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Mercy hires

former
Chamber
CEO

BY ROBERT WIRSING
AND PATRICK ROCCHIO

The Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce’s former president has
stepped down after its board
changed his title.

After 13 years of service to the
chamber, most of them as president
and CEO, but recently as its events
director, Lenny Caro was recently
hired by Mercy College to serve as
its chief of Government and Com-
munity Relations.

The new position, according
to the college, will help strengthen
the college’s existing relationships
while also building new ones with
businesses, elected officials and
educational organizations in the
borough.

Caro officially began his new po-
sition at the college’s Bronx campus
on Tuesday, September 8, according
to Catherine Cioffi, a Mercy College
spokesperson,

The campus is located at the
Hutchinson Metro Center, in the
same office complex where he per-
formed his chamber duties.

Caro will be in charge of fund-
raising, finding business partners
that could enhance internship
and employment opportunities for
Mercy College students.

He will also be tasked with driv-
ing enrollment at their borough
campus located at 1200 Waters
Place

Cioffi spoke of Mercy College’s
involvement with the Bronx Cham-
ber of Commerce serving as a mem-
ber of the chamber’s board.

The college has been familiar
with Caro for years, she said.

When looking to fill the posi-
tion, Caro came to mind after some
searching, she added.

Caro’s educational background

Continued on Page 4
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Cheers For The Winner

Labor Day activities for the whole family were held in Edgewater Park.
The three-day weekend was filled with athletic competitions, awards
presentations, and a baby float parade.
(Above) Mallory Wessels, talent show and cheerleading winner,
poses with her trophies during the awards ceremony.
Photo by Laura Stone

Enhancements improve crossing options

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN

A busy portion of the Bronx
will soon include pedestrian is-
lands and other safety enhance-
ments to improve both traffic
and pedestrian safety.

A DOT spokesperson recently
confirmed the current installa-
tion of five pedestrian islands
and other safety enhancements
in Westchester Square as part of
the East Tremont Avenue Traf-
fic Study, years after numerous
complaints from community
members and political leaders.

The installations, which will
take place on East Tremont Av-
enue between Ericson Place and
Westchester Avenue, will pro-
vide a multitude of benefits to an
area of the Bronx that has previ-
ously suffered from a lack of safe

crossing options and sees over
25,000 bus riders from the Bx40
and Bx42 daily.

The existing issues in that
southern portion of Westchester
Square includes wide, undefined
moving and parkinglanes, speed-
ing, long diagonal crosswalks
and lack of crosswalks at various
locations.

According to the NYS DOT,
218 motor vehicles injuries, 59
pedestrian injuries and 10 bike
injuries took place on the stretch
of East Tremont Avenue between
2009 and 2013.

Pending installation, the new
pedestrian islands and safety
enhancements should assist the
current travel problems in the
area.

Continued on Page 4

Bronx Columbus parade
grand marshal named

BY PAIRICK ROCCHIU

A labor leader who grew up
in Morris Park has been se-
lected as the grand marshal
for the 2015 Bronx Columbus
Day Parade.

Mario Cilento, president of
the New York State AFL-CIO,
was selected as the grand mar-
shal of the parade, which will
make its way on Morris Park
Avenue from White Plains
Road to Williamsbridge Road
on Sunday, October 11 at
noon.

Parade coordinator 'l'ony
Signorile said that Cilento
was selected because he is an
important voice statewide as
president of New York’s largest
labor federation, representing
some 2.5 million members.

“He was not selected be-
cause he lived and was raised
in Morris Park,” said Signo-
rile. “He was selected for what
he does for families.”

For many years, the parade
dignitarylived in a building at

Continued on Page 11
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CEC 11 member named new president

BY JAIME WILLIAMS

Meet Steve Miller, the
newest president of Com-
munity Education Council
11.

Elected over the summer
by fellow council members,
Miller is in his third two-
year term with CEC 11.

Miller first got involved
with school leadership
about six years ago when
his youngest of four chil-
dren entered kindergarten
at the new P.S. 169, the Bay-
chester Academy.

Both he and his wife
helped form the school’s
Parent Teacher Associa-
tion, which he became pres-
ident of the following year.

The experience showed
him how important strong
parental involvement is in
the success of a school.

“It’s a night and day dif-
ference, where PTAs are in-
volved,” said Miller.

He was PTA president
for five years, as well as
president of the President’s
Council, where PTA lead-

ers come together to share
best practices.

Strongleadershipgroups
create stronger school com-
munities and improve rela-
tionships between parents,
teachers and administra-
tion, said Miller.

“You’re going to get a
better flow of informa-
tion back and forth,” said
Miller.

On the advice of his
daughter’s principal,
Miller ran for the CEC
several years ago, and has
since worked to elevate
school leadership across
the district.

The CEC is an advisory
board akin to the old school
boards, and is comprised of
11 elected parent members
and two community lead-
ers appointed by the Bronx
borough president.

There is currently a va-
cant seat for a parent of an
English Language Learner
on the council, said Miller.

Each school in the dis-
trict has a dedicated CEC
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member as a liaison to en-
sure their needs are being
heard, he said.

District 11  includes
the neighborhoods of Van
Nest, Morris Park, Pelham
Parkway, Allerton, Pelham
Gardens, Baychester, Wil-
liamsbridge, Wakefeild and
Co-op City.

Miller himself is a prod-
uct of District 11 public
schools, attending Michel-
angelo Middle School and
Truman High School, be-
fore going to Hunter Col-
lege and then working in
civil service.

“I’ve been public school
raised, and I think it’s im-
portant,” said Miller.

While the CEC deals
with a myriad of subjects
including school zoning,
two issues have emerged in
recent years as hot topics.

The district is under-
served in middle school
seats, said Miller, and each
year pushes for more as ele-
mentary schools keep open-
ing.

And the CEC also has
found itself fighting the co-
location of charter schools
in buildings where it feels
the placement is not appro-
priate or the space could
be better used by public
schools, an issue the CEC
confronted most recently
at the Michelangelo Middle
School building.

But the disagreements
with the Department of
Education are all done
with the kids in mind, said
Miller.

