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TOP BRONX NEWS STORIES

‘ZOMBIE HOMES’ 
SUCK NABES DRY

Continued on Page 72

Buhre & Zerega stations resume service

Continued on Page 72

Firefi ghters Battle Blaze On East Tremont Avenue
A fi re tore through 3550 E. Tremont Avenue on Sunday, April 26, damaging a store and the apartment above, leaving Rebecca Borrero, 
her son Dylan and their dog in need. Local activist Bailey Provetto started a ‘GoFundMe’ campaign on Facebook and is collecting 
donations and gift cards. Donations can be dropped off at St. Benedict’s Church at 2926 Otis Avenue. If you have any questions, call 
(917) 693-1133. 

(Above) Firefi ghters pour water on the blaze. Photo by Edwin Soto

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Despite facing many set-

backs and delays, the reno-
vated Buhre and Zerega av-
enue IRT 6 stations are now 
open for service. 

The MTA has completed the 
Buhre and Zerega stations’ re-
habilitation which was part of 
a fi ve station renovation proj-
ect on the Pelham Bay Line.

On Monday, April 27 at 5 

a.m., both stations offi cially 
reopened service in both di-
rections following a closure 
lasting nearly nine months.

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
State leaders are trying to 

halt the rise of ‘zombie homes’ 
through the recently proposed 
Abandoned Property Neigh-
borhood Relief Act.

Senator Jeff Klein, state 
Attorney General Eric Sch-
neiderman and Assembly-
woman Helene Weinstein an-
nounced the introduction of 
legislation which, if passed, 
would reduce the problem of 
abandoned foreclosed homes 
across the state.

The effects of the housing 
crisis are still lingering in the 
form of a rising number of un-
maintained, foreclosed homes 
across the state and city, the 
offi cials said, and the pending 
bill would require that banks 
and mortgage services main-
tain vacant and abandoned 
homes throughout the foreclo-
sure process, a responsibility 
they say banks often neglect.

“We’re making a demand 
on the banks that they need 
to do something,” Klein said 
at the announcement on April 
27.

While there is currently a 
law requiring banks to man-
aged foreclosed properties, 
the process often drags on for 
years, and the banks are un-
willing to manage the proper-
ties.

“They need to maintain it 

as soon as they know it’s aban-
doned,” said Klein.

To that end, the bill also in-
cludes a provision to create a 
statewide registry of vacant 
and abandoned properties 
through the attorney gener-
al’s offi ce, supplemented by a 
toll-free hot line that residents 
can use to report suspected 
abandoned properties and re-
ceive information about the 
status of registered proper-
ties.

Another provision  re-
quires that homeowners are 
notifi ed of their right to re-
main in the house until a 
judge declares the foreclo-
sure complete, since many 
abandon the property as soon 
as they fall too far behind on 
mortgage payments. 

Offi cials hope the bill will 
slow the rise in the number of 
these homes, which saw a 45 
percent increase in the Bronx 
last year, because the people 
suffering from the phenome-
non are the neighbors.

“Your entire community is 
damaged—property values go 
down; crime, arson and van-
dalism go up,” said Schneider-
man, “It’s a huge burden on 
the community.”

Community leaders 
showed up to the annouce
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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ALLEY CAT CAFE

3604C EAST TREMONT AVE
(718) 824-0168

TRADITIONAL BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE

FEATURING
Brisket

St. Louis Ribs 
Pulled Pork

Beef Short Ribs
Pork Belly  Salmon 

Burnt Ends
Whole or 

Half Chickens

FREE DELIVERY

APPETIZERS, SIDES, WRAPS
SANDWICHES and SALADS

WE’RE
SMOKIN’
7 DAYS A WEEK

15 Family Plans To Choose From View 
Our Complete Menu at

www.alleycatcafebronxbbq.com

HAPPY HOUR 3 to 7pm

Sunday - Thursday  11am - 10pm
Friday - Saturday  11am - 12am

Proposed plan for redesigning the Sheridan Expressway at-grade sections. 
 Photo courtesy of New York City Department of City Planning

Proposed HP expressway 
project seeks gov’s support

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Change may soon be on the way for 

two of the borough’s most travelled ex-
pressways.

On Tuesday, April 14, the Bronx 
delegation of elected offi cials wrote 
Governor Cuomo for his support this 
upcoming state fi scal year to initiate 
an Environmental Impact Statement 
to study the construction and imple-
mentation of four-way ramps from the 
Bruckner to the Hunts Point penin-
sula and requested that city and state 
transportation agencies reclassify the 
Sheridan’s at-grade portion following 
the Sheridan Hunts Point Land Use 
and Transportation Study recommen-
dations.

Completed in late 2013, the SEHP 
study recommends removing barriers 
to link the Sheridan’s northern section 
with existing services roads, building 
three traffi c signal controlled cross-
walks along the expressway for pedes-
trian crossing and rezonings to nur-
ture a mix of uses along the waterfront 
while promoting growth and job op-
portunities around the community’s 
transit rich corridors.  

Aided by the food industry and 
community stakeholders, the delega-
tion has united in favoring Oak Point 
Avenue ramps into the peninsula and 
creating a narrow boulevard on the 
Sheridan’s at-grade half-mile portion.

The proposal will yield major eco-
nomic developments benefi tting Hunts 
Point’s industrial core, while signifi -
cantly improving residents’ quality of 
life and health.

Lacking a direct link onto the pen-
insula causes 55,000 truck trips per 
week onto local streets whose emis-
sions add to high asthma and related 
illnesses levels.

The EIS for the Oak Point ramps 
will aid signifi cant joint public-pri-
vate investment into Hunts Point’s in-
dustrial section which include the $30 
million Regional Economic Develop-
ment Council investment to upgrade 
and renovate the Hunts Point Produce 
Market and the $20 million federally 

funded Rebuild by Design resiliency 
project will safeguard this region’s 
primary food supply center.

Combining the Sheridan with the 
adjacent West Farms Road into a bou-
levard would establish 326,000 square 
feet of developable land near the Bronx 
River.

On March 25, 2014, the City Council 
approved Resolution 15 calling for ac-
cess ramps from the Bruckner at Oak 
Point and retiring the Sheridan’s at-
grade portion.

In his 2015 State of the Borough ad-
dress, Borough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr. called for advancing the Bruckner 
and Sheridan expressway’s redevelop-
ment. 

With state legislative elected offi -
cials’ support, Assemblyman Marcos 
Crespos established an advocacy cam-
paign rallying for this proposal.

On March 5, Mayor de Blasio re-
vealed over the next 12 years, his ad-
ministration will invest $150 million 
into the Hunts Point food distribution 
center and its nearby neighborhood’s 
fortifi cation and revitalization.

“In its current condition, the Sheri-
dan and the surrounding community 
suffer from traffi c congestions, unsafe 
and confusing pedestrian walkways 
and lack of accessibility to our local 
parks. Our residents deserve a safe 
and vibrant community with access 
to their local parks and waterfronts 
which they can enjoy with their fam-
ilies,” Councilwoman Annabel Palma 
said.

“The southern Bronx River Water-
shed Alliance have been working to-
gether on this Bruckner and Sheridan 
redevelopment vision for 15 years and 
we feel the need for this project is re-
ally long overdue,” Elena Conte, Pratt 
Center for Community Development 
senior organizer stated.

On April 15, SBRWA wrote NYS-
DOT Commissioner Joan McDonald 
requesting $5 million in funding an 
EIS for the Oak Point ramps in the 45-
Day List and to start identifying funds 
to pay for their construction.
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org

Assemblyman Michael R. 
Benedetto will be sponsoring 
an AARP Driver Safety course 
on Saturday, May 23, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.  This course is a 
closed class with AARP.  

Space is limited.  Registra-
tion for this class begins on 
Monday, May 4, at 9:30 a.m.  
No reservations will be taken 
prior to that time!

To reserve a seat, call (718) 
892-2235. 

AARP Drive Safety Program
This 6-hour course will re-

fresh your driving knowledge 
with a review of time-tested 
safe driving tips.  Those who 
complete the course will re-
ceive a reduction of approxi-
mately 10 percent from the 
base rate of automobile and 
motorcycle liability premiums 
each year for three years.

The course will be held at 
the Fort Schuyler House, 3077 
Cross Bronx Expressway. 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Bronx Times Reporter 

will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, or e-mail Bronx-
times@aol.com. Please include 
a phone number or a way to 
contact you in case of ques-
tions. 

Good Luck Graduate

Xavier Jackson of Nor-
wood is graduating from 
Bronx Engineering & Tech-
nology Academy second in 
his class, with 94% average.  
Xavier, after being accepted 
to six schools across the coun-
try, has decided to attend 
Trinity College in Hartford, 
CT on a full academic schol-
arship. At Trinity, Xavier will 
major in Engineering and mi-
nor in Urban Studies and has 
been accepted in The Cities 
Program within the college’s 
Center for Urban and Global 
Studies. 

Remembering Doris

Doris Lorraine Files Na-

tella was born in the borough 

on September 19, 1923. 
She is preceded in death 

by her husband, Adam Na-
tella; brother, David Files; 
sister-in-law, Margaret Anna 
Werner-Files; nephew, Rich-
ard Files; and long time com-

panion, Kenneth Nelson.
Doris had a long career 

with the American Bank Note 
Company in the Bronx before 
retiring to live in Hawley, PA 
with her brother and sister-
in-law.  

She was very active with 
the AMVETS, and enjoyed 
all forms of crafting hobbies, 
and she had a keen eye for any 
craft project.

She was an absolutely in-
credible cook – so many fam-
ily celebrations revolved 
around her meals

She is survived by her 
niece and goddaughter, Do-
ris Tancredi and her hus-
band Michael;  nephew, Rob-
ert Files and his wife Andrea; 
nephew, David Files; and 

nine grand nieces and neph-
ews: Robert Files, wife Cara 
and great-grand nephew An-
thony; Briana Files-Warman, 
husband Jon and  great-grand 
niece, Alena; Christina Files, 
Kali Files-Eichas and hus-
band Adam, Colby Thomp-
son, Matthew Files, Shannon 
Files, Kevin Files and Court-
ney Thompson.  

Doris is also survived by 
her lifelong friend of 85 years, 
Theresa (Mascia) Gertz, orig-
inally from Harlem, and The-
resa’s four children – Linda, 
Donna, Judy and Richard and 
their families.

Interment was held at 
Woodlawn Cemetery on Sat-
urday, April 11. 

Xavier Jackson
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BREAKFAST

COLD STATION

HOT STATION

BEVERAGES

DESSERTS

$2995
 

$1495 

SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2015
SCAVELLO’S ON THE ISLAND

Treat Mom To  
Something Special

JOIN US AT SCAVELLO’S ON THE ISLAND  
FOR OUR 
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At the installation ceremony for Bronx Postmaster Lilliam Rodriguez, (l to r:) Richard Uluski, Northeast Area 
vice president; Richard Fedderman, representing Congressman Eliot Engel; Thomas Messina, representing 
Congressman Joseph Crowley; Congressman Jose Serrano; Rodriguez; William Schnaars, district manager-NY; 
Juan Paz,  fi nance manager, Caribbean District and Elvin Mercado, Postmaster, NY. Photo courtesy of the USPS

Our Summer Camp is a hit with everyone! Kids love the high-energy games 
and fun, excitement, movies, trips and snacks. Parents love the bonus of 
Martial Arts & Boxing lessons that teach Self-Defense.
*REGISTRATION IS ONGOING NOW - CALL TO RESERVE YOUR CHILDS SPOT!
ONE MONTH/TWO MONTH/EXTENDED PROGRAM - CALL FOR PRICE AND DETAILS!

OTHER PROGRAMS INCLUDE
Tae Kwon Do for all ages
Hapkido (Self Defense)
“Kickin Kids” After School Program
Body Blast - Cardio Kick Boxing
Private Classes available

Free pick up and drop 
off at designated area 
in Pelham Bay, Throggs 
Neck, and Co-Op City!

WANT A FUN, SAFE, 
AND EXCITING PROGRAM
FOR YOUR CHILD THIS SUMMER?

Come Join Our 2015 Karate Summer Camp!

FREE 
UNIFORM!

“DRAGONS PATH”
TAE KWON DO - HAPKIDO ACADEMY
229 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | 347-945-3172 | 917-742-2007 | WWW.DRAGONSPATHACADEMY.COM

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The borough’s new post-

master was offi cially sworn 
in during an installation cer-
emony at the Pregones The-
ater on April 24.

United States Postal Ser-
vice offi cials, local electeds, 
friends and family gathered 
to congratulate Lilliam Ro-
driguez on her appointment 
and witness her take the oath 
of offi ce.

Rodriguez started her 35-
year career with the postal 
service as a distribution clerk 
in Puerto Rico, and climbed 
the ladder as a manager be-
fore reaching her most re-
cent position as postmaster 
of San Juan.

She arrived to lead the 
Bronx as ‘offi cer-in-charge’ 
in December 2013 before be-
ing named postmaster in 
September.

As postmaster, Rodriguez 
oversees 1513 employees at 
45 stations and branches 
throughout the borough. 

The position has seen a 
fair number of turnovers in 
recent years—Rodriguez is 
the fi fth postal chief of the 
Bronx since 2009.

Bronx postmaster set to face challenges
But the newest postmaster 

said she has no intentions of 
leaving soon, and would love 
to fi nish out her career in the 
Bronx.

“I plan to stick around,” 
she said.

There are a number of 
challenges facing the post 
offi ce today, and Rodriguez 
acknowledged that there are 
issues with service in the 
Bronx that need to be ad-
dressed—chief among them 
long lines at branches and 
delayed delivery.

She said she has several 
ideas to reduce waits at the 
post offi ces through adjust-
ing the fl ow of services. 

For example, the lines at 
the Southern Boulevard lo-
cation near Hunts Point had 
been plagued with wait times 
that could be hours long, 
Community Board 2 told the 
Bronx Times earlier this 
month.

But after meeting with 
elected offi cials and the post-
master, the post offi ce re-
cently installed a navigator 
to resolve the issue.

Rodriguez said she’s been 
making an effort to meet with 

community leaders to listen 
to their complaints.

“I want to engage so that 

I can address all their con-
cerns,” she said. “I want to 
provide the best services, 

which the customer de-
serves.”
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310 Huguenot St. | New Rochelle, NY
914-633-9479 | modernrestaurant.com

Eggs Benedict
Scrambled Eggs
Sausage
Bacon
Home Fries
Fruit Salad
Pancakes
French Toast w/ 
Banana Foster

Assorted Muffi ns
Mini Pastries
Cookies

Carved Turkey & 
Ham
Salmon Dijon
Penne Vodka
Mashed Potatoes
Chicken Scarpariello

Shrimp Cocktail
Grilled Vegetables
Assorted Breads
Fresh Garden Salad
Cured Meats & 
Cheeses

Mother’s Day
Brunch Menu
11:00 AM–2:00 PM
UNLIMITED BELLINIS, BLOODY MARYS, MIMOSAS, 
COFFEE, TEA, SODA, AND JUICE

Adults 
$34 per person

Children (10 and under) 
$15 per person

PLUS TAX AND GRATUITY
(Reservations Recommended)

If you have a food allergy, please speak to the owner, 
manager, or your server.
TAX & GRATUITY NOT INCLUDED

VALET PARKING AVAILABLE

DINNER MENU AVAILABLE AFTER 3PM

GROUPS OVER 10 FAMILY STYLE MENU
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ONE DAY PLAZA EVENTONE DAY PLAZA EVENT
BONANZA

presents

SATURDAY, MAY 2- 11 AM -6PM
Corner of  

EAST TREMONT AVENUE and WESTCHESTER AVENUE  
(117 - 121 Westchester Square)

MUSIC

Cowboy/Cowgirl Hats  
to the First 100 Guests 

PRIZES
BOUNCE  HOUSE

BBO

SQUARE 

DANCING FACE 
PAINTING

PONY 
RIDES

CE

POTATO SACK RACERRRIIIDE
BALLOON ARTIST

N

ARTS & 

CRAFTS

Owner Carmine Zeppieri Jr. (l) with Carmine Zeppieri III at Zeppieri and Sons Italian Bakery in Pelham Bay. The 
bakery recently won WABC radio’s annual ‘Best of’ contest for their pastries. 
 Community News Group / Jaime Williams

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A local bakery recently 

won the title of ‘Best Pastries’ 
in the tri-state area during 
WABC radio’s annual contest.

Zeppieri & Sons Italian 
Bakery, a Pelham Bay institu-
tion, received the most votes in 
the online contest this spring.

“It was a really good feel-
ing,” said owner Carmine Zep-
pieri Jr. about the win.

They celebrated the con-
test at an event in Manhattan, 
where they handed out sam-
ples. Watching people enjoy 
the pastries and hearing their 
feedback was really reward-
ing, said Carmine Zeppieri III, 
who works in the bakery with 
his father.

“It was great to see and 
hear that people felt that way,” 
said Zeppieri III.

The family business has a 
long history in Pelham Bay, 
beginning when Carmine Zep-
pieri Sr. bought the bakery in 
1968, after working at the lo-
cation, previously called Al 
& Dom’s, for 10 years, his son 
said.

The business started as a 
bread bakery, and although 
over the years they expanded 

Zeppieri & Sons wins WABC pastry contest
into cakes, cookies and pas-
tries, Zeppieri Jr. said they’re 
still best known for the bread.

“So it’s a big accomplish-
ment to get recognized for our 
pastries,” he said.

They work hard to keep up 
with the times, now offering 
trendier items like red velvet 
cake.

“Over the years we’ve kept 
growing and changing, add-
ing new things while we keep 
it traditional,” said Zeppieri 
Jr.

Tradition means the baked 
goods are all still made from 
scratch with fresh ingredi-
ents, like the old-fashioned 
custard they use. 

And Italian classics, such 
a sfogiatelli, a fan-shaped pas-
try with a cheese fi lling, are 
still churned out despite the 
fact that they’re labor inten-
sive and take days to make.

Tradition is important to 
the family, who have become 
a permanent part of the neigh-
borhood over the more than 50 
years they’ve been baking.  

“There’s a sense of pride,” 
said Zeppieri Jr. about the 
place.

The bakery was a sec-

ond home to all the Zeppieri 
kids growing up, he said. At 
one point both his brothers 
worked there with him, and 
his daughter is now involved 
in the marketing of the busi-

ness, in addition to his son 
working at his side.

And the shop is where not 
just the family business, but 
the family, began—Zeppieri 
Sr. met the family’s matriarch 

when she was a sales girl at 
the bakery, and his sons have 
had similar fortune.

“It’s more than just a bak-
ery to us,” said Zeppieri III.
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Discover What’s In Store 
At Throggs Neck Shopping Center
Come shopping for great values at Throggs Neck Shopping Center—
����������	
�	�����������������������������������������
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�
service road. With more than 650 FREE parking spaces, 300,000 
��������������������	��������!�������"���	�#���������������������
more, there’s something for everyone to enjoy.  

H
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ervice R
d

Entrance E
ntrance

GREAT VALUES & CONVENIENT LOCATION

GRAND OPE
NING!

BX
 SP

ORT
S

Featuring top retail stores 
and restaurants 
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HOUSES
FOR SALE

$459,000

SCOVOTTI REAL ESTATE

233rd Vicinity Legal 2 Family, Detached 
Brick, 50x100, Currently Being Used As A 
Daycare, With Licenses.

City Island Property, 2 Lg. Pieces With 3 Cot-
tages On Each. 37.5x300. Property Listed at 
1.325 Million. + 1.431 Million. Eack Cottage 
Is Rented Out. There Is Also 400 Feet Of 
Reparian Rights. Total Property Is 75x280. 
Call For Showing And More Information

SECURITY DRUGS

“In my twenty years 
as a pharmacist, I’m 

happy to work for 

they take care of their 
customers.”

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist

FREE
DELIVERYWe Now Accept WIC

41st PCT.
Wednesday, April 22, 1:51 a.m. 

— Police reported a victim robbed at 
gunpoint at 1017 Westchester Avenue. 
Two perpetrators wearing hoodies, one 
masked, fl ed on Fox Street.

44th PCT.
Sunday April 19, 5:07 a.m. — Police 

responded to a shooting at 1050 College 
Avenue. A male victim, about 30 years 
old, was shot twice in the left side and 
was transported to Lincoln Hospital.

Sunday, April 19, 6:07 p.m. — Po-
lice responded to a shooting at 1121 Mor-
ris Avenue. Two suspects fl ed in a gray 
infi nity but were located and arrested. 
The victim was transported to Lincoln 

Hospital.

45th PCT.
Tuesday, April 21, 3:16 p.m. — Po-

lice reported a home invasion at 1245 
Edison Avenue. Two male suspects fl ed in 
a stolen 1999 Ford Explorer.

52nd PCT.
Thursday, April 23,  12:04 p.m. — A 

pedestrian was struck in a hit and run at 
East Gun Hill Road and Perry Avenue. A 
blue minivan fl ed westbound on East Gun 
Hill Road.

Friday, April 24,  6:40 p.m. — Police 
reported a bank robbery at gunpoint, at 
the Chase Bank at 90 W. 225th Street.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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Priya Ghadiali
B.S. - International Business,  ’15

DOBBS FERRY  |  MANHATTAN  |  BRONX  |  YORKTOWN HEIGHTS  |  ONLINE

� AFFORDABLE - ONE OF THE LOWEST 
    PRIVATE TUITIONS IN THE COUNTRY

� OVER 90 DEGREE AND
    CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS 

��A QUALITY, PRIVATE EDUCATION 

��EXECUTIVE FACULTY WITH 
    REAL-WORLD EXPERIENCE

��NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES
    WITH LEADERS OF TOP 
    COMPANIES

��PERSONAL ATTENTION

� FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING - DAYS, 
    NIGHTS, WEEKENDS, ONLINE

��ACTIVE-LEARNING MODEL
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Going deep

Dear editor,
May you continue to grow 

and prosper! ‘Bronx Times 
Reporter celebrates 35th an-
niversary’ (Patrick Rocchio 
-- April 24).  It  could not have 
come at a better time with the 
New York Daily News closing 
its Bronx Bureau offi ce earlier 
this year.  Daily newspapers 
such as the Times, Post, and 
Daily News concentrate on in-
ternational, Washington, Al-
bany, City Hall, business and 
sports stories. They have few 
reporters assigned to cover lo-
cal neighborhood news stories. 
These reporters have to com-
pete against colleagues for lim-
ited available print space. As a 
result, daily newspapers miss 
signifi cant news and political 
stories from Bronx communi-
ties.

Weekly newspapers based 
in the Bronx such as the Bronx 
Times and Bronx Times Re-
porter provide more in-depth 
coverage of local news not 
found in any daily newspaper.

Larry Penner

Broken Window
strategy works

Dear editor,:
I was robbed at gunpoint.  A 

neighbor called out my name 
and the guy ran. He jumped a 
turnstile a few subway stops 
away. Guess what? NYPD offi -
cers were at the station watch-
ing out for fare-beaters. He was 
caught with my wallet on him, 
and he went to prison.

Message to Mark-Viverito:  
continue to hold people ac-
countable for their actions.  

Message to NYPD Commis-
sioner Bratton:  this life-long 
Bronxite supports you. 

Dorothy A. Krynicki 

Please support
rent controls
Dear editor,
The rent laws are due to 

expire on June 15.  They will 
most certainly be renewed, but 
there is a danger they will be 
renewed in their current weak-
ened form.  Not only must the 
laws be renewed but they must 
be strengthened as well.  

Here at Janel Towers many 
of us are fi nding it increasingly 
diffi cult to make ends meet.  
Some of us are paying exorbi-
tant market rate rents because 
our apartments were deregu-

NYSDEC
kills good jobs
Dear editor,
Happy Earth Day!!!
Hey why not? As the song 

says “be happy-don’t worry”
New York’s energy future?  

High electric bills. An unde-
pendable power supply. Wither-
ing jobs in an economy increas-
ingly dragged down by state 
(and national) environmental-
ists and compliant governor, 
mayor, former mayor and state 
leaders who are intent on mov-
ing ‘beyond’ the current practi-
cal options for producing elec-
tricity with energy policies 
that defi es sanity.

Take Mike Bloomberg 
(please):  He has pledged about 
$80 million to the Sierra Club’s 
‘Beyond Coal’campaign to shut 
down half of all US coal plants 
by 2017 in a dubious effort to 
control the Earth’s tempera-
ture. New York doesn’t rely 
heavily on coal, the nation’s 
most affordable, abundant and 
reliable energy source. But 

vanquishing coal is just one 
front in a larger anti-energy 
crusade.

Take Governor Cuomo 
(please): In December after 
three years of intense scien-
tifi c evaluation he fi nally took 
the advice of Yoko Ono and 
Bobby Kennedy to ban frack-
ing in NYS. That will deny 
New Yorkers access to abun-
dant natural-gas supplies in 
our own state. Not only will 
such a ban drive up energy 
costs, it will also kill off jobs. 
One resident of New York’s 
beleaguered Southern Tier 
described his town as “dead 
in the water now,” thanks to 
Cuomo. (Even Bloomberg crit-
icized Cuomo’s ban as “mis-
guided.”)

Cuomo, Bloomberg, state 
‘leaders’ and their environmen-
talist allies are trying to move 
New York beyond natural gas 
and nuclear power, the state’s 
two largest and most reliable 
sources of electricity.

Gov. Cuomo ultimately 
wants to move the Empire State 
beyond coal, natural gas and 
nuclear — and into an ‘energy 
abyss’. 

