
BY ROBERT WIRSING
A late councilwoman’s legacy 

of serving the community and the 
youth of the Bronx will live on at a 
new Van Nest elementary school.

Local elected offi cials, commu-
nity leaders as well as friends and 
family of the late Councilwoman 
Madeline Provenzano came to-
gether at ribbon cutting cere-
mony held on Friday, October 16 
to name P.S. 481 located inside the 
former St. Dominic School at 1684 
White Plains Road, in her honor.

As best expressed by princi-
pal Melissa DelliPaoli, the vision 
behind the Councilwoman Mad-
eline Provenzano Educational 
Campus is to be a school bridging 
everyone together and striving 
toward the essential components 
of the school’s mission in making 
students become life long learn-
ers and productive citizens.

She added the school’s core 
values “are to be collaborative 
with one another and to commu-

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Communities across the bor-

ough appear to have some issues 
with the de Blasio administra-
tion’s proposal to encourage af-
fordable and senior housing de-
velopments. 

East Bronx leaders are con-
cerned that if the zoning changes 
proposed by the administration, 
known as Zoning for Quality and 
Affordability and Mandatory In-

clusionary Housing, were to go 
into effect, it would increase den-
sity of communities along major 
transit lines, further taxing in-
frastructure and increasing traf-
fi c there. 

Borough leaders have ex-
pressed reservations about who 
would benefi t under the mayor’s 
mandate. 

Taken in its totality, the plan 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
An ambitious teen has asked a 

Bronx-born and raised superstar 
to develop a vehicle to expose the 
borough’s vast talent.   

Ruben Germosen, 16, of High-
bridge, has drafted an online pe-
tition asking  chart-topping mu-
sical artist, Jennifer Lopez, to 
create a recording studio and per-
forming arts program for teens 
and adults living in the Bronx. 

According to the Dreamyard 
Preparatory High School sopho-
more, his effort was inspired by 
the many Bronxites aspiring to 
make a name for themselves in 
the music industry.

“Living here, there are no op-
portunities to follow the dream 
of being a performer. You always 
have to audition outside of the 
borough, city or state to pursue 
the career you love,” he said. “It 
costs a lot going to multiple audi-
tions to get a part, so that is why I 
created this petition.”

Germosen said his petition’s 
purpose is to help bring J.Lo 
‘back to her block’ in the Boogie 
Down Bronx to create a record-
ing studio and performing arts 
program for the borough’s teens 
and adults dreaming of music su-
per stardom. 

He added Lopez frequently do-
nates to her former hometown, 
but said most Bronxites would 
like to see her do more for its resi-
dents.

Germosen added the proposed 
performing arts program would 
cover dancing, singing, rapping, 
auditions and rehearsals while 
the studio would allow perform-
ers to practice for a fee, that 
would cover the performing arts 
program’s expenses.

The petition needs at least 
1,000 signatures of supporters 
from the Bronx and New York 
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Mayor wants to undo 
zoning victories

Walk For The Cure

MIXED VIEWS 
ON HOUSING

Damaris White of Team Lincoln Hospital was one of thousands that par-
ticipated in this year’s American Cancer Society’s Making Strides Against 
Breast Cancer walk at Orchard Beach this past Sunday.

J.Lo asked 
to discover 

Bronx talent

Continued on Page 4

Van Nest school 
named for Provenzano  
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in AgeWell New York LLC through the CMS Medicare Online Enrollment Center located at www.medicare.gov.  
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��Transportation services
��Over-the-counter pre-paid cards up to $75/month
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
October is National Breast Can-

cer Awareness Month and a local 
survivor is learning much from 
fellow survivors at a support group 
program. 

Gloria McPherson, 68, of River-
dale and formerly of Van Nest and 
Longwood, says she is learning a 
great deal and experiencing emo-
tional support through the SHARE 
program at Jacobi Medical Center, 
a support group for women with 
breast and ovarian cancer. 

McPherson said that the pro-
gram, which is found not only at Ja-
cobi but also at hospitals elsewhere, 
had helped her deal with the breast 
cancer diagnosis she received in 
late 2012 and its aftermath. 

The diagnosis, she said, came as 
a surprise and a shock. 

“When I was diagnosed, it was 
like an out of body experience,” said 
McPherson, adding that it was love 
for her partner, her three children, 
adopted children and more than 30 
grandchildren that got her through 
the tough time.  

The support from her doctor 

and the medical staff at Jacobi and 
other women dealing with similar 
situations at SHARE also helped, 
she said. 

