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Hutch Metro traffi c study

Celebrating Our Bravest

PROTEST TO 
CLOSE SHELTER

Continued on Page 73
Adden Rivera visited Engine 89 during an open house on Satur-
day, May 2 to celebrate the FDNY’s 150th anniversary. Events were 
held at fi re houses throughout the city. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
After the brutal murder of a 

young mother outside a home-
less shelter, a host of elected of-
fi cials and community leaders 
in Wakefi eld came together to 
call for the shelter’s immedi-
ate closure.

The death of shelter direc-
tor Anna Charle, 36, who was 
gunned down near Project Re-
newal’s Bronx Boulevard resi-
dence for men, allegedly by a 
former client, has sparked out-
rage in the community over 
the shelter’s management and 
security.

Many in Wakefi eld, Wood-
lawn and Yonkers are now 
calling for the shuttering of 
Project Renewal’s Bronx Bou-
levard residence for men at 
4380 Bronx Blvd. 

Elected offi cials were 

united in their desire to have 
it closed at a press conference 
outside the shelter Thursday, 
April 30.

Charle was found with a 
gunshot wound to the head 
on the sidewalk not far from 
the shelter after leaving work 
about 5:45 p.m. on Monday, 
April 27. 

Police arrested West 
Spruill, who was charged with 
murder and criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, according to 
the criminal complaint fi led 
by District Attorney Robert 
Johnson.

Assemblyman Jeff Dinow-
itz said that offi cials deliber-
ately withheld information 
before the shelter opened that 
many of the men to be housed 
there had been convicted of vi-
olent felonies.

“The tragic shooting that 
occurred near the Project Re-
newal homeless shelter on 
Monday highlights the ma-
jor security concerns that we 
have repeatedly warned the 
Department of Homeless Ser-
vices about,” he said. “This 
shelter came into Wakefi eld 
with no input from the com-
munity and over the objec-
tions of its residents.”

He pointed out there were 
numerous sex offenders living 
in the shelter and that it had 
strained the resources of the 
47th Precinct with an infl ux of 
911 calls since it opened.

“Project Renewal deals 
with an incredibly tough pop-
ulation with serious mental 
health issues, the formerly in-

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Hutchinson Metro 

Center could someday get its 
own exit ramp off the Hutch.

The idea will be explored 
with a $1 million study by the 
NYC Department of Transpor-
tation to address the issue of 
increased traffi c driven by the 

development.
Senator Jeff Klein an-

nounced the funding of the 
project at the Hutchinson 
Metro Center on Friday, May 
1.

“We wanted to fi gure out 
a way to alleviate traffi c, and 
make sure there is not an un-

due burden on the surround-
ing communities,” said Klein 
at the announcement along-
side Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto, the DOT commis-
sioner Polly Trottenberg, 
president of Simone Metro 
Properties Joe Kelleher and 
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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For almost 40 years, Huntington’s highly trained 

tutors have worked one-to-one with students to help 

them master the skills needed to make their next 

report card better than the last one.

ACADEMIC SKILLS  K-12

Reading •  Writing • Math • Study Skills

Spelling  •  Vocabulary • Phonics

SUBJECT TUTORING MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE
 Algebra • Geometry • Trigonometry • Pre-Calculus  

Calculus •  Earth Science • Biology • Chemistry • Physics

Advanced Placement (AP) • State Tests • GED • ASVAB

ISSE • SSAT • SHSAT • ELA • Regents • HCHS • TACHS

EXAM PREP

©2015 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a 
registered trademark of the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation.  ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these entities were involved in the 
production of, and do not endorse the program. * Offer valid for Academic Evaluation or Tuition, new students only. Not valid with any other offer.     HPA101-BNW(5/15)

Huntington is accredited by Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA). 

To find out more about Huntington Tutoring Programs, CALL NOW!

SAT • PSAT/NMSQT • ACT

HuntingtonHelps.com  

For additional locations in your area call
®1 800 CAN LEARN

NO MATTER WHAT SUBJECT YOUR 
CHILD STRUGGLES WITH
HUNTINGTON CAN HELP.

SAVE
$100*

WHEN YOU

CALL TODAY!

718-358-7900
Flushing Staten Island

718-697-0500

Additional centers located in

Park Slope
718-230-4600718-491-0900

Bay Ridge Manhattan
212-362-0100718-597-1500

Bronx

914-72-6100
Eastchester Scarsdale

914-946-7800

METRO  CENTER  ATRIUM
718. 828. 0999

Hair Mass age Facials Nails

718.828.0999

g
Visit www.tatianadayspa.com | Find us on Facebook for special discounts

Hair Mass age Facials Nails

GRAND OPENING SPECIAL

All Services For The Month Of May
10% Off

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
President Obama visited Herbert 

H. Lehman College to announce a new 
part of an initiative designed to help 
urban youth, especially young men of 
color. 

The President visited Lehman Col-
lege in Bedford Park on Monday, May 
4 to meet with young men of color from 
around the country in a roundtable 
discussion, and to launch a new part 
of an initiative he began in February 
2014 to address persistent opportunity 
gaps. 

The visit brought jubilation to lo-
cal leaders, and President Obama an-
nounced that the My Brother’s Keeper 
Alliance would now include a private-
sector partnership with major corpo-
rate leaders and companies, an effort 
that will be led by Joe Echevarria, 
MBK Alliance CEO and chairman, 
who grew up in the south Bronx. 

“Part of what we wanted to do was 
to make sure we heard directly from 
young people who oftentimes are grow-
ing up in really tough situations -- sin-
gle-parent households, low-income 
communities, crime-infested areas,” 
said President Obama after meeting 
with the youths, adding that they faced 
obstacles like being stopped by police 
for no reason, domestic abuse inside 
the home and situations where schools 
don’t seem invested in their success. 

Obama visits Bronx, announces youth initiative

“And yet, despite all that,” the Pres-
ident continued, “these young men are 
succeeding in some remarkable ways.  
And part of what I heard from them 
was that they’re succeeding because 
somewhere along the line they’ve re-
ceived a mentor, somebody who’s just 
paying attention to them and giving 
them some sense of direction.”

MBK Alliance will support pro-
gram interventions targeting six key 
life milestones, including reading at 
grade level by 3rd grade, graduating 
from high school ready for college and 
career, and successfully entering the 
workforce. 

To those ends, $80 million in in-
kind and monetary donations have 

been raised for MBK Alliance, a new 
independent non-profi t, from large 
corporations, and the organization 
has a board and leadership team that 
is a who’s who in business, sports, and 
many fi elds. 

In the Bronx, the excitement of Pres-
ident Obama’s presence may have been 
almost as exciting as the new plans to 
help a sizable portion of its youth. 

Congressman Jose Serrano said 
that the MBK Alliance is a chance to 
invest and change the lives of millions 
of boys and young men of color.

“As recent events in different parts 
of our nation and as data shows, we 
need to do more to level the playing 
fi eld for African-American and Latino 
men in this country by supporting 
their development, supporting them 
through every important milestone of 
their life, and making sure they have 
access to the resources, support, and 
opportunities they need to thrive, suc-
ceed and give back to their communi-
ties,” said Serrano. 

Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie 
said he was proud to be part of the his-
toric visit. 

“The President’s ‘My Brother’s 
Keeper’ Alliance is working to elimi-
nate and overcome the obstacles faced 
by so many young men of color,” said 
Heastie. “All too often, these young 
men face barriers to education, to em-

ployment, to economic opportunity.”
Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 

said that the initiative, which com-
bines both public and private resources 
for a greater good, is welcomed in the 
Bronx and around the country. 

“I was thrilled to welcome President 
Obama to the Bronx today, but I am 
even more excited to hear his words,” 
said Diaz. “The President’s stated com-
mitment to the future of urban youth, 
especially young men of color in the 
United States, through the launch of 
his ‘My Brother’s Keeper Alliance,’ is 
worthy of considerable praise.”

Assemblyman Jeff Dinowitz said 
he was proud that the president came 
to his alma mater, Lehman College, to 
announce the priority initiative. 

President Barack Obama speaks about My 
Brother’s Keeper at Lehman College. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr., Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie and Al 
Sharpton at the event. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MAY 8-14, 20154    BTR

Your Neighborhood — Your News

Mail: Bronx Times
3604 E. Tremont Ave., 

Bronx, NY 10465
To Subscribe:

(718) 260-4595
General Phone:
(718) 597-1116
General Fax:

(718) 518-0038
News Phone: 

(718) 260-4597
News E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Sports Phone: 
(718) 260-4597
Sports E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Display Phone: 
(718) 260-4593

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

Display/Classified E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Bronx Times Reporter (USPS #730390) 
is published weekly by Bronx Times 
Reporter, Inc., a subsidiary of  News 
Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. 
Copyright © 2015. Periodicals  postage 
rate is being paid at the Bronx, N.Y. 
Post Offi ce. Subscriptions $15.00 per 
year. Postmaster, Send address changes 
to Bronx Times Reporter, 3604 East 
Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465. 
ISSN #8750-4499.

A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, or e-mail Bronx-
times@aol.com. Please include 
a phone number or a way to 
contact you in case of ques-
tions.

Birth Announcement

Proud parents Anthony 
and Maria Benevento are 
happy to announce the ar-
rival of their daughter: Guli-

anna Maria Benevento. She 
was born on Wednesday, April 
22 at 11 a.m. She weighed six 
pounds and seven ounces. 

Grandparents Maria and 
Nazzareno Magnarelli along 
with uncle and future God-
father Gerardo Magnarelli 
wish Gulianna all the happi-
ness and health as her journey 
of life begins.

Notable Passing 

Nancy Campoamor who 
was born on January 6, 1922 
and who passed away on Sun-
day, April 26 is being remem-
bered by her granddaugh-
ter Lizamarie Campoamor 

Hondros.  Grandma, you were 
always there for me.

Congrats Grad 

Sue Sparaci of Morris 
Park wishes her son Joseph 

Sparaci salutations on his 
graduation from Concordia 
College in Bronxville, N.Y. 

Dear Joe, As you graduate 
from Concordia, we wish you 
the very best of luck in the fu-
ture. We love you and are very 
proud of you and very proud of 
you and your accomplishments 
- mom, dad and Johnny. 

Red Hats Thank 

Senator Jeff Klein

On Tuesday, April 21, the 
Bronx Red Hat Roses went 

to see a play in New Jersey. 
Senator Jeff Klein provided 
$750 in funding for a bus. The 
leader of the chapter of the so-
ciety of ladies, Queen Anne 

Marie Corealle, and the Red 
Hats chapter, thank Klein. 

An Amazing Season

Performers Edge Dance 
School send the following an-
nouncement into the Bronx 
Times:

What an amazing season 
2015 has been so far for the tal-
ented dancers at Performers 
Edge. 

Performers Edge competi-
tion team consists of 92 danc-
ers ranging in the ages from 5 
years old to 18 years old. 

These dancers have worked 
extremely hard putting in nu-
merous hours rehearsing get-
ting ready for the season. 

The fi rst mandatory com-
petition the team attended was 
Legacy Dance Competition in 
Sparta, New Jersey. With the 
incredible talent on that stage 
Peda dancers went out and did 
their thing. The largest win is 
the “Legacy Award” and these 
dancers did it. They brought 
home this award for the 12 and 
under division having the high-
est scoring routines throughout 
the weekend. Big congrats to 
all the title winners as well as 
the high score and overalls. 

This past weekend Peda 
continued their victory attend-
ing Kids Artistic Revue in Long 
Island. The talented and inspir-

Nancy CampoamorJoseph Sparaci

Gulianna Maria Benevento

ing schools that Peda shared 
the stage with was impeccable. 
They left their hearts on that 
stage each time they danced. 
Once again they won an incred-
ibly hard award. Peda danc-
ers achieved “Top Secondary 
School” having the highest 
scores throughout the week-
end, they won Top Production 
as well as overalls in each cat-
egory and division. 

Bronx Red Hat Roses thank Senator Klein

Performers Edge took home hon-
ors.
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BREAKFAST

COLD STATION

HOT STATION

BEVERAGES

DESSERTS

$2995
 

$1495 

SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2015
SCAVELLO’S ON THE ISLAND

Treat Mom To  
Something Special

JOIN US AT SCAVELLO’S ON THE ISLAND  
FOR OUR 
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ALLEY CAT CAFE

3604C EAST TREMONT AVE
(718) 824-0168

TRADITIONAL BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE

FEATURING
Brisket

St. Louis Ribs 
Pulled Pork

Beef Short Ribs
Pork Belly  Salmon 

Burnt Ends
Whole or 

Half Chickens

FREE DELIVERY

APPETIZERS, SIDES, WRAPS
SANDWICHES and SALADS

WE’RE
SMOKIN’
7 DAYS A WEEK

15 Family Plans To Choose From View 
Our Complete Menu at

www.alleycatcafebronxbbq.com

HAPPY HOUR 3 to 7pm

Sunday - Thursday  11am - 10pm
Friday - Saturday  11am - 12am

1114 Wilcox Avenue bears the scars of this 
Monday evening’s fi re which has left its two 
families scattered. 
 Community News Group / Robert Wirsing

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Two Throggs Neck families are 

looking for help piecing together their 
shattered lives after a fi re tore through 
their childhood home this week.   

On the evening of Monday, May 4 
around 6:30 p.m., Theresa Manno en-
tered her 1114 Wilcox Avenue 1-family 
home’s kitchen after returning from 
work.

Immediately, her children bolted 
down from the second fl oor stairs tell-
ing her they smelt smoke, which she 
saw coming from the second fl oor.

Without hesitation, Manno gath-
ered her children, contacted the FDNY 
and her niece, Lisa Porrazzo, who also 
resides in the house with her three 
sons,but was not home and fl ed.

Upon their departure, Manno and 
her children turned, and to their hor-
ror their home’s top fl oor was engulfed 
in fl ames.

FDNY trucks arrived within sec-
onds of Manno’s call. 

Porrazzo soon arrived with her 
sons who she picked up from school af-
ter she completed grocery shopping for 
the evening.

No one was home all day and Manno 
believes the fi re may have started only 
10 minutes prior to her return home 
from work.

Firefi ghters broke the 2nd and 3rd 
fl oor windows and were successful in 
preventing the fi re from spreading any 
further.

No one was harmed, but both fami-
lies lost many of their possessions and 
their pets ran away, but were found 
safe and sound.   

“It was absolutely horrible seeing 
this unfold in front of us,” Manno ex-
pressed. “We all grew up in that house 
which my grandfather built and we’ve 
lost almost everything we own. This 
is very bad, but it could’ve been much 
worse.”

She added the fi rst fl oor is fi ne de-
spite some fl ooding, however the sec-
ond fl oor is completely trashed. 

Porrazzo’s apartment on the third 
fl oor is charred and reeks of smoke.

The cause of this fi re is still un-
determined, however Porrazzo and 
Manno suspect old wiring may be to 
blame.

Both families are waiting for their 
insurance company to determine if 
the house can be rebuilt, and remain 
hopeful it well.

“We’re all scattered between three 
houses now,” Porrazzo said. “I haven’t 
slept or ate since this has happened 
and my son, Justin has lost every-
thing he owns. He didn’t even have 
any shoes until I bought him new ones 
yesterday.”

Justin, 6, suffers from chronic 
asthma as well as eosinophilic 
esophagitis and requires a nebulizer 

Wilcox Avenue fi re 
tears families apart

to administer his medication. 
Unfortunately, Justin’s nebulizer 

must be replaced after being contami-
nated by smoke and due to an allergic 
reaction, he cannot wear any of his un-
scathed clothes or play with his toys 
which were left behind.

To add insult to injury, she was in-
formed insurance will not cover Jus-
tin’s nebulizer and his EpiPen.    

According to Porrazzo and Manno, 
looters crept into their home after the 
blaze was extinguished and stole three 
TVs, video games, toys, Joseph Man-
no’s wrestling belt, jewelry, and Por-
razo’s late husband’s tools and other 
possessions. 

All of these items have since been 
recovered.

Recently, community members es-
tablished online fundraisers aimed in 
aiding these families during this ex-
tremely trying time.            

A GoFundMe donation page sup-
porting Porrazzo and her sons can be 
found at www.gofundme.com/tsj2s8.

A GoFundMe page aiding the 
Manno family can be found at www.
gofundme.com/tse62c8.

“We want to thank everyone for all 
of their generosity and support during 
this time,” Joseph Manno, Theresa’s 
son, said. “We’re sticking together and 
trying our best to stay positive despite 
all this. We lost a lot of our possessions, 
but those can always be replaced, a life 
can’t.”  
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Care is best when it’s 
close to your home.

If you live in Manhattan, The Bronx, Queens, Brooklyn,   
Staten Island, Westchester County or Long Island,  
CenterLight Healthcare is there for you.

17 CenterLight Healthcare facilities means care is  
close to you 
Our services include medical care, social activities and 
rehabilitation at neighborhood settings where the focus is on 
 you. Our health care teams give you the care you need, when 
 you need it and where you need it. Even if it’s in your home.

Find a local center or 
schedule a home visit. 

1-877-226-8500 (TTY711)
 8am to 8pm EST, 7 days week

MKT 03012015

Find a local center or 
schedule a home visit. 

1-877-226-8500 (TTY711)
 8am to 8pm EST, 7 days week

CenterLightHealthcare.org

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A former reporter and editor of the 

Bronx Times-Reporter is now a pub-
lished author.

On Saturday, April 18, author John 
Roche released his fi rst novel, ‘Bronx 
Bound’ - a fi ction book based on fact 
that refl ects parts of Roche’s life as a re-
porter in the crime-stricken Bronx in 
the late 1980s.

Bronx Bound, which was published 
by Black Opal Books, takes place in 
1988, when the book’s main character, 
Matt Brady, who writes for the local 
weekly, the Bronx Ledger. 

Through his journalistic efforts 
Brady has aspirations and hopes to get 
out of both the borough and the dead-
end job he fi nds himself stuck in.

However, when he is sent by his edi-
tor to cover a murder story, he discov-
ers that not only does he know the de-
ceased, but also that the story itself is 
sinking him deeper and deeper into his 
home town, and jeopardizing his own 
life in the process.

“I wanted to write a story about the 
Bronx - where I was born and raised,” 
said Roche. “Given the fact that I worked 
for the Bronx Times Reporter and other 
newspapers in the borough for almost 
20 years, I guess it was natural for me to 
have the main character be a reporter 
for a weekly newspaper.”

Roche, who has also written for 
daily newspapers in the past, claims, 

John Roche’s fi rst novel, ‘Bronx Bound’, was 
released on Saturday, April 18. 

Former BTR editor releases crime novel

Former Bronx Times reporter and editor 
John Roche is now a published author after 
releasing his fi rst novel, ‘Bronx Bound.’ 
 Photos courtesy of John Roche

however, that he ate, breathed and slept 
community newspapers. 

While working under publisher 
John Collazzi, he recalled that John al-
ways told him that a community news-
paper’s job is to hold a mirror up for the 
community so they can refl ect on it. 

With his new book, Roche hopes to 
give readers a gripping story, but ulti-
mately something they can refl ect on.

“There were a few things I wanted to 
get across in the book - one, it’s always 
bothered me that in a fi ctionalized story 
about a reporter, whether it’s a book, 
movie or TV show, when the reporter 
gets involved in a major story, the editor 

always gives the reporter all the time he 
needs to work on that one story,” said 
Roche. 

“In real life, that couldn’t be further 
from the case. You might be trying to 
track down a major crime story, but you 
still have to cover the school spelling 
bee, some civic meeting or the local guy 
who invented something. I tried to cap-
ture that challenge of juggling ten sto-
ries at once, all the time.”

Roche worked three stints at the 
Bronx Times Reporter between the late 
1980s and early 2000s as a copy editor, 
reporter and eventually editor, as well 
as associate publisher. 

He also wrote articles in the Bronx 
Times-Reporter’s weekly side edition, 
911: The Bronx Bulletin, in the early 
1990s, which likely contributed to the 
topic of Roche’s fi rst novel. 

However, he also sees the book, 
which he wrote in spurts over a two-
year period, as a positive dedication to 
his hometown borough.

“Although there’s crime and other 
problems in it, the book in my eyes is 
also a love letter to the Bronx,” said 
Roche. “It’s a special place, and no mat-
ter what changes the borough goes 
through, the Bronx retains its unique 
character because of the people. I tried 
to get that out there, maybe to replace 
some of the stereotypical ideas often 
portrayed about the borough. I wrote a 
crime novel because, as a reporter, I’m 

always attracted to putting the pieces of 
a puzzle together - but it’s more than a 
mystery - it’s a homage to the Bronx.”

Roche held a book launch and sign-
ing at Brewski’s new literary deck, lo-
cated at 3718 East Tremont Avenue, on 
Monday, May 4, where he personally 
signed copies of his book for all in at-
tendance. Donations to the Throggs 
Neck Benevolent Association were also 
made.
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But some Albany and City Hall politicians, like Mayor Bill de Blasio, want to turn back the clock to old policies that failed in 
the past. They want stricter rent laws, and they want to freeze rents while raising property taxes and water and sewer rates. 

That would push affordable housing right back into the 1970’s and 80’s. We need to move forward, not backwards.

IT’S TIME FOR NEW 
SOLUTIONS TO AN 

OLD PROBLEM.

This is what happens when the 25,000 landlords of  1 million rent-stabilized apartments have the financial resources to make 
repairs and improvements. They re-invest the rent in their buildings and our neighborhoods. They provide work to small 

businesses and jobs to local residents – and, most importantly, they preserve existing affordable housing.

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Mother Nature will soon 

be getting some help from sev-
eral tech-savvy Bronx volun-
teers for the upcoming Trees 
Count! 2015 census.  

On Friday, April 24, NYC 
Parks Commissioner Mitchell 
J. Silver, FAICP, announced 
the Arbor Day launch of the 
TreeCount! mobile app, which 
will be utilized to register 
and collect data during the 
nation’s third largest street 
tree census.

Trees Count! 2015 offi -
cially commences on a Tues-
day, May 19’s event held at 
Julio Carballo Park in Hunts 
Point.

NYC Parks seeks 5,000 
volunteers and is partnering 
with local civic and neighbor-
hood groups to result in a suc-
cessful census.

Approximately one-fi fth of 
all trees inhabiting city land 
are street trees which provide 
enormous public benefi ts

If interested, volunteers 
can visit www.nyc.gov/parks/
treescount for additional in-
formation and to register.

According to NYC Parks, 
training sessions’ times and 

TreesCount!2015 to map all street trees
dates are still undetermined, 
but those interested should 
register in order to stay in-
formed.   

“We want New Yorkers 
to feel a connection to their 
street trees right outside 
their windows, to our wild 
forests along the coast, and 
to all the open spaces in be-
tween,” Commissioner Silver 
expressed. 

He added, “Our street 
trees beautify neighborhoods, 
make our communities more 
resilient in the face of climate 
change, and increase prop-
erty values. The important 
work our volunteers will be 
doing during Trees Count! 
2015 will help us support the 
next generation of both trees 
and stewards and will allow 
us to gain insight into what 
we can do to make our urban 
forest even stronger. Trees 
count, can we count on you?”

According to NYC Parks, 
Julio Carballo Park was se-
lected for this event due to 
their partnership with Sus-
tainable South Bronx and 
desired to join with them in 
starting Trees Count! 2015 by 
counting the fi rst trees in the 

Bronx.
A NYC Parks spokesper-

son revealed over 2,000 trees 
have been planted in Hunts 
Point which is one of many 
neighborhoods parks pays 
particularly close attention to 
during the MillionTreesNYC 
Campaign, as it was a neigh-
borhood in need of trees.

This census will aid parks 
in identifying urban forest 

trends and changes, be used 
to calculate environmental 
and economic benefi ts, create 
the most accurate and pub-
licly accessible tree map in 
the world and inspire a new 
generation of stewards to pro-
tect and care for the trees in 
the Bronx and citywide.

This year’s upcoming 
tree census is the third in 
New York City’s history and 

will also mark the fi rst time 
where innovative new tech-
nology and mapping tools will 
be used to count trees.

Since 2010, NYC Parks has 
collaborated with TreeKit, 
a non-profi t organization to 
map more than 12,000 street 
trees throughout western 
Queens.

In 2013, both parks and 
TreeKit partnered with Open-
Plans and CartoDB to proto-
type and test a mobile data 
entry tool simplifying this 
process.

The TreeKit mapping 
method and Azavea’s accom-
panying mobile app are the 
foundation of Trees Count! 
2015. 

“Our community has re-
ally evolved from being one 
of concrete and bricks to one 
which is becoming more en-
ergy effi cient and environ-
mentally conscious,” Dr. Ian 
Amritt, Community Board 
2 chairman explained. “The 
Trees Count! 2015 event is a 
very engaging event which 
will not only help the envi-
ronment, but it will also help 
bring our communities much 
closer together.”

Volunteers collecting data during a street tree count. 
 Photo courtesy of TreeKit
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Priya Ghadiali
B.S. - International Business,  ’15

DOBBS FERRY  |  MANHATTAN  |  BRONX  |  YORKTOWN HEIGHTS  |  ONLINE

� AFFORDABLE - ONE OF THE LOWEST 
    PRIVATE TUITIONS IN THE COUNTRY

� OVER 90 DEGREE AND
    CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS 

��A QUALITY, PRIVATE EDUCATION 

��EXECUTIVE FACULTY WITH 
    REAL-WORLD EXPERIENCE

��NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES
    WITH LEADERS OF TOP 
    COMPANIES

��PERSONAL ATTENTION

� FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING - DAYS, 
    NIGHTS, WEEKENDS, ONLINE

��ACTIVE-LEARNING MODEL



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MAY 8-14, 201510    BTR

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena LoCicero
Funeral Director

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm
Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919
1554 Paulding Ave
Bronx, NY 10462 www.giordanosbigg.com

 CHECK US OUT.
FULL LINE OF MEAT, 
SEAFOOD AND DELI.

COME IN AND HAVE A 
FREE CUP OF COFFEE

ALL MEATS
CUSTOM CUT

YOUR WAY

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE
DELIVERY

ON PURCHASES 
OVER $50

7 DAYS
A WEEK

WHOLE RIB
OF BEEF

$799 lb.

CUSTOM
CUT
FREE

REG. PRICE $999 lb

RIB STEAKS
TRIMMED

$899 lb.
REG. PRICE $1299 lb

ITALIAN STYLE

PORK SAUSAGE
SWEET OR HOT
5 LBS. OR MORE

$299 lb.

ST. LOUIS RIBS
W/ B.B.Q. SAUCE

SEASONED AND SMOKED

BUY 2 GET 1

FREE

$1000

ITALIAN STYLE

CHICKEN
SAUSAGE
BUY 1 PACK
GET 1 PACK

FREE

CHICKEN
LEG 1/4s

10 LBS. FOR

FRESH
CHUCK CHOP
5 LBS. OR MORE

$399 lb.

FRESH
HAMBURGERS

$599 lb.

$5899
ALL THIS FOR

3 lbs Spare Ribs
3 lbs Chicken Breasts
2 Pks Sabrett Beef Franks
3 lbs 1/4 Legs
2 lbs Sausage
3 lbs Chuck Chop

BARBECUE FEAST ULTAMATE BIG G PLAN
40 1/4 lb Hamburgers
25 Shish-Ka-Bobs
50 All Beef Franks
5 lbs Italian Pork or
         Chicken Sausage
36 Hamburger Rolls
48 Hot Dog Rolls

$14999
ALL THIS FOR

$2999
ALL THIS FOR

30 All Beef Franks
24 Hot Dog Rolls
1 - 12oz Mustard
1 - 2 lb Saurkraut
1 - 1 lb Sabrett Onions

$2699
ALL THIS FOR

12 1/4 lb Hamburgers
12 Hamburger Rolls
24 Slice American Singles 
1-14oz Ketchup

HAMBURGER PLAN

LET’S TAKE CARE OF MOM

JUMBO COOKED COCKTAIL SHRIMP $1499 lb. REG.
$19.9916-20 CT.

