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Do-It-Yourself Disaster 

1ST BRONX UPSCALE
HOTEL OPENS DOOR

Funeral 
homes stiffed 

by city

A rental truck, towing an automobile and hauling a family’s household belongings slammed into the Westchester 
Avenue overpass while traveling southbound on the Huntchinson River Parkway, tearing the truck into pieces and 
scattering furniture, appliances and boxes of clothing along the righthand lane of the highway. The accident oc-
cured around 8 a.m. on Tuesday, June 23, and required a massive cleanup.   Photo by Walter Pofeldt

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO 
AND ROBERT WIRSING

Some funeral directors are hav-
ing issue with the closure of the 
borough’s only medical examiner’s 
offi ce. 

Since the Offi ce of Chief Medical 
Examiner consolidated operations 
and closed the Bronx offi ce at Ja-
cobi Medical Center in June, prob-
lems have emerged in Queens and 
Manhattan, where the borough’s 
deceased are now taken, said Rob-
ert Ruggiero, executive director of 
the Metropolitan Funeral Direc-
tors Association. 

According to the association, a 
trade group representing indepen-
dent funeral directors, some bod-
ies have been misidentifi ed and 
released to the wrong funeral di-
rectors, and the chapels are facing 
longer wait times since the consoli-
dation. 

“We are trying to be support-
ive of the medical examiners...but 
consolidation is failing miserably,” 
said Ruggiero. “Management can-
not control their people is what it 
boils down to.” 

The trade group thought the 
new OCME system was going to 
work and that improvements would 
soon be seen, but three weeks into 
the new arrangement, nothing’s 
changed, he said. 

According to MFDA, before 
OCME announced its closure of the 
Bronx and Staten Island morgues 
with little prior notifi cation, OCME 
cancelled two meetings with 
MFDA, saying there were no press-
ing or imminent issues to discuss.

In previous meetings with 
MFDA, OCME assured the group it 
planned to construct a new $24 mil-
lion mortuary investigative facility 
on the existing Jacobi campus only 
to later announce they scrapped the 
plan over a year ago and eliminated 
it from their budget, the MFDA 
stated.

The Bronx and Staten Island 

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Business leaders and elected 

offi cials gathered to celebrate the 
opening of the Marriott Residence 
Inn at the Hutch Metro Center 
atrium on Wednesday.

The 125-room hotel, which 
began hosting guests in May, is 
touted as the Bronx’s fi rst upscale, 
brand-name hotel.

The event was an important 
milestone for the Hutch Metro 
Center complex, said Joseph Si-
mone, president of Simone Devel-
opment.

“It is also a landmark event for 
the Bronx, and an example of all 
the excitement happening across 
the borough,” said Simone.

The borough president extolled 
the accomplishment at the ribbon 
cutting ceremony.

“This is a big deal,” said Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.

The hotel is a signifi cant item 
in a long list of recent develop-
ments in the Bronx, he said, citing 
the Mall at Bay Plaza, the Trump 
Golf Links, and the upcoming 
Kingsbridge National Ice Center.

He thanked Simone Develop-
ment for their contribution in the 

Continued on Page 4

Traffi c forum addresses future concerns
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

The East Bronx Traffi c Coali-
tion brought together residents to 
discuss their concerns about traffi c 
with unprecedented retail develop-
ment taking place in the borough’s 
eastern corner.

The coalition, a consortium of 
civic organizations, held their fi rst 

public forum at Providence Rest in 
Country Club on Tuesday, June 24. 

Members of the community tes-
tifi ed as to their concerns about 
traffi c growing pains in the region. 

The public got a chance to look 
over the fi ndings of the group’s 
volunteers who have researched a 
number of locations along I-95 and 

the Hutchinson River Parkway be-
tween Co-op City and Ferry Point 
that are already or may see an in-
crease in traffi c volume. 

The group has been studying the 
issues for over a year. 

Topics that the coalition mem-
bers presented fi ndings on were:

• an over view of how the traffi c 

situation got to be a major concern - 
Frank Vernuccio   

• Ferry Point, presented by Dotti 
Poggi 

• Bruckner Interchange and an 
idea for a slip ramp onto I-95 north 
at St. Joseph’s Way - John Marano

• a proposal to change traffi c 
Continued on Page 11Continued on Page 4
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The average age of NYC community 

board membership just got lowered with the 
addition of 16 and 17-year-old members.

A bill, primarily sponsored by Council-
man Ben Kallos, was adopted by the City 
Council on June 11, and will give the boards 
a younger voice on local issues.

“As a young member of my community, 
all I really felt that I could do was sit on 
the sidelines,” said Jon-Michael Provetto, 
who was appointed to Community Board 10 
in April and sat in on his fi rst meeting on 
Thursday, June 18. “As I got older, I began to 
realize all of the changes were being made 
throughout the neighborhood. That’s when 
I asked myself, ‘how can I get involved and 
help the community?’”

Provetto, who also joined the Youth and 
Education Committee and is also consider-
ing joining Parks and Recreation, will now 
make recommendations on such matters as  
the approval or denial of liquor licenses, ur-
ban planning matters, recreation and bud-
geting. 

He will also be playing close attention 
to the neighborhood’s housing and zoning 
laws. 

