
BY ROBERT WIRSING
Here is some news that will 

literally do your heart well.
On Thursday, March 26, 

William P. Walsh, New York 
City Health and Hospitals 
Corporation’s North Bronx 
Healthcare Network senior 
vice president and HHC Jacobi 
Medical Center’s executive di-
rector, announced Jacobi Med-
ical has started offering a new 
compact and stronger system 
for continuous monitoring of 
heart activity in patients with 

cardiac arrhythmia.
The device ‘Reveal LINQ’ is 

manufactured by Medtronic 
and is an insertable cardiac 
monitor approximately an 
inch long and one-third of a 
AAA battery’s size. 

Reveal LINQ is set beneath 
a patient’s skin via a small left 
side chest incision and pro-
vides continuous as well as 
wireless heart activity moni-
toring.

This MRI safe device is de-

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A state court decision has 

restored the only jiggle joint to 
Hunts Point.

The New York State Supreme 
Court vacated the State Liquor 
Authority’s cancelation of the 
liquor license for Platinum Plea-
sures, the peninsula’s last strip 
club, in a ruling by the court’s 
First Department fi led on Tues-
day, March 24.

Senator Jeff Klein, Assembly-
man Marcos Crespo and Com-
munity Board 2 are calling on 
the SLA to take the case to the 
New York State Court of Ap-
peals, the state’s highest court. 

“Lewd establishments like 
Platinum Pleasures, who have 
time and again demonstrated 
they are a threat to the safety 
and security of local residents, 
have no place in Hunts Point,” 
said Klein. “I have fought for 
many years to put an end to 
dangerous, seedy nightclubs in 
this neighborhood, and allowing 
Platinum Pleasures to reopen 
would do a certain disservice to 
the entire Hunts Point commu-
nity.” 

The club, located at 1098 
Lafayette Avenue, had its li-
cense yanked by the SLA on the 
grounds that it failed to obtain 
permission for a ‘substantial 
alteration,’ renovations costing 
over $100,000 including convert-
ing a dressing room into a seat-
ing area. 

A majority of the justices re-
jected the SLA cancelation, rec-
ommending a lesser penalty. 

Klein, Crespo and CB 2 penned 
a letter to SLA chairman Dennis 
Rosen dated Thursday, March 26 
urging an appeal, citing the dis-
senting opinions of two justices, 
and pointing out that lewd places 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Sometimes apartment de-

posits don’t  give a potential 
renter much security.

On Tuesday, March 31, 23-
year old Bronx resident Mon-
essa Samuels was arrested, 
and charged with grand lar-
ceny after allegedly scamming 
a few potential renters out of 
almost $6,000 in security de-
posits for a Morris Park apart-
ment.

The real estate agent imper-

sonator, who is currently living 
in an apartment on Prospect 
Avenue, allegedly obtained the 
keys to a basement apartment 
at 957 Van Nest Avenue in late 
February and listed the apart-
ment on Craigslist. 

According to reports, three 
renters, all under 30 years old, 
initially talked to a man on 
Craigslist, believed to be Sam-
uels’ father, who directed them 
to meet her.
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Easter Bunny Hugs On Allerton
Sophia Berisha hung out with the Easter Bunny on Allerton Avenue on 
Saturday, April 4. The event, which also featured egg coloring, was hosted 
by the Allerton International Merchants Association. Photo by Laura Stone

ONLINE RENTAL
SCAMMER CUFFED

Rented same Van Nest 
apartment three times

Jiggle joint 
gets liquor 
license back

Jacobi offers modern 
cardiac monitoring device
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The signs on a closed hot-sheet motel 

are down, but the future of the property, 
currently being used as a homeless shel-
ter, remains an unanswered question. 

The remaining signage on the building 
that was once the Capri Whitestone Hotel, 
have fi nally come down. 

Local leaders hailed the signs’ removal 
as the end of a nuisance for the community 
and shelter residents, numbering about 91 
families. 

“While the introduction of the Crystal 
Family Residence in Ferry Point was hap-
hazard at best, the removal of the former 
Capri Whitestone Motel sign marks an im-
portant step forward for both the families 
who reside there and the community at 
large,” said Senator Jeff Klein. 

Yet the signs’ removal are also adding 
a sense of permanence to the shelter, as 
elected offi cials and Community Board 10 
continue to push for an alternate site. 

As of press time, the Mayor’s Offi ce of 
Contract Services has not yet made a de-
termination on the extension of a tempo-
rary, emergency Department of Homeless 
Services contract for the facility to oper-
ate permanently, a spokeswoman for Klein 
confi rmed.  

According to Klein’s offi ce, Comptroller 
Scott Stringer’s offi ce informed CB 10 that 
the signage would be removed on Tuesday, 
March 31. 

CB 10 had been advocating for the re-
moval because of the unsavory activity 
the community was exposed to because of 
the short-stay motel operations.  

Michael Rivadeneyra, chief of staff for 
Councilman James Vacca, said that his of-
fi ce still has not heard anything defi nitive 
on the pending contract extension, adding 
that the city bureaucracy often takes some 
time on these decisions. 

Speaking on behalf of Vacca, Ri-
vadeneyra said that the councilman still 
opposes the siting of the shelter.

