
BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
It’s tee time in the Bronx!
On Tuesday, May 26 at 11 a.m., 

Trump Golf Links at Ferry Point 
Park will host a grand opening cel-
ebration in honor of the country’s 
most anticipated new golf course 
after over 15 years of planning and 
developing, offi cially opening the 
course to the public.

The 18-hole, championship cali-
ber, state-of-the-art golf course offi -
cially opened on Wednesday, April 
1, after it was announced that the 
course would begin accepting tee 
time reservations online in early 
March. 

The same month, Trump an-
nounced the hiring of acclaimed 
PGA Club professional Brad Wor-
thington as the course’s director 
of golf. 

Additionally, just before the 
New Year, Trump announced that 
highly acclaimed golf instructor 
Michael Breed and his namesake 
golf academy would open at Trump 
Golf Links.

Another major contributor to 
the course’s development - golf 
icon Jack Nicklaus, winner of 18 
major championship and winner 
of the 2014 Architect of the Year 
by Golf Magazine, was assigned 
to design the course because of his 
perception as a globally renewed 
designer and golf success through-
out his professional career.

A golf course for Ferry Point 
Park has been in development 
for over 15 years. The project lan-
guished until the original devel-
oper stepped down in 2011.

 The land currently comprising 
the new golf course was formerly 
a landfi ll.

After Trump and Nicklaus 
formed a partnership and took on 
the task of designing a golf course, 
the project seemed to turn around 
signifi cantly. 

Less than half a decade later, 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
If you never had the opportu-

nity to visit Queens or Manhattan 
during your lifetime, you may get 
your chance to do so after death.

On Thursday, May 7, the city’s 
Medical Examiner’s Offi ce an-
nounced a surprising decision 
to shift both Staten Island and 
the Bronx’s mortuary services to 
neighboring boroughs.

The Bronx Medical Exam-
iner’s Offi ce, presently based in 
Jacobi Medical Center’s campus, 

will transfer their mortuary ser-
vices and workers starting Mon-
day, June 1.

Decedents from the north 
Bronx will be transferred to 
Queens for mortuary services 
while south Bronx decedents will 
be sent to Manhattan.

OCME said the consolidation 
of mortuary staff and resources 
to three locations will improve 
operational effectiveness.

The borough’s offi ce will re-

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
There is a friendly disagree-

ment brewing over a Department 
of Transportation plan to tame a 
curving stretch of East Tremont 
Avenue in Waterbury-LaSalle. 

Councilman James Vacca is 
supporting the city DOT proposal 
reducing travel lanes from four to 
three for a third of a mile between 
Waterbury Avenue and Meyers 
Street (near Bruckner Boulevard). 

But several local merchants, 
concerned that the plan could be 
expanded into parts of Throggs 
Neck and slow down traffi c and 
commerce, plan to oppose the 
idea. 

The proposal also calls for wid-
ening the parking lanes and creat-
ing a center left-turn lane, counted 
as one of the travel lanes. 

According to a DOT presenta-
tion before Community Board 10’s 
Municipal Services Committee 
on Tuesday, May 12, similar ‘road 
diets’ have been shown to reduce 
speeding and crashes. 

The committee voted with six 
in favor, out of ten members pres-
ent, to support the plan, said CB 10 
district manager Ken Kearns. 

“That stretch of East Tremont 
has dangerous curves, constant 
double parking, and traffi c moving 
too fast,” said Vacca, who added, 
“There is no doubt that something 
has to be done.” 

“We did have one bad accident 
there, and I don’t want to wait for a 
second or a third before we install 
traffi c controls,” he said. 

The plan will slow down traf-
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Bollywood At The Square
Lalitha Dance Company performed at Owen F. Dolen Park on Sat-
urday, May 16 as part of the 3rd Annual Bollywood in The Bronx in 
Westchester Square. Photo by Patricio Robayo

TRAFFIC PLAN
CONTROVERSY

Bronx mortuary 
service outsourced

Trump Golf 
Links grand 
opening set
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FREE Cervical and Breast Cancer Screenings
for women ages 21 to 64 who are uninsured or underinsured

What:  FREE Cancer Screenings* and 
Community Health Education

When: Saturday, May 30, 2015 
 8:00 AM –2:00 PM

Where:   Montefiore Imaging Center
 3400 Bainbridge Avenue
 Lower Level Suite #300
 Bronx, NY 10467

Call to register 

718-920-4600

*Women should expect to wait two to three hours for their test results. 

Opportunity to receive FREE:

•  Cervical cancer screening  
(Pap test), ages 21–64 

• Breast exam

•  Mammogram (age appropriate), 
ages 40–64

• Same-day test results

Other FREE programs and  
services offered:

• Health education resources

• Preventative screening

• Women’s Cancer Screening Program

• Limited children’s activities

•  Hospital campus parking/
transportation

SPEND THE DAY WITH US!

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Community boards 10 and 11 

will soon be getting greener.
The NYC Department of En-

vironmental Protection has 
brought its green infrastruc-
ture program to the Bronx. 

Bioswales, greenspaces in 
the sidewalk designed to collect 
stormwater, will be installed 
throughout the Westchester 
Creek watershed in the east-
ern part of the borough.

The green infrastructure 
initiative, started in 2011, is 
a city-wide effort by DEP to 
improve water quality in the 
city by reducing the amount of 
stormwater that ends up in the 
city’s century-old sewer sys-
tem, where it mixes with sani-
tary water. 

