
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 39th Annual Bronx Colum-

bus Day Parade, an event that is 
part of the fabric of community 
life in the borough, was celebrated 
with fanfare on Sunday. 

The multi-cultural celebration 
which doubles as a show of Italian-
American pride made its way on 
Morris Park Avenue from White 
Plains to Williamsbridge roads 
on Sunday, October 11, with par-
ticipants from local schools, civic 
groups and the arena of politics 
taking part in the festivities. 

The parade was something of 
a homecoming for its grand mar-
shal, Mario Cilento, president of 
the New York State AFL-CIO. 

He recalled marching in one 
the earliest parades, about 35 
years ago, with the Pelham Park-
way Little League, where his fa-
ther was a volunteer. 

“I am very proud as an Italian-

American, as a labor leader repre-
senting the labor movement, and 
certainly proud as someone who 
grew up here,” he said shortly 
before the march began, adding 
that being back marching in the 
parade as part of his job was like 
coming full circle and almost a 
surreal moment for him. 

Cilento said he was quite proud 
of his Italian-American roots, and 
that they had served him well as 
in his chosen career as a labor 
leader.

“Our Italian-American heri-
tage is about family, and the prin-
ciples of the labor movement, 
which is about unity and solidar-
ity, basically refl ect everything 
we grew up to understand and be-
lieve,” said Cilento. 

The honorary grand marshal, 
Josephine Fanelli, principal of St. 
Theresa School in Pelham Bay, 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
One night, Reverend Kenneth 

Whitney was exiting his apart-
ment’s elevator at the ground fl oor 
when his son, J. R., attacked him 
with a six-inch steel pipe striking 
the reverend three times in his rib 
cage before he was able to be re-
strained. 

“I held onto that pipe with all of 
my might,” the reverend said, add-
ing. “All I knew was that wasn’t 
my son. I didn’t want to hurt my 
child, but I didn’t want him to hurt 
me either. I don’t know what was 
worst, being attacked by my son or 
the actual blows themselves.”

That bizarre occurrence was 
caused by a young man under the 
infl uence of K2, synthetic mari-
juana. 

Elected offi cials, health ex-
perts, city and state agency offi -
cials and parents are demanding 
to permanently ‘snub out’ syn-
thetic marijuana.  

The fi rst-ever New York sum-
mit on the substance  gave power-
ful insight into the battle against 
this dangerous lab-manufactured 
drug, along with personal ac-
counts about those affected by this 
ongoing epidemic.

On Friday, October 9, Senator 
Jeff Klein hosted New York’s fi rst 
summit on synthetic marijuana 
and convened with top offi cials, 
health experts, city and state 
agency offi cials to discuss strate-
gies to combat K2 such as educa-
tional public service announce-
ments and the introduction of new 
laws.

Moderated by the senator, last 
Friday’s summit featured real-life 
accounts from parents of children 
affected by synthetic cannabinoid 
use and panel representatives 
from the DEA; FBI; NYPD; New 
York State and City Department of 
Health; NYC Health and Hospitals 
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MP man spent 5 days in locked bathroom

MYSTERIOUS 
DEATH PROBED

CNG Makes Pink Paper Contribution
In the fi ght together: (l-r) Community News Group vice-president of adver-
tising Ralph D’Onofrio, president Jen Goodstein, Nancy Colt, senior repre-
sentative for community engagement for the American Cancer Society in 
Brooklyn and Staten Island, and Courier publisher Cliff Luster celebrate 
the proceeds from our October 2 Pink Paper issue, which was donated 
to the American Cancer Society to raise awareness for breast cancer.  
The second annual Pink issue, which was printed on pink paper, featured 
stories honoring volunteers in Brooklyn, Queens, Manhattan, and the 
Bronx, whose hard work and sacrifi ce makes an extraordinary difference 
in the lives of those fi ghting breast cancer. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
AND ROBERT WIRSING

Police are searching for an-
swers in the mysterious death of a 
Montefi ore worker at Weiler Hos-
pital.

Anthony Iuso, 44, of Haight 
Avenue, according to published 
reports went to have his fi nger 
treated in the emergency depart-
ment on Thursday, October 1 and 
was found dead the following Mon-

day inside a locked third-fl oor 
bathroom.

As of press time, a representa-
tive from the New York City Medi-
cal Examiner’s Offi ce explained 
that no cause had been determined 

in Iuso’s death and it is still be in-
vestigated.

