
BY ROBERT WIRSING
A late City Island veterans’ ad-

vocate who championed the cause 
to have captured and lost soldiers 
remembered was honored re-
cently.

On Saturday, September 26, 
Councilman James Vacca, family 
and friends of the late American 
Legion post commander, William 
G. Clancy, and veterans gathered 
at City Island Avenue and Cross 
Street to co-name the intersec-
tion as ‘Commander William G. 
Clancy Lane’ to honor the veteran 
who passed away on July 7, 2012 at 

age 75.
According to Councilman 

Vacca, this ceremony was at-
tended by American Legion mem-
bers from all around the nation.

“Commander Clancy did so 
much for the Bronx County Amer-
ican Legion, City Island and the 
Leonard H. Hawkins American 
Legion Post 156, but did it qui-
etly without looking for any ac-
colades,” said Councilman Vacca, 
a longtime friend of the Clancy 
family. “He was a true unsung pa-
triot.”

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A Legionnaires’ cluster im-

pacting the 10461 zip code appears 
to be waning, according to the 
New York City the Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene.

A town hall discussion on Le-
gionnaires’ disease was held on 
Thursday, October 1 at Maestro’s 
Caterers where community lead-
ers, elected offi cials, DOHMH 
medical professionals and resi-
dents learned more about the dis-
ease and how the city is ensuring 
peoples’ safety.

During the meeting, New York 
City’s Commissioner of Health 
Dr. Mary Bassett said the Legion-
naires’ cluster discovered in the 
10461 zip code remains at 13 people 
infected and one reported death.

She added that four patients 
have been discharged from the 
hospital while eight remain hos-
pitalized.

A spokesperson for DOHMH 
said the 13 cases include three in-
dividuals between ages 25 to 44, 
eight individuals ages 45 to 64 and 
two individuals more than age 65.

The three cases in the 25 to 
44 year group had multiple medi-
cal problems and all 13 cases had 
underlying health conditions, ac-
cording to DOHMH.

Five individuals are residents 
of the 10461 zip code while eight 
either worked or visited the in-
fected area.

Dr. Basset said there have been 
no new cases since September 21 
and added the incubation period 
for the disease is two to ten days 
which is soon approaching. 

She said the cluster was fi rst 
identifi ed starting with four, then 
six patients who had a connection 
the area. 

DOHMH reviewed cases of 
people with Legionnaires’ in the 
Bronx and looked for a connection 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A Pelham Bay restaurant, 

about to reopen after it was 
damaged in a car accident a few 
months back, was destroyed in a 
gas explosion.

Texas Chicken & Burgers, the 
revamped restaurant located at 
3275 Westchester Avenue, a few 
hundred feet from the IRT#6 Pel-
ham Bay station, was seriously 
damaged after a gas leak ignited 
a fi re  on Wednesday, September 
30.

The occurrence took place 
shortly before 5  p.m. the day be-
fore the restaurant’s planned re-
opening. 

In response to the incident, 
approximately 25 units and 100 
fi refi ghters and EMS personal 

were called to the location. 
Neighboring businesses, 

Peghe Deli and Gana Wine Spir-
its, were mostly affected by 
smoke and water damage. 

According to the FDNY, two 
fi refi ghters sustained non-life 
threatening injuries. 

There were no injuries to ci-
vilians.

This is not the fi rst time a hor-
rifi c accident has taken place at 
this restaurant site. 

This past June, an elderly 
driver lost control of his vehicle 
while backing into a parking 
space and struck three dining 
customers, killing seven-year old 
Ethan Villavicencio and injuring 
Ethan’s father and sister. 
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Crowning Of Miss Columbus
At the Bronx Columbus Day Parade dinner dance on Sunday, September 
27, the 2014 Bronx Miss Columbus winner Gianna Bianco (l) passes her 
crown onto to 2015 Bronx Miss Columbus Bianca Mastropietro. The parade 
takes place today in Morris Park, Sunday, October 11.  Photo by Laura Stone

Store plaqued by second incident

FIRE FRIES THE GRAND 
OPENING OF CHIX BIZ

Legionnaires’
meeting in 

Morris Park

Veteran’s advocate honored 
in street co-naming
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The 8th Annual Dr. Edward S. Greenwald  
Breast and Cervical Screening Event

Co-pays will apply for those with insurance; all exams are free for women without insurance

When was your last mammogram or Pap smear?

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 32nd Annual Throggs 

Neck Halloween Parade and 
Street Fair will take place again 
this year on Halloween itself: 
Saturday, October 31.

The festivities begin at 11:30 
a.m. with children decked out 
in costume preparing for the 
parade. 

After the  parade through 
the streets of Throggs Neck, 
there will be a street fair. 

The event has traditionally 
been coordinated by the siting 
assemblyman’s offi ce, and this 
year is no exception, with As-
semblyman Michael Benedetto 
once again taking the lead. 

Congressman Crowley, Sen-
ator Jeff Klein and Councilman 
James Vacca and their respec-
tive staffs will assist Assembly-
man Benedetto.   

