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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
It’s been a long hot and 

frustrating summer for the 
50 families living in a Pelham 
Bay building.

With the thermometer hit-
ting near-record breaking 
temperatures, the residents of 
1650 Hutchinson River Park-
way have had to endure a non-
working elevator for the past 
two months.

The situation is not new  
for this six-story building and 
continues a trend of elevator 
issues that have plaqued the 
tenants for years.

The building’s lone eleva-
tor has been experiencing 
problems for easily over a de-
cade, according to the build-
ing’s residents. 

To make matters worse, 

residents were told by the 
landlord that it won’t be work-
ing again until the middle of 
September.

“This has been a consistent 
problem for at least ten years,” 
said resident Ann Colucci, 
who has lived in the building 
for 37 years. “Sometimes the 
elevator is out for a day, some-
times a week and now its not 
working at all. This has left 
many residents feeling help-
less and making us wonder 
what we can do about it.”

This scenario has been es-
pecially diffi cult for Mel Fish-
man, who has lived in the 
building with his wife, Linda, 
for almost 20 years. 

On June 19, Mel returned 
from the hospital after under-
going open heart and triple bi-

pass surgery as well as a heart 
valve replacement. 

When he arrived home, he 
was approached by an elevator 
repair service employee who 
told him there was an elevator 
problem. 

Mel had to endure a fi ve-
hour wait before the elevator 
was ready to manually take 
him to his fi fth fl oor apart-
ment.

“That situation was a true 
horror,” said Mel’s wife, Linda. 
“My husband needs to see his 
doctor, cardiologist and heart 
surgeon, and he can’t leave the 
apartment unless the elevator 
is working again. In reality, 
the landlord needs to stop re-
pairing the elevator and re-
place it with a new elevator al-
together.”

Bryce Quinones, 2, paints at the Police Athletic League’s Bronx 
Borough Celebration Day on Saturday, August 15. Children en-
joyed a tug-of-war competition, carnival games, infl atable ob-
stacle courses, jumbo-sized board games, face painting and 
basketball.

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Mall at Bay Plaza cel-

ebrated its fi rst birthday last 
week.

Prestige Properties, elected 
offi cials and shoppers gathered 
on Friday, August 14 to mark 
the anniversary of the malls’s 
opening.

The 780,000 square foot mall 
opened to great fanfare last 
year, and is now home to over a 
hundred stores and numerous 
restaurants.

“It’s a big day for us and 
the Bronx,” said Sam Shalem, 
chairman and CEO of Prestige 
Properties and Development 
Co. Inc., the mall’s owner and 

developer.
Elected offi cials touted the 

mall, which was the fi rst en-
closed shopping center built 
in the city in about 40 years, 
as a major achievement for the 
Bronx.

“Where they said it couldn’t 
be done, it was done, and it was 
done in spades,” said Assem-
blyman Michael Benedetto. 
“It’s wonderful when a dream 
comes through.”

The mall has created about 
1,700 permanent jobs, said 
Bronx Overall Economic De-
velopment Corporation presi-
dent Marlene Cintron, many 
of whom were hired at the De-

partment of Labor’s job fair at 
the site, which was attended by 
more than 3,000 people.

“It’s projects like this that 
make such a difference for 
Bronx residents,” said Cin-
tron.

The mall has also brought 
the state $12 million in tax 
revenue so far, which more 
than covered what the state in-
vested in associated highway 
improvements, she said.

Attendees at the ceremony 
also applauded the arrival of 
a convenient shopping center 
with a multitude of upscale 
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A building trend that many leaders 

in Pelham Bay and other Bronx neigh-
borhoods found troublesome looks like 
it is back. 

The rapid development of multi-
ple-family dwellings in east Bronx ar-
eas where there is currently a mix of 
apartment buildings and private homes 
seems to be increasing dramatically af-
ter the 2008-09 recession brought many 
of these projects to a standstill. 

Councilman James Vacca has no-
ticed a massive uptick in Department of 
Buildings fi lings for new construction 
of multiple-family dwellings in Pelham 
Bay and Pelham Parkway, recently. 

The councilman has recently lo-
cated DOB documents pertaining to 
new projects at 3066 Buhre Avenue, 
1701 Parkview Avenue and 3109 Buhre 
Avenue, among others in community 
boards 10 and 11. 

Another building was recently com-
pleted at 3064 Buhre Avenue. 

“The building boom is back,” said 
Vacca. “People are going to be seeing a 
lot of new construction and it is going to 
be signifi cant.” 

In some cases, smaller homes are 
being torn down to make way for 18- 
to 25-unit buildings in locations where 
the zoning permits it, like Pelham Bay, 
which has a stock of older apartment 
buildings constructed before World 
War II.

This is a problematictr end when it 
comes to parking and infrastructure, 
said the councilman, adding that much 
of the downzoning in last decade does 
not apply to areas were larger buildings 
already exist. 

“Most people who live in the immedi-
ate vicinity of this new construction are 
not happy,” the councilman said. “Peo-
ple are saying we don’t have the infra-
structure and parking, and that overde-
velopment is a quality-of-life issue.” 

Many of the new and proposed Pel-
ham Bay projects have plans that com-
ply with parking rules calling for spaces 
for 50% of the units, said Vacca. 

For example, the building proposed 
at 1701 Parkview has 22 units with 11 on-
site parking spaces, and the one at 3109 
Buhre has 18 units and nine spots. 

Community leaders and one local 

Housing boom in Pelham Bay
real estate broker seemed to concur 
with Vacca.

“I feel that Pelham Bay is starting 
to be overrun by these large develop-
ments,” stated Michele Torrioni, Pel-
ham Bay Taxpayers president. “I’d like 
to see some sort of law implemented 
(stating) that if you purchase a one- or 
two-family home, you have to build the 
same back.” 

Irene Guanill, owner of Meet the 
Sellers realty on Middletown Road in 
the community, said that many of the 
new apartments could be rented to so-
cial service providers, but also that it is 
not clear who the investors who build 
each project are targeting as prospec-
tive tenants. 

“I have noticed the same trend, and 
it is still not clear who the units are go-
ing to be rented to,” said Guanill, who 
added that tax abatements like the 421-a 
program and others are encouraging 
developers to demolish one-and two-
family homes and replacing them with 
larger dwellings. 

She believes this trend could have 
negative implications for the area. 

Waterbury LaSalle Community As-
sociation board member Andrew Chir-
ico added that local schools like P.S. 71 
and P.S. 14 are already fully utilized and 
that more classroom space needs to be 
built before more housing is developed. 

“We are going to need more than 50% 
parking; we are going to need 100%,” 
said Chirico. “This is just ridiculous; I 
cannot say this enough times.” 

The developer of the recently com-
pleted building at Buhre and Jarvis ave-
neus, Pualin Lumaj, said that the build-
ing is  fully rented and was receiving 
the rents that he expected. 

His latest project, next door at 3066 
Buhre Avenue, should be completed in 
a year, he added. 

Patty Justiniano, a local Pelham 
Bay activist, said that in the case of 1701 
Parkview Avenue, the rest of this block, 
running from the corner lot where the 
project is, contains small homes and 
she feels that what is proposed does not 
fi t with this surrounding context. 

This is the same concern expressed 
when the project was fi rst proposed, as 
the Bronx Times reported in 2009. 

More developments like this one, at 1701 Parkview, appear to be on the horizon for Pelham 
Bay. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, or e-mail Bronx-
times@aol.com. 

Birthday 

John Gaffney has the fol-
lowing to say to his wife Ma-

ria Gaffney: A very special 
birthday to my wife Maria, 
who celebrated her birthday 
on Wednesday, August 13...
Good health and happiness 
always, your husband, John 
Gaffney. 

Her daughter Tangi and 
grandchildren all send their 
regards. 

Young Thespians

The Irizarry family sent 
the following message of con-
gratulations to a group of lo-
cal, young actors: Congratu-
lations to ‘The Morris Park 

Players’ on their outstand-
ing production of Godspell, 
performed live on St. Francis 
Xavier’s school stage from Au-
gust 7-9, 2015.  The amazingly 
talented cast made up of nine 

young adults, fi ve of which 
were females and the other 
four males, worked extremely 
hard to make this play come 
to life.  They came together as 
a group of friends who shared 
a love of music and theater. 
Throughout their six week gru-
eling practice schedule they not 
only worked hard but formed 
a bond so strong they consider 
themselves a family. The play 
was fi lled with music, dancing, 
comedy, tremendous enthusi-
asm and a wide array of differ-
ent talents. The amazing cast 
performed magnifi cently and 
rocked the house at all three of 
their shows.  We are so proud of 
each and every one of them and 
look forward to seeing them 
once again light up the stage on 
their next venture. 

A special thank you goes 
out to the crew and all the peo-
ple who worked diligently to 
make this production come to 
life. 

But most all of all we 
would like to thank the incred-
ible cast: Luke, Faith, Ryan, 
Bella, Monica, Julia, Maddie, 

Andrew and Gino for show-
casing their awesome talents 
to entertain us. 

You are all phenomenal 

Jeanne Jugan Home for 
the Aged, located at 2999 
Schurz Avenue, is always in 
need of brand new or near 
new items that can be sold 
in its gift shop and annual 
Christmas Sale. 

These items include jew-
elry, gift sets, electronic 
items, toys, specialty items, 

Donations for Jeanne Jugan
new tagged clothing, acces-
sories, and collectibles. 

If you have any questions 
regarding a donation or the 
Jeanne Jugan Home, contact 
Joanne at the home at (347) 
329 1800. 

If at all possible please 
drop off donations during the 
weekdays. 

and we love you. Congrats 
again on a job well done. God 
bless each and every one of 
you always! 

‘The Morris Park Players’ cast of Godspell performed three shows re-
cently.

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm
Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919
1554 Paulding Ave
Bronx, NY 10462

www.giordanosbigg.com

 COME IN AND 
AVE A FREE CUP 

OF COFFEE

MEAT • FISH • DELI • GROCERY • WE DELIVER

ALL MEATS
CUSTOM CUT

YOUR WAY

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE
DELIVERY
ON PURCHASES 

OVER $50

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
BUTCHER HERE 
7 DAYS A WEEK

$2999
ALL THIS FOR

30 All Beef Franks
24 Hot Dog Rolls
1 - 12oz Mustard
1 - 2 lb Saurkraut
1 - 1 lb Sabrett Onions

$5899
ALL THIS FOR

3 lbs Spare Ribs
3 lbs Chicken Breasts
2 Pks Sabrett Beef Franks
3 lbs 1/4 Legs
2 lbs Sausage
3 lbs Chuck Chop

BARBECUE FEAST

ULTAMATE BIG G PLAN
40 1/4 lb Hamburgers
25 Shish-Ka-Bobs
50 All Beef Franks
5 lbs Italian Pork or
         Chicken Sausage
36 Hamburger Rolls
48 Hot Dog Rolls

$14999
ALL THIS FOR

$2699
ALL THIS FOR

12 1/4 lb Hamburgers
12 Hamburger Rolls
24 Slice American Singles 
1-14oz Ketchup

HAMBURGER PLAN

WHOLE
CHICKENSST. LOUIS RIBS

W/ B.B.Q. SAUCE
SEASONED AND SMOKED

BUY 2 GET 1

FREE
BUY 3 
GET 1
FREE

BABY BACK
PORK RIBS

IMPORTED

CUSTOM CUT
FREE

3  $15FO
R

FARMER’S PRIDE ALL NATURAL CHICKEN
TIVES

LEG 1/4s

$199 lb.
5 lbs. OR MORE

.79¢ lb.

CHICKEN LEGS DRUMSTIX

$129 lb.
5 lbs. OR MORE 5 lbs. OR MORE

PRIME LONDON BROIL
$699 lb.

SKIRT STEAKS
$1099 lb.

SPARE RIBS
$359 lb.

FRESH BABY BACK RIBS
$499 lb.

HORMEL HAM
$499 lb.

HOTEL BAR AMERICAN
$499 lb.

BELGIOIOSO PROVOLONE
$699 lb.

DILUSSO GENOA SALAMI
$499 lb.

BABY LOBSTER TAILS
$199 EACH

JUMBO SHRIMP ON ICE
$1299 lb.

TILAPIA FILET
$499 lb.

JUMBO COOKED SHRIMP
$1999 lb.



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, AUGUST 21-27, 2015 5  BTR

1001 CITTY ISLANDD AVEENUE | BBRROONNNXXX, NNYY 110004466444 || TTEELLEEPPHHHOONNEE:: 334477--668800--338865 | EMAAIL: SCCAVEELLOPP@AOOOL.COM

STEVEN MAGLIO
& HIS QUARTET

Not Just
Sinatra
A combination of Sinatra signature songs and some great classics!

PRESENTS

YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND

Sinatra Night
Scavello’s On the Island Banquet Hall

on Friday October 2nd, from 8PM to 12AM
$75 per person includes a four-course sit-down dinner

TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW. BOOK EARLY FOR BEST SEATING!

Call 718-885-2570
to make your reservations today!
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
What started with great fanfare 

and expectations is today a mere 
shadow of its earlier self, claim 
many disgruntled users.

New York City’s 311 complaint 
line has residents frustrated on how 
to properly file a report.

The  phone operator’s insistance 
of an exact address location when 
reporting a pothole or requesting 
a street light repair has many car-
ing citizens wondering why isn’t the 
agency being more user-friendly.

Other complaints made by resi-

Documenting 311 complaints can be diffi cult
dents, noted Community Board 11 
district manager Jeremy Warneke, 
include the lack of follow up on their 
complaints..

 According to Bronx residents, 
attempts  to file a complaint using 
cross streets or  street corners in-
stead of an actual address number 
are rejected by the service. 

However, there are many proper-
ties in the Bronx that don’t post an 
address such as 2443 Poplar Street, 
1750 Melville Street, 843 and 845 
Morris Park Avenue as well as 1665 
Yates Avenue, said Warneke.

This makes it difficult to identify 
the exact location, he pointed out. 

As a result, 311 has refused to file 
these complaints.

“I stopped calling 311 after a 
while because it was becoming such 
a waste of time,” said Linda Fish-
man, who has been without elevator 
service in her building for over two 
months, and has filed multiple com-
plaints with the 311 and the Depart-
ment of Buildings with an address 
number but, still, has not yet been 
responded to.

“The service was great when 
it was first started, but now they 
transfer you around the depart-
ment and nothing ever results from 
it. Something needs to be done - es-
pecially regarding local complaints 
that aren’t connected to the number 
of a building - because an address 
can’t always be found.”

In other cases, when residents 
call 311 to place a complaint, the 311 
operator refers the call to the De-
partment of Buildings.

However, according a 311 caller 
who wished to remain anonymous, 
DOB will not respond to the com-
plaints because they have not been 
issued a 311 compaint number. 

Because of this policy, the city 
agency is unable to act on the com-
plaint 

The portion of the Hutchinson 
River Parkway service road that 
travels underneath the Whitestone 
Bridge, ‘The Ring Road’, has, for 
years, been the subject of complaints 

that usually can’t be documented or 
filed with 311 due to the lack of ad-
dress information.

Warneke advised residents to 
document their complaints with 
311 again and again and obtain a 
311 complaint number so it can be 
tracked. 

If not responded to, Warneke en-
courages residents to call Bronx 
Customer Service at (718) 960-4710.

The service was 
great when it was fi rst 
started, but now they 

transfer you around the 
department and nothing 

ever results from it. 
Something needs to be 

done.  
Linda Fishman

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:  
WWW.HELICOPTERSMATTER.ORG 

THE CITY COUNCIL IS AT IT AGAIN. 
Manhattan City Council Members have introduced a bill that would                    

eliminate an entire segment of the City’s Tourism Industry,                           
kill hundreds of jobs, and deprive the city of tens of millions of dollars . 

 

We cannot let politicians put hundreds of people out of work for no reason:    
less than 0.1% of all noise complaints received by the City are due to air tours.*  

 

Helicopter tours generate over $50 million in revenue for the City,                   
which is used to fund schools, hospitals, emergency services,                        

and other fundamental government programs.**  

This isn’t about helicopters, this is about people.  
Don’t let politicians put us out of work for no reason.  

Paid for by Helicopters Matter, Inc. 
*According to NYC 311 Complaint Data 

**“Heliports and Their Importance to New York City,”    Mitchell L. 
Moss, Director, NYU Rudin Center for  Transportation Policy and 

Management, February 2012. 

Brian T., 
Saker Aviation, 

Heliport Manager, Bronx 

Sandra Q.,  
Liberty Helicopters, 

Customer Service, Queens 

Ryan B.,  
Helicopter Flight Services, 

Pilot, Brooklyn  
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Th total renovation of the future 

Bronx Council on the Arts headquar-
ters in Westchester Square  has been on 
hold for the past four years due to inad-
equate city funding.

The process began back in 2011, 
when Chase donated the former Wash-
ington Mutual Branch at 2700 E. Trem-
ont Avenue to the BCA.

Councilman James Vacca, who has 
twice allocated money for the project 
along with Borough President Diaz, said 
the project is now expected to be com-
pleted over the next 18 to 24 months.

“This whole process has taken much 
too long,” said Vacca.

The long wait time has been very dis-
appointing for the neighborhood, said 
Lisa Sorin, director of the Westchester 
Square Business Improvement Dis-
trict.

The NYC Department of Design and 
Construction initially solicited bids for 
the project last year, but the bids came 
in above budget and an additional $1.3 
million had to be requested and allo-
cated in the next fi scal year’s budget, 
according to a spokeswoman for the de-
partment.

A total of $5.1 million has now been 
earmarked towards the gut renovation.

That second round of bids opened on 
August 14 and the city is  currently at 
the beginning of the pre-award process, 

More funding ends BCA headquarters delay
according to the DDC, and construction 
is estimated to begin in the spring of 
2016.

Now that all the money is there, the 
city needs to move swiftly and spend it, 
said Vacca.

In the meantime, the Bronx Coun-
cil on the Arts continues to offer pro-
gramming in Westchester Square and 
at other locations.

“While we’re waiting for the brick 
and mortar location, the relationship 
continues to grow,” said Sorin.

But the BID is extremely eager for 
the addition of more arts and culture to 
the neighborhood that will come with 
the new headquarters.

“I know that once it’s up and run-
ning in the district, it will shed a whole 
new light on the area,” said Sorin.

BCA will be an important element of 
the overall revitalization of Westchester 
Square, said Vacca, which has included 
other projects he’s funded like the reno-
vation of Owen Dolen Park, and he’s ea-
ger as well for its arrival.

“I’m looking forward to the city mov-
ing on this,” said Vacca.

(Right) The former Washington Mutual 
branch at 2700 E. Tremont Avenue was do-
nated to the Bronx Council on the Arts in 2011 
to be the site of their future headquaters. 
 Community News Group / Jaime Williams

Hudson Valley Bank is now

Sterling National Bank

Count on our commitment to Bronx businesses and real estate markets, 

as we deliver the highest caliber of service and banking expertise.

Expect extraordinary. 

Contact David S. Isaac, Managing Director at 718-655-0227.

To learn about Sterling’s full suite of services, visit snb.com

Member 
FDIC
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46th PCT.
Saturday, Aug. 15, 3:50 a.m. — Two 

suspects entered a Kennedy Fried Chick-
en at 2041 Grand Concourse. One suspect 
displayed an imitation firearm in his waist-
band and both demanded free items and 
the register.  The suspects assaulted two  
employees inside the establishment and 
then fled southbound on Grand Concourse 
without any proceeds.  The victims refused 
medical attention

 47th PCT.
Wednesday, Aug. 12, 8:55 p.m. — 

The NYPD is searching for a suspect in an 
attempted rape. A suspect approached the 
43-year-old female victim from behind as 
she was walking along Admundson Ave-
nue.  The suspect proceeded to pull down 
the victim’s pants and placed his penis on 

her back. The suspect then fled to parts 
unknown.

Wednesday, Aug. 12, 11:40 p.m. — In 
front of 4359 Gunther Avenue, two males 
suspect’s approached a 40-year-old male 
victim from behind, punched and kicked 
him about his body, then forcefully removed 
his Apple iPhone, car keys and $100  cash 
before fleeing southbound on Gunther Av-
enue in a blue 2014 Hyundai Sonata. The 
victim refused medical attention.

48th PCT.
Sunday, Aug. 9, 9:58 p.m. — The 

NYPD is searching for a suspect wanted 
in connection with an armed robbery that 
occurred at 4643 3rd Avenue, a gas sta-
tion. The suspect entered the location, pro-
duced a firearm, demanded money from 
the 37-year-old clerk, and fled on foot with 
$968 from the cash register.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY

SCOVOTTI REAL ESTATE

2 bedroom and enclosed porch. 1 single woman prefered.
6 room duplex. 2 baths. $3,000

3 rooms, 2nd floor. $1350
3 rooms, 2nd floor. $1400
3 rooms, 2nd floor. $1700 Heat included

4 rooms, 2 bedrooms, 2nd floor $1400

2 family detached (below grade)
Plus 2 in-law apaartments $325,000
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Maria was ready to quit 
her job to take care of the 
grandmother who raised her.  
Now, she has ArchCare 
by her side.  