Police had  fi led a missing per-
son report on Iuso prior to him be-
ing discovered inside the hospital 

Summit 
to stop 

synthetic pot

Continued on Page 4

39th Columbus Day 
parade a success
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The 8th Annual Dr. Edward S. Greenwald  
Breast and Cervical Screening Event

Co-pays will apply for those with insurance; all exams are free for women without insurance

When was your last mammogram or Pap smear?

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A father and son team have been cap-

turing the Bronx’ changing scenery on 
canvas for more than three decades.

William P. Folchi (1922-1992) and his 
son  John, produced  Bronx landscapes in 
several different mediums.

William’s  artwork focused mainly on 
the Bronx’ urbanized streetscape, inspired 
by the world he observed daily outside an 
automotive shop, where he worked.    

Many of William’s oil paintings de-
pict Bronx scenes of Morris Park, Pelham 
Parkway and Williamsbridge during a 
fi ve year period, from 1956 to 1960. He also 
built the frames for his pieces.

In 2012, another son William O. Folchi, 
rediscovered the art, that had been stored 
in the basement of his parent’s home at 
1927 Yates Avenue.

 The artwork captures  Bronx neigh-
borhoods during a more innocent period, 
before they became fully developed. 

In one piece, Williamsbridge Road, at 
the corner of Lydig Avenue, still sports a 
few vacant lots.

John Folchi who earned a BFA and MA 
from Lehman College in 1979 and, like 
his dad, studied Fine Arts at the Art Stu-
dents’ League, took a similar approach, 
but choose an abstract style  to interpret 
the surrounding urban landscape.

John has used gas and water street and 

sidewalk vaults and cement as mediums 
to create his subject matter. 

He is particularly drawn to subjects 
that are rusted or weathered. 

John‘s technique is often aided by 
his camera, working from the stills he 
takes, while his father’s work was usually 
crafted on site.

According to John, there was no deny-
ing that his father had a big infl uence on 
him as an artist.

“The fi rst time I saw my father paint 
something - it was like magic,” said John, 
whose work has exhibited at various gal-
leries in Brooklyn, Queens and Rhode Is-
land. “To see him create something from 

nothing was amazing and it defi nitely 
sparked my interest.”

“To have two generations of artwork 
based on the Bronx, by a father and son, 
is a wonderful thing and I hope that these 
paintings can serve as a reminder for 
how much the Bronx has changed in 50 
years.”

Both William and John’s artwork of 
the Bronx are currently being exhibited 
at the Derfner Judaica Museum and the 
Art Collection at Hebrew Home at River-
dale until Sunday, January 31, 2016. 

The exhibit is located in the Elma and 
Milton A. Gilbert Pavilion Gallery.

Bronx streetscape inspires father-son artwork

John Folchi stands next to one of his painting in his ‘Gas and Water Plate Series’. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

John Folchi stands next to Williamsbridge Road-
related artwork painted by his late father, Wil-
liam. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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COME DRESSED AS YOUR FAVORITE 80’S CHARACTER!!!! 
COSTUME CONTEST & PRIZE GIVE AWAYS 

† 
COMPLIMENTARY BUFFET / DRINK SPECIALS ALL NIGHT  

† 
$20 COVER / MUSIC BY DJ NAROTIC 

 
101 CITY ISLAND, BRONX NY 10464 TEL 718-885-2570 

SCAVELLO’S ON THE ISLAND 
PRESENTS…. 

FREESTYLE FRIGHT FEST 
FRIDAY OCTOBER 30, 2015 

DOORS OPEN @8PM 



bathroom, a fact confi rmed 
by a NYPD spokesman on 
Friday, October 2. 

According to the NYPD 
spokesman, their investiga-
tion into his death is also 
ongoing.  Foul play has not 
been ruled out. 

Reaction in the commu-
nity ranged from disbelief 
to outrage upon learning of 
the incident.

Jeremy Warneke, Com-
munity Board 11 district 
manager, questioned how 
often the bathrooms at the 
hospital were cleaned, if 
Iuso was indeed locked in-
side of one for fi ve days.

“People want to know 
what happened,” he said, 
adding. “Did he fall ill and 
pass out?”

Al D’Angelo, who sits on 
the community advisory 
board for Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine, ex-
pressed disbelief that Iuso 
was not discovered sooner. 

“You have a cleaning 
crew who are supposed to 
be doing their jobs,” said 
D’Angelo. “If the bathroom 
is occupied, then you come 
back and clean it when it’s 
not.”

Tony Signorile, Mor-
ris Park Community Asso-
ciation president, also ex-
pressed dismay because the 
incident seemed to suggest 
that at least some of Einstein 
Weiler’s staff members were 
not very attentive.

