
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Four outstanding indi-

viduals that are among the 
borough’s finest will be en-
shrined on the Bronx Walk 
of Fame as part of the Bronx 
Week 2015 festivities. 

Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr. has announced that 
actress and television com-
mentator Stacey Dash, early 
National Basketball Asso-
ciation star Dolph Schayes, 
longtime business leader 
and philanthropist Alfredo 
Thiebaud and actor and ac-
tivist Malik Yoba will be 
honored during Bronx Week 
2015, and have their names 

immortalized on the Bronx 
Walk of Fame, on the Grand 
Concourse near East 161st 
Street.

Bronx Week 2015, the 44th 
annual, will include more 
than a week of events from 
Friday, May 8 to Sunday, May 
17. Many are free, and almost 
all do not require any ticket, 
with the notable exception 
of a star-studded gala called 
the Bronx Ball. 

“Bronx Week is always a 
great time to honor the fa-
mous men and women who 
grew up in our borough and 
welcome them back home to 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Despite facing many setbacks 

and delays, the renovated Buhre 
and Zerega avenue IRT 6 stations 
are now open for service. 

The MTA has completed the 
Buhre and Zerega stations’ reha-
bilitation which was part of a fi ve 
station renovation project on the 
Pelham Bay Line.

On Monday, April 27 at 5 a.m., 
both stations offi cially reopened 
service in both directions follow-
ing a closure lasting nearly nine 
months.

The revitalization started last 
July and included the installation 
of new structural steel replacing 
the severely deteriorated original 
structures.

Slated for a Febraury 16 com-
pletion, this discovery reset the 
deadline for mid-May, but the 
MTA has completed the project 
two weeks ahead of this time ta-
ble.

The renovations included re-
pairing mezzanine, street and 
platform stairs; replacing plat-
form and street canopy roofs and 
track beds; installing bird deter-
rent systems and ADA equipment 
like new platform edges, tactile 
warning strips and boarding ar-
eas; painting; and amenities such 
as MTA Arts & Design commis-
sioned artwork installations.      

“The Zerega and Buhre Ave-
nue stations are on elevated tracks 
and have open-air platforms that 
have been exposed to the weather 
every day, every hour, for nearly 
100 years,” New York City Tran-
sit president Carmen Bianco said. 
“The renewal work at these sta-
tions is necessary to improve our 
customers’ experience and help 
us better serve them, and we hope 
that our customers enjoy these 
new upgrades.”

Buhre Avenue Station’s instal-
lation, a glass mosaic portray-
ing geometric shapes animates 

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
State leaders are trying to 

halt the rise of ‘zombie homes’ 
through the recently proposed 
Abandoned Property Neighbor-
hood Relief Act.

Senator Jeff Klein, state At-
torney General Eric Schneider-
man and Assemblywoman He-
lene Weinstein announced the 
introduction of legislation which, 
if passed, would reduce the prob-
lem of abandoned foreclosed 
homes across the state.

The effects of the housing cri-
sis are still lingering in the form 
of a rising number of unmain-
tained, foreclosed homes across 
the state and city, the offi cials 
said, and the pending bill would 
require that banks and mortgage 
services maintain vacant and 

abandoned homes throughout 
the foreclosure process, a respon-
sibility they say banks often ne-
glect.

“We’re making a demand on 
the banks that they need to do 
something,” Klein said at the an-
nouncement on April 27.

While there is currently a 
law requiring banks to managed 
foreclosed properties, the process 
often drags on for years, and the 
banks are unwilling to manage 
the properties.

“They need to maintain it 
as soon as they know it’s aban-
doned,” said Klein.

To that end, the bill also in-
cludes a provision to create a 
statewide registry of vacant and 
abandoned properties through 
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Firefi ghters Battle Blaze On 
East Tremont Avenue
A fi re tore through 3550 E. Tremont Avenue on Sunday, April 26, damaging a store and the 
apartment above, leaving Rebecca Borrero, her son Dylan and their dog in need. Local activist 
Bailey Provetto started a ‘GoFundMe’ campaign on Facebook and is collecting donations and 
gift cards. Donations can be dropped off at St. Benedict’s Church at 2926 Otis Avenue. If you 
have any questions, call (917) 693-1133. 

(Above) Firefi ghters pour water on the blaze. Photo by Edwin Soto

‘ZOMBIE HOMES’ 
SUCK NABES DRY

Buhre & 
Zerega stations 
resume service

2015 Bronx Week honorees
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Sunday, May 3rd, 2015

From the president, students, faculty
and staff of York College/CUNY:

From the president, students, faculty
and staff of York College/CUNY:

CONGRATULATIONS  
to all ACCEPTED STUDENTS  

to our College!

CONGRATULATIONS  
to all ACCEPTED STUDENTS  

to our College!

You and Your parents or guardians are cordially invited 

to the newly-admitted students’ reception. This is 

an exciting time in your life, and we’re delighted to 

welcome you to the amazing community and traditions 

of York College.

Here are five reasons you and your family  
should attend the Accepted Students’ Reception:

  Confirm your place in the incoming class  

 Learn more about our exciting programs and majors  

 Learn about student life and pre-registration steps  

 Speak with Admissions and Financial Aid Counselors 

 Tour our 50-acre state-of-the-art campus

Join us for this exciting event!
Sunday, May 3rd, 2015
RSVP by visiting www.york.cuny.edu/accepted

or calling 718-262-2165. The program will  

commence promptly at 12:00 until approximately  

4 p.m. in the Atrium of the Academic Core Building, 

94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica, NY 11451.

