
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The completion of a Depart-

ment of City Planning study of 
the Hutchinson River Parkway 
has many in the community 
contemplating their next moves 
to make progress on alleviating 
traffi c congestion.  

The 140-plus page report in-
cludes recommendations for a 
traffi c corridor spanning the 
Hutchinson River Parkway from 
the Bronx-Whitestone Bridge to 
Co-op City: a roughly four-mile 

route along the highway and an-
cillary streets. 

The fi ndings addressed traf-
fi c and public transportation in 
areas north of East Tremont Ave-
nue (focusing on the Hutch Metro 
Center area, proposed Metro 
North station and Westchester 
Square) and south of the avenue, 
where the study looked at access-
ing the Bruckner Interchange 
and Brush Avenue. 

A DCP spokesman said that the 
agency believes that it achieved 

its goals. 
“We have some quick, easily 

implementable recommenda-
tions,” stated the DCP spokes-
man. “Each concern brought to 
us by the community was ana-
lyzed as part of the process and 
some required long-term recom-
mendations or additional study.”   

Some activists with the East 
Bronx Traffi c Coalition, a con-
sortium of civic groups, indicated 
that the report was a good fi rst 
step.  

“The hope of the EBTC is that 
since the plan is now in writing, 
we can approach our elected offi -
cials and see if we can nail down 
funding for some of the recom-
mendations,” said member John 
Marano. 

The EBTC is concerned about 
mitigating traffi c from a growing 
number of developments coming 
online.  

“Finding funds for any project 
is always a challenge, but we be-

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The party might be over, but 

the hangover still lingers.
Last month, the Bronx Beer 

Garden held a ‘World BBQ’ 
event which far exceeded its oc-
cupancy rate by over 500 guests 
and advertised free food; hoo-
kah smoking; and free jungle 
juice, a highly intoxicating 
homemade mixture of liquor, 
according to local electeds.

When the event turned cha-
otic due to irresponsible man-
agement, and over promotion 
through social media, they 
claimed, the 45th Precinct and 
Fire Department were dis-
patched to regain control and 
evacuate everyone from the 
3392 E. Tremont Avenue prem-
ises resulting in the bar’s cur-
rent owner voluntarily surren-
dering her liquor license to the 
45th Precinct.

On Tuesday, June 2, the bar’s 
current owner Michelle Kauff-
man and prospective owner 
Jerald Taylor met with commu-
nity and elected offi cials to ad-
dress concerns raised by World 
BBQ.

During the meeting, Kauff-
man explained she was over-
whelmed and was not equipped, 
nor possessed the management 
skills required to operate the 
establishment and was in ne-
gotiations to sell the location to 
Taylor and his wife.

Afterwards, the lieutenant 
in charge returned the liquor li-
cense to Kauffman who claimed 
no other events aside from a 
weekly meeting with police and 
corrections offi cers were sched-
uled for this location.    

According to a spokesperson 
from Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce, 
Kauffman and Taylor misrep-
resented themselves during the 
meeting after it was discovered 
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12,000 sf 
clubhouse opens

CROTONA PARK TENNIS 
CENTER A GRAND SLAM

Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. plays tennis with kids from New York Junior Tennis and Learning’s programs at the grand 
opening celebration of NYJTL’s Cary Leeds Center for Tennis and Learning on Monday, June 15 in Crotona Park. 
 Community News Group / Jaime Williams

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Bronx leaders and tennis lov-

ers came together to celebrate the 
grand opening of New York Ju-
nior Tennis and Learning’s Cary 
Leeds Center on Monday, June 
15.

“This new facility will be an 
invaluable resource to the sur-
rounding neighborhood,” said 
Bronx parks commissioner Iris 
Rodriguez Rosa, of the private-
public partnership.

The  multi-use 12,000-square 
foot, two-story clubhouse con-
tains classrooms, a youth lounge 
and fi tness center, and a technol-
ogy learning lab that will facili-
tate NYJTL’s educational initia-
tives, as well as a fully-functional 
tennis club with locker rooms 
and a pro shop. Gluck+ designed 

Continued on Page 4

Electeds: 
suspend bar’s 
liquor license

DCP releases Hutchinson River Parkway traffi c study
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The community will have to say good-

bye to a longtime member of its local police 
force when Detective Victor DiPierro re-
tires on June 30 after 20 years with the 49th 
Precinct.

After graduating from the police acad-
emy in 1996 at age 27, DiPierro spent the 
entirety of his career with the NYPD at 
the precinct on Eastchester Road, policing 
Morris Park and its surrounding neighbor-
hoods.

He spent more than 10 of those years as 
a community affairs offi cer, which he de-
scribes as being a buffer between local resi-
dents and the police department.

His offi ce absorbs all the community’s 
complaints about nuisances like loud music 
or speeding cars, and other quality of life is-
sues.

“We can’t correct everything, but we try 
building relationships with that person and 
help them the best we can,” said DiPierro.

Those discussions can also include more 
sensitive issues that people feel comfort-
able confi ding in the offi cers, who can steer 
them towards helpful resources.