“It is not a great location for the shel-
ter because it is further isolating the fami-
lies,” he said, alluding to the shelter’s rela-
tively remote location next to Ferry Point 
Park’s west side. 

He added: “We also understand that 
when the golf course opens, there was sup-
posed to be an economic plan for the area, 
and this is not meshing with that eco-
nomic plan.” 

Along with Klein and Assemblyman Mi-
chael Benedetto, CB 10 voiced opposition 
at a MOCS hearing on Thursday, March 19 
on granting the shelter’s operator, Acacia 
Housing Network, a permanent contract 
for the facility. 

The board’s testimony, provided by 
its chairman Martin Prince, detailed the 
board’s opposition to a permanent con-
tract for Crystal’s Place, another name for 
the shelter at 555 Hutchinson River Park-
way. 

The board cited “the manner in which 
(the Department of Homeless Services) op-
erates, its lack of notifi cation, its complete 
disregard for the host community’s con-
cerns, inconsistencies of service between 
shelter to shelter, the opaque nature of con-
tracts and its high costs.”

One of the issues that Prince and the 
board raised was the annual cost that was 
awarded on an emergency contract where 
there was not a competitive bidding pro-
cess. 

“This is a no-bid $17,801,135 contract 
that spends $125.79 on each client per day,” 
CB 10 stated its testimony. 

CB 10 added: “To let a contract of this 
size without public review violates not 
only the city’s own contract rules, but de-
fi es common sense.” 

Capri Motel signs down
Remaining hotel signage on the closed Capri Whitestone Hotel, which has been retrofi tted into a 
91-family homeless shelter, have been removed. Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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BREAKFAST

COLD STATION

HOT STATION

BEVERAGES

DESSERTS

$2995
 

$1495 

SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2015
SCAVELLO’S ON THE ISLAND

Treat Mom To  
Something Special

JOIN US AT SCAVELLO’S ON THE ISLAND FOR OUR 



of business in Hunts Point 
have long been hot spots 
for violence and caused 
diminished quality-of-life 
for residents. 

“Platinum Pleasures 
in particular has been a 
source of numerous docu-
mented incidents requir-
ing the intervention of 
the New York City Police 
Department and other 
agencies,” states the let-
ter. “Arrests for shootings, 
stabbings, slashings with 
a bottle, serving alcohol to 
minors, and criminal sale 
of a controlled substance 
are but a few of the prob-
lems we have seen at this 
particular location.” 

When CB 2 district 
manager Rafael Sala-
manca Jr. began his cur-
rent role at the board four 
and a half years ago, there 
were about fi ve strip clubs 
operating in Hunts Point, 
he said. 

The board made an ef-
fort to document all vio-
lence and violations com-
ing from the clubs, and 
presented their fi ndings to 
the SLA when it came time 
for liquor license renew-
als, said Salamanca.

Since the clubs closed, 
the neighborhood has seen 
a decrease in prostitution, 
and ‘johns’ leaving the 
clubs are no longer harass-
ing local woman, he said. 

At Platinum Pleasures 
in particular, Salamanca 
said that residents were 
seeing a reduction in their 
quality of life because po-
lice resources were being 
siphoned off to address 

security concerns outside 
the club. He called this 
‘unacceptable.’  

“It was so bad that a 
patrol car would have to 
park in front of the estab-
lishment every night they 

were open,” said the dis-
trict manager, adding “So 
when you’d call the police 
for a quality of life issue, it 
would take that much lon-
ger to come and address 
your issue.” 

She then showed the 
apartment to the three 
interested parties in 
early March. Each of the 
renters seemed inter-

ested in the place, and 
put down security depos-
its on the apartment, to-
taling $5,750.

When the three rent-
ers tried to individually 

contact Samuels regard-
ing information on the 
apartment, she never re-
sponded to them. 

They tried to get the 
security deposits back, 

but were unsuccessful.
Nearly a month later, 

Samuels was arrested, 
charged with two counts 
of grand larceny and one 
count of petit larceny.
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Online rental scammer cuffed

Platinum Pleasures in Hunts Point 
gets its liquor license back

Senator Jeff Klein (c), Senator Ruben Diaz Sr., Assemblyman Marcos Crespo, Community Board 2’s 
Rafael Salamanca, Jr ., clergy and a host of community members rally outside of Platinum Pleasures 
in 2014. File Photo
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The state budget fi nalized just 

after midnight on April 1st is no-
table for many reasons, but perhaps 
more so for the Bronx because of the 
rise of the new assembly speaker. 

Representing a district in the 
northern reaches of the borough, 
Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie 
completed his fi rst budget negotia-
tions with Senate leaders and the 
governor as the leader of the con-
ference. 

“This is a very good budget for 
the Bronx,” said the speaker, who in 
an interview highlighted increased 
state aid to education with about a 
half-billion dollars more coming to 
city public schools.

Heastie adding that this in-
crease includes almost $3 million 
for a handful of schools that have 
been struggling for more than ten 
years. As part of this funding, there 
should be tutoring, longer school 
days, mental hygiene and social 
services, as well as Saturday pro-
gramming at the schools. 

As part of a widely reported $5.4 
billion settlement fund from large 
fi nancial institutions that will go 
to fund infrastructure projects 
around New York State, appropria-
tions were made specifi cally for 

new Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority Metro-North stations in 
the Bronx, a fact that Heastie high-
lighted. 

