking issues and traffi c 
safety in the local area.

CB 10 told the SCA that, 
if built, all school entrances 
would have to be located on 
Continental Avenue. 

SCA is accepting public 
comments on the proposed 
annex via sites@nycsca.org 
until Monday, November 23 
and will review them before 
moving forward.

“Even though no decision 
was made that night and we 
wished we had more parent 
representatives at the hear-
ing,” said Ken Kearns, CB 
10 district manager. “It was 
a great opportunity for the 
School Construction Au-
thority to hear the concerns 
of both the board and CEC 
8 and take to note of these 
concerns.”

“I think the public hear-
ing went well even though 
we couldn’t vote on the pro-
posal,” said John Marano, 
CB 10 fi rst vice chairman. 
“All who attended were able 
to share their opinions and 
if I had to take anything 
away from the public hear-
ing, it seems like everyone 
is against the proposed an-
nex.” 

Kearns and Marano said 
CB 10 would discuss the 
proposed P.S. 71 annex at 
its Thursday, November 19 

full board meeting at Villa 
Barone Restaurant where 
the board would vote on the 
proposal. 

Kearns noted CEC 8 
would have to vote on the 
proposal at their own meet-
ing which has yet to be set.

“I was disappointed 
there weren’t more parents 
speaking out or for this 
proposal, but I appreciated 
what the board brought up 
to the School Construction 
Authority about it and I feel 
they were really listening 
to what everyone had to say 
about it,” said Michele Tor-
rioni, Pelham Bay Taxpay-
ers Association president. 
“I hope the School Con-
struction Authority takes 
all of our concerns to heart 
as they evaluate the site.”

“We want a new school, 
but our concerns are for the 
children’s safety,” said Car-
mine Loconsole, East 197th 
Street resident. “SCA wants 
to build a school that will be 
obsolete in two to three years 
and SCA admits they’re go-
ing to need more space later 
on. It should be designed to 
fi t our needs for the next 15 
or 20 years, especially with 
more families moving into 
the neighborhood.”  

Local residents gatherer Thursday, November 12 at P.S. 71 to discuss the feasibilty of building a early 
learning annex on a former parking lot located between Continential Avenue and Hutchinson River 
Parkway East. Community News Group / Robert Wirsing

Attendees at hearing blast P.S. 71 Annex
from Page 1

Piano District to rise in Mott Haven

101 Lincoln Avenue and 2401 Third Avenue, are the two waterfront properties that will soon become 
the new Piano District. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

become clear that we are 
committed to preserving 
the neighborhood and re-
specting its history.”

“In the coming months, 
we’ll be talking about 
greater public access to the 
waterfront, good-paying 
jobs, environmental justice 
and other measures that 

people care about,” Ruben-
stein added.

The project’s name, ‘Pi-
ano District’, is drawn from 
the time when piano fac-
tories and manufacturers 
were prevalent in Mott Ha-
ven and Port Morris in the 
early 1900s, which was once 
known as ‘The Piano Capi-
tal of the United States’.

The Estey Piano & Or-
gan Company, one of the 
biggest piano manufactur-
ers of its time, located on 
Bruckner Boulevard and 
Lincoln Avenue, was estab-
lished in 1886 and survived 
for nearly a century be-
fore it was shuttered in the 
1970s. It is the oldest former 
piano factory in the Bronx.

from Page 1
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
City Island straphang-

ers are still waiting for 
late night service on the 
Bx29 line. 

The City Island Civic 
Association once again 
wrote to the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
on Thursday, November 
12 after holding a public 
meeting with agency offi -
cials and riders in July. 

The letter calls atten-
tion to many of the same 
issues discussed in the 
summer, including buses 
running off schedule 
and leaving commuters 
stranded, particularly at 
Pelham Bay Station. 

It also drew attention 
to the fact that the bus ser-
vice ends at midnight on 
weekdays and 1 a.m. on 
weekends and often leaves 
people without reliable 
transportation home. 

The Bx29 is the only 

non-express bus line to 
the remote island commu-
nity. 

“Since late May, the 
civic association has 
transmitted 66 different 
complaints about bus ser-
vice from riders, and 424 
residents have signed our 
Change.org petition for 
better service,” stated the 
CICA letter, which also 
asked that MTA offi cials 
to return to the island as 
they pledged, and provide 
specifi c data on bus time-
liness along the route. 

The association’s corre-
sponding secretary, John 
Doyle, said that while 
progress had been made, 
including the transfer of a 
rude bus dispatcher at Pel-
ham Bay Station, issues 
with timeliness on buses 
from Pelham Bay Station 
to City Island on the eve-
ning commute was espe-
cially troublesome.  

“We would just like to 
keep them to their word, 
he said. “They promised 
to come back and give us 
an update, and thus far, 
we do not seem to have 
made tangible progress at 
the issues at hand.” 

Also touched on in the 
letter was a fatal accident 
near the City Island Bridge 
just before midnight on 
Friday, September 11 that 
claimed the life of a 27-
year old employee at an is-
land restaurant, Gabriela 
Aguilar-Vallinos. 

