
BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
NYC Parks has a new Bronx 

commissioner.
On Monday, June 1, NYC 

Parks commissioner Mitchell J. 
Silver and NYC Parks appointed 
Iris Rodriguez-Rosa as Bronx 
Parks commissioner.

Rodriguez-Rosa, who previ-
ously served as Queens chief of 
recreation since 2006, brings 
nearly 30 years of experience 
working for NYC Parks to the 
Bronx and its recreation areas. 

Throughout her career, Iris 

has held various positions in a 
number of capacities in various 
divisions citywide including the 
Bronx, where she served as the 
Bronx chief of recreation from 
1994 to 2006.

During that tenure, she was 
instrumental in converting all 
of the borough’s recreation cen-
ters into multi-purpose facilities, 
which increased the recreational 
opportunities in those particular 
neighborhoods. 

She also oversaw the renova-
tion of the St. James Recreation 

Center which was upgraded to a 
full-service membership center.

As Queens chief of recreation, 
she oversaw the opening of the 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park 
Aquatic Center and the Al Oerter 
Recreation Center. 

She also secured funding for 
musical performances though 
a partnership with Queens Col-
lege.

In addition, she helped estab-
lish ‘friends of’ groups in High 
Bridge and East Harlem and was 
also one of the founding members 

of the NYC Parks Latino Society.
“I am pleased to announce 

the appointment of (Iris) Rodri-
guez-Rosa as Bronx Parks com-
missioner,” said Silver. “Iris 
is a leader in organizing com-
munities and getting residents 
involved in their parks. Along 
with those great qualities, she is 
also someone who puts her fam-
ily fi rst and is very proud of her 
Puerto Rican heritage as well as 
being a New Yorker. Please join 
me in welcoming Iris to her new 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO 
AND ROBERT WIRSING

A horrifi c crash in Pelham 
Bay claimed the life of a seven-
year old. 

According to police, the 
driver of a Mercedes Benz 
SUV, Kwasi Oduro, lost control 
of his vehicle while backing 
into a parking space, striking 
three patrons, who were fam-
ily members, inside of Ken-
nedy Fried Chicken & Sand-
wiches near IRT 6 Pelham Bay 
Station on Thursday, June 4 at 
around 5:30 p.m.

Oduro, from Soundview, al-
legedly fl ed the scene after the 
accident, only to be stopped by 
traffi c enforcement agents two 
blocks away at Continental 
and Westchester avenues, ac-
cording to police.

A store employee, Ali Ibra-
him, said that just before the 
accident he had served ice 
cream to a table where the 
three victims were seated: 
Ethan Villavicencio who died, 
and his father and sister who 
were injured.

“The car reversed into the 
store hitting tables right in-
side,” said Ibrahim, who was 
in the back of the house when 
the impact occurred, adding 
“What I caught from the side 
of my eye was what I thought 
were fl ying rocks.”

The rocks were actually 
shards of glass, he said, add-
ing that the Mercedes was in-
side the store for less than 30 
seconds before fl eeing.

Ibrahim said the Mercedes 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Monsignor Scanlan High 

School’s leadership is calling on the 
Port Authority to have the Throggs 
Neck high school included in a fed-
erally-funded noise abatement pro-
gram. 

The Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey sponsors individ-
ual schools in its School Sound-
proofi ng Program, which is mostly 
funded by the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration.  

The money is used to retrofi t 
buildings with soundproofi ng if 
they are in the fl ight paths of air-
ports. 

Nearby LaGuardia Airport in 
Queens creates a huge amount of 
noise from overhead aircraft that 
causes Scanlan teachers to stop 
their lessons, affecting the overall 
experience of instruction, said Pe-
ter Doran, the principal. 

“It is noise pollution when you 
are trying to do your lesson, or if 
you have a SMART Board on and 
you are delivering some Internet 
lesson and you hear a plane come 
over,” he said. “You cannot hear; 
you have to stop your lesson or re-
play what you already have shown 
on the screen.”

These interruptions become 
problematic for teaching, and there 
are no set patterns to the air traffi c, 
the principal said. 

There are times during the day 
when it is quiet and then there are 
periods when the low-fl ying planes 
appear every 90 seconds, he added. 

“It is not continuous for the six 
and a half hours, but for the time 
that they are coming over, it is con-
tinuous,” said Doran. 

Joseph Solimine Sr., chairman 
of the Facilities Committee for the 
board of directors, supplied the 
Bronx Times with a letter from PA-
NYNJ that indicates that the school 
qualifi ed for the program in 1993. 
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Agency 
refuses to 

abate noise

SUV crashes through store

CHILD DIES IN HIT 
AND RUN TRAGEDY

Many items were left at an impromptu memorial set up at the scene of the accident by 
concerned residents. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Parks names new Bronx commissioner



BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Bronxites can now walk high above the 

Harlem River on the recently reopened 
High Bridge.

Completed in 1848, the oldest standing 
bridge in the city bridge was the fi nal link 
in the Old Croton Aqueduct that brought 
freshwater to New York City. 

The bridge also acted as a pedestrian 
walkway between then-rural northern 
Manhattan and the Bronx. 

