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ONLINE RENTAL
SCAMMER CUFFED

Jiggle joint gets liquor license back

Continued on Page 63

Easter Bunny Hugs On Allerton
Sophia Berisha hung out with the Easter Bunny on Allerton Avenue 
on Saturday, April 4. The event, which also featured egg coloring, 
was hosted by the Allerton International Merchants Association.  
More photos on page 42. Photo by Laura Stone

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A state court decision has 

restored the only jiggle joint 
to Hunts Point.

The New York State Su-
preme Court vacated the 
State Liquor Authority’s can-
celation of the liquor license 
for Platinum Pleasures, the 
peninsula’s last strip club, in 
a ruling by the court’s First 
Department fi led on Tues-
day, March 24.

Senator Jeff Klein, Assem-
blyman Marcos Crespo and 
Community Board 2 are call-
ing on the SLA to take the 
case to the New York State 
Court of Appeals, the state’s 
highest court. 

“Lewd establishments 
like Platinum Pleasures, who 
have time and again demon-
strated they are a threat to 
the safety and security of lo-
cal residents, have no place 
in Hunts Point,” said Klein. 
“I have fought for many 
years to put an end to danger-
ous, seedy nightclubs in this 

neighborhood, and allowing 
Platinum Pleasures to re-
open would do a certain dis-
service to the entire Hunts 
Point community.” 

The club, located at 1098 
Lafayette Avenue, had its li-
cense yanked by the SLA on 
the grounds that it failed to 
obtain permission for a ‘sub-
stantial alteration,’ renova-
tions costing over $100,000 
including converting a dress-
ing room into a seating area. 

A majority of the justices 
rejected the SLA cancela-
tion, recommending a lesser 
penalty. 

Klein, Crespo and CB 2 
penned a letter to SLA chair-
man Dennis Rosen dated 
Thursday, March 26 urging 
an appeal, citing the dissent-
ing opinions of two justices, 
and pointing out that lewd 
places of business in Hunts 
Point have long been hot 
spots for violence and caused 
diminished quality-of-life for 
residents. 

“Platinum Pleasures in 
particular has been a source 
of numerous documented in-
cidents requiring the inter-
vention of the New York City 
Police Department and other 
agencies,” states the letter. 
“Arrests for shootings, stab-
bings, slashings with a bot-
tle, serving alcohol to mi-
nors, and criminal sale of a 
controlled substance are but 
a few of the problems we have 
seen at this particular loca-
tion.” 

When CB 2 district man-
ager Rafael Salamanca Jr. 
began his current role at 
the board four and a half 
years ago, there were about 
fi ve strip clubs operating in 
Hunts Point, he said. 

The board made an effort 
to document all violence and 
violations coming from the 
clubs, and presented their 
fi ndings to the SLA when it 
came time for liquor license 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Sometimes apartment de-

posits don’t  give a potential 
renter much security.

On Tuesday, March 31, 23-
year old Bronx resident Mon-
essa Samuels was arrested, 
and charged with grand lar-
ceny after allegedly scam-
ming a few potential renters 
out of almost $6,000 in secu-
rity deposits for a Morris Park 
apartment.

The real estate agent im-
personator, who is currently 
living in an apartment on 

Prospect Avenue, allegedly 
obtained the keys to a base-
ment apartment at 957 Van 
Nest Avenue in late February 
and listed the apartment on 
Craigslist. 

According to reports, three 
renters, all under 30 years 
old, initially talked to a man 
on Craigslist, believed to be 
Samuels’ father, who directed 
them to meet her.

She then showed the apart-
ment to the three interested 
parties in early March. Each 
of the renters seemed inter-

ested in the place, and put 
down security deposits on the 
apartment, totaling $5,750.

When the three renters 
tried to individually contact 
Samuels regarding informa-
tion on the apartment, she 
never responded to them. 

They tried to get the secu-
rity deposits back, but were 
unsuccessful.

Nearly a month later, Sam-
uels was arrested, charged 
with two counts of grand lar-
ceny and one count of petit lar-
ceny.

Rented same Van Nest apartment three times
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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ALLEY CAT CAFE

3604C EAST TREMONT AVE
(718) 824-0168

TRADITIONAL BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE

FEATURING
Brisket

St. Louis Ribs 
Pulled Pork

Beef Short Ribs
Pork Belly  Salmon 

Burnt Ends
Whole or 

Half Chickens

FREE DELIVERY

APPETIZERS, SIDES, WRAPS
SANDWICHES and SALADS

WE’RE
SMOKIN’
7 DAYS A WEEK

15 Family Plans To Choose From View 
Our Complete Menu at

www.alleycatcafebronxbbq.com

HAPPY HOUR 3 to 7pm

Sunday - Thursday  11am - 10pm
Friday - Saturday  11am - 12am

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The signs on a closed hot-sheet mo-

tel are down, but the future of the prop-
erty, currently being used as a home-
less shelter, remains an unanswered 
question. 

The remaining signage on the 
building that was once the Capri Whit-
estone Hotel, have fi nally come down. 

Local leaders hailed the signs’ re-
moval as the end of a nuisance for 
the community and shelter residents, 
numbering about 91 families. 

“While the introduction of the Crys-
tal Family Residence in Ferry Point 
was haphazard at best, the removal 
of the former Capri Whitestone Motel 
sign marks an important step forward 
for both the families who reside there 
and the community at large,” said Sen-
ator Jeff Klein. 

Yet the signs’ removal are also add-
ing a sense of permanence to the shel-
ter, as elected offi cials and Commu-
nity Board 10 continue to push for an 
alternate site. 

As of press time, the Mayor’s Offi ce 
of Contract Services has not yet made 
a determination on the extension of a 
temporary, emergency Department of 
Homeless Services contract for the fa-
cility to operate permanently, a spokes-
woman for Klein confi rmed.  

According to Klein’s offi ce, Comp-
troller Scott Stringer’s offi ce informed 
CB 10 that the signage would be re-
moved on Tuesday, March 31. 

CB 10 had been advocating for the 
removal because of the unsavory ac-
tivity the community was exposed to 
because of the short-stay motel opera-
tions.  

Michael Rivadeneyra, chief of staff 
for Councilman James Vacca, said that 
his offi ce still has not heard anything 
defi nitive on the pending contract ex-
tension, adding that the city bureau-

cracy often takes some time on these 
decisions. 

Speaking on behalf of Vacca, Ri-
vadeneyra said that the councilman 
still opposes the siting of the shelter.

“It is not a great location for the 
shelter because it is further isolating 
the families,” he said, alluding to the 
shelter’s relatively remote location 
next to Ferry Point Park’s west side. 

He added: “We also understand that 
when the golf course opens, there was 
supposed to be an economic plan for 
the area, and this is not meshing with 
that economic plan.” 

Along with Klein and Assemblyman 
Michael Benedetto, CB 10 voiced oppo-
sition at a MOCS hearing on Thursday, 
March 19 on granting the shelter’s op-
erator, Acacia Housing Network, a per-
manent contract for the facility. 

The board’s testimony, provided by 
its chairman Martin Prince, detailed 
the board’s opposition to a permanent 
contract for Crystal’s Place, another 
name for the shelter at 555 Hutchinson 
River Parkway. 

The board cited “the manner in 
which (the Department of Homeless 
Services) operates, its lack of notifi -
cation, its complete disregard for the 
host community’s concerns, inconsis-
tencies of service between shelter to 
shelter, the opaque nature of contracts 
and its high costs.”

One of the issues that Prince and 
the board raised was the annual cost 
that was awarded on an emergency 
contract where there was not a com-
petitive bidding process. 

“This is a no-bid $17,801,135 con-
tract that spends $125.79 on each client 
per day,” CB 10 stated its testimony. 

CB 10 added: “To let a contract of 
this size without public review vio-
lates not only the city’s own contract 
rules, but defi es common sense.” 

Capri Motel 
signs down

Remaining hotel signage on the closed Capri Whitestone Hotel, which has been retrofi tted 
into a 91-family homeless shelter, have been removed. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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PRE K FOR All at O.L.A.!

FFREE Universal Pre-Kindergarten Program 

OOPEN HOUSE- MONDAY APRIL 20TH  

55:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Registration is now open online at  www.nyc.gov/prek 

application period is March 16, 2015 to April 24, 2015 

Available for ALL four year olds residing in New York City 

Includes breakfast/snack and lunch 

Indoor and outdoor (onsite) play space 

Extended Day offered at After School Program from 2:15 to 5:45 p.m. 

For more information, call the school office at 718-829-1706

Our Lady of the Assumption School 

1617 Parkview Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461 

METRO  CENTER  ATRIUM
718. 828. 0999

Hair Mass age Facials Nails

Coming May 1st

718.828.0999

Visit www.tatianadayspa.com | Find us on Facebook for special discounts

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

Our Lady of Assumption 
Bingo Seniors are going to the 
Taj Mahal Casino on Monday, 
April 20. 

The bus will leave in front 
of  OLA Church, Roberts Av-

Atlantic City trip Apr. 20
enue, at 8 a.. sharp.

The price is 30 per person.
For reservations, call Jane 

at (718) 823-2835.  All are wel-
come!”

Jeanne Jugan Home for the 
Aged, located at 2999 Schurz 
Avenue, is always in need of 
brand new or near new items 
that can be sold in its gift shop 
and annual Christmas Sale. 

These items include jew-
elry, gift sets, electronic items, 
toys, specialty items, new 

Jeanne Jugan donations
tagged clothing, accessories, 
collectibles, etc. 

If you have any questions 
regarding a donation call 
Joanne at the home at (347) 329 
1800. If at all possible drop off 
donations during the week-
days. 

Joseph Oddo 
 Photo courtesy of Annie Boller

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, or e-mail Bronx-
times@aol.com. Please include 
a phone number or a way to 
contact you in case of ques-
tions. 

Brother carries on leg-

acy

The passing of Pelham Bay 
leader Joseph Oddo came as a 
shock to many in the commu-
nity, but already community 
leaders and a member of his 
own family are looking to pick 
up where he left off in terms 
of making the Bronx a better 
place. 

Joe’s brother Anthony 

Oddo reports that he is work-
ing with St. Theresa Church 
to carry out one of the last 
projects his brother Joe was 
working on: the creation of a 
food pantry at St. Theresa’s 
Church. Joe saw that there 
was hunger in the north and 
east Bronx and said before 
he passed away, that he felt it 

could no longer be ignored. 
Joe was to have had another 
meeting on the food pantry 
the week on this issue. 

His family had asked for 
donations for the food pantry 
in lieu of fl owers before the 
wake for Joe. The address for 
donations to the food pantry, 
which is still in the precess 
of formation, was confi rmed 
by his brother as St. Theresa 
Church/Food Bank, 2855 
St. Theresa Ave. Bronx, N.Y. 
10461.

Birth Announcement

A nearby hospital reports 
that Jonathan Anthony Lu-

cas Gianfrancesco was born 
to parents Anthony and Rita 

Gianfrancesco in February. 

FREE 
INSIDE TODAY

40-PAGE 
EVENT & PARTY GUIDE

SUPPLEMENT
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BREAKFAST

COLD STATION

HOT STATION

BEVERAGES

DESSERTS

$2995
 

$1495 

SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2015
SCAVELLO’S ON THE ISLAND

Treat Mom To  
Something Special

JOIN US AT SCAVELLO’S ON THE ISLAND  
FOR OUR 
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
Here is some news that will 

literally do your heart well.
On Thursday, March 26, 

William P. Walsh, New York 
City Health and Hospitals 
Corporation’s North Bronx 
Healthcare Network senior 
vice president and HHC Jacobi 
Medical Center’s executive di-
rector, announced Jacobi Med-
ical has started offering a new 
compact and stronger system 
for continuous monitoring of 
heart activity in patients with 
cardiac arrhythmia.

The device ‘Reveal LINQ’ 
is manufactured by Medtronic 
and is an insertable cardiac 
monitor approximately an 
inch long and one-third of a 
AAA battery’s size. 

Reveal LINQ is set beneath 
a patient’s skin via a small left 
side chest incision and pro-
vides continuous as well as 
wireless heart activity moni-
toring.

This MRI safe device is de-
signed to transmit an alert to 
the patient and his or her phy-

Jacobi offers modern 
cardiac monitoring device

The HHC Jacobi Center Cardiac Catheterization Lab where the Reveal 
LINQ procedure is performed. 
 Photo courtesy of Jacobi Medical Center

sician through a secular cel-
lular signal in the event of an 
arising alarming condition. 
Reveal LINQ records cardiac 
rhythms for an up to three 
year time span.

Following early 2014 ap-
proval, Jacobi Medical Center 
was the fi rst HHC hospital to 
start providing patients Re-
veal LINQ late last year. 

This lifesaving device is 
implanted in a minimally in-
vasive procedure provided at 
Jacobi’s state-of-the-art car-
diac catheterization lab.

“HHC is committed to 
bringing the best care avail-
able to the city’s public hospi-
tal system. We want our pa-
tients to have access to the 
latest technologies and we 
also want to be sure that those 
technologies are improving 
outcomes and reducing avoid-
able disease and hospitaliza-
tions,” Walsh said in a state-
ment.

Cardiac monitors are rec-
ommended for patients expe-
riencing heart rhythm irregu-

larities like atrial fi brillation 
whose symptoms include diz-
ziness, palpitation, fainting, 
chest pain or stroke.

Continuous monitoring is 
key in allowing physicians 
to accurately determine a pa-
tient’s heart activity over an 
extended period as opposed to 
standard external monitors.    

Dr. Michael Grushko, At-
tending Physician of Arrhyth-
mia and Electrophysiology 
at Jacobi, has currently per-
formed this procedure fi ve 
times at JMC and several 
more at Montefi ore Medical 
Center.

“Due to the transient na-
ture of arrhythmia issues, 
they may be missed on stan-
dard cardiac monitors that 
are typically used externally 
for 24-hour periods and then 
removed,” Dr. Grushko ex-
plained. “This device allows us 
to effectively monitor patients 
continuously and remotely 
and then quickly intervene at 
the fi rst sign of trouble.”

Dr. Grushko confi rmed the 

procedure is ‘relatively easy’ 
and oftentimes a patient may 
not require stitches.

He added the previous car-
diac monitoring device was 
about the size of a USB drive 
and was not as cosmetically 
effi cient as Reveal LINQ. 

On October 28, Moreen 
Hunter, 53, underwent this 
procedure at Jacobi Medical 
Center. 

The Olinville resident di-
agnosed with hypertension 
and coronary artery disease 

among other ailments is the 
proud recipient of a Reveal 
LINQ. 

Hunter explained she was 
not nervous about the proce-
dure and did not feel any pain 
afterwards.

“The incision was very 
small, I was able to get back 
on my feet the same day,” she 
revealed. “Now if I feel dizzy 
I’m able to check the device for 
peace of mind. By doing so, I’m 
also able to prevent unneeded 
trips to the hospital.” 

invite you to

Bronx House
990 Pelham Parkway South
Ground Floor, Room A
Bronx, NY 10461

Saturday, April 11, 2015
FREE* Tax Preparation

Council Member James Vacca, Food Bank For 
New York City, and The City University of New York

Food Bank For New York City  646-315-7703     Council Member Vacca’s office 718-931-1721

Directions: The 2 & 5 trains are nearby
The BX12 & BX8 buses are nearby

For more information about additional locations, dates and times for ongoing free tax preparation, 
call 646-315-7703 or visit www.foodbanknyc.org/taxhelp

We do not prepare the following returns: Itemized returns; Schedule C (Profit or Loss from Business - except limited Schedule C for 
child-care providers and taxi drivers); Complicated & Advanced Schedule D (Capital Gains and Losses); Schedule E (Rents & Losses); 
Form SS-5 (request for Social Security number); Form 2106 (Employee Business Expenses); Form 3903 (Moving Expenses); Form 8606 
(Nondeductible IRAs); Form 8615 (Minor’s investment income).

10 am-4 pm

* Qualified people will get their taxes completed for FREE.

Income limits:

• $53,000 with dependents
• $20,000 without dependents

To qualify you must have the following:

• If filing jointly with a spouse, both of you must be  
present with photo IDs.

• Social Security cards or ITIN (or copies) for you and your 
spouse if filing jointly and anyone you are claiming on 
your tax return, or a letter from the Social Security 
Administration.

• W-2s for all jobs you held in 2014.

• Form 1099-G if you received unemployment  
insurance in 2014.

• Form 1099-INT if you received interest from a  
bank account in 2014.

• Form 1098-T if you paid tuition.

• Form 1098-E if you paid student loan interest.

• If you are claiming child-care expenses, amount you  
paid and child-care agency’s ID or name and Social 
Security number of the babysitter.
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NYC WORKS BETTER PAID SICK LEAVEwith

“My employees are healthier, 
and so is my business.”

Contact 311 or visit nyc.gov/PaidSickLeave for information.

Employers can get the required Notice of Employee Rights and an information 

sheet in multiple languages, Frequently Asked Questions, Sick Leave Timekeeping 

Tools, Event Calendar, and training presentations.

Join the #PaidSickLeave conversation 
on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram.
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Apply now to become a  pre-K providers 
 
To learn more, visit 
schools.nyc.gov/ProvidePrek.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The state budget fi nalized 

just after midnight on April 1st 
is notable for many reasons, 
but perhaps more so for the 
Bronx because of the rise of the 
new assembly speaker. 

Representing a district in 
the northern reaches of the 
borough, Assembly Speaker 
Carl Heastie completed his fi rst 
budget negotiations with Sen-
ate leaders and the governor as 
the leader of the conference. 

“This is a very good bud-
get for the Bronx,” said the 

E. Bronx Metro-North stops budgeted

Speaker Carl Heastie, who repre-
sents a district in the northeastern 
corner of the borough, leads the 
state assembly. File Photo

Senator Jeff Klein, who represents 
a district covering parts of the 
east and west Bronx, is the leader 
of the Independent Democratic 
Conference in the senate.

speaker, who in an interview 
highlighted increased state aid 
to education with about a half-
billion dollars more coming to 
city public schools.

Heastie adding that this in-
crease includes almost $3 mil-
lion for a handful of schools 
that have been struggling for 
more than ten years. As part of 
this funding, there should be 
tutoring, longer school days, 
mental hygiene and social ser-
vices, as well as Saturday pro-
gramming at the schools. 

As part of a widely reported 
$5.4 billion settlement fund 
from large fi nancial institu-
tions that will go to fund infra-
structure projects around New 
York State, appropriations 
were made specifi cally for new 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority Metro-North sta-
tions in the Bronx, a fact that 
Heastie highlighted. 

Senator Jeff Klein said that 
the $250 million in the budget, 
earmarked for the four new 
Metro-North stations in Co-op 
City, Morris Park, Parkchester 
and Hunts Point, was part of 
an effort he help spearhead, 
along with Heastie and Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz Jr., 

the project into the MTA Capi-
tal Plan. 

It is very rare, he added, 
that MTA appropriations for 
capital projects like the sta-
tions be included in the bud-
get before they are listed in the 
capital plan, but that is what 
happened with the new com-
muter train stops. 

“Now it is going to happen 
and it is going to happen a lot 
quicker,” said the senator add-
ing “I think this is going to be 
a game-changer for those com-
munities. While in the past it 
takes probably about an hour 

for people go to Manhattan to 
work, they are going to be able 
to get to Penn Station in 18 to 20 
minutes.” 

The new stations will also 
afford people the opportu-
nity to commute to jobs in 
Westchester and Connecticut, 
he said. 

The budget also includes 
roughly $200,000 in funding 
for the Bronx Help Identify 
Real Employment program, 
said Klein. That program links 
those seeking jobs with real op-
portunities and education. 

Even though, according 
to published reports, the As-
sembly fi nished working on 
the budget several hours af-
ter midnight, Speaker Heastie 
said it was an on-time budget 
“because all of the bills that 
dealt with the appropriation 
of government services were 
done before midnight.”

Both Klein and Speaker 
Heastie indicated that they be-
lieve that raising the minimum 
wage is also doable as they look 
towards the upcoming legisla-
tive session following the bud-
get. It was not taken up in the 
budget. 

“We are not giving up and 

that remains one of the top pri-
orities for the assembly,” said 
Heastie of a possible minimum 
wage hike. 

Klein also listed property 
tax relief as one of his priori-
ties. 