Some on the island be-
lieve that if buses ran all 
night, as opposed to stop-
ping in the early morning 
for several hours, that few 
if any of the staff members 
of the island’s more than 
30 restaurants would be 
forced to bike to work. 

“Having bus service 
throughout the night, 
even if it is just once an 

hour, (the MTA) has not 
responded to that at all 
apparently,” said Barbara 
Dolensek, CICA second 
vice president. 

Dolensek said she be-
lieves that Aguilar-Valli-
nos would not have been 
bicycling to and from 
work on the island had 
there been bus service on 
the Bx29 after midnight. 

“Even though she was 
hit before midnight, leav-

ing the island at that hour, 
she probably did not al-
ways know exactly when 
she was leaving work,” 
she said. “The only way 
off the island, unless you 
have a friend to drive you 
or a bicycle, would be to 
take a taxi, which for a lot 
of people making not so 
much money is not a vi-
able alternative.” 

The second vice-presi-
dent said some Bx29 com-

plaints have been rem-
edied.

A frequent rider for 
about 16 years, Florence 
Ann Nielson, said that the 
issue she had with missed 
stops had been addressed. 

An MTA spokeswoman 
stated that as of press time 
the agency had not yet re-
ceived the civic associa-
tion’s letter, and would re-
spond directly to the CICA 
when it did. 
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Late night service 
sought on Bx29

MTA offi cials met with Bx29 riders at the City Island Nautical Museum at a meeting in July. The CICA is 
requesting that the agency make continued improvements. 
 Photo courtesy of the City Island Civic Association
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*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is as of November 14, 2015, and is subject to 
change without notice. Maximum deposit is $250,000. FDIC regulations apply. The 
bank is not responsible for typographical errors. Substantial penalties for early 
withdrawal. Fees could reduce earnings. Member FDIC

www.ridgewoodbank.com

SPECIAL

Visit your local branch
or open online today!

1.25%APY*

Minimum opening deposit is $500

20 Month CD

1.50%APY*

Minimum opening deposit is $500

30 Month CD

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Bronx students continue 

to show their appreciation for 
our nation’s veterans at their 
school’s annual veterans ap-
preciation day celebration.  

Keeping with tradition, 
P.S. 108 held its 7th Annual 
Veterans Appreciation Day 
Celebration on Friday, No-
vember 13 in which local 
community leaders and vet-
erans joined students, admin-
istrators, faculty and staff to 
honor our nation’s brave he-
roes.

The celebration began 
with the presentation of the 
fl ag by the Korony Color 
Guard and P.S. 108’s Color 
Guard who lead the audience 
in the Pledge of Alliance and 
in singing the National An-
them as the three-man army 
band, Peter Lawrence Or-
chestra, gave a lively musical 
performance throughout. 

Customary segments in-
cluded the ‘Pin of Apprecia-
tion’ in which students dis-
tributed American fl ag pins 
to veterans and shook their 
hands as well as the ‘Symbolic 
Table’ where 5th graders set a 
table reserved for POWs and 
MIAs in recognition of their 
sacrifi ces and memories.

This remarkable event 
began seven years ago when 
Michael Tierney, custodian 
engineer at P.S. 157 and for-
merly of P.S. 108, approached 
the school’s principal Charles 
Sperrazza about creating a 
program to connect young 
students with veterans to 
learn more about their na-
tion’s history.

“This celebration has re-
ally taken on a life of its own 
and it keeps growing each 

year,” said Tierney. “Last 
year was the fi rst time we 
incorporated the Symbolic 
Table and we see a lot of the 
veterans get choked up about 
it because of how emotional 
it is.”

“Seeing the members of 
the Morris Park community 
faithfully coming out every 
year to honor our veterans 
makes this very worthwhile 
as well as having our stu-
dents make a commitment in 
acknowledging all veterans 
for their service to our coun-
try,” said Sperrazza. 

Nearly 50 veterans at-
tended the celebration featur-
ing several speakers includ-
ing Sperrazza; Tierney and 
Captain Regina Gallagher 
Marengo, a full commander 
of the U.S. Navy Seabees to 
discuss the importance of 
our veterans’ service and 
sacrifi ce to preserve our free-
doms.

All were treated to the 
Erik Spink directed docu-
mentary, ‘The Scavenger’, de-
tailing the tale of the veterans 
museum inside John Dormi 
& Sons Funeral Home. 

Located at 1121 Morris 
Park Avenue, its lobby houses 
a room-sized museum show-
casing many WWII-era mili-
tary artifacts to teach history 
to P.S. 108 students.

Two new items were pre-
sented to curator, WWII 
veteran Joe Garofalo, petty 
offi cer second class for the 
Navy’s Seabees attached to 
the 4th Marine Division.