“I feel for the family and 
on behalf of the Morris Park 
Community Association we 

extend our condolences,” he 
said, adding. “Someone has 
to hang for this...something 
is wrong when a person is 
missing in a bathroom for 
fi ve days.”

Signorile said that this 
incident may be an indica-
tor of broader managerial 
issues at the hospital espe-
cially in light of Legionella 
found in six of Einstein’s 
cooling towers. 

Legionella was not dis-
covered specifi cally in any 
of Weiler’s cooling towers, 
but the hospital is next door 
to Einstein, also a Mon-
tefi ore facility.

“I’m very upset here and 
I want the elected offi cials 
to follow up on this,” he 
said, adding. “Montefi ore 
supports the community, 
but this needs to be looked 
into.”

Silvio Mazzella, who sits 
on the community advisory 
board for Albert Einstein 

College of Medicine, said 
the group had been speak-
ing to the hospital and were 
requesting meetings regard-
ing Iuso’s death, Legion-
naires’ disease and the col-
lege’s pending full merger 
with Einstein.

“I don’t understand that 
one at all,” he said of Iuso’s 
death. “(Iuso’s tragic pass-
ing) is something they need 
to explain or be held ac-
countable for.”

Frank Agovino, who is 
part of Einstein’s commu-
nity advisory board, said 
shortly after Iuso was dis-
covered “we just don’t know 
what happened at the mo-
ment” and added that he and 
the other board members 
plan to discuss this with the 
hospital board at a meeting 
set for later in October.

Montefi ore declined to 
comment further on Iuso’s 
death aside from an already 
prepared statement.

“The staff at Montefi ore 
are extremely saddened to 
learn that one of our em-
ployees has passed away 
and their hearts go out to 
the family, friends and co-
workers. There is an on-
going investigation being 
conducted by the NYPD and 
Montefi ore regarding Iuso’s 
death.”

According to published 
reports, Iuso, the father of 
an adult daughter, was em-
ployed as a maintenance 
worker at Weiler Hospital 
and had previously served 
as an Emergency Medical 
Technician. 
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Corporation; NYC Depart-
ment of Homeless Services 
and agents from the Bronx, 
Kings, Queens, Manhattan 
and Richmond District At-
torney’s offi ces.

Law enforcement offi -
cials revealed this multi-
agency approach has 
worked very well and police 
have seized over 10,000 K2 
packets in New York this 
year.

Health offi cials reported 
that NYC-run hospitals have 
seen over a thousand emer-
gency room visits related to 
K2 use in September 2015 
with Bellevue, Elmhurst, 
Harlem, Jacobi, Lincoln, 
Metropolitian and Wood-
hull hospitals are handling 
a total of 150 emergency 
room visits per week.

Klein discussed his ‘K.O. 
K2’ campaign in which more 
than 1,700 Bronx bodegas 
pledged not to sell synthetic 
marijuana to customers 
and his ‘The Online Smoke 
Shop’ report uncovering the 
emerging K2 online market 

on such sites as eBay, Craig-
slist and Backpage. 

Klein said the agencies 
were successful in having 
Craigslist cease these drug 
sales, but are still working 
on having other websites 
stop this dangerous trade.

The panels also dis-
cussed a series of bills 
passed by the City Council 
banning the sale of K2 and 
imposing criminal penal-
ties for violations, mandate 
the suspension of a licensed 
cigarette dealer’s license 
and create a mandatory re-
vocation for a second viola-
tion and allow courts to is-
sue restraining and closing 
orders against premises 
founded to be repeat offend-
ers of this K2 prohibition 
under the Nuisance Abate-
ment Law.

Currently, possession 
and selling of K2 is consid-
ered a violation against the 
NYS Sanitary Code. Stores 
are subject to $250 in fi nes 
per packet.

The panels wishes to 
add an analog statute to the 

state’s controlled substances 
law making any analog of a 
Controlled 1 or 2 substance 
illegal, but it must still be 
approved by the NYS As-
sembly. 

They plan to have K2 
considered a Controlled 2 
substance since it can make 
users physically and psy-
chologically dependent.

Many parents related 
their own heartbreaking ac-
counts involving K2, includ-
ing Deidre Canaday.

She lost her 26-year 
old son, Aaron Stinson, to 
synthetic marijuana and 
shared her heartbreaking 
experience with everyone 
present.

“My story doesn’t have 
a happy ending, my only 
son died,” expressed Cana-
day, adding. “No parent en-
visions the future of their 
child to be tragically cut 
short in such a senseless 
manner by a poisonous 
product and when you lose 
your child, you lose all of 
your hopes and dreams you 
ever had for them.”

