
BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Bronx’s own Metro Op-

tics Eyeware has been named 
one of the city’s best busi-
nesses.

CBS radio station 1010 
WINS recently identified the 
local company as one of the 
Top 50 Small Businesses in 
New York, and a promotional 
segment featuring general 
manager John Bonizio aired 
on August 6.

Metro Optics was founded 
in 1978 by co-owner Michael 
Ungaro in Parkchester. Dr. 

Eva Yan, Metro Optics’ Head 
of Optometry and co-owner, 
joined the practice in 1982; 
later, she and Ungaro mar-
ried and opened three more 
locations in the Bronx along 
with business partner Bonizio 
in Weschester Square, Hunts 
Point and Throggs Neck.

The newest location in the 
Throggs Neck Shopping Cen-
ter opened to great fan fare 
last year. The 4,000 square foot 
store is ten times the size of 
Metro Optic’s first location.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
An embattled church pastor 

has heard from a higher author-
ity.

The Archdiocese of New York 
issued directives to the pastor of 
St. Frances de Chantal Church, 
encouraging him to improve his 
stewardship after parishioners 
raised concerns about his han-
dling of cash donations and his 
strained relations with his fl ock. 

The parishioners, totalling 
about 30, have learned that seven 
directives have been issued by 
Timothy Cardinal Dolan to Fr. Pe-
ter Miqueli, pastor of the Throggs 
Neck house of worship. 

An offi cial Archdiocese of New 
York spokesman did not respond 
to requests for confi rmation of the 
directives’ contents. 

Two of the church leaders, Jack 
Lynch and Janet Bitner, said that 
while they were not permitted to 
see the actual letter Fr. Miqueli 
received, key portions were read 
to them by an Archdiocean repre-
sentative, acting a a mediator, at a 
restaurant meeting they attended 
in City Island several weeks ago.

Among the alleged manage-
ment directives are: 

•   the Archdiocese of New York 
will conduct an audit of St. Fran-
ces’ fi nances 

• the pastor must publish par-
ish collections in the church bulle-
tin, with the fi gures verifi ed by an 
impartial witness. 

• annual fi nancial statements 
must be issued. 

• the pastor must appoint a Par-
ish Finance Council 

• Fr. Miqueli must appoint two 
new trustees, which must be se-
lected from among long-time pa-
rishioners 

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
City and state offi cials have an 

eye on the future as they continue 
to address the outbreak of Legion-
naires’ disease in the south Bronx, 
which began on July 10.

As of August 10, 12 have died 
from the disease, while 113 cases 
had been reported and 76 of those 
treated and discharged.

The outbreak peaked on July 
30, and no new cases have been di-
agnosed since August 3, according 
to the NYC Department of Health.

The type of pneumonia from 
the legionella bacteria is not con-
tagious, and is contracted through 
the inhalation of contaminated 
water vapor. 

The outbreak resulted from 
high levels of bacteria in one or 
more air conditioner ‘cooling tow-
ers’ which use recirculated water 
to regulate temperatures in some 
large buildings.

An initial fi ve sites in the 
south Bronx were identifi ed as the 
likely culprits of the outbreak, but 
as of August 10 a total of 11 sites 
have tested positive for legionella 
within the impact zone, while 
seven sites have been identifi ed 
outside it. 

Every cooling tower identifi ed 
in the impact zone has been im-
mediately ordered disinfected and 
remediated, according to the may-
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Jaden Martinez gets soaked during a game of water-balloon toss at the 
16th annual Glebe Avenue Block Party in Zerega on Saturday, August 8. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

STAYING COOL ON GLEBE AVENUE

BRONX LEGIONNAIRES’
OUTBREAK KILLS 12

Prevention remedies set

St. Frances 
de Chantal 

pastor issued 
directives

Metro Optics named 
Top 50 small biz

Continued on Page 11
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New York’s Elvis Tribute King

Gene DiNapoli
Celebrates the musical legacy of Elvis Presley

with his 38th ANNIVERSARY shows.