The Parent Teacher As-
sociation donated a brushed 
aluminium commemorative 
plaque displaying iconic New 
York Times’ WWII headlines 

in honor the 70th anniversary 
of the second world war’s end-
ing and according to Tierney, 
only 300 of these plaques were 
ever made. 

In addition, Angelo Pinto, 
a war historian and collector, 
donated a U.S. Army Medical 
Department Jungle First Aid 
Kit made specifi cally for sol-
diers serving in the Pacifi c 
theatre during WWII and 
contains bandages, insect re-
pellent as well as tourniquets 
and lancers used to treat 
snake bites.

Pinto said he will donate 
a six-foot tall aluminium and 
glass display case for the vet-
erans museum and would aid 
in individually labeling each 
artifact.

“I enjoy coming to this 
event every year because I feel 
like I am honoring my fore-
fathers,” said Pinto. “Even 
though I’m not a veteran my-
self, my family came to this 
county in 1723 and served in 
every major war beginning 
with King Philip’s War and 
the French and Indian War. I 
love donating items to the vet-
erans museum because it’s a 
great place for the kids and it 
gives them a hands on learn-
ing experience about our na-
tion’s history.”

Garofalo shared his iconic 
slogan, “you are here because 
we went there” to remind all 
of the true meaning behind 
the day’s celebration.

The food was donated by 
the Patrizia’s of Woodlawn 
and its owner James Tierney, 
Michael’s brother. A beautiful 
blue cake emblazoned with 
the offi cial seals of the U.S. 
armed forces was donated by 
Conti’s Pastry Shoppe.

P.S. 108 salutes veterans

Local veterans joined P.S. 108’s admistrators, faculty and staff to commemorate their 7th Annual 
Veterans’ Appreciation Day Celebration at the school last Friday morning. 
 Community News Group / Robert Wirsing
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Two east Bronx locations near 

subway lines that are chroni-
cally prone to litter and dumping 
were cleared of discarded trash 
recently. 

A site just outside the Metro-
politan Transportation Author-
ity’s Westchester Yard along the 
facility’s fence on Westchester 
Avenue between Waters Place 
and Blondell Avenue, and a 
stretch on Esplanade in Pelham 
Parkway North near the #5 IRT 
subway station were both cleaned 
of large amounts of debris. 

Councilman James Vacca 
said that he intervened at both 
spots to facilitate the clean up. 

The councilman said that his 
calls to the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority to remedy 
the situation did not produce 
the desired result, so he turned 
to the Department of Sanitation 
District 11 offi ce for help.  

The councilman said that he 
believes the same standard that 
is applied to homeowners, which 
requires that they clean the 
sidewalk and three feet into the 
street from the curb should also 
apply to the MTA. 

“If that was a homeowner 

in this community, that home-
owner would pay a fi ne,” said the 
councilman. “I want the MTA 
held to the same standard that a 
private property owner would be 
held to; they should clean their 
sidewalks just like private prop-
erty owners clean theirs.”

Vacca said that he had lost pa-
tience with the MTA when they 

did not promptly clean the side-
walk outside of their yard

The debris included dumped 
food containers, empty card-
board boxes and paint cans. 

According to Vacca’s offi ce, 
over 30 bags of garbage were 
hauled from the two-block area. 

Saundra Taylor, 72, who rides 
her bicycle in the area almost 

daily, said that she was dismayed 
by the amount of litter that had 
accumulated in this two block 
area along Westchester Avenue 
through the summer. 

“It is disgusting,” she said of 
the situation before the cleanup. 
“everyone just dumped stuff…
things got bad very quickly.” 

Over in Morris Park, Coun-

cilman Vacca said that he took 
the liberty of also reaching out 
to DSNY to clean under cars and 
along the curb line on Esplanade 
near the Morris Park station. 

“This was a diffi cult cleanup 
because most of the garbage I 
saw was on the sidewalk, but 
along the curb, and there are al-
ways cars parked there,” said the 
councilman. “Sanitation went 
in with their brooms and rakes, 
went underneath and in between 
cars, and they did a great job.” 

Tommy Salera, a Morris 
Park resident who was con-
cerned about the stuation, 
called the area unkempt and 
said he was one of the people 
who brought it to the council-
man’s attention. 

Salera believes that most of 
the people who are going to and 
from the train station have lit-
tle regard for the area’s appear-
ance. 

The concerned activist said 
that since so many bags of trash 
were removed from the street 
and curb, this part of Espalande 
could use garbage receptacles 
to deal with future debris.

“It was just an eyesore,” said 
Salera of the train station area. 

Vacca clears debris from train locations

Some of the litter that was outside of the rail yard on Westchester Avenue prior to the cleanup is pictured here. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Vacca’s offi ce
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In honor of Veterans Day, Acacia Network held a Veterans Day Awards Ceremony last Wednesday, November 11.  This prestigious ceremony 
was held at Casa Promesa Nursing Home located at 308 E. 175th Street to honor all nursing home residents and Acacia staff members who 
proudly served their country.  In addition, last Wednesday’s event featured active military service members from the Army, Marines, Navy and 
Air Force whose contributions in preserving our nation’s freedoms were fully recognized during the ceremony. 