The aqueduct was decommissioned in 
1958, and the walkway closed several years 
later.

But everything is old is new again, 
and the High Bridge offi cially reopened 
to fanfare on Tuesday, June 9, the result 
of a $61.8 million project to restore the 
bridge.

“It remains an engineering marvel to 
this very day,” NYC Parks Commissioner 
Mitchell Silver said about the bridge.

At the ribbon cutting ceremony, city 
agencies, elected offi cials and commu-
nity-based organizations celebrated the 
history of the bridge.

“This bridge right here helped to foster 
in modern day New York,” said Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr about the for-
mer aqueduct.

But the High Bridge’s walkway also 
functioned as a promenade on weekends, 
as well as an important transportation 
link between family and friends on both 

sides of the Harlem River.
“It was more than an aqueduct, it 

was the center of the community’s social 
world,” said Silver.

That reestablished connection be-
tween the boroughs was also celebrated 
on Tuesday.

“I can’t think of a better symbol of 
community and solidarity,” said Manhat-
tan Borough President Gail Brewer.

The project represents a partnership 
among the two boroughs, the parks de-
partment and NYC Department of Design 
and Construction, numerous elected of-
fi cials including Congressman Jose E. 
Serrano, who earmarked the fi rst $5 mil-
lion for the project as a state senator, and 
groups including Partnership for Parks 
and the High Bridge Coalition, among 
many others. 

The Harlem River Working Group sup-
ported the project as part of an effort to 
expand access to the Harlem River water-
front, in the process creating safe routes 
for people to get around and explore the 
city on bike or on foot, said group leader 
and Highbridge resident Chauncey 
Young.

“It’s hard to put into words how impor-
tant this is,” he said.

The bridge will offer neighbors direct 
access to High Bridge Park in Manhat-
tan, with its playgrounds, walking and 
bike paths, baseball fi elds and basketball 

courts, and recreation center and pool.
Highbridge resident Sahiem Baines is 

excited to have easier access to the park, 
which he uses with his friends in the sum-
mer. 

Now instead of walking up to the 181st 
Street Bridge, the High Bridge’s entrance at 
University Avenue and West 170th Street is 
just blocks from his home.

Baines has been waiting for the open-
ing of the High Bridge since 2006, when 
his middle school class attended a cere-

mony announcing the project. 
He’s been looking forward to it ever 

since, especially after hearing stories from 
family members who remember when the 
High Bridge was last open.

“I always wanted to know what the 
view would be like from the bridge,” said 
Baines. “I wanted to experience that too.”

The High Bridge is open daily from 7 
a.m. to 8 p.m. during warmer months. The 
High Bridge Festival will be held on July 
25 from noon to 4 p.m.
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High Bridge reopens after 45 years

Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson, NYC Parks Commissioner Mitchell Silver, Borough President Ruben 
Diaz, Jr. and Congressman Jose Serrano lead the fi rst walk across the High Bridge on June 9. 
 Community News Group / Jaime Williams
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Pasta
choose any two

PENNE ALLA VODKA
BAKED ZITI

CAVATELLI AND BROCCOLI RABE
LINGUINE ALLE VONGOLE

RIGATONI BOLOGNESE

Entrees
choose any three

CHICKEN MARSALA
CHICKEN PARMIGIANA
CHICKEN FRANCESE

CHICKEN SCARPRIELLO
SAUSAGE AND PEPPERS
EGGPLANT PARMIGIANA
EGGPLANT ROLLATINI
PORK SCARPRIELLO
VEAL PARMIGIANA

Salad
choose one

CAESAR SALAD
TRADITIONAL GARDEN SALAD

ORGANIC MIXED GREEN SALAD

Choice Of 
Vegetables

choose one

BROCCOLI W/ GARLIC & OLIVE OIL
STRING BEANS & BABY POTATOES

ASSORTED MIXED VEGETABLES
ROASTED POTATOES

YELLOW RICE

Dessert
choose one

SHEET CAKE 
ASSORTED ITALIAN  

COOKIES & PASTRIES
COLOMBIAN COFFEE, DECAF, & TEA

Monday through Friday & Sunday Evening 
Saturday Evening add $10.00 per person 
Must Choose Either: Wine, Beer and Soda 

$10.00 per person or
Open Premium Bar $20.00 per person
Price does not include tax and service

Cold Display
WHEATBERRY SALAD

BRUSCHETTA
CHICK PEA SALAD
TORTELLINI PESTO

PASTA WITH SPINACH  
AND FETA CHEESE
PASTA PRIMAVERA

FRIED EGGPLANT STACKS
MOZZARELLA CAPRESE

OLIVE SALAD

SILVER BUFFET 
PACKAGE

$45  
 PER PERSON 

*MINIMUM 50 GUESTS

101 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | TELEPHONE: 347-680-3865 | EMAIL: SCAVELLOP@AOL.COM
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fi rst backed into a parked car 
and made a brief stop, and 
then continued in reverse 
through a glass storefront.

