
BY ROBERT WIRSING
Well-known for his go-to rep-

utation and direct involvement 
in his constituents’ affairs, for-
mer Bronx Congressman Ma-
rio Biaggi died last Wednesday, 
June 24 at his Riverdale apart-
ment. He was 97.   

Born to Italian immigrants 

on October 26, 1917 in East Har-
lem, Biaggi would go on to lead 
a life fi lled with both triumphs 
and tribulations.

A graduate of P.S. 171, Har-
ren High School, Biaggi joined 
the NYPD in 1942 to protect 
and serve the community for 23 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 
Women of 2015 awards gala.

On Tuesday, June 30, the  
women were honored for their 
commitment,  dedication and 
excellence.

The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 
Guerriero, who proudly stated 
that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 
since the annual tradition was 
started by former publisher and 
current editor John Collazzi in 
2010.

Community News Group 
president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 
the Mistress of Ceremonies for 
the event, spoke on behalf of the 
Bronx Times in congratulating 
the 25 women who were selected  
by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 
thanked the event’s primary 
sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 
and the New York Yankees.

Following keynote speaker 
Lenore Skenazy, the awards 
were ready to be presented to 
each of the 25 women by the 
planning committee members, 
Rosemary DeLuca from the 
Wildlife Conservation Society, 
Elizabeth Figueroa from the 
New York Botanical Garden, 
Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 
Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 
the Westchester Square BID 
and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.

This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-
ential women are: Dr. Anita 
Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 
English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 
a few weeks ago are elated that 
the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 
incident.

On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 
a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 

woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.

A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 
approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-
proached the victim from 

behind in the vicinity of Hol-
lywood and Barkley avenues, 

and forcibly grabbed her. 
She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 
Manor, a few blocks away.

The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 
one arm around her throat 
and pressed his palm over her 
mouth, warning her to shut up.

His daughter managed to 
fi ght him off by spinning around 
and knocking her assailant off 
the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 
she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 
rushed down to help their 
daughter who was holding onto 
the door handle as her attacker 
ran up the stairs and attempted 
to pull her back down.

As soon as her parents 
reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. 

The 45th Precinct responded 
to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 
of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED 
ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ 
feted at 

Scavello’s

Fights off 27-year old male assailant

Country Club Clean-up
Country Club Civic Association President Michael McIrney (right) poses 
with his son, James, and volunteer Charles Ratjen during the group’s 
Clean Up Day on Saturday, June 27. A story on the association’s efforts to 
beautify their neighborhood can be found on page 7. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Former Bronx Congressman 
Mario Biaggi dies at 97
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

PROFILEPROFILE
Bronx Neighbors

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A Country Club teenager appointed 

to Community Board 10 hopes to set an 
example for other young people in the 
community who eventually hope to be 
involved in politics one day.

CB 10’s newest member, 16-year old 
Jon-Michael Provetto, was recently ap-
pointed to the board in April just before 
a bill, allowing 16- and 17-years old in 
New York City to be placed on commu-
nity boards, was passed in mid-June. 

With the passing of this bill, young 
appointees like Jon-Michael now have 
an opportunity to give community 
boards a younger voice and engage in 
politics at an earlier age.

Provetto, a soon-to-be junior at Sale-
sian in New Rochelle, attended his fi rst 
CB 10 meeting on Thursday, June 18, 
where he was introduced to chairman 
Martin Prince, someone who Jon-Mi-
chael has said has been a big help to 
him since being appointed.

“(Martin) Prince is someone who 
told me that I can ask him any questions 
regarding the entire community board 
process,” said Provetto. “He’s a great 
mentor and always somebody that I can 
rely on for advice in the future and that 
is very comforting to know.”

At his fi rst community board meet-
ing, Jon-Michael also took part in re-
viewing housing and zoning issues 
as well as approving various liquor li-
censes - already learning so much from 
just the one meeting he’s attended so 
far.

“Having a foothold in politics early 
on can insure a better political leader 
in the future,” said Provetto. “This bill 
being passed shows that the commu-
nity boards want new and upcoming 
ideas from young members of the com-
munity, and if I do a good job I can set 
an example for others who are looking 
to be in my position in the future. It’s 
a little bit of pressure, but this is cer-
tainly a task I can manage.

Jon-Michael is ready to balancehis  
schoolwork and community board re-
sponsibilities.

“School is always the main priority 
- school comes fi rst,” Provetto stated. “I 
will be able to manage both tasks but 
if it comes down to it, I will defi nitely 
choose school. This won’t be an issue, 
however, because if my time is ever lim-
ited between those two responsibilities, 
I am more than willing to sacrifi ce my 
own personal time.”

Jon Michael, has stated that he soon 
hopes to join the Parks and Recreation 
Committee, primarily due to his love of 
gardening, community service and fo-
cus on animal rights. 

He already joined the Youth and Ed-
ucation Committee and also hopes to be 
a member of the Committee for Effec-
tive Leadership and Throggs Neck Mer-
chants Association in the future.

“He’s got a really great attitude,” 
Bailey Provetto said of her son. “Along 
with his interests in government and 
politics, he should make a great addi-
tion to the community board that has 
already helped him so much - and he 
will help them with his ideas and in-
put.”

“This opportunity for Jon-Michael 
will give him great insight into gov-
ernment and business and could po-
tentially lead to a future career in poli-
tics,” said John Provetto, Jon-Michael’s 
father. “He’s a responsible kid who’s 
taken this process very seriously. He’s 
truly interested in what he’s now in-
volved in and I think he’ll successfully 
adapt very quickly.”

Jon-Michael Provetto
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Gonzalez, Barbara Robles-
Gonzalez, Reverend Car-
men Hernandez, Deborah 
Hunt, Judy Hutson, Debra 
Ann Jaffee, Professor 
Cynthia Jones, Bharati 
Sukul Kemraj, Nilka 
Martell, Susan O’Hanlon 
Mendogni, Denise Pagan, 
Naomi Pouchie, Dr. Lisa 
Anne Rizopoulos, the 
Honorable Fiordaliza A. 
Rodriguez, Judge Llinet 
Rosado, Wilma Tamayo, 
Rhina Valentin, Eva Yan 
and Loretta Zaino.

This group of infl u-
ential women, which in-
cludes doctors, educators, 
judges and community ac-
tivists, to name a few, all 
possessed qualities of be-
ing leaders and role mod-
els in the Bronx. 

Each women was pre-
sented with a glass en-

graved trophy that read 
“commitment, dedication 
and excellence.” Despite 
the well-deserved hon-
ors the women received, 
each said that they were 
extremely humbled by the 
nomination.