During or after heavy rains, 
water from the sewer exits the 
system at designated points 
into the city’s waterways in or-
der to avoid overwhelming the 
wastewater treatment centers. 

Those ‘combined sewer 
overflows’ is what green in-
frastructure is designed to re-
duce, by keeping some rainwa-
ter out of the sewer system. 

Types of infrastructure can 

include green roofs, rain bar-
rels, greenstreets in under-
utilized roads space or bio-
swales in the sidewalk.

The bioswales are about 5 
feet deep, filled with an engi-
neered mix of rock and sand, 
and topped with plants. They 
are placed upstream of catch 
basins, and cuts in the bio-
swales’ curb aim to divert wa-
ter running down the street 
into the greenspace where it 
will be stored and used by the 
plants. A tree guard protects 
the other three sides of the 
space.

A representative from DEP 
presented the information 
about the forthcoming in-
frastructure to Community 
Board 11’s leadership commit-
tee on May 18 to bring them up 
to date on the already-in-pro-
cess project.

After conducting hydraulic 
analysis in the area and walk-
ing through with DOT to iden-
tify feasible areas, the DEP 
has been drilling at potential 
sites to take soil samples to de-
termine the best sites for the 
bioswales. 

They expect to be drilling 

for several more months, and 
to have a list of sites for con-
struction in the Westchester 

Creek watershed by the end 
of the year, the representative 
said.

The process to bring bio-
swales to the Bronx River wa-
tershed in the western part of 
the Bronx will begin later this 
year.

Members of CB 11’s Leader-
ship Committee were recep-
tive to the idea of green infra-
structure overall, but were 
wary of the $25,000 price tag 
for each bioswale that will be 
paid for by revenue from the 
city’s water rates.

“I disagree with the amount 
of money they’re going to 
spend,” said board member 
Joe McManus after the meet-
ing.

McManus said he’s con-
cerned that the bioswales 
won’t divert enough water to 
compensate for the larger in-
frastructure deficiencies.

“Basically they’re little 
sponges,” he said.

CB 11 vice-chair Al D’Angelo 
said he was also concerned 
that the middle class would 
ultimately bear the cost of the 
infrastructure, but said that 
overall the bioswales sounded 
like a good idea.

“It would beautify the city,” 
he said.

Bioswales to divert CB10, 11 rainwater

A bioswale in Brooklyn collects stormwater. 
 Photo courtesy of the NYC Department of Environmental Protection
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Pasta
choose any two

PENNE ALLA VODKA
BAKED ZITI

CAVATELLI AND BROCCOLI RABE
LINGUINE ALLE VONGOLE

RIGATONI BOLOGNESE

Entrees
choose any three

CHICKEN MARSALA
CHICKEN PARMIGIANA
CHICKEN FRANCESE

CHICKEN SCARPRIELLO
SAUSAGE AND PEPPERS
EGGPLANT PARMIGIANA
EGGPLANT ROLLATINI
PORK SCARPRIELLO
VEAL PARMIGIANA

Salad
choose one

CAESAR SALAD
TRADITIONAL GARDEN SALAD

ORGANIC MIXED GREEN SALAD

Choice Of 
Vegetables

choose one

BROCCOLI W/ GARLIC & OLIVE OIL
STRING BEANS & BABY POTATOES

ASSORTED MIXED VEGETABLES
ROASTED POTATOES

YELLOW RICE

Dessert
choose one

SHEET CAKE 
ASSORTED ITALIAN  

COOKIES & PASTRIES
COLOMBIAN COFFEE, DECAF, & TEA

Monday through Friday & Sunday Evening 
Saturday Evening add $10.00 per person 
Must Choose Either: Wine, Beer and Soda 

$10.00 per person or
Open Premium Bar $20.00 per person
Price does not include tax and service

Cold Display
WHEATBERRY SALAD

BRUSCHETTA
CHICK PEA SALAD
TORTELLINI PESTO

PASTA WITH SPINACH  
AND FETA CHEESE
PASTA PRIMAVERA

FRIED EGGPLANT STACKS
MOZZARELLA CAPRESE

OLIVE SALAD

SILVER BUFFET 
PACKAGE

$45  
 PER PERSON 

*MINIMUM 50 GUESTS

101 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | TELEPHONE: 347-680-3865 | EMAIL: SCAVELLOP@AOL.COM
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fi c in the area, said Kearns, 
with an aim of creating pe-
destrian safety. 

All this does not sit well 
with Steve Kaufman presi-
dent of the Throggs Neck 
Merchants Association, and 
the organization’s board 
member John Cerini. 

“I feel we need to stop it 
because I think it will cause 
major traffi c congestion,” 
said Kaufman. “I don’t have 
confi dence it will stop (near) 
Bruckner Boulevard.”

Kaufman said he feels 
that the plan could eventu-
ally be expanded to the end 
of East Tremont Avenue. 

Cerini believes that if im-
plemented, the proposal will 
further back up Throggs 
Neck traffi c, adding that it 
is already backed up past 
the  Bruckner Boulevard 
overpass into Throggs Neck 
going towards Westchester 

Square. 
He also feels that shop-

pers from the Square and 
Pelham Bay could decide 
not to visit Throggs Neck 
because of slow moving traf-
fi c, impacting businesses as 
varied as restaurants and 
discount stores. 