“I saw the kid on the side-
walk struggling for about 
ten minutes,” he said, add-

ing that Villavicencio was 
covered in blood after being 
moved to the sidewalk before 
an ambulance arrived. 

According to an offi cial 
at Jacobi Medical Center, 
Villavicencio’s dad and sis-
ter sustained non-life threat-

ening injuries. The mother 
had a doctor’s appointment 
at the medical center across 
the street at the time of the 
incident. The family is from 
Mott Haven.

Within a day of the trag-
edy, a memorial with can-

dles and signs were placed 
in front of the boarded up 
restaurant, and it has con-
tinued to grow.

There is a no word yet 
on whether the Kennedy 
Chicken franchise will re-
open, said Irene Guanill, 
president of the Pelham Bay 
Merchants Association, who 
added that it is too soon after 
the accident.

Balsamo Funeral Home, 
located on Westchester Av-
enue several blocks from the 
accident site, agreed to cover 
the costs of the funeral for 
Villavicencio, according to 
a spokeswoman for Senator 
Jeff Klein.

 The senator’s represen-
tative also stated that her 
offi ce was also in touch with 
Awilda Cordero, executive 
director of the Assistance 
for Emergency Rights, who 
is helping complete paper-
work for the Offi ce of Victim 
Services. 

The spokeswoman added 
that offi ce is working on 
fi nding a cemetery plot for 
the deceased child. 
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Agency refuses to 
abate noise

Child dies in hit and run tragedy

Solimine explained that if 
a school is in the fl ight path, 
known as a contour, and the 
level of sound exceeds 65 
decibels, then a school can 
qualify for funding, 80 per-
cent of which comes from the 
FAA and 20 percent from the 
PANYNJ, which adminis-
ters the program. 

“We are saying that the 
Port Authority and FAA 
made a commitment...and 
we want them to honor that,” 
he said. 

PANYNJ lost the re-
cords of the 1990s correspon-
dence with the school in the 
World Trade Center attacks 
in 2001, and after reviewing 
the sound levels and testing 
the school again, determined 
in 2006 that the school no 
longer qualifi ed for the pro-
gram, documents supplied 
by Solimine show. 

A letter to the school from 
PANYNJ in 2006 indicates it 
is no longer in the fl ight con-
tour and that “noise levels 
from aircraft have dropped 
dramatically in the last few 
years.” 

Ongoing sound metering 
on the school ground is con-
tinuing, he and Doran con-
fi rmed. 

Solimine said based on 
research into the matter, he 
believes that Scanlan is en-

titled to funding for many of 
the buildings on its grounds, 
which in addition to the high 
school, includes a pre-k pro-
gram, and in September, a 
charter elementary school. 

“The campus is 13 acres,” 
he said, adding “This is 
an educational fortress be-
ing interrupted by airplane 
noise.” 

If it were to qualify, Solim-
ine, a volunteer board mem-
ber, said that the school could 
install new ‘soundproof win-
dows,’ as well as an upgraded 
heating and air-condition-
ing so that windows do not 
have to be opened when the 
weather is warm. 

Carl Cannizzaro, owner 
of local fi rm Ensign Engi-
neering, who is familiar 
with the situation at Scanlan 
called it a “20-year epic.” 

A source at the PANYNJ 
confi rmed that the agency 
believes that the Monsignor 
Scanlan no longer qualifi es 
for the program.

“The high school does 
not meet the FAA guidelines 
to receive noise soundproof 
funding because it is not 
located within the current 
noise contour map, which 
includes areas with a 65 (day-
night sound level) average 
for decibel levels,” stated a 
spokeswoman for the Port 
Authority.

A crowd gathered near the store of the fatal crash. Photo by Edwin Soto

Kennedy Chicken and Sandwiches was exposed to the elements after a Mercedes SUV backed into the 
store, claiming the life of a 7-year-old Bronx boy. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Elementary and middle school kids at 

one Bronx school were recently presented 
with a special opportunity.

On Saturday, May 30, Our Lady of As-
sumption School displayed its student’s art 
at the Pelham Bay Library.

The students, grades K-8, had worked on 
their art pieces and projects for the entire 
semester while  under the guidance of long-
time art teacher Joan Gerardi. 

The children were extremely motivated 

by the special library exhibit, she said.
“These kids amazed me with their cre-

ativity and they defi nitely created more 
than I expected,” said Gerardi, who has 
been an art teacher at OLA for 30 years. 

“The great aspect of art is that every-
body has the opportunity to be successful 
in something because it encourages a cre-
ative environment. The students were defi -
nitely motivated by this opportunity and I 
am so glad that the library allowed us to do 
this because the kids really deserve it from 
working so hard.”

An experienced educator to say the 
least, Gerardi sometimes tries to further 
motivate her students by repeating the 
motto ‘you never know what you can or 
can’t do until you try’ to them. 

In this situation, however, students were 
clearly inspired by the opportunity of see-
ing their creations on public dispay. Final 
projects on display at the library included 
various drawings, paintings and prints 
created by the students.

Gerardi’s sister, Mary Jane Musano, of 
the Waterbury LaSalle Community Associ-
ation, is very proud of the job that Joan has 
done to make such an opportunity happen 
for her hardworking students.

