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TOP BRONX NEWS STORIES

2 ARRESTED IN 
2013 EXECUTION

Continued on Page 67

Westchester Sq. welcomes security cameras

Continued on Page 67

St. Raymond Petting Zoo Fun BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Criminals, beware.
The Westchester Square 

Business Improvement Dis-
trict has stepped up secu-
rity throughout the shopping 
area.

Security cameras were re-
cently installed at four loca-
tions in the BID area as part of 
a long-planned effort to deter 
crime in the neighborhood.

The surveillance system 
was possible thanks to a grant 
from Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto, although the BID 
installed the cameras with 
more than $55,000 of its own 

funds, which will be refunded 
by the state.

The four cameras and the 
technology system from Si-
Soft Communications is just 
the fi rst phase of the plan, said 
Westchester Square BID di-
rector Lisa Sorin, which will 
ultimately bring 14 cameras to 
the district.

The cameras have been 
in the works for years, said 
Sorin. The grant was origi-
nally awarded to the Bronx 
Business Alliance in part-
nership with the Westchester 
Square Merchants Associa-
tion in 2009, but was stalled 

when the BBA went bankrupt, 
and was later reissued to the 
Westchester Square BID.

“We’re really excited about 
it,” said Sorin. “It’s been a long 
time coming.”

The cameras are hi-defi ni-
tion, with capabilities of rotat-
ing 360 degrees and zooming 
in on images from hundreds of 
feet away. The camera’s feeds 
will be streamed to the BID’s 
offi ce and will also be acces-
sible by the 45th Precinct, said 
Sorin.

The fi rst four cameras 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Two men have been ar-

rested and charged in connec-
tion to a brazen 2013 mob hit 
that rocked a quiet, tight-knit 
Country Club street.

On Tuesday, May 5, police 
arrested Terrence Caldwell, 
57, of 129 W. 147th Street for 
the execution-style shooting 
of Michael Meldish, 62, an in-
famous Bronx hit man alleg-
edly responsible for more than 
a dozen contract killings.

Caldwell was arrested 
on murder, manslaughter, 
and criminal possession of a 
weapon charges and has over 
20 prior arrests dating back to 
1973.

According to a NYPD 
spokesperson, Christopher 
Londonio, 41, of 753 Revere Av-
enue was also arrested in con-
nection with the hit on Mon-
day, May 11 and is charged 
with murder and manslaugh-
ter.

The NYPD added Londonio 
and Caldwell have had a long 

standing relationship. 
On Friday, November 15, 

2013 at 10:30 p.m., police dis-
covered Meldish shot execu-
tion style inside his Lincoln 
LS sedan parked in an Ells-
worth Avenue crosswalk. 

Meldish, who had 18 prior 
arrests dating back to 1971, 
appeared to have pulled up to 
the crosswalk and was exiting 
his vehicle when the hit oc-
curred.

It was believed the assassin 
had either ambushed Meldish 
at this location or perhaps was 
his passenger. 

Further investigation de-
termined Meldish was shot in 
the right side of his head from 
a short distance due to the lack 
of gun powder residue. 

It was previously reported 
that neither a bullet nor shell 
casing were recovered at the 
scene.

“I’m thrilled to hear law en-
forcement is helping to fi nally 
close this case and it just goes 
to show that they won’t stop 

until they catch those respon-
sible for committing such hei-
nous crimes,” Bob Beider, 45th 
Precinct Community Council 
president expressed.

Both Meldish and his 
younger brother, Joseph were 
leaders of the notorious ‘Pur-
ple Gang’ which conducted 
their heroin drug trade in the 
Bronx and Harlem during the 
1970s and 1980s in addition to 
performing contract killings 
for the Bonanno, Lucchese, 
and Genovese crime families.

The gang’s namesake was 
an alleged homage to a Prohi-
bition-era Detroit gang with 
the same name and this more 
recent incarnation became 
well-known for often dismem-
bering their rivals.

It was believed the Purple 
Gang had alleged ties to Latin 
American terrorists who they 
traded fi rearms to in exchange 
for narcotics.   

By the late 1980s, the gang 
faded into obscurity when its 

Chelsea Cassals brushes a goat at St. Raymond Elementary 
School’s petting zoo on Friday, May 8. See more photos from the 
event on page 44. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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DO YOU WANT FREE CARDS?
Bring me your good report card from school

-or-

Come in wearing your Little League Uniform
-or-

Tell me how you help your parents at home
-or-

Tell me who your favorite players are and why

OVER 20,000 BASEBALL CARDS AND COLLECTIBLES MEMORABILIA

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
It is never easy for a family 

to deal with the aftermath of 
a house fi re. As a result, a lo-
cal organization and a nearby 
church are holding a fund-
raiser to help the families.

Tasty Ladies of NY will 
host the fi re relief event for the 
three families that were dis-
placed after a fi re destroyed 
a three-story home at 3550 E. 
Tremont Avenue on Sunday, 
May 1.

According to residents, the 
house fi re began after one of 
the walls caught fi re from a 
lit candle, although this has 
not been confi rmed as no in-
vestigation has yet to be con-
ducted. 

The fi re eventually spread 
through the three apartments 
as well as Taqueria Lupita, a 
Mexican restaurant located 
on the fi rst fl oor.

The families, each with at 
least two children, are tempo-
rarily staying with relatives 
as they wait for repairs to take 
place. 

As a result, Bailey Provetto, 
founder and owner of the Tasty 
Ladies of NY, is holding a fi re 

Event set to aid fi re-dislodged families
relief event to help the fami-
lies get back on their feet.

“As one of the organizers of 
the fundraiser, I am trying my 
best to collect as much money 
as possible to support these 
families,” said Provetto, who 
is working with St. Benedict’s 
Church to raise funds. “I  really 
hope that many donations are 
made even if those who donated 
don’t personally know the fam-
ily or don’t have much to give - 
because every little bit helps.”

St. Benedict Church, lo-
cated at 2969 Otis Avenue, 
along with the Tasty Ladies of 
NY, held an initial fundraiser 
for one of the three families’ 
units that were damaged. 

Shortly after, however, 
Charity Cintron, mother 
of two sons, suggested that 
there should be a bigger 
fundraiser including all 
three families who were af-
fected. Cintron, who lived 
on the first floor, modestly 
claimed that her apartment 
was the least damaged, af-
fected only by water.

The situation in the homes 
of Loren DiVico and Rebecca 
Borrero was more severe, as 

a majority of the fi re was cen-
tered on the second and third 
fl oors.

“I tried to put the fi re out 
right away when I saw it, but 
by that time, it was too large 
and out of control,” said Di-
Vico, who burned her hand 
when she tried to pull her 
pocketbook out of the inferno 
unsuccessfully. 

“It doesn’t really matter 
(referring to the pocketbook) 
because material items mean 
nothing compared to loved 
ones - and in my case it was my 
children and my dog.”

DiVico, a single mom rais-
ing four kids, claims that she 
felt uncomfortable weeks be-
fore the incident when the 
building’s landlord received 
a summons from the Fire De-
partment for an empty fi re 
extinguisher and an inacces-
sible fi re escape after she in-
formed him of the defi ciencies 
multiple times. 

When he continued to ig-
nore the safety issues, she con-
fronted him - still to no avail.

A few weeks later, three 
families are piecing their 
lives back together the best 
way they can. This fundraiser 

should help make this ex-
tremely diffi cult process just a 
little easier.

The event will start at 2 
p.m. on Sunday, June 28 at 
the Locust Point Civic Cen-
ter, 3300 Tierney Place. Dona-
tions are $20 per person and 
children under 10 can attend 

for free. 
A buffet will be donated 

by local restaurants and mu-
sic entertainment will be pro-
vided by Elvis impersonator. 
All proceeds will be donated 
to the victims.

To donate to the effort, call 
Provetto at (917) 693-1133.

The FDNY responds to the house fi re at 3550 E. Tremont Avenue. 
 Photo courtesy of Bailey Provetto
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

Jeanne Jugan Home for the 
Aged, located at 2999 Schurz 
Avenue, is always in need of 
brand new or near-new items 
that can be sold in its gift shop 
and annual Christmas Sale. 

These items include jew-
elry, gift sets, electronic items, 
toys, specialty items, new 

tagged clothing, accessories, 
collectibles, etc.. 

If you have any questions 
regarding a donation, contact 
Joanne at the home at (347) 
329-1800. 

If at all possible, drop off 
donations during the week-
days. 

Donations for Jeanne-Jugan

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, or e-mail Bronx-
times@aol.com. Please include 
a phone number or a way to con-
tact you in case of questions. 

Notable Passing 

John Joseph Wynne was 
born in Manhattan, the young-
est of Owen and Anne’s four 
children. The Wynnes left the 
city for the Bronx’s country-
side and settled on Amethyst 
St. into a home where John and 
his sisters grew up.

John attended Our Lady of 
Solace Church and School. The 
Sisters at Our Lady of Solace 
profoundly affected John and 
he remained a devout Catholic 
his entire life. He often spoke 
of his time at grade school and 
consistently made donations to 
the sisters right up to the end 
of his life.  When he could no 
longer see, he asked his sons to 
write checks to take care of the 
sisters because the took care of 
him.

After high school, he joined 
the army along with his future 
brother-in-laws, Ben Nolan 
and Buddy Sparks; they all 
served their country bravely 
during World War II.

John saw action in the Eu-
ropean and North African 
campaigns leaving an impres-
sive  photo documentation of 
the battles, including the inva-
sion at Anzio Beach.

After victory, John , Ben and 
Buddy came back to the Bronx, 
married and started families.  
John took a job with the Post 
Offi ce, but soon left to join the 
U.S. Customs Service, a job he 
would keep his entire career. 
He loved the daily adventure 
of the Port of New York and 
could not wait to go there every 
day. He is one of the few to have 
had a career he truly loved. It 
served him and his family well 
and he retired as a supervisor. 
He was  a role model featured 
in the Customs recruitment 
brochures and other promo-
tional material.

John took his young family 
from the Bronx to Whitestone, 

Queens ,where he and his wife 
Eleanor raised their two sons, 
Richard and John.

When he retired after 42 
years of service with the fed-
eral government, they moved 
to Margate, Florida where he 
lived until he returned ‘home’ 
today. 

He is survived by Eleanor, 
his two sons, six grandchildren 
and two grandchildren.

Spring Show at P.S.71 

The Theater Arts Director 
at P.S/M.S. 71, Michael Nel-

son, wishes to inform the com-
munity that the school’s Drama 
Club is presenting a one night 
show, ‘The Secret Garden,’ on 
Sunday, May 24 at 6 p.m. 

Personally, as the director 
of the Theater Arts program 
for just under two years, I am 
proud of how it is developing.  
Last year, we launched the 
program with our fi rst pro-
duction of ‘The Adventures of 
Tom Sawyer’. Next year, the 
program has plans to produce 
a Fall and Spring production. 
The mission of the Drama Club 
is to present younger audiences 
with classical works of litera-
ture and Theatre, enabling the 
students to connect with and 
appreciate stories that may not 
often fi nd their way into the 
classroom.

John Joseph Wynne
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Pasta
choose any two

PENNE ALLA VODKA
BAKED ZITI

CAVATELLI AND BROCCOLI RABE
LINGUINE ALLE VONGOLE

RIGATONI BOLOGNESE

Entrees
choose any three

CHICKEN MARSALA
CHICKEN PARMIGIANA
CHICKEN FRANCESE

CHICKEN SCARPRIELLO
SAUSAGE AND PEPPERS
EGGPLANT PARMIGIANA
EGGPLANT ROLLATINI
PORK SCARPRIELLO
VEAL PARMIGIANA

Salad
choose one

CAESAR SALAD
TRADITIONAL GARDEN SALAD

ORGANIC MIXED GREEN SALAD

Choice Of 
Vegetables

choose one

BROCCOLI W/ GARLIC & OLIVE OIL
STRING BEANS & BABY POTATOES

ASSORTED MIXED VEGETABLES
ROASTED POTATOES

YELLOW RICE

Dessert
choose one

SHEET CAKE 
ASSORTED ITALIAN  

COOKIES & PASTRIES
COLOMBIAN COFFEE, DECAF, & TEA

Monday through Friday & Sunday Evening 
Saturday Evening add $10.00 per person 
Must Choose Either: Wine, Beer and Soda 

$10.00 per person or
Open Premium Bar $20.00 per person
Price does not include tax and service

Cold Display
WHEATBERRY SALAD

BRUSCHETTA
CHICK PEA SALAD
TORTELLINI PESTO

PASTA WITH SPINACH  
AND FETA CHEESE
PASTA PRIMAVERA

FRIED EGGPLANT STACKS
MOZZARELLA CAPRESE

OLIVE SALAD

SILVER BUFFET 
PACKAGE

$45  
 PER PERSON 

*MINIMUM 50 GUESTS

101 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | TELEPHONE: 347-680-3865 | EMAIL: SCAVELLOP@AOL.COM
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ALLEY CAT CAFE

3604C EAST TREMONT AVE
(718) 824-0168

TRADITIONAL BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE

FEATURING
Brisket

St. Louis Ribs 
Pulled Pork

Beef Short Ribs
Pork Belly  Salmon 

Burnt Ends
Whole or 

Half Chickens

FREE DELIVERY

APPETIZERS, SIDES, WRAPS
SANDWICHES and SALADS

WE’RE
SMOKIN’
7 DAYS A WEEK

15 Family Plans To Choose From View 
Our Complete Menu at

www.alleycatcafebronxbbq.com

HAPPY HOUR 3 to 7pm

Sunday - Thursday  11am - 10pm
Friday - Saturday  11am - 12am

Students from the Bronx Charter School of Excellence joined local elected offi cials, com-
munity leaders, and members of the Parks Department to cut the ribbon on the new Van 
Nest Park. Community News Group / Jaime Williams

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
All aboard!
Local leaders and elected offi cials 

celebrated the opening of a new train-
themed playground at the renovated 
Van Nest Park at the Parks Depart-
ment’s ribbon cutting ceremony on 
Friday, May 8.

The renovation includes new play 
equipment, a spray shower, swings, 
drinking fountain, benches, painted 
game lines and landscaping. 

The $1.35 million project was 
funded by Borough President Ruben 
Diaz, Jr., Councilman James Vacca 
and Councilman Ritchie Torres.

The park’s railroad-themed de-
sign pays homage to the history of the 
neighborhood, where a 19th century 
railroad serviced Van Nest and the 
nearby Morris Park Racecourse. 

The neighborhood’s namesake is 
the father of Abraham Ryneir van 
Nest, who was a director of the New 
York, New Haven and Hartford Rail-
road.

The Van Nest Neighborhood Al-
liance pushed for the new park for 
years as part of an effort to revitalize 
the area, which over the years has lost 
community institutions including a 
parochial school, said VNNA counsel 

Train theme for 
new Van Nest Park

Bob Nolan. 
In September, a much-welcomed 

public elementary school will open di-
rectly across from the park, serving 
kids in the area.

“We’ve been fi ghting very hard to 
rejuvenate the neighborhood,” said 
Nolan.

With the help of Community Board 
11, who prioritized the project on its 
list of capital budget requests, the 
neighborhood alliance brought the 
playground idea to elected offi cials 
and the parks department, who broke 
ground on the park last May. The proj-
ect was on-time and on-budget, parks 
offi cials announced at the ribbon cut-
ting.

The triangle-shaped park at the in-
tersection of White Plains and Union-
port roads was in desperate need of an 
upgrade, said CB 11 chairman Tony 
Vitaliano.

“What I saw here 2 1/2 years ago 
was a waste of land, it was terrible,” 
he said, noting that the new park is a 
huge improvement.

“I’m awed, it’s really beautiful.”
The project is part of the rebuild-

ing of not just the neighborhood, but 
of the borough, said Diaz, where the 
improvements of parks is essential.

“Shame on us if we don’t use our 
resources…to make sure we have the 
amenities the community wants and 
the community deserves,” he said.

At the ceremony, the elected of-
fi cials and Parks Commissioner Mi-
chael Silver addressed students from 
the nearby Bronx Charter School of 
Excellence, urging them to make good 
use of the park.

“It’s so important as we move for-
ward that we create these incredible 
spaces for present and future genera-
tions,” said Silver.

It’s so important as we 
move forward that we 
create these incredible 
spaces for present and 

future generations.
Michael Silver

NYC Parks Commissioner
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AMERICAN TURNERS NEW YORK 
748 Clarence Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 
For more information call (718) 829-4200

When it’s Warm and Sunny… 

POOLS OPEN MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND 
Children’s Swim Team – Adult Aqua Zumba 

Beach access for swimming, kayaking,… 
or lounging on the lawn 

Barbecues, Memorial Day, 4th of July, Labor Day Parties,
End of Season Talent Show

Enjoy Our Other Actvities
Gymnastics For Children, Adult Zumba & Yoga Classes,

Fully-Equipped Nautilus & Weight Room, Basketball, 

Volleyball, Three-Table Pool Room, Children & Adult  Art 

Classes, Lectures, Special Events, Hikes,

Holiday Parties/Dances, Family Get Togethers

CLUB OPEN YEAR ROUND 

New Members Receive 25% Discount On Dues
All Other Fees Will Apply

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Job seeking Throggs Neck 

Houses teens hope they will 
score ‘a hole in one’ with Trump 
Golf Links’ newly established 
caddy certifi cation program. 

The Bronx H.I.R.E. Pro-
gram has formed an initia-
tive to connect Throggs Neck 
Houses teens with caddy po-
sitions at Ferry Point Park’s 
Trump Golf Links.

Working with the program, 
Trump Golf Links has created 
a caddy certifi cation course 
and agreed to hire 15 teens 
from the complex who complete 
the course.

Trump Golf Links have ex-
pressed their interest in fi ll-
ing these caddy positions not 
just for this approaching sum-
mer, but investing in teens who 
will work and mature with the 
golf course for many more sum-
mers to come.

These teens will not only 
learn to caddy, but ultimately 
will become an integral mem-
ber of the Trump Golf Links 
team.   

Senator Jeff Klein offi cially 
announced this new program 
at Thursday, April 30’s Throggs 
Neck Houses Residents Council 

 ‘Call for Caddies’ for TN Houses’ teens

(l-r) Assemblyman Michael Benedetto; Monique Johnson, Throggs Neck 
Residents Council president; Senator Jeff Klein; and Joe Roediger, Trump 
Golf Links general manager at Thursday, April 30’s meeting. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce

meeting.
“As the warmer months 

approach and schools let out, 
many Bronx teens are look-
ing for a summer employment 
to put a little extra money in 
their pockets and gain real 
world experience,” Senator 
Klein said. 

“That’s why this month, 
the Bronx H.I.R.E. program 
launched the ‘Call for Caddies’ 
program, which works to con-
nect teens at the Throggs Neck 
Houses with summer job op-
portunities at the Trump Golf 
Links. Through the ‘Call for 
Caddies’ program, teens at 
the Throggs Neck Houses will 
learn the inner workings of a 
golf course, build new skills 
and receive trainings in course 
maintenance  and terminology. 
Put simply, the ‘Call for Cad-
dies’ program is a hole in one, 
connecting local teens with in-
valuable summer job opportu-
nities and putting them on a 
path to college and career read-
iness,” he added.

Bronx H.I.R.E. will host a 
‘Call for Caddies’ on Friday, 
May 15 at 4:30 p.m. and any in-
terested 15 to 18-years old resi-
dents are invited to be inter-

viewed this evening.
Attendees are required to 

bring working papers, a report 
card, a reference letter, and a 
paragraph stating why he or 
she wants to work for Trump 
Golf Links.

In addition, attendees are 
asked to bring a parent or 
guardian with them to the in-
terview to provide consent.

If a parent or guardian is 
unable to attend, it is asked the 
parent or guardian sign a con-

sent form ensuring they com-
ply with this training and po-
sition.

Interviews will be con-
ducted by Klein; the Bronx 
H.I.R.E. Program; Monique 
Johnson, Throggs Neck Resi-
dents Council president; Sin-
clair Hollingsworth, Kips Bay 
Boys and Girls Club director; 
and a 45th Precinct represen-
tative.

Once all interviews are 
completed, the candidates will 

be selected to attend caddy cer-
tifi cation classes on Thursday, 
May 28, spanning the course of 
three evenings.

This 16 to 20 hour course not 
only educates candidates on 
the basics of caddying, but will 
also teach them golf terminol-
ogy and golf course etiquette.

Upon completion, candi-
dates will be ready to start 
their employment with Trump 
Golf Links.

“We’re very excited to be 
able to offer a caddy education 
program for the youth here 
in the community and hope it 
will continue for many years 
to come,” Joe Roediger, Trump 
Golf Links general manager 
expressed. 

“This program not only in-
troduces them to the game of 
golf and its proper etiquette, 
but also teaches important 
life lessons and the necessary 
skills for success in both life 
and business. As ambassadors 
for the course, caddies are a vi-
tal part of any golf operation 
and there are many success 
stories of very young individu-
als who began as caddies and 
are now CEOs and managers of 
their own companies.”  
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NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm
Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919
1554 Paulding Ave
Bronx, NY 10462 www.giordanosbigg.com

 CHECK US OUT.
FULL LINE OF MEAT, 
SEAFOOD AND DELI.

COME IN AND HAVE A 
FREE CUP OF COFFEE

ALL MEATS
CUSTOM CUT

YOUR WAY

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE
DELIVERY
ON PURCHASES 

OVER $50

7 DAYS
A WEEK

$1499 lb.
REG. PRICE $1999 lb

ITALIAN STYLE

PORK SAUSAGE
SWEET OR HOT
5 LBS. OR MORE

$299 lb.

ST. LOUIS RIBS
W/ B.B.Q. SAUCE

SEASONED AND SMOKED

BUY 2 GET 1

FREE

$1000

ITALIAN STYLE

CHICKEN
SAUSAGE
BUY 1 PACK
GET 1 PACK

FREE

CHICKEN
LEG 1/4s

10 LBS. FOR

FRESH
CHUCK CHOP
5 LBS. OR MORE

$399 lb.

FRESH
HAMBURGERS

$599 lb.

$5899
ALL THIS FOR

3 lbs Spare Ribs
3 lbs Chicken Breasts
2 Pks Sabrett Beef Franks
3 lbs 1/4 Legs
2 lbs Sausage
3 lbs Chuck Chop

BARBECUE FEAST ULTAMATE BIG G PLAN
40 1/4 lb Hamburgers
25 Shish-Ka-Bobs
50 All Beef Franks
5 lbs Italian Pork or
         Chicken Sausage
36 Hamburger Rolls
48 Hot Dog Rolls

$14999
ALL THIS FOR

$2999
ALL THIS FOR

30 All Beef Franks
24 Hot Dog Rolls
1 - 12oz Mustard
1 - 2 lb Saurkraut
1 - 1 lb Sabrett Onions

$2699
ALL THIS FOR

12 1/4 lb Hamburgers
12 Hamburger Rolls
24 Slice American Singles 
1-14oz Ketchup

HAMBURGER PLAN

JUMBO
COOKED COCKTAIL 

SHRIMP 
16-20 CT.

IMPORTED
BABY BACK

RIBS
BUY 3 GET 1

FREE

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR OF BRONX COUNTY REAL ESTATE AUCTION
WEDNESDAY JUNE 10, 2015 – BIDDER REGISTRATION TO START AT 9:30 AM – 

AUCTION TO START AT 10:30 AM
851 Grand Concourse, Room 406; Bronx, NY

All Property Is and Will Be Sold As-Is In All respects.  All Prospective Bidders Must Pre-
Qualify By Presenting, Prior To the Start of the Auction, a Bank or Certified Deposit Check 
for 10% of the Property’s Starting Bid and Made Payable to “THE PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATOR of BRONX COUNTY.”  The Deposit of the Winning Bidder Will Be 
Retained as a Non-Refundable Contract Down-payment That Will Be Forfeited and Negotiated On 
Behalf of the Seller If the Winning Bidder Fails to Immediately Execute a Contract of Sale in the 
Form That Will Provided by the Public Administrator.  Sales Are ALL CASH with NO 
MORTGAGE CONTINGENCY, to Close Within 60 days, and With Time of the Essence 
Benefitting the Seller Only.  Further Terms, Conditions and Limitations are set forth in the Public 
Administrator’s Form Contract of Sale and Will Be Stated Orally Prior to the Auction.  The Public 
Administrator Reserves the Right to Withdraw Any Property and Reject Any Bid Without Notice.  

The Available Properties Will Be Open for Walk-throughs on May 30 & 31st and June 6th & 

7th 2015 from 11AM to 4 PM each day.  And beginning on May 19, 2015, form versions of a 
Contracts of Sale and Terms and Conditions of Sale, and Title Reports as to the subject properties, 
will be available for viewing only (no copying) at the Office of the Public Administrator of Bronx 
County, located at 851 Grand Concourse, Bronx, NY, 10451, Room 336, 718-293-7660. 

ADDRESS IN BRONX COUNTY DESCRIPTION STARTING BID

4120 Wilder Avenue (partially occupied) 1 Family House $310,000
2931 Wilson Avenue 2 Family House $330,000
3019 Corlear Avenue 1 Family House $225,000

941 E. 224th Street* 1 Family House $350,000
1920 Loring Place South* Multi-unit Building $647,000
974 Anderson Avenue * Multi-unit Building $603,000
1242 Manor Avenue* 1 Family House $258,500
1154 Adee Avenue* 1 Family House $269,500

*Ability to inspect interior not guaranteed 

42nd PCT.
Thursday, May 7,  9:21 p.m. — Police 

reported a person shot at Boston Road and 
East 172nd Street.

43rd PCT.
Thursday, May 7 — Police are searching 

for a male suspect who raped a woman on 
a rooftop on Banyer Place. According to re-
ports, the suspect accosted the woman who 
was waiting for a friend. The man then pulled 
her to a rooftop landing, raped her, then took 
her phone and purse. The man was seen on 
surveillance footage around the time of the 
crime on a kick scooter, police say, which he 
had hidden the scooter under a car during 
the attack and grabbed it afterwards.

Wednesday, May 6, 5:11 p.m. — Police 
are looking for a suspected who was stand-
ing in front of 2120 Randall Avenue when 
he displayed a fi rearm and discharged it six 
times in the direction of 535 Havemeyer Av-
enue.

46th PCT.
Tuesday, April 28, 11:00 a.m. — Inside 

2396 Morris Avenue, a suspect entered an 
apartment of a 33-year-old female by dis-
engaging the slam lock and removed three 
laptops, jewelry, a perfume and a coach lap-
top bag. The suspect then fled to parts un-
known.  

Thursday, May 7, 6:42 p.m. — Police 
reported a male shot at 1637 Nelson Ave-
nue.

49th PCT.
Saturday, May 9,  10:07 p.m. —Po-

lice responded to 2215 Bronxwood Avenue| 
where a male was stabbed in the chest.

52nd PCT.
Thursday, May 7, 8 p.m. — A suspect 

fi red off several rounds at 23-year-old a dur-
ing an argument in front of 2734 Bainbridge 
Avenue.

Saturday, May 9,  11:29 p.m. — Po-
lice responded to a shooting of a 62-year-
old male at Webster Avenue and East 204th 
Street. Several suspects in their 20s fl ed the 
scene. The man was transported to St Barn-
abas Hospital with a gunshot wound to the 
right thigh.
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TENTS TABLES & CHAIRS JUMPY HOUSES

SLIDES POPCORN MACHINE COTTON CANDY MACHINE

SNOW CONE MACHINE BARS PARTY SUPPLIES

Amandabear Party Rentals
474 City Island Avenue

City Island, NY 10464
347-326-5567 Offi ce Hours 

Monday–Friday 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 

www.amandabearpartyrentals

We Also Have:

We Specialize In All Types Of
Balloon Arrangements For... 