“It is a good place for fami-
lies to get together and celebrate 
the season,” said Ben Randazzo, 
chief-of-staff for the assembly-
man, of the parade and street 
fair.

The parade starts at noon  
with a tentative route of Hard-

ing Avenue to East Tremont 
Avenue to the Throgs Neck Ex-
pressway service road and back 
onto Throgs Neck Boulevard. 

The street fair will include 
rides, games, and a costume 
contest for different age groups: 
0-3, 4-6, 7-10 and 11-13, said 
Randazzo. A fi rst, second and 
third place will be awarded in 
each age category, he added. 

It was also include raffl es for 
prizes like meals at local restau-
rants, a ‘Build a Bear’ conces-
sion and a DJ, said Randazzo. 

Additionally, in previous 
years, there has been face paint-
ing, spin art, bounchies and 
games, he said. 

The event was fi rst hosted in 
the 1980s by then-Assemblyman 
John Dearie and has continued 
annually since. 

“The assemblyman is ex-
tremely proud to be part of this 
tradition,” said Randazzo. “It 
is not easy to raise money for 
this every year.  We are happy 
that we can do it and we look 
forward to doing this for many 
years. to come.” 

To support the event, 
Randazzo said that the assem-
blyman often turns to the local 
merchants and the business 
community as partners. He also 
relies on the other local elected 
offi cials. 

“Without them it would 
not be as good a parade” said 
Randazzo. “Everyone chips in 
with money and volunteerss to 
make it all a success.” 

He added: “To see the smil-
ing faces of the children play-
ing…is well worth the time and 
effort that we put into this pa-
rade.”

About 3,000 people are ex-
pected to attend this year, said 
Randazzo. 

TN Halloween Parade set for Oct. 31

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto stands with costume contest winners at a previous Hallow-
een celebration in Throggs Neck. Benedetto has taken the lead in coordinating the parade 
and fair since he took offi ce.

It’s a good place 
for families to 

get together and 
celebrate the 

season.
Ben Randazzo
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COME DRESSED AS YOUR FAVORITE 80’S CHARACTER!!!! 
COSTUME CONTEST & PRIZE GIVE AWAYS 

† 
COMPLIMENTARY BUFFET / DRINK SPECIALS ALL NIGHT  

† 
$20 COVER / MUSIC BY DJ NAROTIC 

 
101 CITY ISLAND, BRONX NY 10464 TEL 718-885-2570 

SCAVELLO’S ON THE ISLAND 
PRESENTS…. 

FREESTYLE FRIGHT FEST 
FRIDAY OCTOBER 30, 2015 

DOORS OPEN @8PM 
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At the time, the res-
taurant went by the name 
of ‘Kennedy’s Chicken & 
Sandwiches’.

Following the tragedy, 
the restaurant closed and 
underwent months of reno-
vation.

 According to an em-
ployee from Crosby Clean-
ers, which is located two 
doors down, the restau-
rant was expected to open 
the day on Thursday, Octo-

ber 1 . 
As a result of the fi re, 

the restaurant will remain 
closed, adding another sad 
chapter to the restaurant’s 
unfortunate recent history. 

It is unknown when the 
restaurant will reopen.

“Bad luck - that’s what it 
is,” said Ed Romeo, resident 
and former president of the 
Pelham Bay Taxpayers, re-
ferring to both incidents. 
“It’s tough to see situations 
like this take place, espe-

cially when it is happening 
in your own neighborhood 
and you see residents of 
your area who are victims, 
like that kid (Ethan) who 
was killed.”

“It’s another freak ac-
cident,” said John Korres, 
community liaison for As-
semblyman Benedetto. “It’s 
horrible and very unfortu-
nate that two incidents can 
happen at the same loca-
tion in that short of a time 
span.”

Fire fries chix biz reopening

Texas Chicken & Burgers (c) was expected to reopen the day after the restaurant experienced a gas 
leak, explosion and fi re that caused the establishment to remain closed. Neighboring businesses 
Peghi Deli and Gana Wine Spirits were affected from smoke and water damage. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

from Page 1

between them and 10461.
“We added them to the 

cluster not because they 
were newly sick, but be-
cause they were identifi ed 
by this link,” she said. 

Fifteen cooling towers 
including Chase Bank at 
2725 E. Tremont Avenue; 
Calvary Hospital at 1740 
Eastchester Road; Lehman 
High School at 2964 E. Trem-
ont Avenue; Bronx State 
Psychiatric at 1500 Waters 
Place and ones located at 
Einstein College of Medi-
cine’s 1199 Sackett Avenue, 
1845 Eastchester Road, 1301 
Morris Park Avenue, 1250 
Morris Park Avenue, 1865 
Eastchester Road and 1925-
1935 Eastchester Road, that 
tested positive have since 
been disinfected.

Cooling towers at Jack 
D. Weiler Hospital of the 
Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine at 1825 East-
chester Road tested negative 
for Legionella, the bacteria 
that causes Legionnaires’.