Together, we can make 
living at home easier for 
your grandmother, and 
for you, too.

Have questions about care 
for you or a loved one? 
Call and speak with a Care 
Navigator at (855) 951-CARE    
(TTY/TDD: 711). We’re here to 

help from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 
p.m., seven days a week.

Together, we can

With ArchCare, delivering all the care seniors need to stay healthy and safe 
at home is only the start. To us, making life easier for those who care about 
them is just as important. We’re a source of answers, a reassuring voice 
on the phone, and a shoulder to lean on as we help families care for the 
people they love. Why? Because when it comes to caring, none of us is as 
strong as all of us together.

See Maria’s story at archcare.org/maria
archcare.org
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
A privilege
Dear editor,
Thank you for highlight-

ing the work of Calvary Hospi-
tal in your article on Calvarys 
centennial celebration.  The 
hospital is most worthy of the 
coverage and deserves great 
praise for the care it has of-
fered and continues to offer to 
its patients.

In 1910, my congregation, 
the Sisters of St. Dominic of 
Blauvelt, NY, was asked by the 
Archdiocese of New York to 
help care for the patients at Cal-
vary. We remained there until 
1958 when the Dominican Sis-
ters of the Sick Poor replaced 
us.

     In later years, several of 
our sisters, along with sisters 
from other religious congrega-
tions, served at Calvary in var-
ious positions in many depart-
ments.

The uniqueness of the hospi-
tal has always been recognized 
by patients, staff and visitors 
and it is a privilege for our sis-
ters to have been a part of Cal-
varys history.

Sr. Michaela Connolly, OP

More failure
Dear editor,  
I am afraid Mr. Pelosi 

(Charter change Aug. 14-20) 
missed the whole point of my 
July 17 letter.  The NYC and 
NYS Education Department 
is a monopoly in the ‘educa-
tion market’ that must no lon-
ger be tolerated.   New York’s 
parents and their children de-
mand school choice.

The education market has 
been run for the past 50 years 
by the US, NYS and NYC de-
partments of education solely 
to foster Albert Shanker’s 
legacy - the United Federa-
tion of Teachers.  How Mr. 
Pelosi can fault today’s char-
ter schools with their demon-
strated higher levels of stu-
dent achievement and would 
agree to the merits of charter 
schools if only they followed 
the Shanker Model is mind 
boggling.

Shanker did it 50 years ago 
and today’s UFT run by Mi-
chael Mulgrew and his cro-
nies in the Mayor de Blasio 
administration, especially 
Carmen Farina the UFT’s 
most loyal member, continue 
to short change and deprive 
public school kids and their 
parents of an education.  As a 
result thousands of these kids 
will face a life in poverty, suf-

fer lack of economic opportu-
nity, and face the prospect of 
joining the jail population.  

Our carrier politicians 
fi nanced by the municipal 
(teachers) unions have failed 
millions of American stu-
dents, continue to do so, and 
the result is high minority 
poverty rates, high minor-
ity unemployment rates, and 
an increasing prison popula-
tion.  It would be interesting 
to know for a fact how many 
of today’s jail population came 
from our public schools.

This past week de Blasio 
shouted great news that stu-
dents raised their test scores.  
About 30 % passed the Eng-
lish exam and a whopping 
35 % passed math.  This was 
hailed by the mayor and Mul-
grew that mayoral control 
was working.  The monopoly 
is working! 

Oh BTW!  About the Eng-
lish exam, 70 percent of the 
kids fl unked; in math, 65 per-
cent failed.  More than four 
out of fi ve black and Hispanic 
students bombed English. 
Nearly as many did the same 
in math.  Rough calculation 
that is about 800,000 kids on a 
path to nowhere.

The government sponsored 
education monopoly funded by 
the taxpayer, is a failed model 
with our leaders having no 
interest in improving educa-
tion for New York’s children.  
Shanker said it best when 
asked if he was interested in 
the children stated, “when 
school children start paying 
union dues that’s when I’ll 
start representing the interest 
of school children”.

Twenty six percent of eli-
gible New York City voters 
voted in the last mayoral elec-
tion, and we got de Blasio, Fa-
rina and business as usual at 
the Department of ‘No’ Educa-
tion.  It way past time for the 
nonvoting 74% to show up at 
the poles and throw out the 
progressives whose policies 
are hurting our children.

It is time to bring down the 
Education monopoly.  Give 
parents school choice includ-
ing vouchers that will enable 
parents to send their children 
to private schools, and remove 
the state limit on charter 
schools.

It is way past time to end 
the education monopoly.  It is 
time for our leaders to be lead-
ers and use our tax dollars to 
give school choice to all our 
parents and children.  

Carl J. Cannizzaro

Splitsville
Dear editor,
You scream, I scream, we 

all scream for ice cream.  Take 
a day off from worrying about 
cholesterol, triglycerides and 
your weight.  Treat yourself, 
beat the heat and humidity by 
going to your favorite local ice 
cream parlor and order a ba-
nana split.  

Tuesday, August 25 is Na-
tional Banana Split Day.  It 
was invented by 23-year-old 
apprentice pharmacist Da-
vid Evans Strickler at his La-
trobe, Pennsylvania store’s 
soda fountain in 1904. The cost 
for this tasty treat was 10 cents 
which was twice the price of 
any other ice cream sundae.

Why not have an all ice 
cream diner?  Enjoy a couple 
of scopes of your favorite ice 
cream.  It should be properly 
served in a long dish some-
times called a boat.  The ba-
nana is cut in half lengthwise 
with three scopes of ice cream 
in between. Tradition has 
scoops of vanilla, chocolate 
and strawberry but many sub-
stitute other fl avors.

Add some hot fudge, 
whipped cream, crushed nuts, 
maraschino cherries and 
other toppings.  It will put a 
smile on your face and bring 
back childhood memories of 
when you frequented Jahns 
Ice Cream Parlor or another 
favorite ice cream emporium.

Larry Penner

A big thanks
Dear editor,
On Tuesday, August 4 

the 43rd Precinct Commu-
nity Council in collaboration 
with the Community Affairs 
Offi cers held their Annual 
National Night Out event 
at the Metropolitan Oval in 
Parkchester.  This event, 
which local police precincts 
organizes for the community, 
serves as a way to bridge the 
interaction and build positive 
relations between the com-
munity and the police depart-
ment. 

We, the executive board 
for the 43rd Precinct Commu-
nity Council, would like to ac-
knowledge all of the donors/ 
sponsors who made this event 
possible and successful.

Fidelis Care; William Ri-
vera, Community Board 9 
district manager; Senator Ru-
ben Diaz, Sr,; Senator Gustavo 
Rivera; Assemblyman Mar-
cos A. Crespo; Assemblyman 

Luis R. Sepulveda; City Coun-
cilwoman Annabel Palma; 
Church of the Revelation; 
Gerry Arrighi; Maribel Mer-
cado Ramona DeJesus; West-
ern Beef; Food Bazaar; Key 
Food; Victory Foods; Fresh 
Direct; CTown; McDonalds; 
Chase Bank; Bronx Honda; 
KMart; Parkchester Preserva-
tion Management LLC.; Cum-
mins Power Systems; Dimes 
Savings Bank; Latin Rid-
ers; Watson Classics;Valanca 
Auto; D & M Auto; Ridgewood 
Bank; Isabella City Cart-
ing; Lucky Ace Beauty Sup-
ply; Airgas; World Vision; 
ASA Vending; Pepsi, Penske 
Trucking;  Odyssey House; 
Dunkin Donuts;Verizon and 
Annette DeJesus, our MC for 
the event;

We would also like to thank 
all of the local elected offi cials, 
vendors and the volunteers-
uniform and non uniform 
from the 4-3 Precinct who 
participated, those from CB9 
and even the members from 
the  43rd Precinct Community 
Council.  

Thank you. It is because of 
all you that this community 
event was a success.

Doreen Lesane

Dear editor,
Amazing things are hap-

pening for the children of 
the Bronx at Dream Makers 
Performing Arts! Congratu-
lations to DMPA’s student, 
Devin Campbell, for booking 
the Broadway show “Kinky 
Boots”.  Devin will be per-
forming the role of Young Lola 
in the hit show.

Another big congratula-
tions to student Michael San-
tomassimo, for being invited 
to perform at the Dizzy Feet 
Foundation Gala in Los An-
geles amongst the top stars in 
the business including Nigel 
Lythgoe, Adam Shankman, 
and Travis Wall.

Also, a big congratulations 
to Lisa Maietta-Rybacki, artis-
tic director/owner of DMPA,  
for receiving a nationally ac-
claimed award: Dance Educa-
tor of the Year.

Congratulations to our 
competition teams for tak-
ing home their Fifth National 
Championship in a row at The 
Groove National Competition 
in Atlantic City, New Jersey 
and for yet another undefeated 
season. Go DMPA! 

Management of Dream 

Makers Performing Arts

Amazing year
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3604C EAST TREMONT AVE  (718) 824-0168

We’re Smokin’
STOP IN! ENJOY OUR MANY SELECTIONS

OPEN
7 DAYS
A WEEK

ALLEY 
CAT 
CAFE

TRADITIONAL BBQ 
& SMOKEHOUSE

UPCOMING SHOWS
SHOWS START AT 9:30pm

Saturday, September 19th
ANTHONY “SINATRA” FARINO
Saturday, October 3rd
THE POTATO HEADS
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
Bronx elected offi cials, 

community leaders and health 
offi cials are looking to fi nally 
‘snub out’ synthetic mari-
juana sales. 

At a Wednesday, August 
12 press conference at Jacobi 
Hospital’s Trauma Center, 
Senator Jeff Klein, Assembly-
man Mark Gjonaj, Director of 
Behavioral Health Services at 
North Bronx Healthcare Net-
work Dr. Maryann Popiel, Di-
rector of the Comprehensive 
Psychiatric Emergency Pro-
gram at Jacobi Hospital Dr. 
Benjamin Raatjes, community 
leaders and health offi cials de-
manded a crackdown on syn-
thetic marijuana sales.

Working with community 
leaders and health offi cials, 
Klein’s offi ce has identifi ed 24 
Bronx stores allegedly selling 
vibrant, cleverly named pack-
ets of synthetic marijuana 
and staff at the senator’s of-
fi ce had purchased K2 at EZ-
Pass Gourmet Deli and Hairth 
Deli Grocery Corp in the past 
week.

“Synthetic marijuana is 
dangerous and poses a very 
real public health threat to 
New Yorkers, their families 

Demand for crackdown on synthetic marijuana

and children as at least ten 
patients a week are rushed 
through the emergency room 
at Jacobi Hospital displaying 
frightening, erratic behavior 
associated with K2 use,” said 
Senator Klein. 

To combat “spice” sales 
resulting in nearly 700 emer-
gency room visits at three 
Bronx hospitals in recent 
months, the senator has in-
troduced new legislation to 

fortify criminal and civil pen-
alties to keep ahead of the syn-
thetic drug trade.

According to the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse, 
“spice” refers to a wide range 
of herbal mixtures producing 
similar effects as marijuana 
and are marketed as a ‘safe,’ 
legal alternative under such 
names as ‘K2’, ‘fake weed’, ‘Yu-
catan Fire’, ‘Skunk’ and ‘Moon 
Rocks’. 

These products are labeled 
“not for human consumption” 
as they contain dried, shred-
ded plant material and chemi-
cal additives resulting in their 
mind-altering effects. 

Synthetic marijuana is 
known to cause ‘Excited De-
lirium Syndrome,’ a state of 
extreme mental and physi-
ological excitement associ-
ated with violent behavior, 
seizures, high blood pressure 
and elevated body tempera-
ture among many other symp-
toms.

“The biggest misconception 
about synthetic marijuana is 
that it’s anything like actual 
cannabis,” said Dr. Raatjes. 
“These are dangerous chemi-
cals sprayed onto plant matter 
that can be overwhelming to 

those using these drugs.”
The K2 epidemic is pro-

lifi c due to how easy chemists 
are able to continually tweak 
their formulas to subvert ex-
isting laws and regulations.

In an undercover purchase 
made by member of Klein’s 
staff, a Bronx bodega owner 
retrieved ‘Smacked!’ along 
with other K2 brands hidden 
beneath the counter when re-
quested by the customer and 
only charged $5 for each fi ve 

gram bag.
“These drugs are easily 

accessible and are being mar-
keted to children right in our 
backyard,” said Assemblyman 
Gjonaj. “We must prevent the 
sale of these dangerous and 
life -threatening products.”

Senator Klein will intro-
duce new legislation adding 
‘synthetic cannabinoids’ to 
the pre-existing crimes of 
selling marijuana under New 
York State’s penal law. 

His legislation provides 
fi ve degrees of criminal sale, 
ranging from class B misde-
meanor to a class C felony de-
pendent on the weight of syn-
thetic cannabinoid sold.

Klein also introduced leg-
islation banning the sale of 
synthetic marijuana under 
general business law and will 
increase penalties bringing 
the fi rst violation to $2,000, the 
second to $5,000 and third vio-
lation resulting in the loss of a 
store owner’s liquor, tobacco 
and lottery license. 

The senator will host a Fri-
day, October 9 summit on syn-
thetic cannabinoids at Jacobi 
Hospital with legislators, law 
enforcement and the medical 
community.

‘Black Giant’, like many brands of 
K2 synthetic marijuana, is being 
marketed as “herbal potpourri” to 
the public. 

‘Mardi Gras Premium Natural 
Blend’ is one example of K2 syn-
thetic marijuana purchased during 
an undercover operation recently 
conducted by Senator Klein’s of-
fi ce. Photos courtesy of Senator Jeff 
Klein’s Offi ce
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Free or low-cost monthly premiums
For children under 19 who live in New York State.
There are no copays for care or services. Cover-
age may be free or as little as $9 per child per
month based on income and family size. 

Benefits to keep kids healthy and on the go
• Well-child care and checkups  
• Immunizations
• Prescription drugs
• X-rays and lab tests
• Diagnosis and treatment of illness and injury
• Dental and vision care
• Hospital inpatient and emergency care
• Speech and hearing care
• and much more!

(1-888-343-3547) • 
1-888-FIDELIS | fideliscare.org

Do You or Does Your Child Need Health Insurance?

CChild Health Plus

Apply for enrollment all year long 
for these New York State-sponsored health insurance programs

To learn more  about applying for health insurance, including Child Health Plus and Medicaid through NY State of Health: The Official Health Plan Marketplace,
visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

No monthly premiums!
Medicaid Managed Care is for children and adults
who live in New York State and who meet certain
income and disability requirements.

Benefits for you and your family
• Checkups
• Well-child visits
• Preventive care
• Immunizations
• Women’s health and pregnancy care
• Treatment for illness or injury
• X-rays and lab tests
• Hospital, emergency, and urgent care
• Prescription drug coverage (copays may apply)
• Dental care
• Eye exams and glasses
• Speech and hearing therapy (limits may apply)
• and much more!

It’s easy to apply - all year long!
Apply for Child Health Plus and Medicaid Managed Care offered by Fidelis Care through NY State of Health: The
Official Health Plan Marketplace, at www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov. A Fidelis Care Representative can help you 
complete an application form. Call 1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547).

MMedicaid
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The historic Andrew 

Freedman Home on the Grand 
Concourse will play stage to a 
brand new play this fall.

‘The Fall of the Kings,’ 
written and directed by Mai 
Sennaar and produced by Wal-
ter Puryear from the Andrew 
Freedman Home, will run 
from September 5 through No-
vember 1.

The production is de-
scribed as “A new American 
drama with Afro-Caribbean 
roots.” 

Set in the south end of Bos-
ton in the 1940s, the play tells 
the story of an African-Amer-
ican heiress and her Carib-
bean husband fi ghting to sus-
tain their family in the midst 
of an economic disaster.

The chronicle of the fam-
ily’s struggle includes themes 
of culture and identity, said 
Sennaar, a Maryland native 
whose fi rst play, The Broken 
Window Theory, was pro-
duced at the famed Nuyorican 
Poets’ Cafe when she was 19.

“Her play speaks to fi nd-
ing your place within a soci-
ety,” said Puryear, who also 
produced Black Wall Street in 

Play to premiere at the Andrew Freedman Home
2014.

Sennaar was introduced 
to Puryear through one of 
the actors, and it turned out 
they both graduated from 
New York University’s Tisch 
School of the Arts, although 
several years apart.  

Puryear, who has been in-
volved in transforming the 
Andrew Freedman Home into 
a cultural center for the past 
several years, brought the 
play to the landmark, which 
was built in the 1920s as a re-
tirement home for elite elderly 
who had lost their fortunes.

The grand old mansion 
turned out to be the perfect fi t 
for the story, and Sennaar was 
able to integrate the setting 
into the play.

“The production does its 
best to bring the audience into 
the King’s home,” said Sen-
naar.

The production is also im-
mersive, she said, breaking 
down the fourth wall and in-
viting the audience to partici-
pate at key parts.

Sennaar describes the tone 
as serious but entertaining, 
and said it strikes both funny 
and sad notes. 

She hopes that people will 
connect with the characters 
on an emotional level.

Puryear is confi dent that 
the work will resonate.

“Brilliant is the word,” he 
said.

Bronxites in particular 
will identify with certain 
themes, he said, such as hold-
ing on to identity in face of los-
ing property, which is relevant 
to impending gentrifi cation in 

the borough.
“I think this play will pro-

voke people to think about 
their own situation,” said Pur-
year.

He also hopes it will in-
spire young Bronxites to pur-
sue their artistic goals.

Producing The Fall of the 
Kings at the Andrew Freed-
man Home fi ts into its mis-
sion of bringing artists to the 
Bronx to create art that im-

pact the community, he said. 
The home is run by the Mid-

Bronx Senior Citizens Coun-
cil, which has been doing so-
cial work in the neighborhood 
for more than 40 years, and 
providing cultural opportuni-
ties is an important element of 
that mission, said Puryear.

Tickets to The Fall of the 
Kings, which range from $30 to 
$45, can be purchased through 
www.thefallofthekings.com.

Lead cast members of ‘The Fall of the Kings’ with producer Walter Puryear (seated, left) and playwright/direc-
tor Mai Sennaar (seated, right). Photo by Kristen McFarland

CROSBY PET CENTER
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CROSBY PET CENTER

$

CROSBY PET CENTER

ANY STORE PURCHASE

CROSBY PET CENTER

$
ANY PUPPY PURCHASE

Tropical Fish
and

Fish Tanks

We do

and

 
 

$



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, AUGUST 21-27, 2015 17  BTR

September 12 • 8pm
Lehman Center for the Performing Arts
Featuring selections from Henriquez’ 

forthcoming album, The Bronx Pyramid, 

in stores 9/18
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Jazz at 
Lincoln Center
jazz.org

Lehman Center for the Performing Arts
250 Bedford Park Boulevard West, Bronx, NY

Subway:                                   to Bedford Park Boulevard station

CenterCharge: 212-721-6500

JAZZ AT LINCOLN 
CENTER ORCHESTRA 
with Wynton Marsalis 
Carlos Henriquez: 
Back in the Bronx

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Fresh produce - from the Bronx? 
An urban garden in the borough re-

cently collaborated with local youth to 
assist and better the community.

On Wednesday, August 12, Bissel 
Gardens, a garden located on Bissel Av-
enue between Barnes, Bruner and Bay-
chester avenues, hosted their annual 
Farmers’ Market event.

At the annual event, local teenagers 
and young adults from the Youth Stew-
ardship Program, ages 14-15, and the 
Summer Youth Employment Program, 
ages 16 to 24, sold the garden’s fresh pro-
duce to the community and presented 
their ideas and projects about environ-
mental justice, health and gardening.

During the six-week summer period, 
these individuals were taught how to 
maintain the garden - learning how to 
weed and harvest, among other tasks.

The garden’s projects, which were 
presented by the teenage group, in-
cluded ‘The Fresh Vegetables of Bissel 
Gardens’, which compared and con-
trasted freshly grown crops at Bissel 
Gardens with vegetables sold at a lo-
cal supermarket, ‘Weeds - The Game’, 
which revealed therapeutic and help-
ful ways to pick weeds, as well as ‘Tour-
ing Bissel Gardens’, a walking tour that 
shared the history of the neighborhood 
surrounding the Bissel Pathway, the 
people who maintain the garden and 
identifying different crops that grow in 
the garden.

In total, 21 ideas and projects were 
presented from members of the garden’s 
Youth Stewardship Program in front of 
an audience that included Councilman 
Andy King, Councilman Andrew Co-
hen, executive vice-president of United 
Healthcare Workers Dan Johnson and 
Assemblyman Carl Heastie, among oth-
ers. 

After the presentations, King an-
nounced his commitment to allocate 
$8,000 to the Youth Stewardship Pro-
gram. 

A barbecue was also held to celebrate 
the end of both summer program.