40th PCT.
Tuesday, April 28, 9:39 p.m. — Po-

lice responded to reportes of a male shot 
at East 141st Street and Willis Avenue. 
The victim was transported to Lincoln 
Hospital. 

46th PCT.
Wednesday, April 29, 3:51 p.m. — 

Police responded to reports of two vic-
tims stabbed in Tremont Park, at East 
Tremont Avenue and Third Avenue. One 
victim was stabed in the stomach, the 
other in the head.

Wednesday, April 29, 6:26 p.m. — 
Police responded to 2106 Tiebout Avnue 
where a male was shot.

47th PCT.
Sunday, April 26, 12:17 a.m. — Po-

lice are searching for a suspect wanted 
in a commercial burglary at 555 E. 238th 
St. The male supsect entered the build-
ing through a garbage shoot in the rear 
of the location, them punched and shat-
tered a window to an office on the main 

floor. He was inside for about 25 minites 
before leaving through the point of entry 
with assorted tools.

Wednesday, April 29, 8:38 p.m. — 
Police responded to Carpenter Avenue 
and East 219th Street where a male vic-
tim was shot in the buttocks.

50th PCT.
Wednesday, April 29,  1:10 a.m. — 

Polce reported an armed robbery at gun-
point at 2907 Kingsbridge Terrace.

Celebrate
Bronx
Week!
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COMPLETE MEDICARE-MEDICAID BENEFITS.
$0 COST.
AND THAT’S NOT EVEN THE BEST PART.

© 2015  VNSNY CHOICE  

Introducing VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete, 
the CHOICE health plan that combines all 
the benefits of Medicare and Medicaid in 
a single plan. It provides all the services 
and support you need to live safely and 
independently at home – at zero cost to 
you. And here’s the best part: it’s from 
the Visiting Nurse Service of New York.

For information on VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete, contact VNSNY CHOICE or the New 
York Enrollment Broker.  To enroll, or for other 
options for your health care, call the New 
York Enrollment Broker at 1-855-600-FIDA, 
TTY: 1-888-329-1541, from 8:30 am – 8:00 pm, 
Monday – Friday and 10 am – 6 pm, Saturday 
or visit www.nymedicaidchoice.com.
The State of New York has created a 
participant ombudsman program called 
the Independent Consumer Advocacy 
Network (ICAN) to provide Participants free, 
confi dential assistance on any services off ered 
by VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete. ICAN 
may be reached toll-free at 1-844-614-8800 
or online at icannys.org.
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete is a managed 
care plan that contracts with both Medicare 
and the New York State Department of 
Health (Medicaid) to provide benefi ts of 
both programs to Participants through the 
Fully Integrated Duals Advantage (FIDA) 
Demonstration. 

Limitations and restrictions may apply. For 
more information, call VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete Participant Services or read the 
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete Participant 
Handbook. 
Benefi ts, List of Covered Drugs, and pharmacy 
and provider networks may change from time 
to time throughout the year and on January 1 
of each year. 
You can get this information for free in other 
formats, such as Braille or large print. Call toll-
free 1-866-783-1444, TTY: 711, 8 am - 8 pm, 7 
days a week.
You can get this information for free in other 
languages. Call 1-866-783-1444 and (TTY is 
711) during 8 am - 8 pm, 7 days a week. The 
call is free.
Usted puede obtener este documento en 
inglés o hablar con alguna persona sobre 
esta información en otros idiomas de manera 
gratuita. Llame al 1-866-783-1444 y (TTY es 
711) de 8 a. m. a 8 p. m., 7 días a la semana. La 
llamada es gratis.

�������	
������
�������8�����8����1-866-
783-1444 (TTY���711)�	� !"#$
%&'()*�	+�,�-.�
다른 언어로 된 정보를 무료로 얻을 수 
있습니다. 주 7일 오전 8시에서 오후 8시 
사이에 1-866-783-1444번(TTY 사용자는 
711번)으로 문의해 주십시오. 통화는 
무료입니다.
Вы можете получить эту информацию 
бесплатно и на других языках. Звоните 
по телефону 1-866-783-1444 (телетайп: 
711) ежедневно с 8:00 до 20:00. Звонок 
бесплатный.
Ou kapab jwenn enfòmasyon sa a pou gratis 
nan lòt lang. Rele 1-866-783-1444 ak (TTY se 
711) ant 8 di maten jiska 8 di swa, 7 jou pa 
semèn. Apèl la gratis.
È possibile ottenere gratuitamente queste 
informazioni in altre lingue. Chiamare il 
numero 1-866-783-1444 (il numero TTY è 711) 
dalle 8:00 alle 20:00, 7 giorni alla settimana. La 
chiamata è gratuita.

CALL NOW FOR THIS FREE BROCHURE FROM
THE VISITING NURSE SERVICE OF NEW YORK.

1-866-783-1444  (toll-free)
(TTY: 711) 8 am – 8 pm, 7 days a week
Or visit vnsnychoice.org/fida

VNSNY CHOICE
FIDA Complete
(Medicare-Medicaid Plan)
One comprehensive health planthat combines Medicare and Medicaid benefi ts for people who need long term care.

 From the Visiting Nurse Service of New York

H8490_AD_MM Approved 12162014
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Display Advertising Rates & Deadlines: A copy 
of The Bronx Times Reporter Advertising Rates 
is available on request. Display deadline is the 
Friday prior to publication. Camera ready copy 
deadline is the Monday preceding publication.
Classifi ed Deadlines: To place a Classifi ed Ad call 
(718) 260-2555 or email classifi ed@cnglocal.com. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Stringer 
support

Dear editor,
We would like to share with 

your readers the comments 
presented by Bronx Animal 
Shelter Endeavor (B.A.S.E.) 
co-founder Marion Koenig at 
Comptroller Scott Stringer’s 
press conference (Sunday, 
April 19) releasing the results 
of a year-long audit uncovering 
improper handling of drugs 
and poor shelter conditions at 
Animal Care & Control, the 
non-profi t organization that 
runs the city’s animal shelter 
system and responsible for the 
rescue, care and adoption of 
the city’s homeless and aban-
doned animals.

The Bronx Animal Shelter 
Endeavor (B.A.S.E.), a grass-
roots alliance of concerned 
Bronx residents comprised of 
experienced animal welfare 
advocates and rescuers which 
supports an agenda of reform 
of the New York City ani-
mal shelter system to include 
multi-service, state-of-the-art 
animal shelters in the Bronx 
and Queens’ counties.

We thank Comptroller 
Scott Stringer for his meticu-
lous audit of the Animal Care 
& Control (ACC) facilities.  
This exposure of poor prac-
tices such as:  overcrowding 
with cages of animals piled 
on top of cages of animals, 
poor ventilation, fi lthy areas, 
lack of control over drugs di-
rectly demonstrates that the 
immediate installation of full-
service, state-of-the-art ani-
mal shelters in the Bronx and 
Queens as well as proper fund-
ing to run them would allevi-
ate most of the painful prob-
lems.

Many B.A.S.E. members 
march out in the middle of the 
night in tough neighborhoods 
to catch, to feed, to observe, re-
sponding to more calls than 
we can handle, sacrifi cing our 
safety, time, and money, doing 
the job our City needs to per-
form.

The numbers of animals 
surrendered are staggering 
at approximately 40,000 each 
year.  The Bronx has an ap-
proximate surrender of 15,000 
animals, double other bor-
oughs.  Animals are dumped 
on streets, abandoned in 
homes, dogs tied and left to die 
on roofs of buildings.

ACC consistently allows 
animals to be pulled without 
accountability.  ACC numbers 

drop so they look good but we 
cannot see where these voice-
less animals have gone—to 
labs for experimentation; dog 
fi ghts as bait; hoarders, where 
they suffer negligence and 
abuse.

We implore the public to 
speak up, vote and demand 
a brick and mortar, state-of-
the-art, animal shelter in the 
Bronx and Queens now.

      We pay taxes just like 
other New Yorkers, but still 
we’re denied this basic munic-
ipal service.

For 15 years the Health De-
partment has refused to pro-
vide these shelters and now 
claims that they aren’t even 
needed.  Yes, they are.  And 
the comptroller’s recent audit 
of ACC attests to this fact.  

Marion Koenig

Re-appoint
Ferrara

Dear editor,
I am writing this letter to 

respectfully urge Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr. to 
re-appoint Van Nest commu-
nity activist Bernadette Ferr-
ara to Community Board 11.

Whether in a controversial 
or non-controversial manner, 
there is no one who has more 
visibly, consistently and per-
sistently fought for the Van 
Nest area of CB 11 than Ms. 
Ferrara.

There wouldn’t be a lovely 
new Van Nest Playground if 
it weren’t for her 5 plus years 
of tireless efforts pushing the 
Parks Department to fi nalize 
plans and requesting funding 
from local elected offi cials.

There wouldn’t be speed 
bumps on Van Nest Avenue, 
and other traffi c safety mea-
sures, if it weren’t for her per-
sistence with DOT and other 
city agencies.

There would be no active 
civic organization in Van Nest 
if not for Bernadette’s bold-
ness and outspokenness.

Being a community activ-
ist requires taking daring 
stances that may be unpopu-
lar or controversial at the par-
ticular time.

Though her word choice 
could have been better, I feel 
she has every right to be frus-
trated and outspoken on the 
minor issue of the St. Domi-
nic’s school re-naming.

But more importantly, one 
council member, especially 
one who is outside of her dis-
trict, should not have veto 

power over the re-appoint-
ment of Bernadette to the com-
munity board. It is ultimately, 
the borough president’s deci-
sion.

So, let us look beyond this 
school re-naming hiccup and 
view the big picture: There is 
no one that does more for Van 
Nest than Bernadette Ferr-
ara.

There should be no contro-
versy when community advo-
cates in years to come seek to 
name a school after Ms. Fer-
rara, for she has permanently 
etched her legacy in the Van 
Nest. Now, let’s let her keep 
fi ghting the good fi ght.

The purpose of the commu-
nity board is to be the most lo-
cal and representative form of 
government: accessible and of 
a composition that refl ects the 
neighborhoods that it encom-
passes.

No one has done more in 
the past 10 years for this oft-
overlooked working class com-
munity than Bernadette.

She is the heart and soul of 
Van Nest.

Community Board 11 with-
out Ferrara will cease to be 
one that is truly representa-
tive of the Van Nest commu-
nity.

Thank you to BP Diaz for 
his and his offi ce’s valued 
service to the residents of the 
Bronx and to the 12 commu-
nity boards that make up this 
borough.

Raphael Schweizer

Democratic
agenda

Dear editor,
They are celebrating in 

Baltimore the indictment of 
six police offi cers for the mur-
der of Freddie Gray. The in-
dictments are being hailed as 
a turning point that will give 
rise to better police /commu-
nity relations, better employ-
ment opportunities for Balti-
more’s youth, better schools, 
better housing and a host of 
other wished for goals.

There may be better po-
lice/community relations 
but the other improvements 
may not be forthcoming. In 
1970 shortly after the ‘68 ri-
ots the city had about 905,000 
citizens compared to 620,000 
today.  The Democrats have 
run Baltimore for the past 
40 years and the population 
dropped 31%.  Tax and spend 
policies have driven business 
and their jobs from the city, 

followed by families and chil-
dren leaving behind a pov-
erty ridden city with school 
age children paying for the 
sins of the adults.

The city administration 
says they need more educa-
tion funding (sound famil-
iar) to help all schools reach 
higher standards of student 
achievement and giving ev-
ery one of the 84,000 children 
in every school a quality edu-
cation.   The current budget 
is about $1.3 billion; that’s al-
most $17,000 per child!

Will more money help?  
Doubt it! Consider the New 
York City experience where 
we have 1.1 million children 
in K-12 public schools.  NY-
CDOE Operating budget is a 
whopping $25.9 billion; that’s 
almost $24,000 per child! 

How do we avoid becoming 
the next Baltimore, because I 
am afraid that could happen?  

Education is the solution 
to inequality and ‘School 
Choice’ is the method!  In D.C. 
down the road from Balti-
more there is the ‘D.C. Oppor-
tunity Scholarship Program’ 
signed into law by G.W. Bush 
in 2004.  That law, which Pres-
ident Obama has been trying 
to overturn for seven years, 
has funded private school tu-
ition for nearly 5,000 minority 
students. 

Today, the Federal Depart-
ment of Education budget 
is almost $50 billion.   Why 
wouldn’t Pres. Obama allo-
cate 2% of that money (equal 
to Baltimore Budget) and give 
$10,000 vouchers to the Balti-
more children enabling them 
to attend parochial school?  
Oh I forgot.  

The president is a Demo-
crat interested in protecting 
the Baltimore teachers union, 
much like the Baltimore lead-
ers, at the expense of the chil-
dren. Much like New York 
City.  

Carl J. Cannizzaro

Enjoys Skenazy
column

Dear editor, 
     Thanks for carrying Le-

nore Skenazy’s column.  I have 
been a fan for years.  

I don’t usually agree with 
her opinions, but she is always 
entertaining.  

And thanks for the pronun-
ciation.  I always said “Ska-
nah-zee”.  Now I know that it 
rhymes with ‘crazy’.  

Anita Mule’
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BY ANDY HUMM 
Four out gay members of 

the City Council are siding 
with anti-gay lobbyists in their 
quest to secure tens, perhaps 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
in city funds to pay for school 
safety offi cers in religious and 
other private schools, despite 
the fact that many of these in-
stitutions teach that homosex-
uality is immoral and do not al-
low out gay or lesbian teachers.

Public education, civil lib-
erties, and LGBT advocates 
are blasting the bill — as well 
as a state legislative proposal 
to give tax credits to private 
school donors — as tax-give-
away boondoggles at a time 
when public schools and librar-
ies are starved for resources.

Among the 46 co-sponsors 
of the bill, Intro 65, are Major-
ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer 
of Queens and councilmem-
bers Corey Johnson of Manhat-
tan, Carlos Menchaca of Brook-
lyn, and Ritchie Torres of the 
Bronx.

Van Bramer, Johnson, 
Menchaca, Torres support city 
funding for security guards at 
religious institutions

The bill’s few opponents 
include out councilmembers 
Daniel Dromm of Queens, who 
chairs the Education Commit-
tee, and Rosie Mendez of Man-
hattan. 

Speaker Melissa Mark-Viv-
erito is also not co-sponsoring, 
and the de Blasio administra-
tion testifi ed against it at an 
April 14 hearing, saying the po-
lice department should decide 
when and where to assign secu-
rity offi cers in schools.

The bill’s chief sponsor is 
Brooklyn Councilman David 
Greenfi eld, who is also the ‘vol-
unteer’ director and counsel 
for TEACH NYS, which “advo-
cates on behalf of the 500,000 
Catholic, Jewish, and Indepen-
dent school children in New 
York State,” according to his 
Council web page. 

Greenfi eld touts his success 
in enacting legislation recently 
“that provides for $600 million 
in tax credits for parents of all 
school-age children in New 
York.”

“Public schools have to 
come fi rst,” Dromm argued in 
opposition to Greenfi eld’s pro-
posal. “We are supposed to have 
separation of church and state. 
Where does this city funding 
for private schools end?”

At his committee’s April 
14 hearing, Dromm said the 
potential annual price tag of 
the bill could be $250 million, 

LBBT push for school security offi cers
while Greenfi eld’s offi ce said 
the council’s estimate is $50 
million.

Currently, safety offi cers 
are deployed at the discretion 
of the NYPD, not the demand of 
individual schools. 

The legislation would cre-
ate a new entitlement for any 
private or religious school — as 
well as any public school — that 
requested safety staffi ng.

“Bias crimes against the 
religious community are on 
the rise,” Greeenfi eld wrote 
in an email to Gay City News, 
citing “the recent stabbing of 
a yeshiva student at 770 East-
ern Parkway” in Brooklyn and 
“the four Jewish students that 
were killed by terrorists in 
Toulouse, France.”

Dromm said that safety of-
fi cers are responsible for inter-
nal order in schools, not pro-
tection from terrorist threats, 
which is provided by police 
based on specifi c evidence it 
obtains. 

But Becky Stern, a spokes-
person for Greenfi eld, said, 
“The NYPD in their testimony 
and questioning agreed that 
the primary job of a school 
safety offi cer is to prevent the 
wrong people from entering a 
building.”

“Regardless of a parent’s 
religious belief, the child is 
entitled to a very basic level of 
protection,” Greenfi eld wrote. 
“That is why, for example, the 
city already pays for services 
such as transportation and 
nursing that keep all of our 
children safe.”

Asked about the limits of 
what tax dollars would be used 
for, Stern wrote that is “the 
job of the legislature to decide 
these issues on a case-by-case 
basis. We do that every day. In 
this case, there is very clearly a 
need for security for children.”

Saying the issue “has noth-
ing to do with politics,” Van 
Bramer argued, “We want to 
make sure that all children 
are safe at all schools.” Asked 
whether he is concerned that 
some of the schools have an 
anti-gay mission or message, 
he responded, “It’s about the 
safety of the children who go 
to them,” but he declined to say 
whether that overriding con-
cern would trump evidence 
that a school were racist or 
anti-Semitic.

Torres similarly defended 
his sponsorship of the bill.

“I deeply detest the anti-
gay beliefs of religious schools, 
but why should that mean that 
the students attending these 

schools receive no guarantee 
of school safety at all?,” he said. 
“School safety is a basic pub-
lic good, and the students of all 
schools, be it public or private, 
are entitled to a minimal stan-
dard of public protection.” 

He also ducked a question 
about whether the same would 
hold true for a school with a re-
cord of other kinds of discrimi-
nation.

At the Education Commit-
tee hearing, Dromm pressed 
witnesses on whether their re-
ligious schools would discrim-
inate against safety offi cers 
who were openly gay. At fi rst, 
the witnesses invoked their re-
ligious exemption under city 
human rights law, even though 
that exemption is limited to 
those carrying out religious 
functions and does not apply 
to support personnel. One wit-
ness fi nally conceded that the 
offi cers would be employees of 
the NYPD and could be openly 
gay.

Among the lead advocates 
of the bill are the Catholic 
Community Relations Council, 
the political arm of the Arch-
diocese of New York, and Agu-
dath Israel, representing the 
Orthodox Jewish community 
— both of which have vocifer-

ously fought advances in LGBT 
rights in Albany and at City 
Hall for decades. Both groups 
are currently lobbying against 
passage of the Gender Expres-
sion Non-Discrimination Act 
and a ban on licensed mental 
health professionals providing 
so-called “conversion therapy” 
for minors, both measures 
pending in the State Legisla-
ture.

David Tanenbaum, testi-
fying for Greenfi eld’s Council 
bill on behalf of Agudath Is-
rael, said his group’s survey of 
a sampling of Jewish schools 
found “the vast majority” 
would be interested.

Religiously-affi liated or-
ganizations such as Catholic 
Charities currently receive 
millions in city contracts to 
provide social services, but 
they are required to sign stipu-
lations they will not discrimi-
nate on the categories protected 
in city law — including sexual 
orientation and gender iden-
tity — in either hiring or the 
provision of services. Religious 
schools do not certify that they 
are not discriminatory and 
have availed themselves of ex-
isting religious exemptions.

Many on the council — and 
certainly the six members of its 
LGBT caucus — have opposed 
city funding for the Boy Scouts, 
because of that group’s discrim-
inatory policies, but most are 
apparently indifferent when it 
comes to public support of dis-
criminatory religious and edu-
cational organizations.

The New York Civil Liber-
ties Union testifi ed against the 
council bill, saying the group 
“is strongly opposed to the use 
of government funding and 
services to support religion, 
including religious schools. 
This is an inappropriate use of 
city resources, and skirts dan-
gerously close to government 
sponsorship of religion, forbid-
den by the First Amendment to 
the US Constitution.”

The Greenfi eld school safety 
offi cer initiative emerges as 
Cardinal Timothy Dolan and 
other religious leaders are 
pushing in Albany for state tax 
credits for giving to private and 
religious schools. 

Out gay Senator Brad Hoyl-
man, a West Side Democrat, 
calling the tax credit scheme 
“unprecedented,” warned it 
would divert “essential re-
sources from public schools” by 
creating incentives for wealthy 
individuals and corporations 
to provide funds to religious 
and other private schools. 

The Senate passed a ver-
sion of the bill, but it was not 
included in the budget deal 
agreed to by Governor Cuomo 
and legislative leaders.

Assemblymember Dick Got-
tfried, a Chelsea Democrat, is 
also opposed to the tax credit 
proposal and predicted the As-
sembly would not bring such a 
measure up for a fl oor vote.

Hoylman said he also op-
poses the Council initiative to 
fund security offi cers for pri-
vate schools.

“As a public offi cial, we have 
to stay focused on taxpayer dol-
lars funding public schools,” 
he said. “There are shortages 
of security offi cers in the pub-
lic schools.”

Testimony from the NYPD 
before Dromm’s Education 
Committee made clear that 
the issue is not about provid-
ing security resources when 
specifi c threats are identifi ed. 
Assistant Chief Brian J. Con-
roy, the commanding offi cer of 
the School Safety Division, tes-
tifi ed against the bill, saying 
that while its intent was “un-
derstandable,” it “undermines 
the normal budget process.”

He also said, “If legisla-
tion requires that the commis-
sioner deploy particular staff 
to particular locations and if 
this type of legislation serves 
as a model for other similar ini-
tiatives… the jobs of both the 
police commissioner and the 
mayor would be deeply com-
promised, potentially compro-
mising public safety as well.

The UJA-Federation issued a 
statement saying, “Every child 
in New York City deserves to be 
safe while in school. Introduc-
tion 65 has the support of over 
90 percent of the New York City 
Council, and of UJA-Federa-
tion, because of its intention to 
improve security at schools.”

UJA, however, refused to 
answer any questions about the 
de Blasio administration and 
NYPD’s problems with the bill 
or whether there are limits on 
the public funding of private, 
discriminatory schools.

Councilmember Mendez 
said basic student safety is the 
responsibility of the private or 
religious schools themselves.

“They charge tuition, they 
should pay for their own secu-
rity,” she said. “I was against 
having churches in schools. 
There should be separation of 
church and state. As a mem-
ber of the LGBT community, I 
know that a lot of these schools 

School safety is a 
basic public good, 
and the students 

of all schools, be it 
public or private, 

are entitled 
to a minimal 

standard of public 
protection.
Ritchie Torres

Councilman

Continued on page 70
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Councilman Andrew Cohen and Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj with Jasmine Mack, Jabari Grubb, 
Community Board 7 chair Adaline Walker-Santiago, Lenard Ware, Michiko Grubb Ware, Jo-
seph Mack and Mina Grubb at the street dedication for community activist Margaret Mack 
on Saturday, May 2 at West Mosholu Parkway South and Jerome Avenue. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Outside Tracy Towers, a tribute to 

a tenant leader was recently installed.
West Mosholu Parkway South at 

Jerome Avenue was named the ‘Mar-
garet Mack Triangle’ in a ceremony 
hosted by Councilman Andrew Cohen 
on Saturday, May 2.

Mack was a life-long resident of the 
Bronx with a passion for civic engage-
ment.

A longtime tenant at Tracy Towers, 
she was heavily involved in the ten-
ant’s association and acted as the cor-
responding secretary.

Mack championed many of her fel-
low residents’ causes over the years, 
including bringing attention to heat 
and hot water problems, roof leakage, 
dirty hallways, faulty elevators, and 
other health and safety issues.

She was also instrumental in or-
ganizing tenants in 2011 to fi ght a 77 
percent rent hike over three years, 
said tenant association president Jean 

Street named for housing 
activist, Margaret Mack

Hill. 
Mack was invaluable in helping the 

tenants bring the issue to court, where 
a judge trimmed the hike for the many 
elderly and fi xed income tenants who 
live there.

“She was like my right hand,” said 
Hill.

Mack also served alongside Hill on 
Community Board 7, where she was a 
longtime member, serving as the chair 
of the Parks and Recreation Commit-
tee, as well as on the Transportation 
Committee.

In this role, she advocated on mat-
ters related to local schools, educa-
tional centers, libraries and senior 
related issues in the Norwood neigh-
borhood, according to Councilman Co-
hen’s offi ce.

While Mack was mild mannered, 
beneath that lay a fi ghter and a fi erce 
advocate for what she believed in, said 
Hill. But above all, Mack was always 
there to help out other tenants in any 
way she could.

“She was a neighbor in the true 
sense of the word,” said Hill. “She will 
be truly missed in this building, and 
by me personally.”

The tenants association and CB 7 
supported the proposal to dedicate the 
street to Mack, which was brought to 
fruition by Councilman Cohen’s of-
fi ce.

“I am happy to be able to honor her 
memory by renaming West Mosholu 
Parkway ‘Margaret Mack Triangle,’” 
said Cohen. “Ms. Mack’s achievements 
convey a stabilizing force within her 
community, a legacy which still re-
mains and likely will for many years 
to come.”

Ms Mack’s 
achievements convey a 
stabilizing force within 

her community, a legacy 
which still remains and 

likely will for many years 
to come.

Andrew Cohen
Councilman
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LEHMAN COLLEGE: Where Adults Succeed!

   BACHELOR’S DEGREES
     Over 50 majors or design your own

   MASTER OF ARTS IN LIBERAL STUDIES
     �ocused on your s�eci�c interest

   RN to BS ONLINE
     RN’s with an Associate’s Degree & NY License Should Apply!

ADP INFORMATION SESSIONS: MARCH/APRIL
call: 718-960-8666

email: adult.degree@lehman.cuny.edu
or visit Lehman Campus, Carman Hall 128

for schedule of sessions and to register to attend.

Bachelor’s & Master’s Degrees to Enhance Your Career 

CREDIT FOR PRIOR LEARNING
PERSONALIZED ADVISING

AFFORDABLE TUITION

CLASSES OFFERED DAY, EVENING, WEEKEND AND ONLINE

www.lehman.cuny/adultdegree

ADULT DEGREE PROGRAM

ADP INFORMATION SESSIONS: APRIL/MAYADP INFORMATION SESSIONS: MAY/JUNE

Information, Tours
& Registration

Call for an appointment
(718) 597-3232

REGISTRATION ONLY
 Wed. May 13th, 2015

 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

 Wed. May 20th, 2015
 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

 Last Registration
 Wed. May 27th, 2015

 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
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310 Huguenot St. | New Rochelle, NY

914-633-9479 | modernrestaurant.com

Planning a party? 
COME ENJOY OUR ON-PREMISE OR 

OFF PREMISE CATERING...

Reserve our banquet room 
ACCOMMODATES (UP TO 85 PEOPLE)

Or for smaller affairs enjoy our lounge area or 

semi-private communal area

VALET PARKING AVAILABLE · CUSTOM MENUS AVAILABLE
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The Preston High School Experience
Spring Information Session

Wednesday, May 13 at 6:30pm

This event is intended for 6th and 7th grade girls 
and their families who are interested in learning 

more about applying to Catholic High Schools and 
becoming a Preston High School student. 

This event is intended for 6th and 7th grade girls and their families who are 
interested in learning more about applying to Catholic High Schools and

becoming a Preston High School student. 

Panel discussion topics will include:

   High School

          
          

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local school’s 7th graders 

took home all the awards at 
Iona Prep’s Math Olympics for 
Catholic grammar schools in 
the Bronx and Westchester. 

A group of students from 
Villa Maria Academy won the 
top four individual spots at the 
26th Annual Iona Prep Math-
ematics Olympics in New Ro-
chelle on Sunday, May 3.

The private school also 
took home top team honors, 
as well as the alternate award, 
sweeping all categories. 

“They were very excited 
and proud,” said Rita Peduzzi, 
Villa Maria mathematics 
teacher, of her students. “We 
were so excited for them, the 
math program, and the school 
in general.”

Villa Maria has been par-
ticipating in the event for 
years, and Peduzzi added: 
“(These students) made his-
tory for our school.” 