“It was truly an honor 
to even be considered as 
one of the 25 Bronx infl u-
ential women by the Bronx 
Times and the commit-
tee,” said Rosado, who was 
elected to the Civil Court 
Justice of Bronx County in 
2012 and currently sits in 
Bronx Family Court where 
she presides over custody, 
visitation and family of-
fense petitions. “When I 
was fi rst informed that I 
was being honored, I was 
so excited that I bought 32 
copies of the paper with 
the (25 Bronx infl uential 
women) insert so I could 

show everybody.”
“I’ve worked hard at 

what I do and I love what 
I do - so this honor is the 
cherry on top of every-
thing,” said Valentin, 
BronxNet host of Open 
who is also a multi-award-
winning comedic actress, 
TV personality, producer, 
dancer and writer. 

“It’s an amazing feel-
ing to know that you have 
an impact on people while 
serving the borough that 
you love, and being recog-
nized by the Bronx Times 
and the committee is cer-
tainly an honor in itself.”

“This particular group 
of women is just remark-
able,” said Yan, an optom-
etrist who immigrated 
with her parents from 
British-ruled Hong Kong 
in 1967, before landing her 
fi rst job at Metro Optics in 

1982. “The time period of 
33 years went so quickly, 
but it is such a wonderful 
honor to be chosen by the 
Bronx Times as well as 
the committee. I also have 
to thank my husband Mi-
chael, who owned Metro 
Optics when I fi rst started 
and eventually offered me 
a business partnership op-
portunity with his second 
store - he’s always been 
there for me.”

The Bronx Times also 
sends a special thanks 
to Scavello’s on City Is-
land, Jerome Florist and 
BronxNet for participat-
ing in the event.

Readers are invited to 
nominate women for the 
2016 awards by contacting 
the Bronx Times.

Look for a photospread 
of the event in next week’s 
paper.

20 of the 25 Bronx infl uential women pose at the ceremony after being honored. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

25 Bronx Infl uential Women 2015 honorees feted
From Page 1

cessful.
The police stated the 

woman did not require 
any hospitalization fol-
lowing the incident.

Originally classifi ed 
as “harassment”, the inci-
dent is now listed as “crim-
inal obstruction of breath-
ing”, a felony charge. 

“She had two pocket 
books and a new iPhone 
with her, he wasn’t inter-
ested in her money or her 
jewelry. This was not an 
attempted robbery,” he 
said.

“We were extremely 
disturbed by the way this 
incident had originally 
been classifi ed and we 
want to get the message 
out there to the commu-
nity  that there is a preda-
tor here in the neighbor-
hood,” he added.

Umlauft explained his 
daughter seldom walks 
home from work, because 
she usually gets a ride.

However, after working 
a long shift that particular 
night, she did not feel like 
waiting to be picked up.

It was raining at the 
time she was walking 
home and she did not hear 
anyone following her, Um-

lauft said.
Umlauft added security 

footage from three sepa-
rate cameras captured 
the suspect following his 
daughter from a distance 
of approximately 20 feet 
as she neared Philip and 
Lafayette avenues. He ap-
peared to be  speaking on 
his cell phone.

The footage also shows 
that when the woman ar-
rived at her residence, the 
suspect was now only a 
few steps behind her.

Umlauft said they are 
proud of how their daugh-
ter handled the situation 
and are grateful she was 
not hurt.

The family is hoping 
that by sharing their story 
they will make everyone 
more aware of their envi-
ronment.

“Sometimes, we’re 
so comfortable walking 
around our communities 
that we don’t notice things 
as quickly as we would 
elsewhere,” Bob Beider, 
45th Precinct Community 
Council president said. 
“You never really know 
where crime is going to 
strike and you need to be 
vigilant of your surround-
ings.”

A 22-year old woman was approached and grabbed from behind by 
a man wearing all black on Hollywood Avenue as she walked home 
from work in the early morning hours of Sunday, June 21. 
 Photo by Robert Wirsing

Attack on Hollywood Ave.
From Page 1
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The public art piece, ‘Tomorrow’, has a 

past at Fordham Road but a future on the 
Grand Concourse.

Japanese artist Akihiro Ito recently do-
nated his sculpture to the Andrew Freed-
man Home, where it sits in the historical 
mansion’s front yard.

The sculpture was previously on display 
at Fordham Road and Webster Avenue as 
part of a temporary installation through 
the Department of Transportation and the 
Fordham Road Business Improvement Dis-
trict.

The larger-than-life abstract wood piece, 
which evokes the image of a baby, attracted 
a lot of attention from passersby when it was 
unveiled in April 2014, said Fordham BID 
director Daniel Bernstein.

The sculpture was a positive addition to 
the BID, said Bernstein, but it would have to 
be dismantled with the DOT exhibit ending 
and the artist returning to Japan in June.

“‘Tomorrow’ was very important to us, 
we didn’t want to see it disappear,” said 
Bernstein.

Although they had originally wanted to 
keep the artwork in the Fordham neighbor-
hood, the BID expanded their goal to keep-
ing it in the borough for Bronxites to enjoy.

With the temporary exhibit over, the 
BID has a goal of bringing more artworks 
to the public in the future to enhance the 
streetscape.

“We have a lot of these spaces that we feel 
could host urban art,” said Bernstein.

 The BID has also recently increased its 
cultural offerings with free events, such as 
summer movie nights, to attract more peo-

ple to the shopping district.
“We’re trying to be known for more than 

just shopping,” said Bernstein.

While the BID is looking to grow, so is 
the Andrew Freedman Home, which was 
originally opened in 1924 as a retirement 
home for wealthy individuals who had lost 
their fortunes. 

The landmark, home to a day care and 
senior services, has recently become an 
arts and cultural center.

The revitalization of the home began 
three years ago with an art exhibit by ‘No 
Longer Empty,’ and the start of an ongoing 
artists residency project. 

Since then, the home has hosted other 
exhibits, including the Bronx Artist Docu-
mentary Project.

As the home grows as a cultural center, 
the hope is that it will help lift up the neigh-
borhood, said residency director Walter 
Puryear.

“The vision is to create art program-
ming that will help develop the commu-
nity,” he said.

For now, the central piece of art activ-
ity in the home is the residency for both lo-
cal and international artists, which Ito will 
travel back for next year.

“We were very fortunate to be intro-
duced to him,” said Puryear.

Ito said he is looking forward to the 
residency, and was happy that ‘Tomorrow’ 
found a home where it could continue to 
reach Bronxites. 

Ito also donated a second sculpture, ‘Des-
tiny’ to the Andrew Freedman Home, as 
well as a sculpture called ‘A Child’ to I.S. 254 
in Fordham.