Featuring Teddy Bear Making
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Display Advertising Rates & Deadlines: A copy 
of The Bronx Times Reporter Advertising Rates 
is available on request. Display deadline is the 
Friday prior to publication. Camera ready copy 
deadline is the Monday preceding publication.
Classifi ed Deadlines: To place a Classifi ed Ad call 
(718) 260-2555 or email classifi ed@cnglocal.com. 
Deadline: 3 p.m. Tuesday prior to publication.
Legal Notice Deadlines: For Legal Advertis-
ing call (718) 260-3977 or email dwilson@
cnglocal.com. Deadline: 12 p.m. Monday prior 
to publication.
Letters To The Editor: Readers are encouraged 
to send us their viewpoints. Name and address 
must be included, but will be withheld upon 
request. Letters should be as brief as possible, 
not exceeding 200 words.
News Items: Readers are welcome to suggest 
news items of interest. Call the Editorial Depart-
ment at (718) 742-3393 or e-mail to bronx times@
cnglocal.com.
Around Town: Announcements of birthdays, 
weddings, anniversaries, etc. will gladly be 
published. All announcements must be mailed 
to the Bronx Times Reporter 3604 East Tremont 
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465,  before the Friday 
preceding  publication. No phone calls please.
Community Calendar: Civic organizations, 
churches, synagogues and special interest groups 
can have their special event dates announced free 
of charge. Mail should be addressed to Com-
munity Calendar and received no later than the 
Friday preceding publication.
Subscription Rates: Yearly subscriptions are 
$15.00; 2 years for $25.00,  within Bronx county. 
Out of county subscriptions are $35.00 per year.
Change Of Address: Any problems or inquiries 
regarding a present subscription must be accom-
panied by the mailing label from your newspaper 
showing complete name, address and subscription 
number (top left corner).

Copyright © 2015 by Bronx Times Reporter, 
Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this newspaper 
nor any part thereof may be reproduced, copied or 
transmitted in any form, electronic or mechanical, 
including photocopying, microfi lming, recording 
or by an information retrieval system without 
the express written permission of the publisher. 
This copyright is extended to the design  and 
text created for advertisements. Reproduction 
of said advertisement or any part thereof without 
the express written permission of Bronx Times 
Reporter, Inc. is strictly prohibited.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
There’s a lot
to celebrate

You should know that the 
changing of the guard has 
been something very usual 
and common in the New York 
State Legislature. Since 2009 
when senators Pedro Espada, 
Jr. and Hiram Monserrate or-
ganized and orchestrated the 
famous coup, instability, cor-
ruption and changing of lead-
ership has become the topic of 
the day. 

It is important for you to 
know that here in Albany, 
since that coup, everything 
has changed – the changing of 
the guard and new leadership 
comes into power – but the 
double standard of how people 
treat each other and deal with 
each other remains in place. 

Starting back in 2009 with 
the treatment given to the 
Three Amigos for wanting 
to have more power and be 
part of the decision making, 
and comparing that with the 
different treatment that Jeff 
Klein and the four Democratic 
members of the Independent 
Democratic Conference re-

Dear editor,
In these diffi cult economic 

times, why not support Bronx 
Week by patronizing your lo-
cal neighborhood businesses.  
There are so many great 
stores to select from all over 
the Bronx.

My wife and I don’t mind 
occasionally paying a little 
more to help our local busi-
nesses survive. Don’t forget 
your cook and server at your 
favorite local neighborhood 
restaurant. We try to tip 20 
percent against the total bill 
including taxes. If it is an odd 
amount, we round up to the 
next dollar. 

If we can afford to eat out, 
we can afford an extra dollar 
tip. When ordering take out, 
we always leave a dollar or 
two for the waiter or cook. It 
is appreciated.

Remember these people 
are our neighbors. 

Our local entrepreneurs 
have continued to create 
new employment opportuni-
ties without the assistance of 
federally-funded taxpayers’ 
stimulus dollars. 

These entrepreneurs work 
long hours, pay taxes and 
provide local employment es-
pecially to students during 
the summer.  

If we don’t patronize our 
local community stores and 
restaurants to shop and eat, 
they don’t eat either.

Larry Penner 

OPED: by Senator Rev. Ruben Diaz, Sr.
How Carl Heastie and John Flanagan are being treated differently 

ceived for doing and asking for 
the same things as the Three 
Amigos, to the way in which 
Carl Heastie was treated when 
he became the speaker of the 
New York State Assembly, to 
the treatment of Senator John 
Flanagan when he became the 
senate leader – nothing has 
changed. 

As you know my dear 
reader, Assemblyman Heastie 
became the fi rst African 
American – the fi rst minor-
ity person – to become the 
speaker of the New York State 
Assembly.  When Silver was 
accused, arrested and indicted 
on corruption charges, it took 
Heastie two weeks to become 
the speaker after Sheldon Sil-
ver had resigned – and every-
body was pushing him to wait 
for a month. 

Now, a new changing of the 
guard has taken place, for the 
fourth time in the New York 
State Senate since 2009.  Sena-
tor Flanagan – in three hours 
from the time that Senator 
Skelos resigned from his lead-

ership position after being ac-
cused, arrested and indicted 
on corruption charges – has 
become the new leader of the 
New York State Senate. 

Flanagan was hand-picked 
to be the senate leader by none 
other than Skelos himself. Ac-
cording to news reports, Ske-
los agreed to resign only if he 
was allowed to pick his succes-
sor – and he picked Flanagan 
to be his heir. 

No one in the media, no 
one on TV and no reporter has 
said anything to criticize that 
action. 

You should know, and I as-
sure you that Heastie would 
have never become speaker if 
Silver, a person under indict-
ment, would have said that he 
wanted Heastie to be his suc-
cessor.  And you know that 
is true.  All of the newspaper 
front pages, columnists and 
TV reporters would have as-
sociated Heastie with corrup-
tion and would have stopped 
him from becoming speaker if 
Silver had even mentioned his 

name as his successor. 
Can you imagine, even 

Governor Cuomo undermined 
Heastie by stating that Silver 
was still in power.  My ques-
tion to the governor and to ev-
eryone else is: Is Skelos still in 
power? 

Another thing I do not want 
to even imagine is what would 
have happened to Heastie if he 
would have taken time on the 
fl oor of the assembly to praise 
Silver the way that Flana-
gan took to the senate fl oor to 
praise Skelos. I wonder. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 
there are many other indica-
tors and things I could say 
about how people are treated 
differently here in Albany.  I 
cannot say for certain that it is 
because of race, religion, sex 
or cultural differences. I do 
not know the reason, but I do 
know that a double standard is 
always present in Albany, and 
it clearly shows with the treat-
ment that was given to others 
compared with the treatment 
that was given to Heastie. 

Dear editor,
As a medical student who 

will be graduating Albert Ein-
stein College of Medicine this 
June to begin my training as 
a family physician, I strongly 
support legislation to estab-
lish the New York Health Act to 
provide comprehensive health-
care coverage to every New 
Yorker regardless of age, in-
come, wealth, employment or 
other factors.

Enactment of New York 
Health or a Medicare for All 
system is the best way to con-
trol costs and provide real 
coverage for patients for their 
primary and preventive care 
needs and when facing a seri-
ous illness or injury.

     Last month, Gerald Fried-

NY health 
- a win-win

man, PhD, professor and chair 
of the Department of Econom-
ics University of Massachusetts 
at Amherst released a report 
which analyzed the economic 
effects of New York Health.  The 
report found that by reducing 
burdensome billing expenses, 
administrative waste in the in-
surance industry, monopolis-
tic pricing of drugs and medi-
cal devices, and fraud, New 
York Health would save over 
$70 billion in 2019 and savings 
will increase over time. Also it 
found that New York Health is 
expected to create over 200,000 
new jobs.

New York Health is a win-
win for patients through im-
proved care, the state saving 
billions and the healthcare 
sector by creating hundreds of 
thousands of jobs.  The way I 
see it, New York cant afford not 
to enact New York Health now.

Chelsea McGuire

Dear editor,
Drip, drip,drip, watch your 

tax dollars go down the drain. 
Have you also seen all the 
‘Don’t Let Tax, Water, Or Re-

Wasteful 
spending

pair Charges Come Between 
You and Your Property’ full 
page ads in your daily and 
weekly neighborhood newspa-
pers including our own Bronx 
Times and Bronx Times Re-
porter? Even worse, was the 
69-page recent supplement 
which appeared in the New 
York Daily News on Monday, 
April 27.  It lists line by line 
the name of every New Yorker 
who owes real estate tax wa-
ter sewer, emergency repair 
or other property - related 
charges ‘the City of New York 
may sell a lien on your prop-
erty’ advertisement. 

Is this the best way the 
NYC departments of Finance, 
Environmental Protection 
along with Housing Preser-
vation and Development can 
spend taxpayers dollars?

Why can’t all three agen-
cies compare their respective 
lists of people who owe money 
with those fi ling city and state 
tax returns? Surely the tech-
nology exists to place a lien 
on any tax refunds? You could 
also extend citizens the cour-
tesy of a telephone call or let-
ter or email informing them of 
their overdue obligations.

Larry Penner
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Building Successful Relationships in the Bronx

Defining The Difference

Left to right: Michael LaSalle, VP; Rebecca Polanco, First VP; David Isaac, VP and Denise Rodriguez, Assistant VP

We are…

 Lending
 Competitive
 Customer Focused

Rebecca Polanco 
First VP & Bronx Area Manager |  (347) 706-3312

www.hudsonvalleybank.com
“We are here for your business.”

 
Member FDIC

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The community was given an op-

portunity to direct city budget funds 
to projects they felt were important - 
and the results are in!

On Thursday, May 7, Councilman 
Ritchie Torres’ 15th Councilmanic 
District offi ce hosted an event to an-
nounce the results of the 2015 Partici-
patory Budgeting Cycle for the district 
at the offi ce’s location on 573 E, Ford-
ham Road.

This year’s participatory budget-
ing cycle, which marked the fi rst to 
take place in the central Bronx, gave 
local residents an opportunity to vote 
on how they believe a portion of the 
city’s FY2016 Executive Budget, total-
ing more than $78 billion, should be 
spent in their communities and neigh-
borhoods. 

Over the course of the year, resi-
dents in the district  worked with Tor-
res and his offi ce to devise project 
ideas and proposals while engaging in 
voter outreach.

The fi rst week of the participatory 
budgeting cycle, which took place in 
mid-April, was a raging success, as 
2,339 ballots were casted by residents. 

Voters, ages 14 and up, were allowed 
to vote for up to fi ve proposals out of 
the 13 choices on the  ballot.

The fi nal ballot choices included 
Belmont Library public bathrooms, a 

Councilman Torres unveils budget results
Grand Concourse Library roof, HVA 
units at Tremont Library, air condi-
tioning for public schools, security 
cameras for public schools, NYPD se-
curity cameras, Bronx Park East im-
provements, a dog park in Echo Park, 
Slattery Playground basketball courts 
and bathrooms, tree guards, a Van 
Nest fl ag pole to fl y Old Glory, a mobile 
animal emergency unit and bus count-
down clocks.

After much anticipation, the 2015 
Participatory Budgeting Cycle results 
are as follows:

- 1st Place: security cameras for 
public school ($80,000 - 1,352 votes)

Security camera systems will be in-
stalled on the exteriors of Knowledge 
and Power Preparatory Academy, 2055 
Mapes Avenue as well as M.S. 391/
TAPCO, 2225 Webster Avenue, allow-
ing staff to monitor the exteriors of the 
schools.

- 2nd Place: Bronx Park East im-
provements ($450,000 - 1,323 votes)

Renovations and enhancements 
will be made throughout Bronx Park 
north of Pelham Parkway (Bronx Park 
East).

- 3rd Place: NYPD security cameras 
($315,000 - 1,288 votes)

Nine NYPD security cameras will 
be installed throughout District 15, 
providing video feeds directly to local 
police precincts.

- 4th Place: air conditioning for pub-
lic schools ($145,000 - 1,236 votes)

Air conditioning units will be in-
stalled at P.S. 28 Mount Hope, 1861 An-
thony Avenue, P.S. 32, 690 East 183rd 

Street, and P.S. 9, 230 East 183rd Street, 
which will keep classrooms cool in 
warmer months.

- 5th Place: bus countdown clocks 
($80,000 - 935 votes)

Digital displays will be installed 
at four major bus stops, showing what 
times the buses will arrive.

Torres was the fi rst to state, after 
announcing the results, that funding 
going towards security was most pop-
ular among the district’s voters. He 
then proceeded to honor and thank the 
many individuals who were involved 
in the process for their planning, pro-
posing and voting.

“I would like to thank the dozens 
of volunteers who made this process a 
success in its fi rst year. Through par-
ticipatory budgeting, we were able to 
involve Bronx residents in how city 
funds are spent in their neighbor-
hoods while connecting with commu-
nities marked by years of civic disen-
gagement,” said Torres, the youngest 
member of the City Council. “The fi ve 
projects receiving capital funds were 
created and selected by local residents 
through a truly democratic process 
and I look forward to continuing PB 
next year in District 15.”

Funding will be allocated to city 
agencies to implement these projects 
when the city budget is approved in 
July.

Councilman Ritchie Torres unveils the re-
sults of the 2015 Participatory Budgeting 
Cycle. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Ritchie Torres’ offi ce
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HIGHWAY  
TO HEALTH  

FESTIVAL

Celebrate Healthy Living in NYC

Live Music • Fitness Demos • Medical Screenings 

Cooking Competition • Teen Talent Show 

Free and open to the public

Sunday, May 17th 2015  
10am-4pm
South Street Seaport  
Historic District

healthcorps.org

Sponsors:

For almost 40 years, Huntington’s highly trained 

tutors have worked one-to-one with students to help 

them master the skills needed to make their next 

report card better than the last one.

ACADEMIC SKILLS  K-12

Reading •  Writing • Math • Study Skills

Spelling  •  Vocabulary • Phonics

SUBJECT TUTORING MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE
 Algebra • Geometry • Trigonometry • Pre-Calculus  

Calculus •  Earth Science • Biology • Chemistry • Physics

Advanced Placement (AP) • State Tests • GED • ASVAB

ISSE • SSAT • SHSAT • ELA • Regents • HCHS • TACHS

EXAM PREP

©2015 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a 
registered trademark of the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation.  ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these entities were involved in the 
production of, and do not endorse the program. * Offer valid for Academic Evaluation or Tuition, new students only. Not valid with any other offer.     HPA101-BNW(5/15)

Huntington is accredited by Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA). 

To find out more about Huntington Tutoring Programs, CALL NOW!

SAT • PSAT/NMSQT • ACT

HuntingtonHelps.com  

For additional locations in your area call
®1 800 CAN LEARN

NO MATTER WHAT SUBJECT YOUR 
CHILD STRUGGLES WITH
HUNTINGTON CAN HELP.

SAVE
$100*

WHEN YOU

CALL TODAY!

718-358-7900
Flushing Staten Island

718-697-0500

Additional centers located in

Park Slope
718-230-4600718-491-0900

Bay Ridge Manhattan
212-362-0100718-597-1500

Bronx

914-72-6100
Eastchester Scarsdale

914-946-7800

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
It is a milestone year for the tallest 

buildings in the Bronx.
It was 40 years ago this year that 

construction on the Harlem River 
Park Towers, located at 10, 20, 30 and 
40 Richman Plaza, was completed. 

Four decades later, the two Bronx 
skyscrapers are still standing tall.

The Harlem River Park Towers 
complex, which consists of two 44-story 
buildings, was completed in 1975. 

They were designed by architec-
tural fi rm Davis, Brody & Associates 
in an effort to provide afffordable hous-
ing for lower income working families 
near public transportation. 

The towers were built in conjunc-
tion with Roberto Clemente State 
Park, known then as Harlem River 
Bronx State Park. The park, located 
just north of the towers, is the fi rst 
New York City state park.

The residential hi-risers, which 
contain 1654 units, including 464 Sec-
tion 8 assisted living units, is 404 feet 
high, making them the tallest build-
ings in the Bronx. 

The towers’ completion topped the 
Tracey Towers, two 41-story subsidized 
apartment buildings located at 20 and 
40 West Mosholu Parkway which were 
completed in 1972 as well as Co-op City, 
which consists of 35 high-rise apart-
ment buildings that range from 24 to 

Harlem River Park Towers turn 40
33 fl oors.

When the towers’ doors opened in 
1975, city offi cials and planners saw 
the development as a great opportu-
nity for working families 

However, when the building man-
agement company changed in the 
early to mid 1980s, the towers began to 
experience defi ciencies, including bro-
ken elevators and request for repairs 
were not responded to. It is reported 
that one elevator in the complex did 
not work for over fi ve years.

Around the same time period, Mor-
ris Heights was  experiencing high lev-
els of crime, similar to other neighbor-
hoods in the south and west Bronx.

When the trend continued into the 
early 2000s, the NYPD adopted the 
Clean Halls Program - a stop and frisk 
initiative - to keep the towers clean 
and safe.

The program backfi red, however, 
as the towers’ residents and even main-
tenance staff claimed that their rights 
were being violated by the NYPD. 
Lately, the nature of the stop and frisk 
program has been less severe after it 
was fought by lawyers and elected of-
fi cials.

Despite somewhat of a checkered 
history, these buildings still serve 
their intended purpose - providing 
homes for the lower income families 
in a vibrant, active setting.

“The Harlem River Park Towers, 
along with the creation of Roberto Cle-
mente State Park, were intended to 
provide decent modern housing and 
recreation to its residents,” said Lloyd 
Ultan, Bronx borough historian who 
recalled being present at the towers’ 
groundbreaking. 

“Certainly, these towers provided 
a distinct form of architecture with a 
beautiful view of the Harlem River - 
giving residents almost all of the ben-
efi ts of living in a high priced  building 
in Manhattan”

Four decades later, the towers’ ar-
chitectural fi rm, now known as Davis 
Brody Bond, are still very proud of the 
project and the vision that came along 
with it.

“Lew Davis and Sam Brody be-
lieved that the design of large residen-
tial buildings was an important typol-
ogy and deserved to be elevated above 
the commodity approach that was typ-
ical of publicly-fi nanced housing of the 
1960s and 70s,” said Steven M. Davis, 
FAIA Partner, Davis Brody Bond. 

“Davis, Brody & Associates’ work 
in moderate and low-income hous-
ing projects, which included the Har-
lem River Park Towers’ completion 40 
years ago, set a standard of excellence, 
as it overcame economic, social and 
political constraints.”

The two Harlem River Park Towers, each 44 
stories, have stood as the tallest buildings in 
the Bronx since construction was completed 
in 1975. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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SPOTO’S
FINE NEOPOLITAN & SICILIAN CUISINE

4005 East Tremont Ave.
Bronx, NY 10465

718-828-5613
www.SpotosNYC.com

Come enjoy our 
elegant wine bar!

SPOTO’S MENU IS ON ITS WAY TO YOU
or view it on our website: www.SpotosNYC.com

BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!

Too tired to cook? Let us do it for you...Free Delivery!
OUTSIDE OFF PREMISE CATERING DELIVERED DOOR TO DOOR

Dates are available…
Banquet room seats up to 100 people

All parties supervised by Peter

Daily Lunch Special

$11.95 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Spoto’s Early Dining

$24.95
SPOTO’S NOW

DELIVERS
7 Days A Week!

NOW 
SERVING A 
FULL PIZZA 

MENU!

Come 
enjoy our 
elegant 
wine bar! Join us on                     for daily specials

Exquisite Catering at Affordable Prices
We specialize in family functions!

CALL NOW TO BOOK YOUR NEXT AFFAIR!
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LEHMAN COLLEGE: Where Adults Succeed!

   BACHELOR’S DEGREES
     Over 50 majors or design your own

   MASTER OF ARTS IN LIBERAL STUDIES
     �ocused on your s�eci�c interest

   RN to BS ONLINE
     RN’s with an Associate’s Degree & NY License Should Apply!

ADP INFORMATION SESSIONS: MARCH/APRIL
call: 718-960-8666

email: adult.degree@lehman.cuny.edu
or visit Lehman Campus, Carman Hall 128

for schedule of sessions and to register to attend.

Bachelor’s & Master’s Degrees to Enhance Your Career 

CREDIT FOR PRIOR LEARNING
PERSONALIZED ADVISING

AFFORDABLE TUITION

CLASSES OFFERED DAY, EVENING, WEEKEND AND ONLINE

www.lehman.cuny/adultdegree

ADULT DEGREE PROGRAM

ADP INFORMATION SESSIONS: APRIL/MAYADP INFORMATION SESSIONS: MAY/JUNE

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The search for a new dis-

trict manager for the bor-
ough’s most populous com-
munity board is down to two 
candidates. 

The Community Board 9 
Search Committee’s chair-
man, Mohammed Mujum-
der, said that after interviews 
and a review of about 20 pos-
sible candidates, two fi nalists 
for the position have been se-
lected: William Rivera, the 
board’s current chairman, 
and Socrates Solano, an aide 
to Congressman Charles Ran-
gel. 

“I strongly feel that both 
are very good candidates,” 
said Mujumder, who serves as 
CB 9’s vice-chairman. 

The search committee 
chairman said that Rivera ap-
pears to have a lot of interest 
and it seems like he is almost 
always in the CB 9 offi ce. Ri-
vera has served as both a com-
mittee chairman, and as the 
chair of the entire community 
board, Mujumder added. 

Solano appears to know 
many elected offi cials and 
much about how government 

CB 9 DM search narrowed to 2
functions, Mujumder said, 
adding that it almost seems as 
if Solano has spent a lifetime 
working in government. 

Rivera, when called for an 
interview, said he could not 
yet speak about the selection 
process, citing rules spelled 
out in the New York City Char-
ter. 

“As per the New York City 
Charter, a board member can 
be a candidate for the district 
manager position, but must 
exclude themselves from any 
manner in the selection pro-
cess,” he said. “Unfortunately, 
I cannot comment on this mat-
ter yet, until the position is 
fi lled, hopefully on May 21.”   

Solano said he has been 
in government for at least 15 
years, working for Hillary 
Clinton’s 2000 U.S. Senate 
campaign, for City Council 
Speaker Peter Vallone and as 
the deputy director of the con-
gressman’s district offi ce. 

He also worked at The 
DOE Fund’s Ready, Will-
ing and Able program, help-
ing to select soon-to-be for-
mer prisoners for entry into a 
street-cleaning program that 

provides jobs and other assis-
tance. 

Solano said that he sees the 
biggest challenges facing CB 9 
communities is a  recent surge 
in crime, especially shootings, 
in the Soundview community, 
and in helping New York City 
Housing Authority tenants in 
the district’s projects get the 
repairs their units need. 

He believes he would bring 
experience and connections to 
the district manager position. 

“I bring a vast Rolodex of 
people that I have known for 
many years that I can call,” 
said Solano, who added that 
he “has an in” with city com-
missioners, and even Mayor 
de Blasio, who was his chief on 
the 2000 Clinton campaign.  

After the submitted appli-
cations had been reviewed, the 
fi ve-person search committee 
at CB 9 each asked three dif-
ferent questions of the two fi -
nalists in interviews. 

Among the questions’ top-
ics that the board members 
posed to the candidates was 
how they plan to work with di-
verse communities compris-
ing the board’s service area, 
if they are familiar with the 
Board of Standards and Ap-
peals procedure and the Uni-
form Land Use Review Pro-
cedure, and would they feel 
comfortable working together 
with the board and its mem-
bers in a collective setting. 

The full board is expected 
to vote for the new district 
manager as soon as the next 
full board meeting, said Mu-
jumder. That meeting is sched-
uled for Thursday, May 21 at 7 

p.m. at the CB 9 district offi ce 
at 1967 Turnball Avenue. 

The position of CB 9 dis-
trict manager has been va-
cant since the board voted to 
removed long-time former dis-
trict manger Francisco Gon-
zalez in January.

CB 9 comprises a broad 
swath of the south east Bronx, 
including the Castle Hill, 
Soundview, Parkchester and 
Clason Point communities. 

Socrates Solano 
 Photo courtesy of Socrates Solano

William Rivera, the chairman of 
Community Board 9 
 Photo courtesy of William Rivera
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YOU RING ... WE BRING ... $10.00 MIN.

CATERING AVAILABLE 
FOR ALL BOROUGHS

Order Your Wings For Any Event

On Our Wing Hotline

1-718-HOT-WING
Order Brady’s To Go @ 

www.pjbradystogo.com

PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE
Seating Is Available For Large Dinner Parties

MANY PACKAGES AVAILABLE

MUSEELS!
STEAKS! 
CHOPS! 
FRESH 
SEAFOOD 
DAILY!

CORONA
BEER 

BUCKETS

FRESH 
STEAMERS! 

CLAMS! 
MUSSELS!

MON - TUES - WED

20¢ WINGS
Sunday & Thursday At The Bar - 

Starting At 6pm

JOIN US FOR
WING NIGHTS

TRY OUR DELICIOUS 
RIB 
EYE 

STEAK!

BUY 2 LARGE PIES 
& GET AN ORDER OF 

WINGS FREE

PIZZA

SPECIAL
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CROSBY PET CENTER

MON-FRI 

WWW.CROSBYPETCENTER.NET

CROSBY PET CENTER

$

CROSBY PET CENTER

ANY STORE PURCHASE

CROSBY PET CENTER

$
ANY PUPPY PURCHASE

Tropical Fish
and

Fish Tanks

We do

and

 
 

$

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Coming on the heels of the 

announcement of a $1 million 
traffi c study on road access 
to the Hutchinson Metro Cen-
ter, a coalition of concerned 
individuals is making its own 
pitch for a broader study of ma-
jor east Bronx arterial roads. 

The East Bronx Traffi c Co-
alition, a consortium of civic 
associations concerned about 
increasing congestion, has 
written to the city Department 
of Transportation and the 
New York State Thruway Au-
thority asking that the agen-
cies look at ways to construct 
exits and onramps into Co-op 
City to relieve traffi c in the re-
gion. 

The increasing traffi c clog-
ging the Hutch and I-95 from 
the Bruckner Interchange to 
Co-op City led to the letter. 

Sent on Monday, May 11, 
the letter cites a 2000 study 
submitted to the state Depart-
ment of Transportation that 
indicates that the construc-
tion of off-ramps and on-ramps 
onto the Hutchinson River 
Parkway was feasible. 

It also states a second 2010 
study identifi es a lack of a di-

Northeast Bronx traffi c study pitched
rect exit and entry point for 
Co-op City to the Hutch as a 
major reason for congestion 
on I-95.

“Therefore, we are respect-
fully asking your organiza-
tions to work together to for-
mulate a feasibility plan that 
could make these ramps a re-
ality,” stated the coalition in 
their letter. 

The coalition stated that 
the idea of ramps connecting 
the Hutchinson Metro Center 
to the Hutchinson River Park-
way was also long considered 
unfeasible, but that now $1 
million in taxpayer dollars 
will be spent to study the pos-
sibility. 

EBTC has already met with 
Assemblyman Michael Bene-
detto and Councilman James 
Vacca, and has been working 
with Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce 
and will meet with him soon, 
said John Doyle, a coalition 
representative. 

Doyle said that the traffi c 
that affl icts places like Pel-
ham Bay and the congestion 
in Co-op City and elsewhere 
are all interconnected. 

He points to calls from the 
Pelham Bay Taxpayers and 

Community Association for 
two-way traffi c on a Wilkin-
son Avenue overpass that con-
nects the two service roads of 
the Bruckner Expressway as 
proof that traffi c headed north 
is affecting local communi-
ties. 

“Obviously, at all ends, the 
community is calling out that 
more needs to be done,” he 

said, adding that the commu-
nity was appreciative of what 
had already been done, such 
as the widening of an I-95 off-
ramp near the entrance to the 
Bay Plaza Mall. 

“The traffi c coalition is 
taking a holistic approach to 
the entire region,” he said. 

Assemblyman Benedetto 
said that he discussed with 

EBTC his efforts to convince 
the legislature leadership to 
provide funding for a new traf-
fi c study for the area. 

One of the issues, the as-
semblyman said, was ‘as of 
right’ zoning does not require 
developers of shopping malls 
or other establishments to 
conduct traffi c studies.

Meanwhile, in Pelham Bay, 
PBTCA president and EBTC 
member Michelle Torrioni 
said that the ongoing traffi c 
tie-ups along the Bruckner Ex-
pressway service road, and at 
Amendola Plaza, is impacting 
local travel. 

The organization continues 
to call for its own smaller traf-
fi c change, fi rst envisioned by 
the PBTCA’s late president Jo-
seph Oddo. 

“Making the Wilkinson 
Avenue (cross-over) two-ways 
would be helpful,” said Torri-
oni, adding that locals would 
make good use of the new road 
and that all agencies need to 
be involved to improve road 
conditions. 

The letter was sent to the 
agencies around press time 
for this story. 