“A child’s education should be balanced 
with academics, sports and the arts so they 
can become well rounded adults,” said Mu-
sano. “Also, when a child succeeds at be-

ing creative, especially when they struggle 
with academics, it gives them the self es-
teem they need to carry them successfully 
through life.”

“My sister happens to be an expert at 
leading the students to develop their cre-
ative side in a big way,” said Musano.

The school’s principal, Tony Puleo, also 
gave praise to Gerardi for her great leader-
ship and the students’ artistic creations.

“It was very exciting for our students 
to have their artwork displayed in a public 
area where people will see just how creative 
they can be,” said Puleo. “These students 
created beautiful art pieces and Joan (Ge-
rardi) did a fantastic job working with these 
students and motivating them to produce 
their absolute best work.”

The artwork was displayed at the library 
from Saturday, May 30 to Tuesday, June 9.
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

OLA students artwork displayed at library

Displayed paintings from OLA students. 
 Photo courtesy of Mary Jane Musano

Displayed Picasso-style portraits from OLA students. Photo courtesy of Mary Jane Musano
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

The reconstruction of Pelham Parkway North in the coming years will feature repaving, changes to 
street design, and infrastructure upgrades. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Local residents will have the chance to 

learn about the long-awaited plans for the 
reconstruction of the north side of Pelham 
Parkway.

Community Board 11 will hold a public 
hearing on the subject at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
June 16 at the Institute for Special Education 
at 999 Pelham Parkway North.

At the public hearing, plans will be pre-
sented by the NYC Department of Design 
and Construction, and there will be an op-
portunity to comment for those who sign up 
before the meeting starts.

Those plans encompass Pelham Park-
way’s westbound main roadway and the Pel-
ham Parkway North service road, and will 
address the road’s defi ciencies such as the 
lane width, pavement deterioration, poor 
drainage and the need for a dedicated turn 
lane at Williamsbridge Road, according to 
a presentation shown to community stake-
holders in early June. 

The project will also upgrade the aging 
water mains and sewers under the roadway, 
install a dedicated bus service lane, and in-
stall American Disability Act Accessible 
sidewalks. 

Smaller improvements such as upgraded 
street lighting and new traffi c signs are also 
included.

And although community leaders ac-
knowledge the need for the project, so far 
several have raised concerns about the plan. 

Details questioned include the removal of 
about 26 trees for reasons of disease or side-
walk installation, the removal of 31 parking 
spaces for ‘daylighting’ at corners, which in-
creasesvisibility and provides room for the 
turning radius of emergency vehicles, and 
the construction of a sidewalk on Pelham 
Parkway north between Williamsbridge and 
White Plains Road that could narrow the 
roadway and encroach on parkland.

A number of people at the stakeholder’s 
meeting were particularly concerned with 
the loss of parking, said CB Parks Committee 
chair Joanne Rubino. 

“It’s very congested,” she said of the 

area.
At the meeting, they also learned the 

installations of guiderails will only offer 
breaks to cross at the signals, which Rubino 
said has caused problems on the south side 
of the parkway.

“People hop over them,” said Rubino.
The reconstruction of Pelham Parkway 

South, completed in 2013, frustrated locals 
with the construction of a ‘sidewalk to no-
where’ that had no outlet and narrowed the 
service road.

During that fi rst phase of the project, the 
Pelham Parkway Preservation Alliance was 
formed to fi ght the parks department on the 
removal of several dozen trees for the instal-
lation of the guardrail, which was success-
fully avoided. 

This time around, they are questioning 
the planned removal of about 26 trees for 
reasons of disease or sidewalk installation. 
The alliance has requested evidence that the 
removal is necessary because of the health 
of the trees, said leader Joe Menta.

“We don’t want to see any trees come 
down,” said Menta. “Trees maintain the 
beauty and aesthetic of the parkway.”

Concerns about the process in general 
stem from the problems encountered during 
the fi rst phase of the project.

“It was a real mess on the other side,” said 
Rubino.

But although there is some lingering dis-
trust of the agencies, leading the commu-
nity board to be super-vigilant in overseeing 
the plans, Rubino said most feel the process 
seems to be going better this time.

“This go-around, the city agencies have 
done a much better job with the design and 
have been sensitive to our concerns,” said 
Menta.

And none of these changes are due to take 
place either this year or next. The tentative 
time line presented by DDC calls for plans to 
be fi nalized in 2016, when the project will be 
put out to bid. Construction is due to begin 
in mid-2017.

“It’s going to be a long project,” said Ru-
bino.

Pelham Parkway N. 
revamp meeting set
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Trucks like this one located at Lafayette Avenue between the Cross Bronx Expressway 
and I-695 use service roads as rest stop areas, claiming there are no other option. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
There are laws that restrict tractor trailers 

from parking on service roads for extended peri-
ods of time. 

Unfortunately, for many truckers that travel 
through the Bronx on a consistent basis, there is 
no other options due to a lack of rest stops.

An on-and-off issue in the various Bronx neigh-
borhoods for many years, tractor have used ser-
vice roads along highways and expressways as 
rest areas. 