St. Gabriel’s School in Riv-
erdale placed fi fth as a team 
in the contest, and Our Lady 
of Assumption School in Pel-
ham Bay also competed in the 
annual academic Olympics for 
7th grade boys. Ten schools in 

Villa Maria takes Math Olympics honors

total participated. 
Iona Prep math teacher 

Charles Sloat said that the 
competition consisted of two 
parts: a written examination 
without calculators of indi-
vidual team members, and 
then a team test where groups 
of four boys from each school 
complete with a second writ-
ten test. 

The tests consisted of com-
putational problems that were 
pre-algebra questions, said 
Sloat. 

“We certainly know a lot 
of these kids have opportuni-
ties to challenge one another,” 
said Sloat, who added “This is 
an academic way to give them 
something to rally around.”

As with athletic tourna-
ments, the mathematics com-
petition gave the young men 
an opportunity to visit Iona 
Prep and see all that the school 
has to offer, said Sloat. 

The individual winners 
from Villa Maria Academy 
were Michael Martire who 

placed fi rst, Edward Delatorre 
who took second place, Jus-
tin Piccininni who took third, 
and GianPaul Calle who took 
fourth place. 

Six students from each 
school participated, and Villa 
Maria also won the award for 
fi rst alternate, with Alexander 
Salcedo taking home honors. 

The individual winners 
received plaques and medals. 
The fi rst alternate received a 
certifi cate. All of the partici-
pating students also received 

a certifi cate and an Iona Prep 
Mathematics Olympics t-
shirt. 

Iona Prep’s Fathers Coun-
cil donated the awards and 
t-shirts, and Sloat especially 
thanked Jack Caliendo. 

Peduzzi said she attributed 
Villa Maria Academy’s suc-
cess to small math class sizes 
for grades 5 through 8. 

She and fellow math teacher 
Rose Burkhart instruct three 
different classes of math in 
each of those grades. 

(L-r) Teacher Rose Burkhart, Austin Haney, GianPaul Calle, Edward Delatorre, Michael Martire, Justin Piccininni, Alex Salcedo and Math teacher Rita 
Peduzzi. Photo courtesy of Villa Maria Academy
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Cancer Screening Saves Lives
We can help You

Together we can reverse these trends.
The Bronx County Cancer Services Program can provide you with free cancer screenings.

For an appointment call 718-579-6453

The fight against breast, cervical and colorectal cancer begins with 
regular screenings. We can provide free screenings regardless of 
citizenship status for breast, cervical and colorectal cancer, if you:

Have no health insurance

Are between 40 and 64 years old

Live in the Bronx

Did You Know?
108 people in the Bronx are diagnosed with cancer each week

Breast cancer is the second leading cause of death among 
women in New York State

In 2012, an estimated 3,000 New Yorkers may have lost their 
battle against colorectal cancer
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Funded by a grant from the New York State Department 
of Health, Bureau of Chronic Disease Control
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We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Renovations of a Norwood apart-

ment building are causing multiple 
inconveniences, according to its resi-
dents.

The construction that is currently 
taking place at 3034 Grand Concourse, 
located between 202nd and 203rd 
streets, has generated numerous in-
conveniences 

Its residents  claim that the process 
is taking way longer than expected 
and is affecting their health in the pro-
cess, among other problems.

The fi ve-story, 55-unit residential 
building began undergoing renova-
tions in early April. 

Prior to the beginning of the reno-
vations, building landlord Steven Fin-
kelstein notifi ed each tenant of the 
building’s situation and stating that 
the renovation plans, which includes 
new hot water service, apartment 
doors, windows, kitchens, bathrooms, 
painted walls and even a lobby secu-
rity camera, would take between ten 
days and two weeks in total to com-
plete.

However, as of Thursday, April 30, 
residents complained that the renova-
tion process was taking way longer. 

Tenants stated that some apartment 
units haven’t even been started yet.

“As of right now, these renovations 
don’t look like such a good thing for 

Prolonged renovations anger residents

Double-sheeted plastic was put over each 
apartment unit’s door when the Department 
of Buildings inspected the building last 
week. Steven Goodstein / Community News Group

this building,” said Bronx-born Mar-
garet Schroder, who has lived in the 
building for 65 years. “It’s taking the 
contractor over a month just to com-
plete the kitchens, and even though 
they are fi nally starting to work on the 
bathrooms, this process has been pro-
longed - everything could have been 
fi nished in a week or two.”

Schroder, along with  other ten-
ants also complained about potential 
health issues. 

During the renovation process, 
dust and other debris has collected in 
the hallways of the building from pre-
vious weeks of work - which has left 
various residents, who don’t have an 
elevator in the entire building, with 
cardiovascular diffi culties. 

Many tenants have fi led complaints 
with the Health Department.

“It wasn’t until four weeks after 
these renovations began that the De-
partment of Buildings inspected the 
building and put double-sheeted plas-
tic over each apartment door - at least 
it protects us a bit from the debris,” 
Schroder said. “However, this is still a 
safety hazard, and the right thing to do 
would be for them to offer face masks 
so residents don’t have to breath in any 
harmful chemicals.”

“Yes, they put double-sheeted plas-
tic on the doors - but it’s already falling 
off some doors,” said resident Hector 

Carrion, who has lived in the build-
ing for 18 years. His wife, Claudia, had 
asthma prior to these renovations, 
making the situation more diffi cult for 
them. “This is ridiculous - they said 
these renovations would take ten days 
to complete, and it’s taking at least four 
times longer than that.”

Other problems have surfaced as a 
result of the renovations. 

Residents who were forced to order 
food in or had to stay in a hotel are con-
cerned they will not be reimbursed. 

During the renovations, there was 
also a temporary bathroom placed on 
the fi fth fl oor on each side of the build-
ing for residents whose bathrooms 
were out of order.

The landlord insists that there is a 
light at the end of the tunnel, giving a 
timetable of one to three more months 
for all renovations to be completed.

“Many residents have issues that 
they need assistance with during this 
renovation process, and I am doing my 
best to help them,” Finkelstein said. 
“It is important to work with all resi-
dents to achieve the overall goal, main-
taining a good relationship.” 

“I know this is a huge inconve-
nience for these residents right now, 
especially with the delays. The pro-
cess is diffi cult, but these renovations 
will eventually result in a better place 
to live and to own,” he said.
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1760 CROSBY AVE, BRONX, NY 10461

FREE FAST DELIVERY
718 597-4992
 718 597-4993 
718 597-4994

FAX: 718 597-4995

Available In Half Trays
and Whole Trays

FULL GOURMET CATERING SERVICE AVAILABLE

CHECK OUT OUR FULL CATERING MENU ONLINE AT

MANGIASBRICKOVEN.COM

FIND US ON:

Custom Made Hot or Cold 3 - 6 foot Heroes...
All Food Made Fresh On The Premises

Let Us Do The Work For Your Special Occasion!
No Party Too Large!

Appetizers, Sides, Salads, Pastas, Brick Oven Pastas, 
Chicken and Veal Dishes, Eggplant Dishes, Sausage Dish-

es, Seafood Dishes, Desserts...and More...

Implant.....................$995
Intergrated Post...........$0
Crown.......................$995
Total.......................$1990

CHOOSE EXCELLENCE
Vincent M. Cefola, D.D.S.
Roger Chehova, D.D.S.

1865 Williamsbridge Road
Bronx, NY 10461

718-892-2042
cefola-chehova@optimum.net

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS!

High Quality 
Comprehensive 
Dentistry

Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

SPRING SPECIAL

$500
OFF

New patients only - by appointment only.
Must mention promotion at time of booking.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Pelham Bay Taxpayers and 

Community Association, a venerable 
organization with a long history, has a 
new leader. 

Michele Torrioni, who fi rst became 
civically engaged in her east Bronx 
community just two years ago, has as-
sumed the role of president of the orga-
nization upon the passing of its previ-
ous leader Joe Oddo in March. 

Torrioni grew up in Pelham Bay 
on Wilkinson Avenue but now lives in 
nearby Waterbury LaSalle. Her fam-
ily, including her mother, still resides 
in the home her great-grandfather 
built in 1928, she said. 

She said she will work to increase 
membership to the organization, in-
cluding both residents who are new 
to the community and people like her-
self, whose families have been there 
for generations. 

“I want to pick up where Joe Oddo 
left off,” said the new president. “I 
know organizations have a hard time 
getting people involved, especially the 
younger generation.” 

Top concerns among PBTCA mem-
bers are issues like the need for more 
police, dirty streets, the new nearby 
911 Call Center and the traffi c ex-
pected from new developments, traffi c 
at Amendola Plaza and dealing with 
changing times. 

Pelham Bay Taxpayers have a new president
When she grew up in Pelham Bay, 

decades ago, it was a somewhat differ-
ent place, said Torrioni.  

“My mom and I remember when we 
all knew our neighbors in Pelham Bay 
and we left our doors open,” said Tor-
rioni. “It was different times.” 

She said that she feels in the past 
the neighborhood was more family-
oriented, and even though there were 
always larger buildings, it had a close-
knit feel. 

Of course there is no stopping 
change, she said, but she believes that 
there are a core of people, both long-
time residents and newcomers, who 
care about maintaining the commu-
nity as a viable place to live. 

“I want people to stay involved and 
be informed of what is going on,” she 
said, adding there are many who are 
passionate about the community and 
who want to stay. 

Torrioni said she is conscious that 
she is fi lling some big shoes in terms 
of her predecessors. The organization 
goes back to at least the 1960s. 

Through the years, Torrioni said, 
there have been some notable leaders 
of the PBTCA, including Florence Col-
lucci, the aunt of Councilman James 
Vacca, who has the Wikinson Play-
ground named after her. 

There was also longtime president 
Michael Crescenzo, who was known as 

the ‘Mayor of Pelham Bay,’ and before 
Oddo, former president Anita Valenti, 
who revived the organization when it 
was fl agging. 

Torrioni works in advertising. She 
graduated from local schools: P.S. 71, 
J.H.S. 101, and St. Helena Business 
High School. 

Michele Torrioni Photo courtesy of Michele Torrioni
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CAREER INFORMATION SEMINARS

SATURDAY,  MAY 2*, 10:30 AM
WEDNESDAY,  MAY 13, 6:30 PM
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PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS IN:

Find out about Financial Assistance available**
** depending upon eligibility.

INVEST IN YOURSELF 

For more information, please call Lehman College Continuing Education at
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� Home Health Aide
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� EKG/Phlebotomy, Nurse Technician
� Dental Assistant
� Pharmacy Technician
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� Alcoholism & Substance Abuse Counseling
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� Business Bookkeeping
� Personal Financial Planning
� Small Business/ Entrepreneurship
� IRS Enrolled Agent
� Microsoft Specialist
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� A+ Computer Technician
� Graphics & Web Design

FRIDAY,  MAY 8, 10:30 AM

HEALTH CAREERS INFORMATION SEMINAR 
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* MEET +79�;<=.�>�?==.�@B?-<;B/��<G5<B��>�@-��=<�+B���COORDINATOR!

LEARN ABOUT HIGH-GROWTH CAREERS

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 6:30 PM
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Meet the new chief of medicine of 

the North Bronx Healthcare Network.
Native Bronxite Dr. John Morley 

was recently appointed by the NYC 
Health and Hospitals Corporation to 
serve in that role for Jacobi Medical 
Center and North Central Bronx Hos-
pital.

Morley will oversee the medical 
staff at the two public hospitals, which 
combined treat more than 150,000 pa-
tients annually.

Morley has decades of experience in 
both clinical and management roles. 

He is a trained anesthesiologist 
who also has critical care certifi ca-
tions in internal medicine and pulmo-
nary medicine. 

He previously served as medical di-
rector of Albany Medical Center, the 
medical director of NY State’s Depart-
ment of Health systems Management 
Division, and as senior vice president 
and deputy chief Medical Offi cer of 
NYC HHC.

His range of experiences both in 
hospitals and state government have 
given him a broad understanding of 
the healthcare system that helps him 
to do his job, said Morley.

Part of that job requires imple-
menting ever-changing regulations in  
ways that improve, or at least don’t im-
pede, patient care.

“I really spend time each day on the 
‘how,’” he said.

It’s an exciting time in the health-
care industry, said Morley, with major 
changes coming in the way physicians 
are incentivize, and the arrival of im-
proved data and information systems 
which will improve patients care.

Ultimately, great patient care is the 
goal of any hospital, and the chief med-
ical offi cer can create an environment 
where healthcare providers are sup-
ported in their jobs.

“I believe in the collaborative ap-
proach,” Morley said of his philoso-
phy.

Morley describes a medical staff 

Jacobi, NCB get new 
chief medical offi cer

as being like a football team. During 
a game, the tight end doesn’t just run 
and expect the quarterback to fi nd him 
—he runs a particular pattern, Morley 
said.

Within the hospitals, that means 
healthcare providers don’t just need 
to understand their individual job, but 
what other’s jobs are and where they 
fi t in the healthcare process. 

In his role, Morley also works to fa-
cilitate communication between the 
hospital administration and the medi-
cal staff.

“Doctors don’t always speak the 
same language as administrators,” he 
said.

Enhancing that communication is 
critical to Morley’s mission of continu-
ing to improve patient care and the 
network’s reputation.

“The best hospitals have a strong 
partnership between the medical staff 
and the hospital administration – 
that’s how great patient care is deliv-
ered,” said Morley.

Dr. John Morley, the new cheif medical of-
fi cer or Jacobi Medical center and North 
Central Bronx  Hospital. 
 Community News Group / Jaime Williams

Celebrate
Bronx
Week!
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
IGRT RADIATION THERAPY
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cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

Get your undergraduate degree in Information Technology at 
Touro College’s New York School of Career and Applied Studies.

And if graduate study is in your 
future, consider Touro’s Graduate 
School of Technology, which 
offers Master of Science programs 
in Information Systems and 
Instructional Technology. www.touro.edu/nyscas

scan here

Touro College: a world of possibilities

212.463.0400 x5500
MANHATTAN, BROOKLYN, QUEENS

At NYSCAS we provide the support our students need to 
succeed, from the moment they enroll to the day they 
graduate.

apply ONLINE at apply. touro.edu

@nyscasTouro
Touro is an equal opportunity institution
For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement, please visit www.touro.edu

facebook.com/nyscasTouro

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Familiar inconveniences 

on a local express bus route 
have resulted in rider com-
plaints.

The service on the BxM8 
express bus, which travels 
from Pelham Bay to midtown 
Manhattan, has received 
criticism from local resi-
dents and passengers who de-
pend on the bus for daily and 
weekly commutes.

According to the riders’ 
complaints, waiting for the 
BxM8 in bad weather can 
last anywhere from 30-45 
minutes, nearly equaling the 
time it takes to commute to 
midtown Manhattan from 
Pelham Bay.

“They (the MTA) gives 
you one excuse - that a driver 
called out sick and no one 
took over his shift,” said Ni-
cole Luciano, a Pelham Bay 
resident who relies on the 
bus on a daily basis. 

“Are there not enough 
drivers to take over a route 
so people paying $6 and now 
$6.50 have to wait in terrible 
weather (with the exception 
of the last few weeks) for an 
express bus?”

Express bus service still lacks promptness
“The prices of bus rides 

was just raised and there is 
no one to pick up his shift 
and cover his route? C’mon 
- what are we paying extra 
for,” said Nicole, referring to 
the recent MTA fare hikes.

Luciano said that she can 
recall numerous times when 
the bus was late and stated 
that there are times when the 
bus doesn’t show up at all. 
“This bus is very unpredict-
able,” she added.

Nicole recalled when the 
New York Bus Service, owned 
by Edward Arrigoni, owned 
the Manhattan-bound route 
from Pelham Bay. In 2005 it 
was bought by the MTA Bus 
Company. 

She said the bus service 
was much more dependable 
and reliable before th MTA 
takeover.

“Once the buses were 
owned by the city, the ser-
vice changed completed,” she 
said.

The MTA has acknowl-
edged the delays, attributing 
the inconveniences mostly to 
construction and traffi c, and 
stating that they will con-
tinue to keep an eye on the 

BxM8 despite the miscommu-
nications between buses and 
passengers.

“The BxM8 route was re-
cently affected by street mill-
ing from 6 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
by street construction that 
affected both northbound 
and southbound service 
around the Middletown Road 
and Bruckner Boulevard ar-
eas,” an MTA spokesperson 
said. “Numerous street dem-
onstrations in Manhattan in 
April during evening peak 
hours also had an effect on 
express bus routes. Our bus 
service is largely dependent 
on road conditions such as 
traffi c and construction, as 
well as weather conditions, 
but we will continue to moni-
tor the route.”

Additional reporting con-
tributed by Robert Wirsing.

(Right) A BxM8 express bus drop 
off only station which also serves 
passengers of the Bx5 and the Q50, 
located on East Tremont Avenue 
and Bruckner Boulevard. 
 Community News Group / Steven 
Goodstein
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Thursday and Friday, May 7th & 8th  3:00pm – 8:00pm
Saturday, May 9th  9:00am – 5:00pm

Monday thru Wednesday, May 11th - 13th  3:00pm – 8:00pm

NOW REGISTERING FOR OUR SUMMER
PERFORMING ARTS DAY CAMP AND SUMMER CLASSES

#1 Studio For The Past 34 Years!
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPIONS!

www.fancyfeet.com
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920 Allerton Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10469 
(718) 654-0500 
FarengaBrosFuneralHome.com 

GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES
COME AND ENJOY OUR 

NEW SAUTE MENU!
SERVED

MONDAY - SATURDAY
FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 
To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 
Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 
Offer. Exp. 05/31/15

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The Bronx’s technological 

era draws closer thanks in no 
small part to one local tech 
savvy non-profi t organization.  

Code/Interactive, a Bronx-
based non-profi t organization 
which teaches underserved 
high school students how to 
code will host its 3rd Bronx 
Tech Meetup event.

It is expected to draw over 
1,000 students and technolo-
gists to the borough’s largest 
technology event in recent 
history.

Scheduled for Monday, May 
18 from 7 until 8:30 p.m., all are 
invited to attend the Bronx 
Tech Meetup at Roosevelt 
High School’s auditorium for 
an evening of live product 
demos, tech education oppor-
tunities, and networking with 
fellow technologists, students 
and community members.

Tom O’Connell, C/I pro-
gram director, revealed this 
event will feature Minerva 
Tantoco, NYC Department of 
the Department of Technol-
ogy and Innovation chief tech-
nology offi cer; Keith Klein, 
Doran Jones CEO; Angie Ka-
math, Per Scholas executive 

C/I to host largest Bronx tech event
director; Matt Brimer, Gen-
eral Assembly - Opportunity 
Fund co-founder; Milton Suss-
man, Fordham Foundry gen-
eral manager; Jerelyn Rodri-
guez, The Knowledge House 
executive director; and Ma-
jora Carter, Startup Box 
South Bronx founder as spe-
cial guests highlighting ini-
tiatives to bring more tech-re-
lated jobs and education to our 
borough.

He added the evening’s live 
product demos will feature 
Natasha Green, WeIntervene.
com CEO; Shema Kalisa, Go 
Jim Go founder; and Jonathan 
Duhon, Wrask It App CEO and 
many others.

“Tech is one of the fast-
est growing business indus-
tries in New York City, but we 
haven’t really witnessed any 
substantial tech growth here 
in the Bronx mainly because 
people here don’t  know how 
they can enter into this fi eld,” 
O’Connell revealed.

“The education opportu-
nities provided at the Bronx 
Tech Meetup will offer tech 
employment right away and 
all of our live product demos 
featured this evening are cre-

ated by Bronx residents,” he 
explained.

C/I seeks to highlight the 
success Bronx residents have 
had so far in launching tech 
startups as well as learning 
through education programs 
which could benefi t thousands 
more underserved residents.

Founded in 2001, C/I cur-
rently teaches 325 students 
computer science twice a week 
at their high schools with a 

C/I teacher to work on self-
directed modules in HTML, 
CSS, and JavaScript.  

O’Connell explained Bronx 
Tech Meetup is free for mem-
bers, however non-members 
are welcome to become Bronx 
Tech Meetup members to en-
ter free of charge or pay $5 at 
the door.

Following the Bronx Tech 
Meetup, a networking after 
party will be celebrated at 

Fordham Foundry, one of the 
Bronx’s only tech incubators.

The after party, which runs 
from 8:30 until 10 p.m., costs $5 
for everyone to cover food and 
drink costs and will feature 
beer provided by the Bronx 
Brewery. 

For tickets, visit www.
weare.ci/event/bronx-tech-
meetup-after-party-at-ford-
ham-foundry/. 

In addition to this event, 
C/I is organizing a Saturday, 
May 30 hackathon at the Ford-
ham Foundry with tech spon-
sor CartoDB, a tech mapping 
company.

Scheduled from 10 a.m. un-
til 7:30 p.m., C/I’s 3rd hacka-
thon will feature students 
utilizing tech and entrepre-
neurship skills to construct 
tech projects.

O’Connell said C/I is look-
ing for Bronx tech mentors for 
this event who are preferably 
skilled in HTML, CSS, and 
JavaScript to aid their stu-
dents in building a web app. 

If interested, contact Tom 
O’Connell at either (914) 874-
3278 or tom@weare.ci for more 
information.

Code/Interactive students eager to explore the creative power of tech-
nology and computing skills during a previously held Google hackathon. 
 Photo courtesy of Code/Interactive
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

BBC Galaxee has moved to 4253 Throgs Neck Expressway, near Edgewa-
ter Park. Photo by Mike Fata

BY ROBERT WIRSING
After serving Morris Park 

for 17 years, a popular sports 
card and collectible store now 
has a new clubhouse near 
Edgewater Park.

According to store owner, 
Mike Fata, the decision to 
move the store resulted from 
expense considerations.

Now located at 4253 Throgs 
Neck Expressway, near the 
Throgs Neck Bridge Bronx 
-bound toll plaza, BBC Gal-
axee offers enthusiasts a wide 
range of collectibles from 
sports cards and related mem-
orabilia to non-athletic cen-
tric items such as vinyl action 
fi gures of popular pop culture 
characters and Disney’s ‘Fro-
zen’ card packs among others. 

BBC Galaxee’s currently 
resides in a cozy neighbor-
hood setting, a far cry from 
the hustle and bustle of its for-
mer location on Morris Park 
Avenue.

Thenew store features a 
cozy 300 square feet interior 
housing sports merchandise, 
plaques, and even a Hall of 
Fame wall displaying over 100 
sports cards depicting athletic 
superstars.

Galaxee sports card shop grand opening
“I really love the new lo-

cation for the store because 
it is almost like a little club-
house and that is what any 
real sports card store should 
be like,” he said.

BBC Galaxee will be cele-
brating its grand opening on 
Saturday, May 16 from noon 
to 3 p.m., and will feature food, 
prizes and possibly some give-
aways.

If interested, contact Fata 
at either (718) 828-5711 or bbc-
galaxee@gmail.com.        

An offi cial store website is 
under construction, but cus-
tomers and hobbyists can fol-
low the store on Twitter’s @
Bbcgalaxee and Facebook’s 
BBC Galaxee Bronx.

He added future store-
based events are still in the 
planning stages.         

Fata’s shop fi rst entered the 
media spotlight many years 
ago when a teenage boy pur-
chased two packs of $5 sports 
cards and found two extremely 
rare certifi ed authentically 
autographed sports cards to-
gether worth $500.

He explained customers 
will frequently discover such 
rarities hiding inside their re-

cently purchased packs. 
Since Galaxee’s relocation, 

he reports an autographed 
Kris Bryant gold refractor 
sports card worth $4,000 was 
discovered by one of his lucky 
customers.

Many of Fata’s loyal cus-
tomers were instrumental in 
helping BBC Galaxee’s move 
by fi nding the location and 
continue their patronage with 
Fata despite having to travel.

An avid life-long sports 
collector, there is no denying 

Fata is passionate about this 
classic hobby.

“I often say to people I was 
born holding a baseball card,” 
Fata said in jest. “This is the 
best hobby in the world be-
cause there are a million dif-
ferent ways to collect sports 
cards and you don’t have to be 
rich, young, or an adult to get 
involved in this hobby either. 
It has a very welcoming fan 
base.”

He explained sports card 
packs range in prices from 50 

cents to $10 and his business is 
doing well since relocating.

“They’re cards for every 
budget and anyone can get in-
volved in this hobby whether 
they are casual collectors or 
of the more diehard set,” he 
said. “Parents have been giv-
ing their kids cards since they 
were fi rst made many years 
ago and this hobby is helping 
to keep that time honored tra-
dition alive and well.”

According to Fata, the new-
est generation has completely 
embraced this hobby with 
open arms.

A trademark of BBC Gal-
axee are unique promotions 
for children to obtain free 
sports cards.

These promotions include 
bringing in a good report 
card from school, entering 
the store wearing their little 
league uniform, telling Fata 
how they help their parents at 
home, and/or telling him their 
favorite player and explaining 
why he or she is considered 
their favorite. 

BBC Galaxee is a proud 
sponsor of the Throgs Neck 
Little League.
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El Grupo Unidos de Belmont held the 10th Annual Cinco de Mayo Celebration on Saturday, May 2. The holiday commemorates the Mexican 
army’s 1862 victory over France at the Battle of Puebla during the Franco-Mexican War, and Belmont is home to a large number of Mexicans 
by way of Puebla. The fi esta featured music, food, dancing, and visits from elected offi cials including Senator Jeff Klein and Senator Gustavo 
Rivera. El Grupo Unidos also distributed scholarships to local students.

The Marin family, Karen, Lessica, Armando, Baby Aali-
yah, Gabriel and Chris, attended the celebration. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Dancers Christian, Jennifer, Denise, Jessica, and Kath-
eria. Photo by Laura Stone

Tania Torres, Berenisse Torres and Ismary Pantaleon 
had fun at the fi esta. 
 Photo by Laura Stone
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Queen #1 - Manicure and Pedicure $20
Queen #2 - Hair and Make-Up $75
Queen #3 - Hair, Make-Up, Nails $100
Queen #4 - Hair, Make-Up, Nails and
                   Teethwhitening $150

For All Your Marketing Needs

Design & Printing, Promotional Items, Websites & more
MAS

In The
Courtyard
Near the

Alley Cat Cafe
347-621-1799

THROGGS NECK’S ONLY ICE CREAM PARLOR!

FEATURING GUILT FREE SELECTIONS INCLUDING

FAT FREE, NON-DAIRY, SUGAR FREE, AND GLUTEN FREE

Now Featuring Uncle Louie G’s
Italian Ices and Ice Cream

Large Ice Cream Sheet Cakes $30
Birthday Cakes Starting at $20

In The Courtyard Near the
Alley Cat Cafe

Business Cards (500 ct.) $29.95
2’ by 4’ Banner $39.95

10% OFF Promotional Items

Prom Queen Specials:

MARKETING & ADVERTISING SOLUTIONS

FREE EYELASH APPLICATION

Starting Monday May 11
New Summer Hours 

11:30 am - 9 pm

THE THROGGSCheck out
These Stores In The
Throggs Neck Mall!

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

All moms get free ice cream cone on
Sunday to celebrate Mother’s Day.

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY
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(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings,
Video, Live Bands

Disc Jockeys Available

Call 646-261-0170
or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or

www.justnutsmusic.net

Home Of The

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

Distinguished Homes & Properties
Cell:  917-957-6800
3602 E Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

Larry “Large” Weinstein

237 Quincy Avenue
Large semi-attached Tri-Level house in the 
Throggs Neck Section of the Bronx.  Five 
bedrooms and 2.5 baths with garage and 
backyard.  Hardwood fl oors. Great for Large 
Family.

$389,900

266 Pennyfi eld Avenue
Solid Brick Semi-Detached one family home 

on the outskirts of Silver Beach in the Throggs 
Neck Section of the Bronx.  Three bedroom 
duplex with open kitchen, dining and living 

room.  Garage and fi nished basement leads to 
beautiful back yard.  Bathroom on every fl oor.