“In my opinion, the Farmer’s Mar-

ket had a more successful year than 
when I fi rst started here,” said garden 
volunteer Hailey Cotto, who started 
volunteering three years ago with the 
Youth Stewardship Program and was 
given the position as project director for 
this summer’s group. 

Over the summer, the 2.2-acre urban 
farm produced vegetables such as toma-
toes, peppers, onions, string beans, col-
lared greens, cucumbers and spinach 
as well as herbs such as basil, oregano 
and sage.

The mission of the Farmers’ Mar-
ket at Bissel Gardens is, and has always 
been, connecting and strengthening the 
community’s local food economy as well 
as providing an aesthetic green-gather-
ing space for residents, while keeping 
the focus on education, involvement, 
community and growth. 

Gardener and board member 
Heather Warren-Dombrowa believes 
that Bissel Gardens would not be what 
it is today without the assistance of the 
many helpers and volunteers that have 
contributed to it.

“Bissel Gardens is defi nitely evi-
dence that people working together can 
result in bringing community ideas to 
fruition,” said Warren-Dombrowa. “To 
see this garden now as compared to how 
it looked 20 years ago is a reminder as to 
how much can get done from just volun-
teering and non-profi t work.”

Bissel Avenue, which was originally 
an abandoned and unpaved road, was 
transformed into a garden when a local 
neighborhood block association began 
the beautifi cation effort in 1993, and by 
1994, the garden was offi cially named 
Bissel Gardens, Inc. 

As the years went on, Bissel mem-
bers and thousands of visiting volun-
teers worked to create the fi ve areas 
that now make up Bissel Gardens - The 
Propagation Area, The Children’s Gar-
den, The Community Garden, The 
Food for Others Garden and the Farm-
ers’ Market Area - each area striving to 
create projects that will assist and bet-
ter the community, the Bronx and New 
York as a whole.

Annual Farmers’ Market 
hosted at Bissel Gardens

Community chef Terry Rodriguez prepares sauteed eggplant with parmesan and fresh basil 
during the Bissell Gardens Farmers’ Market. Photo courtesy of Chrys Napolitano
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Limited space available in St. Clare’s School PreK 3 year old program.  
It’s an opportunity to learn to share, follow instructions, and begin the foundation for learning that will occur in elementary school. 

Call 718-892-4080
Tues, Wed or Thurs

9 am and 12 pm. 

visit our website: stclareofassisischool.org for applications and prices.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local civic association 

president, who is a private sec-
tor security expert, has written 
a novel with a former journalist 
about two characters in search 
of justice in a world inhabited 
by corrupt politicians and po-
lice offi cials. 

The fi ctional piece by past 
New York Magazine journalist 
Craig Horowitz and Bill Stan-
ton, City Island Civic Associa-
tion president, is called Badge 
of Evil. 

The book’s plot centers 
around two characters: an in-
vestigative reporter named 
A.J. Ross, and a freewheeling 
private investigator, Frank 
Bishop, as they try to bring 
down  power hungry New York 
City Police Commissioner Law-
rence Brock. 

The story hinges on Brock’s 
take down of an alleged terror-
ist cell. 

The fl amboyant Stanton and 
the more reserved Horowitz 
both believe that their decades 

City Island Civic prez 
co-writes crime novel

of knowledge of how the inner 
circle of New York City politics 
and policing works provides 
the novel a believable plot. 

“The novel basically is a 
thriller that has international 
and homegrown terrorism, 
corrupt out of control cops, rap 
stars, drug dealers, and this 
kind of inside look at the corri-
dors of power that we are able 
to provide because of our expe-
riences,” said Horowitz.  

Stanton was once a business 
partner with a NYPD assistant 
commissioner Jack Maple, who 
is credited with developing the 
CompStat crime tracking sys-
tem. 

Horowitz penned stories 
about major New York crime 
cases, including one of the 
worst cases of police brutal-
ity in NYPD history: Abner 
Louima in 1997. 

The men met while Horow-
itz was working on story about 
the Louima torture contro-
versy. He needed a police per-
spective and interviewed Stan-
ton, a former cop in the south 

Craig Horowitz and Bill Stanton wrote Badge of Evil, a new police thriller.
 Photo courtesy of Bill Stanton

Bronx. 
The book is for adults, indi-

cated Stanton, and it is not for 
the faint of heart. 

A quick scan of the fi rst few 
pages of a draft version of the 
book includes characters en-
gaged in intravenous drug use, 
prostitution, stripping, sadism 
and masochism.

Stanton and Horowitz have 
a three-book deal with pub-
lisher Regan Arts. 

The writing process is col-
laborative, said Stanton, with 
the former private investigator 
coming up with general ideas 
for the book and then collabo-
rating with Horowitz, a profes-
sional writer, to fl ush out the 
details. 

“Everyone who knows me 
can say they hear my voice,” 
said Stanton. “The irony here 
is that I could not articulate 
that voice myself. I needed my 
partner to capture that.” 

Stanton says he is more of 
a visual-oriented thinker, hav-
ing grown up watching televi-

sion. 
He said that the book would 

not have been possible without 
the collaboration with Horow-
itz. 

Stanton is also an acclaimed 
television producer and has ap-
peared on several network spe-

cials regarding personal safety 
and security issues. 

After 20 years in New York 
City’s media, covering numer-
ous mayoral administrations 
and police commissioners, 
Horowitz now has a corporate 
communications career.  
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
In the midst of the Legion-

naires’ disease outbreak, bor-
ough and state politicians re-
cently held a press conference 
to discuss solutions to another 
important Bronx health risk.

On Wednesday, August 12, 
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, 
along with Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz, Jr., Senator 
Gustavo Rivera and Assem-
blyman Michael Blake, among 
other politicians, hosted a 
press conference at the Chil-
dren’s Aid Society to discuss 
the US senator’s fi ght for new 
measures to ensure that New 
York public schools prepare 
for and prevent asthma at-
tacks in the future.

During the press confer-
ence, Gillibrand introduced 
the School Asthma Manage-
ment Plan Act, a bill to ensure 
that schools are equipped to 
prevent and respond to stu-
dents’ asthma attacks. 

The bill would provide 
funding for schools to train 
staff so that they are able to 
identify these potentially dan-
gerous scenario and properly 
respond. 

Funding would also pur-

Schools can breathe better in asthma battle
chase medication and equip-
ment for schools to improve 
classroom air quality.

According to the New York 
State Department of Health, 
approximately 34,000 children 
in the state were hospitalized 
for asthma attacks between 
2011-13. 

In addition, asthma causes 
students across the country 
to miss a total of 10.5 million 
school days. 

In the borough, an esti-
mated 9,320 children were hos-
pitalized between 2011-13 in an 
area that struggles with one 
of the highest asthma rates in 
the country.

Children in schools suffer-
ing from asthma attacks can 
pose as a burden for entire 
families, as parents are often 
forced to miss work and travel 
to accompany their children. 

Asthmatic students face 
challenges such as staying 
current in classes amidst ab-
sences and participating in 
sport-related activities. 

There have also been in-
stances of students falling 
asleep in class due to having 
trouble breathing and sleep-
ing the night before.

Gillibrand is now working 
to ensure that the bill, which 
was passed by state Senate 
last month, will be passed by 
the U.S. House of Representa-
tives.

“As asthma rates across 
New York and the country rise 
due to pollutants and smog, we 
have to make sure our schools 
have the resources to pre-
pare for and prevent asthma 
attacks,” said Gillibrand, 
whose son, Theo, suffers from 
asthma. 

“More than 30,000 Bronx 
children suffer from this 
chronic disease, so the place 
where they spend so much of 
their time, our schools, must 
be ready. This legislation will 
make sure our schools have 
the resources to meet our stu-
dents’ health needs.”

“The Bronx is grateful to 
Senator Gillibrand for her 
ongoing commitment to the 
health of New Yorkers and 
to my borough as well as for 
her School Asthma Manage-
ment Plan Act,” said Diaz, 
Jr., whose wife is a chronic 
asthmatic. “This law will 
provide students suffering 
from asthma proper help by 

improving the communica-
tion between their schools 
and physicians, and will help 

improve the quality of lives 
of those suffering, and their 
families, from asthma.”

(l-r) Diaz, Jr., Gillibrand and Rivera take questions from the audience fol-
lowing the press conference. Photo courtesy of Senator Gillibrand’s offi ce
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
Bronxites looking to wine, dine 

and have a great time need only look 
to next month’s fun-filled Bronx 
Food and Wine Festival.

In collaboration with Bronx Fash-
ion Week, the first-ever ‘Eat nYc the 
Bronx Food and Wine Festival’ is set 
for Thursday, September 17 from 4 to 
9 p.m. at the Mall at Bay Plaza.

Sponsored by Pandora Jewelry 
Store and Pretzelmaker, the chari-
table event will help the Food Bank 
for New York City feed 25,000 hun-
gry men, women and children while 
raising public awareness about this 
pressing issue.

Check-in for the festival begins 
at 4 p.m. leading into a special per-
formance at 4:30 p.m to welcome the 
evening’s guests.

Attendees will then be treated 
to a V.I.P. Runway Fashion Show 
at 5 p.m. presented by Bronx Fash-
ion Week and the New York Fash-
ion Chamber of Commerce showcas-
ing the very best in avant garde and 
couture hosted by the borough’s own 
Caridad de la Luz ,a.k.a. ‘La Bruja’.

From 6 until 9 p.m., guests will be 
guided upstairs where they can sam-
ple food and beverages from some of 
the best local chefs and restaurants, 
wineries, distilleries, breweries and 
local craftsman of gourmet treats at 

Wine and dine at Bronx’ food festival

a grand tasting event hosted by the 
Culinary Ambassador of the Bronx, 
‘Baron Ambrosia’.

Eat nYc ticket holders will be 
treated to local and celebrity chefs 
performing on stage live cooking 
demos followed by a diverse set of 
musical guests. 

Live musical performances by 
QNA, a five-piece Jazz ensemble, 
R&B singer Kathryn F. Hoxie show-
casing some of her sultry hits from 
her new upcoming album, ‘Journey 

of a GemInEye’, and hip hop artist 
Twan Da Dude performing his hit 
single ‘Star’ and ‘I Run NY’ are set 
for that evening.

On-site hand rolled Cuban cigar 
rollers by La Rosa Cigars will be 
there also.

Raffle prizes as well as ‘swag 
bags’ stuffed with giveaways and 
discounts from local and borough 
wide vendors will be available for 
each guest.

“This event is a culmination of 
fine dining and spirits provided 
by eateries and artisanal bever-
age manufacturers from our home 
town,” said John Denizard, Eat nYc 
president and co-founder. “Celebrat-
ing the diversity, hard work and 
craftsmanship with flavor only the 
Bronx can offer.”

He noted that the upcoming 
Bronx Food and Wine Festival is the 
first of its kind to incorporate all of 
these elements into one event.

This unique Bronx event will fea-
ture nearly 30 vendors including 
Havana Cafe, Don Coqui, Whoopies 
Miniature Dessert Co., Coqui the 
Chef, Limation, Crude Food, Hei-
neken, Tabo Bakery Bar, Cafe Colo-
nial, Enzo’s Restaurant, DIG Farm, 
Euro Products, Arthur Avenue Ital-
ian Deli, Lady O’s Coquito, Flaco Co-
quito, Zero Otto Nove, Da Giorgio 

Restaurant and many others.
“We’ll have two live cooking 

demos for general admission guests 
and V.I.P.s,” said Tania Lopez, Co-
qui the Chef founder and chief ex-
ecutive officer. “We’re super excited 
for this festival and it’s the perfect 
opportunity to show people what 
we’re about.”    

The event ends at 9 p.m. and ac-
cording to Denizard, discounted lo-
cal car services will be provided in 
front of the mall to help guests re-
turn home safely.

The Bronx Opera House Hotel 
will offer Eat nYc ticket holders, 
with proof of purchase, to book one 
of their remaining available rooms 
for the evening at a 15% discount.   

To purchase tickets, visit www.
eatnycfoodandwinefest.com or visit 
www.eventbrite.com searching for 
“Eat nYc The Bronx Food And Wine 
Festival” and enter the promo code 
ChefsTable for a 50% discount at 
checkout while limited amount of 
discount tickets are still available. 

General admission tickets will 
be available for sale at the door the 
night of the event.

For more information about this 
event, contact Denizard at either 
(347) 621-4365 or eatnyc2015@gmail.
com.

The fi rst-ever ‘Eat nYc-The Bronx Food and 
Wine Festival’, a collaboration between Eat 
nYc and Bronx Fashion Week, is set for next 
month at the Mall at Bay Plaza.         
           Photo courtesy of Eat nYc
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Pre-Owned and Pre-Owned vehicles visit:
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SUPER CENTER!
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24,000-MILE^

CPO SCHEDULED 
MAINTENANCE PLAN

12-MONTH/
12,000-MILE†
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WARRANTY
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WARRANTY
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2013 Honda Civic LX ..................................................$14,491
FWD, Auto, 1.8L, I4, Stk#8947U, VIN#DH561961, 34,950mi. 
2007 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo.........$14,491
4WD, Auto, 3.7L, V6, Stk#8926U, VIN#C681306, 22,470mi.
2014 Chevy Impala LT ...............................................$14,993
FWD, Auto, 3.6L, V6, Stk#8811U, 38,000mi.
2014 Chevy Malibu 2LT ...........................................$17,493
FWD, Auto, 2.5L, I4, Stk#8826U, VIN#EF109313, 29,224mi.
2014 Buick Verano........................................................$19,495
FWD, Auto, 2.4L, I4, Stk#8837U, 2,185mi. 
2013 Honda Accord Sport ...................................$19,991
FWD, Auto, 2.4L, I4, Stk#8938U, VIN#DA136655, 17,072mi.

2012 GMC Terrain SLE-1 ........................................$20,991
AWD, Auto, 2.4L, I4, Stk#8952U, VIN#C6216176, 30,823mi. 
2014 Subaru XV Crosstrek Premium......$21,493
AWD, Auto CVT, 2.0L, H4, Stk#8814U, 9,313mi.
2015 Subaru Impreza 2.0i....................................$21,992
AWD, Auto, 2.0L, H4, Stk#8902U, VIN#FH004209, 1,777mi. 
2015 Subaru Legacy...................................................$21,994
AWD, Auto CVT, 2.5L, H4, Stk#8793U, 6,286mi.
2014 GMC Terrain SLE-2........................................$23,992
AWD, Auto, 2.4L, I4, Stk#8909U, VIN#E6301216, 24,991mi. 
2015 Chevy Express 2500 Cargo Van.....$25,991
RWD, Auto, 4.8L, V8, Stk#8967U, VIN#F1107799, 11,850mi.  

$36,991

4WD, Auto, 5.3L, V8, Stk#8917U, VIN#EG199062, 41,121mi.
2014 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT Crew Cab

$24,492

RWD, Auto, 3.6L, V6, Stk#8908U, 14,884mi.
2015 Chevy Camaro LT Coupe

$46,991

AWD, Auto, 6.2L, V8, Stk#8930U, VIN#DR181400, 30,358mi.
2013 GMC Yukon XL 1500 Denali

$27,991

4WD, Auto, 3.6L, V6, Stk#8920U, VIN#CC281116, 37,000mi. 
2012 Jeep Gr.Cherokee Laredo 

AutoGroup
AutoGroup
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Mayor de Blasio has ap-

pointed a community orga-
nizer who got his start work-
ing with clergy in the Bronx 
to lead a new citywide Clergy 
Advisory Council. 

Jonathan Soto, 30, a se-
nior community liaison in the 
mayor’s Community Affairs 
Unit, will be guiding the new 
citywide clergy coalition. 

This comes after working 
extensively in the borough as 
policy director with the Bronx 
Clergy Roundtable and as the 
leader of Bronx Long Term Re-
covery Group, an organization 
seeking to empower affected 
communities to recover from 
Hurricane Sandy. 

The Civil Rights Movement 
and the philosophy of Martin 
Luther King Jr. informs his 
social justice philosophy, he 
said, adding that he believes 
this new position is an oppor-
tunity to address the specifi c 
needs of individual New York-
ers, as well as systemic issues 
through shaping public pol-
icy. 

“I am honored to have the 

Jonathan Soto to guide CAC
opportunity to work with di-
verse faith leaders and com-
munities, as well as part-
ners citywide on crucial 
issues for our city,” he said. 
“I look forward to working 
with the new Clergy Advi-
sory Council to build an im-
portant and effective bridge 
between city government 
and residents.” 

Soto  noted that CAC, com-
prised of 53 members from 
pretty much every faith and 
ethnic group that comprises 
the city, would seek to reach 
out to the outer boroughs. 

“This administration has 
been very explicit about reach-
ing out to the outer boroughs 
and traditionally underrepre-
sented communities,” he said. 
“So, that is going to be one of 
my main tasks; and my social 
justice theology really kind of 
frames that constituent driven 
approach we have taken.”

The CAC seeks to establish 
a direct line of communication 
between local faith leaders in 
all boroughs and City Hall.  

One of the fi rst conditions 
the coalition will address is 

that of homelessness, said 
Soto. 

Soto spoke of the way he 
sees clergy help homeless peo-
ple and those in need, provid-
ing a window into his ideas 
about the work of religious 
leaders. 

“What has always caught 
my eye is when they approach 
somebody in need they don’t 
just give them a solution for 
the afterlife,” he said. “Their 
concern is (also) about their 
present circumstances: 
whether they are sick, hungry 
or in need of shelter.” 

All faith leaders address 
the spiritual and earthly 
needs of their congregations, 
he said. His parents were min-
isters and missionaries, he 
also said. 

When he was at the Bronx 
Clergy Roundtable, he worked 
to establish a mentoring pro-
gram for young people and im-
prove community and police 
relations through program-
ming, he said. 

He assisted BCR on various 
organizing programs. 

Soto said he discovered 

the BCR while working for a 
healthcare company shortly 
after his graduation from 
Fordham University, when he 
attended a forum on police and 
community relations. 

In a statement, Mayor de 
Blasio said that Soto had been 
brought on as senior liaison to 
facilitate the administration’s 
engagement with religious 
communities.

“A seasoned and inspired 
community leader and activ-
ist, I’m confi dent that Jona-
than will bring us closer to 
communities of faith to ensure 
that New Yorkers can provide 
essential feedback and benefi t 
from what our city has to of-
fer,” stated the mayor. 

Soto is expected to gradu-
ate from Brooklyn Law School 
in 2016. 

Jonathan Soto Photo courtesy of New York City Mayor Bill de Blasios’s Offi ce



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, AUGUST 21-27, 2015 25  BTR



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, AUGUST 21-27, 201526    BTR

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
One Bronx-based organization is be-

ing recognized for its work educating 
the next generation of fi lmmakers.

The Ghetto Film School was recently 
named a semifi nalist in the 9th annual 
New York Community Trust Nonprofi t 
Excellence Awards.

The fi lm school is one of ten semi-
fi nalists across the fi ve boroughs, 
Westchester and Long Island who are in 
the running to win $60,000 in prizes as 
well as tuition scholarships for the Co-
lumbia Business School Executive Edu-
cation Programs in Social Enterprise. 

Ghetto Film School in contention for award
Six fi nalists and then three winners 

will be announced later this year.
The Ghetto Film School was founded 

by president Joe Hall and started as a 
summer program out of a store front in 
Hunts Point almost 15 years ago.

It  transitioned into a full-time pro-
gram in 2004 in Mott Haven and  later 
opened the nation’s fi rst public fi lm 
school with the Department of Educa-
tion in 2009 called The Cinema School. 

The idea rose out of Hall’s experience 
at fi lm school at University of Southern 
California, where he realized there was 
a lack of diversity in fi lm making, said 

GFS artistic director Derrick Cam-
eron. 

So he returned to the Bronx, where 
he had roots as a community organizer, 
and started teaching high school stu-
dents fi lm. 

In addition to providing program-
ming for The Cinema School’s fi lm cur-
riculum, GFS also offers an intensive 
fellowship for a select group of the Cin-
ema School’s junior and seniors with af-
ter-school and Saturday programming. 
They also run the Digital Bodega, a 
professional production company that 
gives alumni paid opportunities to 

Students from The Ghetto Film School shoot 
a fi lm in Spain during a recent trip. 
 Photo courtesy of Ghetto Film School

grow their fi lm reel and supports GFS 
with additional revenue. 

GFS also provides instruction for 
students about professional skills like 
networking, and helps them establish 
contacts in the business, said Cameron, 
and a recently established outpost in 
L.A. will support students if they move 
west to pursue the craft.

“We’re the Coppola family for stu-
dents that don’t have connections in the 
industry,” said Cameron.

In addition to teaching teens how to 
write scripts, work a camera, and use 
editing programs, a fi lmmaking edu-
cation also provides lessons about col-
laboration, problem solving, and empa-
thy, said Cameron, which are valuable 
whether or not they decide to pursue ca-
reers in the fi eld.

“Storytelling in general lends itself 
to transferable skills,” said Cameron.

