
BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The days of  leaky ceilings 

are coming to an end for resi-
dents of the Parkside Houses.

The New York City Housing 
Authority complex will soon 
have new roofs to keep out the 
water that regularly seeps into 
the apartments.

Councilman Ritchie Torres 
announced the city’s $16 mil-
lion project to replace all 14 
roofs in the Parkside Houses 

on Friday, August 21.
The project is part of $100 

million in funding this year, 
and $300 over three years, to 
replace the roofs at 66 NYCHA 
buildings across the city.

The roofs at the Parkside 
Houses are among the worst in 
public housing, said Torres of 
the development in his district, 
and they should have been re-
placed a long time ago. Resi-

BY ROBERT WIRSING
An armed robbery at Green 

Apple Deli in Throggs Neck has 
shaken the community to its core.

On Monday, August 24, at 2 
a.m., Imad Aloudy, 22, the deli’s 
cashier, was working when three 
men wearing hooded jackets and 
face masks held him hostage as 
they robbed the store.

During this incident, one of the 
gunmen pistol whipped Aloudy 
before the trio made off with a 
backpack full of stolen items.

According to a NYPD spokes-
man and Aloudy, the suspects 
made off with $1,300 in cash, about 
$600 worth of scratch-off NYS Lot-
tery tickets, a carton of cigarettes 
and the cashier’s iPhone 5 and his 
iPad Air before fl eeing eastbound 
on Lafayette Avenue, the same di-
rection they approached from be-
fore entering the establishment.

Aloudy, a Throggs Neck resi-
dent, said he was away from the 
counter repairing the store’s cof-
fee machine when two men en-
tered the store.

One of the gunmen carrying a 
big backpack closed the front door 
as a third man stood at the far cor-
ner of the store pretending to be a 
customer.

A second man approached 
Aloudy from behind, gripping a 
black semi-automatic handgun 
and pressed it into his back warn-
ing him not to move.

The gunman directed Aloudy 
to stand behind the deli counter 
as his backpack- wearing accom-
plice armed with the same type 
of weapon jumped over the store 
counter and twisted the security 
camera around to face the wall 
before raiding the store’s two cash 
registers.

Aloudy pled with the perpetra-
tors to spare his life as the gun-

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The largest outbreak of Legion-

naires’ disease in the city’s his-
tory has been declared over, and 
the source has been identifi ed.

City, state and federal health 
offi cials announced on August 
20 that the Mott Have-based out-
break originated in the cooling 
towers of the newly refurbished 
Opera House Hotel.

Since the outbreak began on 
July 10, 124 people fell ill with the 
form of pneumonia and 12 died. 
No new cases were identifi ed after 
August 3.

The disease is caused by  the 

Legionella bacteria, found in wa-
ter, which can grow to unsafe lev-
els in warm environments such as 
in a cooling tower. 

People contract the disease 
when they breathe in a mist or va-
por containing the bacteria.

With extensive sampling of 
cooling towers and testing of Le-
gionella bacteria, the laborato-
ries have matched the Legionella 
strain found in the Opera House 
Hotel cooling tower with the 
strain found in patients. 

Further investigation by the 
Health Department supports the 
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Twisting The Day Away

SOURCE OF LEGIONNAIRES’ 
DESEASE FOUND IN BX.

Angelina Hernandez twirls a hula hoop at the 3rd Annual Cruger-Mace 
Back to School Block Party. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The community honored Mother Te-

resa near her 105th birthday with its an-
nual food drive to benefit the pantry at 
the Jewish Community Council of Pel-
ham Parkway.

Councilman James Vacca, who or-
chestrated the collection along with As-
semblyman Mark Gjonaj, gathered with 
local community leaders to mark the 
culmination of the drive on Tuesday, 
August 25, the day before the revered 
mother’s birthday.

Members of the Albanian American 
Society Foundation and the Pelham 
Parkway Neighborhood Association 
joined Vacca on Lydig Avenue at Hol-
land Avenue, which was dedicated as 
‘Mother Teresa Way’ several years ago, 
before bringing the food to the pantry of 
the Jewish Community Council of Pel-
ham Parkway.

The annual food drive was started 
five years ago to honor Mother Teresa 
on her 100th birthday and imitate the 
good works she did in her lifetime, said 
Vacca.

Although the drive takes place each 
August, Vacca hopes it reminds people 
that they can help their neighbors all 
year long by bringing non-perishable 
food to the pantry at 2157 Holland Av-
enue.

“There’s always an opportunity for 
people to donate to a local food bank,” 
said Vacca.

Since the food pantry at the Jewish 

Community Council of Pelham Parkway 
was established in 1982, the food pan-
try has served more and more people as 
other local food banks have closed their 

doors over the years, said executive di-
rector David Edelstein.

“The number of people who have come 
to depend on us has grown,” he said.

The food bank is now the third larg-
est in the Bronx. 

Although the council receives the 
bulk of the food they distribute from the 
Food Bank for New York City, which is 
funded by the city and state, they are 
always looking to supplement that with 
donations from individuals or commu-
nity groups.

“The food we get from the Food Bank 
typically disappears the day it arrives,” 
said Edelstein. “Any amount of food that 
comes in gets used.”

The council also receives funding 
from Vacca for the food bank each year, 
starting with $10,000 in 2006 and reach-
ing about $19,000 this year.

The organization is important to 
Vacca because its the only food bank in 
the neighborhood open Monday through 
Friday. 