Even though he is not a state 
offi cial, in a statement Coun-
cilman James Vacca praised 
the budget passed by the leg-
islature and Governor Cuomo, 
lauding their efforts in funding 
the Metro-North stations and a 
plan to increase broadband In-
ternet access. 

We are not giving 
up [on a possible 
minimum wage 
hike] and that 

remains one of the 
top priorities for 

the assembly.
Carl Heastie

Assembly Speaker
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•• Are You Facing a Tax Penalty for 2014 
Because You Don’t Have Health Insurance?
(Consult your tax professional for details)

• Did you know that you can avoid 
the penalty, which will increase each year?

This year, there is a one-time Special Enrollment Period, available 

only through April 30, 2015, for people who learn that they have a 

federal tax penalty for 2014.

3 Keys to Choosing the Right Coverage:

(1-888-343-3547) •  
1-888-FIDELIS | fideliscare.org

To renew your coverage each year, call 1-866-435-9521

To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health Plus and Medicaid
through NY State of Health, the Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov
or call 1-855-355-5777.

Plan category: The category you choose – Bronze, Silver, Gold, Platinum, or
Catastrophic – determines how you and your plan share the costs of care.

Out-of-pocket costs: A plan with a low monthly premium can have high
deductibles, which is the amount you must pay before services are 
covered. It’s important to have a complete picture of ALL your costs, 
including copays.

Provider Network: Be sure that your providers are in the plan's network.3.
Questions?
Call 1-888-FIDELIS* or get a free estimate by visiting the Affordable Care
Advisor on fideliscare.org - all in 60 seconds or less!

* You can also make an appointment to meet with a Fidelis Care Health Benefit Representative.

Questions? 
Fidelis Care Can Help!
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43rd PCT.
Saturday, April 4, 11:27 p.m. — A 

13-year-old male riding his bike was the vic-
tim of a hit and run at Jerome Avenue and 
East 233rd Street. A silver Honda Accord 
struck the victim and fl ed south on Jerome 
Avenue. Police later arrested the driver. The 
victim was transported to Jacobi Hospital in 
serious condition.

47th PCT.
Sunday, March 29, 5:20 p.m. — In front 

of 620 St. Lawrence Avenue a group of ap-
proximately 15-20 males approached three 
victims and proceeded to assault them. Dur-
ing the attack one of the suspects discharged 
a fi rearm striking no one.

52nd PCT.
Thursday, April 2,  7:35 p.m. — Four 

uniformed Impact offi cers were on foot patrol 
when they were approached by a male out-
side of 2685 Valentine Avenue, who informed 
the offi cers that a large group of teens were 
hanging out in the lobby and smoking mari-
juana.  The offi cers walked to the building 

to investigate the allegation, and at the en-
trance they encountered a male with his arms 
stretched attempting to prevent them from en-
tering and giving the group an opportunity to 
fl ee.  Offi cers ordered the male to remove his 
arms and entered the building. Two offi cers 
remained with three individuals that were in 
the lobby, while two offi cers followed several 
males up the south side staircase and entered 
an alarmed doorway to the roof.  Once on the 
roof, the offi cers observed two males run to-
ward the north side.  Offi cers verbally com-
manded the males to stop, at which time one 
of the males, age 17, climbed over a 2-3 foot 
wall apparently attempting to escape the po-
lice.  The second male, 14, attempted to offer 
the fi rst male support, but started to lose his 
footing, and an offi cer grabbed onto the sec-
ond male to prevent him from falling over the 
edge.  The fi rst male fell six stories from the 
roof.   The offi cers immediately ran down the 
stairs, and alerted the other offi cers.  All four 
offi cers responded to the alleyway where the 
male was observed on the ground, to render 
aid.  At 7:37 p.m., the offi cers notifi ed the dis-
patcher and requested EMS while performing 
chest compressions. The victim was removed 
to St. Barnabas Hospital in critical condition, 
where he later died.

Call For Your Appointment

718-Tax-1040
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A Bronx landmark will soon be 

razed to make way for affordable hous-
ing.

The former P.S. 31, often referred to 
as the ‘Castle on the Concourse,” will 
be demolished in a matter of weeks, 
NYC Housing Preservation and Devel-
opment confi rmed.

“My own life was shaped consid-
erably by my time as a student in this 
once magnifi cent structure, and its 
imminent demise is a moment of great 
sadness for so many neighborhood 
residents, myself included,” wrote 
Borough President Diaz to HPD in re-
sponse to the news. “We owe it to these 
residents to make the most of this op-
portunity.”

The once majestic school building, 
designed by architect C.B.J. Snyder in 
1899, was closed in 1997, and the city-
owned property has been deteriorat-
ing ever since.

 The Department of Buildings re-
cently found the physical conditions 
of the building constituted a hazard to 
public safety and issued a declaration 
that it be  razed.

The city is now turning its atten-
tion to development, and plans to issue 
a Request for Proposals for a 100 per-
cent affordable mixed-use housing de-
velopment in the coming months, after 
engaging with community stakehold-
ers and local elected offi cials.

In his letter to HPD, Diaz outlined 
a number of items he would like to see 
in that RFP, including requirements 
for middle-income housing, commer-
cial and community space, the rede-
velopment of adjacent Garrison Play-
ground, green building standards, and 

P.S. 31, ‘Castle on the 
Concourse’ to be razed

a maximum utilization of the current 
zoning.

The city plans to upzone the site to 
match the surrounding area, which 
was rezoned in 2009, to allow for 
greater density of residential units.

“The future redevelopment of P.S. 
31 will undoubtedly serve as a cat-
alyst for the transformation of the 
lower Concourse,” said Diaz about the 
plans. “The considerations of short-
term housing needs must be balanced 
with creating the climate and infra-
structure for the community’s future 
growth.”

But while the borough president 
seems to be looking beyond the pres-
ent structure, the South Bronx Overall 
Economic Development Corporation 
believes an opportunity still exists to 
save the aging building.

In an open letter, SoBRO president 
Phillip Morrow counters that the de-
mise of the school was not inevitable, 
saying his organization presented the 
city with fi nancially feasible plans to 
restore the building on several occas-
sions.

“Our countless pleas to city offi cials 
have been simple,” wrote Morrow. “Be-
fore so fervently advocating for P.S.31’s 
demolition, undertake a transparent 
and unbiased analysis on the costs of 
preservation and consider alternative 
plans and uses for P.S. 31, like the one 
SoBRO presented, as you have done for 
other historical gems throughout the 
city.”

The Bronx community was not 
given a fi ghting chance to save the 
landmark, said Morrow.

“We feel it’s demolition is another 
Bronx tragedy.”

The ‘Castle on the Concourse,’ former P.S. 31, will be demolished in the coming weeks to 
make way for affordable housing. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Tee for two

Dear editor.
I recently read your news-

paper’s article on the Trump 
Golf Links professional and 
was very upset and insulted 
after reading the fi rst line.

I am a member of the same 
organization as Mr. Breed 
and have been teaching in the 
Bronx at Mosholu Golf Course 
for over 15 years. 

Todd Bordonaro, 

PGA certifi ed professional

Supporting
Ferrara

Dear editor,
As a life long resident, born 

and raised in lower Van Nest, I 
personally take offense to Mr. 
D’Angelo’s allegations toward 
Ms. Ferrara.  It is perfectly 
fi ne to disagree with someone, 
but Mr. D’Angelo did it in a 
very divisive and disrespect-
ful way; especially towards a 
fellow board member.

As a resident of lower Van 
Nest (below Bronxdale), I can 
attest to the fact that Madeline 
Provenzano’s name was not a 
familiar one in my neck of the 
woods (can’t recall anything 
that was done for us by her).  
But, this does not negate the 
good that she in other areas of 
her district.  

I have known Bernadette 
for almost 20 years.  She has 
single handedly brought Van 
Nest back to life.  She is very 
informed and has worded 
very hard for us.  Why did Mr. 
D’Angelo feel the need to cas-
tigate and demonstrate such 
disrespect towards her? 

You can disagree, but be 
a bit more respectful, Mr. 
D’Angelo. Try walking in 
lower Van Nest’s shoes for a 
change. 

Kathleen Canzoniero, Sr.

Did they
read it?

Dear editor,
We should not celebrate 

Governor Cuomo and the State 
Legislature passing a $142 bil-
lion budget on time.  This is 
what they get paid to do. This 
budget was negotiated behind 
closed doors by Governor An-
drew Cuomo, State Senate 
Republican Majority leader 
Dean Skelos, State Senate 
Democratic Independent Cau-
cus leader Jeffrey Klein and 
Democratic State Assembly 

Speaker Carl Heastie.  Only 
they, their key aids and  many 
of the infamous Albany State 
Street lobbyists were privy to 
the details.  Democratic State 
Senate minority leader An-
drea Stewart-Cousins and 
Republican State Assembly 
minority leader Brian Kolb  
along with virtually all mem-
bers of the State Senate and 
Assembly were left out of the 
process.

Did members of legislature 
take an Evelyn Wood speed 
reading class to absorb the 
thousands of pages contained 
in this spending bill?  They 
received these only hours be-
fore being asked to vote up or 
down.  Liberal or conserva-
tive, Democrat or Republican, 
we would all be better off if 
our State Assembly and Sen-
ate members took the time 
to actually read, line by line, 
any proposed legislation be-
fore voting.  Their legislative 
actions impact both our eco-
nomic and civil liberties.  Fu-
ture generations may have to 
pay for and live with the con-
sequences.

Larry Penner

Poor
scheduling

Dear editor,
I am writing in reference to 

the article about the BxM9. As 
a rider for 15 years, I can truly 
say the article was quite acu-
rate,

The issue of tardiness and 
bus scheduling at night needs 
to be addressed. I have stood 
on 51st and Madison night af-
ter night in frigid weather, 
counting all the other express 
buses that go before a BxM9 
arrives, and then three will 
come back to back. It’s very 
dishearting to have to pay the 
fare increase while the service 
is getting worse. 

I hope Councilman James 
Vacca keeps his promise to 
handle this  matter in a timely 
manner!!

Katie Flatley-Madigan

A mother’s
loss

Dear editor,
 It’s one thing to harass the 

living, but you cross the line 
when you slander the dead. 
My neighbor had nothing bet-
ter to do today, then to hold up 
a sign for me to see when I re-
turned from my job as a chap-

lain in a nursing home that 
read ‘Mark McKay was a piece 
of S**T’.   

Those words were spelt out 
clearly for me, Mark’s mother, 
to see. 

Lieutenant Mark Walter 
McKay of the New York City 
Fire Department is my son 
who died from cancer three 
years ago on April 4, 2012, as 
the result of his response on 
911.  Three years ago today he 
was in the last stages of his life 
at Calvary Hospital. 

I am writing this because 
I want my neighbors to know 
that my son Mark was 48 years 
old when he died, the father of 
two children, husband, son, 
brother, uncle, friend who 
was well respected by his fel-
low ‘Brothers in the NYC Fire 
Department’. He was baptized, 
confi rmed, and grew up at 
First Lutheran Church where 
he was buried from on April 
10, 2012 while hundreds of fi re 
personnel and fi re equipment 
lined the streets. He was a Sea 
Cadet at St. Francis de Chan-
tal during his teen years and a 
graduate from Aviation High 
School. 

At age 21 he was accepted 
into the Fire Department 
where after a few years he be-
came a fi re lieutenant serving 
in several Bronx fi re houses 
including the rescue and 
hazmat divisions. 

He received a medal of 
honor for rescuing someone 
from a burning building and 

Outer space
Dear editor,
Finally I fi nd myself in 

agreement with Frank Ver-
nuccio, who correctly noted 
the neglect and lack of fore-
sight that has characterized 
NYC’s approach to the issues 
that are bedeviling northeast 
Bronx residents.  The Man-
hattan-centric city govern-
ment has too often regarded 
the ‘outer’ boroughs as if they 
were located in outer space!  

Unfortunately citizens can-
not remove  the clueless bu-
reaucrats who have failed the 
middle class residents who 
live outside of the golden bor-
ough of Manhattan. We can’t 
vote them out of offi ce.  

Perhaps other readers can 
suggest actions that can be 
taken to push the city to ad-
dress the concerns raised Mr. 
Vernuccio. 

Pasqual Pelosi  

he left a request that his eyes 
be donated to the Eye Bank 
after his death. Which they 
were.

Contrary to my neighbor’s 
sign my son was not ‘a piece of 
S**T’. My neighbor would not 
even open the door when the 
police arrived after my call 
to them concerning his ha-
rassment of my husband and 
myself.  I say no more. Rest in 
peace Mark, mom and dad’s 
got your back.

Dolores McKay

Letters to the editor are welcome from all 
readers. 

They should be addressed care of this news-
paper to Laura Guerriero, Publisher, the Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Tremont Ave., Bronx, 
NY 10465, or e-mail to bronxtimes@cnglocal.
com. 

All letters, including those submitted via e-
mail, MUST be signed and with a verifi able ad-
dress and telephone number included. 

Note that the  address and telephone num-
ber  will NOT be published and the name will be 
published or withheld upon request. 

No unsigned letters can be accepted for pub-
lication. 

The editor reserves the right to edit all sub-
missions. 

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
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With the support of  
Cablevision, 100% of every 
dollar raised goes directly to 
pancreatic cancer research.

SUNDAY, APRIL 26
Pier 84 at Hudson River Park  
New York City

                                                  Sign up at
  

or call 1-866-789-1000.TAKE THE FIRST STEP. 

#WalkToCurePC 

THE LUSTGARTEN FOUNDATION’S

PANCREATIC CANCER 
RESEARCH WALK

ver Park

o
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LEHMAN COLLEGE: Where Adults Succeed!

   BACHELOR’S DEGREES
     Over 50 majors or design your own

   MASTER OF ARTS IN LIBERAL STUDIES
     �ocused on your s�eci�c interest

   RN to BS ONLINE
     RN’s with an Associate’s Degree & NY License Should Apply!

ADP INFORMATION SESSIONS: MARCH/APRIL
call: 718-960-8666

email: adult.degree@lehman.cuny.edu
or visit Lehman Campus, Carman Hall 128

for schedule of sessions and to register to attend.

Bachelor’s & Master’s Degrees to Enhance Your Career 

CREDIT FOR PRIOR LEARNING
PERSONALIZED ADVISING

AFFORDABLE TUITION

CLASSES OFFERED DAY, EVENING, WEEKEND AND ONLINE

www.lehman.cuny/adultdegree

ADULT DEGREE PROGRAM

ADP INFORMATION SESSIONS: APRIL/MAY

HOUSE
FOR SALE

$459,000
SCOVOTTI REAL ESTATE

233rd Vicinity
Legal 2 Family,

Detached Brick, 50x100,
Currently Being Used

As A Daycare, With Licenses
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Care is best when it’s 
close to your home.

If you live in Manhattan, The Bronx, Queens, Brooklyn,   
Staten Island, Westchester County or Long Island,  
CenterLight Healthcare is there for you.

17 CenterLight Healthcare facilities means care is  
close to you 
Our services include medical care, social activities and 
rehabilitation at neighborhood settings where the focus is on 
 you. Our health care teams give you the care you need, when 
 you need it and where you need it. Even if it’s in your home.

Find a local center or 
schedule a home visit. 

1-877-226-8500 (TTY711)
 8am to 8pm EST, 7 days week

MKT 03012015

Find a local center or 
schedule a home visit. 

1-877-226-8500 (TTY711)
 8am to 8pm EST, 7 days week

CenterLightHealthcare.org

WE HELP BUILD CAREERS.
YOURS IS NEXT.

Professional Degree Programs

Career-Driven Counseling

Externship Opportunities

Job Placement Assistance

Let us help you define your goals, discover your

skills, and earn a degree that works for you.

718.514.6820  |  PlazaCollege.edu
118-33 Queens Boulevard, Forest Hills
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A lifelong Throggs Neck 

resident, former New York 
Rangers equipment manager 
and member of the Knights of 
Columbus for almost 50 years 
has passed away.

Joseph ‘Babe’ Murphy, a fa-
vorite amongst the Throggs 
Neck and the hockey communi-
ties, passed away on Saturday, 
March 28 in Middletown, NY. 
He was 82 years old.

Murphy, who was born in 
1933. He held a job at PJ Mur-
phy’s, a family-owned restau-
rant in downtown Manhat-
tan while working his way up 
to equipment manager for the 
Rangers in 1978. 

In his fi rst season as equip-
ment manager, the Rangers 
made the Stanley Cup Finals 
but lost to the Montreal Cana-
diens.

However, Murphy and the 
Rangers would get another 
chance to win the Stanley Cup 
15 years later in 1994 when they 
faced the Vancouver Canucks 
in the fi nals. 

In a classic seven game se-

Longtime New York Rangers 
equipment manager passes away

Joseph Murphy celebrates his 80th birthday with a new Rangers jersey at a party his granddaughter Jacque-
line threw for him. Photo courtesy of Lisa Hession

ries, the Rangers beat the Ca-
nucks, giving them their fi rst 
Stanley Cup Championship in 
54 years. A memorable ticker 
tape parade then followed on 
June 17.

That summer. after the 
championship, Murphy took 
the Stanley Cup trophy back to 
Throggs Neck. 

He brought the trophy with 
him up and down East Trem-
ont Avenue, stopping in every 
bar and restaurant along the 
way. 

Afterwards, he went back 
to his house on Vincent Av-
enue and placed the trophy in 
his front yard for neighbors to 
visit.

“He knew so many people in 
the neighborhood,” said Mary 
Tyrell, Joseph’s neice. “He 
wanted to share the happy mo-
ment of winning the Stanley 
Cup (Championship) with ev-
erybody.”

Murphy experienced argu-
ably the highest and lowest mo-
ment of his life all in one year. 

The very next season, while 
the Rangers were on their way 
to the White House to be hon-
ored by President Clinton for 
their championship victory, 
Joe learned that his son, Jo-
seph Patrick Murphy, Jr., had 
been killed in a tragic car ac-

Joseph Murphy passed away on 
Saturday, March 28 at the age of 
82. 
 Photo courtesy of the Murphy family

Joseph Murphy (l) poses with his brother John ‘Jack’ Murphy and the 
Stanley Cup trophy in front of his Vincent Avenue home in the summer of 
1994. Photo courtesy of Lisa Hession

cident. 
Murphy was unable to at-

tend the ceremony or the White 
House reception, but Ranger 
team captain Mark Messier, ad-
dressed the situation and sent 
condolences from the Rangers 
to the Murphy family.

Joseph stayed the Rangers 
equipment manager until he 
retired in 1997, which meant 
he was around to see Messier 
team up with another hockey 
legend, Wayne Gretzky. 

In his 18 years as equip-
ment manager, he also worked 
with the USA National Hockey 
Team in 1988 and the 1994 NHL 
All-Star Game, which was held 
in New York.

On Saturday, March 28, the 
Rangers tweeted: “Our con-
dolences go out to the family 
and friends of Joseph Murphy, 
a long time #NYR equipment 
manager and member of the 
1994 Stanley Cup Champion-
ship staff.”

Murphy was also a member 
of the Knights of Columbus for 
48 years. He also volunteered at 
St. Benedict’s Church for many 
years.

Despite all of his lifetime 
accomplishments, Murphy al-
ways stayed the same person - 
a generous man who wanted to 
help others, according to fam-

ily and friends who knew him 
best.

“He cared about his neigh-
borhood and the people in it,” 
said Patricia Haeberle, Joseph’s 
daughter. “He had a desire to 
help others and didn’t look for 
anything in return - that’s why 
everybody loved him.”

“I was lucky to know Joseph 
Murphy for over 35 years,” 
said longtime friend Lisa Hes-
sion. “He always had a smile 
and a kind word, and always 
lent a helping hand. Family, 
faith, friendship and the New 
York Rangers were what mat-
tered most to him and he will 
be sorely missed by everyone 
whose paths he crossed and 
lives he touched.”

Mark Messier and Brian 
Leetch attended his wake on 
Monday, March 30 and Tuesday, 
March 31 at Schuyler Hill Fu-
neral Home. Former Rangers’ 
goalie Mike Richter attended 
the funeral service, which was 
on Wednesday, April 1 at St. 
Benedict’s Church. He was bur-
ied at Gate of Heaven Cemetery 
in Hawthorne, NY.