Since his appointment in April, he has 
been mentored by board  chairman Martin 
Prince.

“The passing of this bill is a very posi-
tive step - because it realizes that young in-
dividuals like myself are making a differ-
ence in their communities,” said Provetto. 

“It paves the way for new political members 
and instills confi dence in them that they 
can be the future of community boards.”

“We welcome these young members and 
we need youth on our community boards 
again,” said Ivine Galarza, district manager 
at Community Board 6, who recalled when 
community boards in the Bronx boosted 
older teens during Fernando Ferrer’s ten-
ure as borough president from 1987 to 2001. 

“Since government is not taught in high 
school, it is imperative that the high school 
students of our community have the oppor-
tunity to start young,” she said.

Galarza also said that she looks forward 
to the training orientation on Monday, July 
20 and that come September, this change 
among New York City community boards 
will be in full force.

Councilman Ritchie Torres, who was 
elected to offi ce in November 2013 as the 
youngest member of the City Council, spon-
sored the resolution and was thrilled about 
the bill’s passing.

“I am elated to see teenagers joining 
their local community boards,” said Torres. 
“The recent change in state law, supported 
by a City Council resolution, has allowed 
for a new group of teens to not only learn 
about local government from hands-on ex-
perience, but take an active role in decision-
making in their neighborhoods. I look for-
ward to seeing more high school students 
join their local community boards in com-
ing years.”

Sixteen-, seventeen-year 
olds can now join CBs

Provetto at his fi rst Community Board 10 meeting on Thursday, June 18. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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form of the Hutch Metro 
Center, among other de-
velopments.

“They’ve invested, 
they’ve bet on the Bronx,” 
said Diaz.

The Hutch Metro Cen-
ter is a 42-acre, multi-
building campus with ten-
ants that include medical 
offi ces and city agencies. 

The campus will almost 
double in size when the 
additional property, for-
merly used by Bronx Sate 
Hospital, is developed.

“This is only half of 

what the Simone organi-
zation is going to do,” said 
Diaz.

The campus, and spe-
cifi cally the hotel, is adja-
cent to the site earmarked 
for the future Morris Park 
Metro North train station, 
which promises future de-
velopment in the area.

“I remember when 
nothing existed here,” 
said Councilman James 
Vacca about the site.

Now the center is an 
economic engine in his 
district and in the Bronx.

“The services, the jobs, 

it’s all been phenomenal,” 
said Vacca. “It speaks to 
the future of the Bronx.”

The hotel also has the 
potential to facilitate tour-
ism in the Bronx, with 
easy access to the Bronx 
Zoo, New York Botanical 
Garden and Yankee Sta-
dium, said Marlene Cin-
tron, the director of the 
Bronx Overall Economic 
Development Corpora-
tion.

“This is a game changer 
for the Bronx,” said Cin-
tron. “We want this to be 
the fi rst of many more.”

mortuary closures subject 
the public to extended wait 
times for OCME removal 
teams to arrive and take a 
loved one for examination, 
as well as extended wait 
times for funeral homes to 
pick up decedents from the 
OCME for funerals and buri-
als, MFDA contends.

MFDA claims this deci-
sion results in more traffi c, 
wasted fuel, parking issues 
and other service bottle-
necks at the three remain-
ing morgues and causes 
more suffering from families 
anxiously waiting for the re-
moval of their loved one for 
burial or cremation.

Beginning earlier this 

month, OCME announced 
north Bronx decedents would 
be transferred to Queens for 
mortuary services whereas 
south Bronx deceased would 
be sent to Manhattan.

OCME only announced 
these changes on May 7, say-
ing they would be transfer-
ring Bronx and Staten Island 
mortuary services to neigh-
boring boroughs.

An OCME spokeswoman 
stated in response to travel 
time concerns that a number 
of Bronx deceased have been 
transferred to Queens for the 
last several years without 
imposing undue burden on 
funeral directors and fami-
lies and estimated that cost 
of added tolls, fuel and times 

will be minimal.
Regarding the pickup 

process, the OCME spokes-
woman said that the Queens 
and Manhattan morgues 
had each added a check out 
station. 

She also added that a re-
view of response times from 
borough detectives from the 
precincts with the highest 
homicide rates show an over-
all decrease in travel time 
when comparing the Man-
hattan facility to the facility 
at Jacobi Medical Center.

Despite these assurances, 
local funeral directors still 
have concerns.

“The transfer was done 
overnight and it’s had a large 
negative impact, not just for 
us, but for the families suf-
fering a loss,” Patrick Mc-
Nulty, Jr., McNulty Funeral 
Home director said.

“Everything’s at a stand-
still and we really don’t 
know what’s happening now; 
it’s chaos,” James McQuade, 
Schuyler Hill Funeral Home 
director said. “You can ask 
any funeral director in the 
Bronx, none of them are in 
favor of this transfer.”

“We have had to go to 
Queens in the past few 
months for removals, but one 
of the bigger issue with this 
transfer is how it will affect 
police investigations,” Sal 
Farenga, Jr., Farenga Broth-
ers, Inc. Funeral Home direc-
tor shared. “This decision 
was made without discuss-
ing it with the Metropolitan 
Funeral Directors Associa-
tion or the borough president 
and it’s very disheartening 
as it seems the Bronx is last 
on everyone’s list.”