The governor and state 
regulators (NYSDEC) have 
quietly proposed idling the In-
dian Point nuclear plant for 
100 days per year, ostensibly 
to protect fi sh during breeding 
season. Entergy, the plant’s op-
erator states “This is not about 
science. This is about closing 
what is a safe, clean, environ-
mentally responsible facility 
that generates electricity in a 
cost-effective manner for New 
Yorkers.” Entergy says the 
move would cost billions per 
year and could make the plant 
uneconomic.

While Cuomo bans proven 
energy producing technologies, 
he’s pushing solar. Last spring, 
the governor announced plans 
to spend $1 billion to boost New 
York’s solar output by three 
gigawatts — a tenfold increase 
over the next decade. That 
works out to $333,000 per mega-
watt-hour, which is more than 
17,000 times the $19.26 cost New 
York residents currently pay 
for electricity.

New York already has the 
fourth-highest residential elec-
tric rates in the country (made 
worse by the state’s outrageous 
energy taxes). Cuomo’s policies 
will push those prices higher 
still, while leaving the state’s 
energy supply vulnerable to 
the whims of the weather. 
Cuomo, Bloomberg and the en-
vironmental lobby will make it 

harder to live here, do business 
here and create jobs here, make 
blackouts more likely and take 
a tragic toll on the economy.

But hey—they’re ‘healing 
the planet’!  Be happy-don’t 
worry and have a happy Earth 
Day.

Carl J. Cannizzaro

Meet the mentor

Dear editor,
I am writing this letter to re-

quest a meeting with long-time 
Bronx community and youth 
advocate, Patricia Williams.

Through involvement with 
Allerton and Pelham Parkway 
public schools I have heard of 
the prominent role Mrs. Wil-
liams plays in our area public 
high schools.

Over the past few years I 
have been proud to partici-
pate in programming in pub-
lic schools such as M.S. 135 and 
Christopher Columbus High 
School campuses, and I’m ex-
cited about the upcoming mu-
ral that I’ll help paint with the 
student council of P.S. 89.

The face-to-face is always 
the clinching factor in decid-
ing how well people can work 
together. Now more than ever, 
the youth and teenagers of the 
Bronx need prominent commu-
nity fi gures such as us to work 
together to support and lead 
them in the right direction.

We have so many talented, 
ingenious students in our area 
public schools, and I feel that 
we need to harness and show-
case the abilities of these shin-
ing stars to set the benchmark 
for other teens to follow.

Mrs. Williams, you have 
been around much longer than 
I, and I would really benefi t by 
learning from your vast knowl-
edge and experience.

I feel that your experience 
and my youth can be a lethally 
lovely combination in combat-
ting teen violence, pregnancy 
and drug use, all while promot-
ing the positives that Bronx 
youth have to offer.

Please feel free to call me 
anytime at (347) 654-7044 so we 
can fi nally meet, discuss and 
envision an exciting future 
where the youth are no longer 
frowned upon, but looked up to, 
by people of all age groups in 
our borough.

Thank you, Mrs. Williams 
for your years of community 
advocacy. I look forward to 
working together with you for 
the betterment of our borough.

Raphael Schweizer

lated because of vacancy decon-
trol.  The rent stabilized ten-
ants have been slammed with 
two unfair permanent major 
capital rent increases over the 
past several years. 

Our tenants need the repeal 
of vacancy decontrol passed 
along with major capital im-
provement rent reform so that 
MCI rent increases will be only 
temporary surcharges and 
not permanent increases com-
pounded by the rent guidelines 
board increases. 

Unfortunately our assem-
blyman, Mark Gjonaj who 
claims to be an advocate for 
tenants is missing in action on 
those important bills. He is not 
a supporter or sponsor on these 
bills that will provide relief to 
our hard-working families at 
Janel Towers.  

Our tenant association 
board along with a number of 
our individual tenants have 
reached out to him by letter 
and we have not received any 
response from him. 

Mr. Gjonaj, why won’t you 
sign on as a sponsor to tenant 
bills A1865-A and A6054 that 
will benefi t families in your 
district? You cannot claim to be 
a tenant advocate and refuse to 
support important legislation.  
The tenants of the 80th Assem-
bly District deserve better. 

Barry Soltz, president

Janel Towers Tenants 

Association
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IT’S ALL ABOUT SPRING!
NEWEST DESIGNER FASHIONS ARRIVING DAILY

CLOTHING FACTORY WAREHOUSE

BOYS 6 BUCK
BLOWOUT! 

3FOR
$10

3FOR
$10

• SHORT SETS 
• TWILL/DENIM/ACTIVE SHORTS

CARGO OR JOGGER SHORTS $8

SHORT SLEEVE 
STRIPE POLOS

MOTHER’S DAY GIFTS
$10 & UNDER

Just for Mom
SPRING 
SHOES

$10

FOR THE 
ENTIRE FAMILY

HOTTEST MENS
FASHIONS

• GRAPHIC TEES • ACTIVE SHORTS
• SOLID TEES/V-NECKS • TANKS

FLIPS

GIRLS SPRING
ESSENTIALS 

$6 • JUNIOR SHORTS
• LADIES DRESSES
• PRINTED LEGGINGS
• NEW FASHION WATCHES

$5
• FASHION TOPS

& SOFT PANTS
• FASHION SKIRTS

• KNIT CAPRI JOGGERS
• DESIGNER SUNGLASSES

• VANITY SETS
• JEWELRY BOXES
• NEW SPRING

HANDBAGS

$8
PRINTED SUNDRESSES

YOUNG MENS
FASHION

KNITS  
$8

MENS
LINEN 
SETS 
$13

JOGGER PANTS
CARGO & 

JOGGER SHORTS
$10

FASHION 
SANDALS

50,000 DOZEN

MOTHER’S DAY
GIFTS
in stores

now!

COMFY
CASUAL
SLIP-ONS

$6

1.800.994.MILLS • formanmills.com • MON-SAT 9AM-9:30PM • SUN 10AM-7PM

$3

BATH & BODY SETS
SPRING SCARVES
FRAGRANCES
LADIES LOUNGE PANTS
& SLEEP SHORTS

$6 & UNDER GIFTS
FOR MOM!  

$1

• KNIT SHORTS 
• TEES • TANKS • SKIRTS

$5Just In!

Bronx, NY
156th & Third Ave. 

646-224-0575

Totowa, NJ
670 Union Blvd.
973-200-8063

East Orange, NJ
Main & S. Harrison

973-677-7163 

Elizabeth, NJ
647 Newark Ave.
908-353-0100

$8
BRANDED

SPORTS
BRAS
$3
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Building Successful Relationships in the Bronx

Defining The Difference

Left to right: Michael LaSalle, VP; Rebecca Polanco, First VP; David Isaac, VP and Denise Rodriguez, Assistant VP

We are…

 Lending
 Competitive
 Customer Focused

Rebecca Polanco 
First VP & Bronx Area Manager |  (347) 706-3312

www.hudsonvalleybank.com
“We are here for your business.”

 
Member FDIC

BY ROBERT WIRSING
After a harsh winter and 

unseasonably cold spring, 
Westchester Square’s ‘Fair @ 
The Square’ is bringing some 
much needed summertime 
fun to our borough. 

The 7th Annual Fair @ 
The Square is set for Satur-
day, June 20 from 11 a.m. un-
til 6 p.m. and will occupy 
Westchester Square’s streets 
between St. Raymond and 
Westchester avenues.

This free annual event 
presented by the Westchester 
Square Business Improve-
ment District and Image Mar-
keting promotes Westchester 
Square’s diverse and thriving 
community.

The Westchester Square 
Merchants Association, in 
partnership with the Bronx 
Council on the Arts and NYC 
Department of Parks and Rec-
reation, invites all to attend 
this event.

For more information, call 
(718) 395-1932.

According to Lisa Sorin, 
WSBID executive director, ap-
proximately 6,000 people are 
expected to attend this yearly 

7th Annual Fair @ The Square set
event which will feature a full 
array of live musical perfor-
mances, family fun, vendors, 
food, jewelry crafting, beauty 
products, coupons and raf-
fl es, donated books from the 
Huntington Free Library and 
Metro Optics vision screen-
ings.

“This is only my third Fair 
@ The Square as Westchester 
Square BID’s executive direc-
tor and I have seen this event 
grow from a block party to a 
full-blown fair complete with 
live performances and family 
friendly entertainment. 

“We are very particular 
in selecting our musical acts 
which span all genres and 
generations and as the com-
munity has grown, so, too has 
the fair,” she said. 

The multicultural event 
attracts thousands of fair-go-
ers throughout the day and 
boasts an all day concert se-
ries hosted by Dennis ‘Dion’ 
Nardone of WVOX 1460AM 
Radio; Valerie Smaldone, New 
York’s 106.7 Lite FM’s former 
#1 radio host and fi ve-time 
Billboard Magazine Awards 
winner, and Artie Rodriguez 

of the Diamante Show.
According to Sorin, this se-

ries will feature approximately 
15 such popular area artists as 
Just Nuts, New York’s premier 
party band; the King, an Elvis 
impersonator; Gene DiNapoli; 
FDR Drive; Matt Violinist; 
Brenda K. Starr, and many 
more with the best contempo-
rary Latin and Hip Hop scenes 
taking the stage.

She added there will be 
around 10 to 12 acts headlin-
ing the youth and community 
performances at Owen Do-
len Park featuring kid DJ Al-
den, local community singers 
and dancers, and even a ‘little 
king’ kid Elvis!

Further, this year’s edition 
will feature the Bronx Council 
on the Arts’ artisans showcas-
ing local artists’ works, a MTA 
antique bus, and a kid’s activ-
ity area which includes face 
painting and arts and crafts 
by the Westchester Square-
Zerega Improvement Organi-
zation.

A FDNY Smoke House and 
antique fi re engine, a rock 
wall, various games, exhibits 
and other fun family activi-

ties as well as a parade of mer-
chants and vendors displaying 
their products, services, and 
wares will be prominent.

“The Fair @ The Square 
is part of a longstanding tra-
dition and vision of making 
Westchester Square the pre-
mier place to shop and and 
visit. This is a day of music, 
entertainment, and family fun 

and is the perfect opportunity 
for everyone to visit, sit back 
and enjoy as well as celebrate 
the life that is all around us,” 
Sorin expressed.

Sorin would like to thank 
the organizations, elected of-
fi cials, sponsors, performers, 
and WSBID board of directors 
for their help in making 2015’s 
Fair @ The Square possible.  

Part of a musical performance from last year’s Fair @ the Square. 
 File Photo
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CAREER INFORMATION SEMINARS
SATURDAY,  MAY 2*, 10:30 AM
WEDNESDAY,  MAY 13, 6:30 PM
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PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS IN:

Find out about Financial Assistance available**
** depending upon eligibility.

INVEST IN YOURSELF 

For more information, please call Lehman College Continuing Education at
"�#$%&�$#������������'''(�����	(���)
�

� Home Health Aide
���������	�
�����������������
����
� EKG/Phlebotomy, Nurse Technician
� Dental Assistant
� Pharmacy Technician
���������	�����������	�������������
� Alcoholism & Substance Abuse Counseling
������	�������������

� Business Bookkeeping
� Personal Financial Planning
� Small Business/ Entrepreneurship
� IRS Enrolled Agent
� Microsoft Specialist
���������������	���������
� A+ Computer Technician
� Graphics & Web Design

FRIDAY,  MAY 8, 10:30 AM
HEALTH CAREERS INFORMATION SEMINAR 

���+-./��	�+�	
������4����������������5��	��+�	
����

* MEET +79�;<=.�>�?==.�@B?-<;B/��<G5<B��>�@-��=<�+B���COORDINATOR!

LEARN ABOUT HIGH-GROWTH CAREERS
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All St. Helena & Msgr. Scanlan  
Business/Commercial High School  

alumni are invited to the

School Reunion 
Saturday, May 16th - 1 - 5pm

at the site of the former Business School 
915 Hutchinson River Parkway

Please visit scanlanhs.edu to purchase your tickets  
and  consider donating to the Business School memorial plaque. 

To add your name to our alumni database  
or to donate a prize or product to the reunion,  
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PER CRUCEM AD LUCEM

$40 pp

�
���.�����;�����
��<� 
wine, beer, soft drinks & dessert

Sr. Jean Thomas
Our Guest of Honor

‘BESA: The Promise’ is a documentary detailing the never-before-told 
story of Albanians harboring and protecting Jews during WWII. 
 Photo courtesy of Eye Contact Foundation

BY ROBERT WIRSING
An untold story of World 

War II heroism will soon be 
shared just in time for the 
war’s soon approaching 70th 
anniversary.

On Tuesday, May 5 from 
noon to 3 p.m., Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj and Senator Jeff 
Klein will commemorate the 
70th anniversary of WWII’s 
end as well as the heroic ac-
tions of Albanians safeguard-
ing the Jewish population.

All are invited to attend 
the Albany-based event be-
ing held inside the Assembly 
Parlor’s Room 306 located on 
the New York State Capitol 
Building’s 3rd fl oor.

Limited transportation to 
this event will be provided 
and veterans from all eras, 
especially WWII, are invited 
to attend this prestigious 
event. 

To RSVP, contact Natha-
lia Fernandez at (646) 966-
3537, Ilirjan Fundo at (917) 
459-8912, Sebastian Leven-
son at (212) 239-7323 or email 
assemblymangjonajevents@
gmail.com.

The event’s reception will 
feature a trailer for the doc-
umentary, ‘BESA the Prom-

Albanians’ wartime heroism recognized in Albany
ise,’ in addition to the trav-
eling exhibition, ‘BESA: 
Albanians that saved Jews 
during WWII,’ a display of 
photographs and stories de-
picting the real life compas-
sion and altruism exhibited 
by ordinary citizens saving 
others from tyranny.

The 86-minute documen-
tary follows Rexhep Hoxha, 
Muslim Albanian toy maker 
who sets off 60 years after the 
war to fulfi l a ‘besa’ made to 
the Jewish family his father 
rescued during the Holocaust 
by returning three precious 
books to the family’s last sur-
viving member. 

Assemblyman Gjonaj ex-
plained ‘besa’ is a code of 
honor deeply rooted in Al-
banian customs where one 
takes responsibility for help-
ing those in need and be-
ing hospitable regardless of 
a person’s personal or reli-
gious beliefs.

During WWII, Albanians, 
a majority of whom were 
Muslim, harbored and pro-
tected Jews who lived among 
them as part of their family. 

“Albania was one of the 
few countries to have more 
Jews after the Second World 

War ended than before it 
started. The reason was be-
cause over 2,000 Jews fl ed the 
Nazi regime’s persecution 
and entered Albania which 
was a safe haven during the 
war,” he revealed.

During WWII the coun-
try offered Jewish refugees 
shelter, but after the war, 
the Communist regime de-
manded Albanians sever all 
ties with their Jewish com-
patriots.   

The upcoming historical 

reception will feature Al-
banian president H.E. Bu-
jar Nishani as its keynote 
speaker; photographer Nor-
man Gershman as guest of 
honor; and special guest 
Professor Mordecai Paldiel, 
Ph.D., the Department of the 
Righteous at Yad Vashem’s 
former director.

Klein and Gjonaj will read 
a proclamation honoring 
Gershman and at 3 p.m. both 
NYS legislative houses will 
read resolutions commemo-

rating Albanians for aiding 
the Jews during the Holo-
caust as well as WWII’s 70th 
anniversary.  

“I’m proud we’re having 
this event at the state capi-
tal to honor our veterans 
and their families as well as 
having this untold story of 
heroism shared during to-
day’s uncertain climate and 
worldwide tensions,” Gjonaj 
expressed. “These incredi-
ble stories of compassion and 
courage help reaffi rm the 
goodness in humanity.”

“As the grandson of Holo-
caust survivors, I am espe-
cially moved by and thank-
ful to those who risked their 
lives to shelter and protect 
millions of Jewish refugees 
during one of the darkest 
chapters in human history,” 
Senator Klein shared.

“The 70th anniversary 
of the end of World War II 
marks a time of deep refl ec-
tion for us all. I am humbled 
by the remarkable efforts 
of the Albanians to help the 
Jewish population during 
this tragic period and also 
the work of the photographer 
Norman Gershman who was 
able to document this story.”
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Dr. Edward Rogoff has been selected 
to lead the LIU Brooklyn School of 
Business, Public Administration and 
Information Sciences. Dr. Rogoff is 
the recipient of the 2010 Outstanding 
Educator of the Year award, given 
by The United States Association of 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship. 
He joins LIU Brooklyn from Baruch 
College, where he directed the Lawrence 
N. Field Center for Entrepreneurship. 
Dr. Rogoff founded the CUNY Center 
for Student Entrepreneurship and was 
instrumental in developing nationally 
ranked undergraduate and graduate 
Entrepreneurship programs.

“The LIU community is privileged 
to have Dr. Rogoff join our University,” 
said Dr. Kimberly R. Cline, president 
of LIU. “A leader in business 
curriculum development and an 
experienced entrepreneur, he has 
a deep understanding of New York 
City, national, and global business 
landscapes. Dr. Rogoff’s vision for the 
University’s business-focused academic 
programming reaffi rms LIU’s growing 
reputation as a leading experiential 

learning university.”
“It is an honor to join LIU Brooklyn, 

a rising university rife with opportunity 
and a palpable spirit of entrepreneurial 
thinking,” said Dr. Rogoff. “I look forward 
to working with the esteemed faculty 
at LIU Brooklyn to bring the School of 
Business, Public Administration and 
Information Sciences to new levels of 
achievement. My approach has always 
been to teach students to be business 
leaders, not to teach students about 
business leadership.”

“I see the rapid change in technology, 
fi nancial systems, and entrepreneurship 
support systems as new demands 
on business education and great 
opportunities for LIU with its current 
curriculum in these areas, strong 
faculty, and involvement with many of 
the leading businesses in these sectors,” 
said Rogoff. “We need to keep evolving 
to meet these needs and anticipate the 
coming demands on business schools,” 
he said.

Dr. Rogoff prides himself on building 
what he calls “structures of opportunity” 
to serve LIU Brooklyn students, the 

University community, and New York 
City. According to Rogoff, exceptional 
opportunities exist in the form of 
potential synergies with leaders and 
organizations helping to take advantage 
of downtown Brooklyn’s preeminence in 
real estate, technology, and arts activity 
and commerce.

“Dr. Rogoff possesses the rare 
combination of entrepreneurial skill and 
educational creativity, said Dr. Jeffrey 
Kane, vice president for Academic 
Affairs.”  He has a well-deserved 
reputation for making a difference at the 
convergence of business, scholarship, 
and community. We are delighted about 
the educational and career opportunities 
Dr. Rogoff’s leadership brings to current 
and future LIU Brooklyn students.”

LIU Brooklyn’s business-focused 
students and academic programs are 
well known in New York City business 
and higher education communities. 
Students currently hold competitive 
internship positions at the Barclays 
Center, the Brooklyn Nets, New 
York Stock Exchange, and the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, among others. 

LIU Brooklyn’s School of Business also 
enjoys partner affi liations with the “Big 
Four” accounting fi rms, where students 
and alumni intern, work, and excel. As 
a result, LIU Brooklyn is ranked among 
the Top 50 Colleges in the Northeast for 
Salary potential by Payscale.com.

Dr. Edward Rogoff is the author 
of two books, The Entrepreneurial 
Conversation and Bankable Business 
Plans, and his work has been published 
in The New York Times, The Journal 
of Small Business Management, 
Entrepreneurship Research Journal, 
and Forbes.  He holds a B.A., M.B.A., 
M.A., and Ph.D. from Columbia 
University.

LONG ISLAND UNIVERSITY

LIU is one of the nation’s largest 
private universities. Since its founding 
in 1926, LIU has provided high quality 
academic programs taught by world-
class faculty.  LIU offers 500 accredited 
programs to more than 20,000 students 
and has a network of over 200,000 alumni 
that includes leaders in industries 
across the globe. Visit liu.edu for more 
information.

Entrepreneur and Visionary Edward Rogoff Selected as Dean 
of LIU Brooklyn School of Business

Find out.
liu.edu/brooklyn/business

 

 

 

 

Choose from 4 Academic Areas:

Take the Next Step at LIU Brooklyn’s 

School of Business, 
Public Administration
and Information Sciences

LIU Brooklyn School of Business,
Public Administration and Information Sciences
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From the president, students, faculty

and staff of York College/CUNY:

From the president, students, faculty

and staff of York College/CUNY:

CONGRATULATIONS  

to all ACCEPTED STUDENTS  

to our College!

CONGRATULATIONS  

to all ACCEPTED STUDENTS  

to our College!

Sunday, May 3rd, 2015

You and your parents or guardians are cordially 

invited to the newly-admitted students’reception. 

This is an exciting time in your life, and we’re 

delighted to welcome you to the amazing 

community and traditions of York College.

Here are five reasons you and your family  
should attend the Accepted Students’ 
Reception:

  Confirm your place in the incoming class  

 Learn more about our exciting programs and majors  

 Learn about student life and pre-registration steps  

 Speak with Admissions and Financial Aid Counselors 

 Tour our 50-acre state-of-the-art campus

Join us for this exciting event!
Sunday, May 3rd, 2015
RSVP by visiting www.york.cuny.edu/accepted

or calling 718-262-2165. The program will 

commence at 12:00 sharp and conclude at 

approximately 4:00 p.m. in the Atrium of the 

Academic Core Building, 94-20 Guy R. Brewer 

Blvd., Jamaica, NY 11451.

Alfredo Thiebaud 
 Photos courtesy of the Borough President Diaz’s 
offi ce

Dolph Schayes 

Malik Yoba

Stacey Dash 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Four outstanding individuals that 

are among the borough’s fi nest will be 
enshrined on the Bronx Walk of Fame 
as part of the Bronx Week 2015 festivi-
ties. 

Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. 
has announced that actress and televi-
sion commentator Stacey Dash, early 
National Basketball Association star 
Dolph Schayes, longtime business 
leader and philanthropist Alfredo Thie-
baud and actor and activist Malik Yoba 
will be honored during Bronx Week 
2015, and have their names immortal-
ized on the Bronx Walk of Fame, on 
the Grand Concourse near East 161st 
Street.

Bronx Week 2015, the 44th annual, 
will include more than a week of events 
from Friday, May 8 to Sunday, May 17. 
Many are free, and almost all do not 
require any ticket, with the notable ex-
ception of a star-studded gala called the 
Bronx Ball. 

“Bronx Week is always a great time 
to honor the famous men and women 
who grew up in our borough and wel-
come them back home to The Bronx,” 
said Diaz. “Great things are happen-
ing in our borough, and I urge our bor-
ough’s residents and visitors alike to 
spend the week celebrating the contri-
butions of our Bronx businesses, veter-
ans, seniors, youth, volunteers and our 
hometown greats.” 

The honorees will have street signs 
dedicated in their honor on the walk of 
fame. All have roots in the Bronx, and 
Thiebaud was a fi xture in the borough’s 
business community as the founder of 
Delicioso Coco Helado before his un-
timely accidental death. 

Dash may be best known for her role 
in the 1995 fi lm ‘Clueless’ and as a con-
tributor to Fox News, where she is a 
commentator on culture.  

“I am very grateful to have been cho-
sen to be a part of such an important 
and signifi cant event in the borough of 
my birth, a place that left an impact in 
my life and made me who I am – Bronx 
Strong,” said Dash, who has appeared 
in numerous television and fi lm roles. 

NBA all-star Dolph Schayes grew up 
in University Heights and led the Dew-
itt Clinton High School basketball team 
to a borough championship in the 1940. 

He played in 12 NBA All Star Games 
and six All-NBA fi rst teams. 

“Growing up in the Bronx made a 
huge impact on my life and made me 
who I am,” said Schayes. “This bor-
ough is very special to me and I am very 
grateful to be recognized by Borough 
President Diaz.”

Thiebaud helped create work for bor-
ough residents and brighten the spirits 
of those who enjoyed and continue to en-
joy his fl avored ice in summer. 

“Alfredo was a friend, and he was 
someone the people of the Bronx could 
always count on for support. He created 
thousands of jobs during his career, and 
his business has become synonymous 
with summer in New York City,” said 
Diaz.

2015 Bronx Week honorees

Yoba is an actor in Fox’s, Empire, a 
hip-hop drama that centers on a music 
industry heavyweight who is about to 
take his company public. 

“This is an honor to be inducted into 
the Bronx Walk of Fame, a borough that 
taught me the values of life and giving 
back to the community,” said Yoba.

Diaz will be announcing more about 
Bronx Week 2015 at a press conference 
scheduledfor Sunday, May 3. 



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MAY 1-7, 2015 19  BTR

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm
Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919
1554 Paulding Ave
Bronx, NY 10462 www.giordanosbigg.com

 CHECK US OUT.
FULL LINE OF MEAT, 
SEAFOOD AND DELI.

COME IN AND HAVE A 
FREE CUP OF COFFEE

ALL MEATS
CUSTOM CUT

YOUR WAY

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE
DELIVERY

ON PURCHASES 
OVER $50

7 DAYS
A WEEK

WHOLE RIB
OF BEEF

$799 lb.

CUSTOM
CUT
FREE

REG. PRICE $999 lb

RIB STEAKS
TRIMMED

$899 lb.
REG. PRICE $1299 lb

ITALIAN STYLE

PORK SAUSAGE
SWEET OR HOT
5 LBS. OR MORE

$299 lb.

ST. LOUIS RIBS
W/ B.B.Q. SAUCE

SEASONED AND SMOKED

BUY 2 GET 1

FREE

$1000

ITALIAN STYLE

CHICKEN
SAUSAGE
BUY 1 PACK
GET 1 PACK

FREE

CHICKEN
LEG 1/4s

10 LBS. FOR

FRESH
CHUCK CHOP
5 LBS. OR MORE

$399 lb.