Proposed plan for redesigning the Sheridan Expressway at-grade sections. 
 Photo courtesy of New York City Department of City Planning

Proposed HP expressway 
project seeks gov’s support

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Change may soon be on the way for 

two of the borough’s most travelled ex-
pressways.

On Tuesday, April 14, the Bronx del-
egation of elected offi cials wrote Gov-
ernor Cuomo for his support this up-
coming state fi scal year to initiate an 
Environmental Impact Statement to 
study the construction and implementa-
tion of four-way ramps from the Bruck-
ner to the Hunts Point peninsula and 
requested that city and state transporta-
tion agencies reclassify the Sheridan’s 
at-grade portion following the Sheridan 
Hunts Point Land Use and Transporta-
tion Study recommendations.

Completed in late 2013, the SEHP 
study recommends removing barriers 
to link the Sheridan’s northern section 
with existing services roads, building 
three traffi c signal controlled cross-
walks along the expressway for pedes-
trian crossing and rezonings to nurture 
a mix of uses along the waterfront while 
promoting growth and job opportuni-
ties around the community’s transit rich 
corridors.  

Aided by the food industry and com-
munity stakeholders, the delegation has 
united in favoring Oak Point Avenue 
ramps into the peninsula and creating a 
narrow boulevard on the Sheridan’s at-
grade half-mile portion.

The proposal will yield major eco-
nomic developments benefi tting Hunts 
Point’s industrial core, while signifi -
cantly improving residents’ quality of 
life and health.

Lacking a direct link onto the penin-
sula causes 55,000 truck trips per week 
onto local streets whose emissions add 
to high asthma and related illnesses lev-
els.

The EIS for the Oak Point ramps will 
aid signifi cant joint public-private in-
vestment into Hunts Point’s industrial 
section which include the $30 million 
Regional Economic Development Coun-
cil investment to upgrade and renovate 
the Hunts Point Produce Market and the 

$20 million federally funded Rebuild by 
Design resiliency project will safeguard 
this region’s primary food supply center.

Combining the Sheridan with the ad-
jacent West Farms Road into a boulevard 
would establish 326,000 square feet of de-
velopable land near the Bronx River.

On March 25, 2014, the City Council 
approved Resolution 15 calling for access 
ramps from the Bruckner at Oak Point 
and retiring the Sheridan’s at-grade por-
tion.

In his 2015 State of the Borough ad-
dress, Borough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr. called for advancing the Bruckner 
and Sheridan expressway’s redevelop-
ment. 

With state legislative elected offi cials’ 
support, Assemblyman Marcos Crespos 
established an advocacy campaign rally-
ing for this proposal.

On March 5, Mayor de Blasio revealed 
over the next 12 years, his administra-
tion will invest $150 million into the 
Hunts Point food distribution center and 
its nearby neighborhood’s fortifi cation 
and revitalization.

“In its current condition, the Sheridan 
and the surrounding community suffer 
from traffi c congestions, unsafe and con-
fusing pedestrian walkways and lack of 
accessibility to our local parks. Our resi-
dents deserve a safe and vibrant commu-
nity with access to their local parks and 
waterfronts which they can enjoy with 
their families,” Councilwoman Annabel 
Palma said.

“The southern Bronx River Water-
shed Alliance have been working to-
gether on this Bruckner and Sheridan 
redevelopment vision for 15 years and 
we feel the need for this project is really 
long overdue,” Elena Conte, Pratt Center 
for Community Development senior or-
ganizer stated.

On April 15, SBRWA wrote NYSDOT 
Commissioner Joan McDonald request-
ing $5 million in funding an EIS for the 
Oak Point ramps in the 45-Day List and 
to start identifying funds to pay for their 
construction.
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BREAKFAST

COLD STATION

HOT STATION

BEVERAGES

DESSERTS

$2995
 

$1495 

SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2015
SCAVELLO’S ON THE ISLAND

Treat Mom To  
Something Special

JOIN US AT SCAVELLO’S ON THE ISLAND FOR OUR 
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the attorney general’s of-
fi ce, supplemented by a toll-
free hot line that residents 
can use to report suspected 
abandoned properties and 
receive information about 
the status of registered 
properties.

Another provision  re-
quires that homeowners 
are notifi ed of their right to 
remain in the house until a 
judge declares the foreclo-
sure complete, since many 
abandon the property as 
soon as they fall too far 
behind on mortgage pay-
ments. 

Offi cials hope the bill 
will slow the rise in the 
number of these homes, 
which saw a 45 percent in-
crease in the Bronx last 
year, because the people 
suffering from the phenom-
enon are the neighbors.

“Your entire commu-
nity is damaged—property 
values go down; crime, ar-
son and vandalism go up,” 

said Schneiderman, “It’s a 
huge burden on the com-
munity.”

Community leaders 
showed up to the annouce-
ment at the Bronx County 
Building in support of the 
bill, echoing the offi cial’s 
message.

In Harding Park, a hand-
ful of abandoned homes 
is having a big impact on 
the small community, said 
homeowners association 
president Elbin Mena. One 
property on Harding Park 
Avenue has been empty for 
almost fi ve years, to the 
dismay of neighbors, who’s 
property values have been 
affected.

“You see a house like 
this, are you going to buy 
a house next to it?” Mena 
asked. “No way.”

An empty house on Neill 
Avenue has attracted squat-
ters, said Al D’Angelo, from 
Community Board 11.

“It’s a quality of life is-
sue,” said Al D’Angelo. 

“When you have aban-
doned properties, it hurts 
everyone in the commu-
nity.”

Another property on 
Waring Avenue has been 
a concern of board mem-
bers for years, said CB 11 
district manager Jeremy 
Warneke.

