
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO 
AND ROBERT WIRSING

Residents along Pennyfi eld 
Avenue and SUNY Maritime Col-
lege offi cials are trying to solve a 
parking dilemma effecting local 
streets outside the college. 

Students from SUNY Mari-
time in Throggs Neck have been 
storing their vehicles along 
Pennyfi eld Avenue and its side 
streets, taking up scant parking 
spaces usually occupied by resi-
dents’ vehicles. 

The cars are legally parked, 
but nevertheless the college, 
Schuyler Hill Civic Association, 
and Senator Jeff Klein and As-
semblyman Michael Benedetto 
are looking to fi nd alternative 
parking arrangements for these 
students for the next academic 
year starting in September.

The problem has gotten 
steadily worse over the past 
three years, with the 2014-2015 
academic year especially incon-

SUNY Maritime students, 
residents in parking war 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Everyone knows it’s not offi -

cially a party until the cops show 
up.

On Saturday, May 30, the 
Bronx Beer Garden’s ‘World 
BBQ’, a hip-hop event, soon be-
came a day to remember, but for 
all the wrong reasons.

The event was scheduled from 
1 to 6 p.m. and drew in a massive 
crowd which far exceeded the lo-
cal establishment’s occupancy 
permit.

According to John Marano, 
Community Board 10 fi rst vice 

chairman, the Bronx Beer Gar-
den’s occupancy rating for its bar 
is 126 and its dining area another 
164 customers.

Saturday’s event drew  close 
to 800 hip-hop fans after World 
Famous NYC, its promoter, an-
nounced the event over social 
media and advertised ‘free jungle 
juice’ would be provided there.

Jungle juice refers to an 
homemade mixture of liquor 
which can result in severe intox-
ication.

As the crowd grew, manage-

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The reopening of a park will 

give Bronx residents greater ac-
cess to the Harlem River  water-
front.

The Parks Department and 
local elected offi cials cut the rib-
bon on a renovated Bridge Park 
on Thursday, May 28.

The $4 million project, featur-
ing a multi-user greenway path 
along the Harlem River in ad-
dition to new seating, a bicycle 
rack, drinking fountains and 
landscaping, was completed in 
2013. But construction on the 
Hamilton Bridge by the park’s 
access point at Exterior Street re-
quired the opening to be delayed.

Offi cials touted the park as 
the “gateway to the greenway,” 
referring to the path along the 
Harlem River.

“We were able to open up more 
waterfront to the community,” 
said parks commissioner Mitch-
ell Silver. And although the park 
follows Metro-North railroad 
tracks and the Major Deegan Ex-
pressway, Silver noted that when 
you stand at the waters edge, the 
noise seems to disappear.

“Use the park, enjoy it with 
family and friends,” he implored 
attendees at the ribbon cutting, 
including students from P.S. 11 in 
Highbridge.

Attendees also included rep-
resentatives from adjacent com-
munity boards 4 and 5, who cel-
ebrated the waterfront space.

“This access here is very 
unique,” said Community Board 
5 chairman Dr. Bola Omotosho. 
“Parks is something that is very 
limited in Board 5.”
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Throggs Neck bar exceeds 
occupancy; shuttered

Super Slide Carnival Fun

HIP-HOP EVENT 
GOES HAYWIRE

Marta Freyre with grandson Logan Mercado on the Super Slide at the 
Throgs Neck Little League Carnival on Friday, May 29. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Harlem 
River 

greenspace 
opens
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Torres-Springer (l) speaks with SBS client managers before the door-to-door effort to reach 100 busi-
ness owners in Westchester Square. Photo courtesy of Small Business Services

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
It wasn’t business as usual in the Bronx 

last week when  stores in Westchester Square 
received a special visit from an organization 
dedicated to assisting small businesses.

On Wednesday, May 27, Maria Torres-
Springer, commissioner of Small Business 
Services, Lisa Sorin, executive director of the 
Westchester Square Business Improvement 
District and SBS client managers kicked off 
Small Business First’s proactive business ed-
ucation support by going door-to-door to talk 
to store owners in the square.

Small Business First, which is run by 
SBS along with Mayor de Blasio’s Offi ce of 
Operations and more than 15 partnering city 
agencies, is the city’s comprehensive plan to 
reduce the regulatory burden on small busi-
nesses.

The day’s event was held to share impor-
tant information about top violations that im-
pact small businesses in New York City. 

Throughout the day, SBS visited mer-
chants to provide the business owners with 
the information they need to easily navigate 
government and avoid costly fi nes. Resources 
were also provided to help business owners 
cut red tape to reduce the regulatory burden 
and increase compliance.

Prior to this launched support, SBS and 
the Bronx Chamber of Commerce also hosted 
a workshop at the Hutchinson Metro Cen-
ter, where small business owners learned 
from Torres-Springer about the initiative 
and about SBS’s streamlining licensing and 
permitting processes, as well as the many 
resources available to help them understand 
and comply with regulations. 