She made the heart wrenching 
decision to have a mastectomy on 
her left breast in 2013.

That experience revealed her 
inner strenghth and her commit-
ment to embracing all the good 
around her. 

“The word cancer is feared and 
it’s horrible,” she said. “I learned 
that I am fi ghter. It gave me cour-
age, and a greater zest for life.” 

McPherson volunteers for sev-
eral SHARE events at the hospi-
tal, a continuation of the volunteer 
work the retired social worker did 
on   behalf of children in the past, 
she said. 

And while what happens in the 
SHARE survivor support sessions 
are private, she can attest to their 
usefulness, she added.  

For her support of the Jacobi 
SHARE program, Making Strides 
and the American Cancer Society 
gave McPherson an award in 2014 
for her fearless fi ghting of the dis-

ease, she said. 
According to a North Bronx 

Health Network spokesman, both 
Jacobi Medical Center and North 
Central Bronx Hospital offer 
SHARE programs. 

The spokesman said that pa-
tients could let their oncology sup-
port team at either hospital know 
if they are interested in the joining 
the group.

SHARE’s stated mission is 
to create and sustain a support-
ive network and community for 
women suffering from these can-
cers.

The program brings together 
women and their families and 
friends to be with others who have 
experienced ovarian or breast can-
cer. 

The goals are to foster an op-
portunity for a better quality of life 
and health care  through empower-
ment, education and advocacy. 

Women and their families and 
support network have the opportu-
nities to exchange information, as 
well as hope, strength and support. 

SHARE was founded in 1976 by 

Dr. Eugene Thiessen, a doctor spe-
cializing in breast cancer. All ser-
vices are free of charge. 

The larger SHARE organiza-
tion also runs a toll-free hot line 
where women who are experienc-

ing breast and ovarian cancer re-
lated issues can learn more about 
handling the disease. That number 
is (866) 891-2392, with information 
available in English, Spanish and 
ten other languages.

SHARE: Empowering breast 
and ovarian cancer survivors

Gloria McPherson takes part in Jacobi Medical Center’s SHARE program. 
 Photo courtesy of Jacobi Medical Center
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COME DRESSED AS YOUR FAVORITE 80’S CHARACTER!!!! 
COSTUME CONTEST & PRIZE GIVE AWAYS 

† 
COMPLIMENTARY BUFFET / DRINK SPECIALS ALL NIGHT  

† 
$20 COVER / MUSIC BY DJ NAROTIC 

 
101 CITY ISLAND, BRONX NY 10464 TEL 718-885-2570 

SCAVELLO’S ON THE ISLAND 
PRESENTS…. 

FREESTYLE FRIGHT FEST 
FRIDAY OCTOBER 30, 2015 

DOORS OPEN @8PM 



would encourage the de-
velopment of both afford-
able and senior housing by 
granting waivers of cer-
tain parking and height re-
strictions. 

All community boards 
must render their opin-
ions to Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s offi ce by 
Thursday, November 19, 
and to the Department of 
City Planning by Monday, 
November 30. 

The comments are be-
ing gleamed to satisfy the 
city’s Uniform Land Use 
Review Procedure.

Community Board 10 
will hold a public hearing 
on the proposed zoning text 
amendments on Tuesday, 
October 27 at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Zoodohos Peghe Greek 
Church at 3573 Bruckner 
Boulevard. 

Mary Jane Musano, 
board member of the Wa-
terbury LaSalle Commu-
nity Association, urged 
the area residents to attend 
and express their views.

“We fought so long to 
get downzoning, which did 
help us,” she said. “If that 
is the direction our com-
munity wants to go, then 
the mayor’s plan is the to-
tal opposite of it.” 

John Doyle, a member 
of the East Bronx Traffi c 
Coalition, a consortium 
of civic groups concerned 
about increasing traffi c, 
stated that the plan could 
undermine the communi-
ty’s hard-fought downzon-
ing efforts.  

“The text amendments 
Mayor de Blasio has pro-
posed could very well undo 
much of rezoning efforts of 
the last two decades,” he 
said, adding that one of the 
areas that could be affected 
by the plan, Pelham Bay, is 
already having growing 
pains. 

He cited his own experi-
ence fi nding parking when 
visiting family and friends 

in that community, as well 
as the news that parents at 
P.S. 71 identifi ed the school 
as overcrowded.

East Bronx community 
activist John Marano be-
lieves all senior housing 
should have adequate on 
site parking. 

“I am totally against 
building senior housing 
and not have parking,” said 
Marano “There should be 
some kind of parking facil-
ities for at least one vehicle 
per household.” 