Murphy is survived by his 
daughter Patricia, his grand-
daughters Jacqueline Murphy 
and Kristen Haeberle as well as 
many nieces and nephews.
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!
35 Years Serving The Community

Formally of Morris Park

CALL THE SPECIALISTS

Midco Accounting Services Inc.                                                                                                                                  
1075 Central Park Avenue                                                                                                                                           

Apple Bank Plaza, Suite 205                                                                                                                                         
Scarsdale, New York  10583                                                                                                                                         

Tel: 914-723 -8500  Fax: 914-723-8576                                                                                                                      
www.midcotax.com                    

Michael J. Di Costanzo Sr.
Tax Consultant
michael@midcotax.com

Michael J. Di Costanzo Jr., CPA
miked@midcotax.com
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A recent change in the format of 

a local precinct council meeting has 
caused a stir.

The Forty-ninth Precinct Com-
munity Council president has sus-
pended the public gallery sessions 
at the monthly meetings over safety 
concerns after learning that a group 
of attendees from outside the pre-
cinct were posting photos from the 
meeting online.

Council president Joe Thomp-

Gallery session suspension causes stir
son said he’s concerned because he 
doesn’t know how many other pic-
tures have been taken, what kind of 
information they’re recording, or 
what the motivation is beyond at-
tending council meetings to question 
police tactics. 

He’s taking the stance of ‘better 
safe then sorry,’ since complaints 
raised during the gallery session are 
often of a sensitive nature, like drug 
dealing on someone’s block.

“I have a responsibility to protect 

the people who come and complain,” 
said Thompson.

The public gallery sessions  have 
been replaced by private meetings, 
with complainants having the op-
portunity to address the council’s 
executive board and the precinct 
commander at the conclusion of the 
meeting.

“Everybody has their questions 
answered, nobody’s being shut out,” 
said Thompson.

He said he started the public gal-

lery session about 13 years ago when 
he was fi rst elected as council pres-
ident, and that he felt it was a good 
way to get community information, 
but not at the risk of people being ex-
posed.

“It really bothers me that I can’t 
do it,” said Thompson.

The group in question appears to 
be ‘Why Accountability,’ Bronxites 

for NYPD Accountability, who posted 
about the recent council meeting on 
their Facebook page. 

A recent post states that the group 
does not put online pictures of crime 
complaints, only pictures of the exec-
utive board and guest speakers.

Some attendees at the March meet-
ing voiced disapporoval with the gal-
lery session changes that were imple-
mented several months ago.

Local community leader and long-
time council attendee Raphael Sch-
weizer, of Bronx Park East, said he 
doesn’t think the private meetings 
are a substitute for the gallery ses-
sion.

“When other people don’t hear 
what the concerns are, it puts less 
pressure on police to follow up,” said 
Schweizer. “It’s all about account-
ability.”

He feels safety concerns would 
be addressed well enough with an 
announcement that sensitive com-
plaints should be brought up after 
the meeting instead of in the gal-
lery session, and he said that since 
the gallery sessions have ceased, the 
meetings have lost their usefulness 
as a public forum.

But Thompson contends that the 
meetings are not meant to be a dis-
cussion forum for citywide or na-
tional problems that sometimes get 
brought up in gallery sessions, in-
stead of specifi c local public safety 
concerns.

“This isn’t a town hall meeting,” 
said Thompson. “What it’s doing is 
taking time away from people who 
have legitimate problems.”

I have a 
responsibility to 

protect the people 
who come and 

complain. Everyone 
has their questions 
answered, nobody’s 

being shut out. 
Joe Thompson

49th Precinct
 Community Council president
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PROUD TO BE THE FIRST 
CARPET CLEANING SERVICE CERTIFIED

Cannot be used for water restoration services. Must present promo code at time of service. Combined living areas, 
L-shaped rooms and rooms over 300 sq. ft. are considered 2 areas. Baths, halls, large walk-in closets and area rugs 
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ANY SERVICE SPECIAL

BY ROBERT WIRSING
People will soon be run-

ning wild at the Bronx Zoo as 
they race to save at-risk wild-
life.

Presented by Con Edison, 
the 2015 Wildlife Conserva-
tion Society’s Run for the Wild 
is set for Saturday, April 25th 
from 7 until 11:30 a.m. at the 
Bronx Zoo.

Celebrating its 7th year, the 
event invites runners, walk-
ers, and wildlife supporters to 
participate in the annual 5K 
run and family fun run/walk.

Check-in and registration 
opens at 7 a.m. and partici-
pants can select from either 
event. For individual runners, 
the 5K starts at 8 a.m. while 
the more casual family fun 
run/walk begins at 8:45 a.m. 

The run’s course measures 
approximately 3.1 miles inside 
the Bronx Zoo.

According to John Calvelli, 
WCS executive vice president, 
over 5,000 people are expected 
to engage in this year’s edition 
of one of the borough’s largest 
fundraising runs. 

WCS Run for the Wild is 
dedicated toward raising 
awareness of threats facing 

Run for the Wild races to save gorillas
specifi c species while collect-
ing money to aid WCS in their 
efforts of saving wildlife at the 
zoo and worldwide. 

This year’s 5K run and fam-
ily fun run/walk supports work 
to save gorillas and educate peo-
ple on the issues plaguing these 
magnifi cent animals.

Calvelli explained that 
Great Apes are being evicted 
from their forest homes which 
are converted into palm oil 
plantations and are also being 
killed for their meat.

“This is poaching in dif-
ferent forms and all gorillas 
are potentially impacted by 
these issues. This forum helps 
us discuss and better educate 
people about these ongoing 
issues affecting our world’s 
wildlife while also being a fun 
family event,” he said.

After the run, everyone 
will converge inside the zoo 
where all will be better edu-
cated on these issues. 

Run for the Wild has wit-
nessed more than 35,000 par-
ticipants since its 2009 incep-
tion.

Registration is open for 
this event and it is expected to 
sell fast so runners and walk-

ers are encouraged to sign up 
early.

The run’s registration is 
$45 for adults, $35 for children 
ages three to 15-years old, and 
$35 for seniors ages 65 and 
over.

If interested in participat-
ing, donating or supporting a 
friend or team, visit www.wc-
srunforthewild.org for more 
information.

Participants are encour-
aged in seeking individual 
sponsors for their run and all 
adult and senior participants 
must raise a $30 minimum 
prior to this event.

For children participants, 
the fundraising requirement 
is waived.

Price of registration incor-
porates parking and general 
admission following Run for 
the Wild. In addition, a Total 
Experience Ticket upgrade is 
available online.

Participants for the 5K 
run are asked to use the Gate 
C parking lot located at 182nd 
Street and Southern Boule-
vard.

Family fun run/walk par-
ticipants must arrive via the 
Bronx River entrance, how-

ever they will be directed to 
an alternate lot should this 
one be fi lled upon their ar-
rival. Parking fees are waived 
prior to 8:45 a.m.

Following the event, all are 
welcome to stay and enjoy the 
wildlife at such exhibits as Ti-
ger Mountain, Congo Gorilla 
Forest, Madagascar!, and Jun-
gleWorld.

Prizes are up for grabs 
for those who reach various 
fundraising goals. For $30 in 
pledges, runners will earn a 
WCS Run for the Wild T-shirt, 
$60 receives a plush gorilla, 
$125 will obtain a water bottle, 
$275 earns a blanket, $500 will 
acquire a beach towel, and 
$1,500 secures a fl eece jacket 
plus a VIP breakfast. 

Participants at last year’s WCS Run for the Wild make tracks in support of 
preserving wildlife. Photo by Julie Larsen Maher

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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CAREER INFORMATION SEMINARS
SATURDAY,  MAY 2*, 10:30 AM
WEDNESDAY,  MAY 13, 6:30 PM
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PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS IN:

Find out about Financial Assistance available**
** depending upon eligibility.

INVEST IN YOURSELF 

For more information, please call Lehman College Continuing Education at
"�#$%&�$#������������'''(�����	(���)
�

� Home Health Aide
���������	�
�����������������
����
� EKG/Phlebotomy, Nurse Technician
� Dental Assistant
� Pharmacy Technician
���������	�����������	�������������
� Alcoholism & Substance Abuse Counseling
������	�������������

� Business Bookkeeping
� Personal Financial Planning
� Small Business/ Entrepreneurship
� IRS Enrolled Agent
� Microsoft Specialist
���������������	���������
� A+ Computer Technician
� Graphics & Web Design

FRIDAY,  MAY 8, 10:30 AM
HEALTH CAREERS INFORMATION SEMINAR 

���+-./��	�+�	
������4����������������5��	��+�	
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* MEET +79�;<=.�>�?==.�@B?-<;B/��<G5<B��>�@-��=<�+B���COORDINATOR!

LEARN ABOUT HIGH-GROWTH CAREERS
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The temporary bridge next 

to the existing City Island 
bridge is about half-way built 
across Eastchester Bay. 

The three-lane causeway is 
being constructed as part of a 
project to replace the island’s 
century-old bridge, and is be-
ing built for about two years 
of use while construction on a 
new permanent bridge takes 
place. 

Some on the island have 
questioned if the new bridge 
is wide enough for three lanes, 
but information obtained from 
the city Department of Trans-
portation show that there will 

City Island temporary bridge half built

Using barges, work crews are nearing the halfway point on constructing 
a temporary bridge to City Island. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio

be that number of lanes, albeit 
slightly narrower in width. 

“The roadway is 31-feet 
wide: more than 10 feet for each 
lane, said Barbara Dolensek, a 
City Island Civic Association 
vice-president. “It will have 
somewhat of a curve.” 

Dolensek acknowledged that 
there was some concern among 
locals that the new bridge was 
too narrow.

However, she cautioned that 
people looking at the width 
of the structure being con-
structed should take into con-
sideration the fact that pedes-
trian walkways will be added 
to the roadway section cur-

rently being built. 
“A lot of people were very 

nervous that it looked so nar-
row,” she said. “But if you take 
into account this is being built 
without the access for pedestri-
ans, it makes more sense.”

Community activist Ste-
ven Swieciki raised concerns 
about the width of the bridge 
of the temporary bridge during 
a question and answer session 
with Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr. at a CICA meeting on 
Tuesday, March 24. 

In a follow-up interview, 
Swieciki said that several other 
locals had brought up the issue 
with him. 

He said he was satisfi ed with 
Diaz’s answer and seemed to 
adopt a wait and see approach 
after learning more about the 
tempoarary bridge.  

“If it was wider, it would 
be more accommodating,” he 
said. “But at this point, we have 
passed the point of no return.” 

Dolensek said that the hope 
is that the temporary bridge 
will be ready sometime in May, 
and a statement from the city 
DOT indicates this is feasible. 

“DOT anticipates tempo-
rary bridge construction to be 

completed in early summer 
2015,” read a statement from 
a DOT spokeswoman. “Next 
steps include demolishing the 
existing bridge and erecting a 
new structure in its place.”

After construction Cath-
erine Scott Promenade will be 
restored, and there will be an 
enlarged Legion Triangle with 
walking space and seating for 
people to pay homage to veter-
ans. 

The construction of a new 
causeway-style bridge comes 
after a community fi ght to 
change the original design 
of the new bridge, from the 

Bloomberg-era, that called for 
a soaring tower instead. 

Helping the community in 
their successful fi ght was Sen-
ator Jeff Klein, who lauded the 
latest development. The design 
was changed to the satisfaction 
of community leaders after 
Mayor de Blasio took offi ce.  

“I applaud the efforts of the 
DOT, who has been nothing but 
cooperative over the course of 
this project,” said Klein. “While 
I realize there were initial con-
cerns about traffi c fl owon the 
temporary bridge, the DOT as-
sures us that those concerns 
have been met.”

This drawing, which was part of materials provided to the community by 
the city Department of Transportation, shows the widths of lanes and 
walkways on the temporary bridge being built linking Pelham Bay Park 
and City Island. Photo courtesy of city DOT

Providence Rest Child Day Care Center
Offers “Pre-K For All” for 4 Years Old

Universal Pre-K -  NYC- District 8
Providence Rest Child Daycare Center Inc. is owned and operated by the Sisters of St. 
John the Baptist. Serving families for 25 years; it overlooks Eastchester Bay neighboring 
Providence Rest Nursing Home.

Our Mission
We provide instruction, recreation,

a safe, and secure, comfortable
environment  with a caring program 

and family values.

Our Curriculum
Practice readiness skills to prepare 

your child for kindergarten.

Period Of Operation  
September to June

Application Process

Application Period is from

March 16th to April 24th

Drop off

“After Care Program” (fee)

Apply Now! 
Seats are limited to 18 children.

For More Information About Our Program Contact
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12:00 - 4:30 PM

 

email Recycle@GrowNYC.org   Call 212.788.0227
GrowNYC.org/Swap

12:00 - 3:00 PM

AT OWEN DOLAN PARK

APRIL 25, 2015

in partnership with  

The Westchester Square BID

 Bring clean, reusable portable items 

such as clothing, house wares, electronics,  

books & toys that you no longer need.

No furniture or large items. 

Take home something new-to-you, FREE!

You don’t have to bring something  

to take something.

GrowNYC’s Office of  

Recycling Outreach and  

Education is a NYC Department  

of Sanitation funded program.

COUNCILMAN JAMES VACCA 
PRESENTS

THE WESTCHESTER  

SQUARE BID

2:00 - 4:30 PM
THE ACTIVITIES INCLUDE:

Chrys Napolitano, Composting Demonstrations

Face painting  Music, and Bounce House

Recycled Arts & Crafts

District Flower Planting & Clean Up

Create Recycle Trinket Box 

Plant Your Own Flowers & Take Home  

(while supplies last) 

For More Information,  

please call (718) 597-4629  

or visit our website at WSBID.ORG

PPPPl

FREE  
GIFTS (while supplies last))

Coloring Books,  

Bookmarks, and  

much more!

Amerigroup
NYC Department of Sanitation | Recycling and Sustainability

New York Botanical Garden
NYC Parks 

Harvest Fields Community Church 
Bronx Zoo

(SAN) Survivors Action Network
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We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE

1760 CROSBY AVE, BRONX, NY 10461

FREE FAST DELIVERY
718 597-4992
 718 597-4993 
718 597-4994

FAX: 718 597-4995

Available In Half Trays
and Whole Trays

FULL GOURMET CATERING SERVICE AVAILABLE

CHECK OUT OUR FULL CATERING MENU ONLINE AT

MANGIASBRICKOVEN.COM

FIND US ON:

Custom Made Hot or Cold 3 - 6 foot Heroes...
All Food Made Fresh On The Premises

Let Us Do The Work For Your Special Occasion!
No Party Too Large!

Appetizers, Sides, Salads, Pastas, Brick Oven Pastas, 
Chicken and Veal Dishes, Eggplant Dishes, Sausage Dish-

es, Seafood Dishes, Desserts...and More...

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Traffi c calming measures 

on White Plains Road meant to 
slow down drivers has worked 
too well.

Community Board 11 has 
asked NYC Department of 
Transportation to remove the 
traffi c calming measures im-
plemented in November be-
cause the changes have caused 
traffi c to come to a standstill 
during the morning and after-
noon rush hours.

DOT identifi ed White 
Plains Road as a high crash 
corridor last year as part of Vi-
sion Zero, where safety is pri-
oritized for high crash roads, 
and safety enhancements for 
the corridor were proposed in 
June 2014. Community Board 
11 voted unanimously in fa-
vor of the traffi c calming mea-
sures at the time.

The four-lane street was 
converted into a three-lane 
roadway between Birchall Av-
enue and the Cross Bronx Ex-
pressway. 

In each direction, motor-

White Plains Road 
traffi c is now too calm

ists now have only one driving 
lane, with a wide parking lane 
and a left turn lane.

Since the changes were im-
plemented, community mem-
bers are saying the reduction 
in driving lanes is causing se-
vere back ups on the road in 
the Van Nest neighborhood, 
with southbound traffi c back-
ing up in the morning and the 
reverse in the evening.

“Traffi c is a mess here, it’s 
a disaster,” said Al D’Angelo, 
vice chair of Community 
Board 11.

D’Angelo was one of sev-
eral board members who met 
with DOT Bronx Borough 
Commissioner Connie Moran 
on March 31 to discuss the is-
sue, and present her with a let-
ter from the community board 
requesting the traffi c calming 
measures be reversed.

But the DOT asked for 
more time to study the situ-
ation, district manager Jer-
emy Warneke said, and plans 
to place a traffi c counter near 
the intersection of White 

Plains Road and Morris Park 
to measure the volume of traf-
fi c before developing any solu-
tions. 

The nearby Con Edison en-
trance and exit may be con-
tributing to the rush hour is-
sue, said Warneke, and the 
traffi c study should address 
that question.

After concerns were raised 
about the traffi c earlier this 
year, the DOT did adjust sig-
nal timing, said Warneke, but 
the complaints are still com-
ing.

DOT did not respond to re-
quests for comment.

D’Angelo said he appreci-
ated that Moran met with the 
board on the issue.

“She listened to all our 
complaints,” he said. “She 
took everything we said in to 
consideration.”

And while the community 
board has asked for a return 
to status quo, D’Angelo ad-
mits that the corridor had its 
problems before the measures 
were implemented.

“It was dangerous, every 
one was speeding through it,” 
he said.

But now that problem has 
switched to the other extreme, 

with traffi c reduced to a crawl, 
he hopes a middle pathway 
can be found.

“Hopefully we can do a lit-
tle bit of both,” said D’Angelo.

The intersection of White Plains Road and Morris Park Avenue was 
deemed dangerous in 2014, leading to traffi c calming measures that 
have brought traffi c to a halt. File photo
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cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

Implant.....................$995
Intergrated Post...........$0
Crown.......................$995
Total.......................$1990

CHOOSE EXCELLENCE
Vincent M. Cefola, D.D.S.
Roger Chehova, D.D.S.

1865 Williamsbridge Road
Bronx, NY 10461

718-892-2042
cefola-chehova@optimum.net

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS!

High Quality 
Comprehensive 
Dentistry

Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

WINTER SPECIAL

$500
OFF

New patients only - by appointment only.
Must mention promotion at time of booking.

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A recent wave of boat 

break-ins in Locust Point has 
boat owners and yacht club 
members on alert.

According to its members, 
the Locust Point Yacht Club, 
located on 21 Longstreet Av-
enue, recently experienced 19 
boat break-ins in the span of 
a weekend.

The thievery began the 
weekend of Friday, March 13, 
just before St. Patrick’s Day, 
when club members discov-
ered many boats broken into 
and vandalized. 

Fortunately, many of 
these boats were docked and 
the inside cabins were locked 
for the winter months, so 
there weren’t many personal 
belongings to steal. However, 
there were reports of a miss-
ing fl at screen TV and sev-
eral portable radios.

The police were notifi ed 
of these incidents soon after 
they occurred and recently 
visited the Locust Point 
Yacht Club to review the sur-
veillance cameras and inves-
tigate further. 

They have not yet con-
fi rmed if they have pictures 

Hammond Cove boat docks hit by theft wave
or videos of any suspects or 
if they saw anything sus-
picious. The 45th Precinct 
could not be reached for com-
ment.

However, the NYPD has 
announced that they will be 
offering a $1,000 reward for 
information that leads to an 
arrest and conviction.

According to club mem-
bers, this is the fi rst time 
they can recall incidents of 
this kind taking place but 
they are still prepared for a 
possible reoccurrence.

“The Locust Point Yacht 
Club is not taking this sit-
uation lightly,” said mem-
ber Kevin Devine. “Many of 
us suspect that kids are to 
blame for these break-ins, 
but the police offering this 
award should help speed up 
the process of catching the 
individual or individuals re-
sponsible.”

The club is not the only 
place that has witnessed 
thefts recently. Although not 
to the same magnitude, Ham-
mond Cove Marina, located 
on 140 Reynolds Avenue, has 
also experienced boat break-
ins and vandalism.

“We’ve experienced the 
same kind of issue as the Lo-
cust Point Yacht Club, even 

though it hasn’t quite been to 
the same extent,” said Terry 
Dambinskas, owner of the Ice 

House Cafe, a nearby family-
owned restaurant. 

Locust Point Yacht Club is alert after 19 boat break-ins occurred in the span of a weekend. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
After years of setbacks 

and delays plaguing E. 153rd 
Street Bridge’s construction, 
many in the community are 
hoping to bridge the gap for 
this proposed neighborhood 
project soon. 