“We try to do the right thing all around 
for everyone,” said DiPierro.

Before getting into community affairs, 
DiPierro patrolled the Morris Park area, 
making him a familiar face to many resi-
dents, including local teens who would get 
into trouble.

Years later, DiPierro said several of those 
former kids have told him they’re grateful 
that he prompted them to straighten their 
life out.

“They’ve come up to me and thanked me 
for being a pain in the neck back then,” he 
said. “That’s the best feeling.”

DiPierro joined the police department 
after working for a few years with former 
Community Board 10 district manager 
James Vacca, where he became a one-man 
graffi ti-removal team. 

He also worked for  Assemblyman Ste-
phen Kaufman, where he learned he en-
joyed trying to make a positive impact in 
the community. His interaction at the time 
with the 45th Precinct inspired him to join 
the police force.

In the end, DiPierro feels that he reached 
his career goal.

“I achieved what I wanted to do — which 
was to make a difference in the commu-
nity,” said DiPierro. 

He called leaving the precinct bitter-
sweet, because the 4-9 is his second home, 
but he feels ready to move on to start a new 
chapter in his life.

DiPierro’s partner Offi cer Jay Sturdi-
vant, who has worked with him in commu-
nity affairs for the past several years, will 
take over as the lead community affairs of-
fi cer.

“He’s good at what he does,” said DiPi-
erro about his successor. “I’m confi dent 
walking out the door knowing he’s taking 
over the ship.”

But while DiPierro will no longer be 
working in the neighborhood, he said he’ll 
still be around, as he lives nearby in Coun-
try Club and frequents Morris Park often.

“I hate to say goodbye,” said DiPierro. 
“I’ll see you guys around.”

DiPierro retires after 20 
years with 49th Pct.

Detective Victor DiPierro will retire on June 30 after 20 years with the 49th precinct. 
 Community News Group / Jaime Williams
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Pasta
choose any two

PENNE ALLA VODKA
BAKED ZITI

CAVATELLI AND BROCCOLI RABE
LINGUINE ALLE VONGOLE

RIGATONI BOLOGNESE

Entrees
choose any three

CHICKEN MARSALA
CHICKEN PARMIGIANA
CHICKEN FRANCESE

CHICKEN SCARPRIELLO
SAUSAGE AND PEPPERS
EGGPLANT PARMIGIANA
EGGPLANT ROLLATINI
PORK SCARPRIELLO
VEAL PARMIGIANA

Salad
choose one

CAESAR SALAD
TRADITIONAL GARDEN SALAD

ORGANIC MIXED GREEN SALAD

Choice Of 
Vegetables

choose one

BROCCOLI W/ GARLIC & OLIVE OIL
STRING BEANS & BABY POTATOES

ASSORTED MIXED VEGETABLES
ROASTED POTATOES

YELLOW RICE

Dessert
choose one

SHEET CAKE 
ASSORTED ITALIAN  

COOKIES & PASTRIES
COLOMBIAN COFFEE, DECAF, & TEA

Monday through Friday & Sunday Evening 
Saturday Evening add $10.00 per person 
Must Choose Either: Wine, Beer and Soda 

$10.00 per person or
Open Premium Bar $20.00 per person
Price does not include tax and service

Cold Display
WHEATBERRY SALAD

BRUSCHETTA
CHICK PEA SALAD
TORTELLINI PESTO

PASTA WITH SPINACH  
AND FETA CHEESE
PASTA PRIMAVERA

FRIED EGGPLANT STACKS
MOZZARELLA CAPRESE

OLIVE SALAD

SILVER BUFFET 
PACKAGE

$45  
 PER PERSON 

*MINIMUM 50 GUESTS

101 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | TELEPHONE: 347-680-3865 | EMAIL: SCAVELLOP@AOL.COM
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and built the facility.
The center’s 20 tennis courts, 10 

of which will be covered for weather, 
plus two under-construction exhibi-
tion courts with stadium seating, will 
host more than 6,000 hours per year of 
free tennis for New York City youth.

The center will offer a variety of 
programing for adults throughout the 
year, in addition to hosting a number 
of tournaments.

“This project is huge,” said Bor-

ough President Ruben Diaz Jr. at the 
event.

It’s another example of economic 
development in the Bronx, he said, 
as well as an incredible opportunity 
for kids to be introduced to a sport 
they wouldn’t ordinarily have access 
to. As a mental sport in addition to a 
physical one, tennis offers incredible 
benefi ts, said Diaz, and NYJTL’s aca-
demic programming builds on that.

“[NYJTL] makes sure our kids are 
ready and prepared, not only for col-

lege but to take control of the future of 
the City of New York,” said Diaz. 

Andrea Davis say NYJTL’s exist-
ing community tennis program has 
helped her young kids come out of 
their shells and make friends, as they 
love going to tennis each week.

“They feel more comfortable 
around kids their age,” said Davis.