New home found for Ito’s ‘Tomorrow’

Akihiro Ito’s sculpture ‘Tomorrow’ at the Andrew Freedman Home. (l-r:) Fordham Road BID outreach 
coordinatior Tom Sacco, artist residency coordinator Walter Puryear, artist Ito, and Fordham Road BID 
deputy director Daniel Bernstein. Community News Group / Jaime Williams

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
William Rivera has assumed 

the duties of Community Board 9 
district manager, rising through 
the ranks, fi rst as a board member, 
then the board’s chairman and now 
the individual in charge of running 
the board’s day-to-day operations. 

A recent vote by board mem-
bers confi rmed Rivera as the new 
district manager, and perhaps the 
youngest in the city, at only 32-years 
old. 

“I am happy to serve all the 
board members who want me here 
as district manager,” said Rivera, 
adding “I have some big shoes to 
fi ll.” 

The new district manager said 
that in his personal opinion, his ex-
perience as a CB 9 board member 
since 2011, and as a chairman when 
he and other members initiated 
reforms and founded a planning 
committee, put him over the top in 
terms of being selected for the job 
by his peers. 

“Chairpersons are in a leader-

ship role already, and if the board 
members trust you and elect you as 
chair, it is not uncommon to apply 
and maybe become district man-
ager,” said Rivera.  

He cited Councilman James 
Vacca, who began as board chair-
man and was subsequently elected 
district manager of CB 10, as an-
other example of this dynamic. He 
said he hopes to follow Vacca’s ex-
ample. 

Rivera was born and raised in 
the district, calling it home for his 
entire lifetime, he said. 

Prior to serving as a board mem-
ber, Rivera had a career with the 
Fire Department’s Emergency Med-
ical Service, doing ambulance runs 
to Jacobi Medical Center from the 
board’s service area.

This helped give him an exten-
sive knowledge of the area, he indi-
cated. 

“If you give me your address, 
I can tell you the cross streets and 
the side of the street you live on,” he 
said. 

In the course of his FDNY career, 
which he began when he was 18, Ri-
vera also worked with specialized 
EMS units in Manhattan that re-
sponded to major incidents, he said. 

He is an NYPD Auxiliary Police 
Sergeant volunteering at Transit 
District 12 on Morris Park Avenue 
and East 180th Street, patrolling the 
IRT 2, 5 and 6 lines. 

Civic engagement began early 
for Rivera, he added, saying that 
as a youth he was a Cub Scout, Boy 
Scout and NYPD Youth Explorer. 

Rivera began work on Monday, 
June 15, and is currently overseeing 
a renovation of the board’s district 
offi ce at 1967 Turnball Avenue. The 
new offi ce will help the board func-
tion better, he stated. 

The most pressing needs in the 
district include dealing with crime, 
specifi cally an increase in shoot-
ings, he said. 

He will be working closely with 
the 43rd Precinct, and has met with 
its new commanding offi cer, he 
added.  

He also said that he wants to 
tackle youth crime. 

Crime certainly affects every-
thing, he said, but development is 
also likely to change the board in 
the coming years. 

This includes the development 
of affordable housing, the possible 
construction of the largest fi lm stu-
dio on the east coast and instances 
where commercial spaces are being 
redeveloped with some push back 
from the community. 

“We want it to be smart growth,” 
said Rivera of the development, add-
ing that he wants the board mem-
bers to be able to make smart, well-
informed decisions. 

But whatever the challenge, the 
district manager seems proud that 
he has been chosen to serve CB 9 in 
this role. 

“You don’t work a day in your 
life if you love what you are doing,” 
he said of his new position. 

Rivera replaces former CB 9 dis-
trict manager Francisco Gonzalez, 
who served more than two decades.

New CB 9 district manager takes helm

William Rivera took over as district 
manager of Community Board 9 on 
Monday, June 15. 
 Photo courtesy of William Rivera
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
More police offi cers and six-day-a-

week library service are are included in 
the new 2015-2016 city budget, pleasing 
two Bronx council members

Mayor de Blasio and the City Council 
came to an agreement to hire 1,297 new 
police offi cers as part of the Fiscal Year 
2016 City Budget.

It is also restoring six-day-a-week li-
brary service, and greatly expanding 
the capital budget for all city libraries. 

The budget went into effect on 
Wednesday, July 1, though it might take 
some time for the immediate impact to 
be felt throughout the borough on allo-
cations like those for additional police 
offi cers, who have to be trained and 
then assigned. 

Councilman James Vacca said he 
had been pressing for additional cops 
during the Fiscal Year 2015 budget ne-
gotiations, and that the allocation for 
the newly minted police offi cers should 
serve to bolster the NYPD, which he said 
has been depleted in terms of manpower 
since the 2001 terrorist attacks. 

“I think this is good news because I 
think we have to look at remanning our 
police department,” said Vacca. “We 
are down more than 6,000 cops since 
the World Trade Center attack in 2001…
and this has been felt in every nook and 

cranny of the police department.” 
Vacca said that the decline in staff-

ing has been acutely felt in the areas 
like the narcotics unit of the Organized 
Crime Control Bureau, causing the re-
moval of the narcotics modules, units 
that investigate drug complaints, from 
the 45th and the 49th precincts in his 
district. 

“In the 49th Precinct and the 45th Pre-
cinct, we do not have narcotics modules, 
we share them with other precincts with 

higher crime,” said the councilman, 
who also indicated that both precincts 
have been historically understaffed. 

He cited the large geographic area 
that the 45th Precinct serves as a reason 
to assign more police offi cers there. 

Library subcommittee chairman 
Councilman Andy King confi rmed that 
the city’s libraries received a $32 mil-
lion increase in operating funds, and 
another $300 million for capital im-
provements over the next ten years. 

The councilman said that he believes 
the additional funding will lead to six-
day-a-week service universal service. 

“Throughout the Bronx, we are con-
stantly encouraging our residents to uti-
lize libraries,” said King, who added that 
funding for capital projects like a new 
doors and staircase for the Wakefi eld 
branch in his district may now be avail-
able.  

When asked about the allocation for 
new police offi cers, east Bronx commu-
nity and police activist John Marano said 
that the deal between the administration 
and the council may be weakened by the 
addition of 415 ‘civilizations’ that is also 
part of the budget.

So-called ‘civilianizations’, which  re-
move veteran cops who are eligible for re-
tirement from administrative duties and 
place them back on the street, can lead to 
retirements among those eligible, he said. 
Marano is a retired police offi cer.

Other City Council, highlights of the 
$78.5 billion budget include:

• $2.8 million allocated to help veter-
ans 

• $12 million to start a jobs program op-
erating year-round for 6,000 young adults 

• $21 million to give about 50,000 stu-
dents summer youtheEmployment jobs

• $2.4 million to expand physical edu-
cation and youth sports programing 

New city budget funds cops, libraries
“Throughout the Bronx, 
we are constantly en-
couraging our residents 
to utilize libraries.” 

“I think this is good 
news because I think 

we have to look at 
remanning our police 

department,” said 
Vacca.