Bob Bieder, a com-
munity activist from 
Westchester Square and 
Zerega, is concerned that 
the mandate would lead 
to conditions where park-
ing in the Square’s com-
mercial corridor was con-
sumed by new housing 
developments. 

He said that the area 
was already seeing an in-
fl ux of new families after 
the opening P.S. 194 sev-
eral years ago.  

Before a plan like this is 
put into effect, said Bieder, 
new infrastructure needs 
to be built. 

Dr. Ian Amritt, chair-
man of Community Board 
2, thinks that the mayor’s 
plan may be well received 

throughout the city as a 
whole, but will likely be a 
non-starter in the Bronx. 

“I know that from a cen-
sus of my colleagues who 
will be voting on this at the 
borough board meeting…
it is going to get killed in 
the Bronx,” he said of the 
plan,

He said that CB 2 is in fa-
vor of supportive housing, 
but that there are concerns 
about who will benefi t from 
the new construction, and 
that some feel that it will 
not help existing commu-
nity members. 

Father Richard Gor-
man, Community Board 
12 chairman, said that he 
feels that if the adminis-
tration wants to develop af-
fordable housing, it should 
either deal with developers 
on a case-by-case basis, or 
go all out and build within 
the lines of the city’s pub-
lic housing projects once 
again.

“I think overall the 
danger with this is that 
our borough will become 
a permanently underclass 
borough,” he said, suggest-
ing that he does not be-
lieve the plan will promote 
economic diversity in the 
Bronx. 
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and currently has 114 sup-
porters, he said, 

Once this petition 
reaches its goal, Germosen 
will pen a proposal letter 
to J.Lo and her publicist 
Sunshine Sachs explaining 
why this cause is so impor-
tant and will include online 
comments supporting this 
petition and news media 
coverage as evidence of his 
claim.     

The studio’s location is 
undecided, but Germosen 
said once everything has 
been set he would like it 
to be either in Lopez’s old 
neighborhood of Castle Hill 
or in another safe neigh-
borhood.

Germosen said he has 
reached out to Lopez on 
Twitter with this proposal, 
but has yet to hear back 
from her.

If interested, visit www.

change.org/p/jennifer-lo-
pez-sunshinesachs-jenni-
fer-lopez-to-create-a-per-
forming-arts-program-and-
a-studio-in-the-bronx.

“My son is very moti-
vated and outgoing and 
whenever he sets his mind 
to something, he goes for 
it and never stops until it 
works,” expressed Leti-
cia Haskins, Germosen’s 
mother. “I support him in 
anything he puts his mind 
to and strives toward ac-
complishing and I’m very 
excited to see how his peti-
tion will turn out.”

“We see thousands of pe-
titions every day at Change.
org and it’s inspiring to see 
people creating the change 
they want to see in their 
world, whether it’s some-
thing local like Ruben’s pe-
tition or an international 
movement,” said Max 
Burns, Change.org com-

munications manager for 
North America. “Change.
org helps all of our petition 
starters by empowering 
them with a platform and 
useful tools to make their 
voices heard.”

An avid fan of R&B, 
Latin and Pop music, Ger-
mosen aspires to become a 
successful musician much 
like his idol, J.Lo, who he 
met this July in Queens af-
ter she wrapped up fi lming 
a scene for her NBC tele-
vision series, ‘Shades of 
Blue’, set to premiere next 
year.

“That was the best day 
of my life,” he expressed. 
“I asked her if I could take 
a picture with her and she 
was so nice about it telling 
me to come over to her. 

For more information 
and to stay up to date, visit 
www.jlobxmovement.wix.
com/jlobx.

Teen asks Jennifer Lopez to 
discover local Bronx talent

(l-r) Ruben Germosen with his idol, Jennifer Lopez after she fi nished fi lming a scene from her upcom-
ing NBC TV series, ‘Shades of Blue’ set to premiere next year. Photo courtesy of Ruben Germosen

from Page 1

Work fences on apartment building projects, like this one in Pel-
ham Bay on Buhre Avenue, dot the landscape in some communi-
ties, raising overdevelopment concerns once again. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Mixed view on housing plans
from Page 1
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WHAT: An MS Speaker Event 
 

WHERE:  
Zuppa Restaurant and Lounge 
59 Main Street 
Yonkers, NY 10701 
 
SPEAKER:  
Jai Perumal, MD 
Director at Nyack Hospital MS Center 
 
 

Thursday, November 5, 2015 at 6:30 PM

 
Please RSVP so we can reserve  
your seat. Use event code TR322043. 
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The New York Botanical Gar-

den is currently raising funds for 
a new facility that will expand its 
gardening education.

