
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
President Obama visited 

Herbert H. Lehman College to 
announce a new part of an ini-
tiative designed to help urban 
youth, especially young men of 
color. 

The President visited Leh-
man College in Bedford Park 
on Monday, May 4 to meet with 
young men of color from around 
the country in a roundtable dis-
cussion, and to launch a new 
part of an initiative he began in 
February 2014 to address persis-

tent opportunity gaps. 
The visit brought jubilation 

to local leaders, and President 
Obama announced that the 
My Brother’s Keeper Alliance 
would now include a private-sec-
tor partnership with major cor-
porate leaders and companies, 
an effort that will be led by Joe 
Echevarria, MBK Alliance CEO 
and chairman, who grew up in 
the south Bronx. 

“Part of what we wanted to 
do was to make sure we heard 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
After the brutal murder of a 

young mother outside a homeless 
shelter, a host of elected offi cials 
and community leaders in Wake-
fi eld came together to call for the 
shelter’s immediate closure.

The death of shelter director 
Anna Charle, 36, who was gunned 
down near Project Renewal’s 
Bronx Boulevard residence for 
men, allegedly by a former client, 
has sparked outrage in the com-
munity over the shelter’s man-
agement and security.

Many in Wakefi eld, Woodlawn 
and Yonkers are now calling for 
the shuttering of Project Renew-
al’s Bronx Boulevard residence 
for men at 4380 Bronx Blvd. 

Elected offi cials were united 
in their desire to have it closed 
at a press conference outside the 
shelter Thursday, April 30.

Charle was found with a gun-
shot wound to the head on the 
sidewalk not far from the shelter 
after leaving work about 5:45 p.m. 
on Monday, April 27. 

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Hutchinson Metro Cen-

ter could someday get its own 
exit ramp off the Hutch.

The idea will be explored 
with a $1 million study by the 
NYC Department of Transpor-
tation to address the issue of 
increased traffi c driven by the 
development.

Senator Jeff Klein an-
nounced the funding of the 
project at the Hutchinson 
Metro Center on Friday, May 
1.

“We wanted to fi gure out 
a way to alleviate traffi c, and 
make sure there is not an un-
due burden on the surround-
ing communities,” said Klein 
at the announcement alongside 
Assemblyman Michael Bene-
detto, the DOT commissioner 
Polly Trottenberg, president 
of Simone Metro Properties 
Joe Kelleher and community 
leaders.

The study will examine the 
feasibility of and develop a 
conceptual plan to construct a 
new southbound access ramp 
to the Hutch Metro Center via 
the Hutchinson River Park-
way, in addition to the cre-
ation of a service road and two 
way-public street connecting 
to the complex.

Community activists from 
groups including the East 
Bronx Traffi c Coalition, the 
North-East Bronx Associa-
tion, and community boards 
10 and 11 celebrated the news 
after months of calling for at-
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These special words are reserved for those individals who have devoted 

their own life to improve the lives of others. This year the Bronx Times, 

through a series of in-depth profi les, salutes 25 Infl uential Bronx 

Women.  Each woman’s unique accomplishments will be highlighted in 

a keepsake publication on May 29, 2015.
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$9999  SPECIAL  PACKAGE  PER PERSON

101 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | TELEPHONE: 347-680-3865 

CALL FOR OUR

Short Term Cash Loans
on Fine Watches, Gold & 

Diamond Jewelry

1-800-PLS-PAWN
(1-800-757-7296)

WWW.PROVIDENTLOAN.COM

Pawning, redefined.

Celebrating Our Bravest
Adden Rivera visited Engine 89 during an open house on Saturday, May 2 
to celebrate the FDNY’s 150th anniversary. Events were held at fi re houses 
throughout the city. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

PROTEST TO 
CLOSE SHELTER

Hutch Metro 
traffi c study

Obama visits Bronx



BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A former reporter and editor of the Bronx 

Times-Reporter is now a published author.
On Saturday, April 18, author John Roche 

released his fi rst novel, ‘Bronx Bound’ - a fi c-
tion book based on fact that refl ects parts of 
Roche’s life as a reporter in the crime-stricken 
Bronx in the late 1980s.

Bronx Bound, which was published by 
Black Opal Books, takes place in 1988, when 
the book’s main character, Matt Brady, who 
writes for the local weekly, the Bronx Ledger. 

Through his journalistic efforts Brady has 
aspirations and hopes to get out of both the 
borough and the dead-end job he fi nds himself 
stuck in.

However, when he is sent by his editor to 
cover a murder story, he discovers that not 
only does he know the deceased, but also that 
the story itself is sinking him deeper and 
deeper into his home town, and jeopardizing 
his own life in the process.

“I wanted to write a story about the Bronx 
- where I was born and raised,” said Roche. 
“Given the fact that I worked for the Bronx 
Times Reporter and other newspapers in the 
borough for almost 20 years, I guess it was 
natural for me to have the main character be 
a reporter for a weekly newspaper.”

Roche, who has also written for daily 
newspapers in the past, claims, however, that 
he ate, breathed and slept community news-
papers. 

While working under publisher John Col-

lazzi, he recalled that John always told him 
that a community newspaper’s job is to hold 
a mirror up for the community so they can re-
fl ect on it. 

With his new book, Roche hopes to give 
readers a gripping story, but ultimately some-
thing they can refl ect on.

“There were a few things I wanted to get 
across in the book - one, it’s always bothered 
me that in a fi ctionalized story about a re-
porter, whether it’s a book, movie or TV show, 
when the reporter gets involved in a major 
story, the editor always gives the reporter all 

the time he needs to work on that one story,” 
said Roche. 

“In real life, that couldn’t be further from 
the case. You might be trying to track down a 
major crime story, but you still have to cover 
the school spelling bee, some civic meeting or 
the local guy who invented something. I tried 
to capture that challenge of juggling ten sto-
ries at once, all the time.”

Roche worked three stints at the Bronx 
Times Reporter between the late 1980s and 
early 2000s as a copy editor, reporter and even-
tually editor, as well as associate publisher. 

He also wrote articles in the Bronx Times-
Reporter’s weekly side edition, 911: The Bronx 
Bulletin, in the early 1990s, which likely con-
tributed to the topic of Roche’s fi rst novel. 

However, he also sees the book, which he 
wrote in spurts over a two-year period, as a 
positive dedication to his hometown borough.

