
BY JAIME WILLIAMS
As community leaders in 

Hunts Point gear up for a new 
development opening later this 
year, they are trying to ward off 
potential problems.

The building of ‘The Cross-
ing’ shopping center at Southern 
Boulevard and Hunts Point Av-
enue was announced in March 
2014, and is expected to be com-
pleted later this year.

The shopping center, on the 

site of a former gas station, is a 
two-level 45,000 square foot fa-
cility developed by the Prusik 
Group. 

It will feature the borough’s 
second Red Lobster, a 312-seat 
sit-down restaurant, in addition 
to a McDonalds and Deals dis-
count store. Other tenants have 
not yet been announced.

The community is anticipat-
ing an infl ux of shoppers in the 

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Community Education Coun-

cil 11 is not going  down without 
a fi ght.

The CEC has fi led an appeal 
with the Department of Educa-
tion’s Panel on Educational Pol-
icy over the approval of a charter 
school co-location in Pelham Gar-
den’s M.S. 144 building.

The Bronx Charter School for 
Better Learning II plans to open 
in the fall with 75 kindergarten 
students, and expands to grade 5 
in the coming years. 

The building in question is 
currently occupied by the Mi-
chelangelo Junior High School 
and the Pelham Gardens Middle 
School but is signifi cantly under-
utilized. According to the DOE, 
only about two-thirds of the space 
is used.

The CEC would like to see 
that extra space used by District 
11, said president Pamela John-
son, because many neighborhood 
schools are overcrowded. 

“Where ever it’s overcrowded, 
it’s going to get more overcrowded 
in coming years,” said Johnson.

Johnson said the district 
desperately needs more middle 
schools, and using space for a K-5 
charter doesn’t make sense.

“We’ve been screaming for 
middle school seats,” said John-
son. 

That overcrowding is most ap-
parent in the fi ve district schools 
still using transportable class-
room units. Johnson said the 
TCUs are dilapidated and incon-
venient, and she wants those stu-
dents moved out of trailers in to 
the main buildings. 

But another reason for the ap-
peal is because the CEC did not 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
It looks like something is com-

ing to the Whitestone Cinema 
site, but probably not a Paragon 
Outlets mall. 

The owner of the shuttered 
multiplex movie theater site at 
the Bruckner Interchange, Light-
stone Group, is offering  the large 
parcel for sale, a spokesman con-
fi rmed. 

“We recently received several 
attractive unsolicited offers for 
the property which prompted us 
to evaluate the feasibility of sell-
ing the property rather than de-
veloping,” read a statement from 
Lightstone. “We are in the early 
stages of discussion with several 
purchasers.” 

 If this happens, it does not ap-
pear that Paragon Outlets would 

operate there, as had previously 
been planned. 

Paragon is a subsidiary of 
Lightstone, the spokesman, 
Chris Bastardi,  confi rmed. 

According to a source with 
knowledge about the situation, 
another outlet mall may come 
to the location anyway as Light-
stone frequently packages deals 
like this for others to purchase. 

No decision has been made, 
according to Lightstone, which 
remained upbeat about the 
Bronx’s economic potential. 

“Investing in the Bronx has 
always been a priority for Light-
stone and we are grateful for the 
support of local offi cials and or-
ganizations who share our vision 
for bringing more economic de-
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Easter Bunny Fun At Villa Barone
Juliet Centeno, Sloane Hinchcliffe and Edith Segarra enjoyed Senator Jeff 
Klein’s Easter Bunny Breakfast at Villa Barone Manor on Saturday, March 
28. Photo by Edwin Soto

WHITESTONE 
FOR SALE AGAIN 

CEC 11 
appeals M.S. 
144 charter 

school

Hunts Point gets ready 
for Red Lobster opening
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RE-SCHEDULED ANNIVERSARY EVENT

April 16, 2015

35th

Every business who advertised in the 35th Anniversary Supplement is

invited to share in the celebration on Thursday, April 16th, at the Alley Cat Cafe,

3602 East Tremont Avenue, starting at 6 p.m.

Come and meet the new owners of the Bronx Times Reporter,

Jennifer and Les Goodstein, and other prominent Bronxites.

Join the Celebration

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Jospeh Oddo, a community leader in Pel-

ham Bay who was a fi rm believer that public 
service should be at the heart of government, 
has died. 

Oddo, 64, was acting president of the Pel-
ham Bay Taxpayers and Community Asso-
ciation, having recently ascended to that posi-
tion after the passing of another civic leader, 
Antia Valenti. 

He died suddenly, passing away in early 
morning on Tuesday, March 31, said his 
brother Salvatore Oddo. 

He had a variety of ideas for local projects, 
including rerouting traffi c in Pelham Bay 
near Amendola Plaza to lessen traffi c conges-
tion on local streets, and getting a four-way 
stop for motorists at Coddington and Crosby 
avenues, an intersection he said was prone to 
accidents for decades. 

Joe was known for his detailed knowledge 
of city government, much of which may have 
been honed when he was a Parks Department 
employee in the 1970s, according to his own 
account. 

Senator Jeff Klein called Oddo a dedicated 
community leader and a friend to himself and 
his offi ce.  

“His sudden death makes me appreciate 
even more the intensity by which he lived life 
and his desire to see great things happen to 
the Pelham Bay community and the Bronx,” 
said Klein. “He never stopped thinking and he 
never stopped caring, his fi ghting spirit and 
deep passion for life shone brightly through 
in everything he did.” 

Councilman James Vacca said that Oddo 
was also very active in the Waterbury-La-
Salle Community Association, and became 
involved in the PBTCA after Valenti revital-
ized it. 

“He was a guy who came to my offi ce many 
times with issues in the community,” said 
Vacca. “He was very much on top of many of 
the situations; I found him to be very respon-

sible and level-headed.” 
While he had strong opinions, Oddo was 

also willing to listen and be reasonable, the 
councilman said. 