The Botanical Garden’s pro-
posed facility, the Edible Acad-
emy, which was originally con-
ceived in 2012, will aim to address 
childhood obesity and teach 
healthy eating habits to NYC stu-
dents and their families.

The Edible Academy, which is 
expected to be a leading garden-
based education platform once it 
is completed, will provide hands-
on activities and interactive pro-
grams that will help students, 
their families and their teachers 
learn more about growing and 
preparing healthy foods, such as 
fruits, vegetables and herbs, in a 
garden setting.

Upon its completion, the Ed-
ible Academy, which includes the 
Edible Academy Complex, will 
allow the NYBG to increase the 
number of people served annu-
ally by its edible gardening edu-
cational programs, from 50,000 
to over 100,000, provide facilities 
and educators with a broadened 
suite of educational programs, 
integrate NYBG’s local outreach 

programs such as Bronx Green-
Up and offer new NYBG-based 
education for garden volunteers. 

The Edible Academy will 
also expand the Family Garden 

from spring and summer to year 
round.

In addition, the complex, 
which incorporates the Ruth Rea 
Howell Family Garden, will in-

clude two ‘smart’ classrooms, a 
teaching greenhouse, an innova-
tive green roof, a 300-seat amphi-
theater and a solar pavilion.

“This is a great opportunity 

to spread awareness on healthy 
eating habits and to tackle child-
hood obesity in NYC, especially 
in the Bronx, which is among the 
highest rates regarding obesity 
in the country,” said Nick Leshi, 
director of public relations for 
NYBG. “This new facility will 
provide students and their fami-
lies with the tools and the knowl-
edge to lead healthier lifestyles, 
and we are thrilled that we’ve 
received great support on this 
project.” 

“By investing in our chil-
dren’s health and wellness from 
an early age, we are providing 
a solid foundation for the future 
and improving health outcomes 
for generations of New Yorkers,” 
said Senator Jeff Klein, who al-
located $1.5 million in funding 
which will go toward the con-
struction of the new campus. 

NYBG is expected to break 
ground on the Edible Academy 

in the fall of 2016. 
Construction of the facility is 

expected to be completed in the 
spring of 2018. 

Of the $26 million in funding 
needed to complete the project, 
$19 million has been secured to 
date.

NYBG plans education-based garden facility

Senator Jeff Klein (r), gathers with executive offi cer of NYBG Gregory Long and kindergarten students from P.S. 24 at the 
site. Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Bronx civilians and vet-

erans alike will salute our 
borough’s brave former and 
current service members at 
next month’s Veterans Day 
Parade in West Farms.

Hosted by the Bronx Vet-
erans Parade Task Team, 
the annual Bronx Veterans 
Day Parade in West Farms 
is set for Saturday, Novem-
ber 7 at noon with formation 
beginning a hour earlier.

According to James Wil-
son, TBVPTT president and 
Vietnam War Army vet-
eran, resource tables will 
be set up inside of Vidalia 
Park, located on East 180th 
Street, at 9 a.m. for march-
ing groups to sign up. Regis-
tration is required.

Founded in early 2014, 
TBVPTT, a non-profi t orga-
nization founded by a group 
of Bronx veterans, seeks to 
have another successful pa-
rade honoring our nation’s 
heroes and will feature vet-
erans, service members, 
local elected offi cials, com-
munity leaders, service 
organizations, marching 
bands and many associ-
ated participants coming 
together to pay tribute to 
them.

Wilson said Senator Ru-
ben Diaz, Sr., a Vietnam War 
Army veteran who joined 
the United States Armed 
Forces in 1960 and proudly 
served until completing his 

tour of duty with a Honor-
able Discharge in 1963, will 
serve as grand marshal for 
the parade.

Keeping with tradition, 
the one mile route starts at 
at East 175th Street and Cro-
tona Parkway, then heads 
north before turning right 
onto East 180th Street, con-
tinuing to the West Farms 
Soldiers Cemetery where a 
brief memorial service will 
be conducted.

Flags will be placed upon 
service members’ graves in 
honor of their bravery, ser-
vice and sacrifi ce for our 
nation.

“I feel that as a veteran, 
we couldn’t let the lives of 
our veterans who served 
go unhonored,” said Rob-
ert Walker, TBVPTT vice 
president and Vietnam War 
Navy veteran. “We wanted 
to have those who sacrifi ced 
their lives to protect ours 
recognized and this pa-
rade and memorial service 
makes people more aware of 
this day’s true purpose.” 

