
BY ROBERT WIRSING
A once vacant lot on Walton 

Avenue will now provide home-
less veterans and young people 
with a new lease on life. 

On Tuesday, July 7, the New 
York City Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development 
and New York City Mayor’s Offi ce 
of Veterans’ Affairs joined Jer-
icho Project, B & B Supportive and 
other partners in announcing the 
construction of Walton Avenue, 
Jericho’s largest-to-date veterans 
and supportive housing residence 
in the borough. 

Located at 2065 Walton Avenue, 
the new 90-unit residence will be 
built on a 7,500-square foot par-
cel within close proximity to the 
Burnside Avenue shopping area. 

It will cost  approximately $30.6 
million to construct.

The residence is fi nanced un-
der Mayor de Blasio’s Housing 
New York: A Five-Borough, 10-
Year Housing Plan which aims to 
create and preserve 200,000 units 
of affordable housing and has re-
ceived additional fi nancial sup-
port from HPD, Bank of Amer-
ica, NYC Employee Retirement 
System, New York State Energy 
Research and Development Au-
thority, New York State Offi ce of 
Temporary and Disability Assis-
tance, the Home Depot Founda-
tion and Citi.   

Working with B & B Support-
ive LLC, Walton Avenue is Jer-
icho’s eighth supportive housing 
residence, its third veterans resi-
dence and its fi rst residence for 
young adults focusing on the vul-
nerable LGBT population.

“This is a landmark mo-
ment for Jericho Project as we 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
It will be ‘lights-camera-ac-

tion’ as a fi lm studio plans to set 
up shop in Port Morris. 

Silvercup Studios announced 
that it would invest $35 million 
in the creation of a new studio 
complex called Silvercup North, 
transforming an existing modern 
warehouse at Locust Avenue and 
140th Street into a full service, 
115,000 square foot production fa-
cility. 

The project would create an 
estimated 400 production jobs, as 
well as an additional 80 to 100 con-
struction jobs, according to initial 
estimates. 

“The Bronx is an incredible 
place of opportunity,” said Stuart 
Suna, president of Silvercup, add-
ing that the borough offers a good 
value in terms of real estate prices 
and good transportation. 

“We believe in the renaissance 
and future of the Bronx and New 
York City,” he said, adding that 
the new production facility in Port 
Morris could also lead to more on-
location fi lming in places around 
the borough, as many television 
shows do between 30% and 50% 
of their fi lming on location, often 
near their home studio. 

Silvercup Studios, founded in 

BY ROBERT WIRSING 
AND PATRICK ROCCHIO

Another woman has been as-
saulted in Throggs Neck, police 
said.

According to a NYPD spokes-
man, a 22-year old woman was 
assaulted on Thursday, June 25, 
at 2:15 a.m. in front of 197 Swin-
ton Avenue. 

The assault comes on the 
heels of an attack on another 
young woman on Hollywood Av-
enue near Barkley Avenue.

In the Swinton Avenue inci-
dent, the victim screamed when 
she was grabbed and then was 
pushed to the ground by the as-
sailant who fl ed the scene, po-
lice reported.

She did not get a clear look at 
her attacker to make a positive 
identifi cation, according to po-
lice.

Police said the woman did 
not require any medical at-

tention following the incident 
which has been classifi ed as an 
‘assault”’

Wayne Tierney, who lives 
near where the incident was re-
ported, said that he wanted to 
alert his neighbors after learn-
ing what happened from the vic-
tim herself.

He expressed concern about 
women who can become vic-
tims of an attack when coming 
home late or walking their dog 
at night. 

“I am a life-long Throggs 
Neck resident and we seldom 
have these types of incidents,” 
said Tierney.

He said that the victim 
alerted neighbors to the inci-
dent so that they would be more 
vigilant. 

This assault comes four days 
shy of a similar incident that oc-
curred on Saturday, June 21 at 
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Co-op City Block Party
Hundreds turned out for the annual Co-op City block party and fi reworks 
on July 3. For more photos from the celebration. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Film studio expands
to Port Morris area
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1-866-586-8044 • TTY/TDD 1-800-662-1220
agewellnewyork.com

Medicare Advantage and Long Term Care Plans 
• Medicare Advantage Plans - Designed to meet the needs of individuals 

with Medicare and those with both Medicare and Medicaid. We have a variety 
of plan options and a large network of quality doctors and providers in the 
communities where you live. 

• Managed Long Term Care Plan (MLTC) - Health and long term care services 
at home or in the community for those who are chronically ill or disabled.

• FIDA - Fully Integrated Duals Advantage Plan for those with Medicare and 
Medicaid, and those with long term care needs, to help manage all your 
providers and services under one managed care plan.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The city Department of 

Transportation has moved fast 
to install an ‘all-way’ stop sign 
outside a school on the heels of 
calls for greater traffi c controls 
at a central Bronx intersection. 

Following an incident in 
May where a motorist outside 
of Belmont’s Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel School struck a school 
crossing guard, elected offi cials 
and community activists lauded 
the installation of the two new 
stop signs on East 188th Street.

The signs create an all-way 
stop at Bathgate Avenue and 
East 188 Street, adjacent to the 
school and playground, and 
should calm traffi c at the inter-
section, offi cials said. 

Councilman Ritchie Tor-
res joined DOT Bronx Com-
missioner Constance Moran 
to celebrate the development 
– a change in direction for the 
agency after it went back and 
further studied traffi c fl ow at 
the location just outside the 
Bronx’ Little Italy.

“Public Safety is a core func-
tion of government; our job is 
to protect people from violence, 
including vehicular violence,” 

said the councilman. “Working 
with Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce 
and members of the commu-
nity, we were able to get DOT to 
install an all-way stop sign.” 

Councilman Torres and 
Commissioner Moran vis-
ited the site with the media on 
Thursday, July 2, and the coun-
cilman said that he could al-
ready see that cars were slow-
ing down most of the time. The 
change had been in place for 
about a week. 

Normally a request like the 
one for the intersection takes 
about seven months to process, 
but this request took only about 
a month, said the councilman. 

“Given that it is near a 
school, it is going to make their 
children safer,” said Torres, 
adding that the community 
should be pleased with the safer 
intersection, and that parents 
at the school concerned about 
pedestrian safety could not be 
happier. 

The councilman said that he 
had learned that many motor-
ists are using East 188th Street 
to avoid traffi c on East Ford-
ham Road. 

He and his constituents had 

seized on the opportunity to 
make the intersection safer, he 
added. 

Commissioner Moran said 
that DOT’s in-house team had 
studied the intersection in the 
past, but came back to take an-
other look after conditions had 
changed. 

“Our traffi c signal people 
came back out and did addi-
tional counts,” said Moran, 
adding “The traffi c fl ow is quite 
heavy…we are happy to see peo-
ple actually stopping at the stop 
sign.”

When school opens in Sep-
tember, the children who at-
tend Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
School should be a lot safer, she 
added. 

DOT is always willing to go 
back and look at intersections 
to see if traffi c patterns have 
changed, said Moran. 

In a statement, Senator Jeff 
Klein confi rmed he had worked 
with Councilman Torres to en-
sure that the new signs were in-
stalled at the intersection. 