Morris Park neighborhood questions 
mysterious death of resident

Anthony Iuso

Summit held to stop the spread of 
synthetic marijuana

(L-r) Public Advocate Letitia James; Senator David Valesky; Senator Jeff Klein; Dr. Chares Barron, In-
terim Medical Director of Behavioral Health at HHC; Commissioner Mary Travis Basset, NYC Depart-
ment of Health & Human Services and Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson listen to parents recounting 
their experiences with K2 affecting their families. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

from Page 1
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Seriously, choosing a  
Medicare Advantage Plan is not easy.
We work hard to make it easier.  

AgeWell New York LLC is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in AgeWell  
New York LLC depends on contract renewal. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more  
information contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copayments/
coinsurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium unless paid for by the state medical  
assistance program. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the  
plan for further details. This information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or (TTY/ TDD) 
1-800-662-1220 seven days a week from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern time or visit agewellnewyork.com. Medicare beneficiaries may also enroll  
in AgeWell New York LLC through the CMS Medicare Online Enrollment Center located at www.medicare.gov.  
H4922_AWNY_4002_16_FILE & USE 08312015

$0
��Dental and vision care/hearing 
��Transportation services
��Over-the-counter pre-paid cards up to $75/month

We’re here for your call.

AgeWell New York LLC is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in AgeWell
New York LLC depends on contract renewal. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more
information contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copay-
ments/coinsurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium unless paid for by the state medical 
assistance program. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the
plan for further details. This information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or (TTY/ TDD)
1-800-662-1220 seven days a week from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern time or visit agewellnewyork.com. Medicare beneficiaries may also enroll
in AgeWell New York LLC through the CMS Medicare Online Enrollment Center located at www.medicare.gov.
H4922_AWNY_MAR16_4002 File & Use 10042015

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A stain on the Pelham Bay com-

munity was washed cleaned by a 
group of volunteers. 

The 45th Precinct, Senator Jeff 
Klein’s offi ce, the Waterbury-La-
Salle Community Association, and 
the Pelham Bay Taxpayers and 
Community Association all partici-
pated in a cleanup of second-story 
graffi ti located above businesses on 
Crosby and Hobart avenues on Sat-
urday, October 10. 

The cleanup included a scissor 
lift procured by the senator that 
allowed volunteers to reach the 
second-story mess near the IRT#6 
tracks. 

“This is something that means a 
lot to communities; we have commu-
nities that I consider jewels of the 
Bronx and we are very concerned 
about our quality of life,” said Sena-
tor Klein of the cleanup, adding “If 
you let things go, like graffi ti and 
quality of life issues, the area de-
teriorates and more serious crime 
comes about very quickly.” 

Mary Jane Musano, a leader of 

the WLCA, said that when 45th Pre-
cinct graffi ti coordinator, police of-
fi cer Frank Malafronte, called her 
and told about the graffi ti cleanup, 
she was pleasantly surprised to see 
that ground level graffi ti had all 
but disappeared from Waterbury 
LaSalle. 

“I could not fi nd ground level 
graffi ti at all in Waterbury LaSalle,” 
she said. “The little graffi ti that we 
did fi nd was very limited and it was 
up high, and I think that shows we 
are accomplishing something.” 

Graffi ti cleanups have been on-
going in the local area, and she 
believes they are having an effect, 
she said, adding it does not seem 
like the graffi ti is coming back, and 
there could be several reasons. 

Because of the lack of ground-
level graffi ti in Waterbury-LaSalle 
and Pelham Bay, the group turned 
its attention to second fl oor-graffi ti 
on and near Crosby, Westchester 
and Hobart avenues in the heart of 
Pelham Bay’s commercial corridor. 

Among the sites cleaned were 
second fl oors along Crosby and Ho-

bart avenues that had second fl oors 
covered in the scrawl, said Michele 
Torrioni, president of the Pelham 
Bay Taxpayers and Community As-
sociation. 

“When you go on the train, you 
can see it,” she said of the above 
ground-level graffi ti concerns in 
Pelham Bay, adding “We want to 
try to have another graffi ti cleanup 
(like this), because it takes a long 
time, and you need a cherry picker 
(to reach the second fl oor).” 

Both Senator Klein and Captain 
Danielle Raia, 45th Precinct com-
manding offi cer, stopped by to take 

part in the cleanup, as did prolifi c 
graffi ti cleaner and community ac-
tivist John Provetto, who was de-
scribed by Senator Klein as a god-
send in terms of his work cleaning 
the vandalism in local communi-
ties, and said had words of praise 
for Offi cer Malafronte’s work. 

