
BY ROBERT WIRSING
Community Board 2 is shin-

ing a spotlight on issues con-
cerning its district’s dim inter-
section street lighting. 

According to the published 
February 2015 Register of Com-
munity Board Requests, CB 2 
specifi ed the installation of dis-
trict-wide LED street lighting 
as its capital priority for fi scal 
year 2016.

The board wishes to have 
these energy effi cient street 
light upgrades installed at such 

intersections as Bruckner Bou-
levard; Barretto Street; Tiffany 
Street; Longwood Avenue and E. 
165th Street; Garrison Avenue, 
Barretto and Manida streets; 
Lafayette, Barretto and Manida 
streets; Southern Boulevard be-
tween Westchester Avenue and 
E. 167th Street; Westchester 
Avenue between Intervale Av-
enue and Southern Boulevard; 
and Whitlock Avenue from 
Westchester Avenue to E. 165th 
Street.

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A dad’s dying wish could be in 

jeopardy according to a local resi-
dent.

Rose Baranin’s dad wanted to 
be buried at a scenic, tree-lined 
location somewhere in New York, 
so she purchased his burial plot in 
St. Raymond’s Cemetery’s old sec-
tion along Balcom Avenue and the 
Hutchinson River Parkway near 
Waterbury Avenue in the early 
1990s.

But recently the Pelham 
Gardens resident has noticed a 
change in the grounds near her 
father’s gravesite at the 180-acre, 
two-section cemetery, which is 
responsible for providing nearly 
4,000 burials each year. 

More than 20 years later, Rose 
still visits her father’s gravesite 
frequently to stay close and con-
nected to him.

During her weekly visits she 
has discovered that many stones 
are showing signs of damage and 
previously standing stones and 
sculptures have been removed 
from the section entirely.

“My memory isn’t that bad and 
I’m not imagining this - I know 
that there were stones here be-
fore,” said Baranin, as she pointed 
to a stretch of grass in the ceme-
tery that used to be a row of grave-
stones. 

She also observed that trees 
had been planted where grave-
stones, sculptures and monu-
ments once stood. “Something 
isn’t right here,” she said.

After bringing her concerns 
to the cemetery  staff’s attention, 
they offered some explanation. 
However, they could not explain 
the missing gravestones or their 
current whereabouts.

“Many of these stones, sculp-
tures, monuments, plaques and 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO 
It looks like Community Board 

10 is going to support at least part 
of a traffi c-calming plan for East 
Tremont Avenue. 

At the request of Westchester 
Square merchants, CB 10’s Mu-
nicipal Services Committee 
voted on Tuesday, April 14 to 
approve a city Department of 
Transportation plan for traffi c 
calming on East Tremont Avenue 
and surrounding streets near the 
Square. 

However, the committee wants 
to go back to DOT to further dis-
cuss the part of the proposal call-
ing for traffi c calming along East 
Tremont Avenue between  Leh-
man High School and Bruckner 
Boulevard. 

In much of that area, the pro-
posal calls for traffi c to be re-
duced to one lane in each direc-
tion from two, with 14-foot wide 
turning bay lanes and fl ush me-
dian added to the center of the 
street, and four-foot wider park-
ing lanes running the length of 
the avenue. There would also be 
expanded sidewalks at Whitte-
more and Purtian avenues. 

“The committee reviewed the 
plan and had some reservations 
with respect to it, and decided 
to approve components of it in-
stead of the whole plan,” said Ken 
Kearns, CB 10 district manager 
of Tuesday’s meeting. 

Kearns said that the full board 
would likely discuss the proposal 
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City Island Little League Friendship
T-ballers Jake Penny (l) and Will McGonegal had a ball at the opening cer-
emony for the City Island Little League on Saturday, April 11. See more 
photos on page 7. Photo by Laura Stone

TRAFFIC PLAN FOR
TREMONT AVENUE

Headstones 
are amiss at 

cemetery

CB 2 shines light on 
dim intersections



BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
One of the NBA’s early pioneers will be 

inducted into the Bronx Walk of Fame.
On Monday, April 13, Borough Presi-

dent Ruben Diaz, Jr. announced that 
NBA legend Dolph Schayes will be in-
ducted into the Bronx Walk of Fame as a 
part of the 44th annual Bronx Week.

Schayes was born on May 19, 1928 in 
the Bronx to parents of Romanian Jewish 
descent and grew up on Davidson Avenue 
and 183rd Street near Jerome Avenue in 
University Heights. 

He attended Creston Junior High 
School 79 and DeWitt Clinton High 
School, where he led his team to the bor-
ough championship.

He played college basketball under 
Hall of Fame coach Howard Cann at New 
York University from 1945-48, where he 
won the Haggerty Award, which is given 
to the All-Metropolitan New York Divi-
sion 1 men’s college player of the year, in 
1948. At NYU, he earned a degree in en-
gineering.

Schayes was then drafted by both 
the New York Knicks and the Tri-Cities 
Blackhawks in the 1948 Basketball As-
sociation of America Draft (before the 
BAA and the National Basketball League 
merged to form the NBA in 1949) with the 
fourth overall pick. 