In addition to the stop signs, 
new crosswalk markings were 
painted at the intersection, a 
DOT spokeswoman said. 

Belmont intersection calmed

City Department of Transportation Bronx Commissioner Constance Moran and 
Councilman Ritchie Torres celebrated the installation of an ‘all-way’ stop sign at 
Bathgate Avenue and East 188th Street on Thursday, July 2. The traffi c control 
measure comes after a car at the intersection struck a school crossing guard in 
May. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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2:15 a.m., the same time of 
night, in which a 22-year 
old Throggs Neck woman 
was ambushed outside 
her home near Hollywood 
and Barkley avenues.

As previously reported 
by the Bronx Times, the 
woman was walking home 
from her job at Villa Bar-
one Manor, a few blocks 
away, and was forcibly 
grabbed from behind by 
a man described as being 
5-foot, 10-inches tall and 
about 27-years old. 

He was decribed as 
wearing all black and 
alledgely warned the vic-
tim to shut up.

The suspect wrapped 
his arm around the vic-
tim’s throat and held his 
hand over her mouth to 
muffl e her screams for 
help. 

Classifi ed originally 
as ‘harassment’, this inci-
dent is now listed as ‘crim-
inal obstruction of breath-
ing’, a felony charge. 

A wanted poster of the 
suspect has been distrib-
uted by the 45th.

According to the vic-
tim’s father, Richard Um-

lauft, his daughter was 
able to knock her assail-
ant down the stairs and 
scream for help.

The suspect ran back 
up the stairs and at-
tempted to pull Umlauft’s 
daughter back down 
again, but she held onto 
the door handle, thwart-
ing the attack.  

According to her father, 
the suspect was caught on 
four security cameras in-
cluding a camera across 
the street from his home,  
which had footage of the 
suspect running up the 
stairs and then back down  
before taking off toward 
Barkley Avenue.

Umlauft said, “We 
wanted this story out be-
cause we defi nitely don’t 
want to see another young 
lady attacked or injured.”    

Local community ac-
tivist John Marano said 
that he would reach out 
to the 45th Precinct to see 
if there were any develop-
ments in the two investi-
gations.

“This brings to light 
the fact that we do have 
situations like this in our 
area,” he said. 

“Because this is a low-
crime area, it does not 
mean that we don’t need 
a larger police presence,” 
he added. “I will continue 
to be very vocal with the 
police department re-
garding the problems we 
do have here and that we 
need more police attention 
(in the 45th Precinct).” 
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Security footage of the suspect involved in an assault that occurred on Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 a.m. 
between Hollywood and Barkley avenues. Photo courtesy of the Umlauft Family

2nd woman attacked by stalker

Police are looking for this man 
who ambushed a 22-year old 
Throggs Neck woman outside 
of her home on Sunday, June 21 
at 2:15 a.m. 
 Photo courtesy of the Umlauft 
Family

from Page 1

1983, currently operates in 
Long Island City, producing 
fi lms and numerous movies 
and television shows, in-
cluding hits like Sex in the 
City, 30 Rock, Gossip Girl 
and The Sopranos, as well 
as dozens of motion pic-
tures. Production compa-
nies rent the studio space. 

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. and the Bronx 
Overall Economic Develop-
ment Corporation helped 
facilitate the deal, as did 
Governor Cuomo, Mayor 
de Blasio and the Mayor’s 
Offi ce of Film, Theater and 
Broadcasting. 

“My offi ce has been 
working to expand the fi lm 
industry in the Bronx for 
several years, and we are 
thrilled to welcome Silver-
cup Studios to the mainland 
and their new home in Port 
Morris,” said Borough Pres-
ident Diaz. “This expansion 
will not only bring new jobs 

and economic development 
to our borough, it will also 
help us continue to rebrand 
our borough and showcase 
the transformative develop-
ment we have seen over the 
past decade.” 

Marlene Cintron, presi-
dent of BOEDC, said that 
the studio space was origi-
nally built as a warehouse. 
She  believes that Silvercup 
was attracted to it by its 50-
foot ceilings which will al-
low for building taller sets 
and higher camera angles. 

“It is a game changer,” 
said Cintron of the eco-
nomic impact. “If you look 
to see what Silvercup did 
in Long Island City, their 
presence was a catalyst for 
turning a very sleepy com-
munity into a very vibrant 
one.” 

As far as economic de-
velopment, Cintron said 
that the facility should cre-
ate jobs both through direct 
investment and ancillary 

positions related to support-
ing operations.

She anticipates that new 
studio jobs will be available 
to borough residents, and 
said she believes the exist-
ing workforce will need to 
grow.

She will encourage local 
hiring, and said that many 
of the jobs typically offered 
can start at $40 an hour and 
have union representation. 

The former Murray 
Feiss property that Silver-
cup is taking was originally 
slated to be home to Smith 
Electric, an electric truck 
manufacturer that was to 
have set up shop in the bor-
ough in an expansion that 
did not come to fruition. 

She also confi rmed that 
the development of a fi lm 
studio in Soundview by 
York Studios on an 11-acre 
site off Bronx River Avenue 
is on track, and that a third 
fi lm studio is also exploring 
a location in the borough. 

Silvercup Studios will take up residence in a former Murray Feiss building on Willow Avenue that was 
slated to be the new home to Smith Electric Trucks. That deal never materalized.

Film studio expands to Port Morris
from Page 1
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Not in our back yard.
That’s the message from residents of Bay-

chester who joined Councilman Andy King 
to protest the planned placement of a juvenile 
detention center on Bruner Avenue.

Dozens of residents gathered on the side-
walk in front of the project with King chanting 
“Save our community” and “shut it down.”

The planned Limited Secure Placement 
facility, run by the Administration of Chil-
dren’s Services, will house adolescents who 
were arrested before they turned 16-years-old 
for committing an act that would have been a 
crime if they were an adult, according to in-
formation provided by ACS.

But the residential neighborhood is not 
zoned for a ‘I-3’ classifi ed institutional facility, 
said King, and he implored the Department of 
Buildings to review the approval process. 

The councilman said ACS is fl outing the 
zoning laws and threatening the safety of the 
mostly residential community with a busy 
park nearby.

“Things can and will happen when you 
have a secured facility place in a residential 
neighborhood,” said King.

One homeowner on the block who has 
lived in the community for 58 years spoke out 
against the planned facility because of safety 
concerns.

“This is not the place,” Adrienne Smalls. 
“We don’t want this here.”

Fr. Richard Gorman, chairman of commu-
nity board 12, asked the city agencies to con-
sider how the plans would negatively affect 
the block.

“See the well-kept houses, the amount of 
love time and money that’s gone into making 
this a beautiful community,” he said.

The district leader of 83rd assembly dis-
trict, Jamaal Bailey, spoke as a concerned 
resident and father.

“Not in a residential neighborhood,” he 
said about the facility. “We cannot put these 
children at risk.”

He said the area was over-concentrated 
with city-funded facilities and shelters.

“This neighborhood needs to stop being 
used as a dumping ground.”

King said his offi ce will continue to press 
ACS and DOB to reverse their decisions to 
place the facility on the residential block.