His office regularly refers people 
who are applying for food stamps, but 
are hungry in the interim, he said.

“It’s always here for people in need,” 
said Vacca.

Edelstein said this year’s drive col-
lected a few hundred pounds of food, in-
cluding 48 boxes of macaroni.
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Food pantry drive honors Mother Teresa

(Above) Food collected during the annual Mother Teresa food drive by Councilman James Vacca and 
Assemblyman Gjonaj’s offi ces was donated to the Jewish Community Council of Pelham Parkway’s food 
pantry on August 25.  Photo byJaime Williams
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904 Morris Park Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10469

(718) 597-9869

andreasdancestudio.com

2015 NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONS!
2 Years to Adults

Beginner to 
Professional Level

FALL REGISTRATION  
$25

August 26th–28th  
3:00pm–8:00pm 

August 29th  
11:00am–3:00pm

August 31st–September 3rd 
4:00pm–8:00pm

CLASSES BEGIN  
Saturday September 12th

LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

Andrea’s 
Dance

Studio
EARLY REGISTRATION GOING ON NOW / $15

MOMMY & ME
TAP
BALLET
BOYS HIP HOP
HIP HOP
JAZZ
LYRICAL/CONTEMPORARY
GYMNASTICS
POINTE
ADULT TAP & JAZZ
*NEW* TUMBLEBUGS(3–5YRS)
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conclusion that this cool-
ing tower was the source of 
the outbreak, according to a 
statement from the mayor’s 
offi ce.

The Health Department 
continues to investigate the 
circumstances that led this 
cooling tower to become 
the outbreak source; inad-
equate maintenance and 
inadequate levels of biocide 
may have contributed, ac-
cording to the statement. 

The hotel has cooperated 
fully with all agencies in-
volved in the investigation, 
has cleaned and disinfected 
its tower, and is working 
with the Health Depart-
ment on long-term main-
tenance that is consistent 
with industry standards.

A statement from the ho-
tel in the wake of the news 
said the fi ndings were “dis-
apointing.”

“It’s particularly disap-
pointing because our sys-
tem is two years old, has 
the most up-to-date technol-
ogy available and our main-
tenance plan has been con-
sistent with the regulations 
that both the city and the 
state are putting in place,” 
the statement reads.

The Opera House Hotel 
supports the recent legisla-
tion to regulate the cooling 
towers, and said they in-
tend to go above and beyond 
the new requirement to test 
the towers every 90 days, in-
stead testing every 30 days 
when the tower is in opera-
tion.

“Given recent events, 
we have decided to be es-
pecially cautious going for-

ward,” the statement reads.
The legislation to regu-

late cooling towers in the 
wake of the outbreak is the 
fi rst of its kind in the na-
tion, and was signed into 
immediate effect by Mayor 
de Blasio on August 18.

The legislation requires 
the registration of all cool-
ing towers, annual certifi ca-
tion, quarterly inspection, 
and reporting of increased 
microbes to the Depart-
ment of Health and Mental 
Hygiene. 

The legislation also 
mandates the disinfection 
of cooling towers with lev-
els of microbes that pose 
potential health risks, and 
outlines monetary conse-
quences for non-compli-
ance.

“Historic legislation 
passed by the City Coun-
cil and signed by Mayor de 
Blasio should help prevent 

tragic outbreaks like this 
from occurring again,” said 
Department of Health Com-
missioner Mary Bassett in 
a statement.

And although the out-
break is over, its effects are 
not fi nished. 

The fi rst lawsuit against 
the Opera House Hotel was 
recently fi led by Ronald J. 
Katter on behalf of Leslie 
Noble, a 54-year-old man 
who was hospitalized with 
Legionnaires’ disease.

The complaint accuses 
the defendant hotel of neg-
ligence, carelessness and 
recklessness, which con-
tributed to the decline of 
Mr. Noble’s mental, physi-
cal and emotional health. 

It also accuses the ho-
tel ownership of failing to 
maintain the cleanliness of 
the cooling towers and the 
upkeep of the hotel’s struc-
ture.

man kept the gun aimed at 
the back of Aloudy’s head 
warning the young cashier 
not to move.

The gunman then pis-
tol whipped Aloudy in the 
back knocking him straight 
to the fl oor behind the deli 
counter.

During the incident, 
the third man periodically 
checked the door and his 
cell phone as he texted, 
Aloudy added.

The gunman stood above 
Aloudy warning him not 
to move as the trio began 
leaving the store with their 
loot.    

Shaken to his core, 
Aloudy got back on feet and 
called police who immedi-
ately arrived on the scene.

Aloudy did not require 
any hospitalization and a 
police canvassing of the 
area yielded negative re-
sults, police said.

The cashier presented of-
fi cers with security footage 
capturing the early morn-

ing hold-up as it unfolded 
and showed this same foot-
age to the Bronx Times.

“I’ve been working at 
delis for a long time and it’s 
the fi rst time something 
like this has ever happened 
to me,” expressed Aloudy. “I 
was completely surprised by 
this because it’s such a nice 
neighborhood and there are 
so many nice people who 
live here. I don’t want to ex-
perience anything like this 
ever again.”

John Marano, Com-
munity Board 10 fi rst vice 
chairman, stated there is 
additional footage of the 
two men parking their car 
on Lafayette Avenue and 
entering a dark backyard 
behind the deli at around 
1:50 a.m., before walking up 
to the deli. 