According to the published 
February 2015 Register of 
Community Board Requests, 
Community Board 4 issued 
E. 153rd Street Bridge’s con-
struction as their capital bud-
get priority for fi scal year 
2016.

The New York City Depart-
ment of Transportation pro-
posed reconstructing the E. 
153rd Street Bridge overlook-
ing the MTA Metro-North 
Commuter Railroad tracks 
between Park and Morris av-
enues and Concourse Village 
West and Grand Concourse 
after structural issues re-
sulted in the original two-
lane bridge’s demolition in 
1992.

The proposed four lane de-
sign would have measured 
approximately 105 feet wide 
and 511 feet long,  supported 
by a 195-foot tall towers at the 
bridge’s center and abutments 

CB 4 continues supporting E. 153rd St. Bridge

An artist rendering of the proposed E. 153rd Street Bridge. 
 Photo courtesy of New York City Department of Transportation

at each end.
As the state’s fi rst ever ca-

ble stayed bridge, the struc-
ture would have had two fi ve-
foot wide bicycle lanes and 
two ten-foot wide sidewalks as 
well as a four-foot deep bridge 
deck cross section.  

For over two decades, CB 
4 has been advocating for the 
cable stayed bridge’s develop-
ment following the lower Con-
course area’s new develop-
ments. 

However, a NYCDOT 
spokesperson revealed that 
despite several attempts by 
the department, stakehold-
ers, and the community, no 
funding has been secured for 
this project’s construction.

Delays resulting from the 
housing crisis caused the pre-
vious city administration to 
state the program was too ex-
pensive.

The most recent proposal 
for E. 153rd Street Bridge 
was released in 2009 and es-
timated the bridge at approx-
imately $134.6 million. That 
same year, NYCDOT applied 
for the TIGER Grant request-
ing $111.5 million for the 
project, but those funds were 

never realized.   
Jose Rodriguez, Commu-

nity Board 4 district manager, 
explained the board contin-
ues advocating for this proj-
ect and the community sup-
ports restoring and extending 
the bridge westward.

Rodriguez explained E. 
153rd Street Bridge’s con-
struction is vital in offsetting 
the anticipated resulting con-
gestion from the area’s cur-
rent redevelopment projects.

These redevelopment proj-
ects include a boutique hotel 
on E. 149th Street, approxi-

mately 150 units of mixed use 
housing with commercial at-
tachments to the site’s south, 
and the Jerome Avenue Neigh-
borhood Study among others.

“This bridge is not only 
needed because of the events 
held at Yankee Stadium, but 
it’s also needed for all of the 
housing developments hap-
pening here in the district 
which will bring in more 
traffi c and people in the next 
number of years,” Rodriguez 
expressed.

Should E. 153rd Street 
Bridge be constructed, NY-

CDOT and CB 4 explained it 
would provide residents a safe 
as well as vital connection be-
tween several south Bronx 
neighborhoods and allow ac-
cess to Manhattan through 
the Macombs Dam Bridge and 
145th Street Bridge.

In 2012, two buildings at 
the proposed bridge’s site 
were demolished in prepa-
ration for this project. NY-
CDOT collaborated with 
GreenThumb and the IRC to 
cultivate the site into a tem-
porary garden for the time be-
ing, Rodriguez said.       

920 Allerton Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10469 
(718) 654-0500 
FarengaBrosFuneralHome.com 

GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES
COME AND ENJOY OUR 

NEW SAUTE MENU!
SERVED

MONDAY - SATURDAY
FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 
To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 
Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 
Offer. Exp. 04/30/15
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From the Office of Admissions 
If  you are interested in attending one of  the best Catholic High Schools in 
New York City, Cardinal Hayes High School invites you to apply.  Anchored 
in a Catholic framework, we inspire students to strive for personal excellence 
and responsible citizenship .  We accomplish this through a rigorous college 
preparatory program, well-developed extracurricular programs, discipline 
and spiritual growth.   We accept students who demonstrate the potential 
to excel within the Hayes community.   If  you are ready to become a 
Hayesman, we encourage you to apply. 
 
Students seeking admission for the 9th grade should contact Mr. Joseph in 
the admissions office while openings are still available. He can be reached at 
718-292-6100 ext. 187 or cjoseph@cardinalhayes.org.  
 
The next Admissions Exam for students applying to 9th grade will be 
Saturday, May 2nd at 7:45am.  
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An elementary school in the 

Bronx is walking to raise funds 
for a children’s hospital.

On Friday, April 17, St. Ray-
mond Elementary School will 
be sponsoring a walkathon 
event to raise money for Ma-
ria Fareri Children’s Hospital 
at Westchester Medical Cen-
ter, which will begin at 9 a.m. at 
the school’s location on 2380 E. 
Tremont Avenue.

For the walkathon, students 
in grades 6 through 8 will walk 
from the school  up East Trem-
ont Avenue to Metropolitan 
Oval and back to the school. 
Students in pre-k through 
grade 2 will walk around the 
gym and complete relay races 
and other activities and stu-
dents in grades 3 through 5 will 
walk three laps around the pe-
rimeter of the school and re-
turn to the school for a dance 
party. 

Sixth grader Gabriel San-
chez, who has suffered his en-
tire life with chronic gran-
ulomatous disease, a rare 
genetic disorder, was honored 

St. Raymond ES holding 
walkathon to raise funds

Sixth grader Gabriel Sanchez will 
lead the walkathon as the honor-
ary Grand Marshal. 
 Photo courtesy of Heather Smith / Maria 
Fareri Children’s Hospital

St. Raymond Elementary School students, grades 6 through 8, will walk 
from school to Metropolitan Oval and back to school. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

and appointed as the walkath-
on’s Grand Marshal at a school 
ceremony on Monday, March 
30 after he was offi cially diag-
nosed and treated at MFCH.

During the ceremony, it was 
also announced that seventh 
grader Anjali Franklyn was 
the winner of a t-shirt design 
contest, as her design was cho-
sen for the walkathon and will 
be worn by thousands of people 

for another walkathon event, 
Westchester Medical Center’s 
‘Go the Distance Walk & Fam-
ily Fun Day’, which will take 
place on Sunday, May 3 in Val-
halla.

Students at St. Raymond 
Elementary School are also 
currently raising money for 
MFCH by asking their family 
and friends to sponsor them, 
showing that the school has a 
huge appreciation for the hos-
pital that has treated many of 
its own.

“We were inspired to hold 
a walkathon to show our con-
tinued support for Gabriel and 
other children requiring care 
at Maria Fareri Children’s 
Hospital,” said Sister Patricia 
Brito, RJM, principal of St. 
Raymond Elementary School. 
“This event gives students and 
staff who might not be able to 
participate in the Go the Dis-
tance Walk & Family Fun Day 
a chance to show their support 
for a great cause.”

“The walkathon is another 
indication of the way that St. 
Raymond cares for others.”

*Price(s) include all costs to be paid by consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fees & taxes. ^Cannot be combined with any other offers. To qualified buyers. Photos
are illustrative only. Prices may vary. See dealer for details. Offers end 4/30/15. NYCDCA#0927744, DMVFAC#7070432 ©2015 BOCPARTNERS.COM

3211 EAST TREMONT AVE. BRONX, NY
SHOWROOM HOURS: MON-THURS:9-8 FRI:9-7 • SAT:9-5 

MILEABUICKGMC.COM

AutoGroup

250Vehicles
In Stock!

Conquest Lease 
Cash Available Milea Welcomes all Costco, Teachers, and Credit Union Member Discounts!

888.293.8472

Trade Out Of Your Current 
Lease Early! Any Make or Model.

LEASE
FOR 24
MOS*

2015 GMC TERRAIN
SLE

Stk#15261, Ttl due $2,610 ($2,015 Down, $0 1st Pymnt, $0 Sec Sep.
$595 Bank Fee) +tax. 10k mi/yr, excess mi @ $.25 thereafter. Ttl pymnts
$6,192, Residual: $28,791. Must have non GM or GM lease to qualify. 

$258

2015 GMCACADIA AWD SLE-2

LEASE
FOR 24
MOS*

Stk#15282, Ttl due $2,719 ($2,015 Down, $109 1st Pymnt, $0 Sec Sep.
$595 Bank Fee) +tax. 10k mi/yr, excess mi @ $.25 thereafter. Ttl pymnts
$2,616, Residual: $19,239.50. Must have non GM or GM lease to qualify. 

$109

2015 BUICK VERANO

In Stock & Available For Immediate Delivery

NEW 2015
GMC 

YUKON 
DENALI

2015 BUICK ENCOREAWD

Stk#15024B, Ttl due $2,629 ($2,015
Down, $129 1st Payment, $0 Sec Sep.
$595 Bank Fee) +tax. 10k mi/yr, excess
mi @ $.25 thereafter. Ttl payments
$3,096, Residual: $18,161.50. Must have
non GM or GM lease to qualify. 

Stk#15065B, Ttl due $2,629 ($2,015
Down, $129 1st Payment, $0 Sec Sep.
$595 Bank Fee) +tax. 10k mi/yr, excess
mi @ $.25 thereafter. Ttl payments
$3,096, Residual: $16,947.20. Must have
non GM or GM lease to qualify. 

$129
LEASE FOR 24 MOS*

32 MPG HWY 8 PASSENGER • SUNROOF • NO 1ST PAYMENT!

REAR CAMERA
1SG PACKAGE 30 MPG HWY

YOUR CHOICE

MILEA AUTO SHOW EVENT!

24 MONTH SPECTACULAR!
2 YEARS MAINTENANCE

ON ALL BUICK/GMC’S!
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SPOTO’S
FINE NEOPOLITAN & SICILIAN CUISINE

4005 East Tremont Ave.
Bronx, NY 10465

718-828-5613
www.SpotosNYC.com

Come enjoy our 
elegant wine bar!

SPOTO’S MENU IS ON ITS WAY TO YOU
or view it on our website: www.SpotosNYC.com

BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!

Too tired to cook? Let us do it for you...Free Delivery!
OUTSIDE OFF PREMISE CATERING DELIVERED DOOR TO DOOR

Dates are available…
Banquet room seats up to 100 people

All parties supervised by Peter

Daily Lunch Special

$11.95
Spoto’s Early Dining

$24.95
SPOTO’S NOW

DELIVERS
7 Days A Week!

NOW 
SERVING A 
FULL PIZZA 

MENU!

Come 
enjoy our 
elegant 
wine bar! Join us on                     for daily specials

Exquisite Catering at Affordable Prices
We specialize in family functions!

CALL NOW TO BOOK YOUR NEXT AFFAIR!
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7TH ANNUAL
5K RUN &
FAMILY FUN 
RUN/WALK

SATURDAY

APRIL 25
2015
BRONX ZOO

TO REGISTER OR DONATE, GO TO

WCSRUNFORTHEWILD.ORG

JOIN US FOR ONE OF THE WILDEST EVENTS IN  
NEW YORK AND MAKE TRACKS FOR GORILLAS!

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A longtime Bronxite has shown 

over and over again that she deeply 
cares about her community and the its 
residents.

Hetty Fox, a longtime Bronx activ-
ist has continuously put her commu-
nity fi rst - holding countless activities 
and events for her neighborhood to en-
joy and learn from for decades.

Born in Harlem in 1933 to Guya-
nese immigrants George and Ina Fox, 
Hetty moved to the present day neigh-
borhood of Foxhurst in the Bronx, for-
mally known as Fort Apache. 

She went to Cathedral High School 
and eventually graduated from Hunter 
College in 1962 with a BA, majoring in 
psychology and minoring in sociology 
and Russian.

After graduating from college, Fox 
moved to Hollywood, CA to begin a 
new chapter in her life. 

When she was living on the west 
coast, she received two masters after 
tenures at California State University 
Northridge and Casa Loma College in 
Anaheim. She also taught at Cal State 
Northridge.

She moved back to New York in 
1970, after she had been informed that 
her sister was expecting her fi rst child 
and planning to go on a long trip with 
her husband as members of the Peace 
Corps. 

Fox’s parents were also getting 
older, so she wanted to stay close and 
in contact with them as well.

When she moved back to her old 
street, Lyman Place, she noticed that 
the neighborhood had changed - for the 
worst. 

It was at that time that Hetty Fox felt 
an obligation to revive a community 
and a borough that had gone through 
so much in the 1960s and 1970s.

“I knew that the Bronx needed 
help,” said Hetty, who recalls that she 
couldn’t leave again after seeing the 
condition of her deteriorated neigh-
borhood. 

“The south Bronx became the poor-
est part of the country, and I had to do 

things to make the life of my family, 
friends and neighbors better.”

She began by renovating and rescu-
ing one-family and two-family homes 
on her block, and eventually turned 
one of them into a center for arts and 
education, called the Neo-Presearch 
Energy Foundation, Inc., located at 
1370 Lyman Place. 

At this center, those who visit are 
encouraged to write their own books 
or create their own art project when 
taking part in arts and crafts work-
shops. 

Some visitors have even practiced 
DJing at the center in past years.

Fox is also responsible for starting 
her very own ‘Play Street’, which she 
began in 1977. 

Play streets are intended to give 
kids who can’t afford summer camp 
another option. 

For this event, Fox closes down Ly-
man Avenue from 8  a.m. to 8 p.m. so 
that kids can take part in physical ac-
tivities that are good for both the mind 
and the body. 

According to Fox, the play street 
sees 100-150 kids daily in the summer 
months. She has also planted 21 trees 
on her block to resurrect the area.

On holidays she holds  parties on 
her street annually, usually the Sun-
day before Christmas - a tradition that 
she has continued since 1992. 

For the holiday festivities, she gives 
presents to every kid 12 and under.

Fox will be featured in in an inter-
view in an upcoming documentary, 
Decade of Fire, which will be directed 
by Gretchen Hildebran and will show 
how the south Bronx was decimated in 
the 1970’s.

“There are so many dynamics in 
the Bronx - food, culture, music and 
art to name a few, and this borough as 
well as the city needs to show the rest 
of the world what it is about,” said Fox. 
“It’s apparent that the Bronx has some 
healing to do, but we must take advan-
tage of the resources and the economic 
systems in NYC to recover.”

Bronx activist Hetty Fox 
- a lifetime of caring

Hetty Fox was honored at Casita Maria last week. Photo courtesy of Casita Maria
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2 lbs Chuck Filet
2 lbs Sh. London Broil
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Sh. Lamb Chops
2 lbs Beef Stew
2 lbs Shell Steak
2 lbs Club Steak
2 lbs Chicken Legs
2 Lbs Chicken Breasts
2 lbs Chuck Chop
2 lbs Sausage
2 lbs CC Pork Chops

$14995

SAVE
CADILLAC PLAN

ALL THIS FOR

SAVE SAVE SAVE

SAVE SAVE SAVE

SAVESAVE SAVE SAVE

6 lbs Chicken (2)
2 lbs Italian Sausage
1 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs CC Pork Chops
2 lbs Chuck Chop

$4499
ALL THIS FOR

THIS IS INSANE

$5799
ALL THIS FOR

2 lb London Broil
2 lbs Chuck Filet
2 lbs Beef Stew
2 lbs Sandwich Steak
2 lbs Chuck Chop

HERE’S THE BEEF

$5999
ALL THIS FOR

VARIETY PACK
1 lb Veal Cutlets
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Spare Ribs
2 lbs CC Pork Chops
2 lbs Beef Stew
2 lbs Chuck Chop

1 Top Round London Broil (1”)
1 lb Veal Cutlets
1 1/2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
6 Pcs. CC Pork Chops 
1 1/2 lbs Sirloin Chop Meat

$5595
ALL THIS FOR

THE BEST OF EVERYTHING

$10999
ALL THIS FOR

5 Pieces Shell Steak
1 1/2 lbs Veal Cutlets
3 lbs CC Pork Chops
6 lbs Chicken (2)
3 lbs Chuck Chop

5 PEOPLE CAN EAT 
FOR 5 DAYS

$5899
ALL THIS FOR

3 lbs Spare Ribs
3 lbs Chicken Breasts
2 lbs Franks
3 lbs 1/4 Legs
2 lbs Sausage
3 lbs Chuck Chop

BARBECUE FEAST

$11499
ALL THIS FOR

1 lb Veal Cutlets
3 lbs CC Pork Chops
1 London Broil (1” thick)
4 lbs Spare Ribs
5 lbs Chuck Chop
6 lbs Chicken
3 lbs Italian Sausage
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets

MEET THE SAVINGS

$7999
ALL THIS FOR

4 lb Round Roast Beef
2 lb London Broil
3 lbs CC Pork Chops
6 lb Chicken (2)
1 1/2 lbs Veal Cutlets

PARTY PACK

$9999
ALL THIS FOR

WOW
1 lb Veal Cutlets
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Chuck Chop
2 lbs Italian Sausage
6 lbs Chicken
3 pcs. Club Steak
2 lbs CC Pork Chops

$6595
ALL THIS FOR

FAMILY PACK
1 lb Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Veal Cutlets
3 lbs Spare Ribs
2 lbs Franks
3 lbs Chicken Legs
2 lbs Italian Sausage

MEAT
PLANS

Mon-Sat 7am - 7pm
Sunday 9am - 5pm

WE TAKE E.B.T. CARD

FREE
DELIVERY
ON PURCHASES OVER $50

6 PEPPER BLEND

FREE
WITH ANY MEAT
PLAN PURCHASE

7.25 oz
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Relay For Life May 30th
The American Cancer Society is re-

cruiting teams from businesses, schools, 
families, places of worship, and more 
to participate in Relay For Life of the 
Bronx on May 30, 2015. Relay For Life 
teams are committed to fi nishing the fi ght 
against cancer. The funds raised through 
this event will support lifesaving cancer 
research and patient service programs 
in the Bronx. Teams and individuals can 
sign up for Relay For Life by visiting Re-
layForLife.org or by calling 1-800-227-
2345.

* * *
Starting April 1, the New York City 

Department of Sanitation is authorized 
to fi ne residents $100 for placing elec-
tronic waste at the curb. According to a 
state law that went into effect January 1, 
it is illegal for all New Yorkers to place 
most electronics at the curb for collec-
tion. DSNY provided residents a three-
month grace period against violations to 
allow them time to adjust to the new law. 
DSNY wants to remind residents of the 
legal ways they can discard unwanted 
electronics.

Electronics covered by this new state 
law include: computers and peripherals, 
televisions, fax machines, VCRs, DVD 
players, printers/scanners, video game 
consoles, MP3 players, tablets, and 
small servers.

In addition to banning the disposal 
of many electronic items, the New York 
State Electronic Equipment Recycling 
and Reuse Act requires manufacturers 
to provide free take-back programs. The 
state law was passed in 2010, and went 
into effect in phases over the past few 
years.

To help city residents dispose of their 
unwanted electronics, DSNY and its part-
ners are holding ten SAFE (Solvents, Au-
tomotive, Flammables, and Electronics) 
Disposal Events this year, two in each 
borough, to accept consumer electronics 
and other potentially harmful items.

Spring 2015 SAFE Disposal Events 
are listed below.  For more information 
visit http://on.nyc.gov/safeevents.

Saturday, May 2, Orchard Beach Park-
ing Lot - follow Park Dr to the end.

* * *
The Annual Co-op City Health and 

Wellness Fair will be held on Tues-
day, May 12, from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Dreiser Community Center Auditorium, 
177 Dreiser Loop, Co-op City.

A great opportunity to provide Co-op 
City community seniors with information 
about your organization!

Raffl es, music by DJ Woody, perfor-
mances by Bobby Harden, The Soul Man 
from NY and others.

Contact Yamit Alpern Kol to register 
by May 5th: yalpernkol@jasa.org or (718) 
320-2066

A registration fee of $25 per table and 
donation of a raffl e prize worth at least 
$25 is required in order to secure a table. 
Your organization will be highlighted dur-
ing the hourly raffl es. (The fee is waived 

for government agencies.)
* * *

The Friends of Van Cortlandt Park 
is hosting their Sixth Annual Hike-a-Thon 
on Saturday April 25th, 2015 in Van Cor-
tlandt Park.

Hiking for a Healthier NYC!  The pur-
pose of this event is two-fold: to raise 
funds for the maintenance of Van Cort-
landt Park’s 1,146 acres and our 20 plus 
miles of trails and to introduce NYC resi-
dents to the vast hiking opportunities in 
Van Cortlandt Park.  