Farenga added the trans-
fer should have taken fami-
lies’ religious beliefs into 
consideration and the clergy 
he has spoken to share in 
this opinion.

A spokesperson for Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr. said his offi ce takes these 
concerns seriously and is in-
vestigating.

Bronx welcomes Marriott Residence Inn

Funeral homes stiffed by city

The Marriott Resident Inn at the Hutch Metro Center Atrium on ribbon cutting day. 
 Community News Group / Jaime Williams

Simone Development owners cut the ribbon on the borough’s fi rst Marriot , along with Bronx elected 
offi cials and business leaders. Community News Group / Jaime Williams

From Page 1

Patrick McNulty, Jr. is concerned about families he believes might 
suffer because of consolidation of Medical Examiner’s Offi ce . 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

from Page 1
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Volunteer organizers of the South Bronx Farmers Market at their second season’s opening day. (l-r) 
director Lily Kesselman, Jake Thomas, Rosanne Placencia-Knepper and Linda Ortiz. Photo by Edwin Soto

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The South Bronx Farmers Market is 

back for round two after a successful fi rst 
season bringing fresh food to Mott Haven.

The market, recently incorporated as a 
non-profi t, was founded in 2014 when a group 
of local residents came together to found the 
volunteer-run project. They opened for the 
2015 season on Saturday, June 20.

The weekly market grew from a desire 
to bring greater access to fresh and locally-
sourced food to the Bronx, said director 
Lily Kesselman.

Compared to other neighborhoods in the 
city, Mott Haven didn’t have the same types 
of food shopping experiences and opportu-
nity, said board member Rosanne Placen-
cia-Knepper. 

“It was important for me that people 
where I live have access to this kind of op-
portunity without getting on a train,” said 
Placencia-Knepper.

The market also wanted to provide sup-
port for local and sustainable farms, which 
are all within about 100 miles from the city. 
Two of those farms, the Urban Rebuilding 
Initiative and La Finca Del Sur, are in the 
Bronx.

Fresh produce offered include items 
such as tomatoes, peppers, sweet potatoes, 
collard greens, swiss chard, spinach, okra 
and herbs, among other things. Local ven-
dors such as the Port Morris Distillery and 
Zaro’s Bakery also sell goods.

Each week the farmers market also 
hosts a cooking demonstration by represen-
tatives from the Department of Health, the 
organization Just Foods or from commu-
nity chefs. 

The demonstrations teach shoppers 
tasty ways to use their healthy produce.

“They’re showing that anybody can be a 
cook,” said Kesselman.

The market hopes to inspire kids to get 
interested in cooking and eating healthy, 
she said, and the market recently received 
a grant to distribute coupons to local school 
kids each month, in the hopes their families 
will become regulars at the markets.

They are also part of the ‘Health Bucks’ 
program which provides $2 coupon for ev-
ery $5 spent with SNAP and other benefi ts, 
increasing purchasing power by 40 per-
cent.

“A big part of our mission is increasing 
options for healthy eating for people on ben-
efi ts,” said Kesselman.

The organizers have a vision to expand 
to satellite locations, possibly including 
farm stands in nearby housing projects, to 
bring fresh food directly to residents there.

Their ambitious goals come on the heels 
of what Kesselman said was a successful 
fi rst season in 2014, thanks to volunteers, 
partners such as the St. Jerome Church and 
all the attendees who welcomed the market 
with open arms.

“We feel very supported in the commu-
nity,” she said.

For the organizers, the community as-
pect was an important element of the proj-
ect, and they took pains to fi nd out what 
local residents wanted from a farmers mar-
ket.

“I thought it would be a great opportu-
nity to create a space for people to come 
together, for neighbors to get to know each 
other,” said Rosanne

And come they did, fl ocking to the mar-
ket as the tables were still setting up.

“It quickly became a hub,” said Kessel-
man.

The South Bronx Farmers Market is 
open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturdays 
through November 21 on 138th Street be-
tween Willis and Alexander avenues.

South Bronx Farmers 
Market starts Season 2
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Discovery for Justice is fi ghting for 

change.
The Bronx-based advocacy group joined 

Councilman Andy King to call on lawmak-
ers to pass open discovery laws in response 
to the death of Kalief Brodwer.

Browder was 16 when he was arrested on 
an alleged robbery charge in the Bronx in 
2010. He  spent three years at Rikers Island 
awaiting trial before the case was eventually 
dismissed, about two of those years in soli-
tary confi nement. 

Browder struggled with mental illness 
during and after his confi nement and re-
cently killed himself at his Belmont home, 
prompting renewed calls to examine the 
criminal justice system in New York.

“Kalief Browder’s story is tragic, but not 
unavoidable,” said Councilman Andy King 
at a press conference in front of the Bronx 
District Attorney’s offi ce on June 18 with Dis-
cover for Justice.

In court proceedings, the term ‘discov-
ery’ is used to refer to the exchange of infor-
mation between the prosecution and the de-
fence.