CB 10 deals with a 
range of complaints about 
zombie homes in Throggs 
Neck from graffi ti, rat 
infestations,and the accu-
mulation of garbage, said 
vice-chair John Marano.

“The neighbors are call-
ing all the time,” he said.

And on City Island, the 
‘zombies’ are the bane of 
neighbors who take pride 
in their homes and streets, 
said vice president of the 
civic association Fred 
Ramftl.

“We can’t keep the com-
munity looking nice when 
there’s a derelict property, 
an eyesore, on the block.” 
he said.

Buhre’s platform level by 
taking advantage of bright 
natural light offered by the 
open-air station platform.

The piece, ‘Have a 
Happy Day,’ by Soonae 
Tark clashes rigid lines and 
squares with other shapes 
formed by curves and cir-
cular motifs.

Zerega Avenue Station’s 
artwork is a large colorful 
glass mosaic with hand-
formed porcelain panels 
installed on the platform 
level.

‘Garden of Earthly De-
lights,’ by James Arre-
dando, illustrates the four 
seasons in images of cro-
cuses, marigolds, daisies, 
pansies, morning glories, 
and roses.

Arredando’s desire was 
to bring a pastoral element 
to the urban Bronx envi-
ronment through his fl oral 
mosaics’ colors and fanci-
ful imagery. 

Some minor work re-
mains in the stations’ 
electrical rooms and staff 
quarters and Help Point 
Intercoms are slated for in-
stallation in the upcoming 
weeks.

Once completed, MTA 
personnel, elected offi -
cials and stakeholders will 

unite for a ribbon cutting 
ceremony commemorating 
Buhre and Zerega’s reopen-
ing.

“This is such a wel-
comed relief for our com-
munity and we are very 
glad the MTA has fi nally 
completed this project. The 
results look excellent and 
the MTA should be highly 
praised for how well they 

worked together with our 
community throughout the 
project’s duration,” Assem-
blyman Michael Benedetto 
expressed.

“It’s great news for all 
of us that these two very 
important neighborhood 
stations are now open. It’s 
a huge relief it didn’t take 
any longer than it already 
has,” Councilman James 
Vacca said.

“As the closure of the 
Buhre and Zerega Avenue 
stops posed an inconve-
nience for many, I’m happy 
to hear the MTA reopened 
these stops this week with-
out further delay. I applaud 
the MTA for their contin-
ued work to both improve 
service and provide a safe, 
secure ride for all New 
Yorkers,” said Senator Jeff 
Klein.

“I take the train from 
the Buhre Avenue station 
in the morning and this 
morning was my fi rst time. 
It looks great with the new 
artwork and it is also very 
clean. I hope they continue 
to maintain this station for 
many more years to come,” 
Nicole Luciano, a Pelham 
Bay resident, said.

Additional reporting 
contributed by Steven 
Goodstein. 

‘Zombie homes’ suck nabes dry

A ‘zombie house’ in Throggs Neck. Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce

from Page 1

Soonae Tark’s ‘Have a Happy 
Day’ is the fully restored Buhre 
Avenue Station’s art installa-
tion. Community News Group / 
Steven Goodstein

‘Garden of Earthly Delights,’ by James Arredondo is the newly reopened Zerega Avenue’s #6 IRT Sta-
tion’s art installation. Photo by Rob Wilson, MTA

Buhre and Zerega resume train service
from Page 1
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EARN YOUR B S IN EXERCISE SCIENCE� AFFORDABLE - ONE OF THE LOWEST 
    PRIVATE TUITIONS IN THE COUNTRY

��A QUALITY, PRIVATE EDUCATION 

��HANDS-ON LEARNING IN OUR 
    STATE-OF-THE-ART EXERCISE 
    SCIENCE FACILITIES, RIGHT 
    ON CAMPUS

��RECOGNIZED BY THE NATIONAL 
    STRENGTH AND CONDITIONING 
    ASSOCIATION (NSCA) AS AN 
    EDUCATION RECOGNITION 
    PROGRAM (ERP)

� FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING - DAYS, 
    NIGHTS and WEEKENDS

� TWO AREAS OF CONCENTRATION -
     CLINICAL TRACK- PREPARES STUDENTS 
    FOR ENTRY INTO GRADUATE HEALTH 
    PROGRAMS LIKE: PHYSICAL THERAPY 
    & EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGY, ETC. 
      
    PERFORMANCE TRACK- PREPARES 
    STUDENTS TO WORK IN DIVERSE FIELDS 
    LIKE: STRENGTH & CONDITIONING, 
    PERSONAL TRAINING and WEIGHT 
    LOSS MANAGEMENT, TO NAME A FEW.

EARN YOUR B.S. IN EXERCISE SCIENCE.
A FIELD PROJECTED TO GROW 19%* OVER THE NEXT DECADE

* As noted by the Bureau of Labor Statistics - BLS.gov



BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The borough’s new postmaster 

was officially sworn in during an 
installation ceremony at the Pre-
gones Theater on April 24.

United States Postal Service of-
ficials, local electeds, friends and 
family gathered to congratulate 
Lilliam Rodriguez on her appoint-
ment and witness her take the oath 
of office.

Rodriguez started her 35-year 
career with the postal service as a 
distribution clerk in Puerto Rico, 
and climbed the ladder as a man-
ager before reaching her most re-
cent position as postmaster of San 
Juan.

She arrived to lead the Bronx 
as ‘officer-in-charge’ in December 
2013 before being named postmas-
ter in September.

As postmaster, Rodriguez over-
sees 1513 employees at 45 stations 
and branches throughout the bor-
ough. 

The position has seen a fair num-
ber of turnovers in recent years—
Rodriguez is the fifth postal chief 
of the Bronx since 2009.