Vacca added that along with the death sev-
eral years ago of Michael Crescenzo, longtime 
president of the Pelham Bay Taxpayers, and 
of Valenti, Oddo’s passing has left a void in the 
community. 

Oddo was also very much involved in the 
situation at 1870 Pelham Parkway South, a 
former hospital property, trying to fi nd suit-
able ideas for uses at the building over the 
past several years, including a plan he worked 
on with Assemblyman Michael Benedetto for 
veterans housing there. 

Benedetto said both men were surprised 
to learn the building, known as the Pelham 
Grand, was being occupied by a facility run 
by a social-service agency which ultimately 
set up shop there last summer. But Oddo per-
severed, ultimately siting on a community ad-
visory board at the Pelham Grand. 

“He was the very epitome of what you hope 
a great community leader would be,” said the 
assemblyman. “He was intelligent and con-
cerned, and at the same time caring, with a 
wealth of common sense about him.” 

Community leader Annie Boller said he 
was an action-oriented man, who upon hear-
ing a concern, would frequently urge discus-
sion and action. 

Oddo’s cause of death was not readily 
available as of press time.

Arrangements were also not yet available 
as of press time, but the wake is expected to be 
at Sisto Funeral Home.  Oddo had a close asso-
ciation with St. Theresa Church, according to 
interviews with Oddo before he passed away. 

His brother Salvatore said that he leaves 
behind several siblings including himself, 
two other brothers, Paul and Anthony and a 
sister Rosalie. 

His father, Salvatore, predeceased him. 
His mother Marianna lives in Pelham Bay. 

Joe Oddo had an interest in improving the quality of life for Pelham Bay residents. 
 Photo courtesy of Annie Boller

Pelham Bay leader 
Joe Oddo dies at 64
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BREAKFAST

COLD STATION

HOT STATION

BEVERAGES

DESSERTS

$2995
 

$1495 

SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2015
SCAVELLO’S ON THE ISLAND

Treat Mom To  
Something Special

JOIN US AT SCAVELLO’S ON THE ISLAND FOR OUR 
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velopment to the borough,” 
read the statement. 

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz, Jr. said at a meet-
ing of the City Island Civic 
Association on Tuesday, 
March 24, in response to 
a question raised by the 
organization’s correspond-
ing secretary John Doyle, 
that it did not look like that 
Paragon would happen. 

In the local community, 
speculation and ideas fl our-
ished as news spread that 
the site may not become an 
outlet mall, or at least not 
as originally planned. 

Mary Jane Musano of 
the Waterbury LaSalle 
Community Association 
said that concerns about 
increased traffi c at the 
Bruckner Interchange 
would be temporarily al-
leviated. 

She would like to see 
a large comprehensive 

school at the site, but be-
lieves that realistically, 
the community will get 
more shopping. 

Bob Bieder, the presi-
dent of the 45th Precinct 
Community Council, said 
the location next to the site, 
the Bruckner Interchange, 
is the location of the most 
number of accidents in the 
precinct. 

“It is a good news-bad 
news scenario,” he said, 
adding “We would love 
to have the jobs and eco-
nomic development in the 
community…but the good 
news side is that we are 
not going to have to have 
the kind of traffi c we were 
concerned about and small 
businesses in the area will 
not have increased compe-
tition.” 

Bieder said that he 
thought that city marshals 
would continue to use the 
site as a towing pound, 

and that it was possible 
that school bus companies 
could lease the site, with 
its massive parking lot, un-
til it is developed. 

Local community ac-
tivist Frank Vernuccio en-
visions shopping of some 
kind coming to the site, 
which is  approximately 13 
acres.

He said that compared 
to Woodbury Commons 
Outlet Mall in Orange 
County, the site, while 
large for the borough, is 
much smaller. 

Vernuccio, a conserva-
tive radio host, had one 
particular retailer in mind 
for the location. 

“I think all residents 
want to see that space 
fi lled,” he said, adding “I 
know everyone is going to 
hate me for saying this, but 
I think a Wal-Mart would 
be a fantastic use for that 
site.” 

Whitestone Theater site 
may be up for sale again

There may be other development options for the property that was once the Whitestone Cinema. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio

From Page 1

CEC 11 appeals M.S. 144 
charter school 

The M.S. 144 building, where the Bronx Charter School for Better Learning plans to open a second K-5 
school co-located with the Michaelangelo Middle School and Pelham Gardens Middle School. 
 File Photo

have the opportunity to pro-
test the plan at the fi nal joint 
public hearing on February 
9, said Johnson, which she 
said the DOE scheduled 
without accommodating 
the CEC members’ requests. 
That meeting was also held 
despite the SUNY Charter 
School Institute’s decision 
to postpone for weather, 
said Johnson.

Community Board 11 
has decided to join CEC 11 
in its opposition of the char-
ter, and recently voted to 
send a letter to the DOE ex-
pressing its disapproval. 

The board’s Education 
Committee had previously 
decided to support the char-
ter after a presentation from 
the school, when they were 
told there was no opposition 
to the plan, said board mem-
ber Al D’Angelo, but when 
they learned of the CEC’s 
objections and the reason-

ing, they reversed their po-
sition.

“Children in trailers 
should be the priority,” said 
D’Angelo, although he noted 
that transporting children 
from other neighborhood 
schools to M.S. 144 might 
not be feasible.  

And while the Educa-
tion Committee opposed 
the BBLII co-location, they 
recognize the success of the 
fi rst BBL location on Bay-
chester Avenue.

“It’s a good charter 
school,” said D’Angelo.

According to the DOE, 
BBL performs well in com-
parison to schools within 
the district and across New 
York City.