In accordance with Lo-
cal Law 77 of 2015 which 

became effective on Au-
gust 18, 2015; cooling tow-
ers must be registered with 
NYC Department of Build-
ings prior to initial opera-
tion and existing ones must 
register with DOB within 
30 days of the law’s enact-
ment; owners and operators 
are required to annually 
certify the cooling towers 
have been inspected, tested, 
cleaned and disinfected 
with compliance of the law 
and must be performed in 
accordance with DOHMH 
regulations. 

DOHMH said positive 
cooling towers must submit 
a long-term maintenance 
plan to the health depart-
ment to keep them free of 
the bacteria causing Le-
gionnaires’.

Legionella bacterium 
is characterized by pneu-
monia-type symptoms that 
occurs two to 14 days after 
exposure through inhaling 
contaminated water mist 
from cooling towers, whirl-
pool spas, showers and fau-
cets.

The disease can be 

treated with antibiotics and 
early treatment helps re-
duce the possibility of seri-
ous complications.

 There is no vaccination 
for the disease.

On Thursday, October 1, 
Senator Jeff Klein and As-
semblyman Mark Gjonaj 
announced prior to the 
town hall meeting their of-
fi ces would partner with 
ProHealth Urgent Care lo-
cated at 1049 Morris Park 
Avenue for free Legion-
naires’ disease evaluations 
and treatment for seniors 
and uninsured residents.

ProHealth Urgent Care 
started offering evaluations 
and treatment on Friday, 
October 2 and will continue 
doing so until Sunday, Octo-
ber 11.

Senior citizens and un-
insured residents residing 
in the 10461 or 10462 zip 
codes can walk in Monday 
to Friday from 9 a.m. until 
9 p.m. or Saturday and Sun-
day from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. if 
they experience Legion-
naires’ disease symptoms. 
Co-pays will be waived.

Legionnaires’ meeting with 
DOHMH held in Morris Park

Dr. Mary Bassett (c) and Daniel Kass from DOHMH gave updates and answered questions regarding the 
recent Legionnaires’ disease cluster discovered in the 10461 zip code at Thursday’s town hall meeting.
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

from Page 1
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

Maple Fields features:
• Open home designs with 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths and 2-car garage
• Gourmet-inspired kitchen and formal dining room
•  Community amenities including swimming pool, recreation center, tot  

lot and basketball court
• Minutes from Route 84 and Interstate 17
• Easy commute via bus or train to Manhattan (just 90 miles away) 

Envision luxury living in the Town of Wallkill’s quaint country setting. With designer 
features, desirable amenities and beautiful natural surroundings, Maple Fields is Orange 
County’s newest and most exciting townhome community.

Maple-Fields.com • 914-461-9208

VISIT OUR SALES OFFICE:  31 Schutt Road, Town of Wallkill, NY 
Open Daily: 11am – 6pm or by appointment

Find a New Home this

With our quick move-in models, you can enjoy a  
new luxury townhome in a serene setting in no time

Quick move-in homes priced from upper $200’s

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Improvements to a sub-

stantial portion of the side-
walks surrounding Parkside 
Houses has residents and 
local community members 
breathing a sigh of relief. 

The stretch from White 
Plains Road between Arnow 
and Adee avenues, outside of 
the New York City Housing 
Authority Development, has 
new pavement after more 
than 10 years of being a trip-
ping hazard to pedestrians, 
especially seniors, according 
to sources with knowledge of 
the situation. 

The $132,200 renovation 
was celebrated on Tuesday, 
September 29 at the housing 
complex. 

The improvement was 
lauded by Polly Trottenberg, 
city Department of Trans-
portation commissioner; 
Congressman Joseph Crow-
ley; Councilman Ritchie 
Torres, who advocated for 
the improvements; Tony Vi-
taliano, Community Board 
11 chairman and Jeremy 
Warneke, CB 11 district 
manager; and community 
leaders, including Arlene 
Drayton, Parkside Resident 
Council secretary, Parkside 
Resident Council and CB 11 
board member. 

Funding for sidewalk re-
pairs both at NYCHA devel-
opments and citywide have 
been increased recently, ac-
cording to sources. 

“For too long, Parkside 

Houses’ sidewalks were 
ranked the worst in all of 
NYCHA’s housing stock,” 
said Torres. “These newly 
repaired sidewalks, made 
possible by increased city 
funding, will provide safer 
streets for hundreds of resi-
dents.” 

Councilman Torres said 
that he looks forward to see-
ing more necessary sidewalk 
repairs done in a timely 
manner at other NYCHA 
projects. 

Drayton said she was 
compelled to advocate for the 
repairs after a fellow com-
munity activist, who was in 
a wheelchair and concerned 
about the condition of the 
sidewalk, passed away. 

“Specifi cally, (the side-
walk in this area) was 
cracked, caving in and 
there were a lot of holes,” 
said Drayton. “There are a 
many senior citizens in this 
area, and we had a lot of near 
misses, meaning accidents 
where pedestrians could 
have fallen.” 