The latter of the two teams traded 
Schayes to the Syracuse Nationals, 
where he would spend all but one of his 
years as a basketball pro, excluding the 
fi nal year of his career when the team 
was relocated and renamed the Philadel-
phia 76ers in 1963, where Schayes was a 
player-coach.

In his 16 years in the BAA and NBA, 
Schayes played in 12 All-Star games, was 
named to six All-NBA fi rst teams and led 
the Syracuse Nationals to the 1955 NBA 
Championship over the Fort Wayne Pis-
tons in seven games. 

By the time he retired, Schayes held 
the NBA record for games played at 996 
and was second in scoring behind Bob 
Pettit, having scored over 18,000 points 
in his career. 

A 6’8” power forward, Schayes was 
known primarily for his two-handed, 
high arcing outside set shots, which he 
adjusted to after breaking his right arm 
and learning to shoot with his off-hand 
early in his career. However, he also 
used his powerful drive to the basket as 
a weapon against defenders.

After his retirement in 1964, Schayes 
stayed the 76ers’ head coach for three 
more seasons and was named the NBA 
Coach of the Year in 1966.

He is the father of retired NBA player 
Danny Schayes, who played for seven 
NBA teams from 1981 to 1999.

For his contributions to the NBA 
and the sport of basketball, Schayes was 
named to the NBA’s 25th Anniversary 

Team in 1970, the NBA’s 50th Anniver-
sary Team in 1997 and was inducted into 
the Basketball Hall of Fame in 1972. 

Additionally, he was also inducted 
into the International Jewish Sports Hall 
of Fame, the U.S. National Jewish Sports 
Hall of Fame and the National Jewish 
American Sports Hall of Fame.

“We have a long tradition of produc-
ing basketball legends in the Bronx, and 
Dolph Schayes is one of those greats that 
laid the foundation for future genera-
tions,” said Diaz. “He is a pioneer who 
was among one of the league’s fi rst stars, 
and his popularity helped to build the 
NBA into the juggernaut it is today.”

“I am honored to be inducted into 
the Bronx Walk of Fame,” said Schayes. 
“Growing up in the Bronx made a huge 
impact on my life and made me who I am. 
This borough is very special to me and I 
am very grateful to be recognized by Bor-
ough President Diaz.”

Schayes’ name will be emblazoned 
on a street sign on the Grand Concourse 
with other hometown heroes when they 
are inducted into the Bronx Walk of 
Fame after the 11-day celebration of 
Bronx Week 2015, which will take place 
from May 7-17.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

NBA legend Schayes 
Walk of Fame inductee

Dolph Schayes was a 12-time All-Star and a six-
time All-NBA First Team selection in his 16-year 
NBA career. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.’s 
offi ce
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BREAKFAST

COLD STATION

HOT STATION

BEVERAGES

DESSERTS

$2995
 

$1495 

SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2015
SCAVELLO’S ON THE ISLAND

Treat Mom To  
Something Special

JOIN US AT SCAVELLO’S ON THE ISLAND FOR OUR 



at its monthly meeting on 
Thursday, April 16. 

The components ap-
proved by the committee, 
pending some changes 
proposed by Westchester 
Square merchants, include 
expanded large traffi c is-
lands both at Williams-
bridge Road and Lane Av-
enue as well as several 
smaller new pedestrian 
islands and a number of 
new crosswalks. This is to 
provide more help to pedes-
trians trying to cross the 
wide intersections. 

CB 10’s committee also 
voted to approve part of the 
proposal calling for mak-
ing the Hutchinson River 
Parkway Service Road a 
one-way street running 
from Westchester to East 
Tremont avenues.

Traffi c calming is 
needed for East Tremont 
Avenue because of a num-
ber of serious accidents, 

said Councilman James 
Vacca. 

“The plan represents 
an outline that is a positive 
one,” he said. “I think we 
have to do something about 
East Tremont Avenue from 
the Square to Bruckner 
Boulevard.” 

The councilman said 
the stretch of East Trem-
ont Avenue between Water-
bury Avenue and Bruckner 
Boulevard where there are 
a number of curves and 
blind spots is a major con-
cern. 

He also said there are 
also issues with speeding 
and double-parked cars. 

“I think that we as a 
community have to look at 
this as a way to calm traf-
fi c and reduce speed,” he 
said, adding that he is open 
to addressing community 
concerns about the pro-
posal. 

According to state DOT 
statistics presented to CB 

10, over a fi ve-year period 
from 2009 to 2013, there 
were 59 pedestrian inju-
ries and 10 bicycle injuries 
along the entire length of 
the corridor, as well as 21 
accidents that were severe 
or fatal. 

Andrew Chirico, a Wa-
terbury LaSalle Commu-
nity Association board 
member, is one of several 
voices who feels that the 
plan may slow traffi c along 
East Tremont Avenue too 
much. Several board mem-
bers expressed similar sen-
timents. 

At the meeting, Steve 
Kaufman, Throggs Neck 
Merchants Association 
president, called for a pub-
lic hearing on the portion 
of the plan that extends 
through Waterbury-La-
Salle. 