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Meet the new commanding of-

fi cer of the 49th Precinct!
Captain Keith Walton comes 

to the position with 19 years of ex-
perience in the NYPD at the 32nd, 
40th, and 46th precincts, and he’s 
confi dent that under his leader-
ship, the 4-9 can continue its good 
work reducing crime in the area.

“I’m pretty sure we can have 
an even more successful year, an 
even safer year,” said Walton.

A key part of achieving that 
will be expanding outreach efforts 
and increasing communication 
with residents.

“The only way you’re going to 
drive down crime in an area is 
to have a collaborative effort be-
tween the police and community,” 
said Walton.

Connecting to youth will also 
be a priority for the captain, who 
spends his time off volunteering 
as a basketball coach and mentor, 
as will educating the elderly about 
abuse and scams that they are vul-

nerable to. 
The community partnership 

program will continue to take 
new offi cers to business districts, 
schools and community centers to 
introduce them to the community.

The captain also plans to put 
more offi cers in patrol cars to re-
duce response time, and wants to 
have more patrolling offi cers vis-
ible to the community. A foot post 
will be added in the White Plains 
Road business district.

After examining patterns in 
the precinct’s sectors, the captain 
said certain trouble spots will re-
ceive increased attention.

“We defi nitely plan to increase 
our enforcement in certain loca-
tions that have had a historic, 
problematic pattern,” said Wal-
ton.

In addition to preventing vio-
lent crimes, the precinct is also 
committed to supporting the city’s 
Vision Zero program, which seeks 
to reduce pedestrian traffi c deaths 
through enforcing safe driving 

and educating pedestrians, espe-
cially kids, on safe walking hab-
its.

“We’re looking to save lives by 
way of crime, and we’re looking to 
save lives by way of Vision Zero,” 
said Walton.

The captain understands 
the community’s quality of life 
concerns,  and said he supports 
‘broken window’ theory of polic-
ing, with the idea that enforcing 
smaller crimes can prevent larger 
ones. 

Walton said he’s committed to 
protecting residents’ quality of 
life, and encouraged them to bring 
their concerns, both small and 
large, to the attention of the pre-
cinct.

“The only way we can continue 
to address issues is to hear it from 
the community,” he said. “Then 
we can tailor our resources to that 
specifi c issue or concern.”

Only a week into his new job, 
the commanding offi cer is already 
attending to a big concern of some 

local residents.
“We are strictly going to en-

force barbecuing in Pelham Park-
way and Bronx Park East,” he 
said.

Walton said he’s looking for-
ward to tackling the communi-

ty’s concerns, especially violent 
crime, through the adjustments in 
enforcement.

“With the changes imple-
mented, hopefully the people of 
our community will feel even 
safer.”

49th Precinct receives new 
commanding offi cer

The new commanding offi cer of the 49th Precinct, Captain Keith Walton. 
 Community News Group / Jaime Williams
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A Bronx-born actress has 

already caught the pulic’s eye 
and soon we will be seeing even 
more of her in her soon-to-be 
performed off-Broadway show.

Janet Marie Lee, who goes by 
stage names Sonny Marie Lee 
or simply ‘The Bronx Babe’, has 
been acting and modeling for al-
most her entire life.

She began modeling with 
Ford Models at age 20 and began 
acting in her early 20s - appear-
ing in various commercials, 
soap operas, fi lms, community 
theater and magazines after 
receiving opportunities to per-
form at theater gigs and talent 
shows as a teenager.

“When I was a kid, my big-
gest dream was to be a balle-
rina,” Marie Lee recalled. “It 
was devastating when I came to 
the realization that it wasn’t go-
ing to happen, but I knew I had a 
real acting talent from the way I 
would read books as a teenager - 
I would act the book out.”

While attending school in the 
Fordham Hill area many stu-
dents questioned her heritage.

In one particular instance, 
which happened to be Sonny’s 

fi rst day of junior high school, 
she was approached by three 
Puerto Rican girls who asked if 
she was white. 

Sonny sarcastically replied, 
“It sure looks like it!” 

Just as the girls were about 
to jump her, based on her race 
alone, she replied, “My mother 
was born in Ponce, Puerto Rico 
and my father is Irish, so you 
better fi nd a way to kick half my 
butt!”

The girls burst out laughing 
and then gave her a high-fi ve, 
calling her ‘Blanca’ from then 
on, or ‘white girl’. 

The experience was so amaz-
ing and life altering to Sonny 
that she included the scenario in 
The Bronx Babe, a one-woman 
show that refl ects on Sonny’s 
life in her junior high school 
years, which she performed at 
the Knights of Columbus on her 
birthday last year.

Despite an energetic and 
funny personality, Sonny has 
experienced a lot of pain and 
sadness in her life involving 
many family members. 

In 1973, when Sonny was just 
14 years old, her father passed 
away. She also lost her mother 

in 2008. 
In addition, Sonny’s sister 

unexpectedly died from cancer 
in 2012, followed by her brother 
just three months later. 

Sonny said that the original 
Bronx Babe was a dedication to 
her late father.

Despite her sad past, Sonny 
is more motivated than ever to 
pursue her career as an actor. 

The 59-year old is currently 

preparing for a sequel show to 
The Bronx Babe, which is ex-
pected to hit a local off-Broad-
way theater in the Bronx or 
NYC in either fall 2016 or spring 
2017. 

The sequel, also based on a 
true story, will relive her high 
school years - refl ecting on 
times such as when she would 
play hooky and go to Botani-
cal Garden with her friends or 
witness gangs such as the Irish 
Henchmen, the Puerto Rican-
based Savage Skulls and the 
Black Spades.

“This is my story about 
American and Bronx culture 
in the early 1970s - and every-
body needs to know about it,” 
said Sonny, who says that both 
plays can relate to classic works 
like West Side Story and Harper 
Lee’s ‘To Kill A Mockingbird’. 

“I know that I can make peo-
ple happy by talking about my 
personal experiences in junior 
high and high school - mainly 
because this is true story about 
the Bronx from a women’s 
point of view that can educate 
younger generations and make 
older generations reminisce.”

Sonny added that she hopes 

both plays eventually result in 
a Broadway show and/or fi lm. 

However, she is not limiting 
herself to just performances. 

She recently released a chil-
dren’s book, ‘The Magical Sew-
ing Machine’ and is currently 
preparing the release of her 
new perfume. 

Going forward, she has also 
said that she wishes to promote 
businesses made in the Bronx, 
get involved with Bronx brew-
eries and help community orga-
nizations.

Sonny’s experiences in ju-
nior high and high school may 
have contributed to her success 
afterwards as an actor and a 
model. 

However, she claims  that 
fi nding success starts with one’s 
thought process.

“I just believed in myself,” 
Sonny said. “I knew that no-
body would believe in me more 
than I would, and I knew that I 
had many talents to share - so I 
put both in action.”