“We want the best educa-
tion for the students of the
district,” he said.

The CEC meets twice a
month throughout the dis-
trict, and all meetings are
open to the public. Miller
urged parents and guard-
ians to attend and contrib-
ute to the discussion.

“Come out and get in-
volved.”

For more information
about CEC 11 and the meet-
ing calendar, visit www.
BronxNewsSD11.org.

Steve Miller, president of Community Education

Council 11.

Community News Group / Jaime Williams

Take Control of Asthma & COPD
Free Asthma & COPD Workshop

Do you or a family member have asthma or COPD?
Montefiore invites you to attend a free workshop to
learn how asthma and COPD can be managed.

Tuesday, September 15, 2015, 10:00 - 11:00 am
Montefiore Medical Group — Grand Concourse
2532 Grand Concourse, Bronx

Advance registration is not required.
Family members and caregivers are welcome to attend.

Questions? Call 1-800-MD-MONTE (1-800-636-6683)

Montefiore

Inspired Medicine
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Mercy College hires former Bronx
Chamber of Commerce CEO

from Page 1

was not an important factor
in filling the position, the
spokesperson said.

The number one require-
ment for someone to be hired
for Caro’s new position is a
strong passion for the bor-
ough as someone who wants
to see it succeed and thrive,
she said.

“Lenny is a perfect fit
for this position and we are
so thrilled to have him on
board,” said Cioffi. “Lenny
is the epitome of the Bronx
having served on the Bronx
Chamber of Commerce for
13 years, and we’re excited
to see what wonderful op-
portunities he has to offer
our college and our stu-
dents.”

Joseph Kelleher, Bronx
Chamber of Commerce
chairman, confirmed Caro’s
passion for working with
and supporting youth and
young adults throughout his
years at the chamber.

This included bringing
New York Yankee baseball
players to visit pediatric can-

cer patients at Montefiore,
and visiting local schools
with Ray Negron, who is
part of the New York Yan-
kees front office and author
of a children’s books.

“He’s very passionate
about helping the youth and
in spreading a message that
they can become whatever
it is that they dream,” said
Kelleher. “Lenny is now do-
ing what he is so passionate
about.”

“'m very happy for
Lenny and I believe this po-
sition was made for someone
with his same dynamic per-
sonality. This is going to be
a wonderful time for Mercy
College,” said Geri Scior-
tino, a Bronx Chamber of
Commerce board member
and owner of Bronx Design
Group president.

“At the time he was
hired, the chamber was in
dire need of bringing itself
back out and reestablishing
itself,” she said. “We needed
a person who could market
that on a large scale, and
make the Bronx and the city

aware that the Bronx Cham-
ber existed and was getting
its footings.”

During Caro’s tenure at
the Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce, the chamber had dif-
ficulty maintaining mem-
bership, according to John
Collazzi, Bronx Chamber
founder and current board
member.

“I believe our new execu-
tive director, Michelle Dol-
gow Cristofaro, will be able
to correct the situation and
bring the Chamber along
so that its members receive
the benefits they expect,” he
added.

“With Michelle’s superior
academic background, the
issues of the past will be rec-
tified,” Collazzi concluded.

“Under Dolgow Cristo-
faro, Lisa Sorin, also a board
member, indicated that she
is confident the chamber will
continue to grow.

Sorin said that Cristofaro
has been working behind the
scenes and this will be an op-
portunity for all to see the
quality of her work.

Lenny Caro was recently hired by Mercy College to serve as chief community relations officer, Bronx.

Photo courtesy of Mercy College

Proposed
Wastchester Avae/Blondeall Ave

(Right) Two of the five pedestrian islands to be installed in Westchester Square will be located just off

of Westchester Avenue.

Photo courtesy of NYC DOT

Pedestrian safety improvements
coming to Westchester Square

from Page 1

Specifically, the pedes-
trian island installations
will take place just past
Frisby Avenue, just before
Ponton Avenue and just be-
fore Ericson Place.

Two pedestrian islands
will also be installed at
the intersection of East
Tremont Avenue and
Westchester Avenue.

This particular project,
which also includes the
installation of two neck-
downs, two large island ex-
pansions, crosswalks and
pedestrian ramps, should
alleviate and relieve traf-
fic while creating better
traveling situations for pe-
destrians.

“Having pedestrian
islands in Westchester
Square will eliminate traf-
fic because the pedestri-
ans who will stand on the
islands waiting to cross
would have otherwise been
in the street and blocking
traffic, creating a danger-
ous scenario and increas-
ing traffic backup,” said
Ken Kearns, district man-
ager for Community Board
10. “CB 10 supported this
portion of the (East Trem-
ont Avenue Traffic Study)
plan and, in that particu-
lar area, it should help
both sides - drivers and pe-
destrians.”

The installation of
these safety enhancements

in  Westchester Square
was originally part of the
larger planned project that
included the narrowing of
lanes on East Tremont Av-
enue from Ericson Place
to Bruckner Boulevard for
wider parking spaces on
the street and to improve
traffic flow.

Another part of the
original plan also included
the installation of a turn-
ing lane and turning East
Tremont Avenue from two
lanes to one lane each way.

Both parts of this plan
never came to fruition be-
cause of community con-
cern, the majority of which
strongly opposed the proj-
ect.
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New ambulatory surgery
center to open Sept. 16th

BY ROBERT WIRSING

Bronxites will have a new choice for qual-
ity healthcare services starting next Wednes-
day.

Fifteen of the area’s top surgeons col-
laborated with New York Eye and Eye Infir-
mary of Mt. Sinai and Ambulatory Surgical
Centers of America to form the Empire State
Ambulatory Surgery Center, a state-of-the-
art freestanding outpatient surgery center
located at 3170 Webster Avenue.

Empire State Ambulatory Surgery Center
will host a 6 p.m. ribbon-cutting ceremony on
Wednesday, September 16 at the new facility.

Prior to this ceremony, the center will
also host an open house for community lead-
ers, healthcare professionals and business
associates from 5:30 until 8:30 p.m. that same
evening.