Making the Wilkinson Avenue overpass two way is one of the grassroots 
ideas for easing traffi c affecting Pelham Bay and surrounding communi-
ties. At peek times, the Bruckner Expressway and the service road head-
ing north are jammed in the northbound direction, as is Amendola Plaza.
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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Cancer Screening Saves Lives
We can help You

Together we can reverse these trends.
The Bronx County Cancer Services Program can provide you with free cancer screenings.

For an appointment call 718-579-6453

The fight against breast, cervical and colorectal cancer begins with 
regular screenings. We can provide free screenings regardless of 
citizenship status for breast, cervical and colorectal cancer, if you:

Have no health insurance

Are between 40 and 64 years old

Live in the Bronx

Did You Know?
108 people in the Bronx are diagnosed with cancer each week

Breast cancer is the second leading cause of death among 
women in New York State

In 2012, an estimated 3,000 New Yorkers may have lost their 
battle against colorectal cancer
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Funded by a grant from the New York State Department 
of Health, Bureau of Chronic Disease Control
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SALE
718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 

Just South of Pelham Pkwy.
OPEN

7 DAYS

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF

Organic Foods Herbs Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 05/31/15

25%
OFF

Source Natural
ALLERCETIN

48 TABLETS

Reg. $9.50

SALE $7.99

Source Natural
ALLER RESPONSE

45 TABLETS

Reg. $21.99

SALE $14.99

Source Natural
NUTRA DROPS
QUERCETIN 2 oz.

Reg. $11.25

SALE $9.99

GAIA HERBAL 
EXTRACT &

NATURE’S WAY

Akihiro Ito’s sculpture ‘A Child’ in the entry 
way of I.S. 254, is visible from both the street 
and the school. The Fordham Business Im-
provement Disrict arranged for the art do-
nation. Community News Group / Jaime Williams

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A Fordham middle school has wel-

comed ‘A Child’ -  a sculpture by Jap-
anese artist Akihiro Ito.

The Fordham Road Business Im-
provement District set up the dona-

tion for the sculpture’s installation.
Ito also created ‘Tomorrow’ which 

has sat on Fordham Road for the past 
year as part of a partnership with the 
BID and the Department of Trans-

Fordham grade school 
receives Ito sculpture

portation.
I.S. 254, near the redevelopment at 

Fordham Plaza, is the perfect home 
for Ito’s second sculpture, said prin-
cipal Alexis Marrero. He was con-
vinced as soon as he saw a picture 
and learned the title.

“Of course I wanted it,” he said.
The seven-foot tall, cherry wood 

sculpture sits in a window above the 
main entrance of the school on Wash-
ington Avenue, where it is visible 
from the street.

Ito said he was glad to donate the 
piece to the school, since the sculp-
ture has a message for the younger 
generation about the importance of 
nature and preserving it for the fu-
ture.

“I want them to appreciate na-
ture,” Ito said. “I think nature is the 
most important thing.”

Marrero said he likes that the ab-
stract piece is open to interpretation 
by students and the community, and 
that it has already drawn eyes and 
questions.

“It’s an opportunity for a talking 

piece,” he said.
The principal wants to install 

spotlights to illuminate the piece 
at night, better showcasing it to the 
community.

Marrero is a product of the Ford-
ham neighborhood, and he’s glad 
to see positive developments in the 
area, including the addition of art.

“This represents the change that’s 
happening in the community, the re-
vitalization,” he said. “It’s really up-
lifting and inspiring to me and to the 
school.”

The Fordham Road BID, now in 
its 10th year, is making a big effort to 
bring more art and culture into the 
shopping district, said executive di-
rector Wilma Alonso, to invigorate 
the neighborhood.

“I think that adding other layers 
will attract people,” she said.

The efforts include events, such 
as an upcoming food truck extrava-
ganza, and art such as the ‘tomor-
row’ sculpture, which will soon have 
to be relocated.

But the BID doesn’t want to bring 

This represents the 
change that’s happening 

in the community, the 
revitalization. It’s really 

uplifting and inspiring to 
me and to the school.

Alexis Marrero
Principal, I.S. 254

just any art to the neighborhood, said 
Alonso.

“It has to have a message con-
nected to Fordham Road.”



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MAY 15-21, 2015 23  BTR

CAREER INFORMATION SEMINARS
SATURDAY,  MAY 2*, 10:30 AM
WEDNESDAY,  MAY 13, 6:30 PM
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PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS IN:

Find out about Financial Assistance available**
** depending upon eligibility.

INVEST IN YOURSELF 

For more information, please call Lehman College Continuing Education at
"�#$%&�$#������������'''(�����	(���)
�

� Home Health Aide
���������	�
�����������������
����
� EKG/Phlebotomy, Nurse Technician
� Dental Assistant
� Pharmacy Technician
���������	�����������	�������������
� Alcoholism & Substance Abuse Counseling
������	�������������

� Business Bookkeeping
� Personal Financial Planning
� Small Business/ Entrepreneurship
� IRS Enrolled Agent
� Microsoft Specialist
���������������	���������
� A+ Computer Technician
� Graphics & Web Design

FRIDAY,  MAY 8, 10:30 AM
HEALTH CAREERS INFORMATION SEMINAR 
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* MEET +79�;<=.�>�?==.�@B?-<;B/��<G5<B��>�@-��=<�+B���COORDINATOR!

LEARN ABOUT HIGH-GROWTH CAREERS

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 6:30 PM
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Summer
session

L I U  b r o o k l y n

M a k e  y o u r 
S u m m e r  C o u n t

Summer is the perfect time to get ahead or 
catch up on courses that you need to graduate. 
Earn 3 credits in 6 weeks at LIU Brooklyn and 
choose from more than 600 courses.

Day and evening classes are offered and  
courses are open to current LIU Brooklyn  
students, new students, as well as visiting  
students from other colleges and universities.

Classes are small and tutoring is available. 
Review summer course offerings at  
liu.edu/brooklyn/summer and register today!

Summer 1:
May 18–June 29

Summer 2:
July 6–August 16

For more information, visit 
liu.edu/brooklyn/summer

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The family-oriented an-

nual Throggs Neck Sidewalk 
Fair will return this year. 

The fair will take place at 
various locations along East 
Tremont Avenue from roughly 
LaSalle to Randall avenues 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Satur-
day, May 30. 

The Throggs Neck Mer-
chants Association hosts the 
annual event, which will fea-
ture live bands, teddy bear 
building stations, pony rides, 
a rock-climbing wall, face-
painting, child IDing station 
and merchants who will pro-
vide samples and giveaways, 
event coordinators said. 

Steve Kaufman, TNMA 
president, said that the event 
is a good one for merchants 
and consumer alike. It gives 
the businesspeople a chance 
to meet and interact with their 
customers, and provides com-
munity members with enter-
tainment that does not cost 
them anything, he said. 

“This event is about people 
coming out in the sunshine 
and having a great time,” said 
Kaufman. “They can walk on 

TN Merchants Street Fair, May 30

A scene from a previous year’s Throggs Neck Merchants Street Fair of the 
rock-climbing wall which will be located in the Rite Aid parking lot at East 
Tremont and Lafayette avenues. File Photo

the street, interact with the dif-
ferent merchants and groups, 
and enjoy the day while being 
in their own neighborhood.” 

A well-attended event 
should showcase the vibrancy 
of the Throggs Neck commu-
nity, said Kaufman 

Geri Colon, a TNMA board 
member who is co-coordina-
tor of the event, said that vol-
unteers from the organization 
plan the event for fi ve to six 
months. 

She said that the sidewalk 
fair is a day of appreciation 
from local businesses to the 
community.

“If it wasn’t for the people 
on the street, the merchants 
would not be in business,” 
said Colon. “So it is a way to 
give back to the community, 
a day to say ‘thank you,’ and a 
day of a appreciation.” 

“It is a good promotional 
day too,” she added. 

According to Colon, as of 
press time, some of the loca-
tions of the fair’s highlights 
are: 

•Rite Aid, 3529 E. Tremont 
Avenue: rock climbing wall 
and bandstand in its parking 

lot
•Bronx Tax Man, 3707 E. 

Tremont Avenue and Got 
Hair?, 3611 E. Tremont Ave-
nue: teddy-bear building sta-
tions 

•Sapito’s Sports Bar & Grill, 
3168 E. Tremont Avenue: Child 
I.D.s being created 

•Anthony’s Flower Farm, 
3240 E. Tremont Avenue: in-
fl atable football tossing game

•T.D. Bank, 3755 E. Trem-
ont Avenue: an antique Met-
ropolitan Transportation Au-
thority bus 

•Zeros Cabs at 3553 E. Trem-
ont Avenue: pony rides

•Various locations: face 
painting, ice cream, and 
craftspeople from Bronx 
Council on the Arts with t-
shirts, paintings and jewelry 
for sale 

Colon said that numerous 
businesses will be on the street 
up and down the avenue.

Anyone taking part in the 
fair can take a ride on the 
Bronx Culture Trolley bus, 
she added. The trolley bus will 
drop fairgoers off wherever 
they want along the route. 



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MAY 15-21, 2015 25  BTR

Villa Maria Academy
128 Years of Excellence Accredited by The Middle States Association

SEVENTH GRADE BOYS SWEEP MATH OLYMPIAD AT IONA PREP

We are proud to announce that Villa Maria Academy won FIRST PLACE at the Seventh Grade Boys Math Olympiad held at Iona Prep on 
May 2nd.  Not only did VMA achieve the top team score, but our students received “First, Second, Third and Fourth Place” medals for their 
individual scores and “Top Scoring Alternate”.

As the top scoring student in the entire competition, Michael Martire received a scholarship 
to attend Iona Prep’s Scholar Athlete Camp!

 Villa Winners in Archdiocesan Bronx District Science Fair
First Place:

and Michael Martire
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COMMUNITY
CHIROPRATIC

of Throggs Neck

Kenneth P. Gonoud D.C.

Trigger Point Injections

We Treat:
Acute and Chronic Pain, Back and Neck Pain

Headaches and Migraines, Sciatica and Pinched Nerves
Arthritis, Knee and Shoulder Pain

HOUSES
FOR SALE

$459,000

SCOVOTTI REAL ESTATE

233rd Vicinity Legal 2 Family, Detached 
Brick, 50x100, Currently Being Used As A 
Daycare, With Licenses.

City Island Property, 2 Lg. Pieces With 3 Cot-
tages On Each. 37.5x300. Property Listed at 
1.325 Million. + 1.431 Million. Eack Cottage 
Is Rented Out. There Is Also 400 Feet Of 
Reparian Rights. Total Property Is 75x280. 
Call For Showing And More Information

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Construction on a long-

awaited pedestrian bridge 
connecting the east and west 
sides of Van Cortlandt Park 
should be underway soon. 

Coming on the same day 
as a notice of activation of the 
Croton Water Filtration Plant 
in the park, a group of elected 
offi cials, city agency commis-
sioners and advocates took 
part in a Friday, May 15 an-
nouncement that a new pedes-
trian bridge over the Major 
Deegan Expressway will link 
the whole park together when 
completed. 

The pedestrian bridge will 
span the expressway near the 
Shandler Recreation Area and 
the Croton Woods, and comes 
as a result of a study requested 
by the community after the 
1999 decision to site the mas-
sive underground water fi ltra-
tion plant in the park. 

“Van Cortlandt Park is 
a treasure of the Bronx,” 
said Assembly Speaker Carl 
Heastie at the announcement, 
with the assembly allocat-
ing $3 million for the $12 mil-
lion project. “This pedestrian 

Deegan crossing for VCP to be built
bridge will increase access 
and use of the vast park space 
to all Bronx residents.” 

Senator Jeff Klein was able 
to secure a $1 million alloca-
tion from the upper chamber 
of the legislature. 

“By investing in our parks, 
we are not only ensuring chil-
dren and families have a top 
quality space to play and spend 
time, but signifi cantly im-
proving our city’s infrastruc-
ture for future generations,” 
said Senator Klein, who added 
“By opening up the park and 
better connecting previously 
isolated sections, the new foot-
bridge will increase access to 
a vital community asset for 
countless residents, visitors 
and tourists.” 

DEP and Parks have allo-
cated $4 million each for the 
project.

Christina Taylor, executive 
director Friends of Van Cort-
landt Park executive director, 
said that unfortunately it took 
a decade for a feasibility study 
to be completed on the bridge, 
and many additional years to 
secure funding. 

Nevertheless, the east and 

west link will allow communi-
ties in on the park’s east side 
like Norwood and Woodlawn 
access to parts of the park 
with great amenities. 

“This will allow the Nor-
wood community to walk to 
the Kingsbridge section of the 
park where the pool is, where 
the lake is – where there are 
more amenities,” she said, 
adding that people going hik-

ing on 20 miles of trails in the 
park will also have more op-
tions. 

This is the fi rst part of a 
2014 master plan for the park to 
be undertaken, and the group 
if hopeful that if this project 
gets rolling, other parts of that 
plan will follow. 

Also taking part in the an-
nouncement were Congress-
man Eliot Engel, Assembly-

man Jeff Dinowitz, Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr., and 
Councilman Andrew Cohen.

Representing city agencies 
were Feniosky Peña- Mora, 
Department of Design and 
Construction commissioner; 
Mitchell Silver, Parks De-
partment commissioner; and 
Emily Lloyd, Department of 
Environmental Protection 
commissioner. 

Elected offi cials (l-r) Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie, Councilman Andrew Cohen, Senator Jeff Dinowitz, Sena-
tor Jeff Klein, Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and Congressman Eliot Engel at the announcement about 
work beginning on the long awaited pedestrian bridge over the Major Deegan Expressway in Van Cortlandt 
Park. The offi cial announcement was held on Friday, May 8. Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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LIU Brooklyn congratulates the graduates who 
were awarded bachelors, masters, and doctoral 
degrees, as well as associates degrees and  
�����������	
����
����
�
������	���������
Commencement. The university community 
proudly welcomes our newest graduates to  
a global network of over 200,000 alumni.
 
Learn more at LIU.edu and stay connected  
with the LIU Brooklyn alumni community  
at LIU.edu/Alumni. 

Congratulations 
Graduates!

• ��������
�	�����	���	�������

• 825 baccalaureate recipients
• 291 doctoral recipients
• ���������������	����
�	��degree recipients
• ��������������	
����
��	�������

• ��������
������	���	�������


Proudly celebrating:

Brooklyn’s newest generation of young 
graduates celebrated their educational suc-
cess in a momentous occasion at LIU Brook-
lyn’s Commencement ceremony on May 12 at 
the Barclays Center.  

The LIU community recognized Brook-
lyn cultural leader and President of Brook-
lyn Academy of Music (BAM), Karen Brooks 
Hopkins, and awarded her an LIU Honorary 
Doctorate. Hopkins has played a transfor-
mative role in broadening and redefi ning 
Brooklyn’s cultural landscape through pre-
mier performing arts programming at BAM 
and its affi liates in Downtown Brooklyn.

Political Science Major Named Valedictorian 
Navil Infante, an Honors student and Polit-

ical Science major, was named valedictorian 
of the 2015 graduating class and presented 
the student address during Commencement 
ceremonies. Infante was awarded New York 
City’s prestigious Jeannette K. Watson Fel-

lowship and worked at a national nonprofi t 
organization and a leading multinational 
law fi rm. Infante will spend her last Watson 
Fellow internship in Costa Rica teaching 
English to children from impoverished com-
munities. 

Distinction and Scholarship

A crowd of nearly 10,000 graduates, proud 
families, guests, and university offi cials 
gathered at Commencement 2015 to celebrate 
the achievements of 291 doctoral candidates, 
1,068  master’s degree candidates, 88 dual 
bachelor’s/master’s candidates, 825 bac-
calaureate students, 20 associate’s degree 
recipients, and 67 who have completed ad-
vanced certifi cates.

Geographically, the class represents 
35 states and 40 nations from 6 continents 
around the world. It included 235 interna-
tional students, decorated service veterans, 
and award-winning student athletes. A large 

number of students graduated with honors: 
8 with distinction in honors; 61 with hon-
ors designation; 78 Summa Cum Laude; 62 
Magna Cum Laude; and 146 Cum Laude.  

Degrees and certifi cates were conferred 
to graduates of LIU Brooklyn, LIU Global, 
LIU Pharmacy, and LIU Hudson. 

For more information on the LIU Brooklyn 
Commencement ceremonies, visit www.liu.
edu/brooklyn/commencement. 

LONG ISLAND UNIVERSITY

LIU is one of the nation’s largest private 
universities. Since its founding in 1926, LIU 
has provided high quality academic programs 
taught by world-class faculty.  LIU offers 500 
accredited programs to more than 20,000 stu-
dents and has a network of over 200,000 alumni 
that includes leaders in industries across the 
globe. Visit liu.edu for more information.

LIU Brooklyn Honors Class of 2015 
with Commencement Celebration
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Implant.....................$995
Intergrated Post...........$0
Crown.......................$995
Total.......................$1990

CHOOSE EXCELLENCE
Vincent M. Cefola, D.D.S.
Roger Chehova, D.D.S.

1865 Williamsbridge Road
Bronx, NY 10461

718-892-2042
cefola-chehova@optimum.net

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS!

High Quality 
Comprehensive 
Dentistry

Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

SPRING SPECIAL

$500
OFF

New patients only - by appointment only.
Must mention promotion at time of booking.

1760 CROSBY AVE, BRONX, NY 10461

FREE FAST DELIVERY
718 597-4992
 718 597-4993 
718 597-4994

FAX: 718 597-4995

Available In Half Trays
and Whole Trays

FULL GOURMET CATERING SERVICE AVAILABLE

CHECK OUT OUR FULL CATERING MENU ONLINE AT

MANGIASBRICKOVEN.COM

FIND US ON:

Custom Made Hot or Cold 3 - 6 foot Heroes...
All Food Made Fresh On The Premises

Let Us Do The Work For Your Special Occasion!
No Party Too Large!

Appetizers, Sides, Salads, Pastas, Brick Oven Pastas, 
Chicken and Veal Dishes, Eggplant Dishes, Sausage Dish-

es, Seafood Dishes, Desserts...and More...

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Pelham Bay is home to a 

new eyewear shop.
Change iWear opened in 

March on Crosby Avenue, re-
placing and renovating an op-
tical store that previously oc-
cupied the space.

Owner Albert Plishtiyev, 
26, spent the fi rst part of his 
career in the optical industry 
as a manager at highly traf-
fi cked locations of Cohen’s 
Fashion Optical. 

He had been making sacri-
fi ces for the past few years to 
realize his dream of opening 
his own shop, and was excited 
when the opportunity pre-

Change iWear opens on Crosby Ave.
sented itself.

“I’ve just always wanted to 
do this,” said Plishtiyev.

A licensed optician, 
Plishtiyev said he combines 
his knowledge of lenses and 
frame fi tting with personal 
service to create a great expe-
rience for the customer.

“The customer service is 
another level.”

Plishtiyev said he’s incred-
ibly passionate about what he 
does.

“I enjoy the feeling of help-
ing people to see clearly and 
look good.”

Plishtiyev also enjoys 
giving back to his commu-
nity, and so he will donate a 
portion of his profi ts to The 
Bubble Foundation, an orga-
nization that partners with 
schools to provide health and 
wellness education.

“I believe education is the 
most essential thing,” said 
Plishtiyev.

The businessman wants 
his store to do good and con-
tribute to change in people’s 
lives.

“That’s what the name rep-
resents.”

He said he hopes to encour-
age other local businesses to 
give back as well.

Plishtiyev also believes 
that eyewear should be af-
fordable, and is happy to 
create competition among 
optical shops in the neighbor-
hood. He offers a wide range 
of styles and prices that start 
at $45. 

“I offer affordable deals for 
everyone,” he said. “I feel ev-
eryone should be able to wear 
designer frames at reasonable 
prices.”

Plishtiyev is offering grand 
opening specials that include 
free single-vision lenses with 
any frames and free eye-ex-
ams with purchases. An oph-
thalmologist is in-house two 
days a week.

The store specializes in 
high defi nition and high-end 
progressive lenses, including 
Varilux lenses, said Plishti-
yev, and offers transition 
lenses, anti-refl ective lenses, 
ultra-thin and light lenses, as 
well as contact lenses.

Change iWear, at 1755 
Crosby Ave., is open seven 
days a week.

I feel everyone 
should be able 

to wear designer 
frames at 

reasonable prices.
Albert Plishtiyev

Albert Plishtiyev, the owner of the new Change iWear in Pelham Bay. 
 Community News Group / Jaime Williams
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Thursday and Friday, May 14th & 15th  3:00pm – 8:00pm
Saturday, May 16th  9:00am – 5:00pm

Monday thru Wednesday, May 18th - 20th  3:00pm – 8:00pm

NOW REGISTERING FOR OUR SUMMER
PERFORMING ARTS DAY CAMP AND SUMMER CLASSES

#1 Studio For The Past 34 Years!
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPIONS!

www.fancyfeet.com
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SECURITY DRUGS

“In my twenty years 
as a pharmacist, I’m 

happy to work for 

they take care of their 
customers.”

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist

FREE
DELIVERYWe Now Accept WIC

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A Queens family charged 

in a recent international drug 
bust allegedly used a Hunts 
Point produce warehouse for 
their operation’s narcotics-
traffi cking.    

On Thursday, May 7, Brook-
lyn federal court charged hus-
band and wife defendants 
Gregorio, 59, and Eleonora 
Gigliotti, 54, their son An-
gelo, 34, and Franco Fazio, 56, 
a relative and Italian citizen 
with conspiracy to import co-
caine, conspiracy to possess 
with intent to distribute co-
caine, importation of cocaine, 
and attempted possession of 
cocaine.

The Gigliotti defendants 
are also facing an unlawful 
use and possession of fi rearms 
charge after law enforcement 
uncovered their extensive 
weapons cache.

These charges are refl ec-
tive of their participation in 
an international drug traffi ck-
ing operation between July 1, 
2014 and this past March 11 
and corresponds with the ar-
rest of 13 Italian defendants 
on related drug-traffi cking 
charges between the United 

Hunts Point warehouse stored drugs: Feds
States and Italian law enforce-
ment agencies.

Fazio was one of 13 arrested 
and he will face charges in It-
aly before being extradited to 
the U.S. to face the supersed-
ing charges raised against 
him.

The Gigliotti defendants 
remain in stateside custody 
while being additionally 
charged with alleged narcot-
ics-traffi cking offenses by the 
Italian authorities.     

The family owned and op-
erated several businesses in-
cluding Cucino Amodo Mio 
Italian restaurant and pizzeria 
in Corona and a Fresh Farms 
Produce Export Corporation 
warehouse located at 330B Ca-
sanova Street in Hunts Point 
which were allegedly utilized 
for their drug traffi cking op-
erations.

These charges resulted 
from a lengthy probe con-
ducted by HIS and the FBI us-
ing court-authorized wiretaps 
and physical surveillance un-
covering between last October 
and December, the defendants 
had allegedly imported over 55 
kilograms of cocaine into the 
states from Costa Rica which 

law enforcement recovered. 
Last October, law enforce-

ment intercepted a cassava 
shipment from Costa Rica 
bound for Fresh Farms which 
contained approximately 40 
kilograms of cocaine con-
cealed inside cardboard boxes 
of cassava.

Prior to its arrival, Gigliotti 
allegedly visited Costa Rica 
with approximately $400,000 
in cash which she delivered to 
the sources of supply.

In September, Fazio alleg-
edly traveled from Italy to 
New York then Costa Rica to 
deliver another $170,000 in 
cash to the suppliers. 

The following December, 
a second Costa Rican cassava 
shipment bound for Fresh 
Farms was blocked and ap-
proximately 15 kilograms hid-
den within cardboard boxes of 
produce were seized.

Before this shipment ar-
rived, Fazio allegedly made 
two additional trips to Costa 
Rica to meet with sources 
there.

On March 11, the Gigliottis 
were arrested while law en-
forcement searched both Cu-
cino Amodo Mio and the cou-

ple’s home.
In the restaurant, police 

seized a 12 gauge shotgun, a 
loaded .357 magnum Trooper 
revolver, a loaded .22 caliber 
Colt pistol, a loaded .38 cali-
ber Charter Arms revolver, a 9 
mm Keltec pistol, a .762 Czech 
pistol, a .38 caliber Derringer 
with a defaced serial number, 
ammunition magazines, loose 
ammunition, two handgun 
holsters, brass knuckles, and 
more than $100,000 in cash.

Inside the couple’s resi-

dence, agents recovered a 
loaded .45 caliber Llama hand-
gun and more than $18,000 in 
cash.

If the Gigliottis are con-
victed, they face a potential 
mandatory minimum sen-
tence of 15 years imprison-
ment.

The Brooklyn defendants 
will be arraigned at a later 
date before United States Dis-
trict Judge Raymond J. Dea-
rie.

Fresh Farms Export Corp. warehouse located at 330B Cassanova Street 
in Hunts Point was allegedly used to facilitate an international drug traf-
fi cking operation. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Restaurant & Bar

FRIDAY
SATURDAYDJ’S
10

PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU
ON-LINE AT:

WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR 
PARTY ROOM.

Home Of The Aged
Black Angus

Steak

Book Your Party At The Wolf...

All You Can Eat 16.95

FRESH FRUITS,  FRESHLY BAKED CROISSANTS, BAGELS, MUF-
FINS, DANISH AND ROLLS SCRAMBLED EGGS, EGGS BENE-

DICT, BACON, IRISH SAUSAGE AND HOMEFRIES, PANCAKES, 
FRENCH TOAST, QUICHES, CHICKEN STIR FRY, CARVING 

ROAST AND DESSERTS SERVED WITH 1/2
PITCHERS OF BLOODY MARY’S OR MIMOSA’S

The Wicked Wolf
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Filmmaker Chris Raffaele performs in the fi lm presented at the festival. 
 Photos courtesy of Chris Raffaele

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A bit of Hollywood glamour is com-

ing to Throggs Neck in a fi lm festival 
scheduled this weekend. 

Locust Point fi lmmaker Jerry 
Landi, a veteran of the fi lm festival cir-
cuit as the maker of horror fi lms, is the 
coordinator of the Reel Bronx Interna-
tional Film Festival scheduled for Fri-
day, May 15 to Sunday, May 17. 

The festival will feature a mixture 
of local borough fi lmmakers, and those 
coming from as far away as Florida or 
even the United Kingdom, explained 
Landi. 

“It is amazing how many fi lmmak-
ers there are in the Bronx that no one 
knows anything about,” said Landi, 
who added “We set up a full weekend 
of fi lms to start off, and hopefully next 
year it will be a lot bigger.” 

The screenings will feature an in-
troduction by the directors, as well as a 
question and answer sessions after the 
screenings with the fi lmmakers and ac-
tors, he said. 

Eight of the festival’s fi lmmakers are 
from the borough, said Landi, adding 
that it was important that the festival 
be an international festival with sub-
missions from outside of the borough 
to add networking opportunities for the 
fi lmmakers and depth and breath of of-
ferings. 

Among the fi lmmakers who will 
have their work highlighted is Country 
Club native Chris Raffaele, whose fi lm 
The Dash will be highlighted on the in-
vitation only Opening Night Party. 

“I really hope the festival shines a 
light on the Bronx and all the Bronx 
fi lmmakers and actors,” said the fi lm-
maker, who added that The Dash, a 
slice of life drama, was shot at local lo-
cations. 

“In the last fi lm I made, 98% of it was 
shot in the Bronx,” said Raffaele. “And 
in The Dash, four Bronx locations were 
used.” 

First Reel Bronx 
Film Fest to premiere

“It is an honor just to be highlighted,” 
he said of his role in the festival. 

The fi lmmaker said that Landi was 
smart to include fi lmmakers from the 
borough and elsewhere for the interna-
tional festival. 

Landi said that it is common for an 
international festival to be held in a par-
ticular location, and feature local fi lm-
makers, while highlighting fi lms from 
all over the world. 

The festival will take place over the 
weekend at the Locust Point Civic Asso-
ciation’s Civic Center. 

Aside from the invite-only opening 
night, watching a block of fi lms will 
cost $10 and tickets will be sold on a fi rst 
come, fi rst serve basis, he said. 

All of the proceeds from the festival 
will be donated to help the LPCA pay its 
rent on the civic center, said Landi, who 
is also a past LPCA president. 

To learn more about the event or 
fi nd out how you can attend a screen-
ing, please visit their Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/reelbronx-
fi lmfestival. 