“Along with my perspective 
and personal experiences, I feel 
that I have a story to tell - a true 
story about the Bronx that can 
touch many.”

Bronx-born actress has a story to tell

Sonny poses with an iconic ‘New York 
Bronx Bombers’ hat to proudly show 
where she is from. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A local organization and its 

volunteers recently took part in 
cleaning up their own commu-
nity.

On Saturday, June 27, the 
Country Club Civic Association 
held their fi rst annual Commu-
nity Clean Up Day to beautify 
their neighborhood.

The event began in the Villa 
Maria Academy parking lot, 
where CCCA members distributed 
materials and assignments to the 
25 volunteers, their family mem-
bers and other individuals who 
participated. 

Volunteers were also treated 
to coffee, donuts and were given 
a free t-shirt before the clean up 
began.

After mapping out the game 
plan for the afternoon, the volun-
teers descended on 75 locations in 
six different teams, fi lling garbage 
bags with litter from along service 
roads, highways and sidewalks 
in front of city property, cleaning 

graffi ti off of utility poles, mail-
boxes and FDNY call boxes as well 
as getting rid of illegal advertise-
ments such as fl yers and stickers. 

The clean up was followed by 
a barbecue with hamburgers and 
hot dogs for all who participated.

The event had a tremendous 
turn out as well. Offi cer Frank 
Malafronte from the 45th Precinct 
was a participant. 

Community anti-graffi ti activ-
ist John Provetto, who directed 
the clean up at many locations, 
supplied paint, gloves, masks and 
other cleaning supplies.  

He was honored with a Certifi -
cate for Outstanding Contribution 
from CCCA at the barbecue for all 
of his service and volunteer work 
in the community. 

Senator Jeff Klein also stopped 
by during the clean up to congrat-
ulate everyone for doing a great 
job.

“This event gave volunteers 
and participants a chance to work 
hands on in their own community 

for a great purpose,” said Mike 
McNerney, president, who also 
proudly stated that CCCA orches-
trated this event with no outside 
assistance. 

“It was great to see volunteers 
of all age groups get involved and 
take part in this clean up, and we 
know that we have made a majorly 

positive impact on our community. 
Everyone who participated had a 
great time and we already have 
people looking forward to and ask-
ing about next year’s event,  “ he 
added.

“I was thrilled to see organiza-
tions and volunteers working to-
gether towards the same positive 

goal,” said Angela Ryan, CCCA 
event chair. “Seeing those who 
chose to participate also bring fam-
ily members, loved ones and chil-
dren says a lot about this tightly-
knit neighborhood. It was a great 
feeling to hold and take part in an 
event that adds even more value to 
an already stellar community.”

Country Club Civic 
conducts a clean up

CCCA members, police offi cer Malafronte gather before the clean up. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
The Bronx was offi cially the 

fi rst in the nation last week to 
wish America a “happy birthday” 
with a time honored borough tra-
dition.

The annual ‘New York Salutes 
America’ boardwalk festival and 
fi reworks extravaganza was held 
Thursday, June 25 at Orchard 
Beach where many Bronxites took 
full advantage of the free family-
friendly celebration that included 
delicious food, balloon artists, face 
painting, and magicians among a 
host of other activities. 

Hosted by Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr. and Senator Jeff 
Klein, the event began with a pro-
cession of bagpipers marching to 
the stage at Orchard Beach Pavil-
ion, which was topped off by the 
Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade 
2015 King, Jose Figueroa, Jr.’s, 
emotionally stirring rendition of 
the National Anthem.

During an awards ceremony 
Diaz recognized event sponsors 
Assemblyman Michael Benedet-
to’s, Schuyler Hill Funeral Home, 
Snapple, Sanitation Salvage Corp., 
Sabrett, Pepsi Corp., Pascap Corp., 
Manhattan Beer, DJ Ambulette, 
Con Edison, and Capital Shield for 

all of their support.              
“This event is always a great 

way to celebrate our patriotism 
and America’s independence and 
I am proud to have co-sponsored 
this event with Senator Jeff Klein 
for another year,” Borough Presi-
dent Diaz Jr. expressed. “Thou-
sands of people here tonight en-
joyed a world-class fi reworks 
show, great music, dancing and 
even our fi rst ever eating contest 
and I look forward to being a part 
of this event once again next year. 

This year had the fi rst-ever 
‘Bronx Eating Contest’ where male 
and female contestants chowed 
down on empanadas provided by 
Havana Cafe in Throggs Neck.

Chris Mesa was declared the 
winner of the men’s empanada eat-
ing contest and Brittany Mero was 
deemed the victor of the women’s 
division.

Both won a Bronx Prize Pack 
that included family passes to the 
Bronx Zoo and the New York Bo-
tanical Garden, a $75 Fresh Direct 
gift card, among others.

Alive N Kickin’ served as the 
evening’s main musical act, per-
forming a crowd pleasing set in-
cluding their number one hit sin-
gle ‘Tighter, Tighter’ as well as 

covers of Bruno Mars’ ‘Uptown 
Funk’ and Pharrell Williams’ 
‘Happy’.

Though Senator Klein was in 
Albany last Thursday, his offi ce 
aired a video during the event 
thanking everyone for their sup-
port and attendance.  

“Tonight is a special night at 
Orchard Beach as we get together 
each year to mark the greatest of 
our nation and enjoy food, music 
and of course a spectacular fi re-
works display,” Senator Klein said. 
“I am so proud to represent you 
and fi ght for you and I’m proud to 
sponsor tonight’s event. You’re all 
going to have a blast tonight and I 
wish I can be there with you. I’ll 
see you all when I’m back from Al-
bany.”

Thursday evening concluded 
with its yearly awe-inspiring pro-
fessional fi reworks display that lit 
up the night sky to many Bronx 
residents’ delight.        

“I come here every year to see 
the fi reworks because it’s the only 
show where you’re close enough 
to fully appreciate them. There’s 
a lot of great music and food mak-
ing this the perfect family outing 
and my family is really enjoying 
themselves tonight,” Richard Lo-

pez, a Westchester Square resi-
dent said. 

“I had today off and decided 
to spend it with my grand-
daughter at Orchard beach and 
we ended up hearing about this 
event from my friend, Hector 
who’s a regular at this event,” 
Jenny Rivera, a Co-op City resi-
dent said. 

“I’ve been coming here for 
15 years now and I love watch-

ing the fi reworks every year, as 
well as meeting new people. As 
a veteran, this is an absolutely 
beautiful experience,” Hector 
Nieves, Iraq War veteran and 
Co-op City resident shared.

“I really like this event and 
hanging out with my grandma 
and my new friend, Hector. I’m 
having a lot of fun here tonight,” 
Xiomara Soto, eight-year-old 
Pelham Bay resident expressed. 