FRESH
HAMBURGERS

$599 lb.

$5899
ALL THIS FOR

3 lbs Spare Ribs
3 lbs Chicken Breasts
2 Pks Sabrett Beef Franks
3 lbs 1/4 Legs
2 lbs Sausage
3 lbs Chuck Chop

BARBECUE FEAST ULTAMATE BIG G PLAN
40 1/4 lb Hamburgers
25 Shish-Ka-Bobs
50 All Beef Franks
5 lbs Italian Pork or
         Chicken Sausage
36 Hamburger Rolls
48 Hot Dog Rolls

$14999
ALL THIS FOR

$2999
ALL THIS FOR

30 All Beef Franks
24 Hot Dog Rolls
1 - 12oz Mustard
1 - 2 lb Saurkraut
1 - 1 lb Sabrett Onions

$2699
ALL THIS FOR

12 1/4 lb Hamburgers
12 Hamburger Rolls
24 Slice American Singles 
1-14oz Ketchup

HAMBURGER PLAN

LET’S TAKE CARE OF MOM

JUMBO COOKED COCKTAIL SHRIMP $1499 lb. REG.
$19.9916-20 CT.
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LEHMAN COLLEGE: Where Adults Succeed!

   BACHELOR’S DEGREES
     Over 50 majors or design your own

   MASTER OF ARTS IN LIBERAL STUDIES
     �ocused on your s�eci�c interest

   RN to BS ONLINE
     RN’s with an Associate’s Degree & NY License Should Apply!

ADP INFORMATION SESSIONS: MARCH/APRIL
call: 718-960-8666

email: adult.degree@lehman.cuny.edu
or visit Lehman Campus, Carman Hall 128

for schedule of sessions and to register to attend.

Bachelor’s & Master’s Degrees to Enhance Your Career 

CREDIT FOR PRIOR LEARNING
PERSONALIZED ADVISING

AFFORDABLE TUITION

CLASSES OFFERED DAY, EVENING, WEEKEND AND ONLINE

www.lehman.cuny/adultdegree

ADULT DEGREE PROGRAM

ADP INFORMATION SESSIONS: APRIL/MAY

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A Preston High School se-

nior was recently awarded 
with the prestigious Evans 
Scholarship.

Madeleine Giannini, a 
Throggs Neck resident, has 
won a full ride to Purdue Uni-
versity through the scholar-
ship foundation specifically 
for golf caddies, run through 
the Western Golf Associa-
tion.

The scholarship, awarded 
on a strong caddie record, 
excellent academics, finan-
cial needs and outstanding 
character, was a perfect fit 
for Giannini, who spent the 
summer caddying at the 
Greenwich Country Club in 
Connecticut.

The job appealed to Gian-
nini, who plays soccer, bas-
ketball, and softball during 
the school year.

“I like being outside, and 
I like being active,” said Gi-
annini.

She also enjoyed meeting 

Preston senior wins 
Evans Scholarship award

new people through the job, 
and said that she learned 
about Purdue University 
from someone she caddied 
for. 

When she visited the 
school, she found it to be a 
perfect match, with both 
the academic reputation and 
sports scene she was seek-
ing.

When she arrives at Pur-
due, Giannini plans to study 
civil engineering. She said 
she was always attracted to 
math and science, and she 
decided on her future career 
after an engineering pro-
gram at Manhattan College 
this summer. 

In addition to her sports 
and school work, Giannini 
is also Preston’s senior class 
president and is heavily in-
volved in the school’s stu-
dent government.

“I like being busy,” she 
said.

When she learned she had 
received an Evans Scholar-

ship, Giannini said she was 
shocked and then thrilled.

“It means the world to 
me,” she said. “It proves that 
all my hard work, and all my 
parents’ hard work has re-
ally paid off.”

She said she’s lucky that 
the scholarship, which cov-
ers tuition and provides 
housing for four years, will 
allow her to graduate with 
out the financial burden of 
debt.

“I’m extremely fortunate 
to have this,” said Giannini.

She hopes to encourage 
other students to look in to 
the scholarship foundation, 
which currently has 870 cad-
dies enrolled in 18 universi-
ties and is planning to ex-
pand the program across the 
country, with a goal of send-
ing more than 1,000 caddies 
to college annually by 2020.

“I want to be an example 
and spread the Evans Legacy 
to the East Coast,” she said. Preston High School senior Madeleine Giannini. 

 Photo courtesy of the Western Golf Association
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SPOTO’S
FINE NEOPOLITAN & SICILIAN CUISINE

4005 East Tremont Ave.
Bronx, NY 10465

718-828-5613
www.SpotosNYC.com

BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!

Mother’s Day
—CALL FOR YOUR RESERVATION—

TOO TIRED TO COOK? 
Let us do it for you...Free Delivery!

OUTSIDE OFF PREMISE CATERING DELIVERED DOOR TO DOOR

SPOTO’S NOW

DELIVERS
7 DAYS A WEEK! DAY AND NIGHT! 

STARTING AT 12PM! 

NOW 
SERVING A 
FULL PIZZA 

MENU!

Come 
enjoy our 
elegant 
wine bar!

Join us on                     for daily specials

Dates are available…
Banquet room seats up to 100 people

All parties supervised by Peter

Exquisite Catering at Affordable Prices
We specialize in family functions!

CALL NOW TO BOOK YOUR NEXT AFFAIR!

SPOTO’S MENU IS ON ITS WAY TO YOU
or view it on our website: www.SpotosNYC.com
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(Right) A fi re hydrant located on Randall and 
Calhoun avenues was running water non-
stop for about three weeks before it was 
fi xed by the DEP. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A broken fi re hydrant that was run-

ning water for weeks was fi nally fi xed.
According to neighborhood resi-

dents, a fi re hydrant located on the cor-
ner of Randall and Calhoun avenues 
that had been uncontrollably gushing 
water for about three weeks has fi nally 
been repaired.

The problem began at the begin-
ning of the month, when local resi-
dents called 311 repeatedly in attempts 
to fi x the broken hydrant but were not 
initially responded to. 

Some residents even fi led com-
plaints with the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection and the FDNY, 
but no action resulted.

“I fi led numerous complaints with 
311, the DEP, as well as the fi re depart-
ment, which were not responded to for 
weeks,” said Evan Wilder, a Throggs 
Neck resident. “All that was accom-
plished in that two-week period was 
that a cone was put next to and on top 
of the fi re hydrant while it continued 
to gush water.”

A two-liter plastic container was 
also placed under the running water 
to contain the excess spillage, which 
accomplished little, considering the 
fact that fi re hydrants with red tops 
run hundreds of gallons of water per 
minute and fi re hydrants with orange 
tops run between 501-1000 gallons per 

After weeks, DEP repairs leaking hydrant
minute. The type of fi re hydrant has 
not been confi rmed. 

Concerned residents, began to 
worry about low water pressure and 
high water bills, as well as the envi-
ronment as a whole.

“Given the drought in California 
and elsewhere in the southwest part 
of the United States, I fi nd it absolutely 
deplorable that such a simple problem 
was allowed to persist for so long - it’s 
city negligence,” said Wilder. 

Finally, about two weeks after the 
fi re hydrant problem began, the De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion went to the location to   attempt a 
repair, but to no avail after three trys.

The following week, however the 
fi re hydrant was fi nally repaired by 
the DEP, who had to open up the con-
crete sidewalk to get to the problem. 

They determined that the cause of 
the water leak was a broken valve in 
the hydrant .
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HOLY FAMILY CHURCH

            Saturday, May 2, 2015

COLOR TV

and many more great prizes!

Card Party
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the

Reservations: 718-654-4200
3371 Eastchester Road, Bronx, N.Y. 

One Hour Smorgasboard
Four Hours Dining & Dancing

Featuring:
Deluxe Cocktail Hour

• Carving Station 
• Seafood Station • Pasta Station 

• Chafing Station 
• Antipasto Station

Rigatoni alla Vodka
Spring Salad

•Roast Prime Rib of Beef
•Stuffed Chicken 
•Sauteed Salmon 

• Mix Vegetables
• Stuffed Potato

•Eastwood Dessert 

Alive 'n' Kickin' 
Orchestra

Choice of:Dinner
ENJOY UNLIMITED

ROLLING BAR
THROUGHTOUT

THE DINNER

FREE
Gift for

Mom!

All for$5800
Plus 10% Gratuities
Includes sales tax

per person

1/2 
Price
For Children
Under 12

No Charge
For Children
Under 5

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The New York Public Li-

brary is getting hotter - for In-
ternet users.

The second round of the 
NYPL’s Wi-Fi hotspot lending 
program was announced by 
NYPL offi cials and City Coun-
cil Speaker Melissa Mark-Vi-
verito on April 23 at the Mott 
Haven Library.

The program, fi rst intro-
duced in December, allows 
library patrons who cannot 
afford Internet at home to bor-
row the devices for up to a 
year. 

“The goal simply is to pro-
vide more Internet access to 
those that don’t have it,” said 
Mark-Viverito of the initia-
tive, calling the Internet a ne-
cessity in this day and age.

NYPL president Tony Marx 
said there are an estimated 2 
million New Yorkers who can-
not afford the Internet, despite 
the fact that connectivity is 
required more and more often 
for ordinary tasks such as do-
ing homework or applying for 
jobs. 

People rely on the libraries 
for Internet, said Marx, and 

NYPL expands Wi-Fi lending program

branches regularly see pa-
trons sitting outside before or 
after the library opens, trying 
to use the signal during the 
off-hours.

“We can’t be having our fel-
low citizens picking up crumbs 
of Internet that bleed through 
closed doors,” said Marx.

The Library HotSpot pro-
gram aims to help close the 
‘digital divide’ between those 
who can afford Internet and 
those who can’t.

The fi rst round of lending 

was reserved for patrons who 
either themselves or their 
children were enrolled in one 
of the library’s educational 
program, but now eligibility 
to borrow a device has been 
expanded to anyone over 18 
with a fi ne-free library card.

The hotspots will be avail-
able during lending events at 
11 NYPL branches in high-
need neighborhoods through-
out the Bronx, Manhattan, 
and Staten Island from now 
through May 5. Bronx loca-

tions include Hunts Point, Mel-
rose, Edenwald and the Bronx 
Library Center.  The library 
plans to increase the number 
of sites offering the program 
over the summer.

The initiative was funded 
by a partnership between the 
city, the NYPL, Google, the 
Knight Foundation, the Robin 
Hood Foundation, and the 
Open Society Foundation.

“The library and Google, 
we share a mission,” said Wil-
liam Floyd, head of external 

affairs for Google New York. 
“We’re both dedicated to mak-
ing the world’s information 
universally accessible to ev-
eryone.”

At the announcement, pro-
gram participant Olivia Tec-
ualt, translated by Mark-Viv-
erito, said that having Internet 
at home has helped her to be 
a more engaged parent. Her 
kids are now able to complete 
their assignments at home, 
where she can help, and when 
she has trouble understand-
ing instructions in English, 
the Internet can help provide 
her with translations.

Mott Haven resident, Maria 
Garcia, was excited to pick up 
her Wi-Fi hot spot at the lend-
ing event after the announce-
ment. 

She’s involved in a college 
prep program with a lot of 
homework that requires the 
Internet, and said she’d been 
using the Internet at her boy-
friend’s home to complete her 
work. She’s looking forward 
to being able to do her assign-
ments at home now.

“It’ll benefi t me so much,” 
said Garcia.

A library patron and City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito check out a Wi-Fi hotspot at the Mott Haven 
Library on April 23. Photo courtesy of the NYPL
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Senator Jeff Klein and Assemblyman Michael Benedetto with the poster contest winners on 
Friday, April 24. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Klein’s offi ce

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A group of 20 children were honored 

for their artistic ability in a healthy 
eating-themed poster contest. 

Senator Jeff Klein and Assembly-
man Michael Benedetto honored the 
young artists whose posters on the 
theme “eat well, play well,” were cho-
sen from hundreds of submissions as 
part of the Throggs Neck Community 
Action Partnership’s 15th Annual 
Poster Contest. 

An awards ceremony took place at 
Fort Schuyler House in Throggs Neck 
on Friday, April 24. 

“Staying active and eating well are 
critically important for our young-
sters,” said Klein. “It’s never too early 
to promote a healthy lifestyle and this 
year’s poster contest does just that – 
increasing awareness of fun fi tness 
activities, encouraging smart food 
choices and boosting student engage-
ment.” 

Benedetto told the children of his 
own experiences, saying that as a child 
he certainly played well, but he did not 
always eat well. He stressed the impor-
tance of the topic. 

After Benedetto and Klein fi nished 
speaking, both men called the win-
ning children up one-by-one. Klein 
gave them certifi cates and Benedetto 
handed out gift cards. 

The winning youngsters were Kayla 
Barreto, Danielle Bernfeld, Krys-
tal Conde, Kaitlyn Dallaris, Kristian 
Engeldrum, Fatima Esquivel, Zofi a 
Gomez, Maritza Irizarry, Lucas Jime-
nez, Ariel Lara, Sheridyn Melendez, 
Mackenzie Merenda, Nelson Nunez, 
Chantel O’Brien, Zoe Oxley, Justin 
Pereira, Lia Saez, Moshea Smart, Le-
sile Vasquez and Leonardo Vega. 

Participating schools and agencies 
were Kips Bay Boys and Girls Club, 
Mott Hall Community School, Phipps 
Beacon @ I.S. 192, P.S. 14 YMCA After 
School Program, P.S. 304, P.S. 72, Pres-
ton Center of Compassion After School 
Program, St. Benedict School and St. 

Frances de Chantal School. 
Also honored at the event was co-

alition member Patrick Caruso, who 
attends TNCAP’s monthly roundta-
ble meetings on behalf of Community 
Board 10 as its constituant and busi-
ness liaison. 

Caruso said that he was pleased to 
accept the award because it is a valida-
tion of CB 10’s work. 

Congratulating him was CB 10 
chairman Martin Prince and district 
manager Ken Kearns. 

TNCAP chairwoman Frances 
Maturo said that the event is an impor-
tant one for the organization, which 
started out trying to prevent teen 
drinking in Throggs Neck and has 
since branched out. She said that the 
poster contest draws a big response ev-
ery year. 

“The great part is we provide (the 
school or agency’s) with lesson plan for 
the teachers to use with the students, 
who then go home and work on the proj-
ect,” she said, adding “Whether it is 
underage drinking or eating healthy, 
the whole point of it is to be about both 
school and home.” 

The theme of the contest was also 
an opportunity to speak to the chil-
dren about sports and exercise, said 
Maturo. 

About 700 students from the third 
through eight grades submitted post-
ers. 

At the event, Chrys Napolitano was 
at a table that had offerings about a 
Community Supported Agriculture 
Project that can provide families with 
freshly grown local produce. 

Leah Gambolati of Shape Up NYC 
provided the children and their par-
ents with a fi tness demonstration. 

TNCAP stated that the poster cam-
paign was made possible by contribu-
tions from Senator Klein, the 45th Pre-
cinct Community Council, Target at 
the Throggs Neck Shopping Center, 
Fort Schuyler House, and Trump Golf 
Links at Ferry Point. 

TNCAP poster contest 
winners announced

2815 Middletown Road 
(next door to Frank’s Pizza)

TEL 718.684.2815 FAX 718.597.3331 
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS · WE DELIVER!

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE 
www.facebook.com/DaFrancoandTonyRistorante 

Da Franco & Tony
Ristorante

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Monday–Thursday, 12–10:00PM
Friday & Saturday, 12–11:00PM

Sunday, 1:00–10:00PM

Authentic Italian Cuisine
Our resturant is available for business meetings or family functions

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING

Mother's Day 
reservations
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On February 11th, 2015, a Bronx jury, found Alexis Sanchez 
guilty of murdering my brother, STEPHEN MARI.
He was charged with: 
Murder in the 2nd Degree
Criminal Possession of a weapon in the 2nd Degree.

On March 20th, 2015, Judge Margaret Clancy sentenced 
Sanchez 18 years to life for murder in the 2nd & 10 years for 
criminal possession of weapon in the 2nd. (Concurrent)

During this most painful two week long trial, our family had to 
listen to the horrifi c details of how on November 2, 2011 this 
animal Sanchez planned and brutally murdered Stephen by 
shooting him 6 times with his .380 semi automatic handgun then 
left him to die in an alley way between 1523 and 1525 Purdy 
Street. 
A nightmare that will haunt my family forever.

This has been a long and emotional journey for us. We are so 
thankful to all who made it possible for us to get the end results 
we hoped and prayed for over the past 3 plus years. Everyone 
went far and beyond to what we ever expected.  

My family would like to acknowledge the many individuals who 
took part in every aspect of this case from beginning to the end. 

NYPD Detective Robert Schlosser, investigating and 
arresting offi cer.  
For 8 months leading to the arrest, he treated my family with 
respect and compassion. We called him on a weekly basis, 
always hoping to get some news. We never thought for a 
moment he was not working on the case, we just needed to 
make the weekly call, for that is all we could do for Stephen. He 
took all our calls, answered all our questions and listened with 
patience as we cried or spoke about Stephen. When the arrest 
happened, he called as soon as he could, as he had promised. 
We will never forget all his hard work and dedication. Thank You 
Detective Schlosser

A.D.A. Joshua Gradinger,  Bronx Prosecutor.
After the arrest it was a long wait for trial to start. From the fi rst 
phone conversation, A.D.A. Gradinger treated my family with 
kindness and the utmost respect. The trial was thee most heart 
wrenching experience. The images and details has scarred us 
forever. Having Joshua there helped us thru it each day. There 
was never a doubt in my mind, he would get the outcome my 
family needed for Stephen. We felt like he was part of our 
family. He truly cared. We know the trial and conviction would 
have never happened without him. Joshua, we cannot thank 
you enough for your hard work, dedication and understanding 
through out the trial and even presently. We appreciate all you 
have done and the strength you gave us to get thru it. We will 
always remember…..

Our family would like to acknowledge all those who testifi ed on 
behalf of the State, as well as the independent witnesses who 
truthfully testifi ed. Their willingness to help did not go unnoticed.

When I think back on this trial, I was so impressed by the 
compassion and warmth of these individuals who see cases 
like this all the time. I was ignorant to think these professionals 
would be desensitized. I received warm hugs, sympathetic gazes 
and looks of sorrow, as they had to gave their detailed testimony 
watching us fall apart by everything they had to say about the 
night Stephen’s life was taken. Listening to the testimony of the 
off duty Sergeant, who heard gun shots and ran towards that 
direction risking his own life to help my brother. I know if there 
were any chance of survival he would have been in great hands. 
It is a comfort to know we have people like all of you who are 
truly dedicated to serve and protect. 
My family had this most unfortunate loss, yet had an opportunity 
to meet amazing people who have touch our hearts forever.

NYPD Detective Katherine Clements, Crime Scene 
Investigator, NYPD Detective Edwin Espinal, Responding 
Offi cer, NYPD Sgt. Ricardo Campos, Off Duty Offi cer, NYPD 
Jeffrey Bahm, Forensic Ballistic Expert, Dr. Kristen Landi, 
Medical Examiner, Kenichiro Nakahata, Legal Investigator, 
Gregory Scott, Guidance Counselor & Golf Coach, St. 
Raymonds High School  Neighbors on Purdy St. (names not 
mentioned due to privacy) 

We also would like to thank the Bronx Jurors for their patience 
and diligence during the trial as well as the Bronx Court 
Offi cers for their professionalism and assistance.

My family just wants to let you know how thankful we are for 
taking time out of your busy schedules to give your testimony. 
Each and everyone of you were a part of getting Justice for our 
Stephen Mari.

“JUSTICE HAS BEEN SERVED”
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INTRODUCING…

Business Check Cashing Program

RiteForBusinessSM  
Prepaid MasterCard® 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Local politicians recently 

took a trip to Cuba to meet 
with their counterparts.

On Monday, April 20, Sena-
tor Jeff Klein, along with Gov-
ernor Cuomo, Assemblyman 
Carl Heastie, Senate minority 
leader Andrea Stewart-Cous-
ins and New York business 
and education leaders trav-
elled to Havana as part of the 
NYS Trade Mission to Cuba.

For the two-day trip, offi cials 
from both the Bronx and Cuba 
centered discussions based on 
fostering new economic ties 
and trade partnerships during 
a time when the United States 
is attempting to restore diplo-
matic relations with Cuba.

The mission included a 
working lunch meeting with 
the governor and Rodrigo 
Malmierca, Cuba’s Minister 
of Foreign Trade, along with 
both Cuban and New York of-
fi cials, which was followed by 
a speech from Cuomo at the 
opening of roundtable meet-
ings as part of the NYS Trade 
Mission to Cuba. Afterwards, 
Cuomo met with fi rst vice 
president Miguel Diaz-Canel.

The local political leaders’ 

Klein, Heastie, and others travel to Cuba
trip to Cuba also included a 
walking tour of Old Havana, 
which contains the core of the 
original capital. 

Additionally, the delega-
tion met with Cardinal Jaime 
Lucas Ortego y Alamin and 
also visited the Port of Mariel, 
about 25 miles west of Ha-
vana.

Senator Klein called the 
trip an exciting step forward 
for improving relations be-
tween the United States and 
Cuba.

“I was pleased to join Gov-
ernor Cuomo as part of the 
New York delegation to Cuba,” 
Klein said. “This trip was a 
positive fi rst step in exploring 
ways we can grow and expand 
economic opportunities that 
will build an even stronger 
New York.”

Klein and Heastie, both 
Bronxites, felt as though it 
would be important to be part 
of this fi rst historic trip to es-
tablish economic ties with 
Cuba, which may potentially 
result in Bronx businesses be-
ing fi rst in line when trade be-
tween the United States and 
Cuba is restored.

“We’ve made great strides 

towards getting people back 
to work in the Bronx and I’m 
always open to innovative and 

targeted approaches that of-
fer us the possibility of creat-
ing even more good paying 

jobs in my borough as well 
as throughout the state,” said 
Klein.

(L-r) Governor Andrew Cuomo, Assemblyman Carl Heastie, Senator Jeff Klein, along with New York business 
and education leaders, stroll the streets of Havana, Cuba. Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce
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YOU RING ... WE BRING ... $10.00 MIN.

CATERING 
AVAILABLE 

PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE
Seating Available For Large Dinner Parties

MANY PACKAGES AVAILABLE

Order Brady’s To Go @ 
www.pjbradystogo.com

STEAKS! CHOPS! 
FRESH SEAFOOD 

DAILY!

Order Your Wings For Any Event 
On Our Wing Hotline

1-718-HOT-WING
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SSHABBAT SERVICE and 
MEMORIAL SERVICE  

FOR RABBI HARRY HERTZBERG 
FRIDAY, MAY 8th - 6:30 P.M. 

Bronx House, 990 Pelham Parkway S. 

Enjoy fellowship at our traditional  KKIDDUSH following Services 
FFREE EVENT!  EVERYONE INVITED! 
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CContact Temple Hatikva at: (718) 892-5766 or TEMPLEHATIKVA@aol.com 
Temple Hatikva is located at Bronx House - 990 Pelham Parkway S. 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
After almost four decades of inac-

tivity, a landmarked courthouse has 
re-opened to the public - with multiple 
purposes.

On Thursday, April 23, No Longer 
Empty, an organization that has been 
instrumental in revitalizing the Old 
Bronx Borough Courthouse, held an 
opening reception for their new art 
exhibit ‘When You Cut into the Pres-
ent the Future Leaks Out’ at the court-
house’s location on 878 Brook Avenue 
at the intersection of East 161st Street 
and Third Avenue.

For the exhibit, 27 New York artists 
were invited to use the courthouse as 
a creative production site, a character 
in a fi lm, a sculptural form, a setting 
for dance performers and a locale for 
community gatherings. Selected art-
work and site-specifi c installations 
in sculpture, fresco painting, sound 
and video are installed throughout 
the lower level, ground fl oor and fi rst 
fl oor.

The art exhibition will run from 
Thursday, April 23 to Sunday, July 
19, giving all participating artists a 
chance to display their projects inside 
the renovated, but historic landmark. 

Along with the exhibit, No Longer 
Empty will also host public programs 
and activities, adding up to an esti-
mated 20 events in the three-month 

Old courthouse reopens to art displays
span. 

Some of these events will include 
Bronx Fashion Week on Saturday, 
May 9 (time TBA) and the Teens Cu-
rate Teens exhibition opening and 
Teen Day from 1 to 7 p.m. on Saturday, 
May 16. An Urban Gardening Work-
shop was held on Saturday, April 25. 
All events are free and open to the 
public.

The courthouse will also host 
other events, including the New York 
Public Library Community Oral His-
tory Project, which will be an eve-
ning of dance and performance with 
the Bronx Academy of Arts, as well 
as walking tours by Ed Garcia Conde, 
founder and editor of Welcome2The-
Bronx. The dates and times of these 
two events have yet to be announced.

In collaboration with the South 
Bronx Overall Economic Develop-
ment Corporation and the Bronx 
Music Heritage Center, along with 
other community partners, No Lon-
ger Empty has successfully reopened 
and restored the courthouse after its 
doors and windows were sealed 37 
years ago. 

In February, the organization re-
ceived a Neighborhood Challenge Ini-
tiative grant of $60,000 to put towards 
the courthouse.

“The process of putting up this 
show, as always with our projects, is 

one of collaboration - with the artists, 
with the site and with local, cultural 
and community organizations as well 
as educators,” said Naomi Hersson 
Ringskog, executive director of No 
Longer Empty. 