Acacia Network sponsors Veterans Day Ceremony

(l-r) Air Force Reserves Sergeant Doriana Uribena; Marine sergeants Charlie Smalls and Gustavo Garcia; James 
Dike, Acacia Outreach director; Marine Sergeant Nicholas Mullen; Petty Offi cer Daniele Murphy; Army Sergeant 
Andre Barrett and David Festi, Acacia Managed Care director. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Sergeant Andre Barrett (l) proudly accepts his 
award from Raul Russi during the ceremony. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Raul Russi presents an award to Air Force reservist 
Doriana Uribena in recognition of her service. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Raul Russi (right), Acacia Network CEO, presents an award to Dar-
iel Diaz, a former Acacia employee and U.S. Marine veteran, last 
Wednesday. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Acacia Network executives: James Dike, Outreach director; Pam Mattel, COO; David Festi, Managed 
Care director and Raul Russi, CEO. Festi was the keynote speaker and also received an award for his 
military service. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Petty Offi cer Daniele Murphy accepts her 
award from Raul Russi at last Wednesday’s 
ceremony. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Jerome Park Reservoir, an oasis in 

the borough that is blocked to the public, was 
recently opened for the fi rst time in years. 

A pilot access program for several hours 
on Saturday, November 14 and Sunday No-
vember 15 opened a two mile  path around 
the reservoir which is an integral part of the 
city’s water supply. 

The Department of Environmental Pro-
tection held the long-awaited opening at the 
urging of community and environmental ac-
tivists, as well as elected offi cials. 

Gary Axelbank, of the Jerome Park Res-
ervoir Access Task Force, said that the last 
time the public gained access to the reservoir 
was at an event in 1995.  

“The idea was to get a good look, and see 
what it felt and looked like,” said Axelbank 
about the public access, “and for the DEP to 
assess what it was like to have a fuller, and 
possibly even a regular, access program.” 

The two-day program, which included 
both a guided tour and two additional hours 
each day of non-guided time, was a good fi rst 
step, he said. 

With health indicators showing the need 
for more Bronxites to exercise and improve 
their health, and about 250,000 people living 
near the reservoir, anything that could lead 
to more exercise should be encouraged. It is 
also a very beautiful location, he added. 

One of the concerns to granting the public 
access through the ten-foot wide access open-

ing, according to published reports, is that 
the reservoir’s water is just a short trip from 
millions of New Yorkers’ taps. 

Assemblyman Jeff Dinowitz feels that 
these security concerns are overblown, add-
ing that people even boat in New York City 
reservoirs upstate. 

He said that greater access to the site 
has been an issue he’s been interested in for 

years because he grew up and went to school 
nearby.  

“For me, the reservoir and the ability to 
enjoy its beauty has always been an impor-
tant issue,” said Dinowitz. “A lot of us in the 
community feel that there is a way to give the 
community reasonable access to the area sur-
rounding the reservoir without compromis-
ing security.” 

The assemblyman said that he has com-
plete faith in the DEP to secure the water sup-
ply.  

Karen Argenti, who took a tour of the site 
and is part of the Bronx Council for Environ-
mental Quality, said the pilot was a success. 

She believes that the pilot was an eye 
opening experience for both the DEP and the 
community, who got to experience each oth-
ers’ perspectives. 

When it was announced in June that the 
DEP was going forward with the long planned 
pilot access, Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr. praised it. 

“Improved public access to the Jerome 
Park Reservoir will not only create new rec-
reation activities in our borough, it will help 
unite communities across the northwest 
Bronx,” he stated. 

A DEP spokesman said that a review of 
the weekend is underway, as is a request has 
been put into the NYPD Counterterrorism 
Bureau for a complete threat assessment. 

“We will review how the weekend tours 
went, including any safety or security is-
sues, cost, staffi ng, turnout and input from 
the community,” he said.  “The educational 
component of the pilot continues, with profes-
sional development and in-class programs for 
schools in the vicinity of Jerome Park Reser-
voir.” 

Participants in the pilot program were not 
permitted to take cell phones or cameras into 
the reservoir as a security precaution. 

Successful Jerome Reservoir access trial 

(l-r) Kori Smith, Irahim Abdul-Matin and Madeline Maldonado, from the Department of Environmental 
Protection, signed up people to tour the reservoir. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Forum of Italian Ameri-

can Educators held their yearly 
Book Talk event. 

FIAME, based in the borough, 
hosted Rosanna Chiofalo, the ac-
claimed author of a number of 
novels on Italian and American 
life at their annual Book Talk at 
the Morris Park Community As-
sociation. 

The event was planned for 
Thursday, November 19, just be-
fore press time. 

The organization’s president, 
Josephine Fanelli, said that FI-
AME’s goal is to showcase Ital-
ian-American authors around the 
time of Italian Heritage Month in 
October. 