EMPIRE CITY CASINO, YONKERS RACEWAY, YONKERS N.Y.
Thurs. Aug. 13th  8 pm and 10 pm.

B. B. KINGS, TIMES SQUARE, N.Y.C.
Sat. Aug.15th  12 pm and 3 pm

Call 212-997-4144 for tickets and info.

OWEN DOLEN PARK, WESTCHESTER SQUARE, BX.
Mon Aug. 17th  7 pm

Call 718-597-4629 for info (bring the kids to this one, it’s gonna be fun)

SAN MARTINO YONKERS, N.Y.  Fri. Aug. 28th  914-779-5300

RESORTS WORLD CASINO, QUEENS, N.Y.  Weds. Sept. 9th, 8 pm

ANGELINA’S, TUCKAHOE, N.Y.  Fri. Sept. 25th, 914-779-7319

SAN MARTINO, YONKERS N.Y.  Fri. Oct. 16th,  914-779-5300

UPCOMING SHOWS

Download the FREE Gene DiNapoli app on iTunes, Android 

and Google Play to keep up with Gene’s career and shows

GO TO WWW.ELVISHESALIVE.COM FOR INFO ON GENE’S NEW 
TRIBUTE SONG TO ELVIS. WHICH FEATURES ELVIS BACK UP 

SINGERS, “THE SWEET INSPIRATIONS”

Visit GENE’S website at www.genedinapoli.com

Follow Gene on twitter and Facebook @ genedinapoli

FOR BOOKINGS CALL  917-567-5842

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A new mural in the south 

Bronx will soon open many 
eyes to the serious conse-
quences of driving while in-
toxicated. 

Collaborating with the 
New York City Department 
of Transportation and Bo-
gopa Service Corporation, 
Groundswell youth artists 
enrolled in the Summer 
Leadership Institute sum-
mer job training program 
are hard at work to put the 
brakes on DWIs.

Covering Food Bazaar 
Supermarket’s back wall, 
this work is meant to remind 
residents that their choices 
behind the wheel matter and 
affect everyone.

The mural, which has no 
offi cial title yet, was created 
using paint brushes dipped 
in acrylics.

A dedication ceremony is 
slated for Thursday, August 
27 at 10 a.m. at the wall’s 535 
E. 170th Street location.

Groundswell artists are 
working diligently this week 
to add the fi nishing touches 

to the mural.
Currently referred to as 

the ‘DOT-Stop DWI mural’, 
this public artwork is made 
possible with funds from 
NY-STOP DWI and presents 
a theme of “livable streets” 
to remind New Yorkers that 
our choices matter and when 
driving impaired, motorists 
are four times more likely to 
be involved in a crash in con-
trast to a sober driver.

The work presents two 
sides, one depicting an in-
toxicated driver in a blurry 
scene, painted in dark tones, 
and the other side illustrat-
ing a sober driver using more 
vibrant colors. 

A fork in the road, in the 
middle of the mural, con-
nects the theme.

The side showcasing 
DWI’s effects has an im-
paired motorist driving with 
a snail on his steering wheel 
symbolizing his slower reac-
tion time. 

The opposite side dis-
plays a drunk driver offering 
his keys to family members 
sprouting out of his hand 

symbolizing how one’s ac-
tions can affect others and 
shows transportation alter-
natives impaired drivers can 
take such as a bus, subway 
and taxi.

Above the set of keys is  
a hand signaling stop and a 
banner with the blood alco-
hol content of 0.08 which is 
the legal level to be consid-
ered driving while impaired.

The phrase, “Maneja So-
brio” or “Drive Sober” in 
Spanish appears on the mu-
ral and was done to get the 
message out to everyone in 
this diverse community.

Groundswell, a Brooklyn-
based group, unites youth, 
artists and community part-
ners to create public art ad-
vancing social change for 
a more just and equitable 
world and this mural follow-
ing in this tradition.