The planned facility is part of the state’s 
Close to Home initiative, which allows young 
people adjudicated in family court to be placed 
in or near New York City under the care of 
the ACS, where they will receive educational 
credits toward graduation in NYC Depart-

ment of Education schools, reside close to 
their communities enabling their families to 
be part of the rehabilitation process, and ben-
efi t from aftercare services that are tailored 
to the strengths and needs of the young people 
and their families, according to ACS.

The programs have a 1 to 3 staffi ng ratio, 
and  LSP facilities will be locked and will have 
multiple safety and security measures both to 
protect residents and to ensure the safety of 
the surrounding community,  ACS notes. 

“ACS’ goal for this, as well as all other 
Limited Secure Placement facilities, is to 
provide a safe, stable, and close-knit residen-
tial environment for young people to receive 
residential rehabilitation services while in 
our care, while also ensuring the safety of 
residents and the surrounding community,” 
A statement from the agency read. “We will 
continue outreach to community leaders and 
elected offi cials to ensure that their questions 
or concerns are addressed.” 

A spokesperson for the Department of 
Buildings said the development is “as-of-
right.”

“The plans for the project at this location 
were reviewed and determined to be in com-
pliance with the NYC Constructions Codes 
and the Zoning Resolution. 

“The Department will continue to work 
with the community in regards to any con-
cerns related to code compliance or safety is-
sues at this site,” the spokesperson promised.

King protests Bruner detention center 

Councilman Andy King rallies local residents in front of 3030 Bruner Avenue to protest the planned 
juvenile dentention center at the location. Community News Group / Jaime Williams

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Bronxites heading for some sun and surf 

next month can do so in classic style on a 
Nostalgia Ride to Orchard Beach - by rail 
and bus. 

The special one-day event, will feature 
WWI-era subway cars and a fl eet of vintage 
buses dating back to 1949, making tracks on 
Saturday, August 8 from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m.

Hosted by the New York Transit Mu-
seum, this journey through time allows 
guests to travel as their elders might have 
in decades past.

According to a NYTM spokesperson, 
the Nostalgia Train departs from Grand 
Central Station at 11 a.m. sharp traveling 
south to the Brooklyn Bridge before travel-
ing north via the 4 and 6 lines to Pelham Bay 
Park and arriving there by 11:30 a.m.

The Orchard Beach nostalgia train will 
be a “Low-Voltage” train built between 1916 
and 1925 for service on the IRT line.

The NYTM spokesperson explained Lo-
V’s get their name from the motorman’s 
master controller which used 32-volt batter-
ies to control the train’s propulsion rather 
than the 600 volts used in earlier IRT equip-
ment. 

Nearly 1,200 Lo-V cars travelled the New 
York subway and were among the last cars 
owned by the IRT before the city took con-
trol of the subway system in 1940.      

Once at Pelham Bay Park, visitors can 

take a relaxing stroll through the park or 
jump aboard the museum’s vintage buses to 
Orchard Beach and City Island for some fun 
in the sun.

The museum is steward to more than 20 
retired vehicles housed at depots through-
out the city and its collection most notably 
includes the iconic ‘Jackie Gleason Bus’ 
and the fi rst ever air-conditioned bus in the 
country.

The buses featured at this year’s Nostal-
gia Ride refl ect more than half a century 
of transit innovations such as sliding win-
dows, push exit doors, air conditioning and 
power steering.

In previous years, the Nostalgia Ride in-
cluded a vintage train ride to Pelham Bay 
Park and then a vintage bus ride to Orchard 
Beach as the sole destination, but this year 
vintage buses will mark the fi rst time they 
will be taking guests to visit City Island.   

For the trip home, buses will begin to 
shuttle back from Orchard Beach at 3 p.m. 
and will depart promptly from the Pelham 
Bay Park Station at 4:30 p.m. 

The train will travel down to Brooklyn 
Bridge via the 4 and 6 lines and then back up 
to Grand Central Terminal and will make 
the stops at 125th Street, 86th Street, 59th 
Street, Grand Central Terminal – south-
bound, Brooklyn Bridge and Grand Central 
Terminal – northbound.    

“We love the idea of bringing people from 

all fi ve boroughs to destinations all over the 
city and the Bronx is one of our favorite 
places to go,” Elyse Newman, NYTM Educa-
tion Manager said. 

“For those who don’t live in the Bronx 
this is a great opportunity to visit a beauti-
ful beach and an island that they may not 
otherwise visit. Our subway riders also sup-
port local businesses through shopping, 
dining and visiting other cultural institu-
tions at our Nostalgia Ride destinations,” 
she added.

“Nostalgia Rides like this one are great 
for all those who have experienced riding 

in these vehicles before and it’s good for a 
person who did not grow up in those eras to 
see what life was like back then. People to-
day can get a feel of the past and better un-
derstand what their parents and grandpar-
ents experienced when they were their age,” 
Lloyd Ultan, Bronx Borough Historian.

The NYTM spokesperson said tickets 
will be on sale until the evening before the 
ride and advanced tickets are required as 
none will be sold at the door. 

For tickets and more information about 
this event, visit www.mta.info/museum/
programs.

Nostalgia Ride to Orchard Beach, CI

Residents board a vintage bus at last year’s ‘Nostalgia Ride’ at Orchard Beach. Photo by New York Transit 
Museum/ James Giovan
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS
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COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!
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Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
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Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
It appears that the group protesting a mo-

tel being constructed along Bruckner Boule-
vard will get a sit-down meeting with top De-
partment of Buildings offi cials. 

The Castle Hill Neighborhood Betterment 
Association has been up in arms over the past 
year about technical issues they believe make 
plans for a new motel contrary to the zoning 
and other rules at 2338 Bruckner Boulevard. 

After a protest in front of Department 
of Buildings headquarters in Manhattan 
on Tuesday, June 30, DOB is going to make 
available key personnel to meet soon with the 
group to review technical details relating to 
the construction plans, said CHBA leaders. 

Meanwhile, construction on the Days Inn 
motel is continuing after a Stop Work Order 
was lifted in January. 

CHNBA vice-president Fernando Penate 
said that his group believes that the construc-
tion is violating zoning and multiple dwell-
ings regulations, as well as not being com-
pliant with the Americans With Disabilities 
Act. 

“The goal is the meeting will yield some-
thing and they will reinstate the stop work 
order,” said Penate. “We hope it will yield 
something positive for the community and be 
a vindication of our efforts.”

Penate, who is an architect, said that based 
on the group’s interpretation of the New York 
City Zoning Resolution, the project’s six-foot 
setback is not to code. They believe the DOB 
regulations require a 20-foot setback. 

The group received vague information 
from DOB in response to a letter as to why 
the Stop Work Order was lifted, said CHNBA 
president Hector Soto. 

“They never responded to the legal issues 
and the general concerns,” said Soto, adding 
that the DOB’s original response seemed to 
be dismissive. 

For its part, DOB confi rmed that the 
agency will soon be meeting with the CHNBA 
association, and according to Penate, the in-

vitation by DOB was made shortly after the 
protest and after representatives from the 
community group hand delivered a letter to 
the DOB commissioner’s offi ce.   