“I think they are pulling 
the wool over people’s eyes,” 
said Cerini, adding “The 
main thing is to keep busi-
ness thriving here, and this 
is going to hinder, not help, 
business.”

Cerini said he is plan-
ning on gathering together 
like-minded merchants to 
attend CB10’s full board 
meeting on Thursday, May 
21, where as of press time, 
the issue was to be voted on 
by the full board. 

Andrew Chirico, a board 
member of the Waterbury 
LaSalle Community Asso-
ciation, said that he believes 

a camera to catch speeding 
cars and fl ashing lights to 
urge motorists to slow down 
might be an alternative to 
the plan. 

Even though the DOT 
proposal expands each 
parking lane from nine to 13 
feet, Chirico said that dou-
ble-parked cars and trucks 
making deliveries will be a 
problem with only one lane 
of traffi c moving in each di-
rection. 

In addition, it creates 
safety concerns when emer-
gency vehicles need to get 
through, he said. With only 
one lane, cars may not be 
able to move out of the way, 
Chirico added. 

A spokesman for DOT 
said that the agency looks 
forward to working with 
CB 10 on any decision they 
make regarding safety im-
provements along the av-
enue. 

main to provide identifi ca-
tion services allowing loved 
ones to see photos of the de-
cedent and to speak with a 
medical examiner over the 
phone.

OCME plans to relo-
cate Staten Island and the 
Bronx’s offi ces to a more 
easily accessible location in 
these boroughs, however no 
locations were specifi ed.

The spokesperson 
added, identifi cations are 
never made by viewing the 
body in person, but for any 
family asking to view their 
loved one after the identifi -
cation is made, OCME will 
make arrangements at no 
cost to the family. 

Most families speak to 
medical examiners over 
the phone about their loved 
ones, but for any that wish 
to speak to one in person, 
OCME will make arrange-
ments at the most conve-
nient location for the fam-
ily, free of charge.

“OCME is committed to 
maintaining the same level 
of service and access for the 
residents of the Bronx and 
Staten Island. All identifi -
cations will continue to be 
made in the home borough 
using photographs or more 

advanced scientifi c meth-
ods when necessary,” Julie 
Bolcer, NYC OCEM’s public 
affairs director stated. “For 
the approximately one per-
cent of families that wish 
to view their loved one in 
person once the identifi ca-
tion is made, OCME will ar-
range and pay for transpor-
tation costs.” 

On Wednesday, May 
13, Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz, Jr.; Staten Island 
Borough President James 
Oddo; council members 
James Vacca, Steven Mat-
teo, Deborah Rose, Andy 
King; and Council Minor-
ity Leader Vincent Ignizio 
wrote a letter to Commit-
tee on Health chairman 
Corey Johnson expressing 
opposition to these consoli-
dation proposals and asked 
the Committee on Health 
in opening oversight hear-
ings allowing for them to be 
thoroughly investigated.

“While I understand that 
the chief medical examiner 
is trying to cut spending, 
OCME must acknowledge 
the fact that these closings 
will have a considerable 
effect on families during 
their most vulnerable and 
stressful time in their life, 
and on the small businesses 

that serve those families 
that lose one of their own. 
It is also unclear how the 
closure will affect law en-
forcement’s role,” Diaz ex-
plained. “My offi ce and 
other offi cials are working 
on ensuring that the proper 
process is followed and the 
voices of the community as 
a whole are heard.”

“Our business will lose 
a person for at least four 
hours having to travel be-
tween boroughs with this 
decision now in place,” 
James McQuade, Schuyler 
Hill Funeral Home director. 
“This is already a lengthy 
process to begin with and 
it only seems this decision 
will further complicate it.” 

According to OCME, 
due to space limitations 
at the Bronx mortuary, 
OCME already transports 
a large portion of Bronx de-
cedents to Queens and this 
anticipated consolidation 
of mortuary operations to 
three locations will make 
the pick-up process more ef-
fi cient for funeral homes.

In addition, it claims the 
level of service will remain 
the same and will not have 
any adverse effects for fami-
lies or the criminal justice 
system served by OCME. 

Traffi c calming plan controversy in 
Waterbury/Lasalle community

This stretch of East Tremont Avenue, as seen here from Meyers Street, has curves and bends in the 
road.  Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio

from Page 1

Bx. mortuary service outsourced

The Bronx’s Offi ce of Chief Medical Examiner will be transferring its mortuary services and workers to 
Queens and Manhattan starting June 1. 
 Photo courtesy of New York City Offi ce of Chief Medical Examiner

from Page 1
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The recent surge of food cart vendors 

populating local neighborhoods such as 
Throggs Neck has not gone unnoticed. 

Local elected offi cials and merchants 
are seeking a resolution to this growing 
concern.

According to Kenneth Kearns, Commu-
nity Board 10 district manager, these food 
carts are licensed, however concerns have 
been raised about them blocking sidewalks 
and driveways, their food preparation, and 
the unfair competition they are creating 
for established neighborhood businesses 
and restaurants.

A prime example Kearns gave was a 
food cart in front of a CVS Pharmacy lo-
cated at 3775 E. Tremont Avenue presently 
occupying space adjacent to a driveway.

He explained police looked into this 
particular food cart, but they could not 
charge the vendor with any wrongdoing as 
his mobile unit was up to code.

Kearns added CB 10 is currently col-
laborating with NYC Department of Con-
sumer Affairs to better address this issue.