When asked about his partici-
pating in graffi ti cleanups, Senator 
Klein said that it predates his tak-
ing offi ce in 1995, and that he has 
been involved in hundreds. He in-
dicated that he believes that they 
work. 

“The vandals certainly don’t 

like coming back time and time 
again, said the senator. “They get 
tired and they stop, or we catch 
them through local law enforce-
ment.” 

Torrioni also indicated that she 
believes that cleanups are worth-
while. 

“One of the main things about 
graffi ti is that people always say is 
to cover it immediately, she said. 
“To tell you the truth, I think when 
you cover it right away, it is a deter-
rent. I am not saying that (the van-
dals) don’t come back, but it is a de-
terrent.”

Vols reach new 
heights in graffi ti war

(l-r) Police offi cer Frank Malafronte, 45th Precinct captain Danielle Raia, Senator Jeff Klein, and volunteer John Marano 
stand at one of the cleanup sites, above a commercial shopping area at Hobart and Westchester avenues. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin
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WHAT: An MS Speaker Event 
 

WHERE:  
Zuppa Restaurant and Lounge 
59 Main Street 
Yonkers, NY 10701 
 
SPEAKER:  
Jai Perumal, MD 
Director at Nyack Hospital MS Center 
 
 

Thursday, November 5, 2015 at 6:30 PM

 
Please RSVP so we can reserve  
your seat. Use event code TR322043. 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Bronxites craving a 

good scare this Hallow-
een should consider visit-
ing Westchester Square 
for the 2nd Annual Hal-
loween at the Square.

Hosted by Council-
man James Vacca and the 
Westchester Square Busi-
ness Improvement Dis-
trict, the 2nd Annual Hal-
loween at the Square will 
held on Saturday, October 
31 from 5 to 8 p.m. at 2700 
E. Tremont Avenue on the 
corner of St. Raymond Av-
enue.

This frighteningly fun 
event will feature a much 
larger haunted house at-
traction, hayrides around 
Owen Dolen Park, live 
music, candy and a chil-
dren’s costume contest 
for best costume ages fi ve 
through 12.

Lisa Sorin, Westchester 
Square BID executive di-
rector, said last year’s 
Halloween at the Square 
was a huge success wit-

nessing nearly 600 guests 
in attendance and the BID 
plans to expand upon this 
surprising accomplish-
ment.

“One of the most popu-
lar attractions last year 
was our haunted house. 
It was a large white tent 
that many people weren’t 
expecting to have the 
quality scares it had,” 
said Sorin. “Our haunted 
house had everything 
from ghosts and goblins 
to scary clowns and there 
was a lot of screaming and 
fun being had in there.”

“Frankie’s Carnival did 
a spectacular job building 
it and we’re very happy 
to be working with them 
again this year,” she said. 
“We’ve doubled the size of 
both our haunted house 
and our house’s staff this 
year because it literally 
takes a village to get all of 
these people scared.”

Sorin said the haunted 
house located inside of 
Owen Dolan Park will fea-

ture eight different walk-
throughs with a surprise 
lurking behind every cor-
ner and guests can visit 
the attraction as many 
times as their hearts can 
stand.

The free event’s iconic 
horse-drawn hay ride 
throughout the neighbor-

hood returns this year 
and will be stationed out-
side of the park.

Sorin said the hay ride 
can hold 20 people at a time 
and will travel on Lane 
Avenue, passing through 
Benson Street and return-
ing to Owen Dolen Park.

Children ages fi ve to 12 

can compete at a costume 
contest where victors can 
earn Visa gift cards.

Expected to return 
this year is the wildly en-
joyable Michael Jackson’s 
‘Thriller’ dance compe-
tition that everyone can 
participate in, Sorin said.

The BID will also be 
distributing about 400 
bags of candy to children 
who attend the 2nd An-
nual Halloween at the 
Square while supplies 
last, she added.

“Last year was the very 
fi rst year we held Hallow-
een at the Square and it 
was a very well attended 
event and we hope to have 
even more people attend 
this year,” said Council-
man Vacca. 

“We wanted to build 
upon the success of last 
year which brought out 
many children and their 
families for a night of 
safe, fun activities condu-
cive to the spirit of Hal-
loween,” the councilman 

added. “Events like Hal-
loween at the Square are 
important because they 
promote fun, safe activi-
ties for children while por-
traying the season of Hal-
loween in a positive light 
and brings in many peo-
ple who can help promote 
Westchester Square’s lo-
cal businesses.”