$399,900

3250 Giegerich Place
Gorgeous Single Family Home on over sized 
lot (41 x 100). Ten beautiful rooms which in-
clude 4 big bedrooms / 3 full and 1 half bath-
room, modern kitchen, massive living room 
and dining room which leads out to deck and 
pool.  Washer and dryer are located on main 
fl oor.  Nice In-Law apartment with separate 
entrance.  Grounds are beautiful and meticu-
lously kept.

$659,000

Congratulations to the 6

Math Olympiad
winners from the Villa Maria Academy

Austin Haney, GianPaul Calle, Edward Delatorre,
Michael Martire, Justin Piccininni, Alexander Salcedo

See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Café.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375
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HIGHWAY  
TO HEALTH  

FESTIVAL

Celebrate Healthy Living in NYC

Live Music • Fitness Demos • Medical Screenings 

Cooking Competition • Teen Talent Show 

Free and open to the public

Sunday, May 17th 2015  
10am-4pm
South Street Seaport  
Historic District

healthcorps.org

Sponsors:

HOUSES
FOR SALE

$459,000

SCOVOTTI REAL ESTATE

233rd Vicinity Legal 2 Family, Detached 
Brick, 50x100, Currently Being Used As A 
Daycare, With Licenses.

City Island Property, 2 Lg. Pieces With 3 Cot-
tages On Each. 37.5x300. Property Listed at 
1.325 Million. + 1.431 Million. Eack Cottage 
Is Rented Out. There Is Also 400 Feet Of 
Reparian Rights. Total Property Is 75x280. 
Call For Showing And More Information

The City Island Sail & Power 

Squadron and the Leonard Hawkins 
American Legion Post will hold the 
Blessing of the Fleet, a multi-denom-
inational blessing from the dock of 
Fenton’s Marina, oon Sunday, June 
14, at 1 p.m. Meet at the City Island 
Harbor, Hart Island Ferry Dock.

* * *

To commemorate Preservation 
Month, Bartow-Pell Mansion Mu-

seum (will offer a variety of events 
and programs throughout the month 
of May.

 All events to take place at Bartow-
Pell unless otherwise noted.

 May 1st –May 10th: Colorful tum-
bled and illuminated glass pieces re-
spond to the environment in which 
they are placed refl ecting the shapes 
and colors of clouds, sky, and tree-
tops in the 1916 formal garden foun-
tain pool. This contemporary art 
installation by MJ Levy Dickson is 
presented in partnership with the 
Historic House Trust of New York 
City’s Contemporary Art Partner-
ships. Cost: FREE.

 Accomplished Women: Schoolgirl 
Art from Female Academies in the 
Early Nineteenth Century, Through 
June 21st: Bartow-Pell Mansion Mu-
seum’s spring exhibition Accom-
plished Women: Schoolgirl Art from 
Female Academies in the Early Nine-
teenth Century features a unique se-
lection of early 19th-century Amer-
ican schoolgirl embroideries and 
watercolors from the collection of 
William and Sally Gemmill. The ex-
hibition offers a special opportunity 
for the public to see beautiful and 
rare works from a major private col-
lection. 

Twelve pieces in total are in-
cluded in the exhibition, among them 
a mourning embroidery by Abigail 
Walker—part of Bartow-Pell’s per-
manent collection—which will be 
viewed in a rich new context in the 
spring show. Accomplished Women: 
Schoolgirl Art from Female Acad-
emies in the Early Nineteenth Cen-
tury is free with museum admission. 
The museum is open to the public 
Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday 
from noon to 4:00 p.m.

National Public Gardens Day: 
Friday, May 8, 12–4 p.m.: Celebrate 
green space in the Bronx with free 
mansion and garden tours. See the 
two recently installed Gaston La-
chaise (1882–1935) bronze peacock 
sculptures overlooking the formal 
garden and the contemporary art 
installation by MJ Levy Dickson in 
the 1916 formal garden fountain pool. 
Bring a picnic and make a day of it! 

Cost: FREE
 May 9th –17th, 12–4 p.m.: Cel-

ebrate history and preservation in 
the Bronx with free guided tours on 
Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday 
afternoons at quarter past the hour. 
View the spring exhibition, Accom-
plished Women: Schoolgirl Art from 
Female Academies in the Early Nine-
teenth Century. Cost: FREE

 Saturday, May 9th, 10 a.m. –12 
p.m.: Join Bartow-Pell Mansion Mu-
seum and the Bronx Historical Soci-
ety for a free guided Bronx History 
Bike Tour. Ride from Bartow-Pell 
Mansion Museum in the northeast 
corner of Pelham Bay Park to the Mu-
seum of Bronx History in the Valen-
tine-Varian House, stopping at points 
of interest on the way there and back. 
The total ride will be approximately 
15 miles. Registration requested at 
718-885-1461 or via email at info@
bpmm.org. Cost: FREE

 Saturday, May 16th, 10 a.m.–3 
p.m., Rain date: Sunday, May 17: Back 
by popular demand, the Centennial 
Plant Sale will offer unusual annu-
als, perennials, herbs, and roses for 
sale, plus demos on edible gardening 
and potting plants. Let your garden 
be inspired by ours! 

For more information about Bar-
tow-Pell, visit www.bpmm.org.

* * *

Kingsbridge Heights Commu-

nity Center has named Justine 
Koons as the 2015 recipient of the 
Bernice Stern Award for Outstand-
ing Community Service for her com-
mitment to making the world a safer 
place for children. She and her hus-
band, Jeffrey Koons, are co-founder 
of the Koons Family Institute, which 
acts as the research arm for the In-
ternational Centre for Missing & Ex-
ploited Children. (Jeffrey is the in-
ternationally known contemporary 
artist whose large, pop-art sculp-
tures are in major museum collec-
tions worldwide.)

Founding member of KHCC, Ja-
net Athanasidy, will be recognized 
for her outstanding, 40-year commit-
ment to the agency and its work on 
KHCC’s 40th anniversary.

The Bernice Stern Award and 
40-year honor will be presented to 
Mrs. Koons and Mrs. Athanasidy on 
Thursday, May 28, 2015, at Loeb Boat-
house, Central Park, near East 72nd 
Street and Fifth Avenue, New York, 
NY. The luncheon will run from 11:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Individual seats are $250. More in-
formation about the event and RSVP 
is at -- http://khcc-nyc.org/special-
events/bernice-stern-luncheon.php

Blessing of the Fleet
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Mother's Day Specials · OPEN MOTHER’S DAY AT 12PM

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE 
www.facebook.com/DaFrancoandTonyRistorante 

Da Franco & Tony
Ristorante

2815 Middletown Road (next door to Frank’s Pizza)

TEL 718.684.2815 FAX 718.597.3331 WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Authentic Italian Cuisine
Our resturant is available for business meetings or family functions

APPETIZER

Mesculim Salad with fresh tomato, roasted peppers, avocado 

and feta cheese.

Asparagus and red peppers parmagiana.

Crab Cakes pan roasted over tricolor salad.

Combo Oreganata Shrimp and Clams.

Sea Scallops pan seared over beets salad, arugula and fennel.

ENTREE

Manicotti stuffed ricotta cheese in a ligh vodka sauce.

½ Lobster served over Linguini in a marinara sauce.

Cavatelli with shrimp, leeks, garlic and cream sauce.

Chicken Martini with artichokes and white wine.

Pan Roasted Quail served over polenta in a light brown sauce.

Veal Chop Milanese topped with salad.

Grilled Rack of Lamb served over risotto porcini mushrooms.

Steak pizzaiola, sweet peppers, onions and mushrooms, light 

tomato sauce.

Broiled Tilapia crusted with pistachio served over mix salad, 

tomato and onions.

Swordfi sh sautéed with shrimp, capers and white wine.

Monk fi sh fra diovolo, light spice red sauce, over spinach and 

mashed potatoes.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Monday–Thursday, 12–10:00PM
Friday & Saturday, 12–11:00PM

Sunday, 1:00–10:00PM
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Senator Jeff Klein stands alongside Bronx House seniors with their donated New York Bo-
tanical Garden orchids. Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce

On Friday, April 24, Senator Jeff Klein donated more than 30 orchids from the New York Bo-
tanical Garden to Bronx House seniors. The fl owers, which included a wide variety of species 
and colors, were distributed in a raffl e.

ORCHIDS FOR BRONX HOUSE SENIORS
On Saturday, April 25, P.S. 371 and P.S. 366 held its Community Schools Carnival which fea-
tured free rides, food, music, raffl es, giveaways, face painting, balloon animals and cotton 
candy for all who attended.  

THROGGS NECK KIDS CARNIVAL 

(l to r:) Charles Sands, Mary Anne Sheppard, Senator Jeffrey Klein, Jennifer Joynt, Din Tol-
bert, Jean Jeanty, Daniel Racic and Christina Andino. The ribbon cutting marked the begin-
ning of the Urban Institute of Mathematics Community School partnership between the 
I.S. 192 campus and the Throggs Neck community through the DOE’s Community Schools 
initiative. Photo by Edwin Soto

Twins sister Demi and Analia Wheeler, 4, 
Janiah and Hailey Bastista, 5 and Jozani 
Ramirez, 1, meet Sesame Street’s Elmo and 
Abby Cadabby. Photo by Edwin Soto

Neomi Gonzalez, 6, rides on a pony along-
side her aunt Cindy Vaca. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

(Above) Cassie Bartley (l) of Bling Beauties 
and Marilyn Johnson (r) of East Bronx Acad-
emy for the Future, parent coordinator, with 
the youth at the event. Photo by Edwin Soto

A One Stop Shopping Expo fl ea market was 
held in Crotona Park East on Saturday, April 
25. The event included vintage music, and 
sales of jewelry, scented candles, massages, 
clothing, sweets and coffee. It took place 
at the East Bronx Academy for the Future, 
and was hosted by the school and Blinging 
Beauties. 

ONE STOP SHOPPING EXPO HELD

Steven Meji, 11, had his face painted during 
the sale. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto presented 
a check to Tashel Speirs for the Wounded 
Warriors organization. The funds were 
raised through the efforts of Bronx and 
Queens elected offi cials.  In November 2014, 
two teams of elected offi cials, one repre-
senting Queens the other the Bronx, met 
on the gridiron to vie for the Queens-Bronx 
Bowl Championship. Their efforts help raise 
the $1,700, as well as, another $750 which 
was donated the  USO. Speirs, from Pelham 
Bay Appliance Center, has raised money in 
the past to benefi t the Wounded Warriors Af-
ter winning last years’ inaugural bowl game, 
the Bronx settled for a tie this year.

BRONX ELECTEDS
 RAISE $$ FOR VETS

Tashel Spiers accepted a check of $1,700 from Assemblyman Michael Benedetto for the 
Wounded Warriors. Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Benedetto
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OFFICE OF THE BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT 

The Bronx County Building 
851 Grand Concourse 

Bronx, New York 10451 
 

 
 

 
 
Dear Neighbor: 
 
Once again, I am thrilled to announce the arrival of our annual celebration of the best of our borough: 
Bronx Week! Now in its 44th year, Bronx Week 2015 promises to be bigger than ever.  I invite everyone 
to join me for this year’s celebration, which will take place from May 7th through May 17th, and will 
feature community events and festivities throughout The Bronx. 
 
My office, the Bronx Overall Economic Development Corporation (BOEDC) and The Bronx Tourism 
Council have put together some great events for Bronx Week this year that the whole community can 
take part in and enjoy, including historical tours of the borough’s neighborhoods.  Also in the lineup are 
some hit programs that we know well from previous years. These include our annual Centenarian 
Celebration (May 7th), the Bronx Bankers’ Breakfast (May 8th), The Bronx Food & Farm Trolley Tour 
(May 9th), Family & Senior Day (May 14th), and Health Day (May 15th). 
 
On Saturday, May 16th, we will host and the highly-anticipated Bronx Ball where we will honor our 
2015 Bronx Walk of Fame inductees: actor Malik Yoba, NBA legend Dolph Schayes, actor and author 
Stacey Dash, and businessman and philanthropist, the late Alfredo Thiebaud.  
 
We’ll wrap up the 11-day festival with a Grand Finale on May 17th, during which we will officially 
induct this year’s honorees to The Bronx Walk of Fame on the Grand Concourse. Later that day, 
Bronxites and visitors from across the region will celebrate their achievements at our annual Parade, 
Food & Arts Festival and Concert on Mosholu Parkway. 
 
Bronx Week celebrates the best of the borough—our veterans, mothers, seniors, youth, business leaders, 
volunteers, artists, civic leaders and hometown greats. It is a week devoted to the people who matter 
most to this borough—people just like you. 
 
A big thank-you goes out to all of our incredible corporate sponsors, including the Montefiore Medical 
Center, Connect Care, and United HealthCare our lead sponsors for Bronx Week 2015. I would also like 
to thank some of our other major Bronx Week sponsors: Healthfirst, HealthPlus Amerigroup, WellCare, 
CenterLight Healthcare, ConEdison, AT&T and the City University of New York. 
 
We have worked hard, alongside the BOEDC and The Bronx Tourism Council, to make this year’s 
Bronx Week a special, memorable event. I am honored to once again be part of this amazing annual 
tradition, and can’t wait to see you at this year’s events! 
 
Sincerely, 

 

TEL: 718-590-3500 
 FAX: 718-590-3537 

Ruben Diaz Jr. 
BOROUGH PRESIDENT 
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Celebrating the Best of The Bronx!
BRONX WEEK

Hosted by
BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT  

RUBEN DIAZ JR.

May 7th-May 17th

GRAND FINALE CELEBRATION
ON SUNDAY, MAY 17TH
11 AM:  �������	
�����	������������
12 NOON:  Parade and Concert

JOIN US FOR A CELEBRATION  
OF THE BEST OF THE BRONX  
MAY 7TH THRU MAY 17TH!
�����������������	������
	���	���������������

Business Conferences Festivals Concerts
Art Exhibits Trolley Tours Fitness Fairs
Health Screenings Environmental Events

PE
RFO

RMING AT THE BRONX WEEK CONCERTHip-Hop Rappers & MCs 

BRAND NUBIAN
Freestyle Dance-Pop Singers

THE COVER GIRLS 
Salsa Singer “El Canario”

JOSE ALBERTO

Parade, Bronx Food, Art & Music Festival   
    on Mosholu Parkway HEALTH PAVILION 
  Live performances throughout the day  

FOR MORE BRONX WEEK EVENTS, VISIT WWW.ILOVETHEBRONX.COM

� � � � �Come Celebrate This Year’s Bronx Walk of Fame Inductees!  � � � �

Bronx Borough 
President 

Ruben Diaz Jr.
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BRONX WEEK EVENTS 
HOSTED BY THE 

OFFICE OF BRONX
BOROUGH PRESIDENT 

RUBEN DIAZ JR.
SUNDAY,  MAY 3RD

Press Conference

1:00pm

Bronx Week Kick-off Press-Conference
GPO

558 Grand Concourse
(in the back bet. 149th & 150th

Anthony J. Griffin St.)
Bronx, NY 

THURSDAY, MAY 7TH
Centenarian Celebration

11:00am - 3:00pm

Bronx Borough President honors the 
Centenarians of The New Bronx!  These 
are the individuals that have lived 100 
or more years and live in this great bor-
ough. 

VILLA BARONE MANOR
737 Throggs Neck Expressway

Bronx, NY 

FRIDAY, MAY 8TH
The 17th Annual Bronx

Bankers’ Breakfast

“Investing in The Bronx”

8:30am - 11:00am

Keynote Speaker Mr. William C. Dudley, 
President & CEO Of the Federal Reserve 
Bank of NY: addresses the 400 leaders of 
the banking, business, real estate, and 
technical assistance industries in atten-
dance.

VILLA BARONE MANOR
737 Throggs Neck Expressway

Bronx, NY 

SATURDAY, MAY 9TH
.  “The Bronx Blooms”

Food and Farm Tour

10:00am - 2:00pm

5th Annual Bronx Food & Farm trolley 
tour Kicks off the growing season by sow-
ing seeds in a community garden.  You 
will visit Melrose New Generation Gar-
den for a demonstration on square foot 
gardening.  Lunch will be at the Gardens 
of Life and Eden, Two gardens that share 
the same block on Weeks Avenue. The day 
will end at Roberto Clemente Community 
Garden, where you will help the garden-
ers plant their fi rst veggie transplants of 
the season. Tour Guide: Dior Doward, Ac-
tivist

PICK UP @
THE OPERA HOUSE HOTEL

436 East 149th Street
(bet. Bergen and Brook Ave.)

Bronx, NY

Bronx Day
Offi cial Events 12:00pm -  6:00pm

MONDAY, MAY 11TH
Green Roofs Tour

9:00am - 2:00pm

This Tour will visit several buildings in 
various sections of The Bronx with green 
roofs.  Green roofs reduce heating costs 
in winter, cooling costs in summer and 
mitigate heat island effect, among other 
environmental benefi ts.  Join the tour 
and see several buildings that are help-
ing to green The Bronx, starting with 
The Bronx County Building.
MEETING AT  851 GRAND CONCOURSE

Ste.123, Bronx, NY
Bronx Veterans 

Appreciation Day Breakfast

10:00am - 12:00pm

Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr. and his Bronx Veterans Advisory 
Council will pay tribute to our borough’s 
veterans and salute those who continue 
to give back to our community.

MAESTRO’S
1703 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx, NY

TUESDAY, MAY 12TH
Business Breakfast

8:00am - 10:00am

Small businesses are invited to attend 
and network at the breakfast meet-
ing covering issues relevant to their 
growth and development. With Guest 
Speaker Andy Unanue, Managing Part-
ner of AUA Private Equity Partners and 
former Chief Operating Offi cer of Goya 
Foods. 

ANHEUSER-BUSCH
550 Food Center Drive, Hunts Point, 

Bronx, NY

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13TH
Sponsor’s  Luncheon

11:00am - 2:00pm

Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr. joins Bronx Week Sponsors, to thank 
them and their companies for their par-
ticipation and contribution to Bronx 
Week 2015. Each sponsoring company 
will receive a Citation of Merit.

HAVANA CAFÉ
3151 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY

THURSDAY, MAY 14TH
Arts & Culture Day Trolley Tours

Choose from:
9:30am - 12:30am tour

or
1:30pm - 4:30pm tour

Tour audiences will visit places of inter-
est throughout the Bronx: High Bridge, 
the 1848 aqueduct structure crossing the 
Harlem River will be featured as well 
as the century-old City Island Bridge, 

about to be replaced by an ultra-modern 
cable stay bridge. This year we will ob-
serve the 50th Anniversary of the New 
York City Landmarks Law. 

MEET IN FRONT OF 
851 GRAND CONCOURSE 

@ 161st Street, Bronx, NY

Bronx Week Labor Breakfast

10:00am - 12:00pm

Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr., will celebrate the contributions of 
Organized Labor, to the Bronx and rec-
ognize key labor leaders.
BRONX COUNTY BUILDING ROTUNDA

851 Grand Concourse, Bronx, NY

Family & Senior  Day

“Oldies but Goodies”

12:00pm - 3:00pm

Borough President’s “Oldies but Good-
ies” Party.  Seniors will enjoy music 
from the 1970’s and will be wearing 
their platform dancing shoes,  apple 
jack hats, bell bottom pants, afros and 
multi-color shirts to  dance the after-
noon away.

177 DREISER LOOP
COMMUNITY ROOM
Co-Op City, Bronx, NY

Parent Appreciation Night

6:00pm

The Bronx is home to countless parents 
who take on leadership roles to improve 
the educational opportunities available 
to children in this borough.  Bronx Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz Jr. will host 
an evening of celebration as we honor 
these parent leaders and the great con-
tributions they make to our borough!
BRONX COUNTY BUILDING ROTUNDA

851 Grand Concourse, Bronx, NY

FRIDAY, MAY 15TH
Health Day

8:00 am - 12:00 pm

The Bronx Bourough Presidents cam-
paign #not62 - will be the theme of the 
day- with a live news feed with WPIX 
11 and Acceso Total.  We will have vari-
ous physical activities going on for the 
community, and will have 4 other signa-
ture events throughout the day and the 
Bronx.

LOU GEHRIG PLAZA
Outside Bronx County Building

FRIDAY, MAY 15TH
Bronx Father’s 

Taking Action  Day

5:00 pm

Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr. and the Bronx Fathers Taking Action 
committee will have a day of friendly 
competition at Turtle Cove. Bronx Fa-
thers are invited to bring their children 

and join in a celebration of Bronx Fa-
thers and the institution of fatherhood!

TURTLE COVE MINIATURE GOLF
1 City Island Road, Bronx, NY

SATURDAY, MAY 16TH
Annual Bronx Ball

6:00pm - 10:00pm

Memorable gala paying tribute to no-
table Bronxites. This year’s honorees 
include, Actor Malik Yoba,  Actress 
Stacey Dash, Bussinessman Alfredo 
Thiebaud (Posthemus), and NBA Hall 
of Famer Dolph Schayes.

ORCHARD BEACH
Bronx, NY

SUNDAY,  MAY 17TH
Walk of Fame Breakfast

& Induction Ceremony

9:30am - 11:00am

Walk of Fame inductees take their 
rightful place on the Grand Concourse 
when BBP unveils street signs bearing 
their names

GRAND CONCOURSE 
@ 161st Street, Bronx, NY

Salute to Volunteers

9:30am - 11:00am

Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr. salutes the outstanding Bronx vol-
unteer members of the NYC Offi ce of 
Emergency Management’s (OEM) Com-
munity Emergency Response Team 
(CERT).

851 GRAND CONCOURSE
@ 161st Street, Bronx, NY

Bronx Week Parade

12:00pm

Bronx Pride is on display as march-
ing bands, community groups, schools, 
sports teams and civic groups march 
along the Parkway.

MOSHOLU PARKWAY NORTH
Reviewing Stand @ Hull Avenue

Food & Arts
Festival /

 Grand Finale
Concert

12:00pm - 6:00pm

After the parade residents will enjoy 
the Bronx Week Food & Arts Festival 
and Concert featuring acts from some 
of the most popular musical groups.

MOSHOLU PKWY.

& BAINBRIDGE AVE.
Bronx, NY
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary Hospital 
is collaborating with the Jewish Community 

to provide the best end-of-life care.    
Calvary Hospital’s End-of-Life Halachic Advisory Program provides families and community rabbis with rabbinic 
consultation about the intricate laws that govern terminally ill patients. Observant patients and families who 
choose care at Calvary Hospital or our Home Hospice, can look forward to things such as a Kosher Food 
Pantry, expert end-of-life care from Calvary’s three Rabbis, and Shabbos housing and prayer 
services at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine of Yeshiva University.

Calvary and Yeshiva University’s affiliated Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary (RIETS) have formed 
this collaboration to help all Jews get the best possible end-of-life care under Halakha. RIETS rabbinic 
experts are available 24/7 to provide people with Halachic advice and to interact with Calvary’s rabbis.

To learn more, visit http://yu.edu/riets/end-of-life-care and www.calvaryhospital.org, or call 718-518-2000.
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Ida Keeling (l) runs with her daughter Shelley during a photo shoot for 
Vogue magazine in August 2012. Photo courtesy of Norman Jean Roy

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A Riverdale woman ap-

proaching her 100th birthday 
is setting records for her age 
and setting examples for all 
ages, showing that she is #Cen-
turyStrong.

On Friday, May 15, River-
dale resident Ida Keeling will 
celebrate the milestone of her 
100th birthday. Take note, how-
ever - as this is not your typical 
100-year old.

Keeling was born in 1915 in 
Harlem, where she was raised 
and attended various public 
schools. 

Living in Harlem for a ma-
jority of her life, Ida worked 
mostly administrative assis-
tant jobs in Manhattan, in-
cluding tenures at the Ameri-
can Hebrew Congregation, the 
Department of Motor Vehicles 
and Harlem Hospital, the latter 
of which she worked in the re-
cords department.

After spending over eight 
decades living in Harlem, in-
cluding 38 years at St. Nicho-
las Houses, Keeling moved to 
Queens, where she spent the 

Ida Keeling - an inspiration at 100
next eight and a half years of 
her life before moving to River-
dale in 2001.

The late 1970s and early 
1980s were very diffi cult for 
Ida, however. Keeling lost two 
of her four children, Charles 
and Donald, who both were 
killed in drug-related incidents 
in 1979 and 1981. 

After both of these inci-
dents took place, Ida’s daugh-
ter Shelley took Ida, who was 67 
at the time, to a 3.1 mile (or 5K) 
mini-run in 1982 in attempts to 
get her mind off of the tragic 
losses.

“After she participated in 
the mini-run with me, it seemed 
like a big burden was lifted off 
of her shoulders,” said Shelley 
Keeling, who also participated 
in the mini-run. “The experi-
ence gave her something posi-
tive to focus on after so many 
negative events in her life took 
place.”

Following the mini-run, 
Keeling continued to stay ac-
tive by running and taking 
part in different races world-
wide. 

In 2005, at age 90, Ida won 
a medal and a lifetime award 
after participating in a race in 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

In 2008, she set a world re-
cord for her age group in Cler-
mont Ferrand, France. 

In August 2014, the 99-year 
old participated in the 100-me-
ter sprint event at the Gay 
Games in Akron, Ohio and, 
again, set another record for 
her age group. 

Although she takes part in 
track and fi eld events, Keeling 
considers herself a sprinter and 
has specialized in the 60-meter 
sprint for the last two decades.

“My mom isn’t exactly 
breaking records as much 
as she is setting them - even 
though she’s broken several 
of her own,” said Shelley. “She 
has inspired many younger in-
dividuals and even people who 
are the same age as her.”

Shelley added that she plans 
to run with her mother again 
during the upcoming summer. 

Along with running, Ida, 
who suffers with arthritis, also 
takes part in biking, jump rop-

ing and even participates in a 
yoga class twice a week. 

Despite the fact that she is 
approaching triple digits in 
age, Keeling says that, “age is 
just a number.”

“There are people who con-
sider themselves ‘old’ just sit-
ting around at home and wait-
ing to die - that’s just stupid,” 
said Ida. “If I could, I would tell 
them to stop feeling sorry for 
themselves and to get active, 
but there’s nothing wrong with 
recharging yourself when you 
need to.”

Despite taking care of her-
self thought her life, Keeling is 
still thankful and feels blessed 

to see another year of life.
“Exercise is one of the 

world’s greatest medicines,” Ida 
said, who is currently working 
on her new book, ‘Back in the 
Day’, which will refl ect her life 
experiences. 

“Combine exercise with a 
positive attitude, determina-
tion, focus and nutrition - and 
an individual can go a long 
way. It’s an honor that my story 
can set an example for others.”

A birthday party will be 
held for Keeling at Battery 
Gardens Restaurant, 1 Battery 
Park, from noon to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday, May 16.
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New 825 Square Foot
Renovated Rehabilitation Department

NURSING POSITIONS

RN Supervisor - Perdiem & Weekends
LPN’s - Full/Part/Perdiem

Apply: ppnhnursing@verizon.net
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VETERANS VETERANS
1-800-235-7737

CAR DRIVERS POSITIONS AVAILABLECAR DRIVERS POSITIONS AVAILABLE
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ROCK & ROLL

SHOW

     

                            Louis Vanaria            
As long as I’m Singing       

           

                    Lou Christie                 
      Lightning Strikes / Gypsy Cried    

         

  Shirley Alston Reeves   
             Soldier Boy 

                                   Linda Jansen & Angels                                                My Boyfriends Back / Till                      Tally ( Elvis ) Lauriti                   GI Blues   
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Hold tight to theMemories...
Lifelong guidance is a precious thing.

Have a special Mother’s Day.

726 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx NY

(718) 828-1800
www.LuccheseFuneralHome.com

This firm is privetly owned whose only stockholder is Joseph A. Lucchese 
(NYC Dept. of Consumer Affairs)

Joseph A. Lucchese
F U N E R A L  H O M E ,  I N C .
R i b u s t e l l o  &  S o n ,  I n c .
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SPOTO’S
FINE NEOPOLITAN & SICILIAN CUISINE

4005 East Tremont Ave.
Bronx, NY 10465

718-828-5613
www.SpotosNYC.com

Come enjoy our 
elegant wine bar!