The Bronx Salutes America 

Attendees at last Thursday’s ‘New York Salutes America’ enjoyed a free fi reworks 
display at Orchard Beach. Photo by Laura Stone

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A local animal shelter is preparing to 

hold a fundraiser for the benefi t of its pets.
On Sunday, July 12, New Beginning 

Animal Rescue, the only no-kill animal 
shelter in the Bronx will hold an animal 
fundraiser from noon to 5 p.m. at the Lo-
cust Point Civic Association, 3300 Tierney 
Place.

The event will connect New Beginning 
Animal Rescue with other animal lovers in 
the community, presenting them with an 
opportunity to help the non-profi t organi-
zation by adopting, volunteering, or both.

The animal shelter, which takes in stray 
and unwanted dogs and cats that would 
otherwise be euthanized, will encourage 
the adoption of one dog and two cats in par-
ticular - three pets that have each been at 
the shelter for over two years.

Gilbert, who arrived at the animal shel-
ter as a two-month old puppy two years 
ago, has been at the shelter ever since, but 
is sweet and lovable, according to New Be-
ginnings. 

Mikey and Louie are both sweet, af-
fectionate cats who became friends in the 
shelter and make wonderful companions. 

New Beginnings has stated that they 
would like for them to be adopted together 
but will not deny either of them a home if 
someone is interested in adopting one of 

them.
“If someone adopted both of these cats 

they would get the best of both worlds,” vol-
unteer Christina Abbatiello said. “They’ve 
been close for over two years, and it would 
be great if someone gave them a new home 
together. Gilbert has spent practically his 
whole life at the animal shelter and we are 
also hoping that he can fi nd a new family 
and home of his own - he’s such a good boy 
and we don’t understand why he has not 
been adopted yet.”

New Beginnings Animal Rescue, which 
shelters 50 dogs and 45 cats at a time, runs 
on private donations without any funding 
from the city. 

Because of this, New Beginnings is con-
stantly looking for support from the com-
munity and borough - even if it doesn’t 
mean that they will adopt.

“We encourage everyone that can, to 
show up and support this cause, maybe fi ll 
out an application - either to adopt or vol-
unteer,” Christina said. “Of course we’d 
love for all of our pets to be adopted tomor-
row, but we appreciate every bit of support 
that we receive. We encourage people to 
donate anything because the possibilities 
are endless when it comes to what a shelter 
can use.”

“We want our pets to fi nd new, perma-
nent homes - the problem is that there are 

not nearly enough homes to go around for 
our pets to be adopted,” said Marlene Giga, 
a volunteer who trains scout and student 
volunteers also involved in the animal 
shelter. “The Bronx has the highest rate 
of pet abandonment in New York City, and 
hopefully, with the help of our community 
and our borough, we can decrease and 
even reverse this statistic.”

“We are doing a good deed for these 
animals as well as the community,” said 
founder and president Pedro Rosario, who 
encourages other shelters and organiza-
tions to also bring their pets and enjoy the 
event. 

“With the help of Senator Jeff Klein, 
who spread the word of the event, to Chris-
tina, who offered the Locust Point Civic 
Association for the third time as well as 
assistance from community volunteers, 
we are able to hold an event for a great 
cause where those in attendance will re-
alize that they have the power to save an 
animal’s life.

The fundraiser will also include pho-
tographers, cupcakes, face painting, free 
candy and a bake sale. 

Safety booklets/kits from Senator Klein 
and basic animal tips will also be provided 
at the event. 

All proceeds from the event will be do-
nated to New Beginnings Animal Rescue.

Animal rescue group to hold fundraiser

New Beginnings hopes this cat Mikey is adopted 
with his companion, Louie. Both have lived at the 
shelter for over two years. 
 Photo courtesy of New Beginning Animal Rescue
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Westchester Square Business Im-

provement District held its annual meet-
ing recently, highlighting the progress the 
Square’s business community has made since 
the formation of the BID three years ago. 

The meeting, held on Thursday, June 25, 
noted the shopping hub’s improved image. It 
was only a few years ago that the area was 
primarily seen by many only as a location to 
make transit connections and to buy special-
ity items, said Lisa Sorin, the BID’s director. 

Now, with scores  of events held by the 
Westchester Square BID, often with local 
partners, the BID believes a new image for 
the Square is gradually emerging as a family-
friendly destination, said Sorin. 

The next phase of the transformation will 
be a rebranding of the image of the Square, 
she said. 

“Over the course of the next year, we have 
a consulting team on board that is going to 
look at the neighborhood and its history,” 
said Sorin of the marketing efforts, adding 
that the consultants will survey the commu-
nity and make recommendations. 

The BID’s executive director person-
ally believes that the focus of a rejuvenated 
Westchester Square will be on showcasing 
the arts, but said she will also be open to the 
consultants’ research fi ndings. 

Also discussed during the annual gath-
ering was increasing the BID’s social media 
presence, which Sorin said had doubled in 
the past year, and continuing and expanding 
an ongoing partnership between the Hutchin-
son Metro Center and its new Marriot hotel. 

Local businessman and BID chairman 
John Bonizio said  that since the Square 
does not have big box stores, he considers the 
Hutchinson Metro Center and Montefi ore 
Medical Center the area’s anchors. 

Montefi ore has purchased the assets of 
the defunct Westchester Square Medical 
Center and opened another medical facility, 
Montefi ore Westchester Square, in addition 
to operating several facilities on Williams-
brige Road near the BID’s boundaries. The 
Hutchinson Metro Center is a close neighbor, 
located nearby on Waters Place. 

In addition to holding a plethora of fam-
ily friendly events, from movie nights to vis-
its from Santa Claus, the BID will also be 
focused on obtaining funding to complete a 
security camera project that is already in op-
eration. 

The BID has already funded phase one of 
the camera project, which placed four of the 
fi rst 15 security cameras in the Square, ac-
cording to BID literature. 

The BID is waiting for New York state to 
release grant funds to complete the project, 
said Sorin. The BID will work with the 45th 
Precinct on the camera project, she added. 

The keynote speaker for the annual gath-
ering was NY1 reporter Erin Clarke. He 
spoke of the role the media can play in high-
lighting businesses when they are celebrat-
ing a milestone or as part of a larger story. 

He also expressed the media may provide 
more leverage to businesses in dealing with 
city agencies. 

In addition, a number of awards were pre-
sented to local businesspeople and BID part-
ners: Outstanding Service Partner Award to 
Department of Transportation Bronx Com-
missioner Constance Moran; Outstanding 
Community Service Award; Sandi Lusk of 
the Westchester Square Zerega Improve-
ment Organization; Merchant of the Year, 
Bonavita Key Food; Corporate Partnership 
Award, Prestige Car Service and Bronx Dis-
trict Partner Award to the Fordham Road 
Business Improvement District. 