“The Department will continue to work 
with the community should safety or compli-
ance concerns arise at this work site,” a DOB 
spokesman stated. 

However, the DOB spokesman also stated 
in an email that a full audit was conducted at 
the worksite, which itself was the scene of ral-
lies and picketing in 2014. 

 “Following concerns from local residents, 
the department conducted a full audit of this 
project,” stated the DOB spokesman. “After 
the applicant resolved objections related to 
the audit, the plans were determined to be in 
full compliance with all applicable construc-
tion codes and the NYC Zoning Resolution, 
and the job was permitted to move forward.”

According to Soto, the group has serious 
questions as to what the motel could become 
if its business plan is not profi tible. 

It is not clear whether or not it can be a 
destination motel, or simply a short-stay, ‘hot-
sheet’ motel or even a shelter, as happened at 
the nearby Capri Whitestone Hotel in Ferry 
Point, he indicated. 

In a statement, Senator Jeff Klein said that 
he stands with many of the local residents 
who feel that the establishment may not bring 
anything good into the community, and those 
who believe it has no place there.

 “The DOB has green-lit a project without 
proper review of the violations it presents, 
and continues to ignore the voice of the Castle 
Hill community,” Klein said. 

Klein added that he believes that motel 
and hotel projects going forward should be 
subject to community review as a matter of 
law. 

A residential community abuts the site, 
CHNBA offi cials explained. 

Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda and Coun-
cilwoman Annabel Palma have been support-
ive of the CHNBA’s efforts. 

Senator Jeff Klein stands with members of the Castle Hill Neighborhood Betterment Association at a 
protest outside of the Manhattan headquarters of the NYC Department of Buildings on Tuesday, June 
30. DOB has now agreed to meet with CHNBA. Photo courtesy of Senator Klein’s offi ce

CHNBA to meet with 
DOB about motel
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“
For you or a loved one:

LET’S TALK 
ABOUT LIVING WITH
RELAPSING MS

“

Join us for an MS LIVING EVENT. 
Hear from MS experts and others who are living with 
MS. Plus, get some answers about dealing with MS
and information on an oral treatment.

When:
Tuesday, July 28, 2015
6:30PM Eastern

Where:
Zuppa Restaurant and Lounge
59 Main Street
Yonkers, NY 10701

Expert Speakers
Rene Elkin, MD
MC Clinic Bronx Lebanon Hospital

Call 1-866-703-6293 to reserve your space.
or register at mslivingevents.com

             EVENT ID: TR307346                                       US.MS.MSX.14.03.014

A MEAL WILL BE PROVIDED. FREE PARKING
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
One of the borough’s commu-

nity colleges has a new president 
with an impressive resume.

On Monday, June 29, the Board 
of Trustees of the City Univer-
sity of New York appointed Dr. 
Thomas Isekenegbe as president 
of Bronx Community College.

Isekengbe, who has an out-
standing administrative, teach-
ing and leadership record that 
spans nearly 30 years at both 
two-year and four-year institu-
tions of higher education, was 
appointed to the position after 
serving as the president of Cum-
berland County College, a com-
munity college in Vineland, NJ, 
for the past six years.

Isekengbe’s appointment as 
president fi lled the empty slot 
left by former president Carole 
Berotte Joseph, who resigned in 
September 2014 after holding the 
position for three years. 

Following a national search 
by the search committee, which 
included trustees, a CUNY col-
lege president, faculty, students 
and alumni representatives, 
CUNY Chancellor James Mil-
liken recommended Isekengbe’s 
appointment to the Board of 

Trustees. 
The nomination was approved 

unanimously.
BCC’s newly appointed presi-

dent earned a bachelor’s degree 
in biology with honors from the 
University of Nigeria, Nsukka, 
and a masters in science edu-
cation as well as an Ed.S. and a 
Ph.D. in curriculum and instruc-
tion from Indiana State Univer-
sity.

As president of Cumberland 
County College, Isekenegbe de-
veloped and implemented a com-
munity-based planning effort 
that resulted in a strategic plan 
with three dimensions: student 
engagement and completion, 
leadership and service learning 
and economic and workforce de-
velopment - a plan that lead to 
successful reaccreditation of the 
college by the Middle States Com-
mission on Higher Education. 

In 2014, the college was named 
to the White House Honor Roll 
for Service and Civic Engage-
ment.

Under the leadership of Isek-
enegbe, the college also revised 
and enhanced its ‘Pathways to 
Leadership’ program, which 
focuses on professional and 

personal development for facil-
ity and staff and strengthened 
its ‘Leadership Cumberland 
County’, a citizen leadership pro-
gram for civic, business and pro-
fessional leaders in the county.

Isekenegbe now looks forward 
to taking the next step in his ca-
reer at BCC. 

“President Isekenegbe has an 
exemplary record of leadership 
and accomplishments at Cum-
berland County College,” said 
Milliken. “Throughout a dis-
tinguished career than encom-
passes administration, teaching, 
scholarship and community ser-
vice, he is deeply committed to 
student success and has imple-
mented effective strategies to en-
hance student achievement. We 
are confi dent that he will provide 
the same inspired leadership for 
Bronx Community College.”

“I am extremely honored and 
humbled by this appointment,” 
said Isekenegbe. “I am looking 
forward to working with the 
Chancellor, faculty, staff, stu-
dents, alumni and the Bronx 
community to make Bronx Com-
munity College among the best 
community colleges in the na-
tion.”

CUNY appoints new BCC president

Dr. Thomas Isekenegbe Photo courtesy of CUNY

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Controversy continues to swirl 

around a portfolio of buildings where 
tenants have alleged harassment by 
their landlord. 

A Stop Work Order was issued, 
and later rescinded, recently at one 
of the buildings, 1135 Pelham Park-
way North, where many tenants are 
in an uproar over what they believe is 
harassment by their landlord and at-
tempts at unlawful evictions. 

They currently have had to live 
without gas for about a month. 

The landlord denies their allega-
tions, and said that the gas outage was 
the result of an accident. 

“The Stop Work Order was issued 
for a gas piping installation in a pub-
lic corridor that exceeded the scope of 
work allowed by their permit,” stated 
a Department of Buildings spokesman 
in an e-mail. “The order has since 
been rescinded after the owner came 
into compliance.” 

According to Senator Jeff Klein, 
tenants at the building had been with-
out gas for at least 29 days. 

Klein believes long-time and rent-
controlled residents are being en-
couraged to move through a series of 
allegations by the landlord of non-pay-

ment of rent that result in time-drain-
ing trips to housing court. 

The senator said that the tenants 
contacted his office over a year ago 
after Goldfarb Properties purchased 
four Pelham Parkway buildings in his 
district. 

Goldfarb began gut-rehabbing all of 
the buildings almost simultaneously, 
harassing tenants, said Klein. 

“Quite frankly what he was doing 
was harassing the tenants in the hope 
that they will leave and he could de-
stabilize (rent-stabilized) apartments, 
or at the very least get a 20% bonus 
which you are entitled to for every 
new tenant,” said Klein. 

Senator Klein is now calling for an 
investigation of Phillip Goldfarb. 