A few minutes later the 
suspects are seen exiting 
the store returning to the 
backyard before running to 
a car parked a few feet away 
and driving toward I-95.

“We’ve been asking for 

more police offi cers for this 
area and just because it’s 
a non-violent area doesn’t 
mean we don’t have crime 
here,” said Marano. “We 
need our fair share of offi -
cers after they’ve been al-
located and the landlords 
of Green Apple Deli must 
do their due diligence to 
light up their backyard and 
install sensor lighting to 
make it far more diffi cult 
for people to hide and con-
duct any criminal activity 
there.”

Bob Beider, 45th Pre-
cinct Community Council 
president, said Thursday, 
September 3’s 45th Pre-
cinct Community Council 
meeting for 7 p.m. at the 
precinct house will discuss 
how merchants may be able 
to hire off-duty uniformed 
police offi cers as security.

For further informa-
tion regarding this meet-
ing, contact the precinct’s 
Community Affairs Offi ce 
at (718) 822-5449 or email 
cao45pct@gmail.com. 

(Right) The Opera House Hotel in Mott Haven was found to be the 
source of the recent Legionnaires’ disease outbreak. The cooling 
towers that were responsible have since been cleaned. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Legionnaires’ source found
from Page 1

Imad Aloudy stands outside the Green Apple Deli which was targeted by armed robbers early Monday 
morning. Community News Group / Robert Wirsing

Armed robbery at TN deli
from Page 1



5
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

  A
u

g
u

s
t

 3
0

, 2
0

1
5

   
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

1001 CITTY ISSLANDD AVVENNUUEE  ||  BBRROONNNXXX, NNYYY 1100446644  ||  TTEELEPPHHHOONNEE: 3347-6680--38655  |  EMAIIL: SSCCAVELLOP@AOL.COM

STEVEN MAGLIO
& HIS QUARTET

Not Just
Sinatra
A combination of Sinatra signature songs and some great classics!

PRESENTS

YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND

Sinatra Night
Scavello’s On the Island Banquet Hall

on Friday October 2nd, from 8PM to 12AM
$75 per person includes a four-course sit-down dinner

TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW. BOOK EARLY FOR BEST SEATING!

Call 718-885-2570 to make your reservations today!
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The city’s newest indoor 

mall is now open to any 
Bronxite that can reach the 
#6 IRT train.

 The BX5 bus is being ex-
tended on weekends to Co-
op City’s Bay Plaza retail 
hub from Pelham Bay. 

Offi cials at the company 
that manages Bay Plaza 
Shopping Center, Pres-
tige Properties, lauded the 
move. 

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority stated 
that the new weekend sched-
ule would be providing a 
‘one-seat’ ride from south-
ern Bronx communities to 
the mall beginning on Sun-
day, September 6. 

The extension starts at 
Pelham Bay Station for lo-
cal riders. 

Meanwhile, some mer-
chants in Pelham Bay are 
irked over the fact that it 
took almost two years and a 
huge fi ght to get a new bus 
line to replace the old BX14 
bus, and other improve-
ments, while this new ex-
tension to the Mall at Bay 
Plaza seemingly came with 
relative ease. 

According to the MTA, 
the additional BX5 buses 
address a new transit need, 
with the expanded Mall at 
Bay Plaza opening in Au-
gust 2014 bringing new jobs 
and more shoppers to the 
area. 

The change on the BX5 
was announced in June, 
less than a year after the 
opening of the new Mall at 
Bay Plaza. 

“As a result of keeping 
close watch on changing 
ridership trends and listen-
ing to our customers, this 
service enhancement will 
improve weekend service 
and provide south Bronx 
residents with a direct link 
to a major business and re-
tail destination,” said Car-
men Bianco, New York City 
Transit president, in a state-
ment. 

Easier access to the mall, 
whether it is for shopping, 
dinning or entertainment 
benefi ts all involved, includ-
ing people who work at the 
mall, said Maranda Ashkar, 
director of mall manage-
ment for Prestige. 

“We could not be more 
pleased that New York City 
Transit will be extending 
the BX5 bus route from Pel-
ham Bay Park to The Mall 
at Bay Plaza on weekends,” 
she stated, adding “We ap-
plaud NYC Transit presi-
dent Carmen Bianco for 
making it easier and more 
convenient for our neigh-
bors in the south Bronx to 
reach the mall.” 

The MTA’s fast response 
to the mall’s transportation 
concerns could impact the 
Pelham Bay business area, 
some believe.

“Shoppers who don’t 
drive need buses to access 
local shopping areas,” said 
Jordan Treibert, former 
board member at the Pel-
ham Bay Merchants Asso-
ciation, who said Pelham 
Bay merchants had to wait 
two years for the MTA to ad-
dress their needs. 

“Meanwhile, you have a 
shopping center with plenty 
of parking and the MTA 
provides access there al-
most immediately,” he con-
cluded.

Another local business-
person and PBMA member, 
Lucia Mariani of Lucca 
Restaurant in Pelham Bay, 
said that lack of foot traffi c 
on commercial corridors is 
causing business to suffer. 

“I feel like when it suits 
(the MTA’s) purposes then 
they move, but when it is for 
members of the community, 
they really don’t care,” she 
said, adding “The MTA is 
more responsive to big cor-
porations and not  smaller 
businesses.” 

Mariani predicted cer-
tain shoppers will now by-
pass local restaurants and 
businesses because they 
can shop and dine more eas-
ily at Bay Plaza. 