At the workshop, NYC Business Solutions 
Center staff and the BCC met with attendees 
and connected them to services including 
navigating government, business courses, 
fi nancing assistance, minority and women-
owned business enterprise (M/WBE) certifi -

cation and more.
“Through Small Business First, we are 

committed to better reaching business own-
ers across the fi ve boroughs by delivering 
tailored information and assistance right 
to their door and utilizing data to focus our 
educational outreach on the businesses and 
neighborhoods that need it most,” said Tor-
res-Springer. “The on-the-ground customized 
support provided by SBS client managers will 
help New York City business owners avoid 
fi nes and violations, so they can spend more 
time running and growing their business and 
less time navigating government.”

These proactive education and outreach 
efforts started with 100 Bronx  businesses and 
will eventually lead to neighborhoods across 
the fi ve boroughs this summer, as expert 
claim managers will continue to assist small 
business owners  avoid fi nes and violations 
as part of Small Business First. More regular 
data analysis and proactive outreach will be-
gin in the fall.

“Small businesses in Westchester Square 
have been faced with fi nes and violations that 
could have been avoided had local business 
owners had a better understanding of city 
regulations,” said Sorin. “This is why we are 
delighted to have (Commissioner Maria) Tor-
res-Springer and SBS client managers kick 
off their Small Business First outreach in the 
Bronx with Westchester Square BID.”

“I’ve consistently taken the position that if 
we’re not reaching mom and pop businesses 
at their storefronts, we’re not really reach-
ing them at all,” said Councilman Robert 
Cornegy, Jr., chair of the committee on Small 
Business. “Combining SBS’ passion for small 
businesses with their expert knowledge and 
neighborhood-focused outreach cannot be un-
derstated.”

“This is a wonderful step forward and 
I look forward to seeing it expand and help 
business across the city.”

SBS commissioner visits  
the Square’s businesses
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Pasta
choose any two

PENNE ALLA VODKA
BAKED ZITI

CAVATELLI AND BROCCOLI RABE
LINGUINE ALLE VONGOLE

RIGATONI BOLOGNESE

Entrees
choose any three

CHICKEN MARSALA
CHICKEN PARMIGIANA
CHICKEN FRANCESE

CHICKEN SCARPRIELLO
SAUSAGE AND PEPPERS
EGGPLANT PARMIGIANA
EGGPLANT ROLLATINI
PORK SCARPRIELLO
VEAL PARMIGIANA

Salad
choose one

CAESAR SALAD
TRADITIONAL GARDEN SALAD

ORGANIC MIXED GREEN SALAD

Choice Of 
Vegetables

choose one

BROCCOLI W/ GARLIC & OLIVE OIL
STRING BEANS & BABY POTATOES

ASSORTED MIXED VEGETABLES
ROASTED POTATOES

YELLOW RICE

Dessert
choose one

SHEET CAKE 
ASSORTED ITALIAN  

COOKIES & PASTRIES
COLOMBIAN COFFEE, DECAF, & TEA

Monday through Friday & Sunday Evening 
Saturday Evening add $10.00 per person 
Must Choose Either: Wine, Beer and Soda 

$10.00 per person or
Open Premium Bar $20.00 per person
Price does not include tax and service

Cold Display
WHEATBERRY SALAD

BRUSCHETTA
CHICK PEA SALAD
TORTELLINI PESTO

PASTA WITH SPINACH  
AND FETA CHEESE
PASTA PRIMAVERA

FRIED EGGPLANT STACKS
MOZZARELLA CAPRESE

OLIVE SALAD

SILVER BUFFET 
PACKAGE

$45  
 PER PERSON 

*MINIMUM 50 GUESTS

101 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | TELEPHONE: 347-680-3865 | EMAIL: SCAVELLOP@AOL.COM
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ment did not turn anyone 
away, Marano said.

The bar’s backyard 
area was teeming with sev-
eral hundred patrons in its 
yard and on the deck. 

Nearby residents soon 
contacted the 45th Precinct 
to report noise complaints 
as close to 50 to 100 party-
goers fl owed out of the bar 
and onto the sidewalk.    

According to a NYPD 
spokesperson, at approxi-
mately 5:50 p.m. that same 
evening, a 24-year old 
woman suffered lacera-
tions to her head after a 
bottle was thrown at her 
by an unknown suspect 
in front of the Bronx Beer 
Garden and was rushed to 
Jacobi Medical Center. No 
arrests were made.

The 45th Precinct and 
the FDNY arrived on the 
scene and immediately 
evacuated everyone from 
the establishment. 

As soon as the event 
was shut down, the bar’s 
owner voluntarily surren-
dered her liquor license to 
the precinct, which still 
has it in its possession.

The precinct is now in 
conversation with the New 
York Sate Liquor Author-
ity regarding the license.

The establishment’s li-
quor license was renewed 
this past April.

The New York City De-
partment of Buildings is 
closely investigating the 
Bronx Beer Garden’s back-
yard deck to determine its 
stability.  

When the crowds dis-
persed, they went quietly, 
however they began trav-
eling up and down East 
Tremont Avenue looking 
for another local watering 
hole to quench their thirst 
for entertainment.

Unfortunately for them, 
the majority of the East 
Tremont Avenue bars 
swiftly refused to serve al-
cohol for a hour and a half.  

Located at 3392 E. 
Tremont Avenue, the 
Bronx Beer Garden 
opened last July 20 and 
has had previously  re-
ported incidents, includ-
ing fi ghts and noise com-
plaints, according to a CB 
10 member

On the evening of 
Tuesday, June 2, CB 10 
met with the 45th Pre-
cinct, Councilman James 
Vacca’s offi ce, and the 
Bronx Beer Garden’s cur-
rent and future owners to 
discuss recent events.