Like a Walk-a-Thon, Hike-a-Thon par-
ticipants will sign up supporters to spon-
sor their hike. All participants who pay 
the register fee of $25 will receive a VCP 
Where NYC Hikes t-shirt (New this year!) 
water, snacks and receive a beautiful hik-
ing tour of various trails as well as become 
members of the organization for the year. 
Participants who solicit at least $100 in 
donations will receive a FVCP bag full of 
great giveaways. Prizes will also be pre-
sented to individuals who raise the most 
money.  Registration deadline is Wednes-
day April 22nd, 2015

Participants will be able to choose 
from three routes—a family friendly one-
mile loop on the John Kieran Trail, a me-
dium 3 mile hike or a 5 mile excursion into 
the outer reaches of the Park.

For more information, call (718) 601-
1460 or christina@vancortlandt.org.

* * *
In honor of Autism Awareness Month, 

the New York City Department of Sani-
tation and Autism Speaks have joined 
forces to place autism awareness post-
ers on the Department’s collection trucks 
and mechanical brooms.  

The posters will appear on some 2,500 
Department trucks and brooms through-
out April, Autism Awareness Month. Last 
year, Department fundraising brought 
more than $40,000 for Autism Speaks.

* * *
The NYC Department of Sanitation 

is increasing ways for New Yorkers to re-
cycle their household food waste.

 In addition to expanding its curbside 
organic waste recycling program, DSNY 
is adding 11 new food scrap drop-off lo-
cations, and will be opening up 19 more 
seasonal sites this summer, for a total of 
64 sites throughout the city. The drop-
off program offers composting opportu-
nities for New Yorkers in neighborhoods 
or buildings that do not currently receive 
curbside collection of organic waste. 

Compost created through the drop-off 
program will be distributed to local green-
ing groups such as urban farmers, com-
munity gardeners, and street tree stew-
ards to improve soil quality. 

For a list of all sites, visit: on.nyc.gov/
foodscrap-dropoffs.

* * *
The Heketi Community Charter 

School will hold an electronic lottery on 
April 13, 2015 at 1 pm. The lottery will be 
held at the school, 403 Concord Avenue, 
Bronx NY 10454.

MEDICAL 
RESEARCH 

GUIDE

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Advertise your Clinical Studies 
in New York’s largest group of 

community newspapers.
- Weekly bannered directory

- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

NYU School of Medicine

Have you experienced a traumatic 
event? Are you depressed and 

anxious? Are you experiencing 
fl ashbacks? Irritability?  

If so, you may be eligible to participate in a 
study that involves taking an investigational 

medication or placebo for one week. Th is study 
takes place at New York University School of 

Medicine over the course of fi ve visits. You must 
be between the ages of 18 and 60, medically 

healthy and currently not taking medications. 
You will be compensated for your time.  

For more information, please call 646-754-4831.
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THE THROGGS
SC      

 PS
BOWLS

&
THROGGS NECK’S ONLY ICE CREAM PARLOR!

FEATURING GUILT FREE SELECTIONS INCLUDING

FAT FREE, NON-DAIRY, SUGAR FREE, AND GLUTEN FREE

Now Featuring 
Uncle Louie G’s 
Italian Ices and 

Ice Cream

Check out
These Stores In The
Throggs Neck Mall!

Prom Queen Specials:
Queen #1 - Manicure and Pedicure $20
Queen #2 - Hair and Make-Up $75
Queen #3 - Hair, Make-Up, Nails $100
Queen #4 - Hair, Make-Up, Nails and
                   Teethwhitening $150

Large Ice Cream Sheet Cakes $30
Birthday Cakes Starting at $20

For All Your Marketing Needs

Design & Printing, Promotional Items, Websites & more
MAS

MARKETING & ADVERTISING SOLUTIONS

In The
Courtyard
Near the

Alley Cat Cafe
347-621-1799

In The Courtyard Near the
Alley Cat Cafe

Business Cards (500 ct.) $29.95
2’ by 4’ Banner $39.95

10% OFF Promotional Items
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S NECK MALL

HOUSE SALES
REALTY CORP.

Rosana Chirico

com

THROGGS NECK 
PELHAM BAY

APARTMENTS

COMMERCIAL/OFFICE/RETAIL
COMMERCIAL/OFFICE/RETAIL

OFFICE & RETAIL SPACE AVAILABLE.  

STOREFRONT AVAILABLE

217TH STREET
& BARNES AVENUE

 $1515.00

217TH STREET
& BARNES AVENUE

 $1311.00

$490,000.

$400,000.

$490,000.

$425,000.

IN CONTRACT

$410,000.

$450,000.

We have many 
clients looking 
for apartment 

rentals and 
houses for sale 
Please call for 
a free market 
assessment

AGENTS WANTED

See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard.  

Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Café.  

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

HOUSE SALES
REALTY CORP.Lessons on all Instruments

Guitar, Piano, Drums, Sax,
Violin, Vocals & more...

Beginners & Intermediate
Give yourself or your child

the gift of music.  
Repairs, Recordings,

Video, Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available

Call 646-261-0170
or 646-331-9707

for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

(2nd Floor) Suite 206

Home Of The



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 10-16, 201538    BTR

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Bronx Fashion Week is 

back.
After a successful inaugu-

ral event last fall, the organiz-
ers will put on a runway show 
during Bronx Week this May 
before returning for their sec-
ond annual event later this 
year.

“It’s a kick-off to give a 
taste of what’s coming in Sep-
tember,” said president and 
founder Flora Montes.

The May 9 show at the old 
Bronx Borough Courthouse 
will coincide with an art ex-
hibit put on by No Longer 
Empty in the rehabilitated 
landmark.

The event will be celebra-
tion of visual art as well as 
fashion, said event director 
Ed Garcia Conde, and will re-
volve around the theme of ‘the 
essence of beauty.’

The theme fi ts the old court-
house, said Conde, which was 
beloved by the Melrose com-
munity even as it stood ne-
glected for years, before re-
cently being refurbished.

“The venue is a perfect fi t,” 
said Conde.

At the May event, which 

Bronx Fashion Week to host runway event
will include a VIP Recep-
tion and cocktail party, prod-
uct launches from diverse 
sponsors, and several perfor-
mances in addition to the run-
way show, details about the 
fall’s multi-day event will be 

revealed. 
Last year’s Bronx Fashion 

Week at the Andrew Freeman 
Home, featuring three days 
of fashion and business ex-
pos, was a huge success, said 
Montes, and people have been 
reaching out about the future 
of the event ever since.

“The response was tremen-
dous,” said Conde.

Although the Bronx gave 
birth to designers Ralph Lau-
ren and Calvin Klein, as well 
as fashion icons such as Jenni-
fer Lopez and the late Lauren 

Bacall, the borough lacked a 
signifi cant fashion-related 
event, said Conde. But the or-
ganizers found that there was 
a thirst in the borough for op-
portunities to celebrate high 
fashion and art.

“There defi nitely was a 
need that we fi lled for the peo-
ple of the Bronx,” Montes.

The events are also a cele-
bration of the borough, high-
lighting landmarks as well as 
local designers, make-up art-
ists and models that might not 
otherwise get exposure, said 
Flora.

“It’s all about being able to 
uplift our community,” said 
Conde.

And while she wouldn’t 
reveal specifi c plans for the 
future growth, Montes said 
Bronx Fashion Week is here 
to stay.

“We have high expecta-
tions,” she said.

For more information on 
the event, visit www.facebook.
com/BronxFashionWeek.Org.

It’s a kick-off to 
give a taste of 

what’s coming in 
September.
Flora Montes

A model for last year’s Bronx Fashion Week poses with the Bronx Flag on Fordham Road at the Grand Concourse 
for a publication that will highlighted Bronx locations while showcasing fashion. 
 Photo courtesy of Catherine Fonseca for Bronx Fashion Week

Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena LoCicero
Funeral Director

409556
CASTLEHILLFUNE
BW 3 x 5.69
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Commitment
Dedication
Excellence

omen25Influential
Bronx

2015

These special words are reserved for those individuals who have 
devoted their own life to improve the lives of others. This year 
the Bronx Times, through a series of in-depth profi les, salutes 25 
Infl uential Bronx Women. Each woman’s unique accomplishments 
will be highlighted in a keepsake publication on May 29, 2015.

Dr. Anita Vazquez Batisti
Fordham University’s Graduate

School of Education

Denise Pagan
Alianza Puertorriquena

Debra Ann Jaffee
St. Clare’s Senior Center

Rev. Carmen Hernandez
Stratford Community Services, Inc.

NYC LGBTQS Chamber of Commerce

Michelle Centeno
National Conference of Puerto Rican Women NY Chapter

Loretta Zaino
Primavera Program

Rev. Que English
Bronx Christian FellowshipNYC Clergy Roundtable

Maribel Gonzalez
South of France Restaurant Owner

Nilka Martell
G.I.V.E./Friends of Starlight Park

Barbara Robles-Gonzalez
Offi ce of Bronx District Attorney

Nancy Biberman
WHEDco

Elizabeth Gill
47th Precinct Community Coucil

Dr. Lisa Anne Rizopoulos
Manhattan College

Cynthia Jones
Hostos Community College

Naomi Pouchie
Author

Dr. Deborah Dolan Hunt
College of New Rochelle

Wilma Tamayo
Fordham Law School

Hon. Llinet Rosado
Bronx Family Court

Rhina Valentin
BronxNet

Judy Hutson
222nd Street Block Association

Hon. Fiordaliza A. Rodriguez
Bronx Family Court

Susan O’Hanlon Mendogni
Fancy Feet Dance Studios

Dr. Yvette Calderon
North Central Bronx Hospital

Bharati S. Kemraj
Offi ce of Bronx Borough President

Dr. Eva Yan
Metro Optics

Please join us in recognizing the
25 Bronx Infl uential Women of 2015!

Call Laura Guerriero at 718-260-4593 for Rates
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Councilman James Vacca stands with school children in the program he helped fund. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Vacca’s offi ce

Councilman James Vacca visited the Bronx YMCA’s Food and Fun After School Program at P.S.14 on Thursday, 
March 26.  Vacca has granted additional funds to keep this popular program for school age children running. 

VACCA VISITS YMCA PROGRAM

Seniors in Van Cortlandt Village received shingles vaccinations and 
education at an event at Vladeck Hall on Tuesday, March 24.  The event 
was part of a pilot program funded with a New York Foundation for 
Eldercare grant to Visiting Nurse Services of New York and the Depart-
ment for the Aging. 

SHINGLES VACCINATIONS
EVENT HELD

Grace Amoye gets her shot from nurse Matthew Gottleib. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

(l-r) Franna Rudell, Rabbi Leila Gal, Rabbi Steven Silvern and Linda Silvern 
having a great time at Saturday’s gala. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Paul Klein (l), Board of Trustees president, presents Michael Eiron with 
his awards. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

On Saturday, March 28, Temple Beth El of City Island held its 81st an-
nual gala at Pelham Split Rock Golf Course.  The evening’s honorees 
included the newly ordained Rabbi Evan Markus and longtime board 
member Michael Eiron.

TEMPLE BETH EL’S ANNUAL GALA 
On Friday, March 20, Councilman James Vacca hosted the fi rst-ever Student Voter Registration Day at CUNY 
Prep and Lehman High School.  The event promoted voter registration among the youth and commemorated 
the 44th anniversary of Democracy Day in which 18-year olds offi cially gained the right to vote. 

VACCA HOSTS STUDENT VOTERS DAY

(center, l) Rose LoBianco, Herbert H. Lehman High School principal alongside Councilman James Vacca and 
Lehman High School assistants. Photo courtesy of the Offi ce of Councilman James Vacca

LiveOn NY, Presbyterian Senior Services’ Parkside 
Senior Center and Montefi ore hosted ‘April Falls 
Day’, a free wellness fair designed to help seniors 
prevent falls.  The Wednesday, April 1 event, was 
held at Parkside Senior Center in Allerton. 

APRIL 
FALLS DAY

PREVENTION
WORKSHOP
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Injections

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST LASER TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

APRIL EXTRAVAGANZA!

Hop on over and 
get ready for 

Spring!

GIFT
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal    

Botox  

Fillers 

 Skin Tightening 

Sclerotherapy

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

BEFORE

AFTER

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert Graziosa 
has been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led many 
patients to live 
more happy and 
healthy lives.

B
E

FO
R

E
A

F
TE

R

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

3611A East Tremont Ave. 
Bronx, NY

347-281-5576

BECAUSE OF OUR 

TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start hCG  
Weight Loss Program

LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 
20–40 lb. LIGHTER

LOSE  
½–2 lb. PER DAY
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Rev. Ruth Ann Garcia with local children. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Christina Cetrone searching for Easter eggs
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Lucas Avery loaded up his basket with eggs. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Grace Episcopal Church on City Island hosted an Easter egg hunt on Saturday, April 4. 
Kids ran around fi lling their baskets with treats and competed in themed games.

EASTER EGG HUNT ON CITY ISLAND

The Allerton International Merchants Asso-
ciation hosted the Easter Bunny on Satur-
day, April 4. Local kids decorated eggs and 
posed for pictures with the Easter Bunny.

EASTER BUNNY VISITS ALLERTON AVE

(Above) The Easter Bunny gives Jaedius 
Lacend a low-fi ve. Photo by Laura Stone

Elijha Kel poses with the Easter Bunny and 
the Easter egg he colored. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(No particular order) Chris Amaroso, section coordinator district administrator of Little 
League International, Valerie Amaroso, Joe DiFazio, Jr., president of the Van Nest Little 
League and Joe DiFazio, Sr., vice president of the Van Nest Little League were present at 
opening day. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Van Nest Little League began its new season on Saturday, April 4.  The opening day ceremony 
kicked off the league’s 59th season.

VAN NEST LITTLE LEAGUE OPENS SEASON

Coaches and players from ‘Di Squad’ of the Van Nest 
Little League. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Giuseppi Mosillo (l) and Stephan Tantaglia are ready 
to play ball on opening day. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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MAX
LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

800-469-6292    TTY 711 
7 days a week, 8:00 am to 8:00 pm

www.villagecaremax.org

Our Members Are 
Our #1 Priority

We are a 5-star rated 
Managed Long-Term Care Plan 

5-star overall rating based 
on the 2014 NYC Region 
MLTC Consumer Guide, 

published by the
 New York  State 

Department of Health

FIAME, the Forum of Italian American Educa-
tors, will hold its 31st Annual Awards Dinner Dance 
on Friday, April 17, 6 to 11:30 p.m., at the Villa Bar-
one Manor, 737 Throggs Neck Expressway.

The FIAME organization consists of educators, 
their families and friends, from public and paro-
chial schools.  Its mission is to promote and pre-
serve the Italian culture for a new generation of Ital-
ian Americans. 

Each year, the organization celebrates the 
achievements not only of Italian American edu-
cators, but also of prominent community leaders 
who bring their Italian values to others.  Addition-
ally, FIAME provides modest scholarships to exem-
plary Italian American high school students who 
are entering college.  These scholarships are funded 
through the proceeds from the Dinner Dance and 
the annual journal.   During the year, FIAME spon-
sors a number of community activities such as lec-
tures, Italian language classes, socials, and special 
events. 

This year’s dinner dance honorees are: 
Thomas C. Giordano Leadership in Education 

Award: Dr. James J. Montesano, Superintendant 
of Schools, Nyack and Dr. Gerald M. Cattaro, Ford-
ham University, Executive Director of the Center 
for Catholic School Leadership.

Michael Tomasetti Principal’s Award: Angela 
Ceparano, Principal, St. Simon Stock and Julie 
Falco Porras, Assistant Principal, P.S. 76.

Andy Galdi Special Education Award: Melanie 
Blasucci Marino, Educational Administrator, CFN 
532.

Excellence in Teaching Award: Silvia D’Arco Di-
Bello, Assistant Principal and Italian Teacher, St. 
Raymond’s Elementary and Tina Meliota Cortese, 
Teacher, Grade Two, P.S. 83.

Dominic Capone FIAME Service Award: Linda 
Rufi no, Secretary JHS 144.

Philip J. Abinanti Community Service Award: 
Chris Alessandro, Community Leadership, Morris 
Park Association.

FIAME Donation: Honor Flight, Roger Kilfoil.
An Italian Continental menu including a deluxe 

cocktail hour will begin at 6 p.m. followed by a full 
course dinner. Music will be provided by “That’s 
Entertainment.

Tickets for the gala event will be $90 per person. 
Reservations must be in advance. Tickets will not 
be available at the door. To reserve a ticket, call (917) 
817-1497.

FIAME Awards 
Dinner Dance

Stay informed & stay in style. Read the Bronx Times Reporter newspapers



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 10-16, 201544    BTR

(l-r) Karen Rasmussen, Lynn Devine, Patty Greco and Lorraine Endico. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Judy Lanci (l) with honorees Dr. David Stevens DDS, Mike Rahilly and Berna Mahidi from the 
George Timmons Family Fund. Photo by Laura Stone

The Theodore Korony American Legion Post #253 hosted the annual Chris Engledrum Support The Troops Bingo on Friday, March 27. The annual fundraiser was held at the Samuel Young 
Post #620 of the American Legion in Pelham Bay. Engledrum was a local resident, fi refi ghter, and national guardsman who was killed in Iraq in 2004.

AMERICAN LEGION POST #253 HOSTS SUPPORT THE TROOPS BINGO

Oval Park held an Easter event 
on Saturday, April 4. Kids and 
parents attended the event to 
celebrate the holiday and enjoy 
the festivities.

OVAL PARK CELEBRATES EASTER

Girl Scouts Kaliyah Christopher 
and Joyonna Hines and teachers 
Valeria Perez and Anthony Serra-
no celebrate Easter at Oval Park.
 Photo by Miriam Quin

(No particular order) Oval Park 
president Sheila Sanchez, vice 
president Doug Conout, media ad-
visor Anthony Riviccio, volunteer 
Sirio Guerino and park rangers 
David Lewis and Sarah Keller cel-
ebrate Easter at Oval Park. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

(Left) Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. tees 
off towards Manhattan on the opening day 
of Trump Golf Links at Ferry Point Park. 
 Photo courtesy of Offi ce of Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr.

On Wednesday, April 1, Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr. teed off at Trump Golf Link’s 
opening day.

DIAZ DRIVES AT
 TRUMP GOLF LINKS

The ‘Nostalgia Special,’ a vintage group of four subway cars, gave New York Yankees fans 
some pre-game fun as it made its way from Grand Central Station in Manhattan to the East 
161st Street - Yankee Stadiums stop for opening day on Monday, April 6.  The cars, originally 
used as part of the Interborough Rapid Transit system which was a forerunner to the Met-
ropolitan Transportation Authority, were in service from 1917 to the early 1960s.  On April 6, 
they carried Yankee fans to the fi rst game of the new baseball season. 

(Above) A classic train makes its way on the tracks. Photo courtesy of the MTA

YANKEE FANS TAKE VINTAGE SUBWAY RIDE 
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Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 10-16, 201546    BTR

A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

Bronx residents who dream 
of producing their own maga-
zine program, documentary, 
talk show, variety show or in-
structional program will be 
able to make that dream a real-
ity in a matter of eight weeks. 

Registration is taking place 
now for a new set of BronxNet 
studio and fi eld production 
classes that begin mid June. 

The eight-week classes are 
open to all Bronx residents 18 

Learn to produce TV at BronxNet
years of age and over. Individ-
uals who complete a class will 
have access to equipment to 
produce their own program, 
and airtime on a BronxNet 
channel to share that program.

“We are in an era where we 
are offering unprecedented op-
portunity for Bronxites with 
leading edge technological 
upgrades. BronxNet serves 
Bronx residents by offering 
media literacy workshops that 

prepare Bronx residents to be-
come independent producers. 
We provide digital platforms 
that allow individuals to con-
nect with audiences in the 
Bronx and around the world,” 
said BronxNet Executive Di-
rector Michael Max Knobbe.

In a recent studio pro-
duction workshop, students 
learned special lighting and 
directing techniques as they 
worked as a group to produce a 

professional one-hour program 
featuring interviews, spoken 
word and performances by a 
Latin band.