The advocacy for repairs 
to this stretch of sidewalk 
began with many 311 calls, 
with complaint numbers 
subsequently forwarded to 
CB 11, she said. 

The effort intensifi ed 
when Drayton was appointed 
to the community board, she 
added. 

Councilman Torres was 
especially helpful in getting 
DOT’s attention, said Dray-

ton. 
And the repairs were 

surely needed, she said, add-
ing that there was one spot 
that had collapsed.

“It has been tremendous,” 
said Drayton of the repairs. 
“I have heard people say 
how happy they are and that 
they can walk without (fear 
of) falling, especially the se-
niors.” 

Before the repairs, the 
sidewalk symbolized the 
condition of the Parkside 
Houses. Now, it seems like 
an asset, he indicated. 

Congressman Crowley 
thanked DOT for the re-
pairs. 

“New Yorkers do more 
walking than anyone else 
in the country and it’s im-
perative that our defective 
sidewalks are replaced and 
maintained to prevent pe-
destrian injuries,” said the 
congressman. 

A spokeswoman for NY-
CHA suggested that the 
repairs contribute to an 
overall goal of fulfi lling the 
vision of a new reinvestment 
program, NextGeneration 
NYCHA.

“These vital physical re-
pairs and improvements help 
protect the infrastructure of 
our developments, and make 
our streets safer for residents 
to navigate,” she stated.

Almost 12,000 square feet 
of concrete sidewalk was re-
placed, including new curbs 
and pedestrian ramps. 

Councilman Ritchie Torres; Tony Vitaliano, Community Board 11 chairman; Jeremy Warneke, CB 11 dis-
trict manager; joins Polly Trottenberg, NYC DOT commissioner and concerned tenant leaders at the 
Parkside Houses on Tuesday, September 29 to mark the completion of sidewalk repairs .
 Photo courtesy of city DOT

Sidewalks, curbs replaced 
at Parkside Houses
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mSeriously, choosing a  
Medicare Advantage Plan is not easy.
We work hard to make it easier.  

AgeWell New York LLC is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in AgeWell  
New York LLC depends on contract renewal. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more  
information contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copayments/
coinsurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium unless paid for by the state medical  
assistance program. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the  
plan for further details. This information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or (TTY/ TDD) 
1-800-662-1220 seven days a week from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern time or visit agewellnewyork.com. Medicare beneficiaries may also enroll  
in AgeWell New York LLC through the CMS Medicare Online Enrollment Center located at www.medicare.gov.  
H4922_AWNY_4002_16_FILE & USE 08312015

$0
��Dental and vision care/hearing 
��Transportation services
��Over-the-counter pre-paid cards up to $75/month

We’re here for your call.

AgeWell New York LLC is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in AgeWell

New York LLC depends on contract renewal. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more

information contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copay-

ments/coinsurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium unless paid for by the state medical 

assistance program. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the

plan for further details. This information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or (TTY/ TDD)

1-800-662-1220 seven days a week from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern time or visit agewellnewyork.com. Medicare beneficiaries may also enroll

in AgeWell New York LLC through the CMS Medicare Online Enrollment Center located at www.medicare.gov.

H4922_AWNY_MAR16_4002 File & Use 10042015

BY ROBERT WIRSING
If you want a career in 

television, a new studio 
right here in our borough 
can help make your dream 
a reality. 

On Monday, October 5, 
BronxNet launched a new 
state-of-the-art television 
studio facility at Mercy 
College in the Hutchinson 
Metro Center with hun-
dreds in attendance for the 
ribbon cutting ceremony.

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz, Jr., Mercy College 
president Timothy Hall, 
BronxNet chairman Paul 
Gentile, BronxNet execu-
tive director Michael Max 
Knobbe attended Monday’s 
prestigious welcoming cer-
emony for the satellite stu-
dio located at 1200 Waters 
Place.

The satellite studio 
dubbed ‘BronxNet East’ 
has a state-of-the-art con-
trol room; an express stu-
dio; media labs with a pic-
turesque view of Mercy’s 
courtyard and other media 
capable spaces allowing 

students, interns and em-
ployees the opportunity to 
gain exposure to the daily 
work cycle of the media in-
dustry.

It site will provide me-
dia training such as stu-
dio, fi eld and documentary 
production and digital 
fi lmmaking to Bronx resi-
dents.

Knobbe explained Mercy 
College students as well 
as high school and college 
students will have the op-
portunity to participate in 
media career preparation 
internships at BronxNet 
East helping them develop 
real world media skills as 
so many have at BronxNet 
Network Operations and 
Studio at Lehman College.

This studio will also al-
low Mercy College educa-
tors to share information 
and ideas with television 
and web-viewing audiences 
through BronxNet and 
Mercy College programs.