Senator Jeff Klein said that the 
$250 million in the budget, ear-
marked for the four new Metro-
North stations in Co-op City, Mor-
ris Park, Parkchester and Hunts 
Point, was part of an effort he help 
spearhead, along with Heastie and 
Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr., 

the project into the MTA Capital 
Plan. 

It is very rare, he added, that 
MTA appropriations for capital 
projects like the stations be in-
cluded in the budget before they are 
listed in the capital plan, but that is 
what happened with the new com-
muter train stops. 

“Now it is going to happen and 
it is going to happen a lot quicker,” 
said the senator adding “I think 
this is going to be a game-changer 
for those communities. While in 

the past it takes probably about an 
hour for people go to Manhattan to 
work, they are going to be able to 
get to Penn Station in 18 to 20 min-
utes.” 

The new stations will also afford 
people the opportunity to commute 
to jobs in Westchester and Connect-
icut, he said. 

The budget also includes roughly 
$200,000 in funding for the Bronx 

Help Identify Real Employment 
program, said Klein. That program 
links those seeking jobs with real 
opportunities and education. 

Even though, according to pub-
lished reports, the Assembly fi n-
ished working on the budget sev-
eral hours after midnight, Speaker 
Heastie said it was an on-time bud-
get “because all of the bills that 
dealt with the appropriation of gov-
ernment services were done before 
midnight.”

Both Klein and Speaker Heastie 
indicated that they believe that 
raising the minimum wage is also 
doable as they look towards the up-
coming legislative session follow-
ing the budget. It was not taken up 
in the budget. 

“We are not giving up and that 
remains one of the top priorities for 
the assembly,” said Heastie of a pos-
sible minimum wage hike. 

Klein also listed property tax re-
lief as one of his priorities. 

Even though he is not a state of-
fi cial, in a statement Councilman 
James Vacca praised the budget 
passed by the legislature and Gov-
ernor Cuomo, lauding their efforts 
in funding the Metro-North sta-
tions and a plan to increase broad-
band Internet access. 

E. Bronx Metro-North stops budgeted

Speaker Carl Heastie, who represents 
a district in the northeastern corner 
of the borough, leads the state assem-
bly. File Photo

Senator Jeff Klein, who represents a 
district covering parts of the east and 
west Bronx, is the leader of the Inde-
pendent Democratic Conference in the 
senate.

We are not giving 
up [on a possible 
minimum wage 
hike] and that 

remains one of the 
top priorities for 

the assembly.
Carl Heastie

Assembly Speaker
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A longtime Bronxite has shown over and 

over again that she deeply cares about her 
community and the its residents.

Hetty Fox, a longtime Bronx activist has 
continuously put her community fi rst - hold-
ing countless activities and events for her 
neighborhood to enjoy and learn from for de-
cades.

Born in Harlem in 1933 to Guyanese im-
migrants George and Ina Fox, Hetty moved to 
the present day neighborhood of Foxhurst in 
the Bronx, formally known as Fort Apache. 

She went to Cathedral High School and 
eventually graduated from Hunter College in 
1962 with a BA, majoring in psychology and 
minoring in sociology and Russian.

After graduating from college, Fox moved 
to Hollywood, CA to begin a new chapter in 
her life. 

When she was living on the west coast, she 
received two masters after tenures at Cali-
fornia State University Northridge and Casa 
Loma College in Anaheim. She also taught at 
Cal State Northridge.

She moved back to New York in 1970, after 
she had been informed that her sister was ex-
pecting her fi rst child and planning to go on a 
long trip with her husband as members of the 
Peace Corps. 

Fox’s parents were also getting older, so 
she wanted to stay close and in contact with 
them as well.

When she moved back to her old street, Ly-
man Place, she noticed that the neighborhood 
had changed - for the worst. 

It was at that time that Hetty Fox felt an ob-
ligation to revive a community and a borough 
that had gone through so much in the 1960s 
and 1970s.

“I knew that the Bronx needed help,” said 
Hetty, who recalls that she couldn’t leave 
again after seeing the condition of her dete-
riorated neighborhood. 

“The south Bronx became the poorest part 
of the country, and I had to do things to make 

the life of my family, friends and neighbors 
better.”

She began by renovating and rescuing 
one-family and two-family homes on her 
block, and eventually turned one of them into 
a center for arts and education, called the Neo-
Presearch Energy Foundation, Inc., located at 
1370 Lyman Place. 

At this center, those who visit are encour-
aged to write their own books or create their 
own art project when taking part in arts and 
crafts workshops. 

Some visitors have even practiced DJing 
at the center in past years.

Fox is also responsible for starting her 
very own ‘Play Street’, which she began in 
1977. 

Play streets are intended to give kids who 
can’t afford summer camp another option. 

For this event, Fox closes down Lyman 
Avenue from 8  a.m. to 8 p.m. so that kids can 
take part in physical activities that are good 
for both the mind and the body. 

According to Fox, the play street sees 100-
150 kids daily in the summer months. She has 
also planted 21 trees on her block to resurrect 
the area.

On holidays she holds  parties on her street 
annually, usually the Sunday before Christ-
mas - a tradition that she has continued since 
1992. 

For the holiday festivities, she gives pres-
ents to every kid 12 and under.