A recent graduate of the Cinema 
School and participant in the fellow-
ship, Natalie Popoter, said GFS helped 
her grow and gave her real-world skills.

“This program really helps you see 
things, and not just from the fi lmmaker 
perspective,” she said.

Popoter recently traveled with a 
small group of students to produce 
a fi lm in Spain based on a script she 
wrote, which she called a life-changing 
experience, thanks to GFS.

Being part of the NYCT’s ongoing 
awards process has given GFS a chance 
to evaluate the many things they’re do-
ing,  said Cameron.

“It really allows you to refl ect as an 
organization,” he said.

The 10-month process involves appli-
cation workshops and multiple rounds 
of interviews that act as a kind of group 
training and coaching for the more than 
50 nonprofi ts who participate, said Mi-
chael Clark, president of the Nonprofi t 
Coordinating Committee, which cre-
ated the Nonprofi t Excellence Awards 
in collaboration with NYCT and Phi-
lanthropy New York.

“It’s a lot of work, but people keep 
coming back,” said Clark. “It amounts 
to expert consulting.”

The awards are sponsored by WNYC 
as well as supported by The Clark Foun-
dation, Ford Foundation, McGladrey 
LLP, and Columbia Business School Ex-
ecutive Education Programs in Social 
Enterprise.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A unique lottery drawing 

saw one lucky new tenant get 
$5,000 in apartment furnish-
ings for free. 

MacQuesten Development, 
the developer and contractor 
of the new 84-unit, eight-story 
Mother Arnetta Crawford 
Houses in Crotona Park East, 
held the drawing on Tues-
day, August 18 for a fully-fur-
nished apartment decorated 
free-of-charge by the head of 
the company. 

Rella Fogliano, MacQues-
ten president, sticking to a 
budget of about $5,000, chose 
the apartment’s furnishings 
to showcase what could be 
done in 800-square-feet. The  
apartment’s furnishings had 
to be functional and attrac-
tive, she said. 

The drawing in the fur-
nished apartment brought to-
gether tenants and those who 
plan on moving into the 100% 
affordable housing building.

The winner, selected at 
random, was Gloria Velez, 
who will be living in the fur-
nished-for-free digs with her 
daughter Nicole Fino. 

Velez said she might have 

Furniture lottery held at Crawford Houses
had to buy all new furniture 
because of the confi guration 
of her previous apartment, 
and that having a fully-fur-
nished start in the building 
was a big help. 

“I did not expect (to win),” 
she said. “It was God’s plan.” 

Velez let out a large, jubi-
lant cheer when she was an-
nounced the winner. 

Fino said that she and her 
mother did not expect to win 
the drawing, held inside unit 
3G. 

“This year has been very 
rough for us,” said Fino, citing 
fi nancial diffi culties, and add-
ing that the win was a blessing.

The selection of the fur-
niture was done over a week-
end, said Fogliano, who added 
that even for the tenants who 
did not win, the new building 
pushes the envelope in terms 
of building materials that blur 
the line between luxury and 
affordable housing.

“We used extraordinary 
materials,” said Fogliano, who 
went on to explain that the ma-
terials used are sustainable 
and may soon be LEED Silver-
certifi ed, a certifi cation from 
the Green Building Council. 

For tenants in the all-rental 
building, there will be bam-
boo fl ooring, anti-microbial 
Flexco® corridors and also 
Italian-made kitchen cabinets 
and fi xtures with high qual-
ity wood and hardware like 
those that are usually found 
in more expensive, upscale 
apartments. 

“We went a little bit above 
and beyond because I do be-
lieve in not only sustainabil-
ity, but also beauty,” she said. 

Fogliano added: “My hope 
is that everyone who moves 
into our newest affordable 
housing building will fi nd a 
happier life here.”  

According to MacQuesten, 

80% of the building, located at 
1500 Hoe Avenue, is already 
leased. 

The 78,000 square-foot 
building includes two recre-
ation areas, an outdoor play 
area, a ground-fl oor parking 
garage, and views of the Man-
hattan skyline. 

The contestants, just before the drawing, stand with Rella Fogliano, president of The MacQuesten  Companies.
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

COMMUNITY
CHIROPRATIC

of Throggs Neck

Kenneth P. Gonoud D.C.

Trigger Point Injections

We Treat:
Acute and Chronic Pain, Back and Neck Pain

Headaches and Migraines, Sciatica and Pinched Nerves
Arthritis, Knee and Shoulder Pain

scan here

Get your undergraduate degree at Touro College’s
New York School of Career and Applied Studies

Touro College:
a world of possibilities

apply online at apply.touro.edu

Touro is an equal opportunity institution  
For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination
Statement, please visit www.touro.edu
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www.touro.edu/veterans

Facebook.com/nyscasTouro
Twitter.com/nyscasTouro
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Discover our array of offerings
at  www.touro.edu/nyscas

212.463.0400 x5500 MANHATTAN, BROOKLYN, QUEENS
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Cardinal�Hayes�Congratulates�Alumni�on�their�
Professional�Football�Achievements!�

Erle�Ladson�‘09�

On� Tuesday,� July� 28,� the�
Cleveland� Browns� signed�
OL�Erle�Ladson.�Ladson�is��
6’�6”,� 350�pounds� and�
o�cially� in� his� �rst� NFL�
season� out� of� Delaware.�
Originally� signed� by� the�
Raiders� as� undra�ed� free�
agent� in� 2014,� Ladson� also�
played� in� the� Arena�
Football�League.���

�

Willie�Colon�‘01�

The� Jets� re�signed� Willie�
Colon,� their� star�ng� right�
guard� for� the� past� two�
seasons.� Colon� was� born�
and� raised� in� the� Bronx,�
played� his� high� school� ball�
at�Cardinal�Hayes,�and�spent�
his�college�career�at�Hofstra.�
Colon,�began�his�NFL�career�
in� 2006� as� Pi�sburgh's�
fourth�round� pick,� 131st�
overall.� He� played� in� 63�
games� for� the� Steelers�
including�the�Superbowl�XLII�
win� over� the� Cardinals� in�
2009.�

�

Carlif�Taylor�‘10�

Taylor� signed� as� a� rookie�
free�agent�by�the�Giants�on�
May� 11,� 2015� from�
Southern� Connec�cut�
State.�The�6’�2”�319lb�two�
�me� All� Northeast� 10�
Conference� selec�on�
racked� up� 172� tackles� and�
6.0� sacks.� As� a� senior� in�
2014,� he� was� a� team�
captain,� played� in� 11�
games� and� was� credited�
with� 73� tackles� (35� solo),�
including�eight�for�losses.��
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cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE
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we are excited to announce the opening of our 3rd office

WSPT IS GROWING!

3202 Bainbridge Ave, Bronx NY 10467
come see our fully equipped 2500-square foot bainbridge location

1250 Waters Place, Suite 501
Bronx, NY 10461

718.409.9444

3202 Bainbridge Ave, Suite D
Bronx, NY 10467

718.881.9525

1915 Central Park Ave
Yonkers, NY 10710

914.771.9666

same world-class care in our stunning new office
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MADONNA

gaycitynews.nyc/win

WIN TICKETS TO SEE

MADONNA 
COURTESY OF 

MADONNA
SEPTEMBER 17th

at Madison Square Garden

For your chance to win, visit

EssenMED House Calls, the Bronx-
based organization that is the largest pri-
vately held in-home medical care provider 
in New York State, has been named to the 
2015 Inc. 5000, an exclusive ranking of 
America’s fastest-growing private compa-
nies.  

Ranked as the fastest growing in-
home primary care practice in the coun-
try, EssenMED House Calls brings pa-
tient-centered, in-home medical care to 
nearly 4,000 homebound patients across 
all fi ve of New York City’s boroughs and 
Westchester County. Among companies in 
the healthcare industry in New York State, 
EssenMED House Calls is listed as the 8th 
fastest growing company.

 “This achievement is a testament to the 
commitment of our entire staff including our 
doctors, nurse practitioners, scribes, ad-
ministrative staff and management team 
in providing the best medical in-home care 
available,” said Dr. Sumir Sahgal, Chief 
Medical Offi cer and Founder of EssenMED 
House Calls. “It is also an affi rmation that 
our service is unquestionably needed. 
Homebound individuals – including the el-
derly, frail and disabled – remain an invis-
ible and neglected segment of our popula-
tion. At EssenMED House Calls, our goal is 
to keep to these patients in their homes as 
long as possible and in the best possible 
health.”

In January 2011, EssenMED House 
Calls cared for just over 500 patients. By the 
end of 2014, that number increased to more 

than 3,500.  The majority of EssenMED 
House Calls patients suffers from multiple 
chronic illnesses including diabetes, heart 
disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease, and continue to remain one of the 
sickest, costliest and most medically under-
served populations in healthcare.

To be included on the list, privately 
owned businesses have to meet several 
qualifi cations, including having revenues of 
at least $2 million in 2014 and growing at 
least 43% over the past three years.  Es-
senMED House Calls far exceeded the re-
quirements and reported $5 million in rev-
enues for 2014 and growth of 405% since 
2011. 

 For more information on EssenMED 
House Calls, visit www.essenmedhous-
calls.org or call (718) 294-6200.

* * *
The Castle Hill Library, 947 Castle Hill 

Avenue, will off Animal Odyssey, on Thurs-
day, August 27, at 3 p.m.

Join the staff of the New Canaan Nature 
Center for an awesome animal adventure. 
They will discuss invertebrates, insects, 
fi sh, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mam-
mals. Programs will take participants on a 
hands-on journey throughout the animal 
kingdom. Each week will feature up close 
visits from one or two live animal ambassa-
dors, plus investigations and experiments 
using real animal artifacts to discover more 
about a variety of creatures. For ages 12 
to 18. For more information call (718) 824-
3838.

EssenMED House Calls named
fastest growing private company

What a fantastic season 2015 was for the Performers Edge Dance Company!  From the beginning of the season way back in Janu-
ary these dancers ranging from the ages of 5 to 18 attended the most prestigious conventions, workshops and competitions and 
came out winners. They worked numerous hours in the studio week after week perfecting their pieces that were choreographed 
by all professionals in the industry. The dancers both male and female attended three mandatory regional competitions working 
their way to do their best at nationals. Winning overall high scoring solos, regional titles, choreography awards and more these 
dancers were ready for anything. In early July, the team headed to Kids Artistic Revue National Competition in Foxwoods. CT, 
competing against so much talent on the east coast. The dancers did fantastic winning “Top Secondary School” making their 
director and teachers extremely proud. The team danced their heart out doing what they love making memories and new friends 
while leaving their heart on the stage. The dancers pulled together as a team and won as a team. One Love*One Family*One Team 
is what it is all about. With the end of the summer now approaching the dancers are getting ready for their week long training 
at the summer intensive. They cannot wait to learn new choreography for an even stronger upcoming season. On behalf of all 
Peda dancers and staff they wish the best of luck to their graduating seniors Danielle Medici, Crysta Martinez, Jorja-Rae Willis, 
Ruby McClellan, Ervin Bautista Jeremy Suarez. A huge congratulations to director Stefanie and her new husband Anthony whom 
just got married last week. 

DANCE STUDENTS WIN HONORS
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PADDY’S ON THE BAY 

 
50 PENNYFIELD AVENUE�  BRONX�  NEW YORK 

 

G                              GOOD FOOD. . . . .  
                        HONEST DRINKS. . . . .  
                             GOOD TIMES. . . . . . . .   

 
 
 

 Starting September 12th, 
Live Music every Saturday 

4PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out our Facebook Page or 
Web site for monthly schedules. 

Watch your Team on Gameday 
          at the Bay, Beer,Drinks  
          and Wings Specials... 

       
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

 Beer Buckets & 
  Wings Specials 

Lunch and Dinner 
Specials Daily� � �  
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Manicure and Pedicure ..........$20
Gel Manicures .........................$39
Hair and Make-Up ...................$60
Teethwhitening ........................$75

In The
Courtyard
Near the

Alley Cat Cafe
347-621-1799

FREE EYELASH APPLICATION

AMSTERDAM
AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

ers and Store Repairs

    upon request

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

WHERE YOUR DOG 
CAN BE A ROCK STAR
HURRY IN SPACE IS LIMITED

CALL 718-908-2056

$5 OFF

Doggie
A GO-GO

DOGGIE DAY CARE

Tails are Waggin' 
and Pets are Braggin'

Groom
A Doggie

In The Throggs Neck Mall
3604 A East Tremont Avenue

 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Grand Opening
Puppy Parade

Parties 

(60 Minute Session)
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Home Of The

See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Café.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings,
Video, Live Bands

Disc Jockeys Available

Call 646-261-0170
or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or

www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

Offi ce/Retail Space 

Available in the 

Throggs Neck Mall 

Call 917-232-2375

237 Quincy Avenue
Large semi-attached Tri-Level house in the Throggs Neck Section of the 
Bronx.  Five bedrooms and 2.5 baths with garage and backyard.  Hard-
wood fl oors. Great for Large Family.

220 Pelham Road
Beautiful Gut Renovated One Bedroom One Bath Coop With 
Water Views. Hardwood Floors, Gorgeous Tiles, Stainless 
Steel Appliances And Granite Countertops. Microwave And 
Dishwasher. Many Closets. Close to transportation, parks, and 
beach.

Free Home Evaluation

Your House 

Distinguished Homes & Properties

Cell:  917-957-6800
3602 E Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

Larry “Large” Weinstein

Top Producer

266 Pennyfi eld Avenue
Solid Brick Semi-Detached one family home on the outskirts of 

Silver Beach in the Throggs Neck Section of the Bronx.  Three bed-
room duplex with open kitchen, dining and living room.  Garage and 
fi nished basement leads to beautiful back yard.  Bathroom on every 

fl oor.

IN CONTRACT

IN CONTRACT

IN CONTRACT
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A block party was recently held on Narra-
gansett Avenue. The activities included wa-
ter slides, barbecues and games for the kids. 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj was among those 
in attendance.

NARRAGANSETT AVE. HOSTS BLOCK PARTY

Giovanna Dippolito enjoys riding down the 
water slide. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

(l-r) Dr. David Stevens, Maria Stevens and 
Gjonaj attended the event. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

The St. Raymond High School for Boys hosted their 2nd Annual Fundraising Carnival on 
August 6 to 9, which will help fund scholarships for socioeconomically disadvantaged stu-
dents. Guests enjoyed rides, games, food and more.

ST. RAYMOND’S HOSTS CARNIVAL

(Above) (l to r:) Lexis Henry, Melissa Deonarain, Tassia Turner, Avaye Gilford and Madison 
Henry enjoy the carnival. Photo by Laura Stone

The Manaiza Family enjoyed the family fun 
night. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Drewquan Barrington slides into home from 
the top of the Fun Slide ride. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Calvary Hospital awarded the 2015 Eddie Higgins Scholarship to one outstanding student, 
Rebecca Rivera, the daughter of employee Wanda Velasquez.  To win the scholarship, Rivera 
had to demonstrate academic excellence, fi nancial need, and determination and spirit. She 
is a recent graduate of Bronx High School for the Visual Arts and will matriculate at Manhat-
tan Community College in the fall. 

CALVARY HOSPITAL AWARDS SCHOLARSHIP

(l-r) Wanda Velazquez, mother; Rebecca Rivera; father Joel Rivera and Richard Kutilek, chief 
operating offi cer, Calvary Hospital. Photo courtesy of Calvary Hospital

Comedian and ventriloquist Kenny 
Warren performs a comedic set with 
LeRoy Cool. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Sons of American Legion for Samuel 
H. Young Post 620 held their annual 
Comedy Night on Saturday, August 
15. Comedians who performed at the 
event included John Consoli, Kenny 
Warren, Paul Bond, Nicky Sunshine, 
Rick Morgan and Mari Vasquez.

LEGION
SPONSORS
COMEDY
NIGHT

The American Diabetes Association pre-
sented Feria De Salud with special musical 
guest Bobby Sanabria on Saturday, August 
15.  The event in St. Mary’s Park in Mott Ha-
ven included live music and dancing, cook-
ing demonstrations, children’s activities 
and health information to promote diabetes 
awareness.

DIABETES
FOUNDATION

PRESENTS
FESTIVAL

Executive chef Frank Maldonado (c) talks 
about  cooking during the festival. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin
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Sponsored by the Westchester Square-Zerega Improvement Organization, Pearly Gates Mini 
Summer Camp held its Saturday, August 15 closing day celebration at Pearly Gates Play-
ground featuring raffl e prizes as well as magic and puppet shows.

PEARLY GATES SUMMER CAMP CLOSES

Sandy Lusk (r, standing) with staff members, parents and children of the Pearly Gates Mini 
Summer Camp. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Above) William Rennick  turned 100. The staff at Bronxwood Assisted Living helped him 
celebrate: (l-r)Yissel Batista, Miguelina Veres, Glades Chalos, Angel Davila and Nanda Satei. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Bronxwood Assisted Living celebrated the birthday of another centenarian on Wednesday, Au-
gust 12. William Rennick turned 100-years-old, surrounded by family, friends and facility staff. 

BRONXWOOD CELEBRATES 100-YEAR-OLD

A memorial for the late Cardnial Spellman High School student Christian Negron was hosted 
at EL FOGON on Saturday, August 5 by Rick Quintana, an educator at the school and the 
moderator for the Spoken Word Poetry Club, of which Negron was an active member. The 
memorial, which featured music, poetry and art, was attended by current and former Spell-
man students. Proceeds were donated to the Negron family.

ART MEMORIAL FOR  SPELLMAN STUDENT

Current and former students from Cardinal Spellman High School with Christian Negron’s 
family and his mentor Rick Quintana. Photo by Edwin Soto

First Lutheran Church of Throggs 
Neck held a Hawaii-themed luau 
to celebrate the summer on Sat-
urday, August 15. The celebration 
doubled as a fundraiser for the 
church. 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THROGGS NECK HOLDS HAWAII-THEMED LUAU

(Left) Cathey Ziegler (l) and Cece 
Laddenbauer sold raffl e tickets. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Reverend Ulf Lunow with con-
gregants and luau attendees. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Senator Ruben Diaz, SR., Assemblyman Marcos Crespo, Community Board 9 district manager 
William Rivera, Bharati Kemraj and Eliezer Rodriquez, Esq.(BMAR) presented awards to the 
Soundview mural artists. Photo by Edwin Soto

Saturday, August 15’s annual Morrison Avenue Festival saw close to 10,000 people in at-
tendance to witness the offi cial unveiling of the Soundview mural. Friends, families and 
neighbors had a festive time during this fun-fi lled community event.

ANNUAL MORRISON AVE. FESTIVAL HELD
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Councilman James Vacca and Neighborhood Initiatives Development Corporation hosted 
‘Movies Under the Stars’ at Loreto Park on Friday, August 14. Attendees, which included 
Vacca, NIDC volunteers, local community leaders and families, watched this year’s animated 
comedy ‘Home’ starring Jim Parsons, Rihanna, Jennifer Lopez and Steve Martin.

VACCA, NIDC HOST OUTDOOR MOVIE NITE

(l-r) Greta Howley, Carly Brandon and Grayson Howley each enjoy their pizza during ‘Movies 
Under the Stars’. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

(Above) J.P. Morgan Chase executives, NYJTL staff, members of USTA and the children at the 
Cary Leeds Center in Crotona Park.                   Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

New York Junior Tennis & Learning and JP Morgan Chase brought together 150 student ath-
letes from across the city on Thursday, August 13 for a clinic at the Cary Leed Tennis center 
that culminated with Chase presenting the nonprofi t with $10,000 to support NYJTL’s free 
tennis programs for youngsters.

CHASE DONATES TO TENNIS INSTRUCTION

Hundreds of Police Athletic League Playstreets children celebrated the end of summer at 
Friday, August 14’s Bronx Borough Celebration Day at Gleason Watson Playground. They 
participated in various activities including Double-Dutch, tug-of-war competition, carnival 
games, Nok Hockey, infl atable obstacle courses, jumbo-sized board games, face painting 
and basketball.

PAL BRONX BOROUGH CELEBRATION

Aroa Aborni plays a fun game of Nok Hockey during Friday’s celebration. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Christian Sanabria, Isabella Sanabria, Diana Sanabria, Justin Read and Julian Garcia enjoy a 
game of volleyball during the block party. Photo by Miriam Quin

On Saturday, August 15, a block party was held on Hone Avenue between Arnow Avenue and 
Boston Road. Those in attendance, which included local community residents, either took 
part in a pick-up volleyball game or watched from the sideline.

BLOCK PARTY HELD ON HONE AVENUE

On Wednesday, August 5, the American Can-
cer Society held the Making Strides Against 
Breast Cancer Offi cial Kickoff Breakfast at 
Villa Barone Manor. The breakfast was held 
to raise awareness and funds to end breast 
cancer. At the event, it was announced that 
this year’s Breast Cancer Walk will take place 
at Orchard Beach on Sunday, October 18 at 
10  a.m.