BronxNet is the indepen-
dent not-for-profi t organiza-
tion serving the people of the 
Bronx through the provision 
of media production training, 
access to technology, and cable 
television channels. BronxNet 
programs six channels - 33, 
34, 35, 36, 37 and 38 on the Ve-

rizon FiOS system and four 
channels - 67, 68, 69 and 70 - on 
the Cablevision system in the 
Bronx.  BronxNet’s ultra-lo-
cal programming helps con-
nect the Bronx with the World 
while our training programs 
and partnerships are a part 
of Community Development 
through Media.

For class fees and schedules 
or to register for upcoming 
classes call: (718) 960-1189.

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
Increasingly, the American educa-

tional system seems to reject the val-
ues that made the United States, and 
indeed western civilization, success-
ful.  There are numerous educators 
and educational bureaucrats at all lev-
els who cringe even at the thought of 
alluding to the unparalleled advances 
in freedom, government, science, phi-
losophy, the arts, and so much more 
that characterize the American expe-
rience. The latest example of the bi-
zarre infl uence imposed by university 
professors on students can be seen in 
the recent move to exclude American 
fl ags at campus events.

It is truly ironic that the same ed-
ucators that call the loudest for multi-
culturalism display an extraordinary 
bias against western civilization, the 
culture that, more than any other, has 
displayed tolerance, acceptance, and 
respect for others. That includes the 
most important of western traits, the 
concept of individual liberty, and the 
equality of all. 

In his new book, ‘Inventing the Indi-
vidual,’ author Larry Siedentop  notes: 
“Like other cultures, Western culture 
is founded on shared beliefs.  But in 
contrast to most others, Western be-
liefs privilege the idea of equality.  
And it is the privileging of equality—
of a premise that excludes permanent 
inequalities of status and ascription 

of authoritative opin-
ion to any person or 
group—which under-
pins the secular state 
and the idea of fun-
damental or ‘natural’ 
rights.”

The U.S. concept 
of equality does not suggest that all 
people are the same; each person pos-
sesses individual talents, strengths 
and weaknesses. It does not call for 
equal outcomes. Those who struggle 
harder, have talents in demand, or are 
merely fortunate will always dispro-
portionately prosper. It does refer to 
the belief that all have the same rights 
under the law, and that, in the words of 
the Declaration of Independence, there 
are “Unalienable right” that can never 
be denied or reduced.

Individual liberty is an annoying 
challenge to higher education person-
nel, who by an overwhelming percent-
age prefer the collectivist mentality 
that characterizes socialist regimes. 
While castigating the wealth created 
by the free market system they de-
spise, university offi cials unblush-
ingly hike their tuition rates year af-
ter year, making college education a 
nearly life-long fi nancial burden. Now 
there are calls for the taxpayers to pay 
these harsh debts,  allowing the same 
hypocritical university bureaucrats to 
raise tuition even higher.

Writing in the 
Chronicle of Higher 
Education,  Sita Slavov 
writes:

“The liberal bias in 
academe is pervasive 
and well documented. 
For example, Daniel 

Klein has shown that Democrats out-
number Republicans by at least seven 
to one in the social sciences and hu-
manities. Stanley Rothman, Robert S. 
Lichter, and Neil Nevitte have shown 
that 72 percent of higher-education 
faculty identify themselves as liberal. 
Some liberal academics even admit 
that they would discriminate against 
conservatives in hiring and peer re-
view…”

The defection of educators from 
core American values is neither a tem-
pest in a teapot nor an arcane philo-
sophical debate. An entire generation 
or more of students is in the process of 
being alienated from the very culture 
from which they came.

Americans gasp in astonishment at 
news reports of young people from mid-
dle and upper income families from 
the U.S. and Europe who run away 
from home to join ISIS and other des-
potic movements.  They shouldn’t be so 
surprised.  Increasingly, from the low-
est grammar school grades to the high-
est levels of graduate schools, students 
are spoon-fed a steady diet of anti-west-

Action
Association

ern propaganda, both from school and 
Hollywood.  George Washington, who 
was instrumental in founding a nation 
built on the concept of freedom, is just 
an old dead white guy. Che’ Guevara, 
a murderous thug who helped bring 
Soviet nukes to Cuba, is a ubiquitous 
symbol of “cool.”

Those that dissent from the leftist 
hierarchy are penalized or ghettoized 
into so-called “free speech zones”   de-
signed to prevent the spread of ideas to 
others.

American constitutional govern-
ment based on individual rights, that 
most successful of ideas and institu-
tions, can wither away within a single 
generation at home. The global con-
sequences will be dire. Without U.S. 
support, be it military, cultural, eco-
nomic or otherwise, other western-
style governments will not survive. 
Other governance schemes across the 
globe—theocratic extremism in the Is-
lamic world, thinly veiled dictatorship 
in Russia, Communism in China and 
North Korea, and the numerous bank-
rupt socialist, strong-man, or ethno-
centric regimes elsewhere offer no pal-
atable alternative.

Clearly, it is time that Americans 
reclaim their educational system.

Contact COMACTA at nycommu-
nityaction@gmail.com; tune into our 
sponsored radio broadcasts, and visit 
our website at comactainc.com. 

BY LYNN GERBINO
Our thanks go out to Chrys Napol-

itano and John, our NY Rising reps, 
who gave us a wonderful presentation 
on the work the committee did in as-
sessing community needs in the wake 
of Sandy and other damaging storms. 
Let’s hope the majority of the projects 
recommended come through!!

Our next meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, April 28, at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Villa Barone Manor. Our guest 
speaker will be Dr. Christina Coyle, an 
infectious disease specialist, who will 
speak to us on vaccinations and how 
important they are, as well as how to 
keep yourself healthy and as infection 
free as we can be.

I guess you read that the Mandees 
property has been sold for $5.1 million 

and we are waiting to see what the new 
owner proposes in terms of a new ten-
ant. We will keep you advised of any-
thing we hear! 

Congratulations to Jack and Marie 
McCarrick on the birth of their grand-
son Thomas Amos O-Donnell!! We 
wish the family all the best...Mom...
Claire...Dad..Kyle and grandma and 
grandpa McCarrick

Enjoy the week!! If you need us, 
please call us at (718) 823-0327.
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FIAME
The Forum of Italian American Educators,

31st Annual Awards Dinner Dance

Tickets for the Gala Event will be $90 per person.
Reservations must be in advance.

The 2015 Honorees are:
Dr. James J. Montesano

Dr. Gerald M. Cattaro
Angela Ceparano
Julie Falco Porras

Melanie Blasucci Marino
Silvia D’Arco DiBello
Tina Meliota Cortese

Linda Rufi no
Chris Alessandro

Roger Kilfoil
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Temple Hatikva celebrates Passover

Notice of a Public Hear-
ing in the matter of a new 
application to the Depart-
ment of City Planning for 
an enclosed sidewalk café 
with 33 tables and 67 seats 
(made on June 6, 2013), pur-
suant to Section 20-225 of 
the Administrative Code, 

for 4042 East Tremont Ave-
nue Corp, D/B/A Tosca Café, 
located at 4038 East Tremont 
Avenue, ULURP # N 130363 
ECX, DCA # 1466017, C.D. No. 
10.

A Public Hearing will take 
place on Monday, April 13, 
at 7:30 p.m., at the offi ces of 

CB 10 Notice of Public 
Hearing April 13th

Bronx Community Board 
10, 3165 East Tremont Av-
enue, Bronx, New York 
10461.  

For additional informa-
tion, contact Bronx Com-
munity Board 10 at (718) 
892-1161.

As Passover winds to a 
close, Temple Hatikva invites 
the entire community to join 
in its next Shabbat service on 
Friday, April 10, at 7:30 p.m.

The reading from the To-
rah will be from the Book of 
Exodus, which describes the 

departure of the Hebrews 
from Egypt and Moses receiv-
ing the Ten Commandments 
on Mount Sinai.  

A free Kiddush will follow, 
featuring a delicious spread 
of ‘Kosher for Passover’ mac-
aroons and other traditional 

sweets and treats, in honor of 
the holiday.

The temple’s free adult edu-
cation series, ‘Understanding 
the Sabbath Prayer Book,’ will 
conclude on Sunday, April 12, 
at 10 a.m.  Sessions will resume 
in the fall.  The education se-

ries is sponsored by Shalom 
Jewish Funeral Home.

Temple Hatikva is plan-
ning to hold a Memorial Ser-
vice for its recently deceased 
Rabbi Harry Hertzberg at its 
next Shabbat service on Fri-
day evening, May 8.

Temple Hatikva is located 
at Bronx House, 990 Pelham 
Parkway S. 

The synagogue can be 
reached at (718) 892-5766, by 
email at TempleHatikva@aol.
com, or on the web at www.
TempleHatikva.com.

 BY TONY SALIMBENE
So we got to see a rerun 

column last week.  Without 
the logo on top, I missed us 
and thought the BXTR staff 
forgot about us!

Next meeting of Korony 
Post 253 will be the 3rd Sun-
day, the 19th, at 11 a.m. sharp 
at the American Turner 

Club. 
We had a great Belly 

Bomber Bingo at the VA and 
another successful Support 
the Troops Bingo, thanks 
again Sam Young Post and all 
of our volunteers for helping 
to make a difference.

Our next April event will 
be the commander’s Annual 

Visit at Antun’s, Queens, NY.  
I believe we are booked up, 
but come by our next meet-

ing and we’ll see if seats are 
available.  Of course, in May, 
Memorial Day weekend will 
be busy for us, hope you will 
join in, and also in May, the 
Cancer Walk at the ballfi eld, 
Monsg. Scanlan High School.  
More exact info as May ap-
proaches.

Watch the computer for 

upcoming events of a time 
sensitive nature.  

Don’t forget our two WW2 
era members and indeed, all 
of our veterans in need of a 
few prayers.

Until next time:  We hope 
you all had a wonderful Eas-
ter and Passover holiday and 
we hope to see you soon! 

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
     Hello all!
We had a post meeting this 

past Saturday and came up 
with the following happen-
ings: Saturday, May 16 we will 
be replacing the fl ags at the 
grave sites in St. Raymond’s 
Cemetery in both the old and 
the new sections as well as the 
graves in St. Peter’s Church-
yard. This will begin at 10 
a.m. 

Friday, June 12 we will 
hold our annual Flag Retire-
ment Ceremony at the post be-

ginning at 7 p.m.
We are getting in touch 

with the Bronx VA for our fi rst 
BBQ. It will be on a Sunday in 
June at noon. Date TBA. Vol-
unteers are needed for all af-
fairs.

The Westchester - Fairfi eld 
Joint Electrical Apprentice-
ship Committee, Local 3 will 
conduct a recruitment from 
April 6- -17 for 50 electrician 
apprentices. Applications can 
be obtained by sending a reg-
istered letter to: Westchester-
Fairfi eld Joint Electrical Ap-

prenticeship Committee, POB 
509, White Plains, NY 10602. 
Further info by calling Local 
Union #3 914-946-0472. Vets! 
Jump on this!

The borough president’s 
Veterans Advisory Council in-
vites vets to attend a briefi ng 

by the Ft. Hamilton Network 
for NYC of the Soldier for Life 
Transition Assistance Pro-
gram/NYC Serves. Thursday, 
April 16, 10 a.m. at the Bronx 
VA Medical Center, 130 West 
Kingsbridge Road, Room 3D-
22. RSVP to: tmcdermott@
bronxbp.nyc.gov

Trivia Time!!

Larry Laprise passed 
away on April 4, 1996. You do 
so know him? He wrote the 
Hokey Pokey. All was going 
fi ne until the funeral director 
placed him in the casket. He 

put his left foot in and that’s 
when all the trouble started.

The Air force Academy was 
created on April 1, 1954.

Ponce De Leon landed in 
Florida on April 1, 1513.

Argentina seized the Fal-
kands from the British on 
April 2, 1982.

Martin Luther King Jr. was 
assassinated on April 4, 1968.

The United States entered 
WW 1 on April 6, 1917.

     Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a Vet to lunch 
and God Bless.

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
It is with great sadness 

that I begin this column with 
my own words on the loss of 
our friend, neighbor and fel-
low community advocate, Joe 
Oddo.  I always loved running 
into him at community events 
and meetings, he always had 
a smile and was a great con-
versationalist.  He always 
had something interesting to 
say, and he was a gentleman.  
I will miss him and how he 
would post items on my Face-
book page, sometimes because 
he knew it was something I 
would fi nd interesting, and 
sometimes just to make me 
laugh.  He was one of a kind 
and will be missed.

Our community at large 
has recently experienced so 
many losses, some sudden 
and some not so sudden.   But 
grief serves as a reminder 
that there is life and a person 
will live on in our hearts and 
minds and our deeds.  For my 
own experience, I do so many 
of the things I do not only out 
of skill or love, but out of what 

it connects me to.  
Gardening connects me to 

my dad and so does my work 
as a volunteer in the commu-
nity, it is a legacy to the values 
he instilled in me.  Cooking 
connects me to my mother’s 
family, as does my talent as a 
seamstress:  many of my moth-
ers relatives were either tai-
lors, dressmakers, pastry 
chefs or restaurant owners.  

A few years ago, one of my 
cousins passed away suddenly; 
he was a trained chef and we 
spoke a number of times about 
writing a cookbook together 
about the food of our family.  
He is in the back of my mind 
whenever I write this column.  

Keeping the people we love 
and miss in our lives is done 
in so many ways and I now 
add my memory of Joe to these 
acts.  

It’s springtime and the re-
newal of the natural world is 
emerging under the cover of 
last year’s leaves.  I noticed 
crocus, columbine and lovage 
starting to come up and hope 
that my artichoke and aspar-

agus will emerge soon.  The 
weather report looks like a 
few rainy days ahead and 
then maybe we’ll fi nally see 
warmth.  I’m looking forward 
to a string of sunny days so 

I can get outside and start 
cleaning up.  

I am proud of myself for 
holding back this year and not 
having big plans for the gar-
den, a year of sitting back and 
seeing what I’ve done.  This is 
a year of keeping things clean 
and neat and not getting over-
whelmed by too many proj-
ects.  

I’m still looking to hear 
from any of you who would like 

to share with me how you have 
been trying to simplify your 
life, thanks to those who have 
responded so far, I’m happy to 
know I have like minded souls 
around.  If you would like to 
get information regarding the 
CSA or our cooking classes, 
email me at cnapolitano@
netzero.net.

In the meantime, be the 
change you want to see in the 
world.
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RE-SCHEDULED ANNIVERSARY EVENT

April 16, 2015

35th

Every business who advertised in the 35th Anniversary Supplement is
invited to share in the celebration on Thursday, April 16th, at the Alley Cat Cafe,

3602 East Tremont Avenue, starting at 6 p.m.

Come and meet the new owners of the Bronx Times Reporter,
Jennifer and Les Goodstein, and other prominent Bronxites.

Join the Celebration
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Contact Laura Guerriero 
718-260-4593
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Lehman Center for the Per-
forming Arts will present The 
Godfather of Salsa, the legend-
ary Andy Montañez: 50 Plus 
Una Historia En Concierto 
as he celebrates more than 50 
years of performances on Sat-
urday, April 18th, 2015 at 8pm.  
Produced by Lehman Center 
and José Raposo. 

Lehman Center for the Per-
forming Arts is on the campus 
of Lehman College/CUNY at 
250 Bedford Park Boulevard 
West, .  Tickets for Andy Mon-
tañez: 50 Plus Una Historia En 
Concierto on Saturday, April 
18, at 8 p.m. are $50, $45, $40 
and can be purchased by call-
ing the Lehman Center box of-
fi ce at (718) 960-8833  Low-cost 
on-site parking available for 
$5.

Andy Montañez, nick-
named “El Godfather de la 
Salsa” and known for his rich, 

Lehman Center presents The Godfather of Salsa
powerful vocals, was the fi rst-
born of 17 children in the Tras 
Talleres area of Santurce, San 
Juan, Puerto Rico. He gained 
international popularity dur-
ing his 15-year tenure (1962-
1976) as lead vocalist of the 
legendary salsa group El Gran 
Combo, producing 37 albums 
that included such hit songs as 
“Hojas Blancas”, “Un Verano 
en Nueva York”, “El Barbero 
Loco”, “Ponme el Alcoholado 
Juana”, “El Swing”, “Julia” 
and “Vagabundo”. In 1977 he 
replaced Oscar D’León in the 
popular Venezuelan orches-
tra La Dimension Latina, re-
cording eight albums in three 
and a half years that included 
hits like “El Eco del Tambor”, 
“Ave María Lola”, “Mi Bam-
bolaye”, “Mi Son Oriental“. 
“Rumberos de Ayer“, “Cuban 
Rhythms“and “Son Del Bo-
hio“. During this same period, 

Montañez contributed vocals 
to the three superb Puerto 
Rico All Stars salsa albums 
Puerto Rico All Stars (1977), 
Los Profesionales (1978) which 
included his soulful rendi-
tion of “Aqui En Mi Pueblo”, 
and 1979’s Tribute to Messiah 
which was dedicated to Eddie 
Palmieri.

A pioneer of the blend of 
Salsa and Reggaetón called 
Salsatón, Montañez has col-
laborated with rappers Daddy 
Yankee and Julio Voltio. Mon-
tañez, and along with Pablo 
Milanes, won the 2006 Latin 
GRAMMY Award for Best 
Traditional Tropical Album 
for AM/PM Lineas Paralelas. 
In 2006, he released Salsa Con 
Reggaeton hitting #2 on both 
the Tropical and Latin Tropi-
cal album charts. 2007’s hard 
hitting salsa album El Godfa-
ther De La Salsa was also a suc-

cess. The 2010 El Gran Combo 
tribute album, De Andy Mon-
tañez Al Combo that featured 
new arrangements of the hit 
songs “Brujeria”, “No Hago 
Más Ná” and “Carbonerito” 
rose to number 5 on the Bill-
board Latin Tropical chart. 
In 2014, Andy, with the roots 

group Viento de Agua, con-
tributed the song “Cortaron 
a Elena/Santa María” to the 
album and fi lm Que Lindo es 
Puerto Rico that highlights 
the natural beauty and mu-
sical heritage of the island of 
his birth.

ANDY MONTANEZ
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Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum 
heralds the much anticipated arrival of 
spring with various programs throughout 
the month of April. Join us as the grounds 
and beautifully restored formal garden 
come into bloom. Spring is a great time 
to discover why Bartow-Pell is so much 
more than a mansion.

 Take advantage of all the great pro-
grams—and support the museum—by 
becoming a centennial member. Mem-
bers can enjoy many of the programs 
free or at a discount. Extended through 
June 2015, the Bartow-Pell Conservancy 
is offering a special centennial member-
ship for new members only: Enjoy all 
the benefi ts of a Heritage Membership, 
$180, for only $100. For more informa-
tion about membership or any of our up-
coming events visit www.bpmm.org, call 
718-885-1461, or email at info@bpmm.
org.

 First Friday! Music: Friday, April 3, 
5:30–8:30 p.m.: Back by popular de-
mand, folk band Hawthorne featuring the 
talented Nat Osborn, Aimee Bayles, Stu 
Mahan, and Karna Ray, opens the 2015 
First Friday season. Enjoy the music, 
explore the mansion, stroll the garden, 
and savor light refreshments. Then hop 
on the free Bronx Seaside Trolley for a 
ride to City Island. The trolley makes a 
continuous loop from the #6 Pelham Bay 
Park subway station to BPMM to City Is-
land from 5:25 to 8:30 p.m. Registration 
requested at (718) 885-1461.

Yoga in the Orangerie – Spring Se-
ries: Fridays, April 10, 17, 24, May 1, 8, 
15, 22, 29, June 5, 12, 7-8:15 a.m. In-
termediate Level; 8:45 – 10 a.m. Gentle 
Level One: Classes are taught by cer-
tifi ed yoga teacher Ann Casapini in a 
serene, sunlit space. Ten-class series; 
class size limited to 12. Bring your own 
mat. Registration and pre-payment re-
quired at (718) 885-1461 .

 Spring Exhibition Talk: Accom-
plished Women: Schoolgirl Art from 
Female Academies in the Early Nine-
teenth Century: Thursday, April 16, 7:30 
p.m.: Collectors and exhibition curators 
Bill and Sally Gemmill present a not-to-
be-missed talk on early 19th-century 
schoolgirl artworks and the female acad-
emies that produced them in conjunction 
with BPMM’s spring exhibition (on view 
through June 21st). Reception in the Or-
angerie after the presentation. Registra-
tion requested at (718) 885-1461. Free.