“We shared our dissat-
isfaction with them about 
last Saturday’s event and 
how poorly managed it 
was,” Marano explained. 
“The police and fi re de-

partments acted very 
swiftly in shutting it down 
and we are very thankful 
for their quick response 
that night. The current 
owner of Bronx Beer Gar-
den has shown a lot of re-
morse for what has hap-
pened and she has been 
working very closely with 
the police department to 
help rectify this issue.”

It was announced dur-
ing the meeting that the 
Bronx Beer Garden will 
be sold within the next 
three weeks to a month.  

In addition, the loca-
tion will not retain its 
current name.

Calls to the owner, Mi-
chelle Kausma, were not 
returned.   
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The park represents an 
opportunity for improved 
quality of life, as well as 
an opportunity for exercise 
and improved health in 
the nearby neighborhoods, 
said Councilwoman Van-
essa Gibson.

“It’s extremely impor-
tant for us to recognize 
the value we have in our 
parks,” said Gibson.

Gibson celebrated the 
realized project as one of 

the fi rst she funded after 
being elected. The proj-
ect was also funded by 
Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz, Jr. and a federal 
grant.

While they celebrated 
the new access to the Har-
lem River in the park’s 
greenway, community ac-
tivists implored offi cials 
for continued efforts to ex-
pand the greenway along 
the waterfront, connect-
ing Bridge Park to links 

including Mill Pond Park.
“The idea and dream is 

having a continuous green-
way path where people can 
travel safely in the parks,” 
said Chauncy Young of the 
Harlem River Working 
Group.

He envisions a green-
way where Bronxites 
could travel all the way 
from Randall’s Island to 
Spuyten Dyvil.

“This is a fi rst step,” he 
said.

Harlem River greenspace opens
The ribbon cutting at the reopening of Bridge Park on Thursday, May 28. Photo courtesy of NYC Parks

from Page 1

The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD - YOUR NEWS

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

Hip-hop event goes haywire

The Bronx Beer Garden’s Saturday, May 30 World BBQ event ex-
ceeded the establishment’s occupancy rate causing police and the 
fi re department to shut it down.     File Photo

from Page 1
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Community Board 10 and the 

East Bronx Traffi c Coalition will 
hold a meeting in Ferry Point to 
discuss traffi c concerns with its 
residents. 

CB 10’s Municipal Services 
Committee will be joined by lead-
ers of the coalition, a consortium 
of civic groups concerned about 
traffi c, in hosting the meeting at 
Monsignor Scanlan High School 
on Tuesday, June 9 at 7:30 p.m.

The discussion will center on 
Department of City Planning pro-
posals for roads in Ferry Point that 
were released in a memorandum 
in August, said one of the event’s 
participatipants.

The goal is to engage the local 
community, said CB 10 vice-chair-
man John Marano. 

“We don’t usually hear too 
much from the majority of the 
Ferry Point area, so we want to get 
everyone’s input,” said Marano. 

CB 10 district manager Ken-
neth Kearns said that Marano and 
the committee chairman, Joseph 
Russo, spearheaded the meeting at 
the request of EBTC. 

“The community board is try-
ing to get (a reaction) to DCP’s sug-

gestions, and then based on what 
happens at the public meeting, the 
coalition could then advocate as a 
group for what is in the best inter-
ests of the community,” said John 
Doyle of the EBTC. 

“We helped the community 
board because we went out and 
we leafl eted every house in Ferry 
Point to try to get the word out,” 
added Doyle. 

Doyle said that he believes that 
this is the fi rst public meeting in 

Ferry Point in four years. 
Marano said that at the meet-

ing the public would learn about 
DCP’s reactions to several sugges-
tions that the board fi rst suggested 
as part of its own Traffi c Manage-
ment Plan completed in 2013. 

One of the those recommenda-
tions from 2013 was a slip ramp 
onto I-95 at St. Joseph’s Way that 
could allow trucks coming from 
Ferry Point’s industrial facilities 
to leave the community without 

going through residential areas.  
“Right now they are going up 

Lafayette Avenue and making a 
left (I-695/Throgs Neck Express-
way into I-95,” said Marano. 

Even though large 18-wheel-
ers are prohibited from most local 
streets, unless they are making de-
liveries, lack of police manpower 
leads to scant enforcement in prac-
tice, said the vice-chairman. 

According to a draft of DCP’s 
fi ndings obtained from a source, 

the proposal for a slip ramp onto 
I-95 may not work because of the 
presence of columns, grading 
and insuffi cient distance for ac-
celerating onto the highway, but 
could work as a ramp or lane from 
the “Hutchinson River Parkway 
northbound service road at Lafay-
ette Avenue leading motorists to 
the Bruckner Expressway lanes.” 

Also on the agenda will be a 
recommendation  to create a new 
access point for trucks into the 
Pepsi plant from the Hutchinson 
River Parkway Service Road to 
divert the facility’s truck traf-
fi c from Brush Avenue and local 
streets, according to Marano and 
the DCP memorandum proposed 
recommendations. 