“The new BronxNet 
satellite facility at Mercy 
College at the Hutch Metro 

Center is the borough’s 
windows on the east Bronx 
and activities at the loca-
tion will help prepare fu-
ture media leaders, encour-

age innovation and spur 
more community building 
through workforce devel-
opment, media technology 
and unique programming,” 

said Knobbe.
“When looking to the 

world of media, we would 
like to see students from 
Mercy College and the 
Bronx become leaders in 
this industry and Bronx-
Net East could be the per-
fect pipeline for them to 
achieve this,” said Bor-
ough President Diaz. “This 
is a day we should all be 
proud of and the expansion 
of BronxNet is worth cele-
brating. No one will be able 
to tell our borough’s story 
better than us.”

For 21 years, Bronx-
Net, has provided Bronx-
ites with media production 
training, access to tech-
nology and cable televi-
sion channels while help-
ing them connect with the 
world around them.  

“This is a big day here at 
Mercy College as, through 
our partnership with 
BronxNet, it will help our 
school’s faculty, staff and 
students share our knowl-
edge of the arts, science 
and much more through 

our programming to be 
shared with our commu-
nity,” said Hall.

“What BronxNet has 
been doing with Lehman 
College students for these 
many years was unbeliev-
able and this is an amazing 
opportunity for our stu-
dents, faculty and staff to 
learn about the media in-
dustry and we’re thrilled 
to be part of this new ex-
perience,” said Catherine 
Cioffi , Mercy College pub-
lic relations director.

“Having BronxNet East 
here in our community is 
a great opportunity for our 
kids in the east Bronx to 
experience the day-to-day 
operations of TV and ra-
dio and it will open their 
minds to many new ideas 
and experiences,” said 
John Marano, Community 
Board 10 fi rst vice chair-
man.

For more information 
on BronxNet’s programs 
and services, contact (718) 
960-1180 or visit www.
bronxnet.org.  

BronxNet East TV studio opens at Mercy 

(l-r) Timothy Hall; Paul Gentile, BronxNet chairperson; Borough 
President Diaz, Jr.; Michael Max Knobbe, BronxNet, executive direc-
tor; and Dr. Bob Lee, BronxNet’s ‘OPEN 2.0’ host, attended Monday’s 
ribbon cutting ceremony for BronxNet East. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An unusual car crash involving a 

livery cab and five pedestrians, in-
cluding four children, is under in-
vestigation.

On Wednesday, September 30, a 
livery cab traveling on Valentine 
Avenue towards East Kingsbridge 
Road struck a mother and four chil-
dren waiting for a school bus, result-
ing in the hospitalization of all five.

The incident occurred at about 
7:45 a.m. on a rainy Wednesday 
morning. 

A cabbie, who was traveling 
southbound on Valentine Avenue, 
towards East Kingsbridge Road, lost 
control of the vehicle after it struck 
a metal curb.

As the vehicle titled, it hopped 
the curb and slid into the five pedes-
trians, including a five, six, seven 
and 11 year old child, along with the 
33-year old mother. 

Two of the four kids who were hit 
are believed to be her children, ac-
cording to Community Board 7.

The cab ended up sideways against 
the storefront of Kingsbridge Phar-
macy, located at 229 E. Kingsbridge 
Road, pinning the seven-year old un-
der the car in the process. 

As a result, passersby  immedi-
ately freed the trapped child. 

She experienced the worst inju-
ries, suffering two broken legs and 
severe belly bruising.

 The victims were taken to Jacobi 
Medical Center and St. Barnabas 
Hospital. 

As of press time, two of the three 
individuals who were taken to Ja-
cobi are in fair condition.

The other victim is still in seri-
ous condition. The cab driver, Bialo 
Daillo, was not charged in the inci-
dent.

“My thoughts and prayers are 
with the victims of the horrific 
crash where the livery cab driver 
struck multiple pedestrians and 
I pray for their speedy recovery,” 
said Councilman Ritchie Torres. “I 
have spoken to city agencies such at 
the DOT and NYPD, and have been 
assured of a full investigation into 
the crash and the driver. Addition-
ally, I request DOT to install traffic-
calming and safety measures at the 
intersection of East 194th Street, 
Kingsbridge Road and Valentine Av-
enue, so that this type of vehicular 
violence does not happen again.”

As East Kingsbridge Road en-
ters Valentine Avenue, approaching 
194th Street, the roadway forks  into 
seven different sections. 

To control traffic flow a traffic 

island is located in the middle of the 
busy intersection. 

This traffic island, which in-
cludes multiple ‘Do Not Enter’ 
signs, only has two sets of reflec-
tors, which, along with the rain, 
could have contributed to the inci-
dent. 

One of the triangle island’s curbs 
could have also contributed, as the 
car may have hit it before losing 
control.

CB 7 chairwoman Adaline 
Walker-Santiago is also looking 
into safer traffic-calming options 
for the busy intersection.

“We will have to look at videos 
of the incident to figure out which 
safety alternatives should be im-
plemented, but putting something 
at the triangle barrier should help 
this neighborhood avoid similar oc-
currences,” said Walker-Santiago, 
who added that a speed bump can’t 
be installed on the road because it 
includes a bus lane.

 “This situation is sad and heart-
breaking for this area and we hope 
that all of the victims are okay,” she 
said.