MAKING STRIDES
BREAKFAST HELD

(l-r) Police offi cer Nadine Lebron, captain Ernest Moreles III, police offi cer Maggie Pou, po-
lice offi cer Simmone Woodson, police offi cer Francisco Rivera, police administrative aide 
Sherrel Jones and police offi cer Belinda Bovel were present to show their support to their 
friends and family members who suffered with breast cancer. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Ashley Engelman was the MC and presenter 
at the event. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Saturday, Aug. 22nd  9:00-2:00pm
Tuesday, August 25th  4:00-7:00pm

NOW REGISTERING FOR OUR FALL CLASSES

#1 Studio For The Past 35 Years!
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPIONS!

www.fancyfeet.com

Unionport Road
1306 Unionport RD

Castle Hill
Parkchester Area

347-691-3443

Crosby Avenue
1628 Crosby Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461
718-824-1981

Allerton Avenue
1295 Allerton Avenue

Bronx, NY 10469
718-405-5136
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(Above, l-r) Lenny Caro, CEO and president of Bronx Chamber of Commerce, Janet ‘Sonny’ 
Lee Marie, Tasty Lady and Bronx actress, and Marques Payne, director of membership of 
Bronx Chamber of Commerce, celebrate the new restaurant at the ribbon-cutting ceremony
 Photo courtesy of NY Tasty Ladies

Travesias hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony at its newly opened restaurant at 3834 E.  
Tremont Avenue, on Tuesday, August 4.The ribbon-cutting was attended by members of the 
Bronx Chamber of Commerce and the Tasty Ladies of NY, among others. 

TRAVESIAS RIBBON-CUTTING EVENT

(l-r) Marques Payne, director of membership of Bronx Chamber, Dario Morillo, chef, Brian 
Martinez, owner, and Lenny Caro, CEO and president of Bronx Chamber, celebrate the new 
restaurant at the ribbon-cutting ceremony. Photo courtesy of NY Tasty Ladies

Residents of Wilcox Avenue turned out for the block party. Photo by Laura Stone

Residents of Wilcox Avenue hosted a summer block party on Saturday, August 15. The af-
ternoon featured food and fun, and Senator Jeff Klein stopped by to say hello to the resi-
dents.

ANNUAL BLOCK PARTY ON WILCOX AVE.

(L to r:) Damien Erlichman, event organizer Deborah Castore, Senator Jeff Klein and Elise 
Erlichman. Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Jaiden Sepulveda, Dylan Castore, Michael D’Angelo and Lianna D’Angelo rode their bikes 
at the block party. Photo by Laura Stone
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Home Of The

5 Time Grand National Champions!!!

Subscribe To Our                    Channel: Dream Makers Performing Arts. 

PERFORMING ARTS

BRINGING BROADWAY TO THE BRONX

Her students can be seen on Broadway in Kinky Boots, The 
Illusionists , Norwegian cruise lines, commercials , and more.
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St. Raymond Elementary 
School will present Jazz at St. 
Ray’s, its fi rst-ever jazz concert, 
featuring Mark Morganelli & 
The Jazz Forum All-Stars, on 
Saturday, September 12 from 7 
to 9 p.m. in the school’s audito-
rium. 

The quartet will perform 
jazz and Brazilian jazz. In ad-
dition to Morganelli on trum-
pet and fl ugelhorn, the Jazz 
Forum All-Stars includes Paul 
Meyers on guitar, Nilson Matta 
on bass, and Tony Jefferson on 
drums and vocals. 

Tickets are $25 per person 

Jazz at St. Raymond Elementary School Sept. 12th
and can be purchased online at 
www.nycharities.org/events/
EventLevels.aspx?ETID=8366 
or by calling (718) 792-4044. 

For additional information, 
call (718) 597-3232, extension 
2232.  Proceeds from Jazz at St. 
Ray’s will benefi t St. Raymond 
Elementary School.

Morganelli, a well-known 
presence on the Westchester 
jazz scene, is the founder and 
executive director of Jazz Fo-
rum Arts, a not-for-profi t arts 
presenting organization in 
Tarrytown, New York, which 
is celebrating its 30th anniver-

sary this year. In addition to 
producing more than 60 CDs, 
Morganelli has also produced 
and/or performed in numer-
ous jazz festivals and concerts 
in the U.S. and abroad. He also 
produced the Dizzy Gillespie  
75th birthday concert at Carn-
egie Hall and a concert series 
at Jazz at Lincoln Center, and 
co-produced the “Jazz Beats 
Breast Cancer” concert at Av-
ery Fisher Hall. Later this year, 
Morganelli will be opening the 
new Jazz Forum performance 
space in Tarrytown. 

For additional information 

about Jazz Forum Arts, visit 
www.jazzforumarts.org or fi nd 
them on Facebook.

“We are very excited to wel-
come Mark Morganelli & The 
Jazz Forum All-Stars to St. 
Raymond’s,” says Advance-
ment director Elaine Nole. “As 
a diverse school with students 
of African, Latino and Euro-
pean heritage, St. Raymond’s 
is the ideal venue for a concert 
of jazz and Brazilian jazz. We 
hope that Jazz at St. Ray’s will 
become an annual event and in-
vite you to join us for this spe-
cial musical evening.”

Located at 2380 East Trem-
ont Avenue, St. Raymond El-
ementary School, the parish 
school of St. Raymond Church 
— the “Mother Church of the 
Bronx” — offers full-day aca-
demic programs for Pre-K3 
through Grade 8, advanced 
level math and science, an Ital-
ian language program, sports, 
a fi tness center and a broad ar-
ray of extracurricular activi-
ties. 

For more information about 
the school, visit www.stray-
mondelementary.org or call 
(718) 597-3232.

BronxWorks is once again 
an Offi cial Charity Partner of 
the 2015 TCS New York City 
Marathon.  The race will take 
place on Sunday, November 1, 
2015. 

“The TCS New York City 
Marathon provides a power-
ful platform for our passion-
ate runners to fundraise and 
raise awareness for Bronx-
Works, an organization close 
to their hearts,” said Eileen 
Torres, BronxWorks executive 
director. “We are looking for-
ward to supporting the Bronx-
Works runners throughout 
their memorable journeys as 
they train for, and ultimately 

BronxWorks is charity partner of marathon
achieve their goal of complet-
ing this race, all while raising 
critical funds which benefi t the 
BronxWorks mission to help in-
dividuals and families improve 
their economic and social well-
being.”

The BronxWorks Team con-
tinues to actively recruit run-
ners who would like to join 
their efforts and participate 
with a Charity Partner and be 
a part of the TCS New York City 
Marathon.   Over the past few 
years, the BronxWorks team 
has included community mem-
bers, employees, family and 
friends of staff  as well as many 
new to BronxWorks who are 

moved by the organization’s ef-
forts  to feed, shelter, teach and 
support of 40,000 Bronx resi-
dents each year.  

“We warmly welcome 
BronxWorks  as an offi cial 
charity partner for the 2015 
TCS New York City Mara-
thon,” said Michael Rodgers, 
vice president of Development 
and Philanthropy for New York 
Road Runners. “All of our par-
ticipants are inspired to run for 
reasons signifi cant and special 
to them, and we are especially 
appreciative of those who make 
a meaningful commitment to 
run on behalf of one of our offi -
cial charity partners. We wish 

the best to all of these runners 
as they begin to plan and pre-
pare for an experience of a life-
time at the 2015 TCS New York 
City Marathon.”

The 2015 TCS New York 
City Marathon will feature a 
talented American and inter-
national professional athlete 
fi eld, charity runners, and 
thousands of runners of all 
ages and abilities. More than 
10,000 volunteers help to sup-
port participants across the 
26.2-mile race route, which 
touches each of New York City’s 
fi ve boroughs, and is lined with 
more than one million neigh-
bors and guests. Last year, 

NYRR celebrated each of the 
50,530 runners who crossed the 
fi nish line and made the 2014 
TCS New York City Marathon 
the largest in the world, includ-
ing the one-millionth fi nisher 
ever in the history of the event. 
Participants hailed from more 
than 130 countries and each 
of the 50 states.  The 2015 TCS 
New York City Marathon will 
again air live locally on ABC7 
and nationally on ESPN2.

To learn more about  join-
ing Team BronxWorks contact 
Gianna Dell’Olio, Director of 
Advancement and Communi-
cations at (646) 393-4007.

GENE DEFRANCIS
We are proud to announce 

that on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 2 AIM will be hosting The 
Back To School Allerton Clean 
Up. Teaming up with the Bronx 
Chamber and the Allerton Ho-
meowners and Tenant Associ-
ation. We will all be treated to 
breakfast at 10 a.m. and then 
roll up our sleeves to clean our 
home. The more volunteers the 
more we can accomplish.

Kids who come to volunteer 
will receive a Book Bag with 
school supplies to start the new 
school year.

We will meet at 10 a.m. at 
The Sanz located at 815 Allerton 
Avenue.  Please RSVP at Aller-
tonMerchants@gmail.com so 
we can ensure we do not waste 
food and have enough supplies, 
food, and back to school gear.  
Also in your RSVP, please note 
if you have a green thumb or a 
painters wrist.

Also, the Cruger Avenue 
Block party will be held on 
Saturday, August 22 and the 
Barnes Avenue Block party 
will be held on Saturday, Sep-

tember 12.
Concrete began to be poured 

for the Allerton bump outs and 
the southeast corner is near 
complete. The traffi c pattern 
that we should expect from 
now on is in effect. We have had 
little problem with congestion. 
In fact, as predicted, it argu-
ably cleaned it up a bit. But we 
will stay vigilant to ensure it 
remains this way and does not 
create unnecessary stress to 
residents.  We did receive com-
plaints that the bus stop loca-
tion had been inconsistent. We 
hear that it has been corrected 
recently.

We look forward to this 
big project fi nally ending and 
ready for the next one, the re-
paving of Allerton Avenue cor-
ridor which will include the 
repainting of our crosswalks 
at street lights.  You may have 
noticed Eastchester Road and 
east Allerton Avenue  have al-
ready been repaved.

This week our own Lady 
Pamela and her FLAWLESS 
young ladies hosted a tea party 
for our community. Pamela Da-

mon (manager of The Sanz and 
Margie’s Bridal) mentors ado-
lescent females, teaching them 
confi dence, etiquette, and self 
respect. With leaders like Pa-
mela our future is bright. And 
her young protégés were the 
stars this week as the commu-
nity was treated to an empow-
ering event fi lled with light en-
tertainment and snacks.

If you would like more infor-
mation about the FLAWLESS 
program stop into 815 Allerton 
Avenue (The Sanz) and ask for 
Lady Pamela.

Hello And Goodbye:

Palombo bakery has left the 
corridor. They have opened a 
new location near Yankee Sta-
dium and consolidated their re-
sources.

We have noticed many of 
our merchants feeling the com-
munity spirit and remodeling 

or simply cleaning up their 
shop.

We have a new restaurant 
coming to Bronxwood Avenue 
serving Halal food. Along with 
a Halal meat market.

Mavis Construction has be-
gun and Alba Realty is ready to 
relocate to Colden Avenue and 
continue to provide the same 
great service.

Also A+ Computers has 
moved into the old Paradise 
Clothing store. They are a com-
munity-friendly establishment 
and well worth the stop in to 
say hello and fi nd out what they 
offer.

On a side note I have re-
ceived a few requests that Aller-
ton needs a Fish Market. Aller-
ton has a fi sh market and it’s a 
fantastic one. I personally shop 
their often so please tell your 
neighbors. The Allerton Fish 
Market is located between Cru-
ger Avenue and White Plains 
Road. It offers great quality and 
they are extremely community 
friendly. They have been in the 
area for about two years now 
and we absolutely love having 

them here. So stop in and check 
them out.

Remember if you shop lo-
cally you empower your com-
munity.

Email us AllertonMer-
chants@gmail.com for any 
questions or concerns big or 
small.

Believe it or not our holi-
day light collection is fast 
approaching. I’m not rush-
ing it and hope the summer 
stretches out a bit longer,but 
we have been touched by so 
many residents asking how 
they could chip in. Send a 
check or money order to Aller-
ton International Merchants, 
PO Box 98, Bronx, NY 10465. 
No cash please.

Also ‘Like’ our new Face-
book page, Allerton Interna-
tional Merchants. On our page 
you will be kept up to date on 
local events and issues. And 
soon you will fi nd exclusive 
discounts for Allerton shops on 
our page.

     Our next meeting is sched-
uled for September 2 at 7:30 p.m 
at The Sanz. 
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AUGUST EXTRAVAGANZA!

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Injections

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST LASER TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

LAZER HAIR 
“REMOVAL” 

EXTRAVAGANZA
Call us for our 

summer specials!
TRADE THE RAZOR FOR THE LAZER!

Free consultation. Limited time offer.

GIFT
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal    

Botox  

Fillers 

 Skin Tightening 

Sclerotherapy

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

BEFORE

AFTER

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert Graziosa 
has been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led many 
patients to live 
more happy and 
healthy lives.

B
E
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R

E
A
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R

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

3611A East Tremont Ave. 
Bronx, NY

347-281-5576

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start hCG  
Weight Loss Program

LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 
20–40 lb. LIGHTER

LOSE  
½–2 lb. PER DAY
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TOM ALLON

Don’t tell Uber you can’t fi ght City Hall

Lenore reminds us of the smells of summer

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

S
ummer in New York is 

nothing if not pungent. 

So pungent that there 

are certain smells that con-

jure up a New York August 

the way the smell of crayons 

whisks you right back to fi rst 

grade. 

“I used to work in Flat-

bush and in the sum-

mer the fi sh store kept its 

door open,” recalls Megan 

Perlleshi, a mom of two who 

has since moved to Long Is-

land. Every time she neared 

the shop she would literally 

sprint out into the street un-

til she was past the miasma. 

The aroma? “Fish and gar-

bage.” 

It is a city summer combo 

others remarked upon, too.

For marketing consultant 

Amanda Hass, it is the smell 

of dying fl owers that she as-

sociates with the Upper East 

Side in August. 

“Most residents are gone 

to their summer places,” 

Hass says. So the bodega 

fl owers wilt right along with 

the rest of us, giving off a 

sad scent. By contrast, Hass 

added, the open windows 

to hot laundry rooms give 

the air a fresh Clorox smell 

that makes up for the funereal 

fl ora. 

Rain in the city summer also 

has a special smell. 

“Warm rain on hot asphalt 

in Brooklyn is a memory I’ve 

carried with me my whole life,” 

says media strategist Liz Po-

lay-Wettengel, who now lives 

in Massachusetts. 

Business editor Patrick 

Rizzo, still here in Gotham, is 

specifi c in the type of rain that 

brings him back: the sudden 

sun shower. 

And then there are all the 

foods smells on steroids the 

minute the mercury hits 90. 

Walk by a greengrocer and the 

peaches are positively seduc-

tive. They make you want to 

eat healthy.
There are also the smells 

that make you want to eat 

charred meat — lots of it, im-

mediately, even if you are a 

vegan with a history of heart 

issues. 

“Walking through the park 

on the West Side Highway in 

that huge multi-racial area of 

picnics, smelling delicious bar-

becue from all of the world…” 

That smell sends transit worker 

Mike Ecker into a tizzy.

The sticky sweet smell of 

candied nuts does it for Tatum 

Barrows, a high-school grad 

from Long Island working in 

the city for the summer. For 

Martin Kleinman, author of The 

Home Front, it’s “the wild scal-

lions that grew along the fence 

to the V.A. Hospital in Kings-

bridge.” 

He’s right — neighborhoods 

have their own smells. 

“The smell of anisette toast 

wafting from the Stella D’Oro 

Bakery as you whiz through 

Riverdale on the Major Dee-

gan Expressway” remains a 

local scent memory for Stacey 

Gordon and legions of Bronx 

dwellers.

At the other end of the city, 

lifelong New Yorker and clown 

entrepreneur (yup!) Michael 

Fandal recalls growing up in 

Coney Island, seven seconds 

from the beach. 

“Summers included 

ocean air, rich and invigorat-

ing, and the smell of morning 

cold beach sand beneath the 

Boardwalk.” 

There were also Nathan’s 

hot dogs and fries, overfl owing 

litter cans, and stylish women 

in their summer dresses, all 

wafting their particular per-

fumes, which mingled with 

the whiff of coffee whenever 

anyone opened the door of a 

Dunkin’ Donuts, and chlorine 

whenever you walked by a 

public pool.

Cut grass and freshly turned 

dirt send Michael Virgintino 

back to childhood in the Bronx, 

where he helped his dad tend 

their small yard and otherwise 

was constantly playing base-

ball on park fi elds. 

Writer Nancy Mattia claims 

it is car exhaust that brings a 

smile. When she was growing 

up in Bensonhurst, Brook-

lyn, Vito the Ice Cream Man 

would drive down her street 

on summer nights. 

“Because I lived down 

the bock, I would pass the 

back of his truck fi rst with its 

engine running .” Hence the 

association of associates 

exhaust fumes with joy. 

And then there is the city 

scent that stands above — 

or really, below — them all. 

The one you smell without 

even descending the stairs. 

New Yorkers have likened it 

to  “someone getting a perm 

in the sewer under a slaugh-

terhouse,” “the armpit of Sa-

tan” “inside the stomach of 

a sick animal” and perhaps 

most aptly, “a warm metallic 

smell with hints of urine.”

Some day in some far off 

town you may catch a whiff 

of something similar and be 

instantly transported back to 

the New York City Subway 

on a sizzling summer day.

May that memory be 

sweet. 

Or at least tolerable. 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-

note speaker and author and 

founder of the book and blog 

Free-Range Kids.

For more than a decade, 
I have experienced the 
very First World prob-

lem of not being able to fi nd a 
yellow cab at 8 am on the Upper 
West Side of Manhattan or at 4 
pm in Midtown.

In the morning, yellow cabs 
occupied by well-heeled New 
Yorkers pass me by as I fret 
over how I will make it on time 
to my 8:30 breakfast meeting. 
In short, supply never meet de-
mand.

In the afternoon, I stand in 
front of my offi ce building and 
wait … and wait … as hordes of 
cabs whistle by with their “Off 
Duty” light on heading back to 
their base at the end of their 
shift.

I brought up this issue with 
the Taxi and Limousine com-
missioner: Why can’t there be 
more cabs on the street during 
rush hours? Why can’t shifts 
be staggered so that fewer are 
“Off Duty” at a crucial time of 
the day?

Shrugs. “Sorry, there’s 
nothing we can do,” was the 
consistent reply. Frustrated 
and baffl ed, I vowed to leave 

more time for my commute and 
to use public transportation 
during those tough taxi hours.

My bourgeois Manhattan-
centric problem is much worse 
in the city’s other boroughs, 
where yellow cab sightings 
are as rare as two-headed el-
ephants.

And not surprisingly, in 
2015, the once-monopolistic yel-
low cab industry is facing an 
existential threat from the so-
called “sharing economy,” as 
tech behemoths like Uber have 
rapidly and elegantly fi lled the 
breach of this transportation 
problem.

Uber is now in 400 cities 
worldwide, but make no mis-
take, New York is its largest 
and most important market.

That is why it recently 
launched a thermonuclear 
counterattack when Mayor Bill 
de Blasio tried to cap its num-
ber of drivers through a very 
ill-conceived piece of legisla-
tion.

Why would the mayor of the 
largest city in America try to 
limit customer choice and one 
of the biggest job-creating com-

panies in the city?
Well, the offi cial stance 

was that the rapid expansion 
of Uber was causing conges-
tion. Really? In a huge place 
like New York, a few thousand 
cars (which presumably would 
make citizens less likely to 
drive their own vehicle) was go-
ing to jam the already clogged 
transportation arteries of Man-
hattan?

No, actually something 
much more self-serving was 
at play here: the mayor has re-
ceived hundreds of thousands 
of dollars of campaign dona-
tions from the taxi industry. 
Now, it was payback time.

But this attempted power 
play by the city’s chief executive 
hit the buzz saw of lobbying, 
advertising, and good old-fash-
ioned politicking of a multibil-
lion dollar tech company that 
plays to win — and almost 
always does. Uber is here to 
stay — just like the apartment-
rental tech company AirBnB 
— and any elected leader that 
decides to take it on, does so at 
their own risk.

What are the lessons from 

this? First, monopolies — even 
those propped up by the govern-
ment — are exposed to creative 
destruction just like media, 
music, retail, and many other 
industries have learned the 
hard way. Second, technology 
companies like Uber are just 
beginning to recognize their 
political power and this could 
also creatively disrupt politics 
as we know it. 

If you’re the mayor and you 
mess with Uber, you get an 
app that is seen by hundreds 
of thousands of voters that 
blames you for their wait times 
for a car.

But the most important les-

son is that the old-fashioned 
buying of candidates through 
huge campaign donations is 
not a sure bet to ensure success 
for your industry. Just ask the 
taxi medallion owners who are 
now seeing the value of their li-
censed assets plummet. 