But the newest postmaster said 
she has no intentions of leaving 
soon, and would love to finish out 

her career in the Bronx.
“I plan to stick around,” she 

said.
There are a number of chal-

lenges facing the post office today, 
and Rodriguez acknowledged that 
there are issues with service in the 
Bronx that need to be addressed—
chief among them long lines at 
branches and delayed delivery.

She said she has several ideas 
to reduce waits at the post offices 
through adjusting the flow of ser-
vices. 

For example, the lines at the 
Southern Boulevard location near 
Hunts Point had been plagued with 
wait times that could be hours 
long, Community Board 2 told the 
Bronx Times earlier this month.

But after meeting with elected 
officials and the postmaster, the 
post office recently installed a 
navigator to resolve the issue.

Rodriguez said she’s been mak-
ing an effort to meet with commu-
nity leaders to listen to their com-
plaints.

“I want to engage so that I can 
address all their concerns,” she 
said. “I want to provide the best 
services, which the customer de-
serves.”
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE LINDENHURST N Y

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

Commitment
Dedication
Excellence

omen25Influential
Bronx

2015

These special words are reserved for those individuals who have 
devoted their own life to improve the lives of others. This year 
the Bronx Times, through a series of in-depth profi les, salutes 25 
Infl uential Bronx Women. Each woman’s unique accomplishments 
will be highlighted in a keepsake publication on May 29, 2015.

Dr. Anita Vazquez Batisti
Fordham University’s Graduate

School of Education

Denise Pagan
Alianza Puertorriquena

Debra Ann Jaffee
St. Clare’s Senior Center

Rev. Carmen Hernandez
Stratford Community Services, Inc.

NYC LGBTQS Chamber of Commerce

Michelle Centeno
National Conference of Puerto Rican Women NY Chapter

Loretta Zaino
Primavera Program

Rev. Que English
Bronx Christian FellowshipNYC Clergy Roundtable

Maribel Gonzalez
South of France Restaurant Owner

Nilka Martell
G.I.V.E./Friends of Starlight Park

Barbara Robles-Gonzalez
Offi ce of Bronx District Attorney

Nancy Biberman
WHEDco

Elizabeth Gill
47th Precinct Community Coucil

Dr. Lisa Anne Rizopoulos
Manhattan College

Cynthia Jones
Hostos Community College

Naomi Pouchie
Author

Dr. Deborah Dolan Hunt
College of New Rochelle

Wilma Tamayo
Fordham Law School

Hon. Llinet Rosado
Bronx Family Court

Rhina Valentin
BronxNet

Judy Hutson
222nd Street Block Association

Hon. Fiordaliza A. Rodriguez
Bronx Family Court

Susan O’Hanlon Mendogni
Fancy Feet Dance Studios

Dr. Yvette Calderon
North Central Bronx Hospital

Bharati S. Kemraj
Offi ce of Bronx Borough President

Dr. Eva Yan
Metro Optics

Please join us in recognizing the
25 Bronx Infl uential Women of 2015!

Call Laura Guerriero at 718-260-4593 for Rates

At the installation ceremony for Bronx Postmaster Lilliam Rodriguez, (l to r:) Richard Uluski, Northeast Area vice 
president; Richard Fedderman, representing Congressman Eliot Engel; Thomas Messina, representing Congress-
man Joseph Crowley; Congressman Jose Serrano; Rodriguez; William Schnaars, district manager-NY; Juan Paz,  
fi nance manager, Caribbean District and Elvin Mercado, Postmaster, NY. Photo courtesy of the USPS

Bronx postmaster set to face challenges



BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A local bakery recently won 

the title of ‘Best Pastries’ in the 
tri-state area during WABC ra-
dio’s annual contest.

Zeppieri & Sons Italian Bak-
ery, a Pelham Bay institution, 
received the most votes in the 
online contest this spring.

“It was a really good feeling,” 
said owner Carmine Zeppieri Jr. 
about the win.

They celebrated the con-
test at an event in Manhattan, 
where they handed out samples. 
Watching people enjoy the pas-
tries and hearing their feedback 
was really rewarding, said Car-
mine Zeppieri III, who works in 
the bakery with his father.

“It was great to see and hear 
that people felt that way,” said 
Zeppieri III.

The family business has a 
long history in Pelham Bay, be-
ginning when Carmine Zeppieri 
Sr. bought the bakery in 1968, af-
ter working at the location, pre-
viously called Al & Dom’s, for 10 
years, his son said.

The business started as a 
bread bakery, and although over 
the years they expanded into 

cakes, cookies and pastries, Zep-
pieri Jr. said they’re still best 
known for the bread.

“So it’s a big accomplishment 
to get recognized for our pas-

tries,” he said.
They work hard to keep up 

with the times, now offering 
trendier items like red velvet 
cake.

“Over the years we’ve kept 
growing and changing, adding 
new things while we keep it tra-
ditional,” said Zeppieri Jr.

Tradition means the baked 

goods are all still made from 
scratch with fresh ingredients, 
like the old-fashioned custard 
they use. 

And Italian classics, such a 
sfogiatelli, a fan-shaped pastry 
with a cheese fi lling, are still 
churned out despite the fact that 
they’re labor intensive and take 
days to make.

Tradition is important to the 
family, who have become a per-
manent part of the neighbor-
hood over the more than 50 years 
they’ve been baking.  

“There’s a sense of pride,” said 
Zeppieri Jr. about the place.

The bakery was a second home 
to all the Zeppieri kids growing 
up, he said. At one point both his 
brothers worked there with him, 
and his daughter is now involved 
in the marketing of the business, 
in addition to his son working at 
his side.