This breaks the law stating that ‘tractor trail-
ers cannot be parked on a service road, unless it’s 
a properly zoned area, for more than three consec-
utive hours or anytime after dusk,’  much to the 
complaints of local residents.

Many of these occurrences have been reported 
taking place on Bruckner Boulevard between Mid-
dletown Road and Wilkinson Avenue, Hutchinson 
River Parkway Service Road near Ferry Point 
Park off of I-678 and Randall/Lafayette avenues 
between the Cross Bronx Expressway and I-695, 
among other locations.

Community leaders and council members have 
also spoken on the issue, many supporting the 
passed legislation in 2012 to increase the ticket 
penalty from $65 to $250 and $500 for repeated of-
fenders.

For tractor trailers making long trips, however, 
parking on these service roads is inevitable, espe-
cially for truckers traveling from Connecticut to 
New Jersey and vice versa, or further, as the clos-
est rest stop between these two states is off of I-95 
in Milford, CT and off of I-287 in Morristown, NJ.

“I drive a truck during the week and when 
I’m home for the weekend, typically Saturday af-
ternoon to early Monday morning, I park on the 
street,” said Anthony, a trucker and a Bronx resi-
dent who wished to not disclose his full name.

“I see no other option - to pay for parking at a 
garage or a lot each weekend isn’t affordable. Most 
tractor trailers that have been seen parked on ser-
vice roads, I suspect, are taking mandatory breaks 
and would have to travel almost another two hours 
in either direction to fi nd a truck rest stop,” he 
said.

Anthony added that most people are unaware 
in regards to how much they rely on the trucks 
that transport the goods that they purchase on a 
frequent basis and also stated that the best solution 
to this problem is one that satisfi es both sides.

“’Get out of here’ may seem like a good solu-
tion to the person who doesn’t want a truck in 
their neighborhood, but it won’t solve the prob-
lem - truckers need a viable solution too,” Anthony 
said. 

No options for semis 
needing a rest stop

BY ROBERT WIRSING
As one human services agency 

bows out, another equally experi-
enced non-profi t organization will 
assume control in providing im-
portant services.

On Monday, June 1, $75 million 
of essential programs and services 
were transferred from Federation 
Employment & Guidance Services 
to the Jewish Board of Family and 
Children’s Services.

FEGS declared bankruptcy 
this past March and the recent pro-
grams shift represents the largest 
group of programs to be trans-
ferred from FEGS.

With a total annual budget ap-
proximating $250 million, the Jew-
ish Board will now become the 
largest human services agency in 
New York City.

Currently serving over 5,800 
Bronx clients, The Jewish Board 
provides a wide range of services 
including care management ser-
vices, mental health clinics, pre-
ventive services, an emergency 
shelter for domestic violence sur-
vivors, supported housing and 
apartment treatment programs for 

adults with mental illness, and res-
idential services for adolescents.

The transfer includes such 
Bronx-based FEGS programs as 
Burnside Residence on Burnside 
Avenue, White Plains Community 
Residence on White Plains Road, 
Kingsbridge Road Community 
Residence, supported apartment 
and permanent housing through-
out the borough, as well as Bronx 
clinic and Bronx personalized re-
covery oriented services, both lo-
cated on Jerome Avenue.

In January, after a thorough in-
ternal selection process, the New 
York State Offi ce of Mental Health 
selected the Jewish Board as the 
recipient of behavioral health 
services previously provided by 
FEGS.

OMH determined the safest, 
least disruptive way to achieve 
this was having an experienced 
agency replace FEGS’ operation of 
all behavioral health services.              

For more than 140 years, the 
Jewish Board has been aiding in-
dividuals in realizing their poten-
tial and to live as independently as 
possible.

Each year, this non-profi t orga-
nization serves more than 35,000 
people of all ages throughout the 
fi ve boroughs and on a 125-acre 
Westchester campus by addressing 
all aspects of a person’s life includ-
ing mental and physical health, 
family, housing, employment and 
education.

“We are deeply saddened by the 
loss of our colleague organization, 
which has worked for 80 years to 

provide services for some of New 
York’s neediest, but we are pleased 
we were able to save these valu-
able programs both for the people 
served and the staff employed by 
them,” David Rivel, Jewish Board 
CEO, expressed. “We are grateful 
for the support of New York State 
and the UJA-Federation for mak-
ing this unprecedented transfer of 
the scope and range of these ser-
vices as smooth and straightfor-

ward as possible.”
In addition to this transfer, the 

Jewish Board of Family and Chil-
dren’s Services has announced 
a new branding campaign to re-
fl ect its heritage, communicate its 
present position and support its 
vision for the future.

The agency will be known as 
the Jewish Board with its tagline, 
“Health and Human Services for 
All New Yorkers” and a new logo 
of a stylized skyline of the fi ve 
boroughs.

Partnered with SJI Associates, 
a NYC branding and design fi rm, 
the Jewish Board researched and 
developed a revised name to help 
establish a more powerful and rec-
ognizable brand.