The incident was recently dis-
cussed at a CB 7 Public Safety Meet-
ing, which was attended by NYC-
DOT and NYPD.

Mother, four children injured in livery cab accident

CB7 chairwoman Adaline Walker-Santiago visits the site of 
the crash. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Residents concerned 

about speeding on their lo-
cal streets have been heard.

Councilman Ritchie Tor-
res was able to work with the 
NYC Department of Trans-
portation to get three speed 
bumps installed in a three-
block stretch on Prospect 
Avenue between East 182nd 
and East 183rd streets. 

One was installed on 

each of three blocks between 
the two intersections. 

The recent installation 
comes after decades of speed-
ing on the  quiet, residential 
street, said local residents, 
who gathered with Council-
man Torres on Friday, Octo-
ber 2 to celebrate the instal-
lations. 

“You have an active com-
munity here in Twin Parks 
which had been clamoring 

for some kind of traffi c im-
provement for years,” said 
Councilman Torres. “Obvi-
ously there is a lengthy pro-
cess of studying traffi c, and 
after the process was done, 
we were able to persuade 
(the Department of Trans-
portation) to install speed 
bumps here.” 

Torres credited Con-
stance Moran, Bronx DOT 
commissioner, as a strong 
partner in the effort. 

He said he had person-
ally reached out to her and 
she was unfailingly respon-
sive. 

The community also 
demonstrated overwhelm-
ing support, he said.  

“We believe in the may-
or’s vision of Vision Zero,” 
he said. “It is important that 
we put speed bumps in place 
to prevent traffi c fatalities 
and injuries; pedestrian 
safety is a priority in this 
community.” 

Francene Miller, presi-
dent of the nearby Twin 
Parks LP Tenants Associa-
tion said that speeding on 

the street had been in issue 
for years. 

One of her friends was 
killed by a speeding car at 
Grote Street and Prospect 
Avenue in the early 1990s, 
she said.

“She was on her way to 
church,” said Miller. “She 
stepped off the curb and a 
car backing up killed her.” 

It was at that time that 

she and her neighbors began 
petitioning and advocating 
for traffi c safety. 

Later, another senior was 
knocked off of her motorized 
scooter on Prospect Avenue, 
she added. 

She was pleased with the 
change, the culmination of 
about 20 years of efforts. 

“People slow down now 
when they get here because 

they cannot go fast,” she 
said, adding “We have a lot 
of children in Twin Parks 
crossing from one side (of 
the street) to the other.” 

Lorreine Matthews, who 
has lived in the commu-
nity a year and a half, said 
that speed humps are a big 
change in terms of traffi c. 

She commended Council-
man Torres for his help. 

After 20 years, Prospect Ave. streets calmed

(L-r) Rafael Moure of Councilman Torres’ offi ce; local residents Priscilla Martin, treasurer of 735 Gar-
den Street tenant association; Lorreine Matthews; Francene Miller, president Twin Parks LP tenants 
association; Councilman Torres; Gloria Collier and Virgie Shields. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

This is one of three new speed humps on the portion of Prospect 
Avenue prone to speeding. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
The new bicycle patrol 

unit in the 49th Precinct is 
bringing the police closer to 
the community.  

The unit was formed two 
and a half months ago.

“When I was newly as-
signed to the precinct, I was 
looking for a way to help im-
prove community and offi -
cer relations,” said Captain 
Walton.

He had a suggestion box 
placed on the front desk 
giving offi cers a chance to 
voice opinions and share 
ideas on how to the precinct 
could achieve his goal.

Police offi cer Roger Ra-
chelski suggested creating 
a bike patrol unit which 
struck a cord with their 
commanding offi cer.

As a community police 
offi cer from 1997 to 2001 in 
Harlem’s 32nd Precinct the 
captain patrolled by bike.

Police offi cer Rachelski 
and his partner, police offi -
cer Juan Sanchez are bike 
certifi ed and have experi-
ence patrolling the streets 
of New York on their two-
wheeled vehicles.

“It was so fi tting when 
they came up with this idea 
and I remembered from my 
own experience how suc-
cess this idea was in Har-
lem,” said Captain Walton.

The bike patrol covers 
all nine sectors of the 3.8 
square mile precinct as 
many as three times a day 
and has received rave re-
views from the community.

As a way to have the pre-
cinct become more involved 
in their community, police 
offi cers Rachelski and San-
chez have their precinct’s 
offi cial Twitter handle, @
NYPD49Pct emblazoned on 
the back of their shirts so 
residents can contact them 
with non-emergency issues.

The bike patrol unit re-
sponds to 911-  and 311-re-
lated calls, issues quality-
of-life summonses, visits 
schools and interacts with 
the local folks.

This dynamic duo will 
continue to ride into late 
November. 