“I know many people 
want to make the streets 
safer, so do I, but this is not 
the way to do it,” he said.
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Traffi c plan for Tremont Avenue

One of the elements in the new plan that Community Board 10 supports is making this stretch of the 
Hutchinson River Parkway Service Road one way from Westchester and East Tremont avenues. Traffi c 
would fl ow towards E. Tremont Avenue. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio

tiles are over 100 years old,” 
a St. Raymond’s Cemetery 
worker said. “Add that to 
the fact that many of their 
foundations are not stable - 
that is one of the reasons for 
items in the cemetery being 
tilted.”

Most of the land the cem-
etery occupies was former 
marshland that was fi lled.

“This situation stems 
from the land as well, which 
dates back over 100 years 
and can’t hold heavy stones 
or monuments like it used 
to in the past,” the worker 

said. “To sum everything 
up - it’s a combination of 
natural elements, but to my 
knowledge, I don’t recall 
any stones being entirely 
removed.”

“This incident has never 
been brought to my atten-
tion,” said St. Raymond’s 
Cemetery management, 
referring to the missing 
stones. “The cemetery 
maintains all sections of 
the cemetery regularly, but 
since the land swells due to 
rain, snow and other fac-
tors of nature, there is only 
so much maintenance that 

can be done, and that more 
than likely explains the 
tilted stones.”

Rose hopes that she can 
continue to visit St. Ray-
mond’s Cemetery and see 
her father’s gravestone in 
the same spot - untilted and 
untouched.

“Cemeteries are sup-
posed to be religious, sacred 
grounds where families and 
friends can visit their lost 
loved ones,” Baranin said. 
“I just want to know that in 
fi ve years, ten years, even 
20 years that my father’s 
stone will still be here.”

Headstones are amiss at cemetery

Some headstones appear to be vandalized, but the damage is the result of the weather, according to 
the cemetery. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

From Page 1
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Boston police are hoping to fi nd 

relatives of two murdered teens be-
lieved to have been from the Bronx 
to help bring closure to a 1988 cold 
case.

According to Detective John 
Cronin, Boston Police Depart-
ment Homicide Cold Case Unit, 
on Thursday, October 6, 1988, at 
2:04 p.m., a man traveling near a 
vacant lot across from 29 Eldon 
Street in the Dorchester section of 
Boston discovered the decompos-
ing body of an African American 
male teenager.

Police arrived at the scene and 
uncovered a second African Ameri-
can male teen’s body hidden under-
neath a tarp. 

Further investigation revealed 
both were shot execution style with 
a medium size caliber bullet which 
is typically used in handguns. 

A 16-inch long piece of rolled 
up foam cushioning was recovered 
near the bodies that contained 
traces of gun powder residue. Po-
lice determined it was utilized as 
a makeshift silencer during the 
murders.

Prolonged exposure to the ele-
ments made DNA testing nearly 

impossible in identifying the teens 
or their murderer. 

Neither victim had identifi ca-
tion on their person.

It seemed law enforcement 
reached a dead end in the inves-
tigation until a drug addicted 
woman brought in on an unrelated 
charge claimed she knew the vic-
tims. 

The woman said she met three 
African American teens from the 
Bronx going by the names Clay-
ton, Hooker and Flip at the same 
vacant lot. 

She revealed to police the vic-
tims, Clayton and Hooker had 
worked for Flip in the crack co-
caine drug trade.

The youngest of the trio, Clay-
ton was believed to be 14 to 16-years 
old, fi ve foot four and 130 pounds. 

A composite of Clayton was 
made by the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children 
and a DNA profi le for him now ex-
ists.

Hooker was described as 16 or 
17-years old, fi ve foot ten, and 160 
pounds. 

Unfortunately, Hooker’s face 
was severely decomposed making 
further identifi cation impossible 
for a composite.  

The group’s alleged ringleader, 
Flip was described as 17 to 19-years 
old, fi ve foot seven or fi ve foot 
eight, medium build and wore a lot 
of gold jewelry around his neck. 

One distinguishing feature Flip 
has is his two golden front teeth, 
one with a half moon design and 
the other depicting a star.

Flip was never found by police 
and it is widely believed he may 
have returned to New York fol-
lowing Clayton and Hooker’s mur-
ders.

Detective Cronin revealed the 
area where Clayton and Hooker 
were discovered was a well-known 
drug area in the 1980s and added 
drug dealers often ruled over 
street corners with an iron fi st. 

A theory Cronin suggested was 

Flip, Clayton, and Hooker may 
have encroached upon a rival drug 
group’s turf resulting in retalia-
tion.

Another possibility the detec-
tive offered was Clayton, Hooker, 
and Flip may have been foster 
house runaways, explaining a ma-
jority of foster homes during the 
1980s experienced instances of 
children running away or dying 
which went largely unreported. 

The last known address for the 
woman claiming to have known 
the trio was a town in Tennessee, 
but the sheriff and residents there 
said they neither met nor have 
seen this woman.

Detective Cronin began inves-
tigating this case a year ago. He 
explained the investigation has 
since been very slow and has yet to 
provide any further leads.

“I fi gured these kids were 
so young that somebody’s got to 
know them,” Detective Cronin ex-
pressed. “We just want to help re-
turn these kids to their families.”  

If you know anything about 
this case, recognize this composite 
or remember someone matching 
Flip’s description, contact Detec-
tive Cronin at (617) 343-5837.

