
BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A new housing development was 

celebrated this week.
On Tuesday, July 21, Schur 

Management Company, Ltd. held 
a groundbreaking ceremony for 
2030 Creston Avenue, an upcoming 
mixed-use development that will 
include residential, retail and com-
mercial space.

The property, formerly a Cen-
tral Parking System parking lot 
located between East Burnside and 
Bush avenues, will soon be the lo-

cation of a development that tops 
out at eight stories at the building’s 
eastern and southern side and 11 
stories on its northern and western 
walls.

The building’s 114 apartments 
will include studio, one-, two- and 
potentially three-bedroom units. 

The building’s rental units will 
be set at affordable market rates, 
and will contain 11,500 square feet 
of commercial space.

The site will have an under-

BY ROBERT WIRSING
This past Sunday’s fatal 

shooting of a 20-year old man 
in West Farms has many in 
the community demanding 
change.

According to a NYPD 
spokesman, police responded 
to a 911 call on Sunday, July 19 
at 12:45 a.m. of a man shot at 
2081 Vyse Avenue, within the 
confi nes of the 48th Precinct.

Upon arrival, emergency 
responders observed Ray Ro-
sello, 20, with gunshot wounds 
to his torso and rushed him to 
St. Barnabas Hospital where 
he was pronounced dead.

Police said they are look-
ing for Alfonso Skeeter, 27, de-
scribed as an African Ameri-
can male approximately six 
feet tall, in connection with 
this homicide.

Skeeter, a 2311 Southern 
Boulevard resident, faces mur-
der, manslaughter and crimi-
nal possession of a weapon 
charges, according to police.

On Sunday, July 19, Assem-
blyman Luis Sepulveda met 
with Yvonne Rodriguez, Ro-
sello’s mother. Rodriguez has 
been an active member of the 
West Farms community and 
has worked with Assembly-
man Sepulveda on numerous 
projects.

Her annual summer block 
party which encourages com-
munity involvement, is set for 
Saturday, July 25, and will go 
on as planned. It will be dedi-
cated to her son’s memory.

Assemblyman Sepulveda, 
who lives a few blocks from 
where Rosello wasshot, ex-
plained that over the last cou-
pleof years there has been a 
concentrationof shootings oc-
curring in the corridorcom-
posed of Vyse Avenue, East 
180th Street, East 181st Street, 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Dangerous traffi c congestion at 

the Allerton Avenue entrance to the 
Bronx River Parkway at Bronx Park 
East is causing headaches and rais-
ing concerns. 

According to Raphael Schweizer, 
Bronx Park East Community As-
sociation chairman, the NYPD sta-
tions traffi c control agents at this 
congested intersection mostly dur-
ing evening rush hours, but only 
once or twice a week during the 
morning rush. 

He believes more needs to be 
done.

“From 7:15 to 9 a.m., the area is 
impassable and drivers are basically 
just sitting there,” he said. “Conges-
tion has been a problem at this loca-
tion for years and it’s getting really 

dangerous.”
Schweizer explained the conges-

tion stretches all the way back from 
the New York Botanical Garden’s 
entrance near the Mosholu Parkway 
and has resulted in a number of mo-
tor vehicle accidents.

According to the NYPD’s Motor 
Vehicle Collision Data Reports from 
this past January through April, 
there were a total of nine traffi c ac-
cidents at the intersection with no 
injuries reported.

Last month saw a total of three 
collisions reported at this same in-
tersection, one of which involved 
two people travelling in sports util-
ity vehicles , which resulted in one 
reported injury, according to the 
NYPD’s Motor Vehicle Collision Re-

Your Neighborhood — Your News®July 26, 2015

LOCAL
CLASSIFIEDS

PAGE 10

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BXTIMES.COMUPDATED EVERY DAY AT BXTIMES.COMA CNG Publication • Vol. 67 No. 5 • Vol. 67 No. 5 A CNG Publication • Vol. 4 No. 30 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BXTIMES.COM

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

Continued on Page 4

Something’s Fishy At SHCA
Amanda and Jonathon Hyland took part in a game of Go Fish at the 
Schuyler Hill Civic Association’s annual carnival on Saturday, July 11.

TRAFFIC SNARL
IS A NIGHTMARE

Allerton intersection a bottleneck

West Farms 
shooting 

sparks change

Groundbreaking held for 
Creston Avenue housing
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The mayor and police 

commissioner of NYC re-
cently hosted a press confer-
ence to provide an update on 
an initiative that promotes 
safety and lessening crime.