SPOTO’S MENU IS ON ITS WAY TO YOU
or view it on our website: www.SpotosNYC.com

BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!

Too tired to cook? Let us do it for you...Free Delivery!
OUTSIDE OFF PREMISE CATERING DELIVERED DOOR TO DOOR

Dates are available…
Banquet room seats up to 100 people

All parties supervised by Peter

Daily Lunch Special

$11.95
Spoto’s Early Dining

$24.95
SPOTO’S NOW

DELIVERS
7 Days A Week!

NOW 
SERVING A 
FULL PIZZA 

MENU!

Come 
enjoy our 
elegant 
wine bar! Join us on                     for daily specials

Exquisite Catering at Affordable Prices
We specialize in family functions!

CALL NOW TO BOOK YOUR NEXT AFFAIR!
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On Thursday, April 30, Senator Jeff Klein attended P.S. 304’s annual card party at Villa Bar-
one Manor. More than 300 guests were in attendance.  During this event, Senator Klein 
announced the school would receive $18,000 in Project BOOST funding which the school has 
previously used for school trips to Broadway shows such as ‘Les Miserables’ and ‘Mama Mia’, 
music and arts enrichment programs and assembly arts performances for grades K-5. 

P.S. 304 GETS PROJECT BOOST FUNDING 

Principal Joseph Nobile (l), Senator Jeff Klein, and P.S. 304 parents and volunteers at last 
Thursday’s annual card party. Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. hobnobs with his constituents at the kick-off. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. offi cially launched Bronx Week 2015 on Sunday, May 3. 
He hosted a celebration of the ‘Best of the Bronx’ with a street festival at the Bronx Gen-
eral Post Offi ce on Grand Concourse and East 149th Street.  The festival was co-hosted by 
developer Youngwoo & Associates. Bronx Week 2015 features almost two weeks of event 
celebrating the best of the borough. 

BRONX WEEK 2015 KICKS OFF

Shelley Olson and Lloyd Ultan with their new 
book, ‘The Bronx, the Ultimate to New York 
City’s Beautiful Borough’. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Debra and Francisco Guzman, the owners of 
Greco’s in the Bronx’s Little Italy, stand with  
children (front, l-r) Jubie Guzman, Tatiana 
Canelo and Adriana Canelo. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Award winner Sr. Helen Marie Scannell (c) is fl anked by Sr. Patricia Wolf (l),  president of SCA, 
and Sr. Ann Welch (r), principal of SCA. Photo courtesy of St. Catharine Academy

St. Catharine Academy held their 125th Anniversary Gala on Thursday, April 23. Sr. Helen 
Marie Scannell was awarded the Distinguished Service Award. 

ST. CATHARINE CELEBRATES 125TH YEAR 

The Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum, located at 895 Shore Road, held its annual Kentucky 
Derby fundraiser on Saturday, May 2. Those in attendance sipped mint juleps, donned fancy 
hats and enjoyed an old-time Dixieland jazz while watching a screening of 141st Kentucky 
Derby in the Greek Revival double parlors of the mansion.

BARTOW-PELL HOSTS DERBY FUNDRAISER

Annette and Larry Candido enjoy the festivities of Bartow-Pell’s annual Kentucky Derby 
fundraiser. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Anne and Richard Anderson enjoy the festiv-
ities of Bartow-Pell’s annual Kentucky Derby 
fundraiser. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

M.S. Morris and J.S. Cline enjoy the festivi-
ties at Bartow-Pell’s annual Kentucky Derby 
fundraiser. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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Appetizers
CLAMS OREGANATA
LOBSTER RAVIOLI
SEAFOOD SALAD

BRUSCHETTA

Entrees
ALL ENTREES ARE SERVED WITH SOUP OF THE DAY OR SALAD & VEG.

RIBEYE STEAK with sautéed spinach & potato

TWIN LOBSTER TAILS served with clarifi ed butter and veg.

BROIL FILET OF SOLE over rice pilaf

CHICKEN SORRENTINO chicken breast with melted mozzarella & eggplant in a demi glaze sauce

VEAL VALDOSTANO veal stuffed with prosciutto & cheese in a delicious sauce 
SHRIMP ALA BRADY shrimp leeks, mushroom & sundried tomatoes in a light sauce 

Desserts
CHOCOLATE CAKE, CHEESE CAKE & CARROT CAKE
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(l-r) Erick Guzman, Amur Managroo, Adden Rivera,and Dylan Guzman with Lt. George Ricco 
Diaz. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

The 150th anniversary of the New York City Fire Department was celebrated throughout 
the borough on Saturday, May 3.  The FDNY held open houses at fi rehouses throughout the 
borough. 

NYC CELEBRATES FDNY’S 150 YEARS

(l-r) Adden Rivera, Amur Managroo, Dylan 
Guzman and Erick Guzman. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Visitor Amy Guzman dressed up as a fi re-
fi ghter. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

‘Run for the Bronx’ participants race for glory at last Saturday’s event. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

On Saturday, May 2, the 37th Annual ‘Run for the Bronx’ 10K and 5K run and two mile walk 
was held at Bronx Community College.The event is named in honor of Roscoe C. Brown, 
BCC’s former president.

‘RUN FOR THE BRONX’ AT BCC

Comptroller Scott Stringer (c) tours Starling Avenue with community and business leaders, 
including Maf Uddin, ASAAL founder and president (back row, left) and Assemblyman Luis 
Sepulveda (far right). Photo courtesy of Comptroller Scott Stringer’s Offi ce

On Sunday, April 26, Comptroller Scott Stringer toured Starling Avenue, the heart of the 
Bronx’s Bangladeshi community, with Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda; Maf Uddin, Alliance of 
South Asian American Labor founder and president; and a large crowd of business and com-
munity leaders.  The tour was immediately followed by a roundtable discussion at Mamum’s 
Tutorial in which the comptroller discussed an array of critical policy issues facing New York 
City from addressing the need to raise the minimum wage to $15 per hour to increasing 
minority and women-owned business enterprises participation in city contracting. 

COMPTROLLER TOURS BRONX’
LITTLE BANGLADESH

The 7th grade students of Our Lady of Mount Carmel School completed their Confi rmation 
project of renovating their school garden on Sunday, May 3. The students spent time during 
the school year preparing the space.

MT. CARMEL STUDENTS 
RENOVATE SCHOOL GARDEN

l-r: Lorena Cachon, Lizbet Lucero,  Alicia Rodriguez, Nana Quansah and Jacqueline San Juan 
spent the Sunday in their school garden. Photo by Laura Stone

Volunteer Andrew Iuso shows the students how to prep the soil. Photo by Laura Stone
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A place where strangers are not strangers ... But friends who have yet to meet!

Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

Throggs Neck Clipper

DAILY

LUNCH & DINNER 

SPECIALS FAXED 

ON REQUEST

FREE
WI-FI

NOW BOOKING HOLIDAY PARTIES - CATERING TO GROUPS 20-70

Special Packages Available - Call Eileen 718-829-0005
Open 7 Days 11 AM – 4 PM AM Til 3 PM PM

PM PM

AM Til 4 PM

Graduations

Communions

Confi rmations

Luncheons

Birthdays

Reunions

Captain’s Cabin

14oz CUT OF BLACK 
ANGUS PRIME RIB

SOUP OR SALAD, PRIME RIB POTATO, 
VEGETABLES & DESSERT

$1995

PRIME RIB TUESDAYS

EARLY BIRD DINNERSUNDAY BRUNCH FRIDAY NIGHTS 
AT 10PM

DJ SHANE$1295

HAPPY
Mother’s

DAY

JOIN US SUNDAY 

MAY 10TH
SERVING BRUNCH 

11AM TIL 3PM
MOTHERS DAY MENU 

FROM 12 TIL 10PM
(Regular Menu Available)

Bon Voyage SST Empire State! Good Luck to all the Cadets!
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Bank of America volunteers partnered with 
the Bronx River Alliance to clean up the 
Bronx River. Photo courtesy of Bank of America

Bank of America volunteers partnered with 
the Bronx River Alliance to clean up the river.
 Photo courtesy of Bank of America

Bank of America volunteers partnered with the Bronx River Alliance for Paddle & Pick-Up 
on Saturday, April 25. The event gave those in attendance a chance to canoe in the Bronx 
River, from 219th Street to the Bronx Zoo, while they picked up debris, garbage and waste 
from the river - one of Bank of America’s many collaboration events as part of the bank’s 
commitment to National Volunteer Month.

BOA, BRONX RIVER ALLIANCE CLEAN UP
The Fordham Business Improvement District hosted a ‘Spring Fling’ event in the neighbor-
hood on Friday, May 1. The merchants’ event featured local artists as weel as actvities, and 
was part of the BID’s Fever Fridays programming.

FORDHAM BID HOSTS SPRING FLING!

Annie Nieves sold plants at the fi rst Spring Fling event. Photo by Laura Stone

On Sunday, April 26, the 5th Annual Lustgarten Foundation’s New York City Pancreatic Cancer Research Walk was held at Pier 84 in Hudson River Park and due to Cablevision’s support, 
100% of every dollar raised will go directly toward researching a cure for the disease.  Bronxites joined this annual event to lend their full support in this worthy cause as well as honor 
those lost to or currently diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.

LUSTGARTEN’S NYC WALK A SUCCESS

Nick Sabino (center, back) of Woodlawn Heights participated with Team Eileen’s Crazy Animals, who walked in 
memory of his mother, Eileen and raised nearly $425,000 to be directed toward pancreatic cancer research.
 Photo by Ben Asen

Longwood resident, Jeunesse Jackson (third from left) alongside Team Jesse and Nadia Jackson joined the 
foundation’s cause in researching a cure.  Photo by Ben Asen

Christine Murphy (center, behind check) of Baldor Specialty Foods in 
Hunts Point with Team Baldor, walked in memory of their late founder 
and chief executive offi cer, Kevin Murphy who passed away from pancre-
atic cancer. Photo by Ben Asen
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Mother’s Day Dinner Menu
$35 includes appetizer, salad, entrée, dessert, tea/coffee     

APPETIZER Choose One                                                                                                         

Seasoned fried Calamari served with mainara sauce

Sliced Tomato and Mozzarella with frantoiano olives & roasted red peppers

Coconut Shrimp served with pina colada sauce

Popcorn Shrimp served with tartar sauce

Baked Clams Oreganata chopped clams mixed with seasoned breadcrumbs

Golden fried chicken fi ngers served with a honey mustard sauce

Potato skins topped with bacon & cheddar served with sour cream

SOUP OR SALAD Choose One                                                                                                         
Mixed Greens salad OR Soup Du Jour 

ENTRÉES Choose One                                                                                                         

10 oz. Filet Mignon (add $5) served with a mushroom demi glaze                                                                                                                              
Roast Prime Rib of Angus Beef (add $5) slow roasted & served with Au jus   

Grilled Baby Lamb Chops (add $5) Served with mint jelly

Chicken Francese lightly battered & sautéed fi let of chicken with a lemon butter sauce

Stuffed Filet of Sole seasoned crabmeat wrapped around tender fi lets of sole with 
a light lemon butter sauce

Pistachio Crusted Salmon served with a Dijon mustard cream sauce 
Chicken Cordon Bleu Breaded chicken breast stuffed with ham and cheese 
and served with a light cream pan gravy

All above Entrees are served with a choice of potato and creamed spinach

Seafood Penne shrimp, scallops, & sundried tomatoes in a mushroom
cream sauce

Penne ala Vodka with Grilled Chicken or Shrimp                                                                                                                                           
         

DESSERTS Choose one                                                                                                                                        
Deadly Chocolate Cake, Bread pudding 

OR New York cheesecake 

THE WICKED WOLF
4029 EAST TREMONT AVE 

718-829-4400
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(Right) The Stepinac High School Lady 
Crusaders recently honored Nancy Bi-
sogno, a member of the school’s fac-
ulty since 2001 and Chair of the English 
Department, and Paul Carty, who has 
served as Principal since 2001 as well as 
a religion teacher and campus minister. 
As manager of school textbooks, Ms. Bi-
sogno helped transition Stepinac to an 
all-digital text book library, the fi rst of its 
kind in the nation, and has supported the 
Drama Club among other extra-curricular 
activities. Mr. Carty in 2010 was the fi rst 
high school principal to receive the Sa-
pienta et Doctrina Award from Fordham 
University, honoring individuals for their 
work in religious education. He was also 
honored with the Stepinac Trustees Stu-
dent Enrichment Award.

STEPINAC HIGH SCHOOL HONORS FACULTY

Nineteen students from Cardinal 
Spellman High School have been in-
ducted into the Sequere Deum Chap-
ter of the National Honor Society. Rev. 
Francis Principe began the evening 
with a prayer, and Mr. Daniel O’Keefe, 
Principal, welcomed those in atten-
dance and congratulated students for 
their accomplishments. He told the 
nineteen that they are role models 
for the entire student body. Their suc-
cess, said Mr. O’Keefe, is a refl ection of 
the values instilled in them at Cardi-
nal Spellman High School.  Ms. Trudy 
Keane, Moderator of the National 
Honor Society at Spellman for over 25 
years, cited the dedication of the cur-
rent National Honor Society members, 
and said that the achievements of the 
nineteen new students was a result 

Spellman’s National 
Honor Society inductee

of their commitment to the four at-
tributes required of acceptance into 
the National Honor Society: scholar-
ship, character, leadership, and ser-
vice. Faith in God is also a component 
of membership, as evidenced by the 
name of the Spellman Chapter, Se-
quere Deum – Follow God. 

The current Co-Presidents of the 
National Honor Society, Kristina Fer-
nandez, Deanna Giraldi, Melanie Melo 
and Kissondial Ram assisted with the 
ceremony. Candles representing the 
four attributes were lighted, and as 
their families looked on, the students 
then received the National Honor So-
ciety medallion. The National Honor 
Society serves as a refl ection on one’s 
high academic achievement as well 
as recognition of strong character, 

(First row. l-w) Talia Nanton, Mitchel Thomas, Hector Galvan, Lenward Williams, Ryan McMon-
agle, Harrison Lofredo, Camille Palarpalar; (second row, l-r)  Maureen Gallagher (assistant 
principal), Natalie Fernandez, Romeche Clarke, Bailaou Diallo, Diana Borras, Daniel O’Keefe 
(principal); (third row, l-r): Shania Dennis, Karla Maysonet, Arianna Soriano, Laurin Donnelly, 
Junelle Addei, Dana Solitaire, Ashleigh Syblis, and Ashana Neale.

good citizenship, and service to oth-
ers. Membership in the elite and pres-
tigious organization is recognized by 
colleges around the nation. Following 

the ceremony, a reception was held in 
the school cafeteria for the new mem-
bers, their families, school adminis-
trators, and faculty.

The Academy of Mount St. Ursula, 
a high school for girls and a Bronx 
institution since 1855, sponsored 
by the Ursuline Sisters, kicked off 
its 160th anniversary year over the 
weekend of April 25-26th by holding 
a reunion of alumnae on the 25th at 
the Shenorock Shore Club in Rye. 
Over 200 alums from the graduating 
classes ending in 0 and 5 attended, 

Academy of Mt. St. Ursula’s 160th anniversary
recalling their friendships and the 
excellent education they received 
from the religious and lay faculty of 
their alma mater.  AMSU alumna, 
Kathleen Breheny ‘80 posted on Face-
book, “Thank you to all the students, 
faculty, former faculty and alumnae 
for making the 0 & 5 Reunion a won-
derful success! What a beautiful day 
to share with special people! Can’t 

wait until the next event!”
On Sunday the 26th alums and 

friends gathered at the school’s cha-
pel to officially inaugurate the 160th 
anniversary year with an opening 
mass celebrated by the school’s pres-
ident, Fr. John Vigilanti, and the 
guests were welcomed by Sr. Jean 
Marie Humphries OSU, Ph.D. ‘89, 
the school’s principal. Alums and 
students joined together to celebrate 
the remarkable achievement of edu-
cating young women from the Bronx, 
Manhattan, and lower Westchester 
in three different centuries. 

The year-long celebration will 
conclude on Friday evening, October 
16th, at The New York Botanical Gar-
den with a gala dinner graciously 
hosted by Ms. Vanessa Williams, 
Broadway and Hollywood star.

AMSU launched a Capital Cam-
paign earlier this year, a fundrais-
ing initiative aimed at raising $3 
million by the end of 2015.  The funds 
will better enable AMSU to advance 
its mission by expanding its aca-
demic programs and by offering 
scholarships and financial aid to a 
larger group of deserving students.  
Programs supported will include the 
St. Angela Merici Scholars Program 
for merit-based scholarships and the 
St. Ursula Financial Aid Program 
for students with demonstrated fi-
nancial need.  The Campaign is well 
underway and has been positively 

received by alumnae and other sup-
porters of AMSU.

The year-long anniversary cele-
bration will culminate with the160th 
Anniversary Hall of Fame Dinner 
Dance which will be held on Friday, 
October 16, 2015 at the New York Bo-
tanical Garden.  Actress and singer 
Vanessa Williams will serve as the 
evening’s Mistress of Ceremonies. 
Additional information and details 
will be announced at a later date. 

Among AMSU’s unique programs 
are two impressive affiliations.  The 
National Honor Society students 
collaborate regularly on a variety 
of service related projects with the 
United Nations such as Working 
Group on Girls. The students propa-
gate what they learn through these 
experiences by running workshops 
and presentations to help their peers 
understand how they can make an 
impact in the world.  Additionally, 
The Juilliard School has entered 
into a partnership with the  Acad-
emy of Mount St. Ursula, the only 
Catholic school in NYC with whom 
they work, to enhance the musical 
experiences of the young women in-
terested in learning to play a brass 
instrument.  

For more information on the an-
niversary celebration, contact Anna 
Parra, Executive Director of Devel-
opment at 718-733-6249.
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Salesian High School held their 
annual National Honors Society Cer-
emony on Thursday, April 28 in the 
school’s chapel.   

There were 12 students inducted 
this year:  Daniel Brandon (Bronx), 
Paul Chen (Yonkers), Charles Cola 
(Yonkers), Patrick Cremin (Yonkers), 
Raymond Dabu (Bronx), Savva Do-
bronravov (Bronx), Nicholas Gaschler 
(Yonkers), Ricardo Jimenez (Yonkers), 

Salesian holds National Honors Society ceremony
Kevin Mahon (Bronx), Matthew Man-
gan (Bronx), Daniel Trosa (Bronx), 
and Nicholas Yee (Bronx).   

The inductees were adorned with 
their NHS medals by their mothers, 
and, in turn, they presented their 
mothers with a single red rose as is 
tradition at the ceremony.  

The ceremony began with a wel-
come by Fr. John Serio, SDB (director/
president) and Sr. Barbara Wright, OP 

(L-r) Sr. Barbara Wright, Richard Sheehy and John Flaherty.

Culture Week held at Aquinas High School
One of the fundamental Belief State-

ments of Aquinas affi rms that:  “The 
diversity of our school community en-
hances the opportunity for each per-
son to value the uniqueness of her own 
culture, and to appreciate the culture 
of others - a vital need today, both lo-
cally and globally.”  

Culture Week at Aquinas brings 
this statement to life. Many students 
put aside their uniforms for a day, and 
don the beautiful garb of their fami-
lies’ country of origin.  Their lovely 
outfi ts are a visual reminder of the 
rich blend of cultures in the Aquinas 
community.  

The week ends with an interna-
tional banquet comprising treats pre-
pared in many kitchens of the Bronx 
and Manhattan. Some of the participants in Culture Week, April 20-24, 2015 are pictured above.

(assistant principal and NHS advisor).  
The inductees were read the stan-

dards of the National Honors Society 
by current members.  These standards 
are leadership, character, scholarship, 
and service.  

This year’s ceremony concluded 
with a speech by Richard Sheehy, class 
of 1979, who was a member of the Na-
tional Honors Society and tennis team 
during his time at Salesian.  

Upon graduating from Salesian, 

Sheehy attended Georgetown Univer-
sity for his bachelor’s degree, Univer-
sity of Miami Law School, and then 
Arizona State University for his PhD 
in Psychology.  

John Flaherty (principal) pre-
sented Sheehy with a 2015 tennis team 
jersey as a thank you for his words of 
wisdom.  

The Salesian High School National 
Honors Society will graduate 17 se-
niors this year.    

P.S. 89’s Drama Club and drama 
teacher and director Jennifer Susi 
will present “Aladdin the Musical” 
on Wednesday, June 3, at 6 p.m.

The play will star the cast of mid-
dle school students from grades 6, 7, 
and 8.

‘Aladdin the Musical’ at P.S. 89
 Admission is free, and friends 

and family of all ages are welcome. 
Come join us for a magical night of 
theatre.

P.S. 89 is located at: 980 Mace Av-
enue.

P.S. 89 students rehearse for their upcoming performance.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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Following a successful in-
augural event last year, the 
(Wildlife Conservation So-
ciety is bringing back the 
Bronx Zoo Birdathon on 
Saturday, May 9 during the 
peak of the spring migration 
season. This year’s Birdathon 
promises to be bigger and bet-
ter with prizes, keeper chats, 
conservation experts, family 
activities, and a free-fl ying 
bird show, all presented by 
JetBlue Airways.

 The second annual bird-
watching event is open to bird-
ers of all skill levels, including 
families and novices.

 The Bronx Zoo is a bird-
er’s paradise. The park sits 
on 265 acres of hardwood for-
est that is transected by the 
Bronx River – the only fresh-
water river in New York City. 
The diverse habitats and ac-
cess to water make the zoo the 
perfect environment for doz-

ens of migratory and resident 
bird species including war-
blers, vireos, thrushes, wood-
peckers, ducks, wading birds, 
and more.  Many of these birds 
travel from as far away as 
South America and other ar-
eas of the tropics. 

Participants will receive 
a checklist of the bird species 
found in and around the zoo. 
Zoo staff will guide birders 
to areas of the zoo where they 
will most likely observe wild 
birds.  Interactive areas will 
allow participants to try out 
new binoculars; build their 
own bird feeders and nest-
boxes; have children dress up 
as their favorite birds; and 
talk directly to the Bronx 
Zoo’s ornithology staff about 
how they care for birds at the 
zoo and work to save birds in 
the wild.

 WCS bird expert David 
Oehler, Bronx Zoo Curator of 

Ornithology, will be on-hand 
along with the zoo’s bird keep-
ers to chat with bird-watchers 
about WCS bird conservation 
programs, offer birding ad-
vice and answer questions.

Prizes will be presented to 
those that are able to observe 
the most birds on their check-
lists. For more information 
and to register for the Bronx 
Zoo Birdathon, visit Bronx-
Zoo.com. 

 Following the Birdathon 
activities, participants are en-
couraged enjoy the rest of the 
day at the Bronx Zoo and stop 
by Astor Court where Animal 
Behavior & Conservation Con-
nections (ABCC) will be fl ying 
various species of birds from 
around the world, during Jet-
Blue Presents Birds in Flight. 
The live show will run twice 
a day for three weekends – 
11:30am and 2pm on Saturday 
and Sunday, May 9/10; 16/17; 

23/24.
* * *

Lehman Center for the 

Performing Arts will pres-
ent Un Especial A Las Madres 
with “El Jibaro” Andrés Jimé-
nez and his entire band, plus 
the young voice of La Trova, 
Eduardo Villanueva and spe-
cial guest Yesenia Cruz on Sat-
urday, May 16, at 8 p.m. Pro-
duced by Lehman Center and 
José Raposo. 

Lehman Center for the Per-
forming Arts is on the campus 
of Lehman College/CUNY at 
250 Bedford Park Boulevard 
West.  Tickets are $50, $45, and 
$25. Children 12 and under: 
$10 for any seat, and can be 
purchased by calling (718) 960-
8833. Low-cost on-site parking 
available for $5.

* * *

The di.vi.sion piano trio 
will perform the music of Ga-
briel Fauré, Joaquin Turina, 

Franz Joseph Haydn, and 
American composer, Steven 
Burke at the next “di.vi.sion@
mediator” concert on Sunday, 
June 7, at 5 p.m. The composer 
Steven Burke will be in atten-
dance to speak about his work. 
Suggested donation $15; $10 for 
students and senior citizens.  
The concert will be held at the 
historic Church of the Media-
tor, 260 W. 231st Street.

For info: www.division-art-
sandeducation.org.

* * *

Albert Einsteion Sym-
phony Orchestra, will pres-
ent an All-Mozart Program on 
Sunday, May 17, at 3 p.m. 

The program, conducted 
by musical director Stephen 
Moshman and Albert Lotto on 
piano, will be held at Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine, 
1300 Morris Park Avenue, 
Robbins Auditorium, Forch-
heimer Building, 

Bronx Zoo 2nd Annual Birdathon

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
What a whirlwind the last 

few weeks have been; between 
teaching a second Pasta Class, 
promoting the CSA, volunteer-
ing for the NYC Compost Proj-
ect and participating in the 
second LPCA Wellness Event, 
I am looking forward to the 
week ahead with nothing press-
ing on the schedule.  I want to 
thank everyone that I met at 
these recent events, many who 
read my column.  I always say 
this, I am thrilled when I meet 
people who read my column 
and tell me how much they en-
joy it, especially the recipes.  
Even though it was a busy few 
weeks, I am not tired, because I 
enjoyed myself so much.

I’ve been doing a lot commu-
nity outreach since 2012, when 
we started the LPCA CSA.  
This was also the year that I 
was studying to be a Master 
Composter with the NYC Com-
post Project.  I’ve been invited 
to speak at some of the local 
community groups about this 
subject as well as my recent in-
volvement with the NY Rising 
initiative.  

It is so gratifying to see that 
in the course of the last three 
years, there has been an awak-
ening here in the Bronx, where 
I no longer have to explain to 
people what a CSA is.  I can 
talk about composting and peo-
ple are asking for advice, not 
complaining about why they 
have to do it.  When I got to the 
Westchester Square Business 
Improvement District Earth 
Day festival, I was still unpack-
ing my props and handouts 

while people were asking me 
for compost information.  With 
the help of Community Board 
10 we are becoming a ragtag 
united front to bring more sus-
tainable energy to our commu-
nity.  

It’s happening, slowly but 
surely, a sea change, as each 
one of us is realizing our im-
pact on the planet. We are be-
ginning to realize how our 
individual actions can affect 
our family, friends, the envi-
ronment and our pocketbooks.  
The last one, I believe, is the 
key.  

Food dollars and how we 
are able to feed our families is 
a key element in our happiness 
and making better decisions 
about what we eat can have tre-
mendous impact.  

Joining a CSA is a crucial 
fi rst step in accessing local, 
organic and seasonal food.  
Our CSA is not the only one 
here in the Bronx, there are 
three other Bronx CSA’s with 
Stoneledge Farm, which is the 
farm we use.  There are three 
other CSA’s, including one in 
Parkchester.  If you go to the 
JustFood.org website and en-
ter your zip code, you can see 
the locations of the CSA’s in 
your neighborhood.  Maybe 
you work in NYC, Queens or 
Brooklyn; picking up your 
share on your way home from 
work might be more conve-
nient than one that is near 
your home.  There are CSA’s 
that offer options for lower in-
come families, Just Food can 
help you connect with these op-
tions.  

A full share of vegetables is 
$540 for $24 weeks and is plenty 
for a family of four and works 
out to $22.50 per week.  If this 
is still too rich for your bud-
get, split the cost with another 
family, there are still plenty 
of vegetables in each weekly 
share.  Anything you can do 
to take cheap, processed food 
out of your diet and replace it 
with more nutrient dense food 
is great, but very diffi cult to do 
when you are on a limited bud-
get.  

This year, Ann, Lourdes 
and I have discussed the idea 
of making sure that each week, 
we make recommendations to 
our members on how they can 
utilize their shares to elimi-
nate waste and maximize their 
investment.  After being in 
CSA’s for a combined 25 years, 
I think we have a lot of expe-
rience to share.  Go to www.
stoneledgefarmny.org to set 
up an account and place an or-
der for the 2015 season.  If you 
want a half share and need a 
partner, contact me at cnapoli-
tano@netzero.net.