Westchester Square BID 
highlights future goals

(l-r) Westchester Square Business Improvement District chairman John Bonizio; Bob Corbett, Bonavita 
manager and Lisa Sorin, BID executive director as the Merchant of the Year Award is presented to 
Bonavita Key Food on Thursday, June 25. Community News Group

Picture the Park! grand prize winner Nilka Martell stands alongside her captivating ‘Split Rock’ photo-
graph. Photo by Miriam Quin

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A new exhibit showcasing Pelham Bay 

Park’s seldom seen beauty and history is set 
to open this Sunday.

According to Barbara Dolensek, City Is-
land Nautical Museum vice president, the 
Friends of Pelham Bay Park and City Island 
Nautical Museum’s ‘Picture the Park!’ exhibi-
tion will begin Sunday, July 5 and conclude in 
mid August. 

Dolensek said ‘Picture the Park’ is a trav-
eling exhibit and will be displayed at the Hun-
tington Free Library in September.

The contest began in February and fea-
tured fi ve categories including ‘Infused by 
Bronx History’, ‘Seasons’, ‘People in the Park’, 
‘Wildlife’, and ‘Scenic Vistas’.

The winners were determined through 
FPBP’s Facebook page where the top six pho-
tos in each category receiving the most ‘likes’ 
were recognized in the exhibit. 

This same method was used to declare the 
top fi ve winners from each category as well as 
the overall grand prize winner.   

“As volunteers, Friends of Pelham Bay 
Park see many areas of open space which the 
public may not be aware of,” Lizbeth Gonza-
les, FPBP president expressed. “Through the 
lenses of these photographers, we are able 
to see not only new vistas, but also familiar 
places with new eyes.” 

On Thursday, June 18, a private reception 
was held at City Island Nautical Museum for 
the contest’s winners and runners-up, 

FPBP representatives, trustees of the City 
Island Nautical Museum, former Borough 
Commissioner of Parks Hector Aponte and 
newly appointed Borough Commissioner of 
Parks Iris Rodriguez-Rosa attended.

The top fi ve photos were Laura Sanchez’s 
‘Refl ection’ from the Scenic Vistas category, 
Leah Nani’s ‘Deer into the Woods’ from the 
Wildlife category, Miriam Quinones’ ‘Cannot 
Wait for Spring’ from the People in the Park 
category and her ‘Lady in Red’ from the Sea-
sons category, and Nilka Martell’s ‘Split Rock’ 

from the Infused by History category.
Martell was named grand prize winner 

and presented a gift bag containing a Sony 
portable DVD player and headphones, a 
FPBP hat and pens, and a journal.

To Martell, her photograph represents a 
period of her life marked by big change and 
a growing curiosity to learn more about the 
Bronx.

“I hope this photo stirs people’s curiosity 
to learn more about Split Rock and about its 
importance here in the Bronx,” she said.

Runners-up were Alfonso Rodriguez, Dan 
Feil, Kathleen Canzoniero, William Murray, 
Mindy Fisher, Jorge Santiago, Samantha 
Halpern, Fernando Justiniano, Cristias Ro-
sas, Angelo Bellocchio, Jim Kortleven, Lau-
rie Galioto, Charles Kreig, Jack Rothman, 
Lauren Chernin, Nacho Mena, Jennifer Illig, 
Thomas Casey, and Sharon Behnke.

“It was great to see so many friends and 
family accompanying these photographers 
at this reception,” Gonzalez shared. “People 
were surprised by the beauty and power of 
these images.”

“I’ve been taking pictures for so many 
years and to go to the museum and see both 
of my photos exhibited here is very exciting,” 
Miriam Quinones shared. “My ‘Lady in Red’ 
was one of the most talked about photos be-
cause of the mystery surrounding it.” 

“We appreciate the hard work invested 
in our contest not only by the Friends of Pel-
ham Bay Park and the Parks Department, 
but also by the City Island Nautical Museum. 
It is a wonderful partnership,” Gonzalez ex-
pressed.

To stay informed about FPBP’s exciting 
and on-going events, visit their offi cial web-
site www.pelhambaypark.org and their Face-
book page.  

The museum is open to the general public 
every Saturday and Sunday from 1 to 5 p.m. 

For special appointments and general in-
formation, contact Barbara Dolensek at (718) 
885-0507.

 ‘Picture the Park!’ 
winners exhibited 





years before retiring in 1965 
with the rank of Detective 
Lieutenant.

A highly decorated offi -
cer, Biaggi’s heroism is re-
membered when he saved a 
woman on a runaway horse, 
which resulted in him hav-
ing a permanent limp.

During his law enforce-
ment career, Biaggi was 
wounded 10 times and killed 
two suspects in self-defense 
and was awarded the police 
department’s Medal of Honor 
and the National Police Offi -
cers Association of Ameri-
ca’s  Medal of Valor in addi-
tion to 27 other decorations.

Despite lacking a college 
education, Biaggi attended 
New York Law School on 
a full scholarship after its 
dean Daniel Gutman heard 
him speak at a public event.

Biaggi earned his law de-
gree in 1963 and a few years 
later founded the New York 
law fi rm Biaggi, Enrich and 
Lang.  

Bob Nolan, Ancient Or-

der of the Hibernians Bronx 
County Board president and 
friend of both the late con-
gressman and his family, 
fi rst met Biaggi in 1968 when 
he ran for Congress in the 
East Bronx.

This same year, Biaggi 
was elected to the 91st Con-
gressional District as a Dem-
ocrat in a landslide victory 
earning 60.5% of the vote.

“He set a standard for bet-
ter response times for his 
constituents and preferably 
got involved in their affairs,” 
Nolan said. “He worked very 
hard and developed a repu-
tation as a ‘go-to-guy’ to get 
things done.”

Biaggi was committed 
to serving the various ethic 
groups throughout his dis-
trict and made a conscious 
effort to fully understand 
their cultures. 

Nolan shared the time 
when he found a copy of the 
book, ‘The Joys of Jiddiah’ in 
Biaggi’s car.

When asked about it, 
Biaggi told his friend he was 

reading the book between 
trips to learn more about the 
people he represented.

True to his word, Biaggi 
established the Ad Hoc Com-
mittee on Irish Affairs in 
Congress and fought hard on 
behalf of the Irish-Catholic 
minority in Northern Ire-
land arguing for their basic 
human rights to be recog-
nized and for a united Irish 
republic.

In 1973, Biaggi declared 
his candidacy for mayor of 
New York City, but fi nished 
in fourth place receiving 
10.96% of the vote. 

On August 5, 1988, Biaggi 
resigned from Congress after 
being convicted in two sepa-
rate corruption trials and 
was sentenced to eight years 
in prison. He was released in 
1991 due to declining health.