On Wednesday, July 15, 
Mayor de Blasio and police 
commissioner William Brat-
ton spoke at Cardinal Spell-
man High School about the 
progress of the Summer All 
Out initiative, an initiative 
targeting anti-violence with 
focus on high-crime areas 
and neighborhoods across 
NYC.

Since the implementa-
tion of the initiative last 
summer, the NYPD has 
temporarily reassigned 330 
administrative offi cers to 
boost patrols in ten high-
crime precinct areas and 
four high-crime police ser-
vice areas. 

At the same time, the 
NYPD has also partnered 
with community members, 
social service providers 
and police organizations 
to specifi cally target gangs 
and street crews that pose 

threats to their neighbor-
hoods.

As a result of these ac-
tions, Summer All Out is 
already on track to exceed 
prior expectations.

 Between Monday, June 8 
and Monday, July 13, shoot-
ing incidents have decreased 
by almost 30 percent in the 
targeted precinct areas com-
pared to the same fi ve-week 
period last year (39 shooting 
incidents compared to 55 in-
cidents in 2014).

The press conference 
was held specifi cally in the 
confi nes of the 47th Precinct 
which has seen a 70 percent 
reduction in shootings since 
the beginning of this year’s 
program, and has had only 
three shootings in the fi ve-
week period compared to 
ten shootings during the 
same period in 2014.

The announcement of 
these positive stats follow 
the administration’s launch 
of ‘One City: Safe and Fair 
Everywhere’, a new neigh-
borhood policing model de-
signed to transform NYC’s 
approach to policing, while 

keeping crime at historic 
and all-time lows.

“Bringing police and 
community closer together 
builds mutual trust and 
respect, and results in re-
duced crime by emphasiz-
ing proactive, preventative 
policing,” said the mayor. 

“We are seeing the posi-
tive results of that model 
right here in the 47th Pre-
cinct. Five weeks into Sum-
mer All Out and just a few 
weeks after announcing 
our new neighborhood po-
licing vision, neighborhood 
residents and offi cers and 
embracing one another and 
shootings are down in some 
of our high-crime precincts. 
This is proof that, together, 
we can create a city that is 
safe and fair everywhere.”

“We’ve been working 
hard to reduce violence and 
crime across the city, and as 
evidenced here in the 47th 
Precinct, we are having 
some success - but we can’t 
do it alone,” said police com-
missioner William Bratton. 
“It take the collective ef-
fort of our community, our 

police and our local lead-
ers to continue building 
trust and understanding. 
But with your help, we 
will continue to build One 
City: Safe and Fair Every-
where.”

“I knew that we couldn’t 
have a crime-free neigh-
borhood unless commu-
nity and police worked 
together,” said Elizabeth 
Gill, president of the 47th 
Precinct Community 

Council. “Crime is down 
in the 47th Precinct and I 
thank the mayor and po-
lice commissioner for lis-
tening to us, taking action, 
as well as providing leader-
ship and support.”

Mayor, Bratton hold Summer All Out conference

Mayor de Blasio (right) speaks at the press conference with police commissioner Bratton to his left. 
 Photo courtesy of Rob Bennett/Mayoral Photography Offi ce
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port Bronx Intersections for 
June 2015.  

This hazardous situation 
is also problematic for parents 
walking their children to P.S. 
96 via Bronx Park East and at-
tempting to cross at Allerton 
Avenue with vehicles trapped 
in  the crosswalk, he added.

Last October, Schweizer; 
Jeremy Warneke, Community 
Board 11 district manager 
and Vincent Prezioso, CB 11 
Transportation Committee 
chairman, gave New York City 
Department of Transportation 
Borough Commissioner Con-
stance Moran a walkthrough 
of the traffi c-plagued area and 
they were told the DOT would 
offer to conduct a traffi c study.

Residents have suggested 
widening the Bronx River 
Parkway entrance for two-ve-
hicle use as well as banning 
the left turn only traffi c signal 
for motorists exiting the park-
way from turning onto Bronx 
Park East and interfering with 
Allerton Avenue commuters 
attempting to enter the park-
way.

“The traffi c congestion 
during the a.m. rush is very 
dangerous for pedestrians and 
drivers alike,” Schweizer said. 
“We need DOT to listen to the 
community’s suggestions on 
changing the current traffi c 

signals and roadway condi-
tions.”

A spokeswoman for the 
NYC DOT explained the de-
partment is aware of the com-
munity’s concerns at the Al-
lerton Avenue entrance to the 
Bronx River Parkway at Bronx 
Park East and is evaluating 
several factors at this inter-
section including turn signals 
and signal timing.