The SWO came after intervention 
by the senator and a Tenant Harass-
ment Prevention Task Force run by 
Attorney General Eric Schnieder-
man. 

A tenant leader at 1135 Pelham Park-
way North, Andrew Goebel, hailed the 
Stop Work Order when it was issued. 

“We are very grateful to Senator 
Klein for the great strides he has made 
against these very terrible and trou-
blesome landlords,” said Goebel. 

A Goldfarb spokeswoman said in 
a statement that “any allegations of 
tenant harassment are false and un-
founded.”

“Goldfarb Properties is a family-
owned business that takes pride in 
providing the best possible housing to 
its residents,” the Goldfarb represen-

tative stated in e-mail. “We continue 
to work diligently to improve the 
buildings that we purchased in 2014, 
that have suffered from decades of ne-
glect.”

The Goldfarb representative stated 
that gas was turned off at the building 
on Monday, June 8 when electricians 
upgrading service to the building ac-
cidently caused a gas leak. Hotplates 
were provided to all tenants, she 
stated. 

The Goldfarb representative also 
stated that two days after the ac-
cident, DOB issued a permit to a li-
censed plumber to make required 
safety checks and any necessary re-
pairs, which have now all been com-
pleted, and that as of press time they 
are waiting for Con Edison to turn on 
the gas upon completion of its safety 
inspection.

The buildings in Klein’s district 
that are owned by Goldfarb are 1135 
Pelham Parkway North, 1130 Pelham 
Parkway South, 1540 Pelham Park-
way South and 2160-2166 Matthews 
Avenue. 

Tenants of the four buildings ral-
lied on Monday, June 22 to call atten-
tion to the condition of the proper-
ties.

Gas outage sparks tenant-landlord dispute

Major repairs, temporarily halted by a Stop Work 
Order, are taking place at 1135 Pelham Parkway 
North. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
This July, the Bronx Museum of 

the Arts is presenting two distinct 
exhibits showcasing art from New 
York City.

With, ¡Presente! The Young 
Lords in New York, the museum is 
leading a multi-site exhibition on 
the radical Puerto Rican social ac-
tivist group, highlighting the move-
ment’s visual elements.

Bronx Calling: The Third AIM 
Biennial, shows off the work of 72 
New York-based artists who have 
participated in the museum’s collab-
orative residency program, called 
Artists in the Marketplace.

¡Presente!

The exhibit on the Young Lords 
in New York, who were concen-
trated in East Harlem and the south 
Bronx in the 1960s, explores the 
group’s fi ght for reforms in health 
care, public health, housing, em-
ployment and policing. 

Similar exhibits are on view at 
El Museo del Barrio in East Harlem 
and Loisiada Inc. on the Lower East 
Side.

The museum combined art re-
lated to the movement with photo-
graphs, literature from the group, 
documentary video and other mem-

orabilia to convey the multiple fac-
ets of the group’s activism, such as 
the women within the group. 

Highlights include front pages 
from the Young Lord’s newspaper 
‘Palante’ and prints from the Taller 
Boricua.

“It’s about the intersection of art 
and activism,” said adjunct curator 
Yasmin Ramírez.

Viewers get a sense of the ico-
nography that came out of the move-
ment, which has continued to in-
spire artists.

“They had a very big impact on 
the visual culture of New York,” 
said Ramírez.

The materials, which are both 
visually compelling and educa-
tional, expand people’s view of the 
social movements in the late 60s, 
said guest curator and scholar Jo-
hanna Fernández. 

“One of the reasons the exhibit is 
important is it reorganizes our per-
ception and understanding of what 
happened across the country and 
in New York,” she said.

¡Presente! is on view at the Bronx 
Museum from July 2 through Octo-
ber 15.

Bronx Calling

The exhibit, a biennial show of 
the museum’s Artist in the Market-
place residency, highlights the work 
of dozens of emerging New York-
based artists.

The AIM program, which pro-
vides up and coming artists with 
an education in the business side 

of art, has been run from the Bronx 
Museum for almost 35 years.

“The museum’s had a long his-
tory here with emerging artists,” 
said museum director Holly Block.

The artists chosen for the pro-
gram meet weekly to discuss things 
like copyright law, gallery represen-
tation, grant writing and market-
ing, and gain access to important 

resources.
“It’s a very practical program,” 

said Laura Napier, independent cu-
rator and AIM alum.

In addition, the artists receive 
the support of the museum and each 
other.

“It was a really fantastic oppor-
tunity to form a community,” said 
Napier.

The curators looked to include 
pieces that are particularly repre-
sentative of the artists’ work, said 
Hautey Ramos-Fermin, the muse-
um’s curator of education.

The pieces in the exhibit include 
sculptures, paintings, photography, 
video and multimedia works on a 
myriad of themes.

“The artists are so diverse,” Ra-
mos-Fermin.

For many of the artists, the show 
is the fi rst time their work has been 
displayed in a museum, an incred-
ibly important milestone in their 
career, said Ramos-Fermin.

“This is a big opportunity,” said 
Napier.

Bronx Calling is on view from 
July 15, when there will be an open-
ing reception, through September 
20. More information can be found 
at www.bronxmuseum.org

Bronx Museum highlights New York art

Tim Clifford’s piece ‘Threat Assesment’. 
 Courtesy of the artist

A cover page from ‘Palante’ newspa-
per, part of the exhibit ‘Presente!: The 
Young Lords in New York.’ Courtesy of 
Tamiment Library & Robert F Wagner 
Labor Archives, New York University

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A non-profi t organization started 

by a Yankees legend recently an-
nounced this year’s graduating 
class as well as its 2019 inductees.

On Friday, June 26, Derek Jeter’s 
Turn 2 Foundation announced the 
2015 graduating class as well as the 
inductee class of 2019 for New York 
City’s Jeter’s Leaders, an intensive 
four-year leadership program, at 
the Picnic House in Prospect Park.

Jeter’s Leaders, Turn 2 Founda-
tion’s signature and keystone pro-
gram, gives high school students an 
opportunity to promote and spread 
awareness regarding academic 
achievement, positive behavior and 
healthy lifestyles among youth in 
their communities.

Out of the eight to-be college 
students that graduated from NYC 
Jeter’s Leaders, four of them were 
born, raised and attended high 
school in the Bronx - Chyla Pedroso 
from Theatre Arts Production Com-
pany School, Dianne Reid from Fre-
drick Douglass Academy I, Gloria 

Rosario from University Heights 
High School and Tod Forbes from 
Bronx Lab.

In addition, six Bronx students 
entering their freshman year in 
high school were inducted into the 
Jeter’s Leader’s Program for the 
class of 2019 - Jordan Pierre from 
Eagle Academy for Young Men, 
Derek Hernandez from Fort Ham-
ilton High School, Raquell Car-
penter from Manhattan Center for 
Science and Mathematics, Angie 
Ordonez from Monsignor Scanlan 
High School, Yermarin Nunez from 
Bronx Collegiate Academy and Nia 
Brooks from Bronx School for Law, 
Government and Justice. 

Ten NYC incoming freshman 
were inducted into the Turn 2 Foun-
dation in total, and will begin it’s 
signature program in August at the 
Jeter’s Leader’s Service Project.