In the previous school 
year, BBL ranked in the 81st 
percentile for citywide and 
96th percentile for district-
wide English Language 
Arts profi ciency scores, 
and ranked in the 87th per-

centile for citywide and 91st 
percentile for district-wide 
math profi ciency scores.

The school was founded 
11 years ago to serve stu-
dents from the northeast 
Bronx, director Kevin Bren-
nan told the Bronx Times 
in January. The elementary 
school has a signifi cantly 
large waiting list each year, 
which was why the board 
decided to open a second lo-
cation nearby.

Those school’s seats are 
fi lled almost exclusively 
from District 11 because of 
the priority for local stu-
dents in the admissions lot-
tery, said Brennan, which 
will be the case at BBL II as 
well.

“This is about creating 
more seats for students,” he 
said.

Brennan did not respond 
to requests to comment 
on the appeal before press 
time.

From Page 1
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

BY ROBERT WIRSING
After assisting crime victims 

for almost a decade, a local non-
profi t program is in need of help 
following recent state-mandated 
funding cuts.   

On Tuesday, March 17, the 
Crime Victims Support Services 
of the North Bronx Inc. offi cially 
announced their spring fund-
raising campaign via Razoo, an 
online crowdfunding site, which 
aims to raise $60,000 for program 
costs.

“The fi nancial viability of our 
program depends on a mixture 
of funding from elected offi cials, 
grants, donations, and of course, 
our own fund raising efforts,” 
Joanne Cicero, CVSS executive 
director explained.

“Crime doesn’t take a vacation. 
There’s no time off and crime does 
not discriminate. Victims are 
of all ages, from all walks of life, 
all creeds, all races, every corner 
of society. We are working very 
hard so that victims don’t have 
to struggle alone to overcome the 
impact of crime,” she added.

On June 20, 1995, Cicero’s 17-
year old son, Paul was senselessly 
murdered by a violent street gang 
searching for someone else that 

night. This prompted her to be-
come a veteran advocate for crime 
victims’ rights for 20 years.

“I knew I was never going to be 
myself again, but I realized that I 
could help other people in simi-
lar circumstances because I went 
through it,” Cicero revealed.  

Founded in 2005, CVSS pro-
vides clients assistance in fi ling 
for compensation from the New 
York State Offi ce of Victims Ser-
vices which covers funeral ex-
penses, loss of income, medical 
bills, mental health services and 
job retainment among others.

The program’s trained advo-
cates provide comprehensive di-
rect services and support to un-
derserved victims of crime and 
violent crime throughout New 
York City’s communities.

CVSS provides free services 
as crisis therapy, counseling, 
personal advocacy, criminal jus-
tice advocacy, court accompani-
ment, homicide support groups, 
domestic violence advocacy, lock 
replacements, as well as informa-
tion and referrals for clients.

Further, this non-profi t guides 
clients through the criminal jus-
tice system and provides them ac-
cess to assistance from other gov-

ernmental and private agencies.
Last year, the state revamped 

the competitive Request for Pro-
posal process by making it online 
accessible. 

Cicero said CVSS was awarded 
a three year contract effective Oc-
tober 1 and was spared from clo-
sure unlike 18 other non-profi t 
state programs.  

She explained the program’s 
funding was cut over the last year 
by NYS OVS, however the fund-
ing they did secure does not cover 
all of CVSS’ operating costs. 

Cicero added 20% would need 
to be raised in order to cover 
these particular expenses.

Funds CVSS received last year 
from the city and state would also 
aid the program’s cause to a de-
gree.

To contribute your tax-de-
ductible donation, visit www.
razoo.com/story/Crime-Victims-
Support-Services-Of-The-North-
Bronx.

If interested in donating and/
or fundraising for CVSS, click 
on the box labeled ‘Fundraise for 
this Cause’ located on the lower 
right-hand side of their Razoo 
page.

“It’s not only a question of fi nd-

ing the funding, but it’s also about 
raising awareness about victims’ 
rights and the service we offer 
to all New Yorkers,” Cicero di-
vulged. “There is so much more 

work to be done to support inno-
cent victims of crime. We seek to 
continue this program and the 
only way to do that is to be able to 
meet our operating costs.”

Crime Victims Support Services needs assistance

Crime Victims Support Services of the North Bronx, Inc. is conducting a spring-
time fundraiser to cover operating costs. 
 Photo courtesy of Crime Victims Support Services of the North Bronx, Inc.
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
Montefiore Medical Center 

has pulled the plug on its pro-
posed Riverdale outpatient fa-
cility following a short history 
marked by public outcry and 
redesigns.

Planned as an 11-story, 
93,000 square foot building at 
Riverdale Avenue, the project 
immmediately raised concern 
among residents claiming it 
would be detrimental to the 
community.

At its original height, Mon-
tefiore’s outpatient facility 
would have overshadowed 
neighboring small businesses 
which are mostly  1-story tall.

This resulted in Senator 
Jeff Klein and Assemblyman 
Jeffrey Dinowitz passing a 
law last March for any Bronx 
healthcare complex measuring 
over three stories and 30,000 
square feet to endure a lengthy 
review process. 

Such projects were required 
to undergo a series of manda-
tory community forums before 
receiving approval by the state 
Department of Health.

In September, Montefiore 
Medical Center and Simone 

Healthcare Development un-
veiled a redesign complying 
with legislation and residents’ 
feedback to Community Board 
8’s Land Use Committee. 

It was scaled back to a 
6-story, 29,000 square foot 
building with two medical fa-
cility floors and three parking 
garage floors. 

Montefiore said in a Septem-
ber press statement the facility 
would have had 25 highly-ac-
complished doctors specializ-
ing in internal medicine, car-
diology, pediatrics, and many 
other services. 

Assemblyman Dinowitz 
confirmed the Riverdale com-
munity was opposed to this fa-
cility even after its revision. 