The precinct is looking 
to increase the bike patrol 
unit in addition to having 
offi cers trained to become 

bike-certifi ed this spring.
“This new bike unit is be-

ginning to show the differ-
ent neighborhoods coming 
together while at the same 
time quality-of-life matters 
are being addressed free-
ing up the patrol offi cers 
to respond to emergency 
calls,” explained police of-
fi cer Jay Sturdivant, 49th 
Precinct Community Af-
fairs. “We are always look-
ing for more ways to better 
serve the community and 
the community loves seeing 
the bike unit patrolling and 
never miss the opportunity 
to have me relay the mes-
sage to the commanding of-
fi cer, Captain Walton.”

Police offi cer Sanchez 
joined the ranks of the 49th 
Precinct in January 2007 
and has been patrolling 
the precinct’s confi nes ever 
since.

Police offi cer Rachelski 
transferred from the 62nd 
Precinct in Brooklyn to the 
49th Precinct in 2009 and is 
partnered with Sanchez.

Since then, police offi -
cers Rachelski and Sanchez 
have become a great team, 

enjoying their work with 
the NYPD.

The duo can often be 
seen lending a helping hand 
to anyone in need which is 
why the bike patrol unit has 
been a great fi t for them.

By patrolling on bikes, 
the police offi cers are better 
connected with the commu-
nity they have sworn to pro-
tect and serve, said police 

offi cer Sturdivant.
“It’s been a very posi-

tive experience being part 
of this patrol and people 
almost treat us like celebri-
ties when they see us in the 
neighborhood,” said San-
chez. “

“People see us as being 
more approachable and 
it’s really starting to help 
bridge the gap between the 

community and law en-
forcement,” said Rachelski.  

“I fought for five years 
to bring bike patrol of-
ficers back into the com-
munity and I am very glad 
we have these officers 
because they really are 
a great crime deterrent,” 
said Susan Shapiro, Pel-
ham Parkway Houses res-
ident.

49th Precinct Bike Patrol on a roll

(l-r) Offi cers Sanchez and Rachelski serve as the 49th Precinct’s newly established bike patrol unit 
addressing quality of life matters within the precinct’s confi nes. Photo courtesy of the 49th Precinct

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A damaged highway 

overpass barrier in the 
Bronx will soon be fi xed.

According to a New 
York State Department of 
Transportation spokes-
person, the wall located 
at the intersection of East 
Tremont Avenue and 
Bruckner Boulevard,  over 
the Bruckner Express-
way, is expected to be re-
paired within the next few 
months after a horrifi c 
car accident took place at 
the site nearly a year and 
a half ago.

The steel bridge rail on 
the southeast portion of 
the overpass was damaged 
in late June of 2014, when 
a 26-year-old male, driv-
ing a 2012 Chevy Cruze at 
about 10:50 p.m. eastbound 
on the Bruckner service 
road broke through the 
barrier, plunging 23 feet 
onto the Bruckner Ex-
pressway, according to the 
NYPD. 

H e 
w a s 

removed to Jacobi Medi-
cal Center where he was 
pronounced dead on ar-
rival.

A temporary fence was 
immediately installed by 

NYSDOT to seal off the 
opening. A  concrete bar-
rier was also installed at 
the site.

A roadside memorial, 
that included candles 

and photos, was set up by 
the deceased’s family and 
friends.

A NYSDOT spokesper-
son stated that the new 
bridge rail is expected in ap-

proximately three weeks. 
The agency also noted 

that the installation is ex-
pected to be completed by 
the end of this year.

“We would have liked to 

have seen this repaired a 
lot sooner, but it’s good that 
this situation is fi nally be-
ing handled,” said a Com-
munity Board 10 spokes-
person.

East Tremont and Bruckner overpass repair set

The new bridge rail will be installed at the southeast portion of the Bruckner Expressway overpass which was damaged in late June 2014. Community News Group / Steven 
Goodstein





11
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

  O
c

t
o

b
e

r
 11

, 2
0

1
5

   
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

“As a lifelong City Is-
lander and Bronx resident, I 
am very proud of this honor 
given to my father,” said Wil-
liam Clancy III. “It was a 
beautiful, moving ceremony 
with at least 200 people in at-
tendance and we are all in-
credibly proud of him.”

Aside from his work 
with Post 156, Clancy was 
involved in the New York 
State American Legion 
where he lead successful 
efforts to have Prisoners of 
War and soldiers Missing 
in Action nationally recog-
nized by having the U.S. De-
partment of Defense declas-
sify documents to provide 
families of these soldiers 
more details and have POW/
MIA fl ags fl own from many 
government fl agpoles.

“This was an issue that 
could have been easily for-
gotten and he was a leading 
champion of this cause,” 

said Clancy III. “Since 
then, they have helped fi nd 
hundreds upon hundreds of 
these soldiers to bring them 
back home. He was forceful 
in what he went after, but 
was very nice and respect-
ful while doing so.”

Clancy III added his fa-
ther served as the Ameri-
can Legion’s Bronx County 
commander and New York 
State vice commander and 
was nominated as New York 
State commander-elect 
shortly before his death. 

An active community 
member, Clancy served 
as an original member of 
the now defunct City Is-
land Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps and as an assistant 
scoutmaster for City Is-
land’s Troop 211, according 
to Clancy III.