“Although there’s crime and other prob-
lems in it, the book in my eyes is also a love 
letter to the Bronx,” said Roche. “It’s a spe-
cial place, and no matter what changes the 
borough goes through, the Bronx retains its 
unique character because of the people. I tried 
to get that out there, maybe to replace some of 
the stereotypical ideas often portrayed about 
the borough. I wrote a crime novel because, as 
a reporter, I’m always attracted to putting the 
pieces of a puzzle together - but it’s more than 
a mystery - it’s a homage to the Bronx.”

Roche held a book launch and signing 
at Brewski’s new literary deck, located at 

3718 East Tremont Avenue, on Monday, May 
4, where he personally signed copies of his 
book for all in attendance. Donations to the 
Throggs Neck Benevolent Association were 
also made.
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ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

John Roche’s fi rst novel, ‘Bronx Bound’, was re-
leased on Saturday, April 18. 

Former BTR editor releases crime novel

Former Bronx Times reporter and editor John 
Roche is now a published author after releasing 
his fi rst novel, ‘Bronx Bound.’ 
 Photos courtesy of John Roche
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These special words are reserved for those individuals who have 
devoted their own life to improve the lives of others. This year 
the Bronx Times, through a series of in-depth profi les, salutes 25 
Infl uential Bronx Women. Each woman’s unique accomplishments 
will be highlighted in a keepsake publication on May 29, 2015.

Dr. Anita Vazquez Batisti
Fordham University’s Graduate

School of Education

Denise Pagan
Alianza Puertorriquena

Debra Ann Jaffee
St. Clare’s Senior Center

Rev. Carmen Hernandez
Stratford Community Services, Inc.

NYC LGBTQS Chamber of Commerce

Michelle Centeno
National Conference of Puerto Rican Women NY Chapter

Loretta Zaino
Primavera Program

Rev. Que English
Bronx Christian FellowshipNYC Clergy Roundtable

Maribel Gonzalez
South of France Restaurant Owner

Nilka Martell
G.I.V.E./Friends of Starlight Park

Barbara Robles-Gonzalez
Offi ce of Bronx District Attorney

Nancy Biberman
WHEDco

Elizabeth Gill
47th Precinct Community Coucil

Dr. Lisa Anne Rizopoulos
Manhattan College

Cynthia Jones
Hostos Community College

Naomi Pouchie
Author

Dr. Deborah Dolan Hunt
College of New Rochelle

Wilma Tamayo
Fordham Law School

Hon. Llinet Rosado
Bronx Family Court

Rhina Valentin
BronxNet

Judy Hutson
222nd Street Block Association

Hon. Fiordaliza A. Rodriguez
Bronx Family Court

Susan O’Hanlon Mendogni
Fancy Feet Dance Studios

Dr. Yvette Calderon
North Central Bronx Hospital

Bharati S. Kemraj
Offi ce of Bronx Borough President

Dr. Eva Yan
Metro Optics

Please join us in recognizing the
25 Bronx Infl uential Women of 2015!

Call Laura Guerriero at 718-260-4593 for Rates
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BREAKFAST

COLD STATION

HOT STATION

BEVERAGES

DESSERTS

$2995
 

$1495 

SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2015
SCAVELLO’S ON THE ISLAND

Treat Mom To  
Something Special

JOIN US AT SCAVELLO’S ON THE ISLAND  
FOR OUR 



Police arrested West Spruill, who was 
charged with murder and criminal pos-
session of a weapon, according to the crim-
inal complaint fi led by District Attorney 
Robert Johnson.

Assemblyman Jeff Dinowitz said that 
offi cials deliberately withheld informa-
tion before the shelter opened that many 
of the men to be housed there had been 
convicted of violent felonies.

“The tragic shooting that occurred 
near the Project Renewal homeless shel-
ter on Monday highlights the major se-
curity concerns that we have repeatedly 
warned the Department of Homeless Ser-
vices about,” he said. “This shelter came 
into Wakefi eld with no input from the 
community and over the objections of its 
residents.”

He pointed out there were numerous 
sex offenders living in the shelter and that 
it had strained the resources of the 47th 
Precinct with an infl ux of 911 calls since 
it opened.

“Project Renewal deals with an incred-
ibly tough population with serious men-
tal health issues, the formerly incarcer-
ated, as well as registered sex offenders,” 
said Councilman Andrew Cohen. “This 
work cannot be done without adequate re-
sources.”

Cohen said he had spoken in February 
with DHS Commissioner Gilbert Taylor to 
request more security at the Bronx Boule-
vard shelter, but that it was not until the 
intervention of Mayor de Blasio’s offi ce 
two days after the murder that more peace 

offi cers were assigned.
Councilman Andy King urged people 

to remember Charle, and offered condo-
lences to her family, but he also said that 
if the shelter cannot be run safely, it has 
to go.

Senator Jeff Klein called Charle’s death 
the latest in a string of heinous threats 
and serious safety concerns stemming 
from the shelter. 

Fr. Richard Gorman, CB 12 chairman, 
said that DHS operates in an “incredibly 
incompetent and disingenuous manner.” 

Many of the elected offi cials took issue 
with the number of homeless shelters ei-
ther open or planned to open in Wakefi eld, 
indicating that there were too many for 
one community.   

A service provider and advocacy group, 
Homeless Services United, staged its own 
vigil outside the shelter during the press 
conference.

“This is not a day for politics,” a state-
ment released by the group said. “It is 
a day to give thanks for the life of Ana 
Charle and for the thousands of New York-
ers who work tirelessly every day in their 
commitment to end homelessness.”

Charle, a native of Spain, lived a quiet 
life in Whitestone, Queens and had two 
young daughters.

Neighbors of the shelter who attended 
the rally took a dim view of the facility. 

“Right now my tenants want to move 
out because they have children,” said Or-
ville Johnson, a property owner in the 
community.

The men from the 108-bed facility fol-

low people around and beg for money, said 
Wakefi eld resident Suzie Durgaeersaud. 
Some of the men from  the shelter have made 
her feel threatened, she added.

Men from the facility loiter at a closed 
gas station near the facility and make ob-
scene comments to passing women and chil-
dren, said Stanley Basdeo, who added that 
catcalls and other forms of harassment have 
scared his wife, who walks past them on her 
way home.

“The ladies are the ones who are being 
subjected to what is going on here,” he said. 
“They are the ones being chased and ha-
rassed.”

Local resident Maurice Faucette said the 
men there hang out in front of the facility, 
and they do not seem to have anything to 
do. 

After the strong criticism of the shelter’s 
operations by local elected offi cials, the Co-
alition for the Homeless issued a sharp re-
buke. 