And the mayor, who let 
them down because he was 
pummeled by a company that 
wasn’t afraid to fi ght City Hall.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.com.
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TENTS TABLES & CHAIRS JUMPY HOUSES SLIDES POPCORN MACHINE

Amandabear Party Rentals
474 City Island Avenue

City Island, NY 10464
347-326-5567

www.amandabearpartyrentals.com
Email: amandabearpartyr@aol.com

We Also Have:

SNOW CONE MACHINE BARS COTTON CANDY MACHINE PARTY SUPPLIES

Balloons For All Occasions

RECOMMENDED BY CATERERS
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Please Join Us for an 

EVENING OF INTERNATIONAL  
FOOD TASTING AND FUN

on 
Wednesday, September 16, 2015

at the Bronx YMCA 
2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx, NY

From 6:00 to 9:00 pm
Honoring

Ticket Price for Unlimited 
Food & Wine Tasting:  

$100 per person

THE HOWARD & MINERVA MUNCH 
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

David Bilheimer
UNSUNG HERO AWARD 

Brenda Prohaska

FRIEND OF THE Y AWARD 
Mike Florio, Golden Glow Cookies
COMMUNITY SERVICE  
AWARD 
Robert Taylor

RSVP by September 8 to Deborah Adams at  
deadams@ymcanyc.org or 212-912-2490

at the Bronx YMCA

Bon
Appétit!

SPONSORED BY:
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• Music On The Boulevard............................................49

• Jazz At Lincoln Center Orchestra..............................49

• Do You Remember - Early Dirigible..........................50

A pair of lesser adjutant 
storks (Leptoptilos javanicus) 
at the Bronx Zoo have success-
fully hatched two chicks – one 
of which was from an egg pro-
duced by another adult pair. 
The surrogate parents are car-
ing for both chicks as if they 
were their own.

 In late May, Ornithology 
Department staff observed an 
abandoned egg left by a pair of 
adult storks that were inexperi-
enced parents. A keeper moved 
the egg to an incubator where 
it was carefully monitored and 
determined to be fertile. 

 When hatching was immi-
nent, the egg was marked for 
identifi cation purposes and 
moved to a nest belonging to 
an experienced pair of storks 
already nesting. The female ac-
cepted the egg and completed 
incubating it alongside her 
own. The fostered egg hatched 

on June 27 followed by the 
hatching of the pair’s own egg 
on August 5. Both chicks have 
been accepted by the adults, 
and despite the size difference 
both are thriving.

 “The successful hatch-
ing and rearing is a testament 
to well developed husbandry 
techniques developed as part of 
the Bronx Zoo’s long-standing 
stork breeding program, said 
Jim Breheny, WCS executive 
vice president and Bronx Zoo 
director. “Working so closely 
with these birds at the Bronx 
Zoo gives us the opportunity 
to study and understand their 
behavior and reproductive bi-
ology.  The information, knowl-
edge and experience we gather 
here in NY is invaluable to the 
conservation of the species in 
the wild.” 

WCS has a long history 
breeding lesser adjutant storks 

and the Bronx Zoo is one of only 
three zoos in North America to 
work with the species.  Informa-
tion learned about the growth 
and development of these birds 
has been shared with WCS re-
searchers in Cambodia and 
helps inform their work with 
birds in the wild. Data on phys-
ical characteristics, growth 
rate and other important devel-
opmental traits help conserva-
tionists determine the ages of 
wild birds during census and 
monitoring.

 Lesser adjutant storks are 
one of 19 stork species in the 
world. As adults, they stand be-
tween 43 and 48 inches tall and 
have a wingspan of nearly 7 feet. 
Their name, adjutant, is due to 
their military-looking posture 
and strut.  Lesser adjutants can 
be found in mangroves, mud-
fl ats, coastal swamps, marshes, 
fl ooded grassland, lakes and 

paddy fi elds. Their numbers 
have declined greatly through-
out their range, mainly due to 
habitat destruction. WCS has 

Bronx Zoo storks foster abandoned eggs

worked to protect lesser adju-
tant storks in Nepal and has an 
active conservation program 
in Cambodia. 

Lesser adjutantstorks and chicks.                             Photo by Julie Larsen Maher 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

The Southern Bolevard BID, in 
conjunction with Marketing & Adver-
tising Solutions Inc.  & Casita Maria-
Center of Arts & Education, present: 
Music on the Boulevard on Saturday 
August 22 from noon to 6 p.m.. This 
concert will be hosted by Yamilet Mia 
and Artie Rodriguez from Artie and 
Legit and will take place on Southern 
boulevard between E. 163rd Street and 
Westchester Avemue. 

Music on the boulevard will be a 
musically diverse concert fi lled with 
live performances. Various talents 
include but are not limited to: Bom-
baYo—a Puerto Rican tradition where 
singing, dancing and drumming come 
together, Matt the Violinist, Univer-
sal Museum of Hip-Hop Legends:  Stik 
E & the Hoods, B Boy Hectic ft. The 
Bliss Dancers & T Ski Valley, former 
freestyle artist Joey Kidd and more! 
Children will have a designated zone 
dedicated to fun activities for them to 
partake in. Such as, the unlimited use 
of three bounce houses, cotton candy, 
face painting and so forth. Complimen-
tary giveaways of back-to-school mate-
rials for all children! 

Music on the Boulevard is made 
possible through our sponsors: T Mo-
bile, Metro Optics, Urban Health Plan, 
Health plus-Amerigroup, Healthfi rst, 
BX Sports, Casita Maria-Center of Arts 
& Education, H&R Block, MAS, Inc, 
Southern Boulevard BID, WWE, Duane 
Reade, and Affi nity Health Plan. 

Medina Sadiq, the executive direc-
tor of the Southern Blvd BID quotes: 
“The BID loves sponsoring these Salsa 
concerts, festivals, and sidewalk sales 
because they provide a forum for local 
residents to enjoy themselves in a cul-
turally expressive way as well as pro-
moting the local merchants.”

* * *

On Friday, September 4, from 5:30 
to 8:30 p.m., Irish singer/songwriter 
Mary Courtney brings her musical 
talent back to Bartow-Pell Mansion 

Museum.
Courtney’s performances offer 

an engaging mix of traditional Irish 
music with a progressive social con-
science born of a political education 
in the United States. Having grown 
up in a musical family in the parish of 
Castlegregory, near the sea in County 
Kerry, her bodhrán (Irish hand-held 
drum) playing adds yet another di-
mension. Courtney uses her music to 
educate her audiences about Irish cul-
ture and the struggles of the Irish peo-
ple. From rock ‘n’ roll to the ethereal 
strains of some ancient Celtic bard, 
this remarkable singer and guitarist’s 
musical range is vast and unforgetta-
ble.

In October, Bartow-Pell’s collabo-
ration with the Bronx Music Heritage 
Center, now in its third year, continues 
on Friday, October 2nd with the multi-
cultural jazz sound of Eugene Marlow’s 
Heritage Ensemble. The Ensemble per-
forms arrangements and original com-
positions in various jazz, Afro-Carib-
bean, Brazilian, and classical styles.

Bartow-Pell’s First Friday pro-
grams takes place at the museum the 
fi rst Friday of every month, 5:30 to 8:30, 
April through December. Visitors can 
enjoy the music, explore the museum, 
stroll the garden, and savor light re-
freshments. The Bronx trolley makes 
a continuous loop from the #6 Pelham 
Bay Park subway station to BPMM to 
City Island starting at 5:25 p.m. Reg-
istration requested at (718) 885-1461 or 
via email at info@bpmm.org. Cost $10 
adults, $8 seniors and students; mem-
bers free.

* * *

On Sunday, August 23, at 4:30 p.m., 
Armenian-American cellist Ani Ka-
layjian and French violinist Chloé 
Kiffer will perform romantic ethnic 
and folk music from Armenia to Hun-
gary at Bartow-Pell Mansion Mu-

seum. The one-hour, intermission-free 
concert in a magical setting on a late 
summer afternoon will appeal to both 
chamber music afi cionados as well as 
those new to classical music.

 Hailed by the Los Angeles Times 
as “representing the young, up-and-
coming generation,” and as a “superb 
cellist with a large, expressive, sing-
ing tone, passionate musicianship, and 
magnifi cent playing” by the Journal 
Tribune, Grand Prize Winner of the In-
ternational Chamber Music Competi-
tion of New England Ani Kalayjian has 
performed around the world, both as a 
soloist and chamber musician. Recog-
nized for her innovative programs and 
passionate about reaching a wide au-
dience, Kalayjian has performed from 
concert halls to hospitals, among other 
venues.

 French violinist Chloé Kiffer was 
born to a family of musicians and 
started playing the violin at the age of 
six. After coming to the United States to 
continue her studies, she won the 2013 
Eisenberg-Fried Concerto Competi-
tion at the Manhattan School of Music, 
where she performed Stravinsky’s Vio-
lin Concerto in D at the school’s open-
ing concert. Kiffer has performed as a 
chamber musician and orchestral solo-
ist in concerts and festivals through-
out Europe, as well as in Israel, China, 
Canada, and the United States. She has 
been a top prizewinner in competitions 
around the world.

Tickets are $20 and may be pur-
chased online in advance at www.
bpmm.org or at the door. Registration 
is requested by calling 718-885-1461 or 
via email at info@bpmm.org. Concert-
goers save 20% on dinner at Pelham’s 
Bistro Rollin www.bistrorollin.com. 
Mention the concert when you make 
your reservation to receive a discount 
off a delicious meal at one of the top ten 
best overall restaurants in Westchester 
and the Hudson Valley as recently 
voted by Opentable diners.    

* * *

Reaching out into the boroughs, 
Jazz at Lincoln Center’s 2015-16 sea-
son opens in the Bronx on September 
12,, 8 p.m. at Lehman Center for the 

Performing Arts with the debut of 

new compositions and arrangements 
by Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra 
bassist Carlos Henriquez. The Bronx-
born, Nuyorican veteran bassist of 
the orchestra returns home to honor 
his musical roots, joined by the Jazz 
at Lincoln Center Orchestra with 
Wynton Marsalis. The orchestra will 
also be joined by special guests per-
cussionists Bobby Allende and Marc 
Quiñones. 

One of the fi rst truly bilingual mu-
sicians, equally virtuosic with the lan-
guage of jazz and the Afro-Latin tradi-
tion, Henriquez is a force to be reckoned 
with. By age 14, he was performing at 
People’s Park, across the street from his 
high school, with Latin jazz greats like 
Tito Puente, Eddie Palmieri, and Celia 
Cruz, and as a member of the fi rst ever 
top-placing Essentially Ellington High 
School Jazz Band Festival and Compe-
tition band. Henriquez’ roots with Jazz 
at Lincoln Center run deep, and to kick 
off the new season, he brings Marsalis 
and the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orches-
tra back to the Bronx for this very spe-
cial one-night-only performance at Le-
hman Center. 

Henriquez presents music that 
shows the breadth of his technical and 
stylistic dexterity, where his composi-
tions and most notable arrangements 
will be front and center. A musical di-
rector for countless performances, in-
cluding the orchestra’s historic trip to 

Cuba in 2010, three nights of sold-out 
concerts with salsa giant Rubén Blades 
in November 2014, and critically ac-
claimed concerts celebrating the mu-
sic of Puente and Machito in June 2015, 
Henriquez is a truly homegrown tal-
ent, both of the Bronx and of Jazz at 
Lincoln Center. 

Themed ‘Jazz and American Song’, 
Jazz at Lincoln Center’s 28th season 
celebrates the music of the stage and 
silver screen and uplifts jazz’s emerg-
ing voices through an impressive ar-
ray of more than 80 concerts and pro-
grams, anchored by the exceptional 
Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra with 
Wynton Marsalis. Tickets are now on 
sale to the general public for “Carlos 
Henriquez: Back in the Bronx” at Le-
hman Center for the Performing Arts, 
250 Bedford Park Boulevars West, on 
September 12, and all single tickets for 
the 2015-16 season. 

Tickets for Jazz at Lincoln Cen-
ter’s 28th season concerts can be pur-
chased through jazz.org 24 hours a 
day or via CenterCharge at (212) 721-
6500, open daily from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Tickets can also be purchased at the 
Jazz at Lincoln Center Box Offi ce, 
located on Broadway at 60th Street, 
ground fl oor. Box Offi ce hours: Mon-
day-Saturday from 10am to 6pm (or 
30 minutes past curtain) and Sunday 
from noon to 6pm (or 30 minutes past 
curtain).

Southern Blvd. BID presents Music on the Boulevard
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Early dirigible was constructed in Morris Park
I was looking through 

Nick DiBrino’s book “The 
History of the Morris Park 
Racecourse and the Morris 
Family”  when I came across 
this photograph of the Rice-
Riggs Airship, “The Ameri-
can Eagle.”  Joel Rice had 
been working with airships 
for years and by 1901 al-
ready had two patents in his 
name. 

 Joel Troutt Rice and John 
A. Riggs formed the Hot 
Springs Airship Company 
in Arkansas on February 
24, 1908. Rice’s first dirigible 
was dubbed “The Arkansas 
Traveler” and had a single 
engine and steel frame to 
support its frame which was 
in excess of 50 feet in length.  
Steering was achieved via 
three swiveling propellers.  

It was not very success-
ful, rising only about ten feet 
or so when Riggs suggested 
that they move to Morris 
Park which was already 
well-known for their work 
with experimental aircraft.

 They came to New York 
and took part in the Hudson-
Fulton Celebration which oc-
curred between September 

25th and October 9, 1909.  
The celebration marked 

the 350th anniversary of 
Henry Hudson’s discovery 
of the Hudson River and the 
centenary of  Robert Ful-
ton’s first successful steam 
paddle wheeler. 

The exhibition was titled 
“Flying Machines in the 
Big Garden” and featured 
about 50 exhibits of flying 
machines of every descrip-
tion, some tested and some 
untested.  

“The American Eagle” 

from Riggs and Rice was 
billed as “Seeing New York 
from Above.”  When it as-
cended from Madison Square 
Garden, it carried fourteen 
passengers affording them 
a marvelous view of New  
York City before a propeller 
snagged a rope and it was 
forced to descend.  

 Riggs and Rice developed 
quite a reputation and built 
the largest steel-framed di-
rigible in the world here in 

the Bronx at Morris Park.  
It cost them over $5,000 but, 
unfortunately was destroyed 
in a gale. Joel Rice was the 
mechanical genius that de-
veloped the dirigible while 
John Riggs was the capi-
talist who kept the funding 
coming in.  

When Riggs asked for a 
greater controling interest, 
Rice balked and a law suit 
evolved effectively breaking 
up the partnership.  Riggs 
would later establish a news-
paper which also proved suc-
cessful.  

 Mentioning John A. 
Riggs (1867-1936) by the way, 
reminds me that he was a pi-
oneer in woman’s suffrage. 

He was, in fact, called 
the father of women’s suf-
frage in Arkansas.  He was 
successful in almost every 
undertaking from ranching 
to patent medicine and poli-
tics.  He served in the Ar-
kansas House of Representa-
tives and in 1917 introduced 
the bill granting women the 
right to vote which in turn 
led to that state’s ratification 
of the Nineteenth Amend-
ment to the Constitution. 

The Rice Riggs Airship, the Amerian Eagle, built at Morris Park in the old shelds. This was the biggest airship 
at the time to be built in America. John A. Riggs and Joel T. Rice, both from Hot Springs, Arkansas, came to 
Morris Park because of the talent that was assembled. The airship was 105 feet in length and weighed 1,040 
lbs. (1909).

REPRINTED FROM 8/23/2012
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Eastwell Automotive
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A company that 
develops simula- 
tion software, NAICS code 511210, is  
interested in applying to the START-UP  
NY program at SUNY Maritime Col- 
lege’s Tax Fee NY area located at 6  
Pennyfield Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465.   
Contact Mary Muecke 718-409-7444/  
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Shalom Jewish
Funeral Home, Inc.

“The Bronx Jewish Community Memorial Chapel”

(718) 828-1700
Keeping Tradition Under Rabbinical Supervision

Community health centers 
now serve over 24 million peo-
ple (or one in 14 Americans) as 
the largest and most success-
ful system of primary health-
care and, of those, Union Com-
munity Health Center (UCHC) 
serves close to 40,000. In keep-

National Health Center Week at Union Community
ing with National Health Cen-
ter Week’s (NHCW) theme 
this year, “Celebrating Our 
Legacy, Shaping Our Future,” 
UCHC seized a natural oppor-
tunity to develop the summer 
youth as the next generation of 
healthcare advocates, educate 
patients and the community, 
and promote UCHC clinical 
services. 

“As providers, policy mak-
ers and trusted safety-nets in 
the Bronx, we have a tremen-
dous responsibility to increase 
access to quality healthcare by 
spanning our presence across 
a wider demographic within 
our catchment areas,” said 
Union Community Health 
Center CEO Dr. Douglas York.  
“The fact that we can also use 
NHCW as an opportunity to 
serve as role models and in-
fl uence the next generation 

healthcare advocates speaks 
to our mission and vision in its 
truest form.  This observance 
bridges the gap between those 
who rely on UCHC as a major 
health resource and those who 
are not yet aware of all the ser-
vices that UCHC offers.”

UCHC engaged the Teen 
Health Center summer youth 
by presenting various commu-
nity service projects includ-
ing the recent launch of our 
SSB Free Zone initiative and 
preparation for NHCW activi-
ties recognizing the evolution 
of community health centers.

“This is my community 
and I’ve always wanted to give 
back in some way,” said Aoua 
Dukure, a summer youth at 
the Teen Health Center. “Vol-
unteering at the Teen Health 
Center and UCHC has taught 
me that community health 

centers offer so many differ-
ent services and resources. 
I’m happy that I played a part 
in a larger vision that aims to 
better the community I love.”

“Celebrating National 
Community Health Center 
week with UCHC is a testi-
mony to our belief of empow-
ering our Bronx youth with 
hands on, life applicable mo-
ments to make them realize 
they are our next generation 
health advocates,” said Caro-
line Davis, Director of Teen 
Services at the Teen Health 
Center.  

UCHC partnered with Unit-
edHealthCare to celebrate 
NHCW by hosting health fairs 
throughout the Bronx at vari-
ous sites where UCHC pro-
vided dental screenings, blood 
pressure screenings, healthy 
beverage stands, health In-

formation, face painting and 
raffl es.

For more information or 
to make an appointment, call 
(718) 220-2020 or follow UCHC 
on twitter @UCHC_Bronx.

Blood pressure screening at UCHC.

UCHC health fair participants.

Assemblyman Michael R. 
Benedetto, in conjunction with 
Project Renewal, formerly op-
erating as Women’s Outreach 
Network, will be sponsoring 
a free Mobile Mammography 

Screening Van which will be 
parked in front of Assembly-
man Benedetto’s offi ce located 
at 3602 E. Tremont Avenue, on 
Saturday, August 29, begin-
ning at 9 a.m. until noon.

This program is for women 
40 years of age and older who 
have not had a mammogram 
in the past year.  

All insurance plans are ac-
cepted; however, if you do not 

have insurance, you can still 
sign up for the program.

An appointment is neces-
sary.  Call 1-800-564-6868

This program is funded by 
Bronx Cancer Services Pro-

gram Partnership.  Screening 
coordination and Outreach/
In-reach funded by the Komen 
Greater NYC 2008 Community 
Breast Health Grant.

Benedetto schedules mammography van visit

September is National Prepared-
ness Month, an annual awareness event 
sponsored by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) (http://
www.ready.gov/September).

Owners of SERVPRO® franchises 
in the Bronx area say this is a great 
time for business owners to review 
their emergency preparedness and 
business continuity plans. SERVPRO 
points to startling statistics like this 
one to emphasize the importance of ad-
vance planning: according to FEMA, 
as many as 40 percent of businesses 
never reopen following a major fl ood 
disaster.*

“Business owners who think they 
are prepared for an emergency be-

cause exits are clearly marked and fi re 
or fl ood drills are parts of the regular 
routine really need to take another look 
at their preparations,” said Sue Steen, 
Servpro Industries, Inc. chief executive 
offi cer. “A comprehensive emergency 
plan also contains critical information 
about the location of shut-off valves, 
fi re suppression system controls, emer-
gency contact numbers and more—
information that can save emergency 
responders precious time and help con-
tain damage and minimize injury.”

Because SERVPRO knows the time 
to create a disaster readiness plan is 
before you need it, they have developed 
the SERVPRO® Emergency READY 
Program (https://ready.servpro.com/
home/mobileapp) to help business 
owners create an Emergency READY 
Profi le® (ERP) for their facility, at no 
charge.

The business owner works with 
SERVPRO® to gather and document 
information that will become critical if 
a disaster strikes. Once the ERP is cre-
ated, business owners have access to 
their information 24/7 online and by us-
ing SERVPRO’s free smartphone app.