“I attended last year’s 
Halloween at the Square 
and I thought it was a 
very creative and profes-
sionally organized event. 
The haunted house was 
exceptionally well done, 
I was constantly looking 
over my shoulder while 
I was walking through 
it not knowing what to 
expect next,” shared the 
councilman who was the 
haunted house’s very fi rst 
client.

For more information 
or to help volunteer for 
Halloween at the Square, 
contact the Sorin at (718) 
597-4629 or visit www.ws-
bid.org.

2nd Annual Halloween at the Square 

Councilman Vacca (3rd on left) had a scary good time making some 
new friends at last year’s Halloween at the Square co-hosted by 
the Westchester Square Business Improvement District. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman James Vacca’s Offi ce



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Residents want drivers to stay on 

their side of the line and have asked the 
local councilman to help them make it 
happen. 

Councilman James Vacca is calling 
on the NYC Department of Transpor-
tation to re-paint double yellow lines 
on Country Club Road between Mac-
Donough Place and Stadium Avenue 
after the lines faded from the center of 
the roadway because of years of wear.

Vacca said that local residents in the 
area asked him to survey the street, 
and that he has reached out DOT to rec-
tify the situation. 

“Country Club Road is a narrow, 
swerving street with parking on both 
sides and it is also a bus route, and most 
of the yellow lines are missing,” said 
Vacca. “What happens is that drivers 
on both sides are crossing what would 
have been the yellow line, and there is 
no guidance for them.”

He questioned Polly Trottenberg, 
city Department of Transportation 
commissioner, about the procedure for 
replacing double yellow lines at a re-
cent City Council Transportation Com-

mittee meeting, specifically citing the 
Country Club Road situation, he said. 

Vacca said he also reached out to the 
agency and got a written response back 
stating that they would address the 
matter by the end of 2015. 

But, Vacca said that he believes that 
if the road marking is not done soon, 
it will have to wait until well into 2016 
because of cold weather and snow and 
ice making roadwork not feasible. 

Country Club Civic Association 
president Michael McNerney said that 
much of the double yellow lines have 
not been visible for years and that they 
need to be repainted along this stretch 
of road, but that even more could be 
done. 

“I feel that having them replaced 
with fresh paint would allow driv-
ers the opportunity to see that they 
either on the right wrong side of the 
road,” he said, adding “I would also 
like to see signs that say ‘slow down,’ 
‘stay in your lane’ and ‘new speed 
limit 25 miles per hour,’ placed in both 
the westbound and eastbound direc-
tions.”

There have been numerous docu-

mented accidents along this part of 
Country Club Road over the years, 
said McNerney, including those in-
volving parked and moving cars.

“It is our hope that (this situation) 
gets rectified to prevent any further 
damage to property or potential harm 
for motorists who travel down this 
roadway,” said the civic association 

president. 
Charles Palumbo, a Country Club 

resident, pointed out the road’s prob-
lem. 

“It is a narrow two-way street, and 
a lot of times you get buses coming one 
way and vehicles coming in the other 
direction, and it is close,” he said, add-
ing “It is a heavily trafficked area.” 
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Vacca: paint Country 
Club Road lines

Councilman James Vacca points to where there were once clear double yellow lines on Country Club 
Road.

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A non-profi t organiza-

tion is collaborating with 
others to beautify neigh-
borhoods in the Bronx, 
one storefront gate at a 
time.

501 See Streets, a non-
profi t organization that fo-
cuses on painting murals 
with street artists and lo-
cal business improvement 
districts on storefront 
gates to revitalize dif-
ferent neighborhoods in 
NYC, is doing just that in 
the Bronx.

The organization, 
which has been paint-
ing murals and creating 
street art in the Bronx 
since July 2014, recently 
collaborated with the 
Kingsbridge BID on two 
mural projects. 

The two murals were 
painted on storefront 
gates at Children’s Learn-
ing Company Preparatory 
Academy, located at 212 
W. 233rd Street, and Cam-
bridge Podiatry Center, lo-

cated 259 W. 231st Street.
Both murals at this 

site depict recreation, 
including fl owers, grass, 
trees and a butterfl y. 

The mural in front of 
the Cambridge Podiatry 
Center thematically de-
picts two feet placed in a 
fl owery, grassy area. 

The non-profi t orga-
nization also partnered 
with Mr. McGoo’s Pub 
for another mural in 
Kingsbridge.