“Punishing the other residents of Project 
Renewal’s Bronx Boulevard Men’s Shelter by 
closing it down would be the worst response 
to this tragedy,” the coalition, a large home-
less advocacy group, stated. “Rather than 
taking the easy way out, we need our elected 
offi cials to contribute to real solutions.” 
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Rally to close homeless shelter

Pictured are Kenny Agosto, representing Senator Ruth Hassell-Thompson, Councilman Andy King; 
Councilman Andrew Cohen; Assemblyman Jeff Dinowitz and Community Board 12 chairman Fr. Richard 
Gorman at the press conference on Tuesday, April 30. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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tention to the increased 
traffi c in the area as a re-
sult of the development, 
which is still growing. 

The Marriot Hotel 
will open this month, 
the 550,000-square-foot 
911 call center adjacent 
to the the campus has 
yet to be completed, and 
in February Simone De-
velopment announced 
a 33-acre expansion of 
the center which will 
include a second hotel, 
retail, and offi ce space, 
among other uses.

As it stands, the Hutch 
Metro Center’s tenants 
have created 8,000 jobs 
in the Bronx, said Klein.

“We need to create 
jobs,” he said. “And at 
the same time we have 
to recognize the strong, 
vibrant communities in 
the Bronx and make sure 
we protect them.”

Trottenberg echoed 
Klein in explaining the 
need for the study, which 
will comprehensively 
examine traffi c in and 
around the development.

“We need to fi gure 

out what we can do to 
make sure this complex 
thrives economically 
while taking into consid-
eration the needs of the 
community,” she said.

The residential neigh-
borhoods surrounding 
the Hutchinson Metro 
Center has seen a signifi -
cant infl ux of traffi c as 
a result of the develop-
ment, said NEBA direc-
tor and CB 11 Transpor-
tation Committee chair 
Vincent Prezioso, and he 
expects the situation to 
worsen as the complex 

grows.
“Developers are build-

ing, but not addressing 
transportation issues,” 
said Prezioso about the 
problem.

Answering the ques-
tion of why the develop-
ers are not funding the 
infrastructure improve-
ments, the senator said it 
was the responsibility of 
the city and state, and he 
felt it was important to 
secure the funding.

“Anything that deals 
with public roadways 
is public dollars,” said 

Klein. “I think a study 
and the ultimate struc-
tural improvements to 
alleviate traffi c is money 
well spent.”

The study is planned 
to be completed in the 
next 12 months, and al-
though it will likely be 
years before any im-
provements are made, 
Prezioso is optimistic 
that the project will pro-
duce results.

“We’re very hopeful 
this study is going to pro-
vide the solution to our 
problem.”

Hutchinson Metro traffi c study planned

A $1 million study will expore 
building a direct access ramp 
from the Hutchinson River 
Parkway into the Hutchinson 
Metro Center. 
 Courtesy of Senator Klein’s offi ce
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
Mother Nature will soon be getting some 

help from several tech-savvy Bronx volun-
teers for the upcoming Trees Count! 2015 
census.  

On Friday, April 24, NYC Parks Commis-
sioner Mitchell J. Silver, FAICP, announced 
the Arbor Day launch of the TreeCount! mo-
bile app, which will be utilized to register 
and collect data during the nation’s third 
largest street tree census.

Trees Count! 2015 offi cially commences 
on a Tuesday, May 19’s event held at Julio 
Carballo Park in Hunts Point.

NYC Parks seeks 5,000 volunteers and is 
partnering with local civic and neighbor-
hood groups to result in a successful cen-
sus.

Approximately one-fi fth of all trees in-
habiting city land are street trees which 
provide enormous public benefi ts

If interested, volunteers can visit www.
nyc.gov/parks/treescount for additional in-
formation and to register.

According to NYC Parks, training ses-
sions’ times and dates are still undeter-
mined, but those interested should register 
in order to stay informed.   

“We want New Yorkers to feel a connec-
tion to their street trees right outside their 
windows, to our wild forests along the coast, 
and to all the open spaces in between,” Com-
missioner Silver expressed. 

He added, “Our street trees beautify 

neighborhoods, make our communities 
more resilient in the face of climate change, 
and increase property values. The impor-
tant work our volunteers will be doing dur-
ing Trees Count! 2015 will help us support 
the next generation of both trees and stew-
ards and will allow us to gain insight into 
what we can do to make our urban forest 
even stronger. Trees count, can we count on 
you?”

According to NYC Parks, Julio Carballo 

Park was selected for this event due to their 
partnership with Sustainable South Bronx 
and desired to join with them in starting 
Trees Count! 2015 by counting the fi rst trees 
in the Bronx.

A NYC Parks spokesperson revealed 
over 2,000 trees have been planted in Hunts 
Point which is one of many neighborhoods 
parks pays particularly close attention to 
during the MillionTreesNYC Campaign, as 
it was a neighborhood in need of trees.

This census will aid parks in identifying 
urban forest trends and changes, be used 
to calculate environmental and economic 
benefi ts, create the most accurate and pub-
licly accessible tree map in the world and 
inspire a new generation of stewards to pro-
tect and care for the trees in the Bronx and 
citywide.

This year’s upcoming tree census is the 
third in New York City’s history and will 
also mark the fi rst time where innovative 
new technology and mapping tools will be 
used to count trees.

Since 2010, NYC Parks has collaborated 
with TreeKit, a non-profi t organization to 
map more than 12,000 street trees through-
out western Queens.

In 2013, both parks and TreeKit part-
nered with OpenPlans and CartoDB to pro-
totype and test a mobile data entry tool sim-
plifying this process.

The TreeKit mapping method and Aza-
vea’s accompanying mobile app are the 
foundation of Trees Count! 2015. 

“Our community has really evolved 
from being one of concrete and bricks to 
one which is becoming more energy effi -
cient and environmentally conscious,” Dr. 
Ian Amritt, Community Board 2 chairman 
explained. “The Trees Count! 2015 event is 
a very engaging event which will not only 
help the environment, but it will also help 
bring our communities much closer to-
gether.”
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

TreesCount!2015 to map all street trees

Volunteers collecting data during a street tree count. Photo courtesy of TreeKit
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LGBT push for school security offi cers
BY ANDY HUMM 

Four out gay members of the 
City Council are siding with anti-
gay lobbyists in their quest to se-
cure tens, perhaps hundreds of 
millions of dollars in city funds to 
pay for school safety offi cers in re-
ligious and other private schools, 
despite the fact that many of these 
institutions teach that homosexu-
ality is immoral and do not allow 
out gay or lesbian teachers.

Public education, civil liberties, 
and LGBT advocates are blasting 
the bill — as well as a state legis-
lative proposal to give tax credits 
to private school donors — as tax-
giveaway boondoggles at a time 
when public schools and libraries 
are starved for resources.