“For a business to survive and 
thrive, it needs to get back to business 
as soon as possible after a disaster 
strikes,” said Steen. “With an ERP in 
place, SERVPRO’s Disaster Response 

teams can immediately assess the situ-
ation and take the fi rst critical steps to 
protect employees from harm and prop-
erty from further damage, setting the 
business on the road to recovery.”

SERVPRO® professionals special-
ize in disaster restoration, cleanup and 
repair services, helping to remediate 
damage, making it “Like it never even 
happened,” for both commercial and 
residential customers. 

For more information on the 
SERVPRO® Emergency READY Pro-

gram, visit https://ready.servpro.com/
home/mobileapp. 

For more information on SERVPRO® 
in the Bronx area, contact one of the lo-
cal business owners below.

* For SERVPRO of Babylon/Deer 
Park, contact Robert Lucchesse who 
can be reached at (631) 661-3802 or 
servprobabylon@optonline.net

* For SERVPRO of Upper East Side, 
contact Thomas Fox who can be reached 
at (917) 924-2260  or offi ce@servproup-
pereastside.com

September is National Preparedness Month

For a business to 
survive and thrive, it 
needs to get back to 
business as soon as 

possible after a disaster 
strikes.
Sue Steen
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Action
Association

(Left) Mackenzie is a year and a half-old Bull Terrier looking for a permanent home. She is sweet and 
loves to go for walks. Mackenzie would do best as the only pet in the household.

(Right): Ralphie is a sweet eight-year old Spaniel Mix who is looking for his furever family. He loves 
to go for car rides and is most content sitting next to or on someone’s lap. He is low key but fi lled with 
love and affection.

If you are intersted in adopting any of these pets, email newbeginninganimalrescue@gmail.com or 
call 347-691-3282. New Beginning Animal Rescue is located at 2515 Newbold Avenue.

UP FOR ADOPTION

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
Even as the U.S. Coast 

Guard celebrates its 225th 
birthday, it endures the debili-
tating effects of budgetary ne-
glect, with many vessels over 
half a century old.

The Coast Guard, which is 
now a part of the Department 
of Homeland Security, traces 
its history to August 4, 1790, 
when President George Wash-
ington approved  a law autho-
rizing construction of 10 reve-
nue cutters.

The organization’s $8.1 bil-
lion dollar budget is inade-
quate to its worldwide mission, 
which has become far more 
diffi cult as aggressive actions 
by foreign powers strain its 
resources to the limit. Those 
actions range from Russia’s 
militarization of the Arctic 
and countering the increas-
ing amount of cyber attacks 
against the U. S., responsibili-
ties which are in addition to 
the service’s duties to rescue 
those in distress at sea and 
stopping the importation of il-

legal drugs. The Coast Guard 
is the only entity charged with 
both military duties as well as 
civilian law enforcement.

Retired Rear Admiral 
Terry McKnight, writing for 
the United States Naval In-
stitute  has called the Coast 
Guard the ‘Forgotten Fleet.’

“No other service does 
more with less than the Coast 
Guard... For a service that has 
some of the most demanding 
missions to support our na-
tional security, the current de-
partmental funding falls well 
short of the requirement... 
Even though the Coast Guard 
has taken on more require-
ments in the post Sept. 11, 2001 
era the consequences of se-
questration have started to di-
rectly affect some of the basic 
mission requirements. Like 
the Navy, the Coast Guard’s 
fl eet, will see a major reduc-
tion in the next few years and, 
if the trend is allowed to con-
tinue, this could jeopardize 
our national security. If the 
Coast Guard does not see an 

increase in its shipbuilding 
account, the fl eet of high and 
medium endurance cutters 
will suffer a major decrease in 
the next ten years...”

Speaking to the National 
Press Club last week, Coast 
Guard Commandant Admi-
ral Paul Zukunft noted that 
his service played a key role 
in countering the cyber as-
sault on defense personnel. 
He also pointed out that the 
Coast Guard, due its limited 
resources, is only capable of 
responding to 10% of the in-
formation it obtains regard-
ing drug smuggling.

However, it is the extraor-
dinary expansion of Russian 
military activity in the Arc-
tic that poses the greatest 
challenge to the Coast Guard. 

Ukrainian sources detailed 
Moscow’s new and ongoing ac-
tivities in that region:

“Russia has announced it is 
deploying new radar stations 
and fi ghter aircraft on islands 
in the Arctic Ocean as Russia 
increases its presence on the 
frozen continent amid a sim-
mering territorial dispute over 
the energy-rich region. Mos-
cow announced back in 2008 
that it would use the Arctic 
zone as a “strategic resource 
base” for the development of 
Russia in the 21st century. Rus-
sia’s territorial claims encom-
pass an area of roughly 1.2m 
sqkm which Moscow hopes 
would secure the rights to bil-
lions of tons of oil and gas. But 
Denmark, Canada and the US 
all dispute this and also each 
claim huge swathes of the vast 
continent, which is predicted 
to become ice-free in the com-
ing decades.

Ukraine Today  reported in 
July that “The Russian Navy’s 
Northern Fleet has started 
forming a new air force and 

air defence system to protect 
the country’s interests in the 
Arctic.

A major portion of Russia’s 
increased presence is its fl eet 
of icebreakers.  A 2013 study by 
theU.S. Naval Institute  noted 
that Russia had 37 icebreakers, 
plus four under construction. 
The U.S. totals was fi ve, plus 
one under construction.

In his recent address to the 
National Press Club Admiral 
Zukunft stated that while the 
Coast Guard had seven ice 
breakers in 1977 when he en-
tered the service, it currently 
has only two, “and only one 
of them, the 39-year-old Polar 
Star, is a ‘heavy’ breaker ca-
pable of cracking through ice 
that is 21 feet thick. Russia, 
which he said is “militarizing 
the Arctic,” has some 20, with 
more under construction.”

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio 
broadcasts at amfm247.com, 
and visit our website at comac-
tainc.com.

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
The Waterbury LaSalle 

Community Association is in-
viting you to help our heroes.  
Our local AMVETS needs our 
help and we are stepping up but 
we need you to join us.

On Saturday, November 7 
from 1 to 3 p.m. we will be hav-
ing a fund raiser to help our 
heroes at the AMVETS.  Our 
friends at the First Lutheran 
Church of Throggs Neck have 

partnered with us once again 
and the event will be held in 
Bartus Hall at the Lutheran 
Church.

Our community has always 
joined together to help those 
in need and I am asking that 
we stand shoulder to shoulder 
to help our AMVETS.  Every-
one can do something to help.  
Here’s what we need you to do.  
If you are an artist, author, 
musician or jewelry maker we 

need you to participate in the 
event by offering your paint-
ings, books, jewelry and CDs 
to our attendees on Novem-
ber 7.  We ask that you donate 

50% of your profi ts to the AM-
VETS.  This is a great oppor-
tunity to get exposure for your 
art or craft and help a very 
worthy organization.  If you 
belong to an arts organization 
please let them know about 
our event.

If you are a veteran or sol-
dier, we need you to get the 
word out to your organization.  
You can send an e-mail blast, 
announce it at your meetings 
or help us by distributing fl y-
ers to your friends, neighbors 
and local stores.

We decided to have this 
event on November 7 for sev-
eral reasons.  It is the day be-
fore our community Veteran’s 
Day parade and we hope to in-
spire area residents to come out 

to the parade in great numbers 
to support our veteran’s and 
those serving right now.  We 
want to see you at the parade 
and we will be giving out fl ags 
to wave as our heroes pass by 
on November 8 at the parade.

November is the month that 
people usually start Christmas 
shopping.  Maybe we can help 
you cross some names off of 
your list.  There is no better gift 
than something unique and 
handmade from our local arts 
community.  Looking for a gift 
that you know they won’t have?  
You’ll fi nd it at this event!

     If you can help in any way, 
please call me at (718) 792-6385 
and we can discuss the details.  
Remember, together we can do 
great things!

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
Good news, Navy LT Com-

mander Timothy White will 
not be charged for discharg-
ing his fi re arm at terrorist 
nut Mo Abdulazeez. Some one 
smartened up.

Bad news, Rick Perlstein 
claims that the P.O.W. Flag is 
racist and should be discon-
tinued. He is not getting his 
15 minutes of fame in this col-
umn. Find some other venue. 
Idiocy not spoken here. 

Female Vets Spa is still on 
for Saturday, August 22, here 
at the post beginning at noon.

Computer acting up!
Trivia Time!!
The Son of Sam was caught 

on August 10, 1977>

Isaac Singer patented the 
sewing machine on August 12, 
1851. Patent # 8294.

The fi rst Model ‘T’ Ford 
came off the line on August 12, 
1908.

On the same date in 1949, 
the Whitestone Drive-in 
opened.

Cortez conquered the Az-
tecs on August 13, 1521.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, hug a vet and God 
bless.
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Bronx Park East Community Association news
BY RAPHAEL SCHWEIZER 

AND KENNY AGOSTO
I’d like to start this column 

out with heartfelt candor. Sit-
ting here after a tiring, re-
warding day of block beautifi -
cation, I honestly can’t decide 
whether to write a column or 
not. Being in this community 
activism business, it wears on 
the the heart, and sometimes 
the will isn’t there.

But we are all human and 
we all know that the ultimate 
goal in life involves love: To 
love your soulmate, to love 
your son, your daughter, your 
mom or whomever gives you 
lasting fulfi llment. But also, 
another type of love is friend-
ship and respect between peo-
ple who pursue the same goals 
where they live.

Thus that respect has 
sparked me to write this col-
umn.

Being under 30 years old, 
I am not fi t to introduce to 
you someone who has been 
an activist for almost as long 
as I’ve been alive, but I’ll try, 
humbly.

Bronx Park East Commu-
nity Association as you may 
know started out with fi ve 
board members in 2012, then 
expanded to seven at my re-
quest, so we could be more 
inclusive, especially to resi-
dents of the Allerton area. 
One of the new board mem-
bers elected in June of 2014 
was Norma Lopez, a resident 
of Cruger and Mace avenues 
in Allerton.

The fi rst time I met Norma, 
she came up to the front table 
after a B-PECA meeting and 
asked to get involved in our 
beautifi cation activities. She 
fi rst painted mailboxes at a B-
PECA’s Thwaites Place beau-
tifi cation in April of 2013, and 
inevitably she asked that we 
do the same on her block.

To make a long story short, 
there have been ups and 
downs in the time between 
fi rst meeting Norma Lopez 
and now. To once again quote 
the composer Ludwig Van 
Beethoven: “Diffi cult is good. 
Diffi cult is beautiful. Diffi cult 
is closer to the truth.”

Behind all of the positive, 
transformative events that 
Bronx Park East Community 
Association does, there is al-
ways behind-the-scenes diffi -
culty and fl ares of tempers, as 
with many groups. Obviously, 
we all have the same goals in 
mind, that being making our 
community better and more 
enjoyable.

But there are some days 
where you sit in awe of the 

abilities of someone and you 
just have to let it be known.

This past Saturday, Au-
gust 16 Norma and I led a tree 
care clean-up, after weeks of 
Norma reminding me how 
profuse the weeds had become 
on her block’s Pin Oak trees. 
Twenty-four hours after send-
ing out a text message and 
facebook group post, Norma 
and I completely removed the 
weeds and garbage from 17 
trees on her block, with the 
help of over a dozen volun-
teers. Pizza was given to the 
volunteers, as well as commu-
nity service certifi cates.

Then the real magic hap-
pened.

At 6 p.m., Norma had her 
second planning meeting to 
fi nalize the details of her up-
coming block party, which 
takes place this Saturday, Au-
gust 22.

(Sometimes I enjoy writing 
as I think, so forgive this wan-
dering, winding road.)

Even more people crammed 
into Norma’s dining room for 
her 6 p.m. block party meet-
ing than came to the volun-
teer activity, and with good 
reason.

I have never been a father, 
nor do I have much experi-
ence raising a younger sib-
ling. And I think this quality 
is what makes Norma Lopez 
great.

The amount of love and 
motivation and glee that per-
meated this planning meet-
ing was awe-inspiring. End-
less energy, derived from an 
intense passion to do good 
and make the children on her 
block happy, at least one time 
every year: At her annual 
block party. 

I do not show much emo-
tion in-person, but in all hon-
esty my eyes are welling up 
while typing this.

There are many jewels 
who live on each block in Al-
lerton and Pelham Parkway 
and the Bronx. Some discov-
ered, some undiscovered. 
Some who have realized their 
incubated potential, and some 
who haven’t come of age to 
shine yet.

But simply put, despite all 
the fl ares and diffi culties that 
have interspersed the two plus 
years I have known Norma, it 
needs to be said that she is 
one of those diamonds of our 
community. And she is shin-
ing brighter than ever. 

A fervent activist in her 
workplace, a loving mother 
and grandmother, and a moti-
vator. For people who are of a 
special vein of humanity, it is 

said that when they are down 
they are inconsolable, and 
when they up they are uncon-
trollable. Norma’s power to 
bring people together with 
her intense, smiling glee 
makes this ring true, in simi-
larity with my own emotional 
attributes.

Thus, I would like to give 
appreciation where apprecia-
tion is due and type truth to 
paper.

Norma Lopez is one of a 
kind and her ability to do 
great things in anything she 
puts her mind and heart to 
should never be discounted or 
underestimated. The heart of 
Cruger-Mace Block Associa-
tion is beating intensely, and 
it beats with the positive, un-
erring intensity of Norma Lo-
pez.
Annual Cmba Block Party

Thus, I invite you to experi-
ence the magic of Norma and 
her Cruger-Mace Block Asso-
ciation by coming to the 3rd 
Annual Cruger-Mace Interna-
tional/Back-to-School Block 
Party this coming Saturday, 
August 22. Taking place from 
noon to 7 p.m.at the corner 
of Cruger and Mace avenues, 
there will be so many positive 
activities and showcases, all 
with the goal of making kids 
smile, something that brings 
a tear to both mine and Nor-
ma’s eyes. I do not try to over-
sell or over-hype an upcoming 
event, but with the intense 
planning and feeling that has 
gone into this, it promises to 
really be something special. 
Very special. And remember, 
it’s for the children.
Open Mic Freestyle Friday

This Friday, August 21 
from 6 to 10 p.m. join B-PECA 
board members Raphael Sch-
weizer and Kenny Agosto 
as we once again highlight 
and bring together the Art-
ists of the Bronx. After jaw-
dropping performances by 
super-talented artists such 
as keyboardist Ray Cham-
pion, musician Celeste, hip-
hop artists Sean Elliot and 
‘Afro Jedi’ Brent Jones, and 
artwork showcased by Jay-
son Agosto, Alice Elisabeth, 
Brunilda Pichardo and Jack 
C Cruz, you’re invited to see 
the magic happen again this 
week.

Bronx Culture Night was 
awesome, so we’re doing it 
again at Gasolina Lounge, lo-
cated at 2525 Boston Road, by 
Holland Avenue. There is a $5 
cover, which gets you a com-
plimentary drink and dibs 
on karaoke. Ages 18 and over 
only. (Event not sponsored by 

B-PECA)
Bronx Suv Peace March

This Saturday, August 22 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. join Ja-
cobi Hospital’s Bronx Stand 
Up To Violence ‘SUV’ initia-
tive and Senator Jeff Klein to 
take a stand against the vio-
lence that still plagues Bronx 
communities. The march 
heads down White Plains 
Road from East 229th Street 
starting at 9 a.m., and culmi-
nates with an 11 a.m. rally at 
Gun Hill Road.

Then from noon to 3 p.m. 
there will be a Family Day 
with music and games near 
Pelham Parkway Houses, at 
Mazzei Playground by Mace 
Avenue and Williamsbridge 
Road.  Event sponsored by 
Bronx SUV and Senator 
Klein.

In Memoriam

This week in memoriam, 
we remember another group 
of dynamic Bronxites gone 
too soon. We remember blind 
veteran community activ-
ist from the south Bronx and 
crusader for the visually im-
paired, Gregory Bell. Greg  
fought for homeless disabled 
veterans and advocated for 
all people with disabilities. 
Greg was an early pioneer 
in the grandparents rights 
movement. As a family man, 
he made sure he took care of 
his children, including sin-
gle-handily raising his great 
grand son. 

We remember longtime 
Pelham Parkway community 
activist Diane D’Ambrosio. 
Diane served tirelessly for 
many years as a board of elec-
tions coordinator. She was 
a charter member and sec-
retary of the Liberty Demo-
cratic Association. In addi-
tion, Diane also belonged to 
the Pelham Parkway Neigh-
borhood Association.  

We also remember long-
time Co-op City board mem-
ber and  beloved River Bay 
president Al Shapiro, who 
suddenly died from a recently 
discovered illness; Bronx se-
nior and member of the leg-
endary Tuskegee Airmen in 
WWII, Fitz Allen Squires, 95 
last winter after a long ill-
ness, Clare Marie Goggins, 
21, died recently after a long 
illness. Both Fitz and Clare 
were respectively husband 
and grand-daughter of Bronx 
community advocate Myra 
Goggins-Squires; U.S. Army 
Specialist Joshua Phillip 
Fennell, 25, killed-in-action 
in Afghanistan; Bronx senior 
Morty Bruh, father of Bronx 
activist Mark Bruh; Bronx 

senior Dennis Demers, 67 af-
ter a long illness, Dennis was 
husband of Bronx activist 
Marcy Guss Lewis-Demers; 
Edward Pollak, 80, father of 
former New York State Demo-
cratic chair David Pollak.

NY Giant super star and 
ABC sports commentator 
Frank Gifford, 84. Gifford was 
also husband to television 
hostess Kathy Lee Gifford on 
Today and Live with Regis 
and Kathy Lee; king of the one 
liners, comedian Jack Carter, 
93; musician Chris Squire, 67, 
lead bassist with rock band 
Yes; television character ac-
tor George Coe. Coe appeared 
on the very fi rst Saturday 
Night Live. He  also has ap-
peared on many TV shows 
including L.A. Law and Star 
Trek: The Next Generation.  
Last, but certainly not least, 
NAACP civil rights legend, 
the Honorable Julian Bond, 
75. Bond was the charismatic 
and passionate chairman of 
the nation’s oldest civil rights 
organization who worked 
with Dr. Martin Luther king, 
Jr. and Bayard Rustin in the 
1960s. Bond  distinguished 
himself in the fi ght for vot-
ing rights, the anti-Vietnam 
War campaigns and the War 
on Poverty. Bond  also served 
in both houses of the Georgia 
State Legislature. Recently 
he led the fi ght for gay civil 
rights leading up to the new 
supreme court ruling on Mar-
riage Equality.   The streets 
of heaven is too crowded with 
angels. God Bless the memo-
ries of all of these honored 
dead...

Well Wishes

We would like to wish B-
PECA’s own Francine Ruh a 
speedy recovery  from a frac-
tured shoulder. We also wish 
Bronx community leader 
Rev. Leslie McHenry; Bronx 
businessman Frank Garcia; 
B-PECA  patrons Maria De-
lores, Gaspar and David Gon-
zalez well as they heal from 
their many ailments.  Our 
thoughts are also with B-PE-
CA’s treasurer Donal Holway 
and District Leader Shirley 
Saunders (D) 82 A.D. Part B 
as they endure from two dev-
astating fi res in their homes.

Until next time, feel free 
to contact B-PECA anytime 
at (347) 654-7044, emailingbx-
parkeast@gmail.com or on 
our facebook group: www.fa-
cebook.com/groups/bxpark-
east.

And remember to appreci-
ate those who you think de-
serve it. Because they’ll never 
know unless you tell them.
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SECURITY GUARD TRAINING
Become a NY State Certifi ed Security Guard Today!

8 HR. Pre-assignment
16 HR. on the Job Training

Fireguard Prep
IDC - (Instructor Development Course)

F80 Coordinator of Fire Safety & Alarm Systems
OSHA

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674
Accessible by

and Q24, Q56

Accessible by

and Q58, Q55, B52, B26, B54

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING

Day and Evening Courses
Experienced Instructors
JOB Assistance Provided
Se Habla Espanol

INSTRUCTORS
WANTED

Your Future Starts NOW!

BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN
JOB AND CAREER
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“We have 80-year old residents 
and parents carrying strollers in this 
building - how are they supposed to get 
up and down the stairs safely?”

“Although the elevator has had a 
chronic break down history over the 
last  10-12 years, this particular situa-
tion is the worst that it has ever been 
since I’ve lived here,” said Mel

“(The landlord) says that the eleva-
tor won’t be fi xed until mid-September, 
but after the elevator is repaired, it has 
to be inspected, which could take at 
least two to three more weeks, so (resi-
dents) will not see a working elevator 
until the end of September at the earli-
est. After all these issues, how does the 
landlord not understand that we need 
a new elevator?” he added.

Both Mel and Linda fi led multiple 
complaints with 311 and the Depart-
ment of Buildings throughout the sum-
mer but have not yet been responded 
to. 

According to the DOB website, this 
building has received over a dozen el-
evator violations since 2002.

“There are residents in this build-
ing suffering without a working eleva-
tor while the landlord and superinten-
dent are on vacation - they could care 
less,” Mel added.