The program has helped 13-year-
old Summer Blackshear learn about 
focus and sportsmanship, and has 
given her leadership opportunities, 
she said.

She’s excited to use the brand 
new facility as she continues with 
NYJTL.

“I think its really cool,” said Black-
shear of the center.

The center is a tribute to Cary 
Leeds, a star on Yale’s tennis team 
who went on to become a world-ranked 
player, competing in six U.S. Opens 
and fi ve Wimbledon tournaments, 
where in 1981 he reached the semifi -
nals in mixed doubles. After retiring 
from professional tennis, he attended 
business school and then co-founded 
a software company, while he coached 
youth tennis until he passed away in 
2003. A column by his father, Larry 
Leeds, can be found on page 68.

“Cary really knew how important 
sports could be in changing the lives 
of children,” said NYJTL CEO Debo-
rah Antoine.

NYJTL will not disappoint, said 
founder Skip Hartman, and will offer 
incredible opportunities for kids in 
the surrounding neighborhoods for 
years to come.

“This will be a path to success in 
life.”

Crotona Park tennis center opens

The new Cary Leeds Center for Tennis and Learning opened on June 15 in Crotona Park. Community News Group / Jaime Williams

another event similar to 
World BBQ was still set 
occur despite them stat-
ing otherwise.    

Senator Klein, Coun-
cilman James Vacca, and 
Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto wrote to the 
New York State Liquor 
Authority commission-
ers Jeanique Greene and 
Kevin Kim on Thursday, 
June 4, calling for the im-
mediate suspension of the 
Bronx Beer Garden’s li-
quor license.

“At the meeting, the 
current owner Michelle 
Kauffman and prospec-
tive owner Jerald Taylor 
apologized and discussed 
at great length their re-
morse, willingness to co-
operate with the commu-
nity and shared desire to 
turn over a new leaf,” the 
letter reads. “Nonethe-
less, it has come to our 
attention that both the 
current owner and pro-
spective owners misrep-
resented themselves at 
that meeting.” 

“Beyond that, they ne-
glected to inform the com-
munity of another event 
that is scheduled for June 
13, which is expected to 
be of a similar size and 
caliber as the one that 
occurred on May 30, yet 
again having partnered 
with an outside promoter. 
It is obvious now that 
the reason why Michelle 
Kauffman would not sur-
render her license is that 
she planned on continuing 
these irresponsible busi-
ness practices right up 
until the point where she 
can hand off this thorn in 
the community’s side to 
an inexperienced and un-
prepared new owner, if in 

fact she was being honest 
about her intent to sell,” 
the letter stated.

Both the senator’s 
spokesperson and Coun-
cilman Vacca confi rmed 
the Bronx Beer Garden 
cancelled this past Satur-
day’s event.

“We’re very disturbed 
and outraged by what 
happened at the Bronx 
Beer Garden last month 
and that is something 
we do not want to happen 
here again,” Assembly-
man Benedetto said. “We 
don’t mind having bars or 
taverns in the neighbor-
hood, however we expect 
them to be mindful of the 
community and to have 
control over their estab-
lishment as well as in the 
events they hold.”

“This letter is strong 
and I believe we all must 
be strong as well to pro-
tect our community’s 
quality of life,” Council-
man Vacca said. “We hope 
the SLA will act upon this 
letter and we will be keep-
ing a closer eye on the 
Bronx Beer Garden.”    

“The Bronx is our 
home and as such I refuse 
to let negligent, deceitful 
business owners endan-
ger the safety and secu-
rity of local families and 
children. The out of con-
trol party that occurred 
at the Bronx Beer Garden 
last month demonstrates 
that the current operator 
is unfi t to run this busi-
ness in our community,” 
Senator Klein expressed. 

The Bronx Beer Gar-
den is in the process of 
being sold, Kauffman 
confi rmed to the Bronx 
Times Reporter. Calls 
to Taylor were not re-
turned.

From Page 1

(l to r): famed tennis coach Nick Bollettieri, Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr., and former 
mayor and NYJTL supporter David Dinkins. Photo courtesy of the Borough President’s offi ce

From Page 1

Electeds: suspend 
bar’s liquor license
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“
For you or a loved one:

LET’S TALK 
ABOUT LIVING WITH
RELAPSING MS

“

Join us for an MS LIVING EVENT. 
Hear from MS experts and others who are living with 
MS. Plus, get some answers about dealing with MS
and information on an oral treatment.