In addition to a promise of providing out-
standing surgical services, the new center
will create over 40 new job opportunities for
professionals within the local community.

Completed at the end of 2014, the ambula-
tory surgery center is an 11,000 square foot
facility comprised of four operating rooms,
pre-operative and recovery areas, sterilizing
rooms, business office, reception area and 31
complimentary underground parking spots.

Empire State Ambulatory Surgery Center
will be operated by the local physician part-
ners with ASCOA providing administrative
services.

The facility’s physicians are experienced
professionals from major New York metro-
politan area academic institutions and per-
form outpatient surgical procedures in or-
thopedics, ophthalmology and podiatry.

The first surgical case at Empire State
Surgery Center was an orthopedics surgery
performed this past March 11.

“We are committed to providing the finest
healthcare services at Empire State Ambula-

tory Surgery Center and offer a minimally in-
vasive approach to complex problems,” stated
Dr. Arnold Wilson, ESASC medical director.

“For example, in orthopedics we offer ar-
throscopic procedures to the shoulders and
knee which allow professional athletes or
weekend warriors a quick return to sports,”
he added.

Dr. Wilson explained that many of ES-
ASC’s patients are accustomed to receiving
their medical care from larger medical in-
stitutions such as Montefiore and Jacobi, but
they can expect that same level of healthcare
at this smaller facility.

“Patients here have the advantage of re-
ceiving care from well-trained doctors with
university backgrounds working at this con-
veniently located center that’s accessible by
public transportation,” he said.

Tyler Merrill, ASCOA Business Develop-
ment executive vice president describes this
new facility as being “conveniently located
right off of the Bronx River Parkway and
equipped with today’s most advanced surgi-
cal equipment.”

According to Barry Finkelstein, Doctor of
Podiatric Medicine, Fellowship of American
College of Foot and Ankle Surgeon, the new
Empire Surgery Center set to open soon will
specialize in ambulatory surgery including
bunion and hammertoe corrections.

Finkelstein, one of the partners at this
surgery center, added treatment methods for
these deformities may include anti-inflam-
matory medication, physical therapy and/or
shoe wear modification and surgery by a po-
diatric surgeon is frequently recommended
to correct the problem should conservative
treatment not alleviate the pain.

He said ESASC will provide patients with
a friendly, professional staff in addition to
expert surgeons and nurses for all of their
needs.

Cindy Vogler, ESASC administrator (front row, I); BK Moon, DON; Doyle Hemphill, CST (backrow, I); Elisa
Schreiber, CSPD; Shirley Infante, RN; Jamie Lee, RN and Aileen Urban, RN.
Photo courtesy of Empire State Ambulatory Surgery Center
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Ring 10 hosting gala for retired boxers

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN

A local organization is
hosting an annual fund-
raising event to assist
boxers who have fallen on
hard times.

On Sunday, September
13, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
the Ring 10 Veterans Box-
ing Foundation of New
York will host their fifth
annual fundraising gala
at Marina del Rey, 1 Ma-
rina Drive, to support re-
tired professional boxers,
even former world cham-
pions, who lost their for-
tune after their fighting
careers ended.

The gala will include
a brunch, cocktail hour,
dinner and dessert as.

The event, which has
previously been attended
by former fighters and
world champions such
as James ‘BoneCrusher’
Smith, Livingstone Bram-
ble, ‘The Silk’ Michael
Olajide and Iran ‘The
Blade’ Barkley, among
others, provides money
and aid directly to the

retired boxers and their
families, paying for ex-
penses such as housing
and medical aid.

“This is our number
one fundraiser through-
out the entire year,” said
Mike Bernard, vice presi-
dent for Ring 10. “This is
an event where we (Ring
10) can give back to the
boxers that entertained
us so much when we were
younger, and what better
way to do so by holding
this gala and providing
them with the finances
and assistance they need -
and retired boxers should
know that they didn’t
need to be world cham-
pion for our organization
to help them out.”

Bernard also said that
Ring 10 meets the second
Tuesday of every month
at Rino’s Italian Restau-
rant, located on 3938 E.
Tremont Avenue, along
with cops, lawyers, local
politicians and residents
to discuss event and fund-
raising ideas for the re-

|

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13711007 TO 4:0

This year's annual fundraising gala poster.

Photo courtesy of Ring Ten / File photo

tired boxers in need.
Ring 10 also holds the
Breakfast of Champions,
a walk and Jog-A-Thon
that usually takes place
every July.
“These boxers enter-

tained us throughout the
years, and it is certainly
right that we support
them in their later years
when they are in a time of
need,” said Ed Delatorre,
assistant chief of NYPD

Indian Village vexed by influx of parking

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN

A residential neigh-
borhood in Morris Park
continues to be inun-
dated with parkers using
nearby health-related fa-
cilities.

Indian Village, a quiet,
quaint neighborhood of
Morris Park, has become
a parking lot primarily
for many employees who
work at Jacobi Medical
Center and students at-
tending Albert Einstein
College of Medicine who
choose not to park in
their facility’s lot, the
residents charge.

According to many
residents, employees and
students from these es-
tablishments park their
vehicles for two to three
days, sometimes a week
at a time, on their block.

There have even been
instances where vehicles
have been parked in the
same spot on the street
for two weeks straight.

Employees and stu-
dents have been seen

parking their vehicles on
Seminole Avenue, which
borders Jacobi, along
with Neill Avenue, Choc-
taw and Pawnee places
along Narragansett Av-
enue, and other locations
in the neighborhood.
Although local resi-
dents are upset with
these occurrences, they
have mentioned that
their frustrations have
to do with parking on
the quiet neighborhood’s
roads, not Seminole Av-
enue, which sees more
traffic on a daily basis.
“We’ll give them Semi-
nole Avenue to park their
vehicle,” said resident
Frank Vignali, who has
lived in Indian Village
for over 30 years, and has
witnessed this problem
for nearly a decade.
“This is a constant
problem that continues
to get worse - why do they
have to use our streets to
park when these students
and employees have park-
ing lots of their own that

they can use.”