The Turn 2 Foundation, an orga-
nization which Derek Jeter founded 
after winning the MLB Rookie of 
the Year Award in 1996, was estab-
lished to motivate teenagers, adoles-

cents and young adults to turn away 
from drugs and alcohol and ‘turn 2’ 
healthy lifestyles. 

As part of the Leaders Program, 
members serve as ambassadors for 
Jeter in their communities by mod-
eling positive behavior and deliver-
ing positive messages to their peers 
focusing on staying in school, re-
maining drug and alcohol free and 
giving back to the community.

Members of the foundation must 
also practice what they preach by 
also remaining drug and alcohol 
free while maintaining a 3.0 GPA or 
higher for all four years. 

Upon graduation, the Turn 2 
Foundation awards every Jeter’s 
Leader a $3,000 scholarship. Since 
2008, 100% of Jeter’s Leaders have 
gone on to attend college.

Jeter’s founding of the organiza-
tion was strongly motivated by ar-
guably his two biggest role models 
- his father, Charles, a retired sub-
stance abuse counselor and Base-
ball Hall of Famer Dave Winfi eld, 
who became the fi rst active profes-

sional athlete to establish a charita-
ble foundation when he founded the 
David M. Winfi eld Foundation in 
1975, which still provides services to 
underprivileged youth and families 
in need.

Along with NYC, the Jeter’s 
Leaders Program also provides 
high school students with an op-
portunity in Tampa, Florida as well 
as Jeter’s hometown of Kalamazoo, 
Michigan.

“I was originally introduced to 
the Turn 2 Foundation by my sister, 
Darlene, who graduated from the 
program in 2012 - and that served as 

my motivation to be inducted,” said 
Reid.

“ I wanted to be just like her by 
spreading awareness and giving 
back to the community - which I was 
able to do in full because of all that 
was provided to me through this 
great program,” she added.

Sharlee Jeter, president of the 
Turn 2 Foundation said, “On be-
half of everyone at Turn 2, we are so 
proud of everything that these lead-
ers have accomplished and we know 
that they will continue to serve as 
remarkable leaders in their commu-
nities for many years to come.”

Jeter’s Turn 2 announces 
graduates, inductees

(l-r) NYC Jeter’s Leaders Aaron Straker, Pedroso, Reid, Jesus Lopez, Rosario, Ka-
millah Collins and Samuel Upson each hold up framed copies of their congratula-
tory letters from Derek Jeter after being announced as part of the 2015 graduat-
ing class. Photo courtesy of Turn 2 Foundation
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Stay informed & stay in style. Read the Bronx Times Reporter newspapersp

ALMA Bank announces 
the launch of ALMA Mo-
bile Cash, a new technology 
based product that allows 
customers to withdraw 
cash using their smart 
phone.  No card necessary.

Now there is a new 
way to access cash from 
an ALMA Bank ATM, and 
it does not even require a 
card. ALMA Bank is proud 
to be the fi rst bank on the 
East Coast and one of the 
few banks in the United 
States to introduce a ser-
vice that allows customers 
to securely withdraw cash 
by using the ALMA Mobile 
app on their smart phone.  
It is faster, more convenient 
and safer than using your 
ATM or debit card.  No per-
sonal information is stored 
on your ALMA Bank app or 
smart phone, and without a 
card the chance of your in-
formation being “skimmed” 
is eliminated. 

We have all had it happen 
to us before; that moment of 
panic when you reach into 
your pocket, only to fi nd out 
that you have left your wal-
let at home.  ALMA Bank 
has the perfect solution for 
those times when you are 
in urgent need of cash and 
all you have is your phone 
and no wallet.  Now, with 
just your smart phone, you 
can get cash at an ALMA 
Bank ATM without your 

debit card. 
“The public is constantly 

looking for emerging tech-
nology and innovation when 
it comes to banking, while 
demanding guaranteed 
security on their account 
information”, said George 
Katsiaunis, the President 
and CEO of ALMA Bank. 
“In the case of a lost phone, 
the customer can feel safe.  
Account information can-
not be accessed as the 
ALMA Bank app will auto-
matically sign off once the 
transaction has been com-
pleted, making this a faster 
and more secure way to use 
an ATM machine”. 

ALMA Mobile Cash al-
lows customers to set up a 
cash withdrawal prior to 
interacting with the ATM.  
The customer simply fi -
nalizes the transaction by 
scanning a QR code that 
signals the ATM to release 
the cash.  

“Digital wallets are 
slowly becoming an every-
day function in the current 
age, very much like credit 
cards have been for de-
cades”, added Mr. Katsiau-
nis.  “ALMA Mobile Cash 
offers the customer cutting 
edge technology while pro-
viding an innovative bank-
ing experience”. 

How ALMA 

Mobile Cash works

Download/Update the 

ALMA Bank app from 
iTunes or Google Play us-
ing your iPhone or Android. 
Login to your account and 
choose ALMA Mobile Cash 
from the main screen or 
from the drop down menu. 
Then select ALMA Mobile 
Cash at the ATM, scan the 
QR code with your smart 
phone and the cash will be 
dispensed.  No card neces-
sary! For more informa-
tion please visit your near-
est branch or contact us at 
718.267.ALMA (2562).

About ALMA Bank
ALMA Bank, a 

strongly capitalized full 
service fi nancial institu-
tion with assets of over $1 
billion, is a community 
based bank with a wide 
variety of personal and 
business products and 
services. The bank has 
gained a reputation for 
serving the needs of the 
community by empha-
sizing the importance 
of personalized banking 
and fi nancial solutions 
tailored to their custom-
ers’ needs. ALMA Bank 
operates in New York 
and in New Jersey and 
is working to expand its 
exceptional product and 
service quality commit-
ments to an even greater 
access network. 

For more information 
visit almabank.com.

Alma Bank introduces 
Alma Mobile Cash

Alma Mobil Cash app.



11
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

  J
u

ly
 1

2
, 2

0
1

5
   

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

The Bronx Times and Community News Group honored 25 Bronx infl uential women at an 
awards ceremony at Scavello’s on the Island on Tuesday, June 30.   Photos by Walter Pofeldt 

Bronx Times Honors
25 Bronx Infl uential Women

CNG Publisher Jennifer Goodstein and committee member 
Rosemary DeLuca with infl uential women (seated, l-r): Barbara 
Robles-Gonzales, Rev. Carmen Hernandez, Deborah Dolan Hunt,  
Debra Ann Jaffee and Cynthia Jones.

(standing, l-r) Debbie Dolan Hunt, committee member Anna 
Vincenty and infl uential women (seated,l-r): Hon. Fiordaliza 
Rodriguez, Hon. Llinet Rosado, Wilma Tamayo, Rhina Valen-
tin, Dr. Eva Yan and Loretta Zaino.

(standing, l-r) CNG publisher Jennifer Goodstein with committee 
member Geri Sciortino and infl uential women (seated, l-r): Dr. 
Anita Vazquez Batisti, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Michelle Centeno, Rev. 
Que English, Elizabeth Gill and Maribel Gonzalez.

Keynote speaker Lenore Skenazy spoke 
about modern parenting dilemmas.