Other topics that could be dis-
cussed, which were part of the 
DCP memorandum, include:

•a recommendation to cre-
ate another access point over 
Westchester Creek besides the 
Unionport Bridge

•maintenance and amenities 
for the triangular space under the 
Bruckner Interchange

•new “wayfi nding” signage on 
roads around the approach to the 
Whitestone Bridge 
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CB 10 Ferry Pt. traffi c meeting set for June 9

The possibility of building an onramp to I-95, past Lafayette Avenue from the northbound Hutchinson River Parkway ser-
vice road, could be studied further, according to a city document. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A team of mobile behavioral 

health experts are venturing into 
the Bronx to provide patients with 
comprehensive services outside of 
the hospital.

Jacobi Medical Center and North 
Central Bronx Hospital’s Assertive 
Community Treatment Program is 
an evidence-based treatment model 
comprised of an interdisciplinary 
team of mental health experts who 
provide integrated services and 
care to the severely mentally ill.

ACT may be considered the best 
treatment option in aiding indi-
viduals suffering severe cases of 
debilitating, chronic and persistent 
psychiatric disorders who have dif-
fi culty maintain appointments or 
suffer from psychosocial issues hin-
dering their recovery and perhaps 
threatening his or her well-being.

“This is not your traditional out-
patient service,” Dr. Karen Inghil-
terra, JMC’s Behavioral Health Out-
patient Services director explained. 
“These are people suffering from a 
variety of psychosocial issues and 

it requires the right type of profes-
sional to reach them.”

Venturing outside the hospital, 
ACT teams provide comprehensive 
and intensive outpatient treatment 
to people most likely to skip appoint-
ments or not adhere to medication 
regimens yet are also high users of 
emergency rooms and inpatient hos-
pitalization services.

Situations such as these are not 
just costly, but can result in frag-
mented care by providers who may 
not be familiar with a patient’s past 
medical or psychiatric history.

The ACT Program seeks to pre-
vent such incidences from occur-
ring.  

Teams visit to counsel and work 
with patients to develop individu-
alized treatment plans designed to 
keep them healthy and safe as well 
as addressing their medications, 
housing, fi nances, employment sup-
port and other essentials for suc-
cess.

This type of engagement and 
treatment can improve patients’ 
symptoms, stability and quality of 

life over time and the National Al-
liance on Mental Illness estimates 
ACT can reduce hospitalizations by 
20%.

Kara Simpson has been involved 
with ACT for almost a decade and 
has served as NCBH’s team leader 
since 2011.

“Our patients have encountered 
diffi culties in every other program 
so we work as a multidisciplinary 
team to address our patients’ 
needs,” she said. “Every day is dif-
ferent; sometimes we roll into envi-
ronments where anything can hap-
pen!”

ACT possesses an array of clini-
cal and behavioral specialists in-
cluding psychiatrists, nurses, social 
workers, case workers and sub-
stance abuse counselors in addition 
to a variety of disciplines collaborat-
ing to address issues patients expe-
rience such as homelessness, hun-
ger, and unemployment.

“Our teams meet four times a 
week and discuss how to treat and 
approach different patients,” Natha-
nia Kurtz, a licensed social worker 

at JMC explained. “Sometimes per-
sistence pays off, we’ll go knock on 
doors every week if that’s what’s 
needed to help our patients.”

This program offers intensive 
services Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. as well as 24 
hours a day, seven days a week cri-
sis intervention.

According to the New York State 
Offi ce of Mental Health, 44% of Ja-
cobi’s ACT patients met their treat-

ment goals within the last year and 
35% of NCBH’s patients achieved 
similar results.

ACT admission eligibility is de-
termined through a local Single 
Point of Access process which refers 
consumers to an ACT team depend-
ing on their catchment area.

For additional information on 
the ACT Program, contact 311 to be 
referred to the proper intake ser-
vice.

Jacobi, NCBH’s ACT Program 
provide community services

The ACT Team: (l-r) Barbara Okuonghae, registered nurse; William Rivera, CASAC; 
Nathania Kurtz; Patrick Lovell, CRC, CASAC, LMHC; Benjamin Elliott, LMSW; Irina 
Korobov, MD; Angela Serrano, peer counselor; and Samantha Conzo, program 
assistant. Not pictured: Dr. Victoria Igtanloc, MD and Theresa Timmons, LCSW .
 Photo courtesy of Jacobi Medical Center
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Tenants at a rent-stabilized  Pel-

ham Bay building are calling for 
changes.

At 3555 Bruckner Boulevard., 
run by Abro Management, the ten-
ant’s association called an emer-
gency meeting to discuss a recent 
stop-work order issued at the prop-
erty after the superintendent began 
demolition to combine his two units 
without any work permits, said TA 
president Sonja Melendez.

“That created a lot of concern 
in tenants minds, if we’ve been ex-
posed to asbestos and lead,” said Me-
lendez about the situation.

But the unpermitted work is just 
the latest in what tenants feel is a 
long stream of offenses from man-
agement, which Melendez said in-
cludes a lack of repairs, diffi culty 
contacting management, manage-
ment trying to take tenants’ rent-
regulated parking spaces, taking 
tenants to court falsely, and other 
forms of harassment.

“A lot of things have come to a 
head,” said Melendez.