The Dash is one of the fi lms featured in the 
upcoming Reel Bronx International Film Fes-
tival.
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10% LESS
Cannot be used on sales items or already discounted 

prices. With this coupon ONLY. Cannot combine offers. 
Expires June 30, 2015

Checks & Major Credit Cards Accepted. Hours: Monday - Friday  7:30 am to 5 pm, Saturday 7:30am to 3pm

We have been a local lumber yard & hardware store for over 40 years, serving our community, with a wide variety of building materials 
that have been available & that are now available. This provides us a lot of experience to assist you in selecting the proper products 
for your repair or renovation job. Whether you are a contractor or a do-it yourselfer, we have the supplies for you.
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Pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter, 
notice is hereby given that the Department of Housing Preservation and Development ("HPD") of 
the City of New York ("City") has proposed the sale of the following City-owned property 
(collectively, "Disposition Area") in the Borough of the Bronx: 

�
  Address          Block/Lot(s) 

          986 Washington Avenue  2369/1 
           988 Washington Avenue  2369/2 

          493 East 164 Street   2369/53 
          489 East 164 Street   2369/54 
          990 Washington Avenue  2369/90 
          491 East 164 Street   2369/153                                                      

 

Under the Supportive Housing Loan Program, HPD funds the rehabilitation or new construction of 
buildings which provide supportive housing for the homeless, people with special needs, and 
other persons of low income.  HPD works with the Department of Homeless Services, the 
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, the Human Resources Administration’s HIV/AIDS 
Services Administration, and other public agencies to ensure that the completed projects receive 
appropriate building security and social services. 
 

Under the proposed project, which consists of the Disposition Area and the privately owned site 
located at Block 2369, Lots 3, 4 and 5 (collectively, the “Project Area”), the City will sell the Dis-
position Area to Morrisania Terrace Housing Development Fund Corporation ("Sponsor") under 
the Supportive Housing Loan Program.  HPD proposes to sell the Disposition Area to the Sponsor 
at the nominal price of One Dollar per tax lot pursuant to Article 16 of the General Municipal Law.  
The Sponsor will also deliver a note and mortgage for the appraised value of the Disposition 
Area, which will be payable only if the Sponsor violates the City's restrictions on the post-sale 
development, use, occupancy, and operation of the property.  The Sponsor will construct a new 
building on the Project Area.  The completed project will provide 94 units for occupancy by home-
less and low income persons, plus one unit for a superintendent. 
 

The appraisal and the proposed Land Disposition Agreement and Project Summary are available 
for public examination at the office of HPD, 100 Gold Street, Room 5-A4, New York, New York on 
business days during business hours. 
 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing will be held on May 27, 2015 at Second Floor 
Conference Room, 22 Reade Street, Manhattan at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter 
may be reached on the calendar, at which time and place those wishing to be heard will be given 
an opportunity to be heard concerning the proposed sale of the Disposition Area pursuant to 
Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter. 
 

Individuals requesting sign language interpreters should contact the Mayor's Office of Contract 
Services, Public Hearings Unit, 253 Broadway, Room 915, New York, New York  10007, (212) 
788-7490, no later than seven (7) business days prior to the public hearing.  TDD users should 
call Verizon relay services. 
 

�
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

KZA Realty Group’s Licensed 
Salesperson, Gina Watson, recently 
celebrated her first deal with the 
commercial real estate brokerage 
and development consulting firm.

Watson, who obtained her As-
sociates Degree in Visual Arts at 
Westchester Community College, 
began her career in real estate with 
KZA Realty Group in 2012 as an Ad-
ministrative Assistant. During that 
time, she worked directly with life-
long friend and mentor, Kathy Za-
mechansky, President of KZA. So 
when it came time to take the next 
step in commercial real estate, she 
says sticking with KZA was an easy 
choice.

In 2013, Watson became a Li-
censed Salesperson which entered 
her into commercial sales and leas-
ing with clients including property 
owners, medical users, retailers, 
restaurants, churches, general of-
fice users, investors and developers. 
She has continued to fulfill the role 
of Administrative Assistant as well, 
by which she drafts all agreements 
and invoices for all KZA agents, 
plans events, and does web design 
and interior and exterior rendering 
design, and research and analysis 
for KZA. Watson has also been work-
ing to obtain her broker’s license as 
she looks forward to broadening her 
scope of work.

* * *

Houlihan-Parnes Realtors, 

LLC, represented by Bryan Houli-
han and James J. Houlihan, an-
nounces the placement of a $2,600,000 
first mortgage on the multi-tenant 
retail building at 3427 Jerome Av-
enue. The 7 year non-recourse loan 
has a fixed rate of 3.6% with Interest 
Only for two years. The loan closed 
with a local bank and is prepayable 
throughout the term of the loan on 
a declining scale. The Borrower also 
has the option to extend the loan for 
an additional 3 years. The Borrower 
was represented by Christie Houli-
han and Stephen Soleymani of Mor-
rison Cohen, LLP and title was pro-
vided by Jim Maloney of The Great 
American Title Company. 

* * *

For talented local juniors hoping 
to become the next Roger Federer or 
Serena Williams, the road could be-
gin at City Parks Foundation’s LA-

COSTE Junior Tennis Academy. 
Tryouts for this scholarship tennis 
academy will be held on Saturday, 
May 16, with check-in from 2 to 3 
p.m. and play beginning at 3 p.m. at 
the USTA/ Billie Jean King National 
Tennis Center in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, Queens.   Fifty players 

between the ages of eight to 16 will 
be selected for the Academy, a free, 
six-week tournament-training pro-
gram held from July – August.

For an application to sign up for 
City Parks Foundation’s LACOSTE 
Junior Tennis Academy tryouts on 
May 16 visit http://www.cityparks-
foundation.org/sports/junior-ten-
nis-academy/.    For more information 
on the program, call 718-760-6999 or 
email sports@cityparksfoundation.
org.

* * *

U.S.  Congressman José E. Ser-

rano announced $130,000 in federal 
funding from the National Endow-
ment for the Arts for six arts and 
cultural organizations in the Bronx 
that will be doing work in the 15th 
Congressional district. The six or-
ganizations are: the Bronx Council 
on the Arts, the Bronx Documentary 
Center, Dancing in the Street, Eu-
genio Maria de Hostos Community 
College Foundation, the Pregones 
Touring Puerto Rican Theatre Col-
lection, and the Women’s Housing 
and Economic Development Corpo-
ration. 

The funding will be distributed 
as follows: Bronx Council on the 
Arts, Inc., $25,000; Bronx Documen-
tary Center Inc, $15,000; Dancing 
in the Street, Inc., $20,000; Eugenio 
Maria de Hostos Community Col-
lege Foundation, $30,000; Pregones 
Touring Puerto Rican Theatre Col-
lection, Inc., $30,000; and Women’s 
Housing and Economic Development 
Corporation, $10,000.

* * * 

A St. Jean Baptiste High 

School student from the Bronx has 
been accepted into Macaulay Honors 
College. As part of this prestigious 
program, senior Marienela Heredia 
will receive a full undergraduate tu-
ition scholarship to attend John Jay 
College starting fall 2015.

 Selected for academic merit and 
leadership potential, Macaulay stu-
dents enroll as undergraduates in 
one of eight CUNY colleges, includ-
ing John Jay College, and take ad-
ditional courses designed to build 
critical thinking skills. The four-
year program allows students to 
study with outstanding faculty who 
are dedicated teachers and accom-
plished scholars.

As a member of Macaulay Hon-
ors College, Heredia will also re-
ceive a laptop, up to $7,500 from the 
Opportunities Fund for global re-
search and a Cultural Passport that 
provides reduced admission at New 
York museums and other arts and 
cultural venues.

KZA salesperson closes fi rst deal 
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� AFFORDABLE - ONE OF THE LOWEST 
    PRIVATE TUITIONS IN THE COUNTRY

��A QUALITY, PRIVATE EDUCATION 

��HANDS-ON LEARNING IN OUR 
    STATE-OF-THE-ART EXERCISE 
    SCIENCE FACILITIES, RIGHT 
    ON CAMPUS

��RECOGNIZED BY THE NATIONAL 
    STRENGTH AND CONDITIONING 
    ASSOCIATION (NSCA) AS AN 
    EDUCATION RECOGNITION 
    PROGRAM (ERP)

� FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING - DAYS, 
    NIGHTS and WEEKENDS

� TWO AREAS OF CONCENTRATION -
     CLINICAL TRACK- PREPARES STUDENTS 
    FOR ENTRY INTO GRADUATE HEALTH 
    PROGRAMS LIKE: PHYSICAL THERAPY 
    & EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGY, ETC. 
      
    PERFORMANCE TRACK- PREPARES 
    STUDENTS TO WORK IN DIVERSE FIELDS 
    LIKE: STRENGTH & CONDITIONING, 
    PERSONAL TRAINING and WEIGHT 
    LOSS MANAGEMENT, TO NAME A FEW.

EARN YOUR B.S. IN EXERCISE SCIENCE.
A FIELD PROJECTED TO GROW 19%* OVER THE NEXT DECADE

DOBBS FERRY  |  MANHATTAN  |  BRONX  |  YORKTOWN HEIGHTS  |  ONLINE

* As noted by the Bureau of Labor Statistics - BLS.gov
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(Above) Samuel Forrest is having a great 
time behind the wheel during NYISE’s event. 
 Photo courtesy of NYISE

On Thursday, April 30, more than 100 pre-
schoolers and elementary school students 
with developmental delays at the New York 
Institute for Special Education had the 
chance to climb aboard a fi re truck, cherry 
picker, an ice cream truck, a tractor, a golf 
cart and many other ‘big wheels’ as the 
culmination of their transportation and ve-
hicles unit study.

NYISE’S ‘BIG WHEELS’ EVENT

Jazmine Sequi is delighted to be aboard a 
Suzuki sportbike. 
 Photo courtesy of NYISE

(No particular order) Health and wellness instructors Patty Haney, Chrys Napolitano, Sher-
riy Cropper-Kranstein, Gina Fillippone, Brian Salazar and Ann Kelly, along with Senator Jeff 
Klein, promote health at the Locust Point Civic Association’s Wellness Day event. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

The Locust Point Civic Association, located on 3241 Tierney Place, held a Wellness Day event 
on Sunday, May 3. Senator Jeff Klein and LPCA board member Chrys Napolitano attended 
the event.

LOCUST POINT CIVIC HOLDS WELLNESS DAY

Guests and employees enjoy pre-prom festivities at the NYC Department of Probation’s and 
South Bronx NeON’s Fairy Godmother Initiative. Photo by Edwin Soto

The NYC Department of Probation hosted a Fairy Godmother Initiative at the South Bronx 
Neighborhood Opportunity Network, located at 198 E. 161st Street, on Saturday, May 2. For 
the event, NYC Department of Probation commissioner Ana Bermudez, offi cers, judges, at-
torneys and other members of law enforcement, in collaboration with South Bronx NeON, 
provided prom wear for high school girls planning for their prom at no cost.  Participants 
brought canned goods to benefi t the NeON Nutrition Kitchen while also receiving style tips 
and motivational device.

PREPARING FOR A PROM 

The children of St. Raymond’s Elementary School in Parkchester held their annual spring 
show on Tuesday, April 28. They sang songs for their parents, friends and relatives. 

ST. RAY’S HOLDS ANNUAL SPRING SHOW

The 1st graders performed ‘Thank You for the Music’. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Walkers honored Anne Marbury Hutchinson by participating in the JanesWalk along the 
Hutchinson River. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

A JanesWalk in honor of Anne Marbury Hutchinson took place at the Hutchinson River on 
Saturday, May 2. The walk, which is one of the JanesWalk events currently taking place, 
began at the Pelham Bay Park landfi ll entrance near the Winged Victory Memorial and con-
tinued to the Hutchinson River.

JANESWALK HONORS ANNE HUTCHINSON
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MILEABUICKGMC.COM

^Covers only scheduled oil changes with filter, tire rotations and 27 point inspections, according to your vehicle's recommended maintenance schedule for up to 2 years or 24,000 miles, whichever comes first. Does not include air filters. Maximum of 4 service
events. See participating dealer for other restrictions and complete details. †Whichever comes first, from date of purchase. See participating dealer for limited warranty details.*Price(s) include all costs to be paid by consumer, except for licensing costs,
registration fees & taxes. ^Cannot be combined with any other offers. To qualified buyers. Photos are illustrative only. Prices may vary. See dealer for details. Offers end 5/31/15. NYCDCA#0927744, DMVFAC#7070432 ©2015 BOCPARTNERS.COM

3211 EAST TREMONT AVE., BRONX, NY
SHOWROOM HOURS: MON-THURS:9-8 • FRI:9-7 • SAT:9-5 888.293.8472

For a full listing of our outstanding Certified 
Pre-Owned and Pre-Owned vehicles visit:

YOUR QUALITY
PRE-OWNED

SUPER CENTER!
AutoGroup

2-YEAR/
24,000-MILE^

CPO SCHEDULED 
MAINTENANCE PLAN

12-MONTH/
12,000-MILE†

BUMPER-TO-BUMPER 
WARRANTY

POWERTRAIN
LIMITED 

WARRANTY

172-POINT
VEHICLE INSPECTION
AND RECONDITIONING

PROCESS

Every Certified Pre-Owned Vehicle Comes With Owner Care, Featuring:

$28,691

$15,995

2010 Honda Accord EX Sedan.......................$14,491
FWD, 5-Spd Man, 2.4L, I4, Stk#8847U, 51,000mi.  

2010 Subaru Forester 2.5X ................................$14,991
AWD, Auto, 2.5L, H4, Stk#8841U, 55,000mi. 

2012 Subaru Legacy Limited .............................$18,491
AWD, Auto CVT, 2.5L, H4, Stk#8810U, AWD, 25,000mi

2014 Buick Verano ........................................................$18,883
FWD, Auto, 2.4L, I4, Stk#8750U, 7,000mi

2012 Subaru Outback 3.6R Limited .........$20,995
AWD, Auto, 3.6L H6, Stk#8711U, 38,000mi.

2015 Subaru Forester 2.5X.................................$20,995
AWD, Auto CVT, 2.5L, H4, Stk#8728U, 8,000mi.

2013 Subaru Crosstrek Limited......................$23,891
AWD, Auto CVT, 2.0L, H4, Stk#8805U, 9,000mi.

2014 Chevrolet Equinox LT.................................$24,991
AWD, Auto, 2.4L, I4, Stk#8813U, AWD, 20,000mi.

2011 GMC Acadia SLT................................................$25,991
AWD, Auto, 3.6L, V6, Stk#8866U, 39,000mi

2012 GMC Yukon SLT 4x4 ...................................$35,991
4WD, Auto, 5.3L, V8, Stk#8853U, 44,000mi.

M
E
M

ORIAL DAY

SALES E

V
E

N
T

$15,991

FWD, Auto, 3.6L, V6, Stk#8811U, 38,000mi.
2014 Chevrolet Impala LT

FWD, Auto, 3.6L, V6, Stk#8716U, 46,000mi
2010 Buick LaCrosse CXS

AWD, Auto, 3.6L, V6, Stk#8831U, 25,000mi.

$22,991

AWD, Auto, 2.4L, I4, Stk#8831U, 36,000mi.
2014 GMC Terrain SLE-1 2014 GMC Terrain SLT-2

AutoGroup YOUR QUALITYYOUR QUALITY
PRE-OWNED

SUPER CENTER!
PRE-OWNED

SUPER CENTER!
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THE THROGGSCheck out
These Stores In The
Throggs Neck Mall!

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Queen #1 - Manicure and Pedicure $20
Queen #2 - Hair and Make-Up $75
Queen #3 - Hair, Make-Up, Nails $100
Queen #4 - Hair, Make-Up, Nails and
                   Teethwhitening $150

For All Your Marketing Needs

Design & Printing, Promotional Items, Websites & more
MAS

In The
Courtyard
Near the

Alley Cat Cafe
347-621-1799

THROGGS NECK’S ONLY ICE CREAM PARLOR!

FEATURING GUILT FREE SELECTIONS INCLUDING

FAT FREE, NON-DAIRY, SUGAR FREE, AND GLUTEN FREE

Now Featuring 
Uncle Louie G’s 
Italian Ices and 

Ice Cream

Large Ice Cream Sheet Cakes $30
Birthday Cakes Starting at $20

In The Courtyard Near the
Alley Cat Cafe

Business Cards (500 ct.) $29.95
2’ by 4’ Banner $39.95

10% OFF Promotional Items

Prom Queen Specials:

MARKETING & ADVERTISING SOLUTIONS
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Café.NECK MALL

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings,
Video, Live Bands

Disc Jockeys Available

Call 646-261-0170
or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or

www.justnutsmusic.net

Home Of The

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

Distinguished Homes & Properties
Cell:  917-957-6800
3602 E Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

Larry “Large” Weinstein

237 Quincy Avenue
Large semi-attached Tri-Level house in the 
Throggs Neck Section of the Bronx.  Five 
bedrooms and 2.5 baths with garage and 
backyard.  Hardwood fl oors. Great for Large 
Family.

$389,900

266 Pennyfi eld Avenue
Solid Brick Semi-Detached one family home 

on the outskirts of Silver Beach in the Throggs 
Neck Section of the Bronx.  Three bedroom 
duplex with open kitchen, dining and living 

room.  Garage and fi nished basement leads to 
beautiful back yard.  Bathroom on every fl oor.

$399,900

3250 Giegerich Place
Gorgeous Single Family Home on over sized 
lot (41 x 100). Ten beautiful rooms which in-
clude 4 big bedrooms / 3 full and 1 half bath-
room, modern kitchen, massive living room 
and dining room which leads out to deck and 
pool.  Washer and dryer are located on main 
fl oor.  Nice In-Law apartment with separate 
entrance.  Grounds are beautiful and meticu-
lously kept.

$659,000Offi ce/Retail Space 

Available in the 

Throggs Neck Mall 

Call 917-232-2375
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We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE

BEYOND CARPET CLEANING
CARPET  |  TILE & GROUT  |  HARDWOOD  |  UPHOLSTERY
1-800-STEEMER® | stanleysteemer.com

PROUD TO BE THE FIRST CARPET 
CLEANING SERVICE CERTIFIED
asthma & allergy friendly™

Residential only; cannot be used for water emergency services. Must present promotion code at time of service. Valid at 
participating locations only. Combined living areas, L-shaped rooms and rooms over 300 sq. ft. are considered 2 areas. 
Baths, halls, large walk-in closets and area rugs are priced separately. Offer does not include protector. Offer not applicable 
���������	�
��������������������������	���	����������������
�������������������������	������
��	����������
�
������	���
Additional furnace units will be charged separately. Sectional sofas may not be separated. Sofas over 7 ft. and certain 
fabrics may incur additional charges. Offer not applicable to leather furniture. Offer does not include protector. Only Stanley 
�������� �	�
��� ���	���� �	�� ����� ��������asthma & allergy friendly.™ ASTHMA & ALLERGY FRIENDLY and 
����������!!"#$%�'#(")*!%�!�$������+���/���������1
�������������1
�����!!"#$%����)*�#*��!(�(�"*��
The ASTHMA AND ALLERGY FOUNDATION OF AMERICA is a Registered Trademark of AAFA.

Cleaning Completed By 6/15/15      ������������MAY2

SPRING CLEANING SPECIAL
$25 0FF

asthma & allergy friendly™ +���/���������	�
����+������+	������
��������	��
Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

ANY SERVICE OF $150 OR MORE

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Dedication to the culinary 

arts and good grades are a rec-
ipe for success for two Bronx 
students, who were winners of 
a highly-competitive cooking 
competition.

On Friday, April 17, Ca-
reers Through Culinary Arts 
Program celebrated a record-
ing breaking 25th year in 
awarding more than $750,000 
in culinary scholarships and 
opportunities to New York 
public high school students 
and alumni during its New 
York Awards Breakfast at the 
Pierre Hotel.

Harry S. Truman High 
School honor students and 
twin sisters, Amia and 
Araina Chase were declared 
the Bronx’s 2015 scholarship 
winners bringing home al-
most $30,000 in college schol-
arships.

Amia was awarded the Res-
taurant School at Walnut Hill 
Associates Degree Half-Tu-
ition Scholarship for $19,650 
while Araina is the proud re-
cipient of the Harlem Jazz 
Enterprises Scholarship, a 
$10,000 cash scholarship used 
to pursue Culinary Arts, Pas-

Twins win $30,000 in culinary scholarships
try Arts, Nutrition or Hospi-
tality and be applied to Post-
Secondary school.

“Our family was ecstatic 
when they found out that we 
got our scholarships,” Amia 
shared. “They were happy to 
have some fi nancial burden 
taken off their shoulders for 
paying for education, and that 
we would be able to go to good 
schools and get the education 
to fulfi ll our dreams. They’ve 
already started to talk about 
the names of our future res-
taurants.”

The twins admit they were 
anxious to hear how much 
their hard work and dedica-
tion had paid off and were 
completely surprised by their 
accomplishments.  

Impressive as their victo-
ries are, it has not stopped the 
girls from striving to achieve 
even greater within their 
lives. 

“My career goals are to fi n-
ish culinary school and even-
tually own my own business 
and be a personal chef with 
my own catering business,” 
Araina revealed.

“My top three goals follow-
ing my scholarship to The Res-

taurant School at Walnut Hill 
in Philadelphia is to gradu-
ate at the top 10% of my class, 
travel the world, and gain as 
much experience as I can,” 
Amia expressed. “In 10 years, 
I’ll have started a restaurant 
with my sister and branch-
ing out with my catering busi-
ness.”

Their inspiration in pur-
suing culinary arts literally 
runs in the family which both 
described as being ‘centered 
around food’ as well as their 

older sister, Anjoli, a John 
& Wales University gradu-
ate who shared her culinary 
knowledge with her younger 
siblings.

The twins said their C-
CAP Competition experience 
was like working in a real 
restaurant, sometimes hectic 
and time consuming, but well 
worth their participation.

They added the opportu-
nity this competition pre-
sented in receiving culinary 
school scholarships to help 

pay for their college education 
was too good to pass up and ul-
timately inspired them to keep 
moving forward.

“It was no easy feat I can tell 
you that, we both worked very 
hard for these scholarships,” 
Amia said. “I know it will help 
me to reach every goal I have 
set for myself, starting with 
graduating from college.” 

“Positivity and courage are 
key ingredients to a career in 
the culinary arts,” Araina 
shared. “My motto has helped 
me stay focused and can be 
used outside of the kitchen, 
‘Don’t let anything bring you 
down and keep working as 
best as you can’.”

The twins would like to 
thank their family for being 
supportive; Jeff Brylski, their 
high school culinary teacher 
for coaching them through 
the competition; every C-CAP 
donor and supporter for be-
lieving in young people when 
most do not; and especially 
Richard Grausman, C-CAP 
founder and Susan Robbins, 
C-CAP president, for creat-
ing and running the Careers 
Through Culinary Arts Pro-
gram.

C-CAP’s Bronx winners: (l-r) Araina and Amia Chase, Harry S. Truman High 
School students and twin sisters. Photo by Jerry Ruotolo Photography
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097
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Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and the 
New York Business Initiative Corporation 
hosted the 17th annual Bronx Bankers Break-
fast at Villa Barone Manor on Friday, May 8. 
The event was attended by over 400 fi nan-
cial leaders, business owners, real estate 
brokers, accountants, attorneys and tech-
nical assistance providers.  William C. Dud-
ley, president of the Federal Reserve Bank 
of New York, served as this year’s keynote 
speaker.

BP DIAZ, BUSINESS INITIATIVE CORP
HOST BANKERS BREAKFAST

(Above) Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. (c) 
poses with (l-r) Marlene Cintron, president 
of the Bronx Overall Economic Development 
Corporation; Bryan Doran, Popular Bank; 
Rafael Sanchez, Popular Bank; and Madeline 
Marquez, president of the Business Initiative 
Corporation of New York. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. presents 
the keynote speaker William C. Dudley (r) 
with a Bronx County Historical Society blan-
ket. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Bujar Nushani, president of Albania, and his 
wife Odeta recently visited St. Barnabas Hos-
pital, 4422 Third Avenue. The president and 
fi rst lady of Albania met with staff members 
of the hospital, including Dr. Sulejman Celaj, 
director of the Cardiac Catheterization Lab 
and Interventional Cardiology Program at 
St. Barnabas Hospital, Dr. Azem Dushaj, Dr. 
Ermal Molla and Dr. Blerim Arifi .

PRESIDENT OF
 ALBANIA VISITS ST.

 BARNABAS

Bujar Nashani (seated) and his wife Odeta 
pose with (l-r) Dr. Sulejam Celaj, Dr. Azem 
Dushaj, Dr. Ermal Molla and Dr. Blerim Arifi . 
 Photo courtesy of St. Barnabas Hospital

On Saturday, May 9, the Bronx Zoo hosted ‘Birds in Flight’, a free-fl ight bird show as part of 
May’s Migration Month activities. Presented by Jet Blue, ‘Birds in Flight’ will have two shows 
every Saturday and Sunday this month.

BIRDS TAKE FLIGHT AT BRONX ZOO

The largest parrots in the world, Scarlet Macaws eagerly greet ‘Birds in Flight’ visitors. 
 Photo by Julie Larsen Maher, Wildlife Conservation Society

A Turkey Vulture takes fl ight above Saturday’s Bronx Zoo attendees. 
 Photo by Julie Larsen Maher, Wildlife Conservation Society
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MAY EXTRAVAGANZA!

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Injections

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST LASER TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

LAZER HAIR 
“REMOVAL” 

EXTRAVAGANZA
Get Ready for 

Summer!
TRADE THE RAZOR FOR THE LAZER!

Free consultation. Limited time offer.

GIFT
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal    

Botox  

Fillers 

 Skin Tightening 

Sclerotherapy

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

BEFORE

AFTER

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert Graziosa 
has been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led many 
patients to live 
more happy and 
healthy lives.

B
E

FO
R

E
A

F
TE

R

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

3611A East Tremont Ave. 
Bronx, NY

347-281-5576

BECAUSE OF OUR 

TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start hCG  
Weight Loss Program

LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 
20–40 lb. LIGHTER

LOSE  
½–2 lb. PER DAY
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The crowd had a great time dancing to Julian Vasquez’s ‘El Diamante De Salsa’. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

On Saturday, May 9, the Southern Boulevard Business Improvement District partnered with 
Marketing & Advertising Solutions Inc. in presenting ‘Salsa in the Park’, a Mother’s Day week-
end special at Monsignor Raul Del Valle Square.  This event promoted local shopping and 
raised awareness of new local businesses such as the Children’s Place, Rainbow, Sesinko 
clothing store, and many others.  Highlights of this weekend event included modern musi-
cal and classical performances by Gilberto Colon, Jr. with ‘Ensalada de Pulpo’ and Julian 
Vasquez’s ‘El Diamante De Salsa’ with his orchestra and former all-star Fania members.   

BID HOLDS ‘SALSA IN THE PARK’

The First Annual Mother’s Day Celebra-
tion and Scavenger Hunt on the Allerton 
Avenue commercial corridor was held on 
Saturday, May 9.  The event was hosted 
by the Bronx Chamber of Commerce, the 
Allerton Avenue International Merchants, 
and Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj.   Mer-
chants displayed their products, and 
participants received the offi cial Allerton 
Avenue Business Directory. Assemblyman 
Gjonaj greatly assisted with the commer-
cial beautifi cation project, providing fl ow-
ers and soil for the fl ower pots along the 
corridor.  This event helped to stimulate 
business in the area and celebrated Moth-
er’s Day. Senator Jeff Klein, Senator Ruth 
Hassell-Thompson, Councilman James 
Vacca and Councilman Ritichie Torres 
represent parts of the shopping strip and 
surrounding communities and have been 
supportive of the commercial revitaliza-
tion efforts. 

ALLERTON 
MOTHER’S

DAY
EVENTT

Participants in the celebration, including As-
semblyman Mark Gjonaj and Bronx Chamber 
of Commerce chief of staff Michelle Dolgow, 
are pictured in front of The Sanz. 
 Photo courtesy of the Bronx Chamber of Commerce

Physician’s assistant Margaret Montoya 
helps bandage up Shawn Edding’s teddy 
bear. Photo by Laura Stone

Siblings Dominick and Lindsay DiLattista 
brought teddy friends Spiderman and Elsa 
to be examined. Photo by Laura Stone

Members of Girl Scout troops 1089, 1091, 1095 and 1096 based out of St. Theresa’s School 
brought their stuffed animals to the hospital. Photo by Laura Stone

Montefi ore Medical Center’s Wakefi eld Emergency Department hosted the hospital’s an-
nual Teddy Bear Hospital where youngsters bring their ‘sick’ stuffed animals to the ED and 
walk through registration, triage, treatment and discharge.  The event educates kids about 
health, and this year’s event focused on prevention, helping kids learn from an early age 
how to manage their health and avoid hospitalization.