As with every community 
concern, the DOT spokes-
woman explained the agency 
works with local community 
boards and elected offi cials 
to obtain valuable input that 
plays a signifi cant role in its 
work.

The spokeswoman added 
the intersection’s evaluations 
should be completed by the end 
of this summer.

“My offi ce is working with 
the Department of Transporta-
tion to identify options for re-
ducing traffi c congestion in the 
Allerton section of the Bronx. I 
am optimistic that DOT’s traf-
fi c study will result in a more 
fl uid traffi c pattern at the 
entrance to the Bronx River 
Parkway,” Councilman Ritchie 
Torres said. “I will be in com-
munication with DOT and com-
munity stakeholders to ensure 
the necessary measures are 
taken so that residents have an 
easier commute.”

Allerton traffi c snarl nightmare

Vidalia Park and Daly 
Avenue.

In addition to the 
Rosello shooting, Sep-
ulveda said a 26-year 
old man was shot in the 
head on Sunday, July 5 
around 3:30 a.m. as he 
drove down Daly Ave-
nue. According to police 
and published reports,

Dwight Jefferson, 26, 
was shot in the head as 
he was driving his con-
vertible with the top 
down. Jefferson then 
lost control of his ve-
hicle and drove up onto 
the sidewalk before 
crashing into a plywood 
construction barrier 
near East 180th Street. 
He was also taken to St. 
Barnabas Hospital and 
is listed in critical con-
dition, a NYPD spokes-
man confi  rmed.

The assemblyman 
has allocated capital 
funds for police cameras 
to be installed along this 
troubled corridor which 
are expected there by 
February.

Sepulveda has also 
been in contact with 
the 48th Precinct’s com-
manding offi cer about 
continuing the impact 
zone program and bring-
ing back community po-
licing for the commu-
nity.

He has also called for 
an increase in gun con-
trol to prevent the fl  ood 
of guns into New York. 
“The Bronx is bleeding 
and it’s our youngest 
citizens who are being 
affected the most,” he 
said. “We must come to-
gether as a community 
to put a stop to this vio-
lence.”

The assemblyman 
urges community mem-
bers to report illegal 
guns and suspicious 
activity to the NYPD’s 

Operation Gun Stop Pro-
gram. Started in 2001, Op-
eration Gun

Stop is privately funded 
by the New York City Po-
lice Foundation and has 
since led to over 5,500 ar-
rests and theremoval of 
3,350 illegal weapons from 
New York City streets.

Rewards of $1,000 

are available for anony-
mous tips phoned into 
1-866-GUN-STOP.

“If you know some-
one with a gun, call the 
NYPD’s Operation Gun 
Stop hotline so that we 
can remove as many guns 
from the street as possi-
ble. Too many times I’ve 
had to console mothers 

who have lost their chil-
dren to gun violence. It 
must come to an end.” the 
assemblyman expressed.

Anyone with informa-
tion about Rosello’s shoot-
ing is asked to call NYPD 
Crime Stoppers at (800) 
577-TIPS. All calls are 
kept strictly confi  den-
tial

Assemblyman Sepulveda consoles Yvonne Rodriguez as they stand beside the memorial to her 
slain son, Ray Rosello. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

W. Farms shooting sparks change
From Page 1

Without traffi c agents directing traffi c, the Bronx River Parkway en-
trance at Allerton Avenue becomes clogged, contributing to rush-
hour back up and accidents. 
 Photo courtesy of Bronx Park East Community Association

From Page 1
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“
For you or a loved one:

LET’S TALK 
ABOUT LIVING WITH
RELAPSING MS

“

Join us for an MS LIVING EVENT. 
Hear from MS experts and others who are living with 
MS. Plus, get some answers about dealing with MS
and information on an oral treatment.

When:
Tuesday, July 28, 2015
6:30PM Eastern

Where:
Zuppa Restaurant and Lounge
59 Main Street
Yonkers, NY 10701

Expert Speakers
Rene Elkin, MD
MC Clinic Bronx Lebanon Hospital

Call 1-866-703-6293 to reserve your space.
or register at mslivingevents.com

             EVENT ID: TR307346                                       US.MS.MSX.14.03.014

A MEAL WILL BE PROVIDED. FREE PARKING



BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Bronx is now home 

to an innovative educational 
opportunity.

For the remainder of the 
summer, Hayden Lord Park 
is playing host to the Ideas 
Box, a pop-up media center 
and library from Library 
Without Borders.

Brought to the Bronx 
through a partnership be-
tween local arts and educa-
tion non-profi t DreamYard, 
Library Without Borders 
and the New York Public Li-
brary, the media center will 
facilitate summer program-
ming in the park fi ve days a 
week.