When defendants are not privy to the pros-
ecutor’s evidence, they don’t know what kind 
of case will be brought against them and can 
be pressured into pleading guilty to a lesser 
charge, said Browder’s lawyer Paul Prestia.

“Too often, prosecutors don’t turn over 
discovery until the day of trial” said Prestia 

“It doesn’t leave an even playing fi eld.”
The current criminal procedure laws are 

antiquated, said King, as open discovery laws 
are found in all but 14 states, New York fall-
ing into the latter group, and were recently 
implemented in Texas.

“We’re calling on legislators to pass a law 
mandating early, open and pretrial automatic 
discovery,” he said. “I ask my colleagues in 
the state, let’s do  right by the people of New 
York.”

King asked Bronxites to call on their state 
representatives to get behind repealing the 
corresponding criminal procedure law, 420 
and enacting 425.

Members of Discovery for Justice want 
trial information to be shared early in the 
process, so it’s clear to all parties involved 
whether the prosecution has a viable case.

“We’re interested in the truth” said mem-
ber and retired NYPD Carlton Berkley.

The changes could be part of a process 

to start holding prosecutors responsible for 
a defendant’s right to a speedy trial, which 
loopholes in the criminal procedure laws 
prevent.

“Kalief Browder languished in jail for 
three years while prosecutors delayed his 
case with out any accountability,” said Pres-
tia.

Prestia also called for reforms in the 
jails, and praised Mayor de Blasio’s decision 
to abolish solitary confi nement for juveniles 
last year, although he’d like to see the age 
raised to 21 because it can take a psychologi-
cal toll on young adults.

“Solitary confi nement is archaic, and 
frowned upon in much of the world,” said 
Prestia.

While in jail, Browder was at the mercy 
of the guards, he said, and experienced docu-
mented abuse.

Reforms to the criminal justice system 
could have saved Browder’s life, said Prestia, 
although now it’s too little, too late for him.

“But it’s not too little, too late for other 
young men and women that need to go 
through that system,” he said.

Policies at Rikers Island have been un-
der scrutiny this year, and on Monday, the 
Manhattan U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara 
announced his offi ce had reached an agree-
ment with city offi cials to implement reforms 
including the appointment of an independent 
monitor, additional training and changes to 
use of force policy.

Browder’s death renews call for trial reform

Councilman Andy King in front of the Bronx District Attorney’s offi ce with members of Discovery for 
Justice, calling for open discovery laws in the wake of Kalief Browder’s death. 
 Community News Group / Jaime Williams

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Even as the walls continue to 

rise, residents of Castle Hill are 
trying to fi nd ways to stop the con-
struction of a Days Inn in their back 
yard.

Concerns over the impact the 60-
plus unit project at 2338 Bruckner 
Boulevard  could have on the quiet 
residential neighborhood has a lo-
cal civic group pleading with the 
Department of Building to stop con-
struction due to the developer alleg-
edly not following the zoning laws.

Last fall, the Castle Hill  Neigh-
borhood Betterment Associations 
formed to fi ght the hotel, which lo-
cal residents feel could bring a host 
of problems ranging from prostitu-
tion, parking issues and declining 
property values, said CNBA presi-
dent Hector Soto.

“We’re concerned about how its 
going to impact us,” said Soto. “We 
just don’t see anything positive this 
will bring here.”

After a push from the commu-
nity and elected offi cials to look 

into zoning violations for the ‘as of 
right’ project, the DOB issued a tem-
porary stop work order, which was 
celebrated by electeds, but lifted 
soon after.

An April letter from Senator 
Jeff Klein, Assemblyman Luis 
Selpulveda and Soto called for a 
new stop work order regarding pro-
cedures followed by the developer 
as well as discrepancies between 
the approved plans and zoning reso-
lutions.

“These issues led us then and 
lead us now to believe that the appli-
cant’s plans have been approved in 
error,” it reads.

The DOB has not communicated 
with the CNBA any satisfactory 
reason for lifting the stop work or-
der, according to the letter.

“The continuing lack of tangible 
evidence and/or explanation to dem-
onstrate the project is in compli-
ance with all applicable zoning res-
olution, code and Multiple Dwelling 
Law requirements is counter-intui-
tive to your agency’s important role 

in ensuring compliant, responsible 
development in NYC.”

The CNBA will bring its request 
for answers directly to the DOB 
commissioner’s offi ce with a dem-
onstration from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Tuesday, June 30, outside 280 
Broadway. The group will depart 
from Holy Family church at 10 a.m.

Meanwhile, the association’s 
board is looking for legal avenues 
to pursue to halt the construction. 
They are also encouraging resi-
dents to be on the lookout for vio-
lations at the construction site to 

report to 311, to continue to hold 
the developer’s feet to the fi re, said 
Soto.

They’re frustrated with the DOB 
commissioner’s lack of communica-
tion with the group and unwilling-
ness to respond to what they feel are 
legitimate concerns.

“Everybody depends on the 
DOB,” said CNBA board member 
Nancy Rodriguez, but she feels the 
agency has failed the community.

“They’re allowing these people 
to come and build and ruin our 
neighborhood.”

Following concerns from local 
residents, the DPB conducted a full 
audit of this project, a spokesperson 
for the department said in a state-
ment. After the applicant resolved 
objections related to the audit, the 
plans were determined to be in full 
compliance with all applicable Con-
struction Codes and the NYC Zon-
ing Resolution, and the job permit-
ted to move forward. 