“It’s defi nitely empower-
ing to grow as an artist, but 
more importantly to give 
back to my community. This 
mural becomes a voice the 
community hears to learn 
about DWI’s effect and how 
to make wiser decisions and 
better choices to avoid it,” 
Angie Roman, Kingsbridge 
resident and three-year 
Groundswell artist shared.

“When people see this 
mural, they’ll see DWI is a 
big issue in our communities 
and will take away solutions 
to prevent it,” Malikah Ma-
hone, Parkchester resident 
and three-year Groundswell 

artist said.
“I believe it’s a really 

good collaboration with the 
DOT because we used a lot 
of their information on DWIs 
and it’s also very gratify-
ing to see our artists reach-
ing out to other adults in the 
community and learning 
how to become team players 
and leaders,” Raúl Ayala, 
Groundswell leading artist 
said.

Ayala added designing 
the mural was a long process 
involving input from differ-
ent community partners and 
half of its design came from 
DOT’s research which was 
shared with Groundswell 
students during interactive 
workshops held throughout 
the program.

“It has been a joy working 
with the youth to better edu-
cate them on Vision Zero and 
develop this mural that will 
remind New Yorkers of the 
dangers of driving while un-
der the infl uence,” said NYC 
DOT Assistant Commis-
sioner for Education and Out-
reach Kim Wiley-Schwartz. 

Groundswell mural puts brakes on DWIs

Groundswell artists work meticulously on the ‘DOT-Stop DWI Mural’ 
which raises awareness on the serious implications driving while 
intoxiated can present to both individuals and the community. 
 Photo courtesy of Groundswell
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Legionnaires’ outbreak kills 12

Mayor de Blasio hosted a press conference to introduce new legislation and provide an update on 
Legionnaires’ disease on August 10 at City Hall. Demetrius Freeman/Mayoral Photography Offi ce

or’s offi ce.
On August 6, Health 

Commissioner Dr. Mary 
Basset issued an executive 
order to owners of build-
ings with the cooling towers 
within the city to disinfect 
the units within two weeks.

Governor Cuomo re-
cently announced the New 
York State Department of 
Health is providing free Le-
gionella testing for building 
owners, operators, manag-
ers and landlords of build-
ings with cooling towers 
until October, when the 
hot summer temperatures 
that may contribute to the 
growth of Legionella bacte-
ria have ended.

Workers from the state 
Department of Health are 
canvassing the area to iden-
tify towers and provide 
information to residents, 
and the Center for Disease 
Control has also deployed 
a team to New York City to 
assist in the effort to combat 
the current outbreak of Le-
gionnaires’ Disease, accord-
ing to the governor’s offi ce.

“We need all hands on 
deck, and getting help from 
the CDC is a huge step in 
combating this disease that 
is hurting the south Bronx,” 
said Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz, Jr. “Gov. Cuomo’s 

offer of free testing for build-
ing owners, the legislation 
that Council Member Van-
essa Gibson and I have pro-
posed to ensure that we are 
proactive against the fur-
ther spread of the Legion-
naires Disease, and Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s push for test-
ing buildings throughout 
the city are all positive steps 
forward in eliminating this 
problem while fi nding solu-
tions to prevent yet another 
outbreak.” 

That proposed legislation 
to regulate cooling towers 
was introduced by Mayor de 
Blasio, New York City Coun-
cil Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito and New York City 
council members on August 
10.

The legislation is the fi rst 
in the nation to provide for 
detailed requirements and 
oversight, including man-
datory registration, testing 
and inspections of cooling 
towers, and sanctions for 
failure to comply with new 
standards.

“We are confi dent the 
Legionnaires’ outbreak in 
the south Bronx has been 
contained, and are work-
ing with our partners in the 
City Council to protect the 
entire city in the long-term 
through stringent new reg-
ulations for building own-

ers,” said the mayor about 
the legislation. “New York 
is the fi rst major city in the 
nation to propose new reg-
istration, inspection, and 
enforcement standards for 
the cooling towers which 
harbor Legionnaires’ bacte-
ria. This action refl ects our 
chief priority: to safeguard 
the health of New Yorkers.”