One of many issues is that build-
ing has major problems with wa-
ter and leaks that have never been 
structurally addressed, said TA 

vice-president Patricia McConnell.
When it rains, the roof fl oods, 

and the water creates bubbles on the 
walls on multiple fl oors, she said, 
which are periodically scrapped 
and painted over.

“Water is just seeping through 
the building, and management 
keeps patching the roof,” said Mc-
Connell.

Water has been an issue in 
Melody Ruiz’s apartment since she 
moved in in 2012. The constant leak-
ing and damage to her bathroom 
ceiling was fi xed with patches in-
stead of investigating the source of 
the problem, said Ruiz, until it fi -
nally collapsed on May 31 when she 
was about to get in to the shower.

“They keep doing the same thing 
over and over,” said Ruiz. “They re-
fuse to do the work correctly.”

And since Ruiz fi led for a rent 
reduction due to the condition of 
the bathroom a year and a half ago, 
she’s felt harassed by management.

“They try to scare me,” said 
Ruiz.

Tenants in the building have 
fi led a Tenant’s Statement of Com-
plaint-Harassment, and the tenants 
association recently sent a letter to 
management and the Department 

of Homes and Community Renewal, 
which oversees rent stabilization 
in the state, titled “How Abro Man-
agement is Decreasing our services 
building wide”

Offenses alleged in the letter in-
clude: refusing tenants correspon-
dence regarding repairs in their 
apartment; rent slips that are hard 
to understand, with incorrect infor-
mation; and intimidation, retalia-
tion, and harassment by the offi ce, 
manager, and super against tenants 

who exercise their rights.
“Abro is intentionally bullying 

tenants and not doing repairs when 
they call 311 for their complaints to 
the point that tenants are moving 
out in herds. We feel that Abro is 
deliberately harassing and intimi-
dating tenants to deregulate this 
rent-stabilized building, which is il-
legal,” the letter reads. “We implore 
DHCR to investigate any and all 
avenues to help this rent-stabilized 
building and its tenants with the 

past, current and future applica-
tions and concerns being brought 
to your attention.”

Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce, who 
has supported the tenants over 
the years and was instrumental 
in getting the stop-work order is-
sued, also sent a letter to manage-
ment imploring them to address 
building conditions, which have 
not improved despite his staff’s 
attempts at communication.

“All tenants have the right 
to feel safe, free from harm and 
live comfortably in their homes,” 
said Klein. “It’s imperative that 
the concerns of residents be ad-
dressed by management in a 
timely fashion and I will continue 
to work with the tenants’ associa-
tion to ensure all issues are re-
solved .”

The tenants association will 
keep pushing for improvements, 
and know that without their ad-
vocacy, the situation would be 
much worse, said McConnell.

“We want the building to be 
safe. I don’t think that’s too much 
to ask,” she said.

Abro Management did not re-
spond to the paper’s request for 
comment.

Tenants at 3555 Bruckner Blvd. demand repairs

The ceiling collapsed in Melody Ruiz’s bathroom after years of leaks and patch 
jobs. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co



BY JAIME WILLIAMS
“What do we want? Strong 

rent laws. When do we want 
them? Now,” was the rallying cry 
of a group of tenant advocates 
outside Senator Jeff Klein’s of-
fi ce last week.

Chants of “Tenants, united, 
will never be defeated,” and 
“Fight, fi ght, fi ght, housing is 
a right,” were also heard from 
the representatives from groups 
including Alliance for Tenant 
Power, Northwest Bronx Commu-
nity and Clergy Coalition, CASA- 
New Settlement, Banana Kelly 
Resident Council, Urban Home-
steading Assistance Board, New 
York Communities for Change 
and Tenants and Neighbors.

The advocates visited Sena-
tor’s Klein offi ce in the Hutch 
Metro Center on Friday, May 29 
to call on him to vocally support 
renewing and strengthening the 
rent regulation laws that are due 
to expire on June 15.

Some of the demonstrators 
were tenants of rent-regulated 

building who expressed fear at 
what will happen to them if the 
laws are weakened or expire.

A member of CASA, Beverly 
Creighton, said she pays 80 per-
cent of her income towards rent, 
and can’t afford an increase 
should the rent laws change. 

Northwest Bronx Coalition 
representative Joseph Ferdi-
nand said he feared being at the 
mercy of his landlord should his 
unit fall out of regulation.

“Where am I going to go?” 
said Hunts Point resident Joanna 
Paulino. “It’s not only me, it’s a 
lot of children and families that 
are going to be displaced.”

The tenants in her building 
are hardworking people, she 
said, but are still struggling day 
to day.

“We vote and we expect him 
to have our backs on this,” said 
Paulino, who lives in Klein’s dis-
trict.

The advocates were frus-
trated that when they arrived 
at the Hutch Metro Center they 

were unable to speak with a rep-
resentative from the senator’s of-
fi ce and read a letter calling for 
his action on the issue. 

Instead they left it with the 
building’s security before start-
ing their rally.

The letter addressed to Klein 
calls on him to act on behalf of 
people living in 45,000 rent-stabi-
lized apartments in his district. 

“Your silence on the state of 
the rent laws, despite the urgency 

for increased housing protections 
in your district, is deeply trou-
bling,” the letter reads. “Thus 
far your only public position has 
been to defend the wasteful 421a 
tax break program for wealthy 
developers that has done little to 
create affordable housing.”