This year, the event took place 
in November because of schedul-
ing concerns, she said. 

“FIAME has been doing this 
for many years,” said Fanelli of 
the Book Talk events, adding “It 
shows our members that our Ital-
ian American brothers and sis-
ters are very active in different 
occupations.” 

She added that Chiofalo’s books 
that are about Italian-Americans 
are based on stories that the au-

thor’s mother told her and that 
she developed them into fiction.  

Chiofalo’s mother and brother 
both live in Morris Park, the au-
thor said, adding that she had ad-
dressed FIAME once before, sev-
eral years ago at Barnes & Noble 
at Bay Plaza. She said she found 
it to be a positive and rewarding 
experience. 

The author’s books, Bella For-
tuna, Carissima and Stella Mia, 
deal with the Italian American 
experience with settings in both 
New York City and in Italy. 

A recurring theme in all of 
them, as well as in the forthcom-
ing Rosalia’s Bittersweet Pastry 
Shop, is the central role of fam-
ily life for Italians both in the 
United States and in their native 
land, particularly Sicily, which 
features prominently in the nov-
els. 

The novelist said that at this 
year’s FIAME Book Talk she 
would read a short excerpt from 
the Stella Mia, talk about her in-
spiration for writing the book, 
explain her own cultural back-
ground and how her family im-
migrated from Sicily in the 1960s, 
and have a question and answer 

session with FIAME members. 
“I am trying to promote the 

Italian culture in a positive 
way,” said Chiofalo, adding that 
she hopes to engage her readers 
not only about family life but also 
about the beauty and traditions 
of Italy. 

The hope is that this knowl-
edge could be used by teachers 
with their students, indicated 
both Chiofalo and Fanelli. 

“I would hope that they would 
be able to pass along to their stu-
dents what I am trying to con-
vey in my books: how beautiful 
the Italian culture is and how 
important these strong family 
dynamics are, even for shaping 
people.”

FIAME’s Book Talk events 
are gatherings that provide an 
intellectual, as well as a social, 
experience for the educators, 
said Fanelli. 

“We do this every year, and 
every year they get better and 
better,” said FIAME member 
Joanne Russo Rubino about the 
organization’s talks. 

For more information about 
Rosanna Chiofalo and her work, 
visit www.rosannachiofalo.com. 

FIAME Book Talk highlights author

Author Rosanna Chiofalo Photo courtesy of Rosanna Chiofalo
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On Saturday, November 14, the City Island Chamber of Commerce hosted the 105th annual City Island Chamber of Commerce Dinner 
Awards Ceremony at Scavello’s. The dinner awards ceremony honored Jane LaScala of Hailing Port Services, Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr., Mary Colby of Mary Colby Studio Gallery, Robert Carmody of AER Realty and the late councilwoman Madeline Proven-
zano. Provenzano’s family donated $1,200 to the chamber.

CI Chamber hosts 105th Awards CeremonyCI Chamber hosts 105th Awards Ceremony

(l-r) Peter LaScala, Maria Provenzano, Provenzano’s daughter, Nathan Simmons, Provenzano’s husband, Skip Gi-
acco, CICC president (holding a $1,2000 check from the Provenzano family), Anthony Provenzano, Provenzano’s 
son, and Paul Klein, CICC vice president, during the event. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr., receives his award from 
Skip Giacco, (l) CICC president, and Paul Klein, (r) CICC vice 
president. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Paul Klein, CICC vice president, Mary Colby, honoree, and Skip 
Giacco, CICC president. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Skip Giacco, CICC president, Robert Carmody, honoree, of AER Realty, and Paul Klein, CICC vice 
president. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Skip Giacco, CICC president, Peter LaScala, Nathan Simmons, Proven-
zano’s husband, Maria Provenzano, Provenzano’s daughter, and Paul Klein, 
CICC vice president. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Skip Giacco, CICC president, Jane LaScala and Paul 
Klein, CICC vice president. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto (r) 
and his chief of staff, John Collazzi, 
enjoyed the event. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An event was held to honor 

and recognize veterans from the 
Bronx.

On Wednesday, November 18, 
the Bronx Chamber of Commerce, 
AT&T and Capital One hosted the 
8th annual Veterans Recognition 
Breakfast and Job Fair event to 
honor the borough’s veterans who 
previously served overseas to pro-
tect our country.

The event, which was held at 
Maestro’s, provided a brunch/
luncheon for veterans and other 
attendees, followed by awards to  
three Bronx veterans - Anthony Vi-
taliano, chairman of Community 
Board 11, Gene DeFrancis, presi-
dent of the Allerton Avenue Inter-
national Merchants Association 
and Chris Di Constanzo from John 
Dormi & Sons Funeral Home.

Following the luncheon, a 
Bronx H.I.R.E. Veterans Jobs and 
Resource Fair took place, where 
over 100 veterans were connected 
with 30 employers who presented 
them with job opportunities they 
wouldn’t have been able to obtain 
otherwise. 