According the DOH, 
groups at high risk for Le-
gionnaires’ disease include 
people who are middle-aged 
or older—especially ciga-
rette smokers—people with 
chronic lung disease or 
weakened immune systems 
and people who take medi-
cines that weaken their im-
mune systems.

Those that have died 
from the disease, which is 
treatable with antibiotics 
and has a 5 to 10 percent fa-
tality rate, had underlying 
health issues. 

Symptoms include fever, 
cough, and diffi culty breath-
ing, and neighborhood resi-
dents should seek treatment 
if they observe them.

The DOH has stressed 
that New York City’s drink-
ing water supply and other 
water features, like foun-
tains, shower heads and 
pools, are safe throughout 
New York City and are un-
affected by legionella.

from Page 1

St. Frances de Chantal pastor issued 
directives from Archdiocese

A group of concerned parishioners at St. Frances de Chantal Church brought about an Archdiocese of 
New York investigation into the church’s pastor.  Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

• Fr. Miqueli must form 
a parish council, with the 
fi rst step being the estab-
lishment of a nominating 
committee. 

So far, said Bitner, it does 
not appear that the pastor 
has moved on any of the di-
rective’s demands, but she 
added that the group has to 
give the priest some time. 

“He has been given six 
months and he has been 
given these directives,” said 
Bitner, adding “I always ex-
pect the best indicator of 
what is going to happen in 
the future is what has hap-
pened in the past.” 

But she noted that the 
pastor now has a great op-
portunity to make a turn-
around. 

“If he were meeting us 
halfway, we would extend 
our hands to bring our par-
ish together again,” she 

said. 
Lynch, a prominent 

Throggs Neck activist, said 
that in about two and a 
half years at the parish, Fr. 
Miqueli removed longtime 
checks and balances regard-
ing handling of cash dona-
tions, and ran the parish in 
a way that alienated large 
numbers of parishioners. 

Many have stopped at-
tending Mass at St. Frances, 
he said, with many headed 
to nearby St. Benedict’s. 

“(The Cardinal) knows 
that we are not happy with 
Miqueli and we want him 

gone,” said Lynch, adding 
that he would not like to see 
Fr. Miqueli continue in par-
ish ministry at any church 
because of what he termed 
the priest’s “waywardness.”

Bishop John Jenik, who 
met with the concerned pa-
rishioners early in the in-
vestigation into their allega-
tions in November 2014, said 
that the archdiocese has con-
ducted an audit of the parish 
fi nances, and that it did not 
reveal irregularities. 

“There was nothing 
found,” he said, and went on 
to confi rm that the media-
tor involved in the investi-
gation was John Feerick, a 
law professor at Fordham 
University Law School. 

Feerick is an expert in  
constitutional law and the-
ory, according to his bio. 

Jenik said he was not 
privy to any directives from 
the Cardinal. 

If he were meeting 
us halfway, we would 

extend our hands 
to bring our parish 

together again.
Janet Bitner

from Page 1
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BACK TO SCHOOL DOORBUSTERS!

BACK TO SCHOOL DOORBUSTERS!

BACK TO SCHOOL DOORBUSTERS!

JOGGER 
TWILL PANTS
SCHOOL COLORS

$13

$8
JOGGERS!

ACTIVE
SHORTS
BLOWOUT!

SCREEN
PRINT  
TEES

DESTRUCTED
DENIM

CANVAS CASUALSBASIC BLAST!

HOTTEST
LOOK FOR
BACK TO
SCHOOL! 