“By conveying our organiza-
tion’s commitment to innovation 
while maintaining our mission, 
we want our brand to refl ect our 
base of support and attract new 
donors and volunteers,” Rivel ex-
plained.

According to the Jewish Board, 
a new website is currently in devel-
opment and is slated to be launched 
within the next few months.

FEGS services fi nd a new operator

A recent transfer of FEGS services to the Jewish Board will now see the 140-year 
old non-profi t become the largest human services agency in New York City. Photo 
courtesy of the Jewish Board
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
A recently constructed call 

center in the Bronx wii improve 
the city’s emergency communica-
tion systems and 911 call response 
times.

On Thursday, June 4, the New 
York City Council Fiscal Year 2016 
Executive Budget Hearings saw 
Department of Information Tech-
nology and Telecommunications 
Commissioner Anne Roest testify 
before the City Council Commit-
tees on Finance, Land Use, and 
Technology.

During the hearing, Com-
missioner Roest revealed recent 
developments regarding Public 
Safety Answering Center II lo-
cated near the Hutchinson Metro 
Center on Marconi Street.

“We’re on track to take over 
from the construction fi rm in Jan-
uary of this coming year and in 
June 2016, we’ll have police in the 
building taking the fi rst calls,” 
she said. “There are no additional 
overruns in this project and we 
are working within the budget.”

According to a New York 
City Department of Design and 
Construction spokesperson, the 
department is coordinating a 

phased turnover of PSAC II with 
the DoITT who will be its opera-
tor.

Situated along the Hutchinson 
River and Pelham parkways, the 
252-foot tall facility is designed 
as a backup call center to receive 
over 12 million calls a year and 
will be responsible for the call 
transfer and dispatch of all emer-
gency services within the city.

Costing approximately $900 
million, PSAC II was designed by 
Skidmore Owings & Merrill LLP 
and will be operated by the NYPD, 
FDNY and DoITT 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week.

The facility will aid existing 
911 services by fortifying NYC’s 
ability to maintain communica-
tion during a natural disaster or 
large-scale emergency and is de-
signed to operate continuously 
under severe conditions.

PSAC II seeks to provide re-
dundancy to PSAC I, the city’s 
primary call center located in 
Brooklyn’s MetroTech Center 
and should the city face a disaster 
or PSAC I somehow fails, PSAC 
II will continue to improve re-
sponses to emergency calls dur-
ing such events.    

Sitting on a nine-acre site, the 
550,000 square foot cube building 
is a blast-resistant structure pos-
sessing few windows as a security 
precaution.

The DDC spokesperson added 
PSAC II’s occupants are protected 
from many man-made and natu-
ral threats as these windows have 
special protection features to en-
sure their safety.

PSAC II has a call-taking and 
dispatch fl oor for 911 calls, a se-
cure data center to run the call-
taking operation as well as offi ce 
space and employee amenities.

The center’s unique serrated 
facade is made of recycled alumi-
num and was installed to offset its 
monumental stature and gives it a 
more rhythmic appearance.

Despite its heavily fortifi ca-
tion, PSAC II also intends to pro-
vide a stress-free environment for 
its call takers. 

This center’s lobby and caf-
eteria will feature a green wall 
behaving as a natural air fi lter 
which also serves to foster a re-
laxing atmosphere for an often 
stressful work environment.

PSAC II’s site includes a land-
scaped berm wrapping around the 

building which attempts to down-
play the building’s enormous size, 
DDC explained.         

“PSAC II is a large, ugly, mon-
strosity that is out of character 
for the community, however the 
one benefi t is that there will be a 

constant fl ow of several hundred 
police offi cers to and from the 
building every day,” Councilman 
James Vacca said. “Anything that 
increases the police presence in 
the community is ultimately a 
positive.”

PSAC II set for full operation in 2016

The Public Safety Answering Center II located at 350 Marconi Street, as seen 
from the Hutchinson River Parkway. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A new exhibit celebrates 

the history of Latin music in 
the Bronx.

On Friday, June 5, the 
Women’s Housing and Eco-
nomic Development Corpora-
tion held an opening reception 
for their new art exhibit, Vi-
sual Clave, at the Bronx Music 
Heritage Center.

The exhibit explores the 
evolution of Latin music cover 
art over the last 50 years and 
displays original album cov-
ers from Latin vinyls - album 
artwork which includes paint-
ings, photographs, sculptures 
and layouts. 

The name of the exhibit, 
Visual Clave, comes from the 
African-derived 2-3 or 3-2 beat 
used in almost all genres of 
Latin music, as well as the 
wood percussion sticks used 
to mark these syncopated time 
signatures.

Displaying vinyl album art-
work from Latin artists such 
as Tito Puente, Beny More and 

Tito Rodriguez, the Visual 
Clave exhibit is a tribute to the 
artists as well as the photogra-
phers, producers, promoters, 
songwriters and every indi-
vidual involved in the comple-
tion of each album. 

The exhibit which confi g-
ures half a century of musical 
creativity also shows a deep 
appreciation for the history 
that the Bronx has witnessed 
regarding music of all genres, 
not just Latin music.