For our Wellness Event on 
May 3, I spoke about CSA and 
also provided breakfast and 
lunch for the event.  Breakfast 
was oatmeal cookies, a recipe 
developed by my friend Val-
erie and tweaked by my many 

batches made over the last few 
years.  They sold out!  

For lunch, I served four dif-
ferent sandwiches, made with 
fresh foccacia from Monica 
Meola at Cake it Easy.  Mon-
ica used organic fl our and the 
bread was so delicious, we 
started eating some as soon 
as I got home from picking it 
up.  Everyone loved the egg 
salad I made using Glennon 
Fresh Eggs (thanks Sherrill!).  
It was just a basic egg salad 
with chopped radishes, car-
rots, lovage (a type of wild cel-
ery) and mayo.  What made the 
salad so delicious is the fact 
that the eggs were so fresh and 
from right around the corner.  

The other success was the 
cole slaw I served as a side.  I 
made a dressing with 1 cup of 
mayonnaise (I like to use the ol-
ive oil mayonnaise), a half cup 
of pear cider vinegar (from the 
batch I made this winter), two 
teaspoons of celery seed (from 
another type of wild celery 
that I harvested last fall) and a 
tablespoon of organic sugar.  

I whisked the ingredients 
together in a large bowl that 
was big enough to accommo-
date the quantity of salad I was 
making.  In my food processor, 
I chopped 2 cups of loose herbs, 
a combination of parsley, ci-
lantro and lovage leaves (you 
can substitute celery leaves).  
I scraped out the food proces-
sor and added this to the bowl 
with the dressing and whisked 
them together.  

Next, using the grater on my 
food processor, I grated 2 large 
carrots and one raw medium 

sized beet (about 3” diameter, 
peeled and yes you can eat raw 
beets).  Again, I scraped out 
the food processor and added 
this to the bowl and tossed to 
combine.  Lastly, I quartered a 
head of red cabbage, removed 
the core and using the slic-
ing disc on my food processor, 
made quick work of shredding 
the cabbage.  I added this to the 
bowl, tossed, added salt to taste 
and let it marinate overnight.  

Nobody guessed that there 
were beets in the salad!  You 
can certainly play around with 
the ingredients to suit your 
own tastes and what’s avail-
able, swap out white cabbage 
for red and use more carrots 
instead of beets and you’ll have 
a perfectly delicious coleslaw.  
Add some shredded grilled 
chicken and you could turn 
this into a meal.  

One more cooking class to 
mention:  Kid’s Pizza Night, $25 
per child over 8, must be accom-
panied by an adult.  Kids (and a 
parent) will learn how to make 
a basic pizza dough, then each 
child will get to make their 
own individual pizza with as-
sorted toppings and then go 
home with their own pizza kit.  

Space is limited, you must 
call (347) 607 7705 or email 
cnapolitano@netzero.net to 
confi rm your reservation and 
make payment in advance via 
cash or check.  We already 
have four reservations, this is 
bound to sell out, so don’t miss 
out!

Until next time, be the 
change you want to see in the 
world.
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MAX
LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

800-469-6292    TTY 711 
7 days a week, 8:00 am to 8:00 pm

www.villagecaremax.org

Our Members Are 
Our #1 Priority

We are a 5-star rated 
Managed Long-Term Care Plan 

5-star overall rating based 
on the 2014 NYC Region 
MLTC Consumer Guide, 

published by the
 New York  State 

Department of Health

New Canaanites and friends from surround-
ing communities turned out in big numbers to 
support the Second Annual Fundraiser and Auc-
tion for Thorpe Family Residence.  According 
to Michael Callaghan, c.o., Executive Director 
of Thorpe, the event raised over $75,000 for the 
Bronx-based agency that serves homeless fami-
lies.

“We are grateful to everyone who attended 
our event and contributed in so many ways—
with auction items, donations, time and talent,” 
said Father Callaghan.  “We are especially in-
debted to the New Canaan Committee of volun-
teers who laid the groundwork for a very special 
evening.”

In his remarks before over 200 guests at 
Waveny House, Father Callaghan said the funds 
would be used to help with capital improvements 
at the two buildings that Thorpe manages, and 
to expand much-needed social service programs, 
especially for children and working mothers.   

Among the honorees were the New Canaan 
Kiwanis Club which received Thorpe’s Commu-
nity Leadership Award for its many generous do-
nations over the years. 

Thorpe’s Community Service Award was pre-
sented to Chris Otis and the St. Aloysius Youth 
Ministry.  

Under Mrs. Otis’ leaadership, teenagers from 
St. Aloysius Church have hosted Thorpe fami-
lies in New Canaan and performed volunteer 
work for Thorpe.  

Ann Wronski, New Canaan resident and 
Chair of this year’s Thorpe Fundraising Com-
mittee had special praise for local and area busi-
nesses that continue to be generous in donating 
items and helping with this year’s fundraiser.  
“We couldn’t do this without our supporters so 
we thank them all on behalf of the families of 
Thorpe,” says Mrs. Wronski.

Thorpe Family Residence was founded over 25 
years ago by the Dominican Sisters of Sparkill, 
NY.  Today, Thorpe is managed by Nazareth 
Housing, Inc., New York City, a recognized pro-
vider of supportive and permanent housing for 
families in need.   

Thorpe Family 
Residence fundraiser

The Thorpe Benefi t Committee welcomed over 200 guests 
to Waveny House on April 24.  Funds will benefi t Thorpe 
Family Residence in the Bronx, which provides supportive 
and transitional housing for homeless families. The 2015 
Thorpe Benefi t Committee includes Nicole Ahrens, Stefa-
nia Bopp, Lisa Coffey, Kristin Desautelle, Maggie Kelley, 
Neely Leslie, Meghan McDonough, Leigh Murray, Kerry 
O’Dea, MB Pickering, Judi Panzano, Jeanne Sarda, Janeen 
Savini, Mariella Scofi eld, and Vicky Sullivan.
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On the 1st Saturday and 3rd Thursday of each month join MillionTrees, 
B-PECA, and Teen Queen for the Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade Grace 
Coleman for Allerton Tree Care! Call 347-654-7044 for location info.

BY RAPHAEL SCHWEIZER
All Tenants to Albany -
After Thursday, May 14’s gi-

ant ‘Rally to Save One Million 
Homes’ in Manhattan’s Foley 
Square at 5 p.m., take the bus 
to the State Capital to tell your 
senators and assembly mem-
bers that the state rent laws 
must be strengthened!

On Tuesday, May 19 and 
Tuesday, June 9, the Metropol-
itan Council on Housing and 
other tenant advocacy groups 
are sponsoring free buses to 
Albany. The bus seat is free 
and breakfast and lunch will 
be provided. Buses leave from 
designated locations in the 
early morning.  For more in-
formation on reserving a seat, 
text or call B-PECA at (347) 
654-7044 or email us at bxpark-
east@gmail.com. 

Ever wonder why rents 
jump 20% when an apartment 
becomes vacant? Ever wonder 
why your rent can be raised 
dramatically without notice 
when your monthly rent bill 
says ‘preferential rent’? Ever 
wonder why landlords can 
charge whatever rent they 
please once an apartment hits 
$2,500/month?

It’s because we have weak 
New York State rent laws 
that have been gradually and 
consistently become watered 
down shells of what they once 
were. It’s because landlords 
create hundreds of different 
‘LLC’s’ through which they 
are able to funnel thousands 

of dollars in campaign contri-
butions to Albany legislators 
who then do their bidding.

2015 is the year that all 
changes.  2015 is the year of 
the tenant: Help us make it 
happen: May 14, May 19, June 
9. 

Allerton Library Events 
The Allerton Library is lo-

cated at 2740 Barnes Avenue, 
which is between Allerton and 
Arnow avenues.

Please join branch man-
ager Manuel Martinez for the 
following fi lm screenings in 
celebration of Bronx Week:

1. On Friday, May 8 at 2 
p.m., come to the Allerton Li-
brary to watch ‘At Home In 
Utopia’. With raving reviews 
by residents who watched the 
fi lm a few months back, this 
movie is a fi lm that celebrates 
the history of the Allerton 
Coops, located on Allerton 
Avenue between Bronx Park 
East and Barker Avenue.  The 
fi lm bears witness to “lives 
lived with courage across the 
barriers of race, nation, lan-
guage, conventions, and some-
times common sense.” Light 
refreshments will be served. 

2. Then on Monday, May 11, 
come watch ‘The Holland Av-
enue Boys’ at 2 p.m.. There you 
can also come see the library’s 
exhibit on famous people from 
the Bronx, which starts Fri-
day, May 8, running until Sat-
urday, May 16.  You can con-
tact the library by calling (718) 
881-4240.

In Memoriam 
This week in memoriam, 

we remember Reverend Dr. 
Richard Dixon, longtime pas-
tor of Macedonia Baptist 
Church; community senior, 
Rita Amalfi tano, 80, mother of 
four, grandmother of 3three, 
and devoted sister of Morris 
Park pillar of the community, 
Silvio Mazzela; Maria Caridad 
Bracero, mother of longtime 
community activist and Ein-
stein Community Advisory 
board member Emily Sanchez; 
legendary early leader in com-
munity organizing, Edward 
Chambers, 85, a student of Saul 
Alinsky who was the author of 
‘Roots for Radicals: Organiz-
ing for Power, Action, and Jus-
tice’ used to say: “Community 
organizing requires patience, 
persistence and resolve;” Wla-
dyslaw Bartoszewski, 93, Pol-
ish survivor of Aushwitz who 
aided Jews 70 years ago; Mary 
O’Keefe, 92, iconic model for 
Norman Rockwell’s ‘Rosie the 
Riveter;’ The Honorable Rob-
ert Patterson, Jr., 91, attor-
ney and Federal district judge 
who fought for justice for the 
accused after the Attica riots; 
legendary singing sensation, 
Ben E. King, 76, best known 

for singing top of the chart 
hits ‘Stand By Me’, and as lead 
for the Drifters, ‘There Goes 
My Baby’,’ Rose In Spanish 
Harlem’, and ‘Save The Last 
Dance For Me’; Rock & Roll 
singer, Jack Ely, 71, who sang 
the classic ‘Louie Louie;’ R&B 
Singer, Percy Sledge, 74, who 
sang the soulful ballad hit, 
‘When A Man Loves A Woman; 
child actor Sawyer Sweeten, 
19, who played twin son, Geof-
frey Barrone on ‘Everybody 
Loves Raymond, from self-in-
fl icted gun wound; and, child 
actress, Suzanne Crough, 52, 
who played tambourine as the 

youngest sibling on ‘The Par-
tridge Family.’ May these an-
gels all rest in peace

Contact Us

Bronx Park East Com-
munity Association B-PECA 
hopes to see you on Thurs-
day, May 14 downtown at Fo-
ley Square as we demand that 
New York State’s rent laws be 
strengthened.

Contact B-PECA anytime 
by texting or calling (347) 654-
7044, emailing bxparkeast@
gmail.com or being a part of 
our facebook group: https://
www.facebook.com/groups/
bxparkeast

BY MICHAEL MCNERNEY
The next meeting of the 

Country Club Civic Associa-
tion will be held on Wednes-
day, May 27, at 7:30 p.m.. The 
location of the meeting is the 
cafeteria building of the Villa 
Maria Academy, located at 
3833 Country Club Road. This 
is the building immediately 
to your left upon entering the 
campus.

At our April 22 meeting we 
were proud and honored to 
welcome two lieutenants from 
FDNY as our guest speakers. 
They not only provided us with 
excellent fi re prevention and 
safety tips, but also educated 

us on programs available to 
senior citizens in our area. An 
example of such, would be the 
FDNY Senior Citizens Alarm 
Installation Program. Seniors 
in our community, communi-
ties within Bronx Community 
Board 10, and other various 
community boards through-
out the city, are currently tak-
ing advantage of this free pro-
gram. 

Firefi ghters will conduct 
an in-home fi re safety review 
that includes smoke and car-
bon dioxide alarm installa-
tions for senior citizens, the 
disabled, and hard of hearing 
(HOH) residents. Once again 

there is no charge for this ser-
vice. To schedule an appoint-
ment please call (718) 281-3872 
or e-mail at smoke.coalarms@
fdny.nyc.gov.

Our organization is also 
currently coordinating a com-
munity clean up day. We, the 
members of the Country Club 
Civic Association, plan on 
combing through our neigh-
borhood to address any issues 

that are in need of immediate 
rectifi cation. An example of 
this would be graffi ti on util-
ity poles, mail boxes, and call 
boxes. 

We have begun assembling 
a list of volunteers, and have 
started collecting supplies 
that would be necessary for us 
to complete our mission. We 
intend on spending several 
hours together on a Sunday in 
late spring/early summer to 
perform this task. Volunteers 
will be provided a free t-shirt 
and will be treated to a BBQ 
lunch afterward. 

If you are interested in vol-
unteering or donating materi-

als, please contact our event 
coordinator Angela Ryan at 
the number listed below. More 
specifi c details will be pro-
vided in our upcoming arti-
cles, so please continue to stay 
informed. 

The association can be 
reached via mail at P.O. Box 
211, Bronx , N.Y. 10465, and via 
telephone at (718) 823-1814. Be 
sure to check our answering 
machine message for updated 
notifi cations regarding any 
changes to our meetings.

Please remember, “Take 
pride in your community; 
your home extends beyond 
your property line!”

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
Well, It’s carved in stone. 

The VA BBQ will be on Sun-
day, June 14 at noon. You vol-
unteers stand by, don’t let me 
come looking for you.

May is Veterans Apprecia-
tion Month. Take a vet to lunch 
and tell him or her “thanks”!

There is a seminar ‘Com-
bating Veterans Issues’ being 

held on Friday, May 15 from 
8:30 a.m. to noon at Jacobi 
Medical Center, Building 4, 
2nd fl oor. To register on line 
http://combating-veterans-
issuesevenbrite.com  or call: 
718 918-6038. It covers: mental 
illness, homelessness, suicide 
prevention, legislative affairs, 
service dogs and more.

Remember, for a replace-
ment DD-214 call (866) 272-

6272.
Comedy Night here at the 

post Saturday, August 15 at 
6:30 p.m. Five comics, buf-

fet dinner, coffee, desert and 
a 50/50 and raffl es. No ticket 
sales at the door. Call Victor at 
(718) 822-8873. Cost is $40 per 
person

Trivia Time!!
The Empire State Building 

opened on May 1, 1931.
On the same date in 1960, 

the Russians shot down Fran-
cis Gary Powers and his U-2 
plane.

J. Edgar Hoover died at age 
77 on May 2, 1972.

The Kent State Debacle 
happened on May 4, 1970 at 
12:22 p.m.

On May 5, 1945, the Japa-
nese bombed Bly, Oregon re-
sulting in six deaths.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, appreciate a vet this 
month and God bless.
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HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY TO ALL OUR BRONX MOM’S

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Injections

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST LASER TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

Great Gift Idea 
For Mom!

GIFT
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal    

Botox  

Fillers 

 Skin Tightening 

Sclerotherapy

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

BEFORE

AFTER

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert Graziosa 
has been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led many 
patients to live 
more happy and 
healthy lives.

B
E

FO
R

E
A

F
TE

R

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

3611A East Tremont Ave. 
Bronx, NY

347-281-5576

BECAUSE OF OUR 

TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start hCG  
Weight Loss Program

LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 
20–40 lb. LIGHTER

LOSE  
½–2 lb. PER DAY
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BY MAURICE HALL, RN 
Registered Nurse, with the 

not-for-profi t Visiting Nurse 
Service of New York

May 6 through May 
12tmarks National Nurses 
Week, a time set aside to cel-
ebrate and recognize the men 
and women who have dedi-
cated their lives to the fi eld 
of nursing. With so many 
changes in our healthcare 
landscape stemming from the 
Affordable Care Act, nurses 
today are truly essential mem-
bers of medical system. Home 
care nurses are often the un-
sung heroes who keep our ag-
ing population living safely 
and independently at home—
avoiding unnecessary trips to 
the hospital.  National Nurses 
Week is an opportunity to 
shine a light on these skilled 
and dedicated professionals 
who work tirelessly on the 

National Nurses Week: 5 Things You Didn’t 
Know About the Nurses in Your Community

frontlines our communities, 
helping our most vulnerable 
New Yorkers stay safe and 
healthy as they age.

As a registered nurse 
with the not-for-profi t Vis-
iting Nurse Service of New 
York, I’ve discovered that 
many people are super sur-
prised when their experience 
gives them insight into the 
care that a skilled home or 
community-based care nurse 
provides. Here are fi ve things 
that you might not know about 
nurses—National Nurses 
Week is a great time to give 
a shout out to one of the dedi-
cated nurses who has made a 
difference in your life!

• Nurses are educated, but 
they also educate. Nurses go 
above and beyond their stan-
dard “job description” to help 
their patients and caregivers 
navigate all sorts of healthcare 

needs. Many are as skilled 
with technology as they are 
with a stethoscope—using 
mobile cameras, lightweight 
tablet computers to keep their 
patients ‘in the know’ about 
their own health and in turn, 
help them maintain a healthy 
lifestyle.

• Nurses are tough as nails 
and immune to bad smells. 
Nurses are often in and out of 
homes and hospitals and have 
gotten used to virtually every 
smell you can think of – good 
or bad! Nurses are also of-
ten required to adapt to a va-
riety of stressful situations. 
Whether it’s dealing with an 
emergency surgery in the op-
erating room or quickly treat-
ing a grisly wound, nurses can 
be some of the toughest people 
you know.

• Nurses are the “eyes” and 
“ears” of physicians. While 

patients may only see their 
doctors for a quick visit in the 
offi ce or at the hospital, home 
care nurses coordinate care 
with their patients on an on-
going basis to form trusting 
(and often lasting) relation-
ships that support their care. 
They are a helpful resource 
for physicians because they 
monitor patients outside the 
offi ce and can inform doctors 
about health changes in real 
time to help them stay healthy 
and avoid unnecessary hospi-
tal readmissions.

• Nurses aren’t just people 
you see in hospitals.  Many 
nurses, like myself, often visit 
patients at home or in com-
munity settings. By assist-
ing with care at home, home 
care nurses can help aging or 
homebound individuals stay 
engaged in their communi-
ties and live a safe and inde-

pendent life for many years—
without having to admit into a 
hospital or a nursing home.  

• Nurses are there with 
calm and care. At some point 
in our lives, we all connect 
with a nurse. Maybe it’s some-
one who was there when we 
were born, or gave birth to our 
own children. Maybe it’s the 
hospice nurse who brought 
peace and calm in a loved one’s 
fi nal months, weeks or days. 
Maybe it’s the steady skill of 
an RN who supervised care 
and helped coach new lifestyle 
changes after surgery. Na-
tional Nurses Week is a time 
to say thank you to nurses 
who are there when we need 
them—there for the care.

 To learn more about how a 
visiting nurse can help you or 
someone you love, visit www.
VNSNY.org and call 1-800-675-
0391.

BY MICHELE TORRIONI
Hello Everyone!!!
This is my fi rst attempt at 

an article, so please go easy on 
me and have patience with me. 
I will try to keep it simple and 
as informative as possible.  

Let’s start with the news 
of the Study for traffi c conges-
tion relief at the Hutchison 
Metro Center.  

On Friday, May 1, Sena-
tor Jeff Klein together with 
NYC Department of Trans-
portation Commissioner Polly 
Trottenberg, Assemblyman 
Michael Benedetto, Council-
man James Vacca, president 
of Simone Metro Properties 
Joe Kelleher, the Department 
of City Planning, community 
boards 10 and 11, local activ-
ists and community groups 
announced $1 million in state 
funding for the new NYC DOT 
preliminary design study 
to reduce congestion at the 
Hutchinson Metro Center via 
the Hutchinson River Park-
way, in addition to the cre-
ation of a service road and two 
way-public street connecting 
to the complex.  

A preliminary design study 
was conducted by the Depart-
ment of City Planning in 2013 
of the Hutch corridor to ad-
dress community concerns 
regarding traffi c mitigation. 
The NYC DOT study will build 
on the initial work of the DCP 
further investing traffi c fl ow, 
focusing specifi cally on the 
design and construction of a 

new southbound on-ramp, off-
ramp on the Hutchinson River 
Parkway.

With new developments on 
the horizon, the access ramp 
would signifi cantly reduce 
congestion, improve exist-
ing traffi c patterns and pro-
vide an emergency exit for the 
more than 10,000 employees, 
patients and guests visiting 
the Hutch Metro Center each 
day. 

The preliminary design in-
vestigation is slated to begin 
this summer. The project in-
cludes a topographic survey, 
traffi c analysis, schematic 
design, cost assessment and 
environmental impact state-
ment. In the coming year, the 
42-acre Hutch Metro Center 
will see construction com-
pleted on the new Marriott 
Residence Inn and the addi-
tion of an expansive 550,000 
square foot 911 call center ad-
jacent to the offi ce complex.  

I will have copies of the full 
press release at our next meet-
ing if anyone wishes to read 
them and a copy of the concep-
tual plan and study areas. 

On a lighter note “spring 
has sprung”. 

Spring has fi nally ar-
rived, the warm weather is 
here and days are longer. No 
more talk of snowfall totals, 
I know I’m happy about that 
as I sure we all are. This time 
of year many of us fi nd our-
selves thinking about spring 
cleaning whether that means 

just giving our homes, apart-
ments or whatever you call 
home a good general clean-
ing, considering refreshing 
our homes with a new paint 
job or if that just means clean-
ing our lives of the clutter 
we’ve accumulated over the 
past year or years. 

Spring time reminds us of 
the new things that are com-

ing, the trees are starting to 
have leaves, the fl owers are 
starting to bloom and spring 
time gives us a good opportu-
nity to purge what we no lon-
ger use or need. I like to refer 
to this time as a purge to re-
emerge anew. The sun is shin-
ing, the days are longer and it 
feels good to clean up the clut-
ter in my life. It also affords me 
the opportunity to give away 
some of the items to those who 
may not be as fortunate as my-
self and leaves room in my life 
for any new things that may 
come along, leaving me with a 
good feeling.  

We all know those ‘things’ 

we hold on to hoping we will 
fi t into it one day again or we 
will get around to using one 
day or reading again. Those 
items may have fi t into our 
lives at one time or another 
but no longer reside comfort-
ably where we are now in our 
lives, so why not share with 
those in need in lieu of letting 
those items collect dust, clut-
ter up your drawers, closet, 
bookshelves and storage bins?  
So if you do some spring clean-
ing of your own remember to 
donate any articles that can be 
re-used to your local churches 
or donation areas. I know I 
will. 

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Our 3rd Sunday meeting 

will be on Sunday, May 17 
at American Turners NY at 
11 a.m. sharp.  We will have 
nominations and election 
of post offi cers.  Gathering 
at the club follows at noon.  
Please try to make it!   

Our next regular post 
meeting, for June, will be 
the Sunday, June 28 for 
swearing in of offi cers, 
awards and end of the sea-
son, beginning of summer 
BBQ.  The meeting/BBQ 

will be at Throggs Neck Me-
morial Post 1456 along Shore 
Drive.  We hope by the June 
meeting to have identifi ed 
and invited neighbors who 
have gone out of their way to 
respectfully fl y our US Flag 
throughout the year from 

their home or business.   
Friday, June 5 is the 

Bronx County American 
Legion County Convention 
featuring election of offi -
cers as we prepare for the 
upcoming Department of 
NY Convention.  Please try 
to make it to this one too. 

Until next time:  Re-
member safety as summer 
approaches and be care-
ful while mowing, fi shing, 
swimming, etc.  We need 
you in tip-top shape so you 
can get out and fl y your fl ag 
every day!   

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION 
CALL (718) 260-4593
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Can kids and adults play nice together?

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

If you have passed a public 
playground anywhere in 
New York City, you have 

seen this sign: “Playground 
rules prohibit adults except in 
the company of children.”

That is right — no adults al-
lowed, unless they are demon-
strably there in their capac-
ity as a caregiver. Apparently, 
any adult who simply wants to 
sit on a bench and watch kids 
at play could be a creep. Best 
to just ban them all. The idea 
that children and adults go 
naturally together has been re-
placed by distrust and disgust.

Maybe you recall that case 
in a Washington Heights play-
ground a few years back when 
seven chess players were fi ned 
for — wait for it — playing 
chess. 

The chess tables — concrete 
ones, placed there by the city — 
were deemed too close to the 
kids. So the men were booted.

It didn’t matter that they 
hadn’t caused any trouble. 
In fact, the grizzled guys had 
taken it upon themselves to 
teach some of the local kids how 
to play the Game of Kings.

The reality of the situation 
— the men’s kindness — didn’t 
matter. All that mattered was 

the fantasies conjured up by 
“What if?” thinking: What 
if they turned out to be mon-
sters?

By separating the genera-
tions this way, we are creating 
a new society, one that actively 
distrusts anyone who wants to 
help a kid other than his own. 
Compare this anxiety with 
what goes on in Japan. There, 
the youngest kids wear bright 
yellow hats when they go to 
school.

“Doesn’t that put them in 
danger?” asked a friend I was 
telling about this. To her, a kid 
who calls attention to himself 
is a kid who could be attracting 
a predator. It is like she really 
thinks kids should play outside 
in camoufl age.

But attracting adult atten-
tion is exactly what the yellow 
hats are supposed to do. In Ja-
pan, the assumption is that the 
easier it is to see children, the 
easier it is for grown-ups to 
look out for them.

Japan is coming from the 
idea that children are our col-
lective responsibility. America 
sees children as private trea-
sures under constant threat, so 
why trust anyone else around 
them?

Which brings me to the 
fl ip side of our obsession with 
stranger danger: The idea that 
any time a parent lets her kids 
do anything on their own, she 
is actually asking the rest of us 
grown-ups to “babysit” them, 
for free.

This topic came up last 
week when a story from Can-
ada went viral: An 11 year old 
boy in an Alberta mall was de-

tained by the staff of the Lego 
store because he was shopping 
there without a parent. It didn’t 
matter that he had come there 
with his own money, intend-
ing to buy the Legos he loves so 
much. It didn’t matter that he 
had shopped there many times 
before without incident. And it 
didn’t matter that he was per-
fectly well behaved.

All that mattered was that 
this time, a store employee 
asked his age and when it was 
under 12 (the magical age when 
Lego allows consumers to fork 
over cash on their own) he was 
deemed an unbearable burden 
to the store. The manager had 
him detained him until his fa-
ther picked him up.

This detention outraged 
many people, but a signifi -
cant contingent sided with the 
store, saying that the employ-
ees there shouldn’t have to 
“babysit” the boy.

But that’s the point! No one 
did have to babysit him. He was 
just a person in public, albeit a 
young one. He was fi ne.

If some problem had come 
up — say he poked himself in 
the eye with a Lego block — 
well, then, yes, some adult may 
have had to come to his aid.

That is not babysitting! 
That is one human being help-
ing another who happens to be 
under 12.

Most kids making their way 
to school, running an errand, 
or playing in the park are not 
going to need major league as-
sistance from anyone, adult or 
otherwise. But if they do, I’d 
like to think most of us would 
give it ungrudgingly. Their 
parents have not foisted a huge 
burden on society by letting 
their kids be part of it.

Old and young have always 
interacted. Adults who enjoy 
being around kids are, for the 
most part, adults who enjoy be-
ing around kids. They aren’t 
predators.

And kids who are out and 
about in the world are, for the 
most part, kids out and about. 
Not a big, unpaid, drag of a job 
for the rest of us.

I’m not sure about the yel-
low hats, but Japan has the 
right idea. Looking out for ev-
eryone beats trusting no one.

Lenore Skenazy is a pub-
lic speaker and founder of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids.