TEDDY BEAR ‘CLINIC’ AT MONTEFIORE

The Forum for Italian American Educators hosted their annual scholarship awards cere-
mony on Tuesday, May 5 at the Enrico Fermi Library in Belmont. Scholarship awards were 
presented to six young Italian American students, and were made possible through the 
proceeds of FIAME’s dinner dance and journal.

FIAME PRESENTS SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

(l-r) FIAME member Fran Coglitore, scholarship winners Nicholas DiLillo, Mathew Baffuto, 
Erica Ferrara, Sara Rose Monahan, Christina Ciccone and Sabrina Musto, and FIAME member 
Maryann Ventrilli Gorman. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

A petting zoo visited St. Raymond Elementary 
School on Friday, May 8.  Pre-k, kindergarten 
and fi rst grade students had the chance to 
see and pet ponies, a pot-belly pig, rabbits, 
chickens, ducks, lambs, sheep and goats on 
the plaza in front of St. Raymond Church.

PETTING ZOO AT
ST. RAYMOND’S

Hailey Nieves (l)  and Gabby Davis get to pet 
a goat. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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 ride the 
adirondacks 

with us!

ride the 
adirondacks 

with us!

August 23 – 29, 2015
www.cycleadirondacks.com 

Helping Your Child Build a Greater Depth of Understanding in Math

You may have heard education experts, researchers or media outlets refer to mathematics 
curriculum in the United States as being “a mile wide and an inch deep.” The problem with 
math education, according to many, is that U.S. math teachers have historically been asked to 
cover far too many topics in each grade, resulting in students who have only a vague under-
standing of a lot of areas rather than a deep understanding of fewer, more essential topics. 
Students are introduced to advanced concepts haphazardly and before they have had an 
opportunity to master certain basic skills. 

Of course, the Common Core State Standards are changing all that. Researchers “have 
concluded that mathematics education in the United States must become substantially more 
focused and coherent in order to improve mathematics achievement in this country,” (core-
standards.org). As a result, the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics will embody 
these three key shifts: 

How can you help your child learn to apply math and use it as a problem-solving tool? Here 
are 7 few tips for parents when helping their child with homework:

As the Standards for Mathematical Practice state, “students who lack understanding of a 
topic may rely on procedures too heavily.” Although you may not feel equipped to help your 
child through probability and statistics homework, you can nurture his or her acquisition of 
a conceptual understanding of math. Encourage your child to make connections between 
mathematical ideas and life, use reasoning when working on math, and think critically about 
how math plays a role in day-to-day life. To learn more about the Common Core State Stan-
dards for Math, visit corestandards.org.

Huntington applauded the Huntington Learning Center teachers. “Our teachers are here be-
cause they’re passionate about helping children do better in school—many of them working 
here in the evenings after their regular teaching or other jobs, said Huntington. “We are so 
grateful not only to our own teachers at Huntington, but to teachers everywhere who dedicate 
their lives to helping children learn.” 

About Huntington Learning Center 

Huntington is the tutoring and test prep leader. Its certified tutors provide individualized in-
struction in reading, phonics, writing, study skills, elementary and middle school math, Alge-
bra through Calculus, Chemistry, and other sciences. It preps for the SAT and ACT, as well 
as state and standardized exams. Huntington programs develop the skills, confidence, and 
motivation to help students succeed and meet the needs of Common Core State Standards. 
Founded in 1977, Huntington’s mission is to give every student the best education possible.

Learn how Huntington can help at www.huntingtonhelps.com. 
For franchise opportunities please visit www.huntingtonfranchise.com.

Have your child talk through math rules. As your child completes homework, periodically 
have him or her point out to you when a math rule is used and where that rule comes from.
Explain the thinking. Even in the simplest math, have your child explain how he or she draws 
conclusions and why. That cognitive process is becoming more important in math than ever.
Try different methods to solve problems. Children should practice using different ap-
proaches to solving the same problem and identify similarities among those different methods.
Encourage students to visualize math problems. Help your child draw out visual represen-
tations of figures or numbers. For example, your child should be able to show what something (a 
shape, for example) would look like when divided up into fractions.
Have your child talk about wrong answers. Just as students should know how to “construct 
viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others” (per the Common Core State Standards 
for Mathematical Practice), it is helpful for children think through incorrect answers and share 
their conclusions on why a certain answer to a problem is right and another is wrong.
Use math in everyday life. Your child should practice writing down mathematical equations 
and assumptions when trying to solve real-world problems. He or she should use tools to aid 
understanding whenever it makes sense—tools such as graphs, equations and flowcharts.
Pay attention to detail. The new standards expect students to be precise when discussing 
math and working on math problems. Encourage your child to label his or her work, be neat 
and explain the symbols used in various mathematical equations. Precision and accuracy is 
important.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

key math concepts, procedural skills and fluency, and application in situations that require 
mathematical knowledge)
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(l-r)  Bronx Chamber of Commerce president Leny Caro; Eric Trump; BCC chair-
man Joe Kelleher; executive vice president, Management & Development at the 
Trump Organization Ron Lieberman; and general manager, Trump Ferry Point 
Golf Links Joe Roediger. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Senator Ruth Hassel-Thompson; assistant director at Wildlife Conservation 
Society Rosemary deLuca, president of Ensign Engineering Regina Gallagher 
Marengo and vice president Ensign Engineering Carl Cannizzaro. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Editor of the Bronx Times Reporter, John Collazzi; former Bronx Borough 
President Adolfo Carrion Jr. and developer Mark Stagg. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

YMCA directors Sharlene Brown and Andrew Bernstein. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Bronx Chamber of Commerce held its 9th annual charity golf outing 
event at the new  Trump Golf Links at Ferry Point on Wednesday, May 6. In 
addition to the golf tournament, the day featured a lunch and dinner, and 
an auction at the club, with a portion of the event’s proceeds going to the 
Bronx YMCA.

Bronx Chamber Hosts Golf Outing
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The Bronx Chamber of Commerce  
1200 Waters Place, Suite 106, Bronx, NY 10461 718-828-3900 

Thank you to our elected o�cials who represent this area and have been suppor�ve of the

commercial revitaliza�on e�orts. 

NYS Senator 
Je�ery Klein  

NYS Senator 
Ruth Hassell 
Thompson  

NYS Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj 

NYC Councilman 
James Vacca  

NYC Councilman 

Ritchie Torres  

          Allerton Avenue Business Directory y
Available Now: Support Your Local Businesseses 

Pick up your  

directory at  

The Sanz  
815 Allerton Avenue 

Bronx, NY 10467 

Directory Printed by: 
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On Friday, May 8, American Legion Post 19 donated an American fl ag to the Sisters Servants 
of Mary.

FLAG DONATED TO SISTERS SERVANTS OF MARY

(l-r) Edward Deglomini, American Legion Post 19 vice commander stands with Sister Mer-
cedes and Sister Elizabeth of the Sisters Servants of Mary. 
 Photo courtesy of American Legion Post 19

(no particular order) Community Board 10 staff member Susan Duffy, Mary Prince, Assem-
blyman Michael Benedetto, Head of Health committee Debbie Hunt, CB 10 board member 
Bob Bieder, CB 10 chairman Martin Prince, Friends of Pelham Bay Park president Lizbeth 
Gonzalez and others pose during the Healthy Lifestyles Challenge. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Community Board 10 hosted a Healthy Lifestyles Challenge in Pelham Bay Park near Middle-
town Road on Saturday, May 9. The event was held to encourage residents in attendance to 
get active by walking, exercising and performing other healthy activities.

CB 10 ENCOURAGES HEALTHY LIFESTYLES

Lehman College hosted their 2nd annual Global Citizenship Gala at Villa Barone Manor on 
Thursday, May 7. The event honored Michael Max Knobbe, executive director of BronxNet, 
Elias Alcantara, associate director of Intergovernmental Affairs at the White House and 
Marlene Cintron, Bronx Overall Economic Development Corporation president and CEO.

LEHMAN COLLEGE HONORS FOUNDATION 

(l-r) Michael Max Knobbe, Marlene Cintron 
and Elias Alcantara hold their awards after 
being honored. Photo by Edwin Soto

(l-r) Michael Max Knobbe, Marlene Cintron 
and Elias Alcantara hold their awards along-
side Dr. Ricardo Fernandez, president of Leh-
man College, after being honored. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

Thaly Morales from Shrine Church of St. Ann with Fr. Disenso addressing the congregation. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

On Sunday, May 10, a procession of approximately 20 children who made or will make their 
First Holy Communion attended a Mass at St. Patrick’s Home Chapel.  The special event 
featured the crowing of the Blessed Mother and music performed by the chapel’s newly 
formed choir.

FIRST COMMUNION AT ST. PATRICK’S HOME

The Morris Park Community Association held elections on Wednesday, May 13.  Current 
MPCA president Tony Signorile won a second 2-year term to serve as the storied civic as-
sociation’s president by a vote of 16 to 11 over Sal Conforto, the publisher of the blog The 
Bronx Chronicle. 

MPCA HOLDS ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

MPCA board members (l-r) Frankie Agovino, second vice president; Tony Signorile, presi-
dent;  Al D’Angelo, fi rst vice-president and Chris Alessandro, treasurer at the organization’s 
election meeting. Photo by Aracelis Batista

(l-r) Dr. Cary Goodman, 161st Street BID’s executive director; Council Speaker Mark-Viverito; 
and  Mike Rendino, Stan’s Sports Bar owner, in front of the Derek Jeter mural. 
 Photo courtesy of 161st Street BID

On Saturday, May 9, the 161st Street Business Improvement District sponsored its 4th an-
nual Stadium Street Fair across from Yankee Stadium and saw visits from Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito, Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson, Congressman Jose Serrano, and ap-
proximately 25,000 fairgoers. As a special treat for Bronx Bomber fans, 161st Street BID 
sold post cards depicting their Mickey Mantle, Derek Jeter, and Mariano Rivera murals at 
this Bronx Week fair with all funds going towards the Bronx Stadium Gardens and more 
neighborhood art projects. 

161ST STREET BID’S STADIUM STREET FAIR
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Rev. Msgr. Edward M. Barry has 
announced a change in governance for 
Saint Barnabas High School, from a 
parish-based high school to an indepen-
dent high school managed by a Board 
of Trustees. The change in governance 
will be effective as of September 1, 2015, 
when the board will take on responsi-
bility for fi scal oversight of the school, 
as well as institutional advancement, 
student recruitment and alumnae rela-
tions. “This transition in leadership is 
being done to further ensure the sus-
tainability of Saint Barnabas High 
School,” Msgr. Barry stated.

Board Chair Julietta Guarino 
stated, “The board and I are thrilled to 
have this opportunity to help shape the 
future of Saint Barnabas. Many of us 
are alumnae, and all of us believe in the 
mission and opportunities this school 
offers its students and their families. 
Our location, on the border of Yonkers 
and the Bronx, affords our students ac-
cess to world-class NYC cultural insti-
tutions and transportation hubs, with 
the benefi ts of a tree-lined neighbor-
hood campus that includes Saint Barn-
abas Elementary School.”

School leadership will remain the 
same with Sr. Joan Faraone, RJM, Ph.D. 
serving as Principal; Fran Dziuma, 
Vice Principal and Academic Dean; and 
Edward Sullivan continuing as Dean of 
Students, according to Ms. Guarino.

One hundred percent of Saint Barn-
abas High School students are accepted 

St. Barnabas will
become independent

into universities and colleges and more 
than 50 percent receive scholarships 
and grant monies to prestigious institu-
tions such as Harvard, Princeton, NYU, 
Howard University, Manhattan College 
and Fordham University among others.

Sr. Joan Faraone said, “Our dedi-
cated faculty, school community and I 
are looking forward to managing new 
initiatives to aggressively market and 
expand our academic and extracur-
ricular offerings to even more young 
women, as we prepare them for success 
in an increasingly complex and diverse 
world.”

Saint Barnabas High School is ac-
credited by the Middle States Associa-
tion of Secondary Schools. Founded  in 
1924, it is a college preparatory Catholic 
school, with a current enrollment of 218 
young women, and a student-to-faculty 
ratio of 15 to1. The New York State Re-
gents curriculum includes Honors and 
Advanced Placement classes, portfolio 
assessments and online college courses 
credited by Marist College and Mercy 
College.

Students are required to perform 
at least 15 hours of community service 
each school year and are able to take 
advantage of career internships and 
a wide variety of extracurricular ac-
tivities that include chess club, dance 
troupes and basketball, soccer, softball 
and volleyball teams.

Saint Barnabas High School is lo-
cated at 425 East 240th Street. 

On Monday, April 27, students from Holy Family School UPK learned about safety from Sgt 
Mike LoPuzzo and two detectives from the 40th Precinct.

HOLY FAMILY STUDENTS LEARN ABOUT SAFETY CINCO DE MAYO AT HOLY FAMILY SCHOOL

Students in Holy Family School’s UPK 1 celebrated Cinco De Mayo by having a fi esta in the 
classroom

The St. Raymond High School for Boys Photography Club had the opportunity to travel to 
the Brooklyn Botanical Gardens at the end of April.  Learning all aspects of photography 
and composition, the garden’s diverse fl ora was the perfect subject to focus their lens on.  
The garden was littered with budding Cherry Blossom and Magnolias trees, tulips and blue 
bells- all fi tting subject matter for our photographers to capture this spring.

Our Lady of the Assumption School had an in-school fi eld trip for the students on Tuesday, 
May 5. The Nature Company brought a variety of animals, and the students got to interact 
with snakes, chameleons, chinchillas and walking stick insects. 

THE NATURE COMPANY VISITS OLA

ST. RAYMOND PHOTO CLUB TRAVELS TO GARDEN
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Over the past month, students in 
the 9th, 10th and 12th grades at Pres-
ton High School have been learning 
about civic engagement fi rsthand via 
a letter-writing campaign to Senator 
Kirsten Gillibrand.  Dr. Nikolaus Un-
ger of the History Department cre-
ated this project in order to enable stu-
dents, both as members of the Preston 
community and as New Yorkers in 
their own local Bronx communities, to 
exercise their right as citizens to com-
municate with a fi gure in national gov-
ernment elected to represent each and 
every one of their points of view.  One 
hundred twenty two students partici-
pated.  

The students’’ letters focused on 
a wide range of concerns important 
to them and their families: protect-
ing public transportation, creating 
more college opportunities, promot-
ing STEM (science, technology, engi-

Preston students reach out to Sen. Gillibrand
neering and mathematics) education 
at all levels, improving childhood edu-
cation, keeping families and children 
safe, always supporting law enforce-
ment, eliminating gun violence in our 
communities, autism, asthma, breast 
cancer research and sexual assault on 
college campuses and in the military.  

“The goal of this project was two-
fold: to demonstrate that the students 
can easily utilize the tools and skills at 
their disposal to engage with the gov-
ernment via letter-writing while also 
aiding in their development as com-
passionate leaders for change in the 
world,” said Dr. Unger.  Unger added 
that he felt that the overall effort from 
the students was a remarkable success 
and he as well as the students eagerly 
await a response from Senator Gilli-
brand.

(L-r, back row) Loriann Cioffi  (10), Danjela Deda (10), Ashley Nova (10), Kareen Kien (10), Alicia 
Jones (10), Kaycie Santiago (10), Christine Rice (10), Lauren Provencher (10), Awilda Rios (10)
Ashley Vargas (10), (l-r, front row) Charlene Culbengan (9), Melody Nowlan (9), Sarah Ladero 
(9), Jasmine Salem (9), Amanda Maldonado (10), Taylor Iocovello (10), Ava Makris (10), Sarah 
McCarthy (10), Jasmine Valera (10), Sabrina Sanchez (10), and Ashley Smith (10).

The Urban Land Institute (ULI) 
and St. Raymond High School for Boys 
in the Bronx has been part of a three-
year educational initiative, which be-
gins each school-year in the spring. 
The educational program, Urban Plan, 
works with SRHS seniors enrolled in 
an economics course. ULI is a non-
profi t real estate research and educa-
tional organization founded in 1936 
with approximately 33,000 members 
worldwide working in government, ac-
ademia and real estate. Its mission is 
to “provide leadership in the responsi-
ble use of land and in creating and sus-
taining thriving communities world-
wide.”

 UrbanPlan is a realistic, academi-
cally challenging case study program 

St. Raymond High School takes 
part in Urban Plan Program

which supports the curriculum for 
economics and government classes 
for high school juniors and seniors. 
ULI, in partnership with the Fisher 
Center for Real Estate and Urban Eco-
nomics at the University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley, developed UrbanPlan. 
Since its inception in 2002, UrbanPlan 
has involved over 20,000 students in 14 
states. In New York, UrbanPlan has 
been taught in 125 classes and has 
had an impact on more than 3,500 stu-
dents. St. Raymond High School is one 
of the few private schools in New York 
to offer UrbanPlan. The program cul-
minates with a formal presentation of 
the student-generated urban renewal 
plans to a “city council” of real estate 
professionals.

St. Raymond High School for Boys students parwticipate in the Urban Plan Program.

On Sunday, April 26, Preston High 
School’s Compassion Connection So-
cial Outreach Club held their annual 
Cardboard City.  

Cardboard City, attended by 55 stu-
dents,  is a homeless/hunger aware-
ness event, sponsored by Genera-
tionOn, which took place on the south 
lawn of the school.  It was a full day 
event which included talks and dis-
cussions about homelessness while 
students built a cardboard home and 

Preston’s Cardboard City
“lived” in it for a day.  

The students’ only food throughout 
the day is a “soup kitchen line” cup of 
soup and four saltine crackers.  

In addition, the students who par-
ticipated donated 100 canned goods 
and 25 boxes of cereal, and also made 
100 ham-cheese-baloney sandwiches 
for bagged lunches, which were dis-
tributed by Lamp Ministries to the 
homeless on the streets of New York 
City. 

Preston High School’s Compassion Connection Social Outreach Club.

ST. RAYMOND BOYS GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE
(Right) The New York Blood 
Center visited St. Raymond 
High School for Boys on 
April 30, allowing more than 
60 students to help save 
lives by giving blood!
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On April 30, Aquinas High School students were inducted into the following Honor Societies: 
National Honor Society, Spanish Honor Society, French Honor Society, American Technology 
Honor Society and National Art and Junior Art Honor Society.  Students were recognized 
for academic achievement, leadership, character, and service to others in the Aquinas High 
School Community.  Parents, relatives and friends joined in affi rming the accomplishments 
of the inductees.  Pictured are three seniors who received the offi cial honor society cords.

AQUINAS HIGH SCHOOL HONOR SOCIETIES

The 2015 Mount Academic Chal-
lenge took place on Thursday, May 7. 

The re-vamped Academic Olym-
pics is designed to showcase the ac-
ademic excellence of local Catholic 
elementary schools. The 11 teams 
(grades 6-8) had approximately one 
hour to complete subject tests in 
Math, Science, English, Religion or 
Computers while the 5th grades stu-
dents competed in a Spelling Bee.

“This event offers local schools 
the opportunity to come together for 
some healthy competition” said Ad-
missions director, Thomas Fraher.

Mount Academic 
Challenge winners

 The 2015 Mount Academic Chal-
lenge winners:

Team Awards: fi rst place-St. Ga-
briel; second place-St. Paul the Apos-
tle; and third place-Villa Maria Acad-
emy.

 Spelling Bee: fi rst place-Collin 
McGee from St. Paul the Apostle; 
second place-Brendan Byrne from 
St. Margaret of Cortona; and third 
place-Ronan Tuffy from St. John the 
Baptist.

6th Grade Math Contest: fi rst place-
St. Gabriel; second place-St. Eugene; 
and third place-St. Athanasius.

2015 Mount Academic Challenge third place winners.

At the 42nd Annual Eddy Award 
ceremony on Friday, May 8, at the New 
York Archdiocese Instructional Tele-
vision (ITV) Studio in Yonkers, New 
York, St. Catharine Academy captured 
fi ve fi rst place awards for excellence in 
broadcast journalism for the ITV se-
ries “News and Views”.  SCA students 
produced a twenty minute news pro-

Five Eddy Awards
for St. Catharine’s

gram titled “Educating Girls:  An In-
vestment for Society”.  The production 
is the core project of their Communi-
cation Arts class.

St. Catharine Academy received 
the coveted Best News Team Award 
in the high school category which was 
accepted by Francesca DiMarco.  The 
Best News Team Award recognizes 
best general performance, best pro-
gram, best student performance, and 
refl ects the students’ effort.  Individ-
ual honors were received by Melody 
E. Pujols for Editorial and Vanessa 
Vuji and Jewels C. Marshall for Inter-
view.  They received their award from 
Michael Gargiulo of WNBC-TV.  The 
news team also won fi rst place for Re-
search and Photo Essay.

The members of the “News and 
Views” team are:  Francesca DiMarco, 
Aurelyn Espinal, Melody Pujols, Jew-
els Marshall, Vanessa Vuji, Rebecca 
Cutino, Samantha Gomez, Vivian Nuy-
gen, Oshene Gilzene, Venera Morina, 
Victoria Costa, and Briana Marrico.

The “News and Views” team is 
moderated by English and Communi-
cations Arts teacher, Roseanne Riolo.

(L-r) Jewels C. Marshall, left, with Vanessa 
Vuji, show their fi rst place awards for best 
interview.
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 Two out of three teens involved 
with child welfare services (CWS) 
due to alleged maltreatment, prac-
tice at least one health-risk behavior, 
such as substance abuse or risky sex-
ual behaviors -- a percentage that is 
consistent with the general teen pop-
ulation. However, one alarming dif-
ference was that the risk of commit-
ting suicide was 50 percent higher 
among older teens involved with 
CWS, compared with teens not being 
investigated by CWS. Younger teens 
involved with CWS, aged between 12 
– 14 years old, also reported higher 
rates of suicidality compared to ten 
years ago. The study, conducted by 
researchers from the Palo Alto Medi-
cal Foundation and Children’s Hospi-
tal at Montefi ore, published in print 
this month in the Journal of Adoles-
cent Health.

“These behaviors are a major pub-
lic health concern, not only because 
they may lead to morbidity and mor-
tality in adolescents but also because 
they can contribute to poor health 

Teens in Child Welfare System study 
throughout adulthood,” said Amy 
Heneghan, M.D., lead author, Depart-
ment of Pediatrics, Palo Alto Medi-
cal Foundation and adjunct associate 
professor of pediatrics at Case West-
ern Reserve University. “Our analy-
ses revealed that frequency of health-
risk behaviors was relatively similar 
for youth involved with CWS and for 
the broader population of adolescents, 
which indicates that the teen years 
are a particularly vulnerable time 
and meaningful interventions should 
be routine for all teens, especially 
younger ones to prevent such behav-
iors from the outset.”

Previous research has suggested 
that teens who have been victims of 
maltreatment may be more likely to 
practice a number of health-risk be-
haviors. However, this study found 
that teens involved with CWS had 
rates of most health-risk behaviors 
that were similar to those found in the 
general teen population.

“Health-risk behaviors in adoles-
cents are common and challenging 

for parents, educators and the health 
care system,” said Ruth E. K. Stein, 
M.D., co-author, attending physician, 
CHAM and professor of Pediatrics, 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine. 
“While it was surprising that teens 
involved with CWS and the broader 
teen population reported the same 
level of health-risk behaviors, it’s be-
lieved that children growing up in a 
stable environment with good paren-
tal relationships are at less risk for 
long-term negative outcomes, making 
it all the more important that efforts 
to address such behaviors are an on-
going part of CWS monitoring.”

The study compared two groups. 
The fi rst were comprised of teens in-
volved with CWS still living in the 
home and teens involved with CWS 
living outside the home. The second 
group was teens not involved with 
CWS at all. Investigators analyzed 
data from three national surveys - the 
fi rst and second National Survey of 
Child and Adolescent Well-being (NS-
CAW I and II), which were conducted 

ten years apart, and the Youth Risk 
Behavior Survey (YRBS) to examine 
the prevalence of health-risk behav-
iors and compared risk-taking over 
time in 12 - 17.5 year-old adolescents.

The analyses show that signifi -
cantly more teens in the 15 – 17.5 
year-old age range report health-risk 
behaviors, across all three subcatego-
ries of teens. Substance use, particu-
larly alcohol and marijuana use, was 
signifi cantly higher among the older 
teens, especially those who were in-
volved with CWS and not living in 
their home, as was risky sexual activ-
ity. Comparing NSCAW I and II, in-
vestigators found that the prevalence 
of smoking had decreased by half in 
the decade between the two surveys, 
and the prevalence of sexual activity 
was also lower in NSCAW II.

“While these data suggest we need 
to look at the state of teen wellness at 
large, the most concerning fi nding 
clearly indicates that screening teens 
involved with CWS for suicidality is 
warranted,” Dr. Heneghan said.

 A survey of more than 1,000 
U.S. adults found widespread 
misperceptions about miscar-
riage and its causes. Results 
of the survey, conducted by re-
searchers at Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine of Yeshiva 
University and Montefi ore 
Health System show that feel-
ings of guilt and shame are 
common after a miscarriage 
and that most people erro-
neously believe that miscar-
riages are rare. The fi ndings 
were published online today 
in the journal Obstetrics & 
Gynecology.

 Nearly one million miscar-
riages occur in the U.S. each 
year. Miscarriages end one in 
every four pregnancies and 
are by far the most common of 
all pregnancy complications. 
Yet 55 percent of respondents 
to the Einstein/Montefi ore 
survey believed that miscar-
riages are “uncommon” (de-
fi ned in the survey as less 
than six percent of all preg-
nancies).

 “Miscarriage is a tradi-
tionally taboo subject that is 
rarely discussed publicly,” 
said Zev Williams, M.D., 
Ph.D., director of the Pro-
gram for Early and Recurrent 
Pregnancy Loss (PEARL) 
at Einstein and Montefi ore. 
“We initiated this survey to 
assess what the general pub-
lic knew about miscarriage 

Miscarriages are widely misunderstood
and its causes and how mis-
carriage affects them emo-
tionally.” Dr. Williams is 
also assistant professor of 
obstetrics & gynecology and 
women’s health, and of genet-
ics, at Einstein.

Dr. Williams and col-
leagues devised a 33-item sur-
vey to assess perceptions of 
miscarriage; 10 items were 
specifi cally directed to men or 
women reporting a history of 
miscarriage. The survey was 
posted online using Amazon.
com’s MTurk, a crowdsourc-
ing web service. The anony-
mous participants—adults 
18 or over from 49 states—re-
ceived 25 cents as compensa-
tion. Of the 1,084 valid sur-
vey responses collected over 
a 3-day period in 2013, 45 per-
cent were from men and 55 
percent from women. Fifteen 
percent reported that they or 
their partner had suffered a 
miscarriage. Participants gen-
erally mirrored 2010 national 
census statistics with respect 
to gender, age, religion, geo-
graphic location and house-
hold income.

Among other signifi cant 
survey fi ndings:

• Twenty-two percent of par-
ticipants incorrectly believed 
that lifestyle choices during 
pregnancy (such as smoking 
or using drugs or alcohol) are 
the single most common cause 

of miscarriage, more com-
mon than genetic or medical 
causes. Actually, 60 percent 
of miscarriages are caused by 
a genetic problem – abnormal 
chromosomes. Other estab-
lished causes include struc-
tural abnormalities of the 
uterus, endocrine disorders 
such as hypothyroidism, and 
autoimmune disorders such 
as anti-thyroid antibodies. 
Less-educated respondents 
– defi ned as not having com-
pleted college – were twice as 
likely as higher-educated re-
spondents to believe lifestyle 
choices are the most common 
cause; men were 2.6 times like-
lier than women to have this 
misperception.

• Twenty-eight percent of 
those suffering a miscarriage 
reported that celebrities’ dis-
closure of miscarriage had 
eased their feelings of isola-
tion, and 46 percent said they 
felt less alone when friends 
disclosed their own miscar-
riages.