The modular device con-
sists of six pieces that fi t 
squarely onto two standard 
European shipping pallets. 

The four main boxes in-
clude a component for lap-
tops, a library, a cinema 
screen and an IT component, 
while the other two boxes 
become tables and chairs.

The Ideas Box contains 
15 tablets and four laptops 
with a satellite Internet con-
nection, 50 e-readers with 
5000 e-books, 250 hard copy 
books, a cinema screen and 
projector with 100 fi lms, and 
board and video games.

The mobile media center 
was developed by French de-
signer Philippe Starck  for 
Libraries Without Borders 
to provide vulnerable popu-
lations, especially those in 
refugee camps, with access 
to culture and information, 
said Patrick Weil, president 
of Libraries Without Bor-
ders. 

To date, the Ideas Box 
has been used in Burundi 
and Jordan as well as by ab-
original communities in re-
mote areas of Australia. 

“These mobile centers 
have really been tools of and 
instruments of hope and 
connectivity for people in 
these camps,” said Alexan-
der Soros, whose foundation 
was an early supporter of 
the project.

He was delighted that 
DreamYard and the NYPL 
saw the box as an opportu-
nity to address needs closer 
to home.

“I think its really a testa-
ment to both the versatility 

of the Ideas Box as well as 
of these organizations in be-
ing able to recognize this,” 
said Soros.

 At the unveiling of the 
Ideas Box in Morris Heights, 
the fi rst use of it in the U.S., 
supporters gathered to cele-
brate the arrival of the proj-
ect in NYC.

“I’m truly inspired by 
the innovated genius of this 
project that will increase li-
brary access for New York-
ers who need it most,” said 
Public Advocate Letitia 
James. “This project shows 
our ability to solve real 
world problems in our city 
through design and innova-
tion.”

The core problem the 
media center and related 
programming seeks to ad-
dress is the disparity in 
educational programming 
young people in low-income 
neighborhoods receive in 
compared to their peers, 
who have access to camps 
and after school lessons in a 
variety of academic and cre-
ative subjects. 

The media center will 
allow for multidisciplinary 
programming run by in-
terns Tuesday-Saturday in 
the park.

“We can make a differ-
ence by investing in oppor-

tunities like this, where 
young people throughout 
the summer can be read-
ing and learning,” said Tim 
Lord, president of Dream-
Yard.

The interns, many of 
whom come from the neigh-
borhood, seemed as excited 
about the box as the kids 
who will benefi t from it. 

Karen DelaCruz, who 
grew up near by, said she 
didn’t have any opportuni-
ties that compared to the 
Ideas Box when she was 
a kid, and she hopes her 
younger neighbors take full 
advantage of it.

“I hope the Ideas Box 
teaches you that learning 
doesn’t stop when school 
does,” said DelaCruz.

Jesica Blandon said she 
struggled to get excited 
about learning until Dream-
Yard programming at her 
school introduced her to 
spoken word poetry, which 
she preformed at the un-
veiling. Finding a creative 
outlet changed her life, she 
said, and she thinks the op-
portunities afforded by the 
media center could do the 
same for younger kids in 
the neighborhood.

“I think that this can 
change the face of learn-
ing,” said Blandon.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

THE PROCESS  
IS QUICK,  

EASY,  
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS

Serving the 
community for  
over 50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!
Visit us online or
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

$50 . 

OFF
WHEN YOU MENTION 

BKWP

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

Innovative Ideas Box 
pops up in the ‘Heights’

Interns help local students explore the technology component of 
the Ideas Box, a pop-up media center and library, at Hayden Lord 
Park on Wednesday, July 15. 
 Community News Group / Jaime Williams
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“
For you or a loved one:

LET’S TALK 
ABOUT LIVING WITH
RELAPSING MS

“

Join us for an MS LIVING EVENT. 
Hear from MS experts and others who are living with 
MS. Plus, get some answers about dealing with MS
and information on an oral treatment.

When:
Tuesday, August 11, 2015
6:30PM Eastern

Where:
Zuppa Restaurant and Lounge
59 Main Street
Yonkers, NY 10701

Expert Speakers
Rene Elkin, MD
MC Center White Plains Hospital
Bronx Lebanon Hospital

Call 1-866-703-6293 to reserve your space.
or register at mslivingevents.com

             EVENT ID: TR307347                                       US.MS.MSX.14.03.014

A MEAL WILL BE PROVIDED. FREE PARKING
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Borough President Ruben Diaz 

Jr. announced $34 million in capi-
tal assistance funding allocations 
from the Fiscal Year 2016 city bud-
get, including numerous projects 
in the east Bronx. 