“It was a great idea in the 
abstract, but in reality this was 
a really bad spot to have the 
facility. Traffic is already an 
issue here and many felt that 
having the outpatient medical 
clinic in this location would 
have made it even worse,” the 
assemblyman explained.

The decision to withdraw 
this project was announced 
Friday, March 13 during a 
meeting with state officials at 

Dinowitz’s office.  
“The withdrawal of Mon-

tefiore’s proposal to build a 
traffic-generating medical 
center in a residential neigh-
borhood is a major victory for 
the Riverdale community. 

Local elected officials de-
livered the community’s con-
cerns to Montefiore and Si-
mone Development and our 
open, ongoing dialogue led to 
a very positive outcome. It’s a 
win-win for our community,” 
Senator Klein stated.

“Montefiore has been lis-
tening closely to the Riverdale 
community for the past year 
and we value the feedback we 
have received. 

“Working with Riverdale’s 
elected officials, community 
board, and residents, we have 
decided not to pursue building 
on the Riverdale Avenue site 
and will instead explore how 
we can enhance our existing 
services in the neighborhood. 
Moving forward, we will con-
tinue to offer Riverdale resi-
dents the exceptional health-
care they have come to expect 
from Montefiore for decades,” 
Lynn Richmond, Montefiore 

Health System executive vice 
president said. 

“This is good news for the 
community who made it clear 
this building was too big. 
Though Montefiore is highly 
regarded in the community 
and practices first class medi-
cine, they should be congratu-
lated for having respected the 
community’s wishes in re-
gards to this facility and its lo-
cation,” Charles Moerdler, CB 
8 Land Use Committee chair-
man divulged.

On Monday, March 30, Sen-
ator Gustavo Rivera said the 
Health and Mental Hygeine 
Budget passed 60 to one, con-
taining a provision that re-
pealed Klein’s legislation. 

“While I strongly believe 
community input should be a 
key part of any development 
project, the provision added 
in last year’s budget had the 
potential to needlessly delay 
or prevent the construction 
of new healthcare facilities in 
our borough. As the county 
that continuously ranks last 
in health in New York State, 
Bronx residents could not af-
ford to have yet another obsta-

cle standing in the way of the 
healthcare they need,” Senator 
Rivera expressed. 

According to Dinowitz, Si-
mone Development recently 
proposed a 14-story luxury 
housing complex for the site 
following the outpatient facil-
ity’s dissolution.

Montefi ore pulls plug on Riverdale facility

A rendering of Montefi ore Medical 
Center’s proposed outpatient facility 
in Riverdale. Photo courtesy of Simone 
Development / File Photo

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A Bronx student was rec-

ognized by his school and his 
hospital during a special cer-
emony.

On Monday, March 30, Ma-
ria Fareri Children’s Hospital 
at Westchester Medical Cen-
ter officially appointed sixth 
grader Gabriel Sanchez, 13, as 
the grand marshal of its 11th 
annual Go The Distance Walk 
and Family Fun Day during 
a ceremony at his school, St. 
Raymond Elementary School, 
after MFCH named him on 
Wednesday, March 25.

Previously, Gabriel had 
been in and out of hospitals 
his entire life until he was 
correctly diagnosed with and 
treated at MFCH for chronic 
granulomatous disease, a rare 
genetic disorder. 

Because of this disease, Ga-
briel had difficulty fighting 
even the most simple infec-
tions and as a result, he suf-
fered from various illnesses 
and underwent many opera-
tions.

However, after he under-

went a stem-cell transplant at 
the hospital, Gabriel was given 
a new immune system and a 
new lease on a healthy life - a 
life that now includes Sanchez 
playing a major part in the up-
coming walk.

Presently, Gabriel stands as 
a representation and a primary 
example of the thousands of 
children who are cared for by 
Maria Fareri Children’s Hos-
pital each year.

Sanchez received his spe-

cially-tailored grand marshal 
sash from hospital representa-
tives in front of school admin-
istrators, teachers and more 
than 650 St. Raymond students 
at the ceremony. Gabriel’s par-
ents, Angelique and Rafael, 
were also on hand to see him 
be appointed.

“The entire St. Raymond 
Elementary School commu-
nity is so proud of Gabriel 
Sanchez for being appointed 
grand marshal of the Go The 
Distance Walk and Family 
Fun Day,” said Sr. Patricia 
Brito, the principal at St. Ray-
mond Elementary School. “We 
were thrilled to host the ap-
pointment ceremony here at 
the school and to be part of 
this important moment in Ga-
briel’s life.”

This year’s Go The Distance 
Walk & Family Fun, which 
will include a casual one-mile 
walk and a host of family ac-
tivities, will take place at the 
Westchester Medical Center 
campus in Valhalla on Sun-
day, May 3 at 9:30 a.m. Regis-
tration is from 8 to 9:30 a.m..

St. Raymond 6th grader named grand marshal

Gabriel Sanchez  
 Photo courtesy of Heather Smith / Maria 
Fareri Children’s Hospital

Gabriel Sanchez (C) poses with his parents, Angelique and Rafael. 
 Photo courtesy of Heather Smith / Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital
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Commitment
Dedication
Excellence

omen25Influential
Bronx

2015

These special words are reserved for those individuals who have 
devoted their own life to improve the lives of others. This year 
the Bronx Times, through a series of in-depth profi les, salutes 25 
Infl uential Bronx Women. Each woman’s unique accomplishments 
will be highlighted in a keepsake publication on May 29, 2015.

Dr. Anita Vazquez Batisti
Fordham University’s Graduate

School of Education

Denise Pagan
Alianza Puertorriquena

Debra Ann Jaffee
St. Clare’s Senior Center

Rev. Carmen Hernandez
Stratford Community Services, Inc.