Among the 46 co-sponsors of the 
bill, Intro 65, are Majority Leader 
Jimmy Van Bramer of Queens and 
councilmembers Corey Johnson 
of Manhattan, Carlos Menchaca of 
Brooklyn, and Ritchie Torres of the 
Bronx.

Van Bramer, Johnson, 
Menchaca, Torres support city 
funding for security guards at reli-
gious institutions

The bill’s few opponents in-
clude out councilmembers Daniel 
Dromm of Queens, who chairs the 
Education Committee, and Rosie 
Mendez of Manhattan. 

Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito 
is also not co-sponsoring, and the 
de Blasio administration testi-
fi ed against it at an April 14 hear-
ing, saying the police department 
should decide when and where to 
assign security offi cers in schools.

The bill’s chief sponsor is Brook-
lyn Councilman David Greenfi eld, 
who is also the ‘volunteer’ direc-
tor and counsel for TEACH NYS, 
which “advocates on behalf of the 
500,000 Catholic, Jewish, and In-
dependent school children in New 
York State,” according to his Coun-
cil web page. 

Greenfi eld touts his success in 
enacting legislation recently “that 
provides for $600 million in tax 
credits for parents of all school-age 
children in New York.”

“Public schools have to come 
fi rst,” Dromm argued in opposi-
tion to Greenfi eld’s proposal. “We 
are supposed to have separation of 
church and state. Where does this 
city funding for private schools 
end?”

At his committee’s April 14 
hearing, Dromm said the potential 
annual price tag of the bill could be 
$250 million, while Greenfi eld’s of-
fi ce said the council’s estimate is 
$50 million.

Currently, safety offi cers are 
deployed at the discretion of the 
NYPD, not the demand of individ-

ual schools. 
The legislation would create a 

new entitlement for any private or 
religious school — as well as any 
public school — that requested 
safety staffi ng.

“Bias crimes against the reli-
gious community are on the rise,” 
Greeenfi eld wrote in an email to 
Gay City News, citing “the recent 
stabbing of a yeshiva student at 770 
Eastern Parkway” in Brooklyn and 
“the four Jewish students that were 
killed by terrorists in Toulouse, 
France.”

Dromm said that safety offi cers 
are responsible for internal order 
in schools, not protection from ter-
rorist threats, which is provided by 
police based on specifi c evidence it 
obtains. 

But Becky Stern, a spokesperson 
for Greenfi eld, said, “The NYPD in 
their testimony and questioning 
agreed that the primary job of a 
school safety offi cer is to prevent 
the wrong people from entering a 
building.”

“Regardless of a parent’s reli-
gious belief, the child is entitled to 
a very basic level of protection,” 
Greenfi eld wrote. “That is why, for 
example, the city already pays for 
services such as transportation 
and nursing that keep all of our 
children safe.”

Asked about the limits of what 
tax dollars would be used for, Stern 
wrote that is “the job of the legisla-
ture to decide these issues on a case-
by-case basis. We do that every day. 
In this case, there is very clearly a 
need for security for children.”

Saying the issue “has nothing 
to do with politics,” Van Bramer ar-
gued, “We want to make sure that 
all children are safe at all schools.” 
Asked whether he is concerned 
that some of the schools have an 
anti-gay mission or message, he 
responded, “It’s about the safety of 
the children who go to them,” but 
he declined to say whether that 
overriding concern would trump 
evidence that a school were racist 
or anti-Semitic.

Torres similarly defended his 
sponsorship of the bill.

“I deeply detest the anti-gay be-
liefs of religious schools, but why 
should that mean that the students 
attending these schools receive no 
guarantee of school safety at all?,” 
he said. “School safety is a basic 
public good, and the students of all 
schools, be it public or private, are 
entitled to a minimal standard of 
public protection.” 

He also ducked a question about 
whether the same would hold true 
for a school with a record of other 
kinds of discrimination.

At the Education Committee 

hearing, Dromm pressed witnesses 
on whether their religious schools 
would discriminate against safety 
offi cers who were openly gay. At 
fi rst, the witnesses invoked their 
religious exemption under city hu-
man rights law, even though that 
exemption is limited to those carry-
ing out religious functions and does 
not apply to support personnel. One 
witness fi nally conceded that the 
offi cers would be employees of the 
NYPD and could be openly gay.

Among the lead advocates of the 
bill are the Catholic Community 
Relations Council, the political arm 
of the Archdiocese of New York, 
and Agudath Israel, representing 
the Orthodox Jewish community 
— both of which have vociferously 
fought advances in LGBT rights in 
Albany and at City Hall for decades. 
Both groups are currently lobby-
ing against passage of the Gender 
Expression Non-Discrimination 
Act and a ban on licensed mental 
health professionals providing so-
called “conversion therapy” for mi-
nors, both measures pending in the 
State Legislature.

David Tanenbaum, testifying 
for Greenfi eld’s Council bill on 
behalf of Agudath Israel, said his 
group’s survey of a sampling of 
Jewish schools found “the vast ma-
jority” would be interested.

Religiously-affi liated organiza-
tions such as Catholic Charities 
currently receive millions in city 
contracts to provide social services, 
but they are required to sign stipu-
lations they will not discriminate 
on the categories protected in city 
law — including sexual orientation 
and gender identity — in either hir-
ing or the provision of services. Re-
ligious schools do not certify that 
they are not discriminatory and 
have availed themselves of existing 
religious exemptions.

Many on the council — and cer-
tainly the six members of its LGBT 
caucus — have opposed city fund-
ing for the Boy Scouts, because of 
that group’s discriminatory poli-
cies, but most are apparently indif-
ferent when it comes to public sup-
port of discriminatory religious 
and educational organizations.

The New York Civil Liberties 
Union testifi ed against the council 
bill, saying the group “is strongly 
opposed to the use of government 
funding and services to support re-
ligion, including religious schools. 
This is an inappropriate use of city 
resources, and skirts dangerously 
close to government sponsorship 
of religion, forbidden by the First 
Amendment to the US Constitu-
tion.”

The Greenfi eld school safety of-
fi cer initiative emerges as Cardinal 

Timothy Dolan and other religious 
leaders are pushing in Albany for 
state tax credits for giving to pri-
vate and religious schools. 

Out gay Senator Brad Hoyl-
man, a West Side Democrat, call-
ing the tax credit scheme “unprec-
edented,” warned it would divert 
“essential resources from public 
schools” by creating incentives for 
wealthy individuals and corpora-
tions to provide funds to religious 
and other private schools. 