“Many local residents,
myself included, can tell
that these vehicle belong
to employees and stu-
dents of the nearby medi-
cal facilities from the at-
tire they wear and the
backpacks they carry,”
Vignali added.

“Parking on the street
is not illegal, but the peo-
ple parking need to have
some common sense and
not park for extended pe-
riods of time.”

As Vignali cited,
parking on a residential
street, with the exception
of street cleaning, is not
illegal unless otherwise
posted.

However, parking in
driveways, on the cusp of
a driveway and in front
of fire hydrants is illegal,
and various vehicles in
the neighborhood have
broken each of these
laws.

Residents confirmed
that a red Nissa Sentra
has parked in front of a

fire hydrant on Neill Ave-
nue on several occasions.

Local residents who
choose to park their ve-
hicles on the street have
also said that their spots
are taken as soon as they
vacate them.

“As soon as you pull
out of a parking space on
the street, it is gone right
away,” said Joe Chiari-
ello, a life-long Indian
Village resident. “There
has also been a recent
influx of gypsy cabs and
they also park on the
street overnight.”

“Some of these drivers
can be arrogant,” said
Florence Chiariello, Joe’s
mom, a resident for al-
most50years. “Theydon’t
care how they park - and
if you tell them they’re on
the curb or in the drive-
way, they respond with
something like, ‘I'm not
in your driveway, or
‘you’ll be able to exit the
driveway just fine,” when
that is not the case. It’s
complete madness.”

and annual supporter of
theevent. “It’salso a great
opportunity for the fans
to meet their heroes.”

Ring 10 was founded
in 2010 by founder and
president Matt Farrago,
a retired professional
fighter, after developing a
relationship with former
world champion Iran Bar-
kley, who grossed $6 mil-
lion during his career but
ended up homeless after
his career ended.

Farrago, along with
other local boxing fa-
natics, then started an
organization based on
Barkley’s struggles with
finances.

“He started fighting
on the streets at a young
age and, unfortunately,
he became broke because
he was never properly
taught how to spend and
save his money,” said
John Marano, member
of Ring Ten. “Barkley’s
scenario is a prime ex-
ample of why Ring Ten
helps these retired boxers

out and fundraisers like
this gala are a great way
to give back to them, es-
pecially considering that
some of them are in need
of assistance.”

“He has become a very
close friend of mine, my
family, and he’s been a
regular volunteer at Villa
Maria Academy for over
ten years - he’s really a
great individual,” Ma-
rano added.

Each year, the fund-
raising gala also honors
various retired boxing
legends.

Honorees at the up-
coming gala will include
Teddy Atlas, a former
trainer for Mike Tyson
who currently serves
as the commentator on
ESPN2’s Friday Night
Fights.

This year’s gala will
include a brunch, cock-
tail hour, dinner and des-
sert as well as an open bar
and a silent/live auction.
HBO’s Harold Lederman
will host the event.

Employees and students from Jacobi and Einstein have been seen
parking their vehicles on Choctaw Place, among other Indian Vil-
lage streets, sometimes for days and weeks at a time.

Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

A spokesperson for
Jacobi has said that al-
though they can’t force
their employees to park
in their parking lots,
they can persuade more
employees to park there
with affordable parking
fees.

“Over the years, we
have had many meet-
ings and a continuous
dialogue with our neigh-
bors about parking is-
sues in Indian Village,”
said John Doyle, for Ja-

cobi. “While we cannot
compel our employees to
purchase parking, we do
offer on-campus parking
options for all employees
at an extremely afford-
able rate of about a dollar
a day, and we will con-
tinue to do everything
within our power to pro-
mote this with our em-
ployees and patients.”

Albert Einstein Col-
lege of Medicine could
not be reached for com-
ment.
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Sister Jean Thomas (c) with the group of St. Helena Business School Alumni during a reunion at Mon-
Photo courtesy of Monsignor Scanlan High School

signor Scanlan High School in May.

St. Helena Alums
Donate stone marker

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

Alumni of a shuttered
Bronx high school have
come together to remem-
ber the learning center that
shaped their futures.

Graduates of St. Hel-
ena Business High School,
which from 1957 to 2002 was
co-located on the campus
of St. Helena/Monsignor
Scanlan High School, have
reactivated their alumni as-
sociation.

They have a memorial
stone dedication planned at
the location on the grounds
where their school once
stood.

The monument to the
school, known first as St.
Helena Business and later
as St. Helena Commercial,
will be dedicated at Msgr.
Scanlan at 1 p.m. on Satur-
day, October 3.

The group of dedicated
alums from 1964 to 1966
raised funds for the marker
and contacted their fellow
classmates, in the process
adding contact informa-
tion for roughly 250 gradu-
ates of St. Helena Business
from the school to the Msgr.
Scanlan High School devel-
opment office.

Karen Gennarelli, Scan-
lan’s director of develop-
ment, said she had long
sought to add graduates
from the St. Helena Busi-
ness/Commercial High
School to the alumni da-
tabase, but few were ever
added because during most
of its existence it was re-
ally considered a separate
entity.

“For whatever reason,
the business school stu-
dents...were treated differ-
ently from other students,”
she said, explaining that
the students were not given
the respect they deserve
by being included as Scan-
lan alumni after the school
closed.

They were kept mostly
separate from students
in the boys and girls high
schools, which later became
the coeducational Msgr.
Scanlan, who were on a col-
lege prep track.

The business school was
seen mostly as a work force
ready curriculum, and in
the 1960s, their were not
expected to attend college,
though many eventually
did.

“The work thatthese gen-
tlemen have done added 250
names to our (alumni) data-
base,” said Gennarelli, add-
ing “They have been most
successful in their endeav-
ors, and we are now getting
phone calls every day about
the business school.”

The effort was spear-
headed by Bob Louittit, who
lamented the loss of regular
reunions after 2002.

He put together a team
that came to included busi-
ness school alumni James
Appollo, Roy Casse, Fred
Driehl, Jerry Kroner, Kevin
O’Kane and Bob Spinic-
chia.