“The recent appearance of food vendors 
is very annoying in areas such as Throggs 
Neck, Pelham Bay, and Co-op City whose 
residents never had these carts in their 
neighborhoods before,” Assemblyman Mi-
chael Benedetto explained. 

“You see this same issue in Manhattan 
with sidewalk food vendors and we’re look-
ing closely at modifying the current NYC 

regulations or even introducing legisla-
tion to prevent these issues from happen-
ing again. Until the city institutes more 
regulations, we ask people not to frequent 
these vendors,” he added.

Currently, the NYC Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene issues a mo-
bile food vending operator’s license and a 
mobile food unit permit. Both are required 
for someone to legally operate a mobile 
food vending business.

In addition, the maximum size limit 
for all mobile food vending units exclud-
ing food truck is fi ve feet wide and ten feet 
high and the longer side of the cart must 
be stationed adjacent and parallel to the 
curb.

Food vendors cannot be stationed in the 
middle of the sidewalk as they would hin-
der pedestrian traffi c and must be more 
than 20 feet from any residential and/or 
commercial establishment’s doorway.

The law was amended to permit food 
vendors to set up shop in front of compet-
ing stores under the guise of free enter-
prise.

This has since formed tension between 
food cart vendors and store owners who 
pay rent and other expenses to maintain 
their businesses whereas vendors do not.

“People are very upset about this,” Ste-
phen Kaufman, Throggs Neck Merchants 
Association president revealed. “Our mer-
chants pay rent, get harassed by traffi c 
enforcement agents, and deal with other 

expenses and these vendors come into our 
neighborhoods selling unhealthy food, 
take up space as well as business from our 
hardworking merchants. We have police 
and local elected offi cials looking into this 
concern, but we must continue applying 
pressure on these vendors to resolve this 
issue.”

Kaufman said this issue will be ad-
dressed before TNMA’s board of directors 
at Wednesday, May 20’s evening meeting.

“We don’t believe it’s fair for our mer-
chants to have to compete with these food 

vendors who do nothing, but take away 
revenue from our neighborhood’s already 
established businesses and something 
must be done to stop this from continuing,” 
Irene Guanill, Pelham Bay Merchants As-
sociation president said.

Guanill revealed PBMA drafted a peti-
tion asking to establish a non-vendor zone 
for Westchester, Buhre, and Crosby av-
enues as well as Middletown Road to help 
address this concern and added they hope 
to make both Throggs Neck and Pelham 
Bay into such zones.

Food carts invade Throggs Neck

A food vending cart located in front of CVS Pharmacy’s parking lot in Throggs Neck.  Community News 
Group / Robert Wirsing
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Proposed state legislation seeks to de-

clare open season on predatory employment 
agencies preying upon unsuspecting appli-
cants and immigrants.

On Thursday, May 7, Senator Jeff Klein 
and Assemblyman Francisco Moya, united 
with the Justice for Job Seekers Campaign, 
Senator Diane Savino, Councilman Ritchie 
Torres, immigrants rights activists and 
community groups, released a report detail-
ing an undercover investigation into shady 
and fraudulent practices occurring at New 
York City employment agencies.

This report revealed the frequency of 
properly registered agencies often violating 
existing laws in addition to unregistered 
and illicit agencies conning workers out of 
money with promises of non-existent secure 
employment.

“Bogus employment agencies, fi lled with 
unscrupulous con men and women, are tar-
geting and exploiting immigrants search-
ing for work throughout the fi ve boroughs,” 
Senator Klein revealed. “No job seeker 
should be charged outrageous fees, be given 
false hiring leads or empty promises of em-
ployment. New York State law governing 
the practices of employment agencies needs 

to be updated and written to protect anyone 
eager to work and earn an honest living.”

It specifi ed 36% of employment agencies 
visited displayed their licenses as required 
by law, 49% posted NYC’s employment 
agency laws, 72% failed to offer job seekers 
contracts, 46% guaranteed applicants place-
ment despite its illegality, and 38% required 
advance fees from applicants only to refuse 
refunding them.

According to recent data collected by 
NYC Department of Consumer Affairs, 
employment agency complaints have risen 
from 328 in 2013 to 940 last year.

Bronx communities with the most com-
plaints are West Bronx, University Heights, 
Port Morris, Morris Heights, Melrose, and 
Castle Hill with 23 to 41 per zip code. 

Inexperienced applicants, primarily im-
migrants, are duped by unregistered, preda-
tory employment agencies with employment 
promises and charged service fees, an aver-
age of $129, for fi nding a job only to never 
receive any employment leads or opportuni-
ties.

Maria Fretell of the Bronx learned this 
after emigrating from Peru to provide for 
her three children.

“I went to a Queens employment agency 

which charged me a $70 advance fee and 
promised me a job, a job I never got,” she 
said. “They took advantage of my vulner-
able situation, the fact I had just arrived and 
didn’t know how things worked here. Unfor-
tunately, I don’t think this agency even ex-
ists anymore.” 

Klein and Moya introduced bills in both 
legislative houses modifying employment 
agencies’ licensing procedures, impede 
worker defraudation, improve current reg-
ulations’ enforcement, and allow victims to 
seek legal recourse. 

“New York prides itself on being the 
state of immigrants, but for too many, the 
land of opportunity is riddled with scams 
and stumbling blocks,” Assemblyman Moya 
said. “As this scathing report makes clear, 

when predatory employment agencies see 
low-wage workers and new immigrants, 
they think they have the green light to ex-
ploit and scam. Unfortunately, our current 
laws have done little to regulate the wild 
west employment agency landscape. The 
Justice for Job Seekers bill would put the 
brakes on predatory employment agencies 
and help job seekers who just want to earn 
an honest living.”