• Participants incorrectly 
believed that a stressful event 
(76 percent) or longstanding 
stress (74 percent) can cause 
miscarriage. Other incor-
rectly perceived causes of 
miscarriage included lifting 
heavy objects (64 percent), 
having had a sexually trans-
mitted disease (41 percent), 
past use of an intrauterine de-

vice (IUD) (28 percent), past 
use of oral contraceptives (22 
percent) and getting into an 
argument (21 percent).

• that they or their part-
ner had experienced a miscar-
riage, 47 percent reported feel-
ing guilty, 41 percent felt they 
had done something wrong, 
41 percent reported feeling 
alone and 28 percent reported 
feeling ashamed. Only 45 per-
cent felt they had received ade-
quate emotional support from 
the medical community.

• Thirty-six percent of par-
ticipants—including those 
who had never experienced 
pregnancy loss—reported that 
suffering a miscarriage would 
be extremely upsetting, equiv-
alent to losing a child.

• An overwhelming major-
ity (88 percent) of participants 
would want to know the cause 
of a miscarriage if something 
could be done to prevent a fu-
ture miscarriage, and 78 per-
cent would want to know the 
cause even if nothing could be 
done to prevent a miscarriage 
in the future.

 “The results of our survey 
indicate widespread miscon-
ceptions about the prevalence 
and causes of miscarriage.  
Because miscarriage is very 
common but rarely discussed, 
many women and couples feel 
very isolated and alone after 
suffering a miscarriage.  We 

need to better educate peo-
ple about miscarriage, which 
could help reduce the shame 
and stigma associated with it,” 
said Dr. Williams. “We want 
people who experience mis-
carriage to know that they’re 
not alone—that miscarriages 
are all too common and that 
tests are available to help 
them learn what caused their 
miscarriage and hopefully to 
help them in subsequent preg-
nancies.”

 The article is titled “Public 
Perceptions of Miscarriage: 
A National Survey.” Other 
PEARL-affi liated authors 
were former Einstein medical 
students, lead author Jonah 
Bardos, M.D., M.B.E, now a 
resident at Mount Sinai Med-
ical Center, New York, NY; 
and Jenna Friedenthal, M.D., 
now at New York University-
Langone Medical Center, New 
York, NY. Additional authors 
were Daniel Hercz, M.Sc., at 
University of Sydney Medi-
cal School, Sydney, Australia; 
Stacy Missmer, Sc.D., at Har-
vard School of Public Health, 
Boston, MA.

 The research was sup-
ported by the department of 
obstetrics & gynecology and 
women’s health at Einstein 
and Montefi ore and the Na-
tional Institutes of Health 
(HD068546).  The authors re-
port no confl icts of interest.
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TOM ALLON

The British historian and moralist 
“Lord Acton” wisely said in 1887 
“Power tends to corrupt and ab-

solute power corrupts absolutely.” 
We are now witnessing the “Year of 

the Indictment” in Albany. Two of the 
three most powerful men in New York 
state politics, Sheldon Silver and Dean 
Skelos, have been felled by the new 
sheriff in town, United States Attorney 
Preet Bharara.

Bharara has put together very com-
pelling evidence that both of these leg-
islative leaders used their power to il-
legally enrich themselves and their 
families. Even sadder, both leaders have 
grown children who were also indicted 
by Bharara. In a separate case, Silver’s 
daughter and son-in-law have been ac-
cused of a mini-Bernard-Madoff-like 
Ponzi scheme. And Skelos’ son was in-
dicted as a co-conspirator with his fa-
ther, with both accused of exploiting the 
father’s power to get commissions and 
no-bid contracts that led to ill-gotten 
gains.

Both of these one-time power brokers 
insist they are not guilty, and they will 
have their day in court. But even if nei-
ther are convicted, the wiretapped and 
document evidence released by Bhar-
ara indicate that some of their dealings 
were, at best, unethical.

Skelos, the leader of the state’s top 
legislative body, he is the fi fth Senate 
leader in a row to get into legal trouble. 

Here’s how to solve Albany’s corruption problem
One of his predecessors, Pedro Espada, 
is in jail for fi nancial corruption. An-
other, Malcolm Smith, was convicted of 
bribery, extortion.

Absolute power leads to feelings of 
invincibility. And when legislators are 
allowed to stay in offi ce for more than 
15 years (both Skelos and Silver have 
served more than two decades) then the 
combination of a powerful offi ce and 
low pay can lead to some dubious ar-
rangements.

Here are a few somewhat bold ideas 
that I think could solve many of these 
ethics problems:

• Make being a legislator a full 

time job: Why do we think that the im-
portant work of legislation can be com-
pleted in just half a year of compressed 
decision making? State government 
should serve the people all year round.

• Pay legislators a full time com-

petitive salary: State legislators make 
less than $80,000 a year and haven’t 
gotten a raise in many years. This rel-
atively low wage isn’t the wisest way 
to attract the best and the brightest. It 
also forces these part-time offi cials to 
seek other work, which quite frequently 
leads to confl icts of interest and tempta-
tion to unfairly use the powers of offi ce 
for personal enrichment.

• Have annual ethics training at 

the beginning of each legislative 

session: Former Gov. David Paterson 
is right that we need to teach civics 

and ethics more in high school and col-
lege. But with the changing landscape 
of technology, governing, fund-raising, 
lobbying and campaigning, it would be 
wise to have an annual continuing-edu-
cation week in the state Capitol.

• Move the state capitol for at least 

half the year to new york city: The 
best antidote to corruption is “sun-
light,” which in this case means rigor-
ous oversight, media coverage, and citi-
zen involvement. There’s no place with 
more sunlight than New York City. This 
would end the “What happens in Al-
bany stays in Albany” mentality that 
has been so corrosive.

• Develop a robust campaign fi -

nance reform: Putting limits on dona-
tions, offering matching funds and hav-
ing a powerful campaign fi nance board 
with oversight has worked in New York 
City. This would level the playing fi eld 
and limit the infl uence of big donors 
on campaigns — and subsequently on 
“crony legislation.”

• Institute 12-year term limits for 

legislators: The President of the United 
States, the mayor of New York City, and 
councilmembers can only serve for eight 
years. So why do we think it is wise to 
allow our legislators to work for as long 
as they want in Albany? Make all terms 
four years (right now New York legisla-
tors run for re-election every two years) 
and limit legislators to no more than 
three terms. This will assure constant 

new ideas and fresh views on what is 
best for the citizens of our state.

Corruption in government is as old 
as democracy, but that doesn’t mean we 
have to accept it and not do everything 
we can to at least limit it. Write to the 
governor or your local legislator and de-
mand they champion these six reforms.

If enough voters like you say: “I’m 
mad as heck and I’m not going to take 
this anymore,” we can fi nally have 
meaningful reform.

Tom Allon, president of City & State 
NY, was a Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to the private 
sector. Reach him at tallon@cityand-
stateny.com.
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‘“Ex-prisoner claps her approval of strictness shown by Tommies’, an-
other still from the documentary.   Imperial War Museum

‘Smiling children through barbed wire’, a still from footage shot by Sergeant Lewis or Sergeant Lawrie, April 
18-20, 1945. Imperial War Museums

BY LINCOLN ANDERSON
     On May 19, the Museum of 
Jewish Heritage will premiere 
a never-before-seen 1945 docu-
mentary directed by Alfred 
Hitchcock. However, unlike a 
typical fi lm by the master of 
suspense, this isn’t a psycho-
logical thriller that will leave 
viewers wondering until the 
mystery is fi nally unraveled at 
the last minute.

Rather, the documentary 
was made with the opposite 
intent: to erase any mystery 
about what really happened 
in the Nazi death camps, to 
expose the unvarnished truth 
about the Holocaust.

It’s called ‘German Concen-
tration Camps Factual Sur-
vey,’ and it will be screened 
for the fi rst time thanks to the 
efforts of developer Bruce Rat-
ner, chairman of the board of 
trustees of the Museum of Jew-
ish Heritage in Manhattan.

When the camps were lib-
erated, extensive footage of 
them was shot by British, 
American and Russian mili-
tary cameramen, as well as 
by newsreel cameramen.

This array of fi lm, in turn, 
was used by the British Min-
istry of Information to cre-
ate a documentary that would 
condemn the Nazi regime and 
document the magnitude of its 
crimes. In short, it was meant 
to be the fi lm to be shown to 
German prisoners of war and 
the German public after the 
fall of the Third Reich.

Sidney Bernstein, chief of 
the fi lm division of the Psy-
chological Warfare Division 
of the Allied Expeditionary 
Force, initiated the project 
and fought for its produc-
tion. Hitchcock — who was 
described by Bernstein as 
the fi lm’s director — spent a 
month overseeing the editing. 
Ultimately, though, the fi lm 
was shelved. 

Now, seven decades later, 
England’s Imperial War Mu-
seum has digitally restored 
the documentary and assem-
bled it for the fi rst time exactly 
as Bernstein and Hitchcock 
originally intended.

Bruce Ratner is best 
known for his development 
prowess, including build-
ing the New York Times 
building and, in Downtown, 
MetroTech and the new Bar-
clays Center — home of the 
Nets, of which he is a part 
owner. He’s currently con-
structing three buildings in 
the Atlantic Yards project — 
now known as Pacific Park 
Brooklyn — half of whose to-

Holocaust fi lm premiers after 70 years

tal units will be affordable. 
Work will soon begin on a 
fourth building, which will 
be 100 percent below mar-
ket rate. By the end of June, 
construction will be under-
way on more than 780 units 
that are low-, moderate- or 
middle-income. When fully 
built, the project will have 
2,250 below-market-rate 
units.

In addition to his develop-
ment work, however, Ratner 
takes immense pride in work 
with Museum of Jewish Her-
itage. The opportunity for 
the museum to host the East 
Coast premiere of the forgot-
ten 1945 documentary is a 
great honor, he said.

“I would say it’s a major mo-
ment in Holocaust documen-
tary,” he said. “When the Rus-
sians reported on Auschwitz, 
it wasn’t believed. This fi lm 
was meant to prove and show 
what the German people and 
what the Nazis had done — 
and then to tell the people of 
the world.

“It still shakes the soul, 
shakes the mind to see this 
fi lm,” Ratner said. “The ‘Ho-
locaust,’ the word, did not ex-
ist as we know it now until 
the 1970s. Had this documen-
tary been shown at the time, 
it would have accelerated un-
derstanding of the atrocities 
and extreme brutality of the 
Nazis.”

As for why the fi lm, in the 
end, was left on the shelf, he 
said, there were a number of 
factors.

“It got delayed, in general, 
in the summer of 1945,” he said. 

“They didn’t have the Russian 
material from Auschwitz.”

But the film’s visceral im-
pact and condemning mes-
sage were also reasons why 
it was decided not to show 
it back then: In short, there 
was a fear of alienating the 
Germans and driving them 
toward the Soviets. Rebuild-
ing became the focus, not de-
Nazi-fication.

“You wanted to win them 
over, and it was felt that this 
would not do that,” Ratner 
explained. “Germany be-
came the focal point of the 
Cold War.”

Ratner was born in 1945, 
and growing up, heard fam-
ily members talking about 
the Holocaust. His family lost 
about 120 members across 
Germany and Eastern Eu-
rope in the war. Afterward, 
his father sponsored many 
survivors who came over to 
America.

In 1976, Ratner went to Po-
land to see Auschwitz for him-
self.

“It was communist,” 
he said. “Nobody visited 
Auschwitz in those days.”

The Nazis killed about 
one million Jews at the in-
famous killing camp. Other 
victims included Gypsies, the 
disabled, homosexuals, dis-
sidents and non-Jewish Poles 
and Russians.

“It’s inexplicable,” Ratner 
said. “That’s why it very much 
resonates today.”

While the Russians fi lmed 
Auschwitz, the British docu-
mented Bergen-Belsen, and 
the Yanks recorded other 

sites. Other camps shown in-
clude Dachau, Buchenwald 
and Majdanek. In all, the fi lm 
includes footage from 14 loca-
tions (10 camps and four sites 
of atrocity) discovered in Aus-
tria, Germany and Poland.

The combat cameramen 
who shot the footage used very 
simple cameras, Ratner noted, 
but “there were a lot of them.”

Although Bernstein called 
Hitchcock the director, he was 
really more of a ‘treatment ad-
viser,’ according to Ratner.

The documentary bears a 
Hitchcock hallmark, Ratner 
said, namely, long, wide shots 
that show the scenes in their 

full context.
“That was done to prove it 

wasn’t staged,” he explained. 
The movie also uses sym-

bolism to evoke the camps’ 
horrors.

“Hitchcock was always 
about symbolism,” Ratner 
noted. “It’s not like the 15-min-
ute newsreels of the day. It’s 
done with a certain degree of 
artistry and care.”

Five rough-cut reels of 
the fi lm were originally com-
pleted, but a planned sixth 
reel was never made — until 
now. To create the new, digi-
tal version, the restorers went 
back to the original footage 
— a total of 100 reels of fi lm 
— and followed the 1945 fi lm 
team’s instructions. There is 
also a new soundtrack, with a 
narrator reading the original 
script, plus new sound effects 
added.

Ratner has seen fi ve of the 
fi lm’s six reels. Asked how 
graphic it is, he admitted, “It’s 
very hard to watch.”

For now, the plan is to show 
the long-lost documentary on 
only one night, May 19, at the 
Museum of Jewish Heritage.

“They want to be very 
careful about how this is be-
ing released,” Ratner said.

‘German Concentration 
Camps Factual Survey’ at the 
Museum of Jewish Heritage 
[36 Battery Place, in Manhat-
tan, (646) 437–4202, mjhnyc.
org], May 19 at 7:30 pm. Tick-
ets are available at the mu-
seum website, $25 for the gen-
eral public, $15 for members 
and $10 for students. 
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For more informa�on email: 
Michelle@bronxchamber.org or call 718-828-3900 
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Mosholu Montefiore Community Center 

Early Childhood Education 
2015-2016 School Year

 

Head Start  3 & 4 yrs  
Income Eligible 

3yr (10:30-4:30)  
4yr (8:30am-5pm)  
Includes UPK wrap around 

 
Locations:  

MMCC Main Building 
Northside Annex 

Van Cortlandt

 

Universal Pre-K  4 years 
Full Day (8:30am-2:50pm) Extended Day Available (Rates Apply) 

Half Day (8am-10:30am)  

Locations:  
MMCC Main Building 

Northside Annex 
Van Cortlandt 

Sotomayor Houses (Full Day Only)  

FREE! FREE! 
 

Childcare 1-4 years  
For working parents  

7:30am-6:30pm   
Limited opening available now 

 
Locations:  

MMCC Main Building 
Van Cortlandt

AFFORDABLE!

Van Cortlandt (Next to Library)

3380 Sedgwick Bronx, NY 10463     
718-543-0231 

NEW  Sotomayor Houses 
1818 Watson Ave, Bronx NY 10472 

718-654-0563

MMCC Main Building
3450 Dekalb Ave  Bronx NY 10467 

718-654-0563 

Northside Annex
3512 Deklab Ave  Bronx, NY 10467  

718-405-0020

LOCATIONS

CONTACT INFORMATION 
3450 Dekalb Ave Bronx, NY 10467  

718-882-4000  
www.mmcc.org
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Wave Hill presents the fol-
lowing events:

FRI, MAY 15, SUN, MAY 
17 NIGHT LIGHTS AT WAVE 
HILL: Wave Hill’s 50th anni-
versary festivities reach a cre-
scendo this spring with Night 
Lights at Wave Hill, a month-
long celebration, when, for the 
fi rst time in Wave Hill’s his-
tory, visitors will be invited to 
attend in the evening to enjoy 
the garden landscape at a time 
of day and during a season 
when it is normally closed to 
the public. 

SAT, MAY 16: EARLY 
MORNING BIRD WALK: Join 
naturalist Gabriel Willow on a 
special early morning walk to 
spot birds in the gardens and 
woodlands as well as the skies 
above Wave Hill. 

SAT, MAY 16: TAI CHI CH-
UAN: In this beginner-level 
class, Irving Yee, a member of 

the William CC Chen Tai Chi 
School, introduces students to 
the internal martial arts and 
promotes an awareness of its 
benefi ts. 

SAT, MAY 16; SUN, MAY 
17: FAMILY ART PROJECT: 
SHIELD ME WITH A TURTLE 
SHELL: Use fabric and leather 
scraps to design and decorate 
a stuffed, wearable turtle-shell 
backpack of your own, then 
waltz in an oh-so-slow parade.  

SAT, MAY 16: WAVE HILL 
HISTORY WALK: Discover 
the fascinating history of Wave 
Hill’s architecture and land-
scape on a walk with a Wave 
Hill Garden Guide. 

SAT, MAY 16: GALLERY 
TOUR: Join a curatorial fellow 
for an exhibition tour designed 
to draw visitors into a lively 
discussion about the relation-
ship between art and nature. 

SUN, MAY 17: HATHA 

YOGA: Classes are led by Yoga 
for Bliss director Neem Dewji 
and other certifi ed instructors. 

SUN, MAY 17: MEDITA-
TION: Each session, led by 
Yoga for Bliss director Neem 
Dewji and other qualifi ed in-
structors.

SUN, MAY 17: NATURE 
PRESENTATION: LET’S 
TALK TURTLES: Join an en-
vironmental educator from the 
Hudson Highlands Nature Mu-
seum to discover fascinating 
facts about these rotund rep-
tiles, and meet a turtle or two 
from the Museum’s collection. 

SUN, MAY 17: GARDEN 
HIGHLIGHTS WALK: Join in 
for an hour-long tour of sea-
sonal garden highlights. Wave 
Hill * A public garden and cul-
tural center 

Wave Hill is located at 675 
West 252nd Street. For info call 
(718) 549-3200 ,ext. 232.

Upcoming Wave Hill events and highlights

Wave Hill’s Family Art Project, Shield Me With A Turtle Shell, participants.
         Photo by Joshua Bright
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Just Nuts students will perform Sat-
urday, May 30, at noon, in front of 3602 
East Tremont Avenue, for The Throggs 
Neck Sidewalk Fair. For further  infor-
mation go to www.justnutsmusic.net.

* * *

The Literary Freedom Project is 
a Bronx-based nonprofi t that believes 
that building cultural identity through 
reading is a fundamental cornerstone 
for the development of smart, creative, 
and focused young people and adults.

 The We Are Family Book Club, 
which is free to participate, will meet 
Saturdays (May 23 to July 11, 1:30-2:30 
p.m.) at Casita Maria Arts & Education 
Center in the south Bronx, 928 Simpson 
Street. Participants will engage in a lit-
erary “call and response” by reading 
then participating in lively discussions 
about the book Searching for Zion: The 
Quest for Home in the African Diaspora 
by Emily Raboteau. 

Next book: Searching for Zion: The 
Quest for Home in the African Diaspora 
by Emily Raboteau. A decade in the 
making, Emily Raboteau’s Searching 
for Zion takes readers around the world 
on an unexpected adventure of faith. 
Both one woman’s quest for a place to 
call “home” and an investigation into a 
people’s search for the Promised Land, 
this landmark work of creative nonfi c-
tion is a trenchant inquiry into contem-
porary and historical ethnic displace-
ment.

Just Nuts students to perform at Throggs Neck Sidewalk Fair
For additional information contact 

Ron Kavanaugh, executive director of 
the Literary Freedom Project, ron@lit-
eraryfreedom.org, (347) 454-2161.

* * *

JASA Van Cortlandt Senior Cen-

ter, 3880 Sedgwick Avenue, 1st fl oor, 
will host lyric soprano Sigal Chen in 
concert with guitar accompanist Mi-
chael Tugetman and pianist Jonathan 
Dzik on Wednesday, May 20, with din-
ner served at 5:30 p.m., and the concert 
at 6:30 p.m..  She will perform classic 
and modern Israeli as well as American 
pop and Broadway selections. A meal of 
brisket of beef or tilapia francaise will 
be served. 55 guests are expected to at-
tend this cultural event. 

Recommended senior voluntary 
contribution for lunch is $3 and $2 for 
the event. Non-seniors are welcome to 
attend for a fee of $6.15 for the meal and 
$3 for the event. 

For further information call Sharon 
Wolfe at (718) 549-4700.

* * *

The Bronx Writers Center, a pro-
gram of the Bronx Council on the Arts, 
presents three literary events this 
month, on Saturday, May 16 at Poe Park 
Visitor Center; Wednesday, 20 at Bronx 
Library Center and Friday, May 22 at 
La Casa Azul Book Store. Admission is 
free and all are welcome. Information: 
bronxwriters@bronxarts.org or 718-
931-9500 x21.

Saturday, May 16, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at Poe Park Visitor Center, 2640 Grand 
Concourse,  (718) 365-5516: Bronx Crime 
and Noir Writers’ Writing the First 
Scene with Bronx Writers Center Di-
rector Charlie Vázquez

Wednesday, May 20, 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. at Bronx Library Center, 310 East 
Kingsbridge Road (at Briggs Avenue), 
(718) 579-4244: From Memory to Poetry 
with BRIO winner Paul “Pinny” Bul-
man.

Friday, May 22,6 to 8 p.m. at La Casa 
Azul Book Store, 143 East 103rd Street, 
(212) 426-2626: Bronx Memoir Project at 
La Casa Azul.

For further information about BCA 
and its programs and activities, visit 
www.bronxarts.org or call (718) 931-
9500.

* * *

Twenty-fi ve Bronx artists are the 
2015 recipients of the Bronx Council 

on the Arts’ prestigious Bronx Recog-
nizes Its Own award for artistic excel-
lence. An award reception and network-
ing event will be held on Wednesday, 
June 10th at 6:00pm at Longwood Art 
Gallery at Hostos Community College, 
located at 450 Grand Concourse at 149th 
Street in the Bronx. Take the 2, 4 & 5 
trains or Bx1, Bx19 buses to Grand Con-
course and 149 Street.

The June 10th event marks the 
26th anniversary of BCA and BRIO 
celebrating artistic excellence in the 

Bronx since 1989. BRIO winners, past 
and present, are invited to socialize 
and network while welcoming the 2015 
BRIO winners into the fold. Admission 
is free and all are welcome. 

RSVP at https://bronxarts.se-
cure.force.com/ticket/#details_a0Sd-
000000Dw4s2EAB.

The 2015 BRIO Award recipients 
each receive a grant of $3,000. They 
are:

Literary Arts (7): Rachel Ansong 
(poetry), Derrick Michael Charles (il-
lustrated text), Jon Lewis Katz (fi ction), 
Antoinette Mullins (playwriting), José 
Olivarez (poetry), Chische Salome 
Mibenge (non-fi ction), Aaron Weiss 
(non-fi ction); Media Arts (2): Nelson 
Pena (narrative fi lm/video), Philip Bell 
(documentary fi lm/video); Performing 
Arts (10): April Armstrong (story tell-
ing), Jose Baptista-Ayala (spoken word), 
Igor Begelman (instrumental music 
performance), Tyrone Birkett (instru-
mental music performance), Tamara 
Cashour (music composition), Llana 
Davidson (vocal music performance), 
Steven Lubin (instrumental music per-
formance), Penny Prince (music compo-
sition), Abdul Rasheed (choreography), 
Donald Vega (instrumental music); Vi-
sual Arts (6): Heidi Johnson (painting), 
Ruth Marshall (craft), Arnaldo Morales 
(sculpture), Amy Pryor (mixed media), 
Christie Speakman (photography), Ed-
win Torres (photography).
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Keck War Memorial on E. 138th

The bronze plaque created by 
sculptor Charles Keck from metal 
salvaged from the battleship 
U.S.S. Maine in Havana Harbor was 
attached to the base of the granite 
Spanish-American war memorial at 
137th Street and Third Avenue.  The 
ship was salvaged in 1912 and Keck 
designed the tablet the following 
year.  It has since been removed 
from the monument.

The 1919 Spanish-American War 
Memorial still graces the inter-
section of 137th Street and Third 
Avenue but the bronze plaque has 
been removed.

Last week I wrote about 
the war memorial, sculpted 
by the Menconi brothers, at 
139th Street and Third Ave-
nue.  Lest some readers get 
confused, I should remind 
you that it has nothing to 
do with a similar monu-
ment just south of it at 137th 
Street and Third Avenue.  

That memorial, designed by 
architect Albert E. Davis, 
was created from Deer Isle 
granite by sculptor Charles 
Keck (1875-1951) and features 
a globe atop a polished gran-
ite column that rises from a 
rectangular base.  It was in-
stalled in 1919, and the over-
all height is 31’.  Davis, by the 
way, was vice president of the 
North Side Board of Trade 
and passed away in 1929 from 
a stroke.  

The monument long held 
an important piece of Amer-
icana.  The battleship USS 
Maine was sunk in Havana 
Harbor on February 15, 1898 
and Spain was blamed for 
the sinking although it was 
never proven.  Charles Keck 
salvaged the bronze from 
The Maine and used it to cre-
ate a thousand plaques which 
were sold throughout the 
country.  One was attached to 
the base of 137th Street me-
morial where it remained for 

many years.  
The plaque features Co-

lumbia carrying a shield 
bearing the word “Patrio-
tism” at the top and “Devo-
tion” on the bottom.  It has 
the words “This tablet is cast 
from metal recovered from 
the U.S.S. Maine.”  

I mentioned that one thou-
sand plaques were created 
and this one has #613 stamped 
on the edge. It measured 13” 
by 17 1/2”.    A smaller bronze 
plaque mounted on a wooden 
backing was attached to the 
rear of the memorial indi-
cating the sculptor’s name 
and 1913, the year it was cast, 
along with the foundry’s 
name, John Williams Inc., 
NY.  

The foundry was located 
on West 26th Street in New 
York City and was in busi-
ness from 1875 to 1956 and 
John Williams learned the 
trade from his former em-
ployer, Tiffany and Company.  

Williams’ Foundry was used 
by all the leading sculptors of 
the day including Anna Hyatt 
Huntington, Karl Bitter, and 
Daniel Chester French.  The 
plaques, by the way, can still 
be found on the secondary 
market for about a thousand 
dollars. 

Among his other well-
known works is his bronze 
statue of Father Francis 
Patrick Duffy (1871-1932) 
standing in front of a 17’ 
green granite cross at Times 
Square.  The Canadian-born 
priest who is best known as 
the chaplain of “The Fighting 
Sixty Ninth” in World War 
One, founded Our Saviour 
Parish here in the Bronx in 
1913, and later served at Holy 
Cross Church near Times 
Square.   When Father Duffy 
passed away, he was interred 
at St. Raymond Cemetery 
near the Whittemore Avenue 
entrance and his grave site 
is marked by a large granite 
cross.  Such was his popular-
ity that there were reported 
to be 5000 at his burial.  The 
Keck monument of Duffy at 
Times Square was dedicated 
on May 2, 1937.  

REPRINTED FROM 5/17/2012
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Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING
Your Future Starts NOW!

Su Futuro Empieza Ahora!

L M and Q58, Q55, B52,
B26, B54

F J E
and Q24, Q56

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674
a division of

SECURITY GUARD TRAINING

a division of

L M and Q58, Q55, B52,
B26, B54

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

F J E
and Q24, Q56

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674
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Hundreds of Teenagers like these made Councilman Ritchie Torres’ Par-
ticipatory Budgeting a success: $450,000 will now go towards basketball 
court and playground renovations for them to enjoy!

BY RAPHAEL SCHWEIZER
On Thursday, May 7, 

Councilman Ritchie Tor-
res announced the top fi ve 
vote-getters for his Inaugu-
ral ‘Participatory Budgeting’ 
project in his 15th City Coun-
cil District.

Thanks to the tremendous 
3-day ‘Get-Out-The-Vote’ effort 
by 17 Bronx Park East Com-
munity Association members 
in front of P.S. 96, our ballot 
item #7 for Bronx Park East 
renovations received the 2nd-
highest vote count of all 12 
items on the PB ballot.

The fi ve projects with the 
highest vote counts will now 
be funded with $1 million in 
tax-payer Capital Funds from 
the councilman’s budget.

We were only 50 or so votes 
shy of being the top vote-get-
ter, closely tailing a NYPD Se-
curity Camera funding pro-
posal.

B-PECA’s efforts - which 
engaged over one hundred 16 
and 17-year olds in voting for 
the fi rst time - contributed 
over 500 votes to the 1,323 total 
received to help revive our ne-
glected green space.