The following year, Biaggi 
attempted a political come-
back by challenging Repre-
sentative Eliot Engel for his 
former seat in the Demo-
cratic primary, but lost.

In 2011, Biaggi was hon-

ored by the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians with the ‘Friend 
of the Irish’ award recogniz-
ing his many contributions 
to the Irish community. His 
son Mario, Jr. accepted the 
award on his father’s behalf 
due to health issues.

A memorial service for 
the late former congressman 
was held on Monday, June 
27 and Tuesday, June 28 at 
Riverdale on the Hudson Fu-
neral Home.

The AOH gathered 
Tuesday to offer prayers 
to Biaggi and his family 
which according to Nolan is 
the fi rst time the group has 
done this for someone non-
Irish.

A funeral Mass was held 
at St. Phillip Neri Church 
on Wednesday, July 1 and 
Biaggi will be laid to rest at 
Gate of Heaven Cemetery.

Biaggi is survived by his 
four children Jacqueline, 
Barbara, Richard and Ma-
rio, Jr., his 11 grandchil-
dren, and his four great-
grandchildren.   
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A former NYC police offi cer, Bronx Congressman Ma-
rio Biaggi, served as a U.S. Representative from New 
York for 19 years until resigning in 1988. 
 Photo courtesy of the Collection of the U.S. House of 
Representatives

Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A new health conscious build-

ing initiative seeks to provide 
some deeply plagued Bronx 
neighborhoods with a cleaner 
bill of health.  

On Tuesday, June 9, Mon-
tefi ore Health System, the New 
York City Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene, and the 
Northwest Bronx Community 
and Clergy Coalition, in collabo-
ration with local partners, were 
awarded $250,000 by the BUILD 
Health Challenge to implement 
the Bronx Healthy Buildings 
Program.

This initiative targets the 
northwest and central Bronx’s 
deteriorating housing condi-
tions, seeking to reduce asthma 
hospitalizations, lowering en-
ergy consumption, establishing 
green jobs and ensuring housing 
affordability.

According to the Community 
Health Needs Assessment, there 
is a high prevalence of asthma 
and asthma risk factors in rela-
tion to the northwest and central 
Bronx neighborhoods.

Nearly a third of the approxi-
mately 170,000 central Bronx res-
idents under age 18 are at serious 

risk and tenants in these neigh-
borhoods face some of the worst 
housing conditions in the city 
with high rates of housing code 
violations.

A NWBCCC spokesperson 
said the project is in its planning 
phase and there is currently no 
offi cial implementation date set, 
however they anticipate it to be 
launched in the fall. 

In addition, NWBCCC is cur-
rently aggregating multiple sets 
of data to be analyzed in identi-
fying target buildings which will 
allow them to project a more pre-
cise start date for the project.   

The partners were honored 
at June 9’s BUILD Health Chal-
lenge Award Ceremony in Wash-
ington, D.C. and selected by the 
National Program BUILD Health 
Challenge as one of 18 nationwide 
partnerships to receive funding.  

“Working together with our 
community partners, we plan 
to tackle the conditions that af-
fect asthma in the place where 
sufferers spend much of their 
time: at home,” Marina Reznik, 
M.D., M.S., attending physician, 
Division of General Pediatrics, 
Department of Pediatrics, Chil-
dren’s Hospital at Montefi ore, 

and associate professor of Pedi-
atrics at Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine said. “We will imple-
ment interventions to improve 

housing conditions, improve 
health, and reduce the costs as-
sociated with frequent and pre-
ventable hospitalizations.” 

Collaborating with partners 
like BlocPower, the Emerald Cit-
ies Collaborative, and the New 
York Lawyers for the Public In-
terest, NWBCCC will use the 
grant to improve substandard 
housing by conducting building 
inspections, identifying homes 
needing repair and retrofi tting 
these buildings to improve in-
door air quality and energy effi -
ciency.

“Northwest Bronx Commu-
nity and Clergy Coalition works 
to develop visionary leadership 
and build community power by 
addressing root causes of the 
issues that we see in our com-
munity,” Sandra Lobo, NWB-
CCC board president expressed. 
“Healthy Buildings will promote 
energy effi ciency and wholis-
tic community health while ad-
dressing rising housing costs 
and creating local jobs.”

The funds will support re-
cruiting and training commu-
nity health workers who will bet-
ter inform tenants and landlords 
on asthma self-management as 

well as coordinate education 
campaigns for at-risk families 
and individuals.

Receiving supplementary sup-
port from Montefi ore, the two 
year, community-based program 
will focus upon multi-family 
buildings housing low-income 
residents whom may not possess 
the means or ability to improve 
their living conditions.

BHBP will enforce safe pest 
control measures combating 
these common asthma triggers 
and will use energy savings to 
fi nance building upgrades while 
reducing overall costs for land-
lords and tenants.

“Inequality is a profound chal-
lenge affecting our city, includ-
ing our health care system and 
the many factors that promote 
and ensure health in our commu-
nities,” Dr. Jane Bedell, Bronx 
District Public Health Offi ce as-
sistant commissioner explained. 
“The key to eliminating health 
disparities is in our ability to 
address the social determinants 
of health. The Bronx Healthy 
Buildings Program is an inspir-
ing project that will demonstrate 
how we can change systems to 
improve health in our city.”

BUILD Challenge to improve living conditions

Housing conditions such as those ap-
pearing inside 85 Strong Street will be 
addressed by the Bronx Healthy Build-
ings Program. 
 Photo courtesy of North Bronx Community 
and Clergy Coalition
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Security Guard  
Training
Become a NY State Certified  
Security Guard Today!
8 HR. PREASSIGNEMET  •  16 HR. ON THE JOB TRAINING 
FIREGUARD PREP  •  IDC- (INSTURCTOR DEVELOPMENT COURSE)
F8O CORDINATOR OF FIRE SAGETY & ALARM SYSTEMS

E F F I C I E N T  C A R E  T R A I N I N G  C E N T E R

Home Health Aide 
Training
Your Future Starts Now!
Su Futuro Empieza Ahora!
DAY & EVENING COURSES • EXPERIENCED INSTRUCTORS
JOB ASSISTANCE PROVIDED • SE HABLA ESPANOL

Instructors Wanted
HHA- Spanish & English • EKG, Phlebotomy, CNA

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd FL
Ridgewook, Ny 11385
718.307.7141
ACCESSIBLE BY    L     M  
 Q58    Q66    B52    B26    B54

168-25 Jamaica Ave., 
Jamaica, Ny 11432 
718.609.1674
ACCESSIBLE BY   F      J      E 
 Q24    Q56

54 06 M tl A 2 d FL 168 25 J i A

enroll now! new for june!
EKG, Phlebotomy Class Starting June 29th
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