Taking still another view 
was the East Bronx Traffi c 
Coalition, a consortium of 
local civic groups studying 
the effects of increasing ve-
hicular traffi c. 

Robert Barbarelli, EBTC 
member, stated that the 
group was pleased to hear 
about the BX5 extension be-
cause Co-op City has been 
under-served in terms of 
public transportation for 
many years. 

“The extension will not 
only better serve the resi-
dents of Co-op City, but it 
will also reduce traffi c and 
individual vehicle use in 
the area,” he stated.

Bx5 bus extended for 
the weekends

Riders depart the BX5 bus at the Pelham Bay Park stop. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A new fi lm project is 

documenting the end of the 
lifespan of a bridge that has 
been an intregal part of a 
north Bronx community for 
over a century. 

James and Tommy Breen, 
two City Island natives and 
fi lmmakers, are producing 
what they one day plan to 
turn into a full-length fea-
ture documentary about the 
bridge’s replacement. 

The fi lm, which has video 
already available on a Face-
book page, goes under the 
working title ‘The New City 
Island Bridge.’ 

It combines images of the 
construction of a temporary 
bridge to the island that is al-
most complete, as well as im-
ages of the building of a new 
permanent bridge with rec-
ollections from community 
members about the whole 
process, explained James. 

About 20 to 30 hours of the 
documentary’s early footage 
focuses on the construction 
of a temporary bridge that 
will be put into place so a new 
bridge can be built,  he said. 

“I was a full-time contrac-
tor for many years so I have 

been very interested in con-
struction,” he said, adding 
that narration and interviews 
would eventually be added. 

“I am trying to capture 
the most visually interest-
ing things the construction 
workers do, like when they 
are moving a large section of 
the (temporary) bridge into 
place,” he added. 

In an effort to fi lm the on-
going construction while not 
having access to the worksite, 
Breen said that he and his 
brother have used camera-
equipped drones, providing 
some striking images of the 
reconstruction process. 

The drones  have been 
very helpful in gaining photo 
access to the most diffi cult 
situations, he said.

He recently spoke on be-
half of allowing photogra-
phers to keep using drones,  
as states and municipalities 
look into regulating or ban-
ning their use all together. 

“You can get something 
that you can carry around in 
a  backpack and you can tell 
your story in a compelling 
way, and it would be a shame 
if that were regulated out 
of existence,” said Breen of 

drone photography. 
The brothers have also be-

gun interviews with island-
ers. 

Barbara Dolensek, one of 
the key plaintiffs in a lawsuit 
that may have forced a bridge 
redesign just before construc-
tion began, lauded the fi lm 
project. 

Any important project 
needs to be documented in 
some way, she said, and the 
Breen brothers seem to be 
the chroniclers of the new 
bridge. 

“What James is doing is a 
beautiful and timely piece,” 
said Dolensek, adding “What 
he is doing is important and 
I just wish they would grant 
him greater access.”

She also said that the fi lm 
project appears to be doing 
more than chronicling the 
construction and demoli-
tion of two bridges, but has 
turned into a documenting of 
the community.

To view video and images 
available from The New City 
Island Bridge, go to Facebook 
and search the title. 

You can visit the Face-
book page directly at www.fa-
cebook.com/birthofabridge 

Drones document 
new City Is. Bridge

The temporary bridge (left) and the City Island Bridge, side by side, is part of the footage from the 
documentary fi lm. Photo courtesy of The New City Island Bridge

Tommy Breen Photo courtesy of James Breen
James Breen with one of his drones. 
 Photo courtesy of James Breen
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A Bronx precinct and its 

community recently collabo-
rated at a  block party.

On Thursday, August 20, 
the 47th Precinct, along with 
collaborators and partners 
from the community, held a 
block party to provide youth 
with school supplies and fun 
activities.

The first-time event, which 
took place outside of the pre-
cinct house on Laconia Ave-
nue between 229th and 230th 
streets, included a backpack 
giveaway, where elementary 
and middle school students 
were given a free backpack 
with school supplies, a rock 
climbing wall, a bounce house, 
a dunk tank, a DJ booth and 
a barbecue for those in atten-
dance.

The block party saw the 
47th Precinct collaborate with 
the New York Fire Depart-
ment, Well Care, different 
block associations as well as 
the Precinct Council. 

Many political leaders, 
such as Senator Ruth Hassell-
Thompson, Congressman Eliot 

Engel, Councilman Andy King, 
Assemblyman Carl Heastie 
and Senator Jeff Klein, also 
contributed and showed their 
support towards the event.

“The goal of this event was 

to give back to our commu-
nity and the children within 
it, while also preventing our 
youth from going down the 
wrong path and making bad 
decisions,” said commanding 
officer Ruel Stephenson. 

“Policing is not only about 
catching criminals and felons 
and locking them up, it also 
involves developing relation-
ships with our community’s 
youth and helping them make 
positive choices while provid-
ing them with a quality life-
style of health and safety.”

“This event will provide 
children in our community 
with the supplies and tools 
they need to become educa-
tionally successful while de-
creasing the risks of them 
living a life of crime in the fu-
ture.”

“The initial vision was to 
give backpacks filled with 
school supplies to school chil-
dren in need, but (the 47th 
Precinct) decided to turn the 
giveaway into an event for the 
community,” said officer Da-
vid Belle. 