NYC LGBTQS Chamber of Commerce

Michelle Centeno
National Conference of Puerto Rican Women NY Chapter

Loretta Zaino
Primavera Program

Rev. Que English
Bronx Christian FellowshipNYC Clergy Roundtable

Maribel Gonzalez
South of France Restaurant Owner

Nilka Martell
G.I.V.E./Friends of Starlight Park

Barbara Robles-Gonzalez
Offi ce of Bronx District Attorney

Nancy Biberman
WHEDco

Elizabeth Gill
47th Precinct Community Coucil

Dr. Lisa Anne Rizopoulos
Manhattan College

Cynthia Jones
Hostos Community College

Naomi Pouchie
Author

Dr. Deborah Dolan Hunt
College of New Rochelle

Wilma Tamayo
Fordham Law School

Hon. Llinet Rosado
Bronx Family Court

Rhina Valentin
BronxNet

Judy Hutson
222nd Street Block Association

Fiordaliza Rodriguez, Esq.
Bronx Family Court

Susan O’Hanlon Mendogni
Fancy Feet Dance Studios

Dr. Yvette Calderon
North Central Bronx Hospital

Bharti Kemraj
Offi ce of Bronx Borough President

Eva Yan
Metro Optics

Please join us in recognizing the
25 Bronx Infl uential Women of 2015!

Call Laura Guerriero at 718-260-4593 for Rates

101 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | TELEPHONE: 347-680-3865 | EMAIL: SCAVELLOP@AOL.COM

6th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Tuesday, June 30, 2015 - 6pm to 10pm

Per Person

R.S.V.P. by June 12, 2015
(718) 260-4595

              Of This Year’s Honorees

Loretta Zaino

Rev. Que English

Nilka Martell

Nancy Biberman

Naomi Pouchie

Wilma Tamayo

Hon. Llinet Rosado

Rhina Valentin

Judy Hutson

Susan O’Hanlon Mendogni

Bharti Kemraj

Eva Yan

25
2013

INFLUENTIAL
BRONX

Scavello’s partners with Monroe College
BY JAIME WILLIAMS

A new City Island restaurant is offer-
ing a unique opportunity for employees.

Scavello’s on the Island, a recently 
opened restaurant and banquet hall, has 
partnered with Monroe College to offer 
a 20 percent discount on tuition for em-
ployees who enroll in Monroe’s culinary 
or hospitality programs.

Monroe College  offers associate de-
grees in baking and pastry, culinary 
arts, and hospitality management, as 
well as bachelor and masters degrees in 
hospitality at its New Rochelle location. 

The program is known for its Dining 
Lab, an on-campus restaurant that pro-
vides real world experience.

“It’s a great program,” said Paul Scav-
ello, owner of the restaurant. 

He describes the restaurant’s partner-
ship with the college as a win-win.

“It’s great for the community and it’s 
great for us,” he said.

Offering stellar service is an impor-
tant part of the restaurant’s mission, 
said Scavello, and attracting committed 
employees helps them do just that.

“You’re actually hiring people in this 
fi eld, and they want to be in the indus-
try,” said Scavello.

But the partnership, which allows 
Scavello’s to recruit Monroe students for 
jobs,  also offers those students an oppor-

tunity to gain relevant working experi-
ence while earning money.

“It’s a stepping stone for their career,” 
said Scavello.

And the tuition discount will help 
employees save a signifi cant amount of 
money on schooling over the years.

“It’s a huge advantage for students,” 

said Scavello.
Scavello said he’s committed to pro-

viding opportunities for locals not only 
through the partnership with Monroe, 
which will be expanded to include an 
internship program, but by recruit-
ing through Bronx HIRE, Senator Jeff 
Klein’s job training and matching initia-

tive.
Scavello’s currently employs about 

25 people, two of which are Monroe stu-
dents, but Scavello hopes that number 
will grow to 100 by the end of the year. 

“It’s all about creating jobs,” said 
Scavello. “That’s something we’re really 
proud of.”

Scavello’s on the Island. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
Last week’s edition cov-

ered Community Board 10 
and 11’s top capital and ex-
pense budget requests in the 
city budget, so this week we 
take a closer look at the rest 
of the borough’s  community 
boards.

CB 1 asked the Depart-
ment of Education to fund a 
STEM-Business K-12 school’s 
construction at P.S. 31’s for-
mer site. DOE recognizes 
this and revealed the loca-
tion will be based on site and 
funding availability.

Their expense budget pri-
ority for increased youth de-
velopment, delinquency, and 
after school programs fund-
ing from the Department 
of Youth & Community De-
velopment was considered 
as YDDP is an important 
source for this agency which 
is allocated by the state.

CB 2’s capital budget 
priority for installing LED 
street lights throughout its 
district and intersections is 
being reviewed by the bor-

ough commissioner’s offi ce. 
Their request for Traffi c 

Control Agents at intersec-
tions like Southern Boule-
vard and E. 163rd Street will 
be accommodated using ex-
isting police resources. 

CB 3’s reconstruction of 
Southern Boulevard from 
Jennings Street to E. 174th 
Street is funded by NYC DEP 
per the FY 2010 Borough 
Consultation hearings.

The Offi ce of Manage-
ment and Budget was asked 
to increase community 
boards’ expense budgets 
to $350,000. Budgets will 
increase to $229,895 in FY 
2016.  

CB 4’s capital request is 
E. 153rd Street Bridge’s con-
struction which DOT has re-
quested funding.

In asking for more 44th 
Precinct and PSA #7 police 
offi cers, the NYPD told CB 
4 that its total uniformed 
staffi ng levels depend on de-
cisions made in the Prelimi-
nary and Executive Budget 
process and allocation of 

such personnel is scheduled 
by them following police 
class graduation from the 
Police Academy. 

CB 5 requested construct-
ing a new 46th Precinct, 
however NYPD funding con-
straints, project capacity, 
and Department priorities 
excluded it at this time.