1988 cold case squad seeks teens’ ID

A composite of Clayton, one of two 
Bronx victims from a 1988 Boston Po-
lice Department cold case. 
 Photo courtesy of the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children

A rolled up piece of foam cushioning 
used as a silencer was recovered near 
Clayton and Hooker’s bodies. 
 Photo courtesy of Detective John Cronin
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Longtime engineer for the several bor-

ough presidents, treasurer of the Chip-
pewa Democratic Club and Locust Point 
resident James Cerasoli died on April 6. 
He was 76.

A dedicated civil servant, Cerasoli 
joined the borough president’s offi ce 
around 1980, and worked for the offi ce 
for years under the title ‘consulting en-
gineer,’ approving all changes to offi cial 
maps.

“But he was a lot more than that to 
me,” said former Borough President Fer-
nando Ferrer.

Cerasoli was also in charge of the cap-
ital budget program, said Ferrer, over-
seeing money allocated for construction 
projects. 

The fi rst phase of Grand Concourse 
rehabilitation, the reconstruction be-
tween 161st and 167th street, as well as 
parks improvements from Hunts Point 
to Riverdale, was done on his watch, said 
Ferrer.

Although Cerasoli retired in 1995, he 
stayed on with the borough president’s 
offi ce as a part-time consultant until re-
cently.

“He was indispensable,” said Ferrer.
“James Cerasoli gained the respect 

and admiration of all through his tireless 
work in the Bronx,” said Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr. “His signature is im-

printed on numerous maps; his work and 
his memory will live forever.”

Outside of work, Cerasoli was heav-
ily involved in the Chippewa Democratic 
Club, joining in 1968 and becoming trea-
surer a few years later. He also assisted 
with the schematics for the club’s renova-
tion.

Club president Ed Koester called him 

‘the most accurate man I ever met,’ and 
said he was truly a team player.

“It’s a big loss for our organization and 
the community,” said Koester. “I’m going 
to miss him.”

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto also 
relied on Cerasoli when he was district 
leader. Cerasoli later joined the assem-
blyman’s staff part-time.

“He was invaluable to me,” said Bene-
detto.

Cerasoli was Benedetto’s go-to person 
on housing and zoning issues, but also 
dedicated time each spring to complete 
dozens of seniors’ tax returns. Benedetto 
called him a ‘tremendously giving per-
son’ who helped people in his own quiet 
way.

“He was a wonderful asset to the 
Chippewa Club, my staff, the borough 
president’s offi ce, and the community at 
large,” said Benedetto. “But besides all 
that he was just a good guy and we’re go-
ing to miss him greatly.”

“It’s a tough loss for all of us in the east 
Bronx,” said longtime friend Bob Nolan.

His son, Dave Cerasoli, said his father 
was a ‘man of the people’ who loved to 
talk to anyone and had a myriad of inter-
ests. 

After retiring he taught physics at 
Bronx Community College.

In addition to all he gave to the com-
munity, Cerasoli was also a nurturing 
and supportive father.

“He loved all of us and did whatever he 
could to help us,” said Cerasoli.

 There was one thing his dad used to 
say that epitomized his outlook on life.

“Always take your work seriously, but 
never take yourself seriously.”

Cerasoli is survived by sons Dave and 
Alex. His son, James Jr. died a year ago.

Borough engineer, LP resident Cerasoli passes

The late James Cerasoli feeds deer at the Catskill Game Farm in upstate New York around 1990. His 
son, Dave, said the photo exemplifi es his father’s love of animals. 
 Photo courtesy of Dave Cerasoli

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
State legislators are planning for in-

creased traffi c in the northwest Bronx 
when the Kingsbridge Armory is rede-
veloped in the coming years.

Senator Gustavo Rivera recently an-
nounced that $1 million was allocated 
in the state budget, passed this April, 
in order to conduct an accessibility and 
capacity study at the Kingsbridge Road 
and Jerome Avenue subway station in 
anticipation of the Kingsbridge Na-
tional Ice Center. The #4 station is adja-
cent to the Kingsbridge Armory.

The purpose of the study is to deter-
mine how the Kingsbridge National Ice 
Center will impact the ridership at the 
station, said Rivera, in anticipation of 
the increased traffi c the development 
will bring.

The study, to be conducted by the 
MTA, will also assess the cost of build-
ing a direct access point between the 
station and the ice center, and a compo-
nent of the study will explore the fea-
sibility of updating the station to make 

it compliant with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act.

“The million dollars will access 
whether any of these things are possi-
ble, and what needs the subway station 
will have when the Kingsbridge Na-
tional Ice Center opens,” said Rivera.

The plan is to make sure the sta-
tion remains functional in the coming 
years, and to explore what improve-
ments can be made in conjunction with 
the impending construction at the ar-
mory.

“The Kingsbridge National Ice Cen-
ter will be an important economic en-
gine in our community and this study 
will give us the knowledge we need to 
work towards alleviating any strain 
that may be caused by the increased 
traffi c that will be brought to the sta-
tion because of the development,” said 
Rivera.

On top of the increased traffi c ex-
pected to come by mass transportation, 
concerns have been raised at Commu-
nity Board 7 about the additional car 

traffi c that the ice center will bring into 
an already congested neighborhood.

Other issues that the community has 
been working to address include the al-
ready increasing rents for commercial 
businesses surrounding the armory.