The borough president’s offi ce 
has made available to the Bronx 
Times a list of line items to be 
funded in community boards 9, 10, 
and 11. The capital budget dollars 
will go to schools, cultural insti-
tutions, parks, senior centers and 
other causes and projects. 

“I am proud to have been able 
to provide funding to so many 
worthy institutions, projects and 
purposes within the community 
in this year’s capital budget,” said 
Diaz in a statement.

According to James Rausse, 
director of capital programs for 
the borough president’s offi ce, the 
items funded will be added to the 
budgets of the appropriate city 
agencies by September or Octo-
ber. 

The allocations are made with 
collaboration and consultation 
with the borough’s city council 
delegation, said Rausse. 

Within Community Board 9’s 

communities, the James Monroe 
Senior Center on Story Avenue 
will receive $500,000 to expand 
its community center, and Kips 
Bay Boys and Girls Club will also 
receive $750,000 to expand their 
space. 

Allocations of $75,000 each have 
been made to Antonia Pantoja 
Prep Academy, Women’s Academy 
of Excellence and P.S. 100 for inter-
active White Boards or computers 
to enhance the learning experi-
ence. A STEM (Science, Technol-

ogy, Engineering and Mathemat-
ics) program at Bronx Compass 
High School, on the Adlai E. Ste-
venson Educational Campus, has 
seen a $50,000 allocation for com-
puter carts. 

“We are part of one of the poor-
est congressional districts in the 
country, and every dollar towards 
programming, infrastructure 
or community centers is a home 
run,” said William Rivera, Com-
munity Board 9 district manager, 
adding, after seeing a list of the al-

locations in his district, that every 
penny is well spent. 

In Community Board 10’s ser-
vice area, the borough president’s 
capital funding will boost educa-
tion, including computers and 
technology for P.S. 71, The Pelham 
Lab High School, Renaissance 
High School for Musical Theatre 
& Technology, Schuylerville Pre-
paratory High School, and P.S. 72.

“Through this year’s capi-
tal budget we are able to allocate 
funding to several projects in the 

Community Board 10 area and 
provide improvements includ-
ing technology upgrade, building 
renovations and the Bronx Stem 
Initiative at PS 71,” said Borough 
President Diaz. “It is truly a plea-
sure and proud moment to have 
been able to provide funding to 
these essential causes.” 

P.S. 392, the Delta School, in 
Throggs Neck will use $750,000 to 
renovate a play yard. 

In addition to schools, Borough 
President Diaz has earmarked 
$500,000 to repair storm damage 
at the Bartow-Pell Mansion Mu-
seum in Pelham Bay Park, and set 
aside $400,000 for renovations of a 
bank building at 2700 E. Tremont 
Avenue that is the future head-
quarters of Bronx Council on the 
Arts. 

Community Board 11 will see 
allocations of $150,000 for the con-
struction of a dog run in Bronx 
Park East near Lydig Avenue and 
$500,000 towards the reconstruc-
tion of Morris Park’s Loreto Park. 

According to borough presi-
dent’s statement, the funding in 
Loreto Park is for “new play equip-
ment, safety surfaces and several 
other improvements.” 

BP Diaz funds east Bronx projects 

Loreto Park with receive hundreds of thousands of dollars from Borough President Diaz’s capital budget allocation. 
 File photo

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Most gardens are boasting colorfol dis-

plays of blooming fl owers at this time of 
year,  but not on City Island’s Banta Lane.

The City Island Civic Association is 
searching for the owner of 179 Banta Lane, 
also known as 179 Hawkins Street, after re-
ceiving complaints from neighbors about 
the  vacant derelict structure and a variety 
of  vehicles left to rot beneath the out-of-con-
trol, overgrown brush. 

This property has been a point of con-
tention for approximately four years, said 
board members of the organization. 

The civic group had the the lower level 
of the vacant home sealed up in 2011, and is 
now trying to locate the owner to discuss 
clearing weeds and debris, and removing 
the rusting vehicles from the premises, said 
John Doyle, CICA corresponding secretary. 

The owner of the home, that is situated 
on a sleepy residential street, was sent a let-
ter from the CICA to his last known address 
in Throggs Neck. 

“As you may be aware, this property sits 
vacant, in poor condition and is currently be-
ing used as a dumping group for abandoned 
vehicles and construction equipment,” the 
letter stated.  “As you can imagine, having 

a property within our community sit totally 
vacant sends a terrible message about the 
condition of our neighborhood.” 