“The Department will continue 
to work with the community should 
safety or compliance concerns arise 
at this work site,” they said.

CHBA continues to 
fi ght Days Inn

The ongoing construction of a Days Inn Hotel at 2338 Bruckner Boulevard has residents of Castle Hill concerned. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt



BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
On Monday, June 22, NYPD deputy 

commissioner of legal matters Larry 
Byrne awarded grants to three students 
as a part of the Edward R. Byrne Schol-
arship Awards, which took place just af-
ter M.S. 101’s graduation at Lehman High 
School.

The grants were presented to gradu-
ating students Thias Flores, Joshua Ri-
vera and Cashonee Wimbush. They each 
received $250 towards their high school 
education. 

Their winning essays refl ected on the 
tragedy of Larry’s brother Edward Byrne, 
a police offi cer who was murdered while 
on the job in Queens on February, 26, 
1988.

At around 3:30 a.m. that morning, 
Byrne was sitting in his marked patrol 
car in front of a house that had repeatedly 
called the NYPD to report illegal activi-
ties taking place on the same street. 

Byrne, who was assigned to this loca-
tion alone, was  sitting in his car when an-
other car pulled up alongside him.

Two men in the car exited - one of the 
men broke the passenger side window of 
the police cruiser while the second man 
crept up on the driver’s side and shot 
Byrne fi ve times in the head with a .38 
caliber pistol, while two other men acted 
as lookouts. 

Shortly after, Byrne was pronounced 
dead at a local hospital, just fi ve days af-
ter his 22nd birthday.

In dedication and honor of the fallen 
police offi cer, 91st Avenue in Queens was 
renamed P.O. Edward R. Byrne Avenue 
and P.O. Edward Byrne Park was dedi-
cated, both in 1995.

The next year, the city changed the 
name of M.S. 101 from the Henry Bruck-
ner Junior High School to the Edward 
R. Byrne Middle School - where the stu-
dent body remains knowledgeable of the 

events that occurred that sad day in NYC 
history.  

Despite the tragic death of his brother 
over 25 years ago, Larry says that these 
to-be graduates at M.S. 101 benefi t from 
writing these essays.

“The winners presented us with three 
excellent essays and they each deserved 
to be awarded with this grant,” said 

Larry, who started the annual scholar-
ship awards program when the the school 
was renamed in his brother’s honor. 

“These essays may refl ect the sad, un-
fortunate history of my brother’s passing, 
but it also teaches students about the dan-
gerous history in New York City, from vio-
lence to drug use and other unlawful and 
unfortunate scenarios,” he added.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A group of outraged tenants and two 

elected offi cials are calling on the state at-
torney general to investigate tenant harass-
ment. 

Tenant leaders in four buildings in Pel-
ham Parkway, part of the Goldfarb Proper-
ties’ portfolio, are the victims of harassment, 
said Senator Jeff Klein, to encourage rent-
controlled and rent-stabilized tenants to 
leave so that higher rents may be charged. 

A rally was held in front of one of the 
buildings, 1135 Pelham Parkway North, on 
Monday, June 22, with Klein, Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj and tenant leaders calling on 
State Attorney General Eric Schneiderman 
to investigate their allegations through the 
recently created the Tenant Harassment 
Prevention Task Force. 

Senator Klein said at the press confer-
ence that no tenant should be the victim 
of systemic harassment or discrimination 
when they are trying to make a decent home 
for themselves and their families. 

“New York state law currently provides 
landlords with numerous incentives to evict 
tenants and raise rents,” said Klein, refer-
ring to “dishonest, scamming landlords.” 
“Let me be clear: this type of profi t motive 
has no place in state law.” 

The senator called for an investigation 
of Goldfarb, and also Amro Management, 
which runs another building with dissatis-
fi ed tenants at 3555 Bruckner Boulevard. 

Gjonaj said that the Goldfarb has to be 
more cooperative and sit down with his ten-
ants. 

“The tenants in these buildings have 
endured months of harassment, reduction 
of services and disruptions that have nega-
tively impacted their lives,” said Gjonaj. 

Joining tenants from 3555 Bruckner 
Boulevard and 1135 Pelham Parkway North 
were tenants at Goldfarb properties at 1130 

Pelham Parkway South, 1540 Pelham Park-
way South and 2160-2166 Matthews Avenue. 

Klein said, and several tenant leaders 
confi rmed, that the four buildings in the 
Pelham Parkway portfolio were acquired in 
early 2014 by Goldfarb from the Putter fam-
ily. 

Since then, tenants leaders said, they 
have been subject to numerous appearances 
in housing court on frivolous claims made 

by the landlord. 
While the alleged infractions are usu-

ally dismissed, the time and disruption 
are causing many in what were once sta-
ble buildings to leave, they charged.

“There are moving trucks outside 
every week,” said tenant Jerome Maid-
enberg of 1130 Pelham Parkway South, 
adding that in 2014 the elevator in his 
building did not work for four and a half 
months seriously inconveniencing the 
senior who lives on the sixth fl oor.