Fox will be featured in in an interview in 
an upcoming documentary, Decade of Fire, 
which will be directed by Gretchen Hildeb-
ran and will show how the south Bronx was 
decimated in the 1970’s.

“There are so many dynamics in the 
Bronx - food, culture, music and art to name a 
few, and this borough as well as the city needs 
to show the rest of the world what it is about,” 
said Fox. “It’s apparent that the Bronx has 
some healing to do, but we must take advan-
tage of the resources and the economic sys-
tems in NYC to recover.”

Bronx activist Hetty Fox
- a lifetime of caring

Hetty Fox was honored at Casita Maria last week. Photo courtesy of Casita Maria

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A Bronx landmark will soon be razed to 

make way for affordable housing.
The former P.S. 31, often referred to as 

the ‘Castle on the Concourse,” will be de-
molished in a matter of weeks, NYC Housing 
Preservation and Development confi rmed.

“My own life was shaped considerably by 
my time as a student in this once magnifi -
cent structure, and its imminent demise is a 
moment of great sadness for so many neigh-
borhood residents, myself included,” wrote 
Borough President Diaz to HPD in response 
to the news. “We owe it to these residents to 
make the most of this opportunity.”

The once majestic school building, de-
signed by architect C.B.J. Snyder in 1899, 
was closed in 1997, and the city-owned prop-
erty has been deteriorating ever since.

 The Department of Buildings recently 
found the physical conditions of the build-
ing constituted a hazard to public safety 
and issued a declaration that it be  razed.

The city is now turning its attention to 
development, and plans to issue a Request 
for Proposals for a 100 percent affordable 
mixed-use housing development in the com-
ing months, after engaging with community 
stakeholders and local elected offi cials.

In his letter to HPD, Diaz outlined a 
number of items he would like to see in that 
RFP, including requirements for middle-in-
come housing, commercial and community 
space, the redevelopment of adjacent Garri-
son Playground, green building standards, 
and a maximum utilization of the current 
zoning.

The city plans to upzone the site to match 
the surrounding area, which was rezoned 
in 2009, to allow for greater density of resi-
dential units.

“The future redevelopment of P.S. 31 
will undoubtedly serve as a catalyst for the 
transformation of the lower Concourse,” 
said Diaz about the plans. “The consider-
ations of short-term housing needs must 
be balanced with creating the climate and 
infrastructure for the community’s future 
growth.”

But while the borough president seems 
to be looking beyond the present structure, 
the South Bronx Overall Economic Develop-
ment Corporation believes an opportunity 
still exists to save the aging building.

In an open letter, SoBRO president Phil-
lip Morrow counters that the demise of the 
school was not inevitable, saying his orga-
nization presented the city with fi nancially 
feasible plans to restore the building on sev-
eral occassions.

“Our countless pleas to city offi cials 
have been simple,” wrote Morrow. “Before 
so fervently advocating for P.S.31’s demoli-
tion, undertake a transparent and unbi-
ased analysis on the costs of preservation 
and consider alternative plans and uses 
for P.S. 31, like the one SoBRO presented, 
as you have done for other historical gems 
throughout the city.”

The Bronx community was not given a 
fi ghting chance to save the landmark, said 
Morrow.

“We feel it’s demolition is another Bronx 
tragedy.”

P.S. 31, ‘Castle on the 
Concourse’ to be razed

The ‘Castle on the Concourse,’ former P.S. 31, will be demolished in the coming weeks to make way for 
affordable housing. Photo by Edwin Soto



BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A lifelong Throggs Neck resi-

dent, former New York Rangers 
equipment manager and member of 
the Knights of Columbus for almost 
50 years has passed away.

Joseph ‘Babe’ Murphy, a favorite 
amongst the Throggs Neck and the 
hockey communities, passed away 
on Saturday, March 28 in Middle-
town, NY. He was 82 years old.

Murphy, who was born in 1933. 
He held a job at PJ Murphy’s, a fam-
ily-owned restaurant in downtown 
Manhattan while working his way 
up to equipment manager for the 
Rangers in 1978. 

In his fi rst season as equipment 
manager, the Rangers made the 
Stanley Cup Finals but lost to the 
Montreal Canadiens.

However, Murphy and the Rang-
ers would get another chance to win 
the Stanley Cup 15 years later in 

1994 when they faced the Vancouver 
Canucks in the fi nals. 

In a classic seven game series, 

the Rangers beat the Canucks, giv-
ing them their fi rst Stanley Cup 
Championship in 54 years. A mem-
orable ticker tape parade then fol-
lowed on June 17.

That summer. after the cham-
pionship, Murphy took the Stanley 
Cup trophy back to Throggs Neck. 

He brought the trophy with him 
up and down East Tremont Avenue, 
stopping in every bar and restau-
rant along the way. 

Afterwards, he went back to 
his house on Vincent Avenue and 
placed the trophy in his front yard 
for neighbors to visit.

“He knew so many people in the 
neighborhood,” said Mary Tyrell, 
Joseph’s neice. “He wanted to share 
the happy moment of winning the 
Stanley Cup (Championship) with 
everybody.”

Murphy experienced arguably 
the highest and lowest moment of 

his life all in one year. 
The very next season, while the 

Rangers were on their way to the 
White House to be honored by Presi-
dent Clinton for their championship 
victory, Joe learned that his son, Jo-
seph Patrick Murphy, Jr., had been 
killed in a tragic car accident. 