The board sought extra 
funding for youth programs 
like Fair Share Delinquency 
Prevention. DYCD has in-
creased funding in this ser-
vice area.

CB 6’s request for build-
ing more schools to reduce 
student overcrowding will 
be based upon on site and 
funding availability accord-
ing to DOE.

Their expense priority 
for hiring more police per-
sonnel was met with a simi-
lar answer to CB 4’s request, 
adding available future 
funding for civilian person-
nel is dependent on decisions 
made in the PEB process.

CB 7 asked the Depart-
ment of Health and Mental 

Hygiene to fund a mixed use 
community center at Old 
Fordham Library. DHMH 
has since relinquished this 
location to the Department 
of Citywide Administrative 
Services and CB 7 was asked 
to contact DCAS about the 
building.

The board asked DYCD 
to increase funding for year-
round and summer jobs for 
the youth, however expan-
sion depends on available 
state and federal funding.   

CB 8’s request in reno-
vating area public schools 
was declined by DOE, but 
restoring Riverdale Branch 
Library’s interior has been 
considered. NYPL supports 
it, but city funded fi nancial 
support is necessary for the 
project.

They asked the Depart-
ment for the Aging to fund 
geriatric mental health ser-
vices for healthy indepen-
dent living. DFTA funds 
many contracts providing 
these services and will con-
tinue advocating for funding 
aging services.

CB 9 asked Department 
of Parks and Recreation to 
fund a study to construct 
and fi nance a recreational 
facility in El Parque de los 
Ninos for Bronx River and 
Soundview constituents’ 

needs. The agency explained 
further study is required.

The board requested 
DYCD fund more Beacon 
schools, but were informed 
to register with DYCD to 
learn when solicitations for 
services are released.

This same agency also 
informed CB 12 to register 

with DYCD for their request 
in funding a YMCA operated 
youth center at 1250 E. 229th 
Street. 

CB 12 seeks to keep all 
additional police offi cers as-
signed to the 47th last sum-
mer, but this will depend 
upon decisions made in the 
PEB process. 

Community boards present top 
capital, expense requests

Community Board 7’s top capital request is for converting the his-
toric Old Fordham Library into a mixed use community center. 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A borough-wide event 

featured the borough’s 
young scientists.

On Thursday, March 
26, students, kindergarten 
through 8th grade, rep-
resenting over 30 Catho-
lic schools came together 
for the 29th annual Bronx 
Catholic Schools Science 
Fair at Mount St. Michael 
Academy, inside the Mount 
St. Michael Academy Gym-
nasium.

At the event, which was 
held by regional superin-
tendents Roseann Carot-
enuto, from the northeast/
east Bronx region, and Ray 
Vitiello, from the north-
west/south Bronx region, 
students showcased over 
200 science experiments 
that they developed in a 12-
week period.

Students’ experiments 
were selected based on per-
sonal interest or picked 
from a topic that they ini-
tially explored and learned 
in class. The participants 

were chosen by their school 
to represent their grade 
and class.

During that 12-week 
period, students studied 
the scientifi c method, re-
searched diverse topics 
and developed their own 
hypotheses with a science 
experiment of their choice, 
using elements of theory, 
prediction and observa-
tion.

After presenting these 
experiments at this event, 
volunteer judges, which 
included school principals 
and teachers, made a walk 
through and began evaluat-
ing each of the 207 projects 
to determine the award 
winners. The judges made 
their offi cial evaluations 
upstairs before the awards 
were announced.

“I learned a lot from 
this science project experi-
ment,” said fourth grader 
Marleen Cerda from Immac-
ulate Conception School, 
whose project was a study 
on the cleanliness of fruits 

and vegetables. “Never eat 
fruits or vegetables without 
washing them in advance,” 
she recommended. Marleen 
did not get sick from her ex-

periment.
“I chose a project that 

I could really relate to but 
also learn a lot about,” said 
eighth grader Robert Green 

from St. Mary’s School, who 
worked on a project involv-
ing a relation between lis-
tening to music and blood 
pressure. 

As a piano and cello 
player, and the son of a fa-
ther who plays the saxo-
phone and a mother who 
has previously sang back-
ground for legendary signer 
Diana Ross, Robert already 
had a prior knowledge of 
music that helped him with 
his project. “Calm music 
can contribute to low blood 
pressure,” he concluded 
from his experiment.

At 6 p.m., students, 
teachers, parents, judges 
and the rest of the attend-
ees awaited the event’s 
winners, after the judges 
discussed their opinions 
amongst themselves for 
about an hour. 

The fi rst place winners 
included kindergartener 
Kayla McPhatter from 
Sts. Phillip & James, fi rst 
grader Gabriela Martinica 
from St. John Chrysos-

tom, second grader Dan-
iel Cabral from Sacred 
Heart, third grader Emily 
McGrath from St. Lucy, 
fourth grader Kaylin Men-
sah from St. John Chrys-
ostom, fi fth grader Steven 
Carmona from St. Ann, 
sixth grader Jordan Men-
sah from St. John Chrysos-
tom, seventh graders John 
Marcano, Michael Martire 
and Kevin Franceshini 
from Villa Maria Academy 
and eighth grader Victor 
Isaac from St. John Chrys-
ostom.

All scholars at the sci-
ence fair received a certi-
fi cation of participation. 
Students in each grade that 
placed fi rst through fi fth 
received a ribbon, and tro-
phies were awarded to the 
fi rst place winners as well 
as the home school of each 
fi rst place winner in each 
grade.

“This event inspires 
creativity,” said regional 
superintendent Roseann 
Carotenuto. 

Mount hosts Catholic Schools Science Fair

Regional superintendents Roseann Carotenuto and Ray Vitiello 
pose next to the medals and trophies before the awards are an-
nounced. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The property that was the longtime 

home to Mandee in Throggs Neck has 
been sold. 