“These employment agencies turn 
the American Dream into the American 
Scheme. It’s absolutely unconscionable to 
fl eece the unemployed, many whom are im-
migrants looking for decent work. New York 
must pass the Justice for Job Seekers bill to 
protect workers from employment scams,” 
Senator Savino stated.

Shady employment 
agency practices revealed

(l-r) Councilman Richie Torres, Senator Diane Savino, Senator Jeff Klein, and Assemblyman Moya with 
Justice for Job Seekers. Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The leader of the Throggs 

Neck Community Action Part-
nership and her organization 
was honored for curbing smok-
ing in the community. 

NYC Smoke-Free, an orga-
nization that increases aware-
ness of tobacco control issues, 
honored TNCAP chairwoman 
Frances Maturo at her partner-
ship’s monthly meeting with its 
members on Wednesday, May 6.  
TNCAP is part of the Catholic 
Archdiocese of New York Drug 
Abuse Prevention Program. 

Maturo accepted the award 
on behalf of their organiza-
tion for their work with youth 
in fighting tobacco awareness 
through educational projects 
in collaboration with local 
schools over the past several 
years. 

Guillermo Flores, NYC 
Smoke-Free community en-
gagement director, presented 
the award on ‘World No To-
bacco Day’, and he pointed to 
numbers from the New York 
City Department of Health that 
he said showed a 45% decline in 
the proportion of adults smok-

ing in Throggs Neck and its vi-
cinity from 2003-2013. 

“Tobacco is a global killer, 
but local efforts here in the 
Pelham-Throggs Neck area are 
bringing a substantial decline 
in smoking rates,” said Flores, 
adding that TNCAP has done a 
great job of engaging the com-
munity on issues related to to-
bacco control. 

The award was giving for 
Maturo’s leadership in making 
sure TNCAP played a role in 
reducing those rates. Maturo 
said she struggled with quit-
ting smoking when she was 
younger, and that she was hon-
ored to accept the award on be-
half of the work that her orga-
nization does. 

“TNCAP is committed to 
continuing its efforts to raise 
awareness of the dangers of to-
bacco in the community, and 
to influence the behavior of 
underage youth around this is-
sue,” she said, adding that she 
was accepting the award not 
only on behalf of her staff, but 
of a coalition of schools, non-
profits, businesses, and govern-
ment agencies that comprise 

her organization and advise it 
on preventing teen drinking 
and substance abuse. 

TNCAP worked on a project 
with local schools awhile back 
where students created media – 
including photographs and vid-
eos – about what they believe 
tobacco is doing to their com-
munities. 

Students, like anti-tobacco 
leader Dante Natoli, who was 
present at the awards presen-
tation, have learned about the 
effects that tobacco has on 
communities through TNCAP 
projects. 

Natoli created a project when 
he was at St. Theresa School 
with a classmate to explore why 
community’s delis, pharmacies 
and stores sell tobacco. He also 
shared his experiences during 
the awards presentation. 

Key to stopping smoking, or 
substance abuse or teen drink-
ing – all TNCAP missions -- is 
partnerships with community 
organizations, said Maturo, 
upon accepting her award. 

“I think that we are more 
powerful when there is col-
laboration between all groups 

in the community,” she said, 
adding that TNCAP is expand-
ing its work to community else-
where in the borough. 

She stressed that she likes 
to think like a Bronxite, and be 
concerned about the whole bor-
ough. 

A representative of Assem-
blyman Michael Benedetto, 
Leon Tulton, presented Maturo 
an award from the assembly-
man for her leadership in 
stopping substance abuse and 
raising awareness among com-
munity teens.

TNCAP leader receives awareness award

(l-r) Natoli, award winner Maturo, and Flores at the award presentation at TNCAP’s 
meeting on Wednesday, May 6. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co



BY ROBERT WIRSING
Sometimes the most powerful stories 

to be told are bottled up inside ourselves. 
This past March, many Bronx veter-

ans enlisted into a new reading and dis-
cussion series titled ‘Standing Down: 
From Warrior to Civilian’ at their local 
libraries which aims to aid former ser-
vice members’ transition back into civil-
ian life.

The free program is named for a pub-
lished anthology containing such famous 
literary works as Homer’s ‘Iliad’ in addi-
tion to personal accounts from Afghani-
stan and Iraq War veterans.

Sponsored by the New York Council 
for the Humanities, ‘Standing Down’ was 
created for Talking Service which serves 
the Great Books Foundation’s mission to 
foster reading and discussion programs 
for veterans, their families and friends in 
addition to their caretakers and service 
providers.

Jeremy Warneke, a United States 
Army National Guard veteran, serves as 
the Morris Park edition’s discussion facil-
itator and explained “Standing Down’ is 
ultimately about giving back to those who 
have given so much.

Both writing and reading has been 
huge passions for Warneke, a Sarah Law-
rence College graduate, who has been at-
tending writing workshops since 2009 
and whose writings have been published.

He cited one such program, New York 
University Veterans Writers Workshop 
held at the Kennedy Center for the Per-
forming Arts in 2009 in which veterans 
read non-fi ction works including poems 
and memoir excerpts to veterans and ci-
vilians as being one which helped inspire 
this idea of paying it forward.