Bronx H.I.R.E., which stands for 
Help Identify Real Employment and 

helps Bronxites fi nd employment, 
was started in 2014 by the Chamber 
and Senator Jeff Klein and is near-
ing its fi rst full year of service.

“This is an annual event with a 
great cause,” said Michelle Dolgow 
Christofaro, executive director of 
the Chamber and administrator of 
Bronx H.I.R.E. “We (the BCC) sa-
lute the men and women who have 
served our country by providing 

them with this luncheon and job 
fair so they can be recognized and 
honored, as well as be put in the 
right position to obtain employ-
ment.”

“November is a month when 
we pay tribute to our veterans and 
honor the great sacrifi ces they have 
made for our nation,” said Klein. “I 
want to congratulate the honorees 
for their service and ongoing com-

mitment to their communities and 
fellow veterans. The job fair is a 
small way to give thanks to unem-
ployed veterans who have done so 
much for this country.”

“This event is a real privilege for 
the veterans in this borough,” said 
Jeremy Warneke, district manager 
of Community Board 11 and an Iraq 
War veteran. “About 220,000 people 
in NYC are veterans, which is a 

small percentage of the population, 
but that small percentage includes 
some of the city’s neediest people, 
so it’s great that these services are 
available to them.”

“The Bronx H.I.R.E. provides 
an opportunity for veterans who 
have served and are now looking 
for a job and this certainly points 
them in the right direction,” said 
Vietnam veteran Pat Devine, who 
is involved as a mentor for the 
Bronx Veterans Corps Mentor 
Program, another program that 
helps veterans and even ex-con 
vets obtain employment from vet-
eran mentors. “It’s great that these 
services are becoming available to 
veterans.”

Honoree Vitaliano felt very 
privileged to be recognized during 
the event.

“My time in the service greatly 
infl uenced me to continue and pro-
tect and serve,” said Vitaliano, 
who served during the Cold War 
for two years and eventually found 
employment with the NYPD for 38 
years before retiring as a detective. 
“I am very proud and thankful for 
the Chamber’s recognition and I 
commend them for setting up this 
job fair to assist other veterans.”

Vets honored, recognized by Chamber

(l-r) Sal Conforto. award presenter and last year’s award recepient; Michelle Dolgow Christofaro, Chamber chief of staff; Joe 
Kelleher, Chamber chairman; Nunzio Del Greco, Chamber president; and honorees Gene DeFrancis, Anthony Vitaliano and 
Chris Di Constanzo. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A local family-owned 

and operated business is 
keeping with tradition 
by providing customers 
with its renowned qual-
ity workmanship.

Located at 3446 
E. Tremont Avenue, 
O’Connor’s Carpet Cen-
ter prides itself on being 
a local community busi-
ness with competitive 
prices, according to Keith 
O’Connor, store owner.

Open Monday through 
Thursday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and Friday and Saturday 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., the neigh-
borhood staple has a rich 
family history.

Keith and his brother, 
Daniel who is employed 
as a project manager for 
O’Connor’s Carpet Cen-
ter, said the business was 
first established in 1972 
by their father, Edward 
which has serviced the 
New York City area for 
over 40 years.

In 1957, Edward, emi-
grated from Ireland to 

the United States. He then 
served in the U.S. Army’s 
Airborne Division for a 
year and a half and as a 
patrol officer assigned 
to the 43rd Precinct for 
17 years before retiring 
from the force in 1970.

After leaving the Army 
and becoming an Ameri-
can citizen, Edward set-
tled down in Morris Park 
where he began selling 
carpet from his small 
house’s garage until 1972 
when his business ex-
panded to the point that 
he moved it into  a store-
front.

Daniel added at age 13, 
he started working for 
his dad and took on the 
more hands-on approach 
of the business.

“I was installing car-
pet before I could drive 
and would be dropped off 
at the work sites to do the 
installations,” said Dan-
iel. 

O’Connor’s Carpet 
Center gained a great 
reputation for its quality 

workmanship and pro-
fessionalism allowing 
the business to flourish 
and become a household 
name in the east Bronx.

By 1981, O’Connor’s 
Carpet Center relocated 
to its present day loca-

tion due to growing de-
mand for more space and 
greater neighborhood 
awareness.

In the late 1990s, Ed-
ward’s youngest son, 
Keith, assumed the fam-
ily business after Edward 

retired and moved to 
Florida. His son contin-
ues running it today.

“My father was look-
ing to retire, but there 
wasn’t much interest 
from my siblings in con-
tinuing the business. ” 
said Keith, adding. “I 
saw the potential for 
great business growth 
and decided to continue 
running it.”

As a second generation 
family-owned business, 
Keith took his knowl-
edge, drive and ethics, 
instilled in him by his 
father and expanded the 
family business from 
boroughwide residen-
tial work to residential 
and commercial work 
throughout the greater 
New York City area.

In addition to provid-
ing customers with qual-
ity carpeting, O’Connor’s 
Carpet Center also pro-
vides vinyl flooring, lam-
inates, perfinished wood 
flooring, carpet cleaning 
and window treatments.