Ladies Active
Capris & Pants

50,000 DOZEN
TEES

ASSORTED
STYLES &
COLORS

MENS • LADIES
KIDS

DENIM JEANS

$10$5

$8

1.800.994.MILLS • formanmills.com • @formanmills1 • MON-SAT 9AM-9:30PM • SUN 10AM-7PM

CLOTHING FACTORY WAREHOUSE

UNIFORM SHOES FOR KIDS $10

MENS DICKIES PANTS$15

TOP BRAND
SCHOOL UNIFORMS
Cotler • French Toast • US Polo

Beverly Hills Polo & More

KNIT POLO TOPS
KIDS

2for
$9

JUNIORS

2for
$10

YOUNG MENS

2for
$12

KIDS

2for
$16

YOUNG MENS

2for
$20

UNIFORM TWILL PANTS

All Colors

ALL Sizes

All Colors

ALL Sizes

BACK TO SCHOOL DOORBUSTERS! BACK TO SCHOOL DOORBUSTERS!

WE’VE GOT THE LOOK!

FREELAYAWAYFOR BACKTO SCHOOL

FREELAYAWAY

BACK
PACKS
$5
BACK
PACKS
$5

BACK TO SCHOOL DOORBUSTERS!

2 FOR
$10

8FOR
$10

2FOR
$10

FOR 
THE ENTIRE 

FAMILY

TONS OF 
COLORS

Ladies & Mens 
Fashion Canvas Shoes

HOTTEST
LOOK!

ADULT 
ATHLETIC

FOOTWEAR
$15

$8

FOR BACK
TO SCHOOL

COOL!

Bronx, NY
156th & Third Ave. 

646-224-0575

Totowa, NJ
670 Union Blvd.
973-200-8063

East Orange, NJ
Main & S. Harrison

973-677-7163 

Elizabeth, NJ
647 Newark Ave.
908-353-0100
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10% LESS
Cannot be used on sales items or already discounted 

prices. With this coupon ONLY. Cannot combine offers. 
Expires August 31, 2015

Checks & Major Credit Cards Accepted. Hours: Monday - Friday  7:30 am to 5 pm, Saturday 7:30am to 3pm

We have been a local lumber yard & hardware store for over 40 years, serving our community, with a wide variety of building materials 
that have been available & that are now available. This provides us a lot of experience to assist you in selecting the proper products 
for your repair or renovation job. Whether you are a contractor or a do-it yourselfer, we have the supplies for you.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Concerned transit riders got to meet 

face-to-face with Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority offi cials about long-
standing issues regarding the Bx29 bus. 

A town hall-style meeting was held on 
Thursday, July 30 at the City Island Nau-
tical Museum with 30 to 40 straphangers 
unhappy about the service and reliability 
of the Bx29 bus. 

According to attendees, some of the is-
sues discussed were very late buses and in 
certain cases, buses skipping stops along 
the route, which encompasses Co-op City, 
City Island and Pelham Bay. 

City Island Civic Association hosted 
with the event, and board members of the 
CICA and also of the City Island Chamber 
of Commerce were present. 

“We had a dialogue with MTA,” said 
John Doyle, CICA corresponding secre-
tary.  “We brought them some specifi c 
complaints and are waiting to see some of 
the data.”

Problems with the Bx29 were brought 
to the forefront by a group of younger 
bus riders who connected with the CICA 
through a posting on its Facebook page, 
explained Doyle. 

According to information he re-
ceived from an MTA offi cial, an evening 
dispatcher for the route has been reas-

signed. 
Complaints about the bus line, which 

frequently does not have service in the 
early morning hours, have been percolat-
ing for years. 

Restaurant workers on the island are 
sometimes left stranded on the island if 

they work a late-shift, he said.  
Meeting attendee and longtime Bx29 

rider Florence Ann Nielson said that she 
uses the bus in Co-op City  on her way 
home from work and from City Island on 
the way to her job in Manhattan. 

Service has deteriorated in the past 

year or more, said Nielson, who has rid-
den the Bx29 for about 16 years. 

When she has attempted to board the 
bus in Co-op City after exiting an express 
bus she takes there, bus drivers will skip 
stops on the route, she said. 

An MTA spokeswoman said in a state-
ment that offi cials attended the meeting 
to ensure the community that the agency 
is very serious about making sure that 
residents are heard. 