That is mammoth: Thank 
you to everyone who was a 
part of our successful volun-
teer efforts. I will sure to be 
in close contact with Coun-
cilman Torres’ offi ce over the 
next few weeks to make sure 
this $450,000, along with Sena-
tor Klein’s $500,000, is invested 
in an effi cient and immedi-
ate way to reconstruct the di-

lapidated basketball courts 
and playground equipment 
of Bronx Park East’s Waring 
Playground.

Waring Playground has 
not seen an ounce of capital in-
vestment in over 25 years, but 
the times they are a changin’.

Power to the People: After 
all, we know the best ways to 
invest our tax dollars into our 
community.

Thank you to Councilman 
Torres’ for being one of three 
bold Bronx council members 
to engage in the NYC Partici-
patory Budget proces

Albany Bus Date Change

In last week’s column it 
was stated that there are two 
days that tenant advocates 
are going to Albany to insist 
on strengthening the New 
York rent laws that expire this 
June.

One date has changed, so 
please note that the free buses 
will be going to Albany on 
Wednesday, May 27 and Tues-
day, June 9. You will also be 
given a free breakfast and 
lunch, provided by the Metro-
politan Council on Housing 
and other sponsoring organi-
zations.

The year of the tenant is 
now Be a part of the movement 

to save our homes.
For information on the ex-

act departures times and loca-
tions of the buses to Albany, 
email bxparkeast@gmail.com 
or call/text (347) 654-7044.

Combatting 

Veterans Issues 
On Friday, May 15 from 

8:30 a.m. to noon join Jacobi 
Medical Center at their 5th 
annual Mental Health Confer-
ence.  Sponsored by the Joint 
Jacobi Medical Center and 
North Central Bronx Hospital 
Community Advisory Board, 
as well as the Jacobi Medical 
Center Auxiliary Inc., mili-
tary vets and everyone else 
are invited to take part in a va-
riety of information sessions 
on veterans issues.

The registration and break-
fast begins at 8 a.m. in the Ja-
cobi Medical Center Confer-
ence Center, which is Building 
4 on the 2nd fl oor, at 1400 Pel-
ham Parkway South (by East-
chester Road).

Discussion topics include 
the following:

1. Mental Illness and Mil-
itary Culture, with Wendy 
Burch the executive director 
of the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness (NAMI), NYS.

2. Homelessness Amongst 
Veterans, with Christopher 
Munn, director of Resident 
Operations for Central New 
York Services, and Linda 
Wilkinson, director of the 
Homeless Management Infor-
mation System.

3. Operation SAVE: Suicide 

Prevention in the VA, with 
Evan R. Pdolak, Psy.D, who 
is the Suicide Prevention co-
ordinator for the James J. Pe-
ters Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center.

4. Legislative Affairs for 
Veterans, with Assemblyman 
Michael Benedetto.

5. PFC Dwyer/Vet 2 Vet 
Project, with Jeff McQueen the 
director of Consumer Link, 
who also directs the PFC Dw-
yer/Vet 2 Vet Project.

6. Value of Dog Therapy for 
Veterans, with Roberto Ro-
driguez, outreach supervisor 
for the Stand Up To Violence 
(SUV) Project of Jacobi Medi-
cal Center.

To register for the confer-
ence, call (718) 918-6038.
American Legion Meeting

If you know any veterans, 
please also let them know that 
this Sunday, May 17 at 11:30 
a.m. is the monthly Ameri-
can Legion meeting inside 
the Morris Park Community 

Association building at 1824 
Bronxdale Avenue. There, Vet-
erans of all ages and stripes 
are invited to come get to 
know other former soldiers of 
our community and talk about 
issues that are important to 
them. Everyone is invited to 
attend.

On the subject of meetings, 
B-PECA’s monthly meeting 
on the 2nd Thursday of the 
month is being pushed back 
due to the Thursday, May 14 
Tenant March, and so many 
other events going on.

You will be informed soon 
via facebook and text mes-
sage, as well as in this column, 
as to when our monthly meet-
ing will take place.

Until then, communicate 
what’s on your mind in Aller-
ton and Pelham Parkway by 
calling/texting (347) 654-7044, 
emailing bxparkeast@gmail.
com or being a part of our face-
book group at www.facebook.
com/groups/bxparkeast

BY MARK SAPLICKI
 AND VINCENT PREZIOSO
This is New York City and 

yes there will be noise.  How-
ever there are rules that if ev-
eryone obeyed would make 
our town a more peaceful 
place.  The City of New York 
updated its noise code a few 
years back and we presented a 
summary in our May newslet-
ter, which you can receive by 
contacting us at info@nebx-
assn.com, or calling( 718) 519-
1723, or writing to Northeast 
Bronx Association Inc, PO 
Box 681, Baychester Station, 
Bronx, NY 10469. 

Basically the procedure for 
registering a noise complaint 
is to call 3-1-1.  Or you can reg-
ister online at http://www1.
nyc.gov/311/ and enter noise 
complaints in the search box 
to bring up a list from which 
you can choose.  Hint:  Make 
sure to get a tracking number 
which will help if you need to 
call again or refer the matter 
to the community board.  Also 
it will help your case to get 
as many of your neighbors as 

possible to register multiple 
complaints.  For more detailed 
information about noise in the 
city and the law itself, please 
visit: www.nyc.gov/dep.

The following information 
is courtesy of the 49th Pre-
cinct Community Affairs de-
partment. How to Report Sus-
picious Activity within the 
NYPD 49th Precinct

1. Document all suspicious 
activity, including dates and 
times and description of po-
tential perpetrators and their 
actions.  Be as specifi c as pos-
sible.

2. Get the names and con-
tact information of all the 
neighbors who are complain-
ing.  Also ask them to docu-
ment dates, times, descrip-
tions of suspicious activity.

3. Report the incident(s) 
to the NYPD 49th police pre-
cinct http://www.nyc.gov/
html/nypd/html/precincts/
precinct_049.shtml or 718-918-
2026 (Crime Prevention Offi -
cer).

4.  Attend a meeting of the 
49th Precinct Community 

Council (info provided in the 
above link, or call (718) 918-
2025 Community Relations Of-
fi cer.)  You will be able to reg-
ister to speak at the meeting 
about the issue.  The Captain 
of the Precinct is usually pres-
ent.

5.  If you witness specifi c 
criminal activity in progress, 
call 9-1-1.

6.  If the suspicious activity 
continues and police action is 
not taken, call 3-1-1 to report.  
You will receive a case num-
ber.

7.  If still no action taken, 
go to the Community Board 
11, http://www.nyc.gov/html/
cau/html/cb/bronx.shtml, or 
call (718) 892-6262 with your 
case number from 3-1-1 and 
ask them to follow up.

How to Report Suspected 

Vehicle Violations
1. Record the following 

from the vehicle: plate num-
ber; registration sticker expi-
ration date; make and model.  
Describe the condition of the 
vehicle; especially if plates are 
missing; windows are broken; 
doors are unlocked; etc.

2. Call Community Affairs 
offi cer Jay Sturdivant at 49th 
Precinct at (718) 918-2032; leave 
a detailed message and be sure 
to mention you are a member 
of the Northeast Bronx Asso-
ciation.

Be aware that homeown-
ers do not have special rights 
to any parking spots on any 
street in NYC.

4. If your report is deemed 
valid, the NYPD will send an 
offi cer to investigate and de-
termine if the car is legally 
parked.  If it is not legally 
parked, a summons can be 
issued; after which it can be 
towed.

5. If a vehicle is blocking 
your driveway you must call 
the NYPD and have a sum-
mons issued; after which you 

must call a towing service to 
have the vehicle removed.

     At our next meeting, 
there will be further updates 
on the continuing sagas facing 
our community:

• Pelham Parkway North 
Reconstruction:  The fi nal 
plans for this project have 
been submitted by the NYC 
Department of Design.

• Safe Streets:  There have 
been some concerns specifi c 
to our area, and there may be 
changes coming

• Hutchinson Metro Cen-
ter: We will have an update 
regarding direct access to 
this area from the Hutchinson 
River Parkway.

      Next meeting is on Mon-
day, January 26, 7:30 p.m., 
Kings Harbor MultiCare Cen-
ter, E. Gun Hill Road at Still-
well Avenue – use main en-
trance. The agenda - an update 
on community concerns.  Rep-
resentatives from the 49th 
Prcinct; Senator Klein; As-
semblyman Gjonaj; and Coun-
cilman Vacca will be present.
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BY A D’ANGELO
Blue lives matter. Where 

is the community outrage 
over the senseless murder 
of a 25-year old police offi cer 
who was doing his job protect-
ing the citizens of New York? 
Where is the outrage over the 
fact that the murderer was a 
career criminal with a his-
tory of violence and gun pos-
session and was still allowed 
to walk the streets? 

Should the fact that this 
offi cer was shot by a black 
man set off rioting and loot-
ing in the white communi-
ties? Why hasn’t the Queen’s 

Village community where po-
lice offi cer Brian Moore was 
gunned down  come out in 
force to mourn the death of a 
man sworn to protect them? 
Where are the Al Sharptons 
of this city denouncing this 
senseless act of brutality? 

Maybe police offi cers 
should wear shirts saying I’m 
just doing my job don’t shoot. 
Maybe we should organize a 
march and disrupt traffi c to 
denounce the leniency in the 
court system. How about this 
for a novel idea: Let each com-
munity sit down with their 
community leaders and police 

and fi nd a way to understand 
and discuss what divides us. 

We must build a partner-
ship with police and the peo-
ple in the communities to 
help rid our neighborhoods 
of the criminal element that 
enslaves us through fear 
and intimidation. We have 
a right to raise our children 

in safety. We are a nation of 
immigrants with a rich her-
itage but we are Americans 
first. 

Benjamin Franklin once 
said “We must, indeed, all 
hang together, or most assur-
edly we shall all hang sepa-
rately.”...We hung together 
and forged the most powerful 
nation in the world but if we 
do not continue to stand to-
gether we will lose that which 
one and a half million Amer-
icans died to preserve. Let’s 
stop worrying about making 
sure we are politically cor-
rect and start worrying about 

being Americans.  
When does the silent ma-

jority stand up? When do we 
decide what’s right and what’s 
wrong? When do we stop rely-
ing on the media and politi-
cians to tell us what we should 
think and feel? It’s really very 
simple, just do what’s right. 
We need to be people of sub-
stance and not live our lives 
superfi cially. When we think 
about the people we admire it 
is their character and contri-
bution to society we remem-
ber not the property they 
owned or the money they ac-
cumulated.

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
There Bronx County Con-

vention will be held here at 
the Sam Young Post on Fri-
day, June 5 at 7:30 p.m.;  July 
15 to 18 the Department Con-
vention will be held at the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel in Buf-
falo, NY.; the National Con-
vention will be held in Bal-
timore, MD, from August 
28-September 3. There, your 

date book is now full.
Our VA BBQ will be on 

Sunday, June 14  beginning 
at noon; Flag Retirement 
Ceremony on Friday, June 
12 at 7:30 p.m. on the Great 
Lawn of the Sam Young Post; 
August 22 at the post, the 
Women’s Empowerment Or-
ganization is hosting a Spa 
Day for female vets and their 
families including massage 
therapy, aroma therapy, nail 

salon, motivational speak-
ers and more. Kids are more 
than welcome as there will 
be activities for them. You 
can thank Sandy Ralon for 
all of this.

I attended Borough Pres-
ident Ruben Diaz, Jr. Vet-
erans Appreciation Break-
fast on Monday May 10. I’ll 
write about it in next week’s 
column. Short column this 
week.

Trivia Time!!
Alan Shepard was the fi rst 

American in space on May 5, 
1961. It was a 15 minute dura-
tion.

The Eiffel Tower opened 

on May 6, 1899.
On the same date in 1937, 

the Hindenburg exploded.
The Lusitania was sunk 

on May 7, 1915.
Germany surrenders on 

May 7, 1945. That was the 
cause of VE Day on May 8.

May is Veterans Apprecia-
tion Month!!

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, hug a vet and God 
bless.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Here’s a whole bunch of 

dates for upcoming events:
May is Veterans Appre-

ciation Month and Bronx 
Week begins with a veter-
ans breakfast at Maestro’s, 
culminating with the pa-
rade at Mosholu Parkway 
on the Sunday, May17.  Fri-
day, May 15 there’s a semi-
nar on veterans’ issues at 
Jacobi Hospital, Bldg 4, 8:30 
a.m. to noon.  Please regis-

ter by calling (718) 918.6038.  
On the 17th we also have our 
3rd Sunday meeting at the 
Turner Club, 11a.m. sharp.  
The Monday, May 25 is Me-
morial Day and we have cer-
emonies at our Bicentennial 
Memorial Park at 10 a.m., 
the Van Nest Monument if 
we can make it, Throggs 
Neck Memorial Post 1456 at 
noon, then off to the City Is-
land Parade for 2 p.m. step-
off.  The annual ceremony at 

the Memorial Circle at Edge-
water Park is the Sunday, 
May 24, the Sunday morning 
before at 11 a.m.  

On Friday, June 5, 7 p.m., 
it’s Call to Convention, the 

Bronx County Legion activ-
ity reports and election at the 
Sam Young Post 620.  Sunday, 
June 14 is Flag Day and is 
also the Sam Young Post an-
nual  BBQ for the patients at 
the Kingsbridge VA.  TN Me-
morial Post 1456 will have 
the dedication of their beau-
tiful building renovations on 
the Sunday, June 14.  Remem-
ber, our June meeting is the 
4th Sunday, the 28th for BBQ 
and swearing in of offi cers, 

regular time, but held at TN 
Post 1456.  We will be on hia-
tus for the summer so we can 
all try to get to comedy night 
at Sam Young Post, Saturday, 
August 15.

Thanks to Dr. Paul, I have 
the number to help you ob-
tain the very important DD 
Form 214 - (866) 272-6272.

Until next time:  Step 1- 
take this to you calendar and 
write down these dates.  Step 
2 - Please try to be there.  

BY  GENE DEFRANCIS 
This week on Allerton we 

celebrated Mother’s Day and 
hope everyone who came out 
in the rain enjoyed our Moth-
er’s Day Sidewalk Sale.

The rain put a little 
damper on the event but it 
did not stop Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj and Councilman 
Ritchie Torres from stopping 
by and putting a smile on the 
faces of a few of our neigh-
bors and merchants.

Senator Jeff Klein came 
through for us big time as 
well. His staff organized a 
major graffiti clean up this 
past weekend. And with 
his help and the help of our 
neighbors we will be vigi-
lant and aggressive this 
summer in addressing this 
issue.

To us graffi ti is a sign/ cry 
for help. It’s our mindset that 

it is a challenge to see if any-
one is paying attention to the 
community. Well we are pay-
ing attention. And we will 
leave no one behind in uplift-
ing our great community.

The light rain was per-
fect for our beautiful newly 
planted fl owers that Assem-
blyman Gjonaj and staff pro-
vided the Allerton commu-
nity.

The Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce provided us with 
the equipment to get up to 
the light poles and reach the 
planters and we also used the 
lift to remove some telephone 

wire sneakers and other hard 
to reach debris.

Reminders:

Saturday, June 20 is the 
Allerton Barnes Block Party 
and Saturday, July 18 is our 

OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION HOLDS MAY CROWNING

The 3rd grade students at Our Lady of the Assumption School recently celebrated the May crowing  of 
Mary, the mother of out Lord Jesus.

International Food Festival.
Check out our local library 

tucked away on Barnes Ave-
nue. Lots of new events hap-
pening to get the daily wor-
ries off your mind for awhile 

and connect with your neigh-
bors.

As always any question, 
comments, concerns can be 
sent to AllertonMerchants@
gmail.com.
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RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

As we settle in to the re-
ality that we will prob-
ably never know what 

happened to Etan Patz after he 
disappeared that May morn-
ing in 1979, maybe we can fi -
nally come to terms with the 
legacy the crime left behind.

The legacy of constant, 
crippling fear.

I promise I won’t only be 
writing columns about heli-
copter parenting, but indulge 
me this one, because of the 
circumstances. You see, a re-
porter who called me for com-
ment after the Patz trial ended 
in a hung jury asked me the 
question that I get asked, one 
way or another, all the time. 
Sometimes it is by parents try-
ing to feel less anxious. Some-
times it is by the media trying 
to stir that anxiety up. 

Either way, it is this:
“What would you say to 

parents who are interested in 
letting their kids walk home 
from the park but are too ner-
vous that their child might be 
the next Etan?”

Oh, so much. 
Parents afraid that their 

How to stop imaging ‘The Next Etan’
child might be the “next Etan” 
are understandably fearful, 
since we have been hearing 
about this case for 36 years. 
It is our New York catechism. 
We have been trained to refl ex-
ively picture the saddest pos-
sible fate — basically, Etan’s 
— before we let our kids do 
anything on their own. I call 
this “worst-fi rst thinking” — 
thinking up the worst case 
scenario fi rst, and proceeding 
as if it is likely to happen.

It is depressing. It is para-
lyzing. And it isn’t really keep-
ing our kids any safer. Too see 
why, try this:

Imagine if, 36 years ago, 
a child — call him Frederick 
— had died falling down the 
stairs. It is a rare way to die, 
but it happens. Now imagine 
that Frederick’s case had re-
ceived inordinate media atten-
tion. Article after article. Tele-
vision story after television 
story. “Remembering Fred-
erick” would be the headline 
on the cover of People maga-
zine, and the name of a docu-
drama. But would it make 
sense for parents to feel heart-

stopping fear every time their 
kids wanted to walk down the 
stairs? 

Of course not. 
One terrible, tragic case 

that happened when a child 
was doing something that is 
generally very safe and nor-
mal should not change the 

way we go about everyday life. 
Certainly not for 36 years. We 
would have to try to keep it in 
perspective. After all, since 
1979, 120,000,000 Americans 
have been 6 years old and not 
appeared on the cover of Peo-
ple, because nothing bad hap-
pened to them. 

That is a hard perspective 
to keep in our predator-ob-
sessed society. But a couple of 
things help me. One is this: For 
my book, Free-Range Kids, I 
asked the British author War-
wick Cairns to solve this prob-
lem for me. “How long would 
you have to leave a child out-
side, unattended, for it to be 
statistically likely that the 
child would be kidnapped by a 
stranger?” This is sort of like 
asking, “How many lottery 
tickets would you have to buy 
to be statistically likely to win 
the jackpot?” He crunched the 
numbers and responded: 

It is 600,000 years.
And after the fi rst 100,000 

years or so, your child isn’t 
technically a kid anymore.

Another calming thought 
is that there has never been 

a safer time to be a child in 
America, and New York is par-
ticularly safe. Our city’s crime 
rate is actually below the na-
tional average. And if we’re 
talking murders (which we 
are), there were 328 homicides 
in our city last year — “the 
lowest number since at least 
1963, when reliable statistics 
were fi rst kept,” according to 
The New York Times. 

That means that walking 
to school, playing in the park, 
and waiting at the bus stop are 
safer for our kids than when 
we were kids and our parents 
let us go outside.

So we can live in fear of 
very rare, very random events 
that we can’t possibly predict 
in the course of everyday life. 
Or we can remember the best 
aphorism anyone ever sent to 
my blog: “All the worry in the 
world doesn’t prevent death. It 
prevents life.”

Lenore Skenazy is a pub-
lic speaker and founder of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids. 

St. Raymond High School for Boys students 
Daniel Perez and Paul Dolmo beat out hun-
dreds of students in the fi erce “News and 
Views” competition for Best Photo Essay in 
early May. 

(Right, l-r) Nick Gregory of Channel 5 
WNYW-TV, Paul Dolmo, and Daniel Perez.

ST. RAYMOND BOYS 
HIGH SCHOOL

BEST PHOTO ESSAY 
WINNERS

BY MICHELE TORRIONI
Hello everyone, the next 

Pelham Bay Taxpayer and 
Civic Association meeting 
will be Tuesday, May 19 at  
7:30 p.m. in St. Theresa cafete-
ria.  Our guest speaker will by 
Chrys Napolitano from Locust 
Point Civic Association. Chrys 
and her crew will be speaking 
about the CSA (community–
supported agricultural) that 
is available to anyone inter-
ested in becoming a member. 
CSA members or subscribers 
pay at the onset of the growing 
season for a share of the antic-
ipated harvest; once harvest-
ing begins, they periodically 
receive shares of produce. 
In addition to produce, some 

CSA services may include ad-
ditional farm products like 
honey, eggs, dairy, and meat. 

Chrys will also discuss 
some of the events that are 
happening at the Locust 
Point Civic Center; they offer 
many wonderful things such 
as yoga, cooking classes and 
much more. Hopefully we will 
also have Debra Hunt from 
Community Board 10 avail-
able to speak about the CB10’s 
healthy lifestyle challenge. 

Staying healthy is impor-
tant at any age, so stay ac-
tive and get out and enjoy the 
weather, smell the fl owers and 
while you’re out and about 
say hello to your neighbors. 
You never know what a smile 

can do for someone else’s day.  
Every time you frown, you’re 
unnecessarily exhausting 43 
facial muscles, while smiling 
only uses 17 muscles. Some 
studies show that beaming 
can benefi t your blood pres-
sure levels. Add a laugh and 
you’ll also slim your middle -- 
the movement exercises your 
abs, diaphragm, shoulders 
and heart. 

Scientists at Vanderbilt 

University found that laugh-
ing can stoke your calorie 
burn by up to 20 percent. See 
what a simple smile can do, 
imagine if we did it every day. 

Mother’s day traffi c was a 
nightmare. City Island was 
at a standstill, but on a happy 
note that means that the moth-
ers, whatever form that might 
be in, are loved and appreci-
ated, right? Seriously though, 
we need to continue to work 
on traffi c issues in our com-
munity and the Pelham Bay 
Taxpayers and Civic Associa-
tion along with the East Bronx 
Traffi c Coalition will continue 
to push for traffi c reform in 
our area wherever possible. 

Membership dues are 

due please send your dues 
to Pelham Bay Taxpayers 
and Civic Association at 1720 
Mayfl ower Avenue, Apt. 10H, 
Bronx, NY 10461.  As I men-
tioned in my previous article 
we have also set up an email 
account pbta1965@gmail.
com so feel free to send any 
thoughts, comments, ideas 
and concerns to our email. 
We are checking this regu-
larly to address any messages 
we receive. 

Please make a note that go-
ing forward our meetings will 
now be on the third Tuesday 
of the month instead of the 
second Tuesday.  I look for-
ward to seeing everyone at the 
meeting. 
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Commitment
Dedication
Excellence

omen25Influential
Bronx

2015

These special words are reserved for those individuals who have 
devoted their own life to improve the lives of others. This year 
the Bronx Times, through a series of in-depth profi les, salutes 25 
Infl uential Bronx Women. Each woman’s unique accomplishments 
will be highlighted in a keepsake publication on May 29, 2015.

Dr. Anita Vazquez Batisti
Fordham University’s Graduate

School of Education

Denise Pagan
Alianza Puertorriquena

Debra Ann Jaffee
St. Clare’s Senior Center

Rev. Carmen Hernandez
Stratford Community Services, Inc.
NYC LGBTQS Chamber of Commerce

Michelle Centeno
National Conference of Puerto Rican Women NY Chapter

Loretta Zaino
Primavera Program

Rev. Que English
Bronx Christian FellowshipNYC Clergy Roundtable

Maribel Gonzalez
South of France Restaurant Owner

Nilka Martell
G.I.V.E./Friends of Starlight Park

Barbara Robles-Gonzalez
Offi ce of Bronx District Attorney

Nancy Biberman
WHEDco

Elizabeth Gill
47th Precinct Community Coucil

Dr. Lisa Anne Rizopoulos
Manhattan College

Cynthia Jones
Hostos Community College

Naomi Pouchie
Author

Dr. Deborah Dolan Hunt
College of New Rochelle

Wilma Tamayo
Fordham Law School

Hon. Llinet Rosado
Bronx Family Court

Rhina Valentin
BronxNet

Judy Hutson
222nd Street Block Association

Hon. Fiordaliza A. Rodriguez
Bronx Family Court

Susan O’Hanlon Mendogni
Fancy Feet Dance Studios

Dr. Yvette Calderon
North Central Bronx Hospital

Bharati S. Kemraj
Offi ce of Bronx Borough President

Dr. Eva Yan
Metro Optics

Please join us in recognizing the
25 Bronx Infl uential Women of 2015!

Call Laura Guerriero at 718-260-4593 for Rates

101 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | TELEPHONE: 347-680-3865 | EMAIL: SCAVELLOP@AOL.COM

6th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Tuesday, June 30, 2015 - 6pm to 10pm

Per Person

R.S.V.P. by June 12, 2015
(718) 260-4595

              Of This Year’s Honorees

Loretta Zaino

Rev. Que English

Nilka Martell

Nancy Biberman

Naomi Pouchie

Wilma Tamayo

Hon. Llinet Rosado

Rhina Valentin

Judy Hutson

Susan O’Hanlon Mendogni

Bharati S. Kemraj

25
2013

INFLUENTIAL
BRONX
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East Bronx History Forum highlights

1931 NYC Police Department mug 
shot of Arthur S. Flegenheimer, 
AKA Dutch Schultz.

Action
Association

FOR ADVERTISING RATES AND INFORMATION 
CALL (718) 260-4593

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
New York State has not 

fared well in recent compara-
tive state ratings.

In 2014, according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau, Florida 
passed New York to become the 
nation’s third most populous 
state by adding an average of 
803 new residents each day be-
tween July 1, 2013 and July 1, 
2014. Florida’s population grew 
by 293,000 over this period, 
reaching 19.9 million. The pop-
ulation of New York increased, 
almost entirely in the NYC met-
ropolitan area, by 51,000 to 19.7 
million. The Census Bureau 
notes that the decline comes 
from the economically chal-
lenged upstate counties.

A substantial factor in 
New York’s decline has been 
the lack of employment. As a 
whole, thirty-fi ve states had 
better employment fi gures 
than New York. 

Overall, New York State 
ranks dead last among the fi fty 
states in the crucial area of eco-

nomic outlook ranking, accord-
ing to report recently released 
by the American Legislative 
Exchange Council (ALEC).

The fi ve states with the best 
prospects are Utah, North Da-
kota, Indiana, North Carolina 
and Arizona. The fi ve with 
the worst prospects are Ore-
gon, New Jersey, Connecticut, 
Minnesota, Vermont and New 
York.

From best to worst, here 
are ALEC’s state rankings: 
1, Utah; 2, North Dakota; 3, 
Indiana; 4, North Carolina; 
5, Arizona; 6, Idaho; 7, Geor-
gia; 8, Wyoming; 9, South Da-
kota; 10, Nevada; 11, Texas; 
12, Virginia; 13, Wisconsin; 
14, Alaska; 15, Florida; 16, 
Oklahoma; 17, Tennessee; 18, 
Kansas; 19, Alabama; 20, Mis-
sissippi; 21, Colorado; 22, Ar-
kansas; 23, Ohio; 24, Michi-
gan; 25, Iowa; 26, Louisiana; 
27, Missouri; 28, Massachu-
setts; 29, New Hampshire; 30, 
Kentucky; 31, Nebraska; 32, 
South Carolina; 33, Maryland; 

34, New Mexico; 35, Washing-
ton; 36, West Virginia; 37, Ha-
waii; 38, Delaware; 39, Rhode 
Island; 40, Illinois; 41, Pennsyl-
vania; 42, Maine; 43, Montana; 
44, California; 45, Oregon; 46, 
New Jersey; 47, Connecticut; 
48, Minnesota; 49, Vermont; 
50, New York,

The policy areas that 
formed the basis for the rat-
ings include the top marginal 
personal income tax rate, top 
marginal corporate income 
tax rate, personal income tax 
progressivity, property tax 
burden, sales tax burden, re-
maining tax burden, exis-
tence of estate/inheritance 
taxes, recently legislated tax 
changes, debt service as a 
share of tax revenue, public 

employees per 10,000 of popu-
lation, state liability system 
survey, state minimum wage, 
average workers’ compensa-
tion costs, right to work legis-
lation, and the number of tax 
expenditure limits.

A Siena poll, reported in 
Syracuse.com, found that those 
in upstate New Yorkers have a 
pessimistic view of their eco-
nomic status.  “Nearly 60 per-
cent of those in the new poll 
said they spend more time wor-
rying about money than they 
did previously. Nearly 70 per-
cent of upstate New Yorkers be-
lieve a young person growing 
up in the region today has less 
opportunity for success than 
someone 25 years ago.