When:
Tuesday, June 30, 2015
6:30PM Eastern

Where:
Zuppa Restaurant and Lounge
59 Main Street
Yonkers, NY 10701

Expert Speakers
Rene Elkin, MD
MS Clinic Ryebrook
MC Clinic Bronx Lebanon Hospital

Call 1-866-703-6293 to reserve your space.
or register at mslivingevents.com

             EVENT ID: TR297138                                       US.MS.MSX.14.03.014

A MEAL WILL BE PROVIDED. FREE PARKING
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

Come And Join Us In Recognition
              Of This Year’s Honorees

25
2013

INFLUENTIAL
BRONX

101 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | TELEPHONE: 347-680-3865 | EMAIL: SCAVELLOP@AOL.COM

Dr. Anita Vazquez Batisti

Denise Pagan

Debra Ann Jaffee

Rev. Carmen Hernandez

Michelle Centeno

Loretta Zaino

Rev. Que English

Maribel Gonzalez

Nilka Martell

Barbara Robles-Gonzalez

Nancy Biberman

Elizabeth Gill

Dr. Lisa Anne Rizopoulos

Cynthia Jones

Naomi Pouchie

Dr. Deborah Dolan Hunt

Wilma Tamayo

Hon. Llinet Rosado

Rhina Valentin

Judy Hutson

Hon. Fiordaliza A. Rodriguez

Susan O’Hanlon Mendogni

Dr. Yvette Calderon

Bharati S. Kemraj

Dr. Eva Yan

6th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Tuesday, June 30, 2015 - 6pm to 10pm

Per Person

R.S.V.P. by June 12, 2015
(718) 260-4595

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A street co-naming was recently held to 

honor and commemorate the life of a late 
judge, founder and community activist.

On Saturday, June 13, Judge Hansel Mc-
Gee was honored at a street co-naming cer-
emony at the corner of East 165th Street be-
tween Boston Road and Cauldwell Avenue.

At the ceremony, Judge McGee, who 
passed away in July 2002 at age 76, was hon-
ored for his tenure as the New York State 
Supreme Court Justice and co-founding of 
the Harriet Tubman Charter School.

McGee was born on June 13, 1926 in Mi-
ami, Flordia, before his family relocated to 
Harlem when he was an infant. 

After his mother died and his father 
abandoned  him, he spent time with various 
relatives before moving in with his sister in 
Morrisania in the 1940s. 

Shortly after, he joined  the US Navy, 
serving during World War II.

McGee graduated from City College in 
1952 with a Bachelor of Science in Chemistry 
while working full-time as a research chem-
ist at the Manhattan VA Hospital before he 
attended Polytechnic Institute and earning 
a Master’s of Science in Organic Chemistry 
in 1960. 

While working as a research chemist 
at IBM’s Yorktown Heights, McGee began 
studying law at Brooklyn Law before being 
transferred to IBM’s Washington D.C. Pat-
ent Law Offi ce so he could attend the George 
Washington University Law School at night. 
He graduated in 1966.

In 1981, McGee was elected as a judge 
to the New York Civil Court and began his 
term in 1982. A few years later, he was ap-
pointed and then elected as a New York 
State Supreme Court Justice and served in 
that role until 1996.

As a community activist, Judge Mc-
Gee served as the board chairman of the 
South Bronx Neighborhood Centers and the 

founder and chairman of the Bronx Chapter 
of the African American Legal Defense and 
Education Fund, while playing active roles 
within countless Bronx organizations such 
as the Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for 
Nonviolence.

As an advocate for children and their 
eduction, he was also responsible for co-
founding the Harriet Tubman Charter 
School with Cliff Frazier, chair of the MLK 
Center for Nonviolence, in 2000. The school, 
approaching its 15th academic year, teaches 
students kindergarden through eighth 
grade.

“Children receiving an education was 
very important to my father - he wanted 
them to strive for a better life,” said daugh-
ter Elizabeth, who started the Hansel and 
Mildred McGee Foundation with family 
members and friends, a program that offers 
college scholarships to average Bronx high 
school seniors going to college. “He loved 
children, he loved people and he did every-
thing that he could to help the community.”

“One of the most beautiful things about 
Judge McGee is that he loved the commu-
nity and all of the people within it,” said 
Frazier. “The man was so easy to love.” 

“The man was a very strong advocate for 
youth and he made it his mission to assist 
children and young students in the Bronx,” 
said Damyn Kelly, executive director of 
the South East Bronx Neighborhood Cen-
ter, Inc., who worked with the judge when 
he was the chair of SEBNC in the late 1980s 
and early 90s. “This street co-naming was a 
reminder to everyone of how much he was 
involved in the community and how much 
he accomplished.”

The street co-naming ceremony was at-
tended by Senator Ruth Hassell-Thompson, 
Deputy Borough President Aurelia Greene 
and Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson, as well 
as assembly members and members of the 
McGee family.

Late judge honored at 
street naming ceremony

(l-r) Delia McGee, granddaughter; Elizabeth, daughter; Mildred McGee, widow; Gibson, Greene; Kenneth 
Agosto, 36th Senate District special assistant; Assemblyman Keith Wright; Assemblyman Mike Blake; 
Judge Leland McGee and son pose at the street co-naming ceremony. Photo courtesy of Elizabeth McGee
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Bronx Chamber of Com-

merce is hosting a Business and 
Health Expo at the Mall at Bay 
Plaza on Tuesday, June 30.

The free event, taking place 
from 2 to 7 p.m., will feature net-
working opportunities, work-
shops and guest speakers.

While the annual event typi-
cally takes place in a catering 
hall, chamber president Lenny 
Caro said this year’s special be-
cause it’s taking place in the mall, 
which makes it easier for people 
to attend.