And the shop is where not just 
the family business, but the fam-
ily, began—Zeppieri Sr. met the 
family’s matriarch when she was 
a sales girl at the bakery, and his 
sons have had similar fortune.

“It’s more than just a bakery 
to us,” said Zeppieri III.
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

Owner Carmine Zeppieri Jr. (l) with Carmine Zeppieri III at Zeppieri and Sons Italian Bakery in Pelham Bay. The bakery 
recently won WABC radio’s annual ‘Best of’ contest for their pastries. Community News Group / Jaime Williams

Zeppieri & Sons wins WABC pastry contest



BY ROBERT WIRSING
An untold story of 

World War II heroism 
will soon be shared just 
in time for the war’s soon 
approaching 70th anni-
versary.

On Tuesday, May 5 
from noon to 3 p.m., As-
semblyman Mark Gjonaj 
and Senator Jeff Klein 
will commemorate the 
70th anniversary of 
WWII’s end as well as the 
heroic actions of Alba-
nians safeguarding the 
Jewish population.

All are invited to at-
tend the Albany-based 
event being held inside 
the Assembly Parlor’s 
Room 306 located on the 
New York State Capitol 
Building’s 3rd fl oor.

Limited transporta-
tion to this event will be 
provided and veterans 
from all eras, especially 
WWII, are invited to at-
tend this prestigious 
event. 

To RSVP, contact Na-
thalia Fernandez at (646) 
966-3537, Ilirjan Fundo at 

(917) 459-8912, Sebastian 
Levenson at (212) 239-7323 
or email assemblymang-
jonajevents@gmail.com.

The event’s reception 
will feature a trailer for 
the documentary, ‘BESA 
the Promise,’ in addition 
to the traveling exhibi-
tion, ‘BESA: Albanians 
that saved Jews during 
WWII,’ a display of pho-
tographs and stories de-
picting the real life com-
passion and altruism 
exhibited by ordinary cit-
izens saving others from 
tyranny.

The 86-minute docu-
mentary follows Rexhep 
Hoxha, Muslim Albanian 
toy maker who sets off 
60 years after the war to 
fulfi l a ‘besa’ made to the 
Jewish family his father 
rescued during the Holo-
caust by returning three 
precious books to the 
family’s last surviving 
member. 

Assemblyman Gjonaj 
explained ‘besa’ is a code 
of honor deeply rooted in 
Albanian customs where 

one takes responsibility 
for helping those in need 
and being hospitable re-
gardless of a person’s per-
sonal or religious beliefs.

During WWII, Alba-
nians, a majority of whom 
were Muslim, harbored 
and protected Jews who 
lived among them as part 
of their family. 

“Albania was one of 
the few countries to have 
more Jews after the Sec-
ond World War ended 
than before it started. The 
reason was because over 
2,000 Jews fl ed the Nazi 
regime’s persecution and 
entered Albania which 
was a safe haven during 
the war,” he revealed.

During WWII the 
country offered Jewish 
refugees shelter, but after 
the war, the Communist 
regime demanded Alba-
nians sever all ties with 
their Jewish compatri-
ots.   

The upcoming histori-
cal reception will feature 
Albanian president H.E. 
Bujar Nishani as its key-
note speaker; photogra-
pher Norman Gershman 
as guest of honor; and 
special guest Professor 
Mordecai Paldiel, Ph.D., 
the Department of the 
Righteous at Yad Vash-
em’s former director.

Klein and Gjonaj will 
read a proclamation hon-
oring Gershman and at 3 
p.m. both NYS legislative 
houses will read resolu-
tions commemorating 
Albanians for aiding the 
Jews during the Holo-
caust as well as WWII’s 
70th anniversary.  

“I’m proud we’re hav-
ing this event at the state 
capital to honor our vet-
erans and their families 

as well as having this 
untold story of heroism 
shared during today’s 
uncertain climate and 
worldwide tensions,” 
Gjonaj expressed. “These 
incredible stories of com-
passion and courage help 
reaffi rm the goodness in 
humanity.”

“As the grandson of 
Holocaust survivors, I 
am especially moved by 
and thankful to those 
who risked their lives to 
shelter and protect mil-
lions of Jewish refugees 
during one of the dark-
est chapters in human 
history,” Senator Klein 
shared.

“The 70th anniversary 
of the end of World War II 
marks a time of deep re-
fl ection for us all. I am 
humbled by the remark-
able efforts of the Alba-
nians to help the Jewish 
population during this 
tragic period and also the 
work of the photographer 
Norman Gershman who 
was able to document 
this story.”
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‘BESA: The Promise’ is a documentary detailing the never-before-
told story of Albanians harboring and protecting Jews during WWII
 Photo courtesy of Eye Contact Foundation

Albanians’ wartime heroism recognized in Albany

BY ROBERT WIRSING
After a harsh winter and 

unseasonably cold spring, 
Westchester Square’s ‘Fair 
@ The Square’ is bringing 
some much needed summer-
time fun to our borough. 

The 7th Annual Fair @ 
The Square is set for Sat-
urday, June 20 from 11 a.m. 
until 6 p.m. and will occupy 
Westchester Square’s streets 
between St. Raymond and 
Westchester avenues.

This free annual 
event presented by the 
Westchester Square Busi-
ness Improvement District 
and Image Marketing pro-
motes Westchester Square’s 
diverse and thriving com-
munity.

The Westchester Square 
Merchants Association, in 
partnership with the Bronx 
Council on the Arts and 
NYC Department of Parks 
and Recreation, invites all 
to attend this event.

For more information, 
call (718) 395-1932.