The Senate passed a version of 
the bill, but it was not included in 
the budget deal agreed to by Gover-
nor Cuomo and legislative leaders.

Assemblymember Dick Got-
tfried, a Chelsea Democrat, is also 
opposed to the tax credit proposal 
and predicted the Assembly would 
not bring such a measure up for a 
fl oor vote.

Hoylman said he also opposes 
the Council initiative to fund secu-
rity offi cers for private schools.

“As a public offi cial, we have to 
stay focused on taxpayer dollars 
funding public schools,” he said. 
“There are shortages of security of-
fi cers in the public schools.”

Testimony from the NYPD be-
fore Dromm’s Education Commit-
tee made clear that the issue is not 
about providing security resources 
when specifi c threats are identi-
fi ed. Assistant Chief Brian J. Con-
roy, the commanding offi cer of the 
School Safety Division, testifi ed 
against the bill, saying that while 
its intent was “understandable,” 
it “undermines the normal budget 
process.”

He also said, “If legislation re-
quires that the commissioner de-
ploy particular staff to particular 
locations and if this type of legis-
lation serves as a model for other 
similar initiatives… the jobs of 
both the police commissioner and 
the mayor would be deeply compro-
mised, potentially compromising 
public safety as well.

The UJA-Federation issued a 
statement saying, “Every child in 
New York City deserves to be safe 
while in school. Introduction 65 has 
the support of over 90 percent of the 
New York City Council, and of UJA-
Federation, because of its intention 
to improve security at schools.”

UJA, however, refused to answer 
any questions about the de Blasio 
administration and NYPD’s prob-
lems with the bill or whether there 
are limits on the public funding of 
private, discriminatory schools.

Councilmember Mendez said 
basic student safety is the respon-
sibility of the private or religious 
schools themselves.

“They charge tuition, they 
should pay for their own security,” 

she said. “I was against having 
churches in schools. There should 
be separation of church and state. 
As a member of the LGBT com-
munity, I know that a lot of these 
schools discriminate against us 
and if they city is going to provide 
any kind of funding, the schools 
should not be discriminatory.”

Councilmembers Johnson 
and Menchaca did not respond to 
repeated requests from Gay City 
News asking for their thinking on 
the bill they are co-sponsoring.

Allen Roskoff, president of the 
LGBT Jim Owles Liberal Demo-
cratic Club, strongly opposes the 
tax giveaway.

“Religious institutions push-
ing this bill have a long history 
and present-day reality of dis-
criminating against the gay com-
munity,” he said. “Why should 
they be able to discriminate on 
our dime? Where is the concern 
for the safety of LGBT students 
and staff in these anti-gay reli-
gious schools? These Council 
members say they care about anti-
gay bullying. How is a child being 
told by religious leaders that he or 
she is immoral for being gay not 
bullying?”

Gay civil libertarian Bill 
Dobbs said, “Religious freedom 
does not mean socking overbur-
dened taxpayers for special treat-
ment worth hundreds of millions. 
Religious freedom means don’t 
disturb religion, it doesn’t mean 
you throw your wallet their way.”

The United Federation of 
Teachers is lobbying against the 
tax credit measure in Albany but 
has not taken a position on the 
Council bill.

However, Class Size Matters, a 
public school advocacy group, has 
taken on the Greenfi eld bill.

“Our public schools are starved 
for resources,” said Leonie Haim-
son, the group’s executive direc-
tor. “We are at 15-year high in 
terms of class size. More and more 
taxpayer money is being diverted 
to parochial, private, and charter 
schools.”

The funds at issue, she said, 
could better be used to augment 
“the school capital plan, relieve 
overcrowding, and begin to re-
duce class size. I see no evidence 
that there is a threat to these stu-
dents. Surely they can afford to 
pay for their own security.”

Harvey Robins, a former direc-
tor of operations for the city, said, 
“For what the Council wants to 
spend on this, they could open li-
braries seven days a week — and 
the last one to do that was Mayor 
LaGuardia during the Great De-
pression.”



BY ROBERT WIRSING
Two Throggs Neck families are look-

ing for help piecing together their shat-
tered lives after a fi re tore through their 
childhood home this week.   

On the evening of Monday, May 4 
around 6:30 p.m., Theresa Manno entered 
her 1114 Wilcox Avenue 1-family home’s 
kitchen after returning from work.

Immediately, her children bolted down 
from the second fl oor stairs telling her 
they smelt smoke, which she saw coming 
from the second fl oor.

Without hesitation, Manno gathered 
her children, contacted the FDNY and 
her niece, Lisa Porrazzo, who also resides 
in the house with her three sons,but was 
not home and fl ed.

Upon their departure, Manno and her 
children turned, and to their horror their 
home’s top fl oor was engulfed in fl ames.

FDNY trucks arrived within seconds 
of Manno’s call. 

Porrazzo soon arrived with her sons 
who she picked up from school after she 
completed grocery shopping for the eve-
ning.

No one was home all day and Manno 
believes the fi re may have started only 10 
minutes prior to her return home from 
work.

Firefi ghters broke the 2nd and 3rd 
fl oor windows and were successful in 
preventing the fi re from spreading any 
further.

No one was harmed, but both families 
lost many of their possessions and their 
pets ran away, but were found safe and 
sound.   

“It was absolutely horrible seeing this 
unfold in front of us,” Manno expressed. 
“We all grew up in that house which my 
grandfather built and we’ve lost almost 
everything we own. This is very bad, but 
it could’ve been much worse.”

She added the fi rst fl oor is fi ne despite 
some fl ooding, however the second fl oor 
is completely trashed. 

Porrazzo’s apartment on the third 
fl oor is charred and reeks of smoke.

The cause of this fi re is still undeter-
mined, however Porrazzo and Manno 
suspect old wiring may be to blame.

Both families are waiting for their 
insurance company to determine if the 
house can be rebuilt, and remain hopeful 
it well.

“We’re all scattered between three 
houses now,” Porrazzo said. “I haven’t 
slept or ate since this has happened and 
my son, Justin has lost everything he 
owns. He didn’t even have any shoes un-
til I bought him new ones yesterday.”

Justin, 6, suffers from chronic asthma 
as well as eosinophilic esophagitis and 
requires a nebulizer to administer his 
medication. 

Unfortunately, Justin’s nebulizer must 
be replaced after being contaminated by 

smoke and due to an allergic reaction, he 
cannot wear any of his unscathed clothes 
or play with his toys which were left be-
hind.

To add insult to injury, she was in-
formed insurance will not cover Justin’s 
nebulizer and his EpiPen.    