Murphy was unable to attend 
the ceremony or the White House 
reception, but Ranger team captain 
Mark Messier, addressed the situa-
tion and sent condolences from the 
Rangers to the Murphy family.

Joseph stayed the Rangers equip-
ment manager until he retired in 
1997, which meant he was around to 
see Messier team up with another 
hockey legend, Wayne Gretzky. 

In his 18 years as equipment 
manager, he also worked with the 
USA National Hockey Team in 1988 
and the 1994 NHL All-Star Game, 
which was held in New York.

On Saturday, March 28, the 
Rangers tweeted: “Our condolences 
go out to the family and friends of 
Joseph Murphy, a long time #NYR 
equipment manager and member of 
the 1994 Stanley Cup Championship 
staff.”

Murphy was also a member of the 
Knights of Columbus for 48 years. 
He also volunteered at St. Benedict’s 
Church for many years.

Despite all of his lifetime accom-

plishments, Murphy always stayed 
the same person - a generous man 
who wanted to help others, accord-
ing to family and friends who knew 
him best.

“He cared about his neighbor-
hood and the people in it,” said Pa-
tricia Haeberle, Joseph’s daughter. 
“He had a desire to help others and 
didn’t look for anything in return - 
that’s why everybody loved him.”

“I was lucky to know Joseph Mur-
phy for over 35 years,” said longtime 
friend Lisa Hession. “He always had 
a smile and a kind word, and always 
lent a helping hand. Family, faith, 
friendship and the New York Rang-
ers were what mattered most to him 
and he will be sorely missed by ev-
eryone whose paths he crossed and 
lives he touched.”

Mark Messier and Brian Leetch 
attended his wake on Monday, 
March 30 and Tuesday, March 31 at 
Schuyler Hill Funeral Home. For-
mer Rangers’ goalie Mike Richter 
attended the funeral service, which 
was on Wednesday, April 1 at St. 
Benedict’s Church. He was buried 
at Gate of Heaven Cemetery in Haw-
thorne, NY.

Murphy is survived by his 
daughter Patricia, his granddaugh-
ters Jacqueline Murphy and Kris-
ten Haeberle as well as many nieces 
and nephews.
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Longtime New York Rangers 
equipment manager passes away

Joseph Murphy celebrates his 80th birthday with a new Rangers jersey at a party his granddaughter Jacqueline threw for 
him. Photo courtesy of Lisa Hession

Joseph Murphy passed away on Satur-
day, March 28 at the age of 82. 
 Photo courtesy of the Murphy family

Joseph Murphy (l) poses with his brother John ‘Jack’ Murphy and the Stanley Cup 
trophy in front of his Vincent Avenue home in the summer of 1994. Photo courtesy 
of Lisa Hession
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
People will soon be run-

ning wild at the Bronx Zoo 
as they race to save at-risk 
wildlife.

Presented by Con Edi-
son, the 2015 Wildlife Con-
servation Society’s Run 
for the Wild is set for Sat-
urday, April 25th from 
7 until 11:30 a.m. at the 
Bronx Zoo.

Celebrating its 7th year, 
the event invites runners, 
walkers, and wildlife sup-
porters to participate in 
the annual 5K run and 
family fun run/walk.

Check-in and registra-
tion opens at 7 a.m. and 
participants can select 
from either event. For in-
dividual runners, the 5K 
starts at 8 a.m. while the 
more casual family fun 
run/walk begins at 8:45 
a.m. 

The run’s course mea-
sures approximately 3.1 
miles inside the Bronx 
Zoo.

According to John 
Calvelli, WCS executive 

vice president, over 5,000 
people are expected to en-
gage in this year’s edition 
of one of the borough’s 
largest fundraising runs. 

WCS Run for the Wild 
is dedicated toward rais-
ing awareness of threats 
facing specifi c species 
while collecting money to 
aid WCS in their efforts of 
saving wildlife at the zoo 
and worldwide. 

This year’s 5K run and 
family fun run/walk sup-
ports work to save gorillas 
and educate people on the 
issues plaguing these mag-
nifi cent animals.

Calvelli explained 
that Great Apes are be-
ing evicted from their 
forest homes which are 
converted into palm oil 
plantations and are also 
being killed for their 
meat.

“This is poaching in 
different forms and all 
gorillas are potentially 
impacted by these issues. 
This forum helps us dis-
cuss and better educate 

people about these ongo-
ing issues affecting our 
world’s wildlife while also 
being a fun family event,” 
he said.

After the run, everyone 
will converge inside the 

zoo where all will be bet-
ter educated on these is-
sues. 

Run for the Wild has 
witnessed more than 
35,000 participants since 
its 2009 inception.

Registration is open for 
this event and it is expected 
to sell fast so runners and 
walkers are encouraged to 
sign up early.

The run’s registra-
tion is $45 for adults, $35 
for children ages three to 
15-years old, and $35 for se-
niors ages 65 and over.

If interested in partici-
pating, donating or sup-
porting a friend or team, 
visit www.wcsrunforth-
ewild.org for more infor-
mation.

Participants are en-
couraged in seeking indi-
vidual sponsors for their 
run and all adult and se-
nior participants must 
raise a $30 minimum prior 
to this event.