“This exhibit, although 
focusing primarily on Latin 
music, is a celebration and a 
tribute to the history of mu-
sic in the Bronx in the past 50 
years - from the Jazz clubs on 
Boston Post Road to the move-
ment of Irish music in Wood-
lawn to the Bronx being the 
birthplace of Hip Hop,” said 
Elena Martinez, one of the co-
artistic directors of the Bronx 
Music Heritage Center. 

“Iconic album/vinyl covers 
are identifi able art to many 
and I’m glad the (Bronx Music 

Heritage) Center is celebrat-
ing this part of music history 
in a visual way,” he said

Martinez also added that 
many of the artwork being 
displayed in the center origi-
nates from Latin artists and 
musicians who grew up in 
nearby areas just decades ear-
lier - allowing Bronxites who 
visit the exhibit to appreciate 
the history behind it even fur-
ther.

“Many of these musicians 
and artists created their best 
work in nearby neighborhoods 
such as Hunts Point, Long-
wood and Morrisania. This 
was their stomping grounds 
- and they eventually became 
the voices of their communi-
ties.”

The Visual Clave exhibit 
runs from now until Saturday, 
August 15, with a closing re-
ception taking place on Friday, 
August 14. The sister exhibit, 
taking place at the Picture 
Farm Gallery in Brooklyn, 
opened on Saturday, June 6.

Latin album artwork exhibit opens

(Right) A display of different album vinyl artwork from Latin musicians. 
 Photo courtesy of WHEDco
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Come And Join Us In Recognition
              Of This Year’s Honorees

25
2013

INFLUENTIAL
BRONX

101 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | TELEPHONE: 347-680-3865 | EMAIL: SCAVELLOP@AOL.COM

6th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Tuesday, June 30, 2015 - 6pm to 10pm

Per Person

R.S.V.P. by June 12, 2015
(718) 260-4595

Michelle Centeno

Loretta Zaino

Rev. Que English

Nilka Martell

Nancy Biberman

Cynthia Jones

Naomi Pouchie

Wilma Tamayo

Hon. Llinet Rosado

Rhina Valentin

Judy Hutson

Susan O’Hanlon Mendogni

Bharati S. Kemraj

Sponsored By

The area around the Hutchinson River Parkway near the Bruckner Interchange, where the Paragon 
Outlets was set to be built, is one of the areas studied by the East Bronx Traffi c Coalition. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The East Bronx Traffi c Coalition is go-

ing public!
After a year of meeting in private, the 

consortium of civic groups concerned 
about increased traffi c on major arterial 
roads caused in part by large new retail 
development, will hold a public forum to 
demonstrate what they have learned and 
invite the community to offer feedback. 

The town-hall style meeting will take 
place at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, June 23 at 
Providence Rest, located at 3304 Water-
bury Avenue. 

Residents concerned about local traffi c 
issues are urged to come and view about 
45 minutes worth of presentations on lo-
cal traffi c hot spots and offer their feed-
back. 

“This is about promoting awareness 
and activating people who care about the 
issue of traffi c,” said John Doyle, an activ-
ist with the group. 

The coalition is concerning itself pri-
marily with the highways in the 45th Pre-
cinct. 

The area the precinct serves has 
seen much growth over the past couple 
of years with the opening of the Mall at 
Bay Plaza, the Throggs Neck Shopping 
Center, Trump Links, as well as a new 
911 Call Center and the expansion of the 
Hutchinson Metro Center.

The coalition is necessary because 
a more holistic approach to congestion, 
which has been building for years, can 
affect multiple communities at once, said 
Doyle.  

“The whole purpose is to engage your 
neighbors as to what is happening in your 
neighborhood,” he said. “This is taking it 
a step further.”

Robert Barbarelli, who represents the 
Throggs Neck Home Owners on the co-
alition, said that since the members of 
the group are not traffi c engineers, they 
welcome input from the community and 
elected offi cials. 

The group has already met with As-
semblyman Michael Benedetto and Coun-
cilman James Vacca, and representatives 
from Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce are regu-
lars at its meetings. The town hall is an-
other chapter for the group in terms of en-
gaging the public. 

“The public will be able to tell us about 
any problems they are experiencing and 
give us their ideas,” said Barbarelli. 

Barbarelli believes that the group 
played a role in a decision by Senator 
Klein and state and city offi cials to appro-
priate $1 million for traffi c study of ramps 
directly into the Hutchinson Metro Cen-
ter off the Hutchinson River Parkway. 

“There is a lot of red tape involved, but 
if you stick with it and are patient you re-
ally can accomplish some things with the 
elected offi cials,” said Barbarelli. 

Other areas the group is looking 
at are the area around the Unionport 
Bridge and the site of the former Whites-
tone Multiplex Cinema that was to have 
been Paragon Outlets under a scuttled 
plan put forth by developers. 

Mary Jane Musano, another coalition 
member representing the Waterbury La-
Salle Community Association, said she 
sees the meeting as a precursor to an of-
fi cial public hearing once ideas have been 
properly cataloged and reviewed. 

The entire community is affected, so 
all should attend, she added. 