Citing a belief that an abandonded 
property can lend itself to “vandalism, va-
grants and other troublesome conditions,” 
as well as a depreciation of the values of 
other nearby properties, the CICA asked the 
owner to meet with the organization’s lead-
ership to discuss the matter. 

Unfortunately, said Doyle, the letter was 
returned to the sender, but he believes that 
the owner may still be living nearby. 

They are reaching out to the media with 
the hope that he sees the coverage and con-
tacts the CICA. He can reach the organiza-
tion at city.island.civic@gmail.com. 

There is garbage, as well as derelict ve-
hicles at the location, and the top fl oor of the 
structure is wide open, said a City Islander 
with knowledge of the property.

“It is more than an eyesore,” said the res-
ident, who did not wish to be identifi ed. “It is 
really becoming a health hazard.” 

The CICA president, Bill Stanton, said 
that when properties are not maintained, a 
meeting between the owner and the commu-
nity group can help rectify the problem. 

“It is obviously an eyesore,” he said of 

the location. “As president of the City Island 
Civic Association, I want City Island to be as 
idyllic as possible.”

The site had become an underage hang-
out before its lower level was sealed. which 
is always a concern,  said Doyle.

The Department of Buildings and Sanita-
tion Department recently visited 179 Hawk-
ins Street. 

As of press time, there was an open DOB 
complaint regarding “several vehicles be-

ing stored on the side and rear yard the 
property.” 

The corresponding secretary said he 
was hopeful that the Sanitation Department 
would soon clean up the location at the own-
er’s expense. 

The owner is listed on DOB and Depart-
ment of Finance documents as Dominick 
Mincieli. 

Attempts to reach Mincieli before press 
time were unsuccessful. 

Search begins for derelict 
property owner

This property at 179 Banta Lane, also known as 179 Hawkins Street, on City Island, is a cause of concern 
for the local civic association, which has worked to get it sealed and cleaned. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The interim president 

of Hostos Community 
College since August 2014 
was recently selected 
as the college’s seventh 
president. 

David Gomez, the new 
Hostos president, has 
over four decades of ser-
vice and experience in 
the City University of 
New York system and its 
community colleges. 

A firm believer in the 
community college move-
ment, Gomez said that he 
would lead the institu-
tion as changes and de-
velopment in the south-
ern part of the borough 
create challenges and 
also opportunities for its 
residents. 

“The challenge for 
this institution moving 
forward is to embrace 
the changes taking place 
in the Bronx in a posi-
tive way,” said Gomez, 
adding that in viewing 
the changes in the south 
Bronx, he will empower 
people to ‘move up’ in-

stead of moving out. 
From its humble be-

ginnings in a closed tire 
factory building in 1968 
to a sprawling campus 
along the Grand Con-
course at East 149th 
Street today, Gomez, who 
holds a Doctor of Educa-
tion Degree, believes that 
what is perhaps unique 
to Hostos Community 
College compared with 
otherschools around the 
country is its close syn-
ergistic relationship to 
the community. 

Indeed, Gomez said 
that he feels that the 
bonds forged when the 
community fought Hos-
tos’ potential closure 
during New York City’s 
1970s fiscal crisis created 
a sense of community  
‘ownership’ of the insti-
tution of higher learning 
that he does not believe 
exists in the same way 
at any of more than 100 
community colleges he 
has visited around the 
country. 

“There is a synergy 

between the community 
and the college that I 
don’t think exists any-
where else,” the college 

president said. “This is 
an institution that’s not 
merely ‘in’ the commu-
nity, but ‘of’ the commu-

nity.” 
The new president 

said that Hostos should 
continue to focus on its 
Allied Health Career 
Pipeline Program, as 
well the media and tech-
nology fields. 

A partnership with Le-
hman College to facilitate 
Hostos graduates pursu-
ing bachelor degrees is 
also a focus, he said. 

Gomez said he contin-
ues to be inspired by the 
students he sees at Hos-
tos, many of whom have 
to deal with students’ 
issues that become in-
tensified in the college’s 
Melrose location: home-
lessness, raising two or 
three children while at-
tending college, and jug-
gling several jobs. 

“It is an extraordinary 
struggle for them, and I 
am extremely proud and 
in awe of what they do,” 
he said of the students at 
the college, adding that 
many face extraordinary 
challenges. 

The president added 

that he is not given to 
speaking in hyperbole, 
noting that the chal-
lenges many of the stu-
dents face are real.

Gomez is committed to 
making sure that the col-
lege experience of Hostos 
students is no different 
from that of college stu-
dents anywhere else in 
the country. 