“Rent regulation is by far 
the largest source of the much-
needed affordable housing and 
it must be protected,” the letter 
reads. 

In response to the letter, 
the senator’s offi ce said the ad-
vocates’ complaints are un-
founded.

“These attacks are not only 
petty, they’re plain wrong,” said 
a spokeswoman for the senator. 

 “In the fi nal weeks of session 
Senator Klein will continue to 
fi ght to strengthen rent control 
and rent stabilization laws af-
fecting thousands of tenants in 
the Bronx, ” the rep said.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
If the NYC Department of De-

sign and Construction is able to 
complete a Uniform Land Use Re-
view Procedure action success-
fully, City Island may get anti-
quated water mains and sewers 
replaced with new, modern ones.  

DDC made a request to use un-
derwater parcels of private land, 
both for a new freshwater connec-
tion near the City Island Bridge at 
the unmapped Kilroe Street, and 
also for the creation of new storm 
sewers for streets on the north-
ern side of the island, reducing 
chances of fl ooding. 

During a public hearing held 
as part of Community Board 10’s 
Housing and Zoning Committee 
on Thursday, May 14, island resi-
dents got to voice their concerns. 
After the hearing, the committee 
voted to support the project unani-
mously. 

“The ULURP action is critical 
to our efforts and is required to 

obtain an easement for these in-
frastructure improvements,” said 
a DDC spokesman. “They will per-
mit access to the sites by our client, 
the Department of Environmental 
Protection, should any mainte-
nance or repair be necessary.”

During the public hearing, a 
representative from the City Island 
Garden Club was told that every 
effort will be made to protect the 
roots of a memorial tree known as 
‘Brotherhood Tree,’ which is near 
the path of the planned new fresh-
water connection.  

The project’s fi rst phase calls 
for the installation of two 20-inch 
diameter water mains in the fi rst 
phase, with construction to begin 
in the fall 2016 and to be completed 
in fall 2017. 

The second part of the project 
calls for new storm water connec-
tion sewers for north City Island 
around Minnieford Avenue, with 
a new 48-inch wide outfall from 
Minnieford to Eachchester Bay. 

Work on phase two is tenta-
tively scheduled to being in the 
summer of 2019 and be completed 
the following year. 

City Island Civic Association 
board member and CB 10 Parks 
Committee chairwoman Virginia 
Gallagher said that the Brother-
hood Tree has special signifi cance 
to the island. It was planted for two 
of its religious leaders in the 1960s 
as part of a celebration that used to 
take place on the island for years. 

However, the needs for clean 
drinking water and better infra-
structure are very important, she 
indicated. 

“The most important thing is 
that fresh water will be coming 
through Pelham Bay Park and go 
under the water and then come up 
near the bridge, up to the street 
again,” said Gallagher. 

The fresh water mains servic-
ing the island were likely built in 
the early 1930s, she said, and could 
use an upgrade.

The island’s population has 
grown since the 1930s, and Gal-
lagher said there is also in-
creased water usage since the 
1960s in nearby Pelham Bay Park 
at newer facilities like the Rod-
man’s Neck fi ring range, a golf 
driving range, and ballfi elds that 
did not exist when the island’s 
fi rst fresh water connection was 
made. 

John Doyle, City Island Civic 

Association’s corresponding sec-
retary, said that many on the 
island feel that new storm sew-
ers on the north end are a much 
needed improvement, and do not 
want to see the project tied up. 

Both the fresh water connec-
tion and the storm sewers are 
part of the same ULURP, a pro-
cess through which decisions 
affecting the land use of the city 
are opened to public comment. 
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The blue line shows where the freshwater main will travel under Eastchester Bay 
to City Island, not far from the City Island Bridge. 
 Photo courtesy of the Department of Design and Construction

City Island may see 
water, sewer upgrade

Tenant advocates rally 
for rent regulations

Tenant advocates rallied outside Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce at the Hutch Metro Center on Friday, May 29 to call for the 
stregthening of rent regulation laws. Photo courtesy of the Alliance for Tenant Power



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Community Board 10 and east Bronx ho-

meowners came together to discuss using 
solar energy to power private homes and 
reduce utility bills, and the creation of ‘mi-
crogrids.’

The board’s vice-chairman John Marano 
and the Throggs Neck Home Owners Asso-
ciation invited New York State Energy Re-
search and Development Authority contrac-
tors to an Energy Effi ciency and Renewalble 
Energy Forum that dealt with topics like so-
lar power for homeowners and ‘microgrids’ 
that can function as independent power is-
lands and within larger infrastructure. 

The forum was held during the TNHOA 
meeting on Tuesday, May 26.

“I hope this helps the public understand 
that there are alternative energy solutions, 
and they are coming sooner than later,” said 
Marano of the forum. 

 “We have to start somewhere, and I want 
all this information out there,” he added. 

Ken Kearns, CB 10 district manager and 
Martin Prince, the board’s chairman, at-
tended. Lynn Gerbino, TNHOA president 
and the organization’s board hosted the fo-
rum at Villa Barone Manor.  

NYSERDA contractor Lesile Davis of So-
lar One spoke about the NY Prize competi-
tion and how microgrids work. 

She noted that Co-op City, with its own 

power plant, is a micro-grid, capable of be-
ing independent of Con Edison power. 