“We’re welcoming the public 
to be a part of the great things 
happening in the Bronx,” said 
Caro.

The chamber’s event is the fi rst 
business expo to take place in the 
Mall at Bay Plaza, which was the 
fi rst enclosed mall in New York 
City in 40 years when it opened to 
great fanfare last August.

In addition to  highlighting the 
chamber’s members and vendors 
in attendance, the expo will rec-
ognize the borough’s economic 
development brought on by the 
new shopping center.

“We’re celebrating the 100 

companies that have opened in 
the mall or in the Bronx this 
year,” said Caro.

Local elected offi cials will 
gather at 5 p.m. to commemorate 

the new additions.
The mall has brought upscale 

shopping to a borough where 
it was previously lacking, said 
Caro. 

“It’s what our Bronx residents 
needed,” he said.

The expo is a way to celebrate 
that economic development as 
well as the numerous existing 

businesses in the Bronx, creat-
ing a space for the community to 
interact with the businesses.

“It will give great support 
and visibility to members of the 
chamber,” said Caro. “It’s an-
other way to support local busi-
nesses.”

The event will include work-
shops about health and fi nancial 
literacy. Visitors can learn about 
health care providers, fi nancial 
services, and other Bronx busi-
nesses, and government agencies 
will also be on hand to answer 
questions about health benefi ts 
for seniors, as well as allow  resi-
dents to learn if they are eligible 
for any  unclaimed funds held by 
the state.

But ultimately, the expo is 
about providing an opportunity 
for local businesses to connect 
with the community.

“The chamber’s goal is to pro-
mote Bronx businesses and let 
the community know the many 

great things they are doing,” 
said Caro. “We’re showing off the 
pride of the Bronx.”

For more information, contact 
the Bronx Chamber of Commerce 
at (718) 828-3900.

Bronx Business Expo set for Mall

The Bronx Chamber of Commerce’s Business Expo in 2014 created opportunities for networking. File photo
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
P.S. 304 students dedicated their 

Liberty Lawn on Flag Day as a fi t-
ting tribute to ‘old glory’ with rows 
of fl ags planted on what had been 
a barren vacant lot next to the 
school. 

Students from every grade in 
the school and classes from two 
other schools that share P.S. 304’s 
Throggs Neck campus planted the 
fl ags in honor of those who serve in 
the armed forces, fi rst responders 
and Americana. 

They held a star-spangled dedi-
cation of the Liberty Lawn on Fri-
day, June 12. 

At the ceremony, P.S. 304 prin-
cipal Joe Nobile indicated that the 
project connected both patriotism 
and academic goals. 

“Planting fl ags is not new, ” 
said Joe Nobile, P.S. 304 of the proj-
ect, who added “We had this va-
cant property (next to the school 
grounds), and the staff and I talked 
this over.” 

The Liberty Lawn includes fl ags 
planted on a vacant parcel adjacent 
to the school and placards featuring 
lessons on bits of Americana like 
the Declaration of Independence 
and the United States Capital. 

The lawn will be open to com-

munity groups who would like to 
visit it, said Nobile. 

Groups will be welcome to visit 
the site by appointment only until 
Saturday, July 4, and the Liberty 
Lawn may become a community 
fi xture with fl ag plantings on fu-
ture Memorial Days and Veterans 
Days.  

Attending the ceremony were 
various members of the commu-
nity, local non-profi t organizations 

and elected offi cials: Assembly-
man Michael Benedetto, Council-
man James Vacca, Theodore Ko-
rony American Legion Post #253, 
Throggs Neck Volunteer Ambu-
lance Corps, Throggs Neck Mer-
chants and Community Board 10. 

“I think very few schools do 
something like this,” said Coun-
cilman Vacca. “The Throggs Neck 
community has always been sup-
portive of veterans, and this is 

another indication of how we can 
show that we honor them always.” 

During his remarks, Assembly-
man Benedetto pointed out that 
it was the 99th celebration of Flag 
Day, and he told the children that 
when people all around the world 
see the American fl ag, they think 
of freedom. 

John Cerini, treasurer of the 
Throggs Neck Merchants Associa-
tion who was serving as P.S. 304 

“Principal for a Day” told the chil-
dren that this year’s  Flag Day is 
the 238th anniversary of the U.S. 
Congress adopting the stars and 
stripes as the national fl ag, way 
back in 1777. 

Local activist John Marano and 
Community Board 10 district man-
ager Kenneth Kearns, both rep-
resenting the board, spoke to the 
children. 

Marano told the children that 
they could now teach their friends 
about the fl ag’s meaning, while 
Kearns recalled the historical 
events that led to the writing of 
one of the songs sung during the 
ceremony, The Star Spangled Ban-
ner. 

Judy Lanci and John Lanci rep-
resented Korony Post #253: the for-
mer preformed a fl ag retirement 
ceremony, and the latter dressed as 
Uncle Sam. 