He said he will work 
to ensure that Hostos 
students will receive the 
same quality and aca-
demic rigor that CUNY 
students should and do 
receive.  

This is Gomez’s sec-
ond stint at CUNY Hos-
tos, having worked at the 
college from 1974 to 1986, 
but said that until his 
appointment as interim 
president in August 2014, 
he had not set foot back on 
the campus in decades. 
He had been an admin-
stratior in a variety of 
capacities at other CUNY 
institutions around the 
city before rising to his 
current position. 

Gómez named 7th Hostos Community College president

David Gómez, Hostos Community College president, was appointed 
to the board of trustees on Monday, June 29. 
 Photo courtesy of Hostos Community College

BY ROBERT WIRSING
As an annual display 

of solidarity, thousands of 
Bronxites will join local law 
enforcement offi cials for this 
year’s 32nd annual National 
Night Out Against Crime set 
for Tuesday, August 4.

During that evening, the 
borough’s 12 precincts and 
two police service areas cov-
ering public housing will 
host family-friendly carnival 
festivities at varying hours 
while sharing important 
crime prevention advice. 

Partnering with the 49th 
Precinct and the 49th Pre-
cinct Community Council, 
Neighborhood Development 
Initiatives Corp. will hold its 
11th annual NNOAC at the 
Great Lawn of Pelham Park-
way North between Wallace 
and Barnes avenues from 6 
to 9 p.m.

The free community 
event will see elected offi -

cials, law enforcement agen-
cies, fi re fi ghters, city agen-
cies and community-based 
organizations in attendance 
building neighborhood 
unity, strengthening police-
community partnerships, 
raising awareness of police 
programs in communities 
and bringing police and 
neighbors together under 
positive circumstances.

“This year, we’re coming 
up on 11 years and we want 
to help strengthen the ties 
between community mem-
bers and the local organiza-
tions which help them,” said 
Valete Graham, NIDC Devel-
opment/Communications 
associate. “This is meant to 
help raise awareness of the 
local opportunities the ma-
jority of community mem-
bers may not be completely 
aware of.”

Festivities will include 
a live musical performance 

from Just Nuts, a dance per-
formance by the Albanian 
Entertainers, free amuse-
ment rides, free give-a ways, 
free refreshments and slush-
ies as well as cotton candy 
and pop corn for guests to 
enjoy throughout the eve-
ning.

NNOAC also allows com-
munity members to speak 
with their elected offi cials, 
Bronx borough offi cers, 
NYPD police units, local fi re 
fi ghters, U.S. Armed Forces 
members, the New York City 
FBI, representatives from 
United Health Care, Health 
First and AARP among 
many other organizations.

Free information on 
crime prevention, volun-
teer community patrols, the 
Bronx District Attorney’s 
offi ce, community organiza-
tions and homeland security 
will be available for guests.

The 49th Precinct will be 

providing bicycle registra-
tion and cell phone and tab-
let registration services. 

“We try to keep everyone 
entertained with great mu-
sic and fun activities, but 
we also help provide them 
with important information 
they should know about like 
crime prevention and health 
care options,” said Hazel 
Muira, NDIC Housing and 
Community Development 
director and 49th Precinct 
Community Council trea-
surer.

Community-based orga-
nizations looking to attend 

should contact Hazel Muira 
at (718) 231-9800 ext. 11 by 
Monday, July 27 if they wish 
to participate.

The 45th Precinct’s 
NNOAC will take place at 
Co-op City’s main Greenway 
from 6 to 11 p.m. and features 
an outdoor screening of ‘The 
Amazing Spider-Man 2’.

According to Michelle 
Sajous, Riverbay Corp. di-
rector, the event is a collabo-
ration between the 45th Pre-
cinct and the 45th Precinct 
Community Council, Assem-
blyman Michael Benedetto, 
Riverbay Corp. and Fidelis 

Care featuring free hot dogs 
and drinks, a bouncy castle, 
prizes, raffl es and commu-
nity organizations sharing 
their resources with guests 
and residents. 

“It’s a wonderful event 
for people to meet with their 
local police offi cers and 
community organizations 
wanting to sharing their 
resources with others,” she 
said.    

Community organiza-
tions wishing to participate 
at NNOAC should contact 
Sajous at (718) 320-3300 ext. 
3532 prior to Friday, July 31.

National Night Out 
Against Crime set

Pelham Parkway community members at last year’s National Night Out Against Crime participated in 
a multitude of fun, engaging events such as rock wall climbing pictured here. 
 Photo courtesy of Neighborhood Initiatives Development Corporation





ground parking area for approxi-
mately 40 cars,  as well as a recre-
ation area, common room and a 
study room for kids and students.