Rivera acknowledged the concerns 
that the ice center will impact small 
businesses and possibly housing in the 

neighborhood.
“I believe these are all challenges 

that are real,” said Rivera.
But he said the developers have com-

mitted to doing the project in a way 
that includes the community through 
a Community Benefi ts Agreement, and 
he feels the development will be a boon 
for the area in the long run.

State funds $$ for 
subway-ice rink study 

The subway station at Kingsbridge Road and Jerome Avenue, adjacent to the Kingsbridge Armory, will 
be subject to a $1 million study in advance of the National Ice Center’s opening. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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City Island Little League kicked off their season withopening ceremonies on Saturday, April 11. Little leaguers turned out to play for teams sponsored by local businesses.

Play ball!

The American Legion Post 156 Color Guard, local elected offi cials and community leaders turned out to celebrate opening day with the players and coaches. 

 

Photo by Laura Stone

Dima Berezniha (l) and Alvieris Solsa are ready 
to play. Photo by Laura Stone Meghan McConaghey steps up to the 

plate. Photo by Laura Stone
Coach Greg gives the T-ballers a pep talk before the game. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Robert (l) and Brendan Delaney got in 
some practice before the game. 
 Photo by Laura Stone



BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Volunteers and students in the Bronx 

are raising money for an animal shelter 
that may be forced to leave its current lo-
cation.

New Beginning Animal Rescue, an 
animal rescue shelter located on 2515 
Newbold Avenue, is holding its second 
fundraising event and an animal adop-
tion event - hoping to fi nd their pets new 
and permanent homes while generating 
the proper funding to do so.

The fi rst fundraiser event was a 
‘Zumbathon’ rumba class led by certi-
fi ed instructors at the Locust Point Civil 
Association, 3300 Tierney Place on Sun-
day, April 12. For just $10, all were able 
to participate in a 90-minute zumba ses-
sion.

The follow up fundraiser, a social 
gathering for the shelter, will take place 
at the Throggs Neck Memorial Post, 1456 
Shore Drive from 7 to 11 p.m. on Satur-
day, April 18. 

The fee is $15 per person and $5 for 
kids and the festivities will include a buf-
fet dinner, a cash bar, a DJ and raffl es. 

New Beginning Animal Rescue vol-
unteers Christina Abbatiello and Regina 
Hickey-Shaw will be the party hosts.

All of the proceeds generated by these 
events will go directly to New Beginning 
Animal Rescue.

An animal adoption event will then 

follow a week later on Saturday, April 25, 
which will be held at the shelter’s loca-
tion. From 1 to 4 p.m., pet lovers have the 
opportunity to meet and hopefully adopt 

cats and dogs that have been rescued and 
sheltered and are looking for a new home 
and a loving owner.

“We are trying to fi nd each of these 

pets a home while still generating the 
appropriate funds to continue to operate 
as an organization,” said Christina Ab-
batiello. “When it comes to not-for-prof-
its, money is always an issue. However, 
the Bronx needs this shelter and we hope 
that people attend these events.”

The shelter’s staff is not alone. Stu-
dents from P.S. X721, the Stephen Mc-
Sweeney School, have also been volun-
teering at the animal shelter, helping 
feed and walk dogs. The school is also 
currently attempting to raise money for 
the shelter.

The not-for-profi t that is responsible 
for fi nding permanent homes for over 
5,000 pets is currently struggling, oper-
ating on a month to month basis. 

The animal shelter’s founder, Pe-
dro Rosario, is paying nearly $5,000 in 
rent each month, even paying out of his 
pocket, to keep the animal shelter in 
business.

“Our goal and mission is to care for 
pets and fi nd them a home, but without 
enough funds, that’s not possible,” said 
Rosario, who told the Bronx Times that 
he is hoping to receive funding for one 
or two months, but may be forced to look 
for a smaller location with cheaper rent 
for the shelter. “I really hope the commu-
nity attends these events and gets more 
involved with our organization - we need 
them to keep this shelter open.”
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Commitment
Dedication
Excellence

omen25Influential
Bronx

2015

These special words are reserved for those individuals who have 
devoted their own life to improve the lives of others. This year 
the Bronx Times, through a series of in-depth profi les, salutes 25 
Infl uential Bronx Women. Each woman’s unique accomplishments 
will be highlighted in a keepsake publication on May 29, 2015.

Dr. Anita Vazquez Batisti
Fordham University’s Graduate

School of Education

Denise Pagan
Alianza Puertorriquena

Debra Ann Jaffee
St. Clare’s Senior Center

Rev. Carmen Hernandez
Stratford Community Services, Inc.