Special thanks were offered to 
the P.S. 304 custodial crew, who 
cared for and prepared the grounds 
where the Liberty Lawn is located, 
even though technically, it is not on 
school grounds. 

For more information on hav-
ing a group visit the Liberty Lawn, 
contact Mary Mutze at mmutze@
schools.nyc.gov. 

P.S. 304 dedicates fl ag-fi lled Liberty Lawn

P.S. 304 students gather on Friday, June 12 on the Liberty Lawn with its rows of planted fl ags in honor of America and all 
those who have served their country. The students learned about the fl ag and what it represents. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Orchard Beach fi reworks set for June 25

A free fi reworks display on Orchard Beach is part of New York Salutes America.
 File photo

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The annual New York Salutes 

America fi reworks show and 
promenade festival wiil be held 
in Orchard Beach, and all are 
welcome to attend. 

Billed as the borough’s offi cial 
kick-off to Independence Day cel-
ebrations, this year’s event will 
take place on Thursday, June 25 
at the ‘Bronx’s Riviera.’ 

Over 10,000 people are ex-
pected to be in attendance, ac-
cording to event organizers.  

Senator Jeff Klein and Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
host the event every year. 

“The annual Fourth of July 
fi reworks celebration marks a 
special time for the Bronx com-
munity - bringing together fami-
lies and children to commemo-
rate our nation’s independence 
and enjoy the summer season,” 
said Klein. 

This year’s event will feature 
an eating contest, with local res-
taurants offering food, and prizes 
and giveaways. 

Borough President Diaz said 
“things will defi nitely be heating 
up with this years’ fi rework ex-
travaganza and eating contest.” 

“It is a fun-fi lled evening when 
family, friends and the entire 
community comes together from 
across the city to experience our 
great borough,” Diaz added. “Ev-
eryone will have a blast.”

Longtime attendee John Ma-
rano said that he believes the 
event brings together the com-
munity. 

“Speaking as a citizen of 
Throggs Neck, I think it is a great 
event and it brings community 
together, especially since it has 
been years now that fi reworks 
are illegal,” he said. “The kids 
today can actually see a beauti-
ful display of fi reworks in a safe 
manner.” 

John Doyle of the City Island 
Civic Association, who has at-
tended numerous New York Sa-
lutes America fi reworks shows 
and festivals, said that a great 
deal of work goes into the event. 

New York Salutes America 
is a nice place to see friends and 
neighbors, and also serves as a 
gathering of community activists 
for networking, he said. 

“It is also a showcase of the 
beauty of Orchard Beach, and 
that should be a source of pride 

for all Bronxites,” said Doyle. 
New York Salutes America 

is a free event that is open to the 
public. It will include activities 
for children like balloon makers, 
music, and magicians. 

Every year there is also a cer-
emony at the stage at the Orchard 
Beach Pavilion where Klein and 
Diaz address the crowd.

The extravaganza begins at 
6 p.m., with the eating contest 
starting at 7:45 p.m. and the pro-
fessional fi reworks show at 9:20 
p.m. 

There are 20 spaces available 
for the eating contest, and any-
one interested in taking part in 
this just-for-fun competition can 
either submit their names by e-
mail to bkemraj@bronxbp.nyc.
gov by Wednesday, June 24, or 
give their names to event coordi-
nators at Orchard Beach before 
6:30 p.m. on the day of the celebra-
tion. 

The participants in the fi rst-
ever eating contest will be se-
lected at the beach prior to the 
contest. 

Winners will receive a Bronx 
Prize Package, according to event 
coordinators. 



9
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

  J
u

n
e

 2
1

, 2
0

1
5

   
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

BY ROZ LISTON
Major League Soccer is still casting 

an eye at Aqueduct as the site for a new 
stadium after talks in the Bronx failed to 
come up with an agreement, the Bronx 
borough president told a meeting of the 
Community News Group earlier this 
month.

Ruben Diaz, Jr., who was elected bor-
ough president in 2009, visited the Brook-
lyn headquarters of CNG, the parent 
company of the Bronx Times Reporter 
for a wide-ranging discussion with the 
newspaper chain’s editors.

Asked about the status of MLS’s ef-
forts to build a stadium in the Bronx for 
New York City’s fi rst professional soccer 
team, Diaz said the search had shifted 
back to Queens.

He invited the league to consider the 
Bronx after its proposal to put a stadium 
in Flushing Meadows Corona Park drew 
fi re from preservationists, activists and 
some elected offi cials as well as the Mets, 
who play nearby at Citi Field.

The New York City Football Club, 
owned by the New York Yankees and 
the Manchester City Football Club, be-
gan playing at Yankee stadium this year. 
The team is MLS’s fi rst entry into the 
city, but Diaz said the science of Yankee 
stadium is not ideal for soccer and MLS 
would like to construct a more appropri-
ate stadium.

A potential spot was found right across 
from Yankee Stadium that would have 
involved removing a major Bronx com-
pany that manufactures the brain parts 
of elevators and employs 420 people, 80 
percent of whom are from the Bronx.  