Following this service, 
the parade will continue 
to Vidalia Park where an 
awards ceremony starts at 2 
p.m. to honor two veterans.  

William Robertson, a 
World War II Army veteran 
and Sergeant Israel Lugo 
Jorge, a Vietnam War vet-
eran and TBVPTT execu-
tive member, will be rec-
ognized for their military 

service, Wilson said.
Walker added partici-

pants and guests can par-
take in refreshments; 
listen to live musical per-
formances from Renee Ma-
rie Testa, Elaina Makris, 
Shishy and Robert Walker; 
collect resource informa-
tion and participate in 
health screenings promot-
ing healthier living.

“This parade is a great 
way for our community to 
see that there are veterans 
still around in our neighbor-
hoods who are concerned 
for their fellow veterans and 
civilians and want to show 
their full support,” said Wil-
son. “Volunteers, both vet-
erans and civilians, have 
been calling us every week 
to help get involved in this 
parade and we are expect-
ing this to be a very success-
ful event this year.”

“We can use as much 
help as we can get with this 
parade and we welcome any-
one who wishes to volunteer 
to help us properly honor 
our borough’s veterans,” 
said Walker. 

Wilson confi rmed 
TBVPTT is still needs more 
volunteers to help and sup-
port their annual parade.

If interested in partici-
pating, contact Wilson at 
(718) 682-6154, Sergeant 
Jorge at (347) 750-3366 or 
email TBVPTTinc@aol.com 
by Wednesday, November 4. 

W. Farms Vets Day 
Parade marches on

Guy Richardson (l) and Christine Ryall of the Theodore Korony American Legion Post 253 lead the way 
at last year’s West Farms Veterans Day Parade. File Photo
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Two desperately needed 

traffi c light and crosswalk in-
stallations on Pelham Park-
way have fi nally been com-
pleted.

According to the NYC De-
partment of Transportation, 
the roadway amenities have 
offi cially been completed for 
the previous unoffi cial cross-
ings on Pelham Parkway 
North and South in attempts 
to improve pedestrian safety.

The construction for the 
improvements began this past 
summer, after DOT approved 
the installations in November 
2014 for the westbound side of 
the parkway between Pearsall 
and Throop avenues and the 
eastbound side near Narra-
gansett Avenue. 

However, the project was 
delayed for months as a result 
of the harsh winter weather, 
according to DOT.

The two traffi c lights and 
crosswalks were not the only 
safety enhancements that 
DOT added to the area. 

Pedestrian ramps and the 
removal of the guardrail on 

the eastbound side were also 
completed, which should help 
those who use the eastbound 
Bx12 stop on Pelham Parkway 
South near Narragansett Av-
enue. 

As of early October, the 
traffi c lights were offi cially 
activated, according to DOT.

“These enhancements were 
implemented to improve ac-
cess and increase safety along 
the parkway,” said a DOT 
spokesperson.

Previously, the unoffi cial 
walkway on the eastbound 
side of the parkway led to a  
guardrail that prevented pe-
destrian crossing of the park-
way. 

The guardrail has been  
partially removed so that a 
crossing can now be achieved. 

“Even though I was up-
set it took so long, I am very 
happy that the traffi c lights 
and crosswalks have been in-

stalled,” said Pelham Park-
way resident Frank Vignali, 
who fought alongside Commu-
nity Board 11 and the Morris 
Park Community Association 
to make sure this project was 
completed. 

“The DOT really went a 
step above, not just with the 
lights, but also by installing 
the pavement platforms for 
wheelchair accessibility and 
parents pushing strollers and 
carts. However, it would have 
been nice if this were com-
pleted quicker and the com-
munity didn’t have to fi ght so 
hard to get this done.”

“Before the installation 
of the crosswalks and traffi c 
lights on Pelham Parkway, 
there was no safe way to cross 
the road and cars would rou-
tinely travel well above the 
speed limit - posing a real 
threat to passersby,” said Sen-
ator Jeff Klein. 

Pelham Parkway safety 
measures installed

Before the installation 
of the crosswalks and 

traffi c lights on Pelham 
Parkway, there was no 
safe way to cross the 
road and cars would 
routinely travel well 

above the speed limit - 
posing a real threat to 

passerby.
Senator Jeff Klein

The newly installed traffi c light and cross-
walk on Pelham Parkway South near Narra-
gansett Avenue going westbound. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Waterbury LaSalle Com-

munity Association is holding 
community crafts and arts fair, 
with some of the proceeds to ben-
efi t the superstorm-battered AM-
VETS Post #38. 