NYC LGBTQS Chamber of Commerce

Michelle Centeno
National Conference of Puerto Rican Women NY Chapter

Loretta Zaino
Primavera Program

Rev. Que English
Bronx Christian FellowshipNYC Clergy Roundtable

Maribel Gonzalez
South of France Restaurant Owner

Nilka Martell
G.I.V.E./Friends of Starlight Park

Barbara Robles-Gonzalez
Offi ce of Bronx District Attorney

Nancy Biberman
WHEDco

Elizabeth Gill
47th Precinct Community Coucil

Dr. Lisa Anne Rizopoulos
Manhattan College

Cynthia Jones
Hostos Community College

Naomi Pouchie
Author

Dr. Deborah Dolan Hunt
College of New Rochelle

Wilma Tamayo
Fordham Law School

Hon. Llinet Rosado
Bronx Family Court

Rhina Valentin
BronxNet

Judy Hutson
222nd Street Block Association

Hon. Fiordaliza A. Rodriguez
Bronx Family Court

Susan O’Hanlon Mendogni
Fancy Feet Dance Studios

Dr. Yvette Calderon
North Central Bronx Hospital

Bharati S. Kemraj
Offi ce of Bronx Borough President

Dr. Eva Yan
Metro Optics

Please join us in recognizing the
25 Bronx Infl uential Women of 2015!

Call Laura Guerriero at 718-260-4593 for Rates

101 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | TELEPHONE: 347-680-3865 | EMAIL: SCAVELLOP@AOL.COM

6th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Tuesday, June 30, 2015 - 6pm to 10pm

Per Person

R.S.V.P. by June 12, 2015
(718) 260-4595

              Of This Year’s Honorees

Loretta Zaino

Rev. Que English

Nilka Martell

Nancy Biberman

Naomi Pouchie

Wilma Tamayo

Hon. Llinet Rosado

Rhina Valentin

Judy Hutson

Susan O’Hanlon Mendogni

Bharati S. Kemraj

25
2013

INFLUENTIAL
BRONX

Struggling animal shelter looks to raise funds

Founder, owner and president Pedro Rosario may need to consider a smaller location at a cheaper 
rent for his animal shelter if he doesn’t secure suffi cient funding to continue operating. File photo / 
Courtesy of New Beginning Animal Rescue
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
A picture may be worth a thousand 

words, but yours may help you win some 
great prizes.

Since February, the Friends of Pel-
ham Bay Park have been conducting a 
photography contest entitled ‘Picture the 
Park!’ with Pelham Bay Park as its main 
subject.

The contest features fi ve categories 
including ‘Seasons’, ‘People in the Park’, 
‘Wildlife’, ‘Infused by Bronx History’, 
and ‘Scenic Vistas’.

Although the deadlines for ‘Seasons’, 
‘People in the Park’, ‘Wildlife’, and ‘In-
fused by Bronx History’ have since 
passed, there is still time to submit for 
the ‘Scenic Vistas’ category.

Lizbeth Gonzalez, FPBP’s president, 
explained voting occurs via the group’s 
Facebook page and the top six photos re-
ceiving the most ‘likes’ in each of the fi ve 
categories will be recognized in an up-
coming public exhibit. 

The top photo earning the most Face-
book likes in each category will be de-
clared the winner of its respective group.   

Voting for ‘Infused by Bronx History’ 
photographs will occur between April 12 
through April 25. 

The deadline for ‘Scenic Vistas’ is 
from April 26 to May 2 and voting occurs 
on May 3 until May 16.

Photographers must be at least 18 or 

older to submit their images and are 
asked to email them via friendsofpbp@
yahoo.com as only pictures sent electron-
ically will be accepted.

For additional information as well as 
contest rules, terms and conditions, visit 
www.pelhambaypark.org.

“The overall response has been way 
more than initially expected and it’s a 
wonderful way for photographers to be-
come known through their works,” Gon-
zalez, a lifelong photographer and photog-

raphy admirer expressed. “Each of these 
photographs we receive tells a story and 
our goal is to use them to highlight the 
beauty and diversity of New York City’s 
largest park, Pelham Bay Park.”

She added these photographs will be 
used for visual outreach purposes via 
their website and Facebook page as well 
as through materials like brochures and 
fl yers.

Deborah Wye, FPBP’s communica-
tions chairwoman, said Friends of Pel-

ham Bay Park have so far received ap-
proximately 40 photographs and 1,061 
votes for their Picture the Park! contest.

On Thursday, June 11, the top 30 
contest winners will have their works 
proudly displayed at the City Island Nau-
tical Museum and are invited to a recep-
tion at the museum in mid-June to re-
trieve their works following this exhibit’s 
conclusion.

“The pictures I’ve seen so far have 
been absolutely stunning and perfectly 
capture Pelham Bay Park’s iconic beauty 
and we are hoping people will take full 
advantage of this contest. City Island is 
proud to host this event at our museum,” 
Barbara Dolensek, City Island Nautical 
Museum vice president expressed.

Dolensek added the exhibit will move 
to Huntington Free Library and perhaps 
Poe Cottage which has expressed interest 
in hosting the 2015 Picture the Park! win-
ners.  

A grand prize winner’s contest photo-
graph will be professionally framed and 
mounted and he or she will receive recog-
nition for the prize-winning work.

Friends of Pelham Bay Park would 
like to thank Wye and Cipriano of the 
Pelham Bay Park Administrator’s Offi ce 
for coordinating the contest and City Is-
land Nautical Museum for offering their 
historic venue to showcase the winning 
photographs.    

PB Park photo contest is developing beautifully

Hunter Island coast, Pelham Bay Park. Photo by Scott Farrington, NYC Parks & Recreation Department

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A labor union representing fi refi ght-

ers got a boost from borough elected of-
fi cials as it seeks better disability pen-
sions for rookie fi refi ghters injured in 
the line of duty. 