According to Porrazzo and Manno, 
looters crept into their home after the 
blaze was extinguished and stole three 
TVs, video games, toys, Joseph Manno’s 
wrestling belt, jewelry, and Porrazo’s late 
husband’s tools and other possessions. 

All of these items have since been re-
covered.

Recently, community members estab-
lished online fundraisers aimed in aid-
ing these families during this extremely 
trying time.            

A GoFundMe donation page support-
ing Porrazzo and her sons can be found 
at www.gofundme.com/tsj2s8.

A GoFundMe page aiding the Manno 
family can be found at www.gofundme.
com/tse62c8.

“We want to thank everyone for all 
of their generosity and support during 
this time,” Joseph Manno, Theresa’s son, 
said. “We’re sticking together and trying 
our best to stay positive despite all this. 
We lost a lot of our possessions, but those 
can always be replaced, a life can’t.”  
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HIGHWAY  
TO HEALTH  

FESTIVAL

Celebrate Healthy Living in NYC

Live Music • Fitness Demos • Medical Screenings 

Cooking Competition • Teen Talent Show 

Free and open to the public

Sunday, May 17th 2015  
10am-4pm
South Street Seaport  
Historic District

healthcorps.org

Sponsors:

1114 Wilcox Avenue bears the scars of this Monday 
evening’s fi re which has left its two families scat-
tered. Community News Group / Robert Wirsing

Wilcox Avenue fi re 
tears families apart
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Renovations of a Norwood 

apartment building are caus-
ing multiple inconveniences, 
according to its residents.

The construction that is 
currently taking place at 3034 
Grand Concourse, located 
between 202nd and 203rd 
streets, has generated numer-
ous inconveniences 

Its residents  claim that the 
process is taking way longer 
than expected and is affect-
ing their health in the pro-
cess, among other problems.

The five-story, 55-unit res-
idential building began un-
dergoing renovations in early 
April. 

Prior to the beginning 
of the renovations, build-
ing landlord Steven Finkel-
stein notified each tenant of 
the building’s situation and 
stating that the renovation 
plans, which includes new 
hot water service, apartment 
doors, windows, kitchens, 
bathrooms, painted walls and 
even a lobby security camera, 
would take between ten days 
and two weeks in total to com-

plete.
However, as of Thursday, 

April 30, residents complained 
that the renovation process 
was taking way longer. 

Tenants stated that some 
apartment units haven’t even 
been started yet.

“As of right now, these ren-
ovations don’t look like such 
a good thing for this build-
ing,” said Bronx-born Marga-
ret Schroder, who has lived 
in the building for 65 years. 
“It’s taking the contractor 
over a month just to complete 
the kitchens, and even though 
they are finally starting to 
work on the bathrooms, this 
process has been prolonged - 
everything could have been 
finished in a week or two.”

Schroder, along with  other 
tenants also complained about 
potential health issues. 

During the renovation pro-
cess, dust and other debris 
has collected in the hallways 
of the building from previous 
weeks of work - which has left 
various residents, who don’t 
have an elevator in the entire 
building, with cardiovascu-

lar difficulties. 
Many tenants have filed 

complaints with the Health 
Department.

“It wasn’t until four weeks 
after these renovations began 
that the Department of Build-
ings inspected the building 
and put double-sheeted plas-
tic over each apartment door 
- at least it protects us a bit 
from the debris,” Schroder 
said. “However, this is still a 
safety hazard, and the right 
thing to do would be for them 
to offer face masks so resi-
dents don’t have to breath in 
any harmful chemicals.”

“Yes, they put double-
sheeted plastic on the doors 
- but it’s already falling off 
some doors,” said resident 
Hector Carrion, who has 
lived in the building for 18 
years. His wife, Claudia, had 
asthma prior to these renova-
tions, making the situation 
more difficult for them. “This 
is ridiculous - they said these 
renovations would take ten 
days to complete, and it’s tak-
ing at least four times longer 
than that.”

Other problems have sur-
faced as a result of the reno-
vations. 

Residents who were forced 

to order food in or had to stay 
in a hotel are concerned they 
will not be reimbursed. 

During the renovations, 
there was also a temporary 
bathroom placed on the fifth 
floor on each side of the build-
ing for residents whose bath-
rooms were out of order.

The landlord insists that 
there is a light at the end of 
the tunnel, giving a timetable 
of one to three more months 
for all renovations to be com-
pleted.

“Many residents have is-
sues that they need assis-
tance with during this ren-
ovation process, and I am 
doing my best to help them,” 
Finkelstein said. “It is im-
portant to work with all res-
idents to achieve the overall 
goal, maintaining a good re-
lationship.” 

“I know this is a huge in-
convenience for these resi-
dents right now, especially 
with the delays. The process 
is difficult, but these renova-
tions will eventually result 
in a better place to live and to 
own,” he said.

Prolonged renovations anger residents

Double-sheeted plastic was put over 
each apartment unit’s door when the 
Department of Buildings inspected the 
building last week. 
 Steven Goodstein / Community News Group

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Pelham Bay Taxpayers and Com-

munity Association, a venerable organiza-
tion with a long history, has a new leader. 

Michele Torrioni, who fi rst became civ-
ically engaged in her east Bronx commu-
nity just two years ago, has assumed the 
role of president of the organization upon 
the passing of its previous leader Joe Oddo 
in March. 

Torrioni grew up in Pelham Bay on 
Wilkinson Avenue but now lives in nearby 
Waterbury LaSalle. Her family, including 
her mother, still resides in the home her 
great-grandfather built in 1928, she said. 

She said she will work to increase mem-
bership to the organization, including both 
residents who are new to the community 
and people like herself, whose families 
have been there for generations. 

“I want to pick up where Joe Oddo left 
off,” said the new president. “I know orga-
nizations have a hard time getting people 
involved, especially the younger genera-
tion.” 

Top concerns among PBTCA members 
are issues like the need for more police, 
dirty streets, the new nearby 911 Call Cen-
ter and the traffi c expected from new de-
velopments, traffi c at Amendola Plaza and 
dealing with changing times. 

When she grew up in Pelham Bay, de-

cades ago, it was a somewhat different 
place, said Torrioni.  

“My mom and I remember when we all 
knew our neighbors in Pelham Bay and we 

left our doors open,” said Torrioni. “It was 
different times.” 

She said that she feels in the past the 
neighborhood was more family-oriented, 

and even though there were always larger 
buildings, it had a close-knit feel. 

Of course there is no stopping change, 
she said, but she believes that there are a 
core of people, both longtime residents and 
newcomers, who care about maintaining 
the community as a viable place to live. 