The fair will feature local 
artisans, craftspeople and mu-
sicians together at the First Lu-
theran Church of Throggs Neck 
on Bruckner Boulevard on Satur-
day, November 7 from 1 to 3 p.m. 

Some of the proceeds from the 
sales that local artisans make 
will be donated to AMVETS Post 
#38 in Throggs Neck. 

The post suffered major dam-
age to its waterfront building 
from Superstorm Sandy and is 
still struggling to rebuild and get 
reimbursed by New York State for 
hefty repairs. 

The day promises to be one 
of variety that will give local 
creators the chance to showcase 
their wares, said Mary Jane Mu-
sano, WLCA board member. 

“We have different kinds of 
artists, authors and musicians,” 
she said. “The church also plans 
on doing a coffee fellowship, and 

it is just going to be a fun day.” 
The featured artists as of press 

time include three book authors, 
two acoustic guitar players, two 
photographers, as well as stained 
glass, jewelry making, mixed me-
dia, embroidery and woodwork-
ing artisans. 

One of the participants is Mu-
sano herself, who is the author of 
a recently published children’s 
Christmas picture book called 

The Littlest Jingle Bell, available 
from Tate Publishing. 

Musano described the theme 
of the book as a holiday story of 
perseverance that drew on her 
experiences working with young 
children. 

A group of artists from Locust 
Point will also be taking a table 
said Chrys Napolitano.

She is an embroidery artist 
who has a number of items she 

is going to showcase during the 
sale. 

“I am hoping that I can sell 
at least one piece so that I can 
donate some money,” said Na-
politano, who added that one 
of the great things about the 
event is that it encourages art-
ists to show their work and does 
not ask for any financial com-
mitment other than a donation 
from a portion of any sales for 

the damaged AMVETS post. 
Many other craft fairs can 

cost $50 to $200 per table, which 
can be a large investment and a 
risk for artists just starting out, 
she said. 

With the holiday season ap-
proaching, it is a great shopping 
opportunity, but it is also more, 
she indicated. 

“It is good opportunity not 
just to support local artists, but 
also to do something for out vet-
erans,” she said. 

Musano said that post is still 
in need of funds, adding that 
they have been turned down by 
the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency. 

“They have received little bits 
of money here and there, but they 
need more,” said Musano, adding 
“They deserve it.” 

Walter Rau, commander of the 
post, said he welcomes the efforts 
of the WLCA, and called it a very 
nice thing that the organization 
is doing for the vets. 

The post is still waiting on a 
dispersion of funds from the New 
York State Dormitory Authority, 
said Rau.

WLCA holds AMVETS Post repair fair

AMVETS Post 38 leaders and supporters have called on New York State to release funds for Superstorm Sandy repairs.
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Concern about pedes-

trian safety at night on 
several blocks under the 
IRT#6  el on Westchester 
Avenue has some propos-
ing new lighting. 

Councilman James 
Vacca reached out to 
the city Department of 
Transportation during 
the summer after hear-
ing complaints about 
inadequate sidewalk 
lighting after nightfall 
in Pelham Bay between 
Buhre Avenue and Mid-
dletown Road. 

The councilman 
reached out to DOT in 
June requesting ad-
ditional lighting, but 
recently received a re-
sponse from the agency 
saying that it had con-
ducted a survey and 
found the street lights 
adequate for the location 
based on the agency’s 

Division of Street Light 
standards. 

However, the agency 
advised the councilman 
it would replace two 
lights that were out. 

The councilman, un-
deterred by the decision, 
personally walked the 
stretch of streets after 
nightfall very recently, 
and saw it, or maybe he 
couldn’t see it, with his 
own eyes.

“I walked on the side-
walk from the Buhre sta-
tion to Middletown Road, 
and I found it to be very 
dark,” said the council-
man. 

“DOT has declined so 
far to make any improve-
ments, but I am going to 
write them a letter spe-
cifically detailing my 
own experience.” 

The pedestrian area 
between Pilgrim and 
Mayflower avenues is es-

pecially dim, the coun-
cilman reports, possibly 
because there are few 
commercial establish-
ments nearby. 

Councilman Vacca 
also pointed out the cur-
rent lights do not provide 
enough illumination, 
and they shine mostly 
towards the street. 

“I am on the case and 
I do believe it is an area 
that needs more light-
ing,” he said. 