Warneke explained literature aided 
his friend, Phil Klay, a former Iraq War 
Marine public affairs offi cer, who at-
tended this same 2009 reading and was 
declared a 2014 National Book Award 
Winner for his published work, ‘Redeploy-
ment’ which chronicles an Iraq veteran’s 
experience following homecoming. 

“We’re living in a time when veter-
ans are generally more accepted by soci-
ety than they were in previous decades,” 
Warneke said. 

Warneke revealed the Morris Park 
Branch’s ‘Standing Down’ has seen a 
great turn out composed of veterans from 
all eras and their families as well as civil-
ians.

“I thought this program was very help-
ful because veterans don’t tend to speak 
openly about their experiences and some-
times get lost inside themselves, but this 
program has helped everyone become 
more open to sharing those experiences,” 
Earl Menard, Vietnam Navy veteran ex-
plained. “I hope they continue this pro-
gram and eventually bridge it together 
with the VA because veterans need things 
like ‘Standing Down’ to help them in their 

lives.”
“I fi nd this program to be very inter-

esting and listening to these veterans’ 
personal stories as well as their unique 
perspectives on what we are reading 
helped me as a civilian better understand 
exactly what they went through and I be-
lieve this program has helped them fi nd 
some peace and comfort in sharing those 
experiences with others,” Andrea Siegel, 
a veteran supporter expressed.

“I think the discussion group is great 
as it’s always interesting talking about 
war with other veterans because you have 
empathy with each other despite the gen-
erational differences,” Doug Condit, Jr., a 
Vietnam combat veteran explained.

The reading and discussion series will 
hold its fi nale on Monday, June 1 from 5:30 
until 7 p.m. inside Morris Park Library.  

“It’s brought a lot of veterans to this 
library and it’s absolutely rewarding see-
ing them coming together and make new 
lasting friendships. They love this pro-
gram so much, they don’t want to leave 
after it’s over,” Grace Tellez-Cardona, 
Morris Park Library senior librarian re-
vealed. “We want these veterans to know 
we are always here for them.”
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at
Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf Courses

870 Shore Road, Bronx, New York

$175 per golfer / $650 per foursome
Includes Golf Tournament, Networking Lunch & Dinner

Rain or Shine

Dinner Only Options for Non-Golfers 
Sponsorship Opportunities Available

For more information or to register, please contact  
John Quinones at john.quinones@verizon.net or  

Geri Sciortino at geri@bronxdesign.com.

BRONX YMCA GOLF OUTINGBRONX YMCA GOLF OUTING
WEDNESDAY JUNE 24, 2015WEDNESDAY JUNE 24, 2015

101 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | TELEPHONE: 347-680-3865 | EMAIL: SCAVELLOP@AOL.COM

6th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Tuesday, June 30, 2015 - 6pm to 10pm

Per Person

R.S.V.P. by June 12, 2015
(718) 260-4595

              Of This Year’s Honorees

Loretta Zaino

Rev. Que English

Nilka Martell

Nancy Biberman

Naomi Pouchie

Wilma Tamayo

Hon. Llinet Rosado

Rhina Valentin

Judy Hutson

Susan O’Hanlon Mendogni

Bharati S. Kemraj

25
2013

INFLUENTIAL
BRONX

‘Standing Down: From Warrior to Civilian’, a new 
reading and discussion series helping veterans 
transition back to civilian life, will hold its fi nal 
session Monday, June 1. 
 Photo courtesy of Great Books Foundation

From warrior to civilian, 
discussion series’ fi nale set



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 45th Precinct Community 

Council honored local leaders and 
police offi cers at its annual break-
fast gala and awards ceremony. 

Community leaders from six dif-
ferent geographic areas in the pre-
cinct and fi ve police offi cers were 
honored at the breakfast that hun-
dreds attended in Throggs Neck on 
Friday, May 15. 

“I think the breakfast is mar-
velous thing,” said Bob Bieder, 45th 
Precinct Community Council presi-
dent. 

“To have everyone sit in the 
same room, share in this experience 
and to understand what they police 
do for us I think adds a sense of ca-
maraderie and community.” 

The precinct council president 
said that the breakfast brings to-
gether the various neighborhoods 
spanning the precinct – from City 
Island to Zerega, and Throggs Neck 
to Co-op City – together as one com-
munity. 

“To honor the civilians and 
the offi cers bonds us together,” he 
added. 

The civilian awards this year 

went to Rev. Deborah Jenkins, a 
pastor who works with youth; Paul 
Nani, traffi c coordinator of the City 
Island Civic Association; Lisa Sorin, 
executive director of the Westchester 
Square Business Improvement Dis-
trict; John Provetto, a graffi ti clean-
up maven and police supporting 
activist; Mary Jane Musano, an anti-
crime activist and a board member 
of the Waterbury LaSalle Commu-
nity Association; James McQuade, 
local businessman.

All work with police and com-
munity, exemplifying a theme of the 
precinct council, ‘bridging police 
and community.’ 

Award winning cops were lieu-
tenants Kim Garcia and Paul Tra-
pani, and policeoOffi cers John Ki-
ernan, Frank Malafronte, Douglas 
Yagual.  

Garcia was a conditions offi cer 
in the 45th before earning a promo-
tion. She is currently assigned to the 
19th Precinct. 