CNG CEO Les Goodstein, with son Steven Goodstein, a writer 
for the Bronx Times.

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj with honorees 
Bharati Kemraj (l) and Nilka Martell.

Honoree Susan Mendogni (right) with 
her family at the awards ceremony.



Every time Ted Merwin sat down 
to research his new book, he would 
get hungry. After  interviewing him, 
I had the same problem— I ran out 
and bought myself half a pound 
of Hebrew National bologna. How 
come?

All you need to do is look at the 
name of his book: “Pastrami on 
Rye: An Overstuffed History of the 
Jewish Deli.” It’s coming out in Oc-
tober.

Growing up on Long Island, the 
son of a Williamsburg, Brooklyn, 
mom and Beechhurst, Queens, 
dad, Merwin says he didn’t get 
much of a religious upbringing. But 
on Sunday nights, when his grand-
parents came by, they’d almost in-
variably sit down to a feast of pick-
les, meats, rye bread and maybe a 
chocolate egg cream (which native 
New Yorkers know has never con-
tained either eggs or cream. It’s ba-
sically chocolate syrup with a shot 
of seltzer and, just sometimes, a 
splash of milk).

As Merwin thought back on 
those years—and how he came to 
be a professor of Jewish studies—
he started to wonder about the role 

of the deli in Jewish life. He fi gured 
that, like Yiddish and a sense of hu-
mor, delis must’ve come to New 
York with the fl ood of Eastern Euro-
pean immigrants in the early 1900s. 

He fi gured wrong. 
“I couldn’t fi nd much evidence 

of there being a lot of delis on the 
Lower East Side,” Merwin says. In 
fact, an 1899 survey found only 10 
delis there, “And that was the most 
crowded place on the face of the 
earth. Hundreds of thousands of 
Jews there, and it wasn’t a big part 
of their lives.”

 While Katz’s opened on Ludlow 
Street in 1888, deli culture didn’t re-
ally take hold in New York until the 
‘20s or ‘30s, once the Jews be-
came a little less desperately poor, 
and also once sandwiches became 
a part of bustling city life -- a meal 
you could take on the run. 

This new convenience was not 
without controversy. 

“There were real concerns, par-
ticularly among the more conserva-
tive social commentators, that the 
deli was destroying civilization,” 
says Merwin. Consider that women 
who had just gotten the right to 

vote were taking college classes, 
frequenting jazz clubs. And now, 
thanks to the deli, “they could come 
home fi ve minutes before their hus-
band and run to the corner deli and 
have a whole meal waiting without 
having to cook anything at all.”

Horrors.

As the Jews migrated out to the 
boroughs, delis followed, featur-
ing what Merwin calls “the trium-
virate” of Jewish meats: pastrami, 
corned beef and tongue. By the 
1930s there were 1,550 kosher delis 
throughout the city. Here Jews met 
their future mates, gathered with 
extended family and caught up on 
local news. 

“Sunday night in the kosher deli 
became the secular equivalent of 
Friday evening in the synagogue,” 
says Merwin.

At the same time, glamorous 
Midtown delis were opening that 
fl agrantly fl outed the religious rules 
against mixing milk with meat, and 
using only kosher foods. Lindy’s, 
Reuben’s, The Stage and the Car-
negie Deli weren’t catering to local 
families or even just Jews. They 
served a different purpose, in the 
form of a sandwich too big to fi n-
ish. 

“The whole idea of the over-
stuffed sandwich was really a sym-
bol of the bounty of America,” Mer-
win says. And to be surrounded by 
glossy photos of celebrities who’d 
eaten the same food as you at the 

same place—that was really some-
thing. To eat at a Midtown deli was 
to tell the world: You’d made it. 

Of course, time and tongue wait 
for no man, and eventually the glory 
days of the deli began to fade. Jews 
moved on to Chinese food, for rea-
sons requiring another book, and 
health concerns were the fi nal nail 
in the onion roll. If you want to live 
forever, chopped liver is probably 
not the -ticket.

It’s hard to say the exact number 
of delis left in New York now, in part 
because of the fl uidity of the term. 
Is a deli a place with salami omelets 
and rude waiters? Or is it where you 
can buy a plantain at midnight? 

Today’s tourists digging into 
massive pastrami sandwiches in 
Midtown will say they’re there for 
the “New York Food.” The Jewish 
link is lost on them. The mouth-wa-
tering, meat-worshipping, top-of-
the-world feeling is not.

And with that I must bid you a 
hasty goodbye. I’ve got a date with 
two pieces of rye and...whatever.

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids.
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Delis play a starring role in New York’s story

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Local organization Part 

of the Solution is looking for 
solutions to unemployment 
in the Bronx.

POTS, based on Webster 
Avenue, started as an emer-
gency food provider, but has 
expanded to try to combat 
other symtoms of poverty, 
said director Christopher 
Bean.

The organization’s ser-
vices, which help more than 
25,000 people annually, in-
clude a community dining 
room, a food pantry, nutri-
tion education, clothing 
room, showers, a mail facil-
ity, barbarshop, case man-
agement and legal clinics.

Because employment is 
a route out of poverty, POTS 
decided to examine the pat-
terns of employment in 
their clients and try to un-
derstand the barriers they 
face in entering the work 

force. 
They conducted a study, 

‘Jobless in the Bronx: Chal-
lenges of the Unemployed in 
our Nation’s Poorest Bor-
ough,’ which they presented 
at a forum hosted to share 
the info with other service 
organizations throughout 
New York City.

POTS’s study on unem-
ployment in its commu-
nity was compiled based on 
POTS client data, surveys of 
POTS clients, social science 
research and public data on 
the Bronx, in order for the 
organizaton to understand 
the hurdles their clients 
face and eventually develop 
services to address them.

“Long term, work force 
development is something 
we plan to provide at POTS,” 
said Bean. “I think this is 
an important fi rst step.”

The surveys looked at 
signifi cant barriers to em-

ployment, which includeed 
unstable housing, lack of ac-
cess to child care, language 
barriers, and level of educa-
tion, as well as explored the 
effects of long-term unem-
ployment, which include fi -
nancial diffi culty, health ef-
fects, and social impacts.

Work placement pro-
grams can be effective if 
they take these barriers 
into account, focus on skills 
needed for specifi c jobs, 
avoid a ‘one-size’ fi ts all ap-
proach, and provide reten-
tion services.

“The groups that do 
it really well do all those 
things,” said Bean.

POTS thinks that with a 
variety of services includ-
ing help fi nding employ-
ment, clients will be able to 
climb the ladder from crisis 
mode to stability and even-
tually self-suffi ciently.

“We believe there is a 

pathway to long term sta-
bility through these work 
placement programs,” said 
Bean.

Assemblyman Victor 
Pichardo attended the fo-
rum, and said he was a big 
supporter of POTS as well 
as work placement pro-
grams.

“We believe that if you 
give a person a hand to get 

them on their feet, they’ll 
stay on their feet,” said 
Pichardo.

Robin Jenkins, from 
Project HOPE, a work place-
ment program in Brooklyn, 
said she thought it was a 
wonderful opportunity to 
better understand what 
POTS does, as well as bet-
ter understand the agencies 
POTS works with.