For children partici-
pants, the fundraising re-
quirement is waived.

Price of registration 
incorporates parking and 
general admission follow-
ing Run for the Wild. In 
addition, a Total Experi-
ence Ticket upgrade is 
available online.

Participants for the 5K 
run are asked to use the 
Gate C parking lot located 
at 182nd Street and South-
ern Boulevard.

Family fun run/walk 
participants must arrive 
via the Bronx River en-
trance, however they will 
be directed to an alternate 
lot should this one be fi lled 
upon their arrival. Park-
ing fees are waived prior 
to 8:45 a.m.

Following the event, all 
are welcome to stay and en-
joy the wildlife at such ex-
hibits as Tiger Mountain, 
Congo Gorilla Forest, Mad-
agascar!, and JungleWorld.

Prizes are up for grabs 
for those who reach vari-
ous fundraising goals. For 
$30 in pledges, runners 
will earn a WCS Run for 
the Wild T-shirt, $60 re-
ceives a plush gorilla, $125 
will obtain a water bottle, 
$275 earns a blanket, $500 
will acquire a beach towel, 
and $1,500 secures a fl eece 
jacket plus a VIP break-
fast. 

Run for the Wild races to save gorillas

Participants at last year’s WCS Run for the Wild make tracks in sup-
port of preserving wildlife. Photo by Julie Larsen Maher

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Traffi c calming mea-

sures on White Plains Road 
meant to slow down drivers 
has worked too well.

Community Board 11 
has asked NYC Depart-
ment of Transportation to 
remove the traffi c calm-
ing measures implemented 
in November because the 
changes have caused traffi c 
to come to a standstill dur-
ing the morning and after-
noon rush hours.

DOT identifi ed White 
Plains Road as a high crash 
corridor last year as part of 
Vision Zero, where safety is 
prioritized for high crash 
roads, and safety enhance-
ments for the corridor were 
proposed in June 2014. 
Community Board 11 voted 
unanimously in favor of the 
traffi c calming measures at 
the time.

The four-lane street was 

converted into a three-lane 
roadway between Birchall 
Avenue and the Cross Bronx 
Expressway. 

In each direction, mo-
torists now have only one 
driving lane, with a wide 
parking lane and a left turn 
lane.

Since the changes were 
implemented, community 
members are saying the 
reduction in driving lanes 
is causing severe back ups 
on the road in the Van Nest 
neighborhood, with south-
bound traffi c backing up 
in the morning and the re-
verse in the evening.

“Traffi c is a mess here, 
it’s a disaster,” said Al 
D’Angelo, vice chair of Com-
munity Board 11.

D’Angelo was one of sev-
eral board members who 
met with DOT Bronx Bor-
ough Commissioner Connie 
Moran on March 31 to dis-

cuss the issue, and present 
her with a letter from the 
community board request-
ing the traffi c calming mea-
sures be reversed.

But the DOT asked for 
more time to study the sit-
uation, district manager 
Jeremy Warneke said, and 
plans to place a traffi c coun-
ter near the intersection of 
White Plains Road and Mor-
ris Park to measure the vol-
ume of traffi c before devel-
oping any solutions. 

The nearby Con Edison 
entrance and exit may be 
contributing to the rush 
hour issue, said Warneke, 
and the traffi c study should 
address that question.

After concerns were 
raised about the traffi c 
earlier this year, the DOT 
did adjust signal timing, 
said Warneke, but the com-
plaints are still coming.

DOT did not respond to 

requests for comment.
D’Angelo said he appre-

ciated that Moran met with 
the board on the issue.

“She listened to all our 
complaints,” he said. “She 
took everything we said in 
to consideration.”

And while the com-

munity board has asked 
for a return to status quo, 
D’Angelo admits that the 
corridor had its problems 
before the measures were 
implemented.

“It was dangerous, every 
one was speeding through 
it,” he said.

But now that problem 
has switched to the other 
extreme, with traffi c re-
duced to a crawl, he hopes 
a middle pathway can be 
found.

“Hopefully we can do 
a little bit of both,” said 
D’Angelo.

White Plains Road 
traffi c is now too calm

The intersection of White Plains Road and Morris Park Avenue was deemed dangerous in 2014, leading 
to traffi c calming measures that have brought traffi c to a halt. File photo



9
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

  A
p

r
il 1

2
, 2

0
1

5
   

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The temporary bridge next to 

the existing City Island bridge is 
about half-way built across East-
chester Bay. 

The three-lane causeway is be-
ing constructed as part of a project 
to replace the island’s century-old 
bridge, and is being built for about 
two years of use while construc-
tion on a new permanent bridge 
takes place. 

Some on the island have ques-
tioned if the new bridge is wide 
enough for three lanes, but infor-
mation obtained from the city De-
partment of Transportation show 
that there will be that number of 
lanes, albeit slightly narrower in 
width. 

“The roadway is 31-feet wide: 
more than 10 feet for each lane, 
said Barbara Dolensek, a City Is-
land Civic Association vice-pres-
ident. “It will have somewhat of a 
curve.” 

Dolensek acknowledged that 
there was some concern among 
locals that the new bridge was too 
narrow.

However, she cautioned that 

people looking at the width of 
the structure being constructed 
should take into consideration the 
fact that pedestrian walkways will 
be added to the roadway section 
currently being built. 