“He was a tremendous 
believer of people doing 
community service and 
he never saw it as being a 

chore,” said Clancy III.
According to U.S. Army 

Colonel Michael Clancy, his 
father was drafted in 1961 
and served for two years as 
a combat engineer deployed 
in southern France to help 
rebuild the country’s sewer 
system which was destroyed 
during World War II.

Following his 1963 home-
coming, Clancy, a skilled 
carpenter, worked as a boat 
builder at the Minneford 
Yacht Club and joined Post 
156.

“He was a blue collar 
guy from the Bronx who col-
lected people for a living,” 
said Michael. “He had such 
an impact on so many peo-
ple’s lives that they looked 
up to him as a father fi gure. 
He was a great ambassador 
for the Bronx who helped 
change people’s perception 
of the borough and his name 
will live on in the community 
with this new street sign.” 

Veteran’s advocate honored
in street co-naming

from Page 1

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A clear reason still 

has not emerged as to 
why a piece of a new tem-
porary bridge between 
City Island and Pelham 
Bay Park failed recently. 

The section of the new 
temporary bridge, de-
scribed by NYC Depart-
ment of Transportation 
officials at a recent com-
munity meeting on City 
Island, as a pie-shaped 
section at a turn, par-
tially collapsed on the 
morning on Monday, Sep-
tember 21 while asphalt 
was being poured, mul-
tiple sources have con-
firmed. 

Principal contractor 
Tutor Perini, is build-
ing a temporary bridge 
so that it can remove and 
then replace the existing 
City Island Bridge. 

The company declined 
to comment through a 
spokesman, who said that 
its contract with the city 
requires DOT to respond 

to media inquiries. 
DOT officials meet 

with concerned City 
Island residents at a 
monthly City Island Civic 
Association meeting on 
Tuesday, September 29. 

Attendees of the meet-
ing said afterwards that 
they were pleased by the 
agency’s’ attention to 
the matter, but that they 
were still waiting for of-
ficial findings as to the 
cause of the incident. 

“(DOT officials) said 
that until they know 
what needs to happen to 
fix the bridge, they will 
not open it,” said John 
Doyle, CICA correspond-
ing secretary, adding 
“They said it was prob-
ably a design flaw.” 

The CICA was prom-
ised access to an official 
report into the incident 
once it becomes avail-
able, he said, and that 
the agency believes that 
there may need to install 
an additional brace on 

the temporary bridge.  
A Tutor Perini subcon-

tractor designed the tem-

porary bridge, according 
to DOT, Doyle added, and 
he said that DOT offi-

cials said the temporary 
bridge would be tested 
before it was opened. 

The opening of the 
temporary bridge has 
been repeatedly delayed. 

Barbara Dolensek, 
CICA second vice-presi-
dent, said she thought it 
took a great deal of cour-
age for DOT officials to 
attend the civic meeting.

“We assume that DOT 
is waiting for some expla-
nation…as to the error,” 
said Dolensek, adding 
“We don’t know where 
the fault lies because 
we don’t know what the 
cause was.” 

 The community defi-
nitely wants the new 
temporary bridge to be 
tested for strength before 
it opens, she said. 

“I am just glad this 
happened before people 
started traveling over 
it,” she said, adding that 
she does not think that 
the bridge should open 
before tests are done to 

see if it can withstand 
the weight of tractor-
trailer trucks and heavy 
vehicular traffic. 

According to James 
Breen, a filmmaker 
working on a documen-
tary called ‘The New City 
Island Bridge,’ and who 
was filming nearby when 
the damage occurred, 
said that the part of the 
bridge that collapsed did 
not fall into the water, 
but onto land on the Pel-
ham Bay Park side of the 
bridge. 

The crash brought 
numerous construction 
supervisors to the scene 
to examine the damage, 
he said, adding that he 
witnessed the immedi-
ate aftermath of the inci-
dent but not the collapse 
itself.

The new temporary 
bridge runs alongside 
the existing City Island 
Bridge, which dates back 
to the early 20th century, 
and remains in use. 

Answers unclear in CI bridge mishap

This photo, submitted to the Bronx Times, shows some of the dam-
age caused to the temporary causeway bridge under construction. 
The bridge is located next to the existing City Island Bridge and 
suffered a failure when part of its roadway collapsed during its 
paving several weeks ago.
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Please RSVP so we can reserve your  
seat. Use event code TR322036.

Thursday, October 29, 2015 at 6:30 PM 

WHAT: An MS Speaker Event 

WHERE:
Tosca Cafe 
4038 East Tremont Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10465 

SPEAKER: 
Jai Perumal, MD 
Director at Nyack Hospital MS 
Center 


	11.bronx.p01
	11.bronx.p02
	11.bronx.p03
	11.bronx.p04
	11.bronx.p05
	11.bronx.p06
	11.bronx.p07
	11.bronx.p08
	11.bronx.p09
	11.bronx.p11
	11.bronx.p12