“For the residents of the neighbor-
hood, this building is a very familiar 
landmark they have passed by daily 
for years without entering and we (No 
Longer Empty), along with our col-
laborators, are excited to give them 
an opportunity to see the interior of 

the (Old Bronx Borough) courthouse 
that has been closed to the public for 
so long,” she added.  

The four-story, Beaux-Arts style 
courthouse was constructed between 
1905 and 1914 by architects Michael 
John Garvin and Oscar Florianus 
Bluemner. 

However, after the population of 
the Bronx nearly doubled between 
1920 and 1930, the courthouse was 
deemed inadequate for the increase in 
court cases due to the growing popu-
lation, as it was originally intended to 
house just the Supreme Court. 

The Surrogate’s Court was moved 
to the Bronx Supreme Courthouse, 
located at 851 Grand Concourse and 
East 161st Street, shortly after it was 
completed in 1934, which left only the 
Criminal Court in the Old Bronx Bor-
ough Courthouse. It housed the Crim-
inal Court until the early 1970’s, when 
the building went into decline. 

Its doors and windows were of-
fi cially sealed in 1977. in 1981 it was 
landmarked and eventually become 
storage space for public art.

Thanks to No Longer Empty and 
other community partners, artwork 
in the Old Bronx Borough Courthouse 
will not be stored away. Instead, the 
courthouse will proudly display the 
artwork from some of New York’s best 
artists in a historic setting.

No Longer Empty’s new art exhibition, ‘When 
You Cut into the Present the Future Leaks 
Out’, runs from now until Sunday, July 19, 
and kicks off the reopening of the Old Bronx 
Borough Courthouse to the public. 
 Photo courtesy of Whitney Browne Photography
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Mother’s Day Dinner Menu
$35 includes appetizer, salad, entrée, dessert, tea/coffee     

APPETIZER Choose One                                                                                                         

Seasoned fried Calamari served with mainara sauce

Sliced Tomato and Mozzarella with frantoiano olives & roasted red peppers

Coconut Shrimp served with pina colada sauce

Popcorn Shrimp served with tartar sauce

Baked Clams Oreganata chopped clams mixed with seasoned breadcrumbs

Golden fried chicken fi ngers served with a honey mustard sauce

Potato skins topped with bacon & cheddar served with sour cream

SOUP OR SALAD Choose One                                                                                                         
Mixed Greens salad OR Soup Du Jour 

ENTRÉES Choose One                                                                                                         

10 oz. Filet Mignon (add $5) served with a mushroom demi glaze                                                                                                                              
Roast Prime Rib of Angus Beef (add $5) slow roasted & served with Au jus   

Grilled Baby Lamb Chops (add $5) Served with mint jelly

Chicken Francese lightly battered & sautéed fi let of chicken with a lemon butter sauce

Stuffed Filet of Sole seasoned crabmeat wrapped around tender fi lets of sole with 
a light lemon butter sauce

Pistachio Crusted Salmon served with a Dijon mustard cream sauce 
Chicken Cordon Bleu Breaded chicken breast stuffed with ham and cheese 
and served with a light cream pan gravy

All above Entrees are served with a choice of potato and creamed spinach

Seafood Penne shrimp, scallops, & sundried tomatoes in a mushroom
cream sauce

Penne ala Vodka with Grilled Chicken or Shrimp                                                                                                                                           
         

DESSERTS Choose one                                                                                                                                        
Deadly Chocolate Cake, Bread pudding 

OR New York cheesecake 

THE WICKED WOLF
4029 EAST TREMONT AVE 

718-829-4400
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Summer
session

L I U  b r o o k l y n

M a k e  y o u r 
S u m m e r  C o u n t

Summer is the perfect time to get ahead or 
catch up on courses that you need to graduate. 
Earn 3 credits in 6 weeks at LIU Brooklyn and 
choose from more than 600 courses.

Day and evening classes are offered and  
courses are open to current LIU Brooklyn  
students, new students, as well as visiting  
students from other colleges and universities.

Classes are small and tutoring is available. 
Review summer course offerings at  
liu.edu/brooklyn/summer and register today!

Summer 1:
May 18–June 29

Summer 2:
July 6–August 16

For more information, visit 
liu.edu/brooklyn/summer

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The New York City Council 

has proposed providing lower-
income homeowners a prop-
erty tax rebate for fi scal year 
2016. 

On Tuesday, April 14, the 
New York City Council re-
leased its Budget Response to 
the Mayor’s Fiscal 2016 Pre-
liminary Budget which totals 
$77.7 billion and includes $56.9 
billion in city funds.

The recommendations pro-
vided in the Council’s Budget 
Response seek inclusion into 
the Mayor’s Fiscal 2016 Execu-
tive Budget which is set for a 
May release.

Among these recommenda-
tions, the council has proposed 
a $250 property tax rebate for 
residential property owners 
of 1-, 2- or 3-family homes, co-
ops, and condos with incomes 
below $100,000.

This proposed rebate would 
cost the city $95 million in fi s-
cal year 2016. 

The Department of Fi-
nance’s 2015/2016 tentative as-
sessment roll reveals an aver-
age tax bill increase of $228 for 
1-family homes.

Due to the city’s expand-

Council proposes $250 property tax rebate 
ing real estate market and the 
property tax assessment pro-
cess, homeowners have wit-
nessed an increase in their tax 
bills, but not in their incomes.

“Too often, homeowners 
have seen their property taxes 
rise, even as their incomes 
remain stagnant,” Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viver-
ito said. 

“The council’s property tax 
rebate program will provide 
needed relief to homeowners 
and help keep home owner-
ship attainable for working 
and middle class families,” 
she added.

Councilman James Vacca 
explained increased assess-
ments result in an increased 
real estate tax which proves 
fi nancially problematic for ho-
meowners who cannot afford 
to move. 

The last time NYC offered 
a homeowner rebate was from 
the years 2005 through 2009.  

“This year there’s a sur-
plus and we wish to give this 
money back to the taxpayers. 
Hopefully, this proposed prop-
erty tax rebate is a sign for 
people to realize something 
must be done to help the strug-

gling middle class family in 
our city and state,” Council-
man Vacca said.

Vacca explained that the 
City Council and the Mayor 
will be negotiating this pro-
posed property tax rebate as 
well as the rest of their recom-
mendations over the next few 
months.

The budget must be ap-

proved by both parties by 
Tuesday, June 30.

Though reforming the 
property tax system would 
fl atten increases, the property 
tax rebate is an easier option 
in providing relief to lower-in-
come homeowners. 

The council explained the 
proposed rebate averages 
would approximate the tax in-

crease for single-family homes 
expected this year.

“Lowering property taxes 
for New Yorkers both in and 
outside of New York City is a 
top priority. I applaud Coun-
cilman Vacca’s efforts to pro-
mote homeownership and 
reduce property tax bills for 
residents across the fi ve bor-
oughs. In the coming weeks, I 
look forward to putting forth 
this legislative proposal in 
Albany that will allow NYC 
to provide real relief for our 
hard-working homeowners 
who need it most,” Senator 
Jeff Klein expressed.

“The homeowners that I 
have spoken to about this pro-
posed property tax rebate are 
all in agreement for it,” Mary 
Jane Musano, Waterbury-La-
Salle Community and Home-
owners Association president 
revealed. 

“We live in a time where 
every penny counts and this 
proposed property tax rebate 
would certainly be welcomed 
within the community and is 
very much needed for home-
owners, especially for elderly 
residents,” Musano added.  

Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito with New York City Council mem-
bers announcing their Budget Response on Tuesday, April 14. 
 Photo by William Alatriste, NYC Council Photographer
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A place where strangers are not strangers ... But friends who have yet to meet!

Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

Throggs Neck Clipper

DAILY

LUNCH & DINNER 

SPECIALS FAXED 

ON REQUEST

FREE
WI-FI

NOW BOOKING HOLIDAY PARTIES - CATERING TO GROUPS 20-70

Special Packages Available - Call Eileen 718-829-0005
Open 7 Days 11 AM – 4 PM AM Til 3 PM PM

PM PM

AM Til 4 PM

Graduations

Communions

Confi rmations

Luncheons

Birthdays

Reunions

Captain’s Cabin

14oz CUT OF BLACK 
ANGUS PRIME RIB

SOUP OR SALAD, PRIME RIB POTATO, 
VEGETABLES & DESSERT

$1995

PRIME RIB TUESDAYS

EARLY BIRD DINNERSUNDAY BRUNCH FRIDAY NIGHTS 
AT 10PM

DJ SHANE$1295

Saturday, May 2nd at 9pm
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND

Legends
of Vegas
with Bobby Flowers, 
Anthony Farino & DJ Vittorio
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Mosholu Montefiore Community Center 

Early Childhood Education 
2015-2016 School Year

 

Head Start  3 & 4 yrs  
Income Eligible 

3yr (10:30-4:30)  
4yr (8:30am-5pm)  
Includes UPK wrap around 

 
Locations:  

MMCC Main Building 
Northside Annex 

Van Cortlandt

 

Universal Pre-K  4 years 
Full Day (8:30am-2:50pm) Extended Day Available (Rates Apply) 

Half Day (8am-10:30am)  

Locations:  
MMCC Main Building 

Northside Annex 
Van Cortlandt 

Sotomayor Houses (Full Day Only)  

FREE! FREE! 
 

Childcare 1-4 years  
For working parents  

7:30am-6:30pm   
Limited opening available now 

 
Locations:  

MMCC Main Building 
Van Cortlandt

AFFORDABLE!

Van Cortlandt (Next to Library)

3380 Sedgwick Bronx, NY 10463     
718-543-0231 

NEW  Sotomayor Houses 
1818 Watson Ave, Bronx NY 10472 

718-654-0563

MMCC Main Building
3450 Dekalb Ave  Bronx NY 10467 

718-654-0563 

Northside Annex
3512 Deklab Ave  Bronx, NY 10467  

718-405-0020

LOCATIONS

CONTACT INFORMATION 
3450 Dekalb Ave Bronx, NY 10467  

718-882-4000  
www.mmcc.org

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Committee for Effec-

tive Leadership’s annual lun-
cheon brought a who’s who in 
borough, state and national 
politics to Pelham Bay in sup-
port of the progressive orga-
nization. 

The annual event, held 
this year on Sunday, April 28, 
included a keynote address by 
Public Advocate Letitia James 
and speeches by U.S. Senator 
Charles Schumer, state Comp-
troller Tom DiNapoli, and 
City Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito, and remarks 
by a host of borough elected 
offi cials. 

Activist and political ma-
ven Lewis Goldstein hosts the 
fundraiser every year. 

This year’s event emcee 
was John Doyle. The pro-
ceeds go to benefi t progressive 
causes, political groups and 
candidates on the state level. 

“The turnout by other lead-
ers, friends and colleagues of 
the honorees and elected offi -
cials demonstrated the lead-
ership qualities of the four 
honorees: Eunic Ortiz, Pat-
rick Devine, Joan Millman 

Progressive organization recognizes four

and Joe McManus,” said Gold-
stein. “It also demonstrated 
that we have a progressive 
and inclusive borough re-
gardless of political party af-
fi liation; I was thrilled that 
both Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito and Public Advocate 
Tish James attended and par-
ticipated.”

The organization has been 
active since the mid-1980s, 

said Goldstein, who added 
that in addition to the four 
honorees, a group of youth 
honorees should signify the 
torch being passed to a new 
generation. 

Devine, a member of Com-
munity Board 10 for 40 years 
and an advocate for the con-
struction of Bicentennial Vet-
erans Memorial Park, said 
that it was humbling to be 

recognized because people 
like him serve their commu-
nity for service’s sake, not for 
the recognition. 

“It was an honor to be rec-
ognized by your peers and 
fellow community leaders,” 
he said, adding that there is 
much more work he has to do, 
and he will continue as long 
as he is healthy. 

Devine recognized Tony 

and Eileen Salimbene, who se-
cured a color guard from the 
Theodore Korony Post #253 
and fi lled two tables with vet-
erans at the event. 

Among the local elected 
offi cials making remarks 
were the leader of the Bronx 
Democratic Party Assembly-
man Marcos Crespo, Senator 
Gustavo Rivera, Assembly-
man Michael Benedetto, As-
semblyman Victor Pichardo, 
and Councilman Andy King.

Rising young leaders who 
were honored were: Joel Bhu-
iyan, Kathleen Conzoniero, 
Michael Czaczkes, John Doyle, 
Bryan Elliott, Elvin Garcia, 
Saul Glist, David Karopkin, 
Justin Lowery, Zellnor My-
rie, Jon-Michael Provetto and 
Jennifer Rivera.

Assemblyman Benedetto 
applauded Goldstein’s activ-
ism. 

“He is one of the true, hon-
est and pure political activists 
we have in this area,” said the 
assemblyman. “He runs the 
event every single year so he 
can support the causes that 
are so near and dear to his 
heart.”

(l-r) Assemblyman Marcos Crespo, honoree Joan Millman, Councilman Andy King, honoree Joe McManus, Neva 
Schillingford-King, event host Lewis Goldstein, honorees Eunic Ortiz and Patrick Devine stand outside Villa 
Barone Restuarant, the location of the event. Photo by Laura Stone
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Injections

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST LASER TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

MAY EXTRAVAGANZA!

Great Gift Idea 
For Mom!

GIFT
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal    

Botox  

Fillers 

 Skin Tightening 

Sclerotherapy

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

BEFORE

AFTER

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

Happy Mother’s Day

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert Graziosa 
has been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led many 
patients to live 
more happy and 
healthy lives.

B
E

FO
R

E
A

F
TE

R

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

3611A East Tremont Ave. 
Bronx, NY

347-281-5576

BECAUSE OF OUR 

TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start hCG  
Weight Loss Program

LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 
20–40 lb. LIGHTER

LOSE  
½–2 lb. PER DAY
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ARE YOU INTERESTED IN A CAREER 
IN THE HEALTHCARE INDUSTRY?
Become a part  of  Phipps Neighborhoods 

Career Network:  Healthcare.

WHAT IS IT?

 

Hostos Community College  
Montefiore Medical Center 

WHICH IS ALL A CHANCE TO:

certificates

job placement 

AND ALL YOU NEED IS:

SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

718.801.3337 1030 EAST 178TH STREET,  BRONX, NY 10460

ATTENTION YOUNG ADULTS!

The City Island Sail and Power 
Squadron will run America’s Boating 
Course. The boat and water safety course 
topics include: Boat handling and terminol-
ogy, navigational rules of the road, sail and 
motor boating, emergencies and both state 
boating and personal watercraft certifi ca-
tions. The course runs for four Tuesdays, 
May 5, 12, 19 and 26, from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
the City Island Club, 63 Pilot Street, City Is-
land, NY. Instruction is free. Cost of sup-
plied materials is $45. For more information 
email cityislandabc@gmail.com.

* * *
The Monroe College School of Busi-

ness and Operation HOPE (in partnership 
with Popular Community Bank, NA), are 
collaborating on a unique opportunity for 
entrepreneurs:  free Small Business Devel-
opment Workshops.

Conducted every Wednesday from May 
6 to July 29 from 6:00 to 8 p.m.in the col-
lege’s Ustin Hall at 2375 Jerome Avenue 
(184th Street), these 16 sessions will pro-
vide budding businessmen and women 
with the tools they need to launch and im-
prove their businesses.  Participants will 
learn about the advantages and disad-
vantages of owning a business, how to get 
started, build a business plan, and look for 
funding.

To register or for more information call  
(201) 381-8798.

* * *
New Yorkers travel the globe to experi-

ence beautiful art, architecture, and history.  
During The New York Landmarks Con-
servancy’s Sacred Sites Open House 
Weekend (May 16 & 17, 2015), New York’s 
world-class houses of worship offer this 
experience at your doorstep!  This year’s 
weekend, “Celebrating New York’s Diverse 
Houses of Worship,” is being organized as 
part of the 50th anniversary of the City’s 
Landmarks Law.

The Landmarks Conservancy’s fi fth 
annual “Sacred Sites Open House Week-
end” is when religious institutions through-
out New York open their doors to the pub-
lic and introduce them to extraordinary art, 
architecture, and history they would not 
normally have the opportunity to explore.  
Congregations participating in the week-
end also showcase the cultural and social 
service programs they provide the wider 
community.  The theme of the weekend 
will focus on this rare opportunity for New 
Yorkers and visitors alike to glimpse inside 
many of the City’s religious institutions and 
view the artistic treasures of many faiths, 
styles, and periods. 

Bronx congregations participating in the 
Open House Weekend to date include: St. 
Anselm’s Parish: 685 Tinton Avenue, May 
16, 10  a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and  May 17, 10 
a.m. to 3:30 .pm. 

For more information and a complete 
list of sacred sites participating in the Land-
marks Conservancy’s Open House Week-
end, visit www.nylandmarks.org.

* * *
Friedland Realty Advisors has begun 

a new, ambitious chapter led by a famil-
iar face: Bob Friedland, the organization’s 
founder. Bob Friedland started the com-
pany more than 40 years ago, growing it 
into a full-service fi rm with deep expertise 
across metro New York. Friedland Realty is 

charting a new course for growth with large 
investments in new offi ce space, technolo-
gies, and an expanded team of successful 
brokers.

 Friedland’s renewed role in day-to-day 
operations follows the departure of Ayall 
Schanzer, who served as Friedland Re-
alty Advisor’s President and CEO for 12 
months. Schanzer’s choice to pursue new 
adventures was a mutual decision.

* * *
New York State authorities issued a 

health alert this week following a dramatic 
spike in hospital visits for synthetic mar-
ijuana-related emergencies – with more 
than 160 patients in nine days rushed to 
hospitals across the state for adverse re-
actions to synthetic cannabinoid, known as 
“spice” or “K2.”

The forum will be held at North Cen-
tral Bronx Hospital (3424 Kossuth Avenue, 
17th fl oor) on Tuesday, May 26 (from 6:30 
–to 8:30 p.m.).  Speakers will include Dr. 
Ernest Patti, senior emergency medicine 
physician at St. Barnabas Hospital, Inspec-
tor Nilda Hoffman of the 52nd precinct, and 
a representative of the District Attorney’s 
Bureau of Narcotics.

To RSVP for seats for the K2 forum call 
Londy Rameriz or Maria Baez at (718) 933-
5650.  Seats are limited.

* * *
The 35th Annual Arthur Sweeny, Jr. 

Lecture will be delivered this year by 2009 
Nobel Laureate Thomas A. Steitz, the Ster-
ling Professor of Molecular Biophysics 
and Biochemistry at Yale University. Prof. 
Steitz, who will deliver his talk, “From the 
Structure and Function of the Ribosome to 
New Antibiotics,” is also an Investigator at 
the Howard Hughes Medical Institute. The 
lecture will be held in Room 306 of the Mu-
sic Building on May 1 at 5:15 p.m. A recep-
tion will be held at 4:15 in the Lehman Col-
lege Art Gallery. The event is free and open 
to the public.

* * *
The SUNY North Brox Career Coun-

seling & Outreach Center is offeirng a 
tremendous opportunity for perspective 
students in the surrounding community to 
enroll in a free, $3,000 Microsoft Certifi ca-
tion Course in Word, PowerPoint, and Excel 
2010.. This opportunity will allow students 
to build an arsenal of highly recognizable 
competitive computer market skills while 
providing an edge over their competition 
seeking employment.

Seats are extremely limited and are on 
a fi rst-come, fi rst-serve basis.

For more information call Evelyn Poole 
or Karen Wilson at  (718) 547-1001.

* * *
Apple Bank for Savings announced 

that it will again be participating as a Com-
munity Partner in the City Harvest annual 
“Feed Our Kids” food drive, which runs from 
Mother’s Day on May 10 to Father’s Day on 
June 21.  All 51 Apple Bank branches in 
Manhattan, the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens 
and Staten Island will be accepting dona-
tions of kid-friendly, non-perishable food 
items that will provide much needed suste-
nance for New York City’s children over the 
summer. Visit www.applebank.com  to fi nd 
the New York City branch location nearest 
you.

America’s Boating Course
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Thousands turned out for the Wildlife Conservation Society’s 7th annual Run for the Wild at the Bronx Zoo 
on Saturday, April 25. The 5k run has two goals each year—to raise awareness of the threats facing a specifi c 
species, and to raise money to help the Wildlife Conservation Society in its mission at the Bronx Zoo and in 
the fi eld to save wildlife around the globe. This year the run was dedicated to saving gorillas.

tttuuurrrnnneeeeeddddd ooouuutttt fffooooorr ttthhheee WWWiiiilllldddlliiiffffeeee CCCCoooonnnnsseeerrvvvaaattttiiiooooonnnnn SSSoooooccciiiieeeeettttttyyyy’’sss 777tttthhhh aaannnnnnnuuuaaall RRuunnn ffoooorrr tthheee WWWiillldddd aaatttt tthhhhhee BBrroonnnn

Bronx Zoo Hosts

Run for the Wild

Skye Trainor, the daughter of a WSC em-
ployee with event mascot, Bronxite Moises 
Acosta. Photo by Laura Stone

Janiah and Peter Santiago of Allerton 
came out for the event. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(l to r:) Jackson Parsons, Amanda Parsons, Congressman Jose 
Serrano and executive vice president of Public Affairs for the 
Wildlife Conservation Society John Cavelli. 
 Photo by Laura Stone
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THE THROGGSCheck out
These Stores In The
Throggs Neck Mall!

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Queen #1 - Manicure and Pedicure $20
Queen #2 - Hair and Make-Up $75
Queen #3 - Hair, Make-Up, Nails $100
Queen #4 - Hair, Make-Up, Nails and
                   Teethwhitening $150

For All Your Marketing Needs

Design & Printing, Promotional Items, Websites & more
MAS

In The
Courtyard
Near the

Alley Cat Cafe
347-621-1799

THROGGS NECK’S ONLY ICE CREAM PARLOR!

FEATURING GUILT FREE SELECTIONS INCLUDING

FAT FREE, NON-DAIRY, SUGAR FREE, AND GLUTEN FREE

Now Featuring 
Uncle Louie G’s 
Italian Ices and 

Ice Cream

Large Ice Cream Sheet Cakes $30
Birthday Cakes Starting at $20

In The Courtyard Near the
Alley Cat Cafe

Business Cards (500 ct.) $29.95
2’ by 4’ Banner $39.95

10% OFF Promotional Items

Prom Queen Specials:

MARKETING & ADVERTISING SOLUTIONS
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Café.NECK MALL

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings,
Video, Live Bands

Disc Jockeys Available

Call 646-261-0170
or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or

www.justnutsmusic.net

Home Of The

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

Broadway Comes to the Bronx! 

Students in the Villa Maria Academy Drama Club
present Rodgers and Hammerstein musical,

“OKLAHOMA!”
May 8 and 9 at 8pm

Villa Maria Academy’s Visitation Center 
3335 Country Club Rd, Bronx, NY

Tickets are $12 in advance and at the door.
Seating is reserved. First come fi rst served

For ticket information, contact Ro Haney at 718-792-1751.

Distinguished Homes & Properties
Cell:  917-957-6800
3602 E Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

Larry “Large” Weinstein

237 Quincy Avenue
Large semi-attached Tri-Level house in the 
Throggs Neck Section of the Bronx.  Five 
bedrooms and 2.5 baths with garage and 
backyard.  Hardwood fl oors. Great for Large 
Family.

$389,900

266 Pennyfi eld Avenue
Solid Brick Semi-Detached one family home 

on the outskirts of Silver Beach in the Throggs 
Neck Section of the Bronx.  Three bedroom 
duplex with open kitchen, dining and living 

room.  Garage and fi nished basement leads to 
beautiful back yard.  Bathroom on every fl oor.

$399,900

3250 Giegerich Place
Gorgeous Single Family Home on over sized 
lot (41 x 100). Ten beautiful rooms which in-
clude 4 big bedrooms / 3 full and 1 half bath-
room, modern kitchen, massive living room 
and dining room which leads out to deck and 
pool.  Washer and dryer are located on main 
fl oor.  Nice In-Law apartment with separate 
entrance.  Grounds are beautiful and meticu-
lously kept.

$659,000
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Both Pelham Bay Little League and Castle Hill Little League marked the start of 
their baseball seasons with a parade through the neighborhood and opening day 
ceremonies on the fi eld. Local elected offi cials showed up to commemorate the 
occasion, as eager players geared up for their fi rst game.

OPENING DAY

Pelham Bay Team ‘The Royals’ are ready for the season. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Pelham Bay Little League teams with Tom Messina, representing Congressman Joe 
Crowley, kicked off the season after a parade to their fi eld. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Teams from Castle Hill Little League marched through the neighborhood for the 
opening ceremony. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l to r:) Castle Hill Little League president Henry Palayo, Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda, 
and Senator Jeff Klein. Sepulveda was the grand marshal for the opening day parade. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Castle Hill players turned out 
to mark the start of the sea-
son. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Thank you GuildNet.

A chronic condition can take its toll on more 
than just patients. Lost hours at work, worry 
over doctor visits, helping with meals – the 
list is long, especially if they are visually 
impaired. 

With GuildNet’s Long Term Care Plans, your 
loved ones get the help they need to stay 
safe at home. 

Please call us – we speak your language. 

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220

Mom feels better, 
and our family  
does too. 

A s retirement age approaches, 
many older adults envision them-
selves downsizing and moving 

to a quaint community to enjoy their 
golden years in as relaxing a fashion as 
possible. However, for a growing num-
ber of seniors, their retirement years 
are being spent helping to raise grand-
children.