“Whether you take mass transit or 
drive a car, you should know what is hap-
pening because it is going to affect you,” 
said Musano. 

At stake are larger issues, like the 
long-term viability of the area’s middle 
class population, she said.

“You need means to keep your middle 
class here,” she said. “If you have a city 
only of rich and poor people, that is going 
to affect the tax base.”

Good transit options and roads are 
one way of keeping the area an attractive 
place to live, she indicated. 

E. Bx. Traffi c Coalition 
forum to meet June 23





BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A group of students fl ourished under the 

spotlight during P.S. 89’s recent production 
of the musical ‘Aladdin.’

The Allerton school’s after-school drama 
program put on three shows the fi rst week 
of June, one of which was the fi rst evening 

performance by the school, and was open to 
the community.

“We got such a great turnout,” said 
drama teacher Jennifer Susi. “It made the 
kids feel really special.”

The students worked after school for 
more than six months to prepare the play, 

and while Susi facilitated, she said the kids 
are responsible for doing the real work on 
the production.

“They took the reins, it’s amazing to 
see,” she said.

The student’s engagement in the produc-
tion process offered practice in important 
life skills, said Susi.

“They learned how to commit and dedi-
cate themselves to something,” she said.

They also learned social skills through 
the process and gained experience collabo-
rating with different people.

“They’re working together to a common 
goal,” said Susi.

She likes that 6th, 7th and 8th graders 
come together for the plays, and that about 
half the cast was new to the drama program. 
That means the older students showed the 

younger ones the ropes, taking them under 
their wing. 

“They really became a family during 
this production,” said Susi.

The students grow as they work towards 
the fi nal show, she said, gaining confi dence 
and increasing in expression along the way. 
By the time they complete the production, 
they’re empowered in a way they weren’t 
before.

“I know they feel in their hearts that they 
accomplished something,” said Susi.

The whole school was proud of the qual-
ity production of ‘Aladdin’, she said, and 
it demonstrated how P.S. 89, which has an 
arts academy within the school, prioritizes 
learning through the arts.

“The arts are really fl ourishing here,” 
said Susi.
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role.”
Excited to be appointed the new Bronx 

Parks commissioner, Rodriguez-Rosa 
looks forward to working on different 
projects and intends to increase aware-
ness among Bronxites about the numer-
ous parks that their borough has to offer.

“I am so happy to have the opportu-
nity to lead the Parks Department in the 
Bronx,” said Rodriguez Rosa. “As a life-
long New Yorker, parks have been an in-
tegral part of my life and I am looking 
forward to further connecting Bronx com-
munities to their open spaces. Thanks to 
the support of our local elected offi cials, 
NYC Parks has been able to make substan-
tial investments in our Bronx parks over 
the years and we are moving forward with 
exciting projects including this year’s 
highly anticipated opening of the High 
Bridge, community-led renovations to St. 
Mary’s Park and the construction of Es-
tella Diggs Park.”

“I am looking forward to working with 
the Bronx’s dedicated elected offi cials, 
park advocates, stakeholders and volun-
teers to ensure an equitable park system 
and thriving Bronx parks,” said Rodri-

guez Rosa.
Rodriguez-Rosa appointment as Bronx 

Parks commissioner fi lls a vacant slot left 
by former commissioner Hector Aponte, 
who retired in January after holding the 
position for ten years.

Parks names new Bronx 
commissioner

from Page 1

Rodriguez-Rosa fi lls the Bronx Parks commis-
sioner slot six months after Hector Aponte re-
tired from the position. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC Parks / Daniel Avila

Students shine in 
P.S. 89 production

A scene from P.S. 89’s production of Aladdin. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

P.S. 89 drama teacher Jenn Susi (fourth from right) with the cast and crew of the school’s production 
of Aladdin. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

at
Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf Courses

870 Shore Road, Bronx, New York

$175 per golfer / $650 per foursome
Includes Golf Tournament, Networking Lunch & Dinner

Rain or Shine

Dinner Only Options for Non-Golfers 
Sponsorship Opportunities Available

For more information or to register, please contact  
John Quinones at john.quinones@verizon.net or  

Geri Sciortino at geri@bronxdesign.com.

BRONX YMCA GOLF OUTINGBRONX YMCA GOLF OUTING
WEDNESDAY JUNE 24, 2015WEDNESDAY JUNE 24, 2015
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“
For you or a loved one:

LET’S TALK 
ABOUT LIVING WITH
RELAPSING MS

“

Join us for an MS LIVING EVENT. 
Hear from MS experts and others who are living with 
MS. Plus, get some answers about dealing with MS
and information on an oral treatment.

When:
Tuesday, June 30, 2015
6:30PM Eastern

Where:
Zuppa Restaurant and Lounge
59 Main Street
Yonkers, NY 10701

Expert Speakers
Rene Elkin, MD
MS Clinic Ryebrook
MC Clinic Bronx Lebanon Hospital

Call 1-866-703-6293 to reserve your space.
or register at mslivingevents.com

             EVENT ID: TR297138                                       US.MS.MSX.14.03.014

A MEAL WILL BE PROVIDED. FREE PARKING
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