Andrew Chirico, Wa-
terbury LaSalle Commu-
nity Association board 
member, said that he has 
been concerned about 
the safety of people on 
the street on Westchester 
Avenue at night, and that 
he had brought the mat-
ter to the councilman, 
who took swift action in 
reaching out to DOT. 

“It goes back to com-
mon sense,” said Chir-

ico. “If you walk around 
there at night, even 
though there are some 
street lamps, the side-
walk for pedestrians is 
very dark. We have had 
trouble elsewhere and 
we don’t want to have 
trouble with people un-
der the el being robbed 
or having any difficulty 
there.”

Chirico believes that 
one possible solution to 
the situation would be to 
install street lamp poles 
that include two lights: 
one facing the street and 
one towards the side-
walk. 

This type of lighting, 
which faces and lights 
up  the sidewalk, are 
already in use under 
the el structure along  
Westchester Avenue 
near Parkchester and 
Westcheter Square, said 
Chirico, adding that he 

has also seen them else-
where in the city. 

“It is not a new idea, 
it is one that has been 
used before and I think 
it is needed,” he said, 
adding he would like to 
see such lighting run-
ning all the way from 
Middletown Road to the 
Pelham Bay Park Sta-
tion on the IRT #6. 

Ironically, there was 
one such light in Pel-
ham Bay at the intersec-
tion of Buhre, Crosby 
and Westchester ave-
nues, outside of George’s 
Diner, until recently, 
said Chirico. 

“For the safety of 
everybody, it would 
be good either to have 
brighter lights (above 
the street’s roadway), or 
the sidewalk side of the 
street lit up with two 
lamps on the pole,” he 
said.

Vacca: Westchester Avenue needs 
better sidewalk lighting

The type of street light pictured 
above would help illuminate the 
dark sidewalk areas under the IRT 
el in Pelham Bay, Concilman Vacca 
claims. 
 Photo courtesy of Andrew Chirico

Maple Fields features:
• Spacious homes with 3 bedroom and 2.5 baths
• Open first floor design with 9’ ceilings
• Gourmet kitchen with granite countertops

• Finished recreation room
• Beautiful natural surroundings
• Easy access to I-84, I-87 and Route 17

With interest rates at historic lows, it’s easier than ever to experience the latest in townhome living at Maple 
Fields.  Act now to take advantage of these rates and  enjoy our newest phase of townhomes, offering upscale 
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nicate effi ciently within 
our community” and were 
inspired by the late coun-
cilwoman’s work.

“ C o u n c i l w o m a n 
Provenzano will be a re-
minder of what our core 
values truly represent 
and each day, her core be-
liefs of serving the com-
munity and public service 
will live on in the halls of 
our campus,” said Delli-
Paoli.

The plaque created in 
Provenzano’s honor was 
unveiled at the ceremony 
and will be displayed at 
the school inside a show-
case with memorabilia 
dedicated to the late coun-
cilwoman. 

“I can’t imagine feel-
ing any more proud of my 
mother than I do already 
and I know that she’s 
looking down on us all 
today smiling,” said Ma-
ria Provenzano. “This is 
a well deserved honor for 
her because she helped 
out so many people and 

left both the world and the 
Bronx as a much better 
place.” 

“ C o u n c i l w o m a n 
Provenzano was very 
opinionated and indepen-
dent and both of us were 
very similar in our un-
paralleled knowledge of 
city government,” shared 
Councilman Vacca. “She 
was honored by Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
and Congressman Joseph 
Crowley after she left of-
fi ce and this just goes to 
show the respect and af-
fection everyone had for 
her stretched well beyond 
her district.”

The councilman con-
fi rmed Provenzano was 
well-known for her com-
munity centric work.

She founded the now-
defunct Van Nest Senior 
Citizen Club and allocated 
millions in funds for Mat-
thew Muliner Park’s res-
toration among many 
other projects throughout 
her career, Vacca said.

“Madeline and I were 

really close and I worked 
side by side with her when 
she was chief of staff for 
Councilman Michael De-
Marco,” said Assembly-
man Michael Benedetto. 
“She was a wonderful pub-
lic servant whose main 
priorities were in educa-
tion and senior citizens’ 
issues and having this 
school named after her is 
a fi tting tribute that will 
keep her memory alive.”  

DelliPaoli said P.S. 481 
opened on September 2015 
and presently provides in-
struction for kindergar-
teners, however the cam-
pus will eventually serve 
students through grade 
fi ve, adding an additional 
grade each year, for the 
next fi ve years.