Diaz insisted that Major League Soc-
cer purchase the company and relocate it 

within the borough, to keep the jobs and 
tax stream in the county.

The city did not want to invest any 
money in the deal because there were too 
many pieces in play and the Abu Dhabi 
royal family, which owns Manchester 
City, is fl ush with money in its own right, 
Diaz said.

“The Yankees are back looking at Aq-
ueduct,” said Diaz, who expects to lose a 
longstanding bet with state Assembly-
man Francisco Moya of Corona, Queens 
that the stadium will ultimately be built 
in Queens—not the Bronx.  The loser will 
have to give the winner an empanada.

There were no details on whether 
talks are now underway about Aque-
duct, but in September Senator Joseph 
Addabbo, of Howard Beach, Queens said 
MLS was looking at a city-owned park-
ing lot south of the Aqueduct race track 
as a possible site.

Addabbo, who opposes building a sta-
dium at Aqueduct because of traffi c con-
cerns and limited public transportation, 
said the parking lot was under a long-
term lease arrangement with the Port 
Authority.  

The Bronx may lose soccer to Queens, 
but it will eventually be the home to a 
large group of disenfranchised auto shop 
owners from Willets Point, which is the 
site of an ambitious $4 billion retail, 
commercial and residential project. 

The Sunrise Cooperative’s 46 owners 
entered into an agreement with the city 
to move to the Bronx as they faced the 
threat of losing their property to emi-
nent domain.

“The group got a raw deal,” Diaz said. 
“The city should have given them more 
resources—sizable subsidies.”

He said the Bronx was not very enthu-
siastic initially about having the Sun-
rise shops move to the south Bronx be-
cause the co-op would compete with the 
borough’s existing industry and bring 
more traffi c to Hunts Point.

But after a series of meetings with 
the community board and other groups, 
Diaz said it was decided that the Bronx 
needed to support the Willets Point auto 
owners.

The plan is to build a state-of-the-art 
facility with cutting-edge technology 
once Sunrise completes the steps to get 
the work started at the auto-repair facil-
ity.

The co-op is now facing eviction from 
Willets Point because the paperwork for 
certifi cate of occupancy and other basic 
requirements was not fi led.  The court-
ordered deadline to move to the Hunts 
Point was June 1.

Diaz said he was confi dent the project 
would happen, but there was no timeline 
for when it would be done.

“It’s up to Queens,” he said.

BP Diaz meets with CNG’s owners, staff

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. File photo
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lieve that the community, elected 
offi cials, and all the other stake-
holders can collaborate to fi nd 
ways to implement these capital 
improvements,” the spokesman 
stated. “We are committed to be-
ing a part of that process.”

The DCP spokesman said that 
the agency provides an overview 
of the roads in an area, and then 
it is up to either the state or city 
Departments of Transportation 
to study the engineering details. 

Among the recommendations 
are: 

• providing additional access 
to the Hutch Metro Center

• exploring other access points 
over Westchester Creek to allevi-
ate congestion at the Bruckner 
Interchange

• exploring the northern part 
of the study area to fi nd another 
way for vehicular traffi c from 
Hutch Metro to reach Pelham 
Parkway. 

•  improving the Bruckner 
Boulevard and Brush Avenue 
interchange  by expanding the 
northbound approach, making 
signal timing adjustments and 
moving a bus stop.

• extending Bassett Avenue to 
Pelham Parkway

• providing an east-west con-
nection over a rail line as part of 
the proposed Morris Park Metro 
North station. 

• resolving ongoing issues as 
to the maintenance of the ‘ring 

road’ through Ferry Point Park. 
One of the members of EBTC, 

John Doyle, said that the report 
added little new information, 
but he did give the agency com-
plements for the idea of extend-
ing Bassett Avenue.  He said at a 
Community Board 10 Municipal 

Services Committee meeting on 
Tuesday, June 9 that he felt more 
could have come out of the study. 

“Many of the coalition mem-
bers told DCP to ‘go back to the 
drawing board’ last year, as their 
report was short on solutions to 
our problems,” said Doyle. “This 
report and the solutions written 
are nearly identical to the presen-
tations shown at that time.”

He added that the traffi c prob-
lems troubling the community 
have been years in the making, 
and will require a substantial 
amount of investment in both the 
Hutch and I- 95. 

“It is defi nitely not going to be 
fi xed by new directional signals,” 
he added.

The East Bronx Traffi c Coali-
tion is inviting all interested in 
the issues of traffi c to a public 
forum at Providence Rest, 3304 
Waterbury Avenue, on Tuesday, 
June 23 from 7 to 9 p.m. 

To learn more about DCP’s 
Hutchinson River Parkway 
Transportation Corridor Study, 
which had been ongoing since 
early 2013, visit:http://www.nyc.
gov/html/dcp/html/hutchinson_
river_pkwy/index.shtml

DCP releases Hutchinson River Parkway traffi c study
From Page 1

Community Board 10’s Municipal Services Committee meeting at Monsignor 
Scanlan High School on Tuesday, June 9 included remarks by a DCP representa-
tive and a discussion of aspects of the traffi c study with a focus on the Ferry 
Point community. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!