“Service, reliability and quality of the 
Bx29 route have been adversely affected 
by road conditions such as heavy traffi c 
along the route,” stated the MTA spokes-
woman. 

But the heavy traffi c on City Island 
Road and City Island Avenue on Friday 
evenings and weekends cannot account 
for all the delays, Nielson said. 

“When it is a Tuesday night, and there 
is no traffi c, there should not be issues 
like this,” said Nielson, adding that the 
missed bus connections along the route 
in Co-op City are adding time to her eve-
ning commute with regard to traffi c con-
ditions. Sometimes, in the past, buses 
have also been late in the mornings, she 
added. 

The MTA will review its progress in 
improving Bx29 service in the fall,  said 
Doyle.

MTA discusses Bx29 bus riders’ complaints 

Despite a hot weather advisory, dozens of Bx29 bus riders attended a meeting on Thursday, July 30 at 
the City Island Nautical Museum where they voiced their concerns about ridership reliability along the 
bus route. Photo courtesy of the City Island Civic Association

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A much needed traffi c 

light and crosswalk instal-
lation is fi nally taking place 
on Pelham Parkway.

According to the NYC 
Department Of Transpor-
tion, traffi c lights and cross-
walks are planned for pre-
viously unoffi cial crossings 
on Pelham Parkway North 
and South to improve safety 
for pedestrians.

The installation, which 
was approved by DOT last 
November, had been de-
layed for months until re-
cently, when traffi c lights 
were installed on the west-
bound side of the park-
way between Pearsall and 
Throop avenues and the 
eastbound side near Narra-
gansett Avenue.

Along with the traffi c 
lights, which have not been 
activated yet, a crosswalk, 
pedestrian ramps, elimi-
nation of a guardrail and 
other secondary safety en-

hancements are scheduled 
for implementation in the 
next weeks, according to 
the DOT. 

The crosswalks will 
connect to a dirt path in 
the grassy median, which 
is currently separated by a 
barrier - installed during 
the parkway’s reconstruc-
tion two years ago.

Currently, pedestrians 
cannot reach the southern 
side of the parkway service 
road in this area without 
climbing over a  wooden 
guardrail

The impovements will 
also help bus passengers 
who use the eastbound Bx12 
stop on Pelham Parkway 
South near Narragansett 
Avenue.

“It is a good thing that 
this issue is fi nally being 
tackled,” said John Fratta, 
administrative manager 
for Community Board 11. 
“Making a crosswalk il-
legal isn’t going to stop pe-

destrians from crossing the 
street and doesn’t solve the 
problem. The installation 
of a light and crosswalk is 
a solution that will result 
in pedestrians being able 
to cross safely, but the ben-
efi t will be even better if the 
guard rail is cut for easier 
access.”

“On a road with a 35 
MPH speed limit, but where 
traffi c often travels well 
over 50, it will be safe to 
cross the parkway without 
risking my life,” said Jef-
frey Silverberg, real estate 
specialist for NYS DOT.

Although residents are 
happy with the new addi-
tions on the parkway, they 
are still frustrated that an 
issue as important as this 
one took so long to be cor-
rected.

“We were expecting this 
installation in March after 
it was approved last Novem-
ber - we are now in August 
and this long awaited proj-

ect is fi nally being com-
pleted,” said resident Frank 
Vignali. “I am happy that 
the lights and the cross-
walks are being installed, 
even though the process 
took way too long.”

Vignali also mentioned 
that there are several other 
unoffi cial crosswalk points 
on the parkway that need 
to connect with the dirt 
paths in the park area, such 

as Pelham Parkway South 
near Hone Avenue.

“This is an aggravating 
scenario because there are 
paths, designed by the Parks 
Department, in between the 
parkway that purposelessly 
lead to nowhere and cre-
ate the illusion to pedestri-
ans that they can walk on 
these paths and eventually 
cross the parkway safely, 
which is far from the case. 

These paths must corre-
spond to traffi c lights and 
crosswalks and if not, the 
Parks Department must re-
move these paths entirely 
to avoid confusion in the fu-
ture before somebody gets 
seriously hurt.”