BY JOANNE TIMMINS
Every year for the past 17 

years, TNCAP has hosted an 
annual poster campaign for 
students in the Throggs Neck 
area. The response has al-
ways been terrifi c, and this 
year was no different, with ten 
schools, afterschool programs 
and youth organizations join-
ing in.  Gratifyingly, we got 
back 700 posters ! 

The tough part was choos-
ing the semifi nalists, whose 
posters were then put on our 
Facebook page (Facebook.
com/TNCAP) for voting  by 
the school community,  family 
and friends.  For this, much 
thanks must go to our poster 
selection committee who did 
their work in a spirit of love 

of children and apprecia-
tion of the creativity of their 
work. TNCAP wishes to rec-
ognize Peter and Helen Urban, 
Kathy McQuade, police offi cer 
Rhonda Morris-Davoren, Sr. 
Anne Kelly and Eileen Mur-
ray.

As he did last year, Sena-
tor Jeff Klein contributed 1500 
colorful posters to the cam-
paign and then beautifully 
laminated and mounted the 
20 winning posters. Our hon-
orees were:  Kayla Barreto; 
Danielle Bernfeld; Krystal 
Conde; Kaitlyn Dallaris; Kris-
tian Engeldrum; Fatima Es-
quivel; Zofi a Gomez; Maritza 
Irizarry; Lucas Jimenez; Ar-
iel Lara; Sheridyn Melendez; 
Mackenzie Merenda; Nelson 

A. Nunez; Chantel O’Brien; 
Zoe Oxley; Justin Pereira; Lia 
Saez; Moshea Smart; Leslie 
Vasquez; and Leonardo Vega. 
They represented the Kips Bay 
Boys and Girls Club; Mott Hall 
Community School; Phipps 
Beacon @ I.S. 92; P.S. 14 YMCA 
After School Program; P.S. 
304; P.S. 72; Preston Center of 
Compassion After School Pro-
gram; St. Benedict School and 
St .Frances de Chantal School. 
Kudos to all the school teach-

ers, administrators, parent co-
ordinators and program lead-
ers who made this happen.

Well, we had our post-
ers and our honorees but we 
needed help with throwing a 
nice party for them all ! Here’s 
where our community part-
ners unselfi shly jumped in to 
make this a great event for the 
kids and their guests. The 45th 
Precinct Community Council 
gifted us a generous amount 
so that we could purchase 
snacks and gift cards. Target 
at the Throggs Neck Shop-
ping Center donated gift cards 
in the amount of $100. Trump 
Golf Links at Ferry Point do-
nated Trump Ice Water and 
healthy snack bags for the at-
tendees. Lastly, Fort Schuyler 
House allowed us to use their 
spacious lounge for the second 
year in a row. 

Because the theme of 
this year’s poster campaign 
was ‘Eat Well, Play Well’, we 
wanted to highlight some of 
the ways the Throggs Neck 
community promotes health 
and wellness. Locust Point 
Civic Association was there 
to spread the word about its 
community supported agri-
culture project, where com-
munity members sign up to 
receive organic, locally grown 

and seasonal fresh produce. 
We had NYC Shape Up group 
fi tness instructor Leah Gam-
bolati show us how to relieve 
stress and increase strength 
and fl exibility whether at a 
school desk or an offi ce desk. 
Take one of her free classes at 
P.S. 192  on Thursdays from 
4:15 to 5:15 p.m. (See  www.ny-
cgovparks.org).

To make this event even 
more special, our elected of-
fi cials attended the ceremony 
and  acknowledged  the won-
derful efforts of all of the chil-
dren,  schools and parents 
who took part in the poster 
campaign. Much thanks goes 
to Senator Jeff Klein, Assem-
blyman Michael Benedetto 
and Thomas Messina for Con-
gressman Joe Crowley.

To cap this beautiful event, 
we just had to give special rec-
ognition to a community fi g-
ure who has been instrumen-
tal in TNCAP’s growth and 
development. Patrick Caruso, 
business and constituent liai-
son for Community Board 10, 
has worked tirelessly toward 
the benefi t of the Throggs Neck 
community and is an invalu-
able member of our commu-
nity coalition. It is our pleasure 
to join with the community-at-
large in honoring him. 

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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718-904-9581 (Bronx Physical Therapy)

CALL FOR
TICKETS

CALL FOR
TICKETS
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Brunch
11am-2pm

Breakfast and Lunch items, 
carving station, continental 

ststion, salad ststion, dessert, 
juice bar, beverages, coffee 

& tea!

$34.95 Adult
$18.95 4-12 yrs old

Dinner
4pm-7pm

Hot Dinner Buffet, Penne 
Ala Vodka, Rigatoni Fillaio, 
Eggplant Pollentiri, Chicken 
Saltimbocca, Stuffed Filet of  
Sole, Roasted Pork, Chicken 
Scarpariello, Carving Turkey, 

Vegetable Medley & Red 
Roasted Potato, Salad Station, 

Dessert, Beverages, Coffee 
& Tea

$39.95 Adult
$21.95 4-12 yrs old

• Do You Remember - Menconi War Memorial........67

• Relay For Life At Monsignor Scanlan.......................68

• Healthy Lifestyles Challenge.......................................68

Upcoming highlights and events at Wave Hill
Fri, May 8; Sun, May 10: 

Hight Lights At Wave Hill: 
Wave Hill’s 50th anniversary 
festivities reach a crescendo 
this spring with Night Lights 
at Wave Hill, a month-long cel-
ebration, when, for the fi rst 
time in Wave Hill’s history, 
visitors will be invited to at-
tend in the evening to enjoy 
the garden landscape at a time 
of day and during a season 
when it is normally closed to 
the public. 

Sat, May 9: Tai Chi Chuan: 
In this beginner-level class, Ir-
ving Yee, a member of the Wil-
liam CC Chen Tai Chi School, 
introduces students to the in-
ternal martial arts and pro-
motes an awareness of its ben-
efi ts. 

Sat, May 9; Sun, May 10: 
Family Art Project: Sachets 
And Floral Fantasies For 
Mom: Listen to stories about 

animals and their moth-
ers. Then honor Mom with 
a unique card that you deco-
rate with plant rubbings, rib-
bon borders, pop-up elements 
and special poems. Make a 
fragrant sachet gift fi lled with 
lavender, tied with ribbons 
and bows and adorned with 
handmade, paper beads.  

Sat, May 9; Sun, May 10: 
Mother’s Day In The Shop: 
Swan & Stone Millinery: 
Browse for the perfect gift for 
Mom and meet special in-store 
vendor Swan & Stone Milli-
nery. Farmer and felter Sam 
Stone and designer and milli-
ner Nora Swan create hats, fas-
cinators and other whimsical 
wearables using antique hat 
forms, vintage trims and feath-
ers from the farm and beyond. 

Sat, May 9: Gallery Tour: 
Join a curatorial fellow for an 
exhibition tour designed to 

draw visitors into a lively dis-
cussion about the relationship 
between art and nature. 

Sun, May 10: Spring Bird-
ing: Naturalist Gabriel Wil-
low contributes his extensive 

knowledge of diverse bird spe-
cies and their behavior on these 
captivating walks through the 
gardens and woodlands.  

Sun, May 10: Hatha Yoga: 
lasses are led by Yoga for Bliss 
director Neem Dewji and other 
certifi ed instructors.  

Sun, May 10: Meditation: 
Each session, led by Yoga for 
Bliss director Neem Dewji and 
other qualifi ed instructors. 

Sun, May 10: Blossom And 
Bloom Family Walk: After to-
day’s Family Art Project, con-
tinue exploring the theme on a 
family-friendly walk. 

Sun, May 10: Garden High-
lights Walk: Join i, for an hour-
long tour of seasonal garden 
highlights. Free with admis-
sion to the grounds.

Wave Hill is located at 675 
West 252nd Street. For further 
information call (718) 549-3200 
ext. 232.

Family Art Project: Sachets and Floral Fantasies For Mom.    Photo by Joshua Bright
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Summer Recreational Program
(on the campus of Preston High School)
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SEVEN WEEK RECREATIONAL PROGRAM
9:00am - 3:00pm

Extended Day 8:00am - 6:00pm
(718) 892-8977

www.prestoncenterofcompassion.org
f b k /
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Courtesy of Schuyler Hill Funeral Home

Featuring

*NEW

Menconi Bros. create war memorial
All who pass 139th Street 

and Third Avenue are familiar 
with the huge Quincy granite 
memorial honoring our veter-
ans. It was installed on May 30, 
1919 in a grand ceremony led by 
Robert L. Moran, the president 
of the Board of Alderman who 
was presented with the offi cial 
gift to the City of New York from 
George Mohr, chairman of Lo-
cal Board 2 which had raised 
the funding for its construc-
tion through public donations. 
Robert L. Moran, the main 
speaker, by the way, was simply 
fi lling in for the mayor and it’s 
interesting to note that he was 
later appointed County Clerk 
and then in 1930 he was named 
Sheriff of Bronx County. Henry 
Bruckner, who served as our 
Borough President from 1918 to 
1933, was the offi cial reviewer 
at the monument unveiling. 

There were 151 members of 
the Oliver Tilden and Vander-
bilt Posts of the Grand Army 
of the Republic (GAR) ceremo-
niously borne up the avenue 
in decorated carriages. What 
a grand sight it must have been 
as thousands of people lined 
the streets to honor the he-
roes of the Civil War, the Span-

ish American War, and World 
War I.  Rev. G. H. Carstensen 
gave the invocation and ap-
proximately two hundred Civil 
War veterans were on the dais 
while several thousand guests 
attended the reception to honor 
their war heroes. Patriotic mu-
sic was supplied by the 69th 
Regiment Band.

The monument was sculpted 
by Italian immigrants Raffa-
ele and Giuseppe Menconi and 
Harold M. Bowdin was the ar-
chitect. It was unveiled on Me-
morial Day of 1919 and the 
square was named after John 
B. Graham, a casualty of World 
War I, months later on Decem-
ber 23, 1919. His name is among 
the many carved into the mon-
ument. The Menconi’s created 
many great works and if you’re 
ever near the New York Pub-
lic Library at Fifth Avenue in 
Manhattan, look at the ornate 
base of the fl ag pole for a great 
example of their work. It was 
cast at Tiffany’s circa 1912.

It’s interesting to note that 
Raffaele Menconi’s son, Ralph 
(1915-1972), also became a fa-
mous sculptor. He is renowned 
for his creation of numerous 
medals honoring the presi-
dents of our great nation. 

He was the recipient of the 
Freedom Foundation Award, 
the Michelangelo Award, and 
the Sculptor of the Year Award 
in 1970.   It’s also interesting to 
note that he is a graduate of Yale 
University and also served in 
the Army Corps of Engineers 
where he received the bronze 
star.   He retired from the Army 
with the rank of major.  

(Right) Jim Vogt of Riverdale is ad-
miring the War Memorial sculpted 
by the Menconi Brothers in this 
2006 photograph by Tom Casey.   
The monument is located at 139th 
Street and Third Avenue.

REPRINTED FROM 5/10/2012



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MAY 8-14, 201568    BTR

The YMCA of Greater New 
York announced that Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Of-
fi cer Jack Lund will retire ef-
fective June 30, after 10 years 
leading the largest YMCA in 
the U.S. and forty years de-
voted to the organization.

“In the coming weeks 
the board will commission 
a search committee led by 
Nancy Calderon of KPMG to 
focus on the important task 
of identifying the YMCA of 
Greater New York’s next Pres-
ident and CEO”

“Jack Lund has been a tire-
less advocate for the children 
and families of New York City 
who benefi t every day from 
the YMCA, and thanks to his 
vision the organization has 
never been stronger than it 
is today,” said Sal Maglietta, 
Chair of the Board of Direc-
tors of the YMCA of Greater 
New York. “Over the past ten 
years and through the eco-
nomic downturn, Jack has led 
our YMCA through a period of 
remarkable growth and com-
munity impact, with unprec-
edented enrollment and ro-
bust and relevant programs. 
On behalf of the Board and 
the entire YMCA community, 

YMCA president and CEO retires
I want to thank Jack for all he 
has done, and will continue to 
do, for the Y.”

Under his leadership, Lund 
has grown the reach of the 
YMCA of Greater New York to 
more than 500,000 New York-
ers, half of them under the 
age of 25, for the fi rst time in 
its 161 year history. He raised 
overall YMCA assets and rev-
enue to record heights and se-
cured an A- bond rating for the 
organization from S&P.

During Lund’s tenure, new 
YMCA’s opened in Chinatown, 
Downtown Brooklyn, Park 
Slope, and most recently in 
the underserved communities 
of Coney Island and the Rock-
aways. Major projects were 
completed in all of the Y’s re-
maining branches notably to-
tal rebuilds of the Bedford-
Stuyvesant and Ridgewood, 
Queens Ys as well as a major 
aquatics center in Prospect 
Park. Currently, the YMCA is 
planning new facilities for the 
Bronx and Flushing, Queens. 
As leader of New York City’s 
YMCA, Lund recruited and 
engaged the City’s top corpo-
rate, community and civic 
leaders to serve on the Asso-
ciation and branch boards of 

directors. The Y’s fundraising 
efforts generated more than 
$150 million in private philan-
thropy.

Through four carefully 
designed strategic plans, the 
Y developed innovative pro-
grams and services to address 
critical social needs in New 
York City including children’s 
health, civic engagement, aca-
demic achievement, opportu-
nity youth and immigrant ser-
vices.

“The YMCA of Greater New 
York is a bedrock nonprofi t in-

stitution in the City of New 
York. Above and beyond the 
bricks and mortar that make 
up our buildings, it’s the staff, 
members and volunteers that 
truly are the lifeblood of our 
organization,” said Mr. Lund. 
“Over the last decade, we’ve 
made signifi cant progress in 
achieving our priorities. It is 
without hesitation that I can 
say that this has been one of 
the most rewarding and ful-
fi lling periods of my career. 
I am confi dent that the fresh 
ideas that come with new lead-
ership will continue to propel 
the YMCA here in New York 
City to new heights.”

During his tenure, Lund 
played a key role in cultivat-
ing talent, launching a com-
prehensive professional de-
velopment program for the 
Y’s 4,500 New York employees. 
His reach extended beyond 
the city as well, as he served 
as chair of the YMCA World 
Urban Network, a group of 
YMCA CEOs from the world’s 
largest cities.

Prior to the YMCA of 
Greater New York, Lund 
served as the President and 
CEO of the YMCA of Metro-
politan Milwaukee from 1995 

through 2004. Prior to that 
position, he held leadership 
roles at the Chicago Metropol-
itan YMCA, the Central Ches-
ter County YMCA, Greater 
New Haven YMCA, various 
branches of the San Francisco 
YMCA, and the Bethlehem 
YMCA. Since 2002, Lund also 
has served as an adjunct pro-
fessor at Springfi eld College in 
Springfi eld, Massachusetts.

Lund currently serves on 
the Board of Directors of New 
York’s Tanenbaum Center for 
Interreligious Understand-
ing and the National Winter 
Sports Education Foundation. 
He is also a trustee of Spring-
fi eld College.

“In the coming weeks 
the Board will commission 
a search committee led by 
Nancy Calderon of KPMG to 
focus on the important task 
of identifying the YMCA of 
Greater New York’s next Pres-
ident and CEO,” Maglietta 
continued. “Jack’s continued 
leadership during this time 
and our rigorous search will 
ensure that the organization 
never wavers from our work 
to strengthen the foundations 
of our communities here in 
New York City.”

JACK LUND

The American Cancer Soci-
ety Relay for Life of the Bronx, 
We will gather hundreds of 
cancer survivors, caregivers, 
volunteers and teams of walk-
ers to celebrate cancer sur-
vivors and memorialize lost 
loved ones at Monsignor Scan-
lan High School, located on 915 
Hutchinson River Parkway, 
on Saturday, May 30, at 3 p.m. 
Opening ceremony and a cele-
bratory lap will start at 3 p.m. 

Relay For Life at Monsignor Scanlan High School
Then, participators will join 
a touching Luminaria Cere-
mony, where candles light to 
honor locals who have battled 
cancer at 9 p.m.

The Relay for Life move-
ment unites communities 
across the globe to celebrate 
people who have battled can-
cer, remember loved ones 
lost, and take action to fi nish 
the fi ght once and for all. Re-
lay for Life events are com-

munity events where teams 
and individuals camp out at 
a school, park, or fairground 
and take turns walking or 
running around a track or 
path. Each team has at least 
one participant on the track at 
all times and raises funds for 
the American Cancer Society 
in the months leading up to 
the event.

Funds raised by Relay for 
Life support cancer patients 

access to treatments, reduce 
side effect and keep them posi-
tive.  For example, the Ameri-
can Cancer Society holds regu-
lar seminars to guide patients 
about how to live with cancer; 
provides volunteers to support 
fi rst diagnosed patients; gives 
wigs, turbans and scarves for 
free to help patients dealing 
with hair loss.

“This event will provide 
survivors a great opportunity 

to celebrate their fi ght with 
people who love them. Every-
one should join us, show their 
care and cheer for survivors. 
This will defi nitely mean 
a lot to those cancer survi-
vors,” said Marlene Medina 
an American Cancer Society’s 
employee.

For more information, con-
tact Marlene Medina at (718) 
261-1092, or email Marlene.Me-
dina@cancer.org.

Community Board 10 hosts 
Healthy Lifestyles Challenge
Community Board 10 will 

host their second Healthy 
Lifestyles Challenge on Sat-
urday, May 9, at Pelham Bay 
Park  (fi eld behind the bleach-
ers at Middletown Road park-
ing lot), at 10 a.m.

The Healthy Lifestyles 
Challenge aims at helping par-

ticipants reach their weight 
loss goals through proper nu-
trition, organized physical ac-
tivities, and Facebook group 
support, featuring healthy 
recipes.

Receive a free pedometer 
(while supplies last). The walk 
is approximately one mile. 

Bring a water bottle and wear 
sneakers, long sleeve shirts 
and pants to participate.

The Healthy Lifestyles 
Challenge is free and open to 
CB 10 residents of all ages.

 CB 10 recommends con-
sulting your healthcare pro-
vider before participating.

Our Lady of Assump-
tion Bingo seniors are go-
ing to the Taj Mahal Casino 
on Monday, May 18.  

The bus will leave in 
front of OLA Church, 

Atlantic City Trip May 18th
Roberts Avenue, at 8 a.m. 
sharp. 

The price is $30 per per-
son.  For reservations, call 
Jane at (718) 823-2835.  All 
are welcome!.

Holy Family Flea Market May 17th
Holy Family Church, 2158 

Watson Avenue, will hold an 
outdoor fl ea market on Sun-
day, May 18, from 8 a.m. to 4 

p.m. 
Vendors needed, $25 per ta-

ble. For more information call 
(718) 863-9156.
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Action

Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
Think about this alterna-

tive history idea for a few mo-
ments: following years of war, 
President Roosevelt surveys 
the dramatically high casu-
alty count of the D-Day inva-
sion on the Normandy beaches 
in France and decides to focus 
on repairing U.S. relations 
with the Germany. He apolo-
gizes for any insults America 
may have made to the German 
people. He expresses willing-
ness,  however, to work with 
allies on ongoing military ef-
forts, but declines to have the 
U.S. take a leadership role. He 
subsequently slashes the U.S. 
defense budget.

The Obama Administra-
tion’s premature withdrawal 
of American troops from Iraq, 
its announcement of a depar-
ture date from Afghanistan, 
its failure to respond to the 
Benghazi assault, its lack of ef-
fective action against ISIS, the 
release of key personnel from 
Guantanamo Bay, and its sup-
port of Muslim Brotherhood 
movements throughout the 
Middle East has reinvigorated 
and strengthened the terror-

ist movement. It has combined 
those actions with signifi -
cant tactical errors, such as 
deposing the Gaddafi  regime 
in Libya which provided al 
Qaeda with a signifi cant ad-
vantage in that nation. 

The central concept behind 
the White House strategy is 
that victory in this confl ict 
is unattainable, or too costly.  
There may also be a percep-
tion that the idea of winning is 
offensive to the larger Islamic 
population.  In a speech at 
the National Defense Univer-
sity in 2013, President Obama 
stated that “Neither I, nor any 
President, can promise the to-
tal defeat of terror.”  

Mr. Obama has subse-
quently issued delusional 
statements.  In his 2015 State 
of the Union address, while 
ISIS was rampaging through 
Iraq and Syria, Boko Haram 
was advancing in Africa, the 
Taliban was gaining strength 
in Afghanistan, and extremist 
rebels were attacking the gov-
ernment of Yemen, he alleged 
that “the shadow of the cri-
sis of terrorism has passed.”  
There were and are no facts 

whatsoever to support his 
comment. 

Clearly, the public has 
grown far less confi dent about 
America’s strategy. In a Ras-
mussen poll conducted earlier 
this month 

“The number of voters who 
believe terrorists are winning 
the fi ght against the United 
States and its allies continues 
to grow, while views of Mus-
lims in general and U.S. rela-
tions with the Islamic world 
have worsened. A new Ras-
mussen Reports national tele-
phone survey fi nds that just 
29% of Likely U.S. Voters be-
lieve the United States and its 
allies are winning the War on 
Terror. That’s down from the 
33% measured in March, but 
still above fi ndings for most of 
last year. But now 39% think 
the terrorists are winning the 
war, up from 33% in the pre-

vious survey and the highest 
level of pessimism since the 
September 11, 2001 terror at-
tacks.”

The Center for Security 
Policy recently assembled a 
team of military, diplomatic, 
and national security experts 
to analyze the challenges im-
posed by terrorism.  Accord-
ing to their report, the fi ght 
can be successful if multi-fac-
eted tactics similar to those 
employed by the Reagan Ad-
ministration against the So-
viet Union are employed.  

The strategies include:
1. Strengthening the U.S. 

military.  The diminished state 
of America’s armed forces has  
emboldened both terrorists 
and adversarial states, includ-
ing Iran, to engage in hostile 
behavior.

2. Counter-ideological war-
fare.  The concept of freedom 
was a powerful weapon in top-
pling the USSR’s leadership.  
The U.S. must again use the 
concept to convince Muslims 
that the radical leaders who 
seek to subject both fellow be-
lievers and others into submis-
sion to their extremist views 

is an unhealthy path.
3. Intelligence.  Extensive 

use of intelligence operations, 
cyber warfare, psychological 
endeavors, and clandestine 
and special operations should 
be employed against terror-
ists.

4. Economic warfi ghting. 
The use of a central/fi nancial 
component to stigmatize Sha-
riah adherents. 

5. Confronting pre-violent 
jihadist. Muslim Brotherhood 
operations that seek to legiti-
mize extremist views must be 
countered.

The concept of actually 
winning the war against ter-
rorism seems strange to a cer-
tain wing of political leaders, 
just as the idea that the Soviet 
Union could actually be top-
pled seemed odd to, generally, 
the same ideological group. 
Without a sense that victory 
is attainable, however, the 
chances of ending the threat 
may not come about. 

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our sponsored 
radio broadcasts, and visit our 
website at comactainc.com. 

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
We want to give everyone 

an early heads up that our an-
nual Allerton International 
Food Festival sponsored by 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj 
will be moved up from end of 
August to mid July.  We will 
be sure to share more infor-
mation in June.

The White Plains Road 
bump out project is near com-
pletion with little to no com-
plaints.  This is a show of 

progress and communication 
between community and city 
agencies. 

Please don’t hesitate to call 
311 if you see a quality of life 
issue that needs correcting. 
It’s not a solve all solution but 
is the fi rst step and documents 
the problem so it can be fol-
lowed up. Once you have the 
complaint number, forward 
it to us at our email address 
(listed below). This week’s 311 
calls by neighbors were an 

expired permit for unsightly 
work fence (expired January) 
and a leaking fi re hydrant 
across from P.S. 89 (called in 
May 1). If you see something ... 
say something.

Check out our local li-
brary located on Barnes Av-
enue for lots of great excit-
ing new things happening. 
Branch manager Manny has 
defi nitely sent a charge of new 
energy that we appreciate. For 
more information just step in-
side and ask them. It’s impor-
tant for us as residents to sup-
port our local library any way 
we can. And if everybody did 
one small thing to make our 
community better we will see 

big things happen.
Any and all comments, 

thoughts, concerns, request, 
and information is always ap-
preciated and can be sent to Al-
lertonMerchants@gmail.com.

And remember, we meet ev-
ery fi rst Tuesday of the month 
at 815 Allerton Avenue at he 
beautiful Sanz Banquet Hall 
at 7:30 p.m.

There is no community 
without communication. Get 
to know your neighbors.

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
Our next membership 

meeting will be on Thurs-
day, May 14 at 7:30 p.m. at P.S. 
14.  Our guest speaker will 
be Phyllis Yezzo.  She will 
be speaking about advanced 
healthcare planning, which 
is something we all need to 
know about.  With all of the re-
cent changes, we need to arm 
ourselves with information.  
It is the only way to keep our 
families healthy and have our 
wishes heard when we cannot 
speak for ourselves.

We will also have some 
giveaways that will keep you 
healthy throughout the sum-
mer.  We hope to see you at the 
meeting!

Great Events

I hope you had the chance 
to attend some of the great 
events that took place this 
past weekend.

The Locust Point Civic As-

sociation held their Spring 
Into Wellness and it was an 
overwhelming success!  There 
was information on acupunc-
ture, yoga, massage, medita-
tion, eating seasonally and lo-
cally, essential oils and aroma 
therapy, Ayurveda and physi-
cal therapy.  Food samplings 
made it festive and the chance 
to network made it fun as well 
as informative.

They did a fantastic job and 
we thank them for bringing 
this event to our community!  
They will be doing it again, so 
stay tuned.

The Department of Sanita-
tion held their recycling event 
in the parking lot at Orchard 
Beach.  They accepted all recy-
clables and there was no limit 
to how much you could bring.

You just pulled up to the 
waiting staff and they re-
moved your recyclables from 
the car.  You didn’t even have 

to get out!  They were orga-
nized, effi cient and very help-
ful.  They did a great job.  So, 
kudos to the DSNY - our city’s 
strongest.    

Traffi c

Well, you might say it’s 
business as usual.  Build it 
and then worry about the prob-
lems it causes afterwards.  It’s 
the way the city works and it’s 
called ‘as of right’ building.  In 
our opinion, it must go but for 
now we must deal with it.  And 
we want you to know that we 
are dealing with it. 

Recently, there has been 
a lot of commercial develop-
ment in our community and 

as you probably know, it has 
caused a lot of traffi c.  And 
there is much more commer-
cial development to come.  So, 
in response to that problem, 
the East Bronx Traffi c Coali-
tion was formed.  It is made up 
of residents from most of our 
small communities within 
community boards 10 and 11.  

We have been working very 
hard to get city government to 
move on the traffi c issue and 
with the help of Senator Klein, 
Assemblyman Benedetto and 
Councilman Vacca,    

I believe that we will be suc-
cessful in solving our traffi c 
problems.  This really seems 
to be an instance where every-
one is on the same page that 
something big must be done.

Our electeds have been 
very willing to hear our sug-
gestions and Pollly Trotten-
berg, DOT Commissioner, has 
been working to get things 

moving in the right direction.  
This past week, Senator 

Klein appropriated one mil-
lion dollars for a traffi c study 
for the Hutchinson Metro Cen-
ter and surrounding area.  
This is a big and much needed 
step.  They will look at our sug-
gestions, their own creative 
solutions and then the actual 
work will begin.

The East Bronx Traffi c Co-
alition wants the community 
to be involved and informed so 
we are planning a public hear-
ing for June that will provide 
information on the Hutchin-
son Metro Center, the Throggs 
Neck Shopping Center, the 
Paragon site (Whitestone Cin-
ema), Unionport Bridge and 
the surrounding areas. It will 
be your time to get informa-
tion, make suggestions and 
learn how city offi cials are 
working to solve our traffi c 
problems.
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discriminate against us and if they city 
is going to provide any kind of funding, 
the schools should not be discrimina-
tory.”

Councilmembers Johnson and 
Menchaca did not respond to repeated 
requests from Gay City News asking for 
their thinking on the bill they are co-
sponsoring.