She added that as 
a STEAM school, P.S. 
481 will encompass the 
STEAM school philoso-
phy of “education based 
on the concept of science 
and technology inter-
preted through engineer-
ing and the arts based in 

mathematical elements.” 
DelliPaoli said each 

classroom is outfi tted 
with state-of-the-art Pro-
methean interactive 
white board systems and 
a computer station and 
each room is “student 
driven with the teacher 
acting as their facilita-
tor.”

“We’re unique in that 
we’re a school that’s 
very community- and 
parent-engaged and we 
really push our students 
to use their discussion 
and reading skills at an 
early age,” said Delli-
Paoli, adding. “We pro-
vide our students with 
a very warm, nurturing 
family-oriented environ-
ment and whenever any-
one walks through our 
school’s doors, they be-
come a part of our fam-
ily.”  

For more information 
about P.S. 481, contact the 
school at (718) 239-5660 
or visit www.thesteam-
bridgeschool.org.    

Van Nest school named for Provenzano  

Councilwoman Provenzano’s husband, Nathan Daniel Simmons and 
Madeline’s daughter, Maria,  embrace each other in front of a ban-
ner welcoming all to the newly established Councilwoman Madeline 
Provenzano Educational Campus last Friday. 
 Community News Group / Robert Wirsing

from Page 1

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
On the second anniversary of a 

pedestrian’s death a traffi c calm-
ing initiative was launched by the 
45th Precinct.

On Wednesday, October 21, the 
precinct, along with the Throggs 
Neck Merchants Association, held 
the action at East Tremont and 
Whittemore/Puritan avenues, at 
the location where 74-year old An-
gel Figueroa was struck by three 
cars and killed.

The traffi c calming involved 
several police offi cers from the 
45th Precinct and members of the 
TNMA distributing fl yers to driv-
ers on both sides of East Tremont 
Avenue who drove by. 

The fl yer, headlined  ‘One Death 
On Our Streets Is Too Many - Slow 
Down’, reminded motorists of the 
new 25 MPH speed limit in New 
York City unless otherwise posted 
and related the tragic incident that 
took Figueroa’s life in 2013.

Traffi c statistics on the fl yer 
pointed out that 4,000 New York-
ers are seriously injured and more 
than 250 are killed each year in 
traffi c incidents.

Pedestrians who are struck by 
vehicles traveling at 25 MPH are 

half as likely to die of their inju-
ries as pedestrians who are struck 
by vehicles at 30 MPH.

“The traffi c calming itself was 
held to keep the community mind-
ful of NYC’s traffi c laws and to re-
mind them that when these laws 

aren’t followed, tragic instances 
can occur, such as the one that took 
place at this location two years,” 
said Ed Angelino, vice president of 
the TNMA.

“This traffi c calming was a re-
sponse to the unfortunate event 

that took place here and was held 
not just to remind motorists, but 
also pedestrians, that they must 
obey all traffi c laws so we (the 
community) can decrease these in-
stances and hopefully reduce that 
number to zero,” said John Cerini, 

TNMA treasurer, who also passed 
out fl yers to motorists. 

“Drivers going the speed limit 
and pedestrians walking within 
the lines of the crosswalk are two 
steps we can take to make our 
lives safer.”

“I applaud Mayor de Blasio 
for his traffi c calming initiatives 
through Vision Zero because it in-
creases awareness on this issue,” 
said Assemblyman Michael Bene-
detto. “Vehicles can be killing 
machines and there are too many 
people who drive over the speed 
limit and ignore other traffi c reg-
ulations in NYC. As we know, the 
end result of instances involving 
motorists who don’t obey these 
laws can be deadly for the pedes-
trian and the driver.” 

Figueroa had parked his car on 
East Tremont Avenue. As he was 
crossing the street, he was struck 
by a red Dodge SUV traveling 
northbound. 

He was then hit by two more 
cars before hitting the street, iron-
ically, under a 25 MPH speed sign. 

He was pronounced dead at the 
scene from severe body trauma.

Community Board 10 was also 
involved in the initiative.

45th, TNMA advise motorists to slow down

(l-r) Sergeant Leon McGuire, TNMA vice president Ed Angelino, TNMA treasurer and past president John Cerini, and police 
offi cers Hannah Rahn, Lesya Zazdravnaya and Neil Anderson survey the street calming area. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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WHAT: An MS Speaker Event 

WHERE:  
Morton's Grille 
233 Park Avenue South 
New York, NY 10003 

SPEAKER:  
Jai Perumal, MD 
Director at Nyack Hospital MS Center 

Tuesday, October 27, 2015 at 6:30 PM
 
Please RSVP so we can reserve  
your seat. Use event code TR324478. 
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