Along with the Kings-
bridge BID, 501 See 
Street also collaborated 
with a number of up and 
coming street artists, in-
cluding Giannina ‘Gia’ 
Gutierrez, among others, 
which made the project 
even more exciting for 
those who were involved

“This is an exciting 
and interesting project,” 
said Katherine Broihier, 
executive director at the 
Kingsbridge BID. “The 
(Kingsbridge) BID is al-
ways looking for differ-

ent ways to revitalize the 
neighborhoods in this 
area. This experiment 
has been a success since 
it began and we are hop-

ing that it will continue to 
catch on, especially with 
the increase in pedes-
trian traffi c in the area at 
night.”

501 See Street’s fi rst 
project, in collaboration 
with the 161st Street BID, 
was a series of New York 
Yankees ballplayer mu-
rals right near Yankee 
Stadium. 

Since then, the mu-
ralists have painted in 
Brooklyn and Queens 
along with other loca-
tions in Bronx, including 
Westchester Square, in 
partnership with the BID, 
and Fordham-Bedford, in 
partnership with the 52nd 
Precinct. 

In the near future, 501 
See Streets plans to paint 
more murals for busi-
nesses in Melrose and Van 
Nest, along with Mount 
Vernon in Westchester 
County.

“The intention of these 
mural projects is to bring 
some joy and happiness 
to Bronx residents, help 
small businesses thrive 
and replace graffi ti with 
community art while 
taking steps to improve 

police-community rela-
tions,” said Noah Sheroff, 
executive director of 501 
See Streets. “The Bronx 
has been very recep-
tive to these projects and 
frankly, I love working 
here. The Bronx is a beau-
tiful borough that more 
people need to experience 
and it been great to have 
Katherine and the Kings-
bridge BID supporting us 
- they have been very help-
ful and a pleasure to work 
with.”

“This is a great expe-
rience for me - everybody 
in the neighborhood is so 
nice and friendly,” said 
Gutierrez, who helped 
paint multiple storefront 
gates in the area. “Kath-
erine (and the BID) have 
been super supportive and 
it’s been great collaborat-
ing with them on these 
projects.”

For more information 
on 501 See Streets and 
their upcoming projects, 
go to 501seestreets.org

Non-profi t collabs with BID for mural projects

The mural at Children’s Learning Company Preparatory Academy, 
located at 212 W. 233rd Street, depicts recreation, iblooming fl ow-
ers, trees and a butterfl y. Photo courtesy of 501 See Streets
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Real Results!

said that being honored in 
this way seemed a valida-
tion of all the work she has 
done with children over the 
past 28 years in Archdio-
cese of New York schools.

“It is great to be recog-
nized by the Morris Park 
Community Association,” 
she said just before the pa-
rade started, adding that 
the honor was wonderful 
and, at the same time, a lit-
tle overwhelming. 

She, Cilento, and Miss 
Columbus Bianca Mastropi-
etro made their way along 
the parade route in Jeeps. 

The parade commit-
tee honored local business 
leader Joseph Lucchese 
of Joseph A. Lucchese Fu-
neral Home on Morris Park 
Avenue. 

Among the elected of-
fi cials marching were 
Mayor de Blasio, Public 
Advocate Letitia James, 
state Comptroller Thomas 
DiNapoli, city Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer, Borough 

President Ruben Diaz Jr., 
Senator Jeff Klein, Assem-
blyman Mark Gjonaj and 
Councilman James Vacca. 

Public Advocate James 
said that the parade is an 
opportunity to celebrate the 
contributions of Columbus 
and Italian-Americans. 

Senator Klein, who 
sponsored a pre-parade 
breakfast at St. Dominic’s 

Church, said that he be-
lieved that he attended 
the parade for 30 straight 
years, and that he used to 
attend it with his father. 

“This is not only a 
celebration of Italian 
American heritage, he 
said, adding “It is also a 
celebration of the Morris 
Park community.”

It has always been a 

tight knit community and 
one where the people look 
out for one another, the 
senator explained, and he 
offered words of praise for 
the job the Morris Park 
Community Association 
and parade coordinator 
Tony Signorile do every 
year. 

He added that the pa-
rade had grown into the 

second largest Columbus 
celebration in New York 
State, a comment that Si-
gnorile echoed. 

The parade coordina-
tor pointed out the parade 
is just one of the many ac-
tivities of the Morris Park 
Community Association, 
from the Christmas and 
holiday lights to its patrol 
program. 

The parade on Morris Park Avenue celebrating Columbus, Italian-American heritage, and the multicultural communities of the Bronx was 
held on Sunday, October 11. Photo by Edwin Soto

39th Columbus Day parade a success
from Page 1

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Three decades strong, the 

31st Annual Throggs Neck 
Veterans Day Parade contin-
ues to soldier on in time for 
next month’s celebration.