The Uniformed Firefi ghters Associa-
tion got support recently from several 
Bronx elected offi cials, including Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz Jr. and Coun-
cilmen Andy King and James Vacca, in 
passing a City Council resolution calling 
for the reversal of a 2009 state arrange-
ment that gives fi rst-year fi refi ghters 
a half-pension if disabled in the line of 
duty. 

The UFA contends that these disabil-
ity payments come to about $27 dollars 
a day, or about $10,000 per year if a fi rst 
year fi refi ghter is injured or burned. The 
half-pay calculation is less than any So-
cial Security disability benefi ts.

Previously fi rst-year probationary 
fi refi ghters and rookie city police offi -
cers received three quarters of their sal-
ary. 

“Our fi refi ghters put their lives on 
the line for the people of this city every 
single day,” said Diaz. “Their disability 
benefi ts should refl ect that commitment 
and sacrifi ce, regardless of their time on 
the job.”

King, himself a past organizer for 1199 
Service Employees International Union, 
emphatically expressed his support. 

“It’s time for us to believe, to stand up 
and speak truth to power and make the 
changes,” he said, adding “So now it’s 
time to make the change, and make sure 
that we protect the men and women who 
serve us every day.”

Councilman Vacca said that he was 
one of about 37 sponsors of a resolution, 
to be sent to the state legislature, calling 
for it to remedy the situation resulting 
from a 2009 Governor Paterson veto. 

Paterson vetoed an extension of what 
are known as ‘Tier 2’ pension benefi ts. 

“I think it is a question of fairness,” 
said Vacca. “I value policemen and fi re-
men and I signed on (to the resolution 
early on) because I believe they are im-
portant to the city, and their families 
need to be in a secure place.” 

Public Advocate Letitia James has 
called for pension parity. Steve Cassidy, 
UFA president, made his case. 

“Would you risk your life and health 
for only $27 a day?” he asked. “It’s hor-
rifi c that the top leadership in City Hall 
is saying that $10,000 a year is all the dis-
ability protection that a New York City 
Firefi ghter - the best trained fi refi ghter 
in the world – will receive if permanently 

disabled on the job.”
John Marano, Community Board 10 

vice-chairman and a retired city fi re-
fi ghter and police offi cer, indicated that 
lower disability pay could result in fi rst 
responders taking less necessary risks. 

“No one ever thought they were going 
to get rich becoming a cop or fi refi ghter, 
but we need to be protected if we get in-
jured,” said Marano. 

Marano said that fi refi ghting always 

brings the risk of a career-ending injury 
because you can never know the situa-
tion you may encounter. 

“Imagine a fi refi ghter getting an in-
jury, or maybe becoming paralyzed or 
burnt,” he said. “A career-ending injury 
can really affect your life negatively.” 

 With many fi refi ghters having fami-
lies to support, legislators need to stand 
in the shoes of fi rst responders like po-
lice and fi re fi ghters, said Marano. 

Electeds call for fi refi ghter pension parity

Councilman Andy King speaks at a recent rally in support of the fi refi ghters who are calling for a 
change in pensions for probationary fi re and police personnel. 
 Photo courtesy of UFA/Photo by Michel Friang





They explained these roadways have 
street lights, but their luminescence is 
weak and must be replaced with more ef-
fective lighting.

CB 2 asked the New York City Depart-
ment of Transportation to aid in the proj-
ect and were informed by NYCDOT it is 
being reviewed and under consideration 
by the Borough Commissioner’s offi ce.

Rafael Salamanca, CB 2 district man-
ager, explained the current situation 
presents a public safety concern follow-
ing Human Resources Administration’s 
arrival which brings an additional 26,000 
travelers through the district.

He added loitering is common at the 
poorly lit Manida Park and surrounding 
Barretto, Lafayette and Manida streets. 
Manida Street homeowners have com-
plained about prostitution at the corner 
of Manida and Garrison.

“We need to brighten up the area with 
LED lighting and we’re eager for DOT to 
make the appropriate changes to keep 
things going for our district. This proj-
ect would improve the quality of life for 
residents and for people coming to our 
community for services,” Salamanca ex-
plained.

A NYCDOT spokesperson revealed 
the Bronx is slated for a LED conversion 
next summer and the effort is being par-

tially funded by PlaNYC, the Accelerated 
Conversion and Effi ciency Program, and 
City Capital funding. 

NYCDOT explained this will yield 
an annual savings of approximately $14 
million with $6 million saved in electric-
ity and $8 million in maintenance. 

According to NYCDOT, LED lights 
in cobra head fi xtures have lower watt-
ages of 78 and 110 watts compared with 
High Pressure Sodium lights which use 
between 100 and 150 watts. 

In addition, LEDs have an estimated 
lifespan of 20 years and are directional 
lights offering better street lumination 
while also reducing light pollution.

This conversion intends to aid the 
city in reducing its collective carbon 
footprint by 30% by 2030. 

NYCDOT said approximately 500 in-
tersection street lights were replaced 
with LEDs in all fi ve boroughs as part of 
Mayor de Blasio’s Vision Zero Initiative. 

Further, more than 2,000 under deck 
fi xtures were replaced in the boroughs’ 
small underpasses and conversion is un-
derway at all major highways.