Brokers involved in the sale an-
nounced that the retail site at 3860 E. 
Tremont Avenue was sold for $5.1 million 
to Ashkenazy Acquisition Corporation, 
a private real estate fi rm specializing in 
commercial property. 

The sale has stirred up speculation 
in Throggs Neck that had already been 
brewing as to what could come next to 
the location. 

According to the brokers, Ariel Prop-
erty Advisors, the building could be fur-
ther developed with an additional story 
added above where Mandee was located 
for decades. 

“This is a rare asset with drive-
through accessibility from East Tremont 
Avenue to the Cross Bronx Expressway, 
and would be an ideal location for a na-
tional retailer seeking a presence on a 
major corridor in the Bronx,” said Jason 
M. Gold, vice president of Ariel Property 
Advisors. “The property’s zoning allows 
the buyer the fl exibility of building an-
other story on top of the existing struc-
ture.”

Councilman James Vacca said that 
there is talk in the Throggs Neck busi-
ness community that the site could be-
come an International House of Pan-
cakes, but as of press time, this had not 

been confi rmed. 
“Merchants have approached me and 

the word has been out that it is going to 
be an IHOP,” said Vacca. “I was told that 
the person who bought it was a developer 
of IHOP, as well as  other stores.”

Throggs Neck Merchants Association 
president Steve Kaufman was in the pro-

cess of arranging a meeting with the new 
owner after hearing of the sale. 

He said that the price the property 
commanded was telling as to its potential 
future uses. 

“They are not going to put something 
in the property that cannot sustain it-
self,” he said. “They have to put in some-

one who has to carry a large rent, which 
sounds to me like an offi ce building.” 

Kaufman does not see businesses like 
fast-food restaurants or nail salons be-
ing able to pay the high lease prices asso-
ciated with the purchase price and other 
costs like property taxes. 

An upscale offi ce building would be 
more likely, said Kaufman. 

“My hope is that they will put in 
something compatible with the neigh-
borhood,” he said. “We will contact them 
to meet and discuss what needs to be 
done.” 

Community Board 10 had proposed 
creating a new 45th Precinct and a hous-
ing police station at the site. 

The idea, covered in a recent letter 
to Mayor de Blasio, would relocate the 
police department to a site closer to the 
highways in a modern building.

Councilman Vacca panned that idea, 
saying that it was not going to happen. 

He did say, however, that he brought 
up the matter of the state of police sta-
tions with top police brass, and that both 
are aware that conditions and infra-
structure need to be improved at many 
precincts. 

He feels that the 45th Precinct needs 
to be totally renovated. 

“I don’t think it is fair that we have 
law enforcement people working in 
places that are antiquated and not up to 
par,” said Vacca. 

Mandee site sold to  developer for $5.1M

The property that used to be home to Mandee at 3860 E. Tremont Avenue has been sold. 
 Photo courtesy of Ashkenazy Acquisition

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Children’s Aid So-

ciety broke ground on a $45 
million school and com-
munity center on Southern 
Boulevard. 

The groundbreaking 
on the new six-story build-
ing that will be the future 
home of Children’s Aid Col-
lege Prep Charter School oc-
curred on Tuesday, March 
31. 

Attending were Deputy 
Mayor Richard Buery; Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr.; Phoebe Boyer, Children’s 
Aid president; representa-
tives from elected offi cials 
and dignitaries.

“This new space offers 
us the ability to expand our 
footprint in partnership 
with this vibrant commu-
nity,” said Boyer, “It will be 
a central hub and resource 
for this community.”

The new building will 

contain 73,300-square-feet 
of space, and is expected to 
open in 2016. 

“I cannot wait to walk 
our scholars into this build-
ing in August 2016,” said the 
charter school’s principal 
Ife Lenard. 

Borough President Diaz 
said that he recalled work-
ing with elders in the Mel-
rose community near the 
building site as a young 
man, and he remarked that 
Children’s Aid Society had 
been there through the com-
munity’s positive change. 

The site at 1232 Southern 
Boulevard will also provide 
the community with a large 
variety of social service pro-
grams for the children and 
families. 

“This building is about 
our children,” said Diaz, 
adding “We want an equal 
playing fi eld and equal op-
portunities; that’s what Chil-
dren’s Aid has given us.”

Currently the school 
serves 275 students at a 
Prospect Avenue location, 
said Lenard. By the time it 
opens, the plan is to serve 
420 students in grades pre-
k to 5. 

“This community is well-
deserved of having space 
for not only core-content 
classes, but also to be able 
to have the extracurricular 
activities that often come in 
after school programs,” she 
said of the new space. 

For Burey, the ground-
breaking was something of 
a homecoming because he 
preceded Boyer as CAS pres-
ident, and helped to launch 
the project before he left to 
work for Mayor de Blasio. 

According to a state-
ment by CAS, this is one 
of Burey’s proudest career 
achievements. 

Among the innovative 
design features of the build-
ing are materials that will 

obscure the rumble from 
the el train on Southern 
Boulevard, and a fl oor plan 
that breaks the tradition of 
a long hallway with rows 
of classrooms, according to 
multiple sources. It will con-
tain a cafeteria and a gym-
nasium, and modern media 
center. 

The comprehensiveness 

of all that is offered there 
should help further CAB’s 
goal of being with children 
from the ‘cradle to college,’ 
said Lenard. 

There are also a num-
ber of other CAS facilities 
nearby, and they offer ser-
vices including health, den-
tal, and mental-health care, 
as well as services for chil-

dren in foster care. 
The building’s architect 

is FXFOWLE Architects, 
and Tekton Builders will do 
the construction. 

Throughout the different 
phases of the project, CAS 
worked with Jonathan Rose 
Companies, a real estate 
policy, development, and 
project management fi rm.