Trapani works traffi c detail on 
City Island, and is a conditions of-
fi cer, Chief McGeown’s ‘right hand’ 
cop. 

Kiernan works with the youth 

explorers and auxiliary police. 
Malafronte helps with graffi ti 

cleanup in the precinct. 
Yagual apprehended stolen vehi-

cles in the past year. 
The event included speeches 

from the Bronx’s commanding offi -
cer, Assistant Chief Larry Nikunen; 
Senator Jeff Klein; Senator Ruth 
Hassell-Thompson and District At-
torney Robert Johnson. 

DA Johnson lauded the work of 
the police and he seemed to urge per-
spective in recent criticisms of polic-
ing throughout the nation, ascribing 
the issues to “the actions of the few.” 

Senator Klein said that he is 
sometimes amazed when he hears of 
protests about police, because in the 
communities he represents, there 
always seems to be a call for more 
police. 

Senator Hassell-Thompson said 
that when police treat communities 
with respect, they reciprocate. 

She urged that the police bring 
back the Police Athletic League (to 
the communities she represents), 
and she acknowledged what are “tu-
multuous times” while speaking of 
police and community relations. 
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(Back, l-r) deputy inspector James McGeown; assistant chief Lawrence Nikunen; 
Bob Bieder 45th Precinct Community Council president; (front) award winners 
Paul Nani, Reverend Deborah Jenkins, James McQuade, Mary Jane Musano, John 
Provetto and Lisa Sorin. 

(l-r) Annie Boller, 45th Precinct Community Council treasurer; John Doyle, 45th 
Pct. CC sergeant at arms; Yvonne Smith-Burns, 45th Pct. CC recording secretary; 
Joe Boiko, 45th Pct. CC vice-president; Sonia Feliciano, 45th Pct. CC secretary;  
police offi cer Douglas Yagual; police offi cer John Kiernan; police offi cer Frank 
Malafronte; lieutenant Kim Garcia; deputy inspector James McGeown, lieutenant 
Paul Trapani; Bronx commanding offi cer and assistant chief Lawrence Nikunen 
and Bob Bieder, 45th Pct. CC president. Community News Group / Photos by Patrick 
Rocchio

45th Precinct Community Council
Breakfast and awards

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Various state organizations have 

collaborated on a supportive hous-
ing residence project.

On Monday, May 18, New York 
State Homes and Community Re-
newal, Volunteers of America-
Greater New York and the Housing 
Collaborative LLC held a ribbon-
cutting ceremony to announce the 
completion of Creston Avenue Resi-
dence at 2388 Creston Avenue.

 The project is the fi rst support-
ive housing residence to be funded 
with the state’s Medicaid Redesign 
Team savings.

The residence, which was de-
veloped by Volunteers of America-
Greater New York and the Housing 
Collaborative, provides 66 afford-
able homes for low-income tenants 
and residents with special needs, 
including veterans, who will benefi t 
from on-site support services.

“Creating affordable, support-
ive housing like the Creston Av-
enue Residence allows Volunteers 
of America to fulfi ll its goal to help 
individuals and families in need,” 
said Tere Pettitt, president and CEO 
of Volunteers of America-Greater 
New York. “We will successfully 

help them by creative positive and 
lasting change which will come 
from offering them the support they 
need and from empowering them 
to live safe, healthy and productive 
lives.”

The state-of-the-art, high-tech 

building offers 24-hour security, 
rooftop, a recreation area for so-
cial interaction, community space 
for special events and a bilingual 
TransitScreen with real-time lo-
cal transportation status updates. 
Green elements include green roofs, 

a rainwater harvesting system, 
high effi ciency boilers, Energy Star 
windows, water saving features and 
more. The development is expected 
to receive a platinum certifi cation 
from LEEDS for Homes.

“I am so grateful for the Creston 

Avenue Residence,” said resident 
Arnold Smalls. “When I regained 
custody of my 4-year old daughter, 
we moved into this beautiful apart-
ment. The staff are so nice and 
they are always asking how we are 
doing. They support us and I will 
make sure that we never go back to 
a homeless shelter again.”

The project follows Governor 
Cuomo’s challenge to the MRT, as-
signing them the mission to identify 
more positive therapeutic results 
for Medicaid clients while simulta-
neously delivering taxpayer saving 
on Medicaid expenditures in 2011. 

As a result, the MRT identifi ed 
billions of dollars in savings for tax-
payers over the past four years, $300 
million of which will be spent on 
supportive housing investments.

“The Housing Collaborative is 
extremely proud to open this resi-
dential development,” said Robert 
Sanborn, principal of the Housing 
Collaborative LLC. “Not only does 
this innovative development pro-
vide safe, affordable homes for fami-
lies in an exceptionally designed 
and green building, but it will also 
result in critical savings for NYS 
taxpayers.”

Housing project completed on Creston 

Darryl C. Towns, commissioner and CEO of New York State Homes and Community Renewal, Sanborn, Pettitt and other 
members of involved organizations pose at the ribbon-cutting ceremony. Photo courtesy of Matt Scheer





A major drug bust in the 
Bronx was announced Tuesday, 
with a street value of $50 mil-
lion.

James Hunt, special agent in 
charge of the U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Administration’s NY Divi-
sion; Bridget Brennan, NYC’s 
Special Narcotics Prosecutor; 
Raymond Parmer, Jr., special 
agent in charge of the U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforce-
ment’s Homeland Security Inves-
tigations; Police Commissioner 
William Bratton and NYS Police 
Superintendent Joseph D’Amico, 
announced the arrest of four 
members of a narcotics traffi ck-
ing network and the seizure of 
154 pounds of heroin, plus $2 mil-
lion in cash and a fi rearm. 