United States Census data from 2010 
indicates 4.9 million American chil-

dren are being raised solely by their 
grandparents. CanGrads, a National 
Kinship Support organization, says 
approximately 62,500 children are be-
ing raised by grandparents and other 
family in Canada. Many grandparents 
provide part-time care when their older 
children have to move back home with 
their families, as  roughly 13 million 
children are now living in homes with 
their grandparents.

Being raised by grandparents may 
not be the ideal situation for all parties 
involved, but such situations are a ne-
cessity for many families. Seniors who 
are once again thrown into the care-
giver arena may need a crash course in 
childcare or a few pointers on parent-
ing in the modern age: 

Get the right equipment. Chil-
dren certainly require a lot of gear, 
more than grandparents likely used 

when raising their own children. Cer-
tain safety requirements are in place 
to safeguard young children, and that 
often means investing in new cribs, 
car seats, high chairs, and other items. 
Grandparents should resist the tempta-
tion to use old items they may have kept 
in storage, as such items may no longer 
be safe and could put grandchildren at 
risk for injury.

      GRANDPARENTS WHO HELP 

RAISE CHILDREN
TIPS 
FOR

Continued on Page 42
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BY JOANNA R. LEEFER
What do Health Care Proxies, Do Not 
Resuscitate orders, and Living Wills 
have in common? All three are legal 
documents, called Advance Directives, 
that communicate your end-of-life 
choices to family members, caregivers, 
and doctors if you cannot speak to them 
yourself. 

New York State has a long list of 
medical and social decisions that need 
to be made when a person is terminally 
ill. Do you want to be resuscitated if you 
should stop breathing? What if your 
heart stops beating? Do you want to be 
placed on a feeding tube if you can no 
longer eat?

Advance Directives insure your 
end-of-life choices are followed even 
if you slip into a coma, are in the ad-
vanced stages of dementia, or are un-
able to speak. Advance directives in-
form medical professionals if you want 
any interventions at the end of life or if 
you want only palliative care.

Below is a list of the three essential 
advance directives that every adult 
should have:

Health care proxy 
In some states this is called a Power 

of Attorney for Health Care. This is a 
document that allows you to appoint 
someone you trust to make health care 
decisions for you if you are unable to 
convey them yourself. You can appoint 
a family member, friend, or anyone 
else you trust as long as he is at least 18 
years old and is considered legally com-
petent. 

Once you appoint an agent, that 
person can sit in on medical meetings, 
decide on special treatments, approve 
all diagnostic tests and surgical proce-
dures, and even agree or disagree to or-
gan donations.  

The proxy is one of the easiest docu-
ments to obtain and activate. It can be 
downloaded for free by logging onto 
New York Department of Health’s web-
site.  It is printed in eight languages 
including English, Spanish, Chinese, 
Creole, Russian, Italian, French, and 
Korean. You do not even need a lawyer. 
The only requirement is that two adults 
must witness the signing.

Before you entrust someone to this 
important role, it is crucial that your 
appointee understands and agrees to 
follow through with your fundamen-
tal beliefs. Write these choices on the 
health care proxy so there is no ques-
tion about what you want. 

You should make sure your agent 
feels comfortable communicating your 
preferences. Some problems can occur 
if you do not want any end-of-life inter-
ventions and your agent has religious 

beliefs to the contrary. In this case, you 
should consider appointing another 
person. 

Living will
A living will is a legal document that 

informs medical personnel whether 
you do or do not want life-sustaining 
treatment if you are terminally ill. 

New York State does not have a spe 
cifi c living will form but has a docu-
ment called a Medical Order for Life 
Sustaining Treatment that spells out 
what kind of life-sustaining treatment 
you would like or not like if you are ter-
minally ill. 

Some of the choices include whether 
you want cardio-pulmonary resuscita-
tion (CPR) if your heart stops; whether 
you want to be connected to a breath-
ing machine if you stop breathing; and 
whether you want artifi cially adminis-
tered fl uids and nutrition if you can no 
longer eat or drink. New York State’s 
document also asks if you wish to refuse 
all antibiotics and settle for only pallia-
tive care. 

Do not resuscitate order
A do not resuscitate order is a medi-

cal order written and signed by a doc-
tor. The order only instructs health 
care providers not to apply CPR on a pa-
tient if her heart stops beating. It does 
not provide instructions for any other 
treatments, such as pain medicine, an-
tibiotics, or nutrition. 

In New York State a physician must 
sign an order and reevaluate it at least 
every 90 days to determine whether it 
continues to be appropriate. After each 
evaluation, the doctor should sign the 
chart and indicate his decision. 

This order remains valid and must 
be followed, even if it has not been re-
viewed within the 90-day period.

In New York State, the Medical Or-
der of Life Sustaining Treatment in-
cludes a section on do not resuscitate. 
This section should be reviewed peri-
odically to insure it is still valid.

There is one fi nal step you should take 
after writing these Advance Directives: 
you should make sure your family and 
doctors know about them. None of your 
end-of-life planning does you any good 
if you do not let anyone know you wrote 
them and indicate where they are kept. 
You should talk with your physician and 
the person you designate as your health 
care proxy, then make copies of the forms 
and distribute them to the appropriate 
people. 

Finally, you should write a note and 
place it on your refrigerator indicating 
where all these documents are stored. 
That is where an EMT is instructed to 
look when she is called to your home. 

Place all necessary papers neatly in 
a notebook and place it in an obvious 
place such as next to a telephone or on 
a shelf at the entrance to your home.  
That way your instructions can be eas-
ily located. 

Joanna R. Leefer’s Aging in Place 

in NYC workshop at All Souls Church 
[1157 Lexington Ave. between 79th and 
80th streets in Manhattan] May 5, 5:45 
pm to 8 pm. $25 members, $35 guests. 
To register, contact jleefer@gmail.
com.

Gather important documents. 
Grandparents should keep pertinent 
documents in one easily accessible 
place in their homes should an emer-
gency arise. These include birth cer-
tifi cates, health immunization records, 
death certifi cates (if the child’s parents 
are deceased), dental records, school 
papers, citizenship papers, and proof of 
income and assets. 

Speak with an attorney. Lawyers 
can help grandparents wade through 
legal arrangements, such as fi ling for 
custody, guardianship or adoption. Op-
tions vary depending on where petition-
ers live, but lawyers can provide peace 
of mind to grandparents concerned 
about their grandkids’ futures.

Investigate fi nancial assistance. 
Seniors may not earn the income they 
once did and may be on assistance 
programs or living off of retirement 
savings. Grandparents who fi nd them-
selves caring for a child may be eligible 
for fi nancial assistance. The Tempo-
rary Assistance for Needy Families is 
a joint federal and state program that 
can provide need-based fi nancial as-
sistance. The AARP or the organiza-
tion GrandFamilies may be able to put 
grandparents  in touch with fi nancial 
advisors in their areas.

Contact schools and daycare cen-

ters. School-aged children will need 
to be enrolled in school. Grandparents 
should contact the department of edu-
cation where they live to learn about 
local school systems, especially when 
grandkids are moving in with their 
grandparents. Some grandparents can 
qualify for free or low-cost daycare, 
and such programs can be discussed 
with local Social Services offi ces. En-
rollment in school or daycare can pro-
vide grandparents with much-needed 
free time during the day.

Find emotional support. Taking 
care of grandchildren is a full-time 
job. At times, grandparents may feel 
stressed or out of sorts. Having a strong 
support system available can help 
grandparents work through the peaks 
and valleys of this new and unexpected 
stage in life. Church- or community 
center-based counseling services may 
be available. Grandparents also can 
check with their healthcare providers 
to determine if counseling or therapy 
sessions are covered under their plans.

Caring for grandchildren is a life-
changing event. It can be fulfi lling, but 
it also requires a lot of energy and com-
mitment. But grandparents needn’t 
go it alone, as there are numerous re-
sources available to seniors who sud-
denly fi nd themselves caring for their 
grandchildren. 

GRANDPARENTS
Continued from page 41

Advance directives
Documents that speak for you when 

you cannot speak for yourself

ELDERCARE TODAY
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

ELDERCARE TODAY

N o one, regardless of age, 
is immune to random 
bouts of memory loss. 

While misplaced car keys or 
forgetting items on your gro-
cery list are nothing to get 
worked up over, many men 
and women over 50 do start to 
worry about memory lapses, 
especially when they start to 
occur with more frequency 
than they might have just a few 
years ago. But while memory 
loss might be quickly associ-
ated with aging, increased for-
getfulness is not an inevitable 
side effect of getting older, a 
fact that those at or approach-
ing retirement age should fi nd 
comforting.

As a person ages, his hip-
pocampus, the region of the 
brain involved in the forma-
tion and retrieval of memo-
ries, often deteriorates. This 
can affect how long it takes to 
learn and recall information. 
But just because this process 
is slower does not mean it’s 
a warning sign of dementia, 
which is the loss of certain 
mental functions, including 
memory. Though taking lon-

ger to recall information can 
be frustrating, many people 
still retain their ability to re-
call information. In addition, 
while dementia brought on by 
conditions such as Alzheim-
er’s disease or Parkinson’s dis-
ease is untreatable, there are 
things men and women can do 

to strengthen their memories 
and reduce their momentary 
lapses in memory.

Start playing games. 
A University of Iowa study 
funded by the National Insti-
tute on Aging found that brain 
games may in fact pay numer-
ous and long-term dividends. 

In the study, 681 healthy vol-
unteers over the age of 40 were 
divided into four groups. One 
group played computerized 
crossword puzzles, and three 
other groups played a brain 
training video game from 
Posit Science designed specifi -
cally to enhance the speed and 

accuracy of visual process-
ing. The volunteers showed 
less decline in visual process-
ing as well as in other tests 
that measured concentration, 
memory, and the ability to 
shift quickly between tasks, 
and the benefi ts from the 
training games lasted as long 
as seven years after training. 
Brain games are now more 
accessible than ever before, 
as players can access such 
games on their smartphones, 
tablets, ereaders, and comput-
ers. 

Become a social butter-

fl y. A 2008 study spearheaded 
by the clinical trials adminis-
trative director at Southern 
California Kaiser Permanente 
Medical Group and published 
in the American Journal 
of Public Health found that 
older women who maintained 
large social networks were 26 
percent less likely to develop 
dementia than women with 
smaller social networks. In 
addition, those who had daily 
contact with friends and fam-
ily cut their risk of dementia 
by nearly half. 

Staying socially active after 50 can benefi t the brain and even reduce a person’s risk of dementia.

Memory loss not automatic side effect of aging
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HIGHWAY  
TO HEALTH  

FESTIVAL

Celebrate Healthy Living in NYC

Live Music • Fitness Demos • Medical Screenings 

Cooking Competition • Teen Talent Show 

Free and open to the public

Sunday, May 17th 2015  
10am-4pm
South Street Seaport  
Historic District

healthcorps.org

Sponsors:

 Family Health Center is moving to 1 Fordham Plaza
 More Physicians, Better Care for Your Family

Call 718-933-2400 to make an appointment.

� Providing excellent preventive care for the entire family in new 
    state-of-the-art facilities.

� Treating all major illnesses with additional specialty services. 
    Specializing in chronic conditions, such as diabetes, asthma and HIV.

� Same-day appointments available.

� A member of the Bronx Community Health Network (BCHN); 
    No one is refused care.

�Montefiore Family Health Center
     www.montefiore.org/FHC 

We’re Moving!
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718-904-9581 (Bronx Physical Therapy)

CALL FOR
TICKETS

CALL FOR
TICKETS
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(Above) (l-r) Yvett Brownridge, Carol Brum-
ley-McManus, Yanira Gonzalez, Beth Pagan, 
CO Jessica Pena and Barb Walsh.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

On Friday, April 17, the Bronx County Gender 
Fairness Committee and the Bronx Women’s 
Bar Association sponsored an event in-
side Bronx County Courthouse honoring 
women with outstanding accomplishments 
for Women’s History Month.  The honorees 
included Yvett Brownridge, Carol Bromley-
McManus, Yessenia Saavedra, Beth Pagan, 
Yanira Gonzalez, CO Jessica Pena, Sherece 
Laine, NBC News anchor Darlene Rodriguez 
and Barb Walsh.

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH CELEBRATED

Yanira Gonzalez (right) accepts her Woman 
of Distinction Award from Hon. Doris M. Gon-
zalez. Photo by Silvio Pacifi cio

Principal Dan O’Keeffe, author Paula Williams Madison and school vice president Jennifer 
Rivera at the signing. Silvio J. Pacifi co

Cardinal Spellman High School held a book signing with alumna author Paula Williams Madi-
son on Tuesday, April 14. Williams, who graduated from Spellman in 1970, promoted her book 
Finding Samuel Lowe: China, Jamaica, Harlem, which went on sale the same day.  The book 
is the stirring tale of former television executive Paula Williams Madison, a Jamaican-Amer-
ican woman who went in search of her mother’s father, Samuel Lowe, and in the process 
discovered her own Chinese roots.  The book signing took place in the Nell Lowe Williams 
Library, which was named in memory of Paula’s mother in 2013 in recognition of a million 
dollar gift to the school. 

SPELLMAN HIGH SCHOOL BOOK SIGNING

St. Raymond Elementary School held a walk-a-thon on Friday, April 17 to raise money for Ma-
ria Fareri Children’s Hospital at Westchester Medical Center.  Sixth grader Gabriel Sanchez, 
who has suffered his entire life with chronic granulomatous disease, a rare genetic disorder, 
was appointed as the walkathon’s grand marshal at a school ceremony on Monday, March 
30 after he was diagnosed and treated at MFCH.  Students in the sixth, seventh and eighth 
grades took part in the walk around the Parkchester community. The students raised over 
$17,700 for the hospital. 

ST. RAYMOND ELEMENTARY WALK-A-THON

The St. Raymond Elementary School Walk-A-Thon, with grand marshall Gabriel Sanchez (c) 
and his mother, Angelique. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Evander Childs Educational Campus, located 
at 800 E. Gun Hill Road, held a groundbreak-
ing for their new paradise garden while also 
celebrating Earth Day on Wednesday, April 
22. At the groundbreaking, students and 
volunteers built raised garden beds and 
planted with the assistance of NYC Grows. 
Educators and community members from 
Evander Childs Campus will use the garden 
to teach courses and offer workshops.

EVANDER CHILDS BREAKS GROUND ON GARDEN

(Above) Students from Evander Childs 
Educational Campus were present at the 
groundbreaking. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Khadija Spain prepares food for the students 
and volunteers working on the new paradise 
garden. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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(Above) Assemblyman Michael Benedetto 
stands with Christopher DeJesus (center) 
and his parents, Michael and Addy, while 
holding the resolution. 
 Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto’s Offi ce

On Tuesday, April 14, Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto presented a resolution to Chris-
topher DeJesus’ family proclaiming May 14, 
2015 as ‘Childhood Apraxia of Speech Day’ 
in New York state. Assemblyman Benedetto 
introduced the resolution at the request of 
Michael and Addy DeJesus, Christopher’s 
parents to bring awareness to Apraxia, a 
speech disorder which causes children to 
have extreme diffi culty learning to speak 
and is among the most severe speech and 
communication problems in children. The 
assemblyman, a former special education 
teacher, praised young Christopher for his 
determination in working hard to overcome 
his disability and congratulated his parents 
for their efforts to bring awareness of the 
disorder to the mainstream.

BENEDETTO
RAISES APRAXIA

 AWARENESS

On Sunday, April 19, Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz and other local elected offi cials attend-
ed an event promoting the creation of the Hudson River Greenway in Riverdale which was 
hosted in part by the Kingsbridge Riverdale Van Cortlandt Development Corporation.

HUDSON RIVER GREENWAY PROMOTED

(l-r) Councilman Andrew Cohen, Senator Jeff Klein, Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz, Con-
gressman Eliot Engel and several children from the local glee club who sang for those in 
attendance. Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz’s Offi ce

Dr. Steve Perry delivers the keynote speech 
at Monroe College’s male empowerment 
event. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Monroe College held a male empowerment 
event for students on Thursday, April 23. At 
the event, Dr. Steve Perry, Maurice DuBois, 
as well as students from Monroe’s Empower-
ment Institute spoke to high school African 
American and Latino men about achieving 
in school and in life. Discussions revolved 
around character, scholastic achievement, 
community service and mentoring.

MONROE HOLDS
 EMPOWERMENT

 EVENT

On Friday, April 24, Senator Jeff Klein was joined by more than 150 education offi cials, lo-
cal teachers and parents during his annual Educators Breakfast at F&J Pine Restaurant to 
celebrate parent leaders’ remarkable achievements and positive contributions. More than 
50 parent leaders received certifi cates of appreciation recognizing their dedication to their 
individual local schools.

KLEIN HOSTS EDUCATORS BREAKFAST

Education Leadership Breakfast honorees with Senator Jeff Klein (c); George Hulse, Health-
fi rst vice president (l); and Juan Diaz, TD Bank vice president (r). Photo by Silvio Pacifi cio

Kiwanis celebrated their 100th anniversary with a breakfast at Villa Barone Manor. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Local chapters of Kiwanis International celebrated the 100th birthday of the 
organization with a champagne brunch in Throggs Neck on Sunday, April 26.   
Participating in the event were 12 club chapters, hosted by the Kiwanis Club of 
Fordham University. Kiwanis International is a global volunteer organization. 

KIWANIANS CELEBRATE 100TH YEAR

Borough chapters of the the Red Hat Society held a 17th anniversary celebration of the orga-
nization on Friday, April 24 at a restaurant on City Island.  The society was founded in 1998 for 
women who are age 50 and beyond, and is now open to all women.  Graceful Ladies of Co-op 
City hosted the party, and among the attending chapters were the Bronx Red Hat Roses.  

RED HATS 17TH ANNIVERSARY

A group of Red Hats at the event. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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CROSBY PET CENTER

MON-FRI 

WWW.CROSBYPETCENTER.NET

CROSBY PET CENTER

$

CROSBY PET CENTER

ANY STORE PURCHASE

CROSBY PET CENTER

$
ANY PUPPY PURCHASE

Tropical Fish
and

Fish Tanks

We do

and
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(no particular order) BMNAR executive offi cer Eliezer Rodriguez poses with his wife Fiordal-
iza Rodriquez, their sons Cristian and Miguel and his sister Evelisa Huaman after receiving 
the President’s Award from BMNAR president Kathy Zamechansky. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Sherry Scanlon (c) receives the Realtor Associate of the Year Award from Eliezer Rodriguez, 
Esq., BMNAR executive offi cer and Kathy Zamechansky, BMNAR president. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Bronx Manhattan North Association of Realtors hosted its 91st Annual Banquet Celebration 
at Marina del Rey Caterers on Wednesday, April 22. At the dinner, the banquet committee se-
lected the recipients for their 2015 awards and honored individuals for the years of service 
they dedicated to their organizations.

BMNA HOSTS BANQUET CELEBRATION

Paige J. Graham was named the winner of 
the 2015 Reinado Juvenil Pageant. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Paige J. Graham, winner of the Reinado Ju-
venil 2015 Pageant, poses with her uncle Da-
vid Aviles. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) All three winners - fi rst princess Katherine J. Rolan representing Coamo, Puerto Rico, 
queen Paige J. Graham representing Caquas, Puerto Rico and second princess Johnalys 
Sanchez representing Aquadilla, Puerto Rico. Photo by Miriam Quin

Intervale Green, A Sustainable Affording 
Housing Complex, located at 1330 Inter-
vale Avenue, hosted its Rooftop Garden 
Kickoff event on Friday, April 24.Bronx 
families attended the event that included 
the Women’s Housing & Economic Devel-
opment Corporation and celebrity chef 
Russell Jackson promoting healthy eat-
ing with cooking demos, activities and 
giveaways.

ROOFTOP GARDEN OPENING CELEBRATED

(l-r) Meredith Leverich, WHEDco director 
of strategic initiatives, Russell Jackson, 
celebrity chef and WHEDco member, Jor-
dan Guerra, WHEDco communications 
associate and Sabrina Parker, center for 
health equity at NYC Health were present 
at the Rooftop Garden Kickoff event. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Right) Celebrity chef Russell Jackson in-
spects the rooftop garden. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The 2015 Reinado Juvenil Pageant took place at the United Federation of Teachers’ Bronx 
headquarters, on Saturday, April 25. The pageant involved Puerto Rican girls, ages 10-14, 
from the Bronx. Paige J. Graham representing Caquas, Puerto Rico won the pageant and 
was named the queen.

PUERTO RICAN PAGEANT IN THE BRONX
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We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE

1760 CROSBY AVE, BRONX, NY 10461

FREE FAST DELIVERY
718 597-4992
 718 597-4993 
718 597-4994

FAX: 718 597-4995

Available In Half Trays
and Whole Trays

FULL GOURMET CATERING SERVICE AVAILABLE

CHECK OUT OUR FULL CATERING MENU ONLINE AT

MANGIASBRICKOVEN.COM

FIND US ON:

Custom Made Hot or Cold 3 - 6 foot Heroes...
All Food Made Fresh On The Premises

Let Us Do The Work For Your Special Occasion!
No Party Too Large!

Appetizers, Sides, Salads, Pastas, Brick Oven Pastas, 
Chicken and Veal Dishes, Eggplant Dishes, Sausage Dish-

es, Seafood Dishes, Desserts...and More...
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Shalom Jewish
Funeral Home, Inc.

“The Bronx Jewish Community Memorial Chapel”

(718) 828-1700
Keeping Tradition Under Rabbinical Supervision

 The Monsignor Preston Chapter 
of the National Honor Society (NHS) 
welcomed 34 new members from the 
current Preston High School sopho-
more and junior classes to join the na-
tionwide group of high school students 
who demonstrate character, scholar-
ship, leadership, and service. Current 
senior members were also recognized 
for their accomplishments.  The NHS 
core offi cers, President Samantha 
Lauriola, Vice President Dominique 
Padula, Treasure Tahsin Jahin, and 
Secretary Emily Mitchell addressed 
the entire student body and explaining 
the four pillars of the National Honor 
Society.  A special candle lighting cer-
emony followed their address signify-
ing the importance of the pillars.

The induction ceremony also fea-
tured Keynote Speaker, Annalea Can-
zoniero Ricci, Preston High School 
Alumna Class of 1962, Former Faculty 
Member and current member of the 
Preston High School Board of Trust-
ees.  Mrs. Ricci and her husband are 
also very dedicated and generous do-
nors who sponsor a scholarship, the 

Preston’s inducts 
new NHS members

Mary Ricci scholarship, in honor of 
Mr. Ricci’s mother.  This scholarship 
provides yearly tuition support that en-
ables a deserving, hard-working young 
woman to remain at Preston until her 
graduation.  In 2012, Mrs. Ricci was 
awarded the Distinguished Alumna 
Award at Commencement exercises 
and in 2013 Mrs. Ricci sponsored the 
Preston High School Rising Alumnae 
awards, designed to acknowledge the 
accomplishments of the younger mem-
bers of PHS alumnae community.  

During Mrs. Ricci’s keynote speech 
she especially referenced two of the 
four pillars of NHS; character and 
service and how they relate to her 
personally as well as throughout her 
professional career.  She stressed the 
importance of the students’ learning 
to help each other, both in and out of 
school as well as how important it is to 
treat people well and with respect and 
kindness.  

The Monsignor Thomas Preston 
Chapter of the National Honor Society 
congratulates all of the members on 
their accomplishments.  

(L-r) Senior Core Offi cers of the Monsignor Preston Chapter of the National Honor Society: 
Samantha Lauriola, Dominique Padula, Tahsin Jahin, and Emily Mitchell and Junior Class 
NHS Offi cers Katherine Kalaj and Hope Vega with key note speaker Annalea Canzoniero Ricci  
PHS ’62  (center).

On Friday, April 24, 2015, the SRHS International Club of St. Raymond High School for 
Boys - which celebrates the cultural differences and similarities from worldwide cos-
tumes and traditions- held it’s annual International Night. International Night boasts 
hundreds of different cuisines, music, and traditions from our student body and from 
around the world. It is an event to showcase social equality and acceptance of every-
thing that makes people who they are. The event concluded with the St. Raymond High 
School for Boys edition of “Raven Idol” with singing performances and contests. 

“International Night is my favorite event of the year. It gives me an opportunity to 
share my Puerto Rican heritage with my classmates and learn about the heritages of 
my friends.” said Gerardo Ramos ‘15. 

CULTURE FROM AROUND THE WORLD

Mosholu Montefi ore Community 
Center is accepting registration for 
its child care and Head Start classes 
at its main building, 3450 Dekalb Av-
enue, MMCC Northside Annex at 3512 
Dekalb Avenue and their Van Cort-
landt location at 3880 Sedgwick Ave-
nue.

 All three locations offer free Head 
Start classes for girls and boys who 
will be 3 & 4 years old in Septembe.  
Four year olds attend classes from 8:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. (includes a 2½ hour UPK 
wrap around). Three year olds attend 
classes from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. All 

Registration for Head 
Start  classes at MMCC

programs are offered Monday through 
Friday. Programs are free and income 
eligible.

 Teachers are licensed and children 
learn by being actively involved in 
reading, letter awareness, music, arts, 
indoor and outdoor play, fi ne and gross 
motor skills, social integration, par-
ent involvement, hot healthy lunches, 
snacks and much more.

 To register, stop by any of the cen-
ter’s locations. The center also offers 
childcare at affordable fees 7:30 a.m. to 
6 p.m. at its MMCC Main Building and 
Van Cortlandt locations.
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But some Albany and City Hall politicians, like Mayor Bill de Blasio, want to turn back the clock to old policies that failed in 
the past. They want stricter rent laws, and they want to freeze rents while raising property taxes and water and sewer rates. 