“This building is a step in the 
right direction towards availabil-
ity and improvements of housing 
for residents in the Bronx and it 
will be good for the neighborhood,” 
said Billy Schur, president of Schur 
Management Company, who said 
his vision of developing the Bronx 
began with his grandfather, who 
had a long-tenured history of work-
ing in the borough as a developer. 

“This will prove to be a great 
project and I would like to thank 
my family, Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr., our co-sponsors, 
which includes NYC Department 
of Housing Preservation and De-
velopment, NYC Housing Devel-
opment Corporation, Capital One 
Bank and Hudson Capital, as well 
as everybody else for their involve-
ment and support,” he said

Schur Management Company’s 
new project has also gained a posi-

tive reception and response from 
local political leaders such as Diaz, 
Senator Gustavo Rivera and As-
semblyman Victor Pichardo, who 
were all in attendance.

Diaz, who spoke at the press 
conference, allocated  $500,000 to 
the project.

“I am so happy for Billy and his 
family and I want to congratulate 
them on this wonderful future de-
velopment,” said Diaz. “This site, 
located within walking distance of 
the Grand Concourse, will be a tre-
mendous asset to the community 
and will attract residents as well as 
retail and commercial businesses. 
It will also lead to receiving proper 
funding for more improvements in 
the neighborhood.”

“The Bronx is coming back - 
there’s no better way to say it,” said 
Councilman Fernando Cabrera. 
“With these types of developments, 
the Bronx is showing that it can 
not only build, but that it can also 
teach and demonstrate for other 
neighborhoods and communities 
how to do the same thing.”
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Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!

A rendering of 2030 Creston Avenue, which will include residential, retail and commercial 
space. Photo courtesy of Schur Management Company, Ltd.

Groundbreaking held for 
Creston Avenue housing

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

from Page 1

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A group of local students 

have recently become award-
winning authors.

In Spring 2014, the 4th 
grade class at Christ the King 
Elementary School on the 
Grand Concourse self-pub-
lished ‘De Donde Vengo Yo 
(Where I’m From): Poems of 
Pride,’ with the help of author 
Nancy Arroyo Ruffi n.

The book has now won 
the ‘Best Book Written by a 
Youth’ award at the Latino 
Literacy Now International 
Latino Book Awards.

The book grew organi-
cally out of a writing prompt 
from a work of Arroyo Ruffi n, 
a friend of the school’s, said 
principal Tara Braswell. 

The author then agreed to 
help the students refi ne their 
poems, which express pride 
in their ancestry, and gifted 
the printing of the book to the 
school.

“She likes to give back to 
the community,” said Bras-
well about Arroyo Ruffi n, 
who was also the one to sub-

mit the book for the award.
The author and the prin-

cipal share a commitment 
to promoting writing among 
youth, said Braswell.

In the end, seeing their 

work published in a book was 
extremely gratifying for the 
students, she said.

“It made them feel like 
they accomplished something 
major in their lives.”

The students also got 
something out of writing 
about their heritage, she said.

“For them to put it in writ-
ing and say this is who I am, 
this is where I came from, it’s 
a sense of pride.”

The project was such a 
success that Braswell decided 
to make the book a yearly en-
deavour. She’s incorporated 
the poetry lessons into the 
curriculum, and each 4th 
grade class will end the year 
with a published book, which 
the school raises money to 
print. 

This year’s book is ‘Quien 
Soy Yo: Who I am,’ and both 
are available for purchase on 
Amazon.com. All proceeds go 
to support the school.

It was valuable for stu-
dents to explore and express 
their identity, said Braswell, 
as they often lose their sense 

of self when they enter middle 
school.

But just as valuable is get-
ting the kids excited about 
writing, and creating the 
book is a great tool to struc-

ture lessons around, which 
Arroyo Ruffi n and other au-
thors get involved with.

“We want to give the kids 
a sense of how to be good writ-
ers,” said Braswell.

Without strong reading 
and writing skills, students 
will struggle in other areas, 
said Braswell.

“You’ve got to start with 
the foundations.”

Students’ poetry book wins award

The 4th grade class of 2014 posed with the book they published and their journals, alongside principal 
Tara Braswell and author Nancy Arroyo Ruffi n. Courtesy of Christ the King school

The student’s book of poetry 
won the “Best Book Written by 
a Youth” award at the Latino 
Literacy Now International La-
tino Book Awards. Courtesy of 
Christ the King school
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www.amandabearpartyrentals.com
Email: amandabearpartyr@aol.com

We Also Have:

Balloons For All Occasions
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