Keeping with tradition, 
this celebration of our na-
tion’s veterans begins with 
Senator Jeff Klein’s annual 
Veterans Day Breakfast held 
at the Villa Barone Manor.

Set prior to the parade, 
the Veterans Day Breakfast 
is scheduled from 9 to 11 a.m. 
and is free for all to attend, 
however guests are asked to 
RSVP beforehand.

“Military service mem-
bers, both past and present, 
represent the backbone of 
this country and are a refl ec-
tion of America’s rich his-
tory, diversity and unyield-
ing commitment to freedom 
and democracy,” said Sena-
tor Klein. “These brave men 
and women put their lives 
on the line to protect us ev-
eryday and this veterans 
breakfast is just a small way 
of us giving back to them,” he 
added.

The parade is set for Sun-
day, November 8 at noon and 
will step off between East 
Tremont and Lafayette av-
enues.

According to Gene De-
Francis, TNVDP public re-
lations director, this year’s 
parade theme is the 50th 
Anniversary of the Vietnam 
War serving as a welcome 
home to our borough’s many 
Vietnam veterans.

The parade will continue 
until 2 p.m. concluding at Bi-
centennial Veterans Memo-
rial Park where a ceremony 
honoring this year’s grand 
marshal and honorary grand 
marshals will take place.

According to DeFrancis, 
Lieutenant Colonel Floyd 
Carter, a Tuskegee Airman 
veteran who served during 
in World War II, Korea and 
Vietnam has been appointed 
as this year’s grand mar-
shal.

A Tuskegee Institute 
graduate, Lieutenant Colonel 
Carter’s served as a naviga-
tor, pilot and instructor pi-
lot as well as participating 

in the Berlin Airlift and Ko-
rean Confl ict.

In addition to his service 
in WWII and Korea, Lieu-
tenant Colonel Carter fl ew 
missions in support of the 
Vietnam War as a squadron 
commander of the 732nd 
Military Airlift Squadron at 
McGuire Air Force base in 
1971 until his retirement in 
1974.

In 2007, Lieutenant Colo-
nel Carter was one of 200 
Tuskegee Airmen awarded 
the Congressional Gold 
Medal of Honor by former 
president George W. Bush.

Honorary grand mar-
shals for the 2015 parade in-
clude Robert ‘Coz’ Eraneazio, 
Ray Karta, Maurice Powers, 
James Cerasoli, Cornelius 
Wallace, Robert Fritz, John 
Laguna and Angelo ‘Jerry’ 
Gerardi, according to De-
Francis.

“We’re proud and hon-
ored to hold this parade ev-
ery year in honor of our vet-
erans and we look forward 
to sharing this day with the 
rest of the community,” said 

DeFrancis. “We are incred-
ibly excited to have Lieuten-
ant Colonel Floyd Carter as 
our grand marshal and to 
have this opportunity to ex-
press our gratitude toward 
these brave men and women 
who have and continue to 
serve our country.”

According to DeFrancis, 
a 50/50 raffl e is set for this 
annual event with tickets 

costing $10 each with all pro-
ceeds covering parade ex-
penses.

“Last year, we raised close 
to $4,000 and we’re on target 
to reach this same amount, if 
not surpass it for this year’s 
parade,” he said.

Raffl e tickets are now 
available and can be picked 
up at local Throggs Neck 
businesses such as the 

Throggs Neck Clipper, the 
Wicked Wolf Restaurant, 
Brewski’s Bar and Grill and 
local American Legion vet-
eran posts like the Throgs 
Neck Post and the Theodore 
Korony Post #253.

If interested in participat-
ing or contributing to this 
upcoming parade or for more 
information, contact bxvet-
eransparade@gmail.com.

Throggs Neck Veterans Day Parade soldiers on

Participants from last year’s Throggs Neck Veterans Day Parade marching down East Tremont Avenue.
 File Photo
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WHAT: An MS Speaker Event 

WHERE:  
Morton's Grille 
233 Park Avenue South 
New York, NY 10003 

SPEAKER:  
Jai Perumal, MD 
Director at Nyack Hospital MS Center 

Tuesday, October 27, 2015 at 6:30 PM
 
Please RSVP so we can reserve  
your seat. Use event code TR324478. 
 

 
 
 


	18.bronx.p01
	18.bronx.p02
	18.bronx.p03
	18.bronx.p04
	18.bronx.p05
	18.bronx.p06
	18.bronx.p07
	18.bronx.p08
	18.bronx.p09
	18.bronx.p10
	18.bronx.p11
	18.bronx.p12