“A lot of people were very ner-
vous that it looked so narrow,” she 
said. “But if you take into account 
this is being built without the ac-
cess for pedestrians, it makes 
more sense.”

Community activist Steven 

Swieciki raised concerns about 
the width of the bridge of the tem-
porary bridge during a question 
and answer session with Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr. at a CICA 
meeting on Tuesday, March 24. 

In a follow-up interview, 
Swieciki said that several other lo-
cals had brought up the issue with 
him. 

He said he was satisfi ed with 
Diaz’s answer and seemed to adopt 
a wait and see approach after 

learning more about the tempoa-
rary bridge.  

“If it was wider, it would be 
more accommodating,” he said. 
“But at this point, we have passed 
the point of no return.” 

Dolensek said that the hope 
is that the temporary bridge will 
be ready sometime in May, and a 
statement from the city DOT indi-
cates this is feasible. 

“DOT anticipates temporary 
bridge construction to be com-
pleted in early summer 2015,” read 
a statement from a DOT spokes-
woman. “Next steps include de-
molishing the existing bridge and 
erecting a new structure in its 
place.”

After construction Catherine 
Scott Promenade will be restored, 
and there will be an enlarged Le-
gion Triangle with walking space 

and seating for people to pay hom-
age to veterans. 

The construction of a new 
causeway-style bridge comes after 
a community fi ght to change the 
original design of the new bridge, 
from the Bloomberg-era, that 
called for a soaring tower instead. 

Helping the community in their 
successful fi ght was Senator Jeff 
Klein, who lauded the latest devel-
opment. The design was changed 
to the satisfaction of community 
leaders after Mayor de Blasio took 
offi ce.  

“I applaud the efforts of the 
DOT, who has been nothing but 
cooperative over the course of this 
project,” said Klein. “While I re-
alize there were initial concerns 
about traffi c fl owon the temporary 
bridge, the DOT assures us that 
those concerns have been met.”

City Island temporary 
bridge half built

Using barges, work crews are nearing the halfway point on constructing a tem-
porary bridge to City Island. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio

This drawing, which was part of materials provided to the community by the city 
Department of Transportation, shows the widths of lanes and walkways on the 
temporary bridge being built linking Pelham Bay Park and City Island. 
 Photo courtesy of city DOT

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A recent wave of boat break-

ins in Locust Point has boat 
owners and yacht club members 
on alert.

According to its members, 
the Locust Point Yacht Club, lo-
cated on 21 Longstreet Avenue, 
recently experienced 19 boat 
break-ins in the span of a week-
end.

The thievery began the week-
end of Friday, March 13, just be-
fore St. Patrick’s Day, when club 
members discovered many boats 
broken into and vandalized. 

Fortunately, many of these 
boats were docked and the in-
side cabins were locked for the 
winter months, so there weren’t 
many personal belongings to 
steal. However, there were re-
ports of a missing fl at screen TV 
and several portable radios.

The police were notifi ed of 
these incidents soon after they 

occurred and recently visited 
the Locust Point Yacht Club to 
review the surveillance cameras 
and investigate further. 

They have not yet confi rmed 
if they have pictures or videos of 
any suspects or if they saw any-
thing suspicious. The 45th Pre-
cinct could not be reached for 
comment.

However, the NYPD has an-
nounced that they will be offer-
ing a $1,000 reward for informa-
tion that leads to an arrest and 
conviction.

According to club members, 
this is the fi rst time they can re-
call incidents of this kind taking 
place but they are still prepared 
for a possible reoccurrence.

“The Locust Point Yacht 
Club is not taking this situa-
tion lightly,” said member Kevin 
Devine. “Many of us suspect 
that kids are to blame for these 
break-ins, but the police offering 

this award should help speed up 
the process of catching the in-
dividual or individuals respon-
sible.”

The club is not the only place 
that has witnessed thefts re-

cently. Although not to the same 
magnitude, Hammond Cove Ma-
rina, located on 140 Reynolds Av-
enue, has also experienced boat 
break-ins and vandalism.

“We’ve experienced the same 

kind of issue as the Locust Point 
Yacht Club, even though it hasn’t 
quite been to the same extent,” 
said Terry Dambinskas, owner 
of the Ice House Cafe, a nearby 
family-owned restaurant. 

Hammond Cove boat 
docks hit by theft wave

Locust Point Yacht Club is alert after 19 boat break-ins occurred in the span of a weekend. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein





BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A recent change in the format of a 

local precinct council meeting has 
caused a stir.

The Forty-ninth Precinct Commu-
nity Council president has suspended 
the public gallery sessions at the 
monthly meetings over safety concerns 
after learning that a group of attendees 
from outside the precinct were posting 
photos from the meeting online.

Council president Joe Thompson 
said he’s concerned because he doesn’t 
know how many other pictures have 
been taken, what kind of information 
they’re recording, or what the motiva-
tion is beyond attending council meet-
ings to question police tactics. 

He’s taking the stance of ‘better safe 
then sorry,’ since complaints raised 
during the gallery session are often of 
a sensitive nature, like drug dealing on 
someone’s block.

“I have a responsibility to protect 
the people who come and complain,” 
said Thompson.