BY ROBERT WIRSING
For over 30 years one Bronx-based 

sanitation company has been doing its 
fair share to clean up the entire tri-state 
area. 

Based in Hunts Point, Sanitation Sal-
vage Corporation has been servicing 
many New York communities includ-
ing the Bronx, Queens, Brooklyn, Man-
hattan and Westchester county for over 
three decades by serving the waste man-
agement needs of families, commercial 
businesses and industrial development 
companies.

The multitude of services Sanitation 
Salvage Corp. provides includes resi-
dential waste services and clean outs, 
commercial business waste solutions, 
medical waste disposal, installing and 
servicing compaction systems, on-site 
secure document and hard drive destruc-
tion, roll-off containers ranging from 10- 
to 40-yards as well as mini-containers, 
complete recycling programs, 35- to 100- 
yard transfer trailers and organic waste 
solutions.

Fully licensed and insured, this waste 
management provider prides itself as be-
ing the industry standard through pro-
viding customized and intelligent waste 
management solutions for its approxi-
mately 10,000 diverse commercial cus-
tomers and clients.

Family owned and operated by broth-

ers John, Andrew, and Steven Squitieri, 
Sanitation Salvage Corp. started in May 
1985 with only two garage trucks.

Since then, the company has grown to 
include a fl eet of over 20 packer and roll-
off waste management vehicless and 25 
pieces of state-of-the-art equipment.

Sanitation Salvage Corp.’s vehicles 
also include shredding trucks which pro-
vide on-site secure document and hard 
drive destruction.

A technological marvel, Sanitation 
Salvage Corp.’s shredding trucks have 
cameras installed inside and allow cus-
tomers to view their sensitive materials’ 
proper destruction while providing them 

peace of mind knowing it will not fall 
into the wrong hands.

In addition, the company operates a 
state-of-the-art transfer station and recy-
cling facility, allowing the company to of-
fer the most competitive pricing in today’s 
sanitation marketplace while also being 
environmentally conscious through its 
complete composting programs.

According to John Squitieri, Sanita-
tion Salvage was founded after the broth-
ers purchased a small carting company.

Having previously worked alongside 
his father and his brothers during his 
teens and at another boutique sanitation 
fi rm, it seemed like a dream come true 

for the Squitieri family to own and oper-
ate their  own waste removal company.

“We had always worked for somebody 
else, so when this opportunity came for 
us to own and operate our own business, 
we didn’t want to pass that up,” Squitieri 
shared. 

He added this company is very com-
mitted to providing quality service for all 
of its customers and it is highly involved 
within the community.

Sanitation Salvage Corp. sponsors 
many community groups here in the 
Bronx such as the Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce, Van Nest Little League, Ag-
ing in America, Morris Park Columbus 
Day Parade Committee, St. Patrick’s 
Home, La Union Dominican Men’s Soft-
ball League, Carolei Club, Sons of Italy, 
Bronxchester Little League, and many 
others.

Raised in Morris Park and currently 
residing in Indian Village, Squitieri ex-
pressed excitement to be working in his 
family’s company and in his home bor-
ough.

“We make our living working in the 
community and we want everyone to 
know we are always here to help,” he 
said. 

For additional information, contact 
Sanitation Salvage Corp. at (718) 893-
9300 or visit www.sanitationsalvagecorp.
com.

Bronx-based Sanitation Salvage celebrates 30th

Bronx-based Sanitation Salvage Corp. has been serving the entire tri-state area for over three de-
cades. Photo courtesy of Sanitation Salvage Corporation
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 Penn Dutch Amish Trip; Cape May
 Philadelphia; Baltimore; Boston; Annapolis
 Sight & Sound Theatres - Joseph & Samson 2016
 Maine; New Hampshire; Vermont
 Niagara Falls & Toronto; Montreal & Quebec
 Chicago; Pittsburgh; Ocean City; Cleveland
 Cape Cod & Martha’s Vineyard; Gettysburg
 Nashville & Memphis; Nova Scotia & Prince Edward Island 
 Casinos; Shopping; Shows; Train/Boat Rides & More

Bus Charters
We have 56-seat motorcoaches and 24-seat mini buses 
available for your transportation needs.

Cruises
Want to go on a cruise? 
We can book you on voyages offered by all cruise lines.

Vacation Packages
We sell domestic and international air & land packages.

L & M TOURS  Your One Stop For All Your Travel Needs!

Receive a free one day bus trip 

up to $100 after booking 

& completing a 8-day or longer

cruise or vacation package with us.

Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
Over 300 Tours to Choose From

Bus Trips

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 5
Air & Land Packages

Motorcoach Tours & Charters
Airline Tickets Domestic & International Cruises

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

Group Discounts 
& Free Transfers

Call for Details

6812 3rd Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11220
718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net

5 Convenient 
Pick Ups in NYC
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