“The idea of this event is 

giving back to the community, 
especially its youth, and what 
better time to do so than right 
before the school year begins.”

“I came to this event to 
promote my organization, but 
more importantly, to support 
the community, its children 
as well as the precinct,” said 
community activist Deborah 

Gibson, who promoted her 
group Alfrba, an organization 
that teaches youth about social 
manners and life skills. 

“Anything involved in as-
sisting youth, especially in 
the Bronx, is a positive step 
towards providing them with 
what they need to be success-
ful,” she added.

47th Pct., community at block party

Stephenson during the set-up for the 
block party .
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

A backpack giveaway was held at the block party to provide kids with supplies for 
the upcoming school year. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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Councilman Vacca funds UPK tech 

(l-r) Theresa Bivona, principal of St. Clare of Assisi School in Morris Park; Council-
man James Vacca and John Paul Barnaba, principal of Our Lady of Assumption 
School in Pelham Bay stand together at St. Clare as $450,000 in technology grants 
for Universal Pre-K programs at eight local Catholic schools were announced. 
Grants were secured by Councilman Vacca. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman James Vacca

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Four-year-olds in lo-

cal parochial schools 
are going to be having 
some impressive new 
technology to learn from 
this fall. 

Universal Pre-K 
programs in Council-
man James Vacca’s 13th  
district will be receiv-
ing between $35,000 to 
$65,000 each to purchase 
new technology in what 
the councilman termed 
as a groundbreaking 
program. 

A total of $450,000 
will be dispersed to 
pre-k programs at eight 
schools. Universal Pre-
K citywide is funded 
with taxpayer dollars 
already. 

The grant money will 
be spent on computers 
and technology that will 
help round out a 21st 
century educational ex-
perience, said the coun-
cilman. 

“All children need 

access to current tech-
nology, whether they at-
tend a public or private 
school,” said Council-
man Vacca. “This year, 
when I saw how many 
of our parochial schools 
had participated in the 
full day UPK initiative, I 
looked for a way to allo-
cate these resources.”

Because the UPK 
programs are funded 
through the  govern-
ment, the allocations for 
technology grants are 
available to those pro-
grams in a way they are 
not to traditional Catho-
lic or private schools. 

A representative 
from the New York Arch-
diocese’s Northeast/
East Bronx school re-
gion, Jodian Davis, said 
that technology is an 
important part of educa-
tion at Catholic schools 
already. 

The children in the 
UPK program will be 
retained and continue 

on to the upper grades 
of the schools, she said, 
so teaching technology 
earlier on should give 
them a good start to 
their overall educations. 
It should be helpful for 
the four-year-olds, she 
indicated. 

“Being at this young 
age, with the world we 
are in today, the chil-
dren are being hit with 
technology all of the 
time,” said Davis. “It is 
important that they be 
exposed to technology 
properly the fi rst time 
around.” 

Principals in the 
schools with the UPK 
programs seemed de-
lighted by the news. 

“I am humbled that 
(Councilman Vacca) 
thought of our Catholic 
schools when award-
ing the grant money,” 
stated Theresa Bivona, 
principal of St. Clare’s. 
“This grant will help to 
bolster our technology 

department in educat-
ing our students for the 
ever changing world of 
tomorrow.”

Newly appointed Our 
Lady of the Assumption 
School principal John 
Paul-Barnaba stated he 
plans to utilize the grant 
to create a learning en-
vironment for modern 
learning. 

He expressed appre-
ciation on behalf of the 
school community to 
Councilman Vacca, add-
ing that the school re-
ceived $45,000. 

According to Davis, 
in addition to OLA and 
St. Clare’s, the following 
UPK programs received 
technology funding: St. 
Theresa School, Pel-
ham Bay; St. Frances de 
Chantal, Throggs Neck; 
St. Francis Xavier, Mor-
ris Park; and St. Lucy’s 
School, Allerton.

Vacca is chair of the 
City Council’s Technol-
ogy Committee. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A young Bronxite whose 

poem was published in a 
national children’s maga-
zine hopes to inspire oth-
ers to follow their dreams.

Samantha Oyola, 12, a 
7th grader at Bronx Studio 
for Writers and Artists, 
enjoys creating arts and 
crafts and dancing as well 
as writing poems, short 
stories and plays for school 
and in her spare time.

The daughter of David 
and Susan Oyola, Saman-
tha, had her poem, ‘Dad-
dy’s Little Girl’ published 
in the March 2015 issue 
of the national children’s 
magazine, ‘Highlights’ ap-
pearing in its ‘Your Own 
Pages’ section along with 
other children’s poetry 
and artwork from around 
the nation. 

“We thought she did a 
great job on this poem in 
capturing her relationship 
with her father using play-
ful and colorful language,” 
said Judy Burke, High-
lights editor. 

“It felt very genuine for 

a 12-year old’s poem and 
she was having fun writ-
ing about how special their 
relationship is to her,” she 
added.

According to Susan, 
they received a letter from 
the publication congratu-
lating Samantha, along 
with three copies of the 
March 2015 issue featuring 
her work.

“I was very surprised to 
see my poem in this maga-
zine and now people can 
read about me and my ex-
periences,” shared Saman-
tha, a Soundview resident.

Susan explained Sa-
mantha has family spread 
out from Hawaii  to Florida 
and due to this geographi-
cal gulf she uploaded a 
photo to Facebook of Sa-
mantha’s poem for all of 
her family to see. 