According to Lisa Sorin, 
WSBID executive director, 

approximately 6,000 people 
are expected to attend this 
yearly event which will fea-
ture a full array of live mu-
sical performances, family 
fun, vendors, food, jewelry 
crafting, beauty products, 
coupons and raffl es, donated 
books from the Huntington 
Free Library and Metro Op-
tics vision screenings.

“This is only my third 
Fair @ The Square as 
Westchester Square BID’s 
executive director and I 
have seen this event grow 
from a block party to a full-
blown fair complete with 
live performances and fam-
ily friendly entertainment. 

“We are very particular 
in selecting our musical 
acts which span all genres 
and generations and as the 
community has grown, so, 
too has the fair,” she said. 

The multicultural event 
attracts thousands of fair-
goers throughout the day 
and boasts an all day con-
cert series hosted by Dennis 
‘Dion’ Nardone of WVOX 
1460AM Radio; Valerie 

Smaldone, New York’s 106.7 
Lite FM’s former #1 radio 
host and fi ve-time Billboard 
Magazine Awards winner, 
and Artie Rodriguez of the 
Diamante Show.

According to Sorin, this 
series will feature approxi-
mately 15 such popular area 
artists as Just Nuts, New 
York’s premier party band; 
the King, an Elvis imper-
sonator; Gene DiNapoli; 
FDR Drive; Matt Violinist; 
Brenda K. Starr, and many 
more with the best contem-
porary Latin and Hip Hop 
scenes taking the stage.

She added there will be 
around 10 to 12 acts headlin-
ing the youth and commu-
nity performances at Owen 
Dolen Park featuring kid 
DJ Alden, local community 
singers and dancers, and 
even a ‘little king’ kid Elvis!

Further, this year’s edi-
tion will feature the Bronx 
Council on the Arts’ arti-
sans showcasing local art-
ists’ works, a MTA antique 
bus, and a kid’s activity 
area which includes face 

painting and arts and crafts 
by the Westchester Square-
Zerega Improvement Orga-
nization.

A FDNY Smoke House 
and antique fi re engine, a 
rock wall, various games, 
exhibits and other fun fam-
ily activities as well as a 
parade of merchants and 
vendors displaying their 
products, services, and 
wares will be prominent.

“The Fair @ The Square 
is part of a longstanding tra-
dition and vision of making 
Westchester Square the pre-
mier place to shop and and 
visit. This is a day of music, 
entertainment, and family 
fun and is the perfect oppor-
tunity for everyone to visit, 
sit back and enjoy as well 
as celebrate the life that is 
all around us,” Sorin ex-
pressed.

Sorin would like to thank 
the organizations, elected 
offi cials, sponsors, perform-
ers, and WSBID board of 
directors for their help in 
making 2015’s Fair @ The 
Square possible.  

7th Annual Fair @ The Square set

Part of a musical performance from last year’s Fair @ the Square. 
 File Photo
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
After almost four decades of 

inactivity, a landmarked court-
house has re-opened to the pub-
lic - with multiple purposes.

On Thursday, April 23, No 
Longer Empty, an organization 
that has been instrumental in 
revitalizing the Old Bronx Bor-
ough Courthouse, held an open-
ing reception for their new art 
exhibit ‘When You Cut into the 
Present the Future Leaks Out’ 
at the courthouse’s location on 
878 Brook Avenue at the inter-
section of East 161st Street and 
Third Avenue.

For the exhibit, 27 New York 
artists were invited to use the 
courthouse as a creative pro-
duction site, a character in a 
fi lm, a sculptural form, a set-
ting for dance performers and 
a locale for community gather-
ings. Selected artwork and site-
specifi c installations in sculp-
ture, fresco painting, sound and 
video are installed throughout 
the lower level, ground fl oor 
and fi rst fl oor.

The art exhibition will run 
from Thursday, April 23 to Sun-
day, July 19, giving all partici-

pating artists a chance to dis-
play their projects inside the 
renovated, but historic land-
mark. 

Along with the exhibit, No 
Longer Empty will also host 
public programs and activi-
ties, adding up to an estimated 
20 events in the three-month 
span. 

Some of these events will in-
clude Bronx Fashion Week on 
Saturday, May 9 (time TBA) and 
the Teens Curate Teens exhibi-
tion opening and Teen Day from 
1 to 7 p.m. on Saturday, May 16. 
An Urban Gardening Workshop 
was held on Saturday, April 25. 
All events are free and open to 
the public.

The courthouse will also 
host other events, including 
the New York Public Library 
Community Oral History Proj-
ect, which will be an evening 
of dance and performance with 
the Bronx Academy of Arts, as 
well as walking tours by Ed Gar-
cia Conde, founder and editor of 
Welcome2TheBronx. The dates 
and times of these two events 
have yet to be announced.

In collaboration with the 

South Bronx Overall Economic 
Development Corporation and 
the Bronx Music Heritage Cen-
ter, along with other community 
partners, No Longer Empty has 
successfully reopened and re-
stored the courthouse after its 
doors and windows were sealed 
37 years ago. 

In February, the organiza-
tion received a Neighborhood 
Challenge Initiative grant 
of $60,000 to put towards the 
courthouse.

“The process of putting up 
this show, as always with our 
projects, is one of collabora-
tion - with the artists, with the 
site and with local, cultural and 
community organizations as 
well as educators,” said Naomi 
Hersson Ringskog, executive 
director of No Longer Empty. 

“For the residents of the 
neighborhood, this building is 
a very familiar landmark they 
have passed by daily for years 
without entering and we (No 
Longer Empty), along with our 
collaborators, are excited to 
give them an opportunity to see 
the interior of the (Old Bronx 
Borough) courthouse that has 
been closed to the public for so 
long,” she added.  