“The landlord is making conditions 
unbearable so that people move out,” 
Maidenberg said. 

Tenant leader Andrew Goebel, who 
lives at 1135 Pelham Parkway North, 
said that in his building the biggest is-
sues are frivolous lawsuits against ten-
ants, rodent infestation, lack of gas ser-
vice in some apartments and wheelchair 
accessibility that is not in compliance 
with the Americans With Disabilities 
Act. 

“I decided to form a tenant associa-
tion with the purpose of keeping myself 
and my tenants free from harassment by 
Goldfarb Properties,” said Goebel. “Un-
fortunately, Goldfarb prefers to run  its 
property management company using 
intimidation, harassment and frivolous 
lawsuits fi led against tenants with the 
hopes of evicting us from our rent-con-
trolled apartments.” 

Senator, tenants: stop Goldfarb’s harassment

Senator Klein speaks during a press conference on Monday, June 22 fl anked by tenants who believe 
that their landlord is making conditions unbearable. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

P.O. Byrnes 
scholarships awarded 

at  M.S. 101

(l-r) Byrne, awardee Wimbush, awardee Flores, awardee Rivera and Larry Nikunen, assistant chief of 
borough patrol pose after the three graduating students each received a $250 grant. 
 Photo courtesy of Kinhang Tong (NYPD)
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
The upcoming school year 

for students at Grand Concourse 
Academy Charter School will 
mean moving to a new campus.

Presently located between the 
Grand Concourse and Walton 
Avenue, GCACS was established 
in 2004 to serve kindergarten 
through fi fth grade and sees their 
students exceed others in the com-
mon core curriculum.

This charter school was re-
cently given the green light to ex-
pand services to eight grade, but 
needed a space to accommodate 
these additional students.

Monsignor Scanlan High 
School, on the Hutchinson River 
Parkway, will lease its under uti-
lized St. Helena Hall and Nat Sil-
verberg Gym to GCACS in the up-
coming school year. 

“We’ve been a ‘grade A char-
ter school’ for over 11 years,” Mi-
chael Simonetti, GCACS senior 
business associate informed. 
“The current school doesn’t offer 
enough space for our expansion 
and this is a great opportunity for 
urban students to attend school 
in a safe, gated community where 
they can learn and grow as indi-

viduals.”
He added GCACS will move up 

a grade each year and by 2017, the 
school will provide educational 
services for grades kindergarten 
through eighth.

GCACS student’s fi rst day at 
MSHS’s campus is slated for Fri-
day, September 11 at 8:30 a.m.

According to Simonetti, par-
ents interested in enrolling their 
children into the charter school 
should apply online at www.
gcacs.org.

He said that candidates from 
Bronx District 8 will be consid-
ered a priority on the wait list.

Given different schedules and 
calenders, MSHS and GCACS stu-
dents will not have any interac-
tion. 

In 1949, MSHS was founded 
as two schools known then as St. 
Helena’s High School of Boys and 
St. Helena’s School for Girls.

 The schools were established 
by Monsignor Arthur Scanlan, 
St. Helena Church’s founding pas-
tor, each occupying its own sepa-
rate building.

Both schools were renamed 
after Scanlan in 1972 and merged 
into one coeducational institu-

tion four years later, leaving St. 
Helena Hall empty for decades.

The fi ve-story high St. Helena 
Hall can house 600 to 700 students 
and will be used as the main facil-

ity for 450 GCACS students.
Renovations for this building 

are now underway and include a 
fresh coat of paint, polished fl oors, 
installation of  a new fi rst fl oor 

rest room and new furniture.
Simonetti explained St. Hel-

ena Hall will house technology 
and science labs as well as art and 
music rooms.

In addition, GCACS will uti-
lize the Nat Silverberg Gym’s top 
fl oor as four kindergarten class-
rooms that will house 25 to 26 
students each and have two teach-
ers per classroom and the bottom 
fl oor for physical education and 
athletic activities.

MSHS students will now uti-
lize the Gallagher Gym for their 
sports events and gym classes.

Simonetti said Nat Silverberg 
Gym will also provide GCACS 
students an opportunity to par-
ticipate in theater and other cul-
tural activities.

He added GCACS is hoping to 
have track, soccer, and basketball 
teams at their new homestead.

GCACS will offer an extended 
after-school program at Nat Sil-
verberg Gym.  

At a Monday, June 22 board 
meeting, school offi cials dis-
cussed the relocation project’s 
progress and said renovations 
are set for completion before Sep-
tember.

Scanlan leases space to charter school

Monsignor Scanlan High School’s St. Helena Hall will be leased to Grand Con-
course Academy Charter School in the coming school year. 
 Photo courtesy of Monsignor Scanlan High School

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Community Board 10 hosted the Depart-

ment of City Planning in Ferry Point recently 
to discuss ideas for improving traffi c fl ow in 
the community. 

DCP presented a raft of proposals for 
Ferry Point – a community that has a mix-
ture of commercial, industrial and residen-
tial uses. 

Items on the agenda ranged from chang-
ing the location of the ramps to access the 
Hutchinson River Parkway to moving bus 
stops. 

The dialogue took place during the CB 10 
Municipal Services Committee meeting on 
Tuesday, June 9 at Monsignor Scanlan High 
School. 