Davis explained that in order to qualify 
for a NY Prize grant, the applicant has to be 
a place of refuge, like a fi re department or a 
hospital. 

Rachel Stein, NYSERDA program man-
ager, explained the mission of the organiza-
tion is to make the homes and business more 

energy effi cient.
Chris Niedl of the NYSERDA funded Here 

Comes Solar project spoke about the federal 
and state tax credits available to homeown-
ers who want to have solar installations on 
their roofs. 

“We are really trying to promote the rapid 
spread of solar in New York City because 
there is huge potential here because of the 

how expensive electricity is,” he said. “We 
work with groups of neighbors who want to 
go solar, and we help them solicit from in-
stallers that we have vetted and qualifi ed, 
and because they do it as a group in the same 
area, they get a volume discount.”  

He explained that oftentimes, homeown-
ers could get fi nancing for solar systems on 
their roofs, and reduce energy costs up to 
70% to 100% 

He said that the amount of solar installa-
tions in Staten Island is soaring, and that af-
ter touring the area, many east Bronx com-
munities appear to have similar amounts of 
open roof space capable of generating solar 
energy. 

The communities tend to be stable, with 
people staying for years, a plus when con-
sidering solar as it could take several years 
to see a fi nancial return on a rooftop solar 
panel system, said Niedl.  

Marano said had envisioned CB 10 cre-
ating its own micro-grid proposal for New 
York Prize, but when it became clear that 
this could not be done by the Friday, May 15 
deadline for the competition, the idea for a 
forum on solar and other alternative energy 
was born.  

Sources said that Montefi ore Medi-
cal Center has submitted a proposal to get 
funded for a microgrid feasibility study as 
part of the NY Prize competition. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The doctor will see you now.
Located inside the Throggs Neck Shopping 

Center, AFC Doctors Express Urgent Care is 
a nationally-recognized walk-in clinic com-
prised of highly trained, board-certifi ed physi-
cians and a team of medical professionals who 
provide fast, affordable quality urgent care in 
treating various non-life threatening illnesses 
and injuries with no appointment or referral 
necessary.

The walk-in clinic offi cially opened its 
doors in our borough last November and treats 
many Bronx residents and New Yorkers.

Conveniently scheduled, AFC Doctors Ex-
press is open Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. 
until 10 p.m. as well as Saturday and Sunday 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Though it provides business seven days a 
week, the walk-in clinic closes in observation 
of the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays.    

Founded in 2008, Doctors Express merged 
with American Family Care in 2013 to further 
expand its well-renowned urgent care, minor 
emergency treatment and occupational medi-
cine.

Currently, this national organization has 
over 85 urgent care centers located through-
out the country.

In 2011, the very fi rst New York-based AFC 
Doctors Express opened for business in Harts-
dale.

This urgent care franchise is well regarded 

for treating and diagnosing a wide array of mi-
nor medical concerns such as colds and the fl u; 
asthma; allergies; pink eye; back, joint, and 
muscle pain; cuts, bruises, and burns; breaks 
and fractures as well as rashes and other skin 
irritations.

According to Dan Purugganan, managing 
director, the Throggs Neck facility averages 
approximately 400 patients a week.

He added that the walk-in clinic sees ap-

proximately 250 new Bronx patients weekly 
and it has received overwhelmingly positive 
reactions from the community due to its con-
venient location which can be reach via car or 
the Q44 and Q50 buses, free ample parking a 
few feet away from its front entrance, and its 
promptness in treating patients.

“Our organization is all about being con-
venient for our costumers while also offering 
them the best possible medical services with 

no appointment needed,” Purugganan ex-
plained.

AFC Doctors Express is best described as a 
hybrid between an emergency room and a pri-
mary care physician’s offi ce and a typical visit 
generally lasts either 45 minutes or a hour.

This walk-in clinic includes a digital x-ray 
and full lab providing comprehensive diagno-
sis of multitudes of non-life threatening ill-
nesses and medical conditions and can test 
for such medical issues as STDs, strep throat, 
mono, hepatitis, the fl u, TB, drugs and alcohol, 
glucose levels and pregnancy among many 
others.     

“I’ve been living in the Bronx all of my life 
and being able to relate to my patients here 
helps establish a much stronger relationship 
between us,” Dr. Michael Tugetman, medical 
director expressed. “We have a really beauti-
ful state-of-the-art facility here to better serve 
the entire Bronx community and provide our 
patients with everything they need, when they 
need it.”

Dr. Tugetman, a Riverdale resident, ex-
pressed his excitement about working in his 
home borough to provide residents with the 
quality healthcare they require as well as 
working alongside fellow board-certifi ed fam-
ily practice physicians Dr. Jennifer Garcia, 
D.O, and Dr. Christi Gandham, D.O. 