Keith explained that 
unlike their competitors, 
O’Connor’s Carpet Cen-
ter  only uses in-house in-
stallers, so the business 
controls the installation 
process from beginning 
to end.

“Our customers buy 
products from our sales 
people, deal with our in-
stallers and if they have 
any problems, they can 
call and speak to our 
store managers,” said 
Keith. “We try to accom-
modate the people who 
live within this commu-
nity.”

“We stand by our word 
as opposed to some of the 
bigger shops and we make 
sure that our customers 
are happy with the work 
they receive,” said Dan-
iel.

For more informa-
tion, contact O’Connor’s 
Carpet Center at (718) 
409-2020 or email Peter 
Stella, residential sales 
manager, at pete@ocon-
norscarpets.com.   

O’Connor’s Carpet Center continues tradition

(l-r) Keith and Daniel O’Connor keep with family tradition by con-
tinuing their father’s business which has been serving the Bronx for 
more than 35 years. Community News Group / Robert Wirsing
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The Bronx Veterans Day Parade took place in West Farms on Saturday, November 7. The grand 
marshal of the parade was Senator Ruben Diaz Sr, who served in the U.S. Army from 1960 to 
1963. The parade including a memorial ceremony at the West Farms Soldiers Cemetery honoring 
deceased men and women with a 21-gun salute. 

Bronx Veterans Bronx Veterans 
Parade in West FarmsParade in West Farms

Veterans representing different military armed forces took part in the parade. Photo by Edwin Soto

The Bronx Veterans Parade Task Team, Inc. marched in 
the parade. Photo by Edwin Soto

Veterans rode their motorcycles along the parade route. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

C.S. 211 Junior Drum and Bugle Corp took part in the parade. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

(l-r) James Wilson, Senator Ruben Diaz Sr. and Jay 
Johnson. Photo by Edwin Soto

John Kelley (l), from Assemblyman Michael Blake’s 
offi ce, gives Korean War Veteran James Wilson a cita-
tion of merit. Photo by Edwin Soto

Members of the Throggs Neck Memorial American 
Legion Post #1456: (l-r) J.P. Penasso, Christine Ry-
all and Guy Richardson.Photo by Edwin Soto
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for the unique needs of 
each population.

Color aids in creating 
a vibrant atmosphere at 
Wales Avenue Residence, 
whose exterior displays 
blue glazed bricks, accent 
tiles and vividly painted 
resident lounge areas. 

This residence’s in-
dividual spacious apart-
ments contain dark wood 
fl oors and cabinets, neu-
tral colored tiles, paint 
tones with open kitchens 
and large windows. 

This is made pos-
sible by the Volunteers 
of America who furnish 
each unit and equips its 
residents with linens, 
cooking and cleaning 
supplies. 

A landscaped rear 
yard offers residents a 
peaceful natural envi-
ronment to relax and cul-
tivate plant beds for com-
munity gardening while 
the residence’s roof ter-
races provide additional 
space for socialization.

Founded in 1965, New 
York City-based full-ser-
vice architecture and 
planning fi rm, Gran Krie-
gel Associates, special-
izes in supportive hous-
ing, education facilities 
and public projects.

“Our goals in design-
ing this kind of housing 
is not only to provide du-
rable, high quality hous-
ing, but to also provide 
residents with the ser-
vices they need as well 
as provide a variety of 
ways they can socialize 
with each other,” said Da-
vid Kriegel, Gran Kriegel 
managing principal. “The 
residents in this building 
have all of the support 
they are going to need for 
independent living and 
we believe this will be 
successful project.”

Kriegel added, the 
Queens and Bronx Build-
ing Association has nom-
inated the Wales Avenue 
Residence for the 2015 
QBBA Building & Design 
Award for Residential and 

the annual QBBA awards 
ceremony set for Satur-
day, December 5 from 6 
to 11 p.m. at Douglaston 
Manor.

He said Gran Kriegel 

is also collaborating with 
Comunilife and NYC 
Department of Housing 
Preservation and De-
velopment on the El Rio 
Residence, an eight story, 

65-unit single studio sup-
portive housing complex 
for homeless adults and 
low-income seniors from 
the community located at 
1041 E. 179th Street. 

New Wales Avenue Residence opens in south Bronx

Wales Avenue Residence features a landscaped rear yard offering a relaxing environment for resident 
groups as well as raised planting beds to accommodate community gardening. Photo by Michael Grimm

from Page 1

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Injured? One longtime 

local chiropractor has 
got your back - literally.

For over 25 years, Dr. 
Dominick Senzamici has 
provided relief and ser-
vice for those who suffer 
from persistent aches, 
body pains, injuries or 
trauma with his chiro-
practic care.

Senzamici, who grad-
uated from St. John’s 
University with a BS af-
ter majoring in Biology, 
earned his Doctor of Chi-
ropractic from New York 
Chiropractic College in 
1989. 