That would push affordable housing right back into the 1970’s and 80’s. We need to move forward, not backwards.

IT’S TIME FOR NEW 
SOLUTIONS TO AN 

OLD PROBLEM.

This is what happens when the 25,000 landlords of  1 million rent-stabilized apartments have the financial resources to make 
repairs and improvements. They re-invest the rent in their buildings and our neighborhoods. They provide work to small 

businesses and jobs to local residents – and, most importantly, they preserve existing affordable housing.
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Action
Association

Memorial planned for Rabbi Hertzberg
 Immediately following its 

Shabbat service on Friday, 
May 8, at 6:30 p.m., Temple 
Hatikva will hold a Memo-
rial Service for Rabbi Harry 
Hertzberg. The evening will 
provide the opportunity for 
local leaders, community res-
idents and members of the 
congregation to pay tribute to 
Rabbi Hertzberg, who passed 
away on March 16. 

All are welcome to attend 

the service and the traditional 
Kiddush which will follow.

A long-time community 
activist and attorney in the 
Bronx, Rabbi Hertzberg was 
the founder of Temple Ha-
tikva, and its religious leader 
since it opened its doors on 
August 20, 2010.

Affectionately known to 
his congregants as ‘Rabbi 
Harry,’ he held a strong be-
lief that “Judaism is an all-in-

clusive religion,” and steered 
Temple Hatikva to welcome 
and provide service to all 
those in the community who 
desire a connection with Ju-
daism.

The cantor and the board 
of trustees have plans for a 
smooth transition, with con-
tinuing monthly Shabbat ser-
vices on Friday, May 8 with 
the Memorial Service, on Fri-
day, June 5 with a Baby Nam-

ing Ceremony and Shevuot 
Kiddush, on Friday, July 10 
followed by an Ice Cream So-
cial, and on Friday, August 
21 followed by the 5th birth-
day celebration of Temple Ha-
tikva.

“Rabbi Harry always said, 
it doesn’t matter what your 
religious beliefs are, as long 
as you believe in something,” 
said Scott Davis, Temple Ha-
tikva’s president. “Now it 

is up to all of us to keep his 
dream and legacy (Temple 
Hatikva) alive.  Rabbi Harry 
and his leadership are a great 
loss to our community, and 
they will be missed.”

Inspired by Rabbi Hertz-
berg, Cantor Kyle Cherry has 
assumed the religious leader-
ship of the synagogue, and an-
nounced to the congregation 
last month that he will begin 
studying for the rabbinate.  

BY LYNN GERBINO
Thank to Dr. Christine 

Coyle from Jacobi Medical Cen-
ter who spoke at our meeting 
on Tuesday on immunizations 
and a myriad of related top-
ics. We learned much and are 
deeply gratwful to Jacobi Medi-
cal Center for allowing her to 
provide us her expertise.

We do have some other 
great meetings coming up.... 
On Tuesday, May 26 at 7:30 
p.m., at our meeting at the Villa 

Barone Manor we are partner-
ing with Community Board 10 
and the New York State Energy 
Research Development Au-
thority (NYSERDA) to bring 
an outreach to community or-
ganizations and neighborhood 
institutions whose main focus  
is to explain clean energy tech-
nology and the benefi ts of mi-
crogrids, as backup reserves 
when main power grids fail.  

In addition, it is anticipated 
that energy technology ven-

dors will be present to describe 
the products in more detail as 
it applies to community grids 
as well as individual homeown-
ers.  Another topic that will be 
briefl y discussed is the now 

closed NYPrize competition 
sponsored by NYSERDA, on 
community-based microcrids. 

It will be a great opportu-
nity to learn fi rst  hand about 
alternative energy and its im-
portance in the future. Please 
join us...all are welcome. Please 
RSVP to   bx10@cb.nyc.gov  or 
call (718) 892-1161 if you would 
like to attend. 

Our thanks go out to Ken 
Kerns and John Marano of CB 
10 for arranging this event for 

us.
If you have not paid your 

dues, please do so. You may send 
a check for $15 dollars: Throggs 
Neck Homeowners Associa-
tion, P.O. Box 25, Throggs Neck 
Station, Bronx, NY 10465. With-
out your support, we would not 
exist.

     As always, you can reach 
us by calling (718) 823-0327. 
Also, please “like” us on Face-
book.

Have a wonderful week. 

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
A combination of govern-

ment policies, infl ationary eco-
nomics, and employer bias is 
making life exceedingly diffi -
cult for those over 50 years old.

From Obamacare’s ‘In-
dependent Patient Advisory 
Boards’ that are empowered to 
decide if providing medical ser-
vices to seniors are cost effec-
tive, to the President’s proposed 
Medicare Part D changes, se-
niors’ health is clearly subject 
to economic pressure. A  Philly.
com report notes that  “In Feb-
ruary, the president recom-
mended a change that would 
result in doubling co-payments 
on brand-name medications for 
low-income Americans who 
use Medicare Part D, the pre-
scription drug benefi t. That 
could raise the out-of-pocket 
costs of prescription drugs for 
11 million benefi ciaries…Medi-
care Part D provides essential 
drug coverage to America’s se-
niors.”

The problem is not confi ned 
to medical issues. The Federal 

Reserve’s practice of keeping 
interest rates artifi cially low to 
mask a failing economy harms 
older Americans living off their 
savings. Also, the historic low 
cost of living social security 
increases during the tenure of 
the current White House has 
made life increasingly hard for 
America’s senior citizens.

The extraordinary increase 
in the federal debt, which soared 
70% under President Obama, 
(from $10.626 trillion when he 
took offi ce to over $18 trillion 
currently) is a key factor in the 
current infl ationary spiral. In-
fl ation, particularly in the cost 
of food, has been devastating to 
those on fi xed incomes, which 
describes a substantial portion 
of older Americans. In 2014, the 
price of standard grocery items 
soared.

     The President’s environ-
mental policies, particularly 
his move to sharply reduce the 
role of coal in the energy equa-
tion, will result in devastating 
cost increases that will have 
deeply harmful effects on the 

nation’s seniors. In July, ac-
cording to the Washington Ex-
aminer, “Regulations for new 
coal plants would increase 
electricity prices by as much as 
80 percent…Julio Friedmann, 
deputy assistant secretary for 
clean coal at the Department 
of Energy, told members of the 
House Energy and Commerce 
Committee.”

As noted in a recent Town 
Hall article “In the United 
States there are 27 million 
households aged 65 or older. 
Among those households, 63 
percent are living with a gross 
income of less than $50,000 
annually. That means the ma-
jority of our nation’s seniors 
are living on fi xed incomes. 
For many of them, their pri-
mary source of income is so-
cial security. For those liv-

ing on fi xed incomes, seniors 
and non-seniors alike, any in-
crease in household costs is 
hard to absorb, and electric-
ity represents 61 percent of 
total residential bills for se-
niors.”

Unfortunately, the private 
sector has added to the chal-
lenges faced by older Ameri-
cans.  ‘Older’ is, of course, a 
relative term. In the eyes of far 
too many employers, “older” 
may mean a job seeker only 40 
year old. 

An AARP report recently 
released outlines the extraor-
dinary diffi culties—far greater 
than the general population-- 
faced by those who have lost 
their job but, because of age, 
are met with resistance in get-
ting hired.

“On average, 45 percent of 
older jobseekers (ages 55 and 
older) were long-term unem-
ployed (out of work for 27 weeks 
or more) in 2014.” [The national 
average is about 29.8%.] Many 
of those who are fortunate 
enough to fi nd some work “end 

up accepting jobs at lower pay, 
with fewer hours, and with 
limited benefi ts…Almost half 
(48 percent) of the reemployed 
said that they were earning 
less on their current jobs than 
the job they had before they re-
cently became unemployed…
among the reemployed, half 
were earning less because they 
were being paid less, 10 percent 
were working fewer hours, and 
39 percent gave both as rea-
sons.”

In an era when the media 
and the White House are over-
eager to claim unfairness or 
discrimination in so many in-
stances, the most verifi able, 
inexcusable and harmful bias-
-that against America’s older 
population—is substantially 
under-reported, ignored, or 
even facilitated by government 
practice and employer deci-
sions.  

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our sponsored 
radio broadcasts, and visit our 
website at comactainc.com. 

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Our 3rd Sunday meet-

ing will be on Sunday, May 
17 at American Turners NY 
at 11a.m. sharp.  We will have 
nominations and election of 
post offi cers.  Gathering at the 
club follows at noon. 

From the commander:  
Our meeting for June will 

most likely be the 4th Sunday, 
June 28 for swearing in of of-
fi cers, awards and end of the 
season, beginning of summer 
BBQ.  The meeting/BBQ will 
be at Throggs Neck Memorial 
Post 1456 along Shore Drive.  
We hope by the June meeting 
to have identifi ed and invited 
neighbors who have gone out 

of their way to respectfully fl y 
our US fl ag throughout the year 
from their home or business.  

Thanks to our Jeremy 
Warneke for continuing with 
a therapeutic veterans writing 
project at the Morris Park Li-
brary and at NYU.  This helps 
vets sort things out and edu-
cates the general public about 
our service members.  Another 
thanks to our 253 Color Guard 
- Christine, Guy, Ed and JP for 

looking sharp at an award cer-
emony for the 82nd Assembly 
District which included recog-
nition of our veterans, specifi -
cally Pat Devine this year. 

SAL taps:  R.I.P. and see you 
on the other side Johnny B. 

Until next time:  For once I 
would like to learn something 
the easy way!  
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SUMMER FUN 
P R O G R A M  

 

REGISTER 
TODAY! 

Jul 6 -Aug 14, 2015  
Choose 8am-3pm or 8am-6pm  
Ages 2.6-4  
 
Outdoor Games and Picnics  
Neighborhood Walking Trips  
Weekly Summer - Inspired Themes 
Fun in the Sprinklers  
Hands-On Cooking Projects 
 
For more information, contact: 
Serene Stevens at ext. 249 or 
earlychildhood@bronxhouse.org 

A better life for everyone.TM 
990 Pelham Parkway South, Bronx, NY 10461 
718.792.1800 �  bronxhouse.org 

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

Implant.....................$995
Intergrated Post...........$0
Crown.......................$995
Total.......................$1990

CHOOSE EXCELLENCE
Vincent M. Cefola, D.D.S.
Roger Chehova, D.D.S.

1865 Williamsbridge Road
Bronx, NY 10461

718-892-2042
cefola-chehova@optimum.net

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS!

High Quality 
Comprehensive 
Dentistry

Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

SPRING SPECIAL

$500
OFF

New patients only - by appointment only.
Must mention promotion at time of booking.

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097
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The Hostos Center for the 
Arts and Culture presents a 
weekend of events celebrat-
ing and promoting an under-
standing of Boogaloo -- the 
Latin-based popular music 
and dance movement that 
came to rise in the mid-six-
ties in New York City, with its 
roots in Spanish Harlem and 
the South Bronx.  On Friday, 
May 8, at 7:30 p.m., The Center 
and City Lore present a sneak 
preview of the documentary 
We Like It Like That: The 
Story of Latin Boogaloo and 
a panel discussion with the 
fi lmmaker Mathew Ramirez 
Warren, and some of the art-
ists that appear in the fi lm. On 
Saturday, May 9, at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Center’s Main Theater, 
“Boogaloo Legends” will fea-
ture stars of the era including 
Joe Bataan, Johnny Colón and 
Pete Rodríquez performing 
with the Boogaloo Revue Or-

Boogaloo Weekend  at Hostos Center
chestra, under the direction of 
Richie González. The Concert 
opens with a tribute to The Joe 
Cuba Sextet, led by Willie Vil-
legas.  The evening concludes 
with a dance in the Hostos 
Café with all the Boogaloo hits 
spun by the popular Latin mu-
sic audiophile -- D.J. Turmix.

 Tickets for the “Booga-
loo Legends” concert are $20 
and $30 ($10 and $15 for stu-
dents and under 18) and can be 
purchased by phone by call-
ing (718) 518-4455. Tickets are 
also available online at www.
hostoscenter.org, and through 
the Hostos Center Box Offi ce, 
450 Grand Concourse, in the 
Bronx, Monday through Fri-
day, 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Re-
maining tickets are sold two 
hours prior to performance. 
The dance that follows the con-
cert is open to concert ticket 
holders only.  The fi lm pre-
view / panel discussion is free 

JOHNNY COLÓN

but tickets are required and 
available through the Hostos 
Center Box Offi ce.

 Following Rodríguez, pi-
anist/vocalist Joe Bataan 
performs his chart-topping 
Boogaloo hits including 
“Gypsy Woman.” The concert 

closes with trombonist/vocal-
ist Johnny Colón,

Following the concert, D.J. 
Turmix (Carlos Vera) spins all 
the Boogaloo hits of the era in 
the Hostos Café, from 9:30 PM 
to 11:30 PM. A native of Spain, 
Vera has helped reinvigorate 

the NYC Latin Boogaloo scene 
and is a key part of the genre’s 
new resurgence. In 2011, he 
started the monthly “BOOGA-
LOO!” Party at the popular 
underground club, Nublu, in 
the East Village.  The Booga-
loo dance is open to concert 
ticketholders only.

Hostos Center events are 
sponsored by the Hostos Com-
munity College Foundation 
with public funds from the 
New York City Department 
of Cultural Affairs, the New 
York State Offi ce of Parks, 
Recreation, and Historic Pres-
ervation, the New York State 
Council on the Arts, the Of-
fi ce of New York City Council-
woman María del Carmen Ar-
royo, the Offi ce for New York 
State Assemblyman José Ri-
vera, and the Offi ce of New 
York State Assemblywoman 
Carmen Arroyo.
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Lehman Center for the Per-
forming Arts in association with 
Sal Abbatiello of Fever Records 
celebrates the 38th Anniversary 
of the legendary Bronx nightclub 
Disco Fever with a night of Old 
School Hip Hop: Fever Re-Union 
Throw-Back Concert on Satur-
day, May 9th, at 7 p.m.  In the 
early 1970’s the Hip Hop musi-
cal genre was born in the neigh-
borhoods of the South Bronx. 
The Fever Re-Union concert will 
feature performances by Kurtis 
Blow “The Breaks,” Rob Base 
“It Takes Two,” Sugarhill Gang 
“Rappers Delight,” Biz Mar-
kie “Just A Friend,” Grandmas-
ter Melle Mel & Scorpio Of The 
Furious Five “The Message,” 
Soulsonic Force “Planet Rock,” 
Sweet G “Games People Play,” 
Mc Shan “The Bridge,” Fear-
less Four “Rockin It,” T-Ski Val-
ley “Catch The Beat,” Spyder-D 
“Smerphies Dance,” Spoonie 
Gee “Spooin’ Rap,” Busy Bee 
Starki “Running Things” and 
more groups to be announced. 
Hosted by Sal Abbatiello and 
Dr Bob Lee. Music by DJ Mar-
ley Marl,  DJ Hollywood and DJ 
Brucie B. Produced by Lehman 
Center and Sal Abbatiello. 

Lehman Center for the Per-
forming Arts is on the campus of 
Lehman College/CUNY at 250 
Bedford Park Boulevard West. 

Tickets are $60, $55, $45 and 
can be purchased by calling 
718-960-8833. Low-cost on-site 
parking available for $5.

* * *
The Bronx Academy of Art 

& Dance presents its annual 
spring dance festival The Boo-
gie Down Dance Series from 
Thursday, April 30 through Sat-
urday, May 30, at BAAD!, 2474 
Westchester Square.  The Boo-
gie Down Dance Series makes 
way for professional, contem-
porary dance in the Bronx and 
takes its title from the borough’s 
nickname, The Boogie Down.  
The festival features a power-
ful mix of home grown Bronx 
dance and diversity of dance 
from around the city. Tickets for 
concert costs $15 with discounts 
available for students, seniors, 
groups, Bronx Cultural Card 
Holders, NALAC (National Asso-
ciation of Latino Art and Cultures 
and to residents of Westchester 
Square and Hunts Point.  Call 
(718) 918-2110 or visit website: 
www.BAADBronx.org for tix, 
info and additional directions.  
The Boogie Down Dance Series 
is sponsored in part by the New 
York State Council on the Arts, 
The New York City Department 
of Cultural Affairs and the Mertz 
Gilmore Foundation.

* * *

On Saturday and Sunday, May 
16 and 17, bring your young ones 
to Wave Hill, West 249th Street 
and Independence Avenue, for a 
weekend of family-friendly, turtle-
centric activities from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. During the Shield Me with 
a Turtle Shell Family Art Project, 
marvel at the beautiful, protec-
tive shell of the turtle. Use fab-
ric and leather scraps to design 
and decorate your own stuffed, 
wearable turtle-shell backpack, 
and, moving at a tortoise’s pace, 
waltz in an oh-so-slow parade. 
On Sunday, join an environmen-
tal educator from the Hudson 
Highlands Nature Museum for 
a Let’s Talk Turtles Nature Pre-
sentation. Hear fascinating facts 
about these reptiles, and meet a 
turtle or two from the Museum’s 
collection.

Turtle Weekend events 
are free with admission to the 
grounds. Register, where re-
quired, online or onsite at the 
Perkins Visitor Center.

Registration is recommended. 
Ages six and older welcome with 
an adult.

* * *
Upcoming  Wave Hill events 

include:
Fri, May 1; Sun, May 3: Night 

Lights At Wave Hill: Wave Hill’s 
50th anniversary festivities reach 
a crescendo this spring with Night 

Lights at Wave Hill, a month-long 
celebration, when, for the fi rst 
time in Wave Hill’s history, visi-
tors will be invited to attend in the 
evening to enjoy the garden land-
scape at a time of day and dur-
ing a season when it is normally 
closed to the public. 

Sat, May 2: Tai Chi Chuan: In 
this beginner-level class, Irving 
Yee, a member of the William CC 
Chen Tai Chi School, introduces 
students to the internal martial 
arts and promotes an awareness 
of its benefi ts. 

Sat, May 2; Sun, May 3: Fam-
ily Art Project: Ephemeral Crea-
tures In Clay: Join visiting artist 
Roxanne Jackson as she shows 
you how to use wash-away, air-
dry clay to sculpt mythological 
creatures. 

Sat, May 2: Neighborhood 
History Walk: Join historian and 
Wave Hill Garden Guide Deirdre 
Laporte on a walk through the 
neighborhood to visit signifi cant 
homes and landscapes and learn 
about their historical connections 
to Wave Hill. 

SAT, MAY 2: GALLERY 
TOUR: Join a curatorial fellow 
for an exhibition tour designed to 
draw visitors into a lively discus-
sion about the relationship be-
tween art and nature. 

Sun, May 3: Members Trip: 
Join naturalist Gabriel Willow 

for a morning of bird watching 
through the trails of this scenic 
park. 

Sun, May 3: Green-Roof Bird-
house Woodworking Workshop: 
Master carpenter and Director 
of Facilities Frank Perrone and 
Assistant Director of Public Pro-
grams Laurel Rimmer provide 
instruction and inspiration in this 
hands-on workshop. 

Sun, May 3: Hatha Yoga: 
Classes are led by Yoga for Bliss 
director Neem Dewji and other 
certifi ed instructors.

Sun, May 3: Meditation: Each 
session, led by Yoga for Bliss 
director Neem Dewji and other 
qualifi ed instructors, includes in-
struction in simple techniques, 
followed by guided meditations. 
Sessions are held indoors. 

Sun, May 3: Meet The Artist: 
Kiran Chandra: Kiran Chandra’s 
installation in the Sunroom, open 
through May 31, incorporates 
sculpture, drawing and an audio 
component to explore the nature 
of non-human intelligence and 
empathy. 

Sun, May 3: Garden High-
lights Walk: Join in for an hour-
long tour of seasonal garden 
highlights. 

Wave Hill is located at 675 
West 252nd Street. For further 
information call  (718) 549-3200 
ext. 232.

Fever Re-Union Throw-Back Concert at Lehman

On Saturday, April 25 the Bronx 
YMCA celebrated it’s annual Healthy 
Kids Day. Healthy Kids Day is a free 
national YMCA initiative to improve 
the health and well-being of children 
and families in our communities. 

The Bronx YMCA hosted activities 
ranging from health to environmen-
tal. Families participated in making 
their own healthy snacks, running 
through obstacle courses and bouncy 

Healthy Kids Day 
at Bronx YMCA

houses, making their own tie-dye 
shirts, and planting fl owers! Vendors 
in attendance included: the American 
Diabetes Association, Morris Heights 
Health Center, New York Life Insur-
ance Company’s Volunteers for Good, 
Y Roads, Urban Health Plan, and vol-
unteers from JcPenny. A big thank you 
also goes to KINDSnacks for donating 
boxes of their fruit and nut bars to our 
participants. 

Moving to the beat at YMCA’s Health Kids Day.

Get your undergraduate degree in Information Technology at 
Touro College’s New York School of Career and Applied Studies.

And if graduate study is in your 
future, consider Touro’s Graduate 
School of Technology, which 
offers Master of Science programs 
in Information Systems and 
Instructional Technology. www.touro.edu/nyscas

scan here

Touro College: a world of possibilities

212.463.0400 x5500
MANHATTAN, BROOKLYN, QUEENS

At NYSCAS we provide the support our students need to 
succeed, from the moment they enroll to the day they 
graduate.

apply ONLINE at apply. touro.edu

@nyscasTouro
Touro is an equal opportunity institution
For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement, please visit www.touro.edu

facebook.com/nyscasTouro
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‘For Closure’ sculpture installed on West Farms Sq.
There’s a new outdoor 

sculpture at West Farms 
Square. It stands 26’ tall and 
can’t be missed when trav-
eling west on East Tremont 
Avenue approaching Bos-
ton Road. It’s a huge triangle 
made from twenty-six dis-
carded doors. I stopped by to 
get a closer look and noticed 
that all but the top two doors, 
which are somewhat inacces-
sible, had the door knobs re-
moved. It also appears that 
the doors were used as found 
rather than being touched 
up or painted. They were 
donated by “Build it Green, 
NYC!”  Not everyone appre-
ciates this type of art but all 
would agree that it adds a 
new dimension to the inter-
section. 

The outdoor work of art 
was created by Gabriela 
Salazar and is titled “For 
Closure.” If her name sounds 
familiar, you may recall that 
she was on the faculty of the 
Riverdale Country School. 
The prestigious Bronx school 
on the Hudson River charges 
about $40,000 a year for their 
high school and among their 

graduates are noted celeb-
rities too numerous to men-
tion here but include Chevy 
Chase, Senator Edward M. 
Kennedy, Calvin Hill of the 
NFL and Tim Zagat, the 
noted restaurant guru. Their 
campus is comprised of 27.5 
acres of prime real estate.

 Gabriela graduated from 
Yale University in 2003 with 
her BA degree and also re-
ceived the Berkeley College 
Arts Prize at that time.  She 
earned her Master of Fine 
Arts degree from the Rhode 
Island School of Design in 
2009 and then completed her 
studies at the Skowhegan 
School of Painting and Sculp-
ture in Maine in 2011 while 
already displaying her work 
and garnishing awards na-
tionwide. Some of her work 
was published in the Jour-
nal of Contemporary Aes-
thetics and in Color & Color 
Magazine. Other works have 

been displayed in galleries 
at Greenwich, Ct., Boston, 
Providence, Chicago, Seattle 
and Santa Fe. Not bad for the 
young lady from Greenpoint, 
Brooklyn. 

 “For Closure,” a play on 
words, resembles a house of 
cards and represents the cur-
rent housing market.  Sala-
zar believes that the hous-
ing market is fragile and 
capable of collapsing at any 
time.  Purposely built like 
a house of cards, the doors 
of the sculpture represent 
the homes of real people and 
the art work is presented as 
somewhat of a warning that 
foreclosure is a very real 
problem affecting real people 
and could lead to disastrous 
results if not addressed.   It 
was installed by the Bronx 
River Art Center in coopera-
tion with the Department of 
Transportation’s Urban Art 
Program.

 It was unveiled on Mon-
day, April 9, at a 1 p.m cere-
mony and will be on display 
for seven months.  The next 

time you pass West Farms 
Square, make it a point to 
stop and view “For Closure” 
up close.

I took this photograph of “For Closure” by Gabriela Salazar on Wednes-
day, April 25th at approximately 1 p.m.  I was on East Tremont Avenue fac-
ing west northwest toward the uptown entrance to the elevated transit 
station on Boston Road.

REPRINTED FROM 5/3/2012



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MAY 1-7, 2015 59  BTR

TOM ALLON

Meet the Mets! Tom root, root, roots for the home team!
It is starting to feel a lot like 1969. Or 

1973. Or 1986. Or even 2000, for many New 
York Mets fans, as a fast start reminded 
us of those glory years for New York’s ju-
nior baseball team.

Boy, was April a lot of fun. It appears 
that the long, methodical rebuilding plan 
of the last fi ve years is about to bear some 
sweet fruit. The emergence of Matt Har-
vey as the most dominant pitcher in base-
ball — much like Tom Seaver in the late 
1960s and ’70s and Dwight Gooden in the 
mid-1980s — has given the Mets a true su-
perstar to build a team around.

Harvey is one of those matinee idol-
like stars — good looks, rugged personal-
ity, macho charisma — who can light up 
the whole city. He had a big setback two 
years ago after a meteoric start to his ca-
reer — a crippling shoulder injury that 
required surgery and a 16-month rehab. 
His lightning fastball and amazing con-
trol would surely be affected, many fans 
feared. But so far, the undefeated pitcher 
has been almost fl awless.