“When her family saw 
her poem was published 
in Highlights, they were 
so proud of her.” said Su-
san. “Her grandmother 
has been telling everyone 
about this.” 

Burke explained the 

magazine’s ‘Your Own 
Pages’ features selected 
representatives of chil-
dren’s poems and draw-
ings which can inspire 
their young readers’ cre-
ativity. They receive more 
than 35,000 submissions 
each year. 

“When children read 
poems such as Samantha’s 
‘Daddy’s Little Girl’, they 
can be inspired to write 
about someone who is very 
special to them in their 
own lives,” Burke added.

Samantha said she be-
came interested in writing 
from attending P.S. 93 and 
BSWA and is inspired by 
certain events and the peo-
ple she has met in her life.

“We learned in class 
that poetry describes char-
acter and feeling and it was 
my desire to create a poem 
about my dad and how spe-
cial he is to me,” she said.

Nadine Johnson, Sa-
mantha’s 5th grade teacher 
from P.S. 93, served as a 
mentor for the poet-in-the-
making by inspiring her 
creativity as well as offer-

ing constructive criticism 
to improve, and was given 
a copy of the magazine as a 
sign of gratitude.

In addition to ‘Daddy’s 
Little Girl’, Samantha 
wrote a poem called ‘Lady 
Bug Love’ symbolizing 
how anyone can fi nd love 
and read it at her elemen-
tary school’s Poetry Cafe 
section of their library as 
it was broadcast through-
out the classrooms.   

She cites Jeff Kinney, 
author of ‘Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid’; Raina Telgemeier, 
author of ‘Sisters’, ‘Smile’ 
and ‘Drama’ and Rachel 
Renée Russell, author of 
the number one New York 
Times best selling book se-
ries, ‘Dork Diaries’ as her 
favorite writers because 
of how each uniquely cap-
tures their own experience 
of growing up.  

Samantha dreams of 
one day becoming either 
a choreographer or a pub-
lisher.

Interestingly, she ex-
plained her favorite family 
of modern dance is inter-

pretive dancing because it 
tells a story and like read-
ing a book, the performer 
and the audience get to ex-
perience it as it is happen-
ing.

She hopes to attend La-
Guardia High School and 
eventually Long Island 

University to further her 
dance knowledge.

“Samantha is devel-
oping into a very mature 
young lady and I’ve seen 
a huge improvement in 
her schoolwork and in her 
wanting to help people,” 
said Susan.  

‘Highlights’ publishes Bronx girl’s poem

The Bronx’ own Samantha Oyola had her poem, ‘Daddy’s Little Girl’ 
published in this year’s March edition of ‘Highlights’ magazine. 
 Photo courtesy of Susan Oyola
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
Meet four of the Bronx’ 

future tech developers-in-
the-making challenging the 
issue of diversity in the tech 
industry.

At Thursday, August 13’s 
All Star Code’s Demo Day 
and Graduation Ceremony, 
seven students, including 
John Abreu from Castle Hill 
and central Bronx residents 
Kwaku Kessey-Ankomah Jr., 
Kofi  Adu and Anand Kar-
maker were named AT&T 
Scholars, a scholarship pro-
gram AT&T funds to educate, 
inspire and prepare high 
school boys of color with the 
skills necessary in pursuing 
a technology career. 

They will serve for the 
next year as ‘All Star Code 
Ambassadors’ able to net-
work with industry profes-
sionals and receive free lap-
tops and other supplies.

Marking the end of a six-
week long summer intensive 
program, students showed 
their fi nalized mobile apps 
before a group of leading 
tech industry experts.

ASC prepares qualifi ed 
diverse young men for full-
time employment by provid-
ing mentorship, industry 
exposure and intensive train-
ing in computer science.

Abreu, a top-performing 
Horace Mann School senior 
leading a video production 
team catered to his school’s 
student body. 

He worked with fellow 
ASC students Ayinde Cas-
tro and Efmajackson Rosa-
rio in developing ‘Howl’, a 
school-based study group 
mobile app connecting stu-
dents with their peers need-
ing help with school subjects 
which will be launched this 
fall at all three’s respective 
schools.

Abreu likened its develop-
ment to “a tree branching out 

with different ideas, chop-
ping down some features, 
adapting what we have and 
further developing it with 
our collective strengths” and 
is inspired to create apps by 
the concept of “everyone car-
rying a smartphone serving 
as a key to the world wide 
web.”  

Kessey-Ankomah Jr., 
a top-performing Cardi-
nal Hayes High School se-
nior works at the non-profi t 
Sankofa Tech which empow-
ers African youth through 
tech.

He and teammate Adriel 

Ortiz developed ‘Collab 
Code’, a website app empha-
sizing collaboration while 
coding by using text chat, 
video conferencing and live 
editing capabilities.

The app was inspired by 
an experience he and a friend 
had working together on a 
coding project in which they 
had to email their changes in 
separate fi les.

Kessey-Ankomah Jr. 
hopes to continue ‘Collab 
Code’ and have either an al-
pha or beta version released 
by mid-September.

Adu, a top-performing 

Deerfi eld Academy senior, 
developed a hobby for brows-
ing the web and a desire 
in learning to advance the 
skills he learned at ASC.

Working with his peers 
Anslem Cambridge and 
Uzair Vawda, they created 
‘YouNotes’, a split screen 
website app students can 
view YouTube videos rein-
forcing their knowledge from 
school on one side and write 
notes on the other.