Children’s Aid announces 
Southern Boulevard school

The groundbreaking for the new school took place on Tuesday, March 31. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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neighborhood as the restaurant draws 
people, and other local businesses hope 
the wealth will spread, said Southern 
Boulevard Business Improvement Dis-
trict director Medina Sediq.

The new shopping center could be part 
of a development trend, said Community 
Board 2 district manager Rafael Sala-
manca, with a nearby Metro-North train 
station planned in the coming years.

“I see economic growth,” said Sala-
manca.

The community is particularly look-
ing forward to the arrival of Red Lobster.

“It’s great to have a sit-down restau-
rant, we really don’t have that here,” said 
Salamanca “It’ll bring a different taste to 
the neighborhood.”

The community is also anticipating 
the new job opportunities, since the res-
taurant agreed to interview locals for the 
positions before anyone else.

“It’s absolutely positive,” said Sediq 
about the development.

Yet the BID is concerned about the 
shopping center’s lack of parking provi-
sions.

The initial project, which featured 
space for big-box retailers as well as hous-
ing, included a lot, but when the project 
was signifi cantly downsized last year the 
parking plans disappeared as well. 

The Prusik Group did not return re-
quests for comment.

Sediq worries the lack of parking will 
impact the success of Red Lobster.

“If I came onto Southern Boulevard 
and couldn’t fi nd parking, I would leave,” 
said Sediq. “They may lose potential cus-
tomers.” 

Salamanca said the infl ux of diners 
and shoppers could cause issues with 
both traffi c congestion and parking.

“I could see parking being a little more 
diffi cult, “ he said.

But the BID and the community board 
are being proactive. They are discuss-
ing options to limit the potential impact, 
said Salamanca, one of which is involves 
working with a nearby private lot to mar-
ket their services to Red Lobster custom-
ers.

“There are more pros than cons at this 
point,” said Salamanca. “We’re really ex-
cited this development is being built.”

Hunts Point gets ready for
Red Lobster opening

An artist’s rendering of ‘The Crossings,’ an upcoming Hunt’s Point’s shopping center that includes a 
Red Lobster. Courtesy of the Prusik Group

From Page 1

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The  recent death of a man in Pelham 

Bay Park, previously reported missing, has 
left many in Throggs Neck shocked.

Bronx resident Eric Merchant, 32, a tal-
ented illustrator, who had been missing 
from his mother’s home for over a month, 
was pronounced dead after being found 
inside a tent on Orchard Beach Road on 
Thursday, March 26. 

According to reports, Merchant was last 
seen by his mother when he left his house 
on his bike on Tuesday, February 17 at 9:30 
p.m. 

His mother claims that after some 
prompting he reluctently told he was going 
skiing with a friend 

However, when Merchant’s mother 
checked in with the friend to inquire about 
their skiing plans, his friend denied any 
knowledge of the plans and that he didn’t 
know of her son’s whereabouts.

Eric’s sudden disappearance left his fam-
ily and friends concerned.

Merchant was found by park rangers un-
conscious and unresponsive at around 11:45 
a.m. 

He was pronounced dead at the scene as 
the result of an apparent suicide, although 
this has not yet offi cially been confi rmed.

 The city’s medical examiner has con-
fi rmed that the investigation regarding 
cause of death is ongoing and will be deter-
mined.

“He was an amazing guy with the sweet-

est heart,” said Nicole Cannella after donat-
ing money on gofundme.com, a website that 
raised over $13,000 in four days from 81 peo-
ple in honor of Merchant’s life.

“He always gave off such great energy 
making everybody smile,” said Karen Ce-
riani, who also contributed money to the 
cause. “He will surely be loved and missed 
forever.”

A funeral Mass was held at St. Frances 
de Chantal Church, 190 Hollywood Avenue, 
on Wednesday, April 1.

Missing man found deceased
BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN

An IRT 6 train stop in the Bronx was re-
cently the scene of a deadly accident.

On Sunday, March 8, a 63-year old home-
less man was killed after standing in between 
subway cars on a Pelham Bay bound train 
train, attempting to urinate, according to po-
lice reports.

The accident occurred at about 6:45 a.m. at 
the Pelham Bay Park station, the last stop on 
the northbound 6 train. 

The homeless man, Carlton Phaison, 
whose most recent residence was in Brook-
lyn, was accompanied by an unidentifi ed ac-
quaintance or friend riding inside the subway 
car when he decided to go in between cars to 
relieve himself.

While his friend watched his bags, Phai-
son left the subway car. According to reports, 
when the train turned, Phaison hit his head 
on the door handles and was killed when he 
fell between cars.

At around 8 a.m. that same morning, MTA 
workers found Phaison’s body on the tracks 
at the Pelham Bay Park station, more than an 
hour after the accident. 

Police made the assumption that they be-
lieve he fell in between subway cars while at-
tempting to stand between them and was pro-
nounced dead at the scene. 

The city’s medical examiner determined 
the cause of death to be blunt impact to the 
head with multiple skull fractures and brain 
injuries.

The MTA’s Rules of Conduct state that it is 

against the law for riders to move in between 
subway cars even if the train is not in motion, 
except in an emergency or when directed by 
a police offi cer, conductor or an authorized 
MTA or NYC Transit employee, and applies 
whether the train is moving or standing in a 
station. 

Violators of this rule can be issued a $75 
summons by an NYPD offi cer or NYC transit 
inspector who enforce the MTA Rules of Con-
duct.

Because of the MTA’s direct and strict pol-
icy, along with the fact that both Pelham Bay 
Park and Pelham Bay Park station are both 
equipped with bathrooms, it’s safe to say that 
this situation could have easily been avoided.

Homeless man dies in subway mishap

Carlton Phaison, 63, fell between subway cars 
and was killed at Pelham Bay Park station. Com-
munity News Group / Steven Goodstein

Eric Merchant was discovered by park rangers 
inside a tent on Orchard Beach Road. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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