“The economy is hitting 
residents in a variety of ways, 
with 36 percent saying they 
have fallen behind on bills and 
74 percent reporting problems 
with food prices, according to 
the poll. Another 64 percent 
said gas prices are a problem 
and 57 percent of residents 

are worried about the cost of 
health care.

“Just 28 percent of upstate 
residents expect to be better 
off fi nancially a year from 
now, the poll found. Most 
residents expect no change 
and about 14 percent of those 
polled said their situation will 
be worse.”

The plight of upstate resi-
dents is a product of the im-
balance of political power, 
which has shifted heavily to-
wards the metropolitan area. 
The governor, the assembly 
speaker, and the senate lead-
ership all call the greater met-
ropolitan area home.  There is 
also an imbalance of political 
leanings, as statewide adher-
ents to pro-growth economic 
policies are dramatically out-
numbered by expansive social 
welfare proponents.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our sponsored 
radio broadcasts, and visit our 
website at comactainc.com.

BY LYNN GERBINO
On Tuesday, May 26 at 

7:30 p.m., at our meeting at 
the Villa Barone Manor we 
are partnering with Commu-
nity Board 10 and the New 
York State Energy Research 
Development Authority (NY-
SERDA) to bring an outreach 
to community organizations 
and neighborhood institutions 
whose main focus  is to explain 
clean energy technology and 
the benefi ts of microgrids, as 
backup reserves when main 
power grids fail.  

In addition, it is antici-

pated that energy technology 
vendors will be present to de-
scribe the products in more de-
tail as it applies to community 
grids as well as individual ho-
meowners.  Another topic that 
will be briefl y discussed is the 
now closed NYPrize competi-
tion sponsored by NYSERDA, 
on community-based micro-
crids. 

It will be a great opportu-
nity to learn fi rst  hand about 
alternative energy and its im-
portance in the future. Please 
join us...all are welcome. 
Please RSVP to bx10@cb.nyc.

gov or call (718) 892-1161 if you 
would like to attend. 

Our thanks go out to Ken 
Kerns and John Marano of CB 
10 for arranging this event for 
us!!

If you have not paid your 
dues, please do so. You may 

send a check for $15 dollars: 
Throggs Neck Homeown-
ers Association, P.O. Box 25, 
Throggs Neck Station, Bronx, 
NY 10465. Without your sup-
port, we would not exist. 

At our last meeting, we 
learned much about immuni-
zations for our children and 
for ourselves. Thanks to Ja-
cobi Medical Center for send-
ing over Dr. Coyle and Dr. 
Dubajowski. Also, we may 
have a few more members for 
the Locust Point CSA as a re-
sult of Chrys, Ann, Jim and 
Lourdes giving a presentation 

on what is offered when you 
purchase a share. The ‘Zom-
bie’ property on Schley Av-
enue was also discussed and 
the neighbors’ who live near 
the property are rightly con-
cerned about their quality of 
life. 

Happy Mother’s Day to all 
moms and those who are sur-
rogate moms. Have a wonder-
ful day full of love, laughter 
and family fun.

     If you need us, please call 
(718) 823-0327. You can also 
“like” us on Facebook. Enjoy 
the week.

BY THOMAS X. CASEY
If you are an old time NY 

Yankee fan, you may remem-
ber the jingle “hey get your 
cold beer, get your ice cold 
Ballantine beer”.  Met fans 
may think fondly hearing 
“My beer is Rheingold the 
dry beer, think of Rheingold 
whenever you buy beer, It’s 
not bitter, not sweet It’s the 
extra dry treat, won’t you try 
extra dry Rheingold beer? 

The East Bronx History 
Forum will be visiting the 
time when there was no 
beer for sale at Yankee Sta-
dium, Ebbets Field or the 
Polo Grounds.  In fact, on 

January 17, 1920 the Eigh-
teenth Amendment to the 
US Constitution banned the 
sale and consumption of al-
cohol throughout the entire 
United States.  Unless, shh-
hhhh, I know a place in the 
Bronx.

The East Bronx History 
Forum will hold its 101st 
meeting on Wednesday, May 
20 at the Huntington Free Li-
brary at 7:30 p.m..  Know the 
password and you are in, but 
remember, mum’s the word.

The forum is pleased 
to have two of the most re-
nowned Bronx bootleggers, 
I mean urban archaeologist 

and investigators to lead a 
presentation ‘Bronx Bootleg-
gers, Road Houses and Speak-
easies.’   

Robert Apuzzo has written 
a few books on local archaeo-
logical fi nds and guide books 
on early bottles.   This led Bob 
to research the brewers that 
made the beer, their disap-
pearance from the Bronx dur-
ing probation and the bootleg-
gers that fi lled the void.  He 
will be joined by East Bronx 
History Forum vice president 
and retired NYPD offi cer Tom 
Vasti still tracking down the 
gangsters that ran the Bronx 
and the places that sold the il-

legal beer and liquor.  
It is estimated that over 

100,000 speakeasies operated 
in NYC from 1920 to 1933, but 
the focus will be on the most 
prominent and luxurious 
joints in the east Bronx. 

Please do not BYOB be-
cause the Huntington Free 
Library is still a dry house, 
but join us at 9 Westchester 
Square.  The library is next 
to the Apple Bank and park-
ing is free after 7 p.m.   All 
meetings are free and open to 
the public and please view the 
East Bronx History Forum 
web page at BronxNYC.com, 
or follow us on Facebook 



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MAY 15-21, 201566    BTR

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MAY 15-21, 2015 67  BTR

                                                                            

               
                         

ROCK & ROLL

SHOW

     

                            Louis Vanaria            
As long as I’m Singing       

           

                    Lou Christie                 
      Lightning Strikes / Gypsy Cried    

         

  Shirley Alston Reeves   
             Soldier Boy 

                                   Linda Jansen & Angels                                                My Boyfriends Back / Till                   
   Tally ( Elvis ) Lauriti                   GI Blues   

cover the Lane Avenue and Trem-
ont Avenue intersection, the inter-
section at Silver Street and Tremont, 
and along Westchester Avenue from 
the Huntington Library through the 
stretch of Tremont that leads to Leh-
man High. 

The additional cameras will pro-
vide full coverage of the district from 
the front of Lehman High School, 
through the ‘safe corridor’ students 
take to the buses and trains, and up 
Tremont Avenue and Willamsbridge 
Road to beyond the BID’s northern 
border at Silver Street and East-
chester Road.

Enhancing security for students in 
the neighborhood was a factor in the 
placement of the cameras, said Sorin.

“You have thousands of kids who 
come through here on a daily basis,” 
she said.

And in addition to providing stu-
dents, local residents and shoppers 
with a sense of safety, the cameras will 
be a boon for the BID trying to attract 
new businesses to the neighborhood, 
said Sorin.

“We can promote the area on an-
other level for retail establishments 
coming in, knowing there is an estab-
lished security system in place,” she 
said.

Sorin said the surveillance will be 

a stabilizing factor as the neighbor-
hood grows in the next few years, with 
the arrival of a brand-new library and 
the Bronx Council on the Arts head-
quarters.

“It’s a great thing for the area,” said 

Westchester Square welcomes security cameras
From page 1

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto (c) points out new hi-defi nition camera installed in Westchester Square to the Business Improvement 
District chairman John Bonizio (l) and Dom Siano of SiSoft Communications. Photo courtesy of the Westchester Square BID

Michael Meldish, 62, was shot execution-style 
inside his parked car at a Ellsworth Avenue 
crosswalk on Friday, November 15, 2013.   
 Photo courtesy of the NYS Department of 
Corrections

members were apprehended in drug 
busts and the few remaining  rem-
nants joined the 116th Street Crew.

Joseph Meldish, 60, is currently 
serving a 25-year to life sentence at 
Shawangunk Correctional Facility af-
ter being arrested and charged with 
murder in the 2nd degree for the 1999 
mistaken identity execution of Joe 
Brown inside Frenchy’s Bar, formerly 
located in Throggs Neck.

Meldish’s girlfriend, Kimberly 
Hanzlik, 50, is serving 20-years to life 
at Bedford Hills Correctional Facility 
for Women and charged with murder 
in the 2nd degree for her involvement 
in the 1999 Brown execution.

Back then, Hanzlik entered 
Frenchy’s searching for Brown’s 
brother Thomas who owed Meldish 
money, but mistook Brown for him.

Concealing his identity behind a 
ski mask, Meldish approached a back 
table where Brown was sitting and ex-
ecuted him.

The couple was arrested in 2007 and 
convicted of this crime in 2011. 

Two arrested in 2013 execution
From page 1

According to the New York State 
Department of Corrections and Com-
munity Supervision, Meldish will be 
eligible for parole on September 22, 
2032 and Hanzlik will become eligible 
on February 14, 2031.

Sorin.
The BID director thanked the as-

semblyman for his support of the BID’s 
mission through the $200,000 grant.

“I am extremely happy to be able to 
allocate the funds for cameras in the 

Westchester Square BID,” said Bene-
detto. “The protection of our citizens 
and people who patronize Westchester 
Square shops are paramount in my 
mind.”
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Why were all of those “Glit-
terati-celebs” surprised that 
the Mayor and his wife did not 
attend the fund raising ball at 
the Met? The socialist, that he 
is, could not have gone to such 
a capitalist show.

Mayweather-Pacquano

Neither boxer looked to be in 
their primes. Dan Rafael (ES-
PNNY.com) reported Curtis 
landed 148 out of 435 punches 
(34%) while Manny landed 81 
of 429 (19%). Today’s punch-
ers will throw twice as many 
punches. Both fi ghters showed 
their age, however Manny 
seemed more affected.

Mayweather won the legacy 
fi ght, stamping himself as the 
best fi ghter of an era he and Pac-
quiao have shared and domi-
nated. During their great runs, 
they both won numerous world 
titles and beat fi ve common op-
ponents, all likely Hall of Fam-
ers, in Oscar De La Hoya (al-
ready inducted), Miguel Cotto, 
Ricky Hatton, Juan Manuel 
Marquez and Shane Mosley.

And while the fi ght took 
years to make because of the 
intense squabbling between 
camps that do not like each 
other, Mayweather said it was 
worth the wait.” (Not for the 
boxing fans, I think)

I gave Manny only 3 
rounds.

“Pacquiao also said after 
the fi ght that he injured his 
right shoulder in training, and 

“Just making the regional isn’t the goal any 
longer. It’s winning games there and making it 
through to that championship day and compet-
ing for a berth in supers.”
RACHEL GILLEN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75

No 
Surprise

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

BY LESLIE MONTEIRO
James Monroe didn’t try 

to fool itself by calling its 
matchup with George Wash-
ington just another game.

The Eagles baseball team 
wanted to hand their rival it 
fi rst league loss of the season 
and avenge and earlier defeat 
in the Monroe Tournament fi -
nal. They accomplished their 
objectives by beating host 
George Washington 4-3 in a 
AAA crossover game on Mon-
day afternoon.

The victory could give 
Monroe a higher seed in the 
PSAL playoffs after handing 
George Washington ace Wes-
ley Rodriguez, who came on 
in relief, his fi rst loss of the 
season.

“With George Washington 
beating us in the tournament 
this year, we owe them,” said 
James Monroe baseball coach 
Mike Turo.

Eagles ace Francisco Justo 
got a chance show off his 
stuff with a number of Major 
League scouts and executives 
on hand to watch the Bronx 
native Rodriguez. Former 
Mets general manager Omar 
Minaya, now the Senior VP 
of Baseball Operations for the 
San Diego Padres and Indians 
director of Latin American 
operations Ramon Pena were 
among the notables in atten-
dance.  

Justo did his part by throw-
ing 6 2/3 innings and striking 
out eight hitters.  He almost 
pitched a complete game, but 
he couldn’t since he would 
exceed the PSAL pitch count 
limit of 104 pitches. Turo had 
no choice but to take his prized 
starter out of the game and in-
sert Matthew Pinero to close 
the game with an out to go.

“Francisco was locked in 
all day,” Turo said. “We told 
him to throw strikes and stay 
focus of what we had to do.”

It could have been easy 
for Justo to lose focus after 
giving up a two-out, two-run 
home run to Ronald Puente in 
the fourth inning that enabled 
George Washington (14-1) to 

tie the score at 2-2. He stopped 
the damage there however.

“I had to concentrate and 
get the last out,” Justo said. 
“I knew my hitters would bail 
me out next inning.”

James Monroe (15-1) broke 
the tie by scoring two runs in 
the fi fth. Joel Paulino started 
the frame with a triple, and 
Robin Adames delivered an 
RBI double that scored Pau-
lino to put his team ahead for 
good.

“I was looking to make con-
tact,” Adames said.” “I was 
hoping I hit enough to score 
the runner home.”

Jason Pineda’s RBI triple 
scored Eddy Gonzalez, who 
was the pinch-runner for 
Adames. That extended James 
Madison’s lead to 4-2.

 “I knew we needed to get 
as many runs as possible be-
cause we knew George Wash-
ington can score late,” Pineda 
said of what was the decisive 

run.
 George Washington got a 

run back in the seventh when 
Leandy doubled and scored af-
ter advancing to third on Kel-
vin Puello’s ground out. Mon-
roe didn’t let it do any more 
damage.  

“We have faced many great 
pitchers in the city, and we 
beat them,” Adames said. 
“This win gives us a boost 
that we can beat anyone in the 
playoffs.”

Justo pitches Monroe over 
rival George Washington 

Francisco Justo tossed a gem for Monroe in a win over George Washington. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 75
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
The Wings athletic programs could 

be shut out of interstate competition 
next year as punishment for its partic-
ipation in the Dick’s High School Na-
tionals Tournament — and school of-
fi cials say the league didn’t warn them 
about those consequences before the 
event.

The New York State Public High 
School Athletic Association, the state’s 
sanctioning body, will not sanction the 
Wings’ athletic programs for interstate 
play in the 2015–16 season, according 
its executive director Robert Zayas, 
after the South Shore girls’ basket-
ball team played in the unsanctioned 
Dick’s Nationals that was broadcast 
live on ESPN in early April. 

“In fairness to other states through-
out the country, they are asking me, 
‘Do these schools abide by all the rules 
and regulations of your state?’ ” Zayas 
said. “By participating in a national 
event, I can’t in good faith say that 
they do for a period of one year.”  

The ruling means Wings is cleared 
to play schools from New York State, 
but teams from outside the Empire 
State would have to think twice before 
facing Wings, because those squads 
could be subject to punishment by 
their states’ governing bodies. 

“That’s up to all the other states,” 
Zayas said.

Brooklyn-based South Shore was 
slapped with the same punishment 
over its girls’ hoops squad’s participa-
tion in the Dick’s tournament.

According to the association’s web-
site, interstate competition is when 
teams, or individuals representing 
their schools, travel across state lines 
to participate in competitive sports 
events, including but not limited to 
such events as “shoot-outs,” “show-
cases,” and “round-robin tourna-
ments.” 

The ruling could hinder the South 
Shore’s girls’ and boys’ hoops teams’ 
ability to travel out of state for events 
that showcase the kids in front of col-
lege coaches in hopes of gaining schol-
arship offers. 

According to Zayas, he hand-deliv-
ered a letter outlining the punishment 
to Public School Athletic League Ex-
ecutive Director Donald Douglas on 
March 28 — a week before the Dick’s 
event — during a long talk in the 
bleachers of the University of Albany’s 
SEFCU Arena at the state Federation 
basketball tournament. 

The letter stated that the state asso-
ciation would not provide the schools’ 
athletic programs with interstate 
sanctioning for the coming season if 
their teams took the fl oor for the event, 
according to the minutes of the orga-
nization’s May 1 executive board meet-
ing. The letter also said it would notify 
the State Education Department of the 

violation of the Commissioner’s Regu-
lations. 

But the PSAL continued to tell its 
teams to play — and didn’t even tell 
the schools about the promised conse-
quences. 

Wings Athletic Director Michael 
Salvatore said he was unaware of po-
tential consequences or the New York 
State Public High School Athletic As-
sociation’s ruling until being con-
tacted by this paper.

“I asked the PSAL and they said, 
‘It’s fi ne, go ahead,’”  Salvatore said. 
“We were not aware of any possible 
consequences.”

He said he was disappointed in the 
league’s lack of communication. Sal-
vatore appreciated the experience the 
boys got at the Dick’s Nationals, but 
said had he known what it would have 
cost there would have been further 
discussion of whether to let his team 
attend. The rule will force them to take 

a second look has who the boys’ basket-
ball team will play next year.

“We will have to reevaluate our 
schedule and the exposure for our stu-
dent athletes,” Salvatore said.    

South Shore was likewise kept in 
the dark by the PSAL, according to 
athletic director Pat Trani.

League offi cials refer all questions 
to the city Department of Education, 
which refused to address the withhold-
ing of the state association’s letter.

“Playing in this tournament was a 
wonderful opportunity for our student 
athletes,” said department spokesman 
Jason Fink.

There could be more consequences 
in store for South Shore, as well. Zayas 
said his organization has not offi cially 
fi led a complaint to the state Education 
Department, but when it does, the de-
partment could decide to take further 
action. Department spokesman Tom 
Dunn has not returned requests for 
comment. 

The state Federation executive 
board meets on May 13. The Catho-
lic High School Athletic Association’s 
Federation board member Tom Mur-
ray said in March that the issue of the 
Dick’s event will likely be brought up 
again there.

When Boys & Girls and Murry 
Bergtraum took part in the similar 
ESPN Rise tournament in 2010, it was 
also deemed a violation. The CHSAA 
threatened to have its teams boycott 
PSAL squads and the other two Fed-
eration members considered simi-
lar bans, but none of them followed 
through after a conference call with 
Douglas. The hope then was that this 
issue would not come up again.

Both South Shore and Wings played 
well in their opening-round games of 
the Dick’s tournament before falling 
to teams ranked in the top three in the 
nation by USA Today. 

Wings penalized for playing in Dick’s Nationals

Wings Academy celebrates their win.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Jade Vega didn’t know what she 

wanted when it came to the next four 
years of her life until visiting Cal State 
Fullerton last month.

The Cardinal Spellman senior point 
guard was never in a rush to make her 
college decision. She wanted to be cer-
tain she found the right situation and 
went on all fi ve of her allowed offi cial 
visits. It left even her parents wonder-
ing when she’d fi nally chose. 

“They asked me every day if I made 
a decision,” Vega said. “They asked me 
what was taking so long.”

Cal State Fullerton was the fourth 

school she saw. It was then that Vega 
decided she wanted to get away from 
home and experience a different por-
tion of the country. She eliminated all 
the nearby schools from contention and 
last week chose to play women’s basket-
ball at Cal State Fullerton over South 
Alabama this coming season. It ended 
a long recruiting process and provided 
her with a destination she couldn’t be 
happier with.

“I got the feeling that I belong here,” 
Vega said.   

She felt a strong connection to sec-
ond-year head coach Daron Park. Cal 
State Fullerton, which also as a strong 

sports medicine program, went 13-19 
overall and 5-11 in the Big West a year 
ago. Vega, who plays her travel ball 
with the Gauchos, got to attend last Sat-
urday nights Spellman athletic awards 
with a feeling of relief and pride. 

The Bronx Times named the 5-foot-6 
Vega the 2015 All-Bronx girls’ bas-
ketball player of the year. She wasn’t 
afraid to take the big shot, mix it up 
in the paint and sacrifi ce her body if 
need be to win. She scored 32 points 
to lead Spellman to its second straight 
CHSAA Archdiocesan title over St. Jo-
seph by-the-Sea.

“It was very relieving having it over 
with and fi nally having somewhere to 
go,” Vega said. “I feel really happy with 
it.”

Her parents felt the same, but 
wanted to make sure this was fi nally 
it. 

“They asked me, ‘Are you sure?’” 
Vega said. 

She couldn’t be more so. 

Spellman’s Vega picks 
Cal State Fullerton 

Cardinal Spellman’s Jade Vega committed to 
play at Cal State Fullerton next season. 
 Photo by Gina Palermo



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MAY 15-21, 2015 75  BTR

his camp said Nevada boxing commis-
sioners denied a request for him to 
take an anti-infl ammatory shot in his 
dressing room before facing off with 
Mayweather.

“It’s a good fi ght. I thought I won the 
fi ght,” he said. “He didn’t do anything. 
He moved outside. I got him many 
more times with a lot of punches, and 
I thought I won the fi ght; I was never 
hurt. I was very surprised at the 
scores.” It was a tension-fi lled bout, as 
Mayweather and Pacquiao sized each 
other up early. Pacquiao winced from 
a borderline low blow in the third 
round and then backed Mayweather 
into a corner and fi red a few shots, 
causing Mayweather to tie him up.

That appeared to be part of his 
strategy, to get Mayweather (48-0, 26 
KOs) on the ropes. When he could get 
Mayweather there, Pacquiao (57-6-2, 
38 KOs) let his hands go and the crowd 
went wild.

In the fourth round, Pacquiao 
nailed Mayweather with a hard 
straight left hand that sent him into 
the ropes, and he then unloaded nu-
merous punches as the crowd erupted. 
Mayweather shook his head as if to 
indicate he was not hurt, but then got 
caught with a right hook.

Mayweather was not throwing as 
many punches as Pacquiao at that 

point, but when he did, he was accu-
rate, especially with his jab as he con-
trolled the distance of the fi ght. But 
Pacquiao had bursts, such as in the 
sixth round, when he fi red straight 
left hands to back Mayweather into 
the ropes before unleashing multiple 
fl urries.

As aggressive as Pacquiao tried 
to be, Mayweather was able to blunt 
him, blocking punches and counter-
ing with jabs and straight right hands 
as he seemed to get into a groove in the 
seventh round.

Pacquiao let his hands go when 
Mayweather went to the ropes but 
didn’t land his shots cleanly enough 
to truly hurt Mayweather, who also 
never hurt him.

“I’m fi ghting in September, yes,” 
the 38-year-old Mayweather said, al-
though who he will face is a mystery. 
“I got one more fi ght with Showtime/
CBS. You guys have done a remarkable 
job. My last fi ght is in September.”

In another indication Mayweather 
is nearing the end of his career, he 
said he would vacate the world titles 
he currently holds.”

You Just Got Me Flowers

At First look, the NY Giants 1st 
round pick, Ereck Flowers, seems to 
be that “Air Craft Carrier” (6-6,329) 
the team was looking for. He IS a large 
human being, like a road grader. My 

concern is that report say his foot-
work doesn’t allow him to be a left 
tackle- just yet (pass protection).  

Football Box 

2nd Rd, Landon Collins is a proto-
typical strong safety not unlike the 
old Colt Johnny Sample. A box safety 
will creep into the “D” box to stop the 
rush.

Owamagbe Odighizuwa

3rd Rd BIG pass rushing DE. 6-3,271 
but had 2 hip surgeries

A-Rod’s Bonus

Is the 660hr. mark a milestone or a 
millstone?

Wallace Matthews (ESPNNY.com) 
wrote, “So here we have it, a tainted 
player putting up tainted numbers 
trying to collect on a contract that the 
Yankees now say is tainted, too.

Perry Patter

Dwight Perry (Seattle Times) 
wrote: “The Orioles beat Boston in a 
football: 18-7.

Conspiracy theorists immediately 
pinned the Orioles’ three extra-point 
misses on underinfl ated baseballs.

Bad news, NFL miscreants: The 
league just announced its new head of 
player discipline — and it’s that kid-
pummeling Baltimore mom.

The Orioles and White Sox played 
inside an empty stadium Wednesday.

To which Miami Marlins players 
said, “So?”

Tim Hunter, on the Australian 
jockey whose pants fell down in 
midrace: “Great news for anyone who 
bet on him to show.”

Congratulations to Prince William 
and Kate Middleton on the birth of 
their second child, a girl.

Mel Kiper Jr., unable to help him-
self, immediately declared her a sec-
ond-round sleeper with a lot of up-
side.”

Cote’s Notes

Greg Cote (Miami Herald) wrote: 
“Sports lend themselves to hyperbole. 
Everything seems oversized, over-
hyped, over-sold, over-covered. Every-
thing is the biggest, the greatest. Per-
spective can get trampled.

Right after being drafted No. 1 
overall by Tampa Bay, Jameis Win-
ston posted on Instagram a photo of 
himself enjoying crab legs — before 
quickly taking it down at the Bucs’ re-
quest. To summarize, the guy known 
for bad decisions in college took about 
nine seconds to make his fi rst one as 
a pro.”

Marinara
Bob Maranaro (Hampton Roads Pi-

lot) wrote, “Idle thought: Why stop at 
drug testing Josh Hamilton? Baseball 
should be administering urine tests 
to the Angels executives who signed 
Hamilton to a $125 million deal.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Rachel Gillen put the exclamation 

point on her playoff performance and 
another conference title for Fordham 
University.

The Rams red-shirt junior blasted 
a grand slam to dead centerfi eld in the 
top of the seventh inning to increase 
her team’s lead and ensure third-
seeded Fordham’s 8-2 victory over No. 
1 Dayton in the Atlantic-10 softball fi -
nal at UMass’ Sortino Field on April 
9. 

“I just tried to see a good pitch and 
took it where I could,” Gillen said. “I 
knew right off the bat.”

The crown is the Ram’s third 
straight and fourth in the last fi ve 
years. They travel to Harrisonburg, 
Va. to face North Carolina State in the 
opening round of the NCAA tourna-
ment on Friday. Fordham takes and 
11-game win streak with them.

“We thought it was a really good 
draw,” Gillen said. “I think this could 
be really special for us.”

Her homer, just her fi fth of the sea-
son, turned a tight 4-2 game into a 
rout. It capped at day that saw her go 
2-for-4 at the plate and score twice. 
She also scattered fi ve hits, walked 
two and fanned seven to earn the win 
the circle. Gillen was named the tour-
nament’s Most Outstanding Player. It 

was extra special after sitting out be-
cause of an injury for the fi rst title and 
playing a limited role in last year’s 
crown. 

“She’s stepped up her game a ton,” 
Fordham coach Bridget Orchard said. 
“She was coming back from injury last 
year, so I think she is at full force now. 
It’s been great to have her.”

Fordham (36-18) grabbed control 
of the game with a four-run fourth 

inning. Michelle Daubman delivered 
an RBI-single and Brianna Turgeon 
brought home a run with a ground out. 
Sydney Cannessa’s two-run double to 
right with two outs gave Fordham a 
4-0 lead. Amy Van Hoven added two 
hits.

Dayton’s only scoring came on a 
two-run homer by A-10 Player of the 
Year Tiffany Ricks in the six to trim 
the Rams lead to 4-2.

While it was another champion-
ship season for Fordham, this one 
script was certainly different. The 
Rams had been one of the confer-
ences’ top team in those seasons. 
This year it started 4-4 in Atlantic-10 
play before getting red hot late and 
winning 13 of its last 14 in confer-
ence play. Orchard said all along that 
while fi nishing in the top two would 
have great, how the team was playing 
going into the post season was much 
more important. 

“We have had different people 
stepping up at different times we 
don’t have the one person leading us,” 
she said. 

Her team failed to win a game in 
the NCAA tournament last season 
despite close losses to Florida State 
and South Carolina. The Rams last 
NCAA victory came against Marist 
in 2013. They believe this year draw 
could produce its next. Fordham lost 
to North Carolina State 5-0 and beat 
Binghamton 6-4, in March. Host and 
No. 15-seeded James Madison earned 
it fi rst national seed in program his-
tory. 

“Just making the regional isn’t 
the goal any longer,” Gillen said. “It’s 
winning games there and making it 
through to that championship day 
and competing for a berth in supers.”

Gillen’s blast powers Fordham to third straight crown

The Fordham University softball team celebrates its third straight Atlantic-10 title and NCAA 
tournament appearence. Thomas Wasiczko

Pipe Dreams: You Just Got Me Flowers; A-Rod’s Bonus
from Page 73
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Summer Performing Arts Day Camp

OPTION 1

$325 per week

OPTION 2

$300 per week

OPTION 3

$165 per week

OPTION 4

$150 per week

OPTION 5

$155 per week

OPTION 6

$140 per week

Studio Will Provide:
Breakfast    Snack    Arts and Crafts Material    Camp T-Shirt    Thursday Lunch – Pizza Party

Monday thru Thursday, July 6th – August 6th 

GIRLS AND BOYS WELCOME

with

END OF SUMMER 
PERFORMANCES

 ANDREA’S 
DANCE STUDIO

Call to inquire about sibling discounts
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