A time stamp capability 
marks a certain time in the 
video in the note pad after 
hitting the enter button and 

clicking the link allows us-
ers to view it at that time. 

‘YouNotes’ separates it-
self from competitors in that 
users can prioritize notes by 
importance labeled red for 
high, yellow for medium, 
and green for low.

“My favorite part of ASC 
was touring the tech facili-
ties and learning more from 
the Q and A sessions,” he 
said. 

Karmaker, a top-perform-
ing High School for Math, 
Science and Engineering 
junior, worked with peers 
Shaun Haque, Evan Mays 
and Cesar Alvarado as part 
of the ‘Keppler Apps’ com-
pany, to develop ‘Word Bub-
ble’, a fun, cross platform 
gaming app which rewards 
players for seeking out and 
tapping bubbles with mis-
spelled words awarding 
them with extra time as the 
game progresses. They hope 
‘Word Bubble’ will enter the 
iOS store and to expand this 
app into other languages. 

“We’re incredibly im-
pressed by the creativity of 
this summer’s students and 
are extremely hopeful for 
their futures in this indus-
try,” said Marissa Shoren-
stein, New York State AT&T 
president.

Bronx students named AT&T Scholars

BY ROBERT WIRSING
“Your ad should not be 

here” is what many Bronx 
residents are saying after 
discovering plastic corru-
gated signs and stickers de-
facing their neighborhood. 

Life-long Bronx resi-
dent Stephen Franciosa 
explained that he began 
seeing corrugated signs 
advertising ‘Cash for Cars’ 
and stickers popping all 
over the Baychester area 
and has spent months tak-
ing them down from tele-
phone poles in front of his 
own Bronx home.

Franciosa added he has 
seen these same signs ap-
pearing in Pelham Bay and 
Throggs Neck as well.

He did some investi-

gating and discovered a 
post dated May 29, 2014 on 
a Queens neighborhood 
blog regarding these same 
signs.  

The blog complained 
that the ads were appearing 
at almost every intersec-
tion in north Flushing from 
College Point Boulevard to 
Murray Street and 28th to 
35th avenues.

Some were even glued to 
poles using an industrial 
strength adhesive.

Franciosa said that the 
signs are costly to remove.

According to a New York 
City Department of Sanita-
tion spokeswoman, the law 
prohibits the placement of 
signs and stickers on public 
property and perpetrators 

are subject to a violation 
and fi ne.

She added the current 
crop of Cash for Cars adver-
tisers have been issued vio-
lations.

“This is thousands of 
dollars worth of damage to 
public property and these 
individuals don’t care. This 
is willful destruction of 
public property.” said Fran-
ciosa.

Franciosa contacted one 
of the telephone number 
posted on these ads in an at-
tempt to speak with the per-
son responsible, but he was 
greeted with an automated 
message.

“They think a telephone 
pole is a bulletin board for 
them to use,” he added. 
“I’m afraid if this goes un-
checked then other busi-
nesses will employ this 
same tactic. The City Coun-
cil should make it a priority 
to change the law so people 
like this are prosecuted and 
let everyone know that this 

practice will not be toler-
ated.”

“I’ve personally taken 
down about 600 of these 
‘Cash for Cars’ signs,” said 
John Provetto, a Coun-
try Club resident who vol-
unteers his time work-
ing alongside Community 
Board 10 and the 45th Pre-
cinct in removing graffi ti, 
corrugated advertising 
signs and stickers.

Armed with an arsenal 
of tools, including a tree 
pruner and a wire cutter, 
Provetto goes to work re-
moving the various types 
of ads from utility poles, 
the back of traffi c signs and 
from highway fences.

He uses a saw to remove 
the more stubborn ones 
that are either heavily sta-
pled, strapped or glued to 
the public stucture.

Each week he spends 
approximately two 5-hour 
days removing the signs.

“It’s a black eye on the 
neighborhood,” he added. 

“The area, the community 
board and the precinct 
aren’t going to tolerate this 
anymore. The most impor-
tant part of all of this is to 
stay on top of it.”

Kenneth Kearns, CB 
10 district manager, said 
Provetto; John Marano, 
CB 10 vice chairman and 
himself have tackled the re-
moval of these signs.

“These signs are ille-
gally posted and this is 
nothing short of public de-
facement of property,” ex-
plained Councilman James 
Vacca. “This has been a 
problem for many years 
and we have seen signs ad-
vertising used cars and 
real estate agencies hung 
high and low from tele-
phone poles and other simi-
lar structures.”

Vacca urges people to 
call 311 whenever they see 
such signs and to avoid call-
ing these advertised num-
bers as they have the poten-
tial to be scams.

Bronxites demand 
end to illegal ads

Sticker advertisements for 
‘Cash for Cars’, such as this one 
appearing at the on-ramp to I 
95 along Baychester Avenue, 
are appearing throughout 
Bronx neighborhoods. 
 Photo courtesy of Stephen 
Franciosa





BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Bronx is losing a long-time 

educator.
Roseann Carotenuto, most re-

cently a regional superintendent 
for the Archdiocese of New York, 
has retired after a 42-year career 
in Bronx Catholic schools.

Carotenuto’s love for education 
goes back to when she was a kid, 
she said, when she would rather 
read or play ‘school’ than play with 
dolls.

“I always knew I was going to 
teach,” said Carotenuto.

Carotenuto began her career 
teaching third grade at St. Frances 
de Chantal in 1974. 