I have been a Mets fan for more than 
four decades and it has not always been 
easy to root for a team that has had so 
many long periods of drought between 
a few fertile years. The Mets were born 
the same year I was, 1962, and their early 
years were marked by ineptitude so bad 
that the legendary manager Casey Sten-

gel once said: “ Can’t anyone around her 
play this game? ”

Until 1968, Stengel was absolutely 
right. But then a wise, patient manager 
named Gil Hodges, a former Brooklyn 
Dodger great, assembled a workman-
like team around a scintillating pitch-
ing staff led by another charismatic ace: 
Tom Seaver. A transplanted University 
of Southern California grad, “Tom Ter-
rifi c” lifted his teammates and led them 
to the promised land in 1969 with an im-
probable World Series victory over the 
heavily favored Baltimore Orioles.

The team from Flushing was dubbed 
the “Amazin’ Mets” for their odds-defy-
ing championship.

By October 1969, a team no one 
thought had a chance, had 100 victories 
in the regular season and then went on 
to mow down the Atlanta Braves and 
Orioles on its way to a ticker-tape parade 
through downtown Manhattan.

There were a few other notable years 
since, particularly 1973, when eccen-
tric relief pitcher Tug McGraw coined a 
phrased for the ages: “Ya Gotta Believe,” 
and help lead a middling team to a World 
Series birth.

Then, in 1986, 17 years after its fi rst 
season of glory, a collection of a veteran 
stars including Gary Carter and Keith 
Hernandez led a team of virtual no-

names, who were catapulted by a young, 
fl ame-throwing pitching staff led by 
Dwight Gooden and Ron Darling, two 
aces who could not have come from more 
different backgrounds. But that whole 
team came together that year to produce 
another Amazin’ season in Flushing and 
victory in one of the most memorable 
World Series battles ever against the 
snake-bit Boston Red Sox. A slow bounc-
ing ball that went through the legs of fi rst 
baseman Bill Buckner seemed like a gift 
from the baseball deities that allowed the 
Amazin’s to once again deliver some joy 
again in Metsville.

In 2000, there was a disappointing 
loss to the Yankees in the fi rst Subway 
Series since the Bombers beat the Dodg-
ers in 1956, then it has been a long jour-
ney in the losing wilderness among base-
ball’s bottom-dwelling teams. The team 
got a new stadium in 2009, CitiField, 
and brought in general manager Sandy 
Alderson and manager Terry Collins, 
whose methodical moves (helped some-
what by the previous GM Omar Minaya) 
has now put the Mets in contention.

With outstanding pitching led by Har-
vey, Jacob DeGrom, Bartolo Colon, and 
Jonathan Niese, rising stars in center 
fi eld with Juan Lagares and at catcher 
with Travis D’Arnaud, and a steady su-
perstar at third base in David Wright, 

the team is so deep that even when 
Wright, D’Arnaud, starting pitcher Zach 
Wheeler and hot reliever Jeremy Blevin 
went down with injuries, it still managed 
to skyrocket out of the gate by winning 14 
of its fi rst 19 games.

It’s amazing how a successful sports 
team can lift our collective spirits in this 
city, how the Amazins in Queens can 
make this overgrown fan obsessively 
check ESPN each day for the latest box 
score and standings.

Finally, we’ll get ’em next year, is here 
this year. 

Ya gotta believe!
Tom Allon, president of City & State 

NY, was a Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to the private 
sector. Reach him at tallon@cityand-
stateny.com.

A Happy (worried!) Mother’s Day

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Mother’s Day is usually 
marked by burnt toast, dande-
lion bouquets, and crayon draw-
ings of mommies and children 
with hearts all around them.

It is a great day.
This Mother’s Day, I’ll be giv-

ing a talk at the Museum of Jew-
ish Heritage on how come mom-
mies feel so worried all the time. 
Not that moms haven’t always 
been worried for their kids. Of 
course we have. Jewish moms 
(like me) are famous for it. In 
fact, the old joke is, “Did you 
hear about the Jewish telegram? 
‘START WORRYING. DETAILS 
TO FOLLOW.’ ”  

But for the past 20 or 30 
years, worries have come to al-
most defi ne the job of parenting. 
We worry about what our kids 
are eating, watching, reading, 
wearing, learning, not learn-
ing, saying, thinking, texting, 
sexting (well, maybe that one’s 
valid), doing, and not doing. 
Not to mention what is in their 
goodie bag. We worry even un-
der circumstances when most 
of our own mothers would have 
breathed a sigh of relief: “Ah, 
they’re outside for a few hours. 
Now I can get some work done.” 
Or, “Now he’s down for a nap. 
Phew.” 

What has made us so ner-
vous?

I boil it down to four big cul-
tural shifts:

1) The Media. Of course it 
is easy to blame the media, be-
cause the media are to blame. 
My mom could not have named 
10 kidnapped children off the 
top of her head. Today’s moms 
usually can, and not because 
there are more “sickos” around, 
or even more crime. Crime is at 
a 50-year low. It is that we hear 
about everything from every-
where all the time now. 

When I was on Nancy Grace 
recently, she showed heart-stop-
ping clips of Adam Walsh (mur-
dered in Florida,1981), Etan Patz 
(disappeared in New York, 1979) 
and Elizabeth Smart (kidnapped 
in Salt Lake City in 2002), as if to 
say, “See! These things are hap-
pening All. The. Time.” Even 
though we’re talking three 
cases separated by decades and 
thousands of miles. Not fl ashed 
on screen: The tens of millions 
of children not kidnapped when 
they walked to the bus stop. 

Pretty much whatever we see 
on television is there because it 
is the scariest of the scary and 
the rarest of the rare. If we pub-
licized every time a child died 

in a car crash in this same ham-
mering way, no one would ever 
put their kids in the car again. 

2) We live in litigious 

times, and this outlook is 

catching. We, too, have started 
looking at life the way trial law-
yers do: Is that playground ab-
solutely safe? Well, no. Nothing 
is. But thanks to the litigious 
belief that if something isn’t 
100 percent safe, it is dangerous, 
we get situations like the one in 

Richland, Washington., where 
the school district decided to 
remove the swings from all its 
playgrounds.

3) Thanks to the expert 

culture we live in parents are 

constantly being told what 

they’re doing wrong. There 
are experts on everything now, 
including (I kid you not) how to 
write a non-upsetting letter to 
your kid at camp. As if there is 
one right way to keep kids safe 
and sound. Please! But hear 
enough warnings and you start 
to feel you are endangering your 
kid if you let him do anything on 
which you haven’t done Ph.D.-
level research.

4) The marketplace knows 

there is no easier dollar to ex-

tract than the one from the 

wallet of a worried parent. 
And so we have a whole aisle 
of the baby store fi lled with piv-
oting, infrared monitors that 
sweep the nursery at night, as 
if checking for terrorists in the 
caves of Yemen (If there actu-
ally are caves in Yemen. You get 
the idea). Suddenly just putting 
your child to sleep in her room 
seems like it is too dangerous to 
do without backup.

So this Mother’s Day, the gift 
I would give all moms is the gift 

of chill. Our kids are not in con-
stant danger, no matter what 
the media, the marketplace, and 
the experts (aside from me) are 
saying. 

If you can make it to the Mu-
seum for my lecture, great. If 
not — no hard feelings! And if 
you want to try something else 
that might help you relax, con-
sider participating in “Take 
Our Children to the Park … and 
Let Them Walk Home By Them-
selves” day on Saturday, May 9.

The idea is to bring your 
kids, ages 7 or 8 and up, to your 
local park and let them play and 
walk home unsupervised. This 
may sound nerve-wracking, 
but once you do it and see your 
happy kids bounding home, the 
fear gets replaced by pride and 
joy.

At 10 that Saturday morning, 
I’ll be at the Ancient Playground 
at 85th and Fifth in Central 
Park, offering encouragement.

Lenore Skenazy at the Mu-
seum of Jewish Heritage [36 
Battery Pl. by First Place in 
Manhattan Mother’s Day, May 
10, at 2:30 pm (646) 437–4202. 
info@mjhnyc.org] $15.

Lenore Skenazy is founder of 
the book and blog “Free-Range 
Kids.”
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In the matter of an ap-
plication submitted by the 
Department of Environ-
mental Protection and the 
Department of Citywide 
Administrative Services 
(Application #C150205 PQX 
City Island Water Supply/
Drainage Easements), pur-
suant to Section 197-c of 
the New York City Charter 
for the acquisition of ease-
ments located at land under 
the waters of Eastchester 
Bay in the vicinity of Kil-
roe Street (Block 5636, p/o 
Lot 100), and both upland 

and lands under the waters 
of Eastchester Bay in the 
vicinity of Minnieford Ave-
nue (Block 5636, p/o Lot 177) 
to facilitate the construc-
tion of a water main and 
outfalls.

The Public Hearing 
will take place on Thurs-
day, May 14 at 7:30 p.m. at 
the City Island Community 
Center, 190 Fordham Street. 
For additional information 
please contact Bronx Com-
munity Board #10 at (718) 
892 1161, or via email at 
bx10@cb.nyc.gov.

Public Hearing

BY GENE DEFRANCIS  
Being that this is our fi rst 

article, we felt it was impor-
tant to recap some of our no-
table accomplishments and 
what we provide the commu-
nity. 

Allerton International 
Merchants Association (AIM) 
was founded in March 2013 by 
The Sanz, Farenga Brothers 
Funeral Home, Exit Realty, 
and three residents who were 
all born and raised in Aller-
ton, each with 30 plus years in 
the neighborhood.  We formed 
to combat the sanitation issue 
that the Allerton corridor was 
plagued with and is an issue 
we still combat today. It’s an 
issue we feel we have a solid 
solution to, but still require 
the proper funding and struc-
ture to execute.

So we continue to advo-
cate for larger public garbage 
bins with a smaller opening 
because illegal dumping was, 
and continues to be, an ongo-
ing problem in the commu-
nity. Please note and inform 
your neighbors that dumping 
your home and business trash 
into public trash receptacles is 
illegal. It also causes build up 
to occur much quicker which 
allows loose trash to fl y out.

If a trash bin is overfl ow-
ing, do not try to balance 
trash on top of it. The litter 
and trash has cost Allerton 
merchants thousands of dol-
lars in fi nes, money that could 
have been better spent on 
store improvements or part 
time employment for local 
residents.  And above all, the 
curb and gutter is not its way 
with the trash fi rst. It usually 
blows up and down the corri-
dor again giving the Depart-
ment of Sanitation an excuse 
to write a ticket even though 
the merchant had already 
swept their store front.  This 
is a cyclical problem that we 
all need to work together to 
resolve once and for all.

And I don’t think I really 

need to mention dog waste. 
If you’re not picking up after 
your dog you are not a respon-
sible owner and do not deserve 
to care for one. Dog waste can 
transmit diseases that can 
transfer when other dogs sniff 
it.  It is the common carrier 
for: Whipworms, Hookworms. 
Roundworms, Tapeworms, 
Parvo, Corona, Giardiasi, Sal-
monellosis,  Cryptosporidio-
sis and Campylobacteriosis

Words that are compli-
cated to pronounce are rarely 
good for the environment and 
other living things.  Dog waste 
does not make good fertilizer, 
so leaving it in a grassy area 
or dirt area is not productive. 
It’s harmful to the soil. And 
did we mention that stepping 
in it is never fun either.

So pick it up.
Along with these quality 

of life issues, we also tack-
led graffi ti, obnoxious neigh-
bors, noise complaints, illegal 
storefronts, and other ille-
gal activities/operations.  We 
quadrupled the the number 
of merchants who participate 
in the Safe Haven program.  
We now have 30 safe locations 
where children can fi nd sanc-
tuary if they are alone and feel 
threatened or endangered.

Our motto is... If it pre-
vents a resident from stepping 
out of their home and shop-
ping on Allerton it becomes 
our concern.

Allerton is defi nitely on 
the rebound. We have some 
fantastic new stores in the 
neighborhood including an  
amazing fresh fi sh market 
properly titled The Allerton 
Fish Market, which keeps 
growing bigger and better ev-
ery day. The new juice bar Ap-
pley-Vous that also provides a 
great healthy alternative. Sky 
Beauty Supply and Rosie’s 
Boutique are also great addi-
tions to our community.

Not to mention some old fa-
vorites like Yin Hua Discount 
Store, Florsheim, Domenick’s 

Pizzeria, Napoleons, Mama 
Rosa, and Sal and Dom’s. 

And shops that have been 
with us some time that have 
made a lasting impression 
and make our community 
stronger like Renzo Gracie 
Mixed Martial Arts School, 
Benjamin Pharmacy, M&A 
Deli, CenterLight Beth Abra-
ham, Pizza Corner, Allerton 
Flooring, Luigi’s Hair Salon, 
the new and improved Liquor 
Barn, and Allerton Diner

We have so much to offer 
and so much more to come.

Take your time to do busi-
ness with Farenga Brothers. 
They are keeping the family 
legacy alive and well while 
maintaining the same profes-
sional service they provided 
100 years ago. We are so grate-
ful to have them in our com-
munity.

And, although all of the old 
timers were sad to see Gino’s 
go, the Broccoli name is still 
present on Allerton. The can-
tina is still intact and wait-
ing for you to book your next 
event or party thanks in large 
part to Richie Sanz. Richie 
keeps the banquet hall going 
and always looking for new 
ways to update and improve 
while maintaining its tradi-
tion. When you go in, you will 
still see the old calligraphy 
G emblazoned on some of the 
glass and fi xtures. To recog-
nize and maintain Allerton 
history like that to us states 
the very defi nition of class.

Allerton is cleaner. It’s 
safer. And it’s time to start 
shopping here again. As we 
continue to fi ght to bring 
more variety to the neighbor-
hood and make it even safer 
and cleaner.

Some of the events we spon-
sor include the Easter Bunny 
on Allerton where we claim 
to have the best bunny in the 
Bronx and color eggs with the 
local kids.

In May we will have our 
third annual Mother’s Day 
Clean up, where we give back 
to one of the greatest moth-
ers... Mother Earth. We also 
hand out carnations to the lo-
cal moms. (May 10th)

In July we will have yet an-
other annual event, The Inter-
national Food Festival, which 
has been a growing success. 
Our Assemblyman, Mark 
Gjonaj, has done an excellent 
job in taking the reins and 
listening to the needs of our 
community turning our be-
loved block party into a com-
munity favorite event with a 
meaning that fi ts the identity 
of Allertonians.

We come from all walks 
of life. You’ll be hard press to 
fi nd another community with 
as much diversity as you will 
fi nd on Allerton - Albanian, 
Yemen, West Indian, Latin 
American, Chinese, Korean, 
Russian, Filipinos, Italian, 
German, Irish, Bangladesh, 
India, Pakistan, Africa... This 
is why we are called Allerton 
International Merchants. Our 
people come from all over this 
great globe and are assembled 
here in this great country, in 
this great city, great borough, 
and great neighborhood.  And 
that is something Allerton can 
and should be proud of. We 
make it work.  And we hope 
to encompass more stores that 
refl ect this identity.

In December we have 
our tree lighting soon after 
Thanksgiving. Then next is 
Santa at the Sanz the weekend 
before Christmas.

We were also the driving 
force for the return of the 
holiday street lights which 

was one of our proudest mo-
ments. After a decade of dark-
ness the merchants banded 
together and lit up Allerton 
once again.

In October we have the 
Pumpkin Parade that leads 
to the Halloween Party our 
elected offi cials throw each 
year. And shortly after we 
have a pumpkin carving event 
that we display around the Al-
lerton/ Bronxwood tree.

We’ve sponsored free sum-
mer acting workshops, con-
ducted voter registration 
events and advocated for the 
merchants and people on 
Allerton in various capaci-
ties throughout the past two 
years. We will continue to do 
so because this is our home 
and we believe you take care 
of your home.

Some other upcoming proj-
ects and goals are we will re-
store the fl owers in the fl ower 
nests located on various poles, 
advocate to repaint and re-
pave our streets, plant a few 
more trees along the corridor, 
and add a few benches and 
bike racks.

If you have any thoughts 
concerns or ideas you can 
contact us at AllertonMer-
chants@gmail.com

Or come be a part of the 
discussion. We meet every 
fi rst Tuesday of the month at 
7:30 p.m. inside the Sanz Ban-
quet Hall at 815 Allerton Av-
enue.

If you would like to adver-
tise in our seasonal newslet-
ter or contribute to one of our 
events or projects simply send 
a check accompanied with 
a letter to: Allerton Interna-
tional Merchants Association, 
P.O. Box 98, Bronx, NY 10465

Questions and concerns 
can be sent to AllertonMer-
chants@gmail.com

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
Our next membership 

meeting will be on Thurs-
day, May 14 at 7:30 p.m. at P.S. 
14.  Our guest speaker will 
be Phyllis Yezzo.  She will 
be speaking about advanced 
healthcare planning.  This is 
a very important subject and 
one that causes confusion for 
many people.  This is a good 
time to get your questions an-
swered and make a plan for 
good healthcare for you and 
your family. 

Yezzo is an expert on this 
subject with many years of 
experience.  This meeting 

will be chock full of informa-
tion.  Don’t miss it! There will 
also be some very healthy 
giveaways.  Come join us and 
see what they are! 

Spring Into Health

On Sunday, May 3 there 
will be a wonderfully in-
formative workshop at the 
Locust Point Civic House.  

Doors will open at 10 a.m.  
The following is a schedule of 
offerings:  11 a.m. - Ayurdeva; 
11:30 a.m. - accupuncture and 
massage; noon - eating sea-
sonally and locally; 12:30 to 
2:30 p.m. - lunchtime/fabu-
lous sandwiches available; 
2:30 p.m. - essential oil aro-
matherapy; 3 p.m. - Tai Chi; 
3:30 p.m. - Numerology; 4 p.m. 
- Yoga class followed by Gong 
relaxation and then Yogi tea 
and cookies.

You are welcome to attend 
for the whole day or any part 
that you fi nd interesting.  We 
hope to see you there! 
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Former NY Times photographer and current B-PECA treasurer Donal Hol-
way captures Allerton’s Zimmerman Playground Earth Day in-action!”

BY RAPHAEL SCHWEIZER
Tenant Rally Cate Change

The year of the tenant is 
here. And on Thursday, May 
14, we’ll take it to the streets. 
As you may know, the New 
York State Rent Stabilization 
laws that protect over 2 mil-
lion NYC tenants and 1.1 rent-
regulated apartments, expire 
this June.

Not only do the rent laws 
need to be renewed for an-
other four years, but they 
must be strengthened. NYC is 
more unaffordable than ever. 
Thus, why should landlords 
be able to raise the rent of an 
apartment by 20% when it be-
comes vacant after one year of 
rental? Why should landlords 
be able to dramatically raise 
rents to tenants with ‘prefer-
ential rents’ without reason 
or notice? These are reasons 
why the rent laws must be 
strengthened!

Join the Real Rent Reform 
‘R3’ coalition, the Alliance for 
Tenant Power and B-PECA 
participants on Thursday, 
May 14 at 5 p.m. in Manhat-
tan’s Foley Square for a rally 
and march across the Brook-
lyn Bridge to ‘Save One Mil-
lion Homes’.To save one 
million rent regulated apart-
ments from becoming out of 
reach for hard working fami-
lies who are being priced out 
of this city.

All hands on deck: The 
time is now to fi ght for Bronx 
tenants!

For more info on the rally/
march, contact Ava Farkas of 
the Metropolitan Council on 
Housing at (212) 979-6238 or 
ava@metcouncilonhousing.
org.

We invite our Allerton and 
Pelham Parkway elected offi -
cials on the city and state level 
to join us hand-in-hand on 
May 14 to truly make 2015 the 
year of the tenant!

D4J Call to Action

On Thursday,April 16 over 
300 NYC residents from all 
walks of life - unions, commu-

nity organizations, elected of-
fi cials’ offi ces - gathered in the 
SEIU building for a special 
Discovery for Justice ‘D4J’ 
forum on repealing Crimi-
nal Procedure Law 240. It was 
a magnifi cently successful 
event, but now we need 300 
thousnad people to call Gov-
ernor Cuomo to support this 
repeal.

Please call the governor 
at (518) 474-8390 or email gov.
cuomo@chamber.state.ny.us 
and tell him the following:

As you may remember the 
repeal of CPL 240 affects ev-
eryone: If you are arrested, 
you and your lawyers will 
have as little as 24 hours to re-
view the mounds of evidence 
against you. Is this fair? No.

Well, we need you to call 
Gov. Cuomo and tell him that 
it isn’t fair.

Every call makes a differ-
ence, so pick up that phone! If 
no one answers, leave a mes-
sage with the quote above.

Upcoming Meetings, 

Events

Here is a quick list of im-
portant meetings, activities 
and events going on affect-
ing the Pelham Parkway and 
Allerton communities that 
Bronx Park East Community 
Association advocates for, as 
well as the rest of the Bronx 
and NYC:

1. Thursday, April 30: start-
ing at 10 a.m. join Public Ad-
vocate Tish James for a hous-
ing roundtable concerning the 
renewal of the state rent laws 
and other important tenant is-
sues inside 310 W. 43rd Street, 
Manhattan.

2. Saturday, May 2: from 9 
a.m. to 1p.m. join MillionTrees 
NYC for their monthly tree 
stewardship activity inside of 
Bronx Park East at Burke Av-
enue. They will need your help 
doing reforestation, removal 
of invasive species and more. 
Wear clothes and shoes that 
you can get dirty.

3. Monday, May 4: at 5:30 
p.m. sharp, join Jeremy 

Warneke for a thoughtful bi-
weekly book discussion inside 
the Morris Park Library on 
the topic of veterans returning 
back home. I went to it this past 
week and it was very interest-
ing. Highly recommended. 
The library is on Morris Park 
Avenue, by Colden.

4. Sunday, May 10: join the 
Allerton International Mer-
chants Association for their 
annual Mother’s Day Cleanup 
outside The Sanz on Allerton 
Avenue by Matthews Avenue. 
Gene, Veronica and co. will be 
handing out fl owers to area 
mothers, and pizza to all kids 
who participate in the cleanup. 
Time to be decided.

5. Tuesday, May 12: at 7 p.m. 
join our neighbors at Pelham 
Parkway Neighborhood Asso-
ciation for a CPR demonstra-
tion inside Bronx House at 990 
Pelham Parkway South

6. Thursday, May 14: Ten-
ant Rally and March start-
ing at 5 p.m. downtown in Fo-
ley Square. Mayor de Blasio, 
elected offi cials and thousands 
others will be in attendance!

7. Thursday, May 21: at 7 
p.m., fi nd out what’s going on 
all around the community 
board area by attending the 
Community Board 11 monthly 
full board meeting. The meet-
ing usually takes place on the 
4th Thursday of the month, 
but will be changed this 
month. It takes place inside 
of Einstein Med School’s Lu-
bin Hall at 1200 Van Nest Av-
enue, between Newport and 
Tenbroeck avenues. All at-
tendees can speak their mind 
at the start of the meeting by 
fi lling out a gallery slip, enti-
tling you to three minutes of 
speaking time on the topic of 
your choice.

8. Tuesday, May 28: from 
6 p.m. to 11p.m. come support 
PPNA at their annual fund-
raiser at Maestro’s. Please 
RSVP as soon as possible by 
mailing the $85 per person 
dinner fee (check) to: Pelham 
Parkway Neighborhood Asso-
ciation, PO Box 622329, Bronx, 
NY 10462

9. Saturday, June 6: join 
NIDC for their annual block 
party at Allerton Avenue and 
Boston Road/Bronxwood Av-
enue. There will be grilling, 
face-painting, bounce houses 
and other fun activities for the 
kids

10. Monday, June 8: join our 
Bronx New York State elect-
eds for the annual Bronx Day 
in Albany. Call Assemblyman 
Gjonaj’s offi ce at (718) 409-0109 
for more info.

If we’ve overlooked any 
events, we apologize, but we 
only have so much room to 
print.

May B-PECA Meeting

Due to the May 14 R3 Tenant 
Rally and March occurring on 
the same day as the scheduled 
Bronx Park EastCommunity 
Association meeting date, we 
will most likely be holding our 
monthly B-PECA meeting on 
a different date. Our B-PECA 
meetings usually occur on the 
2nd Thursday of the month.

Please text/call (347) 654-
7044 or email bxparkeast@

gmail.com for the confi rmed 
meeting date, which we will 
decide by the time this news-
paper is printed.

Until then, please keep up-
to-date with Team B-PECA 
on our very active facebook 
group at www.facebook.com/
groups/bxparkeast and feel 
free to post your thoughts, 
comments, concerns and even 
pictures. There is power in 
clicks, and power in numbers. 

Special shout-out to John 
Doyle and the City Island 
Civic Association for setting 
the standard and having one 
of the most active and inform-
ing Facebook groups there is.

Special thanks to Dealing 
In Good, DIG, Senator Ruth 
Hassell-Thompson, Rev. Que 
English, Pastor Time English 
and many others for helping 
make possible B-PECA’s awe-
some April 25 Earth Day event 
inside Allerton’s Zimmerman 
Playground.

Democracy by text mes-
sage. Democracy by email. De-
mocracy digitally. Take part, 
join Team B-PECA in any way 
that you can, and be that one 
who helps make 1 + 1 equal 
1,000,000!

In the words of legend-
ary African-American wres-
tler and current WWE Mon-
day Night Raw commentator 
Booker T, can you DIG it, B-
PECAaaaaaa?