Allen Roskoff, president of the LGBT 
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From page 14 Jim Owles Liberal Democratic Club, 
strongly opposes the tax giveaway.

“Religious institutions pushing this 
bill have a long history and present-
day reality of discriminating against 
the gay community,” he said. “Why 
should they be able to discriminate on 
our dime? Where is the concern for the 
safety of LGBT students and staff in 
these anti-gay religious schools? These 
Council members say they care about 
anti-gay bullying. How is a child being 

told by religious leaders that he or she is 
immoral for being gay not bullying?”

Gay civil libertarian Bill Dobbs said, 
“Religious freedom does not mean sock-
ing overburdened taxpayers for special 
treatment worth hundreds of millions. 
Religious freedom means don’t disturb 
religion, it doesn’t mean you throw your 
wallet their way.”

The United Federation of Teachers 
is lobbying against the tax credit mea-
sure in Albany but has not taken a posi-
tion on the Council bill.

However, Class Size Matters, a pub-
lic school advocacy group, has taken on 
the Greenfi eld bill.

“Our public schools are starved for 
resources,” said Leonie Haimson, the 
group’s executive director. “We are at 

15-year high in terms of class size. More 
and more taxpayer money is being di-
verted to parochial, private, and char-
ter schools.”

The funds at issue, she said, could 
better be used to augment “the school 
capital plan, relieve overcrowding, and 
begin to reduce class size. I see no evi-
dence that there is a threat to these stu-
dents. Surely they can afford to pay for 
their own security.”

Harvey Robins, a former director of 
operations for the city, said, “For what 
the Council wants to spend on this, they 
could open libraries seven days a week 
— and the last one to do that was Mayor 
LaGuardia during the Great Depres-
sion.”

Commitment
Dedication
Excellence

omen25Influential
Bronx

2015

These special words are reserved for those individuals who have 
devoted their own life to improve the lives of others. This year 
the Bronx Times, through a series of in-depth profi les, salutes 25 
Infl uential Bronx Women. Each woman’s unique accomplishments 
will be highlighted in a keepsake publication on May 29, 2015.

Dr. Anita Vazquez Batisti
Fordham University’s Graduate

School of Education

Denise Pagan
Alianza Puertorriquena

Debra Ann Jaffee
St. Clare’s Senior Center

Rev. Carmen Hernandez
Stratford Community Services, Inc.

NYC LGBTQS Chamber of Commerce

Michelle Centeno
National Conference of Puerto Rican Women NY Chapter

Loretta Zaino
Primavera Program

Rev. Que English
Bronx Christian FellowshipNYC Clergy Roundtable

Maribel Gonzalez
South of France Restaurant Owner

Nilka Martell
G.I.V.E./Friends of Starlight Park

Barbara Robles-Gonzalez
Offi ce of Bronx District Attorney

Nancy Biberman
WHEDco

Elizabeth Gill
47th Precinct Community Coucil

Dr. Lisa Anne Rizopoulos
Manhattan College

Cynthia Jones
Hostos Community College

Naomi Pouchie
Author

Dr. Deborah Dolan Hunt
College of New Rochelle

Wilma Tamayo
Fordham Law School

Hon. Llinet Rosado
Bronx Family Court

Rhina Valentin
BronxNet

Judy Hutson
222nd Street Block Association

Hon. Fiordaliza A. Rodriguez
Bronx Family Court

Susan O’Hanlon Mendogni
Fancy Feet Dance Studios

Dr. Yvette Calderon
North Central Bronx Hospital

Bharati S. Kemraj
Offi ce of Bronx Borough President

Dr. Eva Yan
Metro Optics

Please join us in recognizing the
25 Bronx Infl uential Women of 2015!

Call Laura Guerriero at 718-260-4593 for Rates
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SUMMER REGISTRATION FOR 2015

A Non-Profi t Organization who’s only focus is Girls Fast Pitch

Where Girls Learn To Compete And Have An Opportunity To Grow

Throggs Neck Girls Softball Little League

Registration At
Bicentennial Veterans

Memorial Field
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carcerated, as well as registered sex 
offenders,” said Councilman Andrew 
Cohen. “This work cannot be done 
without adequate resources.”

Rally to close homeless shelter
From page 1

Pictured are Kenny Agosto, representing Senator Ruth Hassell-Thompson, Councilman Andy 
King; Councilman Andrew Cohen; Assemblyman Jeff Dinowitz and Community Board 12 
chairman Fr. Richard Gorman at the press conference on Tuesday, April 30. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio

Cohen said he had spoken in Feb-
ruary with DHS Commissioner Gil-
bert Taylor to request more security 
at the Bronx Boulevard shelter, but 
that it was not until the intervention of 
Mayor de Blasio’s offi ce two days after 

the murder that more peace offi cers 
were assigned.

Councilman Andy King urged peo-
ple to remember Charle, and offered 
condolences to her family, but he also 
said that if the shelter cannot be run 
safely, it has to go.

Senator Jeff Klein called Charle’s 
death the latest in a string of heinous 
threats and serious safety concerns 
stemming from the shelter. 

Fr. Richard Gorman, CB 12 chair-
man, said that DHS operates in an “in-
credibly incompetent and disingenu-
ous manner.” 

Many of the elected offi cials took is-
sue with the number of homeless shel-
ters either open or planned to open in 
Wakefi eld, indicating that there were 
too many for one community.   

A service provider and advocacy 
group, Homeless Services United, 
staged its own vigil outside the shelter 
during the press conference.

“This is not a day for politics,” a 
statement released by the group said. 
“It is a day to give thanks for the life 
of Ana Charle and for the thousands 

of New Yorkers who work tirelessly 
every day in their commitment to end 
homelessness.”

Charle, a native of Spain, lived a 
quiet life in Whitestone, Queens and 
had two young daughters.

Neighbors of the shelter who at-
tended the rally took a dim view of the 
facility. 

“Right now my tenants want to 
move out because they have children,” 
said Orville Johnson, a property 
owner in the community.

The men from the 108-bed facil-
ity follow people around and beg for 
money, said Wakefi eld resident Suzie 
Durgaeersaud. Some of the men from  
the shelter have made her feel threat-
ened, she added.

Men from the facility loiter at a 
closed gas station near the facility 
and make obscene comments to pass-
ing women and children, said Stan-
ley Basdeo, who added that catcalls 

A group of homeless advocates stood outside the facility honoring the victim’s memory. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio

Anna Charle 
 Photo courtesy of Queens Times Ledger

and other forms of harassment have 
scared his wife, who walks past them 
on her way home.

“The ladies are the ones who are 
being subjected to what is going on 
here,” he said. “They are the ones be-
ing chased and harassed.”

Local resident Maurice Faucette 
said the men there hang out in front 
of the facility, and they do not seem to 
have anything to do. 

After the strong criticism of the 
shelter’s operations by local elected of-
fi cials, the Coalition for the Homeless 
issued a sharp rebuke. 

“Punishing the other residents of 
Project Renewal’s Bronx Boulevard 
Men’s Shelter by closing it down would 
be the worst response to this trag-
edy,” the coalition, a large homeless 
advocacy group, stated. “Rather than 
taking the easy way out, we need our 
elected offi cials to contribute to real 
solutions.” 

community leaders.
The study will examine the feasi-

bility of and develop a conceptual plan 
to construct a new southbound access 
ramp to the Hutch Metro Center via 
the Hutchinson River Parkway, in ad-
dition to the creation of a service road 
and two way-public street connecting 
to the complex.

Community activists from groups 
including the East Bronx Traffi c Co-
alition, the North-East Bronx As-
sociation, and community boards 
10 and 11 celebrated the news after 
months of calling for attention to the 
increased traffi c in the area as a re-
sult of the development, which is still 
growing. 

The Marriot Hotel will open this 
month, the 550,000-square-foot 911 call 
center adjacent to the the campus has 
yet to be completed, and in February 
Simone Development announced a 
33-acre expansion of the center which 

Hutchinson Metro traffi c study planned
From page 1

will include a second hotel, retail, and 
offi ce space, among other uses.

As it stands, the Hutch Metro Cen-
ter’s tenants have created 8,000 jobs in 
the Bronx, said Klein.

“We need to create jobs,” he said. 
“And at the same time we have to rec-
ognize the strong, vibrant communi-
ties in the Bronx and make sure we 
protect them.”

Trottenberg echoed Klein in ex-
plaining the need for the study, which 
will comprehensively examine traffi c 
in and around the development.

“We need to fi gure out what we can 
do to make sure this complex thrives 
economically while taking into con-
sideration the needs of the commu-
nity,” she said.

The residential neighborhoods sur-
rounding the Hutchinson Metro Cen-
ter has seen a signifi cant infl ux of traf-
fi c as a result of the development, said 
NEBA director and CB 11 Transpor-
tation Committee chair Vincent Pr-

ezioso, and he expects the situation to 
worsen as the complex grows.

“Developers are building, but not 
addressing transportation issues,” 
said Prezioso about the problem.

Answering the question of why the 
developers are not funding the infra-
structure improvements, the senator 
said it was the responsibility of the 
city and state, and he felt it was impor-
tant to secure the funding.

“Anything that deals with public 
roadways is public dollars,” said Klein. 
“I think a study and the ultimate struc-
tural improvements to alleviate traffi c 
is money well spent.”

The study is planned to be com-
pleted in the next 12 months, and al-
though it will likely be years before 
any improvements are made, Prezioso 
is optimistic that the project will pro-
duce results.

“We’re very hopeful this study is 
going to provide the solution to our 
problem.”

A $1 million study will expore building a di-
rect access ramp from the Hutchinson River 
Parkway into the Hutchinson Metro Center. 
 Courtesy of Senator Klein’s offi ce
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Need to put some money 
in your pocket?

Sell your unwanted 
in our classifieds sections

Today!
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Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING
Your Future Starts NOW!

Su Futuro Empieza Ahora!

L M and Q58, Q55, B52,
B26, B54

F J E
and Q24, Q56

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674
a division of

SECURITY GUARD TRAINING

a division of

L M and Q58, Q55, B52,
B26, B54

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

F J E
and Q24, Q56

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Even New York City’s best high school 

baseball prospect can have a rough go of it 
in the big games and the big moments. 

Wesley Rodriguez, the George Washing-
ton senior and Morris height resident, went 
0-for-4 with three strikes outs against Poly 
Prep ace Nick Storz last Saturday.

“Baseball is a game of failure,” he sad. “It 
happens to the best of us.”

The fi nal strikeout saw the infi elder get 
caught looking at fastball on the outside cor-
ner with the bases loaded in the top of the 
seventh inning. It was the fi nal out of the 
Trojans 5-2 loss to the Blue Devils in Bay 
Ridge. Rodriguez has the potential to be a 
high draft pick in this spring’s Major League 
Baseball First-Year Player draft. He is bat-
ting .645 with fi ve home runs and 18 RBI in 
PSAL play.

“He was making some great pitches the 
whole game to me,” Rodriguez said of Storz. 
“He’s making it diffi cult for me to hit.”

Rodriguez’s rough day wasn’t just at the 
plate. He made a diving play at fi rst base, 

while being cleated on his left forearm by his 
pitcher Porfi rio Brito. Bleeding and in pain, 
he still had the wherewithal to step on fi rst 
for the double play. 

“The pain of him stepping on my arm, it 
not a good pain,” Rodriguez said. “The pain 
came after that when I got up to step on fi rst 
base. The pain just shocked me.” 

It was all part of bad day in what has been 
a superb senior season that’s bringing him 
plenty of attention from MLB scouts. One 
from all 30 Major League teams, including 
Detroit Tigers general manager Dave Dom-
browski were watching him allow two hits 
and strikeout 16 over 7.1 innings in 1-0 win 
over James Monroe in the Bronx school’s 
tournament fi nal in April. Rodriguez, who 
is committed to Pittsburgh, hits 98 miles 
per hour on the radar gun and throw six 
pitches. 

The 5-foot-11, 190-pound Rodriguez 
pitched last Wednesday in a 10-0 win over 
Manhattan Center. He didn’t allow a hit and 
struck out 11 in 4.3 innings of work George 
Washington coach Steve Mandel didn’t 

give him the ball against Poly, arguably 
the city’s top club. Blue Devils coach Matt 
Roventini would have liked to see how his 
team matched up with him, but was happy 
not to have the potential headache of doing 
so.    

“Knowing that his is throwing 97 I’m 
wasn’t upset that he didn’t step on the 
mound Roventini said. ”Disappointed, but 
not unhappy.” 

Rodriguez credits his teammates for 
keeping him grounded with the attention 
and the expectations growing around him. 
It’s not easy being expected to dominate 
good lineup, crush baseball and get the big 
hit every time. He’s learned to block out 
everything outside the white line when a 
game is going on.

No matter what happens he enjoys the 
moments going against the best teams and 
players New York City had too offer.

“These are game I look forward too,” Ro-
driguez said. “I come to play every day, but 
these games are special.”

You can say the same about Rodriguez.

“When I got to Fordham, I learned collegiate rac-
ing is much different than high school, lowering 
my times each year and placing better at the 
conference championship each year as well.”
KERRI GALLAGHER   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

Rodriguez excelling at Rodriguez excelling at 
George WashingtonGeorge Washington

Bronx-native Wesley Rodriguez is having a big senior season for George Washington. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

The Sports Curmudgeon 
wrote about Adam Kilgore’s 
piece in the DC Post. Adam 
Kilgore wrote a lengthy ar-
ticle in the Washington Post 
recently describing the daily 
sports fantasy websites and 
internet wagering. “The fo-
cus of the article is that the 
two main players in this 
arena – FanDuel and Draft-
Kings – are exploiting a loop-
hole in the Federal law that 
bars Internet gambling. 

Consider this paragraph 
from the article:

“On a typical NFL Sun-
day, FanDuel’s most popular 
game awards a $500,000 fi rst 
prize to the winner of a mas-
sive pool with a $25 entry fee. 
Rather than simply hosting 
leagues for users, daily fan-
tasy sports serve as an ex-
change. Players enter con-
tests and win prizes for the 
best entries, and the Web site 
keeps a cut.”

Now, can you explain 
to me how this event is not 
equivalent to playing online 
poker or why playing fan-
tasy sports on this different 
from betting on NFL sport-
ing events?

MLB bought a fi nancial 
stake in DraftKings two 
years ago. The NBA has a 
“partnership” with FanDuel. 

Now 
About 

Pete Rose

Continued on Page 83
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BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
Kerri Gallagher wanted to get out 

fast to the start the Olympic Develop-
ment Women’s Mile at the Penn Re-
lays. The former Fordham Univer-
sity stand out did just that and it was 
enough to win her a gold medal going 
against some of the best runners in 
the country. 

Gallagher won with a time of 
4:32.42, which was three seconds 
ahead second-place fi nisher Sheila 
Reid (4:37.46), a former NCAA cross 
country champion that has run in the 
Olympics for Canada, on April 25. 

“Coach (Matt) Centrowitz and I 
talked the night before the race about 
going out fast and getting to the front 
of the fi eld,” said Gallagher, who 
runs for Oiselle and New York Ath-
letic Club. “In past years in this race, 
I’ve run conservatively in the begin-
ning and ultimately took myself out 
of the race.  This year I wanted to be 
in the mix and run a good pace from 
the start knowing there were some 
strong kickers on the start list.” 

Winning the mile at the Penn Re-
lays is a step in the right direction in 
reaching her goal of making the 2016 
Summer Olympics in Rio, Brazil. But 
with the Olympics still a while away 
Gallagher is looking to build off this 

win for the 2015 US Outdoor Champi-
onships in Eugene, Oregon on June 
26th  -28th.  

“The whole year is set up to build 
toward the US Outdoor Champion-
ship so it is important to have these 
mile stones, while remembering no 
individual race will make or break 
my season,” Gallagher said. 

Gallagher started her career at 
Bishop Kearney in Brooklyn and 
then ran at Fordham University. 
Gallagher left the Rams records in 
the 4x400 meter relay, indoor 800m, 
outdoor 4x800, and the sprint med-
ley relay. Her time with the Tigers 
running for coach John Lovett and 
with the Rams and coach Tom Dewey 
shaped her as an athlete. 

“When I got to Fordham, I learned 
collegiate racing is much different 
than high school. I had a similar pro-
gression, lowering my times each 
year and placing better at the con-
ference championship each year as 
well,” Gallagher said. 

Following her collegiate career, 
Gallagher took a job at Morgan Stan-
ley. She left it shortly after and moved 
to Washington, DC where she started 
as an assistant coach at American 
University and trained with Cen-
trowitz. Though she failed to make 

the 2012 Olympics, she used the year 
as a learning experience. 

“That year was disappointing to 
me, but it made me a better runner, 
a better coach, and I believe in some 
ways a better person. It would have 
been amazing to make the trials that 
year, but for me I think not making 
the standard turned out to be best in 
the long run,” she said.

Gallagher, whose brother Conor 
competed for Molloy College and 
twin sisters Jackie and Tessie ran for 

Bishop Kearney at this year’s Penn 
Relay’s, continues to makes progress. 
Winning at the Penn Relays was just 
the next step of that journey toward a 
run at the Olympics. 

“The 2016 Olympic Trials are still 
the long term goal for me, but for now 
I am focused on the season ahead of 
me,” Gallagher said. There are many 
steps I still need to take before get-
ting focused on 2016, but I’m very 
happy with the direction I am going 
in.”

Gallagher’s Penn Relays gold 
next step toward Olympic dream

Belle Harbor native Kerri Gallagher (l.) celebrates her win at the Penn Relays with former 
U.S. Olympian Vicki Huber Rudawsky. Photo courtesy of Vicki Huber Rudawsky

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Preston didn’t get its anticipated 

CHSAA Archdiocesan title game 
rematch with champion St. Joseph 
by the Sea. Instead it got one heck 
of a consolation prize. 

The Panthers rode a three-hitter 
and two RBI from Julianna Orrico 
to an impressive 5-0 victory over 
three-time defending Catholic State 
champion Kellenberg last Sunday 
at Fontbonne Hall’s Autism Aware-
ness event in Brooklyn. Sea, which 
has beaten Preston in the last three 
Archdiocesan finals, told event di-
rector Frank Marinello it couldn’t 
make the 9 a.m. scheduled start.

“I definitely wanted to see [Sea], 
but I knew that Kellenbeg was an-
other good team,” Orrico said. “I 
wasn’t that upset. 

She knew from the moment she 
woke up this morning she ready for 
a big day, saying she was loose and 
ready to go. Catcher Bianca Mas-
tropietro could tell also when she 
got to the field. Their instincts were 
correct. Oricco, popped the mitt, 
pounded the strike zone and gave 
up very few hard hit balls.   

“In warms up could tell she was 
on today,” Mastropietro said. 

Preston got all the run it needed 
in the bottom of the first inning. 

Mastropietro, who was red hot 
coming in, smashed a two-runner 
homer to left centerfield. It plated 
Orrico and gave the Panthers the 

jolt and confidence it needed. 
“She’s been doing that the past 

three games,” Orrico said. “She’s 
been hitting a two-run homer every 

single time.”
The Panthers added two more 

runs in the third on an RBI single 
from Orrico that scored Brianna 
Rodriguez and a run-scoring dou-
ble from Ashley Puig. Orrico, drove 
in her second run of the day with 
double to right center that made it 
5-0 in the bottom of the fourth. 

What Preston was most pleased 
with was it play in the field. It was 
sloppy in a win over Kennedy Cath-
olic on Friday. Having senior Dan-
ielle Kibler back from a hand injury 
immediately improves the team’s 
defense. In order to compete with 
the city’s top teams the Panthers 
know they can’t beat themselves in 
the field. 

“We did well, no errors,” Orrico 
said. “We stayed tight and we are 
looking for the post season.”

Preston was hoping to get an 
early taste of playoff level softball 
against St. Joseph by the Sea, a po-
tential diocesan final opponent. It 
is more than happy with building 
momentum off beating the Fire-
birds.

“Everybody’s comfortable on 
where they are at right now and it’s 
time to roll.” Preston coach Frank 
Toscano said. “It’s late in the sea-
son and we got to keep on coming.”

Orrico, Preston blank defending state champion Kellenberg

Preston ace Julianna Orrico tossed a three-hitter in a win over Kellenberg. 
 Photo by Joseph Staszewski
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The 2014 9u TM Select Baseball 
Team had a season for the ages, 
going 16-0 and winning the WBA 
championship. They dominated on 
both sides of the ball, leading the 
league in runs scored per game 
(12.2) and allowed (2.7). With their 
core intact for the 2015 season, the 
boys are ready to defend their title.

“These players work their tails 
off year round. The game doesn’t 
stop when the season’s over. It stops 
when they retire.”, said Manager, 
Dominick Caggiano. This will 
be the 3rd year that the team has 
trained and played together. 

“This is my favorite age group 
to coach, we get to mold them from 
scratch.”, said Coach Joey Giardino 
“We lost a few key players and we’re 
really taking our time replacing 
them. You can never have enough 

pitching.”, he continued.
With the season a few months 

away, the team has been sharpen-
ing theirfundamentals at the teams 
BX training facility-TM Baseball 
Academy. At the TM Academy, pro-
grams are designed to work with 
student athletes. The goal is to de-
velop players in the sport with an 
emphasis on academic excellence.

TM’s facility is located at 1371 
Seabury Ave. (off Westchester Ave) 

Parent Coordinator Elizabeth 
Figueroa loves what she sees. “This 
group of players never ceases to 
amaze me. I love this organization 
and team.” The returning play-
ers are: Darrius Brown, Aiden 
Coughlan, Richie Figueroa, Allan 
Manroy, AJ Mitchell, Andrew Or-
tiz, Jayvon Pinero, Siarra Silva, 
Chase Sisto and Ethan Terrero.

TM Select Ready To 
Defend WBA Title

On Wednesday, April 22, 2015, 
two SRHS seniors signed their Na-
tional Letter of Intent to join the St. 
Thomas Aquinas College Men’s La-
crosse team. Frayn Lopez ‘15 and 
Samuel Montes ‘15 will be attending 
St. Thomas Aquinas in the fall with 
scholarships to join the lacrosse 
team. Their coach, Br. Richard Gal-

vin ‘82 and Principal, Mrs. Judith 
Carew and counselors Mr Jimmy St-
urgis and Mr. Anthony O’Malley all 
came together to congratulate these 
young men on their hard work and 
dedication to their academics and 
athletic  pursuits. We are proud to 
see them off to college on their grad-
uation day on May 16, 2015. 

Frayn Lopez and
Samuel Montes Sign 

National Letter of Intent

Since the two sites serve as 
an exchange in the sense that 
they take a small cut from 
every entry fee (call it a wa-
ger to be more accurate), that 
means that two of the major 
sports enterprises in the US 
are deriving revenue from 
wagering on their games 
along with other games.

MLB specifi cally lobbied 
in favor of the insert in the 
bill that created this loop-
hole. The NBA, NFL, NHL 
and the NCAA all lobbied 
to pass the bill that created 
this loophole. In essence, all 
of these organizations sup-
ported a law that specifi cally 
makes a form of gambling on 
sporting events legal.

FanDuel has a “partner-
ship” with the Orlando Magic 
in addition to its “partner-

ship” with the NBA.
Word From Santana

The Sports Curmudgeon 
gave us a unique explanation 
from Ervin Santana, “Twins’ 
pitcher Ervin Santana is one 
of several MLB players on 
lengthy suspension for fail-
ing a PED drug test. Santana 
tested positive for Stanozolol 
which is the same thing that 
cost Ben Johnson his Olym-
pic Gold Medals all the way 
back in 1988. Folks, this is 
hardly one of those so-called 
“designer steroids”… The in-
teresting part of this story is 
that when Santana addressed 
his suspension, he said that 
he could not pinpoint how 
this stuff found its way into 
his bloodstream. 

Memo to Ervin Santana: 
When discussing the origins 
of how you wound up being 

suspended from MLB for fail-
ing a steroid test, you might 
not want to use the word, 
“pinpoint”. Just saying…”

BIG Stuff

Bob Molinaro (Hampton 
Roads Pilot) gave me this 
info: “A record that will never 
be broken - Wilt Chamberlain 
averaged 45.8 minutes a game 
in 14 NBA seasons. For per-
spective, the Bulls’ Jimmy 
Butler led all players this 
season at 38.7 (unbelievable).

Perry Patter

Dwight Perry (Seattle 
Times) wrote: “Bar Brutus in 
Montreal boasts a 20-pound 
replica of the Stanley Cup — 
made entirely of bacon.

Or as the porcine prize is 
more affectionately known, 
Lard Stanley (OOF)

The Philadelphia Eagles 
reworked their home sched-

ule to accommodate the 
Pope’s September visit.

Alas, no such luck avoid-
ing the Cardinals.

Meteorologist Jim Barach 
of WCHS-TV in Charleston, 
W. Va., on a new study claim-
ing Spain boasts the world’s 
fastest recreational runners: 
“You would be pretty fast, 
too, if they let bulls run down 
your street for a few weeks 
every year.

The proposed NFL sta-
dium in Carson, Calif., would 
celebrate Chargers touch-
downs by shooting lightning 
bolts.

So what’s next — the Bills 
fl inging buffalo chips?” 

Brad Dickson of the 
Omaha (Neb.) World-Herald, 
on the 100-year-old Japanese 
woman who set an age-group 
record in the 1,500-meter 

backstroke: “I’m guessing 
this happened after she fell 
off a cruise ship.”

Curmudgeon-like 

Retirement plan

“In my retirement, I could 
always use a gig that will 
shore up my IRA but I would 
really like to still have the 
time to watch games and 
write these rants. Therefore, 
I will announce here that I 
am available at an amazingly 
low rate of pay to participate 
on any Blue Ribbon Commit-
tee or investigation of alleged 
wrongdoing in one of the pro 
sports leagues so long as the 
pace of my committee/inves-
tigation parallels the ones de-
scribed here. At the rate they 
are going, someone will fi nd 
out what happened to Judge 
Crater before all the work is 
done here.”

Pipe Dreams: BIG Stuff; Perry Patter; Curmudgeon-like Retirement plan
from Page 81
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5th Annual Mental Health Conference sponsored by
The Joint Jacobi Medical Center and North Central Bronx Hospital Community Advisory Board 

and the Jacobi Medical Center Auxiliary, Inc.

COMBATING VETER ANS ISSUES

Friday, May 15, 2015  �� 8:30 a.m. - Noon
Registration/Breakfast - 8 a.m.

Jacobi Medical Center
Conference Center  - Building 4, 2nd Floor

JMC - 1400 Pelham Parkway South, Bronx, NY 10461

To register online:  http://combating-veterans-issues.eventbrite.com or call: 718-918-6038

Parking is not available on campus.  Please use public transportation or park at the 
Albert Einstein Resident Parking Garage (1975 Eastchester Road, Bronx, NY 10461) for a $6 charge (cash only).  

Shuttle service from Parking Garage to Jacobi Building 4 at 7:45 a.m., 8 a.m., 8:15 a.m. and return following conference.

Mental Illness and Military Culture
Wendy Burch, Executive Director
National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI), NYS

Homelessness Amongst Veterans
Christopher Munn, Director, Resident Operations
Central New York Services and
Linda Wilkinson, Director, Homeless Management Information System

Operation SAVE: 
Suicide Prevention in the VA
Evan R. Podolak, Psy.D., Suicide Prevention Coordinator  
James J. Peters Veterans Affairs Medical Center 

Providing Mental Health Access 
Through Primary Care
Mark Lombardo, Psy.D., Suicide Prevention Coordinator
Department of Veterans Affairs
Hudson Valley Health Care System

Legislative Affairs for Veterans
New York State Assemblyman Michael Benedetto

PFC Dwyer/Vet 2 Vet Project
Jeff McQueen, Director, Consumer Link
Director, PFC Dwyer/Vet 2 Vet Project

The Value of Service Dogs  for Veterans
Roberto Rodriguez, Outreach Supervisor
Stand Up To Violence (SUV) Project, Jacobi Medical Center
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