John Marano, a member of the East Bronx 
Traffi c Coalition, a consortium of civic 
groups studying local traffi c issues, said that 
members of the coalition distributed fl yers to 
the approximately 30 homes in Ferry Point, 
advising them of the meeting.

“We wanted the community board to host 
the Department of City Planning regarding 
Ferry Point roads and the Hutchinson River 
Parkway study,” said Marano, who also sits 
on CB 10. “We wanted to hear from more 
people from Ferry Point; we don’t get over 
there enough…and we want the residents to 
know that they have an avenue to speak their 
minds.” 

During the meeting, Marano, in his ca-

pacity as a board member, introduced a rep-
resentative from the DCP who spoke about 
the agency’s Hutchinson River Parkway 
Corridor Study, which was recently com-
pleted. 

Among the ideas for Ferry Point that 
might warrant further review are:

• swaping out an on-ramp to the Hutchin-
son River Parkway near the Whitestone 
Bridge for an off-ramp, to allow trucks to 
have better access to facilities in the com-
munity. DCP has already reached out to 
the state Department of Transportation on 
this, a spokesman stated.  

• a ramp of some sort either at St. Jo-
seph’s Way or nearby that would allow di-
rect access to I-95 northbound. 

•  building another bridge over 
Westchester Creek to complement the 
Unionport Bridge 

• improvements to Ring Road, located 
in Ferry Point Park, under the Whitestone 
Bridge, that will allow Pepsi trucks to leave 
the plant and access delivery routes to the 
north 

• adding a greenstreet under the Bruckner 
Expressway at a traffi c triangle, and making 
the area more attractive for bicyclists, and 
pedestrians, in light of the new development. 

During the meeting, the DCP representa-
tive said that short-term components of the 
ideas could be handled by city agencies, but 
that larger recommendations might require 

collaboration with state agencies. 
Some solutions proposed by DCP that do 

not require major capital expenditures are:
• improve signage to facilitate traffi c cir-

culation for trucks that need to utilize the lo-
cal streets

• increase police presence in the areas 
south of East Tremont Avenue along the 
Hutchinson River Parkway corridor, includ-
ing in Ferry Point. 

While the meeting only included propos-

als and further study is necessary, attendee 
Dotti Poggi, of the Ferry Point Community 
Advocates, said that she was pleased by DCP 
study. 

“I think in my case, in my area DCP did 
a good job,” said Poggi, who added that the 
agency looked into the areas of concern that 
she had, and considered changes. 

Marano said he was pleased to see new 
faces from the Ferry Point community that 
he has not seen at previous meetings. 

DCP presents Ferry Point fi ndings

Dorothea Poggi (far l) speaks to (l-r) John Marano, CB 10 vice-chairman; Martin Prince, CB 10 chairman; 
Bob Bieder, CB 10 board member; and Juton Horstman, Department of City Planning. She is showing 
them a chart she made on traffi c fl ow in Ferry Point at the community board’s meeting at Monsignor 
Scanlan High School on Tuesday, June 9. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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Caribbean Life, the largest publication 
reaching New York’s Caribbean community, 

would like to thank the sponsors of the 

2015
Caribbean American Healthcare Awards
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Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!

lanes and signage near Amendola 
Plaza in Pelham Bay presented by 
Michele Torrioni 

• the proposed development of 
a mall and possibly a senior resi-
dence along East Gun Hill Road, 
across I-95 from the Mall at Bay 
Plaza -  Arlene Grauer

• Co-op City and the area around 
Bay Plaza by John Doyle

• recent developments along the 
Hutchinson River Parkway, with 
a focus on the Hutchinson Metro 
Center are - Robert Barbarelli

• possible future uses and con-
cerns related to the former Whit-
estone Multiplex Cinema and pro-
posed Paragon site, which now 
faces an unclear future by  Al Be-
lifi ore

Public participation after the 
slide presentations drew varied 
comments and suggestions, from 
using highway shoulders for truck 
through-traffi c to fi lling potholes 
on the Cross Bronx Expressway. 

Grauer said the old roads are 
not suited for the new develop-

ment.
“We are not going to accept new 

development in an area of old in-
frastructure,” she said. “The old 
infrastructure will not support 
the new development.” 

Marano said that having all of 
the community associations to-
gether in one room was helpful be-
cause of the effi ciency. 

“I think we work a little more 
effi ciently as one group,” he said, 
adding that it helped when meet-
ing with elected offi cials because 
the community could speak in uni-
son, and the electeds could speak 
to one group of citizens rather than 
meeting individually with each as-
sociation in the coalition. 

The focus of the meeting was 
more on constructive solutions, 
and the community seems truly 
interested in new approaches to 
traffi c issues, said Barbarelli. 

“There was more optimism 
here and less complaining,” he 
said, adding that EBTC wanted to 
encourage the community to come 
to them in the future with new pro-

posals, ideas and solutions.  
One of the more striking pro-

posals of the evening came when 
Belifi ore suggested in his presen-
tation that legislation be created 
that would require developers to 
consider local road conditions be-
fore development and contribute to 
infrastructure improvements.