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
The Fire Department  is cel-

ebrating 150 years of service 
to it’s New York communities. 
Meet the men and women who 
help keep your community 
safe. Stop by your local fi re-
house on Saturday, May 2 and 
learn something. We in the Pel-
ham Bay - Throgg’s Neck areas 
have not one but two houses 
nearby. Division 7, Battalion 20 
Engine 72 is at 3929 East Trem-
ont Avenue and the one nearest 
the Post is Engine 89/ Ladder 
50 at 2924 Bruckner Boulevard. 

If nothing else go on in and say 
thanks!

Remember Saturday, May 
16 the gravesite fl ags will be 
replaced at St. Ray’s Cemetery 
and the church yard at St Pe-
ter’s in the Square. Volunteers 
(and you know who you are) are 
needed, so stop by the post at 10 
a.m. and pick up the new fl ags.

On Friday, June 12 at 7 p.m., 
the Flag Retirement Ceremony 
will take place on our Great 
Lawn.

Comedy Night on Saturday, 
August 15 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
post. Call Victor at (718) 822-

8873 for tickets which cost $40 
per person. Advance sales only. 
This is good for fi ve comics, 
buffet dinner, coffee and des-
sert. No sales at the door. There 
will be raffl es and a 50/50.

The happening for women 
vets will take place on Satur-
day, August 22 beginning at 

noon. There will be massage 
and aroma therapies, nail and 
hair  stations, motivational 
speakers and an affable legion 
member, me, to sign up mem-
bers. Kids of the vets are more 
than welcome there will be en-
tertainment for them. Food and 
beverages are available as well 
as a cash bar.

Trivia Time!!
The New York Worlds Fair 

opened in Queens on April 22, 
1964.

The fi rst Earth Day was 
celebrated on April 22,1970. 
In honor of the one that just 

passed, I ate a pound of dirt. 
Free range, of course.

We got into the War with 
Spain on April 25, 1898. Re-
member the Maine.

Chernobyl melted down on 
April 26, 1986.

The zipper was patented by 
G. Sundback on April 29, 1913.

The Bronx-Whitestone 
opened on April 29, 1939.

On the same date in 1945, 
Dachau was liberated by the 
US 7th Army.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, hug a Vet and God 
Bless.
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Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING
Your Future Starts NOW!

Su Futuro Empieza Ahora!

L M and Q58, Q55, B52,
B26, B54

F J E
and Q24, Q56

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674
a division of

SECURITY GUARD TRAINING

a division of

L M and Q58, Q55, B52,
B26, B54

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

F J E
and Q24, Q56

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674
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Soonae Tark’s ‘Have a Happy Day’ is the fully 
restored Buhre Avenue Station’s art installa-
tion. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

‘Garden of Earthly Delights,’ by James Arredondo is the newly reopened Zerega Avenue’s #6 IRT Station’s art installation.  
           Photo by Rob Wilson, MTA

The revitalization started last July 
and included the installation of new 
structural steel replacing the severely 
deteriorated original structures.

Slated for a Febraury 16 comple-
tion, this discovery reset the deadline 
for mid-May, but the MTA has com-
pleted the project two weeks ahead of 
this time table.

The renovations included repairing 
mezzanine, street and platform stairs; 
replacing platform and street canopy 
roofs and track beds; installing bird 
deterrent systems and ADA equip-
ment like new platform edges, tactile 
warning strips and boarding areas; 
painting; and amenities such as MTA 
Arts & Design commissioned artwork 
installations.      

“The Zerega and Buhre Avenue sta-
tions are on elevated tracks and have 
open-air platforms that have been ex-
posed to the weather every day, every 
hour, for nearly 100 years,” New York 
City Transit president Carmen Bianco 

Buhre and Zerega train stations resume service
From page 1

said. “The renewal work at these sta-
tions is necessary to improve our cus-
tomers’ experience and help us better 
serve them, and we hope that our cus-
tomers enjoy these new upgrades.”

Buhre Avenue Station’s installa-
tion, a glass mosaic portraying geomet-
ric shapes animates Buhre’s platform 
level by taking advantage of bright 
natural light offered by the open-air 
station platform.

The piece, ‘Have a Happy Day,’ by 
Soonae Tark clashes rigid lines and 
squares with other shapes formed by 
curves and circular motifs.

Zerega Avenue Station’s artwork 
is a large colorful glass mosaic with 
hand-formed porcelain panels in-
stalled on the platform level.

‘Garden of Earthly Delights,’ by 
James Arredando, illustrates the four 
seasons in images of crocuses, mari-
golds, daisies, pansies, morning glo-
ries, and roses.

Arredando’s desire was to bring a 
pastoral element to the urban Bronx 

environment through his fl oral mosa-
ics’ colors and fanciful imagery. 

Some minor work remains in the 
stations’ electrical rooms and staff 
quarters and Help Point Intercoms are 
slated for installation in the upcoming 
weeks.

Once completed, MTA personnel, 
elected offi cials and stakeholders will 
unite for a ribbon cutting ceremony 
commemorating Buhre and Zerega’s 
reopening.

“This is such a welcomed relief for 
our community and we are very glad 
the MTA has fi nally completed this 
project. The results look excellent and 
the MTA should be highly praised for 
how well they worked together with 
our community throughout the proj-
ect’s duration,” Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto expressed.

“It’s great news for all of us that 
these two very important neighbor-
hood stations are now open. It’s a huge 
relief it didn’t take any longer than 
it already has,” Councilman James 

Vacca said.
“As the closure of the Buhre and 

Zerega Avenue stops posed an inconve-
nience for many, I’m happy to hear the 
MTA reopened these stops this week 
without further delay. I applaud the 
MTA for their continued work to both 
improve service and provide a safe, 
secure ride for all New Yorkers,” said 
Senator Jeff Klein.

“I take the train from the Buhre Av-
enue station in the morning and this 
morning was my fi rst time. It looks 
great with the new artwork and it is 
also very clean. I hope they continue to 
maintain this station for many more 
years to come,” Nicole Luciano, a Pel-
ham Bay resident, said.

Additional reporting contributed 
by Steven Goodstein.       

ment at the Bronx County Building 
in support of the bill, echoing the of-
fi cial’s message.

In Harding Park, a handful of 
abandoned homes is having a big im-
pact on the small community, said ho-
meowners association president Elbin 
Mena. One property on Harding Park 
Avenue has been empty for almost 
fi ve years, to the dismay of neighbors, 
who’s property values have been af-
fected.

“You see a house like this, are you 
going to buy a house next to it?” Mena 
asked. “No way.”

An empty house on Neill Ave-
nue has attracted squatters, said Al 
D’Angelo, from Community Board 11.

“It’s a quality of life issue,” said Al 
D’Angelo. “When you have abandoned 
properties, it hurts everyone in the 
community.”

‘Zombie homes’ suck nabes dry
From page 1

Another property on Waring Ave-
nue has been a concern of board mem-
bers for years, said CB 11 district man-
ager Jeremy Warneke.

CB 10 deals with a range of com-
plaints about zombie homes in Throggs 
Neck from graffi ti, rat infestations,and 
the accumulation of garbage, said 
vice-chair John Marano.

“The neighbors are calling all the 
time,” he said.

And on City Island, the ‘zombies’ 
are the bane of neighbors who take 
pride in their homes and streets, said 
vice president of the civic association 
Fred Ramftl.

“We can’t keep the community 
looking nice when there’s a derelict 
property, an eyesore, on the block.” he 
said.

(Right) A ‘zombie house’ in Throggs Neck. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce
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“He’s our No. 1. Three-run lead, there is no way 
that would ever happen. That will never happen 
again.”

PAT DEANE   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

Wallace Matthews (ESP-
NNY.com) extolled A-Rod’s 
performance. “terms that not 
only did the Yankees have 
no place for him to play in 
their fi eld, but he would have 
to prove he could hit well 
enough to earn a part-time 
spot in their lineup.

This same player, who the 
Yankees seemed to be going 
out of their way to get rid of 
just four months ago, is the 
one player their lineup can 
not afford to be without.

Back in February, when 
reporters were staking out 
the Yankees minor-league 
complex and the front offi ce 
was stewing about the nerve 
of the guy to show up early 
for work, what were the odds 
that Rodriguez would be the 
one and only feel-good story 
to come out of the Yankees 
season so far?

And truth be told, through 
all of it, A-Rod has performed 
a lot better than his bosses 
expected him to, and behaved 
a lot better than his bosses 
have, too.

Friday night, he enjoyed 
his fi rst two-home run night 
since May 2012. He had had 56 
of these previously, but none 
could have been any sweeter 
than this one, considering 
the backstory, the current 

A Big 
Night For 

A-Rod

Continued on Page 75

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Drew Semler only dabbled 

in pitching before this sum-
mer. The Fieldston left hander 
felt it was better to start doing 
it full time late than never.

“I realized I’m a lefty and 
it might be my ticket to play 
in college,” the senior said. 
“Coaches would tell me you 
have a good arm in the out-
fi eld, why not put that on the 
mound and see what hap-
pens.”  

The results have been posi-
tive so far. Semler is one of the 
Eagles top two pitchers this 
season along with Henry Fish-
man. He pitched well after a 
rough fi rst inning in an even-
tual, 7-0, road loss to Poly Prep 
in Ivy League baseball last 
Saturday. 

Semler allowed fi ve runs, 
just two earned on two hits 
and fi ve walks in six innings 
against one of New York City’s 
best lineups. He got a double 
play ball after an error of his 
own and that grit really im-
pressed Eagles coach Tony 
Marro. 

“I think every game he has 
made unbelievable improve-
ments,” Marro said. “His lo-
cation has gotten better. He 
bounces back. He threw the 
ball away he got the next guy 
out. I think he pitched a really 
good game.”  

Semler didn’t get help from 
his defense in the fi rst inning. 
Two errors helped lead to four 
Poly runs. Nick Storz and Pat 
DeMarco both had hard-hit 
RBI doubles. Semler settled 
down from there after admit-
tedly being a little excited for 
the game early. 

“First inning I was just a 
little two geeked up,” he said. 
“I settled in for a few innings, 
felt like I was throwing fi rst 
pitch strikes.”

The Eagles couldn’t muster 
any offense to help him out.  
Storz and reliever Nic Mulitz 
combined on a no hitter. Storz 
left with an injury after fi ve 
innings with a perfect game. 
Fieldston’s lone base runner 
was a walk to Logan Luttway 
in the sixth. 

DeMarco made two great 
plays for Poly in centerfi eld 
on hard hit balls by Semler. 
Jack Upton was called out on a 
close play at fi rst on a bunt in 
the fourth. Semler would still 
like to see his team be on the 
attack more at the plate. 

“I felt like we could have 
come out more aggressive,” he 
said. “No one in out league is 
unhittable.”

Fieldston is playing from a 
bit of a disadvantage to the rest 
of the league. It grass home 
fi eld was deemed unplayable 

before the season started. The 
Eagles play its home games at 
Van Cortland Park or Hack-
ley on most days now, but have 
gotten a lot of its practice time 
indoors or on the turf lacrosse 
fi eld.  

“Extremely diffi cult,” 
Marro said. “We have been in 
the gym a lot. We might have 
practices out once.”

It was discouraging at fi rst 
for the players, especially not 
getting to play their home-
coming game at home. They 
haven’t used it as an excuse, 

but motivation. 
“We realized we had to turn 

that mind set around quickly,” 
Semler said. “The season goes 
by fast. We are tying to tell 
ourselves we are going to be 
road warriors.” 

Fieldston softball bests 
Poly: Temma Levis struck out 
seven and went to 2-for-4 at the 
play to help the Eagles return 
the favor against rival Blue 
Devils. Poly won the fi rst meet-
ing back on April 18. West Du-
chovny’s RBI double started a 
fi ve-run third inning.  

Semler adjusting to life on 
the mound for Fieldston

Fieldston starter Drew Semler is in his fi rst full season on the mound for the Eagles. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
It was the very rare occasion for 

Fordham Prep where a lead wasn’t 
safe with its ace. 

Rams coach Pat Deane said he 
never considered taking Conor Mc-
Namara out of the game in the bot-
tom of the seventh inning. The junior 
righty had navigated his way around 
three errors and multiple jams before 
allowing four runs in the fi nal frame. 
Kennedy’s Frank Dean lined a walk-
off single over fi rst with the base 
loaded and one out in the frame.

The hit handed Fordham Prep 
a hard to swallow 6-5 defeat to host 
Kennedy Catholic in CHSAA base-
ball on Thursday. The Rams beat the 
Crusaders 4-0 Tuesday, but could not 
get the second meeting. 

“He’s our No. 1,” said Pat Deane, 
who had a reliever warming up. 
“Three-run lead, there is no way that 
would ever happen. That will never 
happen again.”

Fordham led 5-2 heading into the 
fi nal frame before McNamara al-
lowed four hits, including a long two-
run double to St. John’s University 
commit Gavin Garay. The Rams had 
a chance to win, 5-4, but could not 
turn a slow ground ball to short by 
Gleb Kharkin into a double play.     

McNamara was sensational up 
until the point, allowing just an un-
earned run in the fi rst inning. He 
struck out seven by mixing his fast-
ball and off-speed pitches well and 

kept the ball down. McNamara 
worked around some defensive mis-
cues. He stranded two runners in the 

fi rst, the bases loaded with two outs 
in the fourth and two more runners 
in the sixth. 

“Maybe he just ran out of steam, 
but I thought he looked good all 
game,” Fordham Prep catcher Wil-
liam Duffy said. “If we had played 
better defense behind him I think 
he would have been out of innings 
quicker.”  

The Rams offense fi nally gave him 
some offensive support with fi ve runs 
in the fi fth inning. Duffy got them on 
the board with a booming double to 
left that scored James Hulbert, who 
also doubled. Lorenzo Hiraldo and 
Chris Pace both drove in a run in the 
frame. 

“The team needed a hit,” Duffy 
said. “I came up confi dent, ready to 
hit.”

Unfortunately for the Rams it 
didn’t cash in on other scoring op-
portunities. It loaded the bases with 
two outs against Kennedy Catholic 
starter Matt Milkulsky in the fi rst in-
ning and stranded two more runners 
with two outs in the sixth against re-
liever Ryan Marrone. 

The game was just another ex-
ample of the inconsistent nature 
Fordham has shown this season. 
Fordham, which saw star shortstop 
Sebastiano Santorelli transfer before 
the year started, is off to a 3-4 start in 
league play. It can’t seem to get any 
momentum going as some new faces 
get used to increased roles.

“We have been up and down all 
year,” Deane said. “A tale of two 
teams and we have been.”  

Fordhan Prep catcher William Duffy connects on an RBI double against Kennedy Catholic.
 Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Fordham Prep squanders lead against KC

BY WINSTON DINKINS
Velocity Track Club New York 

was back on the track this past week-
end.  We were blessed to compete in 
two fun meets.  Our children need 
fun meets; they don’t need that men-
tally hard competition all the time.  
Some time coaches & parents forget 
that they are children and take the 
fun out of the sport.  On Saturday 
we competed in the NYRR Jambo-
ree at Ichan Stadium.  This meet is 
designed to introduce new children 
to the sport of track & field and it’s 
a great place for our new parents to 
see their children compete against 
athletes who are just learning the 
sport too.  It also builds up the con-
fidence of our veteran athletes that 
don’t make it to the podium in the 
more highly competitive meets.  
Most of our athletes finish in the top 
three in their heat / event.  This put 
a big smile on their face.

On Sunday, April 26, we partici-

pated in the 911 Memorial 5K Run/
Walk Presented by RXR.  The 9/11 
Memorial Annual 5K Run/Walk 
and Family Day is to raise aware-
ness about the National September 
11 Memorial & Museum and to en-
courage volunteerism in the honor 
of 9/11.  The free community event 
included activities for all ages, a kid 
zone and live music performances.   
Our 9 years boys (Julian Caldwell, 
Jordan Ingram and Dontae Lindo) 
ran the 5K (3.1 miles) with a good 
time.  After the run, they had fun 
participating in the other fun activ-
ities.

Our next meet will on Sun-
day, May 3 at Roy Wilkins Park in 
Queens NY, hosted by the Metro Ea-
gles Track Club.  This will be good 
test for our team.  We (Coaches) 
will be able to see how we match up 
with the local teams and to deter-
mine where our athletes are per-
forming now and where they need 

to be in June for the district and re-
gional championships.   If you are in 
the area, stop by to see your future 
Olympians. 

Velocity Track Club New York is 
also a 501C3 Non for profit.  100% 

of your donation will go to help our 
children.  For additional informa-
tion, you can go to our web site Ve-
locitytrack.org or contact me, coach 
Winston Dinkins at (914) 441-6196 or 
email me at WATCLT@AOL.COM.

Velocity Track Club
New York highlights
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Fordham University got exactly 

what it needed in its fi nal home stand 
of the season.

The two-time defending Atlantic-10 
softball champions completed a three-
game series sweep of George Washing-
ton with 5-1 victory against at Bauoshy 
Field on Sunday. The Rams, who won 
11-3 and 9-0 on Saturday kept pace with 
second place St. Louis with a bye in the 
upcoming conference tournament. 

“We come into every weekend 
thinking we are going to sweep know-
ing that we need to keep getting these 
wins one at a time,” Rams ace Rachel 
Gillen said. 

Fordham, which trailed fi rst place 
Dayton by three games, will have to 
take the second spot outright because 
St. Louis owns both tiebreakers. The 
Bilikins took two out of three from 
Fordham (28-18,14-5) in the opening 
series of the season and own one more 
conference win because the Rams had 
a game against LaSalle cancelled be-
cause of rain.

Fordham travels to George Mason 
to end the regular season this weekend 
and St. Louis visits UMass. 

“We need some help,” Fordham 
coach Bridget Orchard said. “We need 
UMass to help up.” 

Sophomore Sydney Canessa helped 

continue the good feeling over the 
weekend against George Washington 
(22-23, 4-14). She delivered a lead off 
home run over the left fi eld fence to 
give the Rams a 1-0 lead in the series 
fi nale.

“She kind of just grooved a pitch 
and I just kind of took it where it was 
pitched,” Canessa said. “I think it defi -
nitely set the tone for the day.”   

Fordham added two more runs in 
the second inning after George Wash-

ington starter Paige Kovalsky helped 
out by walking four straight batters. 
Amy Van Hoven chipped in a sac fl y to 
make it 3-0.  Lindsay Mayer and Gillen 
each drove in runs.

Gillen, who also bats fi fth. The red-
shirt junior, who transferred in from 
Virginia, allowed just one run on three 
hits and struck out six for her team-
leading 19th win of the season. 

Gillen, who missed a season two 
years ago because of Tommy John sur-

gery, worked her way out of some trou-
ble in the fi fth. She allowed just a run 
after a leadoff walk to Samantha Dos 
Santos. Gillen got a taste of success as 
the No. 2 pitcher last season and is en-
joying being a bigger part in 2015.  

“That’s why I transferred here be-
cause I knew we were going to com-
pete for an A-10 [title] every year,” Gil-
len said. “I knew NCAAs were in our 
reach every single year.”

She and fellow former Caviler Lind-
say Mayer, who plays third and hits 
third, have been great editions to a 
strong returning core lead by Van Ho-
van, Kayla Lombardo, Paige Ortiz and 
pitcher Michelle Daubman. Mayer had 
a two-hit day, including a two-out RBI 
double to make it 4-0 in the fourth. 

Orchard sees her team regaining 
the swagger it had last season. The 
pressure of being picked No. 1 got to 
them early on, but now the group is 
just playing more confi dence and re-
laxed. 

She wants to bye to help set up her 
pitching better for the conference 
tournament, but cares more about her 
team continuing to play well coming 
in into it. 

“Us fl ying under the radar maybe 
little bit better too,” Orchard said. “I 
don’t think people are really counted 
on us.”

Sweep keeps Fordham in race for second place, tournament bye

state of the team, the fu-
ture fallout of what he has 
done in the fi rst 10 games, 
and what he is bound to do 
over the next 150.

He absolutely killed the 
fi rst home run, a blast over 
the left-centerfi eld fence mea-
sured at 477 feet. It wasn’t 
only the longest home run 
of the season by any player 
so far, but also the longest 
home run both at The Trop in 
10 years, and by a New York 
Yankee since Rodriguez hit a 
488-foot homer in 2006.

And his second one, com-
ing with a man on in the sixth 
inning and the Yankees down 
by two, would have been one 
to remember had he not hit 
the fi rst one, a guided missile 
deep into the lower left-fi eld 
seats just inside the foul pole. 
That one gave him 658 life-
time home runs, just two be-
hind Willie Mays for No. 4 on 
baseball’s all-time home run 
list, and just two good swings 
from what promises to be the 
next big A-Rod drama, the 
squabble over the payment of 
his fi rst home run bonus.

“I try not to think about 
that,” he said. “I’m just really 

focusing on trying to help the 
team win.”

But it was his third at-bat 
that was the revelation, be-
cause if Rodriguez has shown 
anything this season, it is 
that he retains the ability to 
hit a fastball, especially if he 
guesses right. Both the home 
runs came on fastballs, a 92 
MPH heater from starter Na-
than Karns and one clocked 
at 94 by Ernesto Frieri. But, 
truth be told, he has some-
times looked a little sick 
against the breaking ball.

Not this time.
But there’s nothing phony 

about the way he’s hitting 
right now, and nothing false 
about the belief that with-
out Rodriguez, the New York 
Yankees would be nothing 
right now.

You would’ve thought 
it would be the other way 
around.”

I Was Wondering

If MLB was so intent on 
banning Pete Rose from 
all baseball activities, why 
didn’t they erase all of his 
hitting marks? Maybe they 
wanted to use them to spur 
up interest in the Jeter fare-
well tour.

MLB wouldn’t do that, 
would they?

TA-NA-KA  TA-NA-KA

Wallace Matthews (ESP-
NNY.com)  wrote, “Masahiro 
Tanaka’s third start of the 
2015 season could not have 
been more different from his 
fi rst two.

But the biggest difference 
was this: After two starts 
in which the majority of the 
pitches he threw were break-
ing balls and off-speed pitches, 
in this one, Tanaka went back 
to plain, unvarnished heat. 
For the fi rst time all season, 
he threw more fastballs and 
fewer splitters. After throw-
ing just four four-seam fast-
balls in his fi rst start, a loss 
to the Blue Jays on Opening 
Day, and just 16 in his second 
start, a win against Boston in 
which he allowed four earned 
runs in fi ve innings, Tanaka 
went to the old No. 1 38 times 
against the Rays.”

Molinaro Marinara

I agreed with Bob Molin-
aro when he wrote: “It’s little 
wonder why NFL teams are 
unsure about risking a high 
pick on even some of the most 
prolifi c college quarterbacks. 
Take Baylor’s Bryce Petty, 

who reportedly had never 
called a play until the Senior 
Bowl. I’d have to think that 
Marcus Mariota may be in 
the same boat. Quarterback 
is supposed to be a think-
ing position, but colleges are 
turning out robots.”

The Dopey Iggles

The Sports Curmudgeon 
told us how Philly was trying 
to corner the market in 2nd 
string QB’s, “Let us just say 
that the Eagles’ QB position 
is “crowded”: 

Sam Bradford arrived in a 
trade for Nick Foles

Mark Sanchez re-signed 
during the off-season.

 Matt Barkley is still on 
the roster – – but should rent 
not buy.

 Tim Tebow is about to 
join the parade.

 Rumors persist that the 
Eagles want to trade up to 
draft Marcus Mariota.”

Some Water Hazard

Dwight Perry (Seattle 
Times) told us about, “A 
golfer who suffered puncture 
wounds to his right calf af-
ter a crocodile twice bit him 
at the Palmer Sea Reef Golf 
Course in Port Douglas, Aus-
tralia.

The duffer is laying up in 
a hospital bed. The croc was 
cited for not replacing his 
divots.”

More Perry Patter

Ex-Phillies pitcher Mitch 
Williams, to Philadelphia’s 
WIP Radio, after he and ex-
teammate Lenny Dykstra 
agreed to roast each other: 
“It will be the fi rst time I feel 
like a Harvard grad.” Ring-
ing endorsement

Here’s what $10 gets you a 
ticket to see these days: the 
Mayweather-Pacquaio weigh-
in, or the Ohio State spring 
football game.

(A record 99,391 chose the 
latter.)

Dwight’s Brendan Alert

The 76,976 fans at Wres-
tleMania XXXI in San Fran-
cisco broke the Levi’s Sta-
dium record for WiFi usage 
— 4.5 terabytes of data.

On the downside, local 
doctors report a sudden rash 
of caulifl ower-thumb com-
plaints. You shouldn’t have

And in romantic news, 
two rasslin’ fans picked the 
perfect place to get engaged 
— at Wrestlemania XXXI.

Well, Thelma Lou always 
said she wanted a big ring.

Pipe Dreams: I Was Wondering; Molinaro Marinara; Some Water Hazard
from Page 73

Fordham’s Sydney Canessa smacked a leadoff home run in a win over George Washington on 
Sunday. Fordham Athletics/Tom Wasiczko
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Brain   

Cervical spine

Lumbar spine

Knee

Shoulder

High-field ‘MRI 

without walls’

15 minutes

15 minutes

19 minutes

20 minutes

15 minutes

Low-field Open or 

Standup MRI 

40 minutes

30 minutes

30 minutes

45 minutes

45 minutes

For an appointment call (718) 931-5620 or visit www.udmi.net  

Time is on your side at University Diagnostic Medical Imaging! Our latest generation in open “MRI Without 
Walls” provides high-field image quality in a completely open design which takes LESS time and collects 
MORE data than a low-field open or standup MRI. That means a more accurate diagnosis in half the time. Plus, 
our completely open design provides a better patient experience. Isn’t it time you changed your radiologist.   

Time for the ‘MRI Without Walls’

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.
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