“When I called them up
and told them what I wanted
to do, they didn’t need to be
convinced,” said Louittit.
“Everybody had the same

reaction -- ‘let’s do this,
--because everybody loved
the place.”

Driehl recalled his ex-
perience at the business
school as a formative one,
and credited a teacher
and principal, Sister Jean
Thomas.

“Sister Jean Thomas
was a unique person,” said
Driehl. “She was a young
nun at the time who was the
original tough love practi-
tioner, and held everyone to
a high standard, but at the
same time pushed everyone
to achieve at higher levels
than we had set (as goals)
for ourselves.”

The group chose to honor
Sister Jean Thomas with a
holiday dinner recently and
again at a school function
in May.

The dedication of the
memorial should mark a re-
birth of the St. Helena Busi-
ness/Commercial High
School’s alumni effort.

It will be situated near a
group of buildings that once
housed the former high
school on the Msgr. Scanlan
campus in Throggs Neck. It
will be made of granite.

“We felt that there
should be some memorial at
the location that states that
the school was there,” said
Louittit.

Anyone who is interested
in attending the dedica-
tion should visit the Scan-
lan website, www.scan-
lanhs.edu. Click on ‘Alumni
Events’ and then ‘Business/
Commercial School Dedica-
tion.

PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY

Shred your personal documents
and papers securely... for FREE!

Ridgewood Savings Bank

1770 East Gun Hill Road
Bronx, NY 10469

SATURDAY
September 19th

9am - 1pm

Acceptable Materials to Shred

Microfilm Paper (white or colored)
Microfiche Staples and paper clips
CDs & DVDs Old check books

Plastic ID cards
Credit cards
File folders

Carbon paper
Computer disks
Empty prescription bottles

No appointment necessary.
Limit two boxes per household.

For more information call 718+671°4600

Ridgewood is proud to partner with @ le

to help protect SAVINGS BANK
(mm your privacy.
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Residents would like to see deer crossing signs installed along City Island Road, among other areas in

Pelham Bay Park.

Steven Goodstein / Community News Group

Push for deer crossing
signs In Pel Bay Park

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN

The borough of the
Bronx is deer country, or
at least a proposed sign
installation would suggest
that.

For almost a decade,
Bronx residents have been
pushing for the installa-
tion of deer crossing signs
on roads in Pelham Bay
Park to protect the safety
of both motorists and wild-
life.

The deer crossing signs
would provide alevel of cau-
tion after two car crashes
involving deer took place
this past summer, accord-
ing to local residents.

A NYC Department
of Parks and Recreation
study on the wildlife of Pel-
ham Bay Park, conducted
as recently as last Decem-
ber, seems to support the
idea.

These studies have con-
cluded that the deer popu-
lation in the Bronx, or at
least Pelham Bay Park, is
increasing.

With the deer popu-
lation on the rise, along
with this past summer’s
incidents, it would seem
that deer crossing signs on
these roads would increase
safety for everybody.

“I'm sure there were
more than two incidents,”
said John Doyle, corre-
sponding secretary for the
City Island Civic Associa-
tion, referring to the car
crashes involving deer

this past summer. “When
you have drivers, espe-
cially drivers not familiar
with these surroundings at
night, traveling well over
the speed limit (35 mph),
the situation can turn dan-
gerous and deadly very
quickly.”

Doyle, who has been
pushing for the installa-
tion of these signs since
2007, also said that Pelham
Bay Park has seen an in-
crease in coyotes.

He added that the CICA
offered to pay for perma-
nent signage on the park’s
roads after the DOT con-
sidered temporary signage
in past years.

“When these incidents
occur, the drivers won’t go
through their insurance or
report the incident because
their rates will be raised,”
Doyle said. “We need to get
these signs installed before
a fatal or serious accident
occurs again.”

Doyle added that it
would be helpful if the
signs were also stationed at
the entrance of Pelham Bay
Park, the Pelham Bridge
and the on and off ramps
of the Hutchinson River
Parkway, along with City
Island and Shore roads.

“The Bronx is very dif-
ferent from the movie ste-
reotypes with which we
are associated,” said Liz-
beth Gonzalez, president
of the Friends of Pelham
Bay Park. “Striking a deer

while driving can result in
a fatality or serious injury
so signage that reminds
drivers to slow down is
good for both the deer and
drivers.”

“These signs are
needed, due to the increase
of the deer population in
Pelham Bay Park over the
years,” said Assemblyman
Michael Benedetto. “The
results of these incidents
are obviously tragic for the
deer but also for the driver.
If signs are installed, they
should be permanent - why
temporary? If the deer pop-
ulation decreases in the
next decade, then adjust-
ments can be made.”

There are currently no
plans for installation of
temporary or permanent
deer crossing signs.

“Various studies have
shown that signs that alert
drivers to infrequent en-
counters or possible situa-
tion, such as deer crossing,
do not have a consistent im-
pact on driver behavior,” a
DOT spokesperson said.
“In addition, support re-
search has shown that deer
crossing warning signs
do not reduce deer vehicle
crashes. DOT is aware of
community concerns re-
garding deer in the area
and have reminded the
general public that driving
at the posted speed limit
gives them sufficient time
to manage any wildlife in-
teractions on the road.”

Danielle Raia named newest
commander of the 45th Pct.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

Thenew commanding of-
ficer of the 45th Precinct al-
ways admired the strength
and the helpful nature of
police officers, and it drove
her to join the NYPD.

Now Captain Danielle
Raia, who has served in a
variety of capacities in the
NYPD including assisting
commanding officers, nar-
cotics and intelligence, took
over command at the 45th
Precinctfrom outgoing Dep-
uty Inspector James McG-
eown, who went to Bronx
Borough Command.

Joining the NYPD be-
fore the 9/11 attacks, Raia
has steadily risen through
the ranks, being promoted
to a captain in 2014 and
serving as an executive offi-
cer, the second in command
at a precinct, before tak-
ing over the reins several
weeks ago.

“It is definitely a transi-
tion; there is a lot more to
be concerned about, to han-
dle and supervise,” she said
of being the 45th Precinct’s
commanding officer. “But it
is definitely rewarding, and
Tamhavinga good time and
enjoying it.”