“I want people to stay involved and be 
informed of what is going on,” she said, 
adding there are many who are passion-
ate about the community and who want to 
stay. 

Torrioni said she is conscious that she 
is fi lling some big shoes in terms of her 
predecessors. The organization goes back 
to at least the 1960s. 

Through the years, Torrioni said, 
there have been some notable leaders of 
the PBTCA, including Florence Collucci, 
the aunt of Councilman James Vacca, who 
has the Wikinson Playground named af-
ter her. 

There was also longtime president Mi-
chael Crescenzo, who was known as the 
‘Mayor of Pelham Bay,’ and before Oddo, 
former president Anita Valenti, who re-
vived the organization when it was fl ag-
ging. 

Torrioni works in advertising. She 
graduated from local schools: P.S. 71, 
J.H.S. 101, and St. Helena Business High 
School. 

Pelham Bay Taxpayers have a new president

Michele Torrioni Photo courtesy of Michele Torrioni



BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Meet the new chief of medicine of the 

North Bronx Healthcare Network.
Native Bronxite Dr. John Morley was 

recently appointed by the NYC Health and 
Hospitals Corporation to serve in that role 
for Jacobi Medical Center and North Cen-
tral Bronx Hospital.

Morley will oversee the medical staff at 
the two public hos-
pitals, which com-
bined treat more than 
150,000 patients annu-
ally.

Morley has decades 
of experience in both 
clinical and manage-
ment roles. 

He is a trained an-
esthesiologist who 
also has critical care 
certifi cations in inter-
nal medicine and pul-
monary medicine. 

He previously 
served as medical di-
rector of Albany Med-
ical Center, the medi-
cal director of NY 
State’s Department of 
Health systems Man-
agement Division, and 
as senior vice presi-
dent and deputy chief 
Medical Offi cer of 
NYC HHC.

His range of expe-
riences both in hospitals and state govern-
ment have given him a broad understanding 
of the healthcare system that helps him to do 
his job, said Morley.

Part of that job requires implementing 
ever-changing regulations in  ways that im-
prove, or at least don’t impede, patient care.

“I really spend time each day on the 
‘how,’” he said.

It’s an exciting time in the healthcare 
industry, said Morley, with major changes 

coming in the way physicians are incentiv-
ize, and the arrival of improved data and 
information systems which will improve pa-
tients care.

Ultimately, great patient care is the goal 
of any hospital, and the chief medical offi cer 
can create an environment where health-
care providers are supported in their jobs.

“I believe in the collaborative approach,” 
Morley said of his 
philosophy.

Morley de-
scribes a medical 
staff as being like 
a football team. 
During a game, the 
tight end doesn’t 
just run and expect 
the quarterback to 
fi nd him —he runs 
a particular pat-
tern, Morley said.

Within the hos-
pitals, that means 
healthcare provid-
ers don’t just need 
to understand their 
individual job, but 
what other’s jobs 
are and where they 
fi t in the health-
care process. 

In his role, Mor-
ley also works to 
facilitate communi-
cation between the 
hospital adminis-

tration and the medical staff.
“Doctors don’t always speak the same 

language as administrators,” he said.
Enhancing that communication is criti-

cal to Morley’s mission of continuing to im-
prove patient care and the network’s reputa-
tion.

“The best hospitals have a strong part-
nership between the medical staff and the 
hospital administration – that’s how great 
patient care is delivered,” said Morley.
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Jacobi, NCB get new 
chief medical offi cer

Dr. John Morley, the new cheif medical offi cer or 
Jacobi Medical center and North Central Bronx  
Hospital. Community News Group / Jaime Williams

Celebrate
Bronx
Week!

Councilman Andrew Cohen and Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj with Jasmine Mack, Jabari Grubb, Commu-
nity Board 7 chair Adaline Walker-Santiago, Lenard Ware, Michiko Grubb Ware, Joseph Mack and Mina 
Grubb at the street dedication for community activist Margaret Mack on Saturday, May 2 at West Mo-
sholu Parkway South and Jerome Avenue. Photo by Edwin Soto

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Outside Tracy Towers, a tribute to a 

tenant leader was recently installed.
West Mosholu Parkway South at Je-

rome Avenue was named the ‘Margaret 
Mack Triangle’ in a ceremony hosted by 
Councilman Andrew Cohen on Saturday, 
May 2.

Mack was a life-long resident of the 
Bronx with a passion for civic engage-
ment.

A longtime tenant at Tracy Towers, 
she was heavily involved in the tenant’s 
association and acted as the correspond-
ing secretary.

Mack championed many of her fellow 
residents’ causes over the years, includ-
ing bringing attention to heat and hot 
water problems, roof leakage, dirty hall-
ways, faulty elevators, and other health 
and safety issues.

She was also instrumental in organiz-
ing tenants in 2011 to fi ght a 77 percent 
rent hike over three years, said tenant as-
sociation president Jean Hill. 

Mack was invaluable in helping the 
tenants bring the issue to court, where a 
judge trimmed the hike for the many el-
derly and fi xed income tenants who live 
there.

“She was like my right hand,” said 
Hill.

Mack also served alongside Hill on 
Community Board 7, where she was a 
longtime member, serving as the chair 
of the Parks and Recreation Committee, 
as well as on the Transportation Commit-
tee.

In this role, she advocated on matters 
related to local schools, educational cen-
ters, libraries and senior related issues in 
the Norwood neighborhood, according to 

Councilman Cohen’s offi ce.
While Mack was mild mannered, be-

neath that lay a fi ghter and a fi erce advo-
cate for what she believed in, said Hill. 
But above all, Mack was always there 
to help out other tenants in any way she 
could.

“She was a neighbor in the true sense 
of the word,” said Hill. “She will be truly 
missed in this building, and by me per-
sonally.”

The tenants association and CB 7 sup-
ported the proposal to dedicate the street 
to Mack, which was brought to fruition by 
Councilman Cohen’s offi ce.

“I am happy to be able to honor her 
memory by renaming West Mosholu Park-
way ‘Margaret Mack Triangle,’” said Co-
hen. “Ms. Mack’s achievements convey a 
stabilizing force within her community, a 
legacy which still remains and likely will 
for many years to come.”

Street named for housing 
activist, Margaret Mack

Ms Mack’s 
achievements convey a 
stabilizing force within 

her community, a legacy 
which still remains and 

likely will for many years 
to come.

Andrew Cohen
Councilman





BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A Riverdale woman approach-

ing her 100th birthday is setting 
records for her age and setting 
examples for all ages, showing 
that she is #CenturyStrong.