“It helps put together 
some sort of infrastructure 
we can tap into,” she said.

She appreciated the fo-
cus on the barriers to em-
ployment, as well as the 
data on the client’s fi nan-
cial situations.

“It’s good to explore these 
things,” she said. “Then you 
know the work that needs to 
be done.”

POTS explores 
Bronx joblessness

(l-r) Assemblyman Victor Pichardo, Councilman Andrew Cohen’s representative Andrew Sandler, and 
POTS executive director Christopher Bean at the forum on joblessness in the Bronx
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deepen our commitment to vet-
erans and extend our services to 
young adults who are in dire need 
of housing and support,” Tori 
Lyon, Jericho Project executive 
director expressed.

The new residence will have 
33 supportive housing units for 
young adults ages 18 through 25 
from Community Board 5 via re-
ferrals from BronxWorks, Cov-
enant House and other local non-
profi ts working with young adults 
in need.

Unique to Walton Avenue is 
its special focus on LGBT young 
adults who are more likely to be 
homeless and to have suffered 
from domestic violence.

In addition to housing home-
less young adults, Walton Avenue 
will provide 56 units for homeless 
veterans referred by the Bronx 
VA Medical Center.

All apartments here will be af-
fordable to people earning an an-
nual income at or below $18,150 
and rents will be subsidized using 
federal HUD-Veterans Support-
ive Housing vouchers for veteran 
units and Project-based Section 8 

vouchers from NYCHA for young 

adult units to ensure that tenants 
will only need to pay 30% of their 
income towards rent.

“We are committed to ending 
both veteran homelessness by 
the end of this calendar year and 
protecting LGBT youth on the 

brink of homelessness and we are 

proud to collaborate with the Jer-
icho Project initiative whose daily 
work provides supportive services 
and affordable housing for home-
less veterans and LGBT youth,” 
NYC Department of Homeless 
Services Commissioner Gilbert 

Taylor shared.
Walton Avenue will feature 

community rooms, computer ac-
cess including free Wi-Fi, offi ce 
space for social services, land-
scaped outdoor space with seat-
ing furniture, laundry facilities, 
full-time 24-hour front desk secu-
rity coverage and an on-site main-
tenance staff and property man-
ager.

Jericho will provide tenants 
here with a full range of services 
including case management, in-
dividual and group counseling, 
employment and educational as-
sistance, family reunifi cation and 
social activities.

Information and referral ser-
vices will include job training, 
educational programs, primary 
health care, substance abuse 
treatment, and mental health 
treatment.

Various workshops, health 
fairs, computer classes and other 
events will also be scheduled at 
this new residence and open to 
members of the community.

Walton Avenue is slated for a 
projected February 2017 comple-
tion, according to Lyon.
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718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!

from Page 1

(l-r) Jennifer Trapinski, Benjamin Charvat, MOVA Commissioner Loree Sutton, 
Tori Lyon, Lisa Spencer, Maurice Coleman, HPD Commissioner Vicki Been, Eric 
Bederman and Lynthia Romney at Tuesday’s groundbreaking ceremony for Jer-
icho Project’s new residence on 2065 Walton Avenue. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

New supportive housing for Walton Avenue 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A commitment to hard work and help-

ing their community runs strong for 
three brothers from the Bronx.

Born and raised near Pelham Park-
way North and Pelham Gardens, broth-
ers Matthew, Marc and Luke Greco have 
made it a ‘family tradition’ of sorts by 
volunteering with the Friends of Pel-
ham Bay Park whose goal is to conserve 
Pelham Bay Park’s green space and pre-
serve its natural beauty for everyone to 
enjoy.

It was approximately a decade ago 
when their mother Diana discovered 
FPBP through a fl yer found at their par-
ish of St. Theresa Church, advertising 
the local environmental organization 
and its commitment to maintaining the 
iconic borough park and felt it would 
be a great learning opportunity for her 
sons.

According to Lizbeth Gonzalez, FPBP 
president, Matthew Greco was the fi rst 
member of the Greco family to volun-
teer with the group as a Cardinal Spell-
man High School student fulfi lling his a 
community service requirement and did 
not leave until his graduation from the 
school.

Matthew’s brother Marc, who was 
also attended Spellman, learned about 
FPBP from his older brother and one day 
attended a session with him.

During his experience, Marc worked 
alongside Matthew and many volunteers 
inside certain areas of the park most no-
tably constructing a wooden footbridge 
at Hunter Island where some areas are 
prone to fl ooding.

Each spring, FPBP joins the Ad-
irondack Mountain Club in a Lagoon 
Cleanup at Pelham Bay Park in which 
volunteers paddle across the water while 
others work on the Bartow-Pell side re-
moving debris. 

In May 2009, Marc and Gonzalez pad-
dled a canoe back and forth from the Or-
chard Beach launch to the Bartow-Pell 
shore as part of the lagoon clean up ef-
forts which saw a Parks Department 
truck carting away the many black trash 
bags fi lled by FPBP’s volunteers along 
with some tires and an old sink.

In November 2010, Marc lent FPBP a 
hand by removing invasive plants and 
bushes choking Turtle Cove and helped 
in planting native plant species there.  

“It was undoubtably a great experi-
ence volunteering with the Friends of 
Pelham Bay Park and I endorse their 
mission in preserving the park which is 
such a vital component of our borough 
and New York City,” Marc said.

Starting this past April, Luke Greco, 
the third member of the Greco family 
to volunteer with FPBP,  helped in the 
removal of invasive plant species at the 
Bartow-Pell woods.

He described volunteer work with 
FPBP as an enriching learning experi-
ence and looks forward to working with 
the group once again this fall.

“This experience  taught  me that 

certain things need to be done in order 
for our communities and families to 
thrive and survive. It’s hard work, but it 
teaches you a lot about life and the ben-
efi ts of hard work,” Luke said.

Matthew worked with FPBP until 
graduating high school and later at-
tended Syracuse University. A decade 
later, he is now employed as a civil engi-
neer for a fortune 500 company, accord-
ing to his father Michael who attributes 
their volunteer work to instilling their 
hardworking ethic.

Following in Matthew’s footsteps, 
Marc continued volunteering with FPBP 
before attending Boston University and 
he plans to enter law school in the fall.   

“Our trail and volunteer work at 
Pelham Bay Park allows us to protect a 
very special environment,” Gonzalez ex-
plained. “We like to make new friends 
and have fun. Watching our student vol-
unteers grow into motivated young men 
and women is the icing on the cake.”

Gonzalez thanks Michael and Diana 
Greco for supporting their children and 
so faithfully driving them to the park to 
perform community service.

If interested in conducting trail work 
with FPBP, visit their website www.pel-
hambaypark.org, their Facebook page 
or contact their trails coordinator chair-
man Clint Robinson at clrobin5255@ya-
hoo.com. 

For brothers, volunteer work is a ‘ family tradition’

(l-r) Brothers Matthew and Marc Greco during the 
time they volunteered with the Friends of Pelham 
Bay Park. Photo courtesy of Diana Greco
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WE HAVE ANSWERS

1969 Westchester Ave.
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