DOT said that the rea-
son for the delay on the in-
stallation was due to harsh 
weather conditions that 
took place this past winter.

Traffi c light, crosswalk 
installed on Pelham Pkwy.

A new traffi c light was installed on Pelham Parkway South near Narragansett Avenue. A crosswalk, 
pedestrian ramp and other safety enhancements are scheduled for implementation over the next few 
weeks. Steven Goodstein / Community News Group
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WHEEL REMANUFACTURING

MILLING CNC MACHINING

POWDER COATING PAINT CURING

MINOR COSMETIC DAMAGE

MINOR BENDS

24 HOUR TURNAROUND 
FREE PICK UP & DELIVERY

UPSELL WHEEL REPAIR ON WHEELS THAT ARE DAMAGED

 STATE-OF-THE-ART
   LOCAL FACILITY

 OEM APPROVED PRODUCTS

 SAFE REPAIRS

 CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS

 OEM WHEEL REPLACEMENT

ALSO AVAILABLE
ON-SITE WHEEL REPAIR
IN MOBILE WORKSHOP

CALL TODAY





BY ROBERT WIRSING
Home to over 42,000 resi-

dents, Parkchester cele-
brated its 75th anniversary 
in style with a fun, family-
friendly event on its North 
Ball Field.

Sponsored by 
Parkchester South Condo-
minium, Parkchester North 
Condominium, Parkchester 
Preservation Company, 
Applebees and Optimium-
Cablevision, the Saturday, 
August 8 milestone event 
featured a concert hosted by 
Torae of Sirius XM Hip Hop 
Nation with DJ Reg West of 
the Foxxhole and starring 
Mack Wilds, Justine Skye, 
Sean Fair, JS, Naja Flythe 
and Grand Daddy I.U.; a pre-
miere screening of ‘Thriv-
ing @ 75’, a movie commem-
orating this anniversary; 
children’s activities, raffl es 
and food vendors.

All proceeds from the 
raffl e tickets and ‘Thriving 
@ 75’ DVD sales benefi ted 
the Parkchester Boys and 
Girls Club and Parkchester 
Scholarship Fund.

The Boys and Girls Club 
held a competition among 
15 local teen members to 
create a logo for the event.

Kenneth Patteron, 15, 
won fi rst place for design-
ing the winning logo, a 
sparkling clean blue dia-
mond, and received an 
award of $1,000.

Second and third place 

winners, Tianna Brown 
and Javier Claxton, were 
awarded $500 and $250 re-
spectively. 

The blue diamond was 
used for all promotional 
materials and will also 
appear on banners dis-
played across Parkchester 
throughout the year.

“This was a wonderful 
event and one of the great-
est experiences I’ve ever 
had,” Abu Shakoor, PSC 
president said. “I am very 
fortunate to have been 
recently appointed presi-
dent of Parkchester South 
Condominium and could 
not be more proud to have 
this opportunity to help 
Parkchester and its peo-
ple.”

“I’ve been living here 
for 35 years and it’s become 
more diversifi ed since then. 
I think this has a great deal 
to do with Parkchester’s 
success as everyone gets to 
learn more about each oth-
er’s culture,” Idella Good-
man said. “I love living in 
Parkchester because of how 
conveniently located every-
thing is here.” 

Parkchester was con-
structed between 1938 and 
1941 at a then colossal cost 
of $50 million by insurer 
Metropolitan Life Insur-
ance Company, the second 
largest company in 1939 
America.

Designed by a team 

helmed by Richmond 
Shreve, celebrated Empire 
State Building chief archi-
tect, Parkchester comprises 
171 red-brick buildings be-
tween seven and 13 stories 
high combined in 51 clus-
ters of varying footprints 
allowing a wide range of 
layouts and orientations for 
its 12,271 apartment units.

When completed, the 
historic residential com-
munity located on 129 land-
scaped acres was the larg-
est integral housing project 
ever planned or built in the 
nation and was reported to 
be the second most valuable 
NYC property after Rocke-
feller Center.