Salamanca said CB 2’s capital project 
received support from The Point Com-
munity Development Corporation, the 
NYPD, the BankNote Building, HRA, 
Bronx Works, and the Manida Street ho-
meowners.

“This is something we here have been 
fi ghting for a very long time especially 
in the case of the Bruckner which is 
poorly lit and sees people crossing over 
six lanes to reach their destinations. We 

are in full support of such top projects 
as the one Community Board 2 has put 
forth which seek to better our commu-
nity and residents’ lives,” Maria Torres, 
The Point CDC president stated. 
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Garrison Avenue and Barretto Street are one of many CB2 intersections in need of LED lighting.
 Photo by Patricio Robayo

CB 2 shines light on dim intersections
from Page 1

Why has 16 become the new 6?
When animator Walt Disney was 
16, he forged his parents’ signa-
tures and lied about his age so 
he could join the American Am-
bulance Corps, which was part 
of the Red Cross. That’s how he 
found himself in Europe, just af-
ter World War I ended, driving 
ambulances.
He loved it. He said it “added up 
to a lifetime of experience in one 
package.” And, as he later put it, 
“I know being on my own at an 
early age has made me more self-
reliant and less of a the-world-
owes-me-a-living type than I oth-
erwise would have been.”
I have to thank the book “Teen 
2.0” by Robert Epstein for that 
story, and for putting the whole 
idea that teens are lazy, incompe-
tent, irresponsible selfi es on trial. 
Is it that “kids today” are really 
so immature? Or is that we treat 
them as if they are, and they re-
spond the way most of us do when 
dissed or diminished: we disap-
point.
During the past generation or two 

we have come to think of young 
people as less and less compe-
tent. I usually notice this with 
younger kids — how we drive 
them to school, as if it’s always 
too cold or too far. How we insert 
ourselves into their squabbles, 
as if they couldn’t sort things out 
by themselves. How we organize 
their lives for them, as if leaving 
them to their own devices would 
mean wasted time, a teachable 
moment that we failed to fi ll. 
But teens, man! Lately we act as 
if there’s no difference between 
13 and 3. Here in New York City, 
there is no specifi c minimum age 
for latchkey kids, thank good-
ness. But Illinois law states that 
no one should be home alone un-
til age 14 — an age when many 
kids in my generation had al-
ready been babysitting for two 
or three (or four!) years. Now the 
14-year-olds are the babies them-
selves. 
Or how about crossing guards? 
My crossing guard when I was 
a tyke was a 10-year-old. Now, 

in every place I’ve lived in New 
York City (Manhattan, Brooklyn, 
and Queens), the 10-year-olds are 
the tykes and the guards are all 

adults.
Deliver newspapers? The folks 
who bring ours here in Jackson 
Heights do it by car. Most newspa-
pers require their delivery people 
to have a license and liability in-
surance. If you’re just a kid with 
a bike? Too bad. 
And as for the laws about sex, we 
act as if anyone with any stir-
rings of anything before 18 is ei-
ther a perp or a victim. Some-
times they’re both. A  case in 2006  
involved a 13-year-old Utah girl 
who had consensual sex with 
her 12-year-old boyfriend. I don’t 
know of anyone who loves the 
idea of kids that young sleeping 
together, but here’s something 
worse: she was found guilty of 
having sex with someone under 
14.
And so was he! 
That makes both of them sex of-
fenders — and victims.
As I learned from Nicole Pittman, 
an expert on the sex offender laws 
I heard speak at an NYU Law 
School symposium on Monday: 

of the 800,000 or so people on the 
sex offender registry nationwide, 
200,000 are under 18. That’s be-
cause teens have sex with other 
teens — a fact that shouldn’t 
be news and, when consensual, 
shouldn’t be considered rape. 
Shackling a teen with the label of 
“sex offender” often means they 
are not allowed to go to school (be-
cause there are other kids there) 
or even live at home if there are 
younger siblings in the house. 
Sometimes they can’t live near a 
park, a church, a day care center 
— even though it is not that they 
ever raped a toddler. It is that they 
slept with someone about their 
own age, as teens always have. 
It is only now that we’re treating 
teens like toddlers themselves 
that we are stunting them as hu-
mans, and hunting them down for 
having sex. Really, it’s time for 
someone to grow up.
Us.

Lenore Skenazy is a public 
speaker and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids. 

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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��RANKED AS ONE OF THE TOP 100 
    FOUR-YEAR COLLEGES FOR HISPANICS 
    BY HISPANIC OUTLOOK IN HIGHER 
    EDUCATION

� AFFORDABLE - ONE OF THE LOWEST 
    PRIVATE TUITIONS IN THE COUNTRY

��A QUALITY, PRIVATE EDUCATION 

� OVER 90 DEGREE AND
    CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS 

��PERSONAL ATTENTION

��DISTINGUISHED FACULTY

� FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING -
    DAYS, NIGHTS, WEEKENDS, 
    ONLINE

*Represents 84% of 2014 graduates for whom we have information, who are working full or part time, enrolled in continuing education, or performing voluntary or military service.
�

Best Lifetime Return on Investment
AffordableCollegesOnline.org

*

DOBBS FERRY  |  MANHATTAN  |  BRONX  |  YORKTOWN HEIGHTS  |  ONLINE
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