On Friday, May 15, Riverdale 
resident Ida Keeling will cele-
brate the milestone of her 100th 
birthday. Take note, however 
- as this is not your typical 100-
year old.

Keeling was born in 1915 in 
Harlem, where she was raised 
and attended various public 
schools. 

Living in Harlem for a major-
ity of her life, Ida worked mostly 
administrative assistant jobs in 
Manhattan, including tenures at 
the American Hebrew Congre-
gation, the Department of Motor 
Vehicles and Harlem Hospital, 
the latter of which she worked 
in the records department.

After spending over eight 
decades living in Harlem, in-
cluding 38 years at St. Nicho-
las Houses, Keeling moved to 
Queens, where she spent the 
next eight and a half years of 
her life before moving to River-
dale in 2001.

The late 1970s and early 1980s 
were very diffi cult for Ida, how-

ever. Keeling lost two of her four 
children, Charles and Donald, 
who both were killed in drug-re-
lated incidents in 1979 and 1981. 

After both of these incidents 
took place, Ida’s daughter Shel-
ley took Ida, who was 67 at the 
time, to a 3.1 mile (or 5K) mini-
run in 1982 in attempts to get her 
mind off of the tragic losses.

“After she participated in the 
mini-run with me, it seemed like 
a big burden was lifted off of her 
shoulders,” said Shelley Keel-
ing, who also participated in the 
mini-run. “The experience gave 
her something positive to focus 
on after so many negative events 
in her life took place.”

Following the mini-run, Keel-
ing continued to stay active by 
running and taking part in dif-
ferent races worldwide. 

In 2005, at age 90, Ida won a 
medal and a lifetime award af-
ter participating in a race in At-
lanta, Georgia. 

In 2008, she set a world record 
for her age group in Clermont 
Ferrand, France. 

In August 2014, the 99-year 
old participated in the 100-meter 
sprint event at the Gay Games in 
Akron, Ohio and, again, set an-
other record for her age group. 

Although she takes part in 
track and fi eld events, Keeling 
considers herself a sprinter and 
has specialized in the 60-meter 
sprint for the last two decades.

“My mom isn’t exactly break-
ing records as much as she is 
setting them - even though she’s 
broken several of her own,” said 
Shelley. “She has inspired many 
younger individuals and even 
people who are the same age as 
her.”

Shelley added that she plans 
to run with her mother again 
during the upcoming summer. 

Along with running, Ida, who 
suffers with arthritis, also takes 
part in biking, jump roping and 
even participates in a yoga class 
twice a week. 

Despite the fact that she is ap-
proaching triple digits in age, 
Keeling says that, “age is just a 
number.”

“There are people who con-
sider themselves ‘old’ just sitting 
around at home and waiting to 
die - that’s just stupid,” said Ida. 
“If I could, I would tell them to 
stop feeling sorry for themselves 
and to get active, but there’s 
nothing wrong with recharging 
yourself when you need to.”

Despite taking care of herself 

thought her life, Keeling is still 
thankful and feels blessed to see 
another year of life.

“Exercise is one of the world’s 
greatest medicines,” Ida said, 
who is currently working on 
her new book, ‘Back in the Day’, 
which will refl ect her life expe-
riences. 

“Combine exercise with a 

positive attitude, determination, 
focus and nutrition - and an indi-
vidual can go a long way. It’s an 
honor that my story can set an 
example for others.”

A birthday party will be held 
for Keeling at Battery Gardens 
Restaurant, 1 Battery Park, 
from noon to 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
May 16.
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directly from young people who 
oftentimes are growing up in 
really tough situations -- single-
parent households, low-income 
communities, crime-infested ar-
eas,” said President Obama after 
meeting with the youths, adding 
that they faced obstacles like 
being stopped by police for no 
reason, domestic abuse inside 
the home and situations where 
schools don’t seem invested in 
their success. 

“And yet, despite all that,” 
the President continued, “these 
young men are succeeding in 
some remarkable ways.  And 
part of what I heard from them 
was that they’re succeeding be-
cause somewhere along the line 
they’ve received a mentor, some-
body who’s just paying attention 
to them and giving them some 
sense of direction.”

MBK Alliance will support 
program interventions target-
ing six key life milestones, in-
cluding reading at grade level by 
3rd grade, graduating from high 
school ready for college and ca-
reer, and successfully entering 
the workforce. 

To those ends, $80 million 
in in-kind and monetary dona-
tions have been raised for MBK 
Alliance, a new independent 
non-profi t, from large corpora-
tions, and the organization has 
a board and leadership team 
that is a who’s who in business, 
sports, and many fi elds. 

In the Bronx, the excitement 
of President Obama’s presence 
may have been almost as excit-
ing as the new plans to help a siz-
able portion of its youth. 

Congressman Jose Serrano 
said that the MBK Alliance is 
a chance to invest and change 
the lives of millions of boys and 
young men of color.

“As recent events in differ-
ent parts of our nation and as 
data shows, we need to do more 
to level the playing fi eld for Af-
rican-American and Latino men 
in this country by supporting 
their development, supporting 
them through every important 
milestone of their life, and mak-
ing sure they have access to the 
resources, support, and oppor-
tunities they need to thrive, suc-
ceed and give back to their com-
munities,” said Serrano. 

Assembly Speaker Carl 
Heastie said he was proud to be 
part of the historic visit. 

“The President’s ‘My Broth-
er’s Keeper’ Alliance is working 
to eliminate and overcome the 
obstacles faced by so many young 
men of color,” said Heastie. “All 
too often, these young men face 
barriers to education, to employ-
ment, to economic opportunity.”

Borough President Ruben 
Diaz, Jr. said that the initiative, 
which combines both public and 
private resources for a greater 
good, is welcomed in the Bronx 
and around the country. 

“I was thrilled to welcome 
President Obama to the Bronx 
today, but I am even more ex-
cited to hear his words,” said 
Diaz. “The President’s stated 
commitment to the future of 
urban youth, especially young 
men of color in the United States, 
through the launch of his ‘My 
Brother’s Keeper Alliance,’ is 
worthy of considerable praise.”

Assemblyman Jeff Dinowitz 
said he was proud that the presi-
dent came to his alma mater, Le-
hman College, to announce the 
priority initiative. 

President Barack Obama speaks about My Brother’s Keeper at Lehman College. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Obama visits Bronx, announces youth initiative
from Page 1

Ida Keeling (l) runs with her daughter Shelley during a photo shoot for Vogue 
magazine in August 2012. P
 hoto courtesy of Norman Jean Roy

Ida Keeling - an inspiration at 100
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