 Volunteer Garden Clean-Up Day: 
Saturday, April 18, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.: Con 
Edison and New York Cares join forces 
to help us make the grounds beautiful. 
You should, too! Long sleeves, pants, 
and sturdy footwear strongly recom-

Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum April programs
mended. Light refreshments. Registra-
tion requested at (718) 885-1461. Free.

 Local Author Spotlight: William B. 
Helmreich: Thursday, April 23, 7:30 p.m.: 
Join in for a thoroughly fun talk that will 
make you want to take to NYC’s streets, 
too. Book signing and reception after the 
talk. Registration requested at 718-885-
1461 or via email at info@bpmm.org. 
Tickets at bpmm.org or at the door. .

 BPMM Member Trip: Fashioning the 
Body: An Intimate History of the Silhou-
ette at the Bard Graduate Center: Sat-
urday, April 25, 11 a.m.: Bartow-Pell 
members – join in for a special Saturday 
guided tour of Bard Graduate Center’s 
new exhibition, Fashioning the Body: An 
Intimate History of the Silhouette. Hav-
ing garnered much acclaim in 2013 at 
he Musee des Arts Decoratifs in Paris, 
the show presents the many devices and 
materials that women and men have used 
to shape their silhouettes from the 17th 
century to today, alongside examples of 
period garments that were molded by 
these distinctive understructures. Mem-
bers only. Registration required at (718) 
885-1461.

* * *
Described by The Houston Chronicle 

as “revolutionary chamber musicians,” 
WindSync delights its audiences with 
its superb musicality and mesmerizing 
stage presence. The ensemble, com-
posed of fl utist Garrett Hudson, obo-
ist Erin Tsai, clarinetist Jack Marquardt, 
bassoonist Tracy Jacobson and horn 
player Anni Hochhalter, performs entirely 
by memory and with theatrical style.

At Wave Hill, WindSync offers Rav-
el’s Bolero for winds and snare drum, fol-
lowed by Prokofi ev’s Peter and the Wolf 
and The Hoedown from Aaron Copland’s 
American classic Rodeo. Come early 
to enjoy a leisurely walk through Wave 
Hill’s renowned gardens, and then settle 
in for the performance, starting at 2 p.m. 
on Sunday, April 19. Children ages eight 
and older welcome with an adult com-
panion.

Wave Hill is located at West 249th 
Street and Independence Avenue.

Purchase tickets online at www.wave-
hill.org or onsite at the Perkins Visitor 
Center. For additional information, call 
(718) 549-3200 x251. 

* * *
The Bronx Council on the Arts and 

BRIO Cafe present “PoeTea” hosted this 
year by 2011 BRIO award winner Sarah 
Stern at 6:00pm on Wednesday, April 22, 
2015 at Longwood Art Gallery @ Hostos 
Community College, 450 Grand Con-
course & 149th street. The evening will 
include poetry performances by 2014 

BRIO Awardees Judith Baumel and Mat-
thew Thorburn. Admission is free to all; 
however there is a suggested donation 
for tea. Books by BRIO authors will also 
be available for sale and signing.

Four-time BRIO winner Judith Baumel 
is a poet, critic and translator. She is Pro-
fessor of English and Founding Director 
of the Creative Writing Program at Adel-
phi University. She is president emerita 
of The Association of Writers and Writing 
Programs and is a former director of The 
Poetry Society of America. Her books of 
poetry are The Weight of Numbers, for 
which she won The Walt Whitman Award 
of the Academy of American Poets, 
Now and The Kangaroo Girl which was 
named a top fi ve poetry book of 2011 by 
The Jewish Daily Forward.

Two-time BRIO winner Matthew Thor-
burn’s collection A Green River in Spring 
has just been published by Autumn 
House Press, as the winner of its Coal 
Hill Review chapbook competition. He is 
also the author of This Time Tomorrow, a 
book of poems set in China, Iceland and 
Japan, as well as two other books and an 
earlier chap book. Originally from Michi-
gan, he has lived in New York City since 
1999 and lived in the Bronx for nearly 
a decade. He is currently working on a 
book-length poem, much of which takes 
place in Riverdale, called The Trees The 
Way The Light.

Four-time BRIO winner Sarah Stern is 
the author of But Today is Different and 
Another Word for Love. She is a four-time 
winner of the Bronx Council on the Arts’ 
BRIO Award for Poetry. She was short-
listed for Ireland’s Fish Poetry Prize and 
awarded Honorable Mentions from the 
Anna Davidson Rosenberg Awards and 
Lilith Magazine’s Charlotte Newberger 
Poetry Prize. Her poems have appeared 
in magazines, anthologies, and online, 
most recently in The American Dream 
Anthology, The Best of Ducts.org, Epiph-
any, Freefall and Verse Daily. She grew 
up in New York City, the youngest of 
seven children and the only girl. She 
graduated from Barnard College and 
Columbia University Graduate School of 
Journalism. She is a senior associate at 
the EastWest Institute.

Bronx Recognizes Its Own (BRIO), 
established in 1989, provides direct 
support to individual Bronx artists who 
create literary, media, visual, and per-
forming works of art. 25 BRIO grants of 
$3,000 each are awarded to Bronx art-
ists. BRIO award winners complete a 
one-time public service. The awards are 
based solely on artistic excellence. Win-
ners are selected by a panel of arts pro-
fessionals representing the award dis-

ciplines. Only artists living in the Bronx 
are eligible to apply.

The Bronx Council on the Arts (BCA), 
established in 1962, and is a private, 
non-profi t membership organization and 
designated the offi cial cultural agency 
of the Bronx. We are recognized na-
tionally as a leading arts service orga-
nization that provides grants, cultural 
services and programming. We serve 
the entire county of the Bronx (over 1.3 
million residents), and connect with Up-
per Manhattan, Westchester and re-
gional resources. BCA offers a wide ar-
ray of services to a multitude of artists 
and more than 250 arts and community-
based organizations. For further infor-
mation about BCA and its programs and 
activities, visit www.bronxarts.org or call 
718 931-9500.

* * *
The di.vi.sion piano trio will feature 

“Quattro chiacchiere ed un aperitivo” by 
composer, David Keberle at the next “di.
vi.sion@mediator” concert on Sunday, 
April 19, 2015 at 5 p.m. The composer 
will be in attendance to speak about 
his work. The trio will also be perform-
ing Beethoven’s Piano Trio in Eb Major, 
Op. 70 No. 2 and Haydn’s Piano Trio in 
Eb Major, Hob. XV:30.  Suggested do-
nation $15; $10 for students and senior 
citizens.  The concert will be held at the 
Church of the Mediator, 260 West 231st 
Street, Bronx, NY 10463 (two blocks 
west of the 1 train). 

David Keberle belongs to a genera-
tion of composer/performers whose mu-
sical background consists not only of a 
thorough classical conservatory train-
ing, but is augmented by extensive ex-
perience and understanding of today’s 
contemporary music and performance 
techniques.  His “Soundings”, a series of 
pedagogical compositions utilizing ex-
tended techniques for soloists and stu-
dent ensembles, have been premiered 
by illustrious soloists including clarinet-
ist Richard Stoltzman, fl utist Tara Helen 
O’Connor, violinist/violist Ida Kavafi an, 
the German recorder collective QNG, 
and the Pittsburgh Symphony Horn 
Quartet.  David Keberle is on faculty at 
the College of Staten Island, CUNY.

 This series is made possible with 
public funds from the Bronx Council on 
the Arts through the New York State 
Council on the Arts.  This series is also 
made possible with public funds from the 
Bronx Council on the Arts through the 
Department of Cultural Affairs Greater 
New York Arts Development Fund Pro-
gram.

 For the entire season: www.division-
artsandeducation.org.

(Right) St. Raymond High School 
for Boys recently recognized its 
Honors students and 2015 Honor 
Society inductees.

HONOR STUDENTS

AT ST. RAYMOND’S
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N.L. Britton, botanist, established Botanical Garden
Nathaniel Lord Britton 

was one of those rare indi-
viduals born to nature. Even 
as a young boy he was enam-
ored by plants and the natu-
ral world around him.  He was 
born on January 15, 1859 on 
Staten Island and had the good 
fortune to have nurturing par-
ents and neighbors with an in-
terest in science.  One of those 
neighbors was John Strong 
Newberry, a professor of ge-
ology and mineralogy at Co-
lumbia College.  Upon gradu-
ation from the Staten Island 
Academy, he was enrolled in 
the Columbia College School 
of Mines where he began his 
course of studies in 1875. 

 He graduated in 1879 as an 
engineer of mines and so great 
was his aptitude and knowl-
edge that he was immediately 
given the position of assistant 
instructor.  During that same 
year he worked as a fi eld as-
sistant with the Geological 
Survey of New Jersey and col-
lected fossil specimens with 
his friend Arthur Hollick in 
the Wyoming Territory.  The 
two also published “The Flora 
of Richmond County,” the fi rst 
of many, many works.  They 
were very active in the Torrey 

Club, an early botanical orga-
nization.  It was at that club 
where he met Elizabeth Ger-
trude Knight, who would later 
become his wife.  She also be-
came one of the world’s lead-
ing experts on moss. 

 Britton received his doctor-
ate degree from Columbia in 
1881 and published his thesis 
“A Preliminary Catalogue of 
the Flora of New Jersey” that 
same year.  He continued his 
work with Columbia advanc-
ing in position along the way.  
He also continued publishing 
papers on all facets of botany 
becoming known as one of the 
leading experts in the nation.  
One of the Torrey Club outings 
took him to the Bronx and he 
immediately fell in love with 
the area and would one day 
make it his home.  When visit-
ing England with his wife they 
discovered the Royal Botanic 
Garden at Kew Gardens and 
upon their return Elizabeth 
gave an impassioned speech to 
the Torrey Club and the seeds 

for the Botanical Garden in 
the Bronx were sown.

It was not until 1892, how-
ever, that the state legislation 
set aside 250 acres of Bronx 
Park and $250,000 to make this 
dream come true.  The follow-
ing year Cornelius Vanderbilt 
presided over a meeting of the 
leading citizens of the day and 
plans were made to raise an-
other half a million dollars to 
place the new botanical gar-
den on a strong fi nancial foun-
dation.  Plans moved ahead 
rapidly with the support of 
Vanderbilt, J. Pierpont Mor-
gan, Andrew Carnegie, Seth 
Low, and other leading mem-
bers of society.  The site cho-
sen in the Bronx proved ideal 
as the Lorillard family had 
maintained and developed 
their property with care.  It 
even included a grove of hem-
locks.

When the New York Bo-
tanical Garden was fully es-
tablished in 1895, Britton gave 
up his position at Columbia to 

become the fi rst director-in-
chief.   He was also a member 
of their fi rst board of manag-
ers along with Andrew Carn-
egie, Cornelius Vanderbilt II, 
and J. Pierpont Morgan.  He 
fi nally gave up the position of 
director in 1929 to pursue his 
botanical research in warmer 
climates.  His wife, Elizabeth, 
who worked with him at the 

Garden since they helped es-
tablish it so many years ear-
lier passed away on February 
25, 1934 and he followed her 
in death on June 25, just four 
months later.  One thing that 
seems certain is that there 
would be no Botanical Garden 
in the Bronx without Nathan-
iel Lord Britton and his wife, 
Elizabeth.

NATHANIEL LORD BRITTON

REPRINTED FROM 4/12/2012
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101 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | TELEPHONE: 347-680-3865 | EMAIL: SCAVELLOP@AOL.COM

6th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Tuesday, June 30, 2015 - 6pm to 10pm

Per Person

R.S.V.P. by June 12, 2015
(718) 260-4595

              Of This Year’s Honorees

Loretta Zaino

Rev. Que English

Nilka Martell

Nancy Biberman

Naomi Pouchie

Wilma Tamayo

Hon. Llinet Rosado

Rhina Valentin

Judy Hutson

Susan O’Hanlon Mendogni

Bharati S. Kemraj

25
2013

INFLUENTIAL
BRONX
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On Tuesday, March 31, the entire Mount Saint Michael community came together 
for Mass in anticipation of Easter celebrated by special guest Fr. Robert Abbatiello, 
O.F.M, Cap. At this special Liturgy, two new young members of the school community 
were baptized and four received First Holy Communion. The young men, along with 
nine others will receive Confi rmation at Easter Vigil.

(Above)  Celebrant: Fr. Robert Abbatiello, O.F.M, Cap along with students and 
sponsors following the Liturgy.

MOUNT STUDENTS RECEIVE SACRAMENTS

The Mosholu Montefi ore Commu-
nity Center will offer the following 
registrations:

Energy Fitness Center

The Energy Fitness Center at the 
Mosholu Montefi ore Community Cen-
ter is the best deal in the Bronx to get 
fi t for the spring and summer.

Located at 3450 Dekalb Avenue and 
Gun Hill Road, the Energy Fitness Cen-
ter boasts excellent equipment; statio-
nery bikes, steppers, treadmills, free 
weights and much more. The locker 
rooms have showers for your conve-
nience and staff and hand to assist 
members with their daily work outs.

The Energy Fitness Center is open 
Monday to Thursdays from 7 a.m. to 9 
p.m., Fridays from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.  Sum-
mer hours (June-August) are Monday 
through Friday 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Yearly membership fees are adults, 
19 to 60 is $200 per year; youth 15 to18 
and older adults 61 and over $150 per 
year and fulltime Montefi ore Em-
ployee $132 per year. Memberships can 
be paid monthly but membership is for 
a full year.

For more information call  the cen-
ter at 7(18) 882-4000.

Head Start And Universal 

Pre-Kindergarten 

The Mosholu Montefi ore Commu-
nity Center announces that registra-
tion is now taking place a t its Van 
Cortlandt Village Child Development 

MMCC Registration
Center.

The site is located next to the li-
brary on Sedgewick Avenue inside the 
Van Cortlandt Jewish Center. The cen-
ter is fully set up to serve Head Start 
children ages 3 and 4, Universal Pre-
Kindergarten children who will be 4 
years of age and child care from 7:30 
a.m. to 6 p.m. for 2-3 ½ year olds.

Facilities include large fully 
equipped classrooms, air conditioned 
in the summer and a beautiful roof 
top playgroup specifi cally designed for 
young children.

To visit the school and learn more 
about the various programs call (71) 
-543-0231 weekdays.

B’N Fit Teen 

And Community Walk

Walk fees are $10 per person. Raise 
$50 and walk for fre.

Create a team and invite family, 
friends and colleagues to join! The 
team or individual that raises the 
most in donations will receive a $100 
gift card and a B’N Fit tropy!

Registration is online at www.
mmcc.org. Click on the walk under 
events on the home page. Make a dona-
tion to your favorite team or individ-
ual online at the walk website.

All proceeds will benefi t the B’N 
Fit Program. The B’N Fit program is a 
joint program of MMCC and CHAM. 

Walk Day registration will begin at 
8:30 a.m.

For the past ten years, Br. Galvin has dedicated himself in making sure St. Raymond High School for Boys raises money for Pennies for Patients, which benefi ts the Leukemia & Lym-
phoma Society. St. Ray raised $5,084.49. The Homerooms that raised the top monies were Mr. Winkle’s homeroom and Br. David’s homeroom, which raised over $1,000 each. 

(Above) Brother David’s homeroom class.

ST. RAYMOND BOYS HIGH SCHOOL RAISES FUNDS FOR PENNIES FOR PATIENTS

The Shawn Carter Foundation 
Scholarship provides fi nancial sup-
port to high school students as well as 
undergraduate students entering col-
lege for the fi rst time. The purpose of 
the scholarship is to help under-served 
students who may not be eligible for 
other scholarships. 

Students who have either gradu-
ated from high school or earned their 
G.E.D. may apply. Minimum grade 
point average is 2.0. Students must 
have a strong desire to go to college 
and earn their degree. Students must 

also have a desire to give back to their 
communities. 

The scholarship fund was estab-
lished by Gloria Carter and and her 
son Shawn Carter (better known as 
rapper/ business mogul Jay-Z) to offer 
a unique opportunity to students who 
have been incarcerated or faced par-
ticular life challenges but still want to 
pursue higher education. 

For more details and/or to ap-
ply, visit: www.scholarshipsonline.
org/2013/05/shawn-carter-foundation-
scholarship.html

Jay-Z offers scholarship 
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East Bronx History Forum news and highlights

Postcard image of North Broth’s Island, 1915.  Photo courtesy ofThomas X. Casey 

BY THOMAS X. CASEY 
The East Bronx History Fo-

rum wants to make a public ser-
vice announcement to fi le your 
income tax returns early, and 
then come out to the Hunting-
ton Free Library on Wednes-
day, April 15 at 7:30 p.m. for our 
100th meeting.

Do you know who Mary 
Mallon was and where she 
lived for the last 23 years of her 
life ?  She lived from 1915 to 1938 
in the Bronx, on North Brother 
Island and her nickname was 

‘Typhoid Mary’.   On No-
vember 11, 1938, Mary Mal-
lon’s cremated ashes were laid 
to rest at St. Raymond’s Ceme-
tery.  North Brother Island was 
also a witness to the greatest 

loss of life in NYC history, until 
the World Trade Center tragedy 
of September 11, 2001.  On June 
15, 1904 the steamship General 
Slocum caught fi re and ran 
aground there and 1,021 of the 
1,342 people on board died.   Out 
of the ashes of the past, comes 
new life on North Brother Is-
land.

The East Bronx History Fo-
rum is pleased to have John 
Krawchuk, Molly McDonald 
and Kristen King of the NYC 
Department of Parks present 
‘North Brother Island: Past 
Present Future’ .

John Krawchuk is the direc-
tor of Historic Preservation for 
the Parks Department, Kristen 
King the Parks director of For-

est Restoration and Molly Mc 
Donald, former Parks Monu-
ments coordinator, who wrote 
her master thesis on North 
Brother Island, will share their 
historical knowledge of the Is-
land, current developments 
and planned changes.

Remember to fi le your 
taxes early or fi le an exten-
sion but join the East Bronx 
History Forum at 7:30 p.m.,, at 
9 Westchester Square.  The li-
brary is next to the Apple Bank 
and parking is free after 7 p.m.   
All meetings are free and open 
to the public and please view 
the East Bronx History Forum 
web page at BronxNYC.com, or 
follow us on Facebook.

BY KRISTEN HARTY
Happy spring to you all. I 

for one and really looking for-
ward to the blooming trees 
and fl owers and have just 
about had I with the snow 
and cold

Locust Point is alive and 
vibrate!! We have so many ex-
citing and wonderful events 
planned and look forward to 
many other events that have 
not yet been fi nalized. Satur-
day, April 4 was  our Break-
fast with the Easter Bunny, 
which was a great success.

Thanks to Chrys Napol-
itano, author of Food for 
Thought, we now have two 
cooking classes under our 
belt. The fi rst class was a 
pirogi making class and the 
pasta making class on Friday, 
March 27 was a deliciously 

huge success!!  
Chef Chris Landi is teach-

ing a Sauce Making class 
on Fridat, April 10, which 
is completely booked. If you 
missed out on these classes, 
don’t fret, we will be hosting 
additional cooking classes, 
date to be confi rmed.  Check 
out or Locust Point Civic As-
sociation Facebook page for 
all events.

The CSA will be starting 
up again soon. Fruit and veg-
gie shares are still available. 
For more information email 
Chrys Napoiltano at cnapoli-
tano@netzero.net to get on 
the email list or learn more 
about the cooking classes or 
CSA.

Saturday, April 11, we will 
host a Zumbathon for New 
Beginnings Animal Shelter.

Thanks to a lot of hard 
work by Jerry Landi, who 
will be hosting Independent 
Movie Festival the weekend 
of May 16th.   

Great Big Oil Workshop 
will be held on  Tuesay, April 
14  at 7 p.m.. During this free, 
fun and informational hands-
on workshop you will learn 
how essential support the 
respiratory system, the di-
gestive system, the immune 
system, sleep challenges, 
skin, muscles and bones, 
emotional balance, daily 

stress, non-toxic household 
cleaning, personal care and 
beauty, tension and physical 
discomfort. 