Seventy percent of 
Parkchester’s designated 
open space includes a base-
ball fi eld, basketball courts, 
tetherball courts and over 
20 playgrounds, while 
nearly 40% was designed to 
accommodate landscaped 
areas planted with over 
4,000 oak, sycamore and 
maple trees.  

Parkchester served as 
the model for Manhattan’s 
Stuyvesant Town and Peter 
Cooper Village developed 
by MetLife and it was con-
sidered such a winning ex-
ample of middle-income ur-
ban housing that MetLife 
displayed a six-by-seven-
foot architectural model of 
Parkchester at their 1939 
World’s Fair Exhibit.

The development 
reached full occupancy 
in 1943 and residents at 
the time would have paid 
about $12 rent for a one-
bedroom apartment, rang-
ing from 506 to 705 square 
feet, which was considered 
back then too expensive 

for the development to be 
labeled as “low rent hous-
ing” by the U.S. Housing 
Authority. 

Each apartment was 
outfi tted with amenities 
such as a Frigidaire re-
frigerator, bathrooms with 
non-slip bathtub bottoms 

and double sinks.
In 1941, Parkchester be-

came home to Macy’s fi rst 
branch store outside of 
Manhattan which still op-
erates today and its retail 
space is comprised of over 
100 stores, totalling more 
than  500,000 square feet.

The company prides 
itself on ‘Manhattan 
style’ retail offerings, 
said Bonizio, which in-
cludes both luxury prod-
ucts and low-budget op-
tions.

“The whole idea was 
to bring world class eye-
wear to the Bronx,” he 
said.

Bringing innovation 
and cutting edge prod-
ucts to the borough is 
another priority, said 
Bonizio. 

The company has em-
braced wearable tech-
nology, and stocks elec-
tronic eyewear with a 
variety of functions.

“We’re on the fore-
front of that,” said Bon-
izio.

But Metro Optics also 
has a commitment to so-
cial responsibility, he 
said. 

They make an effort 
to provide free vision 
screenings in the com-
munity, as well as edu-
cate people about eye 
health. 

That can include 
teaching parents to look 
for signs that their kids 
need glasses, or high-
lighting common eye dis-
eases.

They do this by par-
ticipating in community 
events, such as the re-
cent St. Theresa Feast, 
where they offered free 
screenings and informa-
tion at their booth. 

Metro Optics also has 
options for customers 

without insurance, offer-
ing eye exams and an af-
fordable frame for $99.

“We want to get more 
people in to take care of 
their eyes,” said Bonizio.

In addition to a com-
mitment to the commu-
nity, he said the company 
also has a commitment 
to developing its employ-
ee’s careers, some of who 
have been with Metro 
Optics for decades.

“We encourage 
growth and we believe 
in the education of our 
staff,” said Bonizio.

They offer opportuni-
ties for apprenticeships 
and other avenues to 
move up within the com-
pany, as is the case with 
the six out of nine opti-
cians who received their 

license while employed 
with Metro Optics. 

Another employee, 
who  joined the company 
28 years ago as a recep-
tionist, became an opti-
cian and eventually a 
buyer, said Bonizio.

The ultimate success 
of the business is a result 
of the hardworking, ded-
icated staff at each of the 
Metro Optics locations, 
he said.

“We have 50 employ-
ees that are the reason 
we got that award,” said 
Bonizio.

Everyone at Metro 
Optics is grateful for the 
recognition from 1010 
WINS, he said.

“We’re very, very 
proud to be among the 
other 49.”
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Metro Optics named top 50 small biz
from Page 1

(l to r:) John Bonizio, general manager of Metro Optic Eyewear, 
with Michael Ungaro, co-owner and founder, at the company’s 
Westchester Square location. Community News Group / Jaime Williams

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

Parkchester celebrates 75th
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www.amandabearpartyrentals.com
Email: amandabearpartyr@aol.com

We Also Have:

Balloons For All Occasions