According to residents, landlord 
Amanda Jankovic of Rok Realty Corp 
has hired at least six different repair 
companies in the last decade. 

Residents believe she switches re-

Pelham Bay tenants forced to endure an elevator-less summer 
From page 1 pair fi rms when she is told that she 

needs to replace the entire elevator - 
which she is not wiiling to do. 

She then proceeds to hire a new el-
evator company altogether, someone 
that will  comply to her wishes.

The elevator was previously out of 
order for nearly a month, along with 
the gas service, in 2012. 

During the past year, residents 
claim the elevator has been out at least 
one day per week.

Senator Jeff Klein has been work-
ing with DOB to ensure timely com-
pletion of repairs, while also working 
with the Division of Housing & Com-
munity Renewal to receive rent reduc-
tions for tenants who have lacked ele-
vator service in the past months.

Councilman James Vacca is also 
involved and currently has legislation 
pending that would make the landlord 
economically responsible for the in-
stallation of new elevators as well as 
entitle residents to rent reductions.

“A situation that has senior citizens 
and disabled individuals climbing 
steps with no option for an elevator is 
absolutely unacceptable,” Vacca said.

Jankovic could not be reached for 
comment.

(Right) Residents in 1650 Hutchinson River 
Parkway have been without their only eleva-
tor for over two months. The inconvenience 
is expected to continue for at least another 
month. 
 Steven Goodstein / Community News Group

stores in one place.
“I don’t have to go to Westchester 

county anymore, I don’t have to go to 
the palisades, I can stay here in my 
home borough of the Bronx,” said Ja-
maal Bailey, a representative for As-
sembly Speaker Carl Heastie.

“You don’t have to go outside our 
neighborhood anymore to hit big name 
stores,” said John Marano, vice chair of 
Community Board 10.

The board has also been pleased that 
Prestige Properties has been receptive 
to concerns, especially about traffi c, 
said Marano.

“Their doors are always open for 
us,” he said.

And those major traffi c concerns 
have gone largely unrealized, said 
Benedetto, thanks to the city and state 
Department of Transportation’s atten-
tion to the issue.

“It’s no where near the problem peo-
ple said it was going to be,” said Bene-
detto.

Nevertheless, city and state offi cials 
are still looking for ways to better the 
situation, he said.

“We are continuing to work on trans-
portation improvements to get people in 
and out of Co-op City and the Bay Plaza 
Mall in a speedy effi cient way.”

Mall at Bay Plaza celebrates its fi rst anniversary
From page 1

The Mall at Bay Plaza on opening day, August 14, 2014. File photo
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“He does more than two things. He passes the 
ball, he rebounds the ball and everybody knows 
he can score. He’s definitely on another level 
this year.”
ANTHONY GLOVER  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

A Special 
And Unique 

Tree

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
Maxwell “Bingo” Cole 

waited a long time to get his 
Bingo’s All-Stars into the 
Pro City Tournament. It was 
worth the wait for the expe-
rience of winning New York 
City’s premier summerball 
league in the team’s fi rst sea-
son there.

“Winning my fi rst cham-
pionship at Pro City is big,” 
the coach said. “This is some-
thing I have been wait years 
to get an invite. I fi nally got it 
and we fi nally came through 
to win the championship for 
the fi rst year in it.”

For the South Bronx na-
tive Cole, who is known as the 
“Godfather,” the wait made 
the 113-105 victory over Big 
Apple Basketball at Baruch 
College on Aug. 13 even more 
special. 

“As far as streetball, this is 
at the top of my list,” he said.

For Cole and his team, 
thing started out well as they 
grabbed a 22-point lead early 
in the second quarter, but they 
saw Big Apple Basketball rally 
to take the lead for a short pe-
riod in the third before the 
Bingo’s All-Stars were able to 
grab the advantage for good 
and secure the championship. 

“We started out strong,” 
Cole said. “Then we came 
back. I got professionals. I 
told them this is a long game. 
We can be up 20 and it doesn’t 
mean anything. You got to stay 
with it. [Dominique] Jones hit 
big shots for me.”

Keydren “ Kee Kee” Clark, 
who had 20 points and 12 as-
sists, took home the Pro City 
MVP award. Jones added 21 
point and Corey “Homicide” 

Williams chipped in 16 points 
and seven rebounds. Bronx 
native Jarrid Famous paced 
Big Apple Basketball with 26 
points and six rebounds and 
former Bishop Ford standout 
Chaz Williams had 24 points.

For Clark winning his fi rst 
Pro City title with Bingo is as 
good as it gets. 

“There is no greater feel-
ing,” Clark said. “We won a lot 
of championships, but to win 
this tournament with Bingo 
in our fi rst appearance with 
my brothers, it doesn’t get any 
better than this. It’s a great 
way to end the summer.”

Clarke along with Anthony 
Glover started playing with 
Bingo when they were 12-13 
years old at Riverside Church 
and they helped make the title 
special for the their longtime 
coach. 

“These guys help me build 
Bingo’s All-Stars and without 
them I wouldn’t be who I am 
today,” Cole said. 

Bingo’s All-Stars became 
the second team on three years 
to win Pro City in its fi rst sea-
son. Sean Bell All-Stars, who 
Bingo beat in the semifi nals, 
won in 2013.

Cole was getting ready to 
retire, but couldn’t pass up 
an invite to compete for a title 
that ranks a top of his long list 
of championships. Even after 
achieving his goal retirement 
isn’t on Bingo’s mind as he 
wants to come back to repeat 
next season. 

“No I am not retiring,” Cole 
said. “I am here. I was going to 
retire, with no Pro City. But 
now I am here for a few years,” 
Cole said. “We have to two 
peat.”

Bingo’s All-Stars win Pro 
City title in fi rst season

The Bingo’s All-Stars celebrate its fi rst Pro City tournament title. Photo by Patrick McCormack

The sports Curmudgeon 
told us Tonciu, Romania is a 
town that thought it needed a 
soccer pitch for the local youth 
to play on and to develop their 
skills on. So, the City Fathers 
decided to spend about $20K 
to create such a facility. How-
ever, here in Curmudgeon 
Central, we know well that no 
good deed goes unpunished 
and now those City Fathers 
are being held up to scorn and 
ridicule for the implantation 
of their “nice idea” due to the 
giant oak tree in the middle of 
the pitch.” The pitch had to be 
built around the tree.

Jet WR 

But now he’s out with a 
concussion, and that’s trou-
bling because it’s at least his 
fourth concussion. He’s onl5 
25.

Chris Owusu’s fi nal sea-
son at Stanford, 2011, was cut 
short because of a concus-
sion. In a November game 
against Oregon State, he went 
down after helmet-to-helmet 
contact and left the fi eld in an 
ambulance. It was his second 
concussion in a three-week 
span, his third in 13 months.

His skill set intrigued 
NFL scouts -- some felt he 
had third-round talent -- but 
he didn’t get picked at all. No 
doubt, teams were concerned 
about his medical history. He 

Continued on Page 67

Tenants endure an elevator-less summer
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WE HAVE

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

1.9%
PRE-OWNED PRE-OWNED SALES

EVENT!

$AVEBIG BUCKS NOW
DURING OUR...

               Hunting for a Good Deal? 

MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER. PRICES EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE, DEALER & MV FEES. MUST TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY FROM DEALER FROM STOCK, NO PRIOR DEALS ARE APPLICABLE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONISBLE FOR TYPO ERRORS. 
ALL OFFERS END 5/19/15. CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC#0923677 FID#7071878

BAD CREDIT?
GIVE US A CHANCE

...TO HELP YOU GET FINANCED
CALL LIZ @ 718-445-2525

2012 TOYOTA RAV4
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

3K MILES #22100T

$19,995

2015 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER LIMITED
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

4K MILES #22519T

$41,995

2012 TOYOTA SIENNA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

26K MILES #21505

$28,995

2010 TOYOTA VENZA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

28K MILES #21711

$17,995

2011 TOYOTA PRIUS
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

62K MILES #22322T

$14,995

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, SNRF.,
AM/FM, CD, LTHR., 37K MILES #22512T

$10,995

2004 TOYOTA CELICA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

69K MILES #22458T

$10,995

2009 TOYOTA CAMRY
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

39K MILES #2009

$12,995

2014 TOYOTA AVALON HYBRID
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

13K MILES #21315T

$29,995

2013 TOYOTA AVALON HYBRID 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, 

37K MILES #21681T

$23,995

2010 TOYOTA PRIUS 5
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT,  AM/FM, CD, 

45K MILES #22522T

$11,995

2005 TOYOTA RAV4 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

68K MILES #22518T

$9,995

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED LOADED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED
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 Look No Further...Great Deals in Sight!

www.StarToyota.net
718-445-2525

WE WANT YOUR

TRADE!
We Speak Spanish 

& Korean

2010 SCION TC
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

26K MILES #22055T

$9,995

2010 TOYOTA 4RUNNER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

35K MILES #22245T

$29,995

2012 TOYOTA TUNDRA 4WD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

94K MILES #22290T

$28,995

2014 TOYOTA COROLLA 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

16K MILES #22496T

$17,995

2008 TOYOTA SOLARA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

32K MILES #22053T

$7,995

2014 TOYOTA CAMRY  
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

27K MILES #22495T

$17,995

2004 TOYOTA COROLLA  
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

79K MILES #22318T

$6,995

2012 TOYOTA SIENNA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

50K MILES #22449T

$17,995

2012 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

#22345

$22,995

2013 HYUNDAI GENESIS
AUTO, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

28K MILES #22442T

$17,995

2013 FORD FUSION 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, 

26K MILES #22441T

$16,995

2007 TOYOTA RAV4 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

58K MILES #22498T

$10,995

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
The draw of playing at 

home one fi nal time was too 
strong for Cahiem Brown to 
turn away from.

The Coney Island native left 
a talented St. Raymond boys’ 
basketball team in the Bronx 
to play his senior year for his 
neighborhood school Lincoln. 
It gives him a chance to fulfi ll 
a dream of bringing another 
Public School Athletic League 
city crown to the neighbor-
hoods and play for his family 
and friends.

“It feels great knowing that 
I can play in front of everybody 
I grew up with, everybody that 
I am around,” he said. “I have a 
great feeling about this year.”

It wasn’t’ an easy choice to 
leave a Ravens roster that is 
one of the best in the Catholic 
league and teammates he has 
played with in one way or the 
other since the seventh grade. 
St. Raymond lost in the Arch-
diocesan fi nal last season and 
in the intersectional quarter-

fi nals. He averaged 17.8 points 
per game for St. Ray’s as a ju-
nior. 

“I have a close relation-
ship with all the guys on that 
team,” Brown said.

It’s been a smooth transi-
tion so far competing with 
Lincoln in summer leagues 
such as Smartball and EBC 
Rucker Park. Brown’s cousin 
Donald Flores plays for the 
Railsplitters and Brown 
knows many of the players 
already just from growing up 
in Coney Island. The switch 
drops Browns commute to 
school from an hour and half 
to 10 minutes. 

“You are not coming to 
strangers,” Lincoln coach 
Kenny Pretlow said. 

The 6-foot-3 Brown, who 
has interest from Monmouth, 
Cleveland State and Hofstra, 
gives the Railsplitters a much-
needed dose of size and scor-
ing with the graduation of 
center Greg Poleon and shoot-
ing guard Ezekiel Charles. 

Lincoln also found out rising 
sophomore Paul Person has 
transferred to Hoosac in Up-
state New York. Brown’s abil-
ity to score, run the fl oor and 
rebound gives Pretlow plenty 
of ways to use him. 

“It just gives us another 
versatile weapon to add to the 
way we played last year,” the 
coach said. “We like to spread 
people out. That’s a guy who 
can do it and fi nishes well. 
I’m looking forward to having 
him with us.”

Brown is even more ex-
cited about who will be in the 
gym watching him. His fam-
ily and friends will not have 
to travel far to see his fi nal 
high school season unfold. He 
said many of them weren’t al-
ways able to make it to games 
at St. Raymond. When asked 
how many people he expected 
at each home game this year, 
Brown didn’t hesitate. 

“Everybody,” he said. “The 
whole of Coney Island is going 
to be there.

St. Ray’s star Brown leaves for hometown

St. Raymond wing and Coney Island native Cahiem Brown has trans-
ferred to Abraham Lincoln. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

BY PATRICK MCORMACK
Kerri Gallagher is preparing for 

the biggest race of her career. The 
Queens native and former Fordham 
University standout is racing in the 
1500 meters for Team USA at the IAAF 
World Championships in Beijing on 
Aug. 22 and has herself ready to give 
her best.

“Training has been going really 
well,” Gallagher said. “I had the op-
portunity to get some good workouts 
in after coming back from Europe. At 
this point it is all about maintaining 
fi tness and staying confi dent which I 
think I am doing a good job with.”

Gallagher, who runs for team 
Oiselle and NYAC throughout the 
year, and the rest of team USA are 
training for the meet in Narita, Japan. 
She is pretty calm and focused at the 
moment. 

“It’s a new experience making this 
type of time and cultural adjustment, 
but everyone here in Narita has been 
overwhelmingly welcoming,” she 
said.

After qualifying for Worlds, Gal-
lagher competed in the 1500 in the Di-
amond League race in Monaco. There 
she ran 4:06.07, one of her better times 
of the season, against some of the 
world’s top runners. Gallagher took 

gold in her fi nal tune up before the 
worlds by winning the 80 at the Jen-
tendo International running a 2:04.04 
She is soaking up the experience she 
earned. 

“Particularly in Monaco, it was 
very humbling and exciting to be able 
to line up in a fi eld like that and really 
test my racing,” she said. “It made me 
that more excited to keep pushing my 
boundaries and to compete at Worlds.”

Following the Diamond League race, 
Gallagher took a break from competi-
tion and worked at the American Run-
ning camp. The camp helped add to her 
excitement of going to Worlds as he got 
a chance to interact with some great 
coaches and enthusiastic campers gear-
ing up for their cross-country seasons

“It made for a really special week 
before coming to Japan for fi nal prep 
for Worlds,” Gallagher said.

Gallagher is grateful for all the 
support she has received and he gets 
ready for the biggest race of her life. 
The event will be broadcast on the 
NBC family of networks.   

“It is an incredible honor to be able 
to represent team USA,” she said. “I 
am looking forward to the opportunity 
and am thankful for all the support 
from friends, family, coaches, Oiselle 
and NYAC for getting me here.”

Former Fordham star confi dent heading
into IAAF World Championships

Former Fordham standout Kerri Gallagher will be running the 1500 meters for Team USA at 
the IAAF World Championship this weekend in China. Fordham Athletics
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signed with the San Francisco 
49ers, also spending time 
with the San Diego Chargers 
and Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
before landing with the Jets 
last season.

After a strong offseason, 
Owusu got off to a fast start 
in camp, moving up the depth 
chart. He was getting fi rst-
team reps in three-receiver 
packages, working ahead of 
Jeremy Kerley at times.

I Agree With The

SC On This

“Scott Ostler of the SF 
Chronicle wrote recently 
that the National Anthem 
renditions at various sport-
ing events need an upgrade. I 
could not agree more. Some of 
the “local talent” they trot out 
to sing the anthem is enough 
to make your hair hurt and 
while it may be “cute” there 

are precious few sixth grade 
glee clubs that can sing the 
song even marginally well. 
One more note from experi-
ence:

Jazz saxophonists have 
their place in the musical 
cosmos but standing at home 
plate and blaring the anthem 
in to a microphone prior to 
a baseball game is not their 
place.”

Robert Merrill was the 
best I ever heard.

The SC Added

I have said it before and will 
reiterate it here. José Canseco 
is the gift that keeps on giving 
for these sorts of rants. Here 
is the latest “Canseco antic”:

He is going to spend an en-
tire week living as a woman 
as a show of support for Cait-
lyn Jenner. Canseco will be in 
full drag dress-mode for that 
whole week.

Seriously…

The fact that Canseco will 
also be involved in his own 
“reality show” come next 
Fall of course has nothing to 
do with this behavior. It is all 
about learning what Caitlyn 
Jenner “feels” and nothing 
at all about an episode for the 
Internet reality show Spend a 
Day with José. Yeah, right…

Boston Did Something 
Right

The SC wrote, “While I was 
gone, the good people of Bos-
ton – and of Massachusetts as 
a whole – seemingly came to 
their senses and terminated 
their bid to hold the 2024 
Olympics there. The mayor of 
Boston had been a supporter 
of bidding for the games but 
when he was faced with sign-
ing a “host city contract” that 
included clauses making Bos-
ton responsible for any cost 

overruns that “might occur”, 
he balked. Evidently, there 
was some pressure from var-
ious Olympic offi cials with 
regard to a deadline for sign-
ing and Mayor Marty Walsh 
would not be cowed by the 
USOC. The folks in Boston 
ought to hold a parade for 
Mayor Walsh.”

Molinaro Maranara

Bob Molinaro (Hampton 
Roads Pilot) wrote, “The way 
it is: Not to exaggerate the 
dominance of MLB pitching, 
but doesn’t it seem like that 
every three or four days a 
starter takes a no-hitter into 
the late innings? Makes you 
wonder how little offensive 
production there might be in 
the playoffs, when pitching 
traditionally dictates.

Hospital report: During 
NFL training camps, we’re 
reminded almost daily of the 

carnage created by the foot-
ball grind. Spotlighted this 
week is the grisly injury to 
Texans running back Ar-
ian Foster, who is undergo-
ing surgery today to reattach 
his groin muscle to the bone. 
It hurts just to write those 
words.

Suspicion: A third women’s 
basketball player from North 
Carolina’s heralded 2013 re-
cruiting class has transferred 
this summer, jumping ship 
before NCAA sanctions are 
handed down in the paper-
class scandal. The loss of an-
other star apparently deepens 
the paranoia in some Chapel 
Hill circles that the women’s 
program will be scapegoated 
by the university that’s look-
ing to reduce or avoid sanc-
tions on the big money mak-
ers: men’s basketball and 
football.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
It was personal for Keydren “Kee 

Kee” Clark this summer. 
The former St. Peter’s College 

and Rice guard took his already stel-
lar game to other level. He wanted to 
earn his fi rst Pro City title with his 
long time coach Maxwell “Bingo” 
Cole and his Bingo’s All-Stars team-
mates for more than 10 years on the 
streetball circuit. 

His 20 points, 12 assists and four 
rebounds in the championship game 
last Thursday ensured the Bronx na-
tive made good on his intensions. 

“Mission accomplished,” Clark 
said. “It’s about time.”

Bingo’s All-Star held on to beat Big 
Apple Basketball 113-105 at Baruch 
College in the team’s fi rst season in 
New York City’s top summerball 
tournament. Clark took home MVP 
honors to cap a stellar campaign. He 
was the league’s leading scorer at 28.6 
points per game and second in assists 
with 8.1. 

The 30-year-old Clark, who lead the 
nation in scoring twice at St. Peter’s, 
also dropped in 20 points, including a 
huge three late to lead Bingo past ri-
val Sean Bell 94-81 in the semifi nals. 
Longtime Bingo teammate and fellow 
Bronx native Anthony Glover called 

Clarke the top point guard in the city 
and said this is the best he’s seen him 
play. 

“He does more than two things,” 
Glover said. “He passes the ball, he re-
bounds the ball and everybody knows 
he can score. He does things off the 
basketball that makes him good. He’s 
defi nitely on another level this year.”

Cole said he is playing at the top 
right now and not all of it has to do 
with his prolifi c three-point shooting 
and slick passes. He understands how 
to get his teammates involved around 
his open scoring chances. Clark, who 
will play professionally in Turkey 
next season, is also more comfortable 
as a leader. 

In the past he led by example. Cole 
joked that is took him fi ve years just 
to get him to talk. Clark’s time over-
seas has taught him how important 
it is to be vocal, especially as a vet-
eran. 

“It’s something that grew on me,” 
he said. “It’s not something I like to 
do, but not it is just a part of me.”

The game itself has become easy 
for Clark at this stage of his career, 
but keeping it that way is not. In the 
past he would use his time on the 
streetball circuit as just a way to keep 
up his cardo up. This year he pushed 

himself more, not just to ensure a 
championship, but to make certain 
younger players don’t pass him by 
when he heads back across the water.

“He’s really stretching out his pro 
career,” Cole said. “He understands 
what it takes”

Clark also knew it would take his 

best to bring Bingo’s All-Stars at Pro 
City crown. The satisfaction of doing 
so was sweet. 

“To fi nally get the money off my 
back and win it with no other team 
than Bingo’s All-Stars is amazing,” 
Clark said. “There is no greater feel-
ing.”

Motivated Clark caps 
stellar season with

Pro City crown

Keydren Clark (r.), the Pro City playoff MVP, poses with coach Maxwell “Bingo” Cole (l.) after 
the beating Big Apple Basketball in the fi nal. Photo by Patrick McCormack

Pipe Dreams: The SC Added; Seriously…; Molinaro Maranara
from Page 63
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