To reserve you space Call 
Ann Kelly at (718) 863-5622 or 
email ann_kelly@verizon.net 

I want to thank Kathy Col-
lins for her hard work in or-
ganizing events at the civic. 
She ran a casino bus trip to 
the casino in PA, a super bowl 
party and an outstanding 
Irish Night a/k/a Shamrock 
Slam on Saturday, March 
28.  Kathy had excellent food, 
great live music and adorable 
step dancers.

With summer on its way I 
am really looking forward to 
sitting in a beach chair with 
a good book and cup of coffee 
while my children play bocci 
ball, basketball, volleyball or 

have fun in the playground at 
the civic.  We now offer free 
Wi-Fi, getting with times.  

All Locust Point member 
are encouraged to pay their 
dues and become a member of 
the civic. Key cards are also 
available for purchase so you 
will have full access to the out-
side areas every day. We are 
doing our best to make LPCA 
a place where our residents 
want to gather -  bringing it 
back to the ‘old days’ when the 
civic was the place to be. 

We can only do so much 
without the support of the 
residents and money. The 
yearly dues are what keeps 
us alive and allows up to im-
prove a little with each year. 
We are open and willing to 
hear any ideas or comments 
that the residents have.

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
By now most of you know 

that we lost another wonder-
ful community leader.  Our 
friend, Joe Oddo, passed away 
on the morning of Tuesday, 
March 31.  His passing left a 
hole in our community and 
our hearts.  He will be sorely 
missed.

Joe was extremely knowl-
edgeable on many commu-
nity issues.  He always had 
a strong opinion and was al-
ways ready to put in the hard 
work it would take to make 
his suggestions a reality.  He 
was uniquely able to deliver 
his strong opinions in a re-
spectful way –a way that made 
people want to join him for the 
ride.

The thing I loved most 

about Joe was that he was 
truly a nice person, always 
willing to get involved and 
help out.  I remember the year 
that our usual Santa Claus 
was unable to fi ll the role due 
to a recent surgery.  I asked 
Joe if he would be our Santa 
for the Christmas Tree Light-
ing that year.  He looked at me 
with those twinkling eyes, 
pursed his lips, made me suf-
fer a little and then said, “Of 
course, I will!”  He did a fan-
tastic job and loved every min-
ute of it!

Joe actually lived in Schuy-
lerville but when Anita Val-
enti revived Pelham Bay Tax-
payers he knew she needed 
help and quickly stepped up to 
the plate to help out.  Together, 
and with their board mem-

bers, they breathed life back 
into Pelham Bay.  And while 
he did that he also helped us 
out when we needed him.

Whenever we lose an im-
portant civic leader it be-
comes more evident that we 
need more people to volun-
teer and get involved in their 
community.  We need to fi ll 
the shoes of Joe Oddo, Anita 
Valenti, Tony Cannata, Bill 
Heaney and others like them.  
Those are big shoes to fi ll but 
we can do it if we try.  Let’s 

think like another leader and 
be the change we wish to see 
in the world.

No April Meeting

There will not be an April 
membership meeting because 
P.S. 14 will be on Easter break.  
Our next meeting will be on 
Thursday, May 14.  Stay tuned 
for the details.

Tree Giveaway

Our Tree Giveaway will be 
on Saturday, April 18 from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. in the yard of 
the First Lutheran Church.  
It is recommended that you 
register for your tree at nyrp.
org.  If you register, you must 
pick up your tree before noon.  
If your tree is not picked up 
by 12 p.m. it may be given to 
someone else.

The trees are to be given 

to residents of NYC only, so 
please be sure to bring your 
photo ID.  Only one tree per 
address will be given unless 
there are trees left over at the 
end of the event at 1 p.m..  Pro-
viding invalid data will cause 
your reservation to be can-
celled.

At this event we will have 
a great selection of fruit trees.  
You can choose from Moor-
park Apricot, Celeste Fig, 
Granada Pomegranate, Galac-
tica Peach and Methley Plum.  
Details about each species can 
be found at nyrp.org.

If you are interested in get-
ting a free tree, please register 
at nyrp.org without delay.  We 
only have 150 trees and they 
will go fast.  Do it today! 

FOR ADVERTISING RATES AND INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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renewals, said Salamanca.
Since the clubs closed, the neigh-

borhood has seen a decrease in pros-
titution, and ‘johns’ leaving the clubs 
are no longer harassing local woman, 
he said. 

At Platinum Pleasures in partic-
ular, Salamanca said that residents 
were seeing a reduction in their qual-
ity of life because police resources 
were being siphoned off to address 
security concerns outside the club. 
He called this ‘unacceptable.’  

“It was so bad that a patrol car 
would have to park in front of the es-
tablishment every night they were 
open,” said the district manager, add-
ing “So when you’d call the police for 
a quality of life issue, it would take 
that much longer to come and ad-
dress your issue.” 

Platinum Pleasures in Hunts Point gets its liquor license back
From page 1

(Right) Senator Jeff Klein (c), Senator Ru-
ben Diaz Sr., Assemblyman Marcos Crespo, 
Community Board 2’s Rafael Salamanca, Jr 
., clergy and a host of community members 
rally outside of Platinum Pleasures in 2014.
 File Photo
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“Jade’s leadership has been the key to the 
team’s success.”
JANE MORRIS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Wings won’t be bringing 

home a national title. National 
respect is a different story.

The PSAL and state Federa-
tion Class AA boys’ basketball 
champion went toe to toe and 
never backed down from Oak 
Hill Academy (Va.), the toped-
ranked team in USA Today 
Super 25 poll, during a game 
televised on ESPNU. Wings 
trimmed a 19-point third quar-
ter defi cit to six in the fourth 
quarter before falling 72-63 
in the quarterfi nals of the 
Dick’s High School Nationals 
at Christ the King on April 2.  
Most didn’t give Wings much 
of a chance against the ex-
tremely talented Warriors.

“People doubted us,” Wings 
senior guard Randy Corporan 
said. “Coming into this game 
people said we would lose 
by 40. Not losing by 40 really 
helped us out a lot. It really 
proved to people that we aren’t 
going to lose to nobody by 40.”

Despite all his team did 
right Turnage felt it gave Oak 
Hill too many second chance 
opportunities and saw its 
turnovers turn into easy War-
riors hoops. It was something 
he stressed in their prepara-
tion for the contest. The War-
riors combined for 29 points in 
those two areas. 

“It wasn’t for lack of heart 
or intensity or nothing like 
that,” Turnage said. “They 
fought, they scrapped and 
that’s what they have done all 
year.”

His team fell behind 49-33 
with 3:24 to play in the third. 
Oak Hill took some of its start-
ers out after that in hopes of 
saving them for the remain-
der of the tournament. 

Wings made the Warriors 
pay. 

It responded with a 12-3 
run to pull within 56-50 with 
6:40 to go in the game. Wings 
scored just fi ve points over the 
next 3:00, allowing Oak Hill to 
regain control. Georgetown-
bound center Jessie Govan 
had 20 points and nine boards 
for Wings (28-3).

Hofstra-bound guard 

Desure Buie felt he had some-
thing to prove and gave Oak 
Hill problems all night in 
front of a national audience. 
He scored 22 points, made two 
three-pointers and turned the 
ball over just twice. Oak Hill 
coach Steve Smith said his 
team struggled to stay in front 
of him at times and praised 
his play making ability. None 
of that is new to Turnage.

“They are fi nally getting to 
see the show that I enjoyed for 
three years,” he said. 

It put s scare into an Oak 

Hill team that came into the 
contest 46-0, averaging 85 
points per game and featuring 
a starting fi ve that has every 
player committed to a major 
Division I school. The Florida 
State-bound Dwayne Bacon, 
a McDonald’s All-American, 
paced Oak Hill with 21 points. 
Joe Hampton, a 6-foot-7 ju-
nior, added 13 points, includ-
ing three treys and the Ohio 
State-bound Daniel Giddens, 
who is 6-foot-10, chipped in 
eight points.  

“They are really deep,” Go-

van said. “They have a lot of 
bigs.” 

The defeat ends a magical 
season for Wings. That real-
ity had set in just yet. The loss 
to Oak Hill was too fresh. The 
group will never lose the fact 
that it lost just three times 
and brought home the school’s 
fi rst city and state crowns af-
ter years of playoff frustra-
tion.

“We stayed together as a 
group,” Buie said. “We fought 
through it all. Tonight we 
showed what we can do.

Wings season ends with loss 
to Oak Hill at Dick’s tourney

Wings Academy’s Desure Buie scored 22 points in a season ending loss to Oak Hill. 
 Photo by Ken Maldonado

I asked a pitcher that I know 
how these pitches behave and he 
told me. The four-seamer is held 
at the back of the horseshoe on 
the cover of the baseball and is 
thrown hard without any wrist 
movement. The ball will have a 
natural rising movement. The 
2-seamer is held across the seam 
with the base of the thumb just 
touching the second seam. The 
pressure put on the index fi nger 
or middle fi nger as the ball is 
released could make the ball to 
move in or out depending on the 
hitter. This pitch puts stress on 
the pitcher’s ulnar ligament

Hitting Coaches

Both the Yankees and the 
Mets began their Spring camps 
with new names in these posi-
tions. The Yankees have Jeff 
Pentlind and the Mets have 
Kevin Long.

I don’t know that much about 
Pentlind but, as a player, the 
highest level that he reached 
was AAA (1-yr). I think he’s a 
wait-and see project. He has no 
hitting philosophy, he said.

I was sorry to see Kevin 
Long go- so were the Yankee 
hitters. But Curtis Granderson 
was glad to see him. 

Who seems to be doing bet-
ter- the Mets or the Yankees?

Phew, I’m Glad It’s Over

Bill Plaschke (LA Times) 
wrote, “The UCLA basketball 
players gathered in their tiny 
locker room here Friday after-
noon looking like they had just 
endured a diffi cult test.

2-Seamer 
4-Seamer

Continued on Page 71
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Basketball was the furthest thing 

from Alexandria Smith’s mind when he 
entered Murry Bergtraum as a fresh-
man. Four years and plenty of hard 
work later its her ticket to a college edu-
cation.  

The Bronx native and Lady Blazers 
center is verbally committed to play 
women’s basketball at Middle Tennes-
see State. It was her only offer at the 
time, despite interest from plenty of 
other Division-I schools like Buffalo 
and Michigan State. 

“That was the school I really 
wanted,” Smith said. “That was the 
school I wanted to go to. I felt like they 
were showing me the most love.“

The 6-foot-3 Smith, who represented 
the PSAL in last week’s Mayor’s Cup all-
star game, the was confi dent more of-
fers would come, but she didn’t want to 
wait to commit to the school she had her 
eye on and was most loyal to her. Middle 
Tennessee State and head coach Rick 
Insell offered her a scholarship right af-
ter seeing her play against Nazareth in 
January.  That stuck with Smith. 

“He offered me the fi rst time he saw 
me play,” Smith said. “That alone made 
be feel like they have a lot of trust in 
me.”

Smith, who plays her travel ball with 
the Gauchos, was far from a natural 
when she fi rst picked up a basketball at 
the behest of former Lady Blazers coach 
Ed Grezinsky. She did have good genes 
because her mother played hoops for 
him at Bergtraum, but she had to work 
on her skills.  Smith joked that she could 
barely make a layup or shoot when she 
fi rst started playing.  A lot has changed 
since then. 

“Now I am one of the best players in 
New York City,” she said. “I am thank-
ful for a lot.” 

Her improvement was gradual and 
she lost 10-15 pounds heading into her 
breakout junior year. Smith averaged 
10.2 points and 9.1 rebounds that sea-
son. She did one better this year post-
ing 14.6 points per and 12.2 rebounds a 
game. Her and Seton Hall-bound guard 
Ashanae McLaughlin carried Berg-
traum back to the PSAL Class AA semi-
fi nals. She hasn’t peaked yet.

“I know I still got at lot of ways to 
go,” Smith said. 

She said Middle Tennessee State 
is looking for her to make an impact 
right away. Smith is taking nothing for 
granted however on a team that went 
24-10 overall and 14-4 in Conference 
USA this season. She is use to working 

her way up on team and that won’t stop 
now.

“I always go with the mentality that I 
have to work hard for what I get,” Smith 
said. “There is always going to be some-
body better than me. I have to work 
hard so I can be on their level when I get 
there.”

Smith caps career with 
Division I scholarship 

Murry Bergtraum’s Alexandria Smith, a Bronx native, will play at Middle Tennesse State next 
season. Photo by Robert Cole

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Jade Vega is more concerned with a 

quality choice than a quick one. 
The Cardinal Spellman senior guard 

is taking all fi ve of her allotted visits be-
fore deciding what college she will play 
women’s basketball at next season. Vega 
has already seen St. Peter’s, Bridgeport 
and Wagner. She plans on checking out 
Cal-State Fullerton and South Alabama 
in April. 

Vega won’t decide where she is headed 
until she has checked out all of them. She 
wants to make the best choice, not the 
fi rst choice.   

“I just wanted to compare all my col-
lege choices and make sure I decided to 
go where I really wanted to, where I feel 
comfortable and that I felt was the right 
fi t,” Vega said. 

She isn’t looking for anything special 
in a school. Bridgeport is the lone Divi-
sion II program on her list. Being close 
to home isn’t a must. Vega just wants to 
feel comfortable and fi nd a place she can 
grow as a player. It has been a lot to digest 
despite being fun to see different schools 
and programs. 

“It has been a little overwhelming, but 
it’s nice to visit colleges and see what they 
have to offer me.”   

Vega was the Pilots’ leader on and off 
the court this season, their point guard 
and go to scorer.  Her best game came in 
one of Spellman’s biggest of the seasons. 
Vega scored a game-high 32 points to help 
the Pilots beat St. Joseph by the Sea for 

their second straight CHSAA Archdioc-
esan title. 

“Jade’s leadership has been the key to 
the team’s success.” Spellman coach Jane 
Morris said after the victory. “She is the 
consummate fl oor leader.”

Her high school career ended a little 
short of her and the team’s goal. Spell-
man just missed the reaching the New 
York State Federation tournament for the 
second straight season. The Pilots fell to 
eventual Class A Federation champion 

Nazareth in the CHSAA state semifi nals. 
“It hurt a lot, but we knew as a team 

that we came far and we proved a lot of 
people wrong,” Vega said. “We are proud 
of that, but we wish we could go back and 
do it all over.”

Spellman Vega exercising patience with recruitment

Cardinal Spellman’s Jade Vega, who isn’t rushing her college decision, dribbles the ball up court during NYC Mayor’s Cup girls’ basketball 
game. Photo by Robert Cole



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 10-16, 2015 71  BTR

They stretched. They yawned. They 
rubbed their red eyes.

“Man, I’m glad that’s over with,” 
Tony Parker said.

“Really stressful, glad to be done with 
it,” Gyorgy Goloman said.

Turns out, they weren’t talking about 
the previous day’s dramatic South Re-
gional victory. Stunningly, they were ac-
tually talking about real tests.

Shortly after the UCLA players awoke 
Friday following their 60-59 victory over 
Southern Methodist, nearly half the 
team was herded into a converted suite 
at the nearby Hilton Gardens Inn to take 
UCLA’s second-quarter fi nal exams.

They were arranged at separate 
desks. They were monitored by proctor 
Veronica Rodriguez-Mora, a learning 
specialist from the school’s athletic de-
partment. They were given tests similar 
to those given their fellow students back 
in Los Angeles, and allowed the same 
amount of time to complete them. Then 
they climbed on the bus and drove to the 
arena and attended practice in prepa-
ration for Saturday’s round-of-32 game 
against Alabama Birmingham.

“That’s pretty crazy, huh?” Goloman 
said”

Perry Patter

Dwight Perry (Seattle Times) wrote, 
“Brad Dickson of the Omaha (Neb.) 
World-Herald, on scatter-armed QB Tim 

Tebow’s workout for the Eagles: “I won’t 
say how the passing drills went, but 
there are now two cracks in the Liberty 
Bell.”

Baltimore Ravens behemoth John 
Urschel co-wrote a paper, published in 
the Journal of Computational Mathe-
matics, titled “A Cascadic Multigrid Al-
gorithm for Computing the Fiedler Vec-
tor of Graph Laplacians.”;

And to think, some of his O-line 
brethren can’t even remember the snap 
count.” 

The Minnesota Vikings have 
signed Babatunde Aiyegbusi, a 6-foot-9, 
351-pound lineman from Poland.

Club offi cials are still deciding 
whether to put him at tackle, guard — or 
both at the same time.

At TheOnion.com: “Kentucky cancels 
practice  for NBA draft suit-fi tting.”;

Steve Schrader of the Detroit Free 
Press, on why actress/Kentucky fan 
Ashley Judd kissed Dick Vitale: “It was 
the only way she could get him to shut 
up.”

Kevin Harvick became the fi rst NA-
SCAR driver in 41 years to start the sea-
son with four consecutive top-two fi n-
ishes.

A one and a two, and a one and a 
two? Just call him the Lawrence Welk of 
stock-car racing.”

NCAA Hypocrisy

The Sports Curmudgeon knocked it 

out of the park with this. “Here is a para-
graph from the NCAA website:

“Amateur competition is a bedrock 
principle of college athletics and the 
NCAA. Maintaining amateurism is cru-
cial to preserving an academic environ-
ment in which acquiring a quality educa-
tion is the fi rst priority.  In the collegiate 
model of sports, the young men and 
women competing on the fi eld or court 
are students fi rst, athletes second.”

Let me be clear.  I can believe that 
paragraph in its entirety when it applies 
to Division III teams such as Linfi eld Col-
lege football or Division II teams such as 
Philadelphia University basketball or 
even to Division I schools in places like 
the Ivy League or in the Metro Atlantic 
Athletic Conference.  I cannot swallow 
the piety of that paragraph when it comes 
to the big-time schools that are partici-
pating in the basketball tournament for 
real especially in light of the recent rev-
elations of academic shenanigans at Syr-
acuse and UNC.  Make no mistake, those 
were not actions taken by “deranged 
boosters” or some “rogue recruiter”; the 
events at Syracuse and UNC were genu-
ine academic fraud perpetrated by or 
condoned by coaches, players, athletic 
departments and faculty.

The NCAA cannot maintain that am-
ateurism is a “bedrock principle” and 
that in the “collegiate model” the ath-
letes are “students fi rst” so long as those 

kinds of activities are not crushed when 
they are discovered.  The hypocrisy level 
in that statement is so great that it im-
mediately brings to mind a quote from 
William F. Buckley, Jr.:

“I won’t insult your intelligence by 
suggesting that you really believe what 
you just said.”

It would seem as if the NCAA con-
tinues to live with one abiding hope in 
terms of continuing to play the smoke-
and-mirrors game with the American 
public.  That one abiding hope was ex-
pressed by Noel Coward:

“It’s discouraging to think how many 
people are shocked by honesty and how 
few by deceit.”

Coaches Meet

The Sports Curmudgeon wrote about 
the spring meeting for NFL coaches, “All 
32 NFL coaches showed up for a “photo-
shoot” at the Spring Meetings.  This 
is news because more often than not at 
least one of the coaches does not make 
an appearance and most often the absen-
tee is Bill Belichick.  I did not see any re-
ports if he showed up wearing a hoodie 
– after all this was in Phoenix and not in 
Lower Kalskag, Alaska (population 294) 
– but there was a report that said Andy 
Reid showed up for the photo wearing 
fl ip-fl ops, shorts and a Hawaiian shirt.  
If the Hawaiian shirt fi t Andy Reid, it 
might be a map of the Hawaiian Islands 
with a scale of 1:1…”

Pipe Dreams: Perry Patter; NCAA Hypocrisy Coaches Meet
from Page 71

Save on discount rail and show packages with LIRR and Metro-North at mta.info

NY Waterway combo tickets also available at AutoShowNY.com

RECORDED INFO: 800-282-3336

For securi ty  purposes,  no backpacks al lowed,  random securi ty  and bag checks. 

An act iv i ty  of  the Greater  New York Automobi le  Dealers Associat ion.

Buy Tickets Online or At The Door
Tickets are just $16, children $7

JAVITS CENTER  |   AUTOSHOWNY.COM

APRIL 3 THROUGH APRIL 12
MON-SAT 10AM-10PM   SUN 10AM-7PM
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