The massive load of narcotics 
and cash was recovered from a 
vehicle and an apartment in the 
Fieldston part of Riverdale, near 
Horace Mann School and next to 
Van Cortlandt Park. 

This is the the fourth largest 
heroin seizure in the U.S. It was 
the result of a yearlong investiga-
tion by the Offi ce of the Special 
Narcotics Prosecutor and the 
DEA’s New York Drug Enforce-
ment Task Force, which is com-
prised of DEA Special Agents, 
NYPD detectives and state po-
lice investigators, and the Home-
land Security-led El Dorado Task 
Force. The Yonkers Police De-
partment and the Port Authority 
of New York and New Jersey also 
assisted.

On Sunday, May 17, agents ar-
rested the head of the multi-mil-
lion dollar heroin organization, 
Jose Mercedes and a second de-
fendant, Yenci Cruz Francisco. 

Both Mercedes and Cruz 
Francisco are charged with op-
erating as a major traffi cker and 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance in the fi rst de-
gree. Two additional defendants 
were arrested in November.

A court authorized wiretap 
investigation revealed that Mer-
cedes and his drug traffi cking 
group received sizable shipments 
of heroin at least once a month 
from suppliers in Culican, Mex-
ico, an area controlled by the Si-
naloa Cartel.

The organization is believed 
to have served as a main source 
of heroin for customers through-
out the Bronx, the fi ve boroughs, 
as well as Connecticut, Mas-
sachusetts, Pennsylvania and 
Rhode Island.

In the days leading up to the 
seizure and arrests, intercepted 
phone conversations suggested 
the organization was expecting 
delivery of a large load of heroin 
over the weekend. 

Agents set up surveillance out-
side 210 W. 251st Street in Field-

ston, where the organization was 
suspected of maintaining a stash 
location in apartment 5E.

Late Saturday, May 16 agents 
tracked a Chevrolet Suburban 
and a Honda Accord driven by 
Mercedes, Cruz Francisco and 
a third individual as they trav-
elled from West 251st Street to an 
industrial parking lot off of I- 287 
in Montville, N.J. 

The vehicles entered a section 
of the industrial lot where trac-
tor-trailers were parked. After 
more than an hour, the two vehi-
cles headed back to Riverdale.

Upon reaching 210 W. 251st 
Street, the Suburban was parked 
in a gated parking lot behind the 
building. 

The Yonkers Police Depart-
ment dispatched a K-9 Unit and 
obtained a positive hit for narcot-
ics on the Chevrolet Suburban. 
Agents maintained surveillance 
at the location.

On Sunday, May 17, agents 
observed Mercedes arrive and 
stopped him for questioning. 

Several large bags containing 
a tan powdery substance were re-
covered from the front seat of the 
car and from a hidden compart-
ment in the center console. At 
least one of the bags tested posi-
tive for heroin.

Subsequently, agents stopped 
Francisco Cruz and obtained a 
court-authorized search warrant 
for the vehicle he was entering. 

A hidden compartment under 
the fl oor of the vehicle contained 
70 rectangular-shaped kilogram 
packages of heroin labeled with 
the identifying name of ‘Rolex.’ 
Also inside the vehicle was 
$24,000 cash.

Agents conducted a series 
of court-authorized searches at 
apartments associated with the 
group. 

Inside 210 W. 251st Street 
apartment 5E, agents recovered 
$2 million from underneath the 
fl oorboards. 

A search of another location 
yielded a .380 fi rearm. 

Mercedes and Cruz Francisco 
were arraigned in Manhattan 
Criminal Court and held without 
bail, with their next court date 
set for Friday, May 22.
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golf lovers and enthusiasts have 
an opportunity to experience play-
ing on a unique golf course that 
overlooks the Manhattan skyline 

and two majestic bridges.
Golfers can reserve tee times 

by emailing info@trumpgolfl inks.
com, calling (718) 414-1555 or visit-
ing www.trumpferrypoint.com

(Right) The grand opening for the golf course will take place on Tuesday, May 26 
at 11 a.m. Photo courtesy of Trump Golf Links at Ferry Point Park

Trump Golf Links grand 
opening set for May 26

from Page 1

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

Jose Mercedes was arraigned in Man-
hattan Criminal Court and held without 
bail. 

Cruz Francisco was arraigned in Man-
hattan Criminal Court and held with-
out bail on the evening of Tuesday, 
May 19. 
 Photos courtesy of the Drug Enforcement 
Agency

$50M Riverdale heroin bust 

The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD - YOUR NEWS
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WHEEL REMANUFACTURING

MILLING CNC MACHINING

POWDER COATING PAINT CURING

MINOR COSMETIC DAMAGE

MINOR BENDS

24 HOUR TURNAROUND  FREE PICK UP & DELIVERY
UPSELL WHEEL REPAIR ON WHEELS THAT ARE DAMAGED

 STATE-OF-THE-ART
   LOCAL FACILITY

 OEM APPROVED PRODUCTS

 SAFE REPAIRS

 CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS

 OEM WHEEL REPLACEMENT

ALSO AVAILABLE
ON-SITE WHEEL REPAIR
IN MOBILE WORKSHOP

CALL TODAY
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