In 1986, after getting a Masters 
in Guidance and Counseling, she 
taught fifth grade and counseled at 
Villa Maria Academy before tran-
sitioning to counseling full time at 
the Academy of Mt. St. Ursula in 
1989.

Her administrative career be-
gan in 1994 when she was appointed 
principal of St. Mary School on 
Carpenter Avenue, where she in-
creased enrollment from 208 to 317 
students in three years.

After nine years she left to be-
come Dean of Academics at Cardi-

nal Spellman High School. 
In 2006 she was named superin-

tendent of Bronx Catholic elemen-
tary schools, overseeing 62 schools 
and 28,000 students. 

When the Archdiocese re-
gionalized the schools, she be-
came regional superintendent for 
the Northeast-East region of the 
Bronx. 

When she retired in July, col-
leagues honored her career with a 
celebration at Villa Barone Manor.

Although Carotenuto loved be-
ing in the classroom, she also en-
joyed the leadership and collabo-
ration that came with her later 
roles. 

She especially cherished the op-
portunities to implement innova-
tion into the schools, such as a pi-
lot computer program at St. Mary 
School in the 1990s.

“You can’t be afraid to try some-
thing,” she said.

Her other strength has been lis-
tening to the needs of the school’s 
community, teachers and admin-
istration, learning about the situa-
tion before making changes and re-
membering that she was ultimately 
working in service of them.

“I served the teachers when I 

was their principal, and I served 
the principals when I was their su-
perintendent,” she said.

Her teaching philosophy comes 
from a similar place of listening 
to and believing in students.

“If you capture that child’s 
heart, or make them know you 
care, they’re going to learn for 
you,” said Carotenuto.

Over the years, she’s gotten 
immense joy out of watching for-
mer students turn into successful 
adults.

“I have been rewarded so many 
times,” she said.

As much as her career has 
given her, Carotenuto’s joy also 
comes from her family and watch-
ing her two daughters grow up.

“I think that Dana and Gina are 
amazing women, they’re smarter 
than their mom,” she said. 

And although for the moment 
she’s happy to be able to spend 
more time with her husband, 
Vinny, and her new granddaugh-
ter, Francesca Rose, she’s not to-
tally done with education yet.

“I’m hoping in some way, shape 
or form I can still contribute to 
something in education,” she 
said.
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dents have been dealing 
with chronic leaks for 
years.

“Every time it rains, 
they feel it in their apart-
ment,” said Torres, who 
is the chairman of the 
public housing commit-
tee.

The improvements 
will have a number of di-
rect and indirect benefi ts, 
including stopping leaks, 
reducing instances of 
mold, and dramatically 
decreasing work-orders, 
with which NYCHA is 
overloaded.

“The number one en-
emy of a building is wa-
ter,” said Torres.

He acknowledged that 
the investment will not 
address all the issues 
present in the NYCHA 
developments.

“A new roof is not a 
magic bullet, it’s not go-
ing to solve every prob-
lem,” said Torres, but 
it will signifi cantly im-
prove the quality of life 

of many residents.
The roofs should make 

a big difference, said res-
ident council treasurer 
Denise Fredericks, as 
the most frequent com-
plaint the council hears 
is about leaks, alongside 
issues with mold and mil-
dew. Complaints come 
from every building in 
the complex, she said.

“Until the roofs are 
replaced, its going to be 
constant,” said Freder-
icks.

For Parkside Houses 
tenant Harriet Lockett, 
who’s been receiving 
temporary fi xes for the 
leaks in her apartment 
for years, the  work can’t 
start quick enough.  

She’s excited to see a 
permanent solution in 
sight

“I’m looking forward 
to it,” she said.

Construction is ex-
pected to begin before 
the end of the year, and 
should be completed 
within three years.

New roofs for Parkside
from Page 1

Councilman Ritchie Torres announced on Friday, August 21 that all 14 of the roofs in the Parkside Houses 
will be replaced. Community News Group / Jaime Williams

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!

Bronx educator retires after 42 years

Roseann Carotenuto, former regional superintendent for Bronx 
Catholic schools, has retired after 42 years with the Archdio-
cese. Photo courtesy of Roseann Carotenuto
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CALL 1-855-70-COHEN (26436)
Cohen’s Gentle Dental

183 West 231 Street
Bronx, NY 10463

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
1 East Fordham Road

Bronx, NY 10468

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
4260 Broadway

New York, NY 10033

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
2169 White Plains Rd.

Bronx, NY 10462

www.cohensgentledental.com
*MOST INSURANCE PLANS

& MEDICAID ACCEPTED

PARTIALS

Metal Partial: 
$800
Acrylic Partial: 
$600

SAME DAY

DENTURES

Reg. $1500
Now $1199

VALPLAST 

FLEXIBLE 

PARTIALS

Reg. $1500
Now $1200

IMPLANTS
STARTING AT

$499

2 IMPLANT
LOWER 
OVERDENTURE  

$4500

EXPIRES 1/31/15

Call Now And Receive
Our Special

1 HOUR
ZOOM!

Teeth Whitening
Special

Regular Price $500 - $400 w/thids ad

Smile with Whiter! Brighter! Healthier Teeth!

With An Extreme Smile Makeover!

*X-Rays, exam and cleaning 
are required before treatment

X-Rays and Cleaning

$75
with this ad

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL EXAM

EXPIRES 9/30/15
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