She has yet to have a
bad experience, she said
in an interview shortly be-
fore her first 45th Precinct
Community Council meet-

ing on Thursday, Septem-
ber 3, adding that working
with the community was
also making the experience
what it is.

“It is a great community;
they are very involved,
which is important,” said
the captain. “If they need
me, they can call on me at
any time.”

She added of her recep-
tion: “It is just a really good
vibe.”

Raiastarted asabeat cop
and subsequently worked
narcotics in Brooklyn’s
90th Precinct in William-
burg, and was a sergeant
in Richmond Hill, Queens
102nd Precinct when she
was assigned to the Intel-
ligence Division in 2006 As
part of that assignment, she
ran search warrants, spoke
to prisoners and had confi-
dential informants.

She was promoted to
lieutenant in 2011, and
served on a boroughwide
anti-crime task force based
in East New York, Brook-
lyn’s 75th Precinct.

Raia is the first in her
family to become a police
officer, and said that she
wanted to do something
different than many in her
family.

“Iam the first in my fam-
ily,” said Raia, who added
that as 45th Precinct com-

L1

mander she would focus on
quality-of-life complaints,
including noise complaints
and traffic concerns.

Then, of course, Captain
Raia said that she would
be focused on keeping the
precinct safe and deploying
resources where they are
needed.

“It is definitely one of the
best places in the Bronx for
sure,” she said, adding that
one of the strengths of the
command is that the public
works together and contrib-
utes to their safety.

The captain appears to
want to engage with the
community, highlighting
an open-door policy.

When asked about her
philosophy of policing, she
cited what many people re-
fer to as the ‘Golden Rule,
an ethic of reciprocity.

“Treat others how you
would like to be treated,”
she said, adding “no one is
above anyone else.”

At her first council
meeting, Raia seemed to
have been well prepared,
said council board member
John Doyle.

“It seemed like her re-
sponses were very detailed
oriented,” he said of ques-
tions asked during the
meeting, adding that she
used 911 data and other de-
tailed factual information.
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Captain Danielle Raia is the new commanding officer of the 45th Precinct.
Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio



Annual Orchard Beach classic car show

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A time honored
Bronx classic car and
motorcycle show is bound
to have more than a
few hearts and engines
racing this year.

The 15th Annual Or-
chard Beach Classic Car
and Motorcycle Show 2015
set for Sunday, September
20 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. in-
side the beach’s parking
lot.

The rain date for this
show is set for Sunday,
September 27.

Hosted by the East-
coast Classic Car Asso-
ciation, this dynamic car
show usually attracts
thousands of people, clas-
sic cars and motorcycles,
according to John Mon-
solino, ECCA president.

He added, there is a $10
entry fee for each spec-
tator, $20 per classic car
with one person and $10
each passenger.

In addition, there is a
police-escorted motorcy-
cle run to the World Trade

Center site which is $30
plus $10 extra for any
passenger and this price
includes re-entry into
the car show.

A portion of the pro-
ceeds will be donated to
the New York City Pa-
trolmen’s Benevolent
Association Widows and
Orphans Fund and St.
Jude Children’s Hospi-
tal.

In addition, proceeds
will also be donated to
St. Mary’s Children’s
Hospital and Little Peo-
ple of America, said
Monsolino.

“Last year, we added
a new charity, St. Jude’s
Children Research Hos-
pital which we donated
$5,000 to and we will be
donating to them once
again this year,” said
Monsolino.

Sports and entertain-
ment celebrities expected
to attend this year include
WCBS-FM DJ Joe Causi
serving as Master of Cer-
emonies; the heavy metal

Spectators at last year's classic car and motorcycle show gather
around to get a closer look at various eye catching cars.

Photo courtesy of John Monsolino

tribute band Kiss Alive;
Showtime Dance Band
performing Doo Wop and
Motown hits; ‘Sons of An-
archy’ star Chuck Zito; co-
median Victor Dibitetto;
cast members of the re-

Lt. Clesse Memorial Run/Walk set

BY ROBERT WIRSING

Community and law en-
forcement members will be
honoring the memories of
9/11 victims and a late 49th
Precinct lieutenant this
Saturday.

The 49th Precinct’s 14th
annual Lieutenant Thomas
Clesse 5K Run/Walk Com-
memorating 9/11 will make
tracks this Saturday, Sep-
tember 12 at 10 a.m. from
Eastchester Road to White
Plains Road and back on
Pelham Parkway with all
proceeds to be donated to
the Widows and Orphans
of Fallen Police Officers
Fund.

This annual event hon-
ors the memories of the
victims of the September
11, 2001 terrorist attacks
as well as the late Lieuten-
ant Clesse who served and
protected the community
while working at the 49th
Precinct for over 35 years
before passing away from
cancer in 2000.

This yearly event was
created in 2001 to honor
both victims of the terrorist

attacks and of the late Lieu-
tenant Clesse who was con-
sidered by many in the pre-
cinct to be an exceptional
example of a dedicated po-
lice officer willing to give
his time to help others.
Sponsored by the 49th
Precinct’s Captain Keith
Walton, 49th Precinct Com-
munity Council president
Joseph Thompson and
Simone Development at
Hutchinson Metro Center
president Joseph Kelleher,
the 5K race includes un-
der 50/over 50 male and fe-
male categories, trophies
awarded to 1st, 2nd and
3rd place winners, a free T-
shirt as well as a free lunch
provided at Gleason’s Cafe
located at 2040 Eastchester
Road after the race for all
runners and walkers.
Tickets for the 5K run/
walk cost $20 for all partici-
pants over age 13 and regis-
tration will take place this
Saturday at 9 a.m. in front
of the precinct’s 2121 East-
chester Road location.
Those who wish to pay
the entry fee using a check

are asked to make them out
to ‘49th Precinct Club’.

As a safety precaution,
the roads will be closed
to everyone excluding the
event’s runners and walk-
ers.

Thompson said a 5K run
for children under age 13
is planned for Saturday’s
event.