For more information, contact Doctors Ex-
press at either (718) 925-4400 or visit www.doc-
torsexpressbronx.com.
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AFC Doctors Express opens in TN mall

(l-r) Dr. Christi Gandham, DO; Dr. Tugetman, MD; and Jennifer Garcia, DO 
 Photo courtesy of AFC Doctors Express Urgent Care

CB 10, TNHOA host Energy Forum

A group from NYSERDA, the Throggs Neck Home Owners Association and Community Board 10 held 
an energy forum during the regular TNHOA meeting on Tuesday, May 26. Among the topics discussed 
were ‘micro-grids.’ Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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Come And Join Us In Recognition
              Of This Year’s Honorees

25
2013

INFLUENTIAL
BRONX

101 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | TELEPHONE: 347-680-3865 | EMAIL: SCAVELLOP@AOL.COM

6th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Tuesday, June 30, 2015 - 6pm to 10pm

Per Person

R.S.V.P. by June 12, 2015
(718) 260-4595

Michelle Centeno

Loretta Zaino

Rev. Que English

Nilka Martell

Nancy Biberman

Cynthia Jones

Naomi Pouchie

Wilma Tamayo

Hon. Llinet Rosado

Rhina Valentin

Judy Hutson

Susan O’Hanlon Mendogni

Bharati S. Kemraj

Sponsored By

venient for community members, said 
Michael Kenney, SHCA president. 

“I can walk if I have to; it is inconve-
nient, but I can do it,” said the civic presi-
dent of parking far from his home. “But 
a lot of our older folks, our seniors, they 
just cannot.” 

Some residents have student cars 
parked in front of their home for a week at 
a time, necessitating parking on Schurz 
Avenue near the Throgs Neck Little 
Leauge fi elds, a quarter mile away, ex-
plained Kenney. 

SUNY Maritime offi cials attended a 
Monday, May 18 SCHA meeting, and Ken-
ney added that the college has done every-
thing that they said they would do for the 
residents, including sending letters to un-
derclassman students asking them not to 
bring their cars to school. 

“Their problem is that Maritime has 
no way of enforcing the students not 
bringing their cars,” he said. 

Mary Muecke, SUNY Maritime ex-
ecutive director of external affairs, con-
fi rmed that the campus met with Com-
munity Board 10 and SHCA recently to 
discuss this issue.

“We are in constant conversation with 
our neighbors and are trying to see how 
to properly resolve this issue,” Muecke 
said. “At the beginning of each semester, 
the dean informs our students to be gener-
ous to neighbors by parking in regulated 
areas and not in private parking areas or 
driveways.”

Pennyfi eld Avenue is a public street 
and this concern is not new, she said. 

SUNY Maritime College  provides 
parking to upperclassmen, commuting 
students and its employees. The cam-

pus has over 700 on-site parking spaces 
and disributes 800-plus parking permits. 
Students pay $100 a semester to use the 
spots. 

Some upperclassmen and commuters 
park on the residential streets because 
they refuse to pay the parking fee.

The college is exploring the possibility 
of building an on-campus parking garage 
when it updates some of its older dorms, 
but that is  a long-term plan and will not 
resolve the current situation. 

“This has been going on for quite 
awhile and it seems to be getting intense 
lately,” said Assemblyman Benedetto. 
“I’m very sensitive to both the plight of 
the residents who have nowhere to park 
near their homes as well as with the 
SUNY Maritime College students who 
need somewhere to park their cars.” 

According to Benedetto a proposal has 
been made to possibly convert a parcel of 
land located across the street from Bicen-
tennial Veterans Memorial Park and run-
ning alongside Throgs Neck Expressway 
into a parking area exclusively for SUNY 
Maritime College students to park their 
vehicles.

In addition, this proposal would also 
have SUNY Maritime College establish 
their own shuttle bus service to transport 
their students to the campus, provided 
the college agrees to the proposal.

Benedetto’s offi ce has been in contact 
with the state Department of Transpor-
tation to see if the roadside parking pro-
posal is doable. 

A spokeswoman from Senator Klein 
said that his offi ce has been working on 
the issue since last fall, and has made sev-
eral short and long-term proposals to ad-
dress the parking issue. 

from Page 1

SUNY Maritime students, 
residents in parking war 

Offi cials from SUNY Maritime College are working with the Schuyler Hill Civic Association on an issue 
that has arisen with students parking cars on local streets. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

at
Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf Courses

870 Shore Road, Bronx, New York

$175 per golfer / $650 per foursome
Includes Golf Tournament, Networking Lunch & Dinner

Rain or Shine

Dinner Only Options for Non-Golfers 
Sponsorship Opportunities Available

For more information or to register, please contact  
John Quinones at john.quinones@verizon.net or  

Geri Sciortino at geri@bronxdesign.com.

BRONX YMCA GOLF OUTINGBRONX YMCA GOLF OUTING
WEDNESDAY JUNE 24, 2015WEDNESDAY JUNE 24, 2015
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“
For you or a loved one:

LET’S TALK 
ABOUT LIVING WITH
RELAPSING MS

“

Join us for an MS LIVING EVENT. 
Hear from MS experts and others who are living with 
MS. Plus, get some answers about dealing with MS
and information on an oral treatment.

When:
Tuesday, June 30, 2015
6:30PM Eastern

Where:
Zuppa Restaurant and Lounge
59 Main Street
Yonkers, NY 10701

Expert Speakers
Rene Elkin, MD
MS Clinic Ryebrook
MC Clinic Bronx Lebanon Hospital

Call 1-866-703-6293 to reserve your space.
or register at mslivingevents.com

             EVENT ID: TR297138                                       US.MS.MSX.14.03.014

A MEAL WILL BE PROVIDED. FREE PARKING
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