The four-story, Beaux-Arts 
style courthouse was con-
structed between 1905 and 1914 
by architects Michael John 
Garvin and Oscar Florianus 
Bluemner. 

However, after the popula-

tion of the Bronx nearly dou-
bled between 1920 and 1930, 
the courthouse was deemed 
inadequate for the increase in 
court cases due to the growing 
population, as it was originally 
intended to house just the Su-
preme Court. 

The Surrogate’s Court was 
moved to the Bronx Supreme 
Courthouse, located at 851 
Grand Concourse and East 161st 
Street, shortly after it was com-
pleted in 1934, which left only 
the Criminal Court in the Old 
Bronx Borough Courthouse. 
It housed the Criminal Court 
until the early 1970’s, when the 
building went into decline. 

Its doors and windows were 
offi cially sealed in 1977. in 1981 
it was landmarked and eventu-
ally become storage space for 
public art.

Thanks to No Longer Empty 
and other community partners, 
artwork in the Old Bronx Bor-
ough Courthouse will not be 
stored away. Instead, the court-
house will proudly display the 
artwork from some of New 
York’s best artists in a historic 
setting.

Old courthouse reopens to art displays

No Longer Empty’s new art exhibi-
tion, ‘When You Cut into the Present 
the Future Leaks Out’, runs from now 
until Sunday, July 19, and kicks off the 
reopening of the Old Bronx Borough 
Courthouse to the public. 
 Photo courtesy of Whitney Browne 
Photography

A fi re hydrant located on Randall and Calhoun avenues was running water non-stop for about three weeks before it was 
fi xed by the DEP. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A broken fi re hydrant that was 

running water for weeks was fi nally 
fi xed.

According to neighborhood resi-
dents, a fi re hydrant located on the 
corner of Randall and Calhoun av-
enues that had been uncontrollably 
gushing water for about three weeks 
has fi nally been repaired.

The problem began at the be-
ginning of the month, when local 
residents called 311 repeatedly in at-
tempts to fi x the broken hydrant but 
were not initially responded to. 

Some residents even fi led com-
plaints with the Department of En-
vironmental Protection and the 
FDNY, but no action resulted.

“I fi led numerous complaints 
with 311, the DEP, as well as the 
fi re department, which were not 
responded to for weeks,” said Evan 
Wilder, a Throggs Neck resident. 
“All that was accomplished in that 
two-week period was that a cone was 
put next to and on top of the fi re hy-
drant while it continued to gush wa-
ter.”

A two-liter plastic container was 
also placed under the running water 
to contain the excess spillage, which 

accomplished little, considering the 
fact that fi re hydrants with red tops 
run hundreds of gallons of water 
per minute and fi re hydrants with 
orange tops run between 501-1000 
gallons per minute. The type of fi re 
hydrant has not been confi rmed. 

Concerned residents, began to 
worry about low water pressure 
and high water bills, as well as the 
environment as a whole.

“Given the drought in Califor-
nia and elsewhere in the southwest 
part of the United States, I fi nd it 
absolutely deplorable that such a 
simple problem was allowed to per-
sist for so long - it’s city negligence,” 
said Wilder. 

Finally, about two weeks after 
the fi re hydrant problem began, the 
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection went to the location to   at-
tempt a repair, but to no avail after 
three trys.

The following week, however the 
fi re hydrant was fi nally repaired by 
the DEP, who had to open up the 
concrete sidewalk to get to the prob-
lem. 

They determined that the cause 
of the water leak was a broken valve 
in the hydrant .

After weeks, DEP repairs leaking hydrant





The Bronx,” said Diaz. “Great things 
are happening in our borough, and 
I urge our borough’s residents and 
visitors alike to spend the week cel-
ebrating the contributions of our 
Bronx businesses, veterans, seniors, 
youth, volunteers and our hometown 
greats.” 

The honorees will have street 
signs dedicated in their honor on the 
walk of fame. All have roots in the 
Bronx, and Thiebaud was a fixture 
in the borough’s business commu-
nity as the founder of Delicioso Coco 
Helado before his untimely acciden-
tal death. 

Dash may be best known for her 
role in the 1995 film ‘Clueless’ and as 
a contributor to Fox News, where she 
is a commentator on culture.  

“I am very grateful to have been 
chosen to be a part of such an impor-
tant and significant event in the bor-
ough of my birth, a place that left an 
impact in my life and made me who I 
am – Bronx Strong,” said Dash, who 
has appeared in numerous television 
and film roles. 

NBA all-star Dolph Schayes grew 
up in University Heights and led the 
Dewitt Clinton High School basket-
ball team to a borough championship 

in the 1940. 
He played in 12 NBA All Star 

Games and six All-NBA first teams. 
“Growing up in the Bronx made 

a huge impact on my life and made 
me who I am,” said Schayes. “This 
borough is very special to me and I 
am very grateful to be recognized by 
Borough President Diaz.”

Thiebaud helped create work for 
borough residents and brighten the 
spirits of those who enjoyed and 
continue to enjoy his f lavored ice in 
summer. 

“Alfredo was a friend, and he was 
someone the people of the Bronx 
could always count on for support. 
He created thousands of jobs during 
his career, and his business has be-
come synonymous with summer in 
New York City,” said Diaz.

Yoba is an actor in Fox’s, Empire, 
a hip-hop drama that centers on a 
music industry heavyweight who is 
about to take his company public. 

“This is an honor to be inducted 
into the Bronx Walk of Fame, a bor-
ough that taught me the values of life 
and giving back to the community,” 
said Yoba.