Children under 13-years
old involved in the 5K Run/
Walk will receive medals
for their participationand a
dinner for two raffle draw-
ing for Frankie and John-
nie’s Pine Restaurant will
be held during this event.

“We were all taken by
surprise on 9/11 and this
event helps people stay
alert and remember the sac-
rifices these people made to
save others that day,” ex-
plained Thompson. “This
race pays tribute to real he-
roes who died to save others
during this tragedy and to
honor those who ultimately
gave their own lives so oth-
ers may live.”

“We’'ve sponsored this
yearly event for the past

ality television show,
‘Jerseylicious’ and other
celebrities yet to be an-
nounced.

Celebrities are ex-
pected to sign autographs
on one stage, with the

other stage reserved for
comedic and live musical
performances.

However, the real stars
are the vintage autos
ranging from the Ford
Model T to muscle cars.

Those who attend will
have the chance to fully
check out and appreciate
these horsepower mar-
vels and enjoy a meet and
greet with their owners.

Most notable at this
year’s show will be all of
the Batmobiles spanning
from the classic 1960s
‘Batman’ television show
starring Adam West to
those most recently fea-
tured in the top grossing
‘Dark Knight’ film trilogy
starring Christian Bale.

This annual classic car
and motorcycle show was
first started in November
2001 at Orchard Beach.

The show was founded
by former NYPD Highway
patrol officer Joe Caldwell
who worked at Ground
Zero following the terror-
ist attacks, partnering

with Monsolino in 2005
to continue the annual
show.

The Orchard Beach
Classic Car and Motor-
cycle Show has since then
become one of the most
successful shows of its
kind.

“It’s one of the biggest
one-day car shows here
on the east coast and it’s a
great family outing which
helps benefit those who
are in need,” said Mon-
solino.

“If you want to have
a great day at the beach,
come to the Orchard
Beach Classic Car and
Motorcycle Show,” he
added.

Disciples of the road-
way beasts of yesteryear
travel from New Jersey,
Connecticut, New Hamp-
shire and in some cases in
trailers as far as the south
to visit the annual Bronx
event, shared Monsolino.

For more information,
visit www.orchardbeach-
carshow.com.

Lieutenant Clesse (far right) with Sgt. Roger Alequin (1), Officer Charlie Ortiz, Officer Mickey Boyle,
Officer Ralph Pena, Officer Mary Anne Dolphin, Officer Dean Manfredonia and Officer Patrick Durkin

taken on July 1992 at the 49th Precinct's Training Room.

Photo courtesy of Mickey Boyle

few years and the Hutchin-
son Metro Center has a
very strong, ongoing re-
lationship with the 49th
Precinct which provides
great policing for the entire
community,” said Kelleher.
“We feel it’s a very worthy
cause to support both 9/11
victims and our local law
enforcement.”

Retired 49th Club presi-
dent Mickey Boyle worked
alongside the late lieuten-
ant who served as a commu-
nity policing supervisor.

“He was a very selfless

guy and we used to call him
a ‘real cop’s cop’ because of
how exceptional he was,”
said Boyle. “Clesse was all
about the community and
naming this race after him
is a well deserved honor for
him. He was a great boss
and exceptional leader
and we all miss him very
much.”

Betsy Aleman worked
at the 49th Precinct’s Com-
munity Affairs and was
Lieutenant Clesse’s part-
ner.

“He

started his ca-

reer as a cop walking the
beat on the streets of Fort
Apache before moving
to the 32nd Precinct and
eventually the 49th Pre-
cinct,” said Aleman. “He
never forgot where he was
from and loved working in
the Bronx. He was my con-
fidant and best friend and
when I met his family, I felt
like I was a part of it, too.”

For more information,
contact the 49th Precinct
Community Affairs Office
at either (718) 918-2025 or
(718) 918-2032.
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(i BRONX Weekly classifieds

To Advertise Call: 718-260-2555 - classified@cnglocal.com

» EMPLOYMENT

Deadline: 4pm Thursday

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-2555

>MEDICAL >MEDICAL
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

> HELP WANTED ‘ > HELP WANTED ‘ > HELP WANTED

ABLE HEALTH CARE
HOME HEALTH AIDES!

OPEN HOUSE

76 Mamaroneck Ave, Suite 18, White Plains NY
Tuesday, September 22, 10:00am-3:00pm

Certified Home Health Aides/CNA’s

Travel Reimbursement for Drivers
You will need to bring the following to Open House
Original HHA Certificate/CNA License
2 forms of ID (State or Federal issued photo ID
+ Proof of Employment Eligibility)

NEW HIGHER PAY RATES

+ $1200 BONUS PROGRAM
FREE Training Classes

Classes Start Oct 5 in Queens
Call for Schedule in Other Areas

GREAT
BENEFITS

Health Insurance
Vacation Pay, Sick Pay, Personal Pay

Full Time  Part Time
Weekends
All Shifts - All Locations

L

Certified Home Health Agency

Bronx/Westchester 914-:470-9927

Brooklyn 718-947-3691  Queens 718-947-3671
Suffolk 631.729-2383

Call us for
complete details
about our
Bonus program

Nassau 516-634-2115
www.ablehealthcare.com

Companions & Homemalers
Live-In Companions Wanted Throughout Connecticut

We are Looking for Responsible Individuals with Life Experience
who Enjoy Working with the Elderly & Making a Difference
in Someone’s Life.
e Choose Your Own Hours
¢ Both Full-Time & Temporary Positions Available
* 80% Medical & 401K
e Competitive Wages, Merit-Based Bonuses, Paid Training,

Recognition & Incentive Programs

For employment opportunities, apply online today at:
www.caregiverjobsct.com

Or for more information, call us at: 888-844-4442
CT DCP HCA 0000101

Receptionist FT/PT
Prominent caterer
seeking reliable person.
Must be computer savvy
& able to handle busy
phones. Nights/
weekdays & weekends
available. Email res to :

To Advertise Here
Call 718-260-2555
OR

Fax 718-260-2549

taxitbom@aol.com

> HELP WANTED | > HELP WANTED | > HELP WANTED

Classified Advertising Sales
Account Executive

We are looking to hire an individual with a proven track record in
advertising sales to sell print and digital advertising campaigns
in a wide range of categories including
recruitment, real estate, service and more.