The public gallery sessions  have 
been replaced by private meetings, 
with complainants having the opportu-
nity to address the council’s executive 
board and the precinct commander at 

the conclusion of the meeting.
“Everybody has their questions an-

swered, nobody’s being shut out,” said 
Thompson.

He said he started the public gallery 
session about 13 years ago when he 
was first elected as council president, 
and that he felt it was a good way to get 
community information, but not at the 
risk of people being exposed.

“It really bothers me that I can’t do 
it,” said Thompson.

The group in question appears to 
be ‘Why Accountability,’ Bronxites 
for NYPD Accountability, who posted 
about the recent council meeting on 
their Facebook page. 

A recent post states that the group 
does not put online pictures of crime 
complaints, only pictures of the execu-
tive board and guest speakers.

Some attendees at the March meet-
ing voiced disapporoval with the gal-
lery session changes that were imple-
mented several months ago.

Local community leader and long-
time council attendee Raphael Sch-
weizer, of Bronx Park East, said he 
doesn’t think the private meetings are 
a substitute for the gallery session.

“When other people don’t hear what 

the concerns are, it puts less pressure 
on police to follow up,” said Schweizer. 
“It’s all about accountability.”

He feels safety concerns would be 
addressed well enough with an an-
nouncement that sensitive complaints 
should be brought up after the meet-
ing instead of in the gallery session, 
and he said that since the gallery ses-
sions have ceased, the meetings have 
lost their usefulness as a public fo-

rum.
But Thompson contends that the 

meetings are not meant to be a discus-
sion forum for citywide or national 
problems that sometimes get brought 
up in gallery sessions, instead of spe-
cific local public safety concerns.

“This isn’t a town hall meeting,” 
said Thompson. “What it’s doing is 
taking time away from people who 
have legitimate problems.”

signed to transmit an alert to the pa-
tient and his or her physician through 
a secular cellular signal in the event of 
an arising alarming condition. Reveal 
LINQ records cardiac rhythms for an 
up to three year time span.

Following early 2014 approval, Ja-
cobi Medical Center was the fi rst HHC 
hospital to start providing patients Re-
veal LINQ late last year. 

This lifesaving device is implanted 
in a minimally invasive procedure 
provided at Jacobi’s state-of-the-art 
cardiac catheterization lab.

“HHC is committed to bringing the 
best care available to the city’s public 
hospital system. We want our patients 
to have access to the latest technolo-
gies and we also want to be sure that 
those technologies are improving out-
comes and reducing avoidable disease 
and hospitalizations,” Walsh said in a 
statement.

Cardiac monitors are recommended 
for patients experiencing heart rhythm 
irregularities like atrial fi brillation 
whose symptoms include dizziness, 
palpitation, fainting, chest pain or 
stroke.

Continuous monitoring is key in 
allowing physicians to accurately de-
termine a patient’s heart activity over 
an extended period as opposed to stan-
dard external monitors.    

Dr. Michael Grushko, Attending 
Physician of Arrhythmia and Electro-
physiology at Jacobi, has currently 
performed this procedure fi ve times 
at JMC and several more at Montefi ore 
Medical Center.

“Due to the transient nature of ar-
rhythmia issues, they may be missed 
on standard cardiac monitors that 
are typically used externally for 24-
hour periods and then removed,” Dr. 
Grushko explained. “This device al-
lows us to effectively monitor patients 
continuously and remotely and then 
quickly intervene at the fi rst sign of 
trouble.”

Dr. Grushko confi rmed the proce-
dure is ‘relatively easy’ and oftentimes 
a patient may not require stitches.

He added the previous cardiac mon-
itoring device was about the size of a 
USB drive and was not as cosmetically 
effi cient as Reveal LINQ. 

On October 28, Moreen Hunter, 53, 
underwent this procedure at Jacobi 

Medical Center. 
The Olinville resident diagnosed 

with hypertension and coronary ar-
tery disease among other ailments is 
the proud recipient of a Reveal LINQ. 

Hunter explained she was not ner-
vous about the procedure and did not 

feel any pain afterwards.
“The incision was very small, I was 

able to get back on my feet the same 
day,” she revealed. “Now if I feel dizzy 
I’m able to check the device for peace of 
mind. By doing so, I’m also able to pre-
vent unneeded trips to the hospital.” 
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THE PROCESS  
IS QUICK,  

EASY,  
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS

Serving the 
community for  
over 50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!
Visit us online or
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

$50 . 

OFF
WHEN YOU MENTION 

BRWP

From Page 1

Jacobi offers modern
cardiac monitoring device

The HHC Jacobi Center Cardiac Catheterization Lab where the Reveal LINQ procedure is performed.
 Photo courtesy of Jacobi Medical Center

Gallery session suspension causes stir
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101 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | TELEPHONE: 347-680-3865 | EMAIL: SCAVELLOP@AOL.COM

6th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Tuesday, June 30, 2015 - 6pm to 10pm

Per Person

R.S.V.P. by June 12, 2015
(718) 260-4595

              Of This Year’s Honorees

Loretta Zaino

Rev. Que English

Nilka Martell

Nancy Biberman

Naomi Pouchie

Wilma Tamayo

Hon. Llinet Rosado

Rhina Valentin

Judy Hutson

Susan O’Hanlon Mendogni

Bharati S. Kemraj

25
2013

INFLUENTIAL
BRONX
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