He was offi cially li-
censed in May of that 
year. After receiving 
his doctorate, he worked 
alongside chiropractor 
Dr. Joseph Del Giudice’s 
at his offi ce on East 
Tremont Avenue as an 
associate doctor for fi ve 
years.

After awhile Sen-
zamici started his own 
practice, Senzamici Chi-

ropractic Care, which 
opened in 1994, to serve 
Pelham Bay, Country 
Club and Throggs Neck. 

The practice was lo-
cated at 1298 Crosby Av-
enue until 1998, when he 
moved his offi ce to 1169 
Crosby Avenue, a loca-
tion the practice stayed 
at until 2011. It is now lo-
cated at 1330 Hobart Av-
enue.

In his nearly three de-
cades of business, Sen-
zamici has treated pa-
tients who suffer with 
neck, back, arm, leg, 
Arthritis and Fibromy-
algia pain, work and 
sports related injuries, 
automobile trauma and 
headaches. 

His practice focuses 
on, and has always fo-
cused on, traditional 
chiropractic techniques 
that center more on im-
proving an individual’s 
natural body strength as 
opposed to modern day 
medicines, such as aspi-
rin, Advil and Tylenol, 

that cover up the pain
“Medicine will only 

maintain your pain for 
a couple of hours - they 
do not completely treat 
the symptoms and can 
actually produce nega-

tive effects,” said Sen-
zamici. “With the right 
conditioning and ther-
apy, your body can heal 
itself and correctively 
minimize and treat the 
pain.”

Senzamici, whose 
practice offers chiro-
practic examinations 
and services such as ad-
justments and manipula-
tions, spinal and postural 
screenings, stress reduc-
tion therapy, acupres-
sure and conditioning 
exercise for its patients, 
also treats children with 
various injuries. 

If left untreated, these 
injuries can cause ma-
jor developmental issues 
later in life for the chil-
dren affected, according 
to Senzamici.

“By teaching a child 
proper exercises and 
stretches, we will de-
velop a game-plan to co-
incide with the child’s 
active life to prevent 
them from obtaining 
further injuries,” said 
Senzamici.

Senzamici, a Pelham 
Bay-born, lifelong Bronx 
resident, is truly living 
out his dream by giving 
back to the borough that 
raised him in a profes-

sion that he loves and 
has a real passion for.

“It is very ratifying 
to know that I can help 
service the community 
with my natural healing 
techniques,” Senzamici 
said. “I’m thrilled to be 
in a position where I can 
relieve people of all ages 
who have pain and don’t 
know where to begin 
when it comes to receiv-
ing treatment.”

“I’m very proud that 
my son has found a way 
to help those who are 
suffering to fi nd relief in 
a profession that he en-
joys so much,” said Silvio 
Senzamici, Dominick’s 
father, who is a frequent 
visitor in the offi ce.

“I have certainly 
learned a lot from him,” 
said Emily DeJesus, who 
has worked with Sen-
zamici for 17 years as a 
chiropractic assistant. 
“He does so much for 
his community and that 
should make him feel re-
ally special.”

Providing chiropractic care for over 25 years

Senzamici in front of the many diplomas and certifi cates that he 
proudly displays in his offi ce. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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In keeping with our tradi�on, please feel In keeping with our tradi�on, please feel In keeping with our tradi�on, please feel 
free to create your holiday dinner as you free to create your holiday dinner as you free to create your holiday dinner as you 

wish. If you don’t see it on our menu wish. If you don’t see it on our menu wish. If you don’t see it on our menu 
please ASK!please ASK!please ASK!   

We will accommodate all special We will accommodate all special We will accommodate all special 
requests.requests.requests.   

Call one of our catering specialists for Call one of our catering specialists for Call one of our catering specialists for 
more details.more details.more details.   

10% 10% 10% OFF OFF OFF Any gi� card Any gi� card Any gi� card    
purchase of purchase of purchase of $50$50$50   or or or More More More un�l un�l un�l 
1/31/161/31/161/31/16   

Gi� Cards Are Also A Great Way To Start Gi� Cards Are Also A Great Way To Start Gi� Cards Are Also A Great Way To Start    
Spreading The Holiday CheerSpreading The Holiday CheerSpreading The Holiday Cheer   

       1913 Bronxdale Avenue • Bronx, NY 104621913 Bronxdale Avenue • Bronx, NY 104621913 Bronxdale Avenue • Bronx, NY 10462   
                                              T. 718.792.5956 • F. 718.430.0998T. 718.792.5956 • F. 718.430.0998T. 718.792.5956 • F. 718.430.0998   
                                                            WWW.FJPINE.COMWWW.FJPINE.COMWWW.FJPINE.COM   

Sea�ng Times: 1:00PM |3:00PM |5:00PM |7:00PMSea�ng Times: 1:00PM |3:00PM |5:00PM |7:00PMSea�ng Times: 1:00PM |3:00PM |5:00PM |7:00PM   

WWW.FJPINE.COM
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