You will have the opportunity to sell into the largest group of community
newspapers, specialty magazines and local websites in New York City.

Responsibilities
e |dentify client needs, communicate the benefits of our
audience-based marketing solutions as they relate to
each need and then sell the appropriate campaign.
¢ Negotiate contracts.
* Manage day-to-day activities using a CRM system.
* Meet or exceed revenue expectations.

ualifications
e Sales experience.

¢ Proficient in sales calling including upselling,
appointment setting and cold calling.
¢ Ability to work through objections/concerns
regarding costs, budgets and selling strategies.
POSITION OFFERS

Base salary plus commission, 401K, Paid Vacation and medical

Please send your resume and cover letter to: epechenaya@cnglocal.com

AL %
COMMUNITY

Community News Growp  MEDIA

CNG/NYCCM IS AN EOE

> HELP WANTED ‘ > HELP WANTED

IMMEDIATE HIRE!

Heavy Equipment Mechanic/
Operator Needed

MUST have 5+ years experience
repairing Caterpiller-Komatsu and
Diesel Engines. Must have own tools
and transportation.

Bronx, New York location.

Fax resume to 347-810-9988

CALL 718-260-2359
T0 ADVERTISE HERE

Dr&SmJobsN\C

Start Your Career

With A Job That's Right For You!

Try Real-Time Job Matching™ & get hired fast.

www.DreamJobsNYC.com




Backpacks for Hope at the Bronx YMCA

On Sunday, August 30,
the Children’s Hope Chest
partnered with the Bronx
YMCA for a back-to-school
event called, Backpacks for
Hope.

Over the last ten years
the Children’s Hope Chest
has been donating back-
packs and supplies to Bronx
YMCA Summer Camp Kkids,
and this year, backpacks
were also given to the New

e R

York Foundation.

As a way to engage all
members of the family, the
kids also read aloud and
signed a “Backpacks for
Hope” pledge, which read:

With these supplies,

I pledge to do my best, in
reading, math and all the
rest.

I pledge to obey the
rules, in my class and in
my school.

Families read, discussed, and signed the pledge.

Bronx Columbus parade
grand marshal named

from Page 1

the corner of Williams-
bridge Road and Lydig
Avenue, said Cilento.

Being named grand
marshal was a surreal
moment, and a chance to
show his pride in being
an Italian American and
that the labor movement
is part of the larger com-
munity, he said.

“I am honored as an
Italian American, a la-
bor leader, and as some-
one who marched in that
parade when I was 10
years old,” said Cilento,
adding “To lead this pa-
rade, all of those years
later, is a remarkable
honor.”

Being an Italian
American plays an im-
portant role in his life,
said Cilento, explaining
that it was important
in shaping his think-
ing, and on placing an
emphasis on family and

encouraging close com-
munal bonds.

Cilento attended lo-
cal schools: P.S. 108, I.S.
144, Christopher Colum-
bus High School and
Fordham University.

His father, Ray Ci-
lento, was involved in
his community and was
a long time little league
volunteer, the grand
marshal said.

The elder Cilento
has a street corner near
where the family lived
at 1144 Lydig Avenue
named after him.

The parade commit-
tee selected two hon-
orees in addition to Ci-
lento, said Signorile.

It selected Josephine
Fanelli, St. Theresa
School principal, as its
honorary grand mar-
shal. The award usually
goes to an educator.

She was selected for
her dedication to young

I pledge to respect my-
self and others too.

I’ll expect the best in all
Ido, I am here tolearnall I
can, to try my best and be
allTam!

With distributing over
200 backpacks and supplies,
it was a successful and fun
event with the Children’s
Hope Chest as they wished
the children good luck in
the new school year!

Mario Cilento, president of the
New York State AFL-CIO, has
been selected as the grand mar-
shal of the 2015 Bronx Columbus
Parade.

Photo courtesy of the New York
State AFL-CIO

people, and also be-
cause she helped judge
the Miss Columbus en-
trants for last year’s
parade, the coordinator
said.

“Josephine goes

Josephine Fanelli
Photo courtesy of St. Theresa
School

above and beyond,” said
Signorile, adding that
many educators are not
fully appreciated for all
they do on a daily basis
to educate and protect
children.

Fanelli is the re-
cently-elected president
of the Forum of Italian
American Educators.

She has 28 years of

experience with Arch-
diocese of New York
schools.

“I was delighted and
honored to be the hon-
orary grand marshal,”
said Fanelli. “I am fol-
lowing the footsteps of
my former superinten-
dent, Roseann Carote-
nuto, who was my men-
tor and role model for
the past eight years that
I have been principal.”

For the parade’s
business award, Signo-
rile said it would go to
Joseph Lucchese of Jo-
seph A. Lucchese Fu-
neral Home at 726 Mor-
ris Park Avenue.

“He was chosen be-
cause he is a profes-
sional and a commu-
nity-oriented person,”
said Signorile of Luc-
chese. “When I need
something, he is always
the person who steps
forward.”

Signorile added that
the parade’s annual din-
ner dance would be on
Sunday, September 27
from 3 to 9 p.m. at Mae-
stro’s Caterers. Tickets
for the event are $85.
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- 10% LESS

ON ANY PURCHASE

Cannot be used on sales items or already discounted
prices. With this coupon ONLY. Cannot combine offers.
Expires September 30, 2015

PELHAM
LUMBER Fex :

Checks & Major Credit Cards Accepted. Hours: Monday - Friday 7:30 am to 5 pm, Saturday 7:30am to 3pm

437 FIFTH AVENUE ¢ PELHAM, NY 10803 » 914-738-0288 *« WWW.PELHAMLUMBER.COM

We have been a local lumber yard & hardware store for over 40 years, serving our community, with a wide variety of building materials that have been
available & that are now available. This provides us a lot of experience to assist you in selecting the proper products for your repair or renovation job.

Whether you are a contractor or a do-it yourselfer, we have the supplies for you.
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