Joining concerned community 
members at the town hall-style 
meeting were representatives of 
elected offi cials: Congressman Jo-
seph Crowley, Senator Jeff Klein, 
Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, 

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj and 
Councilman James Vacca. 

The coalition is made up of mem-
bers of the Throggs Neck Home 
Owners Association, Country Club 
Civic Association, Throggs Neck 
Merchants, Ferry Point Commu-
nity Advocates, Locust Point Civic 
Association, Spencer Estate Civic 
Association, Waterbury LaSalle 
Community Association, City Is-
land Civic Association, and Mor-
ris Park Community Association. 
Community Board 10 has a liaison 
on the committee.  

Traffi c forum addresses 
future concerns

The meeting on traffi c issues drew an interested group of citizens to Providence 
Rest on Tuesday, June 23.Community News Group/Patrick Rocchio
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Two Bronx institutions of higher educa-

tion are tops in the nation in terms of pro-
viding affordable tuition costs and comfort-
able salaries.

The recently updated Brookings Re-
port, an analysis conducted by the Brook-
ings Institution that measures a college’s 
graduates earned income, the occupations 
in which they work and loan employment 
rates, ranked both SUNY Maritime and 
Manhattan College among the top institu-
tions in the nation.

The report also recognizes colleges and 
universities that provide the highest value-
added in mid-career earnings.

This particular study showed that SUNY 
Maritime graduates earn more than gradu-
ates at Ivy League schools such as Harvard 
and Yale.

It also found that SUNY Maritime gradu-
ates earned over $121,000 per year as mid-
career salary, or ten years after graduating, 
on average.

With a comfortable starting career sal-
ary of just under $60,000 on average accord-
ing to Pay Scale, Maritime graduates only 
have to work about two years to earn their 
tuition money back.

Because of these statistics, Maritime 
was ranked as the top public college in the 
nation in graduate earnings and for provid-
ing the highest-value-added in mid-career 
earnings - at 42% value-added. In the report, 

Maritime was ranked in the top 20 overall.
“We offer tuition at a great price and 

100% of our graduates not only fi nd employ-
ment - they fi nd employment in their fi eld of 
study,” said Terrence Kelly, director of com-
munications at SUNY Maritime. “We are 
very pleased and proud that third parties 
like the Brookings Institution see value in 
our education program.”

Meanwhile, the study predicted that 
graduates of Manhattan College, another 
Bronx-based school, earn an average an-
nual salary of just over $70,000, whereas the 
actual average salary for Manhattan gradu-
ates is over $110,000 - accounting for a 42% 
salary boost.

Manhattan received a score of 99 out of 
100 in value-added with respect to mid-ca-
reer earnings, while also scoring 98 in value 
added with respect to occupation earnings 
power of a typical graduate.

As a result, the report ranked Manhat-
tan College in the top ten, just ahead of Stan-
ford, also noting that many graduates are 
placed into top international and Fortune 
500 companies like IBM, Google, JP Morgan 
and Wells Fargo, landing jobs alongside Ivy 
Leaguers - where they earn, on average, just 
over $55,000 for a starting and about $110,000 
for a mid career salary, meaning that they 
have to work about four years to earn back 
tuition.

Ivy League schools in New York such as 
Columbia and Cornell are both more expen-
sive in tuition and lead to a less rewarding 
income. On average, Ivy League graduates 
will have to work at least one more year 
than Maritime and Manhattan graduates to 
earn back their four-year tuition

“Our graduates are very successful in 
both a professional and a personal sense, 
which both go hand in hand,” said Bill 
Clyde, executive vice president and provost 
at Manhattan College. “The Brookings Re-
port applied a new methodology how stu-
dents develop, grow and learn - basically 
measuring their college experience. Our 
institution strongly prioritizes community 
engagement and service to others - because 
we understand that great personal growth 
leads to relationships and eventually ex-
panded career choices.” 

By reading this report, it is clear that the 
Bronx possesses two hidden gems of higher 
education.

“We have always been known as ‘the 
borough of universities’, and you can get a 
top-fl ight education here in the Bronx,” said 
Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. “While 
it’s not as simple as attending one of our uni-
versity to save money and make a great sal-
ary, the fact still remains that the Bronx is 
producing quality talent that can compete 
in the job market with graduates from any 
high-end higher learning institute in the 
county, regardless of one’s major.”

Maritime, Manhattan rank high nationally 

Last month’s commencement at SUNY Maritime. Photo courtesy of SUNY Maritime
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“
For you or a loved one:

LET’S TALK 
ABOUT LIVING WITH
RELAPSING MS

“

Join us for an MS LIVING EVENT. 
Hear from MS experts and others who are living with 
MS. Plus, get some answers about dealing with MS
and information on an oral treatment.

When:
Tuesday, June 30, 2015
6:30PM Eastern

Where:
Zuppa Restaurant and Lounge
59 Main Street
Yonkers, NY 10701

Expert Speakers
Rene Elkin, MD
MS Clinic Ryebrook
MC Clinic Bronx Lebanon Hospital

Call 1-866-703-6293 to reserve your space.
or register at mslivingevents.com

             EVENT ID: TR297138                                       US.MS.MSX.14.03.014

A MEAL WILL BE PROVIDED. FREE PARKING
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