Diaz will be announcing more 
about Bronx Week 2015 at a press con-
ference scheduledfor Sunday, May 3. 
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Alfredo Thiebaud 
 Photos courtesy of the Borough President Diaz’s 
offi ce Dolph Schayes 

Malik YobaStacey Dash 

2015 Bronx Week honorees
from Page 1

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The New York Public Library is 

getting hotter - for Internet users.
The second round of the NYPL’s 

Wi-Fi hotspot lending program was 
announced by NYPL offi cials and 
City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito on April 23 at the Mott Ha-
ven Library.

The program, fi rst introduced in 
December, allows library patrons 
who cannot afford Internet at home 
to borrow the devices for up to a 
year. 

“The goal simply is to provide 
more Internet access to those that 
don’t have it,” said Mark-Viverito of 
the initiative, calling the Internet a 
necessity in this day and age.

NYPL president Tony Marx said 
there are an estimated 2 million 
New Yorkers who cannot afford the 
Internet, despite the fact that con-
nectivity is required more and more 
often for ordinary tasks such as do-
ing homework or applying for jobs. 

People rely on the libraries for 
Internet, said Marx, and branches 
regularly see patrons sitting outside 
before or after the library opens, 
trying to use the signal during the 
off-hours.

“We can’t be having our fellow 

citizens picking up crumbs of In-
ternet that bleed through closed 
doors,” said Marx.

The Library HotSpot program 
aims to help close the ‘digital divide’ 
between those who can afford Inter-
net and those who can’t.

The fi rst round of lending was 
reserved for patrons who either 
themselves or their children were 

enrolled in one of the library’s ed-
ucational program, but now eligi-
bility to borrow a device has been 
expanded to anyone over 18 with a 
fi ne-free library card.

The hotspots will be available 
during lending events at 11 NYPL 
branches in high-need neighbor-
hoods throughout the Bronx, Man-
hattan, and Staten Island from now 

through May 5. Bronx locations in-
clude Hunts Point, Melrose, Eden-
wald and the Bronx Library Center.  
The library plans to increase the 
number of sites offering the pro-
gram over the summer.

The initiative was funded by a 
partnership between the city, the 
NYPL, Google, the Knight Founda-
tion, the Robin Hood Foundation, 

and the Open Society Foundation.
“The library and Google, we 

share a mission,” said William 
Floyd, head of external affairs for 
Google New York. “We’re both ded-
icated to making the world’s infor-
mation universally accessible to ev-
eryone.”

At the announcement, program 
participant Olivia Tecualt, trans-
lated by Mark-Viverito, said that 
having Internet at home has helped 
her to be a more engaged parent. 
Her kids are now able to complete 
their assignments at home, where 
she can help, and when she has 
trouble understanding instructions 
in English, the Internet can help 
provide her with translations.

Mott Haven resident, Maria Gar-
cia, was excited to pick up her Wi-Fi 
hot spot at the lending event after 
the announcement. 

She’s involved in a college prep 
program with a lot of homework 
that requires the Internet, and said 
she’d been using the Internet at her 
boyfriend’s home to complete her 
work. She’s looking forward to be-
ing able to do her assignments at 
home now.

“It’ll benefi t me so much,” said 
Garcia.

NYPL expands Wi-Fi lending program

A library patron and City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito check out a Wi-Fi hotspot at the Mott Haven Library on April 
23. Photo courtesy of the NYPL
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IT’S ALL ABOUT SPRING!
NEWEST DESIGNER FASHIONS ARRIVING DAILY

CLOTHING FACTORY WAREHOUSE

BOYS 6 BUCK
BLOWOUT! 

3FOR
$10

3FOR
$10

• SHORT SETS 
• TWILL/DENIM/ACTIVE SHORTS

CARGO OR JOGGER SHORTS $8

SHORT SLEEVE 
STRIPE POLOS

MOTHER’S DAY GIFTS
$10 & UNDER

Just for Mom
SPRING 
SHOES

$10

FOR THE 
ENTIRE FAMILY

HOTTEST MENS
FASHIONS

• GRAPHIC TEES • ACTIVE SHORTS
• SOLID TEES/V-NECKS • TANKS

FLIPS

GIRLS SPRING
ESSENTIALS 

$6 • JUNIOR SHORTS
• LADIES DRESSES
• PRINTED LEGGINGS
• NEW FASHION WATCHES

$5
• FASHION TOPS

& SOFT PANTS
• FASHION SKIRTS
• KNIT CAPRI JOGGERS
• DESIGNER SUNGLASSES

• VANITY SETS
• JEWELRY BOXES
• NEW SPRING

HANDBAGS

$8
PRINTED SUNDRESSES

YOUNG MENS
FASHION

KNITS  
$8

MENS
LINEN 
SETS 
$13

JOGGER PANTS
CARGO & 

JOGGER SHORTS
$10

BRANDED
SPORTS
BRAS
$3

FASHION 
SANDALS

50,000 DOZEN

MOTHER’S DAY
GIFTS
in stores

now!

$8
COMFY
CASUAL
SLIP-ONS

$6

1.800.994.MILLS • formanmills.com • MON-SAT 9AM-9:30PM • SUN 10AM-7PM

$3

BATH & BODY SETS
SPRING SCARVES
FRAGRANCES
LADIES LOUNGE PANTS
& SLEEP SHORTS

$6 & UNDER GIFTS
FOR MOM!  

$1

• KNIT SHORTS 
• TEES • TANKS • SKIRTS

$5Just In!

Bronx, NY
156th & Third Ave. 

646-224-0575

Totowa, NJ
670 Union Blvd.
973-200-8063

East Orange, NJ
Main & S. Harrison

973-677-7163 

Elizabeth, NJ
647 Newark Ave.
908-353-0100
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